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Petition to recall Godbout approved

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com

A petition seeking to recall
Westland City Council Presi-
dent James Godbout was ap-
proved Thursday by the Wayne
County Election Commission.

Resident Steve Boron had
submitted three petitions seek-
ing to recall Godbout. As a
reason for the recall, the pet-
itions cite the fact that God-
bout voted in favor of a city-
wide lighting assessment; that
he voted in 2016 to raise water
rates while being delinquent on
his own water bill; and that he
voted for a $10 million bond
issue to pay for a citywide
upgrade to smart meters.

Only one petition is allowed

to go forward
and the commis-
sion approved
the water rate
petition for cir-
culation — the
first petition
presented. The
petition will be
valid for 180
days, but signatures from reg-
istered voters must collected
within a 60-day period. Ap-
proximately 5,500 signatures
will be required to put the
recall on the ballot, a number
based on 75 percent of total
votes cast in Westland in the
last gubernatorial race. Boron
said he has about 40 people to
go door-to-door to gather signa-
tures.

Godbout

“Itis what it is. They (pet-
ition circulators) will go out
and say what they will say. I'll
deal with it as it goes along,”
said Godbout, first appointed
to fill a council vacancy in 2000
and first elected in 2001. “I
have to do what | feel is best. |
always have had the best in-
terest of the city as a whole at
heart.”

Under state law, the election
commission only considers
whether the petition language
is clear — it doesn't look at
whether the language is true or
accurate. In this case, Godbout
said as council president he
calls for a vote, but doesn’t
cast a vote unless there is aroll
call vote.

“The only vote that | cast

was for the lighting assess-
ment,” he said. “I had already
made payment arrangements
for the water bill.”

A 2012 change in state law
requires that a recalled candi-
date run against another candi-
date to keep their position.
Previously, there could have
been two elections — one to
decide if an official should be
recalled then, if needed, a sec-
ond to fill the vacated spot.

“They will try to get their
signatures. If they do, I'll run
in the fall and they won't be
able to recall me for the rest of
the term,” said Godbout, the
highest vote-getter in the last
two elections. “When I'm out in
stores or a restaurant, | geta
lot more positive feedback

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Caleb White gets a quick hug from Genesis House Il resident Christina Jones during a March 18 game night. Caleb is known by name by most of the
residents and they approach him easily to say hello.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN DETROIT:
‘BIG PART OF WHO | AM

Since age 6, Caleb White has been

reaching out to homeless people

Matt Jachman

hometownlife.com

At age 6, Caleb White was making a
difference where many others would look

away.

Caleb, now 14, a Northville resident and
a freshman at Catholic Central High
School in Novi, has for years been stop-
ping on Detroit street corners and at shel-
ters to ease the lives of homeless people.

“If I were in that position, | would want
help, too,” Caleb said during an eventat a

Detroit shelter.

“I guess | just like to help,” he added. “1
make a lot of friends here through volun-
teering. It's abig part of who I am.”

He is founder of the Caleb White Pro-
ject, a charitable organization with a two-
fold mission: to aid down-on-their-luck
people and to develop leadership skills
among young people that will equip them

to serve their communities.

“They need to eventually step up and

pass iton, too,” he said.

See CALEB, Page A3
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from people than negative. I'm
staying positive and will keep
doing what I've been doing."

In addition to the recall,
Boron said he is working on a
referendum to place a terms-
limit proposal on the ballot,
The proposal would be to limit
city elected officials to serving
a lifetime total of 12 years.
That petition requires 3,000
votes and would be submitted
to the city clerk, then forward-
ed for review by the Michigan
attorney general. If approved
by the attorney general, the
referendum could then go on
the ballot.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: ©LRogersObserver

Veterans
‘ramp’ up to
help other
veterans

LeAnne Rogers
hometownlife.com

A local veterans group is
working to provide handicap-
accessible ramps to Westland
veterans.

The Veterans of Westland, a
committee formed at the
Wayne-Ford Civic League, has
already built a couple of the
aluminum ramps and is raising
money to construct more. But
league president Vic Barra is
planning for a different type of
ramp program.

“The league would maintain
ownership of the ramps. They
are aluminum and fabricated
in a modular fashion in a com-
mon design,” Barra said. “So as
the ramps are returned when
the veterans no longer use
them, the ramp can be config-
ured with our inventory to
create ramps as needed for
other veterans.”

On the ramps built so far,
the veterans were able to get
the costs reduced from some
$5,000 to $6,000 to about
$2,500. The labor is donated
and Duo Guard provided the
materials at cost, Barra said.

Donations to the ramp pro-
gram covered the materials.
There have been individual
donations and support is being
sought from Westland charita-
ble groups. Any money left
after adoption fees are covered
at the Pets for Vets event will
be split between the Last Day
Dog Rescue and the veterans
ramp program.

Tara Cooper, who sells Ttip-
perware, is hosting a fundrais-
er for the Veterans of Westland
ramp program. She is donating
40 percent of profits on sales to
the group through March 30.
There is a special link that
must be used for the orders to
be tracked. There is a link on
the Veterans of Westland Face-
book page.

“The ramp costs the veter-
ans nothing. We have paralyz-
ed veterans with struggling
families,” Barra said. “We
build the ramps, we maintain
ownership of the ramp and we
maintain it. All the ramps are
built to ADA (Americans With
Disabilities Act) guidelines
with high-quality materials.”

Eventually, Barra said he
hopes the veterans will raise
enough funds to have stock on
hand for 8-10 ramps that could
be installed as needed at the
homes of local veterans. Some
veterans have a permanent
disability requiring the ramp,
he said, while others have a
temporary need after being
released from a hospital.

See RAMPS. Page A2
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Nankin Mills Inter-
pretive Center in the
historic Nankin Mills
Gristmill and Wayne
County Park’s Office at
33175 Ann Arbor Trail in
Westland.

Two indoor presenta-
tions for ages 12 to adult;
$3 per person, call Park
Office at 734-261-1990 to
pre-register:

Gristmill families of
Nankin Mills

»1-2:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 8

Nankin Mills operated
as a Gristmill (grinding
flour from grains) from
1842-1918. Many differ-
ent families owned and
operated the mill over
the years and lived in the

0 & E Media | Sunday, March 26, 2017

little house beside the
Mill. Learn the history of
our beautiful, historic
Mill and Miller's hous ,
longtime landmarks o
Ann Arbor Trail.

Wildflowers of
Southeastern
Michigan

»1-2:30 p.m. Saturc vy,
April 29

Not only are they
beautiful, but our nati e
wildflowers have fasc
nating folk stories. Yo
will learn how they wi ‘e
used in the past for fo ¢
medicine and other pi «
poses as well as intrig -
ing natural history of
some of our favorite
native wildflowers, su h
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You can't miss Frog Frenzy at Nankin Mills.

as how ants help to plant
trillium in the forest.
One program for the
whole family, ages 6 to
adult, $6 per child and $2
per adult, call Park Of-
fice at 734-261-1990 to

Join us to learn about
the many different kinds
of frogs that call Michi-
gan home and meet some
live frogs! Children will
create an amphibian
craft and then we will all

Follow us on Facebook: ©OEHometown
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pre-register:

venture outside to visit

our pond to catch and

Frog Frenzy
» 6-8 p.m. Saturday,
April 29

RAMPS

Continued from Page Al

“If a guy gets out of the Univer-
sity of Michigan Hospital and will
have three months in a wheelchair,
we want to install a ramp in one
week,” Barra said. “It takes 90-120
days on the VA (Veterans Admini-
stration) list. We’'ll take care of
Westland ramp. It's a good invest-
ment in the community.”

Word is getting out about the
ramp program. Barra said he re-
cently received a call from the son
of an 89-year-old World War Il Air
Force veteran who is in need of a
ramp in Westland.

“We will begin moving forward
on this needed ramp immediately.
My biggest concern is that the
demand will exceed supply,” Barra
said.

release some of our na-
tive frogs! Those in-
terested in more frog

adventures can follow
our Naturalist and car-
pool a few miles to an-
other site in Holliday
Nature Preserve to enjoy
the spring symphony of
frog romance.

Earth Day
Extravaganza

»1-4 p.m. Saturday,
April 22 (free; no regis-

hometownlife.com

tration required)

Join Nankin Mills for
a special day to cele-
brate all things Mother
Earth. Live animal
shows, music, crafts,
speakers, nutty nature
reenactors and educa-
tional demonstrations
will all be a part of the
family fun.

SUBMITTED

Volunteer labor builds ramps for area veterans. That includes Vic Barra, president of
the Wayne-Ford Civic League (left), Jim Hart, Westland Councilman Michael Kehrer

and Mike Londeau.
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Game night at homeless shelter: ‘Everyone’s equal

Matt Jachman

hometownlife.com

Saturday evening on
Detroit’s west side, in the
basement of a shelter for
homeless people.

Some have to be here,
some want to be here, but
people in both groups are
having a good time.

There’s pizza and pop,
games like Jenga, Con-
nect Four and Sequence,
plus the chance to hand-
paint a picture frame or a
birdhouse-shaped knick-
knack.

Players are talking
about their games or
plotting their moves,
young children are shout-
ing and running in the
hall chasing balloons. At
the crafts table, there’s
quiet conversation.

It's another family
game night sponsored by
the Caleb White Project,
a charitable organization
named for the Catholic

CALEB

Continued from Page Al

‘True heart of gold’

Caleb, with the sup-
port of family, friends,
classmates and volun-
teers and donors, plus the
backing of corporate
heavy hitters like Quick-
en Loans' Dan Gilbert,
offers people in need
direct aid in a variety of
ways. Among them:

» Each year since
2008, he’s gone to Detroit
at Christmas time to hand
out care packages, with
essentials like hats,
gloves, food, toiletries
and, more recently,
socks.

“We don't make them
feel embarrassed or any-
thing like that,” Caleb
said. “Usually, everybody
We come across is super
thankful.”

» Every summer since
2014, he and other volun-
teers set aside a day to
distribute backpacks
stuffed with school sup-
plies to Detroit children.
The back-to-school event
has become a miniature
carnival, with food,

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Longtime volunteer Pete Hayek (left) plays Sequence with
resident Artina Armstrong at Genesis House Il on March 18.

Central High School
freshman who's been
reaching out to homeless
people since he was 6.
Caleb and other volun-
teers, at least one Sat-
urday each month, visit
the shelter, Genesis
House 11, for games,
socializing and a pizza

games and activities, plus
free haircuts and man-
icures.

» At least one Sat-
urday each month, he and
his crew visit Genesis
House 11, a west-side
shelter for homeless
women and children
that's part of the Detroit
Rescue Mission. Young
people, the middle-aged
and seniors, black and
white, enjoy pizza and
pop, laugh and talk and
play games and work on
crafts.

“Everyone’s equal”
and people who normally
wouldn't socialize togeth-
er do so, said Pete Hayek
of Northville, who was
volunteering for the
March 18 game night.
“That's the magic of
game night.”

» Caleb and volunteers
in December threw a
Christmas party for
about 60 homeless mil-
itary veterans at another
DRM shelter. Sponsors
that included Domino’s
Pizza, Novi’'s Oak Pointe
Church and the Catholic
Central wrestling team
“adopted” veterans, pro-
viding each with a per-
sonalized gift package.
Caleb and other volun-

dinner.

“I have fun down
here,” said Artesha Da-
vis, who was attending
her third game night,
while at the crafts table.

Davis had just fin-
ished playing Sequence,
in which participants
draw playing cards and

teers had interviewed the
men beforehand to find
out their needs, wants —
and clothing sizes.

“Caleb White is dear to
our hearts. He is a young
man with a true heart of
gold,” Chad Audi, presi-
dent of Detroit Rescue
Mission Ministries, said
in an email. “Detroit
needs more difference-
makers like Caleb
White.”

Empathy started
early

Caleb’s concern start-
ed when he was 6.

“He saw somebody
sleeping outdoors on the
way home from the cir-
cus and wanted to build
him a house,” said his
mother, Melissa Kenne-
dy.
Y He also asked ques-
tions. “I didn’t know what
homelessness meant,”
Caleb said.

Later that year, before
Christmas, Caleb re-
turned to Detroit with
about 10 care packages,
handing them out to peo-
ple on the streets.

“That's when all of this
began,” he said. “Every
year after that, more
people got involved.”

