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Christmas arrived early for 
the students at Hicks Elemen­
tary School in Inkster.

On the last day of school 
before the two-week holiday 
break, students got lunch and 
presents at a surprise event in 
the cafeteria/gym.

“You guys have been so good 
this year, Santa made a visit to 
Hicks,” Principal Amy Gee told 
the students as they sat down 
for lunch.

When they first entered the 
gym, the students were pretty 
quiet — some stared at the 
decorations and stacks of
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Brielle Ballard, 5, is excited to open her presents.

wrapped gifts with then- 
mouths open. Pretty quickly, 
the students got over their 
surprise and began cheering 
with delight.

Like any good Christmas 
morning, many of the kids and 
staff were decked out in their 
best pajamas — it was also 
pajama day at Hicks.

Calling the event “Miracle 
on Helen Street,” using the 
school’s location, Gee organized 
the party to send off students 
on a high note for their break. 
The gifts and meals were all 
donated — the mountain of 
gifts were wrapped by volun­
teers, too.

“I’m very, very happy. I’m

overwhelmed. I’ve been crying 
my eyes out,” said Gee, who 
was working the microphone 
and keeping the party — stu­
dents came through in their 
usual three lunch periods — on 
schedule.

Teachers and central office 
staff were helping out with the 
party, including Wayne-West- 
land Schools Superintendent 
Michele Harmaia. So were a 
contingent of Michigan State 
Police troopers who work in 
Inkster through the Secure 
Cities Partnership.

State TYooper Micah Keller 
learned about the “Miracle on

See SURPRISE, Page A2

SANTA PLEASE?
A r e a  y o u n g s t e r s  s h a r e  t h e i r  w i s h e s

The Observer asked kids 
from our readership area to 
share their wishes from Santa. 
Here's what they offered, just 
as they wrote it:

Dear Santa,
How are the Reindeer?

How are you? I wot the hot 
wheels flir. My mom wants 
jewelry. My Dad wos a now 
botiy. My sister wos the Somr 
Chip.

P.S. wake me up.
Love, Marley Farhat 
Dear Santa,
How are you? Can you take 

breaks? Can you do what ever 
you want? Can you git me a 
kory mushen? Can you git me 
a baby dol? Can you git my 
mama macup?

Love, Skylah Scott 
Dear Santa,
How aer you? How aer the 

elves? Can you bring my dad 
tools and my mom some jewel­
ry? I want a BBS.

Love, Griffin Whiteside. 
P.S. Wake me up wan you 

gitthre!
Dera Santa,
How are you doing? Can 

you bring a hoch amal for 
Bella Wade? Can you bring me 
a hoch amal like Bella 
pleeeeeeeeeeeeeeees!

Have a safe trip,
Love, Sophia Wade 
P.S. I'm going to springkl 

deer food on the grass for 
your deer wite Bella.

Dear Santa Claus,
How are you doing? Could 

you bring my mom a new 
necklace? You are a Holly 
jolly felllow!

Has my elf on the shelf, 
Holloy, been talking to you 
these nights? Cause when I 
woke up this morning I found 
Holloy hanging from the top of 
my bunk bed.

Also, can you bring me a 
Xboxone?

Love, Maliyah Arielle Cun- 
ninghum

P.S. Could you bring me 
little live pets? How old are 
you really?

Dear Santa,
How many elves are there? 

Can you get Mrs. Zuzo a car 
and children. Good job!

Love,

See LETTERS, Page A3
M AYBURY FARM

Santa not only heard directly from area youngsters, but he received letters from them as well.

Couple pays 
off $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  
of layaways 

at local store
Matt Jachman
hom etow n I ife.com

For dozens of families who 
shop at the Kmart in Garden 
City, Santa Claus lives not at 
the North Pole but in southern 
California.

And Santa visited the store 
last Sunday, Dec. 18, in the 
form of a couple who paid for 
nearly $20,000 worth of mer­
chandise that had been put on 
layaway plans that had expired 
or were about to expire.

Steve and Samantha Bry­
son, who live in Bixby, Calif., 
near Long Beach, said they got 
the idea from a news report 
about a similar incident in 
Pennsylvania, and stopped at 
the Kmart on Ford Road on 
their way to Detroit Metropol­
itan Airport last Sunday. They 
were about to fly home after a 
visit to the area for a friend’s 
Christmas party and 50th 
birthday celebration.

“It was cold, and some of 
the areas we drove through 
were just so not in a good 
place,” said Samantha Bryson 
by phone Thursday evening, 
describing their spur-of-the- 
moment decision.

A couple paid nearly $20,000 
to retrieve the layaway mer­
chandise, a Kmart spokeswom­
an confirmed. The man also 
handed cash to some custom­
ers at the store, the spokes­
woman said.

See LAYAWAYS, Page A2

SUBMITTED

Steve and Samantha Bryson on Dec. 
18 at the Kmart in Garden City, 
where they paid off 65 layaway 
accounts totaling nearly S20.000.
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Helen Street” after a 
mutual friend shared 
Gee's Facebook post look­
ing for donations to put 
the party together.

“I saw it (the Facebook 
post). Since I work in 
Inkster, I thought it was a 
good opportunity to give 
back to the community,” 
Keller said. “Anytime you 
can engage with young 
kids, you do it. We want to 
be more community ser­
vice-oriented. Soon as I 
heard about this, I was 
interested right off the 
bat. And I knew my squad 
would be interested.”

The troopers helped 
younger kids open their 
bottles of water, helped 
distribute gifts and 
helped clean up between 
lunch periods to get 
ready for the next group 
of students. It was a kid- 
friendly lunch of chicken 
tenders, macaroni and 
cheese, green beans, 
apple slices and a cookie.

“We helped with the 
present donations. We 
helped serve lunch and

clean up. We're basically 
Amy’s (Gee) workers 
today,” Keller said.

Ruth Clark was help­
ing out at the holiday 
party. Her daughter, 
Taniyah Kitchen, is a 
paraprofessional at the 
school and twin grand­
sons Jamal and Jamar, 7, 
are students at the school.

“I come to help at the 
school sometimes. I think 
this is magnificent. I’ve 
never seen anything like 
this; it’s really nice,”
Clark said. “This is some­
thing for kids who 
wouldn’t get anything.”

The students each got 
several presents: Barbie 
dolls, Legos, games and 
other toys.

About 90 percent of 
the school’s students are 
eligible for free/reduced 
lunches, although Gee 
said the party was for all 
students, regardless of 
need.

“Boys and girls, we 
love you very much. Mer­
ry Christmas from your 
Hicks family," Gee told 
the students.
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Deshawn Acklin, 6, shows his present to classmates.

LAYAW AYS
Continued from Page A1

“Each year, Kmart has 
generous individuals that 
anonymously pay off 
members’ and custom­
ers’ layaway contracts to 
get into the holiday spir­
it. Although a majority of 
these instances occur 
during the holidays, it 
does occur all throughout 
the year,” wrote the 
spokeswoman, Bridgette 
Potratz, in an email.

“It was a fun couple of 
hours,” Samantha Bryson 
said.

Some 65 accounts 
were paid off, one by one, 
with the idea that people 
who had recently put 
items on layaway there 
were probably making 
Christmas purchases, 
Samantha Bryson said.

As the cash register 
spit out receipts, she 
said, she and her hus­
band were able to con­
firm the items were ne­
cessities and modest

FACEBOOK
Steve and Samantha Bryson.

gifts: shoes, winter cloth­
ing, a few toys.

“There were no elec­
tronics, no frivolous 
stuff, nothing,” Samantha 
Bryson said. The store 
immediately began con­
tacting people whose 
accounts had been paid.

Steve Bryson said he 
encountered two women 
at Kmart who had just 
paid off then- layaways 
and reimbursed them.

It wasn't the first time 
the Brysons had paid off 
customers’ layaway ac­
counts. They did the 
same thing at a Walmart 
in Memphis, where Steve

Bryson grew up, on a 
recent visit there.

The couple is being 
showered with thank- 
yous and good wishes.

“We’ve seen pictures 
of kids on bicycles they 
wouldn’t normally have 
gotten,” Steve Bryson 
said. People touched by 
their generosity in Gar­
den City, he added, have 
been “nothing but gra­
cious and kind.”

The Brysons, who own 
Global Electronic Tech­
nology Inc., which works 
in the payment proc­
essing field, routinely 
help charitable organiza­
tions in their area, such 
as the Long Beach Res­
cue Mission, at the holi­
days. They raise money 
for those organizations, 
Steve Bryson said, and 
match it, or more than 
match it, and this year 
had money left over.

They hope their kind­
ness is contagious.

Steve Bryson said he 
is motivated by having 
grown up amid hardship 
and violence in Memphis

and seeing many of his 
siblings die prematurely 
because of illnesses.

“We did what we had 
to do to get out of there,” 
said Bryson, who joined 
the U.S. Army at age 17 
and served in the 82nd 
Airborne Division. 
“When I got out I really 
had a good, solid bear­
ing.”

He went on to settle in 
California, where he has 
lived for 37 years, and 
found successful compa­
nies.

But he didn’t forget 
Memphis, keeping in 
touch with friends there 
and supporting the blues 
music scene that comes 
from that city. The Bry­
sons are involved with 
several blues recording 
labels.

“Music makes me 
sing, it makes my heart 
sing,” Steve Bryson said. 
“That and helping peo­
ple.”
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Saturday, December 31,2016 
BUFFET DINNER & SHOW 

ELVIS Tribute Starring: Matt King 
With Live Orchestra

Tickets: $45.00 - Cash Bar 
4pm & 7PM

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
(Inside Knights Columbus Building)

19801 Farmington Rd. (Between 7 & 8 Mile) 
Livonia, MI 48152 

Box Office: 248-473-7777 
Visa-Master cards accepted 

www.startributesfromlasvegas.com
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ik Dr. Stewa rt
Dr. James Stewart is a general dentist from Livonia, Ml. Today, he answers a 

question about sleep loss.

S H O U L D  W E  T R Y  A N D  M A K E  U P  

F O R  L O S T  S L E E P ?

Dear Dr. Stewart: Is it true that we should try and 
make up for lost sleep?

Dr. Stewart: Yes. When we lose sleep over the course of a few days or 
weeks, we can build up a sleep debt. The average adult needs to get seven 
to nine hours of rest per night to function properly during the day. Losing 
sleep can mean moodiness, difficulty concentrating during the day, weight 
gain, and even a higher risk of memory loss and heart disease. Fortunately, 
w ith the holidays you have an excellent chance to settle some or all of 
your sleep debt. To do so, I urge you to go to sleep at a reasonable time 
and continue to sleep until you wake up naturally. No alarms, just several 
days of a good night's rest. Once you are caught up do your best to avoid 
building up a new sleep debt by trying to get to bed and wake up at the 
same time every day as many days as you can.

If you have a question about your oral health or would like to schedule a 
complimentary cosmetic consultation, contact Dr. James Stewart.

Call 734.425.4400 or Visit www.jamesstewartdds.com
Dental
S L E E P  M E D I C I N E
------------------------------------------------ o f Michigan pc

&
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D.D.S., P.C.
15873 M idd lebe it, Suite 100 Livonia, M l 48154
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Connor Riddell
P.S. I want football 

cards! P.P.S., How tall are 
you?

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? 

Can you bring my Mom a 
small wallet? Will you get 
my DAd fancy pensols? 
Can you get my dogs a 
skwece? I wud like a rel 
lif kitten.

Love, Zoey Silverman
P.S. have a good trip. 

PPS, I love you.
Dear Santa,
How are you? Can you 

bring my mom earrings. 
PPS, can you bring me a 
real live robet? Have a 
safe trip.

Love, Cooper Daiek
Dear Santa,
How are you? Let me 

gase: Good? I thek? I 
don't know?

Would you bring my 
mom a fake garden? Can 
you bring my baby broth­
er a box fov famlae? 
Would you bring dad a 
new reasr?

Love, Josephine Pa­
quette

P.S. I want a Soign 
mshing. PPS, noke on my 
door?

Dear Santa,
Can you bring my Bro 

a PS4 and how are doing 
and Santa I wnt a bum­
blebee transfomes toy 
and Iw na camaro toy. 
Have a safe trip.

Justin Sturdivant
P.S. Can you bring 

cookies.
Dear Santa,
I hop you hav a grat 

trip and giv my mom a 
neclis! And giv my Dad a 
swiming sot, and giv my 
sistr som shoes and giv 
me a mrching monkey 
and a stachu of Batman. 
Bes Santa evr!

Sami Amer
P.S. I will lev you coc- 

es.
Dear Santa,
How are doing? Can 

you bring my mom some 
new glasses? For me I 
want some Pokemon. Are 
you rech?

Love, Maddox Mayer
P.S. can you wack me 

up?
Dear Santa,
How are you doing? 

Can you get Ms Zuxzo a 
Target gift card? Can you 
please give my dad a 
case for his phone? Have 
a safe trip.

Love Jaylen Lazaro
P.S. Can I have a ds? 

PPS I will leave the rane- 
dear carrots.

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? 

Can you bring a new 
neckalis for my mom? 
Can you bring me a 
Xboxl and play stackiy? 
Have a nice trip. I'll levi 
you a cooke and a glass of 
milk and a cartt for Ru- 
dof.

Love, Jack Strucel

Anthony Lack visits with Santa at the Novi Civic Center.

P.S. can you take off 
your boots and go up 
stares and wake me up to 
see the raindeers. PPS, 
can you give Ms Zuzo a 
Star Buckes free gift 
card?

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I 

think you are working 
hard and good. Can you 
bring my mom a neck­
lace that says Merry 
Christmas? Can you sis­
ter have a fluttershy 
stuffed animal? Can my 
dad have a new bowtie 
that is blue and back?
Can my cousin Nyvaeh 
have dress with a picture 
of you on it? Can I havea 
beanieboo cat that is 
brown and white and big?

Love, Cailey Ann- 
Marie Hall

P.S. Can you wake me 
when you get there so I 
can give you a hug? P.P.S. 
Ilove you big guy!

Dear Santa,
Can you do a backflip? 

Can you bring my cat a 
bed? I would like a re­
mote control train. Have 
a good trip!

Love, Preston 
P.S., you are AWE­

SOME!
Dear Santa,
Santa, you like cook­

ies? Can you bring my 
perents oreos? Can I 
have a cat? I hope your 
elves are good!

Love, Jed Hui 
P.S., you rock!
Dear Santa,
How are the elves?

Can you git my mom a 
bidifl necles? And a tools 
for my dad and git me a 
X Boks One pies if you

can? Hav a god trip, ha- 
pyye Crismis.

Love, Caden Bronk- 
horsst-Opalewski

P.S. Can you wack me 
up wen you get der pies?

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? 

Can you get my mom a 
gift? Can you get my dad 
a gift? Can you get my 
sister a lakai bracelet? 
Merry Chrismas Santa!

Gianina Rose Sera- 
piglia

P.S. I love ya big guy! 
PPS can you wake me up? 
PPPS, you are awesome!

Dear Santa,
How are you? Good?

Is Rudolph nice? Are the 
elves nice? Are you nice, 
Santa? Are all the elves 
good and nice? Pink is 
my favorite! And I love 
you!

From Adelaine Aus­
tin

PS Wiit fro me Santa!
Dear Santa,
I hoep you are nics. 1 

wot a ball of yarn for my 
cat and I wot a plants vs 
Zombies costom to play 
with in the house.

Love, Caleb Juben- 
ville

P.S. 1 hop you will 
Ubring my costoms. I 
love you.

Dear Santa,
Hi! How are you? Are 

you busy getting ready 
for Christmas Eve? I 
have a pretty big wish 
list this year. Mom wants 
a now crpt. My sister 
wantas now bocks. My ur 
sister wants a now DS. I 
want a toy dog. I can't 
wait for you to visit on 
Christmas Eve. I will

CITY OF LIVONIA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In  accordance w ith  th e  p rov isions s e t  fo rth  in  S ection  4 o f  Act 207 o f th e  P ub lic  A cts o f M ich igan  
o f 1921, a s  am en d ed , th e  C ity  Z oning  A ct (M SA 5.2934; M CLA 125.584) as  w ell a s  A rtic le  XXIII 
o f  O rd in an ce  No. 543, a s  am en d ed , th e  Z oning O rd in an c e  o f th e  C ity  o f  L ivonia, th e  Council 
h a s  d e te rm in e d  t h a t  a  P u b lic  H e a r in g  w ill ta k e  p lace  before th e  Council of th e  C ity  o f L ivonia  
on W ednesday. Jan u ary  11. 2017 a t 7:00 P.M., in  th e  A u d ito riu m  a t  C ity  H all, 33000 Civic 
C e n te r  D rive, L ivon ia , M ichigan , w ith  resp e c t to  th e  follow ing item :

PETITION 2016-11-01-08 s u b m itte d  by Soave H om es, to  rezone th e  p ro p e r ty  
located on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  L evan  Road be tw een  A nn A rbor T ra il  a n d  P ly m o u th  
Road (10014 L evan  Road ) in  th e  N o rth e a s t  1/4 o f  Section  32, from  R U F  (R u ra l 
U rb a n  F a rm ) to  R - l  (O ne F am ily  R es id en tia l -  60’x l2 0 ’ Lot).

