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Candy

John Glenn staging musical
this Thursday-Saturday

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

Jacquelyn Schlicht had
never even seen “Willy Wonka
and the Chocolate Factory”
before February.

Since then, she said, she
figures she’s seen it “about a
million times.”

OK, so maybe not a million
times, but that kind of hyper-
bole might come in handy for
Schlicht, the Westland John
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Man: Students tackle “Wonka’

Glenn senior who brings the
title role to life this weekend
when Glenn takes on Roald
Dahl’s story of the world-fam-
ous candy man and his quest to
find an heir.

When she plays Wonka,
Schlicht said, she’ll play him
more like Gene Wilder in the
1971 original than Johnny Depp
in the 2005 “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory” remake.

"He's a weirdo,” Schlicht
said of Wonka. “There’s lots of
excitement, lots of head snaps.
The biggest challenge is the
changes in emotions. I'm sup-
posed to be this happy-go-

lucky guy, then there’s a song
where he’s a little bit creepy,
and then he’s back to excited
again. | find it hard to move
through all those emotions at
once.”

Drama teacher Kevin Gi-
dley and his team decided to do
“Wonka” earlier this year.
They've considered various
musicals over the years —they
did “Into the Woods” last year
— and “Wonka” has always
been considered.

This year just “seemed like
the time” to do it, Gidley said.

See WONKA, Page A2
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Willy Wonka (Jacquelyn Schlicht) yanks the hair of Violet Beauregard

(Payton Kilgore).

GROUP FORMS IN RESPONSE
TO NARCOTICS EPIDEMIC

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com

No community is exempt
from what federal officials are
calling an epidemic of opioid
overdose deaths.

More people died from drug
overdoses in 2014 than in any
year on record and the major-
ity of drug overdose deaths —
more than six out of 10— in-
volved an opioid, according to
federal statistics.

Families Against Narcotics,
a grassroots organization ded-
icated to eliminating the stig-
ma associated with addiction
and providing families strug-
gling with the disease the sup-
ﬁort and resources they need,

as a new Northwest Wayne
County Chapter — the first
chapter in Wayne County. The
first meeting will be held at
6:30 p.m. Monday, April 10, at
the LifeChurch annex building,
6900 N. Haggerty, Canton.

“Addiction is a family dis-
ease and it is devastating our
community,” said Lauren
Rousseau, president of the
Northwest Wayne County FAN
chapter. “We are losing an
unprecedented number of
young people to this illness and
families need resources, edu-
cation and support.”

Rousseau, a law professor
at Western Michigan Univer-
sity Cooley Law School, isa
longtime resident of Livonia
and is personally acquainted
with the destruction that her-
oin can cause. From 2010-12,
she said she was legal guardian
for ayoung man, also a Livonia
resident, who struggled with
heroin addiction and ultimate-
ly died atage 19.

“Itis a disease with a lot of
stigma. People in recovery
have a goal, but we also have
people trying to make a differ-
ence. People will call me,” said
Cathy Sims Weir, founder and
president of the South Lyon
area FAN chapter, who lost her
22-year-old son to a heroin
overdose in 2014.

The FAN membership in-
cludes people and families
affected by addiction, con-
cerned citizens, law enforce-
ment and leaders in health
care, education, business and
religion. Founded in 2007, FAN
originated in Macomb County
and now has 12 chapters
throughout Michigan, includ-
ing a chapter in Oakland Coun-
ty that is divided into nine
regions, each with its own
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Judge Kathleen McCann of Livonia's 16th District Court, here hugging a graduate of the recent sobriety court
program, said she's personally witnessed the horrors of opioid abuse in her community. She sits on new FAN

chapter advisory board.

Davis

monthly meeting.

Judge Kathleen McCann of
Livonia’s 16th District Court
has personally witnessed the
horrors of opioid abuse in her
community, seeing it escalate
to epidemic proportions. She
sits on new FAN chapter ad-
visory board.

“As a sobrieg/ court judge, |
see the extraordinary pain and
effort that our participants
expend to finally be free of
their dependency on opiates
and heroin,” she said in a state-
ment. “Unfortunately, | have
had to close too many files
when parents bring me a death
certificate because their child
overdosed before we could
reach them.”

The public and the schools
are still not in tune with how
pervasive this problem is and
how young and vulnerable the
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population is that is being tar-
geted, McCann said. “Families
Against Narcotics will open
another avenue of information,
coordination and resources to
communities that are very
much in need,” she added.

The keynote speaker at the
first Northwest Wayne County
FAN chapter meeting April 10
will be Judge Linda Davis of
the 41B District Court in Clin-
ton Township. President and
founder of FAN, Davis also
chairs Gov. Snyder’s Prescrip-
tion Drug and Opioid Abuse
Commission and is the driving
force behind Hope Not Hand-
cuffs, a program that enlists
police departments and volun-
teers to help addicts seeking
recovery find immediate treat-
ment. She is a frequent speak-
eron the subject of addiction
and the opioid epidemic.

The federal Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion recently reported that
more than 52,000 people died
from drug overdose in 2015
and approximately 33,000 of
those deaths were due to opioid
pain pills and heroin. Michigan
has been hard hit by the epi-
demic, losing 1,960 residents to
drug overdose in 2015, a 13-
percent increase over 2014
numbers.

“There is an enormous need
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for more addiction resources
and support for families in
Wayne County,” said Brian
Spitsbergen, director of com-
munity relations for Growth
Works, an adolescent and adult
addiction treatment organiza-
tion in Canton. “I regularly
work with young people strug-
gling with this disease and |
am encouraged by new efforts
to support parents and other
family members affected by
addiction.” Spitsbergen serves
as vice president of the new
FAN chapter.

Andy Hopson, a Livonia
resident whose son Dakota
died from a heroin overdose in
May 2016, also sits on the
board of directors of North-
west Wayne County FAN. He
understands addiction better
than most— in addition to
losing his son to the disease,
he's been in recovery from
substance use disorder himself
since 1991.

“Abig problem in getting
these families the help and
support they need is the stigma
surrounding addiction,” Hop-
son said. “Families feel embar-
rassed and ashamed that their
loved ones are struggling with
this disease and they isolate
and withdraw. What they real-

See NARCOTICS. Page A3
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Robofest

promotes
STEM

learning

The William D. Ford Career-
Technical Center hosted Ro-
bofest 2017 Little Robots, Big
Missions on March 30, in a
competition that consisted of
two rounds.

In Round 1 each team used a
fully autonomous robot to play
a game called RoboHit. In the
RoboHit game the robots are
programmed to locate and hit
a ping-pong ball resting on top
of a water bottle, using a pen-
cil as a bat. Teams earn points
when they remove the trash
objects, the Lego blocks from
the bases and returning to the
home base to stop. There is a
two-minute time limit.

Round 2 was called the
unknown problem and the
teams had 30 minutes to repro-
gram their robot to fix a prob-
lem.

The exhibition competition
gave each team a chance to
show off their creative autono-
mous robotics project.

Participants included teams
from John Glenn High School,
Wayne Memorial High School,
William D. Ford Career-Tech-
nical Center, Northville High
School, Battle Creek, Novi,
Troy and Wailed Lake.

The Northville and Battle
Creek teams will advance to
the state competition.

Robofest is Lawrence Tech-
nological University's interna-
tional autonomous robotics
program for students in fourth
through 12th grade and col-
lege. Student teams design,
construct and program their
robots to act independently

See ROBOFEST, Page A2

COURTESY WAYNE-WESTLAND SCHOOLS
Wayne Memorial's Zebra Ball team
gets ready to compete at Robofest.
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and compete for tro-
phies in a variety of
competitions.
Robofest's mission
is to generate excite-
ment among your peo-
ple for science, tech-
nology, engineering
and mathematics
(STEM), develop cre-
ativity and problem
solving skills, and
prepare them to excel
in high education and
technological skills.
For more informa-
tion on Robofest, visit
www.robofest.net
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Game on! Students snare computer contest honors

Matt Jachman
hometownlife.com

Students from the
Livonia Career Technical
Center made a strong
showing in a computer
game design contest at
the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn last
month.

Seniors Denise Neam-
tu and Carson Jonik won
second place with their
game, “Blubber.” The
award came with a
$1,500 college schol-
arship for each.

In addition, Xiaolu
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Huang, ajunior, and
Andrew Roskelly, a sen-
ior, won an honorable
mention with their game,
“Sinister School Sim."

All four are mobile
apps/game design stu-
dents at the Career Tech-
nical Center, which is
part of the Livonia Pub-
lic Schools.

The March 25 contest
at UM-Dearborn, spon-
sored by the College of
Engineering and Com-
puter Science, required
students to work in pairs
to create a game within
three hours. The theme,
not announced until com-
petition day, was “Artifi-
cial Intelligence: Good or
Evil?” Contestants had to
use either the Unity or
Construct 2 game-cre-
ation platforms.

LCTC instructor Me-
linda Bush said competi-
tion in the annual contest
is usually tough, but that
students from her school

WONKA
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Auditions took place in
early February, and re-
hearsals started shortly
thereafter. The cast fea-
tures some 30 kids, with
another 25 in the crew.

It pleases Gidley,
though it doesn't neces-
sarily surprise him, to
see that many get in-
volved. John Glenn of-
fers four levels of drama
courses, so it naturally
draws students who
might never give ita
thought.

“A lot of kids find a
home (in drama),” Gidley
said. “Itkeeps a lot of
people in the program,
and draws some kids who
might not otherwise be
partof it. It's another
creative outlet for them.”

John Glenn graduate
Steve Goldberg (Class of
2012) is one of those kids
who found a home in the
program, so much so
that, like the prodigal
son, he keeps returning.

Goldberg is an assis-

home as they age. Woodhaven at Home is a new and unique member
program that helps residents of Southeast Michigan maintain as much
independence and financial security as possible so they can age in place.

Designed for healthy, active adults between the ages of 55 and 81 who
value vitality and aging independence, Woodhaven at Home is structured

? Woods

Planning for retirement comes with a lot of
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Denise Neamtu and Carson Jonik are honored March 25 for
their second-place showing in a computer game design
contest at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. With them
are Bruce Maxim, left, an associate professor of computer and
information science, and Tony England, dean of the College of
Engineering and Computer Science at UM-Dearborn and a
former NASA astronaut. Carson and Denise are seniors at the

Livonia Career Technical Center.

do well. There were
around 20 teams partici-
pating this year.

“Most schools that
win are from math/sci-
ence academies,” Bush

wrote in an email. “Since
the inception of the com-
petition, students from
Livonia Career Technical
Center have done very
well.”

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Oompa Loompas are Jessica Mack, Gloria Nolasco, Delshon
Knolton, Makena Tabor and Hailee Melow.

tant director on this pro-
duction.

“These Kkids really do
find a home here,” Gold-
berg said. “It's awesome
to see these young actors
and to be able to help
direct them.”

One of those actors is
senior Emma Diamond,
who plays the idealistic
Charlie Bucket. Last seen
playing Momma Hooper
in “Virgil's Family Re-
union,” Diamond said she
loves the pure qualities

of Charlie’s character.

“I really like the char-
acter,” said Diamond who
had seen the movie be-
fore auditioning. “He’s
really genuine person.
There’s an innocence in
him ... and he's so excit-
ed.”

With more than 20
songs in the production,
vocal director Asha
Smith, another John
Glenn drama club alum,
had her work cut out for
her. Luckily for Smith, a

The game design con-
test was one of four held
at UM-Dearboj'ii the
same day as part of the
school's 12th annual En-
gineering and Computer
Science Experience. The
other contests were in
robotics, programming
and computer simula-
tion.

Bush’s winning sen-
iors will continue their
computer studies in the
fall.

Carson plans to attend
Schoolcraft College to
study video game design,
Denise plans to attend
UM-Dearborn to study
computer information
science, and Andrew has
been accepted to Law-
rence Technological
University, where he
plans to pursue a degree
in computer science.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: ©mattjachman

lot of the actors are also
involved in the vocal
program.

“Because a lot of them
are so young, their voices
are under-developed,”
Smith said. “We gota lot
of kids from the vocal
program, so that helps.”

