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Meet Shelley Holt, new 
superintendent for district

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Wayne-Westland Community Schools 
district Superintendent Shelley Holt 
didn’t start out intending to be a teacher 
or work in education — she was a pre­
med student and planning to become a 
doctor.

“I had graduated college, but I wasn’t 
ready for medical school. My roommate

— we had graduated together — she was 
going to teach” Holt said. “My mom said 
I should call and I got hired. I’ve been 
teaching ever since.”

Teaching with her friend in a self- 
contained seventh- and eighth-grade 
classroom, Holt said they were left to 
figure out much on their own.

“I loved to learn. To see that spark in 
(students’) eyes, that light bulb go on. 
That drives me,” she said. “It was some­
thing I would see, especially with eighth-

graders. A lot of them had not been suc­
cessful in school.”

The move into administration was 
sort of accidental, Holt said. “I was a 
grade-level lead. I’m bilingual and they 
needed someone at a school site who 
spoke Spanish, “ she said. “I loved being 
an administrator.”

Bom in West Covina, Calif., Holt has a 
doctor of education in urban education

See HOLT, Page A2
Wayne-Westland Superintendent Shelley 
Holt. LEANNE ROGERS

“I feel like it’s a good thing to do. ... It makes me feel good that I’m doing things that help blind children. ”
CHERI MUCHOW, retired teacher and Seedlings volunteer

Brothers Jameson and Jackson Drzewcki feel the bumps on the pages of braille, printed by the high-speed Braillo printer, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

SEEDLINGS OPENS READING TO VISUALLY-IMPAIRED
Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Livonia resident John Hillman has 
heard his wife Barb rave about Seed­
lings Braille Books for Children for 
years, but he’d never seen the book­
maker in action.

Barb has always been a big sup­
porter of the Livonia-based nonprofit, 
which specializes in providing braille

Hundreds attend open house to celebrate founding 
of Livonia nonprofit that supplies braille books

books to children so, when Seedlings 
hosted an open house this week, John 
decided it was time he saw for himself 
what all Barb’s raving was about.

After hearing the story of founder 
Deb Bonde and seeing books actually 
being created, John Hillman did some

raving of his own.
“I think it’s fabulous,” he said. “What 

they do with the funds they have is 
amazing. It’s everything my wife said it 
was.”

Hundreds of people streamed 
through Seedlings on Oct. 25, eager to

get a look at the nonprofit Bonde start­
ed in her basement 33 years ago. Bonde 
had noticed a dearth of books for blind 
children, plus the ones that did exist 
were incredibly expensive.

With a desire “to help people” burn­
ing inside her and with some help from 
her dad, Bonde started Seedlings in 
1984 with a catalog of 12 books.

“We sent the catalog out to various

See SEEDLINGS, Page A3

Gathering celebrates Norwayne community, volunteers
LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

It was a gathering to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the Norwayne community, 
volunteers past and present.

“For those who think Norwayne has 
seen its best days, the best is yet to 
come,” said Henry Johnson, president of 
the Norwayne Community Citizens Coun­
cil.

Speaking with former Westland Mayor

Johnson

Gene Mc­
Kinney,
Johnson 
said the 
suggestion 
was made to 
maybe 
market . 
houses in
Norwayne, some just 827 square feet, to 
take advantage of the tiny house trend. In 
recent years, the city has put a lot of 
focus on clearing abandoned homes,

eliminating 
blighted 
homes and 
reducing 
density.

“We’re
Rogers Smith here to bury

Shacktown 
and Shack

Rats,” Johnson said, adding Westland 
Mayor William Wild committed to im­
proving Norwayne in his first State of the 
City address and kept that promise.

Originally built to house World War II 
defense workers, Norwayne was partic­
ularly hard hit by the recession and hous­
ing crash after years of neglect. Jef­
ferson and Lincoln schools, both in Nor­
wayne, were closed.

“This is Westland’s first established 
neighborhood. It was a stepping stone for 
many in the dream of home ownership . 
and a good education for kids,” said Wild, 
who spent some years growing up in

See NORWAYNE. Page A2
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Norwayne.
The elementary schools may have closed in Nor­

wayne, but Wild noted Jefferson school is now the Jef­
ferson Barns Community Vitality Center. The demol­
ished Lincoln school is now an athletic field.

“One of the first projects in Norwayne was a new 
house on Oscoda Court. It was a mom with four girls — 
two in college, two at Wayne Memorial,” Wild said. “She 
plans to buy the lot next door. We’re adding green 
space.”

Held at the Jefferson Bams Community Vitality 
Center, the founders and volunteer recognition dinner 
also included induction of the inaugural inductions into 
the Norwayne Hall of Fame.

Two of the inductees — Westland’s first mayor and
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former state Rep. Thomas Brown and Dr. C. Kenneth 
Dryer, who came to provide medical care for defense 
workers in 1942 and practiced in Norwayne and Wayne 
for 43 years — are deceased. Brown, who was active ii 
the Lions, Knights of Columbus, Amvets and VFW, diel 
in 2002 at age 85. Former chief of staff at Annapolis 
Hospital and a Wayne Rotarian, Dryer died at 96 in 201.

Other inductees included Ken and Carol Sharp, whe 
moved into a rental unit on Muskegon Court in 1965. Tie 
following year, they bought a duplex on Calhoun Court 
and rented half until 1969, when they converted the 
building into a single-family home for themselves and 
their four children.

Ken Sharp retired in 1992 after 25 years as a fire­
fighter, ending his career as a battalion chief. He chairs 
the Westland Planning Commission, is a member of the 
Lions Club and serves on the Norwayne Community 
Citizens Council.

Also a member of the Norwayne Community Citizens 
Council, Carol Sharp is active with Girl Scouts and is

HOLT

Wayne-Westland Superintendent Shelley Holt (standing, right rear), with a class at 
P.D. Graham Elementary School

Continued from Page A1

and leadership from the University 
of Southern California; a master of 
arts in urban education and leader­
ship from California State Univer- 
sity-Sacramento; and a bachelor of 
arts in psychology from University 
of California-Berkeley.

To Holt’s parents, she said suc­
cess was defined by becoming a 
doctor. So she said she earned her 
doctoral degree in education.

For the last two years, Holt had 
worked as executive director of 
student services for the Fontana 
Unified School District in Cali­
fornia. A couple of things impacted 
her, Holt said, including the death of 
her father.

“Once my dad died, it gave me a 
different perspective on fife and 
work. I asked myself where was I 
needed and where could I make a 
legacy,” she said. “That was back 
east.”

Also mentioned by Holt was her 
participation in the Footsteps to 
Freedom tour, a trip following the 
journey of an enslaved person seek­
ing freedom. It’s a trip that goes 
through the central, lesser-known 
route through Kentucky, Ohio, 
Michigan, upstate New York and 
western Ontario, Canada.

“It helps you understand the 
historical perspective so you can 
increase learning opportunities for 
kids,” she said. “I learned so much 
about the Underground Railroad, 
but also myself. I love to help peo­
ple. When I came back (from the 
tour), I told my boss that it would 
probably be my last year (in that 
job). A one-year transition turned

into one and a half months.”
After riding througn Detroit and 

looking at data trends, Holt said she 
thought she could make a differ­
ence, particularly with a school 
district like Wayne-Westland that 
has undergone a tremendous socio­
economic shift in recent years. It’s a 
shift that happened in less than 20 
years, she said, some might say 10 
years, during which the economic 
crash left people not able to afford 
their homes.

“I know what is needed for that 
transition when you have a demo­
graphic shift. It needs to be OK to 
say you don’t know,” Holt said. “We 
train on informed care and restor­
ative practices that have to be in­
side the school. We have to imple­
ment them so we don’t make people 
feel bad — that’s not necessary.”

At the same time of this demo­

founder of Warms Hearts, nonprofit that supports ex­
pectant mothers through annual baby showers.

The final inductee, Marguerite Wojewski, moved onto 
Hillsdale Court in 1952 with husband Tom and, in 1954, 
moved to Ogemaw Court, where she raised six children. 
She lives there still. She was active in the Jefferson Ele­
mentary School PTA, helped with Girls Scouts and Boy 
Scouts, was a member of the Women of Norwayne and 
helped provide holiday baskets for the needy.

Other awards presented included: the Norwayne 
Good Neighbor Award to Westland police offiers Tom 
Rogers and Kevin Smith; Volunteer of the Year Karen 
Trudell; and the Community Service Award to Westland 
City Councilman and UAW Local 900 official Bill John­
son, who organizes holidays dinners for the needy and 
the Westland Rotary Club, which provides donations and 
sponsors community events in Norwayne.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-90391 Twitter: @LRogersObserver

graphic shift in the district, Holt 
said the educational expectations 
were also high with programs like 
No Cluld Left Behind.

With a blended family of seven 
children ages 1 to 23 — five still at 
home — Holt and husband Arthur 
quickly purchased a home in West- 
land and moved in. The first thing 
the family noticed, she said, was the 
improved air quality.

“Before we moved, I asked my 
16-year-old, if he could move any­
where, where would he move? Out 
of the blue, he said Michigan,” Holt 
said. “He said Michigan has the 
most beautiful lakes in the world — 
he had never seen a lake. It kind of 
confirmed for me that this is really 
good for us.”

Irogers@hometownlife.com 
734-883-90391 Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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Seedlings founder Debra Bonde talks about the birth of Seedlings, in the basement of her home, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

SEEDLINGS
Continued from Page A1

places and the orders started rolling in,” Bonde said. 
Last year, Seedlings put out more than one million 
pages of braille for kids.

Bonde gets the job done with a dedicated combina­
tion of volunteers and staff, many of whom have 
backgrounds in education.

Carol Irvine’s daughter was classmates with 
Bonde’s daughter, so the two have known each other. 
Irvine, who has worked with Seedlings for a decade, 
said she knew Seedlings was where she’d end up 
when she left school.

“I’m a teacher and, to me, reading is important,” 
Irvine said. “Adults, children... everyone needs the 
chance to read.”

Cheri Muchow retired from her job as a teacher in 
Livonia Public Schools about four years ago, follow­
ing a 20-year career.

He was a para-professional working with visually 
impaired students and knew Seedlings was a place 
where she could be helpful.

“I feel like it’s a good thing to do ... it’s very re­
warding,” Muchow said. “It makes me feel good that 
I’m doing things that help blind children.”

Michigan Supreme Court Justice Richard Bern­
stein paid the open house a visit and drew a crowd of 
folks wanting to meet him and talk with him. Bern­
stein, the court’s first blind justice, said the blind 
community has been “working with Seedlings for 
years.”

Bernstein said Bonde’s story is classic Americana.
“(Bonde) represents the idea that one person with a 

vision can change the world,” he said. “She’s trans-

Seedlings employee Molly Galate explains her job to (from 
left) Susan Rosiek, Michigan Supreme Court Justice Richard 
Bernstein and Linda Rigdon, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

formed (Seedlings) into something that has made a 
difference around the globe.”

Bernstein recalled an event at which Seedlings 
appeared at Livonia’s Laurel Park Place several years 
ago. He said the nonprofit’s ability to deliver books to 
visually-impaired children “is a huge deal.”

“When you provide people with the little things, 
that’s always the greatest joy,” Bernstein said. “You 
come here (to Seedlings) and it’s so life-affirming. 
How many people get to the end of their days and can 
say that? It really renews your sense of spirit.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich

Steelers QB’s gift goes to local 

police dogs ahead of game
Perry A. Farrell

Detroit Free Press

Maybe Big Ben’s act of local kindness was a way 
of softening up the Detroit Lions before Sunday 
night’s game at Ford Field. But he does it each 
week for opponents when the Pittsburgh Steelers 
are on road.

On Oct. 26, Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlis­
berger announced the seventh and eighth K-9 
grant awards of the 2017 season from his founda­
tion at The Giving Back Fund.

The Ben Roethlisberger Foundation will be 
distributing grants, aimed at supporting police 
dogs, to the Macomb County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Livonia Police Department.

The Macomb sheriff will use the grant funds to 
add another dog to their unit, while the Livonia 
department will use the funds to purchase safety 
and training equipment.

Throughout this season, the foundation will be 
distributing grants to K-9 units of police and fire 
departments in the cities of each regular season 
away game for the Steelers.

This marks the 11th season that Roethlisberger’s 
foundation has distributed grants to K-9 units.
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Livonia man charged with burglary, 
stealing bikes and as habitual offender

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Livonia police have arrested a man with a 
lengthy criminal history after officials say he bur­
glarized a pair of garages and stole two bicycles.

Jeffrey Frank Couch, 58, of Livonia was arrested 
Oct. 22 after police were called to the 2300 block of 
Purlingbrook on the report of a man on a bicycle 
looking into vehicles and trying to open doors. When 
officers arrived, they saw Couch on a bicycle that 
they believed was taken during the burglary of a 
garage in the 29600 block of Bretton that happened 
in September.

Police say that burglary wasn’t the first one to 
take place in the neighborhood. Another burglary 
took place Aug. 10-11 at a home in the 19300 block of 
Lathers. There, someone entered the side door to 
the home’s garage and took another bicycle. The 
Bretton burglary took place a month later and the

suspect in that case left that first bicy- 
A cle at the scene before taking the sec-

4 ’ ond one.
jn addition to the bicycle being

st°len 'n the second burglary, a leaf 
blower and some change from a vehi-

■k ' cle inside the.garage were also taken.
Couch Police observed Couch riding the

second stolen bicycle Sept. 27 near 
Seven Mile and Angling and stopped him. He was 
released when there was not enough evidence to 
arrest him. Police later found evidence that con­
nected Couch with the original burglary on Lathers.

When police picked up Couch as a suspect for 
trying to enter vehicles, officers discovered he was 
riding the same bicycle taken in the burglary. Police 
took the bicycle to the victim, who confirmed it 
belonged to him. Couch was arrested and later 
charged with breaking and entering a building with 
intent, a felony. He was also charged with receiving 
and concealing stolen property more than $200 but

less than $1,000, a misdemeanor.
He was also charged as a habitual offender 

fourth offense, which carries enhanced sentencing 
if Couch is found guilty. Couch has a criminal histo­
ry that dates back to 1992, all in Wayne County. He’s 
faced multiple breaking and entering charges since 
then, as well as an unarmed robbery charge in 2001. 
He is on probation for a receiving and concealing 
stolen property of more than $20,000 charge from 
2012. He was scheduled for release from supervi­
sion on that charge in 2019.