SUSAN M. NASH, CITY CLERK

Published: December 25, 2016 L0-0000307017 3x2.5

CITY OF LIVONIA 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

AGENDA
Zoning Board o f Appeals 

January 10, 2017 -  7:00 p.m.
L ivonia  C ity H all -  G allery (5th Floor)

33000 C ivic C en ter D rive  
L ivonia , MI 

(734) 466 2259
A P P E A L  C ASE NO . 2017-01-01: Thom as B risbois, w est s id e  o f  D oris (14401) b etw een
O akview  and B en tley , seek in g  to  e re c t  a  six  (6) foot ta l l  p riv acy  fence upo n  a  c o m e r  lot, 
re su ltin g  in  excess fence heigh t.
A P P E A L  C ASE NO . 2017-01-02: DFCU F inan cia l, 400 Town C en ter, D earb o rn , M I 48126,
seek in g  to  e re c t a  w all sign  w hile  m a in ta in in g  tw o (2) ex is tin g  g ro u n d  s ig n s  upon p ro p erty  
loca ted  on th e  sou th  s id e  o f  S even  M ile (37373) b etw een  N ew burgh  and Glen E agles, 
re su ltin g  in  excess n u m b e r  o f w all s ig n s  a n d  w all s ign  a re a . T h e  tw o (2) g ro u n d  s ig n s  w ere  
g ra n te d  a  p rev ious v a ria n c e  (2002-09-123) a n d  a re  tw e n ty  (20) sq u a re  fee t each .
A P P E A L  C ASE NO . 2017-01-03: Zeal C redit U nion, ea st s id e  o f  N ew burgh  (17250)
b etw een  Six M ile and B en n ett, seek in g  to  e re c t th re e  (3) w all s ig n s  a n d  a g ro u n d  sign, 
re s u ltin g  in  excess n u m b e r  o f w all s ig n s , w all sign  a re a  a n d  a g ro u n d  sign  excess in  a re a . In  
th is  zon ing  d is tr ic t, only one (1) g ro u n d  o r w all s ig n  is  allow ed 
A P P E A L  C A SE  NO . 2017-01-04: L aurel Park R etail P rop erties, LLC, 2030 H am ilto n
P lace  Blvd., C h a tta n o o g a , T N  37421, on b e h a lf  o f  L essee  P a n e ra  B read , LLC, 6710 C layton  
Road, S t. Louis, M O 63117, seek in g  to  c o n s tru c t a  r e s ta u ra n t  on com m ercial p ro p e r ty  loca ted  
on  th e  north  s id e  o f  S ix  M ile (37700) b etw een  N ew bu rgh  and  I-275/I-96, re s u ltin g  in  
defic ien t p a rk in g  spaces. T h e  p a rk in g  req u ired  in clu d es  th e  ex is tin g  L au re l P a rk  M all p ro p erty  
a n d  th is  proposed  r e s ta u ra n t .  Also, d e fic ien t is th e  p a rk in g  w id th  o f n in e  (9) fee t w h ere  ten  
(10) fee t is  requ ired .
A P P E A L  C ASE NO . 2017-01-05: L aurel Park R eta il P rop erties, LLC, 2030 H am ilto n
P lace  Blvd.. C h a ttan o o g a , TN  37421, on b e h a lf  o f  L essee  P a n e ra  B read , LLC, 6710 C lay ton  
Road, S t. Louis, M O 63117, seek in g  to  e re c t th re e  (3) w all s ig n s  a n d  tw o (2) m en u  boards, 
u pon  p ro p erty  loca ted  on th e  north  s id e  o f  S ix  M ile (37700) b etw een  N ew bu rgh  and  
I-275/I-96, re su ltin g  in  excess n u m b er  o f w all s ig n s , m en u  boards, a n d  m en u  board  a rea . 
P u b lic  C om m ents m ay  be se n t  to  th e  Z oning B o ard  o f A ppea ls Office a t  33000 C ivic C e n te r  
D rive, L ivonia, MI 48154 -  a ll c o m m en ts  m u s t  in clu d e  n am e , a d d re s s  an d  s ig n a tu re .
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leave milk and cookies 
for you.

Love, Sadie Anthony 
Dear Santa,
Hi How are you? Are 

you busy getting ready 
for Christmas Eve? I 
have a pretty big wish 
list this year. My dad 
wants shews. Can you get 
my mom some clows? 
Could you get Justin 
some books? Josh would 
like a game. Can you get 
me a Wii? I can't wait for 
you to visit on Christmas 
Eve. I will leave milk and 
cookies for you.

Your friend, Jordan 
Banko

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a 

excellent Christmas. I 
hope you give me shop- 
kins. I'm going to try my 
very best to listen to 
mom and dad. I will treat 
my brother good. I will 
give you cookies and 
milk. Hoo Hoo Hoo!

Love, Elizabeth 
Dear Santa,
Hi Santa! I hope you 

are excerising. Have you 
gottin the reindeer redy? 
I have many wishes this 
year. Would you please 
bring my mom a new 
pink dress and slippers. 
My dad wants a new blue 
van. Marco wants legos 
and Dire of a Wupe Kid. 
Would you please bring 
me shopkins and hatchip. 
Look for the cookies we 
made for you.

From Sofia Dewitt- 
Campos

The Canton Little Stars brought holiday spirit to seniors 
throughout Westland and Canton.

Little Stars bring 
cheer to sen iors

The Little Stars, a 
Canton-based youth 
organization brought 
holiday cheer to local 
nursing home seniors 
with holiday concerts 
and gifts at Canton and 
Westland, as they've 
done the last 10 years.

The Little Stars per­
formed at Four Seasons 
Nursing Center in West- 
land, Waltonwood at

Carriage Park Assisted 
Living and Waltonwood 
at Carriage Park In­
dependent Living in 
Canton and also 
brought fuzzy socks as 
this year’s Christmas 
gifts.

The socks were pur­
chased with money the 
Little Stars raised 
through fundraiser 
activities.

L ivon ia  Jaycees ch o o se  
boa rd  m em be rs

The Livonia Jaycees 
announced the 2017 
Board of Directors that 
will be instrumental in 
building leaders and 
making an impact on 
their community.

The Livonia Jaycees 
have elected the follow­
ing 2017 Board of Direc­
tors:

» President: Andrea 
Rutkowski

» Chairman of the 
Board: John Badeen 

» Management Devel­
opment Vice President: 
Amanda Walworth 

» Community Devel­
opment Vice President: 
Janice Centers

» Community Devel­
opment Director: Sara 
Pitchford

» Membership Devel­
opment Vice President: 
Rebecca Hermann 

» Individual Devel­
opment Vice President: 
Christopher Crawford 

» Secretary: Dalie 
Ripley

» Treasurer: Justin 
Roggenbuck

Additionally, three 
members of the Livonia 
Jaycees hold positions as 
members of the Leader­
ship Team for the Michi­
gan Jaycees:

» Michigan Jaycees 
93rd President: Peter 
Behrmann

» Executive Presi­

dential Assistant: Beth 
Plant

» Corporate & Gov­
ernment Relations Di­
rector: John Badeen

In 2017, the Livonia 
Jaycees are planning to 
host an Uno tournament 
Jan. 20, the annual Mys­
tery Dinner in March, 
and several other events 
throughout the year in 
order to reach goals like 
growing membership, 
providing personal and 
professional develop­
ment opportunities, 
making a positive impact 
in the local community, 
and raising funds for 
community projects.

The Livonia Jaycees 
are a local chapter of the 
Michigan Junior Cham­
ber, which represents 
more than 1,000 young 
professionals age 21 to 40 
in more than 30 chapters 
across the state. Junior 
Chamber is an organiza­
tion that gives individ­
uals an opportunity to 
gain leadership skills, 
community involvement 
opportunities, personal 
development and social 
opportunities.

For more information 
about the Jaycees or the 
2017 Board of Directors, 
contact Amanda Wal­
worth at livoniajaycees 
@gmail.com or 734-956- 
0548.

CITY OF LIVONIA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In  accordance w ith  th e  p ro v isions se t fo rth  in  S ec tion  4  o f A ct 207 o f  th e  P u b lic  A cts o f M ich igan  
o f 1921, as  am en d ed , th e  C ity  Z oning A ct (M SA 5.2934: M CLA 125.584) a s  w ell a s  A rtic le  XX III 
o f  O rd in an c e  No. 543, a s  am en d ed , th e  Z oning  O rd in an c e  o f th e  C ity  o f  L ivonia , th e  Council 
h a s  d e te rm in e d  t h a t  a  P u b lic  H e a r in g  w ill ta k e  p lace  before th e  C ouncil o f th e  C ity  o f L ivonia  
on  W ednesday, Jan u ary  11, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.. in th e  A u d ito riu m  a t  C ity  H a ll, 33000 Civic 
C e n te r  D rive, L ivon ia , M ich igan , w ith  re sp e c t to  th e  follow ing item :

PETITION 2016-11-01-07 su b m itte d  by  t h e  C ity  o f L ivonia , to  rezo n e  th e  p ro p erty  
loca ted  on th e  n o r th w e s t  s o u th  s ide  o f  F iv e  M ile R oad  b e tw een  F a rm in g to n  R oad 
a n d  S h ad y s id e  S tre e t  (33233-33243 F ive  M ile Road) in  th e  N o rth w e s t 174 o f  Section  
22, from  P L  (Public  L and) to  C - l  (Local B usiness).

SUSAN M. NASH, CITY CLERK
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CITY OF LIVONIA 
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
In  accordance w ith  th e  prov isions se t fo rth  in  S ec tion  502 o f A ct 110 o f th e  P u b lic  A cts of 
M ich igan  of 2006, a s  am en d ed , an d  A rtic les XIX a n d  XX III of O rd in an c e  #543, th e  Zoning 
O rd in an c e  o f th e  C ity  o f L ivonia , as  am en d ed , th e  C ity  P la n n in g  C om m ission  o f th e  C ity  of 
L ivon ia  w ill ho ld  a  public  h e a rin g  on  T uesday, J a n u a ry  10, 2017, in  th e  L ivonia  C ity  H all, 
33000 C ivic C e n te r  D rive, L ivonia , M ichigan , b e g in n in g  a t  7:00 p.m . on th e  follow ing i tem s:

P etition  2016-11-02-21 sub m itted  by F u sco, S haffer & Pappas, Inc., on  b eh a lf  o f  
W oodhaven R etirem en t C om m unity, re q u e s tin g  w a iv e r u se  a p p ro v a l p u r su a n t  to  Section  
9.01(g) o f  th e  C ity  o f L ivonia  Z oning O rd in an ce  #543, a s  am en d ed , to  c o n s tru c t ad d itio n s  to 
th e  e x is tin g  sk illed  n u rs in g  hom e a t  29667 W en tw o rth , on p ro p erty  located  on th e  so u th  side 
o f  W en tw o rth  A venue, w e s t  o f  M idd lebe lt Road in  th e  S o u th e a s t  1/4 o f S ec tion  14.

P etition  2016-12-02-22 sub m itted  by Los Tres A m igos re q u e s t in g  w a iv e r use  
a p p ro v a l p u r s u a n t  to  S ec tion  19.06 of th e  C ity  o f L ivon ia  Z oning O rd in an c e  #543, a s  am ended , 
to  ex p an d  th e  food serv ice  o p e ra tio n  a n d  C lass  C L iq u o r L icense o f th e  r e s ta u ra n t  (form erly  
O u tb a c k  S teak h o u se ) to  include a n  o u tdoor d in in g  p a tio  a n d  e x te r io r  facad e  ren o v a tio n s  a t  
29441 F iv e  M ile Road w ith in  th e  M id-5 re ta il  cen te r, located  on th e  so u th w e s t c o rn e r o f  F ive 
M ile a n d  M idd lebe lt R oads in  th e  N o r th e a s t  1/4 o f S ec tion  23.

P etition  2016-12-02-23 subm itted  by T he S tab les B ar re q u e s tin g  w a iv e r use  
a p p ro v a l p u r s u a n t  to  Section  19.06 o f th e  C ity  o f L ivon ia  Z oning O rd in an c e  #543, a s  am ended , 
to  ex p an d  th e  ex is tin g  food serv ice  o p e ra tio n  a n d  C lass  C L iq u o r L icense  o f th e  e x is tin g  b a r 
a n d  g rill to include  a n  o u tdoor d in in g  p a tio  a t  14950 M id d leb e lt Road, located  on  th e  e a s t  
s id e  o f M idd lebe lt R oad b e tw een  Ja m iso n  A venue a n d  F ive M ile Road in  th e  N o rth w e s t 1/4 of 
S ec tion  24.

P etition  2016-12-02-24 sub m itted  by M edi Brian C acani re q u e s t in g  w a iv e r use  
a p p ro v a l p u r s u a n t  to  S ec tion  19.06 o f th e  C ity  o f L ivon ia  Z oning O rd in an c e  #543, a s  am ended , 
to  in cre a se  th e  se a t in g  cap ac ity  o f a  p rev io u sly  ap p ro v ed  lim ited  serv ice  r e s ta u ra n t  (form erly  
C a r lto n ’s Coffee H ouse) in to  a  fu ll serv ice  r e s ta u ra n t  (Town G rill) a t  17162 F a rm in g to n  R oad 
w ith in  th e  B u rto n  Hollow P la za  sh o p p in g  cen te r, loca ted  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f F a rm in g to n  Road 
b e tw een  Six M ile R oad a n d  C u r t is  A venue in  th e  S o u th w e s t 1/4 o f S ec tion  10.

T h e  ab ove-m en tioned  p e titio n s  w ill be  on file in  th e  C ity  P la n n in g  C om m ission  office, 33000 
C ivic C e n te r  D rive, L ivonia , M ichigan , d u r in g  th e  period  o f five (5) d a y s  im m ed ia te ly  p reced in g  
th e  sa id  h e a rin g  a n d  m ay  be ex am in ed  by a n y  an d  a ll p e rso n s  d u r in g  th e  n o rm a l w ork ing  
h o u rs  M onday th ro u g h  Friday.

Ian  W iilshaw , C h a irm a n  
CITY PL A N N IN G  C O M M ISSIO N
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Get out of the house during the holiday
LeAnne Rogers

hometownlrfe.com

Once the presents 
have been opened and 
everyone's eating left­
overs, there may be a 
limit as to how many 
video games can be 
played or TV shows that 
can be binge watched.

During the two-week 
holiday break, there are 
plenty of places open for 
those looking for some 
culture, fun or just to get 
out of the house.

Here are some places 
to visit chosen on a totally 
random basis,
D etro it H istorical 
M useum

Located at 5401 Wood­
ward, across from the 
Detroit Institute of Art, 
the Detroit Historical 
Museum has permanent 
installations, including an 
upgraded Streets of Old 
Detroit; an expanded 
Doorway to Freedom: 
Detroit and the Under­
ground Railroad; the Kid 
Rock Music Lab, Legends 
Plaza; and Detroiters at 
Work. It’s open from 9:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Riesday 
through Friday during 
the holiday break. The 
museum is always closed 
on Monday except for a 
special opening Monday, 
Dec. 26.

A special event is also 
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 31, 
New Year’s Eve. It lets 
kids too young to stay up 
until midnight celebrate 
the new year with a 
countdown, cookies and 
cocoa. Aimed at pre­
schoolers and elementary 
students, along with their 
families, the program will 
let participants make 
their own noisemaker and

write a time capsule let­
ter. Admission is free.

Flint In s titu te  o f  A rts
The collection includes 

paintings by Auguste 
Renoir, John Singer Sar­
gent, Mary Cassatt, 
Thomas Hart Benton, 
Andrew Wyeth and 
Duane Hanson. High­
lights of the Flint In­
stitute of Arts collection 
include 15th century to 
18th century English, 
French and Italian deco­
rative arts; a rare shaped 
panel by Peter Paul Ru­
bens; a complete set of 
17th century French tap­
estries; American and 
French Impressionist and 
Post-Impressionist paint­
ings; Hudson River 
School paintings; regional 
and Great Lakes paint­
ings; Modernist; and

Abstract Expressionist 
and Photorealist paint­
ings.

The museum is open 
from noon to 5 p.m. Mon­
day through Friday and 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday. It will be closed 
Christmas and New 
Year’s Day.

The museum is located 
at H20 E. Kearsley in 
Flint’s culture district, 
adjoining the Sloan Mu­
seum, which features a 
fleet of 80 Flint-built cars. 
The museum looks at the 
area’s history from fur 
trading and pioneer life, 
lumber and carriage 
making through the auto­
mobile era of General 
Motors.

The newest gallery is 
Wisner’s Whizbang Em­
porium, which features 
toys from a bygone era.

Inside the Sloan is the 
renovated Longway Plan­
etarium, which has new 
seats, new dome, new 7.1 
surround sound system, 
new cove lights and a new 
cutting-edge projections 
system, the first of its 
kind in the country. Mich­
igan’s largest planetar­
ium offers public and 
group shows every day.

M otow n  M useum
Arguably the Detroit 

area’s biggest export 
besides cars, Berry Gor- 
dy’s development of Mo­
town Records and its 
impact through music is 
at the heart of the Mo­
town Museum, 2648 W. 
Grand Blvd., Detroit.
Look for display of favor­
ite songs and musicians. 
You can even sing a few 
bars in legendary Studio

A.
The museum is open 

from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sat­
urday, although it’s closed 
Dec. 31 and is always 
closed on Sunday and 
Monday.
M arvin 's M arvelous 
M echanical M useum

Coin-operated games 
dating from the early 
1900s to modem devices 
are featured at Marvin's 
Marvelous Mechanical 
Museum in Farmington 
Hills, 31005 Orchard Lake 
Road. The growing col­
lection of games provides 
something for everyone’s 
taste and skill levels.

It will be open will be 
open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Christmas Day. The nor­
mal hours are 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. daily.

WAYNE COUNTY EVENTS CALENDAR
F ea tu red  a r t is t

Gwendolyn Roth will 
be the featured artist at 
the Livonia Fine Arts 
Gallery for the month of 
January. Roth's media is 
photography.