Gidley said the timing
of the production —
they're putting iton in
about eight weeks, from
auditions to opening
night— has been some-
thing of a challenge, but
it's something all shows
face.

“They're all a chal-
lenge in their own way,”
Gidley said. “Putting on a
show like this, in such a
short time... we just kind
of got itin there.”

“Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory” plays
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday (April 6-8) at 7
p.m., in the auditorium at
John Glenn High School.
Tickets are $10 for stu-
dents and seniors, $12 for
seniors, and are available
at the door.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich

to provide asset preservation, the support and advocacy of a Wellness
and Care Coordinator, and care at home if and when it is needed.
Membership in Woodhaven at Home is offered by Livoniass first full-
service retirement community, Woodhaven Retirement Community.

Visit us at woodhavenah.org to find out more or to sign up for an

educational seminar.
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After son’s death, Lyon mom helping others

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com

Having graduated
from high school, Lyon
Township resident Daniel
Sims went to Arizona,
where he completed tech-
nical training for motor-
cycle mechanics with a
nearly 4.0 grade-point
average.

It wasn't until he re-
turned home that his
family found out that
Sims had been using her-
oin during his time away.
He relapsed after nearly
four months being clean
and, atage 22, died of an
overdose inJanuary 2014.

“In high school, my
son got caught with mari-
juana— that's where it
started. That's not the
case for everyone,” said
Cathy Sims Weir, Daniel’s
mother. “He went into
counseling and seemed
OK. He had his wisdom
teeth out when he was in
college. The dentist gave
him Vicodin — too many,
a couple months worth.”

With the painkillers
prescribed by a dentist,
Weir said she thought it
should be OK. “I'm em-
barrassed to say | didn't
know what opioids were. |
talked to my son— he
didn't seem himself,”
Weir said.

Despite functioning at
a pretty high level, Wen-
said there began to be
other signs of a problem
with her son. “He would
tell me his backpack had
been stolen or he'd had a

NARCOTICS

Continued from Page Al

ly need to do is reach out
for help.”

Also serving on the
new FAN chapter board
is Westland Police Chief
Jeff Jedrusik.

“Throughout my ca-
reer, I've learned that the
majority of residents
living in northwest
Wayne County believe
that heroin, cocaine and

SIMS FAMILY PHOTO

Mom Cathy Sims Weir, Daniel Sims and his sister Kari Sims.
Daniel died of an overdose at age 22, prompting his mom to
start the South Lyon chapter of Families Against Narcotics (FAN).

speeding ticket (to get
money),” she said. “He
started using heroin for
economic reasons. He
was already addicted. At
that point, he held a full-
time job. He was very
bright and very high
functioning. | thought he
knew better.”

Two years younger,
sibling Kari Sims was
also shocked by her
brother’s addiction.

“I would have never in
amillion have guessed
that my brother would
become a heroin addict.
We had an amazing child-
hood, he was incredibly
intelligent, gentle, hum-
ble, caring, funny,” Kari
said. “When he was a kid,
he was overly cautious,
wouldn't ride roller-coast-
ers for fear of them fall-
ing apart, made us go into
the basement during any
storm. Just his whole
character was the oppo-

synthetic drug epidemics
are inner-city problems
and not a suburban is-
sue,” Jedrusik said.
“Eyes are not generally
opened to such problems
until it affects a personal
friend or a family mem-
ber. Unfortunately, this is
a current epidemic that
is affecting all of our
communities, young
people and families.”
Kari Sims, treasurer
of the South Lyon area
FAN chapter and Weir's
daughter, said that she

site of what people as-
sume to be the ‘stereo-
typical addict.”

Kari Sims described
her brother as her abso-
lute best friend. “He was
the one person | know |
could go to for anything.
We talked almost every
day and he would do any-
thing for me. He'd come
over and talk my ear off
about random stuff, just
to have company,” she
said. “He’d go along with
my silly adventures, even
if itdidn't really interest
him. He was my child-
hood and should have
been my future, too.”

Searching for help in
the aftermath of Daniel's
death, Weir came across
Families Against Narcot-
icson the Internet. “I
came across help for the
person (who is addicted),
but not for the families,”
Weir said. “Not only does
this disease affect the

joined to spread aware-
ness, educate and pro-
mote/prevent substance
abuse.

“| joined to speak up
and tell people that our
community does have a
problem and that it does
no one any good to just
shove it under the rug. |
want to speak up so peo-
ple don't go through what
| did,” she said. “I joined
because my mom was
passionate about helping
others and making more
people aware, so | joined
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addict, it has a negative
impacton the entire fam-
ily.”

Weir organized a FAN
Southwest Oakland Coun-
ty/Livingston County
chapter in the South Lyon
areaand serves as presi-
dent. Kari Sims is trea-
surer and serves on the
board, along with Weir's
husband Gary. There are
monthly board meetings
with members who are in
recovery, addiction treat-
ment specialists, law
enforcement and court
officials, along with fam-
ily members.

“Although | personally
never went down the path
of addiction and | am not
in recovery from drugs
or alcohol, 1, too, am re-
covering from what
drugs did to my family. A
lot of times | feel lost,
alone,” Sims said. “I lost a
huge part of my life and |
go to therapy because of
it. It's a struggle for me
and something | face
every day waking up,
knowing my life is differ-
ent now.”

At the first FAN meet-
ing, Weir said, about 70
people showed up. “That
indicated a need. FAN
provides hope for other
families —we can help
each other,” Weir said.
“Addiction affects all of
us— no one is immune.
People in mid-life, the
elderly, young people.
Most start with prescrip-
tion drugs. | don't think
our community is unusual
— it's in every communi-

to support her. But | also
joined to support myself
and my passion for help-
ing others. It is, unfortu-
nately, comforting know-
ing that | am not the only
person who is going
through this.”

It's a way to connect
with people who under-
stand the addiction prob-
lem, Sims said.

“Also, | wanted to
spread the message that
there is no such thing as
a stereotypical addict.
People can't use the ex-

ty. We need something to
help support the families
and the person in recov-
ery.”

Along with losing her
brother, Sims lost her
father to a heart attack
and, six days later, her
grandmother died. “I
honestly believe it (her
father’s death) was just
from a broken heart,” she
said. “l thought | was
doing the best I could
after losing my brother
and it spirals into so
much more.”

In memory of her
brother, Sims said she
decided to do something
nice for others each year
on her brother's October
birthday and the date he
diedin January.

“Kindness seems to be
missing in this world. |
thought that on a day that
makes me sad, | could sit
and feel bad for myself or
| could make a difference
and make others smile. It
truly helps me make it
through the rough days,”
she said. “Since my broth-
er passed atage 22,1
create 22 acts of kindness
cards in his memory. |
add a $1 scratch off lot-
tery ticket or note pad,
candy, something small.
leave his name, date of
birth and passing and a
message as to why —
something to plant the
seed.”

The note reads, “Three
years ago today | lost my
brother to heroin, be kind
for everyone you meet is
fighting a battle you

cuse to not educate their
loved ones just by saying,
'not my kid or not my
family’ because it could
be anyone,” she said.
“The drug epidemic is
out of control and more
people need to stand up
and fight and make a
difference and | want to
be a part of that fight.
These people losing their
lives to drugs and alco-
hol, they leave behind so
much. To most, they
aren't just a drug addict
—they are a sibling,

wv ST JOES
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know nothing about."”
Sims started leaving the
cards anonymously on
windshields, because the
first time she passed out
cards, she tried approach-
ing people, who had a
negative reaction to
someone handling them
something.

“That kind of says to
me that people aren't
used to kindness. So after
leaving them anonymous-
ly, I never really knew
what people thought, if it
touched them, if people
thought it was weird or if
it truly brightened their
day,” she said. “I told
myself if by doing this |
could reach out to just
one person, I'd be making
a difference.”

One member of the
FAN board shared a story
about finding a card on
the windshield of her
vehicle a month after a
traumatic time as her son
was in rehab.

“l came out of the
Home Goods store in
Brighton. The card was
only on my car. | Googled
FAN. My purpose and
passion is to de-stigma-
tize addiction,” the wom-
an said, adding that she
now also leaves notes on
vehicles paying forward
in memory of someone
she loved.

FAN for the South
Lyon area has its open
forum the third Thursday
of each month at the New
Hudson Methodist
Church,. Contact Weir at
CathyDSims@gmail.com.

child, friend. They are
somebody whose life has
been cut so short.”

The Northwest Wayne
County FAN Chapter
launch meeting April 10
is free and open to all
who would like to attend.
For more information, go
to familiesagainstnarcot-
ics.org/northwest-wayne
or email nwwayne@fam-
iliesagainstnarcotics.org.

Irogers@hometownlife. com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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Chef Polly Brown poses for a photo with students Kelly Zielinski and Austin Hannah.

Schoolcraft makes i1ts mark at
Saline culinary program

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Chef Polly Brown decided
she needed a new career path
after losing her job several
years ago. She then decided
going to culinary school was
the right move.

Her job in an office got
outsourced more than a decade
ago, so she decided it was time
to head back to school to learn
a skill she could utilize ina
new career path.

“| said, ‘What do | really
want to do for the rest of my
life?”” she said. “I had cooked
my whole life.”

Students at Saline High
School and in the South and
West Washtenaw Consortium
taking culinary classes appear
to agree she made the right
choice.

Brown has assisted at the
SWWC, which takes in stu-
dents from such areas as Sa-
line, Ypsilanti, Manchester and
Dexter, for several years. She
has several tasks at the school,
including doing demonstra-
tions every once in a while, but
primarily focuses on preparing
students for competition. She's
gotten students ready for sev-
eral competitions, including

ones held at Oakland Commu-
nity College, where they've
won several accolades over the
years.

She said she always has a
wide array of ingredients
available for students so they
head to competition prepared.

“They never know which
vegetables they’ll give them at
competition, so it covers a lot
all at once,” she said. “I try to
really open up.”

Austin Hannah, a junior at
Saline High School, said he’s
learning these skills not neces-
sarily for a career, but to be
better prepared in life, espe-
cially after he leaves high
school.

“We're in here and we're
seeing it all take place,” he
said. “When | get to college,
I’'m going to be the man in the
kitchen.”

Schoolcraft influence

Much of the teaching at the
Washtenaw County high school
off Michigan Avenue is pulled
from the Livonia two-year
college: in addition to Brown’s
roots at Schoolcraft, the pro-
gram'’s director, chef Sam Mus-
to, also teaches at Schoolcraft
College.

During his time at the high

FOOD&DRINK
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Chef Sam Musto stands next to a display featuring several Schoolcraft
College chefs hanging in a classroom at Saline High School.

school, Musto has overseen the
program’s growth: for exam-
ple, a room originally dedicat-
ed to child care classes was
moved and that spaced turned
into a bakery for culinary stu-
dents. He runs several pro-
grams, including a meal-to-go
program designed to sell meals
during the school day prepared
by students.

Musto said he brought
Brown onto staff several years
ago because he knew she could

ASK A CHEF: DIANA WOODWARD

There are plenty of chefs
out there who know Diana
Woodward and credit her for
their start in the culinary
world. She is the instructor/
coach of the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park Hospitality
and Culinary Arts program.’In
2016, the team took first place
in the Michigan ProStart®
Competition, hosted by the
Michigan Restaurant Associa-
tion. That was followed by the
team's national ranking of
second place, out of 48 teams,
in the 15th annual National
ProStart Invitational. Students
also run the popular Rock Cafe
restaurant in Salem High
School.

About 60 percent of Wood-
ward’s students go to the
Schoolcraft College program
and then on to stellar careers.
Woodward graduated from
Schoolcraft College in culinary
arts and chef training and
holds a master's degree in
career technical education.
She has worked as a pastry
chef at the William D. Ford
Career Technical Center; as
well as the Ritz-Carlton in
Dearborn and the former cafe
bon homme in Plymouth.