If convicted, Couch faces up to life in prison be­
cause of the habitual offender enhancements. As of 
Monday morning, he remained locked up in the 
Wayne County Jail on a $100,000 cash or surety 
bond. ,

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

Police seek 
help finding 
suspect in 

bicycle theft
David Veselenak

hometownlife.com

Westland police have released foot­
age of a man they say stole a bicycle 
and hope for the public’s assistance in 
finding him.

Police say the man went to a home in 
the 33000 block of Avondale back on 
Oct. 15 and took the bicycle from the 
driveway of the residence.

Anyone with information is encour­
aged to call Westland police at 734-467- 
3159.

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

Westland police are looking for this man, 
accused of stealing a bicycle from a home Oct.
15. WESTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
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Do you suffer from nausea, pain or discomfort in the groin 
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Learn what you can do to relieve hernia-related symptoms.
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Dr. Jacob Roberts will provide education about the 
latest hernia treatment options, including minimally invasive 

surgery. Get back to the things you love quickly.

Guests will have the opportunity to 
participate in a hands-on demonstration 

of the da Vinci® Surgical System.

Free hernia screenings will be 
available following the presentation.

For more information or to 
register, call 734-655-8486.
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Livonia woman charged in 
son’s death waives exam

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

A Livonia woman will continue to face 
a manslaughter charge in downtown 
Detroit after her preliminary examina­
tion was waived Oct. 26 in 16th District 
Court.

Leslie Neuman, 33, appeared before 
Judge Kathleen McCann for her prelimi­
nary examination in the Livonia court­
house. She opted to waive the exam and 
have the case heard in Wayne County 
Circuit Court.

She will be arraigned at 9 a.m. Nov. 9 
in the Detroit courthouse.

Neuman is charged with involuntary 
manslaughter and second-degree child 
abuse after an incident that took place 
Dec. 29,2016, at her home in the 9300 
block of Iowa. Police say Neuman con­
sumed some alcohol before falling asleep 
in a bed with her 5-month-old son. When 
she woke up the next morning, police say 
she found him unresponsive and be­

Rash of larcenies from vehicles reported

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Livonia police are warning residents 
to keep their car doors locked after they 
received several reports of cars being 
broken into south of Wonderland Village.

Police say they took about eight police 
reports this past week after several 
unlocked vehicles were entered in the 
neighborhood.

Most of the reports were filed the 
morning of Oct. 25 and were taken resi­
dents who live in the neighborhood near 
West Chicago and Middlebelt. Vehicles 
that were broken into and items stolen 
were located in the following areas of the 
city that night:

» 29800 block of Hathaway
» 29900 block of Hathaway
» 31300 block of Hathaway
» 29100 block of Grandon
» 30200 block of West Chicago
ii 28800 block of Minton
ii 29100 block of Minton
ii 28900 block of Westfield
Other vehicle owners told police their

vehicles had been rummaged through, 
but several did not want to file reports.

Police say all the vehicles that were

Neuman

tween the mattress and the wall.
He was taken by the Livonia Fire 

Department to the hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.

Neuman was charged 
in September after a re­
view process by the 
Wayne County Prose­
cutor’s Office. If convict­
ed, she faces up to 15 
years in prison.

Her attorney, Royal
Oak lawyer Mitchell Ribitwer, said 
they’ll head downtown and continue to 
make their case after waiving the pre­
liminary exam.

“We’ll see where we’ll go from there,” 
he said.

Neuman remains free on bond, which 
was set at $100,000/10 percent at her 
arraignment in September.

dveselenak@hometownlife. com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

entered were reported as being unlocked 
or the owners were unsure if they were 
locked. Items taken from the cars in­
cluded a yoga mat, some tennis balls, 
some wallets, loose change, a slow cook­
er, a cellphone charger and a box of ban­
ners.

Capt. Robert Nenciarini of the Livonia 
Police Department advised residents be 
careful when parking vehicles on the 
street or in their driveways overnight. 
He advised residents be mindful of what 
they leave in the car, especially if it’s left 
unlocked.

“Don’t leave valuables in your car,” he 
said.

Because the incidents took place in 
the same general area of the city and 
were all reported around the same time, 
Nenciarini said police believe they are 
all connected.

“They all happened in the same time 
frame,” he said. “That would lead us to 
believe it is one or more suspects.”

The investigation into the incidents 
remain ongoing. Anyone with informa­
tion is encouraged to contact Livonia 
police at 734-466-2470.

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-67281 Twitter: QDavidVeselenak

Higher Hopes! founder Bill Birndorf would like to distribute more than 65,000 pounds of 
food for the Thanksgiving holiday, submitted

Higher Hopes! raising funds 
to provide holiday meals

Higher Hopes! is gearing up to 
again raise money and donations to 
prepare 1,000 complete Thanksgiving 
meal kits containing everything from 
snacks, a turkey, all the sides and 
delicious desserts, as well as plates, 
roasting pans and cutlery, for families 
with children enrolled in the Early 
Head Start Child Care Partnership 
Programs, which encompass the Early 
Head Start, Head Start and Great 
Start Readiness Programs in Detroit.

Higher Hopes! is a registered 
501(c)3 started by Bill Birndorf, own­
er of Commerce-based Apple Market­
ing Co. Birndorf came up with the 
idea for Higher Hopes! the night of 
Thanksgiving 2013, after seeing a 
news story about people in the city 
who were struggling to buy food for 
the holidays to feed their families.

“This project has really helped a lot 
of families who struggle with food 
insecurities in the city of Detroit. 
We’re here to help and let people in 
the city know we’ve got their backs,” 
Birndorf said. “We do this so families 
can enjoy healthy and nutritious din­
ners in their own homes without hav­
ing to visit shelters to feed their fam­
ilies. This creates independence and 
family togetherness, which is so im­
portant in shaping children’s lives and 
futures. We want to help them. We 
receive a lot of great support from 
places like Gleaners and Project 
Healthy Community, a Detroit-based 
charity which helps organizing volun­
teers for packing and delivering.”

Families are chosen on a financial 
need basis and those who are the 
neediest will receive a complete meal

kit with all of the supplies needed to 
make a delicious Thanksgiving feast, 
in their own homes with their own 
families and friends.

Higher Hopes! has provided more 
than 260,000 pounds of food for 
Thanksgiving and 199,500 pounds of 
food for summer meal programs - 
more than one-quarter million meals - 
to underserved families in Detroit 
throughout the year.

As a partner agency of Gleaners 
Community Food Bank, Higher 
Hopes! will use Gleaners to help with 
the program. It will store all food 
donations, handle delivery logistics 
and allow Higher Hopes! to use its 
facility for packing meal kits. Pack- 
Up Day will be held Saturday, Nov. 18, 
at the Gleaners Warren location, 24162 
Mound Road, and Distribution Day 
will take place with the use of Glean­
ers four semi-tractor trailers Monday, 
Nov. 20, at four Head Start sites in the 
city of Detroit. Around 350 volunteers 
will assist in packing and distributing 
more than 65,000 pounds of food for 
the Thanksgiving holiday.

The new 2017 Higher Hopes! web­
site has a button for donations directly 
through PayPal using credit or debit 
cards. Monetary donations can also be 
made via checks made out to Higher 
Hopes! and sent to 8898 Commerce 
Road, Suite 5C, Commerce, MI 48382.

For more information about Higher 
Hopes! or to make food or monetary 
donations to help this year’s cause, 
248-360-9300, email volunteer@higher 
hopesdetroit.org or go to www.higher
hopesdetroit.org. There is a link to its 
Facebook page at the website.
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Send calendar items to LIV-OENewstip@ 
hometownlife.com.

Westland Veterans Day event
The Westland Veterans Association 

will be hosting the Veterans Day cere­
mony at 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov, 11, at the 
Veterans Memorial Garden of Westland. 
The Westland Veterans Association would 
like to recognize all Westland Purple 
Heart recipient veterans that will be 
attending the ceremony. If someone is 
attending who is not a veteran but their 
loved one received the Purple Heart and 
has died, call 734-788-7753 by Oct. 30.

Lagers for Lunches event
The Livonia Jaycees will be hosting its 

fourth annual Lagers for Lunches Event 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, at the One 
Under Banquet Hall. Join the Jaycees, 
community leaders and friends for an 
evening of craft beer tasting, strolling 
appetizers and fun raffles. Proceeds will 
go toward the Livonia Education Founda­
tion, in an effort to off-set lunch debt 
balances within Livonia Public Schools.

Tickets are $45 per individual or $80 
per couple and include entrance to the 
event, 15 drink tickets and strolling appe­
tizers. Designated driver tickets are also 
available for $25. Attendees must be 21 
years of age or older.

For more information and to purchase 
tickets, go to
www.lagersforlunches.eventbrite.com.
To learn more about the Livonia Jaycees, 
go to www.livoniajaycees.org or email 
Livoniajaycees@gmail.com.

Livonia Turkey Trot

Register now for the Livonia Parks 
and Recreation Department’s annual 
Turkey Trot 5K fun walk/run at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4, at Bicentennial Park 
(Seven Mile and Wayne roads). Regis­
tration takes place at the Kirksey Recrea­
tion Center, 15100 Hubbard. The $15 per 
person fee includes a Turkey Trot T-shirt, 
if registered by Oct. 23.

Proceeds and canned food donations 
will benefit the Livonia Goodfellows. Last 
year, the TUrkey Trot had over 450 partic­
ipants and resulted in hundreds of cans of 
food and raised over $4,000 to assist the 
Livonia Goodfellows in providing holiday 
meals for local families. After the walk/ 
run, visit the food truck rally to satisfy 
your post Turkey Trot appetite.

For more information, call 734466- 
2900 or go to www.livoniaparks.org.
Our Saviour Lutheran health 

clinic
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, 33333 

Warren Road, Westland, will host a health 
and wellness Fair from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4. The Wayne-Westland 
Fire Authority will be on hand, with a fire 
engine for children to explore and fire 
safety information for children and par­
ents. A registered nurse will provide free 
blood pressure and blood sugar tests, 
with information on nutrition and health. 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans repre­
sentatives will provide information about 
how to improve your physical, financial, 
and spiritual health.

Beginning at 1 p.m., the American Red 
Cross will offer a CPR training class, 
which will provide a two-year CPR certi­
fication. There is a $100 charge for the 
CPR class.

All other activities are free. For more 
information, contact the Rev. Guy Purdue 
at 734-834-0139 or email
revguypurdue@yahoo.com.

Tail Wagger's 1990 benefit
Tail Wagger’s 1990, a local nonprofit 

animal rescue organization, is inviting the 
community to its 28th annual Tail Wag­
ger’s Bowl on Saturday, Nov. 4, at Wood­
land Lanes in Livonia. Squads are being 
held at 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. and costs 
$25 per adult and $15 per child.

The entry fee includes three games of 
bowling, lunch or dinner with dessert, 
commemorative gift and entry into mys­
tery game to win donated prizes from 
local businesses. Grand prizes are award­
ed to those that raise the most money in 
each squad. Strolling raffle with a chance 
to win prizes from the Detroit Tigers, 
Detroit Red Wings, Michigan State, din­
ing establishments and hotels will add to 
the excitement, along with 50/50 drawings 
at all three squads.

For more information on Tail Wagger’s 
1990 or to register for the event, go to 
www.tailwaggersl990.org. If you have 
questions, contact Laura Zain at 734-855- 
4077 ortailwaggers.1990@yahoo.com.

Zonta Club movie screening
The Zonta Club of Northwest Wayne 

County will host a screening of the award-
, winning documentary film “Little 

Stones,” which follows Brazilian graffiti 
artist Panmela Castro, Senegalese rap- 
singer Sister Fa, Indian dance therapist 
Sohini Chakraborty and fashion designer 
Anna Taylor as they use their art to com-

« bat violence against women and to em­
power women and girls globally.

The film will screen at 6:30 p.m. Mon­
day, Nov. 6, at the Plymouth District Li­
brary, 223 S. Main Street. Admission is 
free, but donations are welcome. All pro­
ceeds benefit the Zonta Club of North­
west Wayne County in its service and 
advocacy efforts.
St. Mary Mercy to host Hernia 

Night
St. Mary Mercy Livonia will host a 

Hernia Night program 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Thesday, Nov. 7, in the hospital’s South

EVENTS

Auditorium. Guests should enter from the 
South Entrance, 14555 Levan Road.

Dr. Jacob Roberts will answer ques­
tions, discuss hernia-related symptoms 
and provide education about the latest 
hernia treatments, including minimally 
invasive surgery. Screenings will also be 
performed following the presentation and 
individuals will have an opportunity to 
participate in a hands-on demonstration 
with the da-Vinci Surgical System.

Attendees will be entered to win Red 
Wings tickets and refreshments will be

’ provided. For more information or to 
register, call 734-655-8486.

3D Photography Club meeting
The 3D Photography Club will host its 

next meeting 7-9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
8, at Livonia Civic Park Senior Center, 
15218 Farmington Road.

The program will be a presentation of 
the best stereo images from the recent 
Detroit International Stereo Exhibition 
and a tutorial on making modem stereo­
view cards. Everyone is invited to come 
see the award-winning 3D images. The 
meetings are free to attend and visitors 
are always welcome. Stereo cameras, 3D 
movies and educational videos are avail­
able for members to borrow or rent.

For more information, go to 
www.Detroit3D.org or call Dennis at 
248-398-3591.
Unity of Livonia movie 

screening
Unity of Livonia, 28660 Five Mile 

Road, will be showing the film “Rooted in 
Peace,” at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9. This 
film challenges viewers to examine their 
values as Americans and human beings. 
Director and award-winning filmmaker 
Greg Reitman invites viewers on a film 
journey to take notice of the world we live 
in, proactively seek ways to find personal 
and ecological peace, and stop the cycle 
of violence. Admission is $10 at the door.
Moondusters Ballroom 
Organization events

Moondusters Ballroom Organization, a 
nonprofit dance group located in Livonia, 
has been holding ballroom-style dances to 
live music each Saturday in the Livonia 
Senior Center, 15218 Farmington Road, 
for more than 42 years. Doors open at 7 
p.m. and dancing runs 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Admission is $10 per person, which 
includes coffee, tea and snacks, as well as 
cake and other refreshments during 
admission at 9 p.m. Pizza parties are held 
periodically and pizza and salad is in­
cluded in the cost of admission. At every 
dance, there is a 50/50 raffle.

The Moondusters will hold their 
Christmas Dinner Dance on Friday, Dec. 
8, at Burton Manor Banquet Hall, 27777 
Schoolcraft Road, Livonia. Music by 
Tommy James and His Orchestra. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., hors d’oeuvres until 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and dancing 7:30-11:30 
p.m. Admission $40 by ticket only. Door 
prizes, cash bar. Tables of 10. Reserved 
singles section. Reserve your table by 
Nov. 10; afterward, tickets at the door 
with seating as available.

