
f BUSCHS 1,.1SPRING MEANS MOREFRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE
61 hol Fwo-,6 1i OWLIg Home //"*&2**1*1-           see our FULL PAAE 44

WAYNE-WESTLAND ALSO SERVING

GARDEN CITY

OBSERVER
THURSDAY, APRIL 1,2021 I HOMETOWNLIFE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Westland sued over marijuana licenses
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It didn't take long for lawsuits to stem
from Westland City Council's recent de-
cision to award its first conditional mar-

ijuana business licenses.
Several lawsuitsagainstthecitywere

filed in Wayne County Circuit Court
challenging the recent awarding of li-

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK -MICHIGAN

A Farmington Hills teen spoke to po-
lice investigating his mother's death,
but those 2017 words, for the most part,
cannot be used as jury evidence during
his murder trial.

Muhammad Altantawi, now 19, is
heading back to Oakland County Circuit
Court to face trial since the Michigan

censes to allow for marijuana business-
es to operate in the city, a process that's
taken some time since the city first de-
cided it would be open to such estab-
lishments.

The city council decided March 15
with a 5-2 vote to certify the list of seven
businesses to move forward with re-

ceiving licenses for marijuana, includ-
ing several retail operations. Those
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So, Livonia is asking voters to ap-
prove a 20-year, $186 million bond on
May 4 that would improve district infra-
structure and create new programs.

"We know exactly what we need ...
We do not seek to ask for the maximum

amount of dollars we could bring in,"
Oquist said. "Rather, we matched our
request with the need that exists."
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Livonia School District business operation inal desk from Franklin High that was
added in 1964 when it was opened. Teach€ r update if the bond proposal passes.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

What to ki . Livonia

schools' pi 86M bond
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife,com How Livonia decided

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN on 20 years, $186 million

Livonia Public Schools is responsible When Livonia brought a bond pro-
for about three million square feet in fa- posal to voters in 2013, the district
cilities. Andrea Oquist, the district's su- identified $275 million in needs. In-

perintendent, said those classrooms, stead, the district asked for a $195 mil-

hallways, athletic fields and offices cost lion through a 30-year bond in an
money to maintain. Oquist also said the
district tries to evolve with what the See BOND, Page 2A

Teen's statemel m murder trial

businesses awarded licenses include:

e Karvol, 37435 and 37601 Cherry Hill
I LJA Holdings LLC, 37570 Cherry

Hill

. Quality Roots on the northwest

corner of Cherry Hill and Newburgh
. Thanos LLC on the southwest cor-

ner of Inkster and Ann Arbor Trail

i Common Citizen, 37655 Ford Road

• Belal Elayan, 38400 Abruzzi

family's Howard Road home be al-
lowed.

On Feb. 26, Supreme Court justices
explained their reversals as being "in
light of the prosecutor's concession
that the juvenile defendant was sub-

jected to a 'custodial interrogation'
without being advised of his rights
pursuant to Miranda v Arizona."

See BANNED, Page 5A

I Unique Testing Solutions, 5838 Ex-
ecutive

The lawsuits, filed on behalf of sever-

al businesses that applied for the li-
censes but were not awarded any, argue
the city was unfair in its decision proc-
ess to select the businesses to receive 11-

censes.

See WESTLAND, Page 2A

Police turn

to social
workers

as mental

health calls

increase

Susan Vela and Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The coronavirus pandemic's toll of

death, grief and isolation means more
mental health crises and more leaning

on police for help, even though those
officers are not necessarily the most
qualified to manage the mental as-

pects.

The predicament of having to navi-
gate an upended mental state for the
sakeofsafetycanbescaryforeventhe
best police officers.

Novi Officer Samantha Grockau re-

members a call in which she encoun-

tered a teen who ran away from home.
He wanted to harm himself.

"I said to him, 'Tell me what hap-
pened, tell me what's going on,' and he
said a lot of it had to do with every-
thing that's happened in the last year,"
she said. "It's all overthe board on how

it's affecting people."
Mental health issues like substance

abuse and attempts at self harm can

have a deep, lasting effect on police of-
ficers as well.

"I've dealt with my fair share of calls
that have gone well and ones that have
gone very badly," Grockau said. "I'd be
able to speak for any cop when I say if
it goes bad, it's going to affect you in
every single way that it can.

"Even when it goes well, your
adrenaline still goes through the roof."

The pandemic and everything it
brought with it highlights the growing
need for police to do more than just
recognize when mental health issues

are the underlying problem.
Many officers concur with the

critics: At the end of the day, they're
not mental health professionals. But
as Novi Police Chief David Molloysaid,

people call police when "things are
falling apart."

"We do the best we can with the

tools that we have, but we're not (men-

tal health) professionals. We're just
not," Livonia Police Chief Curtis Caid

said.

See POLICE, Page 5A
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Bond

Continued from Page lA

effort to lessen the burden on taxpayers for a while
longer. A bond allows the district to borrow a large sum
of money and, through tax-collected dollars, pay it off
over time.

"We knew going into (2013) there would be projects
that would have to be deferred for another turn,"

Oquist said.
The remaining needs not addressed by the 2013

bond and new needs led the district to request $186
million from voters this year.

"These aren't just some nice ideas of things we
should do," Alison Smith, the district's director of fi-

nance. "This is backed up by a needs assessment."
The district chose a 20-year bond to pay less inter-

est in the long run.
Oquist and other district officials have repeatedly

stressed an approving choice from voters would not
raise taxes. But, if voters say "no, taxes would go
down.

An anonymous website calling itself Lower Your
Damn Taxes Livonia advocates for just that. The site
references salaries and benefits for district adminis-

trators but does not express any specific concerns with
the proposal or operations within the district. The
group did not respond to an email requesting com-
ment.

"The tax rate would temporarily go down, but our

need isn't going to go away," Smith said.

Aging buildings

In Michigan, schools get funding from a program
approved by voters in 1994 commonly referred to as
Proposal A.

Oquist said the proposal focused on classrooms
more than facilities, which, she said, is why many dis
tricts need things like bonds and sinking funds to help
keep their buildings operational.

"They simply took the pot of money, number of stu-
dents and assigned an amount per-pupil based on the
levy at that time," Oquist said. "Proposal A does not
provide any dollars for buildings or facilities. It was
simply for the cost of what happens in the classroom."

Now infrastructure like teacher desks, doors and

kitchens, which are original to many of the schools,
need replacing.

"We have a significant need to update our kitchens
and our serving lines in every cafeteria," Oquist said.
"They are original to the schools, so they're 50 to 60
years old."

Most buildings are without air conditioning as well.

Oquist said adding air conditioning would allow for
more summer programs and keep everyone comfort-

able on warm fall days.
"We do not have air conditioning in the majority of

our classrooms," she said. "Many, many districts
around us, if not most, do have that. We know that for

learning as well as the work environment for our staff,
that's really an essential component ... Some of those

classrooms get very, very hot. It can become very un-
comfortable."

Other items the bond would pay for include im-
provements to athletic fields, roofs, boilers, pavement,
playgrounds and more. The money would also allow
Livonia to purchase some new school buses.

New programs, building expansions

The bond would also give Livonia money to create

new programs.

"One of the things I would be really excited about is

the ability to redesign and reimagine or library media
centers for the 21.st century learner," she said. "We'd be
infusing more technology, collaborative learning
spaces and utilizing so students can work indepen-
dently, in smaIl groups and in large group settings."

The district would also expand its early childhood
programs.

"We have a growing need in our cornmunity for
childcare, preschool and young fives offerings," Oquist
said. "So we want to be able to pull those offerings to-
gether and have a place that meets the needs of our
community."

Administrators would also like to give the middle
and high school robotics program, which is run out of

the Dickinson Center on Newburgh Road, a more per-
manent home as well as expand its career technical
training offerings.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankers/ey at stankerste@
hometownlife. com or 248-305-0448. Follow her on

Twitter @shelby_tankk.

Westland

Continued from Page lA

Concerns over

scoring applicants

Anthony Bologna, a

Bloomfield Hills attorney

representing MHS West-
land which seeks to put a
retail marijuana facility
at the site of The Copper
Door bar at Joy and Ink-
ster roads, said his client

isn't interested in litiga-
tion and wants the city to

correct its scoring rubric
to determine how to grant
the licenses.

"They don't want a
long litigation," he said.
"They'd like the city to
come to the table and

realize they made a mis-
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and make it fair."

At issue for Bologna
and his client is the issue

surrounding the remedi-
ation of the property
score. The city crafted a
scoring rubric that

awarded points for vari-
ous aspects of the pro-
jects, which also included
whether or not a marijua-
na business would reme-

diate and clean up prop-
erties that have fallen

into disrepair.
Bologna said his eli-

ents' The Copper Door
building discovered plen-
ty of issues inside, in-
cluding asbestos, and
proposed demolishing

the existing building and
constructing a new one
on site. That demolition

and construction, the
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complaint reads, should
count toward the final

score on MHS Westland's

rubric.

"It should be noted

that this scoring criteria
states that the applicant
will receive 8 points if
they 'will develop and re-
mediate property that is
environmentally con-

taminated/" the com-

plaint reads. "This means
even though MHS will be
constructing a new build-

ing on the property, the
necessary remediation

and demolition of The

Copper Door, environ-
mentally contaminated
property, satisfies this
criterion."

That lawsuit resulted

in a temporary restrain-
ing order, Bologna said,

issued by Wayne County

Circuit Judge John Gillis.
That restraining order
prohibits any action by
the City of Westland to
move the licensing proc-
ess forward until at least

June.

Bologna filed a similar
lawsuit against the city

for another client, Harper
Ventures, LLC, which
seeks a retail license on

the south side of the city.
Another lawsuit, filed

on behalf of three other

businesses seeking li-
censes, made arguments
that the city's scoring ru-
bric was not in line with

standards as set by the
Michigan Regulation and
Taxation of Marihuana

Act. The lawsuit claims

using criteria used

doesn't fall within the

scope of the law.
The suit, filed by How-

ell-based Pollicella, PLLC
and Bloomfield Hills-

based Bahoura Law, rep-
resents three companies
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Some marijuana flower for sale at Michigan's Finest
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Election is to vote on the follo 4

SCHOOL DISTRICT BONDING PROP,

Shall Livonia Public School District, Wayne County, Michi,
not to exceed One Hundred Eighty-Six Million Dollars ($18
general obligation unlimited tax bonders therefor. in one or :

Full text of the ballot proposal may be obtained at the adminis
Public Schools, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan 48152

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector of the City <
registered,may register to vote at the Office of the City Clerk; thi
Clerk; any Secretary of State branch office; or other designatec

seeking licenses: Blue
Water Cannabis Compa-
ny, LLC; H.O.D. Westland,
LLC; and Henndogs
Holdings, LLC. A mes-

sage seeking comment on
that lawsuit was not re-

turned by press time.
In a statement, West-

land Mayor William Wild
said lawsuits filed against
the city was not a sur-

prise.

"As expected the City
has been sued by unsuc-
cessful marijuana license
applicants and those
suits are now in the

Wayne County Circuit
Court," he said. "We have
to let the legal process
play itself out to see what

the next steps are in the
process for getting mari-
juana facilities open up in
the city as the citizens in-
dicated they wanted and
city council have ap-
proved."

Westland's maruuana
licensing process

City ordinance allows
for up to eight licenses be
awarded to businesses

across the city with five
retailers permitted in var-
ious parts ofthe commu-
nity. Two of those Ii-
censes can be just retail
locations with one locat-

ednorthofFord Roadand

another south of Ford

Road in the city. Three
other locations in the city

may sell marijuana but

STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBA·nE COURT

COUNTY OF WAYNE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decede n Cs Estate

TO ALI. CREDITORS:

The Settlor. ISSAS. RIZKALLAH.

who lived ai 31170 Dawer, Street.