Q: What are the most impor-
tant spices a chef/cook
should have in their kitchen?
A: Salt! Really. That's the
one. It's the most important
seasoning there is and food
isn't the same without it. | can't
think of single thing we make

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Diana Woodward, instructor/coach of the Plymouth-Canton Educational
Park Hospitality and Culinary Arts program, takes notes while students

prepare for a competition.

in the restaurant that doesn’t
have a pinch of saltin it. It
enhances foods' natural flavor
and diminishes overly bitter or
sour notes. Its key for pickles,
brines, marinades, braises and,
yes, dessert.

Spices — meaning bark,
root and seeds, not herbs?
Other than that, it's up to your
taste. The spices you use add
dynamic or direction to the
food you are making. | like to
have a whole nutmeg pod on
hand to grate into food (if you
haven't tried it, it is so much
better than ground) — just a
tiny bit. Then comes cinnamon,

cumin, coriander, chili pow-
der, caraway seeds — my
favorites all start witha ‘c.’
When it comes to herbs, |
really try to use fresh, not
dried. The flavor is more
crisp, fresh and defined, |
think. For home, I grind
fresh herbs in a food proces-
sor with a little oil and then
freeze the puree in tiny ice
cube trays and keep them in
labeled baggies. Then | al-
ways have a variety of fresh,
minced herbs on hand.

See ASK A CHEF. Page AS

educate the students ina
unique way.

“What I was looking for was
someone who was good at
teaching,” Musto said. “I knew
she understood the whole com-
ponent of teaching.”

Brown, who graduated from
Schoolcraft College in 2006,
said the students taking culi-
nary classes at Saline High
School come out better pre-
pared in the chance they de-
cide to continue their educa-
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tion at nearby Washtenaw
Community College or School-
craft College.

“Our students who have
gone to Schoolcraft have come
out very successful,” she said.
“Because coming out of this
program, they have the san-
itation piece that Schoolcraft
needs, they have the kitchen
experience, they've worked
with a variety of foods.”

And the Schoolcraft College
influence isn't just seen in the
kitchen, but in the classroom
Musto uses as well: an article
featuring Schoolcraft College
chefs, including culinary de-
partment head chef Shawn
Loving, hangs by the door of
the classroom.

“| keep this right here be-
cause | talk a lot about these
guys to my (students),” Musto
said. “I want the kids to know
that I come from Schoolcraft
and | want them to know that
we have one of the best culi-
nary programs in the nation.

“And | want them to know
that that excellence is carried
over here.”

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

Cooking classes bring
out the inner chef

Want to up your foodie
image? Check out these cook-
ing and baking classes meant
to stir something that inner
chef within.

Experience cooking
Chef Jessica Sweetman
remodeled her home kitchen

in Farmington Hills to pro-
vide a classroom environ-
ment to the community to
learn the craft of cooking.
She welcomes beginners and
avid cooks alike to enjoy
classes such as Global Street
Foods, Mexican Fiesta and
Homemade Pasta. Go to
www.experiencecooking.com
for more information.

Taste: A Cook's Place
Located inside The Village
Workshop in downtown
Northville. Mary Spencer,
along with assistants, demon-
strates all classes unless
otherwise indicated with the
help of cameras and a 50-
inch TV. Classes such as
Everything's Better with
Bacon And Bourbon, Kore-
antown or Mediterranean
Cruise Dinner run 6:30-8:30
p.m. and attendees are free
to bring a bottle of wine to
enjoy with the meal. Go to
www.tasteacooksplace.net

for more information.

Sur la table

The national retail store
offers classes such as Vegetar-
ian 2.0, Classic Sauces from
Scratch and Incredible Home-
made Pizza. Various classes
offered at is locations in Ann
Arbor, Novi and Troy. Go to
www.surlatable.com for more
information.

BAKE! Zingerman's
Bakehouse

Everything from legal mag-
ic brownies to family BAKEI-
cations. BAKE! offers dozens
of different bread, pastry and
cake hands-on baking classes
in its own teaching kitchens
located in Ann Arbor. Go to
www.bakewithzing.com to
learn more.

Healthy cooking at
Demonstration Kitchen
Located within Henry Ford
West Bloomfield Hospital,
classes focused on living
healthier are offered in the
Demonstration Kitchen. Class-
es such as Essential Knife
Skills, Eliminating Processed
Food and BBQ Bootcamp will
help you look and feel better

See CLASSES, Page A5



hometownlife.com

Livonia Democratic
Club meeting

The Livonia Demo-
cratic Club will meet at 7
p.m. April 12 at the LDC
headquarters at 33150
Schoolcraft Road, Suite
No. L-02, Livonia. The
guest is Michigan Demo-
cratic Party Chairman
Brandon Dillon.

Lakes Tea Party
meeting

The Lakes Area Tea
Party will meetat 7 p.m.
Monday, April 10, at Up-
town Grille, 100 E. West
Maple Road, in Com-
merce. Health care ex-
pert Abigail Noble will
discuss the current
health care system, Oba-
macare vs. the American
Care Act and Washing-
ton’s repeal.

Spring Senior Expo

Senior citizens, retir-
ees and caregivers can
find a wealth of informa-
tion that's important to
them as the Observer &
Eccentric presents the
14th annual Spring Sen-
ior Expo from 9a.m. to 1
p.m. Monday, April 10, in
the VisTaTech Center at
Schoolcraft College,
18600 Haggerty Road, in
Livonia.

The event is complete-
ly free to the public.
More than 50 businesses,
health care providers,
insurance companies and
legal practices will be on
hand to discuss all they
have to offer metro De-
troit seniors. In addition,
there will be sessions
with experienced and
insightful leaders in
elder law, asset manage-
ment, health care and
pain relief.

Speakers include
Christopher Berry of
The Elder Care Firm,
with a presentation on
protecting assets from
long-term care costs.

Rick Bloom, Bloom Asset
Management partner and
Observer & Eccentric
guest columnist, will talk
about building an estate
plan that fits your situa-
tion.

Mother Truckers
Tickets are on sale for
Better Than Ever Pro-
ductions third season
opener, “Mother Truck-
ers,” a comedy by Judith
Sapperstein and Gary
Murway performed
April 5-9 at the new
PARC facility downtown
Plymouth. Show date is 2
p.m. April 9 at the Ply-
mouth Arts and Recrea-
tion Complex, 650
Church St., Plymouth.

CLASSES

Continued from Page A4

about your cooking
game. Go to
www.henryford.com and
click on Demonstration
Kitchen.

Mirepoix Cooking
School

Located within the
Holiday Market in Royal
Oak, Mirepoix offers
everything from cooking
classes to wine tasting
parties to private events
to bring out the chef in
everyone. Look for class-
es such as Date Night
Spain, French Made Easy
and Basic Knife Skills.
Go to www.mirepoix
cookingschool.com for
more information.

The Community
House Birmingham
The Community
House offers a wide se-
lection of culinary class-
es taught by various local
chefs. Offerings range
from the Wildtree series
with Marybeth Zoller,
Sprouts & Souffle with
Lucile Palancher to Kids
in the Kitchen: Cook Off!
Go to
https://iis.tchserves.org
for more information.

Cooking with Class
Cooking with Class,
located in Franklin, was
founded in 2005 by Deb
Buzar with a desire to
share her love and knowl-
edge of food, wine and
cooking with home en-
thusiasts in a personal
environment. Buzar of-
fers customized, hands-
on or demonstration-
style cooking classes and
cooking parties for adults
and teenagers in her
kitchen or yours. Go to
http://cookingwithclass-

COMMUNITY LIFE
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Canton
Adopt-A-Road

The first Adopt-A-
Road clean-up date is
April 22, 9a.m. to 1 p.m.
(or maybe even finish
sooner). The first one of
the year is always the
toughest, since litter has
accumulated all winter
long in the ditches and
on the road shoulder. The
routes are: Geddes Road
between Michigan Ave-
nue. and Beck, and Beck
Road, between Michigan
Avenue and Geddes.
Tubs of pickup bags and
reflector vests will be
located in several spots
along Geddes. It's impor-
tant that we take care of
our neighborhoods as
much as possible.

Office hours

Wayne County Com-
missioner Glenn S. An-
derson will host coffee
hours in Garden City and
Westland with elected
officials from the state
of Michigan on Monday,
April 10. Coffee hour in
Westland will be co-
hosted with state Reps.
Robert Kosowski and
Jewell Jones from 9-10
a.m. at Mr. Mike’s Grill,
6047 North Wayne Road.

Coffee Hour in Gar-
den City will be held
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. in
the Michigan room at the
Maplewood Community
Center, 31735 Maplewood
St. Garden City Coffee
Hour will be co-hosted
with State Sen. David
Knezek and state Rep.
Jewell Jones.

Widowed Friends
activities

Join Widowed
Friends, a peer support
group for Widowed Men/
Women hosting Stage
Play/Dinner, The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill,
50400 Cherry Hill, Sun-
day, April 9, 2 p.m., show
time and dinner after. A
musical play “Hello
Dolly” is being presented
by the Spotlight Players.
Then enjoy a dinner at a
local restaurant TBD by
number attending. Ticket
price for show is $16.
RSVP to Mary Ann at
734-589-8292.

Widowed Friends
hosts Dinner/Games
from 5:30-9 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 12. Dinner is at
6 p.m. Cost $16 for buf-
fet, beverage, dessert,
tax and tip. Pay at the
door, cash only. Corsi's,
27910 W. Seven Mile,
Livonia. Stay for games
and cards. RSVP 248-357-
2183 or 313-274-2950.

Widowed Friends

withdebbu-
zar.vpweb.com/ for more
information.

Great Lakes Culinary
Center

The culinary center,
located on Nine Mile in
Southfield, is an events
venue that offers food-
service professionals and
the surrounding commu-
nity the opportunity to
test the latest kitchen
equipment, attend cook-
ing classes and demon-
strations and host private
events. Most cooking
classes include two glass-
es of wine and a light
snack, unless otherwise
noted. Look for offerings
such as Girls Night Out:
Healthy Eats or Sunday

hosts Mass/Dinner, St.
Hedwig Church, at 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 29, St.
Hedwig, (3245 Junction
near Michigan) was the
third Polish Church es-
tablished for Polish im-
migrants in 1902 and now
serves as the destination
for immigrants from
Mexico. Dinner, restau-
rant TBD. RSVP to call
734-927-0610 by April 20.

Widowed Friends
hosts fish fries at the
following churches: 4
p.m. April 7, Our Lady of
Loretto, 17116 Olympia,
at the corner of Six Mile
and Beech; 4 p.m. April
14 at St. Robert Bellar-
mine, 27101W. Chicago
at Inkster.

A safe Internet for
kids

Crossroads Church
presents, Creating A
Safe Internet for Our
Kids: A Special Internet
Safety Seminar, at 7-9
p.m. Wednesday, April
12. Hear from a leading
expert about how to help
create a safe internet for
kids. Visit
www.CrossroadsNow.org
for more information.
Free admission.

3D Photography
Club

The club will meet
from 7-9 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 12, at Livonia
Civic Park Senior Center,
15218 Farmington Road.
The meeting will feature
a presentation on “Ste-
reoscopic Optical Illu-
sions” by Jay Horowitz, a
former NASA scientist
who specialized in visu-
alization and virtual
reality and is the current
president of the Ohio 3D
club.

After a refreshment
break, the meeting will
conclude with the month-
ly club 3D image compe-
tition. The meetings are
free to attend, and visi-
tors are always welcome.
Stereo cameras, 3D
movies, and educational
videos are available for
members to borrow or
rent. For more informa-
tion, visit
www.Detroit3D.org or
call Dennis at 248-398-
3591.

Hilltop Church of
the Nazarene

Hilltop Church of the
Nazarene, 21260 Hagger-
ty, north of Eight Mile,
has the following ser-
vices:

Sunday Schedule:
9:30 a.m. Classic Wor-
ship; 11 a.m. Revive (con-
temporary) Worship; 11
a.m. Kids Worship; 11 a.m

Dinner at Grandma's-
German Style. Go to
glculinarycenter.com for
more information.

ve/i
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teen worship; 9:30 and 11
a.m. Sunday School

Monday: 7 p.m. Bible
Study Fellowship Men's
Bible Study

Tuesday: 9:25 a.m.
Women of the Word Bi-
ble Study; 6:45 p.m. Eve-
ning Women's Bible
Study

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.
Little Trikes (Birth - K)
and Kidventure (Ist-3rd
grade) programming;
Club 45 for fourth-grad-
ers and fifth-graders;
Merge Middle School
Worship night; Various
classes and Bible Study;
Alpha class from 6:30-8
p.m. - an opportunity to
explore life and the
Christian faith in a
friendly, open and in-
formal environment.
Alpha is for high school
to adult. Free English as
a Second Language class-
es!