Roth’s passion for 
photography has led her 
to creating encouraging 
viewpoints that consider 
the world in an uplifting 
or surprising new light. 
In her artist statement 
she says, “There is so 
much to see and capture, 
and it’s all real, and it is

found all around us — we 
don’t have to go far. 
Through my art I hope to 
transcend the indifferent 
and enrich our lives one 
picture at a time.”

Visit the Gallery, lo­
cated on the second floor 
of the Civic Center Li­
brary at 32777 Five Mile 
Road, between the Court 
House and City Hall. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Thurs­
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri­
day and Saturday, and 1-5 
p.m. Sunday. There is a 
new artist every month.

Village T hea te r 
e x h ib it

The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill exhibits an 
intriguing collection of 
abstracts and portraits 
by Farmington Hills 
resident Nina Ashraf 
Asmi from Jan. 4-30 in 
the Gallery@VT, located 
at 50400 Cherry Hill 
Road in Canton.

Asmi has been draw­
ing the people of Metro 
Detroit for several years 
now. She notes, “With my 
portraits, I like to depict

STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF WAYNE 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN EX REL.
KYM L. WORTHY WAYNE COUNTY PROSECUTOR,

Plaintiff, 3rd Circuit case: 14-004907-CF Vs. Hon. Robert J. Colombo Jr.

REAL PROPERTY with all contents AT: 32413 MICHIGAN AVE., WAYNE, MI 48184 
(D.B.A. THE WAYNE EXCHANGE); AND MISC. PROPERTY SEIZED IN MICHIGAN 

STATE POLICE -  WESTERN WAYNE TASK FORCE CASE#: WWC-351-13, ET AL, 
Defendant Property, And

CARLOS A. DAVILA: AND ANY UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS OR OWNERS,
OR THE HEIRS, DEVISEES OR ASSIGNEES THEREOF, ET, ALIA, 

Defendant/Claimants.___________________________________________ /

NOTICE OF ORDER AND CONSENT JUDGEMENT FOR 
RETURN OF CERTAIN DEFENDANT PERSONAL PROPERTY 

TO CERTAIN NON-PARTY PUTATIVE OWNERS
W H ER EA S, on o r a b o u t M arch  14, 2014, a  s e arc h  w a r ra n t  w as ex ecu ted  a t  th e  D e fe n d a n t 

R eal P ro p e rty  a t  32413 M ich igan  Ave., W ayne, M I 48184, know n a n d  d o ing  b u s in ess  a s  “T he 
W ayne E xchange ,” r e s u ltin g  in  th e  se iz u re  from  th e  W ayne E x ch an g e  o f  n u m ero u s  item s  
o f p e rso n a l p ro p erty  by th e  M ich igan  S ta te  Police -  W este rn  W ayne N arco tics T a sk  Force 
(case W W C-351-13), h e ld  a s  th e  D efen d an t P e rso n a l P ro p e rty  for p u rp o ses  o f l it ig a tin g  th is  
fo rfe itu re  a n d  n u isan ce  a b a te m e n t m a t te r  an d  d isposed  o f by  th e  C o u rt in  th is  m a t te r  (T h ird  
C ircu it  case  14-004907-CF);

W H ER EA S, th e re  m ay  be n o n -p a r ty  p u ta t iv e  c la im a n ts  w ho s till c la im  legal t i t le  to  som e 
ite m s  o f th e  D efen d an t P e rso n a l P ro p e rty  h e ld  in  th is  m a t te r  by se iz ing  agency;

W H E R E A S th e  h e re in  d escrib ed  m a n n e r  o f serv ice  o f p ro cess  is reaso n ab ly  c a lcu la ted  to  
give a n y  n o n -p arty  p u ta t iv e  c la im a n ts  a c tu a l  no tice  o f th e  proceed ings a n d  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
be h e a rd  a n d  i t  is  in  th e  b e s t  in te r e s t  o f  ju s t ic e  to  b rin g  reso lu tio n  to  th is  m atter .

IT  HA S B E E N  H E R E B Y  O R D ER ED  B T T H E  CO U R T IN  T H IS  M ATTER t h a t  a n y  perso n  
(n o n -p a rty  p u ta tiv e  c la im a n t)  w ho m ay  h av e  c la im  a n d  legal r ig h t  to  a n y  item  o f D e fe n d a n t 
p e rso n a l P ro p e rty  se ized  on  o r a b o u t M arch  14, 2014, fro  th e
W ayne E xchange  a t  th e  D efen d an t re a l  P ro p e rty  a t  32413 M ich igan  Ave., W ayne, M I 48184, 
an d  th e  rem a in s  h e ld  by th e  se iz in g  agency  a s  a r e s u lt  o f  th is  m a tte r ,  m ay  m ak e  th e ir  cla im  
th e re to  w ith in  30 d ay s  o f th e  p u b lish in g  o f th is  N otice a s  follows:

a . F ile  y o u r c la im  to  s a id  item (s) by c o n ta c tin g  th e  M ich igan  S ta te  Police -  W este rn  W ayne 
N arco tics  T ask  Force p ro p erty  m a n a g e r  r e g a rd in g  case  W W C-351-13 (T h ird  C ircu it  C o u rt 
C ase  14-004907-C F) a t  734-397-0090 o r  P.O. Box 87921, C a n to n , M I 48187;
b. P rov ide in filing  y o u r cla im , as  in s tru c te d  by se iz in g  agency:

i. Y our nam e, a d d re ss , ph o n e  n u m b e r  o r o th e r  c o n ta c t in fo rm atio n .
ii. D escrip tion  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  to  be ab le  to  su fficien tly  iden tify  th e  c la im ed item (s).
iii. D o cu m en ta tio n  to  su fficien tly  show  y o u r legal r ig h t  to  th e  c la im ed  item (s).

c. A ny perso n  (n o n -p a rty  p u ta t iv e  c la im a n t)  filing  a  c la im  w ith in  30 d ay s  from  th e  
p u b lica tio n  o f th is  N otice an d  a tta c h e d  O rd e r  w ith  th e  se iz in g  agency  a s  n o ted  above 
m ay  e n te r  in to  a n  o u t o f  co u rt s e tt le m e n t w ith  th e  W ayne C o u n ty  P ro secu to r’s Office or 
co n sen t ju d g em e n t e n te re d  w ith  th e  C o u rt r e g a rd in g  th e i r  c la im s a n d  th e  ite m s  w ith in  30 
d ay s  from  th e  d a te  of th e i r  c laim  w ith  se iz ing  agency.
d. I f  you  fail to file a  c la im  w ith in  30 d ay s  from  th e  d a te  o f p u b lish in g  th is  N otice, you  m ay  
file a n  a n sw e r  to  th is  ac tio n w ith in  60  d a y s  thereof;
e. I f  y ou  fail to  p rov ide  su ffic ien t d o cu m en ta tio n  to  iden tify  th e  ite m  and  s u b s ta n tia te  
y o u r  c la im  a n d  r ig h t  to  i t  a s  in fo rm edby  th e  se iz in g  agency, you sh a ll  file a n  a n sw e r  to 
th is  T h ird  C ircu it  C o u rt ac tio n  w ith  th e  T h ird  C ircu it C o u rt u n d e r  th e  case  n u m b er  14- 
004807-C F w ith in  30 d ay s  from  th e  d a te  you filed y o u r cla im  w ith  th e  seizing.
f. A ny perso n  w ho fa ils  to  file a  c la im  o r file an  a n sw e r  to  th e  T h ird  C ircu it C o u rt ac tio n  
as  s e t  fo rth  h e re in  above sh a ll  be d e fa u lte d  a n d  lose  o r w aive an y  r ig h ts  to  th e  item s
in  th is  m atte r . A ny ite m s  n o t c la im ed  w ith in  90 d a y s  from  th e  d a te  o f th e  O rd e r  sh a ll  
be FO R F E IT E D  to  th e  se iz in g  agency  by d e fa u lt  ju d g e m e n t o r o th e r  o rd er o f th e  C o u rt 
a g a in s t  an y  n o n -p a r ty  p u ta t iv e  c la im an t(s )  w ho m ay  h av e  been  ab le  to  claim  o w n ersh ip  
o r r ig h ts  th ere to .
g. A  copy o f th e  co m p la in t a n d  th is  c o rre sp o n d in g  o rd e r  in  th is  m a t te r  can  be o b tain ed  
a t  th e  C le rk ’s Office a t  th e  W ayne C o u n ty  C ircu it  C o u rt, C o lem an  A. Y oung M unicipal 
C e n te r  o r by c o n ta c tin g  th e  A tto rn e y  for th e  P la in t if f  a s  n o ted  h e re in .

A pproved a s  to  form , c o n te n t a n d  su b s ta n c e  on 10/31/2016 by:
/s /  C.S. D avis

C H A R LES S. DAVIS (P-51405). Atty. F or P la in t if f  
W ayne Co. A sst. P ro sec u tin g  A tty., F o rfe itu re  U n it (FFN : 12103) 

1441 S a in t  A n to ine, 12th  F I., D etro it, M I 48226 
Telephone: (313) 224-5843
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our shared 
humanity, 
to go be­
yond su­
perficial 
differ­
ences to 

Nina Ashraf embrace
Asmi what

makes us
the same.” For more 
information about Nina 
Ashraf Asmi, visit 
www.ninaasmiart.com.

This exhibit at the 
Gallery@VT is free and 
open to the public from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday- 
Friday, during perfor­
mances at the theater 
and by appointment by 
calling 734-394-5300. The 
Gallery@VT is closed on 
holidays
Three C ities 
w o rk sh o p

The Three Cities Arts 
Club is hosting a glass 
fusing workshop at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3, at 
D&M Art Studio in Can­
ton. Participants can 
learn how to handle, 
prepare and cut glass to 
create their own fused 
dish or night light. Lori 
Barry will explain the 
glass fusing process 
from the type of glass 
and cutting supplies 
needed all the way 
through the kiln temper­
ature schedule. Students 
can use their own cre­
ativity to create their 
project. Inspirational 
examples will be brought 
to class. Projects will be

taken to be fired and 
available for delivery a 
week later.

For participants in­
terested in creating their 
own piece, there will be a 
materials fee of $25. 
Registration is required 
by Dec. 29 by calling 
Marilyn at 313-231-3939 
or emailing 
marilynmeredith@ 
wowway.com. Fee to be 
paid the night of the 
event.

S econdhand  Prose 
d o s e s  fo r 
re n o v a tio n s

Canton Public Li­
brary’s Secondhand 
Prose Bookstore will be 
closed for renovations 
from Dec. 23 to Feb 1.

In December hardcov­
er books and children’s 
book will be sold at re­
duced prices. Friends of 
the Canton Public Li­
brary support the library 
through advocacy and 
fundraising for re­
sources beyond the scope 
of the operating budget.
W ayne M em orial 
P a ren t N ight

Wayne Memorial High 
School will host an 
eighth-grade parent 
night for those transition­
ing to ninth grade or 
interested in getting 
more information about 
Wayne Memorial High 
School for the 2016-2017 
school year.

Students do not have

H o l i d a y  T o y  S a l e !

S A V E  1 5 - 4 0 %
O N  1 0 0 0 S  O F  F A V O R IT E S !

O ver 3 0 ,0 0 0  T oys 
G a m e s  & A c tiv itie s

V is it  D o llH o sp ita l.com  fo r  m o r e  in fo rm a t io n

T h e  D o ll H o s p it a l  &  T o y  S o ld ie r  S h o p  E n d s  12/31/16
3947 W 12 Mile, Berkley 248.543.31 IS Mon-Wed, Sot 10-6,Thurs& Fri 10-8:30,Sun 12-5

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

To: D onald  A rthur W ludyka, Jr. or any o th er  unk n ow n  
p erson  c la im in g  to  be th e b io log ica l fa th er  o f  E lijah  
T im othy H anson, D/O/B A ugu st 11, 2016.
You a re  h e reb y  no tified  t h a t  on  O ctober 19, 2016, A aron  
I sra e l H an so n  a n d  T iffany  Jo e ’l H an so n  filed a  P e titio n  for 
A doption  o f  sa id  ch ild  in  th e  S u p e rio r  C o u rt o f  Rockdale 
County, C ase  No. 2016-A D -1020 M.
All p a re n ta l  r ig h ts  you m ay  h av e  to th is  ch ild  w ill be 
te rm in a te d  a n d  you w ill receive no  fu r th e r  notice, n o r  be 
e n ti t le d  to  object to  th e  a d o p tio n  by th e  P e titio n e rs  h e re in  
un less , w ith in  30 d ay s  o f th e  d a te  o f la s t  p u b lica tio n  o f th is  
N o tice  you file a  p e titio n  to  leg itim a te  th e  ch ild  p u r s u a n t  to 
O C G A  S ec tion  19-7-22 a n d  file n o tice  o f  th e  filing  o f such  
a  p e titio n  w ith  th e  co u rt in  th e  case  se t fo rth  above, w ith  
a  copy to  th e  u n d e rs ig n ed . T h is  21 d ay  of N ovem ber, 2016.

John J. M artin, Jr. 
J o h n  J . M a rtin , J r., A tto rn ey  fo r P e titio n e rs  
1808 O verlake , S u ite  B, C onyers, GA. 30013

Publish: December 18, 25, 2016 &  J an ua ry  1, 2017
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break
H olocaust M em orial 
C en ter

“Holocaust by Bullets, 
Yahad-In Unum —10 
Years of Investigations,” 
a special exhibition at the 
Holocaust Memorial 
Center Zekelman Family 
Campus in Farmington 
Hills, runs through Fri­
day, Dec. 30. It’s based on 
10 years of research and 
investigation by the 
French organization Ya- 
had-In Unum and its 
founder, the Rev. Patrick 
Desbois.

Known as “Holocaust 
by Bullets,” the systemat­
ic killing of all Jews and 
Roma started before the 
creation of concentration 
camps and took place 
throughout the former 
Soviet Union from 1942- 
44, continuing until the 
end of World War II. The 
form of genocide detailed 
by the exhibit is unlike 
any other study of geno- 
cidal activity ever con­
ducted and presented.

Tours are led by a 
docent, often a Holocaust 
survivor, and take about 
2Yi hours. The museum is 
normally open from 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., with last 
admission at 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday and Tuesday 
through Thursday. Friday 
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., with the last admis­
sion at 1:30 p.m. The cen­
ter is open from 9:30 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. Monday, but 
will close at 5 p.m. Dec.
26 and Jan. 2.

Due to the subject 
material of the center, the 
center isn’t for children 
younger than middle 
school age. The center is 
at 28123 Orchard Lake 
Road.

lrogers@ hom etownlife.com

to be currently attending 
a Wayne-Westland Com­
munity School to attend. 
The event is scheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. Feb. 8 in the 
Wayne Memorial High 
School Stockmeyer Audi­
torium.

Topics covered will 
include: scheduling, 
graduation require­
ments, testing out re­
quirements, direct col­
lege courses, AP courses, 
extra-curricular activ­
ities and much more.

All are welcome to 
attend and questions are 
encouraged. Parking is 
available in the Glen- 
wood Street parking lot 
and guests should enter 
through the front of the 
auditorium.

For more information, 
call the Counseling De­
partment at 734-419-2215.

Free o p e n  sk a te
The Redford Ice Are­

na offers a free open 
skate at the Redford Ice 
Arena for all residents 
and students from 6:05- 
7:05 p.m. every Sunday. 
The cost for others is $5 
for adults and $3 for 
students and children. 
Skate rental is $3.

The arena is located at 
12400 Beech Daly Road.

The annual Resident 
Appreciation Skate is set 
for 4:30-6:15 p.m. Thurs­
day, Dec. 29. All Redford 
residents and students 
are free. Skate rental is 
free; however, the num­
ber of skates available is 
limited.

The holiday skating 
schedule is: 1:30-2:50 p.m. 
Dec 26-28,1:30-2:50 p.m. 
Jan. 3-4, and 1-2:20 p.m. 
Jan. 5. All Christmas 
skates are $3 per person. 
Skate rentals are $3.

W in ter Survival 
G ear Drive fo r  th e  
H om eless

Crossroad Church, 
34500 Six Mile, Livonia, 
will host a drive for the 
homeless from 10:30- 
12:30 p.m. through Sun­
day, Feb. 12.

The church is accept­
ing donations of men’s 
new/used work boots, 
men’s new/gently used 
white socks, ladies new/ 
gently used turtlenecks.

For more information, 
visit
www.crossroadsnow.org,
email
info@crossroadsnow.org 
or call 734-338-5149.

http://www.ninaasmiart.com
mailto:lrogers@hometownlife.com
http://www.crossroadsnow.org
mailto:info@crossroadsnow.org
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P o l i c e  s e a r c h  h o m e  i n  m i s s i n g  

F a r m i n g t o n  H i l l s  w o m a n  c a s e
Robert Allen
D etro it Free Press

Police on Thursday 
night searched a Berkley 
home in connection with 
the missing-person case

Q

Stislicki

TV and Channel 7 WXYZ- 
TV report.

Investigators earlier 
this week said foul play 
is suspected in the disap­
pearance of the woman, 
according to Farmington

involving 
28-year-old 
Danielle 
Stislicki of 
Farming- 
ton Hills, 
who hasn’t 
been seen 
since Dec. 
2, Channel 
4WDIV-

Hills police. Channel 7 
reports that Sislicki still 
has not been found, and 
nobody has been arrest­
ed.

She was last seen at 
about 5 p.m. leaving her 
job at the MetLife insur­
ance office building on 
Telegraph north of 10 
Mile in Southfield. Her 
car, a 2015 Jeep Rene­
gade, was found in front 
of her apartment build­
ing in the Independence 
Green Apartments com­
plex in Farmington Hills, 
where she lived, at about 
6 p.m. the next day, po­
lice said.