Garden City, Michigan 48135. died

Januaryll. 2021 Thereis no personal
representative of the settlor s e'lite
to whom Letters ofAdnginistratiw

have been issued.

Gredita™ of the dici,dent are nitified

must be collocated busi-

nesses in industrial zon-

ing districts.
Another license can be

issued to a stand-alone

secure transporter li-

cense and its equivalent
license in industrial zon-

ing districts; another can
be issued to a stand-

alone marijuana micro-
business license in in-

dustrial zoniIig districts;
and another can be is-

sued to a stand-alone

safety compliance facility
license and its equivalent
license, in commercial,
office, or industrial zon-

ing districts. That totals
eight businesses.

The businesses are al-

towed under the passage
of the Michigan Regula-
lion and Taxation of Mar-

ihuana Act, which was

approved by Michigan
voters in 2018.

The city received 36
applications, which were
reviewed by the city's
marijuana selection com-
mittee and scored. Twen-

ty-seven of the applicant
appealed their scores,
which were upheld after
several public hearings.

Those businesses se-

lected for approval will
need to come back to the

city for review of site plan
before they could begin
construction or open

their shops.

Council decision

The two council mem-

bers who voted no on the

seven licenses during the

March 15 meeting -
Councilman Peter Herzb-

erg and Councilwoman
Tasha Green - both ex-

pressed concerns over
the high concentration of
marijuana businesses in
one part of the city. Ofthe

seven businesses to move

forward in the process,
three were located near

the intersection of Cherry
Hill and Newburgh roads.

"I don't want to see the

three facilities altogether
there," Herzberg said. "I
do have an issue with

that."

Councilman Jim God-

bout said while he was

not completely happy
with all the locations se-

lected, there was only a
small amount of land eli-

gible for such businesses
as the ordinance was

written.

He said it was a fore-

gone conclusion once

Westland decided to

open up to marijuana
businesses that there

would be complaints.
"We knew when we

went into this process
there were going to be
winners and losers. The

winners were going to be
happy and the losers
weren't going to be hap-
py," he said. "It's the un-
fortunate part of the
whole process. But one
thing that did happen
was we were consistent

with the process. We fol-
lowed the ordinance as it

was laid out."

In addition to the loca-

tion issues, Green said

she was unhappy with
the timing on reviewing
the final decision. She

said she received word

regarding documents to
be viewed the Friday be-

fore the Monday meeting
and that those docu-

ments were only avail-
able on a single computer
within city hall.

She said when she ar-

rived at city hall, she had
a difficult time finding the
computer with the infor-
mation on it, limiting her
time to review the plans.

"I am not confident

with how this has hap-
pened/' Green said. "To
expect city council to
make such an important
decision in a small brack-

et of time which gives us
minimal time to make

sure that our city is pro-
tected is asinine. "

Contact reporter Da-
vid Veselenak at dvesele-

nak@hometownlife. com
or 734-678-6728. Follow

him on Twitter @david-

veselenak.

forms can be obtained at mi.gov/vote and mailed to the Livonia City Clerk. Voters who are

already registered may update their registration at www.expressSOS.com.

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the local Clerk is Monday,
April 19, 2021. After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in
person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the Office of the City Clerk located at 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia. MI 48154 at the following times:

• Regular business hours: Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• Saturday, May 1, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• Election Day, Tuesday, May 4,2021 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sample ballots can be viewed at www.livonia.gov under the Clerk's "Vote Livonia" page, or
be viewed at mi.gov/vote, or you may also pick up a sample ballot in person at the Office of
the City Clerk at Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive. Livonia. MI 48154 Telephone·
(734) 466-2230.
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Where to sign up for COVID-19 vaccination
David Veselenak Hometownlife com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The vast majority of Michigan adults are poised to
join health care workers, seniors and other groups as
eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccines in the coming
daysi But where can you find one?

Michiganders 16 and older become eligible to re„
ceive a vaccine April 5. Expect a big demand for the
shots, whicheontinuetoseesupplyfarbelowdemand.

We've compiled a list of methods to sign up for one
ofthe three approved COVID-19 vaccines. Important to
note is all places currently require an appointment.

This list isn't exhaustive, but hopefully it gives you a
good start.

Local government

Both county and local governments are providing
access to vaccines across the area, though it does vary
depending on which side of Eight Mile you're on.

Oakland County is handling its vaccine allotments
directly, opting to give the jabs at designated places.
Those looking to register to "save their spot" for an ap-
pointment can do so by visiting oaklandcountyvacci-
ne.com.

In Wayne County (outside of Detroit), several local
municipalities are handling vaccination efforts, espe-
cially for seniors. Clinics for vaccinations have taken
place for seniors in Livonia, Northville, Garden City,
Plymouth, Canton, Wayne and Westland.

To determine the status of those clinics, it's best to

keep tabs on local municipal websites and social
media.

Residents of Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, Inkster,
Redford Township, Allen Park, Garden City and Mel-
vindale are eligible to receive the vaccine through
Dearborn at the Ford Community and Performing Arts
Center. Those who qualify can register online at cityof-
dearborn.org/covid.

Wayne County has conducted vaccinations through
clinics held at Schoolcraft College in Livonia, though it
asks those seeking a vaccine to go through a health
care channel. Visit the county's COVID-19 website to
get up-to-date information on upcoming clinics.

Those who work in the City of Detroit may also be
eligible through the city. More information can be
found on the city's website.

For those who miss heading downtown to the major
sporting event sites can get their fix (kind of) by get-
ting a COVID-19 vaccine at Ford Field in Detroit. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency recently
launched a mass vaccination clinic at the home of the

Detroit Lions that will run for several weeks and vacci-

nate thousands of people a day. Meijer is handling reg-
istration forthe clinic, and those looking to sign up can
do so at clinic.meijer.com/register/CLOOO1.

Keep an eye on social media as well in case appoint-

Dr. Ala Shuker, inte nal medicine physician, right,
receives the first COVID-19 vaccination at Ascension

Providence Hospital in Novi, administered by Alicia
Murrell, RN. HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

ments open up later in the day: at least once since
opening a call for those seeking the shot came at the
end of the day when it was determined there were un-
used shots and not enough appointments to fill them.

Local pharmacies

One of the best bets to snag a shot is registering
through a local pharmacy

National chains such as Walgreens and Rite Aid are
offering the shots at several pharmacies across the re-
gion. These pharmacies will ask for some basic infor-
mation before signing up and have different protocols
when it comes time for a second-dose appointment if
one's needed.

If you're unable to find an appointment at the near-
est pharmacy to you, open up the geographic radius. It
appears more appointments may be available outside
of metro Detroit: some people are traveling as far as
Toledo, Jackson and Saginaw to get an appointment.

Bigger stores such as Meijer, Kroger and Walmart
offer the vaccine as well. Stores require an account to
sign up.

Those who feel more comfortable with local options
can inquire at the smaller pharmacies in the region.
Places such as Ray's Drugs in Livonia have gotten con-
siderable attention for providing the jabs. It's best to
inquire with your local pharmacy regarding availabil-

i

YES

Hospitals, health care systems

The area's hospitals continue their efforts to vacci-
nate the public as well.

Beaumont Health has opened up registration for
shots and will administer them at a few locations, in-
cluding the Beaumont Service Center in Southfield
and the Beaumont Learning and Innovation Center in
Dearborn. Those looking to sign up, which can be done
online, must have an account with the health care sys-
tem.

The St. Joseph Mercy Health System also requires
signing up for an account to register for the shot, which
can be done online. The health care system offers ap-
pointments at hospitals across the region, including
St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia and St. Joseph
Mercy Oakland Hospital in Pontiac. Some clinics in
Washtenaw County, including St. Joseph Mercy Hos-
pital in Superior Township, have rerouted their doses
to the Washtenaw County Health Department, which
is administering them in Ypsilanti.

Those who are patients in the Ascension Michigan
health system, which includes Ascension Providence
Hospitalin Novi, may be contacted by their health care
provider to schedule an appointment.

The system is currently not utilizing a registration
or wait list for members of the public seeking a CO-
VID-19 vaccine.

Garden City Hospital is currently reaching out to
patients who have been treated the last few years to
schedule a vaccine appointment. Community mem-
bers who fall within the current guidelines can also

register for an appointment once once becomes avail-
able by visiting the hospital's website. Vaccinations
take place at the hospital's Medical Office Building at
6255 Inkster in Garden City.

Elsewhere

While these are some of the local areas, other places
to get the COVID-19 vaccine may be available else-
where.

Several websites have been set up to help connect
vaccine-seekers to shots, including vaccinefinder. org.
There, visitors can search for places offering shots in a
specific geographic area.

For those who like a little uncertainty in their lives,
some sites can alert you if a specific vaccine site may

have unused doses. One such site, hidrb.com, allows

people to sign up to receive an alert ifthere are unused
shots at a local clinic due to cancellations or no-shows.

In that case, the website will alert the user of an
available shot and users have a short window of time

to both sign up for the appointment and travel to the
site to receive the vaccine.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@
hometownlife. com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on

Twitter @davidveselenak.

Are you experiencing any of these symptoms?
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U E] Do you have trouble hearing in a noisy place?

El El Doyou have ringing in your ears?

m m Do people complain that you turn the TV volume up too high?

I I Do you ask people to repeat what they say or feel like people mumble?

O El Do family members or coworkers tell you that you are not hearing what they say?

How Did You Do?

If you checked "YES" to one or more of these questions, hearing loss may be to blame.
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lil  If you chetlEI"YES"'T6'm16-Or#ime-Millee questions,

 hearing loss may be to blame. Call our office today to ' schedule an appointment with one of our
local hearing care providers!

pefd-
 wellness and happiness. Most importantly, hope for
 reconnecting with family and friends. When the time
 comes, and it will, to be able to meet with your family

and friends; do not let your hearing loss be the reason

you can't communicate with them.

2,

Currently Wear Hearing Aids and Looking to Upgrade? r - £=T 67 Pop/7- D-emand '
Ask us about our trade in program!

 UA,m r=EFER." 
1 PREMIUM HEARING AIDS 1

1 OR up to $2000 off with trade-in 1
Offer Expires 4/2/21

PROVIDER:

IMI Hearing Care B)BF#Inlql
-mn= l 1,1000 complele

0

Lisa Berch

MA, CCC-A

IL

HEALTHY HEARING CENTER

23895 Novi Road, # 100 • Novi, MI 48375 • 734-767-0455
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Monsignor John Zenz, right, offers a communion wafer to a parishioner from a safe distance during service March 17 at Holy Name Church in Birmingham.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

As Easter approaches, pastors
grapple with guiding their nocks
Susan Brom|ey Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As the second Easter in a pandemic
quickly approaches, churches'doors are
open again, but the look and mood in-
side varies.

At some services, masks are re-

quired. At others, masks are optional. It
may depend on the area ofthe church or
the time of service. All of this has sown

division in congregations gathered for a
common purpose: to worship Christ.

At South Lyon's Fellowship Evangeli-
cal Presbyterian Church, Pastor Alan

Conrow has sought to please everyone
with a "grace+based approach," requir-
ing masks be worn in the sanctuary
while simultaneously offering the use of

a multi-purpose room during service in
which masks are optional.

"Trying not to let COVID divide us

and masks divide us is very difficult in
this time. It's off the charts," Conrow

said. "We struggle with that. None of

these decisions are made flippantly
There are two narratives and two worlds

colliding, and then you throw the poli-
ties on top ofthat ..."