Thursday: 6 a.m. Men
of Purpose Prayer and
Bible Study; Men'’s 33
study; Engage (Young
adult) small groups and
community.

For more information,
call 248-348-7600 or go to
www.hilltopnaz.org

Hippity Hoppity
Join the fun at the
Jack E. Kirksey Recrea-
tion Center Hippity Hop-

pity Open House, 15100
Hubbard, from noon to 4
p.m. Sunday, April 9.
Enjoy the pool, climbing
wall and a variety of
gym activities. The gyms
will be set up for roller
hockey, pickleball, vol-
leyball and basketball.
Guests can learn about
organizations and busi-
ness in their community.
Participating organiza-
tions and businesses will
be handing out treats to
children. Admission is
free for the day for resi-
dents and $3 per person
for non-residents. For
more information, call
the Kirksey Recreation
Center at 734-466-2900.

Easter Egg Hunt

The Cherry Hill Unit-
ed Methodist Church will
host an Easter egg hunt
from noon to 1 p.m. Sun-
day, April 9, at the
church, 321 S. Ridge
Road, between Cherry
Hill Road and Michigan
Ave., Canton. For all
children. Hunt for candy
and small toy-filled plas-
tic eggs that will be hid-
den inside the church.
Have a picture taken
with the Easter bunny.
For more information,
call the church at 734-
495-0035.

GETTY IMAGES | ISTOCKPHOTO
Area cooking classes range
from family-friendly to
adults-only serving wine.
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Man charged in theft of

wallet from rec center

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Livonia police say a
Detroit man has been
charged with taking a
wallet at the Jack E.
Kirksey Recreation
Center last month.

Police say Kenneth
Myatt, 20, was ar-
raigned
this week
onalar-
ceny
after
police say
he took a
wallet
from the
rec cen-
ter at
15100 Hubbard.

A 20-year-old Livonia
man came to the police
station March 10 to
report his wallet was
taken while he was play-
ing basketball at the rec
center. He told police he
placed his shoes and
wallet on the west wall
of the basketball court.
When he came back for
his belongings, he found
his wallet missing.

Police checked with
the rec center, whose
staff reviewed footage

Myatt

ASK A CHEF

Continued from Page A4

Q: What is your favor-
ite salad to prepare?
And what are the in-
gredients?

A: Warm weather is
coming! There isn't
much you can't mix
together and call ita
salad, b make for me to
eat for dinner, | use
romaine and baby let-
tuce, grilled corn, straw-
berries, shaved carrot,
chicken grilled with
lemon, garlic and basil. |
like to make my own
fat-free vinaigrette
because, really often,
people eat salad because
they think it is healthy.
But add cheese and a
little dressing and it's
instantly just as high-fat/
salt as any other menu
item.

Thy this: Whisk one
tablespoon of cornstarch
with one cup of water or
juice. Bring it to a boil
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How to reach us:

that reportedly showed
a suspect grabbing the
wallet. Footage also
reportedly showed the
suspect earlier in the
day obtaining a guest
pass at the front desk.
Police contacted Myatt
via the contact informa-
tion provided at the rec
center and left a mes-
sage for him, asking to
speak to him about the
incident.

Police were called
March 19 to the rec
center on the report
that Myatt was there.
When police arrived,
they spoke to Myatt,
who reportedly ad-
mitted to them he had
taken the wallet, took it
to the men's locker
room and removed the
cash. Police said he told
them he left the wallet
in a changing area in the
locker room. Police said
he told them he took the
money to help out a
friend whose mother
had recently died.

He was arrested and
taken into custody. He
posted bond and is due
back in Livonia's 16th
District Court on April
25 for his next hearing.

and then cool it. Use it
instead of oil in salad
dressing recipes. To
make for a shared menu
item (like for a buffet),
use roasted red skins
with tomato, avocado,
spinach and bacon-bal-
samic vinaigrette.

Q: Everyone today is in
a hurry and making
dinner is often left up
to chance. What is
your suggestion for a
quick dinner?

A: During the week,
we are never home, so
just about everything
we eat is made in ad-
vance and frozen. My
kids are big pasta fans,
so every couple of
months, | make three to
four gallons of marinara
with meatballs and
sausage and freeze itin
quart containers. Then
all you have to do is boil
pasta and steam some
vegetables really quick-
ly. We do the same with
stews, chilis, soups —
these are our go-tos.

view Online
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SANKOVICH

WILLIAM F. “SWIVEL

HIPS” Age 92 of Farmington
Hills, died peacefully in his
sleep Thursday, March 23,
2017. Never has a finer man
set foot on this earth. He was
born June 5,1924 in Tacoma,
Washington. Mr. Sankovich
served as a Staff Sergeant

in U.S. Army during WWII in
the Pacific Theater. He was

a proud graduate of Lincoln
High in Tacoma, WA. as well
as the University of California,
Berkeley where he earned

a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration. Mr.
Sankovich joined the Ford
Motor Company in 1949
holding numerous positions
including Director of Ford
Motor Company, South Africa
and Portugal, Controller for
the Transmission & Chassis
and Engine Divisions. He
retired as Finance Controller
at the Dearborn World
Headquarters in 1989 after
40 years of service. He lived
an extraordinary life, having
beaten Ben Hogan in a round
of golf, danced with Ann
Sheridan and Bette Davis,
and once took over the

lease on George Burns and
Grade Allen's apartment in
Manhattan. Mr. Sankovich
was a longtime supporter of
the arts, including the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and
Michigan Opera Theater. He
was a world traveler, loved
cars and classic movies,
knew the words to thousands
of songs and sang them
often. He is survived by three
children Linda (Marcia Ledford)
Sankovich, Doug (Cheryl
Tomblinson) Sankovich, Paul
Sankovich, and several nieces
and nephews. A memorial
service is being planned for
late June. Expressions of
sympathy may be submitted
online at
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

ZIMMERMAN

ROBERT O. April 2, 2017 Age
76 of Wayne. Beloved husband
of Ann. Son of the late John
“Jack” and Elsie. Brother
of the late Jack Jr. He was
loved and will be missed by
his Aunts and many cousins.
Robert was a 1959 graduate of
Wayne Memorial High School.
He was a letter carrier in the
Wayne/Westland area and
retired after 37 years. Funeral
services were from the Uht
Funeral Home, Wednesday
April 5th. His burial took place
at Glenwood Cemetery in
Wayne. Family is requesting
memorial contributions to
Wayne High Schools Alumni
Association Scholarship Fund
in lieu of flowers. Please view
memorial and send tributes at
www.uhtfh.com
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Longtime public
servant to run for
Livonia City Council

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

A familiar face in
Livonia politics is seek-
ing a return to public
service.

Laura Toy filed pa-
perwork last week to
file to run for city coun-
cil later this year. Toy
was most recently on
the council two years
ago before she was
term-limited out. Toy
sat out the 2015 election
and is eligible to run
again this year.

She said she’s gotten
plenty of feedback from
city residents asking
her if she was planning
a return to the city coun-
cil.

“Basically, people
have called me over the
last year and a half and
have talked to me about
different things,” she
said. “They call me all
the time and say, ‘Are
you going to run again?'

“It makes perfect
sense for me to go
back.”

She said she believes
her experience in the
city is something she'd
like to lend as Livonia
moves forward with
various projects, in-
cluding the discussions
coming over the city’s
master plan. Holding
more meetings with
neighborhoods and
residents is another
priority for Toy, as well
as discussing what to do
about the number of
rats in the city.

“We need to get out to
our residents, because
people are still worried
about that issue,” she
said.

Toy, who has been an
owner of Cardwell Flo-
rist in Livonia for sever-
al decades, also current-
ly works as chief of
staff for state Sen. Judy
Emmons, R-Sheridan.
Toy has been a public
servant for several
decades, having served
in the Legislature in
Lansing, as the Livonia

"Sv®-

woman

School-
Toy craft

College

trustee.

With Livonia’s pop-
ulation living longer in
the city, Toy said she
wants to continue to
reach out to groups such
as seniors and be more
in tune with their needs.

“Let's get in depth
more of what their
needs are,” she said. “I
think sometimes people
forget that's what we're
here to do, is to serve
people with the dollars
that we have.”

Toy joins current
council members Cathy
White and Jim Jolly,
along with challenger
Gerald Perez, in the
race as of this week.
Four seats are open on
the council later this
year, those held by
White, Jolly, Council-
man Brian Meakin and
Councilwoman Maureen
Miller Brosnan. Meakin
is eligible to run for
another term, though
Brosnan is term-limited
and cannot run for the
council this year.

The filing deadline is
4 p.m. April 25 for any-
one looking to run for
council. The dropout
deadline is 4 p.m. April
28. The deadline to file
as a write-in candidate
is July 28 for the pri-
mary and Oct. 27 for the
general election.

If more than eight
candidates file to run
for the race, a primary
will take place Aug. 8 to
bring the total to eight.
The general election is
Nov. 7. The top three
finishers in November
will each receive a four-
year term; the fourth-
place finisher will re-
ceive a two-year term.

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
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Councilman: City needs attention

ews trucks are
once again con-
verging on our city

and it's not for good rea-

sons. During my first
couple of years in office
as a city councilman (1
was elected in 2013),
Westland rarely saw
negative headlines and
we were running a bal-
anced budget. Then in
2016 and again this year,
news stories covering
scandals, wrongdoing,
store closures and vio-
lent crime have become
an almost bi-weekly oc-
currence.

The recent firing of
five Westland librarians
who were trying to orga-
nize a union (which they
have aright to do and are
protected by law) has
again brought our city
into the negative news
cycle. Only fueled by this
apparent union-busting
move, the circus atmos-
phere of city meetings is
made worse by the atten-
tion brought forth about
the various scandals that
have gone on during the
past couple of years.

Why are things chang-
ing and why is Westland

Kerin
Coleman

GUEST
COLUMNIST

being covered in such a
negative light? My opi-
nion, and based on what
I've learned by serving
as your councilman, is
that this is a direct result
of the hiring and appoint-
ing of friends, family and
political-allies rather
than experienced profes-
sionals to work on our
residents behalf.

I don't mean all city
employees (we have
many great ones) but
enough to create prob-
lems. It's a common issue
that plagues many city
governments, but when
Westland is on the news
in such negative ways
over and over again, we
know we need to take a
closer look.

Current Mayor Wild
has only ignored these
issues or claims that he
“didn’t know.” I'm not
satisfied with that re-
sponse. Westland resi-
dents deserve better and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Make Garden City
great again

In declaring his candi-
dacy for a fifth term,
Garden City Mayor Ran-
dy Walker said, “There’s
still a lot to be done.”

Really? After eight
years, why haven't you
done it? Why would four
more years matter?

Walker has taken our
city down to Inkster's
poor financial shadow.
We have high water rates
and high property taxes.
Home values are still
low. We have a special
street light assessment
while 75 percent of our
streets need repair.

About 100 businesses
closed with more than 50
of those businesses on
Ford Road.

And who can forget
how Walker earned his
continuing reputation as
“The Pizza Mayor,” after
the night of his last
swearing in November
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2015. He refused to allow
the residents who were
foreclosed upon to com-
ment at that public meet-
ing. Some contended that
they weren't properly
notified. Facing a packed
audience, Walker said
comments couldn't be
heard because pizza was
in the oven at Albert's on
the Alley and the elected
officials all needed to
head over there for the
victory party.

Both Walker's and
four council seats are up
for election this Novem-
ber. The November ballot
will include a special
election to fill the re-
maining term — ending
November 2019 — of
Councilman Jim Kerwin,
who recently died.