Hood Combination with
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try to match them to
cards depicted on the
board in an effort to get
five matches in a row.
Daughter Takesha, 9,
won the game; Davis was
at the shelter with her
and another daughter,
Takela.

“Everything,” Davis
said when asked what
she likes about the
events. “Just being in the
room, talking with peo-
ple. I'm a people person.”

The game nights bring
together people of differ-
ent ages, races and expe-
riences and cross city-
suburban boundaries in a
personal way.

“Everyone's equal”
and people who normally
wouldn’t socialize togeth-
er do so, said Pete Hayek
of Northville, who was
volunteering for game
night March 18. “That'’s
the magic of game
night.”

Kim Winfrey was at

The effort’s reach
grew, too; Caleb's most
recent gift distribution,
in which he got help from
CC wrestlers, totaled
about 250 gifts.

Caleb helps without
judgment. He recognizes
some are homeless be-
cause of poor decisions,
others because of cir-
cumstances beyond their
control and the lack ofa
support system.

“It doesn’t matter
what choices you made,”
he said. “We're going to
help you either way.”

He is, in part, motivat-
ed by his Catholic faith.
“We're called to live like
Jesus or called to walk in
his footsteps,” he said.

The work keeps every-
one — his mother, father
Bryan White and other
family members, Caleb
White Project board
members and fellow
Shamrocks and other
volunteers — active.

“I always joke that
Caleb sort of gets us into
these projects before |
have a chance to think
about it,” Melissa Kenne-
dy said, adding the pro-
jects lead to “crazy busy”
times. “It always comes
together.”

Danke Schoen, Red Roses,
Daddy Won't Let You Walk So Fast

one end of the crafts
table, quietly painting a
picture frame. It was her
first game night; she
went down to dinner, she
said, and decided to join
the fun.

“Fantastic,” she said
when told Caleb had
organized the evening.
“That's so nice.” She
asked to meet Caleb and
he later introduced him-
self.

“Those one-on-one
communications, | think,
are some of the biggest
parts of what we do,”
Caleb said.

Winfrey, formerly a
food-service manager,
said her life unraveled
after her husband Mat-
thew died — seven years
ago to the day. “My ca-
reer, my education, ev-
erything. Everything got
put on hold,” she said.

Now, she said, she’s
trying to rebuild, getting
job training in the culi-

Caleb, however, still
finds time for CC sports,
like track and cross coun-
try, his schoolwork, play-
ing the French horn and,
now, driver’s ed.

Fostering leadership

Caleb often speaks to
school groups about ser-
vice — pitching in to
make the world a better
place. The talks are part
of the leadership-building
mission; another part is
the CWP leadership
board, which is made up
of young people like him-
self.

“He is passionate
about homelessness, but
he really just wants
young people to under-
stand that they can make
a difference and he chal-
lenges them to be leaders
in something that they
care about,” his mother
said.

He is also increasingly
sought after by adult
audiences. Earlier this
month in Miami, Caleb
spoke to about 300 exec-
utives from the vaccine
division of Merck & Co.,
the pharmaceutical firm,
about service. His talk
followed a Merck-spon-
sored event — a game

nary arts and also study-
ing online through the
University of Phoenix.

Julissa Gutierrez of
Lincoln Park was volun-
teering at the March 18
game night, prompted by
her son, Angelo, 7, who
had joined the crafters.

“He just wants to
come and help,” Gutier-
rez said. “He said he was
inspired by Caleb.”

Caleb has been lead-
ing the game nights for
about three years. His
brother Noah, who is 9,
came up with the idea,
Caleb said, because it
combines two of Noah'’s
favorite things: helping
people and playing board
games.

“People enjoy the idea
of just coming down and
having a good time,”
Caleb said.

mjachmanOhometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: Omattjachman

night, with a traditional
Cuban dinner — at a Mi-
ami shelter the previous
day.

“He's got a movement
going,” said Hayek, who
works in Merck’s vaccine
division. Hayek helped
book Caleb for the event
and for a smaller Merck
gathering in Indianapolis
last August.

“The impression that
Caleb made in Miami was
long-lasting,” Hayek
wrote later in an email.
“Merck employees left
inspired by his talk and
by their game-night expe-
rience. Our vaccine
teams feel a great re-
sponsibility to protect our
young people and Caleb
reminded them why they
do what they do."

Caleb has won recog-
nition for his work, in-
cluding the Prudential
Spirit of Community
Award, the Governor’s
Youth Volunteer of the
Year Award and, most
recently, the National
Catholic Educational
Association’s Virtues,
Vision and Valor Award.

mjachman@hometownlife.com

734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Trial date set in homicide case

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

The three suspects
accused in a double
homicide in a Westland
neighborhood will face a
jury trial later this year.

Dominik Charleston,
19, of Romulus, Amber
Tackett, 17, of Taylor and
Kobi Taylor, 19 and
homeless, are scheduled
to go before a jury June
19 in Detroit's Frank
Murphy Hall of Justice,
according to online court
records. The three are
charged in the homicides
of Jordan Baker, 19, of
Wayne and Howard
Wick, 35, of Westland,
both of whom were
found shot to death Feb.
6 in the neighborhood
near Norene and Tread-
well streets.

Charleston faces two
counts of first-degree
murder, two counts of
felony murder, two
counts of armed robbery
and one count of felony
firearm. Both Taylor and
Tackett are charged with

FILE PHOTO

The three defendents, Amber Marie Tackett, Dominik Lou Charleston, and Kobi Austin Taylor,
listen to the proceedings of the pretrial examination held March 10 in Westland.

two counts of felony
murder, two counts of
armed robbery and one
count of felony firearm.
If convicted, all three
face a maximum of life
in prison.

A final conference
will take place in the
case May 12 in the down-
town courthouse before
Circuit Judge Qiana
Lillard. The three were
arraigned in circuit
court March 17, a week

after being bound over
on all the charges from
Westland's 18th District
Court.

During the prelimi-
nary examination, testi-
mony from several wit-
nesses, including police,
said the shooting deaths
resulted from a drug
transaction that went
bad. One witness testi-
fied that Taylor was at
his home earlier the
night before for the Su-

per Bowl, when Taylor
told him he planned on
going to pick up some
marijuana. Police say the
three drove to the area
and committed the rob-
bery, with both Baker
and Wick getting shot
and killed in the process.

They remain locked
up in the Wayne County
Jail without bond.

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com

Police report: Gun-kissing man stole Red Bull

David Veselenak

hometownlife.com

A district manager
representing the Shell
gas station at 37449 Five
Mile came to the Livonia
police station Thursday
to report several retail
frauds of stolen Red Bull
by the same individual.

The manager said the
suspect has entered the
station on several occa-
sions and taken cans of
Red Bull without paying
for them. They said the
man came in on one occa-
sion and paid for a bottle
of water, but not the Red
Bull he slipped in his
pocket. The suspect has
appeared to be a regular
customer in recent
weeks, allegedly claim-
ing to be a U.S. marshal
or corrections officer
and carried a gun with
him. The manager said at
least once, the suspect
took the gun out of its
holster while at the regis-

For Immediate Release

ter, said, “This is my girl
girlfriend” and kissed it
before putting it back in
its holster. Police advised
to call them the next time
the suspect entered the
store.

Several items stolen

An employee at Home
Depot, 13500 Middlebelt,
came to the police station
Wednesday to file a retail
fraud report.

The suspect, believed
to have been the same
suspect in a retail fraud
at the store Jan. 31, was
seen by store employees
pushing a cart to the
plumbing area and se-
lecting a several-hun-
dred-dollar drain cleaner.
He was then seen select-
ing two garage door
openers. He then placed
a call while in the paint
department and selected
a can of paint thinner. He
reportedly was later seen
trying to leave the store
without paying for the

Canton Foot Specialists is proud to
announce their ""Painless Footcare
Center”™ now right here in Canton

Michigan. This new breakthrough
technology is the only one of its

kind in the nation.

PAINLESS
FOOTCARE

We understand, it is very difficult to

items, but was stopped
by an employee. The
suspect reportedly
shoved the employee
during a confrontation
and then ran toward the
parking lot, getting into a
vehicle. The suspect
allegedly told the em-
ployee he would shoot
him if he saw him again.
The car then drove to-
ward Schoolcraft.

Retail fraud
reported

Police were called
Thursday afternoon to
Menards, 12701 Middle-
belt, on the report of a
retail fraud.

An employee told
police he saw a suspect
select a smart thermostat
while inside the store. He
reportedly was seen
taking it off the shelfand
opening it, concealing the
thermostat in his coat
pocket. He reportedly
then tried to leave the
store without paying, but

For more information contact:

Canton Foot Specialists
Phone: (734) 981-7800
Fax: (734) 981 -0487

EMAIL: cantonfoot@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.cantonfoot.com

call in a

for an appointment.You can even

requested appointment

time when we are closed and we will

contact you the next business day to

get the courage to be treated by a

foot doctor not knowing how much
pain there will be when it comes to

us instead.

the treatment. Many patients have

not had a painf ree experience from

a doctor who doesnt use our gentle

and painfree techniques.

Here at Canton Foot Specialists
patients like our painfree techniques

so much that we have patients

Entire Visit

coming from out of state, from
Arizon to N.Y. Why go through pain

and suffering when you dont have to.

Do you get
to sec a
Specialist?

Cost of
Visit

set up an appointment to see you.

Here is why you need to come to see

HOUSE CALLS

Average of Less than |

5 hours hour total

Usually No Yes

Average Cost:
Average Cost
About 1/3 of
$1,430

that of ER Visit

was stopped by an
employee. He was
detained until police
arrived, who arrested
him, but released him
at the scene with a
citation.

Backpack stolen

A shopper at Laurel
Park Place mall, 37700
Six Mile, came to the
police station Thurs-
day to report a stolen
backpack.

He said he set his
backpack on a couch
while shopping at
H&M. When he came
back, he discovered his
backpack was missing.
He was unsure if there
were any cameras in
that area and he had no
suspect information.
He said the backpack
contained several
items, including a
cellphone, laptop com-
puter, iPod, iPad, wal-
let, school books and
binders. He told police
he also reported the
theft to mall security.

- Compiled from reports
filed with the Livonia Police
Department.

hometownlife.com

WESTLAND POLICE BRIEFS

Car stolen while
warming up

Westland police were
called Monday morning
to a residence in the
30000 block of Marshall
Court on the report of a
stolen vehicle.

The victim said the
vehicle was stolen from
her driveway while it
was warming up that
morning. She said there
were several security
cameras that record that
area, and she will provide
footage to police.

Door lock damaged

A resident in the 8300
block of Woodcrest Drive
came to the police station
March 17 to report dam-
age to the lock of her
front door.

The resident said
someone damaged the
lock sometime during the
day the day before. She
said there was no entry
accessed to her resi-
dence, and it appeared
the damaged lock had
already been replaced by
management.

License plate stolen
Aresident in the 8600
block of Terri Drive
came to the police station
March 19 to report his
license plate had been
taken from his vehicle.
The victim said he last
saw the plate on the vehi-
cle the day before. He
noticed the next day the
plate was missing from
the vehicle which was
parked in the street in
front of the residence.
He said he did not know
who would have taken
the license plate.

Hit-and-run

An individual whose
car was parked at Ma-
cy's, 35000 Warren, came
to the police station
March 19 to report the
vehicle had been hit

while parked.

The driver said he left
the store after being
inside for a few hours
and observed damage to
the rear passenger door
and corner panel. The
damage caused the rear
passenger seat not to
open.

Air conditioning
unit taken

An individual who
owns a home in the 3000
block of Rustic Lane
came to the police station
March 15 to report an air
conditioning unit had
been stolen.

The victim said he
owns the home where the
air conditioner was sto-
len from, but it is vacant.
Said he last saw the unit
when he was at the home
in January, and when he
went March 15, it was
missing. No evidence
was apparent at the
scene, and the victim
said he had no suspect
information.

Tax fraud reported

A resident in the 7700
block of Merriman came
to the police station
March 14 to report their
identity had been stolen
via a fraudulent tax re-
turn.

She told police she
received a letter from
the Internal Revenue
Service, telling her she
had already filed her
taxes. She told the IRS
she had not filed her
taxes and that someone
had used her information
in order to secure a tax
refund. She said she did
not give anyone permis-
sion to file taxes on her
behalf.

- Compiled from reports filed
with the Westland Police
Department.