For more information and tickets, call 
586-873-3353 or go to 
www.moondusters.org.
World War I program at Livonia 
library

The Friends of the Livonia Library will 
host Richard VandenBrul, a Livonia resi­
dent, who will speak on how “World War I 
Still Impacts U.S.” at 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
12, at the Robert and Janet Civic Center 
Library, ?>2Jn Five Mile Road. Vanden­
Brul is a history major and graduated 
from Miami (Ohio) University in and 
earned a J.D. degree from Golden Gate 
University.

This is a free program. For more in­
formation, call 248-466-2495.

St. Mary School open house

St. Mary Catholic School, 34516 Michi­
gan Ave., Wayne, will host an open house 
and pancake breakfast from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12. Tom- the grade 
school, meet teachers, see the newest 
technology updates in action as students 
perform in-class demonstrations.

The middle school drama class will be 
performing a skit and the pancake break­
fast free. Come for one of the Masses at 9 
a.m., 11 a.m. or the Spanish Mass at 2 p.m.

Veterans Mass at St. Michael
St. Michael the Archangel Church of 

Livonia will host its annual Veterans Day 
Mass to at the 10 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 12, at 
the church, 11441 Hubbard Road. A free 
pancake breakfast for all veterans and 
military personnel will follow in the 
school cafeteria. All are welcome to join 
in this special thanks to our military and 
their families.

For more information, call the parish 
office at 734-261-1455, ext. 200, or go to 
www.hvoniastmichael.org.

Citizens for Peace anniversary
The Citizens for Peace will celebrate 

its 14th anniversary Tuesday, Nov. 14, at 
Unity of Livonia, 28660 Five Mile Road. 
The event begins at 6:30 p.m. with pizza 
and an anniversary cake. Entertainment 
will start at 7:15 .pm. with performances 
by Kevin (Mr. Peace) Szawala, Joe Kidd 
and Sheila Burke, Darrin Breil, David 
Nefesh, ’Nique Love Rhodes and Ryan 
Castelli.

All attendees will receive a free peace 
bracelet. Donations are appreciated. For 
more information, call 734425-0079 or go 
to www.citizens4peace.com.

HOWARD^ MILLER

SALES tVENT
We have wall, mantel, 

and cuckoo clocks

Satin brass-finished

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS II

table clock features

MUSICAL CLOCKS

PLAY'12 CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS

1

1 Q99I preach;
*•„ Sugg. Retail $80.50,*’

FANTASTIC
VALUE!

red marble-tone sides

and a decorative

wreath at the center

dial or polished silver-finished arch table

clock with green marble-tone sides and a

decorative horn at the center dial. Twelve

carols, one every hour. Automatically shuts

off at night. Batteries included.

Surveyor II ’ Arendal
#615-084 at $599 #611 -005 at $2399

Holiday Hours
Monday-Wednesday 9-6, Thursday-Friday 9-8, Saturday 9-4, Sunday 11-4

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years 

1 Block West off Sheldon Rd/Center Street Between 7 and 8 Mile

Northville Watch & Clock Shop 
132 West Dunlap 
(248) 349-4938

www.northvilleclock.com

;NTRAL/llv 1

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5™ 
FROM NOON - 4PM

Since 1928, the Basilian Fathers, faculty, and staff at Detroit 
Catholic Central have been educating young men in 
Goodness, Discipline, and Knowledge.

Our annual Open House allows families to meet the people 
who make up CC the community, and to explore the 
building our students call home.

CC is the largest Private High School in the state of 
Michigan, and there is no better high school experience 
for a young man. Come see why!

113 Acre Campus 
1,025 Students 
16:1 Student:Teacher

2014-2017 CC Graduates 
were accepted to 35 of the 2017 
US News & World Report Top 50 Colleges

RSVP Today at CatholicCentral.net/OpenHouse

LO-GMG0002325-03
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Gourmet Market

Fresh • Local • Natural

Thanksgiving is Right 

Around the Corner!

Now taking orders 
for Fresh Turkeys,

Complete Thanksgiving Meals,
Pies, Art of Bread Rolls 

and Holiday Centerpieces.

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152 
248.477.4333

Sale valid 11-1-17 thru 11-7-17 
Hours: Sunday 9-7: Monday - Saturday 9-8 

While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change.

Organic

wr
Michigan

'$825?** z’
Honey Crisp

Apples

PRODUCE
California

JMellPict 

Raspberries

2T$5

Blackberries

2/$5
French

Fingerling
Potatoes

$2.99 15# bag

Grapefruit

2/$4
Jewel
Sweet

Potatoes

$1.49 .g

Joe’s Meat

Brown Sugar
Ham

$4.99»
!$3M

iAuntMid
Mushrooms

jjjafeg' .
Mediterranean 

Special!
_____ Spinach, Cheese &
DELI Meat Pies

JfL Boarshead $1.00 ea.
Everroast

Chicken
$6.99 hl

gave $8M

Honey Boasted

$5.99.
save $3.00

Boarshead

Turkey
s l i® j,
* tt.oo

Old Tyne 
Frankly Sharp
Cheddar
$449.

save $3.50
bJL Boarshead

American 
Cheese

Vciiow and White 
(Excludes: Sharp slow Sodium)

$4.99 ib • *M**fc(W
»» $$.oc Boarshead

<5^ Kowalski Sweet Slice
Hard Ham

Salami
$549in.

gave $1.50

Dearborn

’.$3 00

*

Jarlsberg
Swiss

Cheese

$7.99 ib.
$8.00

e$$&)

7 USDA Premium
? ChoiceAngus
Bistro Steak

USDA Premium 
Choice Angus

Premium Fresh 
All Natural

graduations, cocktail parties, 

picnics or meetings... 

whatever your event!
Visit us at:

www.joesgourmetcatcring.com 
or the Knot

FINE CHEESES
Wisconsin Beentster

Mammoth 
Cheddar 

$4.99 ib
none $5.00

Vlaskaas
Gouda

$11.99 ib
save $3.00

Everyday GOURMET

Potato
Pancakes
99$ ea.

s$1.00

Grand Reopening!
Come See Oar New Look! 
Art of Bread Hours:
Open 7 Days a Week 9-7

Joe’s Antioxidant Chicken Caesar Low-Fat Chicken
Kale Salad Pasta Salad Crunch Salad
$7.99 ib. $5.99 ib. $6.99m.
mm $1.00 aave $1.00 ti'QQ

Chef’s Feature
Roasted Pork with Fig Sauce

CAFE
Joe’s Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special

$6.99 n. %x,
Cinnful Snacks 

All Varieties

$4.99

BearCreek
Soup Mixes

McClure’s 
Pickles & Bloody 

Mary Mix

$3.00

oo.

Trenary Toast 
Cinnamon Flavor

$6.99 ea.

USDA Premium 
ChoiceAngus

Bottom Round 
Roast

Premium Fresh 
All Natural

Pork Butt

$1.99 u.
sow AIM

Fresh Housemade

Fresh
Atlantic

iKllfe

Cheddar
Garlic

$3.99
Apple Walnut 

Pie

■if$10.99 s

Cherry
Turnovers

Honey
Pumpernickel

$2.99

Louis Martini
S0OS8 ■

Polish or
Hungarian Xolbasz

$3.99 b.
mmAZ.00

Farm Fresh
Cattish I

>... - T.. . iz . . \

GROCERY
Crunchmaster 

Gluten Free

Crackers
2/$5

Gia Russa

Bread
Crumbs
$1.99

Pacific Organic 
Turkey Bone

Broth
$5.99 32®i

Crockery Gourmet 
CrockPot 

Seasonings

2/S3
Moedi.mr

PASTRY
Raspberry Delight

$16.99r $26.998
Bread

Pudding
$6.99

IIEMf! TiEWelielly 

' Cake Pops 
Asserted Flavors

Cinnamon 
Strusel

Coflee Cake
wo. $6.99 aa *U.5H»«i

$1.00 gave $1.00 save $3.00

$6.99
eave $1.0

WINE CELLAR

$13.99

Prosecco 
$13.99 mi.

btl.
$13.99
15 nk. Cans

HM . amMOi HmMyyiwniMHomwwMHHBBawwBwummmwwHi SBiMMMMHHK■OHMBI■885■M■HIHSMOH



INSIDE: CATHOLIC CENTRAL TO HOST COLLEGE WRESTLING MEET, B5
SECTION B (WGRL)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2017 
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM SPORTS TIM SMITH, EDITOR
TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-926-2237

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

Plymouth impresses at Division 1 regional
Novi runner-up, Salem 
slides into third after 
Northville disqualified

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Plymouth coach Jon Mikosz 
knew this could be a special 
boys cross country season and 
Saturday his team did not dis­
appoint.

Placing six of the top nine 
runners, the Wildcats made 
school history by winning their 
first MHSAA Division 1 re­
gional championship at Willow 
Metropark.

Plymouth took first with 21 
points, while Novi was runner- 
up with 81.

Meanwhile, Salem (98) 
moved up to the third qualify­

ing spot after Northville was 
disqualified after being 
flagged by race officials for an 
MHSAA rules violation regard­
ing different colored undergar­
ments.

Rounding out the regional 
field were Livonia Stevenson 
(104), host Ann Arbor Huron 
(117), Novi Detroit Catholic 
Central (135), Livonia Chur­
chill (200), Canton (209), Uni­
versity of Detroit-Jesuit (249), 
Livonia Franklin (254), Berk­
ley (316), Oak Park (324) and 
Garden City (420).

Novi’s Gabe Mudel was the 
individual winner, as he cov­
ered the 5,000-meter Chestnut 
Grove course under windy and 
cold conditions in a personal- 
best 15 minutes, 21.6 seconds.

Plymouth garnered the next 
three places: sophomore Car­
ter Solomon (15:29.2), senior 
Ethan Byrnes (15:55.5) and

freshman Patrick Byrnes 
(16:02.6).

The Wildcats’ other two 
scorers were juniors Jarrett 
Weaver (fifth, 16:09.0) and 
Brandon Boyd (seventh, 
16:12.2), while sophomore Tyler 
Mussen was ninth (16:18.7).

“Awesome man, they killed 
it,” Mikosz said. “They went 
out from the start and finish 
and it was awesome. They 
stepped up and Jarrett (War­
ner) was huge and he ran awe­
some. It’s the first regional 
championship for us, so it’s 
huge.”

Plymouth, ranked second 
behind only Ann Arbor Pioneer 
in the statewide Division 1 
coaches poll, has been building 
toward this stage all season 
and appears to be a serious 
title contender.

See PLYMOUTH, Page B4
The Plymouth boys cross country team celebrates its first regional title in 
school history, submitted

PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

OVERTIME STUNNER

Franklin's Isaac Moore scampers for Franklin's second TD, breaking a tackle by Western's Tim Stallworth Jr. along the way. dan dean

Moore rushes for 206 yards as Livonia Franklin 
ousts W.L. Western to move into district final

Franklin head coach Chris Kelbert celebrates his team's 35-28 OT victory.

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Nobody seemed to mind 
afterward that Livonia Frank­
lin has another week of foot­
ball practice.

In fact, the players welcome 
it.

In the rain and cold, the 
Patriots warmed their fans’ 
hearts Friday with a stunning 
35-28 overtime victory over 
favored Walled Lake Western, 
last year’s MHSAA Division 2 
finalist.

Franklin's Julius Simmons 
ran for the game-winning 
touchdown from 10 yards out 
on the second play of overtime 
and the Patriots’ defense held 
from the 9 on fourth down, 
when Brad Gibson knocked

down Sam Johnson’s pass in 
the end zone.

“We just knew we needed 
to go out and get a stop,” 
Franklin’s 5-foot-5,150-pound 
senior defensive back John 
DiPonio said. “We played 
great defensively all year. It 
was exciting. We knew it was 
coming. We prepared well all 
week. We knew they were 
going to try and go back side 
out there and Brad (Gibson) 
was all over it. So exciting.”

The win puts Franklin (8-2) 
into the district final this 
Friday against an all-too- 
familiar opponent in Livonia 
Churchill (8-2), which also 
advanced with a 24-23 win 
over Pinckney.

See FRANKLIN, Page B3

REGIONAL FINAL

Shamrocks
withstand
Plymouth
comeback

CC builds 4-0 halftime 
lead to win; faces East 

Kentwood in D1 semifinals
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

The Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral boys soccer team is final 
four-bound for the second 
time in three years.

But it didn’t come without 
some anxious moments dur­
ing Friday’s MHSAA Division 
1 regional final at slick Novi 
Meadows Stadium, as the 
Shamrocks (18-2-4) built a 4-0 
halftime lead and then held on 
for dear life to oust Plymouth, 
4-3.

Despite soggy conditions 
due to a steady rain from the 
start, Catholic Central came 
out of the gate fast, as John 
Willemsen scored on a free 
kick from Ryan Pierson to 
make it 1-0.

Jeswin David then made it 
2-0 off an assist from Pierson 
and the Shamrocks gave 
themselves a three-goal cush­
ion on Henry Koelling’s goal, 
assisted by David.

Pierson, a senior, then 
notched his 29th goal of the 
year, assisted by Drake Mid­
gley, to put the Shamrocks up, 
4-0.

Meanwhile, CC starting 
goalkeeper Kevin Blossfeld

See SHAMROCKS. Page B3

Plymouth's Ryan Wu (left) tries to 
shield off CC's Jeswin David.
MICHAEL VASILNEKdan dean

L
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PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Four takeaways from CC’s 
triumph over Stevenson

Shamrocks will face 
White Lake Lakeland 

in district final
Mike Rosenbaum

Correspondent

In a game that was 
closer than the final 
score indicated, Detroit 
Catholic Central out- 
slugged host Livonia 
Stevenson in the rain 
Friday, taking a 24-7 
MHSAA Division 1 foot­
ball first-round district 
playoff victory.

The Shamrocks (6-4) 
will remain on the road 
beginning at 7 p.m. Fri­
day, Nov. 3, to face White 
Lake Lakeland &-2) in a 
district final. The Eagles 
advanced with a 53-12 
win over Walled Lake 
Central.

Four takeaways from 
Friday’s game:
CAM-BAM!

Running back Camer­
on Ryan was Catholic 
Central’s key weapon, 
running 24 times for 166 
yards and scoring all 
three CC touchdowns.

The 6-foot, 210-pound 
Ryan earned many of 
those yards after contact.

