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Westland discusses trash concerns
LeA nne Rogers

sta ff  W riter

Education and enforcem ent 
are  being suggested to address 
some service problem s with 
W estland’s trash  and recycling 
services along with addressing 
special item  pick-ups.

In an effo rt to help with 
financial issues related  to the 
program , the city is also look­
ing at a proposal to put ad­

vertisem ents on 
trash  cart lids as 
a  revenue 
source.

“T here are 
cu rren t prob­
lems, m any of 
those problem s 
existed for a 
long tim e and
not ju st when we sw itched to a 
new system  (in 2014),’’ said 
W estland Councilman Michael

Kehrer

Kehrer, who chaired the com­
m ittee. “The com m ittee was 
adam ant that all the problem s 
be included.”

Those problem s include:
» R esidents putting prohib­

ited m aterials like grass clip­
pings, concrete, wood and car­
peting into trash  carts;

» Trash carts  se t too close 
to the recycling carts or other 
item s like mail boxes on col­
lection day not leaving suffi­

cient room for the carts to be 
picked up — the ca rts  need to 
be a t least th ree  fee t ap art­
ment;

» Overfilling ca rts  so the 
lids won’t close — the lid has to 
be closed or the autom ated arm  
can’t  pick it up;

» Putting excess trash  that 
won’t  fit into the cart on the 
ground — the trash  drivers 
don’t pick up anything not 
placed in the cart.

» There is also an issue with 
trash  ca rts  being “borrow ed” 
and used a t a  d ifferent address 
than w here it was left for resi­
dents. The city had replaced 
the m issing ca rt but that leaves 
the o rig in ^  ca rt being used, in 
m ost cases by a  neighbor, who 
isn’t  paying the $60 annual 
charge for a second 96-gallon 
cart.

See TRASH, Page A2

Comforting angels
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D a w n  L a ffe r ty , 59, o f  G a r d e n  C ity  lo o k s  a t  b u r i a l  g o w n s  f o r  s t i l l b o r n  b a b ie s  a n d  i n f a n t s  w h o  d ie  s o o n  a f te r  

b i r t h  m a d e  f ro m  d o n a te d  w e d d in g  d r e s s e s  a t  A n g e l s  A b o v e  B a b y  G o w n s  in  G a r d e n  C ity . F o r  m o r e  o n  

A n g e ls  A b o v e , s e e  P a g e  A 5 .

H u n d r e d s  a t t e n d  a n n u a l  O & E  S p r i n g  E x p o
David Veselenak

Staff W rite r

G etting the new est informa- 
Jion, especially fo r seniors, 
t ^ s  a big them e at Tuesday’s 
O bserver and E ccentric  Senior 
Spring Expo a t Schoolcraft 
College in Livonia. That’s what 
drew  Plym outh Township resi­
dent Kathie Gornica to the 
event.

The 82-year-old ballroom 
dance instructor, who teaches 
m any seniors out of her home, 
jsaid she comes every year to 
the  event in Livonia to gather 
info and pass it along.

“I like to recom m end to my 
students who, a lot of them  are 
seniors, that are  going to have 
problem s,” she said. “I ’m giv­

ing them  brochures to look 
into it.”

Gornica was one of hun­
dreds who filled Schoolcraft 
College’s VisTaTech C enter on 
Tuesday m orning fo r the annu­
al event. A ttendees sought 
inform ation from  the many 
vendors in attendance, in­
cluding health  care  providers, 
esta te  planners and senior 
living facilities, among many 
others. Some sem inars held 
during the event saw standing- 
room-only crowds to hear 
some of the speakers.

One such provider was 
M ercy E lite Sports P erfo r­
m ance, a  Livonia-based sports 
medicine facility located at

See EXPO, Page A7

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER

Shirley Ziemba of Farmington Hills w ill enjoy her lunch from Leo's 
Coney Island in Coiiege Park, Livonia.
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LeA nne Rogers

sta ff  W riter

Ballot language asking 
Wayne voters to approve join­
ing a public safety  authority  
and levying 14 mills to pay for 
police and fire  services has 
been approved for the Aug. 2 
prim ary  ballot.