WAYNE POLICE BRIEFS

Car stolen

Wayne police were
dispatched Sunday to a
residence in the 35300
block of Van Born on the
report of a stolen vehicle.

The victim said he
parked in the parking lot
the night before but was
unsure if he locked the
door. The next morning,
he discovered the vehicle
was missing. He said he

NOW HIRING:

PRINT PRODUCTION

Full-time, temp-to-hire

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road

one set of keys and the
car was paid off, though
he said he left a set of
keys outside of the car
several months ago.
Those keys were taken.

Account accessed

A resident in the 4300
block of Newberry filed
a police report March 16
stating her bank account
had been compromised.

She said someone
accessed her bank ac-
count and took money
from it. She said it ap-
peared money had been
taken out near several
places. The victim said
she went to the bank and
closed the account and a
police report was re-
quested by her bank.

Identity stolen

A resident in the 32100
block of Van Born filed a
police report March 15
about identity theft.

The resident said
someone opened an ac-
count with Sprint in her
name without her knowl-
edge. She said she was in
the process of purchas-
ing a house when her
credit report showed she
owed $1,100.

- Compiled from reports filed
with the Wayne Police
Department.
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Hospital

Full Service Veterinary Hospital

WayneMercyVet.com

Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals
“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”

Topical Medications and the newest
methods in advanced technology
allows us to administer anesthetics,
surgery and other treatments
painfree.

Please visit us at online at

www.cantonfoot.com
or call 734-981-7800

LO-0000315356

AVAILABLE

If you have a loved one who is home
bound, a house call for foot care
is available for them. Simply call
734-981 -7800 to set up a time.

| FREE ].
| CONSULTATION]|

$110 Value With This Coupon

(Just E. of Wavne Hoad)
Westland, MI 48186 M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5

"FREE!" E!

| OFFICE VISIT/COMPLETE! | HEARTYVORMTEST
PHYSICAL EXAM with purchase of 12 Month

Heartworm & Flea Preventative
Not valid with any other offers. With coupon.

Offer Expires 4/30/17

VACCINE PACKAGE
Puppies & Kittens

Wellness Exam « Fecal Test

Distemper Combo « Deworming
Ntrivalid withan~other offers. With cougomOffer Expires 4/30/17 3

mir
1

& c J
r— T
. 1 |
i $87
JZVACCINE PACKAGE-Dogs| j
| Wellness Exam « Distemper/Parvo Combo | |

Lepto « Bordetella = Fecal Test
. Rabies (lYear)
NAlirth~otirffen Wiih~ouponAJfferxpuesd/jan. B

SPAY « NEUTER « DENTAL « SPECIAL OFFERS
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More than 500 specta-
tors turned out for the
eighth annual Hockey
Night in Westland to see
Detroit Red Wings alum-
ni take the ice against the
Westland Wild Wings.

Usually drawing a
sellout crowd, the charity
game has raised money
in recent years for im-
provements to Mike
Modano Arena. Westland
Mayor William Wild
leads the Wild Wings.
Also taking the ice for
the Wild Wings was
Wayne-Westland Schools
Superintendent Michele
Harmala. Wild's son Luke
also played for the Wild
Wings again this year.

“It was a blast to play
on a line with my son
Luke, who scored on a
penalty shot and also in
the halftime shootout,”
Wild said.

Former Red Wing
John Ogrodnick was
among the alumni taking
the ice. Former Red Wing
and current announcer
Mickey Redmond
stopped by the locker

LOCAL NEWS

Another Hockey Night in
Westland benefits arena

SUBMITTED

Westland Mayor William Wild (left) with former Red Wing

John Ogrodnick.

room before the game to
give the Wild Wings a
pep talk — and ask that
they take it easy on the
alumni team.

The Wild Wings, who
have yet to win a game,
took an early 4-1 lead but
eventually lost 10-7,
keeping the Red Wings
Alumni team’s perfect

record intact.

Before the game start-
ed, the Westland Mighty
Mites team took to the
ice and showed off their
skills before the crowd.

“Thanks to all in atten-
dance and the Team
Westland for another
great community event,”
Wild said.

SUBMITTED
Wayne-Westland Schools
Superintendent Michele
Harmala on the ice for the
annual charity hockey game.

SUBMITTED
Former Red Wing and current
announcer Mickey Redmond
stopped by the locker room
to give the Wild Wings a pep
talk.

Livonia branch library hours shift during carpet installation

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

Major improvements
at Livonia’s two branch
libraries have caused a
shift of hours at the two
buildings.

New carpeting is be-
ing installed at the Carl
Sandburg branch library,
30100 Seven Mile. In-
stallation began two
weeks ago, said city Li-
brary Director Toni La-
Porte, closing that
branch until work is
done.

Work at the Sandburg
branch was scheduled to
wrap up in March; how-
ever, LaPorte said com-
plications pushed the

completion date back.
Now, the Sandburg
branch hopes to reopen
the week of April 3.
While the Sandburg
branch is closed for the
carpet installation, the
Alfred Noble branch,
32901 Plymouth, will be
open Monday-Thursday
instead of just Mondays
and Wednesdays. Hours
at the Noble branch will
be noon to 8 p.m. Monday
and Thesday, and 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday. Those hours
will last until the Sand-
burg branch carpet in-
stallation is complete.
After that, Sandburg will
remain open four days a
week while the Noble

branch gets new car-
peting.

“It will be until Sand-
burg reopens and then
we’ll do the opposite,”
LaPorte said.

Hours at the Robert
and Janet Bennett Li-
brary, 32777 Five Mile,
will remain constant
during the renovations.
LaPorte said there are no
immediate plans to re-
place carpeting in that
building, which opened in
the late 1980s.

Books checked out at
the Sandburg branch can
be returned to the Robert
and Janet Bennett Li-
brary during the reno-
vations.

The carpet installation

ST. MARY MERCY

W LIVONIA

Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

The Center for Joint Replacement

Are you living in pain?
Now is the time to

Rediscover your mobility.

The Center for Joint Replacement
at St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a
comprehensive team approach
to your care.

Our expert staff will answer your
questions, discuss joint pain, joint
replacement procedures, and implant
options. Learn about our pre-surgical
classes, choosing a personal coach,
specialized physical therapy and
what to expect post-surgery.

Our clinical expertise and team
approach means shorter hospital
stays, better pain management
and faster recovery.

Blue
Distinction’

Centar lor Kneo and Hip

For more information, visit
stmarymercy.org

To learn more,
attend one of our
FREE Educational
Seminars

6to 8 p.m.

Wednesday, April 19
Thursday, May 25
Wednesday, June 21
Classroom 10

To register for
a seminar, call
734-655-2400.

is the first major reno-
vation project in many
years at the branch li-
braries, which are usu-
ally open two days a
week. LaPorte said the
Noble branch last got
carpeting in the late
1990s, while Sandburg’s
carpeting was last re-
placed sometime in the
1970s.

It's an improvement,
LaPorte said, that has
thrilled the branch li-
brary staff.

“They’re desperately
in need,” she said. “The
staff there are so happy.
They can't wait.”

dveselenak©
hometownlife.com
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Kidney walk kickoff
held in Livonia

The National Kidney
Foundation of Michigan
hosted a Kidney Walk
kickoff event Wednes-
day at Laurel Manor
Banquet and Confer-
ence Center in Livonia
to inspire 2017 Kidney
Walk captains and to
celebrate the founda-
tion's 21st annual Kid-
ney Walk at the Detroit
Zoo.

The goal of the Kid-
ney Walk is to support
the National Kidney
Foundation of Michigan,
whose mission is to
prevent kidney disease
and improve the quality
of life for those living
with it. This year's walk
marks a golden event as
the 21st annual Kidney
Walk will be held May
21 at the Detroit Zoo in
Royal Oak, where more
than 6,500 walkers and
supporters are antici-
pated to be in atten-
dance.

The National Kidney
Foundation of Michi-
gan’s goal is to raise
$600,000 at the Kidney
Walk to support the
many programs and
services of the founda-

SUBMITTED
Rich Luterman speaks at the
Kidney Walk kickoff
Wednesday in Livonia.

tion. More than 150
people attended, in-
cluding representatives
from the National Kid-
ney Foundation of Mich-
igan, Henry Ford
Health Systems, Green-
field Health Systems,
McCann Worldgroup
Detroit and WIBK-TV’s
Rich Luterman, who
served as the master of
ceremonies.

The 2017 Kidney
Walk should draw more
than 6,500 walkers and
supporters to be in at-
tendance.

LENTEN SEAFOOD

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

“No seafood Buffeton 3/17/11.
Joinusfor ourst. Patrick's DayParty!
Fishandchips will be available.

“No Seafood Buffeton Good Friday,
April 14,2017

BUFFET MENU

Fried and Baked Cod
French Fries ~ Vegetable

Soup
Cole Slaw

Fried Calamari

Pasta (variety)

Garden Salad  Cold Salads (variety)

Dessert available ala carte (ask server for selection)
CASK BAR AVAILABLE

Adults: $12.50 Children under 10: $7.00 (Gratuity notincludedin price)

Hellenic Cultural Center

atSts. Constantine and Helen Creek Orthodox Church
36375 Joy Rdl, Westland, MI 48185

(734)525-3550

helleniccc@gmaB.com

Your Store. Your Style.

SATURDAY APRIL 15

at Carson's Laurel Park Place

DISCOVER

the latest Spring must-haves at our runway
fashion show, hosted by Fashion Expert
Cheryl Hall Lindsay. Show starts @ 10 am.

ENJOY

a guilt-free shopping spree with a
30% off Shopping Pass.

INDULGE

in a new you, with a beauty makeover.

advice from our fashion

DON'T PASS UP

A CHANCE TO WIN

a $250 Better Sportswear wardrobe or a
pair of designer shoes (up to a $125 value).

RSVP

to carsons.com/newandnow
for more information and to reserve
your seat. Limited seating available.

36775A
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WESTERN WAYNE COUNTY'S

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

MT IME®

MSRP $20,485

MSRP $34,108

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

MSRP $31,575

CERTIFIED!

Jeffries Fwy.

US-12 Michigan Ave.
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Western Wayne County’s Dealer!

24 HOUR DIRECT LINE

QUICK LANE 734-641-6120

FORD SERVICE

UP TO

$7000

IN TIRE REBATES ON SELECT TIRE

BRANDS. ADDITIONAL 70.00 WHEN YOU

USE YOUR FORD OR QUICK LANE CREDIT

CARD. INCLUDING BRIDGESTONE, DUNLOP,

HANCOOK, PIRELLI, CONTINENTAL,

GOODYEAR, MICHEUN AND YOKOHAMA. Expires 3/31/17

SERVICE

FORD SERVICE

REBATE ON COMPLETE BRAKE
SERVICE. ADDITIONAL 25.00
WHEN YOU USE YOUR FORD OR
QUICK LANE CREDIT CARD.

Expires 3/31/17

BODY SHOP

Welcome Credit Union Members!

We Bank Where You Barik |

A

JAM DEMMER

37300 MICHIGAN AVE. AT NEWBURGH « WAYNE « JUST EAST OF 1-275

SALES HOURS

Mon. & Thurs. 8 am - 9 pm WWW.demmer.C0m
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e LIMITED

com
ETWORK

Connecting

April 10, 2017

Oam. -1 -HII
Triii

College

Livonia Campus
VisTaTech Centei

BUSINESSES THAT SHOULD PARTICIPATE

* Maid and cleaning services < Anti-aging and holistic * Mobility solutions
* New home construction wellness centers « Community services
and remodeling * Senior housing * General legal and elder law
» Travel agencies * Senior fithess providers * Medicare coverage
* Religious organizations » Alzheimer’s services providers
* Adult day care services * Financial services * Veteran’'s benefits services
* Personal emergency * Insurance providers » Transportation companies
services and devices * Home health care * Nutrition and dietary
* Spa and wellness centers * Hospice care services

CALL 313-222-6895

or email dscola@michigan.com

com
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Livonia Pompon
honored for its
first-place rank

Livonia Pompon was
recognized by the Livo-
nia City Council at the
Monday, March 13
meeting for its first-
place win in the Middle
School division at the
Mid American Pompom
State Championships on
Sunday, Feb. 19 at the
Breslin Center in East
Lansing.

Livonia Pompon is
competitive pompon
team comprised of ded-
icated athletes in
grades 5-8 representing
the city of Livonia. On
Feb. 19, they competed
against 12 other middle
school pompon teams
across the state of

Michigan.