On his first score - 
which gave the Sham­
rocks a 10-0 lead in the 
third quarter - Ryan 
appeared to be stopped at 
the line of scrimmage on 
a draw play, but he 
fought free and then 
broke several more tack­
les during a 25-yard scor­
ing run.

“Ryan’s ability to 
break tackles was amaz­
ing,” first-year CC coach 
Dan Anderson said. “Cam 
Ryan ran the hardest I’ve 
seen him run all year. He 
carried us on his back 
today.”

The playoff atmos­
phere clearly inspired 
Ryan, who noted that it 
was “win or go home.”

“And it’s my senior 
year - I’ve got to lead the 
boys,” Ryan said.

He also praised his 
offensive line, saying, 
“They blocked. All I had 
to do was read the holes 
and run.”
SLIPPERY WHEN WET

Because of the steady 
rain that fell throughout 
the game, both teams 
mainly kept the ball on 
the ground. CC gained 
218 yards on 37 rushes, 
while Stevenson had 214 
on 45 attempts.

The weather “changed 
how both offenses ap­
proached the game to­
day,” Anderson said.
“You didn’t see a whole 
lot of throwing.”

Indeed, the Spartans 
didn’t throw the ball until 
the last play of the first 
half, when Parker Gra­

Rocks on the run

I

Salem senior running back Cody Tapp (middle) finds a hole in the Belleville defense during 
Friday's Division 1 football pre-district game. The Rocks, playing their first playoff game since 
1991, lost to the Tigers, 17-7.

Catholic Central's Cameron Ryan (front) eludes Stevenson 
tacklers Carter Ackman (bottom), Roman Klenk (right) and 
Sean Miastkowski during Friday's district opener.
DENNIS BARNES

Catholic Central's Jack Downs (right) races after the ball 
after Griffin Matick's field-goal try is blocked, dennis barnes

ham tossed up a Hail 
Mary with two seconds 
on the clock.

Graham was just 2- 
of-8 passing for 17 yards 
on the day, but was 
strong on the ground, 
running 26 times for 143 
yards.

CC quarterback Mar­
co Genrich only attempt­
ed nine passes, but he 
completed six for 50 
yards, including a key 
21-yard pass to tight end 
Nicholas Rood that set up 
the Shamrocks’ first TD.
BLOCK THAT KICK

The game took a big 
swing late in the first 
half.

After gaining a fourth- 
down stop on defense, 
Stevenson marched 62 
yards to the CC 12.

With less than a min­
ute remaining in the 
scoreless half, Griffin 
Matick’s field-goal try 
was blocked by Parker 
Bohland, a junior who 
then then scooped up and 
ball and ran to the Spar­
tans’ 22.

The Shamrocks 
couldn’t manage a first 
down, but Ethan Pattin- 
son booted a 32-yard field 
goal to send Catholic 
Central into the locker 
room with a 3-0 edge.

“With the weather 
being what it was, any 
points were going to be 
valuable points, especial­
ly in that first half,” said 
Stevenson coach Randy 
Micallef, whose team 
finished 5-5. “So for them 
to come out with a field 
goal there at the end and

to take that lead going 
into halftime was 
huge.”
FOURTH-DOWN SUC­
CESS

The Spartans con­
verted a trio of fourth- 
down attempts on their 
lone scoring drive. 
Stevenson took pos­
session at its 23 and 
quickly faced a fourth- 
and-two situation from 
the 31.

Trailing 10-0, Mical­
lef rolled the dice and 
came up a winner when 
fullback Joshua Page 
ran a dive up the mid­
dle for 4 yards.

After gaining anoth­
er first down, Steven­
son called Graham’s 
number on fourth-and- 
three and the quarter­
back responded with an 
11-yard run to the CC 
33.

Graham also con­
verted a fourth-and-two 
play with a 4-yard car­
ry to Catholic Central’s 
21. Three plays later, he 
threw a 16-yard touch­
down pass to Devin 
Dunn.

Overall, Stevenson 
went 77 yards on 16 
plays. The drive, which 
began late in the third 
quarter and ended 
early in the fourth, took 
7:18 off the clock.

CC turned the tables 
on its next possession, 
however, when Ryan 
ran 9 yards on fourth- 
and-four. Three plays 
later, Ryan ran 7 yards 
for his second touch­
down.

PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Canton's Noah Brown (left) is in the end zone for the touchdown, with Saline's Cam Richardson 
unable to make the stop, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

Canton dominates 
Saline in opener, 42-14

Chiefs strong on 
both sides of ball 

in lopsided 
pre-district win

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

This time it was dif­
ferent. Much different.

Friday’s Division 1 
pre-district football 
game at Plymouth-Can­
ton Educational Park was 
all Canton, pretty much 
from the opening kickoff, 
as the Chiefs won 42-14.

The game was by far 
the most lopsided of the 
recent string of playoff 
meetings between Can­
ton and Saline, opponents 
for the fourth consec­
utive postseason.

On the second snap of 
the rainy night, Canton 
junior running back Ste­
ven Walker burst up the 
middle and kept on going 
for a 76-yard touchdown. 
He finished with 172 
yards rushing in 17 car­
ries.

The Chiefs (9-1) then 
went up 13-0 on senior 
linebacker Lou Bae- 
chler’s 45-yard intercep­
tion return. He antici­
pated where Saline quar­
terback Cole Daniels 
might throw the ball, 
picked it off and took it to 
the house.

“I knew that play was 
coming. I watched a ton 
of film,” said Baechler, 
still wearing a cast on his 
arm after fracturing it 
earlier in the season. “I 
got out there and just 
made a play.”

Veteran Canton head 
coach Tim Baechler said 
the two early touchdowns 
set the tone against the 
Hornets, who finished 
7-2.

“It was a huge mo­
mentum builder to score 
on the first play and then 
come back and score on 
that (interception),” Tim 
Baechler said. “It was 
just a great play by a 
great player.”

Relentless
There was little let-up 

from that point on, either. 
The Chiefs were relent­
less in all departments, 
enjoying a 432-186 edge 
in offensive yardage.

The talent and tenac­
ity of senior tight end 
Noah Brown enabled 
Canton to carry a 20-7 
lead into the intermis­
sion.

Brown scored on a 
20-yard pass from senior 
quarterback Connor 
Engel (3-of-3 passing, 89 
yards). He caught Eng­
el’s pass near the 10-yard 
line and bulldozed his 
way through Saline tack­
lers en route to the end 
zone.

“We’ve been looking 
forward to this point of 
the season all year,”

rown said “We feel we

got a good team that can 
do something special this 
year. And we’re just 
working hard and taking 
them one at a time.

“We had a really great 
week of practice, prob­
ably one of the better 
weeks of practice we had 
all year. And we just 
pound, pound, pound all 
game. We broke ’em, put 
up 42 points on one of the 
great defenses in the 
state. We’re pretty proud 
of that.”

Canton broke the 
game open in the third 
quarter, scoring two 
quick touchdowns to 
build a 34-7 advantage.

Recovering a fumble 
in the first minute was 
junior James Deese and 
the Chiefs took advan­
tage on senior running 
back Colin Troup’s 16- 
yard TD run.

Troup gained 111 yards 
in 20 rushes and scored 
twice. He also tallied a 
61-yard reception.

Then came an onside 
kick by senior Chase 
Meredith, which was 
recovered on a heads-up 
play by sophomore Tim 
Pennington.

Canton needed just six 
plays to find the end zone 
again, this time on a 1- 
yard plunge by Troup.

“We finally got some 
breaks and got those two 
things,” coach Baechler 
said. “They weren’t 
planned, obviously. You 
hope to get those, but 
they actually worked out. 
We got that kick, that was 
big.

“But then the offense 
came out and took ad­
vantage of both of those 
and kind of opened the 
game up from there.”

Here other takeaways 
from the match-up:
FAMILIAR FOES

It wouldn’t be high 
school football playoff 
season without Saline 
and Canton hooking up. 
Friday’s postseason 
meeting between the 
teams was the fourth in a 
row, with the Hornets 
winning two of the previ­
ous three match-ups.

The 2014-16 games 
were all in the district or 
regional finals. Last year, 
Saline won 37-31 in a 
district final; Canton 
prevailed 27-7 in the 2015 
regional final.

Need help 
with E-mail 
marketing?

Michigan.com is the largest 
media and marketing company 

in Michigan - call (248) 406-9501 
today!

STOPPING 'EM COLD
Canton is known for 

having a prolific offense, 
but the Chiefs wreaked 
havoc on defense with 
big plays by Lou Bae­
chler, Troup and Brown 
helping Canton take a 
20-7 halftime lead.

Baechler picked off a 
Saline pass and scored on 
a 45-yard return. Both 
Troup and Brown broke 
up dangerous passing 
attempts by left-handed 
quarterback Cole Daniels 
(10-of-23 passing, 128 
yards).
WEATHER REPORT

Although it was rain­
ing virtually the entire 
game, neither team ap­
peared to be slowed by 
the wet weather. The 
only fumble of the first 
half was in the final min­
ute of play and it had no 
impact on the score- 
board.

The Hornets, though, 
coughed the ball up on 
the first play of the sec­
ond half.
STUDY HALL

Saline had an extra 
week to prepare for the 
game with a Week 9 bye, 
but the Chiefs did a good 
job cramming for the 
playoff test.

“We watched a lot of 
film this week and really 
got prepared and focused 
for them and we all did 
our job,” Engel said. “We 
were 100 percent on our 
reads.”

Coach Baechler added 
that facing the Hornets 
in the postseason opener 
was a bit surprising.

“(Saline) is a game you 
expect in round two or 
three,” said Baechler, 
referring to the Division 
1 bracket. “We didn’t sit 
around fretting about it, 
we went to work and I’m 
just so proud of our 
kids.”
NEXT UP

Canton will move on to 
face undefeated Belle­
ville (10-0) at 7 p.m. Fri­
day, Nov. 3. The Tigers 
knocked off Salem, 17-7.

“They are a really 
good team with a lot of 
talent,” Engel said. “We 
just got to focus up, we 
got to be 100 percent on 
our reads just like this 
week. It should be a good 
game.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Five takeaways from Churchill-Pinckney game
Bill Khan

Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK — 

MICHIGAN

Livonia Churchill de­
feated Pinckney in a first- 
round football playoff 
game Friday, 24-23. Here 
are five takeaways:
TAKING ONE FOR THE 
TEAM

Churchill senior Martell 
Dooley made the play of 
the night, rushing un­
touched from the left side 
to block a 19-yard field- 
goal attempt by Pinckney’s 
Zack DeRoek with 2:24 left 
in the game.

When Dooley landed on 
the ground after blocking 
the potential go-ahead kick, 
he inflicted more damage 
on a right shoulder that 
was originally injured in 
the second game of the 
season.

Dooley’s right arm was 
in a sling and an ice pack 
was on his right shoulder 
when he headed for the 
bus ride home, but it was a 
small price to pay to help 
his team advance to the 
second round of the state 
playoffs.

“They asked me if it 
was all right when I hurt it 
plays before,” Dooley said. 
“It was hurting then. They 
asked, ‘Are you sure you 
want to go?’ Yeah, it’s my 
senior year; I’m not trying 
to lose.”

Dooley had to leave the 
field with 9:47 left in the 
game, when he landed on 
the shoulder while diving

Livonia Churchill's Michael Parrish tackles Pinckney's Nick Cain, who had two touchdown 
catches. Cain finished with eight catches for 126 yards. His scoring plays went for 35 and 48 
yards, gillis beneoict | livingston daily

for a deep pass.
“Martell Dooley with a 

very hurt shoulder, really 
bad, came up clutch with a 
huge block,” Churchill 
quarterback Drew Also- 
brooks said. “I’m so proud 
of him."

Pinckney had to settle 
for the field goal attempt 
after having first-and-goal 
at the 5-yard line.
SPECIAL TEAMS EDGE

A lot of attention is paid 
to the match-up between 
opposing offenses and 
defenses heading into a 
game, but special teams 
inevitably play a huge role.

Such was the case in 
this one.

It began on the opening 
kickoff, with Churchill

recovering a fumble on a 
return by Alex Wasyl. 
Three plays and 20 yards 
later, the Chargers had a 
touchdown just 1:25 into 
the game. Pinckney re­
sponded with two straight 
touchdown drives to take a 
14-7 lead.

Pinckney tried to catch 
Churchill napping to start 
the second half, attempting 
an onside kick, but Jacob 
Robertson recovered it for 
the Chargers. The Pirates’ 
defense came through by 
forcing a three-and-out.

After Nick Cain’s 48- 
yard touchdown catch with 
28 seconds left in the third 
quarter cut Churchill’s lead 
to 24-23, the Pirates were 
unable to get the conver­
sion because of a bad snap.

Holder Mikey Antal impro­
vised, attempting a pass 
toward Jared Hess that 
was broken up by Jaren 
Carble. That one point 
turned out to be the differ­
ence.

“Honestly, it’s playoff 
football,” Pinckney coach 
Rod Beaton said. “Every­
thing is so magnified in a 
playoff game. You can’t 
play the what-if, you can’t 
play the second-guess or 
you’ll eat yourself alive 
doing that.”
ONE LAST BIG GAME

As he had done all sea­
son, Pinckney senior Cain 
made explosive plays.

Cain got open behind 
the Churchill defense for 
touchdown catches of 35

and 48 yards from Jack 
Wurzer. He finished with 
eight catches for 126 yards.

The game ended with 
the ball in Cain’s hands. 
Unfortunately for the 
Pirates, Cain was unable to 
get out of bounds to stop 
the clock after catching a 
7-yard pass in the left flat. 
After Cain was tackled by 
lyrese Williams, the clock 
ran out.

Cain put Pinckney in a 
position to get a solid crack 
at the end zone when he 
returned a punt 26 yards 
and was hit out of bounds 
for an additional 15 yards 
with 11 seconds left in the 
game. That gave the Pi­
rates the ball at Churchill's 
39.

Cain finished with 13 
touchdown catches, nine 
more than any other player 
in Livingston County.

“He’s a special player,” 
Beaton said.
PINCKNEY DOMINATES 
STATS

Pinckney had a decisive 
advantage in the final 
statistics — except the 
final score, of course.

The Pirates outgained 
the Chargers, 438-256, 
running 65 plays to Chur­
chill’s 44. Pinckney had a 
25-12 advantage in first 
downs.

The short field Chur­
chill got after the opening 
fumble and two big run­
ning plays turned out to be 
enough for the Chargers’ 
offense to get the job done.