Wayne is seeking to join the 
South M acomb OaWand Re­
gional Authority, which has 
two existing m em ber com m u­
nities in Hazel Park  and East- 
pointe. Voters in those cities 
would have to approve ballot 
questions accepting Wayne as 
a member.

The 14-mill levy would run 
from  2016 through 2034 and is 
requ ired  to m atch the levy 
approved by cu rren t SMORSA 
m em bers. In Wayne, the 14 
mills would generate an esti­
m ated $4.9 million revenue the 
firs t year.

Following the recom m enda­
tion of Wayne’s Community 
Financial Task Force, the coun­
cil unanimously approved 
placing the question on the 
ballot. The city doesn’t  antici­
pate needing to revenues from  
the full 14 m ills and is expected 
to roll back the general oper­
ating as a p a r t i^  offset to the 
millage increase.

Councilman Chris Sanders 
questioned if  the rollback to 
offset the 14 mills was going to 
be considered by council soon.

“Yes. We’re  waiting fo r the 
budget. We can’t  give away 
w hat we don’t have yet,” May­
or Susan Rowe said. “This is 
ju s t the ballot language. The 
citizens com m ittee will initiate 
a  strong cam paign to make 
su re  all the accurate  inform a­
tion is out there .”

A fter losing nearly  half of 
its p roperty  values since 2008, 
Wayne saw a 7.6-percent in­
crease in residential property  
values in 2016 but a 9-percent 
drop in com m ercial p roperty  
values. As a result, the overall 
sta te  equalized valued fo r the 
city dropped from  $362 million 
in 2015 to $356,4 million in 2016.

Because the millage is lev­
ied a t $1 per $1,000 of the SEV, 
changes in SEV im pact how 
m uch revenue would be gener­
ated  by millage. As a result, it

See MILLAGE, Page A2
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H e l p  n e e d e d  t o  d e l i v e r  w a t e r  t o  F l i n t

LeA nne Rogers
sta ff  W riter

About 2,500 cases of 
water, along with 800 
gallon jugs, have been 
donated a t Westland City 
Hall for Flint residents.

Now volunteers are 
needed to come to Flint 
11 a.m, Saturday to help 
unload the w ater when it 
is delivered by UAW 
Local 900 from  Wayne 
and the W estland Area 
Jaycees. Volunteers can 
call the W estland City 
C lerk’s Office a t 734-467- 
3184 for m ore inform a­
tion.

“It unfortunately has 
to be unloaded by hand. 
We need about 50 or so 
people to help,” said 
W estland Councilman 
Bill Johnson, Local 900 
chairm an.

The Hands of Love 
City o f Refuge C enter in 
Flint, w hich is acting as a 
distribution center, con­
tacted  W estland M ayor 
William Wild about do­
nating the water.

“The center serves a

“When we heard Mayor Wild was looking for a 
place to deliver the water the city collected, we thought it would be a great fit.”
BILL JOHNSON

big poor neighborhood. I 
appreciate  the m ayor 
approving the donation,” 
said Johnson. “This will 
go out to the people who 
need it - not go into a 
w arehouse.”

Back in January, Wild 
asked residents of West- 
land to join him in col­
lecting w ater to donate to 
Flint residents as p art of 
the city’s Compassionate 
City Initiative.

“The response from  
the com m unity was tru ly  
hum bling,” said Wild. “In 
a short period of time, 
residen ts donated m ore 
than 2,500 cases and 800 
gallons of w ater a t West­

Water donated by Westland residents and businesses fo r Flint residents.

land City Hall.”"
These donations also 

cam e from  W estland 
employees, businesses, 
civic groups and reli­
gious organizations.

With such a successful 
collection, the question

arose as to how the city 
would get the w ater to 
Flint residents. The UAW 
and the Jaycees volun­
teered  to load and deliver 
the w ater to Hands of 
Love City of Refuge Cen­
te r  in Flint, w hich is ac t­

ing as a  distribution cen­
ter.

“Local 900 UAW has 
been working with Hands 
of Love City of Refuge 
C enter in Flint on our 
own collection effo rts,” 
Johnson said. “W hen we

heard M ayor Wild was 
looking fo r a place to 
deliver the w ater the city 
collected, we thought it 
would be a  g rea t fit.”