Coaches ARE Andrea

Shook, Brittany Rees,
Kari Barden, Jillian
Henderson, Aiden
Shook and Rachel Par-
relly.

The team includes
Isabella Abate, Avrey
Black, Abigail Boettch-
er, Sydney Castillenti,
Ava Collyer, Allison
Garpow, Rylee Guidash,
Alison Gwizdz, Ainsley
Johnston, Meghan Kel-
ly, Ruby Klingensmith,
Sarah Lamb, Mackenzie
Latham, Isabel Longo-
ria, Brianna Martin,
Morgan Matick, lzzy
Migora, Emily Mitchell,
Sophie Nomides, Madi-
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SUBMITTED

Also in the photo of the team are Mayor Dennis Wright, Council Vice President Brandon M. Kritzman, Councilman Scott Bahr,
Councilwoman Maureen Miller Brosnan, Councilman Jim Jolly, and Councilman Brian Meakin.

son Norton, Madison
Prowse, Rachel Salutes,
Sophia Schlatterbeck,
Claire Sierota, Jenna

Walters, Zoe Zagar and

Emily Zimmerman
Included in the pho-

tograph is Mayor Den-

nis Wright, Council Vice

President Brandon M.
Kritzman, Councilman
Scott Bahr, Council-

woman Maureen Miller
Brosnan, Councilman
Jim Jolly and Council-
man Brian Meakin.

Lowering your risk for colorectal cancer

arch is Colorec-
tal Cancer
Awareness

onth. Colorectal cancer
occurs in the colon or
rectum, and is the second
leading cause of cancer
deaths in the United
States. In 2017, The
American Cancer Society
estimates that Michigan
alone will have 4,660
cases of colon cancer and
1,680 deaths. But it
doesn’t have to be this
way.

The good news is that
colorectal cancer is one
of the most preventable
types of cancer. If you
are age 50 or older, a
colorectal cancer screen-
ing could save your life.
Colorectal cancer usually
starts as precancerous
polyps (abnormal
growths) in the colon or
rectum. Over time, these
polyps can become can-
cerous. Screening tests
like a colonoscopy can
find these precancerous
polyps and remove them
before they develop into
cancer. Screening tests

wvv ST. JOE'S

MEDICAL GROUP

also can find colorectal
cancer early, when treat-
ment is most effective. If
you're age 50 or older, it
is highly recommended
that you speak with your
doctor about getting
screened.

Why is screening so
important?

The average lifetime
risk for colorectal cancer
is approximately 5 per-

cent, and most often
occurs in people age 50
and older. Your risk may
be even higher if you:

» Have a close relative
with colorectal cancer

» Have colon polyps

» Have inflammatory
bowel disease (Crohn's
disease or Ulcerative
Colitis)

» Have a hereditary
cancer syndrome (Lynch
Syndrome or Familial
Adenomatous Polyposis)

Screening earlier than
age 50 is recommended if
you have any of these
risk factors

In addition to screen-

StMichae! the Archangel Parish presents its
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

All Fridays in Lent except Good Friday '

4:30-7:00 PM
In the school cafeteria

Fa// Dinners

Carryoutavailable at $9

Adults: S10; Seniors, $8; Kids 3-11, $5; Kids under 3, FREE
Choice of hand-dipped fresh Atlantic cod, fried or baked,
with all the trimmings, including beverage and ice cream.

11441 Hubbard Rd, Livonia

734-261-1455, ext. 200

Westside
Obstetrics + Gynecology & Urogynecology

Women's Health Presentations

Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecologist, provides insight and education

about a variety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,

overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your

sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures

available that may eliminate or reduce your symptoms or pain,

and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

April 19 « May 17 « July 19

St. Mary Mercy Livonia
Classrooms | and 2
36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

5:45 p.m. - Check-in « 6 p.m. - Presentation
Presentation is free but registration is required.
Please call 734-655-1980.

mg, making healthy life-
style choices can signifi-
cantly lower your risk
for colorectal cancer.
These choices include:

» Exercising at least
150 minutes per week

» Maintaining a
healthy weight

» Eating a healthy diet
with at least six servings
of vegetables and fruits
per day, limiting red
meat and avoiding proc-
essed meats

» Don’t smoke

» Limiting alcohol

» Attending regular
checkups with a primary
care physician

Early stage colorectal
cancer does not always

cause symptoms, which
is why screening is so
important. However,
symptoms of colorectal
cancer can include
changes in bowel habits
(diarrhea or constipa-
tion), blood in the stool,
stomach cramping or
pain that does not go
away, fatigue, and un-
explained weight loss. If
you are experiencing
these symptoms, contact
your doctor immediately.
If you are in need of a
primary care physician
to discuss your colorectal
cancer risk, please call
St. Mary Mercy Livonia’s
Physician Referral Line
at 800-231-2211. Many of

our primary care physi-
cians are currently using
a brief family cancer
history questionnaire to
help identify if new pa-
tients may be at risk for
colon, breast, prostate,
pancreatic, ovarian and
other cancers. Question-
naires are reviewed by a
high-risk and genetics
counselor at the hospital
and patients deemed to
be at risk are contacted
so they may receive a
comprehensive cancer
risk assessment.

Helen Burnsis a Nurse
Practitioner and a High Risk
and Genetics Coordinator at St.
Mary Mercy Livonia.

CITY OF LIVONIA
PUBLIC NOTICE

AGENDA
Zoning Board of Appeals

April 11, 2017-7:00 p.m.
Livonia City Hall - Gallery (5th Floor)
33000 Civic Center Drive Livonia, Ml

(734) 466 2259

APPEAL CASE NO, 2017-02-09 (Rescheduled from February 28, 2017): Diversified
Fuels Properties, 20755 West Road, Woodhaven, M1 48183, seeking to raze an existing fuel/
retail facility and construct a new facility with the same use upon property located on the
north side of Schoolcraft (33430) between Farmington and Stamford, resulting in
deficient building setback abutting Schoolcraft Road and number of parking spaces.

APPEAL CASE NO. 2017-04-20: Kenneth Motsch, south side of Munger (30091)
between Henry Ruff and Middlebelt, seeking to continue construction on a detached
garage, while maintaining an attached garage, resulting in excess garage area, height and
excess number of garages.

Public Comments may be sent to the Zoning Board of Appeals Office at 33000 Civic Center
Drive, Livonia, Ml 48154 - all comments must include name, address and signature.

Publish: Sunday, March 26,2017 Livonia Observer LoaMfliieiM 33

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
CITY COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a hearing will be held by the City Council of the
City of Garden City at 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 10, 2017 at City Hall, 6000 Middlebelt
Road, Garden City, Michigan 48135. At the hearing all interested persons shall have an
opportunity to be heard.

The purpose of the Public Hearing is to solicit public comments on a request to amend
the current Planned Development (PD) District regulations to allow the construction
of an additional freestanding sign at the northeast comer of the site at 6245 Inkster
Road (Garden City Hospital, Tax Parcel No. 35011020001000, 35011020009002,
35011020013002,35011020016002,35011020019000,35011020087000,3501102031000,
35011020145000,35011020189000, 35011020203000).

Written comments may be submitted prior to the public hearing and should be addressed to
the Office of Community Development, City of Garden City, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden
City, Michigan 48135.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the application and site plan may be examined at
City Hall, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan 48135 during regular office hours
until the date ofthe hearing.

Published: March 26, 2017 LO-0000316163  3x35

CITY OF LIVONIA
PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 502 of Act 110 of the Public Acts of
Michigan of 2006, as amended, and Articles XEX and XXIIlI of Ordinance #543, the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Livonia, as amended, the City Planning Commission of the City of
Livonia will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 11, 2017, in the Livonia City Hall, 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on the following items:

Petition 2017-03-02-04 submitted by Dynamic Lawn Service requesting waiver use
approval pursuantto Section 16.11(b) ofthe City ofLivonia Zoning Ordinance #543, as amended,
to construct and operate a contractor’'s yard for the outdoor storage of landscaping equipment
and materials at 34434 Rosati Drive, located on the north side of Rosati Drive between Stark
Road and Belden Court in the Southwest 1/4 of Section 28.

Petition 2017-03-02-05 submitted by 7-Eleven, Inc. and Fazal & Khurram Corporation
requesting waiver use approval pursuant to Section 11.03(r) of the City of Livonia Zoning
Ordinance #543, as amended, to utilize an SDM liquor license (sale of packaged beer and wine)
in connection with the operations of a convenience store (7-Eleven) and gas station (Mobil) at
29321 Eight Mile Road, located on the southeast comer of Eight Mile and Middlebelt Roads in
the Northwest 1/4 of Section 1.

Petition 2017-03-02-06 submitted by BJ’'s Restaurant, Inc. requesting waiver use
approval pursuant to Section 19.06 ofthe City of Livonia Zoning Ordinance #543, as amended,
to redevelop the site at 19470 Haggerty Road, including demolishing the existing building
(former Champps Americana Restaurant) and constructing a new full service restaurant
(BJ's Restaurant & Brewhouse), including expansion of the Class C liquor license to include
an outdoor dining patio increasing the overall seating count from 249 to 295, located on the
east side of Haggerty Road between Seven Mile and Eight Mile Roads in the Southwest 1/4 of
Section 6.

Petition 2017-03-02-07 submitted by 4-Legged Friends Daycare, L.L.C. requesting
waiver use approval pursuant to Section 11.03(b) ofthe City of Livonia Zoning Ordinance #543,
as amended, to operate an animal day care facility at 33501 Eight Mile Road, located on the
south side of Eight Mile Road between Farmington and Gill Roads in the Northeast 1/4 of
Section 4.

The above-mentioned petitions will be on file in the City Planning Commission office, 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan, during the period offive (5) days immediately preceding
the said hearing and may be examined by any and all persons during the normal working hours
Monday through Friday.

lan Wilshaw, Chairman
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Published: March 26,2017 L0-0000316029  3x5.6
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Pieces of her ‘Threads of a
Nation’ quilt don't match
until woven into a whole

NADA HASSANEIN

USA TODAY NETWORK

Each week, this series will introduce you
to an exceptional American who unites,
rather than divides, our communities. 1b
read more about the American profiled
here and more average Americans doing
exceptional things, visit onenation.usa-
today.com.

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - Liz Joyner’s
“Threads of a Nation” quilt is stitched to-
gether with red, white and blue squares
and patriotic quotes: “Give me your
tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearningto breathe free” and “Thine ala-
baster cities gleam undimmed by human
tears.”

It'sa quiltthat's atribute to her family
who had served in the military and
worked in government — her brother a
Navy SEAL and her father a Pentagon
worker. But it's also, she said, a reflec-
tion of the “beauty of the diversity of our
people.”

Joyner picked and dyed scarlet-, rose-
and cerulean-colored fabrics that at first
glance, wouldn't necessarily match. But
when woven together, unified into one
piece.

She’s the executive director of The
Village Square in Tallahassee, Florida.
The quilt, created after September 11,
was almost a foreshadowing of what she
does now through The Village Square:
bridge gaps between communities and
ideologies through conversation.

Somehow, Joyner's been able to gath-
er both liberals and conservatives
around dinner tables and on stages to
talk aboutrace, religion and politics. The
concept might seem only possible to dis-
cuss in a civil way across party lines
“when pigs fly” — hence The Village
Square’s mascot, of sorts: a little pink pig
with wings.

The Village Square holds events like
Faith, Food, Friday, an interfaith conver-
sation rotating at different faith centers,
and film screenings followed by discus-
sions called Race to the Movies: An Un-
flinching Conversation on Race.

Joyner is a fervent believer that “di-
verse groups make better decisions,”
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NATIONAL/LOCAL NEWS

| am an American We are One Nation

UZ JOYNER FINDS UNITY IN DIVERSITY

HALI TAUXE/USA TODAY NETWORK

Liz Joyner, executive director of The Village Square, sits in front of a quilted flag she sewed to
“represent the dynamic diversity of democracy.” The quilt hangs in her bedroom.

but even if a conclusion or decision isn't
made, “you've still changed everything”
by gathering people to converse and
learn about life from another person’s
perspective.

Joyner believes important change
starts with relationships fueled by empa-
thy.

“Human beings are capable of amaz-
ing feats of empathy, “ she said, “when
we just get to know each other."