Petitions to seek
placement on this year's
ballot are due April 25
and must contain at least
75 signatures. We need
residents to run for these
offices. Our city's future
depends on it.

I can only support
Councilman Mark Jacobs
for re-election. He ques-
tions the mayor and oth-
er council members on

we can do better. They
deserve experienced
employees to work for
them and they deserve to
live in a city that doesn't
have to deal with the
negative reputation cre-
ated by these unneces-
sary “scandals” and “con-
troversies.”

| understand that he is
becoming interested in
regional politics and has
run for, and expressed
interest in running for,
other higher offices. |
respect those ideas but
let's please keep the at-
tention focused on a city
that needs it— we are
currently running an
over $1.2 million oper-
ating deficit, have taken
on a lot of debt and have
26 percent less police on
staff at a time when vio-
lent crime seems to be
more and more common.

| stand with the West-
land Library and that
means supporting library
services and librarians. |
am waiting for the mayor
and library board to do
the right thing and fix
their mistake —even if it
doesn’t always look good
to admit you were wrong.

topics of interest. He
votes no with his infor-
mation and wants to see
the city rebound.

The remaining council
members are “yes” wom-
en.

Residents are still
Faying for a $15 million

awsuit lost by the city
when Councilwoman
Jaylee Lynch was mayor.
The city could have set-
tled for $880,000. We are
still being charged more
than $140 each year on
our taxes for payments
of $1.7 million per year
for years to come.

Councilwoman Pam
King, a Realtor, has
brought little forward
thinking to her position.

Councilwoman Patri-
cia McKarge, a former
Garden City parks and
recreation director, lacks
objectivity often being
more of an advocate for
employees than for the
residents.

Residents, please
consider running for an
office to make Garden
City great again. | will
support anyone who
wants to help Garden
City rebound. Together

GOOD FRIDAY AND
EASTER SERVICES

Good Friday Service
April 14 at 12 noon

The Adult Choir and Drama Team
ofMeriman Road Baptist Church Present

“The Day He Wore My
by David T. Clydesdale

Good Friday, April 14 at
Saturday, April 15 at 7pm
Free Admission

Easter Sunday Worship
April 16 at 9:30am & |
Merriman Road Baptist Church
2055 Merriman Road, Garden City
1 block south ofFord Road

Deaflnterpretation is provided.

www.mrbc.usl

I this doesn’'t happen
soon, | am considering a
budget amendment pro-
posal which could be
adopted by City Council
to exercise its authority
over the library’s fi-
nances and take the nec-
essary steps to make it
right. Library Board
President Mark Neal, a
retired fire chief, has
tried to label those that
have concerns about the
many problems at the
library as out-of-town
agitators. This is not
true, as the majority of
those who have protest-
ed, spoken up and con-
tacted me about it are
Westland residents.

I have examined the
situation very closely
and can see that people
are é;ettin tired of the
insider-politics that only
drags our city down and
onto the prime time
news. To all my neigh-
bors in the city — during
these difficult times,
Westland needs our at-
tention.

Kevin Coleman is a Westland
City Council member.

we can make a differ-
ence.
Al Buckner
Garden City

Fight opioid
addiction

Opioid addiction is on
the rise, and effects more
than just those who are
addicted. The Westland
Police Department would
like the public to know
about the Families
Against Narcotics,
(FAN), chapter that has
been formed in Wayne
County.

“Families feel embar-
rassed and ashamed that
their loved ones are
struggling with this dis-
ease, and they isolate and
withdraw. What they
really need to do is reach
out for help.” Andy Hop-
son, a Livonia resident
who lost his son to the
opioid epidemic.

The organization is
dedicated to eliminating
the stigma associated
with addiction and pro-
viding families strug-
gling with the disease the
support and resources
they need.

Westland Police Chief
Jeff Jedrusik is an ad-
visory board member of
the committee, whose
members include other
members of law enforce-
ment, concerned citizens,
families of those affected
by addiction, and leaders
in healthcare, education,
business, and religon.

The first meeting of
the Wayne County FAN
chapter is scheduled to
take place on April 10, at
6:30 p.m. at the Life-
Church Annex located at
6900 N. Haggerty Road
in Canton. These meet-
ings are open and free to
the public.

1T you need help,
please take advantage of
this free program. For
more information, visit
www.families
againstnarcotics.org

Alfred Brock
Wayne
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College recruiting myths on docket

Recruiting Realities' Jack Renkens has can't-miss
message April 19 for students, parents and coaches

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

The college recruiting game some-
times is a dirty one, but Livonia student-
athletes and their parents have a unique
chance to get the clean scoop about
what's in it for them.

In his presentation “The Realities of
College Athletic Recruiting,” Jack Ren-
kens, a motivational speaker and author
from Recruiting Realities, will break it
all down at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 19,
in the Livonia Franklin auditorium.

The free presentation, which will last
about 50 minutes, is for student-athletes
from Franklin, Livonia Churchill and
Livonia Stevenson — as well as parents
and coaches.

Renkens, a former college coach, will
tee off on a couple of important trends,
including about parents who are unre-
alistic and critical of coaches.

“This event has been at Churchill in
recent years,” Churchill athletic direc-
tor Marc Hage said. “We have Jack visit

CYO SOFTBALL

us every four or five years. It is bene-
ficial because he gives parents a very
realistic perspective about the both the
recruiting process and where their
child actually fits into it — and if they
even do.

“Also, he tells parents how to pro-
ceed ifit is their child's desire to pursue
collegiate opportunities.”

According to a press release, Livonia
Public Schools made the investment to
the community “to provide our student-
athletes and parents with information
about playing college athletics.

“This event is designed for every
high school parent and their student-
athlete. If your son or daughter truly
has aspirations to play at the college
level, this is a ‘can’t-miss’ event.”

Two popular myths that Renkens will
debunk are that only top athletes should
consider college athletics and that they
must hold off until junior year of high
school to start revving up their commu-
nications with recruiters.

According to Recruiting Realities,

RECRUITING REALITIES

Jack Renkens, a motivational speaker, author and former college coach, will break down the
realities of recruiting April 19 for Livonia district student-athletes.

those myths are as follows:

» Myth 1: That the time to gear up
recruiting efforts is late in the junior
year. Reality: The best time to start is
freshman year.

» Myth 2: Only the top athletes can
expect to get opportunities. Reality:
There are great schools all over the
country looking for good athletes, good
students and good kids right now.

The first five coaches that Renkens

NIGHT COURT

Judge Mike Gerou’s ‘day job
is at 35th District Court,
but he relishes coaching

Good Counsel softball

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

As a judge or softball coach, Mike
Gerou loves holding court.

Not only is Gerou a longtime judge
at 35th District Court in Plymouth, but
he also guides and directs young peo-
ple in another way — as the new varsi-
ty softball coach at Our Lady of Good
Counsel.

Whether wearing his black robe
inside the courthouse or his green and
gold Crusaders garb out on the softball
field, he loves to connect and commu-
nicate.

“1 don't even know if they know,”
Gerou said when asked in his trophy-
laden chambers about whether any of
his players knows he's a judge in his
day job. With a hearty laugh, he joking-
ly added that “in a few years they
might.”

All kidding aside, Gerou couldn’t
wait to get his new team out on the
practice field at Farrand Elementary
School in Plymouth to practice every-
thing from bunting to sliding.

The Crusaders open the season with
games Saturday against Dearborn
Divine Child and Sunday against Livo-
nia’s St. Michael Catholic School.

He's no stranger to coaching soft-
ball, having founded and coached the
successful program at All Saints
Catholic School in Canton. In a three-
year span there, his teams went 29-1.

Travel teams have benefited from
his coaching over the years, including
renowned programs such as the PC
Pride and Livonia Storm.

And in 2015, he was the junior varsi-
ty coach at OLGC. He had to give it up
for a season last spring, because it was
his daughter Elaine’s final year of col-

lege softball at Schoolcraftand “I
didn’'t want to miss her games.”

Helping the kids

Now that he is the Crusaders varsity
coach, does Gerou worry about having
enough time what with his duties at
35th District Court? He said he'd find a
way to make it all work because he
flat-out loves coaching the sport.

“Nah, I'm type A, terminally type

See GEROU, Page B2
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Despite recovering from recent shoulder
surgery. Our Lady of Good Counsel softball
coach Mike Gerou (above) enthusiastically
plays catch with a Crusaders player during
practice.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Even when Mike Gerou is in his judge's
chambers at 35th District Court in Plymouth,

an overflowing trophy showcase reminds him

and visitors about his "second" career.

meets April 19 will receive a compli-
mentary copy of his latest book.

For more information, go to the web-
site recruitingrealities.com.

Also, interested people can contact
Recruiting Realities vice president
Lucy Cohen at 800-242-0165 or email
lucy@recruitingrealities.com.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

PREP SOFTBALL PREVIEW

Patriots
ready to hit

ground
running

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

As far as Livonia Franklin softball
coach Brittany Grys is concerned,
last season was a mulligan for her
and the Patriots.

Grys was hired to take over the
team shortly before the 2016 season
began, which didn't give her suffi-
cient lead time to work with players.
The Patriots finished 9-29, falling in
the district finals to Garden City.

But in Year 2, she expects things
to be much more settled.

“The team will be more compet-
itive this year especially with league
games,” Grys said. “Last year's close-
to-season hire date didn't leave much
time to work in the off-season before
tryouts and games.

“The off-season workouts have
made a huge impact with the team
and leadership already this year.”

Franklin will look to make noise in
the KLAA South Division with a trio
of team captains leading the way.

Those include senior catcher and

ower bat Brooke Garbarino, senior
infielder-outfielder Melissa Ferrier
and junior pitcher-shortstop Miyah
Smith.

“Miyah was our starting shortstop
last year,” Grys said. “We will utilize
her glove again this year but she will
be our starting pitcher after stepping
up and taking on a critical role for
the team.”

Also back and expected to be key

See FRANKLIN, Page B2

TOM BEAUDOIN
A key returnee for the Patriots is Miyah
Smith, shown during a 2016 game.
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Patterson will

Garden City softball
lineup will feature
interchangeable parts
early in season

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Yes, the Garden City
Cougars have some all-
state-sized holes to fill,
thanks to the graduations
of shortstop Kaylen Glen-
field and outfielder Am-
ber Swisher.

And don't forget that
all-conference catcher
Mikaela Smolar is now at
Schoolcraft College.

But veteran head
coach Barry Patterson
isn't fretting too much,
because the Cougars also

WOMEN'S WORLDS
)
It’s on

American top Finland
to advance in tourney

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Although the ice was
tilted toward the Finland
goal Monday night —
with a wide edge in scor-
ing chances — the U.S.
Women's National Team
found itself in a 3-3 tie
with 11 minutes left.

Needing a victory to
ensure a spot in the
semifinal round of the
2017 1IHF Women'’s
World Championships at
USA Hockey Arena in
Plymouth, center Han-
nah Brandt and her line-
mates sensed the urgen-
cy and opportunity.

“We taiew it was go-
ing to be a battle going
into it and we knew that
after they got that third
goal that we were going
to need another one to
win the game,” said
Brandt, who scored the
winning goal in Team
USA's 5-3 victory. “So
our line looked at each
other. We said, ‘We got
the next one.’

GEROU

Continued from Page B1

A,” Gerou said, laughing
again. “I'm a driven
person. But I'm really
passionate about coach-
ing softball. I like coach-
ing kids, | love the game
of softball and it's a
great opportunity to
impart life’s lessons to
these kids.

“Not only (about)
hard work, but that put-
ting in the extra effort
pays off. Also, attention
to detail, setting lofty
goals, believing in your-
self, believing in your
teammates, putting a
plan in place and every
day you work to get
better and better.”

At any rate, he
doesn't have far to trav-
el from the courthouse
to adjacent Massey
Field, where the Crusad-
ers play home games.

“It's a great (zf)portu-
nity,” Gerou said. “The
city of Plymouth takes
care of Our Lady of
Good Counsel. It's a
fabulous field to play
on.”