A 51-yard run by Avery 
Grenier tied the game,

14-14, on the first play of 
the second quarter. A16- 
yard run by Darrell Mason 
with 4:53 left in the second 
quarter put the Chargers 
up, 21-14.

Churchill was held to 
just a field goal in the 
second half, but the of­
fense made a big play 
when Alsobrooks ran 20 
yards for a first down on 
third-and-five with 2:06 
remaining. Instead of 
punting to Pinckney with 
nearly two minutes on the 
clock, there were only 11 
seconds left when the 
Pirates regained posses­
sion.

Alsobrooks threw for 
only 32 yards, but ran 10 
times for 106 yards.

“We didn't play our 
greatest game tonight,” 
Churchill coach Bill DeFil- 
lippo said. “I give Pinckney 
a lot of credit.”
CLEAN SHEET FOR WUR­
ZER

There were a couple of 
close calls, but Wurzer 
finished the season with a 
remarkable stat line: zero 
interceptions in 162 pass 
attempts.

Wurzer was 115-of-162 
passing for 1,749 yards and 
18 touchdowns.

The perfect record 
under the interception 
column was at risk when a 
pass by Wurzer was de­
flected into the air early in 
the second quarter. Of 
course, the ball wound up 
in the hands of Cain, who 
caught it for a 1-yard gain.

FRANKLIN
Continued from Page B1

“I really don’t know 
how to put this in words ... 
I mean they played so 
hard, they played so ag­
gressive, they played so 
physical,” Franklin coach 
Chris Kelbert said.
“That’s a great football 
team we just beat.
They’re one of the best 
teams in the state and we 
went toe-to-toe with them 
and pulled it off at the 
end.”

Western (8-2) sent the 
game into overtime at 
28-28, scoring with only 
1:48 left when Jakkel 
Moore-Wells ran up the 
middle from 3 yards out 
after a circus 30-yard 
catch by teammate Kevin 
Jackson set up the TD.

After Franklin went 
three-and-out, Western 
used its three allotted 
timeouts to get the ball 
back and Johnson hit two 
passes to set up a 47-yard 
field-goal attempt by 
Aidan Jennings, who 
missed wide left with only 
23.8 seconds left sending 
the game into OT.

“We got to make sure 
we play through those 
moments,” Kelbert said. 
“And that’s something 
we’ve been preaching all 
year. They’re going to 
make plays, we just got to 
not melt down. We took 
the timeout when the 
momentum went their 
way and we got the pick 
on it, so it worked out for 
us.”

With the score tied 
21-21 early in the fourth 
quarter, Franklin’s Isaac 
Moore, who led all rush­
ers with 206 yards on 26 
carries, made an electri­
fying 86-yard run to 
break the deadlock with

, 10:37 left in regulation.
“I saw the middle line­

backer ... he went for the 
‘jet’ and there was just 
this huge hole and Isaac 
just took off. And he ran 
like Isaac and he just ran 
through three tackles,” 
Franklin sophomore quar­
terback Jacob Kelbert 
said.

While trailing 21-14 in 
the third, the Patriots 
came up with another key 
play when Jacob Kelbert, 
on fourth-and-four, hit 
Moore out of the back- 
field on a middle screen 
for a 10-yard TD pass 
with 3:53 to go in the quar­
ter.

“I saw the safety... he 
had no clue (Moore) was 
releasing out of the back- 
field,” Jacob Kelbert said. 
“He went with the comer 
on the smash route and, 
as I was getting hit, I 
threw the ball to Isaac. I 
didn’t know what hap­
pened until I heard crowd 
cheer.”

The Franklin quarter­
back, who landed on his 
his back while making the 
TD throw, never saw 
Moore run into the end 
zone.

“He got destroyed 
after he let that ball go,” 
Chris Kelbert said of his 
son. “That’s been some­
thing we’ve been working 
on the past few weeks. We 
called that and it worked 
out perfectly for us.”

Here are some other 
takeaways:
KEEP PLUGGING

Franklin was stopped 
on its opening drive on 
fourth-and-goal from the 
Western 1. But after the 
Patriots were denied, they 
blocked a Warriors punt 
and Simmons scored on a 
27-yard TD run to make it 
6-0. (The extra point was 
no good).

Simmons then scored 
the game-winning TD in 
OT.

“It was a huge play and 
we had our sophomore, 
James Carpenter, in play­
ing wing and he got a big 
block there,” Chris Kel­
bert said. “We kind of 
knew Julius had the speed 
to get the edge and that 
was one of the decisions 
we made there, too.”
MORE MOORE

Franklin’s 6-foot, 210- 
pound senior also added a 
19-yard TD ran in the 
second quarter to pull the 
Patriots to within one, 
14-13.

“He really makes them 
go,” Western coach Mike 
Zdebski said. “He’s a big, 
physical running back. 
He’s a very good high 
school back. He’s the best 
high school back we’ve 
seen on our schedule.”

And when Moore bust­
ed loose on the 86-yard 
TD to start the fourth 
quarter, it was a thing of 
beauty.

“That’s just Isaac,” 
DiPonio said. “He’s got 
the ability to make big 
plays when you need 
them the most. It’s great.”
OT MENTALITY

Despite giving up a 
late score in regulation,

the Patriots were pre­
pared for the OT.

After Franklin scored 
to go up 35-28, they held 
Western’s Jackson to a 
2-yard gain followed by a 
sack of Johnson, who then 
threw two incomplete 
passes to end the game.

“You’ve got to stay 
positive,” DiPonio said. “I 
love this team, because 
they have that never-say- 
die mentality. We always 
go out and we’re scrappy. 
Doubt us ... because we’ll 
bite you in the butt.”

Western’s defense, 
meanwhile, got caught out 
of position on the Sim­
mons TD run.

“They hit the edge on 
that buck sweep and we 
didn’t play it the way we 
played it the whole 
game,” Zdebski said. 
“(Simmons) made a good 
run. He’s a fast kid of 
theirs. We figured he’d 
end up getting the ball 
because (Moore) was out 
in the overtime period.”
WESTERN'S RUN ENDS

After making the state 
finals last year before 
losing to Detroit King, the 
state-ranked Warriors’ 
season came to a close in 
the opening round.

C.J. Brown had a 42- 
yard pick-six in the sec­
ond quarter to give West­
ern a 14-6 lead and Mal- 
comb Baker added a 62- 
yard TD run, also in the 
second.

The Warriors went up 
21-13 at halftime when 
Johnson hit Justin Thom­
as on a 53-yard TD pass 
with only 37 seconds left.

But it wasn’t enough.
“We had momentum at 

times and a couple of 
untimely penalties,” 
Zdebski siad. “The kids 
played hard. The coaches 
coached hard and (Frank­
lin) were the better team 
tonight.”
NEXT ROUND

The Patriots will face 
Churchill, which won an 
earlier season meeting, 
24-10, a game that Moore 
did not play in.

Game time will be at 7 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 3 at 
Churchill.

“I know we shocked 
the state and I know it’s 
going to be a fun week of 
practice playing our 
crosstown rivals,” Jacob 
Kelbert said.

bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @BradEmons1

SHAMROCKS
Continued from Page B1

made three saves to 
keep the Wildcats (16- 
5-3) off the board.

“(Plymouth) came 
out pretty well, but we 
ended up dominating 
the first half,” CC 
coach Gene Pulice said. 
“And then they really 
came out strong the 
second half. And they 
played well. They 
came back and they 
scored three goals. 
Their coach had them 
reorganized. We came 
out and I think we had 
never experienced 
that.”

Plymouth’s Evan Bowser (left) heads the ball in front of CC's Ryan Pierson. Michael vasilnek

After the two teams 
changed sides at half­
time, the script then 
flipped as Plymouth 
roared back on three 
unanswered goals by 
Tommy Sullivan, Bennett 
Brooks (penalty kick) 
and Alex Bowser.

“I think we kind of 
said, ‘Hey, it’s over, we 
arrived,”’ Pulice said of 
his team’s 4-0 halftime 
advantage. “(Plymouth) 
scored one goal, got a PK 
and they were back in it. 
The last 20 minutes, we 
kind of got our organiza­
tion back. And then we 
managed the last 20 min­
utes pretty well.”

Plymouth’s third goal 
came with 22 minutes 
left, but CC goalkeeper

Andrew Nicholsen with­
stood the rally with four 
saves in the second half.

“We kind of had a 
20-minute breakdown,” 
Pulice said, “but (Nich­
olsen) had to make some 
good saves and then were 
some where you had a 
guy slip here or a guy 
slip there.”

The Shamrocks ad­
vance to the state semi­
final scheduled for 
Wednesday, to face East 
Kentwood (19-4).

“Just happy to get 
through it at this point,” 
Pulice said.

bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @BradEmonsl
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BOYS CROSS COUNTRY MEN'S SOCCER

Leaders of Plymouth 
pack not to be denied

Schoolcraft one 
win from nationals

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - 

MICHIGAN

Some might say being 
a championship cross 
country team requires 
supreme mental focus, to 
deal with all kinds of 
adversity.

There might be rain, 
brisk wind in a runner’s 
face, a muddy course to 
navigate. And, of course, 
there are elite opponents 
to deal with each time out.

But sophomore Carter 
Solomon, senior Ethan 
Byrnes and the rest of 
Plymouth’s varsity boys 
cross country team neatly 
scaled any potential pit- 
falls Saturday in winning 
the Division 1 regional 
championship at Willow 
Metropark in New Bos­
ton.

With 21 points and six 
runners in the top nine — 
spearheaded by second 
and third finishers Solo­
mon and Byrnes — the 
Wildcats roiled to then- 
first regional title. They 
will now compete Sat­
urday, Nov. 4, at Michigan 
International Speedway 
in Brooklyn in a bid for a 
state championship.

Outstanding team 
depth was crucial to the 
regional victory, with 
Solomon’s 15:29.2 not far 
behind the pace set by 
medalist Gabriel Mudel 
of Novi (15:21.6).

PREP CROSS COUNTRY

Eagles boys, girls teams soar into Division 4 finals
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK — 

MICHIGAN

Plymouth Christian 
Academy is flying into 
the Division 4 cross coun­
try state finals.

Both PCA’s boys and 
girls teams earned state 
qualifying berths thanks 
to Saturday’s showing at 
the D4 regional held at 
Jackson’s Ella Sharp 
Park. Rod Windle is 
coach of both teams.

Sparking the Eagles to 
second place overall in 
the boys race with 76 
points was junior Luke 
Pohl, medalist with his 
time of 16:36.50 and 
ranked as the No. 4 D4 
runner in the state. In 
fourth place was senior 
Seth Windle (17:07.90).

Other PCA finishers 
were Hunter Torolski 
(21st, 18:27.4), Quinn 
McLaren (24th, 18:39.8), 
Nathan Sutrick (26th, 
18:41.4), Eric Moore 
(33rd, 19:05.5) and Caleb 
Godin (54th, 20:22.9).

Pottersville won the 
boys regional with 47

Three of Plymouth's top finishers at regionals were (from left) Brandon Boyd, Ethan Byrnes and 
Carter Solomon, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

“Our coach (Jon Mi- 
kosz) tells us not to ex­
pect anything in any race 
in the sense that anything 
can happen,” said Byrnes, 
who finished third 
(15:55.5). “And that’s what 
we did. We went in and 
ran like it was our last 
race.”

Also part of the Ply­
mouth juggernaut were 
freshman Patrick Byrnes 
(Ethan’s brother), in 
fourth place with a time 
of 16:02.6; junior Jarrett 
Warner (fifth, 16:09.0); 
junior Brandon Boyd 
(seventh, 16:12.2) and 
freshman Tyler Mussen

Plymouth Christian Academy cross country qualified for the Division 4 finals, submitted photo

£5**4-

points; taking first on the 
girls side was Lansing 
Christian (35 points).

PCA’s girls team qual­
ified with a third-place 
tally of 75 points.

For the Lady Eagles, 
junior Sienna Ruiter 
placed sixth with a time 
of 21:11.

Other finishers were 
Emily Cameron (10th,

(ninth, 16:18.1).
“Jarrett ran his heart 

out and got fifth place, 
getting us those needed 
points,” Byrnes added.

Plymouth won with 
room to spare, well in 
front of other team state 
qualifiers Novi (81) and 
Salem (98). But Solomon 
emphasized the race 
wasn’t exactly a cake­
walk.

“Surprisingly, the 
course was dry given the 
rain the previous night,” 
Solomon said. “The wind 
was very strong, which 
made racing more diffi­
cult.”

21:30.8), Nicole Reinhart 
(11th, 21:38.9), Sarah 
Reinhart (20th, 22:19.8), 
Isabel Mossel (28th, 
24:50.6), Joy Chamber- 
lain (31st, 25:21.3) and 
Eva Warmbier (32nd, 
25:21.7).

The top 15 finishers in 
each of the boys and girls 
races earned all-region 
honors.

Meanwhile, Solomon 
pointed to the Coaching 
Legends Invitational in 
September as a turning 
point in the team’s season.

“We just came off a 
loss to Ann Arbor Pioneer 
at Holly, but bounced 
back the next invitational 
(Coaching Legends) by 
having six of our top 
seven run their fastest 
times,” Solomon said. 
“That was a good indica­
tion of what our team is 
capable of.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

State finals is Sat­
urday, No. 4, at Michigan 
International Speedway 
in Brooklyn. The girls 
will race at 9:30 a.m., 
with the boys racing at 
10:50 a.m.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Ancilla College knew 
last year what it tasted 
like to make it to the 
final four championship 
“buffet,” but there was 
no way Schoolcraft 
College was going to 
lose the 2017 invitation.

On Sunday afternoon 
at Schoolcraft, the Oce­
lots defeated Ancilla,
3-0, to remain undefeat­
ed and win the 2017 
NJCAA Region XII 
men’s soccer champi­
onship.

All that remains for 
coach Rick Larson’s 
team to reach the 
NJCAA nationals in 
Prescott, Ariz., is a vic­
tory Saturday, Nov. 4, at 
Schoolcraft in the dis­
trict championship 
match-up against a 
to-be-decided opponent.

“That team (Char­
gers) went to the final 
four last year, so it’s 
tough to end their run," 
Larson said. “Maybe 
they thought that they 
were going to go to 
nationals and make a 
deep run again.

“But they went to 
nationals for a cup of 
coffee. We have dinner 
and we do all kinds of 
things at nationals. This 
year, we’re really look­
ing to make a deep run.”

Putting a damper on 
Sunday’s win, however, 
was an on-field skirmish 
that broke out at the 
horn. An Ancilla player 
was fragrantly fouled 
by a Schoolcraft player 
(Aldi Mehmetaj) and 
several punches were 
subsequently thrown as 
the incident escalated. 
Mehmetaj was assessed 
a red card and Larson 
said he likely will miss 
the district title game.