ONE NATION
NOMINATE AN AMERICAN

Liz Joyner
Location: Tallahassee, Fla.
Age: 57

Profession: Executive Director, The Village
Square

Mission: Reviving the founding spirit of
American democracy by building community
across ideological and demographic divides
inside hometowns.

Who are your American heroes? Share stories and nominees at onenation.usatoday.com or via
email to onenation@usatoday.com or post a video submission to Twitter, Facebook or Instagram
(no longer than 2 minutes, please) with the hashtags #IAmAnAmerican #WeAreOneNation.

hometownlife.com

Q&A WITH LIZ JOYNER

What does it mean to you to be an
American?

The Adlai Stevenson quote, “the steady
devotion of a lifetime.” It's really quite
incredible how many people do that.
Alexis de Tocqueville said when he came
to America that Americans are forever
in the habit of forming associations.
We've gotten used to doing things with
people who are more like us rather than
unlike us, and we need to get back to the
habit of seeking out other people.

What moment touched and motivated
you to launch this effort?

I really feel like | grew up in aplace that|
know what it looks like — I know what a
healthy, civic life looks like. I know what
disagreement looks like when it's vi-
brant and real and dynamic, and it really
was from watching people who had be-
come my friends who were local leaders,
who had those kinds of dynamic conver-
sations going on that inspired me. |
reached the point in time that my per-
sonal frustration was so high that if |
didn't do something, it wouldn’t have
been healthy for me.

What gives you hope?

| think that getting the upcoming genera-
tions of leaders, people who are millenni-
als and younger, gives me a lot of hope. It
gives me alot of hope that when you guys
are my age, it'll just naturally be better.
But —there is a ‘but’ there, and the ‘but’
is: We've got to find a way to connect
what's naturally so exceptional about
your generation to what is exceptional
about the hero arc of American democ-
racy.

What concerns you?

That having fallen into our like-minded
silos, as we have, that we’re not going to
have the will to climb out. And I think if
we have the will, it's there — but we're
going to have to see the reason to find
what we share.

What do you hope to accomplish
through your efforts?

What | hope to accomplish with what we
doisrevivethe oldidea, repackage itina
way that works for a new environment. |
describe The Village Square as being a
very new, very old idea. It really is just
the whole idea that we had from the very
beginning of American democracy.
We've just got to punch it up a little bit.

Kosowski named ‘Legislator of the Year

State Rep. Robert
Kosowski (D-Westland)
has been named the
Michigan Municipal
League’s 2017 Legislator
of the Year. The award

was presented during the

league’s Capital Confer-
ence Awards Galaon
March 21 in Lansing.

Kosowski represents
Michigan’s 16th House
District, which com-
prises a portion of West-
land and the entire city
of Wayne.

Jobs
new beginnings..

83 Engineering & IT

MODEL BASED DESIGN
ENGINEERING MANAGER
Job Code: 1003)
Opening for degreed & exp'd
opplicants for in Plymouth. MI;
must reference iob code and
sendresume by mall & include

salary
Kalhleen S&ailaghan
an Resources
Hella Blocroncs Corporation
43811 _Plymouth Oaks Blvd.
Plymouth, M1 48170

General

CAREGIVER: Need caring staff to
provide community based (ralnlng
and activities during the da
for gentleman with disability’
$11.50/per hr. 734-678-9595

CLEANERS NEEDED
PT and FT Positions Available in
Northville, Plymouth and
urrounding areas.

CALL 585.756-3700
For more info
Download Application:
aarocompanies.com

Concrete Finishers & Laborers
Canton area, dennybye@wowway.com
734-455- 7548 or 734-216-3885

Go beyond

ski is serv-
inghis
' third term

Before
that he
worked as
Westland
Parks and Recreation
director. He worked for
the city for 20 years. He
was a member of many
advisory boards. He
studied business manage-

Kosowski

' General

FLORAL DELIVERY
DRIVER/STORE CLERK
Assist with daily operations,
flexible scehdule, perfect for student,
omemaker retired per

8.437-7
soulhlyonﬂowersogmall.com

PARTS DEPT.
» Leading Construction
Equipment and
Supply Dealer
2 positions available:
- Parts Sales
$35,000 Base + Commission

- Shipping/Receiving $15. per hour

Full Time, Blue Cross, 401K.
If you are seif-motivated, a strong
communicator and able to handle a
diverse and high volume workload,
want to hear from you
Please email resume to:
iobs @aisequip.com

Find what
you want in

CLASSIFIED!

ment at Adrian College
and Wayne State Univer-
sity. He and wife Eliza-
beth have two sons, An-
drew and Austin. The
family has resided in
Westland for more than
20 years.

Wayne Mayor Susan
Rowe presented Kosow-
ski with the award. “Dur-
ing his time in the state
House, Representative
Kosowski has distin-
guished himselfas a
thoughtful policymaker

|| 2 General

.PRODUCTION /
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
.DIE SETTER /
PRESS OPERATOR
-MATERIAL HANDLER
*QC TECHNICIAN
Full-Time positions.
Company paid benefits
includes BCN/BCBS health Ins.
dental, vision, prescription drugs
coverage, Life Insurance,
Paid holidays and a
profit sharing plan.

Apply in person between

9am and 4 pm or
by appointment at

2221 Bishop Circle East,
Dexter
or email resume to:
mvemon@varietydie.com

Find what you
want in
CLASSIFIED!

the Job Search.

and earned the respect of

his colleagues on both
sides of the aisle,” Rowe
said. “Representative
Kosowski has proven
time and again that he
values good policy over
partisanship. His door is
always open to the
League and his constitu-
ents. The League looks
forward to working in
partnership with him

through the remainder of

his time in Lansing.”
Kosowski has been an

General

REAL ESTATE SALES
OPPORTUNITY

Michigan's #1 REALTOR.
Earn High Commission Income
Rapidly Expandlng Real Estate

Market Stat Earning Commissions

~own Your own Practice
Be Your Own Boss
Work Your Schedule

YOLI Delermlne Your Income
onus Programs
-Heal(h/Llfe/DlSablllly/ Retirement

ull Time Support Staff

PAT RYAN, REALTOR

(734) 591-9200
PatRyan@RealEstateOne.com

UPHOLSTERER Expenenced
Full or Part-Ti
248-685- 9595

Healthcare-Dental

CAREGIVERS, Experienced
| shifts available.
Work o e hame
Please send resume to
canton-mi@comfortkeepers.com
or give us a call at: 734-397-1111

MEDICAL ASSISTANT, FT

Busy family practice, Livonia.
iy exp helpiul. flexible hours,

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST, FT
cathykendall9460@gmail.com

outspoken, supportive
voice on numerous issues
that have been critical to
the Michigan Municipal
League and its member
communities, including
his leadership in attempt-
ing to restore cuts to
revenue sharing, protect-
ing tax increment financ-
ing as an economic devel-
opment tool, and support-
ing government immuni-
ty in the event of sewer
backups during extreme
rainfall, Rowe said.
Former MML employ-
ee John Stewart offered
congratulations and sup-
port to Kosowski. “I want

Healthcare-Dental

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Immediate opening. Part-Time,
Mon-Fri. Plymouth Family Practice.
Experience only need appl
Fax resume: 734-453-9501

CfiIREERBUIL

Check out the new

to congratulate Repre-
sentative Kosowski on
being awarded the highly
honorable distinction of
Legislator of the Year,”
Stewart said. “As a for-
mer full-time Michigan
Municipal League em-
ployee, the MML is an
association of over 96
percent of all cities in
Michigan. They have
recognized Representa-
tive Kosowski as a fight-
er — a fighter to stop the
cuts in revenue sharing
that prevent us from
adequately funding ser-
vices like our police and
firefighters.”

CareerBuilder.com
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Jazz at the Elks

Jazz @ The Elks takes
place from 7-9:30 p.m. on
the last Thesday of each
month. There is a $10
donation at the door,
which includes hors
d’oeuvres.

On TUesday, March 28,
the popular The Paul
VornHagen Quartet will
perform. Hear the stan-
dards and some of him
original songs. Playing
with him on reeds, Chuck
Shermetaro on keyboard,
Kurt Krahnke on bass
and Scott Kretzer on
drums.

The Plymouth-Ann
Arbor Elks Lodge 325 is
at 41700 Ann Arbor Road
in Plymouth. For more
information, call 734-453-
1780, email
jazzattheelks@gmail.com
or visit
www.plyaa325.com.

Blessings in a
Backpack

Blessings in a Back-
pack-Livonia is holding
its second annual Sum-
mer Cereal Drive. It
currently provides week-
end meals to 210 children
in the Livonia Public
School system during the
school year; but when
summer vacation starts,
often hunger does too.
The group wants to send
lots of cereal home with
students again this year
to help them start their
summer days out right.

If you or your busi-
ness would like to hold a
cereal drive, contact the
group at
biablvionia@gmail.com.
All cereal will be col-
lected by May 15. For
more information, visit
biablivonia.org.

Pagan hours

State Rep. Kristy Pa-
gan (D-Canton) will hold
a coffee hour at 7 p.m.
Monday, March 27, at
Panera Bread, 41950 Ford
Road, in Canton. Pagan
invites residents to join
her to discuss their
thoughts and ideas about
how she can best repre-
sent and address the
needs of her constitu-
ents.

Thrivent hosts
educational
workshop

Thrivent Financial is
hosting a free education-
al workshop to help par-
ents of high school stu-
dents with their college
planning called “College
Planning Strategies.” The
60-minute workshop will
be held at 7 p.m. Monday,
March 27, at the Ply-
mouth Cultural Center,
525 Farmer St. Jay
Kempf, CFP, a financial
representative with
Thrivent Financial in
Plymouth will host pre-
senter Alison LeCloux, a
certified college plan-
ning specialist.

The workshop is de-
signed to help parents
and their students avoid
costly mistakes that can
arise throughout the
college admission and
selection process. It also
covers basic facts about
financial aid; steps that
parents and students can
take to help save money
by using admission and
academic strategies; and,
discovering funding
sources to help pay for
college education and
other ways to minimize
out-of-pocket expenses.

UpJdumped spring
concert

The Schoolcraft Jazz
Studies Program under
the direction of Dr. Ric-
cardo Selva and the Syn-
thesizer Ensemble under
the direction of Dr. Bar-
ton Polot present a con-
cert featuring the tal-
ented musicians and
vocalists of the Jazz En-
semble, Vocal Jazz En-
semble, Jazz Improvisa-
tion Combo, and Syn-
thesizer Ensemble. The
eclectic repertoire pro-
grammed by the ensem-
bles will unfold into a
lively and creative con-
cert that promises to
usher in the freshness of
Spring.

The concert is at 7:30
p.m. Monday, March 27,
at Schoolcraft College
VisTaTech Center, DiPo-
nio Room. Admission is
free. Donations will be
gratefully accepted at
the door and will be used
to fund student schol-
arships and the Jazz

LOCAL NEWS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Barefoot Productions stages “The 39 Steps" at 8 p.m. April 7- 8 and Sunday matinees at2 p.m.
April 2 and 9. Pictured are Steve Sedore of Plymouth, Kate Fasco of Canton and Chris Glutting

of Detroit.

Program.

School open house

St. Michael Lutheran
School located at 3003
Hannan Road in Wayne is
hosting an all school open
house from 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, April 1.
Meet our teachers, learn
about our programs.
Also, the Leslie Science
Center from Ann Arbor
will present a wild ani-
mal exhibit from 11 a.m.
to noon. For more in-
formation, call 734-728-
3315.

April Fools' Softball

Come out and play
Saturday, April 1. Itisa
10 Team Tournament,
Modified Chicago Style
Double elimination,
Championship game.
Teams are co-ed. Mini-
mum five female, five
male. Rain, shine or
snow, the tourney will
take place.

Registration fee is
$150. Winning team re-
ceives T-shirts. Regis-
tration and payment
accepted at the Wayne
Senior Services Office in
the HYPE Recreation
Center, 4635 Howe Road,
Wayne. Organized by M3
to benefit the Wayne
Commission on Aging.

Artists-of-the-year

Wiesday Musicale of
Detroit presents it 2017
Artists-of-the-Year con-
cert featuring duo pia-
nists Yuki and Tomoko
Mack, at 3 p.m. Sunday,
April 2, at Birmingham
Unitarian Church, 38651
Woodward Ave., just
north of Lone Pine Road,
Bloomfield Hills.. The
concert will benefit a
program supporting
scholarships for out-
standing young musi-
cians.

