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Missed opportunities haunt
Stevenson in first soccer loss
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Expanding manufacturer gets big tax break

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

A Westland manufacturer will see a
major tax abatement for more than a
decade after being approved by the city
council.

U.S. Farathane, 39200 Ford Road,
was unanimously approved last month
for a 12-year tax abatement. The abate-
ment comes after the city granted ap-
proval for the company’s planned ex-

pansion on its site on the Westland/
Canton border, which will double the
size of the facility, retain 16 jobs and add
89 more for the 100,000-square-foot
addition getting underway.

The tax abatement comes after the
council approved the site plan for the
expansion in August and will expand on
the west and south side and include
new manufacturing, warehousing and
office space.

“U.S. Farathane is proud and excited
to be expanding our business in West-

land and we are extremely grateful to
the mayor and his team for the excep-
tionally positive and professional way
this project has been handled by the
City and its Council,” commented Rod-
ney Turton, vice president of purchas-
ing for U.S. Farathane, in a news release.
“Throughout this process we have con-
tinually been made to feel welcome and
encouraged to make this next step in the
expansion of our Westland Operation.

See TAX BREAK, Page 3A

John Angelopoulos has been the chanter for Westland’s Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church for the
last 50 years. He was born in Greece 81 years ago. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Church chanter looks

back after 50 years

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

“I can't stay home if the church is
open. | can't, I've got to come here.”

John Angelopoulos has been chant-
ing for Saints Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church in Westland
for 50 years. In that time, four priests
have come and gone through the
church.

“And I'm still here,” he jokes.

Born in 1938 in Florina, Greece, An-
gelopoulos, who now lives in Livonia,
learned how to chant from his father.

“My grandfather was priest, and my
father was school teacher and chanter
and a three-star in the Greek Army,” he
said, “So, chanting I learned from my

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription,
Back Copies, Delivery Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar items to

LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

father.”

In his religious tradition, the chanter
is like the right hand man of the priest
during services.

“Music is a big part of our worship,
chanting is a big part of our worship. . .
The services are like a dialogue be-
tween the priest and the chanter,” said
Father Teodor Petrutiu, who has been
working with Angelopoulos for 12
years. “So, the priest reads prayers and
the chanter responds.”

After moving to the United States,
the 8l-year-old and his wife, Aspasia,
started volunteering at the church. Af-
ter nearly 62 years of marriage, the two
are still together—he will proudly show
you the original wedding ring on his

See CHANTER, Page 3A

“] like music, | like the
chanting and that starts
here, in my heart. | still sing
some songs, dancing and
stuff like that. But the
church is my number one.”

John Angelopoulos
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U.S. Farathane was unanimously
approved for a 12-year tax abatement.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Restaurant
inspections
find violations
at local eateries

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Milk in the refrigerator past its expi-
ration date. Moldy food. Medication
stored near food prep areas.

These are just a few of the issues
found by health inspectors in Wayne
and Oakland counties during restaurant
inspections that took place throughout
August.

In August, inspectors visited hun-
dred of local restaurants, churches,
schools, senior living facilities and other
commercial kitchens to make sure food
safety is a top priority.

Restaurants in the following commu-
nities listed “priority” violations, the
most serious of violations. Lesser viola-
tions include “core” and “priority foun-
dation,” which are not listed in the re-
ports. Priority violations are the ones
that can lead to foodborne illness.

Hometown Life requested Oakland
County’s inspection reports for the
month of August and found the follow-
ing priority violations at eating estab-
lishments across western Oakland
County:

i 45 priority violations in the Bir-
mingham/Bloomfield area

E 38 priority violations in Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills

I 43 priority violations in Novi

i Four priority violations in South
Lyon and Lyon Township

§ 14 priority violations in Milford and
Highland townships

Hometown Life reviewed the inspec-
tion reports for the month of August in
Wayne County and found the following
priority violations at eating establish-
ments:

f Nine with priority violations in
Northville and Northville Township

i 10 with priority violations in Ply-
mouth and Plymouth Township

E 29 with priority violations in Can-
ton

E 24 with priority violations in
Wayne and Westland

# 42 with priority violations in Livo-
nia

The full list of establishment with the
August priority violations can be found
at hometownlife.com.