Pastor Paul Jenhinson, leader of Oak

Pointe Church's Milford campus where
the final service of each Sunday is now
mask optional, said church leaders have
been put in a "very hard spot."

"We spent oodles of hours trying to
figure out best practices for our church
and also to be helpful to our communi-
ty," he said. "Some people could see (the
mask-optional service) as unhelpful or

irresponsible, but we had to weigh the
emotional impact from this year and
people's fatigue. We're not acquiescing
but really trying to take a look at the
whole person and the difficulty and bur-
den for people."

He raised concerns about increased

rates of depression and suicides and
said for some people, feelings of isola-
tion are more intense or wearing a mask

"is a significant burden."
"It's a polarizing choice, but so is the

choice fDI

100 percent masks all the time," Jenkin-
son said, adding that the earliest service
is just that - masks required - while
middle services offer a "restaurant-

style approach," with masks only re-
quired if moving in common areas.

At Holy Name Catholic Church in Bir-

mingham, masks are not a choice. If you
want to attend, you are expected to wear
a mask at all times with the exception of
when you accept communion.

The church, which serves about

2,400 families comprising at least 5,000
individuals, also encourages parishion-

ers to register for services as it seeks to
keep 6 feet of distance between people
who are not from the same household.

Monsignor John Zenz said that even
though the church is large and capable
of holding 850 people on the main floor,
because of the configuration of seating
and makeup of the congregation, only
about 110 people can be in the pews for

each service while maintaining social
distancing.

Zenz said the archdiocese has given

r49 0%

Oak Pointe Pastor Paul Jenkinson is

expecting a full house Easter weekend.

general directions to Catholic churches,

but allows individual pastors and lead-
ers to determine what is best for their

parishes. At Holy Name, he said the
congregation is generally accepting of
the more strict approach to restrictions.

"Everyone wears masks, myself in-
cluded," he said. "People know (the
rules) and if they don't want to wear a
mask, they don't come."

Livestrearned worship services,

which was the only option a year ago for
all churches, remains an option.

Zenz is grateful that this Easter the
church will host in-person services.

"Last year we couldn't and that was
very awkward and even painful for a lot
of us," he said.

Teri Moore, a Birmingham resident
and parishioner, has been attending
regularly for 10 years and is grateful she
can do so in person, She doesn't always
register, but has never been turned
away at the door.

"Beingableto attend Mass and be in a

community with others worshiping
brings strength to everyday tasks and
situations," she said. "I can see God's
hand working in my life in so many dif'-

ferent ways and to be able to worship
and give thanks for that is vital."

Earlier in the pandemic, it was par-
ticularly devastating for her to be sep-
arated from the Eucharistic services,

but communion has resumed at Holy
Name.

Dealing with COVID-19 cases

Other religious traditions will have to

wait, including feet washing, which is a
Holy Thursday ritual in the Catholic
church. Zenz said this year, that rite will
be reserved for three people joining the

church who have indicated they are not
afraid to have their feet washed in the

current situation.

Also missing will be processions for
Palm Sunday and the Easter vigil, due to
the need for social distancing.

But the safety measures Holy Name
has kept in place have had the intended
effect. Zenz is aware of only two congre-
gants who have tested positive for CO-
VID-19 since the pandemic began, and
neither involved any interactions with
the church.

Conrow said a congregant who re-

Pastor Alan Conrow with Fellowship

Evangetical Church in South Lyon.

cently tested positive for COVID-19 after
attending the early March service is not
the only congregant who has tested pos-
itive, but the only one who was in

church when at risk for passing it on to
others.

He notified Fellowship EPC members

by email and said only two others had
been potentially exposed.

Frank and Jane Severn, 15-year mem-
bers of Fellowship EPC, opted for ser-
vices in the sanctuary where masks are
required. The couple, both 80 years old,
missed attending church earlier in the
pandemic.

"It was a grave loss," Frank Severn
said. "The Bible describes church as a

household o f God and if we're all staying
in our own room all the time and never

gather together, you lose the sense of

oneness as a community. We missed
seeing and greeting and confessing our
faith together and talking together. We
missed the whole community aspect."

The couple recognizes the divide
there has been in their church. Frank

Sevem notes some felt strongly about
the mask mandate and said they
wouldn't go to church if forced to wear
one.

Conrow does not anticipate rescind-
ing the mask-optional provision the
church offers, unless there is an in-

crease in exposure risk.
Some Oak Pointe Church members

have also tested positive for COVID-19,
Jenkinson said there have been a

"few deaths, but it's hard to say if they
were from COVID."

He said the church has not had to

cancel any services, but some individ-
ual meetings have been canceled. That
includes student ministries after a CO-

VID-19 outbreak at Milford High School
on March 23 in which 11 students tested

positive, resulting in dozens of quaran-
tines.

The increase in cases again is dis-
heartening, but Jenkinson has no plans
to turn back. The attempt to placate a di-
vi(led church has not come without a

cost.

Dwindling numbers

Prior to the pandemic, Oak Pointe in
Milford had an average Sunday atten-
dance of about 750 people. Oer the

course of a month, about 1,000 congre-
gants would attend services.

With a shift to virtual services last

spring, then outdoor services last sum-
men then a return to the sanctuary last
fall but with some of the congregation
wearing masks throughout the service

and some removing them for singing or
when the sermon was given, to now
with separate services, there are fewer
in the pews, perhaps 500 on any given
Sunday.

Some of that is because people are
choosing to watch from home, but Jen-
kinson said some of the loss is because

people have gotten out of the habit of
going to church.

Others have left the church because

they feel it does not line up with their
political values or COVID-19 values, or
because "we were too stringent for too
long.-

"It's a bummer and disappointing on
three fronts: on some level people are
still not feeling comfortable in public
gatherings: it's also hard because you

realize some people have just drifted
away from the church; and then honest-
ly, it's a bummer when people feel you're
not doing it right with politics or COVID
and they leave instead of staying and
being part of the discussion and correc-
tion about an issue."

He acknowledged that those who
profess their faith as Christians in
church on Sunday are just as fallible
outside of church and, even in the best
of times, humans are inherently selfish
by nature.

He recalled a sermon series over the

summer taken from the book of Philip-
pians, which he describes as the most
overtly political book in the New Testa-
ment. He chose it to talk to the congre-
gation about how they relate to each
other as people, and how they live with
their neighbor and God in a community.

"Like most things, you hear and
agree, and then on Monday morning,
you realize it's a pretty challenging thing
to live out," Jenkinson said. "Ultimately,
the only thing that can unify a congre-
gation is the gospel,

"The only thing that can unify a
church, but also a country, is what do
you have in common? Of course you
have differences. COVID, the next elec-

Non, the next social justice problem we
have - those are opportunities in which

to shine the gospel, to make changes
where needed and give grace where
needed:

He believes the vaccines will bring
more people back. In the past month, he
is seeing the return o f more families and

elderly citizens, who bring with them
happy smiles, whether hidden by a
mask or not.

The arrival of Easter this year, he
adds, gives renewed joy.

-Easter gives us an opportunity to fo-
cus on where the true hope is, a hope

that can overcome challenges in any
given year, but especially this year," he
said.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Twitter: @SusemBromley10.
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Police

Continued from Page lA

Calls up across the board

Police from Hometown Life area communities re-

ported a nearly 30% increase in mental health runs in a
month-to-month comparison of January 2020 and
January 2021.

Police officials were quick to point out the number
of runs needing some sort of mental health strategy is
actually higher than the approximately 220 counted
this most recent January. Other types of runs - deaths
by suicide, attempted suicides, and ones involving
paranoia and hallucination - also imply calls for men-
tal health assistance.

Sout:h Lyon Sgt. Chris Faught said police in the
small community responded to 17 calls in January that
included someone suspected of mental health issues.
That compares to 10 in January 2020.

While police receive training for such matters, some
experts say more training and awareness is needed to
minimize criticism over police conduct.

"It really needs to be a partnership and a coordina-
tion of community resources ... Officers aren't mental
health professionals and they have their own job to
do/' Jaime White, director of clinical development at
Hegira Health, said. "It's about knowing when that
handoff is necessary. We both have different things to
offer,"

Wayne police recently received mental health first
aid training, which teaches them how to identify, un-
derstand and respond to signs of mental illness and
substance abuse disorders.

Northville Township police completed the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police One Mind cam-

See POLICE, Page 6A
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Novi Police Officer Samantha Grockau has been doing what she can during the pandemic to understand how

mental health issues affect the citizens with whom she works in the community. Grockau has also been

working with management to create a peer support group for fellow officers. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Banned

Continued from Page lA

That historic court

case hovers over police
interrogations. Det'en-

dants in custodial inter-

rogations must be made
aware of their right to re-
main silent, consult with
an attorney and have an

attorney present during
questioning.

Appellate attorney

Carole Stanyar said the
Supreme Court's decision
was rare because it re-

versed a significant deci
sion before trial. The

prosecutors' admission
of error also was differ-

ent.

At the heart of Sta-

nyar's appeal was Altan-
tawi's encounter with po-
lice having classic ear-
marks of a false confes-

sion wrought by
aggressive detectives.

"It all speaks to how
outrageous this police in-
terrogation was," Stanyar
said. "He's a juvenile.
He's surrounded by de-
tectives who have basi-

callytaken over his home.
He's isolated from family

(with) no Miranda warn-

ings.
"The detectives feed

ranieh when she fell," one

appellate court summary
stated. "Defendant even-

tually told the police offi-
cers that he held the lad-

der for Huranieh while

she was cleaning a win-

dow, but failed to pay at-
tention, which somehow
caused her to fall."

Autopsy results indi-
cated Huranieh's cause of

death was asphyxia and
smothering. A certified
fitness instructor, she

and Muhammad's father

had been going through a
difficult divorce.

Both the Michigan
Court of Appeals and

UDIti

To place an ad, call 58€

- - William joseph Mc
father, Pop Pop, frienc
counselor

Michigan Supreme Court
have closed their files on

Altantawi's appeals while
he and another attorney
David Steingold prepare
for the next court battle in

Oakland County Circuit
Court.

Steingold reports that
Altantawiis depressed,

anxious and wanting to
get home. Still, the attor-

ney considers his client in

the right state of mind
considering their circum-
stances. Steingold plans

to request a bond hearing
once the Oakland Circuit

Court case starts moving

again.

iaries
26-7171 or visit mideath

Joe McMahon

ahon - Loving husband,
and certified insurance

est with family, watching

Altantawi originally
was at a juvenile jail. He
was transferred to Oak-

land County Jail after

turning 19.
"Mr. Altantawi has

now been growing up in

jail," Steingold said. "He's
not having any kind of
mental health issues

while he's at the jail. It's

just not an appropriate
place for a person of that

age."
Steingold said there

are a few exceptions un-
der which Altantawi's

statements to Farming-
ton Hills police can still

become jury evidence.

,-8 notices.com/place.php
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Joe MeMahon was happi
sunsets, doting on his little dog, reading, playing
chess, and telling tales of his cloak-and-dagger days.

A

"(However), it certain-

ly isn't going to happen

under my watch," said the
attorney who is ultimate-
ly expecting an acquittal
of the first-degree pre-
meditated murder

charge.
He has a theory as to

why the Oakland County
prosecutors admit there
was a mistake made re-

garding the police offi-
cers' interrogation of Mu-
hammad.

"My theory, which may
verywellbe wrong, isthat

they knew from the briefs
that we were likely to pre-
vail," Steingold said.