The Jaycees are  hap­
py to work alongside the 
city and UAW Local 900 
in the w ater collection 
and delivery, said Jim  
H art, W estland Area 
Jaycees chairm an.

“We hope to have sev­
eral chapters involved in 
this effo rt from  across 
the state , including the 
W estland A rea Jaycees 
and the Burton Area 
Chapter,” he said. “The 
Jaycees continue to stay 
com m itted to helping the 
citizens of Flint during 
this dom estic w ater c ri­
sis.

Wild thanked every­
one for their collection 
efforts, especially Local 
900 and the Jaycees.

lrogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver 
Download our free apps for 
iPhone, iPad o r Android!

W e s t l a n d  m a y o r  c h o s e n  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a t  H a r v a r d
W estland M ayor Wil­

liam  Wild has been cho­
sen as one of the  South­
eas t M ichigan Council 
of G overnm ents Taub- 
m an Fellows fo r 2016.

SEMCOG’s Taubm an 
Fellow ship fo r E xec­
u tive E xcellence p ro­
vides local public offi­
cials who have reco rd  of 
dem onstra ted  lead er­
ship an opportunity  to 
broaden  th e ir  aw are­

ness of 
e ffec tive  
app roach ­
es to pub­
lic-sector 
problem s.
The fel­
lowship 
takes 
place at
the  H arv ard  U niversity  
B usiness School.

“This p rogram  is a 
once-in-a-lifetim e oppor­

Wlld
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tun ity  fo r local govern­
m ent leaders to broaden 
th e ir  p ersp ec tiv es by 
in te rac tin g  w ith col­
leagues from  around the 
w orld,” said R obert 
Taubm an, chairm an, 
CEO and p resid en t of 
Taubm an C enters Inc. 
“The experience  tru ly  
enhances the  w ay public 
offic ials se rv e  the  re s i­
dents of Southeast 
M ichigan.”

Wild is c u rre n tly  
se rv ing  his th ird  term  
as full-tim e m ayor of 
W estland, M ichigan’s 
10th la rg es t city. He 
oversees th e  city 's $60 
m illion opera ting  bud­
get and its  app rox im ate­
ly 300 em ployees. The 
c ity  has had seven con­
secu tive balanced  bud­
gets w ith a  10 p ercen t 
surplus.

D uring  th is term .

Wild said he will con­
tinue  to focus on 
stren g th en in g  W est­
land ’s core prio rities: 
pub lic  safety, clean 
neighborhoods, finding 
e ffic ienc ies in govern­
m ent, exerc is in g  sound 
fisca l m anagem ent, 
p ro tec tin g  the  env iron­
m ent and c rea tin g  a 
hea lth ie r and m ore v i­
b ra n t com m unity.

“My hope is to fu r ­

th e r  develop my lead e r­
ship and problem -solv­
ing skills ,” said Wild 
about th e  fellow ship. “It 
is m y hope th a t th is 
experience  will also 
help m e gain im portan t 
insigh ts from  policy 
ex p erts  and scho lars on 
a  m ultitude of chal­
lenges and key issues 
th a t w ill help me b e tte r  
se rv e  the  residen ts of 
W estland.”

MILUGE
Continued from Page A1

would also im pact how 
the am ount of a  millage 
roll back could be ap­
proved to offset the  14- 
mills, if approved.

Joining a public safety 
authority  like SMORSA 
is being viewed as a way

the city, which has a 
m ore than $2 million 
deficit fo r the curren t 
and is expected to run  
out of money early  in the 
2017-18 fiscal year, can 
generate revenue to off­
set its financial prob­
lems. The general fund 
millage is capped.

It is stric tly  a funding 
method in which the full 
am ount levied is re ­

turned to the  individual 
com m unities. T here is no 
operational m erging of 
the police and fire  de­
partm ents — none of the 
com m unities a re  contig­
uous.

A citizens com m ittee 
has been organized to get 
inform ation about the 
SMORSA proposal be­
fore voters. Rowe said 
th ere  will be coffees.

town hall m eetings and 
o ther presentations in 
advance of the prim ary  
election.