Gerou said he was
“honored” to be asked to
take over the team, com-
posed mostly of seventh-
and eighth-graders. Last
year, the Crusaders had
a rough go of it (1-8-1)
against Catholic Youth
Organization opponents
in their initial foray into
varsity play.

“Some of the girls
were saying they didn't
know if they liked soft-
ball anymore, that sort
of thing,” Gerou said.
“So | ran into Mike Rior-
dan (Circuit Court of
Appeals judge) and said,
‘Hey, if anybody’d be
looking for a coach, let
me know.'

“I'm very excited to
do so. | get a chance to
coach a lot of the girls |
coached two years ago.
There’s some new ones
as well, but I'm excited
for the opportunity.”

TOM BEAUDOIN
Alissa Turnbull will do some
pitching for the Cougars.
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mix and match with Cougars

have some pretty good
players coming back
from the 2016 team that
went 23-16 and won a
regional title.

“We're going to be
competitive,” Patterson
said. “Depth-wise, | think
we're probably as good as
anybody in the league if
you look at I-to-10 in the
lineup.”

The defending Wayne
Westland Athletic Confer-
ence Red Division cham-
pions boast a balanced
lineup, as well as strong
defense and pitching.
Those components usu-
ally result in victories.

“We have a couple
returners coming back to
the outfield who are go-
ing to catch it well for
us,” Patterson said. “I feel
pretty comfortable about

that.”

He listed those out-
fielders as seniors Britta-
ny Radtke and Aleea
Montgomery and sopho-
more Megan Glaser.

Patterson also can call
on junior Kamryn Dun-
ham to log time in the
outfield, when she isn't
helping out at the catch-
er’s position.

On the mound will be
junior starter April Ru-
dolph, who already has
two seasons in the circle
under her belt.

“(Rudolph) started as a
freshman and as a sopho-
more, so she has a lot of
game experience,” Pat-
terson said. “Not an over-
powering pitcher, she
locates the ball well,
doesn’'t walk people, gives
us opportunities to be in

every game.

“She doesn't get a ton
of strikeouts, so that's
why it's real important
that we catch the ball
behind her.”

Also ready to share the
pitching load are senior
Alissa TUmbull and ju-
nior Aubrey Boston.

TUrnbull will start
somewhere in the infield
most of the time, al-
though Patterson said he
is still trying to deter-
mine which players will
play where.

Also in the infield mix
are power-hitting senior
Alicia Ascencio, junior
Natalie Billings and even
Radtke, not to mention
varsity junior newcomer
Amanda Kesson (also
vying for the starting
catcher’s job).

If Kesson isn't catch-
ing, behind the plate will
be freshman Emma
Gausden, senior Shelby
Casey or Dunham.

Radtke, Montgomery
and Glaser will be the
main outfielders, but
Patterson has several
options when needed.

Those players who
might help out in the
outfield include juniors
Olivia Polak, Cortni
Mowrer, Amy Portner,
Kesson, Dunham, sopho-
more Libby Spears and
freshman Siena Sanchez-
Condash.

Both Spears and San-
chez-Condash also can
chip in at infield posi-
tions.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmith_Sports

to semis for U.S. Women’s National Team

“It was pretty soon
after that third goal that
they got that we came
back and were able to
put one in. It was nice
that we were able to get
itback quick and our
line was itching for a
goal.”

With the win, the U.S.
moves on to the semi-
final game set for 7:30
p.m. Thursday against
the winner of Tuesday's
Russia-Germany prelim-
inary round match-up.
Also Thursday, at 3:30
p.m., Canada will square
off against either Fin-
land or Sweden.

To the net

On the deciding goal,
U.S. defenseman Gigi
Marvin threaded a pass
from the left corner to
Brandt charging in front
of the blue paint.

As Brandt lunged
forward, she mustered
enough on the re-direct
to slip the puck past
Finland goalie Noora
Raty, who kept her team
in it with a 35-save per-
formance.

“1 just went to the net
and Gigi found my

THE GEROU FILE

stick,” Brandt said. “I
really just had to get
enough on it and it trick-
led in.”

But the victory was
not yet signed, sealed
and delivered. The U.S.
needed to kill off a sub-
sequent five-on-three
situation for a span of
1:35.

There were several
factors behind the penal-
ty kill.

Goaltender Alex Rigs-
by (21 saves), who wasn’t
tested as much as Raty,
came up with several
timely stops.

On defense, Farming-
ton's Megan Keller out-
muscled Finland for-
wards for possession of
the puck behind the net.
And players such as
forward Kendall Coyne
seemingly were every-
where to get in shooting
lanes.

Clinching the win,
before 1,368 fans, was an
empty-netter at the 19-
minute mark by Joce-
lyne Lamoureux.

“No. 1, we had Rigsby,
who made some big
saves," U.S. head coach
Robb Stauber said.

Who: Mike Gerou, new varsity softball coach at Our Lady of

Good Counsel in Plymouth.

He's a vet: Gerou previously coached at OLGC in 2015, head-
ing up the IV softball team. He helped found All Saints Catho-
lic School in Canton and was softball coach there for several

seasons.
Community leader: The Canton

resident is president of

Catholic Youth Organization athletics at All Saints, has
coached various community youth sports over two decades
(including several nationally ranked fast-pitch softball teams)

and was the first president of the
Baseball and Softball Association.

Greater Canton Youth

Meet the judge: Gerou was elected in November 2002 to

serve as a 35th District Courtjudg
in that position.

e in Plymouth. He remains

Meet the coach: He has an extensive background as a travel
softball coach, including successful stints with the PC Pride,

Livonia Storm, Queens of Diamon:

ds and Michigan Strategy.

Meet the Crusaders: His first OLGC varsity team includes
players Sydney Marx, Madeline Stone, Zara Post, Clare Baker,
Nikita Moore, Olivia Haass, Sophia Hogan, Rachel Paulin,
Sarah Ellsworth, Fiona Riordan and Maria Plencner.
Coaching staff: Helping out Gerou will be OLGC main assis-

tant coach Karyn Paulin, along with team manager Karen

Baker. Daughter Elaine and son Nolan also will be helping out
as assistant coaches. His oldest son is Mites.

Home games: The Crusaders will play home contests at
Massey Field, a softball's throw away from Gerou's chambers.

Don't worry

afraid of throwing to the

wrong base or dropping

His first goal is for
players to get just as
excited about playing
softball. Gerou intends
on making sure they
play hard and not be

a pop fly.

“I've been coaching

kids sports for 20 years,
fast pitch softball for
about a dozen years,”
Gerou said. “I think a

RENA LAVERTY | USA HOCKEY
Team USA's Kendall Coyne
(right) congratulates
goal-scorer Hilary Knight.

“You're going to need
that on a five-on-three.
And the key was we, for
the most part, kept the
shots off-angle.

“You're going to have
to give up something. It's
impossible to not give up
a shot. So if you're going
to, you want it off-angle
and you want it off to the
outside.”

According to Stauber,
his team (now 3-0 in the
Women's Worlds) was
strong on defense and
had its best scoring
chances so far during
the tourney. Yet, for a

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Our Lady of Good Counsel
softball coach Mike Gerou
shows his team how it's
done during practice last
week.

mistake a lot of coaches
make is they try to teach
kids to not make mis-
takes. What you have is
kids freeze. The last
thing you want them to
do is be afraid of mak-
ing mistakes.

“1 tell them, ‘Hey,
we're going to make
mistakes. We're going to
make really aggressive
mistakes. We're going to
overcome those mis-
takes by playing an ag-
gressive style of ball.”

During early practice
sessions, Gerou and his
coaching staff — which
includes Elaine (a for-
mer Plymouth High
School softball standout)
and son Nolan — worked
with the Kids on sliding
technique.

To helg cushion the
learning blow, so to
speak, players were
outfitted in brand new
sliding pads.

“One of the biggest
problems you have with
young players, boys and

while, the game was up
for grabs.

“1 did mention to the
Blayers that we've all

een in games like this
before where you look
up at the shot clock,"
Stauber said. “It can be
lopsided. But on the
other hand, the score
matters. It's not just
shots on goal.

“So we've all been in
games like that before
and, the critical thing is,
when it is lopsided, that
you still come out on
top.”

Group effort

One of the key per-
formers for the U.S. was
forward Hilary Knight,
who scored two of her
team’s three power-play
goals.

“It helps to have a
veteran presence when-
ever you're ateamina
big tournament on a
world stage,” Knight
said. “But | think the
beautiful thing about our
team is that we can get
everyone going.

“And when we get
everyone going, (we're)
tough to stop.”

girls is, come spring and
the ground’s still hard —
and they haven't ever
done this before —
they're afraid to slide,”
he said. “If you can't
slide, you're never going
to run the bases aggres-
sively, so they bought
some sliding pads. In
our indoor practices,
we've done extensive
work on sliding.”

Whether those ses-
sions will help the Cru-
saders rack up wins and
victories remains to be
seen.

Game of life

But Gerou is more
interested in coaching
up kids so they can add
to a different kind of
victory column. He
wants them to be re-
spectful and go about
their business the right
way.
“We have two team
mottos,” Gerou said.
“One, we respect every-
body. We respect our
teammates, we respect
our opponents, we re-
spect the coaches, the
umpires, the parents.
And we fear no one

“The other team mot-
to is every day, in every
way, we're getting bet-
ter and better. As long
as we're seeing im-
provement every day,
things just take care of
themselves. We'll be
OK.”

Meanwhile, according
to Gerou the judge,
there is another un-
derlying reason it is
essential for young peo-
ple to have a purpose
and a place to be.

“If they don't get
anything else out of this,
find something in life
you're passionate
about,” Gerou said.
“Just pursue your pas-
sions.”

That's what Gerou
does and he has no in-
tentions of slowing down
anytime soon.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Knight, however,
added that although the
atmosphere in Plymouth
has been “fun,” it would
be even better with more
spectators in the seats.

“I'd like to see more
fans,” Knight said. “But
the fans are fantastic
and I'm looking forward
to a bigger crowd next
time (in the semifinals).”

The U.S. also is as-
sured of playing Friday,
either in the bronze med-
al game (3:30 p.m.) or
gold medal game (7:30
p.m.). ]

Also scoring for the
U.S. was Coyne, on a
power play at 3:33 of the
second period, to snap a
1-1 tie.

Amanda Kessel's shot
from the left circle was
blocked, but the puck
caromed over to Coyne
near the right post. She
collected it and jammed
it home.

Tickets remain on
sale at the USA Hockey
Arena box office or on-
line at 2017women-
sworlds.com.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

FRANKLIN

Continued from Page Bl

contributors are junior
first baseman Sarah Her
and junior outfielder
Tara Trujillo. The coach
said both Her and Trujillo
are outstanding hitters,
combining for power and
average.

The Patriots also boast
junior returnees Emily
Johnson and Alanah Kir-
wan.

“They will be an effec-
tive combo for us both in
the infield and outfield,”
Grys said. “They already
have visible improve-
ments from last season
both offensively and
defensively.”

A promising group of
varsity newcomers also
have the second-year
coach optimistic about
this season.

Sophomores Haley
Bennett and Aubrey
Wiacek and freshman
Maddison Reynolds
“bring new energy to the
team and will be key
players for us. For being
newcomers to the team
they are stepping up and
giving the returners
some major competition
in all areas of the game.
Haley will also see time
behind the plate.”

Helping out in the
pitcher's circle will be
Junior Jordan Berger and
sophomore Lauren D'An-
gelo.

“Lauren has a strong
bat and will be utilized in
the lineup frequently,”
Grys said. “Both girls put
in consistent work in the
off-season to improve
consistency and speed in
their pitching.”

Providing versatility
will be sophomore catch-
er-outfielder Olivia Napi-
er, while junior utility
player Ashley Kent re-
turns after missing last
year due to shoulder
surgery.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmith_Sports
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Area WWAC teams eye improvement

Check out the
preseason outlook for
Redford Union,
Redford Thurston and
Livonia Clarenceville

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

For Redford Union's
Randall Taylor it can only
be categorized as a maid-
en voyage in his coaching
career.

The varsity boys bas-
ketball coach is now in
charge of the varsity
girls softball program
taking the reins over
from Debbie Fitrakis,
who stepped down fol-
lowing three seasons.