Max 1

NORTHVILLE, MI -

Max Eugene Nicol, of
Northville, MI, died

peacefully on March 22,
2021.

Max was born April
10, 1924 and spent his
childhood in the Metro

Detroit area. He attended

"They perhaps did not
want a far-reaching opi-
nion that would have

statewide effect and may
have wanted to limit this

ruling to this case.

"We're happy they
came to the conclusion

that they did. I attribute
nothing but the proper
motives and making cer-
tain that justice is done
and that there is no taint

on whatever happens in
this case."

Contact reporter Su-
san Vela at svela@home-

townlife. com or 248-303-
8432. Follow her on Twit-

ter @)susanuda.

ficol

loe died peacefully of natural causes after a series
of illnesses.

Joe was born to William Joseph McMahon Sr. and
Gladys (nte Kernaghan) on December 24,1940, in
Detroit. He grew up in Highland Park, MI, studied
engineering, then joined the U.S. Army iii 1961.
He served in the 76th USASA Special Operations Unit in Taiwan as part of
a mutual security agreement to defund the island and Chiang Kai-shek's
Chinese Nationalist government in exile from Mao Zedong's Communists
during the Chinese Civil War. He earned decorations for good conduct,
marksmanship, and as a sharpshooter while amassing material for many
family legends. After his honorable discharge, Joe returned to Detroit. Three
days later, he met and fell in love with Dorothy Marie Zelenak. They were
married a year later.

During their 56 years of marriage. Joe and Dorothy brietly lived in Chi-
cago, where eldest son Christopher Sean was born, before settling in Troy,
MI, the birthplace of Timothy Craig, and later Bloomfield Hills. During his
nearly 60 years in the insurance industry, Joe established and grew several
successful businesses, including Benchmark Financial Inc. in Bingham Farms.
He provided a bountiful life for his family that included coaching both sons
at hockey, private school educations, ski trips, university degrees, lazy days
on Beaver Island, as well as family adventures to exotic locations, and more.

Joe was honored as best man at both of his sons' weddings and was known
as a wise and patient counselor on all matters, personal and professional. He
was generous of spirit and quickly earned the love and respect of Vivienne
Bettina Gertrud Jones, Chris' wife, and the adoration of Francesca Marie,

their daughter. Dorothy, Chris, Tim, Vivienne, and Francesca are eternally
grateful for the love and effort he invested in his family and home life.

Joe also is survived by Patricia and Janice, daughters of his sister Marion
Haze]dine, who preceded him in death, as did his parents and sister Blanche
Kawagly.

The family will receive family and friends at a private Mass and reception
this summer.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to St. Iude Children's Research
Hospital, www.stiude.org.

A.1. Desmond & Sons, 248-362-2500.

View obituary and sign tribute wall at
AN)esmond.com

him facts, saying that
they know this and they

know that already The
detectives repeatedly
suggest to Muhammad
how it happened. He re-
peatedly says, 'But I don't
know what happened.'
He finally breaks down
crying and says 'Tell me
what you want me to say
and Ill say it.' That inter-
rogation explains the de-
cisions in this case."

She said Altantawi ul-

timately told the detec-
tives a version of the sto-

ry they fed him.
Farmington Hills Po-

lice Chief Jeff King did

not respond to requests
for comment, and gov-
ernment officials typical-
ly do not speak about
pending litigation. The
Oakland County Prosecu-

tor's Office also ignored a
request for comment.

Nada Huranieh was

found dead Aug. 21, 2017,
at the age of 35. She was
the mother of three: Mu-

hammad, a top student at
the International Acad-

emy in White Lake, and
daughters aged 9 and 14
years.

"Sergeant Wehby en-
couraged defendant to be
honest and suggested
that defendant had been

in the bedroom with Hu-

Cass Tech High School Illillillilliallillillthen served in the U.S.

Army Air Forces during
World War Il. After graduating from Lawrence
Tech in 1949 with an engineering degree, Max
worked for the Ford Motor Company for 38 years,
first in Product Development at the Design Center
and then in Corporate Strategy Staff. Max lived in
Plymouth, Ml for many years, as well as Northville
after his retirement.

Max had many happy memories of time spent
at Lake Columbia. He was an avid competitive
sailor with many wins, and he liked to play golf
and traveled extensively. He was a member of the
Plymouth Ellis Club for many years.

Max was a loving father to Lisa June Nicol (Bill
Pryor), Steve Nicol ( Lisa), Martha Nicol Hej-
ka (Tony), and proud grandfather of four and
great-grandfather of four.

Remembrances can be shared at frazerfunerals.

com.
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Police

Continued from Page 5A
Mental health calls for local police departments

we're the ones in contact with the peo-
ple on the street. We're problem solvers
and we're obligated to provide people
with assistance to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of everyone in our communi-

paign, which aims to unite communi-
ties, public safety agencies and mental
health organizations so they become "of
one mind." It also promotes mental
health first aid training.

Similarly, police in Novi are required
to undergo annual training on interven-
tion and de-escalation, and Molloy said
many of his officers seek further train-
ing on their own.

There are more intense endeavors

happening.

Bring in the professionals

Among Hometown Life communi-
ties, Livonia had the highest number of
mental health runs for January. In early
March, its city council agreed to partner
with the Livonia-based Hegira Health to
embed two social workers in the depart-
ment.

"I am so excited we're trying this pro-
gram out with social workers who will

actually be responding from our police
department," Sgt, Stacy Hayne, who
oversees the department's office o f pro-
fessional standards, said.

A larger community, Livonia will pay
$190,000 annually for the crisis support
team. The department plans to add one

social worker in April and, if all goes
welI, add another a few months later.

Canton police recently completed a
bid process and were approved to em-
bed one social worker in that depart-
ment, which Police Chief Chad Baugh

said he's been working on for over two
years.

"A social worker in our department,
as we see it, will not only be able to help
in the moment but also help navigate
the day after and the week after," Baugh
said.

Theses programs are moves other de-

partments can't fathom because oftheir
comparative lack of funds. And so they
rely on groups like Hegira, Common
Ground and other mental health en-

deavors.

Connecting people with resources

Elizabeth Kjar, Common Ground's
project director, noted that responding
to mental health crises takes up a lot of
time and resources and aren't what po-
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lice are most qualified to do.
Common Ground received a $1 mil-

lion grant last May to help Oakland

County hospitals, emergency rooms
and law enforcement agencies address
mental health issues in a long-term
fashion.

Around the start of the year, Com-
mon Ground officially began a program
with the White Lake Township Police
Department, resulting in about 50 peo-
ple agreeing so far to rely on Common
Ground's referrals for various types of
assistance, which includes suicide pre-
vention.

Both Kjar and White Lake Police Sgt.

Jeff Way said the program works to pre-
vent frequent police runs to the same
residences for the same basic reasons.

Arriving officers are screened for
mental health problems by asking five
basic questions that help determine
whether a person has received mental
health assistance, is suicidal or wants to

be dead, or is experiencing interrupted
or controlled thoughts or suicidal think-
ing.

They may call for Common Ground's
crisis mobilization team. Or they may
want to know if a seemingly troubled

e je./2 / 012
4 -jy ,>

January 2021
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person would like a call from Common
Ground, which aims to make contact
within 24 hours.

Police officers stay in contact with

Common Ground. They also continue to
check on those agreeable to Common
Ground's approach.

"They go out of their way, above and
beyond," Kjar said of White Lake police.
"They're doing things that perhaps oth-
er police officers maybe have not done in
the past. They've going back to visit
them just to make sure they're OK.
There's a great amount of kindness and
empathy that seems to be happening.
It's real admirable."

Way said he's heard from other police
administrators that such a program is
long overdue, Kjar is of the mind that
such endeavors could decrease com-

plaints about police conduct.
"The program really kind of filled a

big gap,- Way said. "There's all this mid-

die ground where we come across peo-
ple who are going through a crisis.
They're suicidal. They're abusing nar-
cotics, and they're not getting the assis-
tance.

"This kind of program is kind of like a
net. It's a bridge. In law enforcement,

ty."

Kjar said she started working with
Walled Lake, Clawson and Auburn Hills

police to discuss partnerships that
might help their communities. She'd
liketo work with all of Oakland County's
law enforcement agencies.

Other agencies, like Hegira, offer

mental health treatment for police ofll-
cers and other first responders to work
through the trauma they encounter at
work.

"Police have historically had a stig-
matizing view of receiving help," White
said. "There's a fear of, 'You're going to
take my gun away, my badge away, pull
me off the road.' It's very closely tied to
their ability to do their work and to their
identity."

In Novi, Grockau is working with ad-
ministrators to create a peer support
group for staff that can connect officers
with resources should they need them.

"Just like how we help civilians with
resources, we need resources too," she
said.

Challenges still exist

Birmingham Police Chief Mark Cle-

mence hopes to propose a partnership
with Auburn Hills and Bloomfield

Township police later this year that
would create a mental health co-re-

sponder program with a fulltime county
social worker working exclusively for
those communities.

That kind of program still seems far-
fetched for Farmington because of the
time and money required, Public Safety
Director Ted Warthman said.

"I don't think it's going to be feasible
without some type of funding to bring a
social worker on," he said. "If we have
one here from 8 (a.m.) to 4 (p.m.), guess
when our incident is going to happen: at
11 o'clock at night or 3 in the morning.

.So you really need to have them on
call or on staff 24-7. I think it would be

great but again funding and availability
24-7 to get one to the scene would be the

biggest challenge."
Contact reporter Susan Vela at

svela@hometownlife. com or 248-303-

8432,· contact reporter Shelby Tanker-
sky at stankersle@hometownlife. com
or 248-305-0448.

4 42 4274'm4ir#IX#462. "Luxury Cond„minium

..1.11 .1 1 Living At its Finest!"t

M t.

Canton, MI- Enchanting 2 or 3 bedroom luxury condominiums
with lofts and two car garages from 1,450 to 2,000 square feet,
contemporary design, gourmet kitchens with granite counters,
scenic landscaping, and spacious great rooms, from the $290's.

Villas at Woodbridge Estates • Canton. MI
3-·¥57. i .32'aS,l,- ·

45'290'sI

Frid;ir Thru Tue<din

The only thing better than cherishing today is
For 1 n ic) rinaUon

734-844-83(H)

486101·.th, idge. Camon. MI-ININS
1 •,Cal|cd Offacilile. Rd he|wel'll

1).mon Rd & lice], Rd

 looking forward to what tomorrow will bring, Plymouth, MI- Elegant 3 or 4 bedroom luxury condominiums
with lofts and two car garages from 2,270 to 2,430 square feet,1- Choose hope. Choose our Senior
gourmet kitchens with granite counters, quality features,

E. Living Services. and fireplaces, centrally located minutes from downtown
Plymouth and nearby Nortliville, from $399,900.

 Contact us today to learn more about our GATE WAY6limited-time move-in specials. P 1.YMOUT]l

r. 12,{,1,1
FRk $399,900

WESTLAKE
s rr-,--r'=:- N-mi#/=4 - - Irt.,1.1

IMMEDMTE O(11'1'ANCY L'WTS AVA/LABL;

HEALTH CAMPUS

A Trilogy Senior Living Community ( )pen 1 Zpm - 51)in
Frid:,Y. hilturd,n. Mimla,

or I}, Appointment
For Information

734-354-9(HH)

11()1)1'1% 1,<)('A'l Ei),11!

1,/L||ed.\1

42412 c I:iti·*un Drive.