Check back every month to see re-
ports from the previous month’s inspec-
tions that take place.

Contact David Veselenak at dvesele-
nak@hometownlife.com or 734-678-
6728.

Home delivery pricing inside
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Labradoodle

Emma Keith
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

We know Detroiters love their dogs,
but which breed do they love the most?

Rover.com thinks it knows. The dog
walking and pet sitting site released its
annual report on the nation’s most pop-
ular breeds Wednesday, zooming in on
40 top U.S. cities like Detroit.

Rover used data about more than half
a million pet parents and a survey of
more than 1,000 Rover users for its find-
ings about the nation’s dog preferences.

Here are Detroit's most popular
breeds this year:

# Labradoodle (the labradoodle is the
current first pup of Michigan after Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer and her family
adopted labradoodle puppy Kevin this
spring)

i Goldendoodle

! Siberian husky

¥ American pit bull terrier

# Jack Russell terrier

WORLD-CLASS FACILITY. BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

THE PERFECT TIME TO SAVE!

(W)

Canton to host scholarship falr
on Oct. 9 for high school seniors °

With the cost of college increasing
significantly to the point where it’s cost-
prohibitive for many students, local or-
ganizations are partnering for the third
straight year on a scholarship fair they
hope makes a “positive difference in the
lives of local youth.”

The Ypsilanti chapter of Jack and Jill
of America, Inc., Canton High School,
and the Infinite Scholars organization
will host a scholarship fair 4-8 p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 9, at Canton High
School.

The fair provides an opportunity for
students to meet with various colleges
and universities about scholarship op-
portunities. Some colleges will also be
accepting students on the spot.

Last year's fair drew close to 500 stu-
dents and resulted in more than $6 mil-
lion in scholarships being awarded to
high school students.

A golden labradoodle dog. GETTY IMAGES

Rover also tracks dog names’ popu-
larity across the nation.

Last year's December survey showed
that the most popular 2018 male dog
names in Detroit were Max, Cooper,
Charlie, Buddy and Jack, while popular
female dog names were Bella, Lucy, Lu-
na, Daisy and Lola.

Unsurprisingly, Detroit loves auto-
themed dog names. “Maverick” was the
107th most popular dog name on last

“The fair started as anidea in the teen
group and expanded into a chapter-
wide event,” said Kim Crouch, a member
of Jack and Jill and a former trustee on
the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools Board of Education. "It was an
incredible success last year with stu-
dents being awarded so much money.”

The fair allows students to learn
about scholarship opportunities and
other funding options directly from col-
lege recruiters. For high school seniors,
the fair also provides an opportunity to
apply to colleges and receive on-the-
spot college admissions and scholar-
ship awards.

Students are encouraged to bring
their ACT/SAT test scores, high school
transcript, a letter of recommendation,
and an essay on “Why They Want to At-
tend College” so they can apply to any of
the colleges in attendance that are doing

year's Detroit list, and the most popular
car-themed name. Here are the other
most-used car names for Detroit dogs
last year:

# 170. Titan

# 264. Chevy

# 345. Bolt

E 483. Edge

Rover’s new report also lists the na-
tion’s 20 most popular breeds, available
in full through its site. Here are the top
10 dogs this year:

# Mixed breed

f Labrador retriever

# Chihuahua

E Golden retriever

f German shepherd

I Yorkshire terrier

£ Shih-tzu

f Dachshund

! Boxer

£ Goldendoodle

The survey also looked beyond breed
to figure out how Americans are feeling
about their dogs. Here's what else the

STATE-LICENSED CARE.

onsite admlssmns Last year's fair drew
approximately 50 colléges and universi-
ties. Many colleges \:%d the college
application fees and nosf awarded on-
the-spot scholarships. %

Jack and Jill of America boasts more
than 230 chapters nationwide, repre-
senting more than 40,000 family mem-
bers. Through service projects, Jack and
Jill of America creates a medium of con-
tact for children to stimulate their
growth and development.

According to information on its web-
site, the Infinite Scholars Program has
served more than 100,000 students and
has facilitated more than $1 billion in
scholarships and financial aid in the last
decade.