“It's a new experience,
anew journey and it's my
first opportunity with the
girls,” Taylor said. “It's
totally different than
coaching the boys. With
the girls I've learned
they're more receptive
and they follow direc-
tions. They love it.
They've been showing up
and working hard.”

Last season, RU was
eliminated in the Division
2 district tournament by
eventual state semifinal-
ist Livonia Ladywood,
15-0, in three innings.

The Panthers lost two
key players to graduation
in Cashmiere Jones and
Kioyanna Hardin, but
have several players
returning led by senior
first baseman Kaitlin
Bastianelli, who Taylor
says, “can hitand field it
pretty well.”

Another key returnee
is senior shortstop-sec-
ond baseman Sophie
Kanar, who “can hit and
play all over,” according
to Taylor.

Meanwhile, Danna
Mejia, an infielder and
outfielder, is the best
returning junior joined
by Lindsey Pfirrmann
(pitcher-infielder), Bri-
anna Clapham (pitcher-
utility) and Destini Syl-
vester (outfielder-infield-
er). Sophomore Caitlyn
Kenney will also add
depth at catcher, but can
also play in the infield
and outfield.

Jordan Bryant, a
freshman infielder-out-
fielder, also shows prom-

BRAD EMONS

RU's top returnees include (bottom) Caitlyn Kenney, Destini Sylvester (top left) and Brianna

Clapham.

ise.

“She's a travel player
and by the time she'sa
senior college scouts will
be all over her,” Thylor
said of the ninth-grader.

RU will be playing up
in the Blue Division of
the Western Wayne Ath-
letic Conference chal-
lenged by the likes of
Garden City, Belleville,
Dearborn, Dearborn
Edsel Ford and Dearborn
Heights Annapolis.

“We're just hoping to
come out and compete
and lay a foundation for
the program,” Taylor
said. “We want to get
these girls playing at a
high level, and playing
hard every day, and we'll
build from there. We
haven't a chance to
scrimmage with the
weather and everything.
We've only had a couple
of chances to go outside
and practice.”

Clarenceville
New coach Ed Young
takes over the Trojans'

Keller is enjoying
time with Team USA

Farmington native’s
defensive stalwart

Marty Budner

hometownlife.com

Megan Keller is hav-
ing the time of her life
playing hockey.

The 20-year-old Far-
mington native couldn’t
be happier playing in the
2017 International Ice
Hockey Federation
(11HF) World Champi-
onships right in her own
backyard. Keller is dis-
playing her world-class
defensive skills for the
U.S. Women's National
Team in front of many
familiar faces this week
atthe USA Hockey Arena
in Plymouth.

“I have quite a few
family and friends who
have come to the games,
my immediate family and
the people who just live
around here and grew up
playing in Honeybaked,"
said Keller, the only
Michigan player on the
23-person roster. “The
hockey community is so
small and so tight-knit
that you kind of recognize
everybody and get to
know everybody.”

Kellerand her USA
teammates wrapped up
the annual tournament's
preliminary round with a
perfect 3-0 record after
hanging on to defeat Fin-
land, 5-3, in atough game
Monday night. The Amer-
icans recorded shutouts
over arch rival Canada
(2-0) and Russia (7-0) in
their first two games.

Keller didn't register
any points in those three
games, but has played

strong as a tall, lanky

defenseman who brings a

physical presence to the

team. The 5-foot,ll-inch
left-hand-
ed shoot-
ing Keller
also plays
an impor-
tant role as
a penalty
killerand
logs pow-
er-play
time.

“The one thing I try
and use to my advantage
is my size and my stick.”
Keller said. “It really
helps me out when people
are coming down one-on-
one. That's something you
want to use to your ad-
vantage. You want to see
the ice and get the puck
quickly to your team-
mates and that is always a
great trait to have.”

Coach: Megan is
‘solid’

USA head coach Robb
Stauber, a former goalie
at the University of Min-
nesota in his first year
guiding the team, said
Keller fits right into the
system.

“As a staff we spend
time evaluating our ‘D’
after every game and it's
been really good. Our ‘D’
has been solid and
(Megan'’s) abig part of it,”
said Stauber, who has
been involved with the
women's national team in
some capacity since 2010.
“The greatest thing about
Megan is, any athlete is
going to (make mistakes),
it's not a perfect game.
And she has great instinct
when something doesn't
go her way, how she can

program after Joe De-
Caire stepped down after
18 seasons.

Young has coached on
the summer travel circuit
with both the Romulus
Top Flyte and Canton
Thunderbirds. He was
also an assistant coach at
Romulus High from 2009-
2013.

Clarenceville (5-19)
lost Kylee Hammond to
graduation, but returns
seven players from a
year ago led by sopho-
more third baseman Erin
Koss and sophomore
second baseman Mary
Hammond.

Other returnees in-
clude sophomore pitcher
Emily Schmidt, who will
be the No. 1 starter, ju-
nior outfielder Shelby
Smith, junior catcher
Skyler Srock, sophomore
utility Autumn Farr and
sophomore catcher Shan-
non Bullock.

Junior Ashley Kato, a
transfer from Redford
Union, will provide depth
at pitcher, first base and

outfield.

The Trojans have also
added two promising
freshmen in Skylin
Shourd, a shortstop, and
Cassidy Galvin, who can
play a number of posi-
tions.

“Skylin is fast and has
a good arm, she can hit
and slap," said Young,
who is carrying 23 play-
ers, including 17 on varsi-
ty. “We also have what we
call an ‘athlete’ in Cassi-
dy. She's run track,
played volleyball and
basketball, and she's very
good at softball, and she’s
never played. It's her
first year and she’s al-
ready in the starting
lineup.”

Clarenceville will
compete in the Red Divi-
sion of the WWAC along
with Romulus, Dearborn
Heights Crestwood,
Dearborn Fordson, Red-
ford Thurston and Dear-
born Heights Robichaud.

“l always set goals
high and I'm expecting to
win the division,” Young

JUNFU HAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Megan Keller (5), a Farmington native, is playing in her third
world championship as a member of the U.S. Women's

National Team.

recover.

“Incredible instinct to,
‘Oh-oh, I'm going to stop,
I’'m going to return and
I'm going to figure out
how to make this play
better that didn’t go the
way | wanted it to.’ That's
her instinct. Where, there
are some people that
maybe make a mistake,
and they go ‘Darn.’ And
then it's too late. It's gotto
be just automatic return,
and that's what she does
so well for us.

“l assume she picked
that up from when she
was a kid, you know?.
She’s a gifted player.”

Keller attended Our
Lady of Sorrows ele-
mentary school and
Dunckel Middle School
before graduating from
North Farmington High
School in 2014. She was
introduced to hockey by
her older brother Ryan
who played at Novi De-
troit Catholic Central
High School and then in
college at Michigan State

University from 2012-16.

Keller said she played
the game as a youngster
with Ryan and his friends
and later learned to de-
fend herself while play-
ing recreational hockey
on the Farmington Fire
and Livonia Knights boys
teams up through the
pee-wee level. She even-
tually played with the
girls teams in the well-
known Honeybaked or-
ganization.

“Neither of my par-
ents played hockey, buta
few of the kids in the
neighborhood did and
that's when my brother
started playing,” Keller
said. “Of course, being
the younger sister, |
wanted to do everything
he did. And, that's kind of
how I got started in hock-
ey. We always played
mini-sticks and roller
hockey out in the street.
He was always nice
enough to let me tag
along.

“Playing with the boys

BRAD EMONS

First-year Clarenceville softball coach Ed Young returns
sophomore second baseman Mary Hammond (right).

said. “That's what I've set
the goal for this year is to
win the division. But
that's as far as we can go
this year because we're
short on pitching.”

Thurston

Third-year coach Scott
Gray hopes to build off
last year's 6-4 finish in
the WWAC's Red Divi-
sion.

The Eagles, who went
7-7 overall, lost three
players to graduation
including starting pitcher
Rachel Pegouske, short-
stop Chelsea Williams
and left fielder Kianna
Shephard.

“We lost three valu-
able pieces, but we have a
nice core coming back,
and with our freshmen,
it's one of our better
groups,” Gray said.
“Romulus finished first
in our division and we
tied Crestwood for sec-
ond, so this year we hope
for more of a turn-
around.”

Junior third baseman-
catcher Ivory Mamo, a
two-time team MVP, is
back for her third season
starting after hitting .636
and .705 the past two
seasons. She was also the
team'’s RBI leader.

Other key returnees
included senior center
fielder Ronay Peguies
(.500), senior first base-
man Sydney Thylor
(.380), senior catcher-
utility Gillian Drake and
senior left fielder Angel
Williams.

Among the promising
sophomore newcomers to
the varsity include An-
drielle Davis (shortstop),
Devan Robinson (second
base) and Makayla Hinz

and with Honeybaked
really helped me improve
my skills. And, | think it
brought out the physical
part of the game by play-
ing with my older broth-
er. You have to learn
quickly to hold your own
and that's one thing that
I'm thankful for, that he
let me tag along with him
and his friends. That
really helped me hone my
game.”

Honing game at BC

Keller's hockey career
has blossomed at Boston
College where she recent-
ly completed her junior
season.

In her first three years
at the Jesuit Catholic
school in Chestnut Hills,
Mass., Keller was named
First-team All-American
twice and earned First-
Team Hockey East all-
star honors twice. As a
freshman she made the
Hockey East All-Rookie
Team, as a sophomore she
was voted Hockey East's
best defenseman and this
year she won the presti-
gious Cammi Granato
Award as Hockey East's
top player.

Keller is one of BC's
leading offensive players
having registered 115
points in three years with
26 goals and 89 assists.
She led the Eagles this
past season with a plus-36
and was second in penalty
minutes with 28.

“I think just the oppor-
tunities that | had playing
around here in Michigan
and playing for Hon-
eybaked helped me get to
Boston College which has
a great hockey program,”
said Keller, who is work-
ing on acommunications
major. “Boston College
has helped me develop as
aplayer.”

That development
continues with USA hock-

ey.

(outfield-first base-DH).

Leading the freshman
class is pitcher-first base-
man Laura Korff, whom
Gray says has “the most
velocity and control,”
along with pitcher Jane
Dillon.

“Our biggest problem
since I've been coaching
at Thurston the last three
is that we don't have your
textbook pitching pros-
pect,” Gray said. “The
last two years I've had a
couple of girls that could
get the ball over the
plate. Pegouske kind of
blossomed to where she
knew where she could get
herself out of trouble, but
we've never had a quality
55-t0-60 mph throwing
pitcher. Most of our kids
have had to piece meal it
together because they
haven't been doing it
very long.”

Other freshman
prospects include Devon
Roe (infield-outfield),
Julia Miller (pitcher-
outfield-infield), Heav-
enly Yarber (outfield-
second base) and Briana
Sterbenz (pitcher-utility).

“My biggest thing that
| hang my hat on, and
that | tell the kids all
time, is that you have to
get it over the plate and
let the other team hit the
ball, then we can put
them out,” Gray said.
“Our defense is pretty
solid when we can put the
ball in play. And our bats
usually come through for
us. We've hit some pretty
good pitcher. We're hop-
ing to take another step
forward. I'm hoping we
can give Romulus a run
for their money at the
league leader spot.”

Keller played in the
IIHF's 18-under women's
world championships in
2014 and then was pro-
moted to the U.S. Wom-
en’s National Team in
2015. In her two seasons
with the national team,
she's registered three
goals and three assists for
eight points in the world
championships. While
Keller does not score as
much with the national
team, she has earned a
regular spot in the defen-
sive rotation.

Quite remarkably,
Keller has thus far not
lost a game in the world
championships with the
national team. She was a
member of both the 2015
and 2016 teams which
captured gold medals.
Including this year, the
U.S. women have won 17
straight tournament
games.

“It was always a
dream of mine to play
(for the women's national
team),” Keller said. “It's
definitely something I've
been working towards
throughout my hockey
career.

“This is an amazing
opportunity and an honor
to be able to play with the
women'’s national team.
To represent your coun-
try and play for a gold
medal, especially in your
own country is something
special. | hope we can get
it done and I look forward
to the upcoming games.”