A GoFundMe account 
by Friday morning had 
raised $28,960 in reward 
money for information 
that leads to Sislicki be­

ing found alive. More 
photos of Sislicki, in­
formation and video of a 
candle-light vigil have 
been posted at www.find- 
dani.org.

WDIV-TV (Channel 4) 
reports in a statement 
from police: “The total 
possible reward money 
from Independence 
Green Apartments 
($50,000.00), MetLife 
($50,000.00) and a family 
friend’s GoFundMe ac­
count ($25,000.00) totals 
over $125,000.00.”

In addition to Far­
mington Hills police, 
detectives from federal 
and state agencies, as 
well as from the Oakland 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
have cooperated in 
search efforts.

Westland man receives 75-day 
sentence in charity jar theft

David Veselenak
hom etownlife.com

A Westland man is 
expected to spend the 

holidays 
locked up 
after 
pleading 
guilty to 
stealing a 
charity 
canister at 
a Livonia 
Walmart 
earlier this 

fall.
Mark Wilson, 54, was 

sentenced Nov. 23 before 
16th District Judge Sean 
Kavanagh to serve 75 
days in jail after pleading 
guilty to larceny under 
$200, a city misdemeanor. 
The sentence came after 
he appeared in court over

the theft of a charity 
canister at the Walmart 
store at 29555 Plymouth 
Road.

Police say Wilson took 
the 3-foot-tall canister 
designated to raise mon­
ey for the Children’s 
Miracle Network on Sept. 
20. Police say Wilson 
grabbed the canister, 
which was near the front 
of the store, placed it in a 
cart and pushed it out the 
store’s doors. He then 
placed it in the back end 
of a pickup truck, police 
said.

Before he could drive 
away, some store employ­
ees reportedly confront­
ed Wilson and recovered 
the canister and the mon­
ey inside. After an in­
vestigation, Livonia po­
lice arrested Wilson and

charged him with the 
misdemeanor. He was 
charged last month and 
pleaded guilty shortly 
after.

“The Livonia police 
would like to thank Wal­
mart loss prevention for 
their diligence and assis­
tance in recovering the 
donation bin,” Livonia 
police said in a statement 
last month.

As of Wednesday 
morning, Wilson re­
mained locked up in the 
Calhoun County Jail, 
according to jail officials. 
Livonia contracts with 
Calhoun County to accept 
some prisoners convicted 
of city crimes.

dveselenak@ hom etownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

H ouse  b u rg la r ize d  fo r  a p p lia n ce s , fix tu re s
Matt Jachman
hom etownlife.com

Appliances, a furnace, 
water heater and new 
toilet — still in its box — 
were among the things 
reported stolen from a 
house on Five Points 
north of Six Mile after a 
break-in.

The alleged burglary 
occurred between the 
evening of Saturday,
Dec. 17, and Monday 
morning, and was report­
ed by an employee of the 
homeowner, a Redford 
Police Department re­
port said. The side door 
had been forced open.

Other things reported 
stolen, the report said, 
included tools and a bath­
room vanity.

H om e break-ins
» Jewelry and a TV 

were reported stolen 
from a house on Gaylord 
near Six Mile after a 
break-in there on the 
afternoon of Dec. 15.

Police responding to 
an alarm found a rear 
window broken and the 
rear door standing open, 
a police report said. Two 
bedrooms appeared to 
have been ransacked.
The break-in occurred 
between about 4 p.m. and 
just after 6 p.m., police 
said.

» Jewelry was report­

ed stolen from a house 
on Kinloch south of Ply­
mouth Road after a 
break-in there on Dec.
16.

A window had been 
broken, a police report 
said, and a bedroom had 
been ransacked. The 
break-in occurred be­
tween late that morning 
and shortly after 6 p.m., 
police said.

Phone s to le n
A woman told police 

she suspects her ex­
boyfriend of stealing her 
phone from a bedside 
table as she slept early 
Dec. 15.

The theft occurred at 
a house on Kinloch north 
of Grand River, a police 
report said.

The woman told police 
she awoke shortly after 4 
a.m. to see her phone 
was missing. She 
checked with her house­
mates, none of whom had 
the phone, she said.

A bedroom window 
was found open and 
there were footprints in 
the snow outside the 
window, police said, but 
there were no snow 
prints inside the house.

The woman said she 
used another phone to 
call her own phone and 
that her boyfriend an­
swered.

The witnesses told

police they had not heard 
anyone enter the house 
that night. There were no 
signs of forced entry, 
police said.

R obbery
Two men, one of 

whom allegedly implied 
he had a gun, reportedly 
stole several bottles of 
cough medicine from the 
CVS drug store on Five 
Mile just before noon 
Dec. 16.

No one was hurt in the 
incident, which occurred 
at the pharmacy counter, 
a police report said.

One man jumped the 
pharmacy counter and 
told employees not to 
move or turn around and, 
while implying he had a 
gun, took bottles of 
cough syrup in his arms 
and left the area, wit­
nesses told police. The 
two men then ran from 
the store; police 
searched the area but 
couldn’t find anyone who 
fit their descriptions.

One witness told po­
lice the robber who took 
the medicine held one 
hand in a pocket of his 
hooded sweatshirt, and 
she thought she may 
have seen the outline of a 
gun but wasn’t certain.

m jachm an@ hom etow nlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @ mattjachman

LIVONIA POLICE BRIEFS
R esiden t o u t  m o n ey  
in IRS scam

A Livonia resident 
came into the police sta­
tion Dec. 16 to report she 
had been the victim of an 
IRS impersonation scam.

She said she received 
a phone call from some­
one claiming to be from 
the IRS, saying she owed 
back taxes and a warrant 
had been issued for her 
arrest. A second call was 
made, with the suspect 
saying they were with 
the Livonia Police De­
partment and a warrant 
had been issued. She was 
told she could reconcile 
the issue by purchasing 
$2,500 in iTunes gift 
cards and reading the 
numbers on the back to 
the suspect over the 
phone. She went to vari­
ous stores around town 
and purchased the cards,

reading the numbers off 
the back to them. She 
later told her sister what 
had taken place, and she 
informed her she had 
most likely fallen victim 
to a scam.

Purse m issing
A shopper at Costco, 

13700 Middlebelt, came 
into the police station 
Dec. 16 to report her 
purse had gone missing 
while at the store.

She said she went into 
the shop to return some­
thing, and realized later 
she had left her purse in 
a basket at the store. She 
came back and was un­
able to find the purse in 
one of the returned carts. 
She checked with the 
store, but found no one 
had returned it. The 
purse contained her so­
cial security card, cash 
and her checkbook.

Item s ta k e n  from  
vehicle

Police were in the area 
of the 30400 block of 
Bonnydale on Sunday 
morning checking on the 
status of a larceny from 
auto when they spoke to 
another resident in the 
area whose vehicle had 
been broken into.

The resident said he 
had parked his car in the 
driveway two days earli­
er, leaving it unlocked 
with the keys in the igni­
tion and cash in the glove 
box. He came out the 
next morning and found 
the cash missing. He had 
driven the vehicle 
around before noticing it 
was gone.

- Compiled from  reports filed  
w ith  th e  Livonia Police 
D epartm en t

R e i s  A d u l t  

D a y  S e r v i c e s

W h a t  t o  e x p e c t :

-  A  p l a c e  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  

l o v e d  o n e  w h i l e  y o u ’ r e  o n

t h e  g o

-  M e n t a l  a n d  P h y s i c a l

S t i m u l a t i o n  

-  P e a c e  o f  m i n d

-  S o c i a l  A c t i v i t i e s :  b i n g o ,  

e x e r c i s e ,  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s ,

e t c

-  A f f o r d a b l e  C o s t

-  W i l l  w o r k  w i t h  b u d g e t a r y

r e s t r a i n t s

9 2 1 2  M i d d l e b e l t  R o a d  

L i v o n i a ,  M l  4 8 1 5 0

T o  L e a r n  M o r e  A b o u t  

R e i s ,

C a l l  T o d a y  

( 7 3 4 )  4 6 6 - 5 0 5 9
We are a 5 0 1 C-3: Help the cause! 

Donations are appreciated to help the cause of 
heightening health care co sts  for the elderly.

i

http://www.find-dani.org
http://www.find-dani.org
mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com
mailto:mjachman@hometownlife.com
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Gift
The heart-warming 

sounds of excited kids 
(who know the holidays 
are near) rang through 
the halls of Botsford 
Commons, A Beaumont 
Community.

It was another suc­
cessful year for the Giv­
ing Tree, an annual pro­
ject Botsford Commons 
organizes to bring the 
“gift” of reading to the 
students at Botsford 
Elementary in Livonia.
As a Title 1 school, Bots­
ford Elementary is locat­
ed in an area with low- 
income families, many 
without books and many 
without a daily reading 
influence. Botsford Bud­
dies, a monthly program 
during the school year, 
provides students the 
opportunity to read out- 
loud to visiting residents. 
The special relationship 
between the seniors and 
the students began the 
idea for the Giving TVee 
and now is a successful, 
annual event.

More than 60 first- 
graders from Botsford 
Elementary walked into 
the dining room at Bots­
ford Commons and sang 
holiday songs with their 
innocent voices and 
smiles of pure joy. The 
sounds of ecstatic kids 
echoed in the room when 
Santa walked in — a tear- 
jerking moment for 
many in attendance.
Santa greeted the stu­
dents and asked if they’d 
been good this year. Of 
course the answer was 
yes and, with that, the 
gift giving began. Santa’s 
helpers included staff 
and teachers, but the real 
helpers were the gift 
donors.

“A special thanks to 
staff, families and resi­
dents at Botsford Com­
mons for donating funds 
to purchase brand new, 
hand-picked books from 
Scholastic for each stu­
dent,” said Colleen Kash- 
awlik, manager of busi­
ness development at 
Botsford Commons. “A 
gracious thank you goes 
to the two anonymous 
donors who purchased 
Michigan sports blankets 
from Pro Sports Zone 
and brand new, cuddly 
stuffed animals for every 
student as well.”

In addition, each stu­
dent chose a holiday 
painting from Painting 
with a Twist in Farming- 
ton Hills and bags from 
Senior Helpers of South­
east Michigan held their 
gifts.

This year, a shining 
“star” was placed on top 
of the beautiful event. It 
came in the form of a

giving brings joy to kids, seniors

Santa visits with more than 60 first-graders from Botsford Elementary School in Livonia.
BOTSFORD COMMONS

conversation between 
Fritz Putkela, a resident 
at Botsford Commons, 
and Santa. In front of the 
entire room, they chatted 
about when Putkela was 
a boy 100 years ago and 
all the Christmas Eve 
visits Santa had made.

Santa told Putkela this 
Christmas Eve would be 
his favorite visit because 
he would get to see him 
on his 100th birthday, a 
gift that knows no price. 
While listening to a room 
full of Putkela’s friends, 
literally from I to 92, sing 
“Happy Birthday” it 
became clear. Santa has 
been very good to Fritz 
Putkela, a charming, 
100-year-old storyteller 
from the Upper Penin­
sula. Every birthday, on 
Christmas Eve, Putkela 
was gifted with time — 
the one gift that every­
one wants, but is never 
guaranteed.

“This holiday season 
and into next year, enjoy 
each other, be kind to 
your neighbor and re­
member relationships 
know no age,” Kashawlik 
said. “The community’s 
generosity to Botsford 
Elementary students and 
the residents of Botsford 
Commons is a true testa­
ment to the power of 
people and the holiday 
spirit.”

BOTSFORD COMMONS

Santa greets Botsford Commons resident Fritz Putkela, who celebrated his 100th birthday Christmas Eve.
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Enter the secret world of Masons

JUNFU HAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Notable past masters include Almeron Whitehead, Charles W. 
Shain, Roy E. Brown and Charles A. Bingham.

Jay Grossman
hom etownlife .com

On a crisp Saturday 
night in early December, 
the Birmingham Lodge 
No. 44 of Free and Ac­
cepted Masons is opened 
for the installation of new 
officers.

In a ceremony dating 
back hundreds of years, 
Matt Wilde, a former 
back-up quarterback for 
the University of Michi­
gan football team, is 
elected Worshipful Mas­
ter of the lodge. As a 
symbol of his new posi­
tion, he is presented with 
a top hat and a Master’s 
gavel.

It’s the same installa­
tion ceremony that 
George Washington fol­
lowed in 1788 when he 
was elected Worshipful 
Master of Alexandria 
Lodge No. 22, shortly 
before he was elected the 
first president of the 
United States.

“My grandfather was 
a Mason,” said Wilde, a 
2002 Birmingham Sea- 
holm High School gradu­
ate. “I always had a curi­
osity about Masonry, so I 
looked into it and decided 
to join. You hear every­
one talk about a ‘secret 
society,’ but really we’re 
just a group of guys who 
want to contribute to our 
community. We’re a ser­
vice organization.”

Wilde is the 116th Wor­
shipful Master of the 
Birmingham Masonic 
lodge.

Recognized as the 
oldest fraternity in the 
world, Freemasonry 
came to the Great Lakes 
territory in the mid-1700s 
by the French. The Grand 
Lodge of Michigan was 
established in 1826, and 
the Birmingham lodge 
received its charter in 
1851

A number of the key 
players in the American 
Revolution were Freema­
sons. Along with Wash­
ington, the list includes 
Benjamin Franklin, 
James Monroe, Paul Re­
vere and John Hancock, 
among others.

The Boston Tea Party 
was planned at the Green 
Dragon Tavern, a gather­
ing spot for Freemasons. 
The majority of Washing­
ton’s generals in the Con­
tinental Army were Free­
masons.

Locally, prominent 
names such as Charles 
Shain, Wylie E. Groves, 
Ebenezer Raynale, Hugh 
McCurdy and Charles 
Bingham were members 
of Birmingham Lodge 
No. 44. So was Almeron 
Whitehead, founder of 
the Birmingham Eccen­
tric, and many others.

From 1922 until 1963, 
the Freemasons of Bir­
mingham met in the his­
toric Peabody Mansion at 
the corner of Old Wood­
ward and Brown Street.

Wilde said his mom used 
to tell him stories about 
dropping off her dad at 
the Birmingham lodge.
W ho are  
F reem asons?

“To be a Free and Ac­
cepted Mason means 
you’re a man free born, of 
good rapport and well 
recommended," said 
Robert Hall, who serves 
as the chaplain for the 
Birmingham lodge. “It 
means you’ll try to live up 
to what we call the tenets 
of Masonry: friendship, 
brotherly love and moral­
ity.”

Some date the Masons 
back to the days of King 
Solomon, suggesting the 
top hat worn by the Wor­
shipful Master is a reflec­
tion of his crown. Free­
masonry, as it’s widely 
known today, dates back 
to the 17th Century.

Many of the group’s 
so-called ancient rituals 
began in England and 
Scotland. A Scottish bag­
piper in full kilt dress, for 
example, led the new 
officers into the hall at 
the installation cere- 
mony.The term ‘Worship­
ful’ has Scottish roots and 
is meant to convey a posi­
tion of honor.

Hall, a longtime resi­
dent of Royal Oak, be­
came a Mason in 1985. He 
served as Worshipful 
Master twice, in 1997 and 
in 2007.

“We all have different 
reasons for joining,” he 
said. “My father was very 
active in the Masons. He 
was a Shriner - and to be 
a Shriner, you have to be 
a Mason first.”

Today, the Birming­
ham Masonic lodge is 
located at 37357 Wood­
ward Ave. in Bloomfield 
Hills, just down the street 
from Cranbrook Schools. 
The lodge has about 300 
members - a sharp de­
cline from 25 years ago, 
when there were well 
over 600 members.

Go Blue!
Wilde, 33, is a fourth- 

generation Birmingham 
resident. His family first 
arrived in Birmingham in 
1919. His grandfather, 
Gordon Deneau, graduat­
ed Birmingham high in 
1941, and his mother Gail 
Wilde (Deneau) graduat­
ed Seaholm in 1970.

He played football at 
U-M under Coach Lloyd 
Carr from 2002 through 
2005. Some of his team­
mates included future 
NFL players such as 
Chad Henne, Braylon 
Edwards, Mario Man- 
ningham, David Harris 
and LaMarr Woodley.

He also played on the 
2002 lacrosse team at 
Seaholm that beat Broth­
er Rice in the state finals.

“I actually had more 
offers to play lacrosse 
than I had for football. 
But at the end of the day,
I knew I’d be happier 
playing football at Michi­
gan, said Wilde, an at­
torney who’s pursuing an 
MBA from the U-M Ste­
phen M. Ross School of 
Business. His wife Liz is 
a social worker at Derby 
Middle School.

He petitioned to join 
the Birmingham lodge in 
2010, and eventually be­
came interested enough 
that he earned his three 
degrees of Masonry. The 
process took several 
years to complete before 
he reached the level of 
Master.

His fellow Masons at 
the lodge elected him to 
serve as Worshipful Mas­
ter for the upcoming 
year, a position that re­
quires him to run the 
weekly Thursday meet­
ings, preside over the 
lodge and keep track of 
the books. Tom Baranow- 
ski, who is Senior Warden 
and second-in-command 
of the Birmingham lodge, 
also went to Seaholm, 
played football there and 
graduated in 1985.

“A lot of the older 
members are pretty 
thrilled because I’m the 
youngest Master in quite 
a while,” he said. “So it’s a 
bit symbolic, bringing in 
a new generation. A lot of 
the lodges really strug­
gled with membership 
for the past 20 years, but 
there seems to be a re­
surgence of new people 
wanting to join. We’U 
have five new guys in 
January.’’

The Masons welcome 
“all men of quality,” re­
gardless of race, religion 
or creed. Although Ma­
sonry is not a religion, 
members must have a 
belief in a Supreme Be­
ing.