The group sponsors scholarship fairs
in 27 states, connecting students with
scholarship and financial aid opportu-
nities from participating colleges.

wins more hearts in Detroit, Lansing

2019 Rover survey has to say about U.S.
dog ownership:

I 37% of dog owners surveyed say
they picked their breed without any pri-
or research — it was just “love at first
sight,” according to Rover. About a third
of dog owners said they got a dog the
same day they decided to.

I 46% of dog owners do research be-
fore picking their pup, and there are a
few things they consider when choos-
ing: 54% consider size, 43% think about
cost and 36% factor in disposition.

i However owners chose their dogs,
they're pretty happy with them. 87%
said they would recommend their cur-
rent breed to a friend, and 88% say
they're happier with a dog than without.

I There are a few things dog owners
wish they would have known about
their pets before they brought them
home, like how loud their dog might be,
how much it might shed, how much at-
tention it would need and how it might
have anxiety sometimes.
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Chanter

Continued from Page 1A

finger—and volunteer with the church
in their own ways.

“Everybody loves Yaya, grandma,
and Papa for tipping,” Angelopoulos
said. That's thelife. . . She’s a very hand-
some woman.”

He sings and, though she can’t al-
ways attend, Aspasia bakes bread for
the church’s liturgies.

“She bakes the church bread that we
use for the liturgy, always, and John
brings it to me. So she’s still involved in
her own way even when she can’'t come.”

When he wasn'’t singing, Angelopou-
los enjoyed singing and playing Greek
music in his youth. Music has always
had a big place in his life. Aside from
singing, he plays accordion, guitar and
piano.

“I like music, I like the chanting and
that starts here, in my heart,” he said. “I
still sing some songs, dancing and stuff
like that. But the church is my number
one.

These days, church is the only place
he uses his talents.

“He’s always here,” Petrutiu said. “Al-
ways, always. No matter what we have,
expected or unexpected, he’s always
here.”

Even after all this time and having
trained other chanters, Angelopoulos
plans to stay on the job.

“I'm a church man,” he said. “I read
the Bible, I sing the Bible, I praise the
Lord”

Petrutiu said the church congrega-

Tax break

Continued from Page 1A

We look forward to many more years of
doing business in this vibrant and em-
bracing community.”

The abatement is expected to save
the company about $372,000 over the
life of the abatement.

Councilwoman Tasha Green brought
up an issue she wanted to see of requir-
ing the company to hire a majority of
Westland residents in those new posi-

g% = e

John Angelopoulos doing what he does best: chanting during Mass.

(wert) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM I SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6,2019 & 3A

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SAINTS CONSTANTINE AND HELEN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

tion feels blessed to have had Angelo-
poulos serve them for so many years. As
the Protopsalti, or First Chanter, the
singer averages between 100 and 125
services every year.

“John has been an extraordinary as-
set to this church for many years, for
more than you might expect,” Petrutiu
said. “It's not just his voice, but his won-
derful personality.”

tions as a condition of the abatement.
She said other projects for both the City
of Detroit and Wayne County had those
requirements and wanted to make sure
residents benefited from the abate-
ment.

“They require that at least 51 percent
of those jobs go to their residents be-
cause the tax money belongs to the resi-
dents,” she said. “My primary concern
and focus is to ensure Westland resi-
dents reap the reward from this incen-
tive.”

Mayor William Wild said the types of
abatements Green was speaking of —

AN Sou

Angelopoulos
ministering
through song
in the 1970s.

ones like the high-profile one granted in
the construction of Little Caesars Arena
in Detroit — weren't the same that were
applied for by US Farathane.

“It will be a 50 percent tax abatement
on their improvements. So there’s no
public money coming out of general
fund at this point to prefund this project
or anything,” he said. “What we're ask-
ing for tonight is no means the same
kind of tax abatement we've seen
there.” '

While the abatement would not have
that kind of language, it doesn’t mean
Westland residents will not see the

Police: Jewelry
shopper given
trespass notice

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com

| USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

[ A Canton Township jewelry store
warned a female shopper to stay away
after she brought up Jesus and began
yelling profanities. .

According to a police report, th
female visited Solid Rock Jewelers on
North Sheldon Road the afternoon of
Sept. 12.