Plunomh.&11 18170 2

INDEPENDENTLIVING I A5515IED LIVING I MEMORY CAR[ 1 AND MORE

148 363·9400  WE;T[AKTH(.COM  Wf WoodbridgeCommunities.com
LQ GMG.*)202g W

-1

.L



(WGRL) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM I THURSDAY. APRIL 1. 2021 I 7A

r.

347==di,%3*19,4. 11%tler.7-7<imre,-'timy'· "1*ev-

E.

2  Gourmet Market & Catering **
mi g .. .

Our produce is hand-selected, so you

 9 G„,irn,el M.,rket r get the freshest and finest fruits and ___ __
8, 1945

4

Fresh• Local • Natural vegetables available, throughout the year!
-41.'a- - gU Ge... t..c . %1

32 k

t. 1 jop);4 04.04.ce ©40, I shop.joesproduce.com We've made it easier for you to shop curbside online.
We now have mobile apps for your convenience oniOS and *Offt-
Android. Search Joe's Produce on your app of choice. r'S

..WEL--_-r- _ E- J - _ .'!1

€:€ ¥ € 09¥ / 9 %44¢ ----I.....3-%
-3+

0 5933066 W. Seven Mile lill. tiv,dia. MI 48152
While Supplles last · Prices suttleet to change. 2 4
Sale liall[I 3-31-*tllri6-21* Ap . cv

11£ r J    : 24*A77.4333 2 lamestires,Ment,Sea-Counter•melle,1,34,<

13'' 1 i. *

1 2 L STORE HOURS: MON- SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 42•2•1•*:247
1,2 &02C:™bA,#61 3.'  Gnurnic[ Mitrket r

£91945 4,0-

WINEFresh • Local • Natural

CELLAR
MEAT . meamnmemwam=m

NEECE USBA Pmmium  USDA Premium * 110 go point under$20 01:018,

alloic, Allgus Choice ingus alloice ingus Barefoot
750ml, All Variemls

Co*¥Bilme Bislto Steak Sm - 081 1][Clulles"BIllIDIT

St. 4 $8,99 Ill $13.99 Ill Mezzacorona Snall¥ Head

2/Slo

$13.99 Ill* ' Save $ 1.00 Save $1.00 I 750 mi, All Varietals All Valiotals

Save $100  $6.99 $8.99
1 USDA Pmmium Promium nesll 3 Pomelo Chateau Granll Traverse

 USDA Premium 49 Clloice Angus All Nalural .su late Harvest Reisling

f Clloice lugus Grounll Beel Bollo-Ill Collier OIl $8·99 $12.99

111!Ilishlloasl flom nounll POrk ChODS cliate. ste mic•lie il
Save 22.liu

$5.99 Ill $449111 $2.99111 All Valle/als 1 1

Save $1.00 - i$7.99
Save $1.00 Save $ 1.50 1,244.1.9,1. :

Pmmium nesh Pmmium Imsh Deamom Sausage go.
All Nalural All Nalufal 11.11101 ozell

Ball¥ Backllills log ollamb Slin S -
9$499111 $1.49 111 $4.49111
11 Save 50¢ Save $ 1.50

Save 50¢
Enrees W eeIiI + 4.r Pmmium fresh

251_« Al Haultal Stuned Pork Ton[Imloin

log Quarters Sallicaller#, Bacon las"
orAl|Die & Clloml

99¢111
Saue 30¢ $5.49111

S(tue $1.00

· ' ·r=*IMFI-,¢*t:'j45619//6 W·1: AU&!41/31./
SEAF'OOD *frivikniidiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilijwlti.. E

 Fresll Atlantic .Ial"'9"111lIW)
rail Rangoon# Salmon fillets I E Malli Malli -:.Apicir//3

1-=-m'll,1 -1-€22*!43:Vil

-6 1 CT BOK * S8.9g In 1F a• fillOIS iI ,. **4£?,g,1,

m 1...8 lf' ·· ¥ Save $3.00 .$8.9941!i
..UmUODSave 01.00Mlililf 7fi" Saut.$3.00 ....,......•--

li...2497*3*1 1
CenSea

wllitelisll coolted sh,imoof€3 e>1
L h fillets 31/40 CT Friday Fish

Vt $10.99 Ill $8.99111{11 p,37 Fry Frenzy 4>
6

by JS 904

Save $1.00
Every Fridng *hoer'Save 81.00

248-4774311 , 2/19/21-4/2/21 8 / /Hours 9am-6pm Imb-

Monday: Closed fresh Ballkalrost

Made from Scratch 1 Salmon fillets
Hot Cross Bum $14.99 m

4CT Save $7.00

$4.99111{g 110§11 Wild (899..3 2%*C,0.8 I
Save $1.00

lake Troutmt<IZ_DeISII,im,¥Chocolate
2,1...:11....fillilitilifill, ' - i31/40 CT

9 .

fil

32

Baguene k

$1.99 ea
Save 50¢

Croissant 4.41 1r]11013 T-,5#Ji-

$2.99 ea $7.99 lii
1186*$2200111111111111

Save 50¢

. -1

2



I THURSDAY, APRIL 1,2021 I O&EMEDIA (WGRL)

LAV,•h-J -9.Fl -9,9- -0* A

'Joe's Produce f

lifll/72 Gourmet Market & Catering
Our produce is hand-selected, so you

get the freshest and finest fruits and
Fresh • Local • Natural vegetables available, throughout the year!

M - trMY:01 · In

6474 A.6 06.1 shop.joesproduce.com  We now have mobile apps foryour convenience on iOS and *r  ·JWe've made iteasier foryouto shop curbside online.

Android. Search Joe's Produce on youryp of choice. -, {, 
41,• 1 ,                ,-. 85

33152 W. Sonn mile Road, Uvoilla, mI 40152 ; -7 t.mist,Num.:.se.,0/coon.m;.421#4'
248.477.4333 1 ./Im"09"uy-,•-s•,ac,••Rlms•07.10"/,244; 46, ' tbis

3 USale Vallil 3-31-21thru 4-06-21 i over 10801[ems tromeourmet & Domistlc ele•sesto '-f. .
' Premium lell Meats & FreshIN Maile Salads

MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7
An ot Bread-Fresh House Mage Evenla,-Using Non 810 Flour

243 17; 4333

PRODUCE

fresh 44 6aste;
/5-- All Green

-
11 4

Iss p Asoaragul
- < ululiff„,In//i *&:St19 ID m./0 uWI,0

We will be closed

Sundag *r# 4,2021
442 B111558I to a#ow our sta# and customers
RAP, - 1 time to observe the Easter Holiday44 p Sutout with their families and friends.

|,% kk WW reop 
4£4

Atonda¥ April 5,2021 at 9um,

4 Bearllorn + W Oil Tyme : t. »=* Hearlorn 4,'M,jj 0 Nikef# ..:* *

Brown Sugar Ilam Swiss Cheese 4% Black forest Ilam,0 * A= Premium Fresh

$4,9. A.!s.a'llf. 14-71*1,¢_ .z=stil
12 7 14101

p.,1 W.Vg Sa*,02.20 *PS Saue $2.50 A#%Sdve;£50 .u••fittllegollam: 1
P. -// Rile* Sloa  $749 m 41W BIll Tvme 9 Sallen's .761,impo"..isM*Vi'*r, Sare $1.50

i Ilard Salami Smokellouse Ilam Hollell 11:Ille Tuillell.,a:00*INS22$3000*"

1$109 ID S5A9„ 'Sm• Pawk Dearborn Sausage Co. All Natural

7rf Afpiir - premium fresh

...Save.02.50 - Save $3.50 · Save $£50 «06:rborn flame mazed Cllicken log
0 01[1 Tyme 3»*Spiral Sliced Ham Quarters

04¢ 90.-urn Yellow 01 Illite 16 $41491: 99Glb11•Im Turile¥ Ameticall;Ileese , 43
De 0¢

4.Fri- 3 ,
Sure 80¢

 Niki caught::f Fresh Bakkairosts6174 '' S¢ive #2.00121% u UJ,M,Mit·nf:m:¥2> - -  -_.. J 1  ' Save $2.00 q . lilli lilli fillets Salmon fillets 1PASTA
tj $ $81994121499,-*MI, fresh Housemalle Pasta $4.99 ,

i' Joe's Gourmet SNE;:MIEsave$7.Oliajlizi-
f'NE CHEESES .91rUn. P Catering & Events

Weddings. showers,

-I Hennind *I;.U Hennings Hennings  graduations, cocktail parties,picnics or meetings...Slmoly Strawberni Bluellem Colll,lei Toguila Ume ra whatever your event!

,(:nomlart Che1lar Clleadar A ViSit U5 2(:

- www.joesgourmetcatering.com Salie $2.00 '7

61$9249 7, 1 . $9AO „ $9.49, or the Knot i

Sa--43230.1"' . Save $2.50 Sark $2:50 mr.
Mitit.-C , ' 'INF ·1 ' 1 -j, 1. .14411&+.

GROCER¥le.I44.-i_f#-6-/////1 . n

Kiianen Healy Belloliva
*MEVERYDAY GOURMET 9"Imbfri,i["de"Will90.lages.80*00 * Dill Pickle Rising ?limuillierahilllr tls : _ s..110.1

35Broccolinl Potato Salall Balls t¥ Parmes,nl 31 & EX"Virgin $2199
01've 011 Blend %617$1ttiohi= D

a9.1.4 S6A9m SBA9 -444$8*9111
3401 12-4 50'271. Sal:e 50¢ Save 50¢ wre)*MSS#ve 50¢Ill,1 .ilikesell's

Flavered Polite Chills $2.99 ea Wine Sauorkrant@Chefs Feature i 4 33 R)TE - 22?4.9
J-*f« Herh Roasle Pork Will $8:49 i61 $3"

'   Sare 60e
CA¥i      , PASTRY:

A 1 --, ./WQ#' ??3 ?Z I.,e. .- ; 13yrlt'*92:4

927 qg bA#o 9106's Fres• Roaste[I Weekly Collee Special aster Egg 30 Easter Egg
ktkirt clge'J ,*,9,"w r,4 Cake 1.. Stanlling Cake + sollimet sweets

11 ,<a,12.£*t ChoColate or linnilla Cll,Cillate Olliallilla4»199%.
91'turf (911ene Holdel .G $2499. :304-Hours garn-6pm sG'verii!&03

Monday: Closed 1..44*z E Mini Chocolate Ham Hollnerfilf            -Made from Scratch I Mati TTiallet No Sugar All[1011 Hungarlanm
VId& Easter friends liummi Cand¥ "-- 1CLE pound Cake Null 11/,ne&

3 .U. 22 L R. -aHot Cress Bulls 4 laguelilk« 12 9/

4Ct $1:99$4149.33 - 1%. 4 34qs69. -$499,„ Save 50¢ 7 1|,' Save 50¢   - jSave 50¢FMIqf<7' [--miwmmi
Save $ 1.00 - in. WINE CELLAR

N.11

Chocolate cleck ..11. NEW lidilions te le go Polm o.der $20 ili.,1. 1

croissant m Barefoot Mezmorona anart¥ Heall Chateau Grang Travel
50 mlill Walletals 150 ml All ianmals All millals 1- -m 111•9.4

$2.99. 42/10 $6.99 $8.99Exc.,ies '1•lilr $12I99*29% 1
Save 50¢ ' -·'22©41 139--1Loaccs--01

.2 /:' ' - 2 _ _-_ afFT,4/ : '

Washington

All'lles SO,!Ile

Flouisial

 jli ikEBb Callatllan
f /ITomames P #

r = :1 on The vine 1- 1

4>*, DELI

A learloing,i
ilegulat 0168111
Bolognal

Imly

I HostL •mel
mg

+

1.