Emotions run high

“It’s really a shame 
that it ends that way,” 
Larson said. “But at this 
level, when people’s 
careers are ending in an 
elimination game, un­
fortunately, we’ve seen 
it before.”

Schoolcraft broke out 
to a 2-0 halftime lead 
and battened down the 
hatches for the final 45 
minutes, with freshman 
goalkeeper Juan Gomez 
and his defense throw­
ing up an impenetrable 
wall.

“We were really 
stingy in front of our 
own goal,” Larson said. 
“Yeah, Juan is a fantas­
tic goalkeeper, but we 
have an excellent back 
line. Our team is very 
deep and they we’re 
really coachable. Our 
game plan was carried 
out.”

Getting Schoolcraft 
off to an all-important 
1-0 lead was sophomore 
forward David Tetaj, a

former prep player at 
Farmington Hills Harri­
son.

“It was a play through 
from our right back (Ei- 
mil Hennes), from, like, 
half the field and I scored 
a header,” Tetaj said. 
“When you score the first, 
you have more opportuni­
ties and everything. You 
open the field.”

Before intermission, 
the Ocelots doubled their 
lead when freshman for­
ward Michael Machila 
(West Bloomfield) found 
the back of the Ancilla 
goal.

“David Tetaj is fantas­
tic, he was a big reason 
we went to nationals (in 
2015),” Larson said.
“We’re just really happj' 
he was able to come back 
this year. He’s an explo­
sive player, he’s exciting 
to watch. He’s fun when 
he gets on the ball.”

They're all in
Tournament MVP was 

sophomore midfielder 
Hakeem Sadler, who hails 
from Jamaica.

“We communicated as 
a team and I think that 
was the thing that made 
us be successful,” Sadler 
said. “It is my first year at 
Schoolcraft, but I had two 
years at Owens Communi­
ty College until they can­
celed the program.”

Sadler said he and his 
teammates are going to 
savor the regional cham­
pionship and then get 
ready for the next chal­
lenge: “We’re going for 
the win, definitely. We’re 
all in.”

“Hakeem’s come a long 
way... he’s turned the 
comer in terms of leading 
this team,” Larson said. 
“You saw in the cele­
bration when he was 
named tournament MVP, 
you just know that every­
body really respects what 
he brings to the table.

“The expectations of 
him are extremely high. 
He met those expecta­
tions and exceeded them.”

Other all-tourney play­
ers from Schoolcraft 
included Tetaj, Gomez 
and forward August 
Hunter.

Schoolcraft players 
from area schools include 
Jordan Whitt (Livonia 
Franklin), Alex Spratte 
(Plymouth), Nyle Ellis 
(Westland John Glenn), 
Tetaj, Mehmetaj and 
Hennes (Harrison).

Meanwhile, Larson 
said winning the regional 
title on Schoolcraft’s 
home field was like a 
dream come true.

‘Tor me, it’s a 12-year 
wait, to be on our campus 
for regionals,” Larson 
said, speaking with the 
new St. Joe’s Sports Dome 
as a backdrop. “And I 
couldn’t be more pleased 
with the way that the guys 
performed.”

tsmith@hometownlife. com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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The Wildcats will go 
after their first state 
championship at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4, at Mich­
igan International Speed­
way in Brooklyn.

“We came in knowing 
we had opportunities to 
do it,” said Mikosz, who 
got emotional about his 
team’s success this sea­
son. “Our goal has been 
the same goal as it’s been 
all season, so we’re right 
there. It’s awesome. It’s 
going to be exciting. We 
know what we need to do 
after today. We’ll see. It’s 
going to be good.”

Here are some other 
takeaways:
MUDEL STANDS ALONE

The Novi senior held 
off all challengers to 
capture his first regional 
title after finishing sec­

ond last year in 15:54.4.
“It was a crazy race. I 

think the fastest I had 
gone out until today was, 
like, 10:02 and today the 
two-mile split was, like, 
9:45, so it was a very 
different race, definitely 
very fast,” Mudel said. 
“Carter (Solomon) from 
Plymouth led the way for 
the first mile. It was pret­
ty helpful, because I 
usually lead most of the 
time. It was nice.”

Mudel was almost 33 
seconds faster than a 
year ago.

“The challenge of this 
course is the uphill you 
run on twice,” he said. 
“That’s where the sep­
aration occurs, I think, 
but if you play it the right 
way, I really think you 
can use it to your ad­
vantage.”

Mudel is committed to 
run at the University of 
Michigan next year after 
considering Michigan 
State and MIT.

“Michigan just seemed 
like the best fit,” he said. 
“Just the balance Michi­
gan has because it’s a 
great academic school 
and great program for 
running. I have a few 
friends from the state 
going there. I’m going to 
room with Nick Trevisan 
from Farmington. It’s 
just a lot of things that 
excited me about it.”
NOVI EARNS SPOT

The Wildcats, under 
first-year coach Brad 
Moore, earned their 
fourth straight state fi­
nals trip, thanks to the 
first-place finish of Mu­
del.

Novi’s other four other 
scorers were sophomore 
Matt Whyte, 13th 
(16:29.5); junior Trey 
Mullins, 15th (16:35.2); 
senior Nate Wood, 16th 
(16:41.0); junior Prateek 
Bhola, 36th (16:59.6).

“This is a big day for 
us and we ran our best on

a big day,” Moore said. 
“We’re excited about how 
it went. We could have 
been easily fifth or sixth 
and run really well. We 
ran great today and that’s 
the main thing.”

Wood’s time was a 
season best.

“The way he’s been 
practicing and the day he 
had, it didn’t surprise us a 
lot,” Moore said. “You 
never know until you see 
it, but Nate ran really 
well.”
SALEM GETS THROUGH

The Rocks earned 
their first state finals 
berth since 2012 as senior 
Ryan Exell led the way in 
eighth with a time of 
16:14.1, followed by senior 
Andrew Beyer (17th, 
16:42.7), junior Christo 
Jeffers (18th, 16:43.1), 
senior Nolan Teodori 
(16:52.2) and junior Shane 
McKimmy (16:52.5).

Four of Salem’s to six 
ran lifetime bests and the

Rocks were able to get 
through despite their No. 
2 runner, Luke Haran, a 
junior, suffering a crazy 
mishap just prior to the 
start when he stepped on 
a stick.

“It went through his 
shoe and into his foot,” 
Salem coach Steve Aspi- 
nall said. “And I don’t 
think anybody realized 
how bad it was until after­
ward. He gutted it out.
He ran 17:10-ish, took 
seventh and gave it ev­
erything he possibly 
could. He spent the better 
part of yesterday at ur­
gent care at Mott’s (Chil­
dren’s Hospital) looking 
at his foot. It was infected 
and the infection was 
spreading. But thankful­
ly, he’s OK and he was 
sent home. But it’s un­
likely he’ll be competing 
next weekend, because 
he’s not able to walk right 
now and it’s in pretty bad 
shape.”

ADDITONAL QUALIFIERS
Among those runners 

also headed to the state 
finals as individual quali­
fiers who finished top 15 
at the regional are sopho­
more Luke Perelli (De­
troit CC), sixth, 16:09.5; 
senior Owen Rowader 
(Stevenson), 10th, 16:26.6; 
and Ben Griffith (Steven­
son), 12th, 16:29.1.

Other area runners in 
the top 25 were Brendan 
McCoy (Churchill), 19th, 
16:44.1; Alexander Dugas 
(Detroit CC), 20th,
16:45.0; Grant Rudd 
(Franklin), 21st, 16:45.8; 
Eric Pensari (Churchill), 
22nd, 16:46.1; Shane Beers 
(Stevenson), 23rd, 16:46.5; 
Mitchel Horn (Detroit 
CC), 24th, 16:48.0; and 
Daniel Jimenez (Canton), 
25th, 16:48.3.

bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @BradEmons1
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GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

Northville dominates regional field

Barrott

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

The future is now and 
the future looks bright 
once again for the North­
ville girls cross country 
team.

The Mustangs, featur­
ing six underclassmen 

and only 
one senior, 
gave notice 
Saturday at 
Willow 
Metropark 
in New 
Boston that 
they could

be the team to beat in 
this weekend’s MHSAA 
Division 1 state finals 
after winning their 
eighth straight regional 
championship.

Northville ran away 
with the title with 24 
points, while runner-up 
Salem (84) and third- 
place Berkley (116) also 
earned automatic qual­
ifying spots to Michigan 
International Speedway 
on Saturday, Nov. 4, in 
Brooklyn.

The Mustangs’ lone 
senior, Ana Barrott, ma­
neuvered around the 
challenging 5,000-meter 
Chestnut Grove course in 
windy and brisk condi­
tions to take first place in 
18 minutes, 14.5 seconds.

“I felt good, but it was 
cold, but it’s not like it’s 
something we’re not used 
to,” said Barrott, who 
recently committed to 
Indiana University. “We

The Northville girls cross country team won the Division 1 
regional for the eighth straight year at Willow Metropark.
BRAD EMONS

live in Michigan, so we 
run in this weather all 
the time. Coach (Nancy 
Smith) told us to get out 
from the start, to get out 
the way and not trip, so 
we all did that. We got 
out strong. We stayed 
together, a lot of us 
packed in together, so it 
was pretty crucial and 
then we ended up win­
ning, so that was awe­
some.”

Right behind Barrott 
was freshman Yasmine 
Yansi (18:18.4), who has 
been strong all season 
long.

“I don’t think she 
knows how good she is or 
how good she’s going to 
be,” Barrott said of her 
ninth-grade teammate. 
“Really one of the most 
talented runners that I’ve 
trained with. She’s really 
great and I think she’s

really going to be a great 
runner.”

Meanwhile, third- 
place finisher Nicole 
Cybul (18:37.7) is now 
back in form after suf­
fering through a foot 
injury, which kept her 
out until the KLAA meet 
only a week earlier.

“She was in my top 
five last year, so having 
her back is a huge, huge 
plus for us,” Northville 
coach Nancy Smith said.

Northville’s other two 
scorers were freshman 
Emily Gordon (eighth, 
19:03.2) and junior Olivia 
Harp (10th, 19:10.2). 
Freshman Keira Court­
ney (19:12.4) and sopho­
more Olivia Masse 
(19:14.5) also impressed 
by placing 12th and 14th, 
respectively.

“Very pleased,” Smith 
said. “Our goal was to get

all seven in the top 15. 
And for my six and seven 
runners to get a P.R.... 
both of those girls 
stepped up. It’s a huge, 
huge improvement by 
the girls today.”

Could this be shades 
of 2013, when Smith’s 
team won the coveted 
Division 1 state title?

Second-ranked North­
ville appears to have all 
the pieces be in place, as 
it will be challenged by 
No. 1 Ann Arbor Pioneer 
and No. 3 Troy.

“Three of them have 
run at the state meet 
before - Nicole (Cybul), 
Olivia (Harp) and Ana 
(Barrott),” Smith said. 
“The other five have not. 
I think being inexperi­
enced ... they don’t know 
what they’re looking for, 
so I think that will help 
them because they don’t 
know what to predict. 
And my leaders, Olivia, 
Ana and Nicole, can 
guide them through 
hopefully and we can 
possibly bring home 
another state title. That’s 
our goal.”

Salem was led senior 
Shea Wilson (ninth, 
19:09.7) and freshman 
Reagan Justice (13th, 
19:13.9).

“Shea Wilson finally 
bounced back,” Salem 
coach Dave Gerlach said. 
“She’s been struggling 
with ankle injuries as 
well as some other health 
issues, but really stepped 
up to lead our team right

around 19:10. Reagan 
Justice ran terrific. She’s 
been one of our top kids 
all year long and a true 
leader as a freshman.”

Salem’s other three 
scorers included junior 
Bridget Nelson (18th, 
19:36.3), freshman Olivia 
Millen (20th, 19:41.1) and 
junior Hallie Younglas 
(24th, 19:50.2).

“I thought we ran 
great,” Gerlach said. “It 
truly is, trying to get to 
the state finals, a team 
race. Overcoming a 
tough start... we had a 
team coming from our 
left that cut us off and so 
our girls had to battle 
through the first half 
mile just to get back up 
to position. Happy the 
way they came through 
the mile and they really 
battled the second half of 
the race.”

It will be Salem’s sixth 
straight year headed to 
the team finals at MIS.

“Very proud, very 
excited,” Gerlach said. 
“To go up against a team 
like Northville that is 
ranked second in Divi­
sion 1 right now ... obvi­
ously, they’re untouch­
able. But to go out here 
and get to go to the state 
finals is great for our 
program again.”

Rounding out the re­
gional field were Ply­
mouth (125), Ann Arbor 
Huron (176), Livonia 
Franklin (181), Livonia 
Stevenson (196), Novi 
(205), Canton (215), Livo­

nia Churchill (215), Oak 
Park (235), Garden City 
(317), Detroit Renais­
sance (388) and Detroit 
King (434).

Other individual area 
state qualifiers (top 15) 
included junior Kather­
ine Ray (Novi), fourth 
(personal best 18:43.3); 
senior Erin Seibert 
(Franklin), sixth (19:00.8); 
senior Gabrielle Swider 
(Churchill), seventh 
(19:01.4); freshman Lon- 
dyn Swenson (Plymouth), 
15th (19:16.0).

Other area top 25 
finishers were Arwa 
Hararwala (Plymouth), 
16th (19:23.2); Anna Na- 
gelhout (Canton), 19th 
(19:36.8); and Cassie 
McDougall (Stevenson), 
23rd (19:46.6).

But the day belonged 
individually to Barrott, 
who repeated as regional 
champion.

She’ll be headed next 
year to IU where she’ll 
join her older sister 
Lexa, who is the Hoo­
siers’ fifth runner and 
will be competing in the 
Big Ten Championships 
this weekend.

The Northville senior 
said her decision to head 
to Bloomington next fall 
was made easy.

“I knew and when I 
went on my visit I abso­
lutely loved it,” she said. 
“And soon as I got back I 
knew.”

bemons@hometownlife.com 
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COLLEGE WRESTLING USA HOCKEY

Catholic Central gymnasium to host 

Michigan-Arizona State dual meet

Hughes, Caufield key torrid start for Team USA

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Area wrestling followers will 
be in for a quite treat Friday, Nov. 
10, when Novi Detroit Catholic 
Central High School will open its 
doors and host two of the NCAA’s 
top 10 wrestling programs as No.
3 Michigan opens its dual meet 
season against No. 6 Arizona 
State.