Store employees called for police

because she became out of control,
walking behind counters while saying
she wouldn't pay for anything because
Jesus paid for her.
f She yelled profanities while police
officers tried to calm her down. When
an officer asked for some form of ID,
she pulled up her dress, exposing her
underwear.

“Only my husband gets that,” she
told police.

The woman was issued a trespass
notice. )

She apparently was the subject of
another police incident, where she
was found walking naked around her
neighborhood.

A police officer checked her home
later that night and said she and her
family seemed fine.

Contact Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432.

benefits, said Aubrey Berman, the city’s
economic development director.

Having such a requirement for resi-
dency as a condition of the abatement
could create difficulties, especially if the
company has a difficult time finding
qualified candidates within the city.

“If they hire 89 of those jobs and 50
percent is Westland residents, how long
does that have to stay the case for?” she
said. “It’s a difficult thing to define what
that requirement is.”

Contact David Veselenak at dvesele-
nak@hometownlife.com or 734-678-
6728.
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Livonia

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

All eight candidates that will appear on the ballot on
Nov. 5 for the Livonia City Council election participat-
ed in Thursday's Livonia Chamber of Commerce fo-
rum.

Candidates discussed issues from marijuana busi-
ness to the potential redevelopment of Livonia City
Hall. Here's what they hadto say about some of the big
topics:

On city hall redevelopment

Scott Bahr: "I will tell you, having been on council
for four years, this is an incredibly inefficient building,
and each year as we look at the operating cost of this
building and look at some major repairs that will come
our way, we kind of look at each other and go, 'How
many more of these do we do before we start looking at
replacing the place?"

Greg Coppola: "I would be supportive of a redevel-
opment. This building is clearly outdated, it was poor-
ly designed from the beginning... It's extremely expen-
sive to operate. So | think it's worth taking the recom-
mendation of the master plan and start looking at op-
portunities."

Jim Davis: "Regardless of where we keep our city
buildings, this area is ripe for development. It's in the
Livonia '21 master plan, people do have an idea that
could have a gathering place, Not like a downtown Ply-
mouth, but a gathering place that fits Livonia.’

Rob Donovic: "I'd love to see all kinds of ideas come
here. The amphitheater, the gathering spaces in gener-
al (are needed) so that these young families will want
to come together and have a good time. | think that
would be a great vision for this area.”

Brian Duggan: "This building was built for a reason
and it works fine. | don't really believe in tearing down
history."

Brandon McCullough: "It needs a face lift, it defi-
nitely does. Isitafull redevelopment? I'm not too sure.
I know that after looking at the master plan there's a
pretty cool idea here to do the whole campus and kind

of level this building. But something does need to be
done.”

Eileen McDonnell: "1've heard from the citizens

that they're concerned about the cost and they don't
want that put on their backs...1 think things could be
done to make this more eflicient and more effective

and make it more appealing.”
Kathleen Mcintyre: "Eventually, this building
needs to be replaced. | worked on the master plan com-

mittee... This city hall cannot be made energy efficient,
itcannotbemadesafeanditcannotbemademodern.”
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Livonia Chamber of Commerce President and CEO

Dan West moderated the 70-minute forum.

SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

On Greenmead Historical Village

Bahr. "There's potential revenue generation oppor-
tunity at Greenmead. Don't just look at it just as an ex-
pense, but are there private partners we can bring in to
actually do something with it?"

Coppola: "l think going around and paving every-
thing takes away from the historical part. It's not im-
provements, but | think just maintaining and making
sure an of the property looks good and looks authen-
tic.™

Davis: "Greenmead is a treasure and it's an oppor-
tunity for Livonia to shine. But it's also in need of re-
pair and funding and management and all of those
things that go into creating value in your city."

Donovic: "We can work with some partners.
There's tons of private organizations that would love
to partner and start holding banquets there, start
holding small weddings there. There's so many differ-
ent things that we can charge that we can start gener-
ating revenue (with)."

Duggan: "You want Greenmead to look like it was
supposed to look, history-wise. Nothing really needs
to change too much... It is the history of Livonia and |
think if we can bring more history buildings into it,
great."