The com m ittee recen t­
ly m et with a  consultant 
paid through a  donation 
by the Wayne-Westland 
F irefigh ters union.

lrogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

TRASH
Continued from Page At

The com m ittee also 
found issues with the 
special pickup for large 
item s — a serv ice now 
provided on a  charge 
basis. Those issues in­
cluded m ore item s left 
out than w ere called in 
and paid for, carpet not 
cut to requested  sizes for 
collection.

“The neighbors see 
item s out (for a  sched­
uled collection) and feel 
it is a pickup day. They 
put item s out without 
caUing or paying,” Kehr- 
e r  said.

Issues w ere also re­
ported at the recycling 
yard  located the D epart­
m ent of Public Services 
on M arquette. Item s not 
accepted for recycling 
w ere being dum ped at 
the site.

“The em ployees feel 
tha t there  are  non-West- 
land residents and busi­

nesses using it,” K ehrer 
said. “Like there will be 
two televisions in the 
m orning and la te r there 
are  15 televisions. They 
think someone is dump­
ing.”

Education program s 
such as how to use the 
recycling cart to be held 
a t local schools and direct 
m ailers on the trash/ 
recycling program  were 
recom m ended.

“People forget or 
move,” K ehrer said.

There was also a rec­
om m endation that red 
tag violation notices be 
placed on carts.

“We need to establish a 
list of the addresses of 
homes with m ore than 
one brown trash  bin,” 
K ehrer said. “Several 
businesses had th ree or 
four trash  containers. I 
did a random  check of 
five businesses. Three 
w ere paying, one was iffy 
and one wasn’t paying for 
th ree bins.”

Another recom m enda­
tion was to look a t city

ordinances to make sure 
there  was language to 
enable the ordinance 
enforcem ent sta ff to deal 
with repeat offenders.

There a re  financial 
considerations when it 
comes to special pickups. 
The curren tly  received 
$45,000 in revenue by 
charging fo r special pick­
ups, K ehrer said, with a 
$300,000 price tag retu rn  
to the old free  system .

Even without changes 
in the special pickup 
program , the city is pro­
jecting  the sanitation 
program  will be nearly 
$34,000 short a t the end 
of the fiscal year. Addi­
tionally, the city pur­
chased seven garbage 
trucks in 2014 using a 
combination of bonds and 
a loan from  the Capital 
Im provem ent P rojects 
fund.

“We had hoped to have 
paid $1.7 million back to 
the CIP by the tim e we 
needed to buy new trucks 
in 2019-20,” Budget Di­
rec to r D ebra Peck said.
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9 2 8 ,  D e t r o i t ,  M I  4 8 2 2 6 .

T h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k  i s  t o  b e  d o n e  m a y  b e  d o w n l o a d e d  f r o m  t h e  M i c h i g a n  I n t e r - G o v e r n m e n t a l  T r a d e .  

N e t w o r k  ( b i d n e t . c o m )  o r  o b t a i n e d  v i a  e m a i l  f o r m  a t  S t u d i o  D e t r o i t  L L C ,  2 2 0  B a g l e y  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  9 2 8 ,  D e t r o i t ,  M I  4 8 2 2 $ , -  
o n  o r  a f t e r  M arch 30, 2016.

E a c h  p r o p o s a l  m u s t  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  C e r t i f i e d  C h e c k  o r  B i d  B o n d  b y  a  r e c o g n i z e d  S u r e t y  C o m p a n y  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 ,  p a y a b l e  t o  C h a r t e r  T o w n s h i p  o f  R e d f o r d  a s  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  C o n t r a c t .  N o  b i d d e r  m a y  w i t h d r a w ’ 

h i s  p r o p o s a l  b e t w e e n  t h e  d a t e  s e t  f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  t h e r e o f  a n d  t h e  d a t e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  c o n t r a c t  i s  a w a r d e d ,  o r  9 0  d a y s ,  
m i n i m u m .  '♦

T h e  r i g h t  t o  r e j e c t  a n y  o r  a l l  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  w a i v e  d e f e c t s  i n  p r o p o s a l s  w i l l  b e  r e s e r v e d  b y  t h e  O w n e r .  A H l  

i n c o m p l e t e  p r o p o s a l s  w i l l  b e  r e j e c t e d .