Not only will fans see several 
former area high school stand­
outs on the mat that night, but the 
event is free to the public.

Michigan coach Joe McFar­
land’s team features three former 
Shamrocks grapplers in NCAA 
All-Americans Myles Amine and 
Kevin Beazley, along with Malik 
Amine.

Entering his 19th season, 
McFarland reached out over the 
summer to have CC host the 
event.

“What an opportunity for us,” 
CC coach Mitch Hancock said. 
“And just the ability to showcase 
wrestling at its highest level at a 
high school is incredible. Not 
many high schools get that oppor­
tunity. We jumped on it and ac­
cepted and we’re only 15 days 
away from go time.”

Myles Amine (174 pounds), a 
junior, is coming off a stellar 
2016-17 season, as he went 32-7 
and placed third the Big Ten 
Championships and fourth the 
NCAA Tournament.

Beazley (197), is a fifth-year 
graduate transfer from Old Do­
minion University, where he 
graduated with a degree in sports 
management. The red-shirt sen­
ior is a two-time NCAA qualifier 
who is 103-52 during his career.
He placed eighth in last year’s 
NCAA finals.

Malik Amine (149), a red-shirt 
junior, finished 11-5 last year and

, is 28-7 during his career, while 
cousin Jordan Amine (157), a 
red-shirt senior from Brighton 
High, is 20-20 during his career 
with the Wolverines.

"Obviously, with the possibility 
of having three Shamrocks in that 
lineup on that night is incredible,” 
Hancock said. “Very few pro­
grams will ever send a wrestler 
to a Division I university. And to 
have three individuals at the 
same university competing on the 
same night on the same team is 
very rare. So it compliments, 
obviously, their athleticism, their 
work ethic and just their ability to 
perform at a high level.”

Meanwhile, Canton grad Alec 
Pantaleo (149-157) took a red-shirt 
season in 2016-17 and finished

Myles Beazley Pantaleo 
Amine

fifth in last spring’s 
U.S. Open. He returns to the U-M 
lineup sporting a 49-17 career 
record.

Pantaleo was an NCAA qualifi­
er as a freshman in 2015 and took 
fourth in the Big Ten, followed by 
a sixth-place finish at the 2016 
NCAA finals after placing third in 
the conference. And yet another 
local product on U-M’s roster is 
red-shirt sophomore Mike Volya- 
nuk (125) from Farmington Hills 
Harrison.

“Then you throw guys like 
Pantaleo in there,” Hancock said. 
“He wrestled in our gym on many 
of occasions, along with a guy like 
Adam Coon (heavyweight) from 
Fowlerville, who wrestled at the 
CC Invitational. He won that 
three times. So just so many story 
lines ... it’s pretty cool. All those 
guys have performed in our gym 
many times, so it should be pretty 
regular for them, pretty business 
as usual for them.”

Meanwhile, it will be a home­
coming for ASU head coach and 
Ann Arbor native Zeke Jones, a 
three-time Sun Devils All-Amer­
ican who went on to earn a free­
style silver medal at the 1992 
Barcelona Summer Olympic 
Games. Jones was also the 2004 
U.S. Olympic freestyle team head 
coach.

Like Michigan, the Sun Devils 
feature a highly talented lineup, 
led by Zaid Valencia (174), who 
earned a silver medal in freestyle 
this summer at the World Junior 
Championships following a 38-1 
season and a third-place NCAA 
finish in 2016-17.

Zaid Valenicia is ranked No. 3 
preseason by TrackWrestling- 
.com, while his brother Anthony 
(165) is No. 7.

In addition to the Valencia 
brothers, heavyweight Tanner 
Hall is third-ranked coming off a 
■third-place finish in the NCAA 
finals. Other top-ranked wres­
tlers for ASU include Josh Maru- 
ca (149), No. 3; Josh Shields (157), 
No. 19 and Ryan Millholf (125),
No. 6.

“We going to promote it hard 
and make it into an entertaining 
night,” Hancock said.

bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @BradEmons1
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The bubble had to burst 
eventually for the dynamic 
USA Hockey National Team 
Development Program U-17 
team.

Despite two more goals 
by right wing Cole Caufield 
(who has 13 for the season) 
and a goal and two assists by 
center Jack Hughes, the 
younger U.S. development 
squad lost Saturday to Cedar 
Rapids, 4-3. The defeat at 
USA Hockey Arena in Ply­
mouth was the first blemish 
on the team’s record after 
starting with eight victories 
in a row.

The team (8-1-0-0) will 
now travel to British Colum­
bia, Canada, for the World 
Under-17 Challenge, set for 
Nov. 3-12.

“Normally, it’s very diffi­
cult for the U-17 team to 
have any bit of success 
against United States Hock­
ey League teams,” coach 
John Wroblewski said. “So 
it’s been an interesting ride 
with these guys in this first 
month and a half to kind of 
see a team that can play and 
compete in that league.

“It’s such a difficult 
league. But I think tonight 
we got a little dose of what 
we’re going to be seeing 
from here on out. Some of 
those teams take a little time 
to jell.”

The U.S. came within a 
whisker of at least forcing 
overtime Saturday. The 
team outshot Cedar Rapids 
18-4 in the third period and 
on a furious power play 
missed a couple of wide- 
open one-timers or were 
denied by goalie Blake Pieti- 
la (35 saves).

“As sure-handed as some 
of these guys are, late in the 
game we got to make sure 
we’re converting when we 
have those opportunities,” 
Wroblewski said. “I thought 
they were there. Hughes 
was unbelievable again to­
night and(Caufield) was 
solid. But we could have 
really used that one at the 
end.”

Although the U-17 squad 
did not bank the two points 
for the first time this season, 
fans once again were enter­
tained by a team that moves 
in relentless unison on the 
ice. And Hughes and Cau­
field are two of the key ca­
talysts for the early season

Cole Caufield has had plenty to 
smile about so far this season for 
the U-17 team.
RENA LAVERTY | USA HOCKEY

success.
“Their day-to-day ap­

proach is unbelievable,” 
Wroblewski said. “They : 
already carry themselves 
like pros in regard to their 
work ethic and their demand 
for excellence.”

More than ready
Both Hughes and Cau­

field said it is exciting to be 
part of a team that is off to 
such an excellent start.

“It’s really exciting, 
knowing we have a good 
team,” said the 5-foor-10 
Hughes, whose older broth­
er Quinn formerly played 
defense for the NTDP and is 
now at Michigan. “Every 
game’s something to look 
forward to because we know 
we have a really good 
chance of winning.

“Me and Cole got it going 
right now a little bit. He 
scores and I pass. It’s 
worked out well right now.”

According to Caufield, 
playing on a line with 
Hughes is “awesome, with 
him you get the best. He 
does most of the work and I 
just sit there and try to fin­
ish. He’s a great player and 
I’m just lucky to play with 
him.”

Wroblewski, however, 
said the two players do not 
permanently play on the 
same line. He rotates his 13 
forwards so that each can 
become interchangeable 
parts.

“It’s a beautiful thing 
about the program,” he said. 
“Guys have to find ways to 
manufacture within a team 
structure. Everybody trying 
to play a similar style, ev­
erybody on the quest to be 
the best they can possibly be 
and putting different guys in 
different spots for opportu­
nities.”

Not afraid to work
The 16-year-olds are still 

growing into their bodies

and into their roles. To that 
end, they are not concerned 
that other USHL teams fea­
ture players who are older, 
bigger and stronger.

“I don’t think it will be a 
big problem,” Hughes said. 
“We’re just as skilled as 
these guys and we’re trained 
to be just as strong as them.
I played against older guys 
before and I don’t think it 
will be a problem.”

Hughes added that it 
helped to get a primer on the 
USHL from his brother. 
“He’s supported me so 
much, he’s told me about the 
league, told me how to suc­
ceed in it” he said.

Working hard on and off 
the ice is automatic for both 
players, too.

“I think just the training’s 
very important this year,” 
Caufield said. “Just trying to 
get bigger and stronger with 
the big USHL guys. I think 
it’s just adapting to the new 
game we’re going to play.

“I think we’re all skilled 
and we know what we’re 
going to do out there, but I 
think it’s just the strong 
muscle you got to have to 
compete with the other 
teams.

“To be honest with you, 
the work is what makes the 
skill work. It’s more fun 
when you’re working hard. 
The skill comes with hard 
work. And the more you 
work hard in practice the 
more it’s going to pay off in 
a game.”

And through nine games, 
at least, that is an under­
statement. Both players are 
among the top 10 in the 
USHL in points with 16 each 
(Caufield, 13-3-16; Hughes, 
5-11-16).

U-18 TEAM 3, CEDAR 
RAPIDS 2: On Friday at USA 
Hockey Arena in Plymouth, 
the National Team Devel­
opment Program U-18 
T\team broke out to a 3-0 
lead in the first period and 
hung on for the USHL vic­
tory.

Scoring for the U.S. were 
Jonathan Gruden (Roches­
ter), Mattias Samuelsson 
and Oliver Wahlstrom. Gru­
den also had two assists, 
while Samuelsson and Wahl­
strom each collected one 
helper.

U.S. goalie Drew DeRid- 
der (Fenton) made 20 saves 
for the win.

tsmith@hometowniife. com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

T ■4
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Turn here for your next vehicle I Auctions, pets, services & stuff

the job network
love the house. Know the neighborhood.

Deadlines: Thursday at 4pm for Sunday 
Monday at 4pm for Thursday

classifieds, hometownlife.com

All advertising published in Hometownlife/O&E Media newspapers is subject to the conditions stated in the applicable rate card(s). Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met­
ropolitan Pkwy, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312, or call 800-579-7355. • The Newspaper reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel 
and ad at any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. • Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final 
acceptance of the advertiser's order. • Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time it appears & reporting any errors immediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement 
is ordered, only the first incorrect insertion will be credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of 
an order. Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states that it is illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination." 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the 
nation. We encourage & support an affirmative advertising & marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color, religion or national origin.

Professional

Service

all your needs..

* Careers

Jobs

new beginnings..

* Lots/Acreage/
Farm Land for Sale

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

Painting General

Painting By Robert •Wallpaper Re­
moval ‘Interior ‘Exterior ‘Plaster/ 
Drywall Repair ‘Staining. 40 yrs exp 
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

CATERING/BANQUET SERVERS

Great Buys

Garage Sales
neighborly deals...

Estate Sales

Dining Services Management Com­
pany has immediate openings for 
part-time Catering Servers at a 
Detroit Seminary. Banquet serving 
experience a plus. Must be able to 
work some evenings and weekends. 
Friendly, energetic, customer serv­
ices oriented individuals need only 
to apply.

Please send resume to: 
sales@ovationsdiningservices.com.

PLYMOUTH- Sat Nov 4th. 10-4pm. 
11447 Morgan (48170) . Estate Sale. 
Antique & vintage items. 1840's 5 pc 
settee & chairs, vintage furniture, 
couches, tables 8< more. All good cond

OVATIONS

Westland- 38549 Sycamore (off Ann 
Arbor Rd. & Hicks) Follow Green 
Sign. Fri 11/3 & Sat 11/4; 9am-4pm. 
Furniture, Fine women's clothing,

Christmas items, tools & much more!

Courier: Dependable transportation, 
no weekends, no nights. Call and ask 

for Mark 810-662-6464

w,

northern Michigan

LAND
KALKASKA COUNTY

Spectacular property with 20 mile 
view over the Boardman River 

Valley. Borders over 100,000 acres 
of State Forest with EXCELLENT 

HUNTING and direct access to
ORV/SNOWMOBILE TRAILS! 
Private maintained road with 

electric, cable TV / high speed 
Internet. Cleared site, ready to

camp or build. RV's and storage 
buildings permitted. Great location 

off US 131, just 5 miles south of 
downtown Kalkaska, 30 min to

Traverse City! 5 acres to 8 acres 
$49,900-$84,900. Financing available! 

Starting at $5,000 down 
$450 per month.

Garage-Tag Sale

Multi-Family 
Yard Sale

Livonia, 34576 Fairfax, Fri 11/3 & Sat 
11/4, 8-4, Looking for Christmas 

Presents,Ten Family, lots of kids & 
adult clothes& shoes, Formal wear, 
turn., Multi baby items, tropical 
plants, 6ports memorabilia, wheel 
chair, HH items, shredder, outdoor

pool table & turn., & MORE!

Adopt Me

Pets
find a new friend

Domestic Pets

wkqrwbiTeI

Labradoodles Puppies, $1500, Blacks
I Creams, Awesome Second Genera­
tion (F2) Labradoodles. Parents are 
health tested, 0FA certified. CKC 
registered. Puppies will be ready 
Nov. 6 for their new homes. 
(586)255-1661 ilorrie85@yahoo.com

Assorted
□tems

all kinds of things...

Musical Instruments

Lowrey Royale Model SU/500:
7 channel sound system, preset 

button, elegant cabinet & bench. 
Call 248-344-0236

Wanted to Buy

WANTED OLDER MOTORCYCLES , 
Used ATV's Snowmobiles Boats & 
Motors Running & Non, (810)775-9771

Experienced Groomer/will train. 
Dog bather. 4000 N Lilley Canton, Ml 

48187 734-844-8280

Healthcare-Dental

Medical Front Office Staff wanted, in 
Canton EMR experienced preferred. 
Please send Resume to:
V_PANDIARAJAN@YAHOO.COM

Transportation

DRIVER NEEDED - CDL & passen­
ger endorsement M-F, Canton - Troy 
248-685-1518 hillsidelimo@aol.com

Real Estate

Homes <

starting fresh...

Condo/Town/Duplex

IMMACULATE
Canton Condo, Walk to Downtown 
Plymouth from Former Builder's 3 
B/R Model, First Floor Master 
B/R., LR, DR, Loft and Study, 2152 
sq. ft. , $324,900. Clients First Real­
tors, 44205 Ford Rd, Canton 48187 
Assoc. Broker Cell(734)718-8333

Find your 
new job 
HERE!

The Metro Detroit Vegan Diners Meetup is hosting their annual ThanksLiving 
Potluck Dinner. It will be held in Auburn Hills on Sunday, November 19 at 2pm.

Everyone is welcome! No need to be vegan to attend this free event. Enjoy a 
delicious buffet of plant-based foods. Seitan "turkey", coffee, tea and door 

prizes will be provided. There will be a brief presentation by Hope Bohanec, 
Projects Manager for United Poultry Concerns and author of, The Ultimate 

Betrayal: Is There Happy Meat? Bring your family and friends and meet others 
who are making changes to a healthier and more compassionate lifestyle.