The Mack Sisters will
perform works by
Brahms, Mendelssohn,
Liszt, Smetana, Rach-
maninoff, Barber and
Gershwin.

Admission for adults
$25; students $10; stu-
dents 18 and under free
(Courtesy of Perlman
Insurance Agency).
Scholarship Support: $50,
$75, $100, $250, $500,
$1,000 (gifts above the
cost of tickets are tax-
deductible). Make credit
card purchases at 313-
885-7882. Mail checks
payable to Thesday Mu-
sicale of Detroit, P.O. Box
36535, Grosse Pointe
Farms, MI 48236, or visit
www.tuesdaymusicale
ofdetroit.org for more
information. Thesday
Musicale of Detroit is a
501(c)3 nonprofit organi-
zation.

Monte Nagler
speaks

Three Cities Art Club
is proud to have Far-
mington Hills' renowned
photographer Monte
Nagler as our guest
speaker as he reveals
some of his secrets for
creating award winning
photos. The public is
welcome to attend this
free event from 7-9 p.m.
Monday, April 3, at Can-
ton Township Hall, lower
level meeting room, 1150
S. Canton Center Road,
Canton. Light refresh-
ments will be served. For
more information about
the event, contact Mari-
lyn Meredith at 313-231-
3939 or email marilynme-
redith@wowway.com.
For more information
about the art club, visit
www.threecitiesartclu-
b.org.

Bunny Brunch

The annual Bunny
Brunch will take place at
11 a.m. Saturday, April 8,
at the Civic Park Senior
Center, 15218 Farmington
Road. The event includes
lunch, crafts and a visit
from the Easter Bunny.
Tickets are available for
$6 for Livonia residents
and $9 for non-residents
at the Kirksey Recrea-
tion Center, 15100 Hub-
bard. All attendees over
age 2 must have a ticket.
For more information,
call 734-466-2900.

Easter Egg Hunt

The Cherry Hill Unit-
ed Methodist Church will
host an Easter egg hunt
from noon to 1 p.m. Sun-
day, April 9, at the
church, 321S. Ridge
Road, between Cherry
Hill Road and Michigan
Ave., Canton. For all
children. Hunt for candy
and small toy-filled plas-
tic eggs that will be hid-
den inside the church.
Have a picture taken
with the Easter bunny.
For more information,
call the church at 734-
495-0035.

Neighbors and
Friends

Livonia Neighbors and
Friends, a Women'’s Club
in Livonia, will welcome
back retired Sgt. Robert
Haig of the Detroit Police
Department on Thesday,
April 11. Sgt. Haig will
discuss how not to be-
come a victim of gypsy
scams, utility work im-
personators, pigeon
drops and computer and
phone scams. The “Don’t
Get Scammed” event will
take place at the Emman-
uel Lutheran Church
located at 34567 Seven
Mile Road in Livonia.
Livonia Neighbors and
Friends (A Women'’s Club
in Livonia) is open to
women who live/work in
Livonia and its surround-
ing communities. Gener-
al meetings are held on
the second Thesday of
every month, September
through May at 7 p.m..
Special activity groups
continue to meet year
round. For more informa-
tion, visit
http://livonianeighbors
andfriends.tripod.com

Spring Bazaar

Spring Bazaar at St.
John's Episcopal Church,
Saturday, April 8 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Arts,
crafts, baked goods, etc.
Lunch available. 555 S.
Wayne Road. For more
information, call 734-721-
5023.

Motor Truckers
Tickets are on sale
now for Better Than
Ever Productions third
season opener, “Mother
Truckers,” a comedy by
Judith Sapperstein and
Gary Murway performed
April 5-9, at the new
PARC facility downtown
Plymouth. Show dates
include April6 at1p.m.;
April 7and 8,7 p.m.;
April 9, 2 p.m. at the
Plymouth Arts and Rec-
reation Complex, 650
Church St., Plymouth.

Hello, Dolly!

Spotlight Players is
pleased to present the
Broadway Classic “Hello,
Dolly!” at the Village
Theater of Canton. Show
times are March 31-April
2 and April 7-9. The
shows start at 7:30 p.m.,
Friday and Saturdays,
and 2 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets for $16-$18 may
be purchased, and print-
ed at home or held in will
call at no extra charge by
using www. cantonvillage

theater.org. Tickets can
also be ordered over the
phone at 734-394-5300 x3
between 10 a.m-2 p.m.,
weekdays. You can pur-
chase tickets in person at
the box office which is
open between 10 a.m.-2
p.m. weekdays at 50400
Cherry Hill Road, Can-
ton. If remaining tickets
are available, they can be
purchased in person one
hour prior to show time
at the box office. For
more information, see
http://spotlightplayers
mi.org/

Benefit for the
Great Lakes Art
Center

Fish Fridays at the
Moose Lodge in Garden
City are 5-8 p.m.,through
Friday, April 14. Chef
Mike Zadorski, owner of
Cooking Unlimited, will
be hosting the weekly
fundraiser for the Great
Lakes Art Center. Chef
Mike will be baking,
grilling, and frying some
fantastic cod and halibut.
Cole slaw, mac and
cheese, and potatoes
included. $12 each dinner.
Open to the public. Adult
beverages available at
additional cost. Bottled
water free. Art Director
Don Wakefield, will be on
hand to talk about the art
center and show the sto-
ryboards for anyone
interested in learning
what's going to develop
at the facility.

Good Friday
breakfast

The 42nd annual Good
Friday Men's Breakfast
will feature guest speak-
er Jason Hanson, retired
Detroit Lions place kick-
er, Friday, April 14 at St.
Michael Lutheran
Church, 7000 N. Sheldon
Road, Canton. This com-
munity outreach event
includes a full breakfast,
beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Tickets are $6 for men
and $3 for boys 10 and
under. Call 734-459-3333
for more information.

Miracle League

Easter egg hunt

MLP will host its Fam-
ily Easter Egg Hunt from
11 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 8, at Bilkie Family
Field. Buddies are wel-
come, too. Arrive by
10:30 a.m. RSVP at in-
fo@miracleleagueply-
mouth.org If you would
like to help to clean up
after the Easter Egg,
Hunt, it won't take longer
than a half hour. To make
donations, contact Patty
Kordick at patriciakor-
dick@gmail.com

SJ5K Run Walk

The seventh annual
SJ5K, a student-orga-
nized charity race also
known as the Super Jess
5 Kilometer run/walk, is
coming up. On race day,
Sunday, May 7, show
your support for seven
families from our com-
munity, including P-CCS
staff, students, alumni,
and parents. The SJ5K
will stand alongside
these seven families,
which is the most amount
of worthwhile families
the race has supported
since it began in 2011.

For parents
Crossroads Church,
34500 Six Mile Road,
Livonia (meeting in the
lower level of Trinity
Church, enter through
the north side doors)
offers Creating a Safe
Internet for Our Kids
from 7-9 p.m. Wednesday,
March 29. A free In-
ternet safety seminar for
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parents. You love your
kids. You work hard to
keep them them. But the
internet is calling. Find
out what you can do to
protect them. For more
information, visit
Www.crossroadsnow.org
or call the church office
at 734-338-5149.

All about the arts

Wayne County Com-
munity College’s All
about the Arts series
welcomes The Boogie
Woogie Kid Trio (Emma
Aboukasm, Matthew Ball
and Gary Stevens) 7-8:30
p.m. Thursday, March 30,
at the college, 9555 Hag-
gerty Road, Belleville.
Admission is free and
refreshments are avail-
able. For more informa-
tion, call 734-374-3232.

Archery range to
open

The Livonia Archery
Range will open for the
season at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 1. The Ar-
chery Range, on Glen-
dale Ave. east of Far-
mington, between Ply-
mouth and 1-96, offers
several target lanes and
one lane specifically for
shooting broad heads to
tune-in hunting bows.
The archery range is
open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
each Saturday, April
through October, and 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. each Sun-
day, May through Octo-
ber. An adult must ac-
company all children
ages 10 and under. Daily
fees for adults are $4 for
Livonia residents and $6
for non-residents. Chil-
dren are $2 for Livonia
residents and $4 for non-
residents. Season pass
rates are also available.
For more information,
call 734-466-2900 or visit
www.ci.livonia.mi.us.

Passage

How to reach us:

(WGRL) A1l

Angels and baby
gowns

Angels Above Baby
Gowns with Garden City
High School will host a
Prom Dress Event from
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday April 22. These
gently used dresses will
be available for anyone
in need, free of charge. A
$10 donation to cover the
cleaning cost is sugges-
ted.This donation will go
directly to the nonprofit,
AABG. For more infor-
mation, contact Dawn
Lafferty at 734-421-2322
or angelsabovebaby
gownsmi@gmail.com.
Wedding gowns will not
be collected at this event
is at Garden City High
School, 6500 Middlebelt.

Change of date
Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560
Merriman Road, Livonia,
has changed the date of

the Annual Mystery
Purse Auction to noon,
Saturday, April 22. For
more information, con-
tact Melissa at 734-765-
1827.

Community
craft-making

The public is invited
to join others for Craft-
Making Fun on Saturday,
April 1, at the Clarence-
ville United Methodist
Church, 20300 Middlebelt
Road, Livonia, from 10
am.to2p.m. Thisisa
free event. Just bring
your own craft materials
and enjoy the conversa-
tion and fellowship of
other crafters. Bring a
snack to share if you
wish. Beverage will be
provided. For more in-
formation, call 248-474-
3444 or email
clarencevillechurch@
gmail.com.
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Deadlines: Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers
Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

LAVOIE

ROGER LEO 77, passed away
peacefully on Monday night,
March 20, 2017 surrounded

by his loving family. Beloved
husband of June. Loving father
of Nanine (Steve) Cvengros,
Kristen and Daniel (Emma)
Lavoie. Proud grandfather of
Madison Cvengros as well as
Luca and Nina Lavoie. Also
survived by cherished sister,
Janet (David) Solomon and
several nieces and nephews.
Visitation will be at Harry J. Will
Funeral Home, 37000 Six Mile
Rd. in Livonia, on Friday March
31,3-8 p.m. Funeral Services
will be held at St. Collette
Catholic Church, 17600
Newburgh Rd. in Livonia on
Saturday, April 1, in state 9
a.m. followed by 10 a.m. Mass.
Roger’s full obituary can be
viewed at
www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com.

JACOBS

JOHN ROBERT M.D. 67,
suddenly passed away March
20, 2017 at home. Beloved
husband of Sharon for 37
years. Brother of Patricia
Jacobs, William (Yuki), Thomas
(Cora), Marie Weissbourd
(Robert) and Steven (Kathleen).
Loving son of the late John
E. and Elizabeth Jacobs. Also
survived by many nieces and
nephews. A Memorial Service
will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, the family
suggests gifts may be made to
Wayne State University, check
memo John R. Jacobs, MD
or charity of your choice. A.J.
Desmond & Sons
248-549-0500.
View obituary and share
memories at AJDesmond.com

May you
find comfort
in family
and friends

FIOL

PATRICIA ANN Age 92. March
22, 2017. Beloved wife of the
late Stanley James Fiol for
64 years. Loving mother of
Buzz (Kathy) Fiol and Melissa
(Gary) Oudersluys. Cherished
grandmother of Gwendolyn
(Andrew) Miriani, Stuart (Laurie)
Fiol, Bethany Oudersluys,
Barclay Oudersluys, and
Boyce Oudersluys. Great-
grandmother of three.
Memorial Service at Lynch
& Sons Funeral Home, 1368
N. Crooks Rd. (between 14
and 15 Mile Roads), Tuesday
7:30 p.m. Friends may visit
beginning at 5 p.m. Obituary
and condolences at
lynchfuneraldirectors.com.