“My father-in-law is

from Venezuela and he 
just joined our lodge,” 
Wilde said. “You have to 
be at least 21 and a resi­
dent of Michigan. We’re 
not allowed to recruit 
members, but we’re cer­
tainly supportive of any­
one who’s interested in 
joining.”
Indians, Trum an an d  
Irving Berlin

The all-seeing eye 
above an unfinished pyr­
amid on the one-dollar 
bill is considered by 
many to be Mason sym­
bol.

The square and com­
passes is probably the 
most identifiable symbol 
of Freemasonry. The 
square, to square one’s 
actions; the compass, to 
circumscribe and keep 
members within bound­
aries of their fellow men.

The top hat, worn by 
the Worshipful Master 
during meetings, is a sign 
of respect. The apron 
worn by all Masons is 
symbolic of honesty and 
integrity.

There are more sym­
bols and rituals, but those 
are for the Masons to 
keep among themselves.

“We are not a secret 
society -  we are a society 
that has secrets,” said 
Hall. “And those secrets, 
very simply, are means of 
recognition. They’re 
certain words, hand­
shakes, steps and signs. 
Those are the only se­
crets we have... every­
thing else is pretty much 
public.”

The Birmingham Ma­
sonic lodge has a storied 
history. In 1849, the first 
Masons in the area met at 
Lodge No. 22 in Pontiac. 
According to the lodge 
scuttlebutt, there were 
Indians along the trail 
who were rather hostile 
toward the traveling 
parties on horseback.

“This was all wild and 
undeveloped territory,” 
Hall said. “White people 
were trespassing unin­
vited on Indian property, 
and they didn’t like it.”

The Birmingham 
lodge was officially 
granted a charter on Jan. 
9,1851, and a man by the 
name of William Brown 
was the first Worshipful 
Master. The annual dues 
at the time was 25 cents.

Ebenezer Raynale was 
the first postmaster of 
Franklin Village and a 
delegate to the first terri­
torial convention of Mich­
igan. Hugh McCurdy, 
born in England in 1829, 
came to the U.S. when he 
was 8 years old to be­
come a cooper’s appren­
tice, which involved mak­
ing barrels for beer or 
cider.

Alanson Partridge, 
whose portrait hangs in 
the entrance vestibule of 
the lodge, was the most 
celebrated member of 
the lodge in its first 100

E a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t  c a n  c a s t  a  b i g  s h a d o w
Q: I would like your 

opinion as to my plan 
for retirement. I am 
divorced and no longer 
have any obligations to 
my ex. Currently, I make 
more than enough to 
cover my living ex­
penses and I'm very 
secure in my job. Howev­
er, I want to retire next 
year. I will turn 62 in 
May, when I will be eligi­
ble for a pension and 
Social Security. I figure I 
need about $65,000 to 
cover all my expenses. 
My pension and Social 
Security will provide me 
about $45,000.1 plan to 
make up the other 
$20,000 by withdrawing 
from my investments. I 
have ablaut $100,000 in 
investments. In addi­
tion, I plan to turn my 
hobby into a business. I 
think I can make about 
$15,000 a year on my 
hobby. You should know 
I do not own a home, I 
rent and I have no debt. 
My question is, should I 
plan to retire next year?

A: I hate to be bearer 
of bad news, but I think it 
would be a mistake for 
you to retire. I see a num­
ber of pitfalls with your 
strategy that can cause 
you severe economic 
problems down the road.

The first is turning a 
hobby into a business. I

have no idea what your 
hobby is and I have no 
idea if it’s lucrative or 
not. What I do know is 
that there is a big differ­
ence between a hobby 
and a business. Partic­
ularly in your situation, 
where you have to gener­
ate income, it is totally 
different than generating 
the enjoyment you get 
from your hobby. Many 
people have attempted to 
turn their hobby into a 
business and, unfortu­
nately, find out that there 
are major differences. 
What would be tragic for 
you is to give up your job 
and to then find out you 
can’t be profitable in your 
hobby. As a result, you 
could have a severe fi­
nancial crisis.

What I would recom­
mend from the hobby 
standpoint is to try it for a 
period of time to see if it 
can be profitable. To be 
fair to yourself and to 
make an informed deci­
sion, you have to at least 
go through a business 
cycle; I recommend you 
give it at least a two-year 
period. In that way, you at

least have a record to 
determine if the business 
can be profitable and if 
you enjoy it.

I also potentially see 
another issue with the 
return you’re expecting 
on your investments. If 
you do net $15,000 a year 
from your business, that 
would mean that you 
would need about $5,000 a 
year from your invest­
ments. Particularly, for 
someone who is retiring 
at a young age such as 
yourself, a 5-percent 
withdrawal rate is ag­
gressive. In your situa­
tion, I would think a 3.5- 
percent withdrawal rate 
would be more appropri­
ate.

Another problem I see 
in your strategy is you’re 
not factoring in that you 
will need a rising income 
the rest of your life, not a 
fixed income. We all 
know the cost of living is 
always going up; as your 
cost of living increases, 
you may be forced to 
withdraw larger amounts 
from your investments, 
leaving you in a precari­
ous situation.

My advice is that you 
should not retire. By 
delaying retirement, you 
will increase your Social 
Security and your pen­
sion and that will give you 
the appropriate time to

determine whether your 
hobby can be profitable 
or not.

One of the toughest 
parts of my job is to tell 
someone who wants to 
retire that they cannot 
afford to. In order to 
retire comfortably, you 
have to provide for a 
rising income throughout 
your lifetime. In the old 
days, the older you got, 
the less you needed. For­
tunately, or unfortunate­
ly, those days are well 
behind us.

Just look at our own 
situation and look what it 
cost to live 20 years ago 
versus today. I have no 
doubt that 20 years from 
now it will cost us sub­
stantially more to live 
than it does today. I truly 
believe that we live in the 
greatest country in the 
history of the world, but 
there’s nothing worse in 
this country than to be old 
and poor. Therefore, to 
prevent you from becom­
ing old and not having 
resources, sometimes the 
best course of action is to 
delay retirement.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. His w ebsite is 
bioom assetm anagem ent.com . i f  
you  w ould  like him  to  respond  
to  questions, email rick© 
bloomassetm anagem ent.com .

years, having served as a 
Worshipful Master on 
and off from 1854 to 1883.

A number of presi­
dents, from Andrew 
Jackson to Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to Gerald Ford, 
were Masons. One of 
Hall’s favorite Masons 
was Harry S. Truman.

“He was active all his 
life in Masonry, and 
would always try to go to 
the local lodges whenev­
er he traveled around the

country,” Hall said. “This 
drove the Secret Service 
nuts, because those who 
were not Masons could 
not go into the lodge room 
... they had to let the 
president go into a room 
filled with strangers, and 
they had no idea if they 
were honorable or not, or 
if they carried weapons.”

jgrossm an@ hom etownlife. com
586-826-7030
Twitter: ©BhmEccentric
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B L A Z O

WILLIAM A. JR. age 95,
formerly of Birmingham, 
entered eternal life Tuesday, 
December 20, 2016, at the D.J. 
Jacobetti Home for Veterans 
in Marquette in the loving 
care of his family. Born March 
9, 1921 in Pontiac, a son of 
William and Eleanor (Lamb) 
Blazo, Sr., Bill graduated 
from Royal Oak High School, 
Class of 1939. He attended 
the University of Detroit until 
enlisting in the U.S. Coast 
Guard at the onset of World 
War II, later transferring to 
the U.S. Naval Air Corps.
Bill received his commission 
in 1944 while stationed at 
Corpus Christi, Texas. While 
completing his naval training at 
Central Michigan University, he 
met and later married the love 
of his life, Mary Jean Coon 
on April 7, 1945. Following 
his honorable discharge, Bill 
was employed with the FBI 
as a field agent, then with 
Ford Motor Company as an 
investigator, followed by a 
career at Chrysler as head 
of executive security, and 
finally a 27 year “retirement” 
career as an investigator with 
Harness Dickey Patent Law 
Firm. In 1960, while serving 
as a pilot in the naval reserves 
on Grosse Isle, he survived 
a near fatal plane crash as 
a test pilot for the AD Sky 
Raider. Bill and Mary Jean 
enjoyed an active social life, 
sailing, traveling, and attending 
concerts at Meadowbrook. 
They also derived great 
pleasure from taking part 
in their children’s and 
grandchildren’s lives, attending 
their school and sporting 
events, while also serving as 
great role models. A natural 
athlete, Bill enjoyed playing 
tennis, basketball, baseball, 
track and field, running, cross 
country skiing, and stayed 
very active throughout his 
whole life. He loved and cared 
about people, making many 
friends in both his work and 
personal life. Generous with 
both his time and talent, he 
volunteered with the Royal 
Oak Court Probation program 
for many years and was a 
generous supporter of many 
community causes including 
the Couzens Foundation of 
Detroit Children’s Hospital,
Bay Cliff Health Camp in 
Big Bay, Camp Oakland in 
Metro Detroit, and Cystinosis 
Research Network. He was 
a member of Northminster 
Presbyterian Church. Bill was 
a hardworking, generous, and 
conscientious, loving son, 
brother, husband, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather. He 
is survived by a son, Robert 
(Gail) Blazo of Baroda, Ml 
and a daughter, Becky (Buzz) 
Berube of Marquette, Ml; his 
grandchildren, James (Amy) 
Feigner, Jesse (Tala) Blazo, 
Jonathan (Mercedes) Blazo, 
Jacob (Ana) Blazo, Brooke 
(Pete Duex) Berube, Kelly 
(Juan Pablo) De Caro, Bridget 
(Walt Kyle) Berube, and 12 
beloved great-grandchildren, 
Ana and Adelaide Feigner, 
Lucan, Samuel, Lia, and 
Adriana Blazo, Sophie, Nora, 
and Lake Skytta, Lucia and 
Gabriela De Caro, and William 
Duex. Bill was predeceased by 
his wife of 71 years, Mary Jean 
Coon Blazo; a son, William A. 
Blazo III who died at birth; an 
infant sister, Patricia Blazo; five 
brothers, John (Patricia) Blazo, 
Robert (Martha) Blazo, Donald 
(Gloria) Blazo, James (Donna) 
Blazo, and Barry (Hilda)
Blazo. The family would like 
to express their appreciation 
to the caring staff of both 
Pine Ridge Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center in Stevensville, 
Michigan, and the D.J.
Jacobetti Home for Veterans 
in Marquette, Michigan. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Bay Cliff 
Health Camp, P.O. Box 
310, Big Bay, Ml 49808; the 
Cystinosis Research Network, 
302 Whytegate Court, Lake 
Forest, IL 60045-4705; or 
the D.J. Jacobetti Home for 
Veterans Activity Fund, 425 
Fisher Street, Marquette, Ml 
49855. Honoring Bill’s request, 
private family services will be 
held. The Swanson-Lundquist 
Funeral Home, Marquette, 
is serving the family, where 
condolences may be 
expressed online at

sw anson lundqu ist
funeralhom e.com

S C H R E I B E R

FRANK E. age 75, of 
Westland, passed away 
December 15, 2016. Born in 
Wadsworth, Ohio, to Frank and 
Frances (nee Miller) Schreiber 
on August 11,1941. Frank is 
survived by his children Frank 
and Christi Schreiber, and his 
sister Joan Hill. Frank was 
preceded in death by both of 
his parents. Private cremation 
services have been entrusted 
to the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. A Memorial Service will 
be scheduled at a later date.

S C H U M A K E R

RALPH E. Died December 
16, 2016, age 89. Former 
resident of Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan, St. Clair, Missouri, 
Gulf Shores, Alabama and 
most recently Chelsea, Ml. 
Survived by his children 
Susan Kaminski (Pat), Joan 
Chadde,Julie Schumaker(Kevin 
Dombkowski, Janet Willard 
(Mark), Scott (Marilyn) 
Schumaker and the late Mark 
Schumaker, 12 grandchildren, 
and his dear friend Virginia 
Latierro. Private service has 
taken place with burial at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery. 

www.m ccabefuneralhom e.com

W E S M A N
MARY LOU Febuary 4,
1936 - December 18, 2016, 
age 80 of Livonia, Cherished 
wife of the late Robert for 50 
years. Loving mother of Mary 
Osburn, Sue (Dave) Joiner, 
Patty Salazar, Chris (Walter) 
Mixon, and Beth (Sam) Kryzer. 
Dear grandmother to 12 
grandchildren and 6 great­
grandchildren. Also survived 
by brother Michael Pflueger. 
Passed away at home. 
Memorial service at a later 
date. Please visit the online 
guestbook at

crem ationm ich igan.com

http://www.homelownllfe
http://www.mideathnotices.com
http://www.mccabefuneralhome.com
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BOYS BASKETBALL

F r a n k l i n ’ s  e a r l y  b l i t z  s t y m i e s  G C

Patriots jump out to 9-0 lead and never look back
Tim Smith

hom etownlife.com

Fans settling into the 
bleachers at Garden City were 
treated to the “Mark Mettie 
Show” in the early minutes 
Thursday, as the Livonia 
Franklin junior center scored 
seven of the game’s first nine 
points — all banked by the 
Patriots.

Garden City’s Jacob Sadow- 
ski finally put the Cougars on 
the board with a trey at the 
2:30 mark, cutting the Franklin 
lead to 9-3. But the die had 
been cast in the non-confer­
ence varsity boys basketball 
game, with the Patriots never 
trailing in a 51-39 victory.

“We’re not going to win

“We’re not going to 
win many varsity 
games scoring 39 
points. Got to figure 
out a way to score the 
basketball.”
RICK MORTON
Garden City head coach

many varsity games scoring 39 
points,” said Garden City head 
coach Rick Morton, whose 
team dropped to 1-4 entering a 
two-week holiday hiatus. “Got 
to figure out a way to score the 
basketball.

“We could get it (the deficit)

to nine, get it to seven. But we 
couldn’t get over that hump. 
Got to be able to score the 
basketball. Hats off to them, 
they shot the ball very well.”

The Cougars actually got to
11-7 late in the first quarter. 
However, Mettie closed out the 
quarter strongly with two 
buckets in the paint in the final 
minute to give Franklin an 18-7 
lead going into the second.

Back to back treys by Gar­
den City junior forward Eian 
Castonguay (11 points, four 
steals) brought the Cougars to 
within 26-19 midway through 
the second, but answering with 
a 3-ball was junior guard 
Keyon Brown (12 points, five

See HOOPS, Page B2

TOM BEAUDOIN
Livonia Franklin's Keyon Brown (left) tries to dribble around Garden City 
defender Eian Castonguay during Thursday's game.

GREAT LAKES INVITATIONAL PREVIEW

LAST CLASH AT THE JOE

Canton native Matt Roy will lead Michigan Tech against Michigan in Thursday's GLI opener.
GEOFFREY M. MILLER

Local skaters pumped up to play in the final Great Lakes Invitational at Joe Louis Arena
Mike Rosenbaum

Correspondent

While growing up, Canton 
native Matt Roy enjoyed 
watching the annual Great 
Lakes Invitational hockey 
tournament. “I attended as a 
little Michigan fan,” he said. 
Roy will attend another GLI 
this Thursday, but he won’t be 
rooting for the Wolverines. 
Instead, he’ll be skating for 
Michigan Tech.

This year’s tournament 
features the usual trio of Tech, 
Michigan and Michigan State, 
along with Western Michigan. 
This will be the last GLI at Joe 
Louis Arena; the new Little 
Caesars Arena will play host to 
the 2017 tournament.

Roy’s Huskies faced off 
against U-M in the 2015 GLI 
final, with the Wolverines 
prevailing. He hopes to re­
verse Tech’s fortunes this 
season. “Every year," Roy

DARYL MARSHKE | U-M PHOTOGRAPHY
Bloomfield Hills native Will Lockwood has enjoyed a strong freshman 
season at Michigan, but will miss the GLI with a shoulder injury.

said, he and his teammates “go 
through our goals, as a team. 
And winning the GLI is always 
on there. Nobody on our team 
has won it y e t... so all of us 
are really hungry for it.”

The Huskies last won the 
GLI in 2012, but will enter this 
year’s event as the favorites, 
having posted a 12-7-3 record 
to date, including 11 wins and a 
tie in their last 14 games.

52N D  A N N U A L GREAT 
LAKES INVITATIONAL

For the 14th time in the tourna­
ment's history, four Michigan-based 
schools will participate in the holi­
day tradition.
Where: Joe Louis Arena 
Thursday, Dec. 29: Michigan and 
Michigan Tech will get things roll­
ing, starting at 3:30 p.m. followed 
by the MSU-WMU contest.
Friday, Dec. 30: The two losing 
teams meet at 3:30 p.m. in the 
third-place game, while the winners 
meet for the championship at 7 p.m.

Roy is in his third year at 
Tech. After graduating from 
Canton High School, Roy 
played for the Indiana Ice of 
the U.S. Hockey League, win­
ning a league championship in 
2014. He chose to attend Tech 
because he was impressed by

See HOCKEY. Page B2

PREP HOCKEY

D o y l e ’ s  

h a t  t r i c k  

i s n ’ t  

e n o u g h

Top-ranked Bulldogs 
eke out thrilling 4-3 
win over Chargers

Tim Smith
hom etownlife.com

John Doyle epitomizes 
the unselfishness of the 
Livonia Churchill varsity 
boys hockey team.

Even after the senior 
forward scored all three of 
his team’s goals Wednesday 
night against Brighton — 
the top-ranked team in Divi­
sion 1 — he lamented a cou­
ple of defen­
sive miscues 
that cost the 
Chargers.