Every guest is asked to bring a dish prepared without any animal products or a 
$10.00 donation in lieu of. If you aren't sure of what food you want to bring, 

we'll give you lots of suggestions when you RSVP.

Please contact Susan, the organizer, at susankline98@gmail.com to RSVP 
and for more details.

Call 231-633-6449
Or See "Crofton Ridge" 

greatlakesland.net

Real Estate Services

First Time Homebuyer? I'll help you 
find a home, big or small. Call or 
email me anytime. (248)464-3064 
carlmintz@att.net

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage 138560 (734) 707-8877 3.75 0 3.125 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 3.75 0 3.125 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.75 0 3.125 0

Ameripius Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.75 0 3.125 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 3.75 0 3 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 3.875 0.25 3.125 0

Transportation

Wheels

best deal for you.

Auto Parts & Services

H&W Top $$ Cash for junk cars, 
Free towing-7 days, 34yrs 734-223-5581

Vans

Your Source

Legals <
for the latest...

Legal Notices

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ABOUT YOUR SPECTRUM CHAN­
NEL LINEUP

Communities Served: Cities of 
Farmington, Farmington Hills, 
Livonia, Novi; Townships of Novi and 
Redford, Ml.

Effective on or after December 5, 
2017, the following changes will be 
made to your channel lineup:

FXX on channels 153 & 353 will move 
from Digi Tier 1/Premier to Spectrum 
Select/Standard TV.

For a complete channel lineup, visit 
spectrum.com/channels.
To view this notice online, visit 
spectrum.net/programmingnotices.

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD 1-800-579-7355
ADOPTION

AD0FT: Nurturing couple will provide a stable, secure home, full of unconditional love for your 

baby. Expense paid. Call/rext 646-983-1623. Lisa and Brian (MICH)

FOR SALE- MISCELLANEOUS

Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and International 

pharmacy, compare prices and get $25.00 OFF your first prescription! CALL 1-844-358-9925 

Promo Code CDC201725 (MICH)

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (MICH)

HELP WANTED- TRUCK DRIVER

HOME EVERY WEEK! $5000 Sign On Bonus, Dedicated Customer, $65K+ Annually and Excellent 

Benefits Plan! CALL 888-409-6033 www.Drive4Red.com (6 months experience and CDL A 

required). (MICH)

STEEL BUILDINGS

PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS- Free Estimates-Ucensed and insured-2x6 Trusses-45 Year Warranty 

Galvalume Steel-19 Colors-Since 1976-ffl in Michigan-Call Today 1-800-292-0679. (MICH)

Above Information available as of 10/26/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Thursday after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com. 

e All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Naw is the BEST time 
to buy a new car

Best of all, credit is available.

Look to your local dealer to find a 

high quality, fuel efficient vehicle. 

Your dealer knows your market and 
can help you get financing to meet 

your needs. If you need a new car, 

now is the time.

Visit your local dealership 
or cars.com 

to find a car today.
Observer & Eccentric
hometownlife.com MEDIA

Find the right car for you."
A GANNETT COMPANY
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Helping

reach your 
GOAL

WfflWIW PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

\CROSS 49 “Walk on the 95 Writer Nin 7 Lew Wallace 44 “Ellen" actor 83 Forest
1 "All seats Wild Side" 96 Queen, e.g. novel Gross moon where

sold” abbr. singer plays 97 Go inside 8 Like a sneak 45 Upscale Ewoks live
4 Wound a droning 99 Nonviolent 9 NBAer Ming 46 Something 86 Hindu dress

coverer instrument? protest 10 P.O. piece not to be 87 Prefix with
8 Course 52 Get a laugh 100 Novelist Oz 11 Was a guide missed 99-Down

outlines out of 102 “Them There 12 Sporting 47 Fish-on-rice 88 Installed, as
15 Jessica of 54 War unit Eyes” singer spots food carpet

“The Veil” 55 Wet blanket has fun at a 13 Of element 50 Mr. Hyde's 89 Gershon of
19 Really 56 Fast-running bash? #5 other half “Cocktail"

revealing birds 109 Just slightly 14 Popular 51 Kung — 90 Sac in
21 At some 57 Trapped like 110 Brooklyn loc. photo­ chicken anatomy

future time — 111 Assoc. sharing app, 52 Drs.' gp. 91 Wars of
22 Appear as 61 Choir garb 112 La —Tar for short 53 Corn words

though 63 “I Walk the Pits 15 Lay into serving 92 First
23 “Take Me Line" singer 114 Rake prong 16 Make the 56 Custard-filled 93 Georgia

Home trims a 115 “Song Sung first play treats State locale
Tonight" photo? Blue" singer 17 Petalless 58 Musical 95 Feel awful
singer picks 68 Follower of telephones showy flower period that 98 Like firstborn
from the Benedict? someone? 18 Racked up began in the children
menu? 69 Galoot 122 Snacks on 20 Bank claim 1950s 99 Extroverted

25 Drawn-out 71 Art stand 123 Serving to 24 Tall tree 59 Tacks on 100 Wear for grill
drama 72 Aunt, to Juan help 31 Designate 60 Like Russia, masters

26 Tiny parasite 73 IRS hiree 124 Matter of 32 Excited, once 101 Cro- —
27 Pucksters’ 74 “It’s Too little interest informally 62 “Dino” star 103 1930s-'50s

org. Late” singer 125 Crate piece 33 “You crack Mineo bandleader
28 Parasite grumbles? 126 Noteworthy —I” 64 Persist, as Skinnay —

egg 78 Hog lover 127 Attack like a 34 To be, in an injury 104 “Laughing"
29 Big stirs 80 Canadian oil turtle French 65 Gp. advising carnivore
30 “Hot Stuff company 128 Tisane, e.g. 35 Fraternity the president 105 Lead-in to

singer takes 81 Group of two letters 66 out!” Kippur or tov
a pleasure 82 Slushy drink DOWN 36 Wemher — (ballpark cry) 106 Stork cousin
trip? brand 1 Cherry part Braun 67 Fleet vehicle 107 Dadaist Max

38 God of love 84 “—, vidi, vici" 2 Fixed up 37 Bugle tune 70 Piano part 108 Smooth shift
39 Cultural 85 Choir song 3 "You’re 41 Jodie’s role 75 Alley- — 113 Out of port

credo 87 “Let's Stay never too — in “The (court play) 116 Caesar’s 52
40 1967 Dionne Together" learn” Silence of 76 What “je 117 1950s prez

Warwick hit singer 4 Beatified Fr. the Lambs” suis” means 118 Little
41 Small vise checks IDs woman 42 Sun or moon 77 Abbr. after charged bit
45 A Great Lake at the door? 5 Engine part circlers old dates 119 Rearward
46 Sahara viper 91 Day, to Juan 6 Ballet great 43 Moves 79 Author 120 Cellular stuff
48 Vogue thing 94 Entirely Alicia heavily Turgenev 121 Fabric flaw

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at 

QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
8 5 2 7
6 9

2 4
2 1 4 3

1 6
9 3 2 8

4 8
1 9

3 8 6 5

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

S 9 Z 8 6 Z L p G
6 p Z L 9 G 8 z S
L e 8 Z s p 9 z 6
8 z L z e s 6 9 p
p s 6 9 z L G 8 z
9 z e 6 p 8 S L z
e 8 s p z 9 Z 6 L
G L p s 8 6 Z G 9
z 6 9 e L Z p S 8

SPOOKTACULAR WORD SEARCH

Whether you want to 
get fit or 

get organized — 
save money doing it 

with
an O&E Media 
classified ad!

Our classifieds 
WORKOUT!
Observer & Eccentric
hometownlife.com JVTKDTA 

A GANNETT COMPANY

00-579-7355

C H Z G 
D H E W 
H Z W B 
A E K T 
L D P W 
L I 0 E 
0 R R I 
W Y B R 
E A A E 
E H K E 
N K E 0
Y L H T 
R E T C 
T N H C
Y S A T 
G E H H 
I B Y C 
MOON 
R K A W 
L A N T

E 0 N I 
F N S F 
I I A Y 
L Y L B 
R R D I 
E 0 R G 
TRAY 
F A M P 
A Z Y R 
I I B A 
C W F I 
R A E N 
E P S L 
TVER 
N A F C 
G T E Y 
0 B W E 
L I G H 
HOWL 
E R N Y

K P M U
Y B S T 
A H M C
Y F Z A 
I G R S 
C Z M A 
N 0 A N 
0 I K R 
P A M V 
N A I R 
K D R Y 
U W M I 
H I Z M 
A M T H 
C A N D 
P A L K 
B S C E 
T A A K 
K S A I 
T 0 D P

P A T K 
ACCS 
K I S L 
T U C T 
C T U I 
L A N V 
I G B R 
U D E R 
R T C I 
S E N B 
A 0 T E 
I L E M 
T F A A 
G I N D 
Y L 0 I 
B T U N 
C G T B 
S 0 0 F 
L 0 H Z 
Z E M S

P S N C 
H M A D 
U R P S 
V D U U 
T 0 G M 
I T T A 
D H P K 
G 0 T E 
E W 0 U 
I G S P 
K S A C 
M F I B 
S E C L 
S D A A 
E Y U C 
N I L K 
K E 0 V 
R R R L 
A A 0 L 
D Z N F

Find the words hidden veriicdiy, honzontoOy & diagonchy throughout the puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

d m
[ZKZ1BC1DD

BDCIEIO
GKQI3E1E3 
isaea □ 
O 0E3 
Bjoatssa

□□□ns 
DDDC3 □ 
inuaBHU

WORDS
AFRAID

AFTERLIFE
ALARMING

APPARITION
AUTUMN
BEAST

BIZARRE
BLACK

BOO
BROOMSTICK

CACKLE
CANDY

CARVING
CASKET

CATS
CAULDRON
COBWEBS

DARKNESS
DISGUISE

EERIE
FANTASY

HALLOWEEN
HAYRIDE

HOWL
LANTERN
MACABRE
MAKEUP

MIDNIGHT
MOONLIGHT

MYSTERIOUS
NIGHTMARE

PUMPKIN
SHOCK

SPECTER
UNEARTHLY
WIZARDRY
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CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 
LAP POOL FILTER SAND REPLACEMENT

Sealed bids will be received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, 
Michigan 48154 until 2:00 P.M., local time on Tuesday, November 14th, 2017 at which 
time the RFB’s will be secured by the City Clerk. Each bid shall be recorded together with 
the name of the vendor. Bids shall be in accordance with the requirements of this notice in 
order to be deemed “responsive.” Late bids will be returned unopened.

Instructions and specifications may be obtained by registering with the 
Michigan Inter-Governmental Trade Network (MITN) at 

www.mitn.info

All Addendums will be posted on the MITN website. Any information not obtained from 
the MITN website should not be relied upon. Faxed bids in response to this request will not 
be accepted.

All bids shall be sealed in envelopes, plainly marked with: CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 
LAP POOL FILTER SAND REPLACEMENT, name of vendor and shall be 
addressed to the City Clerk, City of Livonia, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, 
Michigan 48154.

No vendor may withdraw their bid within 120 calendar days after the date set for 
opening thereof.

The City of Livonia reserves the right to reject or accept any or all bids in whole or in part 
and waive any irregularities therein. Acceptance of any bid does not constitute a binding 
agreement until a written Contract is signed by both parties.

Ted Davis Dennis K. Wright
Superintendent, Parks & Rec Mayor

Published: November 2,2017 imnruw 3x4

hometownlife
O&E Media part of the usa today network

CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 
CLOTHING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PARKS AND RECREATION

Sealed bids will be received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, 
Michigan 48154 until 2:00 P.M., local time on Tuesday, November 14th, 2017 at which 
time the RFB’s will be secured by the City Clerk. Each bid shall be recorded together with 
the name of the bidder. Bids shall be in accordance with the requirements of this notice in 
order to be deemed “responsive.” Late bids will be returned unopened.

Instructions to bidders and specifications may be obtained by registering with the
Michigan Inter-Governmental Trade Network (MITN) at
www.mitn.info

Ski and Snowboard Swap
6775 Highland Rd., White Lake (M-59/Bogie Lake Rd.)

NOVEMBER
4th and 5lh2017.4lfiBk

Sale
Hours:

Saturday, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sunday, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

All Addendums will be posted on the MITN website. Any information not obtained from 
the MITN website should not be relied upon. Bids must be submitted on the Forms section 
found on the MITN website. Each response to the bid must be provided to the City of Livonia 
in triplicate and electronically in Adobe (PDF) format. Faxed bids in response to this request 
will not be accepted.

All bids shall be sealed in envelopes, plainly marked with: CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 
CLOTHING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION, name of 
bidder and shall be addressed to the City Clerk, City of Livonia, 33000 Civic Center 
Drive, Livonia, Michigan 48154.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within 120 calendar days after the date set for opening 
thereof.

The City of Livonia reserves the right to reject or accept any or all bids in whole or in part 
and waive any irregularities therein. Acceptance of any bid does not constitute a binding 
agreement until a written Contract is signed by both parties.

Ted Davis • Dennis K. Wright
Superintendent, Parks & Rec Mayor

Thursday, Nov. 2nd 6:00-9:00 PM 
Friday, Nov. 3rd 6:00-9:00 PM

Best Prices of the Sea 

on new and used equipment!

Register items online at 

SwapAV.com after October 15th

A portion of the proceeds benefit Alpine Valley Ski Patrol a 501 ©3 Non-profit organization

Published: November 2, 2017 LO-0000333144 3x5

h2metownJiL? the' ©b network

KOHLER.
Walk-In Bath

KOHLER Belay™ Hydrotherapy Walk-In Bath

GET A FREE
NIGHTLIGHT

TOILET SEAT
AFTER YOUR QUOTE*

Finding work 
shouldn’t be work.
Introducing the first personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a profile to see which jobs you’re perfect for.

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

(313) 768-9243

MOHLER

LIFETIME LIMITED 
WARRANTY

DESIGNED & ASSEMBLED
IN THE U.S.A.

jobs.horaetowntife.com

'Limited time offer. Valid through November 19, 2017, Participating dealers only. Not available in AK. 
HI or Nassau County. NY, Suffolk County, NY, Westchester County. NY and Buffalo County, NY. Also 
may not be available in other areas. Dealer will provide customer with certificate for free KOHLER 
Nightlight toile: sea: upon completion of in-home consultation. No certificate will be provided for in- 
home consultations that are scheduled but not completed, Certificates for free product to be redeemed 
directly from Kohler Co. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer, installed in as little as one 

day. Installation of toilet sea: not included.
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