To be advertised on Michigan Inter-Governmental Trade Network (bidnet.com) and in the Redford Observer Newspaper. ■,

G arth J. Christie, C lerk  . ’

C harter Township o f  Redford  
15145 Beech D aly  
Redford, M I 48239-3299 
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“We take the sanitation 
costs off the top (of reve­
nues) and w hatever is ; 
le ft pays the CIP.” )- 

So far, ju st over 
$134,000 is being budgeit- 
ed to be repaid in 2015-lh. 
Commodity prices are  • 
down making it cost mofe 
for recycling but still less 
than landfill tipping f e ^ .

“The issue on the con­
sum er side of it is the 
charge for a special pick 
up,” Peck said. “The big­
ger issue overall is a L 
budget issue and the 2 
sustainability factor.” v 

Council agreed to look 
a t the advertising idea ( 
which would generate an 
expected $450,000. The! 
lids on the to te r trash  !• 
carts would be replaced 
with lids that would allow 
ads to be attached and •; 
changed periodically. . •

lrogers@hometownlife.com • 
734-883-9039 ■'
Twitter: @LRogersObserver 
Download our free apps fo r  •' 
iPhone, iPad o r Android! •

mailto:lrogers@hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
mailto:ewright@hometownlife.com
mailto:custserv@hometownlife.com
mailto:oeads@hometownlife.com
mailto:lwalker@michigan.com
http://www.CitvofWestland.com
mailto:lrogers@hometownlife.com
mailto:lrogers@hometownlife.com


hom etownlife.com LOCAL NEWS 0  & E M e d ia  [ T h u r s d a y ,  A p ri l 7 ,  2 0 1 6  ( W G R L )  A 3

Kids carnival

St. M ichael Catholic 
School hosts a special 
Kids Carnival on 
Wednesday, April 13, 
from  5-7 p.m., featuring  
free  hot dogs, popcorn, 
ice cream , face painting, 
c ra fts  and carnival 
gam es for fam ilies of 
students entering the 
Junior 4’s Program , Kin­
dergarten , and firs t 
grade in Septem ber or 
those ju st in terested  in 
finding out m ore about 
the school’s program s.

The carnival is a great 
opportunity for fam ilies 
to m eet other school 
families, chat with staff 
m em bers, learn  more 
about before and afte r­
school care, and ju st 
enjoy tim e with their 
family.

For more information, 
call the school a t 734^21- 
7360, Ext. 225, or email 
schoolOlivoniastmi- 
chael.org. St. M ichael’s is 
located at 11311 H ubbard 
Road, ju st south of Ply­
mouth Road in Livonia.

Champions of 
Wayne

The Champions of 
Wayne M emorial pro­
gram  is hosting a 5K 
runlwalk on Friday, May 
6, a t Wayne M emorial 
High School, 3001 Fourth 
St., Wayne.

Registration s ta rts  at 
4:30 p.m. and the race 
begins a t 6 p.m. Cost is 
$20 and includes a T- 
shirt. Registration can be 
com pleted at https:// 
payableform.app- 
spot.com/forms/pdjnO

The Champions of 
Wayne program  is an 
educational incentive 
program  that includes 
m entoring, setting aca­
dem ic goals and financial 
rew ards. The Champions 
p rogram  creates an op­
portunity  for WMHS 
students to earn  a $200 
aw ard  if they reach a 
customized academ ic 
goal.

For m ore inform ation 
on the Champions pro­
gram  or 5K event, con­
tact Sean Galvin at Gal- 
vins@wwcsd.net.

Voters meeting

The League of Women 
Voters of NW Wayne 
County is hosting a m eet­
ing on Money In Politics 
a t 7 p.m. Monday, April 
11, a t the Livonia Civic 
C enter L ib ra ry (32777 
Five Mile Road). Fea­
tu red  speakers will be 
Craig Mauger, Executive 
D irector of Michigan 
Campaign Finance N et­
work, and Wayne County 
Commissioner and for­
m er State Sen. Glenn 
Anderson. The public is 
invited to attend.

M auger will talk about 
the millions of dollars 
th a t have already been 
poured into super PACs 
in support or opposition 
of 2016 presidential can­
didates. Who are  these 
donors and what do they 
expect if their candidate 
is elected? Commissioner 
Anderson will discuss the 
high cost of running a 
cam paign even at the 
sta te  level.