The Bull­
dogs broke a
3- 3 tie with 
1:29 to play 
at Eddie 
Edgar Arena 
in Livonia, 
when Keith Wikman swept a 
rebound past Churchill sen­
ior goalie Drew Broyles to 
clinch the 4-3 decision.

“We got to back-check a 
little bit more, a couple 
three-on-twos that they 
capitalized on, which can’t 
happen,” Doyle said. “But 
overall, we learned we can 
compete with any team in 
the state, the best team in 
the state.”

Concurring with that 
assessment was Churchill 
head coach Jason Reynolds, 
whose team (7-2-0 overall,
4- 2-0 in the KLAA Kensing­
ton Conference) rallied 
from 2-0 and 3-2 deficits 
against the fast and physical 
Bulldogs (8-1-0,4-0-0) only to 
ultimately run out of time.

“It was really a character 
game for our guys,” Rey­
nolds said. “I think it’s a real 
testament to not just how 
talented we are, but how 
hard these guys work. Win, 
lose or draw, I was going to 
come in incredibly proud of 
these guys for the effort 
they put in. I’m absolutely 
proud.

See ICERS, Page B3
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GIRLS B A SKETBA LL

G a r d e n  C i t y  t a k e s  c h a r g e ,  t o p s  F r a n k l i n

TOM BEAUDOIN
Livonia Franklin's Sydney Strasser (left) works her way into 
the lane while Garden City's Camryn Chavis defends.

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

After a sluggish open­
ing quarter Thursday at 
Livonia Franklin, the 
aggressiveness switch 
was flipped for Garden 
City’s varsity girls bas­
ketball team.

Following her team’s 
52-30 non-conference 
win, Cougars head coach 
Michele TVree might 
consider making T-shirts 
to give to her players 
with the slogan “Garden 
City Strong” on the front 
— although there isn’t 
time to print and wrap 
them for Christmas.

Garden City (2-5) 
trailed 9-6 after the first 
quarter to the winless 
Patriots, after which 
Tyree had a chat with her 
players to up the intensi­
ty. They got to the rim 
with vigor (and drew 
fouls in the process) 
during a 14-7 second 
quarter, giving the Cou­
gars a 20-16 halftime 
lead.

It was more of the 
same the rest of the way, 
with Garden City out- 
scoring Franklin by wide 
margins of 19-10 and 13-4 
in the third and fourth, 
respectively.

“We started to attack 
the basket after the first 
quarter,” Tyree said. “We 
got to the free-throw line 
often. We still need to 
improve at the charity 
stripe, but we went 5-of-8 
from the line in the sec­
ond.”

One of the spark-plugs 
was junior guard Haleigh 
Maszatics, with 10 points 
off the bench.

Even stronger was 
senior guard Aleea Mont­
gomery, who tallied 11 
points and 10 rebounds — 
with seven of her points 
in the third quarter.

“I told her at halftime 
that she could take over 
the game,” Tyree said.

Other Garden City 
stalwarts included senior 
guard Brittany Radtke 
(11 points, six steals) and 
senior guard Kayley

Hewer (eight points, 11 
boards).

For the Patriots (0-6), 
sophomore guard Han­
nah Strosser scored eight 
points.

Evidence of Garden 
City’s aggressiveness on 
offense was a wide edge 
in free-throw chances. 
The Cougars stepped to 
the line 29 times, making

just 13, however.
Franklin managed to 

sink 7-of-10 opportuni­
ties.

“It’s always nice going 
into the two-week (holi­
day) break with a win,” 
TVree said. “I thought my 
team took a step in the 
right direction tonight. 
Hopefully, we can build 
from here.”

B urton  lifts Eagles
Bryanna Burton 

scored a game-high 20 
points Thursday as host 
Redford Thurston (5-2) 
overcame an early 10-0 
deficit to earn a 51-43 
non-conference win over 
Melvindale (0-6).

Burton went ll-of-12 
from the foul line (all in 
the first quarter), while 
Gillian Drake added 11 
points for the Eagles, 
who led 26-19 at halftime 
before stretching their 
lead to 20 in the final 
quarter.

Courtney Walton- 
baugh scored a game- 
high 22 points and Dan­

ielle Tubbs added 16 for 
the winless Cardinals.

RU rom ps, 51-1
On Thursday, Johnnia 

Steele scored 12 points as 
Redford Union (4-2) rout­
ed host Thylor Prep (0-5) 
for the second time this 
season in a non-league 
game, 51-1.

The Panthers led 37-1 
at halftime.

Trojans fa ll sh o r t
Myla Hoskins-King 

scored a game-high 14 
points, but it couldn’t 
save Livonia Clarence- 
ville (1-5) from falling 
Thursday at home 
against Ferndale (3-3) in 
a non-conference encoun­
ter, 48-23.

The Eagles, who led 
25-14 at halftime and 
42-14 after three quarters 
following a 17-0 run, got 
12 points from Kayla 
Boyd and nine from Cacy 
Thorton.

tsm ithQ hom etow nlife . com  
Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports

out as Brother Rice’s head football coach after 3 seasons
PREP FOOTBALL

Sofran is
Marty Budner
hometownlife.com

David Sofran’s tenure 
as Brother Rice’s football 
head coach lasted three 
years.

Brother Rice school 
officials announced Dec.
16 that Sofran will not 
return for the Warriors

next season.
“We truly appreciate 

all of the contributions 
coach Sofran has made to 
Brother Rice during his 
three years as head 
coach, which followed his 
many years as an assis­
tant coach and as a play­
er," Rice Athletic Direc­
tor Jeff Calcaterra said.

Sofran was named 
head coach for the 2014 
football season following 
the retirement of the 
legendary A1 Fracassa.

The Warriors posted a
20-12 overall record dur­
ing that time, including a 
sparkling 11-1 mark and a 
trip to the Division 2 
regional championship

game in his first season.
After missing the 

playoffs in 2015 (2-7), 
Rice regrouped this past 
season and finished with 
a 7-4 overall record and a 
return appearance in the 
state playoffs. Rice’s 
season ended with a 24-0 
loss to Birmingham 
Groves in the Division 2

district championship 
game.

“The long-term vision 
of our football program 
embodies the values of 
Brother Rice High 
School and our commit­
ment to academic and 
athletic excellence,” 
Calcaterra said. “We 
strive to develop our

student-athletes and 
consistently place our 
program among the top 
in Michigan.”

Sofran will remain on 
the staff as associate 
athletic director for this 
academic year. Adminis­
trators plan to soon begin 
a search for a new head 
coach.

TOM BEAUDOIN
Garden City's Jacob Sadowski (left) contests a shot attempt by 
Livonia Franklin's Paytin Harris.

H O O P S
Continued from Page B1

assists, four rebounds).
That’s pretty much 

how the rest of the game 
played out.

Early do m in an ce
Indeed, Mettie was a 

menace to the Cougars 
with 18 points, 11 re­
bounds and three blocks. 
The only negative for the 
6-8 player was fouling 
out late in the game, 
getting tagged with an 
offensive foul driving to 
the rim in an attempt to 
get to 20 points for the 
night.

Like in the previous 
game against Canton, 
Mettie was dominant in 
the first half (16 points) 
only to be stopped later 
on.

It was a similar pat­
tern Thursday, when he 
had 14 points at the break 
with Franklin enjoying a
32-23 advantage. But he 
managed to hit just two 
field goals after that in a 
relatively even second 
half in which both teams 
struggled to score.

“(Mettie) gets off to 
hot starts,” Franklin head

“Mettie was really, really good. When 
he can shoot the ball and then take 
the ball to the basket, that’s a very 
tough combo for our team.”
RICK MORTON
Garden City head coach

coach Jon Djokaj said. 
“We need him to finish 
(games) a little better. 
We’ve seen it a couple 
games now, where teams 
have been able to take 
him away (in the second 
half).

“He’s learning and 
getting every better day, 
but it’s a continual proc­
ess. It’s not just with him, 
it’s with all our guys."

Another key contrib­
utor for the Patriots was 
junior guard Paytin Har­
ris, with five steals.

“Paytin Harris brings 
a lot of energy for us, 
gets into passing lines, 
gets a lot of deflections 
and steals,” Djokaj said. 
“Our sophomore, Ryan 
Hoyer, does a nice job, as 
well as does (junior) 
Roger Carpenter. They 
do a lot of good things 
pressuring the ball.”

Tall ta le
For Garden City, Cas- 

tonguay was a bright

spot with a strong two- 
way game.

“Eian Castonguay is a 
great player, he’s so 
fast,” Morton said. “He 
plays really hard, attacks 
the basket.”

Adding eight points 
was junior forward Cam­
eron Walter, while senior 
guard Sadowski scored 
seven.

Morton tipped his cap 
to Mettie and the Patri­
ots, but added that guard­
ing taller players will 
continue to be a chal­
lenge because his team 
lacks size.

“We’re used to not 
having the tallest guys 
around,” Morton said. 
“That’s going to be a 
concern as we play the 
rest of the year as well.

“Mettie was really, 
really good. When he can 
shoot the ball and then 
take the ball to the bas­
ket, that’s a very tough 
combo for our team.”

Just like Garden City,

the Patriots now will take 
a lengthy break before 
returning to action Jan. 6 
at home against Fern- 
dale.

SALEM TOPS CHUR­
CHILL: On Thursday 
night at Livonia Chur­
chill, the Rocks improved 
to 2-3 with their 76-68 
victory.

Salem was led by sen­
ior Cam Barden (25 
points) and senior Cam­
eron Grace (15 points, 10 
rebounds). For the Char­
gers (2-4), Alan Hammett 
scored 30 points.

TRACTORS ROLL 
C'VILLE: Abdullah Busha- 
mie scored a game-high 
13 points Thursday to 
lead host Dearborn Ford- 
son (2-4) to a 60-20 vic­
tory over Livonia Clar- 
enceville (0-4) in a cross­
over matchup between 
Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference teams.

Clarenceville, getting 
seven points from Tbrre 
Bowen, couldn’t over­
come a 30-7 halftime 
lead. The Trojans were 
3-of-6 from the foul line, 
while the Tractors hit
8-of-15.

tsm ithQ hom etow nlife . com  
Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports

MATTHEW MITCHELL PHOTOGRAPHY
Michigan State senior center Thomas Ebbing helped lead Birmingham Brother Rice to the 2012 
Division 2 state championship.

H O C K EY
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the school’s coaches, 
facilities and small-town 
atmosphere. He posted 
nine assists in 36 games 
and was plus-21, while 
blocking 88 shots, as a 
freshman. He added 
offensive flair to his 
game last season, fin­
ishing with seven goals 
and 13 assists in 37 con­
tests, with a plus-24 rat­
ing, and earned second 
team all-WCHA honors. 
He has two goals and 10 
assists in 22 games this 
year.

He credits a steady 
evolution of his game, 
along with some off­
season work in 2015 — 
“focusing on my stick­
handling and my shoot­
ing” — with sparking his 
offensive improvement.

The 2015 off-season 
was doubly significant 
for Roy, because he was 
selected by the Los Ange­
les Kings in the seventh 
round of the NHL Entry 
Draft, the 194th player 
taken overall.

Today, however, Roy is 
totally focused on his 
college career. Looking 
ahead to the second half 
of the season, he said 
Tech just needs to “keep 
playing the way we’re

playing” so the team can 
retain the MacNaughton 
Cup as the WCHA reg­
ular-season champion 
and earn a trip to the 
NCAA tournament.
R eady fo r th e  
rem atch

Earlier this season, as 
Tech struggled to a 1-5-2 
start, the Huskies lost 
and tied in two games 
played against Michigan 
in Ann Arbor. The Wol­
verines have been in­
consistent lately, howev­

er, and they go into the 
GLI with an uncharacter­
istic 7-8-1 record.

The Wolverines boast 
several area standouts, 
including sophomore 
defenseman Nicholas 
Boka. A Plymouth resi­
dent, Boka played for the 
U.S. National Team De­
velopment Program for 
two seasons before join­
ing the Wolverines for 
the 2015-16 campaign. A 
defensive-oriented de­
fenseman, Boka tallied 10 
assists in 38 games as a

freshman and enters the 
GLI with one goal and 
one assist in 15 contests 
this season, along with 35 
blocked shots. Boka was 
drafted by the Minnesota 
Wild in the sixth round, 
171st overall, in the 2015 
Entry Draft.

Other U-M area skat­
ers include freshman 
forward Will Lockwood 
of Bloomfield Hills, who 
was selected in the third 
round of the 2016 Entry 
Draft, 64th overall, by 
the Vancouver Canucks.

Like Boka, Lockwood 
played for the U.S. NTDP 
for two years, totaling 13 
goals and 20 assists in 59 
games. Lockwood had six 
goals and six assists in 
Michigan’s first 16 games 
this season before suf­
fering a shoulder injury 
that will keep him out of 
the GLI. Lockwood is 
expected back on the ice 
some time in January.

Senior forward Max 
Shuart, a 2012 Novi High 
School graduate, enjoyed 
his best college season 
last year, with six goals 
and nine assists in 38 
games. He has seven 
assists in 14 Michigan 
contests this year.
G reen an d  w h ite  
h o p es

Michigan State will 
face off with Western in 
the other GLI opening- 
round game Thursday. 
MSU is 4-9-1 so far and 
will hope for a strong 
GLI performance to 
jump-start a better sec­
ond half.

Among the Spartans' 
leaders is senior forward 
Thomas Ebbing, who 
helped Birmingham 
Brother Rice capture the 
2012 Division 2 state 
championship. Ebbing is 
tied for third on MSU 
with eight points in 14 
games, on two goals and 
six assists. He posted a

career-best 19 points last 
season (five goals, 14 
assists) and blocked 59 
shots, fourth-best among 
the nation’s forwards.

Plymouth resident 
Zach Osburn is the Spar­
tans’ top-scoring de­
fenseman, with two goals 
and five assists in 14 
contests. Osburn had six 
goals — including five 
power-play goals — 
among 19 points as a 
freshman last season.

Novi Catholic Central 
graduate Carson Gatt, a 
South Lyon resident, also 
helps man the Spartans’ 
blue line. The defensive- 
minded junior defense- 
man has a goal and an 
assist in 10 games this 
season, after posting a 
career-high seven assists 
in his sophomore year. 
Senior forward Connor 
Wood, a Bloomfield Hills 
Lahser graduate, has 
found the net once in 12 
games this year.

MSU also has a pair of 
area goaltenders, both 
freshmen. John Lethe- 
mon, who attended Far­
mington High, has a 4.76 
goals-against average 
and .833 save percentage 
in three games. Spencer 
Wright, who backstopped 
Catholic Central to two 
consecutive state titles in 
2014-15, has yet to see 
action this season.

t t
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P l y m o u t h  g o a l i e  O l e p a  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  s t u f f

Junior relishes being 
last line of defense 

for his team
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Being a hockey goalie 
is something Brendan 
Olepa wanted to do ever 
since he saw himself in 
the mirror wearing 
brand new gear as a 
young child.

More than a decade 
later, Olepa wants noth­
ing more than to be the 
best hockey goalie he 
can be for the Plymouth 
Wildcats.

“It’s just having the 
game on your shoul­
ders,” the 16-year-old 
Plymouth junior said 
after a recent practice 
at Arctic Edge Arena in 
Canton, about why he is 
so enthralled with being 
the last line of defense. 
“It’s hit or miss for a 
goalie. You’re either 
getting blamed for ev­
erything or you’re get­
ting praise for every­
thing.

"The thing that gets 
me going is just the 
experience. Having that 
adrenaline rush that, 
yeah, if everything goes 
bad, they’re counting on 
you.”

Olepa has loved hav­
ing that feeling ever 
since the first time he 
strapped on goalie pads.

“My first year of 
hockey, my first pair of 
goalie pads I was 3 or 
4,” Olepa said. “I did 
street hockey stuff and 
I absolutely fell in love 
with it.

“I have a picture my 
dad took where I was 
just standing in the mir­
ror looking at myself in 
goalie gear. From there 
on, I knew what I want­
ed to do.”

Plymouth varsity 
head coach Gerry Vento 
is glad that Olepa took 
that path — especially 
this season, when sever­
al games have come 
down to the poised teen­
ager standing between 
the pipes.

“It’s his maturity 
level and his work eth­
ic,” Vento said, discuss­
ing the characteristics 
that make Olepa such a 
big-game goaltender.

“Knowing that I 
have a strong 
team in front of 
me while I have 
been in the net 
has kept me calm 
and confident...”
BRENDAN OLEPA

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Calmly collecting a loose puck during a recent high school varsity hockey game is Plymouth junior goalie Brendan Olepa.

Barbara Olepa thrives 
under pressure, another 
trait that Vento raves 
about.

“I was really im­
pressed with his compo­
sure in the Salem game 
(a 4-2 win Dec. 17). 
That’s always a nerve- 
wracking game, it’s 
intense,” Vento said. 
“But the saves he was 
making, he made them 
look easy.

“He just didn’t get 
too high, he didn’t get 
too low. He’s just really 
a mature goalie, espe­
cially for a junior.”

The previous week, 
Northville scored back- 
to-back goals in 12 sec­
onds to tie the Wildcats, 
with most of the third 
period to go. All Olepa 
did was shut the door 
the rest of the contest 
and Plymouth won 3-2 in 
overtime.

Whenever things do 
go off the rails for a 
stretch, he can take a 
deep breath and hit the 
reset button.

“It’s mental tough­
ness,” Olepa said. “You 
got to go into the game 
thinking, ‘Oh, I’m not 
going to give up.’ Even 
if I end up messing up, 
you just can’t give up 
and that’s the mindset 
you need to have.

“After those two 
goals (against North­
ville) I just shook it off 
and said, ‘You know 
what? It happens, you 
just got to keep going.’