McCullough: "It needs a lot of help. But it is a dia-
mond in the rough... We look for places to take our
youngsters to Halloween walks, Christmas parades. |
look at it, after talking to staffout there, that there is so
much opportunity.”

McDonnell:"Whatneedstobedoneistoredosome
of the roads and to pave the roads. | think it would
make it more friendly, more walkable for people to
come through Greenmead. The parking lot that they
just redid, | think they could expand some of the ADA,
the handicap parking spots. Right now, there's only
two."

Mcintyre: "We need to continue to look at it for cre-
ative spaces. The concert Friday night... was a great

Council hopefuls talk city iIssues

idea. Those things also generate awareness and they
can generate additional revenue for Greenmead. | like
what's done over there, bringing the school over there

creates new opportunities."”
On maruuana businesses

Bahr: "Livonia opted out of that pretty quickly. We
had a 7-0 vote last December and tapped out of that. |
think it was the right move. | think it was 55 percent of
the city voted for that proposal, I'm strongly confident
that 55 percent of the city don't want marijuana store-
fronts in their backyard.”

Coppola: "We just need to manage it to make sure
that when it comes in that it's done in a responsible
way that doesn't impact the neighborhoods. Now the
sale side is a different animal and there's some difficul
ties there now It's still illegal on a federal basis and
businesses cannot use national banks to transact their
business.”

Davis: "l think the prudent course of action was for
(council) them to deny and wait for clarity in these
laws. Of course, recreational marijuana is different
and separate from the medical marijuana law. That's
approved for patients, outlets and caregivers."

Donovic: "I do not support marijuana facilities in
Livonia. The legislation that passed in 2018 gave cities
the option to opt out and Livonia opted out. | support
that decision. | don't want those facilities in my neigh-
borhood. | wish we as a societywere less dependent on
drugs, on alcohol.”

Duggan: "Do | want it on every street corner? Abso-
lutely not. But we can control that by zoning and just
putting it in certain places, in industrial places. It is
legal and let's look at it as legal. Hopefully, (we can be)
profiting off of it with taxes."”

McCullough:'At the last forum | did the answer of
it's not approved at the federal level so I'ln not going to
be for it. As the campaign journey went on, I've met a
lot of people that suffer from chronic illness and they
voiced their concern on being able to have a close prox-
imity to obtain their medical marijuana... | would be
open to looking at something.”

McDonnell: "There's too many unknowns. Right
now, the state doesn't having anything clear on that
direction with what the city should be doing. As we
know, at the federal level it's not legal. So there's too
many unknowns in that area... We could give folks
who need it, who depend on it, an opportunity™

Mcintyre: "On issues like these | tend first to go to
our public safety community | know a lot of our police
officers well and | asked them what they think because
they see this first hand. They absolutely thought it was
the right thing to do for Livonia to opt out. So it was no
regrets.”

Reach Shelby at STankersle@HometownLife.com or
248-305-0448. She's on Twitter at @shelby_tankk.

Canton voyeurism case sent downtown

Susan Vela

Aqua-Tots swim school woman saw a recording

Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -

MICHIGAN

A Canton man accused
of capturing disturbing
images of unclothed peo-
ple at a local sw-im school

will next appear in Third
Circuit Court in down-

Don't make these 12 recycling

Bill Lattner Detroit Free Press

1 USA TODAY NETWORK

They're 12 things that
Earth-friendly Ameri-
cans want to recycle -
and who can blame
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A r——1 1 troit.

Buta, Sa-

44, waived
O 9O9=== his prelim-
Sakamoto inary exam
on Friday.
He faces three felony

charges in a voyeurism
case centered around an

But when bad stuff
goes into a recycling cart
or bin, it contaminates
the good stuff. So buyers
refuse shipments or they
pay a lot less. Either way,
that drives up recycling
costs for, well, Earth-

for young children on Joy
Road.

The charges are cap-
turing an image of an un-
clothed person, surveill-
ing an unclothed person
and using a voyeuristic
device.

Police were dispatched
to Aqua-Tots because a

friendly Americans, Lu-
cas Dean says.