WILES

RUTH J. age 92 of Ganton,
passed away March 18,
2017. Beloved wife of the late
John Wiles. Loving mother
of Diane (James Thomas)
Pollock, Thomas (Laura)
Wiles, Ray (llidia) Wiles, and
Joanne (the late Gary) Harper.
Proud grandmother of five
and great-grandmother of 10.
Funeral Service Saturday, 11
a.m. at the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home, 280 S. Main,
Plymouth, 48170. Visitation
Friday from 2-8 p.m. To leave
a condolence and view full
obituary, please visit
schrader-howell.com

SMITH

SHIRLEY FRANCES March
24, 2017, age 68 of Plymouth.
Beloved wife of George.
Loving mother of Lisa (Scott)
Paxson and Amy (Neal)
Harrison. Proud Grandma

of James, Jessica, and
Josephine. Funeral Service
Wednesday 10:30 a.m. at
Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral
Home, 46401 W. Ann Arbor
Rd. (between Sheldon and
Beck), Plymouth. Visitation
Tuesday 2-8 p.m. Memorial
contributions may be made to
Huron Woods, 5361 McAuley
Dr., Ann Arbor, Ml 48106. To
share a memory, please visit
vermeulenfuneralhome.com.
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Schoolcraft College dome,
program ‘catalyst’ for health

St. Joe's Sports Dome not just about soccer, thanks to newly unveiled SC Elite partnership

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

There’s literally no place like dome

— especially at Schoolcraft College.
Wednesday afternoon’s official
grand opening of the newly named St.
Joe’s Sports Dome was about much
more than celebrating the $6 million

GIRLS SOCCER PREVIEW

Spartans set

to move up
the charts

Strong nucleus and
promising newcomers
could make this a big
season for Stevenson

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

The Livonia Stevenson varsity
girls soccer team had a pretty big
year in 2016, sporting a 15-5-3 record
and finishing third behind perennial
powerhouses Novi and Northville in
the KLAA Central Division.

But head coach Ken Shingledeck-
er and the Spartans have bigger fish
to fry in 2017.

“We are looking to take the next
step toward being a major contender
in the KLAA and the entire state,”
Shingledecker said. “We have as
good of an attack as anyone in the
state.”

Stevenson’s attack indeed is one
to watch. All-state honorable men-
tion forwards Audrey Kopitz and
Kennedy Thurlow, both juniors, are
back and ready to make life miser-
able on opposing keepers.

Also ready to do damage are sen-
ior forward Sarah Monte (committed
to Marygrove College), senior Maria
Bayyouk and newcomers Maddie
Nelson (junior), Abby Werthman
(freshman) and Meredith Hage
(freshman).

The Spartans can also bank on
standouts elsewhere on the field.

At midfield is senior Megan Ve-
rant, who made third-team all-state
last season and is committed to Ma-
donna University.

But the Spartans lineup also fea-
ture returning midfielders such as
junior Kayla Gacioch, senior Kait
Pence and sophomore Sarah Dress-
ing.
gPushing them for playing time
will be junior newcomers Teresa
Semak and Jennifer D’Antonio.

See SPARTANS. Page B2

THERESA CALLAN
One of Livonia Stevenson's key returners
is Alyssa Benvenuti (center), shown during
a 2016 game against South Lyon East.

facility that now towers over 1-275 in

Livonia.
It also was about launching SC Elite

— a collaborative program designed to
jump-start health, fitness and good
nutrition both for youngsters and
adults.

“As a college, we're all about suc-

cess in the classroom,” Schoolcraft

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SOFTBALL

*1.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) applies to vehicle models 2014 or newer and assumes auto
pay discount. Rates subject to change. Federally insured by NCUA. ©2017 Community Financial

Vice President Glenn Cerny said.
“What we have learned is success in
the classroom happens when we also
engage our students outside the class-
room, in activities on our campus.”
The unveiling also featured a rib-
bon-cutting including Schoolcraft

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ed McCarthy, president of the Michigan
Wolves-Hawks Soccer Club, said the new St.
Joe's Sports Dome has been a "game

See DOME, Page B3 changer" for the organization.

back in the day,” noted
Patterson, following

Thursday's practice

inside the Garden City

High School gymnasium
— what with fields still too

muddy to use.

Hats on heads, hearts on
sleeves ... one mightas well
call Patterson “Mr. Garden
City Softball” for all he's
done for the program since
taking the helm in 1987.

Patterson’s tough-but-
fair coaching style also
stresses fundamentals,
doing things as a team,
working hard and get-
ting after it on de-
fense.

“Our philosophy
over the years, just
try to play defensive-

ly as sound as we can

See PATTERSON, Page B3

AUTO LOANS MADE EASY

Community
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CFCU.ORG/AUTOS
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Ladywood

Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Although Wednesday's season open-
er was postponed due to cold weather,
first-year coach Mike Sullivan has a
warm feeling inside about his Livonia
Ladywood lacrosse squad.

Sullivan inherits a Blazers squad that

finished 10-7 a year ago under Chris
Merucci in his lone season as coach.
Ladywood's season ended last year in
the MHSAA Division 2 regional semi-
finals against Walled Lake Northern,
14-11.

“I didn't know much about the talent
coming in,” Sullivan, who is the Blazers’
third head coach in three seasons. “|
just knew they needed a coach and |
knew I like coaching. But as I've been
here, we've had athletes and we have
people who can score. And that's really
all I needed to try to win.”

Sullivan, who coached boys club
lacrosse the past two years at Total
Sports in Wixom, has been leaning on
assistant coach Andrea Konja during
the preseason workouts.

“I have a broader understanding of
most sports, but during practice I'll be
putting in game plans and then someone
will correct me on arule,” he said. “I've
been looking into all the rules, and what
not. But as you go on it's kind of been a
work in progress. I've been an assistant

GIRLS SOCCER PREVIEW
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BRAD EMONS

Ladywood's senior lacrosse captains are Colleen Barnes (left) and Colleen Lynch.

coach who kind of concentrates my
thoughts and strategies towards wom-
en. So I'm learning just as much as I'm
teaching them. It's a very similar sport,
but very different at times.”

Nicole Reece (Alma College) and Jill
Jacobs (Tiffin University) were two
notable losses to graduation.

But senior captains Colleen Barnes
and Colleen Lynch both return and will

hometownlife.com

squad under new management

be team leaders. Barnes plays defense,
while Lynch is an attacking midfielder.

Sullivan hopes to get consistent scor-
ing from junior attackers Sydney Pilut
and Claire Haase, while sophomore
Adrianna Rugerio will open in goal for
the Blazers.

Other key returnees include sopho-
more attack Victoria Pilut, senior mid-
fielder Kristin Kelly, senior defender
Devon Kelly, junior midfielder Bridgid
Sullivan, senior attack Jacquelyn Cy-
winski, junior midfielder Julianne Sny-
der, junior Kathleen Sullivan and sopho-
more attack Victoria Pilut.

After the Farmington season opener
was postponed, Ladywood will open its
season at 4:30 p.m. Monday, April 3 at
Birmingham Marian in a Catholic
League match.

Sullivan hopes the Blazers can not
only contend in the Catholic League, but
also compete at the state level. During a
four-year run from 2011 through 2014
under coach Kristine Sanders, Lady-
wood reached the Division 2 semifinals
three times and lost in the 2013 state
final.

“I'm not going to make any bold pre-
dictions, but at the same time I’'m not
coaching to just be O.K.,” Sullivan said.
“I have the expectation that we're going
towin.”

bemons@hometownlife.com

Trio of John Glenn alums back to change program’s culture

Opening win shows new coaches
already connecting with Rockets’

varsity girls soccer team

Tim Smith

Hometownlife.com

It's almost like Back to the Future
for Westland John Glenn’s varsity girls
soccer program.

After enduring a dismal 2-14 record
last year, the Rockets
brought back soccer
alums Khalid Suleiman,
George Easter and
Evelyn Accerno to take
the coaching helm of
the Rockets’ varsity
and junior varsity
teams.

Of course, Suleiman
and Easter were strong
players on John Glenn’s varsity boys
teams of the mid-to-late 2000s. Sulei-
man is varsity head coach with Easter
as his assistant.

Accerno is the head coach of the JV.
All are United States Soccer Feder-
ation-certified coaches, the first time
the John Glenn staff can make that
claim.

“This season we are focusing on
rebuilding a program,” Suleiman said.
“Last year we lost six seniors who
made a big difference in the game.”

Already, the Rockets are halfway to
equaling their win mark of a season
ago. On Thursday, junior Jenna Deer-

Suleiman

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

SUBMITTED
One of the Westland John Glenn captains is
senior Kaitlyn Balko. She is considered a
"glue” player with strong leadership.

ing (on a penalty kick) and junior
Carley Loving scored while freshman
goalkeeper Sasha Lux recorded her
first career shutout in a 2-0 win over
Farmington.

Suleiman, who has eight years
coaching experience including with the

Hartland United FC, said one of the
areas he and his coaches want players
to make strides in is how to perform
well under pressure.

The opener was Exhibit A that the
message is being heeded.

“Last year our program struggled a
lot with getting along, maintaining
composure under pressure and keeping
on to the lead,” Suleiman noted.

But he cited the influx of ninth-grad-
ers Lux, Madison Ciemnicki and Ni-
vene Rizkhallah as standing up “to the
testand | am very excited to see what
they have in store for us the next three
years. Madison Ciemnicki is a brick
wall at the center back position who in
my mind is by far one of the biggest
pick-ups of the year.”

But John Glenn does have some key
returners who can't wait to forget all
about last year.

Senior Kaitlyn Balko and juniors
Deering, Daniel Deel and Rachel La-
Rowe are team co-captains who all are
“great players with a lot of ability to
make this year successful.”

Among other Rockets who want to
make a difference are Loving, Morgan
Dangle, junior Emma O’'Beime and
sophomore Bryce Allen.

Aubrianna Kolb, Makayla Seregna
and Minami Arima all were solid in the
opening victory to provide reliable
depth.

Deering enjoyed a goal and an assist
against Farmington to nab player of the
game honors, and she could use that
showing as a springboard to an out-
standing season.

Suleiman continued that Balko “held
the team on her back using her motiva-
tional support and positive attitude to
keep the girls going when times were
tough. She is the brick and stone to this
team which holds all the girls together.”

“This game showed the girls true
potential to change this program and
have it running in the right direction,”
Suleiman said.

Lutheran Westland preview

After posting an unusual record of
six wins, one loss and 10 ties in 2016
(including 1-1-4 in the MIAC), Lutheran
Westland's varsity girls soccer team
will mostly be brand new, coach Sara
Schafer said.

“We are a young team this year,”
Schafer said. “All the new players are
working hard everyday to improve and
they are working well as a team.”

There are some key returners, in
senior co-captain Rebecca Gembarski
and junior co-captain Mackenzie Sale-
nik.

Gembarski, a defender, is beginning
her fourth varsity season. Salenik is a
third-year varsity player and will play
midfield.

Also back is sophomore defender
Marissa Gonzales.

Players new to the fold who could
help the Warriors' cause include sopho-
more midfielder Faith McLeod, fresh-
man forward Emilie Fremder and
freshman midfielder Laiken Osborne.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

After 11 seasons, Graves departs as Madonna women’s hoops coach

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

The Madonna University women’s
basketball program is going in a differ-
ent direction after Carl Graves con-
firmed Friday he will not return for his
12th season as head coach.

Graves went 166-162 overall in 11
years. He surpassed Marylou Jansen’s
career 154-win total on Dec. 3,2016, to
become the all-time winningest coach
in program history and was honored for
the accomplishment prior to the Cru-
saders’ Jan. 14 home game against Law-
rence Tech.

According Madonna.edu, Graves'
replacement will not only serve as head
basketball coach, but also as a senior
women’s administrator working with
assistant athletic director Noel Emen-
hiser, who is also the men’s basketball
coach.

“The job has already been posted,”
said MU'’s Scott Kennell, who is in his
first year as the school's A.D. after
coming from Penn College (Pa.). “The
process goes through the sports in-
formation department. We don’t com-
ment on why people are not here. It's a
new process for any of our employees.
We're not commenting.”

Madonna's newly hired sports in-

SPARTANS

Continued from Page Bl

Shingledecker knows his team will
be dangerous on the attack, but a story-
line to watch will be how quickly the
loss of three starting defenders to grad-
uation can be offset.

“We graduated three starting back-
line players, so we know we will have
some growing pains until that unit can
jell,” he said.

Of course, he still has a trio of senior
defenders in Alyssa Benvenuti and
Yasmine Jaafar, who have both commit-
ted to Madonna, and senior defender
Emma Werthman (bound for School-

formation director Zachary
Shore said there would be no
press release regarding Graves'
departure. Graves’ bio was taken
down Thursday on the Madon-
naCrusaders.com website. The
website continues to list both
Jamey Petree and Heather Pratt,
a former Crusader player under
Graves, as assistant coaches.

The Crusaders wound up 16-12 over-
all and 12-10 in the WHAC this past
season. Two of the team’s five starters
have been lost to graduation including
NAIA honorable mention All-America
and first-team All-WHAC selection
Michele Hayes.