Kellerand her team-
mates next play 7:30 p.m.
Thursday against Germa-
ny in the semifinals.

1f the USA women
defend their world cham-
pionship, Keller will be
accepting her third gold
medal in front of family
and friends in the city
where she learned to play
the game. What a cher-
ished memory that will
be.
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NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 vYr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage 138560 (734) 707-8877 4 0 3.25

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 4 0 3.25 0
AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.99 0 3.25 0
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.99 0 3.125

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 4.125 0 3.375

Fifth Third Bank 403245  (800) 792-8830 4.125 0 3.375 0
Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 4.125 0 3.25 0
Ross Mortgage 107716  (248) 282-1602 4.375 0 3.5 0
Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 4.25 0.25 3.5 0

Above Information available as of 3/31/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a
$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment
calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 Phase
7 Animals with
two legs
13 Eyelash
makeup
20 1960s space
program
21 Earhart in a
cockpit
22 Hires
23 218 or more
seats in
Congress
[BROWN]
25 Simple tunes
26 16th-cen.
nun of Avila
27 Bird of New
Zealand
29 Magazine for
a fashionista
30 “SCTV" hit
31 Heart-
tugging
facet of a
media story
[SIMONE]
36 Oral health
org.
39 Wed
41 Heighten
42 Verses
using visual
devices
[GABRIEL]
48 Golden
Arches
sandwiches
with
barbecue
sauce

1= 3 4

52 Person held
in custody

53 —dieu
(prayer
bench)

54 Seoul's
region: Abbr.

55 King, in Nice

56 Certain
Greek

57 dare?"

59 2010 Kevin
Spacey film
[MITCHELL]

62 Sleuth’s
tidbit

64 Hailed car

66 Bus.
honcho

67 Wrist wear

68 Cod or koi

71 Romanian
tennis great
[SEDAKA]

75 Letters after

wyes

76 Artist for a
comic book

78 Up — point

79 Dieter's
target, often

80 Dr. —
(1990s TV
therapist)

82 Substantial
number
[CALLAS]

85"... —iron
bars a cage”

87 Salad
staple

91 Farm mother

5 6

92 Solder stuff 3 Look sulky
93 Gulf republic 4 Nobody —
95 Switchboard (only mine)
worker 5 Store
97 Balkan assistant
republic 6 Marisa of
99 Warning Hollywood
message 7 Cabo's
[BENNETT] peninsula
101 Lover boy 8" believe," to
103 A bit warm texters
104 Bovine call 9 — diem
105 Setting of 10Wallach of
hearings Hollywood
for minors 11 NFL great
[DION] Mike
110 —tat-tat 12 “Know what
114 Algerian port I'm —2?"
115 Purim’s (“Get it?")
month 13 City north of
116 Lover's Mecca
tune 14 Vocalist
120 Ocelot, e.g. DiFranco
123 Supporting 15USMC
vocalists NCO
(or an apt 16 Provider of
alternate dishes
title for this 17 Quick-footed
puzzle) 18 Film rolls
127 Jack of 19 Thing of use
fitness fame 24 Sagacious
128 Wisdom 28 Slim and
goddess muscular
129 Ogle 31 Mod
130 Climbed, as 32 Idealistic
a rope 33 Painter
131 Not so fat Jan van
132 Disco effect der —
34 The Bard's
DOWN of
1 Oohs and — Athens”

2 Jaguar mark

35 Place in trust

mm7 8 9 10 11

36 “Black Ice"
rock band

37 Active sort

38 Stud fee?

40 It's a must

43 One behind
a batter

44 Oman's
currency
unit

45 Blah feeling

46 Muscle jerk

47 Wince at,

50 Lawn
bowling
game

51 Many
Punjabis,
religionwise

54 Mall station

58 Nauru and
Fiji's area

60 Pirate realm

61 Guy playing
bebop, say

63 John at the
piano

65 Purse

68 Shrill flutes

69 Dazzled

70 T-bar user

72 Bettor's slip

73 Less cloudy

74 Diner

77 Allotment

81 Whig's rival

83 Florida city

84 Capote, to
friends

12 mm113 14 15 16

86 Rice-A—
88 Thing split in
fission
89 Dog in Oz
90 Dunkable,
treat
94 Aleutian
island
96 San Diego
ball team
98 Actor
Fraser
99 Not single-
sex, as a
school
100 Decide (to)
102 Jubilant
105 Lower
cheeks
106 — the Hittite
107 Vocalist
Frankie
108 Rebels' ring
109 Sermonize
111 Seed cases
112 Basic belief
113 Fury
116 Argue
(with)
117 Streamlined,
for short
118 Uncolorful
119 Punta del —
121 Channel for
Jake Tapper
122 Meth- ender
124 Third of
a dance
move
125 Writer Kesey
126 Article in
Arles

17 18 19

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at
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Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues

provided in the boxes. The more numbers

you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!
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rind the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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ST. MARY MERCY
\/\/ LIVONIA

Saint Joseph Mebcy Health System

The Center for Joint Replacement

Are you living in pain?
Now is the time to

Rediscover your mobility.
To learn more,

The Center for Joint Replacement attend one of our
at St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a FREE Educational
comprehensive team approach Seminars

to your care. 6to 8 p.m.

Our expert staff will answer your Wednesday, April 19
questions, discuss joint pain, joint Thursday, May 25
replacement procedures, and implant Wednesday, June 21
options. Learn about our pre-surgical Classroom 10

classes, choosing a personal coach,
specialized physical therapy and
what to expect post-surgery.

To register for
a seminar, call
734-655-2400.
Our clinical expertise and team

approach means shorter hospital

stays, better pain management

and faster recovery.

For more information, visit
stmarymercy.org

Need Help

across all devices

Templated or customized website to meet
your business needs

Our websites are sleek and professional
with a focus on conversion best practices

Turn-key website solutions for any
sizes business

Michigan.com is the largest media and marketing company in Michigan.

Call our local team of experts today for your FREE Digital Business Analysis mtchigan
(248) 408-9501 or ernailjhayden@michigan.com

City of Livonia - 03/13/2017 Regular Meeting Synopsis

Present: Jolly, Bahr, Meakin, Brosnan and Kritzman

Absent: White and Mcintyre

Items were received and filed.

#89-17 Approving minutes of the 1,819th Regular Meeting of Council on February 27, 2017.

Vice-President Kritzman stated there is an X-item that will be discussed following tonight's
Agenda.

#90-17 Referring the subject of employee wellness to the Committee of the Whole.

#91-17 Authorizing final budget adjustments for the Fiscal Year ending November 30, 2016.
#92-17 Accepting the bid of Sci Floor Covering for carpet installation at the Livonia Senior
Center.

#93-17 Granting permission to co-sponsor Red, White and Barbeque Event at Greenmead.
#94-17 Accepting bid of ID Enterprises for design, three proofs, editing, printing and sorting
ofthe “L"” Magazine.

#95-17 Approving increase in senior golfrates for Fox Creek, Whispering Willows and Idyl
Wyld.

#96-17 Authorizing purchase four (4) Toro Zero Turn Mowers.

#97-17 Authorizing purchase four (4) John Deere TH 6x4 TurfVehicles (Gators).

#98-17 Authorizing one-year extension of the contract with Michigan Joint Sealing, Inc. for
2017 Joint and Crack Sealing Program (Contract 17-D).

First Reading was given to an ordinance adding Chapter 110 (Greenleaf Commission on
Sustainability) of Title 2 of the Livonia Code of Ordinances, as amended.

#99-17 Waiving City's Noise Ordinance to allow a car show with a DJ at 30200 Plymouth
Road, March 25, 2017 from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

#100-17 Suspending the rules for procedure.

#101-17 Authorizing an emergency purchase of one 2016 Pierce Ascendent 107' PUC Aerial
Quint Truck.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:57 p.m.
Full text of the official minutes is available in the Office of the City Clerk.

Susan M. Nash
Livonia City Clerk
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NO. 3026

AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 110 (GREENLEAF
COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY) OF TITLE 2 OF
L THE LIVONIA CODE OF ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.

THE CITY OF LIVONIA ORDAINS:

Section 1, Chapter 110 is hereby added to Title 2 ofthe Livonia Code of Ordinances, as
amended, which Chapter shall read as follows:

Section 2.110.010 Established

Section 2.110.020 Appointment of members—Compensation
Section 2.110.030 Election of officers

Section 2.110.040 Meetings—Rules of procedure—Accounts
Section 2.110.050 Powers and duties

Section 2.110.060 Other commission services

Section 2.110.070 Conflicts with other departments

Section 2.110.080 Compensation
Section 2.110.090 Annual report required

2.110.010 Established. A commission to promote energy efficiency, conservation and
environmentally friendly practices is established, to be known as the “Greenleaf Commission
on Sustainability”.

2.110.020 Appointment of members-Compensation. The Greenleaf Commission
on Sustainability (“commission”) may consist of up to seven (7) members appointed by the
mayor pursuant to the provisions of Section 2, Chapter V of the City Charter, to hold office
at the pleasure of the mayor. The director of public works or the director's designee shall be
an ex officio member of the commission. The members of the commission shall receive such
compensation as may be allowed by resolution ofthe city council.

2.110.030 Election of officers. The commission shall elect annually a chair, vice chair,
and secretary. The commission shall prescribe the duties of such officers.

2.110.040 Meetings—Rules of procedure—Accounts. The commission may hold six
(6) meetings per year during odd numbered months, shall designate the time and place thereof,
shall adopt its own rules of procedure, and shall keep a record of its proceedings. The chair of
the commission may call a special meeting with the approval of the director of the department
of public works (“director”) or the director's designee. A majority of the members appointed to
the commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of official business. Proper record
of accounts shall be kept of the receipts and expenditures of all money in accordance with
established city procedure.

2.110.050 Powers and duties. The powers and duties of the commission which shall
be exercised and performed as herein provided in accordance with the law and ordinances of
the city, shall be as follows:

A. Recommending environmentally friendly policies, practices, and procedures relative
to air quality, water management, energy consumption, green buildings, transportation
and connectivity, trash and recycling, land use, and neighborhoods;

B. Assisting in the evaluation of the adequacy of existing services of public and private
agencies that are actively engaged in promoting environmentally friendly practices,
education and development in the city;

C. Advising the mayor, city council, and director of public works regarding findings ofthe
commission;

D. Recommending action to the mayor and city council in the best interests of the
environment; and,

E. Providing information to the community regarding the commission’s aims, functions,
findings, and recommendations.

2.110.060 Other commission services. The commission shall, if requested by the
mayor or city council, perform any other services that the mayor and/or city council deem
advisable for the promotion of environmentally friendly practices.

2.110.070 Conflicts with other departments. Nothing herein contained shall
be presumed to infringe upon the powers and duties of the mayor, city council, or any city
department or in any way relieve any other city department of its responsibility under the
terms of the Charter and ordinances of the city or under the law.

2.110.080 Compensation. The members of the commission shall receive such
compensation as may be allowed by resolution of the city council.

2.110.090 Annual report required. On or before March 31 of each year, the
commission shall submit in writing to the mayor a summary of the goals and objectives that
it seeks to accomplish that year. The commission shall, on or before December 31 of each year,
make a written report to the city council and mayor relative to the work of the commission
during that year. The report shall be certified by the executive secretary, placed on record with
the city clerk, and published in such manner as the city council may direct. The commission
shall also make such other reports as the mayor and/or city council may require from time to
time.

Section 2. All ordinances or parts ofordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only
to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

Section 3, Should any portion of this ordinance be held invalid for any reason, such holding
shaa_ll not be construed as affecting the validity of any of the remaining portions of this
ordinance.

The above ordinance was passed at the regular meeting of the Council of the City of
Livonia held Monday, March 27, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.

Susan M. Nash, City Clerk
The foregoing ordinance was authenticated by me on this 28th day of March, 2017.
Dennis K. Wright, Mayor
Approved as to form:

Donald L. Knapp, Jr., City Attorney
Dated: March 28, 2017
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