To make the point,
Dean loaded his desk
with a dirty dozen of recy-
ding mistakes. He's su-
pervisor of the SOCRRA
recycling plant in Troy,
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device aimed toward her
changing stall. She chal-
lenged the suspect and
took her suspicions to the
staff.
Canton Township's
public safety investiga-
tion revealed additional
recordings from a Planet

Fitness tanning room.

mistakes

one of Michigan's largest,
serving 13 cities in Oak-
land County Check your
town's website for your
recycling rules. But, odds
12 things
should go to a drop-off

are, these

center or into your trash

1 Plastic bags

1 Coat hangers

1 Junk metal (auto
parts, pots and pans, all
metal but food and bever-
age cans)

1 Paper towels and tis-
sues

1 Wire and electric
cords

1 Garden hoses and
other hoses

1 Batteries

1 Large plastic junk
(toys, garden tools)

1 Styrofoam packag-
ing, foam "peanuts"”

1 old
VHS tapes

1 Pizza boxes (unless

cassette and

free of food and grease)
1 Flimsy No. 1 food

s Gifit savs

utisn t a water hottle

Added note: Don't ba
your recycling. That
makes trouble for work-
ers. Keep most stuffloose
in your cart or bin.

Contact Bill Laitner:

blaitner@freepress.com
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Crowdfunding enhances teaching experience

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Dozens of teachers in local school
districts have turned to crowdfunding
to give their students items ranging
from food and books to furniture and
technology.

Among those in South Lyon is a first
year teacher, Mr. Buddenborg, trying to
build a classroom library.

In Livonia, teachers are raising mon-
ey for science projects, musical instru-
ments and more.

In the Huron Valley School District,
Sarah LaFontaine is currently trying to
provide math games for junior kinder-
garteners, and she already has success-
fully funded 19 previous projects for her
kindergarteners through the internet.

“Teachers spend a lot of their own
money, but education is always chang-
ing,” LaFontaine, who teaches at Spring
Mills Elementary, said. “To have the lat-
est things, it takes a lot of money and
this is one way to obtain those things
cost effectively... If you want to try
something in class and the district can’t
support everything, this is a way to
bring that to life.”

They raise the funds through
DonorsChoose.org, started by a Bronx
history teacher who thought about how
much of their own money teachers were
spending to supply their students with
books, art supplies and other materials,
and how the public may have wanted to
help. The non-profit organization allows
public school teachers to submit indi-
vidual projects and Donors Choose then
posts it, vetting the cost of materials,
with an accounting available to anyone
who visits the site.

In Livonia, multiple teachers are
thrilled at the success they have had
with Donors Choose, including Kristen
Spencer, who teaches science at Chur-
chill High School and has received fund-
ing for owl pellets and caterpillars for
previous science projects and most re-
cently for physics with “project egg
drop.”

“I use Donors Choose to go beyond
the classroom instruction and put what
we are learning in to ‘real world’ experi-
ence,” Spencer said. “All students bene-

Spring Mills student Avery Stern is set
up at a tablet computer by teacher
Sarah LaFontaine on Sept. 10.
LaFontaine used Donors Choose to
stock her classroom with the
computers and a charging stand.
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fit and gain further knowledge through
these types of hands-on activities.”

Enhancing classroom learning

Education is always changing, and in
many districts, as enrollment declines
and funding dollars are stagnant, teach-
ers are struggling to keep up.

Funding requests for projects on the
site generally ranges from more than
$2,000 for Chromebooks, to less than
$200 for snacks or books, but most fall
somewhere in between. And despite the
variety of costs and items requested
which range, the teachers participating
agree the charity is invaluable to them
and their kids.

LaFontaine’s project, which she ti-
tled “1,2,3 Come and Count with me!”
has a goal of raising about $264.

Livonia music teacher Leeann Kuch-
ta, is asking for a class set of ukuleles for
the Franklin Transition Program to
“provide our special learners with a fun
and accessible means of exploring har-
mony, melody and rhythm in music
class.”

The total project cost is just over
$800, and she is already halfway to goal.

Kuchta has found Donors Choose to
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be user-friendly and community-ori-
ented in three previous music projects
she has funded through the site.

“It is exciting to see friends, family
and even perfect strangers rally around
a project,” Kuchta noted