“The University deemed that the
position needed to be full-time,” Graves
said. “They offered it to me and | could
not take it as a full-time position be-
cause | already have a full-time posi-
tion, so my understanding is that
they're going forward. It needs to be
full-time for a lot of reasons, which |
guess they can explain to you. | know
that they were talking about making
some of the positions full-time, but they
decided this one needed to be full-time
in the fall. They did offer it to me with a
pay increase and | could not take it.”

The 48-year-old Graves is currently
employed as a social worker in special

Graves

craft College). Junior Carson Van Dike
is another experienced player on de-
fense.

Two newcomers will have a chance
to make their mark on defense. Those
are senior Roxanne Fortier (exchange
student from Canada) and junior Nat-
alie Hawkins, a transfer from Livonia
Ladywood.

Also looking to help the cause is
junior defender Natalie Beaudoin, also
new to the squad.

Taking care of goalkeeping duties
will be sophomore returner Haley
Demers, sophomore newcomer Ashley
Kasper, and freshman Mackenzie Fifer.

With high stakes in the division and
beyond, Shingledecker and his players
know much is expected of the Spartans.

education with the Monroe
County Intermediate School
District.

“That's my day job, that's my
passion,” Graves said. “That's
what I went to school for and
that's what | love to do. | mean,
not that I don’t love coaching ... |
love coaching, too. One day I'll
return to coach. But 11 years

there | feel like | did a heckuva job and
we had a lot of great things happen.”

Graves' teams finished runner-up in
the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Confer-
ence three times and qualified for the
WHAC playoffs 11 times. One of his
biggest wins came in late December of
2013 when the Crusaders upset NCAA
Division | foe University of Detroit
Mercy at Calihan Hall, 86-76.

Graves was twice named WHAC
Champions of Character Coach of the
Year. He coached two WHAC Players of
the Year and one Newcomer of the
Year. Fifty-one student-athletes had
earned Academic All-Conference hon-
ors with 32 of them being named NAIA
Scholar-Athletes under Graves.

“I've had kids you remember like
Tabatha Wydryck and Katie Martin,”
Graves said. “Those kids that are now
medical doctors ... Kim Olech a police
officer out in Hicson (Ariz.)... | could

“You have to perform at such a high
level every game in the Central if you
expect to win it,” Shingledecker
stressed. “There are no nights off, and
you can't have bad games.

“Getting that consistent effort every
night out is always a battle with high
school kids. We have tremendous lead-
ers on this team, so we are confident
we’ll be in the fight at the end of the
season.”

For starters
The Spartans got off to a good start
Wednesday with a 4-2 win over Detroit
Country Day. .
Stevenson poured 21 shots IN the
direction of Yellowjackets senior goalie
Isabel Nino, who will play next year at

go on and on. There’s just are so many
of them that | am in contact with...
Kaylee McGrath is one of the top NICU
nurses out in Denver. So we've had a lot
of success there and | brought a lot of
very talented athletes like McGrath,
Olech, Wydryck and Michele Hayes —
all those people — so | think we had a
good run for 11 years. I'm proud of
everything of what they went on to
accomplish at Madonna.”

A former U.S. Marine who saw ac-
tion in Desert Storm, Graves coached
previously as an assistant at Concordia
University (1996-98) and posted a 88-39
record during his six seasons as the
varsity girls basketball coach at Carle-
ton Airport High School before taking
the Madonna job.

“I don't think I'm done coaching,”
Graves said. “I'll will coach again some-
where. Like | said, they decided that it
needed to be full-time right now. It's
just unfortunate. | don't have any ill
will towards them. For me personally
and for my family, | certainly couldn’t
do that because it would have repre-
sented some major changes for us as a
family and | couldn't take it. It wasn't
my call to make it full-time, but that's
what happened.”

bemons@hometownlife.com

Michigan.

Scoring three times for Stevenson
was Kopitz, with Gacioch adding the
fourth. Chipping in with helpers were
Abby Werthman and Verant.

“We were excellent in the attack all
night,” Shingledecker said. “We are
pleased with the fact that we scored
four goals on such a great goalkeeper.

“Our center mids of Kayla Gacioch,
Megan Verant and Sarah Dressing
were very good offensively and defen-
sively all night long.”

Next for the Spartans is a home
game at 6 p.m. Monday against South
Lyon.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Michigan, Sat One day
oniy - Furiture, Sioctionice. ouse:
hold items, building supplies, sport-
ing goods, 46" cub cadet lawn tractor,
lawn sweeper, dehumidifier.

U(T1O\EERIG

Garden City Moving Sale Thurs. 3/30
llam-6pm Tools, riding mower,
Fridge, stove, stackable washer &
dryer, furniture & etc. 28510 Elmwood

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”
books at QuillDriverBooks.com

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.
1st Choice Mortgage 138560  (734) 707-8877 4 0 325 0 Here's How It Works:
7 4 3 Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511  (800) 593-1912 4 0 325 0 solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
4 7 8 9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
AFI Ei al 3 877) 234-0600 3.99 3.2 each row, column and box. You can
fnancial 2431 ( ) - 8 0 -25 0 9 6 7 figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
. 6 1 3 7 provided in the boxes. The more numbers
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.99 0 3.125 0 you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!
5 9 6
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100 4.25 0 3.5 0 8 6 P L Z s 9 £ L
7 8 4 £ L9 9 86 Z L v
Fifth Third Bank 403245  (800) 792-8830  4.125 0 3375 0 Z 9L LeP o9 ss
9 3 7 v £ 6 S 9 8 L L Z
L Z 96 P L £ 9 8
Lenderful.com 1326443  lenderful.com 4.125 0 3.375 0
4 2 6 1 9 L8 8 L Z s P g
z P Z 8 s 9 L 6 £
Ross Mortgage 107716 248) 282-1602 4.375 0 3.625 0
0a9 (248) 3 5 8 6 8 I Z £ fr 9 9
9 9 £ P 6 L 8 Z L
Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 4.25 0.25 3.5 0

Above Information available as of 3/24/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a WORDS

CRARY WORD SEARCH

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment ACRYLIC
ADHESIVE

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com GPHVUZAHTADHESIVEKSW :z;:c%lﬁ
GNSAORIGAHIMCLYHNSAI BEADING

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 RHICRFYEKISTYSIOATLO Bgzgs
OTWTIEUBLEEDCQAPENKB BLOTTING
©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved GERYTSPWBOWIOOHRZGPH e
ZSIYKOSMFZHISOCKOCE\V CERAMICS

DLSUTVLOEAINCOTCCEUG ol

PHLOQAIBRTRKLFAOOPLP cowpass

OCBYBBOEUSHOADATLEGA sl

RIGZHHCCGFRRLRHSLRGS crop

CLDBFPEHEAKHHZSDACKT Eueoss

DY ZZCGACZSZDCKSRGCTE oLaze

BRGTKAYRQTATRKTAEUPK o

DCNRBZPBGHTBAOECBPAK KNiFE

Y AIAFIGPQIELTINARGAI K

ETDPUPNLLCLZSLCFVILP ORIGAMI

ZLAIYOQADAIHLWSICRAFT v

AEELCGYIIZOQCABLG\VSPZ PASTE

VFBCSWLDNNEUCCSPUNCH s
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L] Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout fhe puzzle. W;ITE!RPCEDRL):)R

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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RAV4 HAS GOTTEN GOOD AT HOLDING DOWN TOYOTA'S STAKE IN
COMPACT UTILITY VEHICLES, A CRUCIAL SEGMENT

RAV4 has
always been one
ofthose vehicles
that a great
car company
absolutely needs
but doesn't
talk about: a
high-volume
nameplate in the
sweet spot ofa
crucial segment

ofthe American market that pleases
a loyal ownership base year after year
and picks up enough new customers
to remain vital to the brand.

In the case of RAV4,
Toyota practically invented the
compact crossover with the first
version ofthis utility vehicle in
the mid-1990s. And it's still a huge
player in the segment with a fourth-
generation RAV4 that has been
around since 2012.

Toyota made a bunch of
improvements last year to help keep
RAVA4 a leader in a segment that has
grown tremendously around some of

RAV4 Is powered by a 2.5-llter, 4-cyUnder engine.

The rear is flexible for passengers and cargo.

the early players like RAVA4, as sport-
utility vehicles now have become the
majority ofthe U.S. vehicle market,
flipping the situation with sedans
from just a couple ofyears ago.

And fittingly, RAV4 remains one
ofToyota's biggest sellers. Almost at
the volume level of the best-selling
Camry and Corolla sedans, RAV4 is
by far Toyota’'s best-selling truck or
SUV, selling almost double the level
ofthe much bigger Highlander, for
example. And it has survived atop the
brand's ute lineup while others - the
short-lived Venza, for example, and
FJ Cruiser have disappeared.

RAVA4 sold at about a 3-percent
higher level in the first two months
ofthis year than a year earlier,

an impressive
achievement for
such a mature
model in a
flattening overall
market and

going against a
proliferation of
newer compact
SUVs from
competitors. The
vehicle long has
competed head-
to-head with the
equally venerable
Honda CR-V,

but new entries
include the Mazda
CX-5 and Hyundai
Tucson.

The RAV4 is
a car-based SUV
with five seats,
with no third row
offered in this generation, and either
front- or all-wheel drive. Its got
pretty middling performance and
relatively utilitarian styling, but like
most Toyota's, RAV4 has a great
reputation for reliability, practicality
and comfort.

Yet Toyota hasn't been standing
still. For 2017, Toyota added a long
list of active-safety equipment as
standard on every model. What
the company calls Toyota Safety-
Sense consists of forward-collision
warning, lane-departure alert,
lane-keeping assist, adaptive cruise
control, and automatic high-beam
headlights.

Also, Toyota has added a
new, higher-priced top-level trim.
Platinum, for 2017, priced at $35,690
for a front-wheel-drive version and
$1,400 more for all-wheel drive.

RAV4 is Toyota's best-selling utility vehicle

This upper-crust version includes
a monochromatic exterior and
luxury features including heated
steering wheel, power lift gate, and a
360-degree-view camera system.
RAV4 was popular from the
git-go because Toyota figured out
how to create a spacious and versatile
interior that is able to fit in people
comfortably, as well as a lot of stuff
- or even both at once. The rear-seat
area allows plenty of legroom and
headroom and, unusually in SUVs
even today, it reclines. There is a
low lift-over height to the cargo area
through the hatch, making it easy to
put bulky or heavy items in the hold.
At 38 cubic feet with the back
seats up and 73 cubic feet with the
seats folded into the floor, RAV4
provides ample space that seems
more characteristic ofa larger vehicle

on the outside.

And when it comes to
performance in the areas where it
counts most with daily drivers -
noise levels, smoothness and handling
- RAV4 is exemplary of Toyota's
considerable accomplishments in
these areas.

Where RAV4 falls a bit short of
competitors is in some performance
areas. For instance, with 26 mpg
combined mileage, some newer rivals
do better than RAV4's fuel economy,
thought it's still very respectable for
any SUV

And the standard 2.5-liter,
four-cylinder powertrain is fair to
middling at best when it comes
to peppiness. The all-wheel drive
version consumes 8.4 seconds getting
from zero to 60 mph (A hybrid
version does it a tad more quickly.)
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best deal for you

Autos Wanted

Available Novi

Highland, $835, 2 bdrm, 1 ba, all

Condo/Duplexes/

Real Estate
Rentals
great place to live...

Apartments & Lofts

FREE RENT UNTIL APRIL 1 ST!
$699** moves you in!
Homes Starting as low as

$1,129/month! 3 bedroom, 2 bath &

4 bedroom, 2 bath homes. Come in
today! These homes won't last long!

Call Sun Homes today.

(888) 685-0265 Or apply online at
www.4northville.com

adpha?ces, cla, diw, gar, gas I‘vl‘ SouthLyonSchool!
N a 1 Ranch St
Y and unit, 48357 (248)302-5821 OFFICE HOURS: M-F 8a - 5:30p
is2025 280@hotmail.com . SAT9a-1p
| Offer Expires 3/31/2017
1 “Some restrictions apply

EHO

Taylor Towers
Now Accepting
Applications
Senior Citizen

Residence
62 & Older.

1&

2 Bedroom

36500 Marquette
3 Westland, M1 48185
j(734)326-0700

5 Equal Housing

Opportunity

cars.com
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