1

Observer & Eccentric Media I THURSDAY. APRIL 1,2021 I 18 (WGRL}  USA TODAY SPORTS

ALLOWAMS TODOTHECOOKING FOR YOU! = 0- .-,0 _ -ne...c,
Choose from: 4 Cill//wil<im/1/2
· Chef-Made Meals  hif

· Freshly Prepared Sides -"- 33152 W. Seven Mile Rd. ··.

· Fresh Hearth-Baked Breads and Rolls , Livonia, MI 48152 *'
• House-Made Desserts ..f

1

·.-ac ir;.51·:

Checkout Joe'sspiciali on back pa,0.

SHOP.JOESPRODUCE.COM

SPORTS

GIRLS SOCCER

Novi preps for 2021 with target on its back
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi head girIs soccer coach Todd

Pheiffer was the first one at Total Sports
Wixom March 15 for the team's tryout,
1,034 days since the team lost a game.

As he walked in, the indoor practice
field was dark. It gave him a chance to
remember.

"I'm just looking around taking it all
in like, 'I'm so glad to be back,"' Pheiffer

said, awed by the fact it had been over a
year since he coached this team. "I
missed this. I missed the girls."

The 2021Novi girls soccer team trick-
led into the indoor practice field, one

different than 2020 after losing 13 sen-
iors from the group that had its season
canceled due to COVID-19, but holding

onto the same expectations as the
teams of years past. Pheiffer circled up
his players, urging them to take it in, to
enjoy the moment.

"Everyone uses the cliche of, 'You
never know when it's going to be gone,"'
Pheiffer said. "But last year, you got to

experience it. You know what happened
when it was gone."

But Pheiffer also made it clear: this is

a new group. Novi has only three return-
ing players from its state championship
teams in 2018 and 2019.

The Wildcats head coach relayed the
same message he gave to the 2019 prior
to the start of its season after winning a
state title the year before.

" 'It's not about defending your

See NOVI, Page 3B

4

m

F.:

.C

Detroit Catholic Central varsity hockey team members celebrate their Division 1 trophy with the JV Blue team, which helped them through the regional round.
COLIN GAY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

CC hockey uses past and future
to fuel Division 1 state title win
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brandon Kaleniecki didn't have to

picture what it would be like. He had
been there before.

Since taking over as Detroit Catholic
Central hockey's head coach six seasons
ago, the Shamrocks won two Division 1

state championships, hoisting the
"wooden mitten" trophy at USA Hockey
Arena's center ice.

But for the hockey program as a
whole, the 2021 Division 1 state title tro-

phy, Kaleniecki's third, was heavy.
It felt the weight of the 2020 Sham-

rocks varsity team: a group which ended
its season due to an emerging virus. It

felt the weight of the junior varsity
team: a group which took over when the
virus nearly ended the varsity team's
2021 season in the regional round.

But when he watched a group of sen-
iors take the trophy from Catholic Cen-
tral Athletic Director Aaron Babicz, it
was hoisted as if it weighed nothing,
watching his players enjoy the moment

of bliss, of pure ecstasy.
To Catholic Central, this was not just

another wooden mitten to add to its col-

lection. It's a tangible example of how
the Shamrocks used the past and the fu-

ture of its program to achieve what they
aimed for in the present.

See TITLE, Page 2B
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CC hockey earns Dl state title
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Detroit Catholic Central took the ice

with something to prove, someone -
somepeople-toplayfor. Andwhenthe
Shamrocks were given a chance to do
that, they did not disappoint.

Catholic Central (18-1) outshot Rock-

ford (15-6-1), 41-10, beating the Rams,
5-1, in the Michigan High School Athlet-
ic Association Division 1 hockey final
Saturday night at USA Hockey Arena.

The Shamrocks earned their 15th

state title in school history and their
sixth since 2010. Catholic Central is the

only team to regain its title from 2019 af-
ter the 2020 semifinal and final was

canceled due to the emergence of CO-
VID-19.

"We were playing for each other,"
Catholic Central senior Brenden Cwiek

said. "We just had everyone around us.

There's no reason why we should have
allowed anything. We knew what we
had.

"We just did what we had to do."
Catholic Central took advantage of

Rockford's mistakes early.
Afterthe Rams killedtheir first power

play of the game, the Shamrocks
stepped up in the second, as forward
Brennan Sass turned a rebound off a

missed shot by Kaden Hemme into the

first goal of the game.
Two minutes later, Catholic Central

senior forward Billy Shields, with Rock-
ford on a power play, forced a turnover,
finishing on a filthy fast-break goal.

The Shamrocks outshot the Rams,
10-4, in the first 17 minutes.

The offensive drubbing continued as

the Shamrocks put 20 shots on goal,
adding two goals on a put back by Bret
Beale and a free-for-all at the Rockford

goal that Ryan Wantuck connected on.
While the Shamrocks offense con-

tinued its relentless barrage, Rockford's
offense was in a stand still. The Rams

Title

recorded only two shots on goal in the
second period.

"I think that's a lot of our depth as a
team," senior Tommy Shea said. "We
have four lines banging. We know one
shift after another, we're going to wear
teams down. Everyone's pulling
weight, everybody's shutting the other

team down. They are never going to
catch a break all the way through."

After the Shamrocks allowed Rock-

ford to score early in the third period -
a beautiful feed from Braeden Fouchea

offa turnover to set up Carson Korte for
the score - Catholic Central secured

the four-goal victory with a score by
Hemme, assisted by Shields.

Catholic Central beat Rockford in

the regular season, 5-0, March 6.
As the Shamrocks celebrated on the

ice with its junior varsity team - one
that earned wins for the team in the re-

gional round when the majority of its
players were out with COVID-19 - out
flooded a sense of relief,

Of closure: something many of the

players out there had not experienced
from 2020.

With this came motivation that car-

ried Catholic Central through the con-

densed 2021 season and to the point
they didn't have a chance to make it to
a season ago.

But as Catholic Central sang their
fight song after its resounding victory,

Shea knew this win was not only for
the members of the current varsity
roster.

"We knew we were playing for (the
junior varsity team)," Shea said. "We
were playing for the seniors last year
that didn't get a chance to finish out.

That was for those guys."
Three Michigan independent Hock-

ey League teams - Catholic Central,
Brother Rice and Cranbrook King-
swood - won each division of the

MHSAA state finals, the first time this

has happened since 2015.

HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY PLAYOFF SCOREBOARD

State finals

Division 2 - USA Hockey Arena

Brother Rice (15-4) 2, Byron Center (18-1) 1

Division 3 - USA Hockey Arena

Cranbrook Kingswood (14-4) 4, Calumet

(18-1-1) 1

Division 1 - USA Hockey Arena

Detroit Catholic Central (18-1) 5. Rockford

(15-6-1) 1

State semifinals

Division 1 - USA Hockey Arena

Detroit Catholic Central (17-1) 3. Brighton

(10-5-3) 0

Division 2 - USA Hockey Arena

Brother Rice (14-4) 4. Trenton (13-8) 2

Division 3 - USA Hockey Arena

Cranbrook Kingswood (13-4) 4. Flint Pow-

ers Catholic (14-4) 1

State quarterfinals

Division 1

Detroit Catholic Central (16-1) 3, Salem

(8-6) 1
Division 2

Brother Rice (13-4) 6, Port Huron Northern

(11-6)0

Trenton (13-7) 3, Novi (12-3-2) 1
Division 3

Cranbrook Kingswood (13-4) 1, U-D Jesuit

(12-4-1) 0

Regionals

Division 1

Region 7 - USA Hockey Arena
First round

Troy (7-10) 9, Farmington (0-6) 1

Regional semifinal

Troy (8-10) 2, Birmingham (10-5-1) 1

Detroit Catholic Central (14-1) 7, Berkley

(10-7-1) 1

Regional final

Detroit Catholic Central (15-1) 2, Troy (8-

11) 1

Region 8 - Dearborn Ice Skating Center

First round

Northville (5-6) 5, Adrian (2-10) 2

Salem (6-5) 5, Dearborn Unified (5-4) 1

Regional semifinal

Plymouth (6-6-2) vs. Southgate Anderson

(1-11) - Canceled

Salem (7-5) 1, Northville (5-7) 0

Regional final

Salem (8-5) 2, Plymouth (7-7-2) 1, OT

Division 2

Region 12 - Hartland Sports Arena

Regional semifinal

Lakeland (15-2-1) 2 Fenton (8-8) 1

Regional final

Lakeland (15-2-1) vs. Hartland (13-2-1) -

cancelled, COVID-19

Region 14 - Oak Park Ice Arena

Regional semifinal

Bloomfield Hills (7-7) 3, Utica Eisenhower

(4-13-1) 2

Brother Rice (11-4) 8, Chippewa Valley (2-11)

0

Regional final

Brother Rice (12-4) 11, Bloomfield Hills (7-8)

4

Region 15 - Novi Ice Arena
First round

South Lyon (8-7) 4, Canton (8-8) 0

Regional semifinal

Novi (11-2-2) 3, South Lyon (9-8) 1

Livonia Stevenson (9-3) vs. Allen Park Cabrini

(3-6): Canceled - COV!D-19

Regional final

Novi (12-2-2) 2, Livonia Stevenson (9-4) 1:

OT

Division 3

Region 21 - Wallace Ice Arena

First round

Rochester Hills Stoney Creek (8-6-1) 7, Mil-

ford (11-4) 4

Regional semifinal

Cranbrook Kingswood (11-4) 8. Rochester

Hills Stoney Creek (8-7-1) 0

Detroit Country Day (9-2-1) vs. Pontiac Notre

Dame Prep (0-11-1); Canceled - COVID-19

Regional final

Cranbrook Kingswood (12-4) 11, Pontiac

Notre Dame Prep (0-12-1)0

Region 23 - Arctic Coliseum
First round

Livonia Churchill (4-11) 4, Allen Park (6-10) 2

Chelsea (14-1-1) 4, Livonia Franklin (7-10) 1

Regional semifinal
Livonia Churchill (5-11) 5, Dexter (8-8) 2

Regional final

Chelsea (16-1-1) 5, Livonia Churchill (5-12) 0

P Ofe
Continued from Page 18 •IN«34

i
Remembering the past 1INIIL 1 #16f Ii TAK -,Um #5'.f&**9li"zE •--I./.CaFlairAkf..

Heading into the 2021 season, Nich | 1.1.

Borchardt was one oftwo players on the .1--=-Ul.m
roster who knew what it was like to win --1

a state title.

Borchardt, a senior forward and cap- omp'r"..,MI'l- f

tam, and Collin Scheuher, a senior for-

ward and assistant captain, are the only
two holdovers from the Shamrocks'

2019 state championship run. Both used
that experience to calm their team-
mates down, serving as living proof of
what it took to achieve that peak goal

"It was almost showing the guys like,
'Hey, we've been here before,'" Bor- 1
chardt said. ""Its just another hockey           -game. We just have to play how we '
played all year long and we'11 have sue-

A

pll. 6.

cess.'"

It was a mentality Borchardt and
Scheuher brought into the 2020 season,
aiming for another Division 1 state title
with a group ofl5 seniors.

Former Sharnrocks defenseman

Brendan Miles remembers chasing that
championship feeling, winning one as a
junior and wanting a chance at another
as a senior in 2020, until it was cut short

prematurely.
Now, a defenseman with the Fair-

banks Ice Dogs, a junior hockey team in
the North American Hockey League,
Miles wanted Catholic Centralto experi-
ence that championship feeling again,
despite not having the chance at that
closure himself.