“If you dwell on it,

stuff like that will hap­
pen later on in the peri­
od and you’ll go deeper 
and deeper in the hole.”

Olepa, owner of a 3.8 
grade-point average 
with hopes of playing 
college hockey, added 
that whatever he can do 
off the ice to give him­
self an edge getting 
from Point A to Point B 
to get set for the next 
shot is a priority.

“It just takes time," 
he said. “Stretching 
helps, going to the gym 
a couple days a week. 
It’s a lot of dedication, 
but it pays off at the 
end.

“What I do (at the 
gym) is core stuff and 
leg work to get my 
speed going. That’s for 
explosive movement.”

In it to g e th e r
He plays the hybrid 

style, a mix of butterfly 
and standup, depending 
on the action around 
him.

Of course, Olepa 
realizes his on-ice suc­
cess doesn’t take place 
in a vacuum. He com­
pletely shares any of his 
personal successes with 
Plymouth teammates.

“The success that we 
have had this season so 
far has really been a 
combination of team­
work and everyone 
working together,” Ole­
pa said. “Knowing that I 
have a strong team in 
front of me while I have 
been in the net has kept 
me calm and confident 
every time we step on 
the ice.

“I am very proud of 
my team with the suc­
cess we have had this 
season and I am very 
excited to carry out the 
(rest of the) year with 
those guys.”

tsm ith@ hom etow nlife. com

“He’s the hardest work­
er on the ice and (Wild­
cats goalie coach) Lon­
nie (Middaugh) really 
puts him through it out 
there, makes him work.

“The harder Lonnie 
pushes him, it seems the 
harder Olepa pushes 
back and it shows in 
games.”

B alancing ac t
Olepa and sophomore 

goaltender Josh Mon­
troy flipped their gloves 
and stick to the side for 
a recent drill.

Middaugh had them 
hold onto a 12-pound 
medicine ball and do a 
series of crease move­
ments — remaining as 
much in their stance as 
possible. The drills are 
designed to help them 
with balance and agility.

“He uses it for bal­
ance and for that extra 
weight on the ice, mak­
ing it harder for him to 
get back and forth,” 
Vento said. “So when it’s 
game time, without the 
medicine ball, he’s going 
to feel a lot quicker 
getting from post to 
post.”

The extra work 
doesn’t bother the 5- 
foot-8 Olepa. In fact, he 
seems to enjoy every 
minute on the ice.

Olepa — who earlier 
in his career had stints 
with Little Caesars and 
the Farmington Flames 
— also is thankful for 
having a goalie coach 
like Middaugh, who

FAMILY PHOTO
The a-ha moment for Brendan Olepa came at age 4, when he 
liked the look of wearing goalie equipment. Here he checks 
out his first set of pads in the mirror.

began working with him 
during eighth grade on 
the Plymouth Prep 
Team.

“Coach Lonnie has 
been an inspiration to 
me and has been a great 
mentor on and off the 
ice,” Olepa said. “He’s 
been my psychologist, 
teacher and friend. He’s 
taught me many things 
on and off the ice that 
have really improved 
my game over the 
years.”

Also helping him to 
push his way down the 
path he is happily taking

were Darrin Silvester 
and Ron Hayes, both 
with a “learn to skate” 
program at Plymouth 
Cultural Center in the 
mid-2000s. Silvester 
later was Olepa’s head 
coach with Plymouth 
Prep.

Bring it  on
Those coaches and 

others undoubtedly 
helped Olepa add to his 
growing goalkeeping 
tool box. But his love of 
the game and position 
remain paramount.

And the son of Ed and

PREP WRESTLING

Redford Union wins its own invitational tournament, im proves to 8-1
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Five wrestlers scored 
two pins apiece Wednes­
day as host Redford 
Union swept Western 
Wayne Athletic Confer­
ence foes Dearborn Ed- 
sel Ford, 45-36, and Gar­
den City, 59-18, in a quad 
meet.

Leading the pin pa­

rade for the Panthers, 
who improved to 8-1 
overall and 2-0 in the 
WWAC Blue Division, 
were Kenny Vadnais, 
Brandon Hartsfield, 
Isaac Grant, Bobby Dix­
on and Gabe Mendez.

Larry Elliot also re­
corded two wins, includ­
ing a pin.

On Dec. 17, the Pan­
thers defeated Northville

in the finals of the RU 
Invitational dual meet 
tournament, 49-27, to 
finish 5-0 on the day.

The Panthers also 
scored wins over Dear­
born Divine Child (78-0), 
Dearborn Heights Crest- 
wood (72-0), Livonia Clar- 
enceville (45-30) and a 
combined RU-Clarence- 
ville team (73-3).

Grant, who scored

five straight pins, was 
the upper weights tour­
nament MVP. Tavian 
Groves (all pins), Taz- 
Don Moore, Elliot and 
Vadnais also finished 5-0 
for the tourney.

Trojans sp lit q u ad
In its only home meet 

of the season Wednesday, 
host Livonia Clarence- 
ville split a quad meet

defeating Romulus (63- 
18) before losing to Dear­
born Fordson (49-27).

Going 2-0 on the day 
for the Trojans, who 
improved to 9-5 overall 
and 1-1 in the WWAC Red, 
were Dean Harrington 
(103), Jacob Weiss (119), 
Justin Fields (125), Jo­
seph Sanchez (130) and 
David Means (171).

On Dec. 17 at the RU

dual tourney, Clarence- 
ville placed third overall 
after finishing second in 
its pool, which included a 
60-17 win over Garden 
City in a crossover.

Dylik Hunter (135) 
and Zack Richards (160) 
each finished 5-0 on the 
day, while Max Wood­
cock finished 4-0.

bem ons@ hom etow nlife .com

“We get out there early in practice 
and we run the power play. We 
practice that (the one-timer) a lot. 
It’s finally nice for it to come in use 
and finally get one from it.”
JOHN DOYLE, senior forward

ICERS
Continued from Page B1

“You have to play 
teams like this in order to 
prepare yourself for the 
postseason. We were in a 
similar position last year, 
where we won the game 
against Brighton 4-3, in 
their house. It came to 
the third period, similar 
to this one.

“I guess maybe the 
hockey gods decided it 
was our turn to come up 
a little bit short this time 
around.”

Tough s ta r t
The Chargers, who 

compete in Division 2, 
could never get over the 
hump Wednesday.

At 13:47 of the opening 
period, Brighton senior 
forward Jake Crespi 
(goal, two assists) fooled 
Broyles with a wrist shot 
from the right-wing 
boards.

The Bulldogs made it
2-0 with 26 seconds left. 
Broyles sprawled to stop 
Ben Peterson, but Wik- 
man chipped the rebound

over the goalie.
At the conclusion of 

the period, the referees 
assessed a five-minute 
major to Crespi for a 
head shot against junior 
forward Adam Sinclair 
(who left to be evaluated 
for a concussion at a 
nearby hospital, Rey­
nolds said).

When the teams took 
the ice for the second 
period, Churchill enjoyed 
a five-minute power play 
and Doyle made the Bull­
dogs pay with two goals 
in a 36-second span to tie 
the game at 2-2.

“As I understand it, 
they said it was an elbow 
and decided to give 
(Crespi) the five-minute 
(penalty) after the fact,” 
Reynolds said. “They 
came out and spoke to us 
after the buzzer had 
sounded and the boys 
were in the locker room 
and told us the five min­
utes were coming. So we 
knew to prepare accord­
ingly and try to take 
advantage of that win­
dow of opportunity.

“We were fortunate. 
We jumped on it quickly 
and managed to pop a

couple in and get back in 
the game.”

P o w er p lay  con n ec ts
The first one was an 

unassisted goal at 3:24. 
Doyle took the puck from 
a Brighton player, curled 
into the slot and snapped 
a wicked wrist shot over 
the glove hand of Bull­
dogs senior goalie Logan 
Neaton (23 saves).

At the four-minute 
mark, Doyle’s one-timer 
of a cross-ice feed from 
junior linemate Jordan 
Venegoni beat Neaton 
cleanly inside the far 
post. Also assisting was 
senior defenseman and 
captain Joe Wozniak.

Of the two power-play 
goals, Doyle said he liked 
the second one better.

“We get out there 
early in practice and we

run the power play,” 
Doyle said. “We practice 
that (the one-timer) a lot. 
It’s finally nice for it to 
come in use and finally 
get one from it.”

Churchill’s dangerous 
trio of Doyle, Venegoni 
and junior forward Tyler 
Haydu came close to 
putting the Chargers in 
front with about eight 
minutes to go in the peri­
od.

Doyle delivered a pass 
to Haydu, cutting in on 
the right wing. But Hay­
du found himself too 
close to Neaton when it 
came time to take a shot 
and the goalie easily 
kicked the puck away.

It was Broyles’ turn to 
make a key stop in the 
period’s final minute, 
when he blocked Crespi’s 
redirect on the doorstep.

Broyles (23 saves) 
kept the game tied for a 
while in the third. After 
turning aside an in-close 
bid by Wikman, he 
snagged Crespi’s slap 
shot taken from inside 
the blue line following a 
Churchill turnover.

But Brighton did go up
3-2 with 5:23 remaining 
and Crespi was in the 
middle of the scoring 
play. He skated down the 
right wing and slipped 
the puck over to Peterson 
for the tap-in.

N ever say  d ie
Just over a minute 

later, however, the Char­
gers showed their mettle 
with another equalizer.

Junior forward Josh 
Friend threaded a per­
fect stretch pass up the 
middle to Doyle, who 
collected the puck at the 
Brighton blue line and 
zeroed in on Neaton.

Doyle was stopped as 
he approached the 
crease, but the rebound 
caromed past Neaton to 
set off a Churchill cele­
bration. A collision 
knocked the goal off its 
moorings, but the goal

counted.
“I went with my move; 

the goalie stopped it,” 
Doyle said. “But it rico­
cheted out and hit the 
defense and went back 
in. Huge turning point 
right there.”

The Bulldogs, howev­
er, had their own re­
sponse — and it turned 
out to be the final say for 
the evening.

“Similar to our situa­
tion, I’m sure they were 
looking for second and 
third opportunities in 
front of the net, looking 
for rebounds,” Reynolds 
said. “Unfortunately, 
they had a step on us 
coming into the zone, that 
rebound popped out and 
they had an open oppor­
tunity to pick it up.

“No different than 
what we were looking for 
when we were going up 
against Logan Neaton. It 
was just Brighton’s 
night.”

ST. M A R Y 'S  4, ST EVEN SO N  3: In
this Tuesday night game at Orchard Lake St. 
Mary's, Livonia Stevenson came up a bit 
short. No game details were available as of 
press time.

tsm ith@ hom etow nlife. com  
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

mailto:bemons@hometownlife.com
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Do your research before a job interview

GETTY IMAGES

BY MATTTARPEY
CAREERBUILDER

R esearching potential 
employers is an essen­
tial step in the job­

seeking process. Not only 
does it help you determine 
whether the open position is 
one you’re actually interested 
in, but doing the right research 
can also give you the advan­
tage once the hiring process 
gets underway.

What information will help 
you land the job? Here's some 
advice.

The b a s ic s
It should go without say­

ing, but if you don't know the 
name of the company or the 
industry in which it operates, 
don't even bother showing up 
for the interview. It's so easy 
to find basic information on 
any company that there is 
absolutely no excuse for not 
knowing it.

“Explore the company's 
website, especially the About 
Us’ section,’’ says Marisa 
South, general manager of 
Vet & Pet Jobs, an Australian 
career website for the animal- 
care industry. “Learning how a 
company wants to represent 
itself and what it considers 
valuable can be used in your 
interview as you're trying to 
explain how your values and 
objectives match up."

Knowing how employees

perceive the company can be 
just as enlightening — if not 
more. “Websites like Glass- 
door do an excellent job at 
collecting information about 
companies, including sala­
ries, experiences and what 
the company's atmosphere is 
like,” says Ola Danilina, CEO 
and founder of PMBC Group, 
a technology public-relations 
firm based in Los Angeles.

“Better yet, if you know some­
body personally who works or 
has worked at the company 
you are interviewing for, plan 
a time to sit with them to ask 
any questions you may have 
prior to your interview."

The role
Be sure to have as thorough 

an understanding of the posi­
tion as possible before going

into the interview. Review the 
information provided in the job 
listing, and if there is some­
thing you’re unclear about, 
make a note to bring it up with 
the interviewer.

“Even with the necessary 
skills to complete the role, 
most candidates often fail to 
fully understand what the job 
actually is and look unpre­
pared in an interview,” says 
Sacha Ferrandi, founder and 
director of human resources at 
real-estate firm Source Capital 
Funding Inc. “Employers want 
to see that you are familiar 
with the industry because it 
will reduce the learning curve 
if you get hired."

C urren t e v e n ts
Knowing the company's 

mission statement and history 
can help you identify with its 
goals, but the mission state­
ment isn’t likely to be on the 
top of your interviewer’s mind. 
Your research should also 
focus on where the company 
stands today. Knowing about 
things such as recent product 
launches, mergers, partner­
ships and new initiatives can 
help you come into the inter­
view one step ahead of other 
candidates.

Employers are looking for 
candidates who can begin 
work at full speed. When 
you're able to discuss real is­
sues facing the company dur­
ing your job interview, you're

not just showing that you 
could hit the ground running, 
you’re showing that in some 
ways, you already have.

The co m p e tito rs
No matter how much in­

formation you’re able to find 
about a given company, it’s 
not very useful without some­
thing to gauge it against. To 
gain a broader understanding 
of the industry and where the 
company fits within it, read up 
on the other top companies in 
the field.

“You should try to figure out 
what sets the company apart 
from its competitors,” South 
says. “By educating yourself 
about how a company is do­
ing things differently, you’ll be 
better prepared when your 
interviewer asks you what at­
tracted (you) to the company."

Preparing tor the interview 
with targeted and thorough 
research makes it easier to 
give more specific responses. 
Most interviewers will recog­
nize and appreciate that you 
aren’t wasting their time with 
generic answers, giving you 
a considerable leg up on the 
competition.

Matt Tarpey is a writer for 
the Advice & Resources section 
on CareerBuilder.com. He 
researches and writes about 
job-search strategy, career 
management, hiring trends 
and workplace issues.
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28 Ski resort to seats, 94 Vodka DOWN 43 Scrip writers Hemingway

near L.A. informally brand, briefly 1 Lager brand 45 Racial 104Grosse —,
30 Set fire to 61 Approach 95 That, to 2 Go to sleep equality org. Michigan
32 Suffix with boldly Juanita 3 The Office” 47 1920s-’30s 105 Bollixed (up)

Mideast 63 Sing softly 96 “A Death in actor art style 108 Chapel
33 Horror-film 64 Straighten, the Family” 4 To be, to 49 An EEG song

lab assistant as a twisted novelist Brigitte records it 110 Like
35 Runner- hose James 5 Often-iced 51 Bluish gray acrobats

tumed-lord 66 Prevent, in 97 Hunts for injury 53 Craving 114 Extolling
Sebastian court 99 Decode 6 Rail holder 54 "Explorer” of poems

36 Swab brand 68 — Solo 101 East — 7 Message kiddie TV 115 Louver strip
38 Hack off (sci-fi role) (country of from a pulpit 55 Hog’s 116 Osiris' wife
39 Treasury 69 Simian Asia) 8 Meccan, e.g. sound 118 Light coin

secretary “King” 103 LP letters 9 Spring bloom 62 Rough in 121 Prefix with
Jack 71 Oslo loc. 106 “Dear” man 10 Hoi — texture 81-Down

40 Pops’ moms 72 — guilt trip 107 Girasol, e.g. 11 Chichi 65 Old 122 California’s
42 Give credit on 109 Lyricist 12 767, e.g. Cambodian Santa

where credit 73 — cone Gershwin 13 ’60s prez leader — River
— (cold treat) 111 The Lion 14 Pizza cut Lon — 124“... good

44 Growl like a 76 Heelless King” lioness edges, e.g. 67 Zenith rival witch — bad
mad dog shoes 112 Female hare 15 Exiled Idi 70 Swearwords witch?"