"It's been two years in the making
and it's finally come to where it's give all
orgiveup,- Miles said. "Thafs wherethe
younger guys, they really want this. It's
not just for them. It's for a lot of other
people as well."

After earning the program's 151:h state
title, Kaleniecki emphasized the impor-
tance of including the 2020 class in the
Sharnrocks' latest championship,
knowing their foundation helped this
team through.

9 hope they know that we carried
them with us," Kaleniecki said.

Picturing the future

While his team played both regional
games as Catholic Central, the Sham-
rocks' JV Blue head coach Jamey Mas-
ters did not get a chance to join them.

Instead, he watched in the top corner
of the stands, gazing down at them in a
way a coach never really has the oppor-
tunity to do: viewing his players the way
a nervous parent would during the re-
gional semifinals and finals.

"You can't really contradict the varsi-
ty coach, Brandon Kaleniecki. He's got
state championships," Masters remem-

paYing

team it fought for one week ago.
After medals were handed out and

the trophy was presented, Catholic Cen-
tral skated toward the JV Blue team, lift-

ing the wooden mitten trophy toward
their teammates, their brothers, hoist-
ing it together.

Embraces continued, the smiles

sweeping across each person on the ice
in celebration. The Shamrocks were

flooded with relief, with closure, with

remembrance of what they had gone
through.

"I just marvel at their commitment to
this cause," Kaleniecki said. "They
wanted this bad and we knew it meant a

lot to them and for all of us, begging for
an opportunity to play. This is why we
wanted to play because it means a lot to
these kids and they worked so hard to be
in these situations. They deserved that

opportunity"
All of this proved to be motivation for

the Shamrocks in 2021: the perfect com-
bination, leading to a Division 1 state ti-
tle two years in the making.

"To be able to do that two years later,

especially after what happened last
year, it's almost like the end of a perfect
story," Borchardt said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
egay@hometownlife.com or 248-330-
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin-

GaylZ

The CC varsity hockey team poses with the JV Blue team after its Division 1 state title win against Rockford
BEN SZILAGY/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

bers thinking while watching his team
play against Berkley and Troy. "And
we're up here, 'Oh, you're doing it

wrong."'
But Masters let Kaleniecki take

charge, knowing what was at stake: a
regional title, the fate of the 2021 season
in the hands of one of the program's two
junior varsity teams after the varsity
team was forced to quarantine due to a
few positive COVID-19 cases.

For the JV Blue head coach and his

roster, the performance was not about
putting forward a hidden agenda, prov-
ing a point by the team's play.

"The boys just knew they were step-
ping up for their brothers," Masters said.

It allowed another set of players a
chance at the spotlight. Anthony Dick-
ow and Nick Tullio rose to the occasion.

Dickow, a first-year JV Blue team
member, who spent his first two sea-
sons on the Catholic Central prep team,
and Tullio, a third-year JV Blue player,
who overcame multiple injuries to make
it back in time for regionals, each scored

the Shamrocks' two goals in the regional
finals.

"It was very special," Dickow said.
"We wouldn't have imagined this like a
week ago that we were going to be win-
ning a regional title for varsity."

Tullio could sense the difference tak-

ing the rink in those games. Even

though he was playing with many of the
same players, he knew he was playing
for more.

"You had the weight on your back,
supporting the seniors, trying to win it
for the seniors," he said.

With the performance of the JV Blue
team in the regional round, Kaleniecki
now has an idea of who he has in his

pipeline, an idea of what his future
could look like.

But even more so, it made the pro-
gram even larger, representing what
high school sports can do as a whole.

"It's bigger than just a team, high
school sports," Kaleniecki said. "That's
what makes it so much fun. That's what

makes it mean so much."

Celebrating the present

When the buzzer sounded, indicating
the end of the Division 1 state finals,

both the Catholic Central varsity team
and JV Blue team started to run.

The varsity team rushed toward its

goal. Players threw up their gloves in
celebration, mobbing each other in jubi-
lation for something all but two on the

roster had ever experienced.
The JV Blue team rushed from the

stands and intothe basement of theare-

na, surrounding the gate to the ice, wait-
ing for its chance to celebrate with the

3
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Novi

Continued from Page lB

title; - Pheiffer said. " 'It's about you go-

ing (and) getting yours.' "

Target on its back

Abbey Pheiffer knows Novi goes into
each game with a target on its back.

The senior goalkeeper has been with
the Wildcats through its streak, not los-
ing a game since May 21, 2018, against
Grand Blanc. She knows each additional

game, each additional win makes the
target larger and larger.

"Every game I go out there ready to
play, but there's also part of me that's
nervous about it," Abbey Pheiffer said.
"It's always a fun nerve."

Pheiffer, Eva Burns and Taylor Nich-
olsen have each experienced this level

of pressure. Through the first tryouts
and practices, it's something they need
to instill to the rest of the team.

Pheiffer knows it will take a lot of pa-
tience and leadership, making sure they

understand the expectation of what No-
vi soccer is about.

"You got out there and you played
110% every minute you were on the
field,- she said. "No matter if you are on
the bench or on the field, you are always
a part of the program. You always mat-
ter, no matter what you are doing on the
team.Weareallone.Weallworktogeth-
er. We win this stuff together and we all
push through everything together."

To Burns, it's about dedication on the

practice field, saying if you don't prac-
tice how you are going to play in game
action, the outcome is not going to be as
good as it would have been.

But the change is that each game,
when completed, is like starting from
scratch.

"If we lose, then we have to do better
next time, If we win, that's amazing and
we have to keep going, keep building off
of it," Burns said. Each game is like a re-
set, and I hope we instill that in the

younger players."
Todd Pheiffer knows what other

teams are going to say and do against
Novi soccer. To him, it's a sign of re-
spect, an example of imitation being the
greatest form of flattery

He knows that with each win, the tra-
dition of Novi soccer continues to build.

To Nicholsen, that pressure is daunt-
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ing. But it's worth it.
"I think it's hard, but it makes us

work harder,"she said. "It gives us a mo-
tive to give it our all."

Facing COVID-19

Abbey Pheiffer, Burns and Nicholsen

know this is their last chance, having
been on a team together since the 2018-
19 season.

So as the team began to gather for its
preseason captain-led workouts, they
were not going to take any chances.

"They were big on, when they were
running their things, everyone had their
masks, make sure you have multiple

j
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eam kicked off its 2021 campaign March 22

masks if something were to happen,"
Todd Pheiffer said. -And just be smart
when you are not here. That's the one

thing that people keep talking about. It's
not spread throughout the school. It's
kids are socializing outside of school
and it's coming here."

Heading into the 2021 season, Novi is

forced to think about things the players
have never thought about before. Todd
Pheiffer knows the virus has taken a toll

on Novi athletics as a whole, stopping
his boys team in the fall for a two-week
quarantine.

In her senior season, Abbey Pheiffer
does not really know what to expect.
She returns to the field for the first time
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after her sophomore season was cut
short with a torn ACL. The senior goal-
keeper wants a chance to end it on her
terms, win or loss, and not have it de-

fined by COVID-19.
"If we can get to winning games and

we can get to where we have been in the

past, that would be great," Abbey Pheiff-
er said. "But really for me, it's about hav-
ing fun with my teammates that I've

been with for the past four years."
Novi opens its season against Har-

tland April 6.
Contact reporter Colin Gay at

egay@hometownlife.com or 248-330-
6770. Follow him on Twitter @Colin-

Gayll

Novi High School's varsity girls soccer t with a practice at Wixom's Total Soccer
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CC hockey beats Salem at full strength
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The past two weeks for the Detroit
Catholic Central hockey team have been
deja vu of the end of the 2020 season,

After having the season cut short in
the final four due to the start of the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, the virus reared its

head again at the start ofthe playoffs for
the Shamrocks, sidelining the majority
of the varsity roster.

"1 was just upset because I know all
the seniors this year have worked very
hard and gave everything they got,"
Catholic Central senior Brett Beale said.

"It would have been a shame to go out
like that."

Catholic Central did not have to.

After its junior varsity program led
the team to the team's two regional
wins, the full varsity roster returned to

the ice, beating Salem, 3-1, in the Divi-

sion 1 state quarterfinal.
With his full group returning to the

ice, Catholic Central head coach Bran-

don Kaleniecki expected some rust
knowing it would be hard for the group
to simulate game experience in practice
sessions.

"We had moments where we looked

like ourselves and moments where we

didn't," Kaleniecki said. "Salem did a

good job andtook us out of our sync fora
little while. Ultimately, going into the
third period El in the playoffs is what
you expect. You are going to have to win
someugly ones, andwewereableto lind
a way in the third."

After the Shamrocks took control

early in the second period - with Beale
taking passes from JC Garbacik and
Jackson Ewald, resetting in front of the
net and firing for the first score of the
game - Salem seized a rare chance its

opponentgave.

With the Shamrocks already down a
man after a roughing penalty by forward
Jackson Ewald, Kaleniecki's group was
called for a too-many-men penalty, giv-
ing the Rocks 37 seconds of a three-on-
five power play.

Passing around the outside of the
zone, Salem forward Peter Manigen,
from the left side, shot the puck past
Catholic Central goalkeeper Bobby
Masters to tie the game at one, a score
that lasted through the end of the sec-

ond period.
But just over two minutes into the

third period, the Shamrocks took the

lead for good as Tommy Shea took a
pass from Jimmy Mordeau for the score,
secured later in the period after Beale's
second score of the day.

"He has raised his game to another
level in the last month," Kaleniecki said
of Beale. "You saw it in the second and

third period: He was really our best play-

er. That's great to see from the senior
captain, the assistant captain. We need-
ed it. We needed someone to kind of

take the reins a little bit

Catholic Central put 37 shots on net
against Salem, 34 of which were saved
by goalkeeper Andre Genereaux. Salem
attempted only 17 shots on goal against
the Shamrocks.

As Salem head coach Ryan Ossen-

macher watched his team battle against
Catholic Central, a team that had out-

scored the Rocks, 15-1, in their past three
meetings, he saw the character his play-
ers had been exuding all season long:
buying in and blocking shots.

"They did everything they needed to
do to win the hockey game, and they just
didn't. That's a credit to Catholic Cen-

trail' Ossenmacher said. "They're a pro-

gram where you have to do everything
right to beat.

"We did as much as we could."

Mercy basketball wins third-straight district title
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Alexis Roberts knows how deep Mer-
cy's basketball team is.

As the team's senior point guard,
leading a roster with six other seniors,
her job is to get the ball to the hot hand,
which, she said, can change from night
to night.

"Anybody can get hot at any given
moment,- Roberts said. "It's finding the

open player and trusting them with the
ball."

Offensively, Roberts herself was the

hot hand, leading Mercy (14-3) to its

third-straight district title - the team's
ninth in the past 10 years - beating
North Farmington (6-10), 56-32, Friday

night at Novi High School.
Roberts led the team with M points,

two rebounds and four steals, distribut-

ing the ball from the hal f court to players
like senior Ellie Tisko, who tied Roberts'
lead with 14 points, adding two steals

and a rebound; and Madeline Kenney,
who recorded eight points, three re-

bounds and two steals.

That depth came in handy early.
North Farmington came out firing, as

Heaven Rogers and Sela Lefler ignited a
quick 5-0 run to start the game. But one

made basket from Kenney turned the
tides, starting a 17-2 run to take a 10-
point first-quarter lead.

The Marlins offense continued to

build momentum from there, using a
6-0 lead at the end of the first half to

keep an 11-point lead going into half-
time.

North Farmington head coach Jeff
Simpson knew his team was the under-
dogs coming into the district final, fae-

ing -one of the top teams in the state."
Despite the deficit, he felt the Raiders
were in as good of a position as they had
been all season.