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" 

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
Here’s H ow  I t  Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

8 | l - | c | z | z | 9 | 6 | f r | s

_^__2__9__S__6_J__e__£__8_ 
9_ 8 l 2 e z 9 6 *

i i Z i Z Z i i i
_Z__6__fr_ _9_L__8_ _z__s__e_
A  _L _L _L _L
C S Z f r 9 6 l 8 Z

T 7 I 8 z 7 7 7 7

6 2 9
8 6 5

4 1 7
7 8 4 2

2 9 6
9 3 8

3 1 4
6 8 5

5 7 1

A IR  F LIG H T  W O R D  S E A R C H
u I D F N T H E N G I N E V R Y G V S P
A s I H R 0 F S E A L E V E L A D 0 E H
I H R P A E S A A B E B C L U T C H T L
R A E M C S 0 E R P S E B 0 M U F T U S
S F C R A w H U A C H C U c Q W E B H C
H T T V B N I U E C R W I I M Q R Y E D
I R I T I 0 E L T N A I M T N I D H E A
P A 0 B N I G L C D C L A Y C V N E L S
H Y N N D T E T T I 0 Y I A 0 0 P U N R
E I H 0 S A A P G T c W N B I S N L S B
G R C I A V R R T A 0 T N T R I M T L R
A 0 L T P E Q F R V I R A T N A N V E L
L T A A L L A U L S L R H U 0 E T T B E
E N N G A E C F Y I E N M T N L E I D A
S E D I N C L H F L G E H P R K I U 0 D
U V I V A E N E E U Y H I L I 0 T P E N
F N N A F N E C E A E U T T P I P V S N
D I G N Q E C D P G Q L L B T E I R B R
W I E H U A E G L E A A M L D C D B I H
V R E T P 0 C I L E H N A P E R L G H A

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

WORDS
ACCELERATION

ACCURACY
AIRCRAFT
AIRPORT
AIRSHIP

ALTIMETER
ALTITUDE
ALUMINUM

CABIN
CALIBRATION

CLUTCH
DEVICE

DIRECTION
ELEVATION

ENGINE
EQUIPMENT

FLIGHT
FREQUENCY

FUEL
FUSELAGE

GEAR
HELICOPTER

INVENTOR
LANDING

LUBRICANT
NAVIGATION

NEEDLE
NOSE
PILOT
PLAN

SEA LEVEL 
SHAFT 

SHUTDOWN 
SPEED 

THROTTLE 
VELOCITY

O

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

G V S P

CROSSW ORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 Abe of “Fish" 
7 In hitting 

position
14“Neue

Liebeslieder”
composer

20 Idolized
21 Details of 

one’s life
22 Angle unit in 

math
23 Doctors 

testifying 
about

47 See 95-
Across

51 The same, to 
Simone

52 NM-to-NJ
dir.

53 Absorb 
slowly

55 “Rapture” 
singer Baker

56 St. Kitts 
and —

58 Confident 
assertion

60 They’re part 
of history 
[Seagal]

62 Modest reply 
of gratitude 
[Hawke]

64 Item fitting in 
a rowlock

65 Vain one’s 
problem

66 Tyke
67 Above, in an 

ode
68 Not prone 

to fading in 
daylight, as 
a fabric

71 Wonder
73 Winter 

malady
76 “Coolness!"
78 It hangs from 

a hoop
79 Regulations 

on importing 
and
exporting 
[St. Johns]

84 Initial race 
advantages 
[Lovett]

87£p4e
relative

88 Putrefy
89 Guardian —
90 Hansel's sis
92 Heat qty.
94 Goatee site
95 With 47- 

Across, 
swooned- 
over sort

96 “It’s cold!"
97 Current 

fashion 
[Lubitsch]

100 Water, in 
Oaxaca

102 Winged god
103 G8 country
104 Curt 

comment 
[Previn]

109 Moralist’s 
statement

114 Rural towers
115 Twisting 

fish
116 Enzyme 

suffix
117 Skinny
118 Not inclined
120 Saying “I do”

[Bergman]
125 Lamented 

loudly
126 By mistake
127 One of the 

Ramones
128 Fall blooms

129 Region 
centered on 
the upper 
Oder valley

130 Makes off- 
peak calls?

DOWN
1 Coquettes
2 Flawless
3 Like saints
4 Rigel's 

constellation
5 Yr. closer
6 Water, 

jocularly
7 App-based 

taxi service
8 Fotos
9 With 87- 

Down, 
penthouse's 
place

10 Pindar verse
11 Magnates
12 Cockloft, 

eg.
13 Cup, in Caen
14 Dude
15 Systems to 

track storms
16 The “A” of 

ATP
17 Gandhi, e.g.
18 Stoneworker
19 Dummy 

Mortimer
24 Eavesdrop
29 Beauty lover
32 Architectural 

annex
33 Marshy area

34 Playwright 
Joe

35 Cries of 
repugnance

36 “Buddy List” 
co.

40 —  shui
41 Pointed arch 

variety
42 Spelunking 

spot
43 Samuel of 

the Supreme 
Court

44 Bottle parts
45 Reaches, as 

new heights
46 Barn brayer
48 By —  of 

(due to)
49 "Chained” 

actor Kruger
50 Hold up
54 Movie-rating

gp
55 Stated firmly
57 Crow of

pop
59 Into pieces
61 “C rikey!”
63 Asian sea
64 Frequently, 

to Donne
69 Chick’s 

home
70 Cree or Erie
72 Decide (to)
73 Heroic act
74 Thin street
75 Egg on
77 Humiliate
80 Selflessness

81 Hurting, as a 
joint

82 Grieve loudly
83 December 31 

song word
85 “Stormy 

Weather" 
singer

86 Abbr. on a 
bus schedule

87 See 9-Down 
91 Watson of

“Noah”
93 Erratic 
96 Frank holder
98 Nickname 

for Dwight 
Gooden

99 Airline to 
Sweden

101 Riotous joke
102 Dutch lager
104 Honshu city
105 Exchange 

for a ten
106 Naval force
107 TV’s Philbin
108 Nicholas 

Gage novel
110 Brought out 

into the open
111 Spiteful 
1 1 2 “—  much

better now” 
113 Stem joints 
116 Taj Mahal 

site
119 Mag staffers
121 Mario’s three
122 Auditing gp.
123 don’t!"
124 Vintage auto

W

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” 

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
3 5 7
1 4 2 9

9 4 6
3 6 8 1

8 7 5
5 3 9

2 6 8
1 4 2 5

6 1 7

Here’s H ow  It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

V z L 8 L e 6 9 8
9 e 9 Z 6 L 8 i
6 8 l 9 L 9 Z tr e
9 6 Z e V 8 l S L
e V 9 i z L 9 6 8
l L 8 6 9 9 e Z tr
z 9 e fr 8 i 9 L 6
8 S 6 L e Z * i 9
L l 9 s 6 8 e Z

DISNEY FILM WORD SEARCH
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P I N 0 C C H I 0 0 L Z A I E G E 0 L C
C L H E L 0 D Y T I M E N R U B B A Z T
D N A L S I E R U S A E R T B E D U 0 M
F P B N A N N A Y L L 0 P U L Y G Y s 0
P T F S N 0 W W H I T E L G A I S 0 T G
L A I s A T N A F L S F N N Z T B M A S
R C I N D E R E L L A U D W 0 M E E C U
0 G N I K N 0 I L C J T C R u K S J 0 c
c S H A G G Y D 0 G H U Y D z A K C T 0
K E N B 0 N I A M E R T Y N N H 0 J S p
E Y A J H D P H T P P E T E R P A N I s
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E P R P 0 C A H 0 N T A S P B K S J A c
E 0 A I T M N A K C A B H C N U H U F 0
R P T Y P D A L N A T I A N S L S G R H

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

WORDS

ALADDIN
ARISTOCATS

BAMBI
CINDERELLA 
DALMATIANS 

DUMBO 
FANTASIA 
FLUBBER 

HOCUS POCUS 
HUNCHBACK 

JOHNNY TREMAIN 
JUNGLE BOOK 

LADY AND THE TRAMP 
LION KING 

LITTLE MERMAID 
MARY POPPINS 
MELODY TIME 
OLD YELLER 
PETER PAN 
PINOCCHIO 

POCAHONTAS 
POLLYANNA 

POPEYE 
RESCUERS 

ROCKETEER 
SHAGGY DOG 

SLEEPING BEAUTY 
SNOW WHITE 

TARZAN 
TOY STORY 

TREASURE ISLAND 
WHITE FANG

pnnunni 
□nr?irarjn
pranncia
□□□enrapnnts iiEssa □□nonn r ; ’.v-Ti
| b bg□ p a n  
□onnr>nranraan m ramna 
□oeiriRO□aB ananap naoa ommnnn □□□□□□ !!□□□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□□□□ nnnnnnn □□□boo

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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C a t *  R e p o r t

TESLA, PORSCHE, AUDI, SUBARU: CONSUMER REPORTS WINNERS 
KEEP DELIVERING ON MATCHLESS POWER OF BRANDS

The 2017 Subaru Outback exemplifies the brand’s all-wheel-drive platform.

Say this for 
Tesla owners: 
They stick by their 
brand. Despite red 
flags ranging from 
the Autopilot- 
fatality disaster 
to gull-wing doors 
getting stuck on 
the Model X, Tesla 
still ranked as No. 

I in the new. just-released Consumer 
Reports Annual Owner Satisfaction 
Survey.

Just as last year, following Tesla 
were Porsche, Audi and Subaru. 
Interestingly, however, some brands 
were on the move from 2015 to 2016, 
including Lincoln, which climbed from 
No. 21 to No. 12; and Hyundai, which 
rose to No. 13 from No. 24.

Meanwhile, some brands swooned, 
such as Ram, which tumbled to No.

17 from No. 5 in last year’s rankings; 
BMW, which took what may be seen as 
a surprising fall to No. 14 from No. 6; 
and Volkswagen, which took a not-so- 
surprising dive to No. 24 from No. 16.

No. 5 through 10 were Toyota, Honda. 
Mazda, Chrysler, Chevrolet and Lexus. 
Ranking at the absolute bottom was 
Fiat at No. 29; Fiat Chrysler Automotive 
had four brands in the bottom 13 with 
Ram at No. 17, Dodge at No. 23, Jeep 
at No. 25 and Fiat. Infiniti and Nissan 
Ranked No. 27 and 28.

Each of the brands that ranks 1 
through 4 once again is, arguably, a 
marque for which perceptions and 
emotions carry the day over the merit 
of each company’s individual vehicles 
or even its overall product line, and 
over other criteria such as vehicle 
quality and utility. Those subjective 
notions absolutely pulse through the 
survey results.

For Tesla, of course, there is the 
fierce brand loyalty generated by the 
company’s pioneering role in making 
a truly fine all-electric automobile, 
its daring pivot into mainstream- 
priced EVs with the upcoming Model 
3, and the high-profile leadership of 
the always-kinetic Elon Musk, who 
keeps Tesla and its iconoclastic mission 
continually in the news -  whether he’s 
defending Autopilot as being better than 
human drivers; defying Wall Street by 
continuing to report losses and missing 
production deadlines; boasting about 
his Gigafactory gambit; or saying he 
wants to die on Mars.

Even Consumer Reports -  an early 
fan of the Tesla Model S which once 
considered it such a perfect vehicle 
that it broke the magazine’s rating 
scale — has more lately been regularly 
knocking Tesla.

About the Model X 90D crossover, 
for example, a version of Tesla’s second 
model, the magazine said that, “Beyond 
the brag-worthy magic” such as the 
gull-wing doors and a “jet-fighter-like 
canopy windshield,” the car “largely 
disappoints. The rear doors are prone to 
pausing and stopping. The second-row 
seats can’t be folded, limiting cargo­
carrying ability. The big windshield 
is neat but not tinted enough to offset 
the brightness of a sunny day, and 
wind noise is excessive.”

Or take Porsche. The VW-owned 
sports-car brand has managed to extend 
itself nicely to SUVs and crossovers 
over the last several years, winning a 
whole new corps of buyers even as the 
brand continues to satisfy sports-car 
diehards with its iconic 911, Boxster

roadster and Cayman two-door coupe.
“The Porsche DNA is still baked 

into every model with confident high- 
performance handling,” as Consumer 
Reports puts it, “a controlled ride, 
superb braking performance, a thrilling 
exhaust note, and beautifully crafted 
interiors.”

Audi, of course, is one of the ultimate 
brand-ascension stories of the auto 
industry’s last decade. Beginning under 
the leadership of Johan de Nysschen 
and continuing under current U.S. 
boss Scott Keogh, Audi managed to 
parlay a steady expansion of its product 
line in every significant direction, a 
strategy of planned retail “scarcity” of 
its halo cars, some clever and humorous 
marketing, and the notion of “progressive 
technology” that appealed to younger 
buyers into a brand that rattled the 
hold of Mercedes-Benz and BMW on 
the German luxury category in the 
United States.

The lone thing for Audi yet to 
accomplish is to get sales volumes in 
the American market that match its 
relative levels elsewhere in the world, 
where Audi regularly challenges its 
national rivals for the global luxury- 
sales volume title.

Subaru continues to amaze as a 
volume-restricted brand that seemingly 
can do no wrong. Tom Doll, the 
American executive and former bean 
counter who has masterminded the 
brand’s rise in the United States, has 
unapologetically pursued only certain 
niches: all-wheel-drive aficionados; 
tree-hugging progressives; parents 
concerned about safety. In their eyes, 
the Subaru brand is absolute magic.

And by expanding the company’s 
Indiana factory and circling back to 
nail certain nameplates, such as the 
impressive little 2017 Impreza model, 
Subaru still seems to have a lot of runway 
in this countryThe all-new 2018 Audi Q5 will add to the brand’s progressive reputation

T H E  O B S E R V E R  & E C C E N T R IC  M O R T G A G E  M O N IT O R

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 4 0 3.25 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 4 0 3.25 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 4.125 0 3.25 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 4.125 0 3.25 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 4.25 0 3.5 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 4.375 0 3.75 0

Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 4.25 0.125 3.625 ■
Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.5 0 3.75 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 4.375 0.25 3.625 0

Above Information available as of 12/22/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

©2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Career

new beginnings...

3GQ
Vice President of 

Design and Development
Opening fo r degreed & exp 'd  a p p li­
cants fo r  V ice  P res id en t o f Design 
and D eve lopm ent -  Com ponents in 

P lym o u th , M l;  Send resum e by 
m a il &  inc lu de  s a la ry  re q 'ts  to : 

K a th le en O 'C a llaghan 
H um an Resources 

H e llo  E le c tro n ics  C orpo ra tion  
43811 P lym o u th  Oaks B lvd . 

P lym o u th , M l 48170

D IR E C T  C A R E :
..50/hr. tra in e d ; m u t. ___ _______
va lid  M l d r iv e r 's  license; CLS/MORC 
tra in ed  pre fe rred . F u ll tim e  and pa rt 

t im e ; m any sh ifts ; support adu lts  
l iv in g  in  th e ir  ow n homes; m ake a 

d iffe re n ce ! 734-728-4201

S E S n K H S I
RN and/or LPN

For busy G astroentero logy 
P rac tice  O ffice  in F a rm in gton 
H ills . 2 yrs . m ed ica l o ffice  exp 

pre fe rred . Fax o r  em a il resume 
248-471-8904 /  in fo «so ga do cs .co m

REAL ESTATE SALES 
OPPORTUNITY

M ich ig a n 's  #1 R EALTO R .
E a rn  H igh C om m ission Incom e 
R ap id ly  Expand ing  Real E state 

M a rke t S ta rt E a rn ing  Com m issions 
R igh t A w ay.

•O w n Y o ur Own P ractice  
•B e Your Own Boss 

•W ork  Y o u r Schedule 
•Y o u  D ete rm in e Y o ur Income 

•Bonus Prog ram s 
•H e a lth /L ife /D is a b ility / R e tirem e n t 

•F u ll T im e  Support S taff 
P A T  R Y A N , R E A L T O R  

(734) 591-9200
P a tR ya n ® R e a lE s ta te O n e .co m

GLAZIER/GLASS INSTALLER
E xperienced only. 

C ontact C rysta l Glass 
New Hudson, M l 

248-685-9220
isolom on@ crysta lg lassinc.ne t

m Transportation

DRIVER-WRECKER
W eekend & N igh t S h ift ava ilab le . 
Experience & M echan ica l a b il ity  

p re fe rred . C all M o n -F ri, b tw n 9-5. 
(734) 591-0456 Or em a il resum e:

I i vtowl 976@hotma i I .com

N OVI H OM E - BR A N D  NEW
Spacious 4 b d rm , 2 ba th w /gourm et 
K itchen . A w a rd  w inn in g  South Lyon 
Schools, P riva te  ya rd , o f f road pa rk­
ing & m ore. P riced to  sell $64,900 

C all N ina today 248.349.3949

Plymouth
Ann Arbor/Sheldon Rd. 
Spacious 1 -2 bedroom 

Apartments

Pool, A/C, Carport 

2 Months 50% oil rent.P
‘With approved credit & income

Call 7 3 4 -4 5 5 -6 5 7 0
0-0000306625 ,

T u rn  y o u r  d u s t  

in to  d o l l a r s  b y  

p l a c i n g  a  

C L A SSIFIE D  a d !

Autos Wanted

$ 4 9 8 **  m oves you
Homes starting as low as $l,099/month!

3 & 4 Bedroom Homes Available!
Don't delay & call today! These homes are going fast!

Call Sun Homes today, (888) 685-0265 
Or apply on line at www.4northville.com

South Lyon Schools!
OFFICE HOURS: ^ ^

M-F 8a-5:30p • Sat 9a-Ip 
Offer expires 12/31/2016

_______**Some restrictions apply. EHO SUNHOMES

Childs
Lake

Estates

h :
for as 
low as

*599
FREE 
RENT
until February 2017*

R e n t a l s  starting at

*749for
3 bed, 2 bath homes. 

All A p p lia n c e s
including washer & dryer.
4377 Old Plank Road 

Milford

2 4 8 - 7 7 8 - 4 0 0 9
meritusmhc.com

’WAC. 15 month lease. Community /Js 
owned homes. Me: expires 1-31-17. «snr

G e t r e s u l t s .  

A d v e r tis e  in 

CLASSIFIEDS!

until February 2017*

R e n t a l s  starting at

*749 for
3 bed, 2 bath homes. 

All A p p lia n c e s
including washer& dryer.
4377 Old Plank Road 

Milford

2 4 8 - 7 7 8 - 4 0 0 9
meritusmhc.com

*WAC. 15 month lease. Community A  
Offer expires 1-31-17.

Find your new job HERE!

L o c a l  n e w s .

Y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  t o  fis h  f o r  i t . 
I t ’s r i g h t  h e r e , f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  

t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  y o u r  O b s e r v e r  &  
E c c e n t r i c  M e d ia  n e w s p a p e r s .

T o t a l l y  L o c a l  C o v e r a g e !

to  s u b s c r ib e ,  c a l l :  8 6 6 - 8 8 7 - 2 7 3 7

O bserver &  E ccentric  
........ • " ' ' ' . " • M E D I A

A I

http://www.rmcreport.com
mailto:isolomon@crystalglassinc.net
http://www.4northville.com