"That first half might have been our
best half all season. We were playing,
we were executing our game plan,
shooting the ball, we were defending
them well and then it got away right at
the tail end of the first half," he said.

That six-point swing by the Marlins

AREE QUOTI

Mercy basketball won its third-straight
district title over North Farmington.
COLIN GAY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

continued into the second half, starting
the third quarter on a 12-2 run, helped by
flve points and a steal by Roberts.

"She's really good at knowing when
to push and when to go slow," Mercy
head coach Gary Morris said of his sen-
ior point guard. "She's also very aware,
if we have a hot shooter, trying to get her
touches or try and take advantage of a
situation where we maybe feel we have
an advantage, whatever position that
might be. She's just been very smart, a
very experienced player."

· -49&

Holding onto a 20-point lead heading
into the fourth quarter, Mercy capped
off its district title with a 7-2 run led by
Kenzie Williamson, who scored five

points and added two steals in the final

quarten

Rogers led North Farmington with 14
points and 12 rebounds, while Lefler
added 10 points and four assists.

As Mercy celebrated a district title,
along with its 12-game win streak, Rob-

erts continued to have her goals. She
wants this veteran group to continue to
play together, to continue to prove to the
rest of the state that the Marlins can

play with anybody.
But 17 games into a season that has

been affected by COVID-19 in every way
possibie - something that Mercy was
not immune too, Morris said - Roberts

is just thankful for the opportunity to
still play.

"It's really a blessing because not ev-

erybody has the same opportunity," she
said. "We have to take advantage of ev-
ery opportunity we have and just take it
one game at a time and just keep going."
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New Floors in A Day!
9 • Polyaspartic Polyurea Coating

Systems
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To advertise, visit:

Classifieds
1 Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

classifieds.hometownlife.com

1 Classifieds Phone- 800.926.8237

1 Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
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Att classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at anytime. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.
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all your needs.. V

THE JEFFERY COMPANY
BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS
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734.676·5630

Real Estate

starting fresh... v

|d Lots/Acreaget
Id Farm Land for Sail

CANTON Sale or build·10-suil land

behind Hertz & Victory Lune on bus¥
Michigon Ave. Approx 2.5 acres. Pos-
sible auto use or warehouse/slorage.

$300.000. Bela Sipcs 734-669·5813,
734-669-100. #3212813
Reinhart Commercial

Transportation .,I.-

[Wheels i
best deal for you... 

G* Autos Wanted

liwililiffial//p//Irilft/*/4/*/£:E*li
ic.LESEJuiallilitilikilial

Advonced H&W- 35 for solvoge/scrap
autos Free towing 7days 734·223-5581

I //Ladpa lilikd #
Witiour To-Do;Lift?

{?d „*.2 I

I --- 4 1.'

31 1'* J22.9 2

+i:

mang... L
£5(0001*§416*;Torne . 4

Drywall
Gutters
Roofmt
Plumbme

DIRECT CARE STAFF

We are looking for caring, friendly people whi like to help *th
w- hel; and care for adults with special needs in small hirr

settings. Here are some of our henefits:

00 per hour to Start, with additional $2.00 per hour front line. ·
ir bonus. at this time. Blue Care Network and Delta Dental Plan .
one DO Gavs. pal• i rairillf] ana Fall blek,Vacallon i ime. Pala·,i.
ana BreaKS. ano Meals are /rovice«. Govia--13 6818 prot,0,16'1

in a clean, healthy envirenment

- Cail or email today! For immediate interview in:
. South Lyon or Wate,lord Twp - Call Gwen at 248-250-0960

Novi - Call Jenny at 248444-1273
Hightand Townstlip, Cal' Denise 21 248·854·7777

Holly - Call 14,esa at 248-707-0269
Oxford -Call Carne at 248-444-8959

9 ema,! us at atciofficp# 5 bcglobal.net

atcioffice@sbcglobal.net

' valves is seeking associates forMac Valves Inc., leading
F manufacturer of pneumatic

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit
package including 401 K, Medical, Dental as well
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, MI 48393.

Los.(n-·»Dal

WE'RE HIR
.:...t>/3 ./.pl '.

S.In'.,Ill./0

ROWE Professional Services Company
is a leaderinthe Civil Engineering

and Surveying fields with multiple
offices throughout Michigan. We

are continuing to grow our Surveying
department and are currently seeking
Field Technicians, Office Technicians,

Crew Chiefs and Licensed Surveyors.

ro Ui
UL/Companies Z

0
Full/Part Time Day/Night w

Custodians -1

1.1.1

cleaning banks and offices wLL

Must pass background check
Z

586-759-3700 0

J

aarocompanies.com o
Apply in person at:

24643 Hoover Road • Warren, Michigan 48089 0
OR email your resume to: O
info@aarocompanies.com

(D
Z

E
Z

EZ

HOTEL JOB FAIR

A 11

HOLIDAY INN FARMINGTON HILLS

33103 HAMILTON COUR1 . FRONT DES!

.E HAVE 50 OPEN FARMINGTON HIUS. MI ·HOUSEKEEPING

POSITIONS MARCH 10 2021 · SHUTTLE DRWN-

9.00AM-3·00PM
Ii'or„

' i 03,EbiliwiRM#abd &*iod#4 4
0*»£ W.ida-**£*44*/JA

- . 4 In*%%02:4

37 ¥oah¥,149¢ehom, immm §4
r  9.enices, contact =.k %*

800·579·7585 :iz
10=D.&Emwi:;:0 0
) ••-·•A ••IMEDIA :m &

7/0 1%[rj=q*-3i--S & :" n

To learn more about

ROWE's projects, long history and
service to our clients please visit

www.rowepsc.com.

LAGC!04095Wfi f. 1

GROUP 10 MANAGEMENT CO.

CHECK OUT OUR OTHER JOB OPENINGS

AT OUR CAREER WEBSITE . na:=Wigill

WWW.GROUPloMANAGEMENT.COM/CAREERS - P.J

Build your career with our growing company!!!

r

1

ADOPT A PET GET

A JOB

FIND A HOUSE BUY

A BOAT FIND

A T REASURE GET

A MASSAGE HIRE

A HANDYMAN

Check out the classified

section everyday.
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5-p-LI n DAY PUZZLE CORNER «U flu_

CROSSWORD PUZZLER SUDOKU
862 1

THEA-

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo FOO

ACROSS 50 Andrew 97 Muscles 135 New York 47 Dr.'s field 88 Puck-

1 Sponsored Carnegie's worked by college near 49 - artery pushei
part of a corp. doing squats Hyde Park (aorta 92 Addref

magazine 541970 Godfrey 99 Give a offshoot) of a Nf

7 Probability Cambridge massage to DOWN 50 Kind of port Testan
11 To be, in comedy 100 Kinda 1 Upstate New for a PC Epistle

Toulouse 59 Discoloration 103 Falsehood York prison 51 Poker great 93 Beme
15 "Elizabeth" 60 Computer 1051988 coming- 2 Be injurious Ungar name,

star Blanchett since 1998 of-age film 3 Early baby 52 Mocking 95 Ellipse
19 Ripped into 62 Cellular stuff co-starring 4 'Life of Pi" irony 98 Declar
20 Buocaneefs 63 Pipe mouth Julia Roberts director Lee 53"Lucky" pilot

upon c
topper 64 Fly apart 110 1947 5 Attire 55 Eclectic

of an il
22 Major Norse 65 Jazz singer romantic 6 List abbr. fusion

god Jones comedy 7 Divisor, e.g. 56 "Grand" 100 Occup
hotel231940 drama 67 Health co-starting 8 Trash-talk liqueur

based on a resort Claudette 9 Fall brand 101 Electrk

Steinbeck 69 Unprocessed Colbert 10 Not injurious 57 Alias lead-in resista

novel 701984 horror 113 1099 fig. 11 Etemally, in 58 Novel 102 Acid -

25 Tri- tripled film based on 114 "Va-va- -!" verse 61 Gloom-filled (cause
26 Possible a Stephen 115 Dual radio 12 Roofing straw 66 Opposite of heartb!

reply to King stor'y designation 13 Feds interest vertical: Abbr, 104 Part of

"Are you?" 76 Start-up loan 116 Siouan tribe increase, e.g- 68 Animal skins plan
27 Become org. member 14 Botany 71 2004-09 106"By th€

indistinct 78 Cheyenne's 117 Gymnastics or history Showtime vested

28 Architect state: Abbr. floor covering lead-in drama, with 107 Ones
I.M. - 79 French 120 7 wonder ..." 15 Self-assured "The" plannir

29 Five doubled painter Dufy 123 Manhattan 16 Cute, in 72 - Towers" partitio
30 Endemic to 80 Grace under sch. slang (telly sitcom) 108 Comm
31 Bed for pressure 124 New Haven 17 Stannite, say 73 Like lawn g

Baby 83 Attempts school 18 Glossy finish sandals , 109 Onem
33 Pas'pattners something 125 2008 Seth 21 Bed size 74 Reveal one s

others
35 2006 Jack 86 Big ball of Rogen 24 Cougar inner self

111 Decide
Black energy comedy 32 Part of BBC 75 Mnemonic

play focomedy 89 Bawled 129 'Son 01 -!" 34 Invasive PC for rainbow
112 Mosqu38 1999 Jason 90 Observers 130 Expen at programs colors

Biggs 91 1987 film increasing 36 Squirrel nosh 76 "Be quiet! .
118 On-

comedy about a profits 37 Divulge 77 Lamb's cry
119 Toll hM

43 Psi Vietnam War 131 Fisher who 39 - -Kit (face 81 - Lanka 121 Romar

preceder battle played Leia reconstructor) 82 That. to 122 Org. ra
441950s Ford 94 Fruity wine 132 Schoolbook 40 Former miler Alejandra films

45 Hoped-for drink 133 Not foo]ed Sebastian 84 Reduction 126 Brian c

altar reply 96 Alan who by 41 How soda is 85 Soviet prison 127 Actor (
46 Live wire played 134 Descartes of often sold camp 128 Train li

48 Airborne toy Pierce philosophy 42 Devour 87 Impelled Abbr.
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Here's How It Works:
of

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a

sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number
the can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the orderin

which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided In the boxes.
i power The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

41 city SAKE A GAkE
ns Can you find all me wolds hidden in the grid? Rear backwards or forwards, upor down. even

on dimgonally The words wilatways be inastraight Ine. eros8 them 00 the list *s you llno thorn
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BEBCOFFEEKWHISKYE

7 8 9 10 111111 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

20 21 22

25

30

34 I 35 36 37

41 42 43

46 47 I 48 49

54 55 56 57 58

61

66 67 68 69

31 32 33

38 39 40

45

50 51 52 53

59 60

64 65

70 71

76 77 78

83 84 85 1111186 87

91 92

96

100 101 102 103 104

110

115

124

129

132

72 73 74 75

79 80 81 82

88 89 90

93 I 94 95

98 99

105 106 107 108 109

112 113 114111

116 117 118 119 120 121 122 123

125 126 128

130

133

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McCIellan at
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.
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ALMOND

ANGEL

APRON

BAKLAVA

BATTENBURG

BEAT

BIRTHDAY

BISCUIT

BOWL

BROWNIE

BUTTER

CANDLES

CARROT

CHRISTMAS

COCONUT

COFFEE

COOK

CREAM

DATES
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SELL YOUR CAR

ADOPT A PET

GET A JOB

FIND A HOUSE

BUY A BOAT

FIND A TREASURE

GET A MASSAGE

HIRE A HAN DYMAN

Check out the classified section everyday.
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