The League of Women 
Voters is a non-partisan 
organization whose pur­
pose is to prom ote politi­
cal responsibility 
through inform ed and 
active participation of 
citizens in government. It 
never supports or op­
poses any candidate or 
political party.

Women's retreat
Christ Our Savior 

Lutheran Women of the 
Word hosts the annual 
Spring Women’s R etreat 
on Saturday, April 16 (8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.). Author 
K aren Hossink will be 
the guest speaker. The 
subject of her talk is 
entitled "What are  you 
waiting for?” R egistra­
tion fee is $25 includes 
continental b reakfast and 
box lunch. R egistration 
deadline is April 10. An 
in-gathering of bath-size 
towels (dark color) will 
be received to benefit 
Lutheran World Relief.

Contact the church 
office with questions at 
lindah@ christoursa- 
vior.org or 734-522-6380. 
The church is located at 
14175 Farm ington Road,

COM M UNITY EVENTS

W i s h  y o u  w e r e  h e r e

SUBM ITTED

John and Jacqueline Buford of Westland made the trek to 
Lakeland, Fla., to  see the Detroit Tigers in spring training. And, 
o f course, they took their Westland Observer w ith  them.

Livonia, MI 48188 (just 
north of 1-96).

Plawecki hours
State Rep. Ju lie Pla­

wecki, D-Dearborn 
H eights, will host her 
April coffee hours Mon­
day, April 11, and April 
18. Plawecki invites resi­
dents to join her to dis­
cuss their thoughts and 
ideas about how she can 
best rep resen t and ad­
dress the needs of her 
constituents.

Coffee hours in April 
will take place Monday, 
April 11:

» Maplewood Center, 
31735 Maplewood St. in 
G arden City, from  10:30- 
11:30 a.m. w ith sta te  Sen. 
David Knezek and Wayne 
County Commissioner 
Glenn Anderson.

» Inkster Public Li­
brary, 2005 Inkster Road 
in Inkster, from  noon-1

p.m. with Knezek and 
Anderson

For those who don’t 
like speaking in group 
settings, have a sensitive 
issue to discuss or can’t 
m ake the coffee hours, 
Plawecki encourages 
residents to call her of­
fice toll-free a t 844-347- 
8011 or em ail her a t ju- 
liepla-
wecki@house.mi.gov. 

Identity theft 
workshop

Clarenceville United 
M ethodist Church hosts 
the workshop, “IDENTI­
TY THEFT: What You 
Need to Know,” 10-11:30 
a.m., Saturday, April 23.

The workshop, p re ­
sented by Thrivent Fi­
nancial, will show partic i­
pants how identity theft 
can occur; how you can 
take steps to preven t it; 
and w hat to do if it hap­

pens to you. This free 
workshop will be held at 
Clarenceville United 
M ethodist Church, 20300 
Middle Belt, in Livonia 
(between Seven Mile and 
ISight Mile). A continen­
tal b reak fast will be pro­
vided. RSVP by April 20 
at 248-474-3444 or clar- 
enceville-
church@ gmail.com.

Genealogy meeting
W estern Wayne Coun­

ty Genealogical Society 
m eets Monday, April 28, 
a t the Livonia Senior 
Center, 15218 Farm ington 
Road in Livonia. Please 
note the new format: 5:30 
p.m., b ring  your dinner, 6 
p.m., Q & A and an­
nouncem ents, and 7 p.m., 
Kris Rzepcznski will be 
presenting  records and 
services available a t the 
State of Michigan Ar­
chives.

H e is curren tly  a Sen­
ior A rchivist at the Ar­
chives of Michigan. He 
previously worked at the 
L ibrary of Michigan as 
the Michigan Genealogy 
Coordinator. He holds a 
M aster of A rts in H istory 
from  W estern Michigan 
U niversity  and a Bache­
lor of A rts in Histoi’y 
from  the U niversity of 
Michigan.

M eetings are  open to 
the public. Guests are 
alw ays welcome. For 
m ore information, visit 
www.wwcgs.org.

Wildflower folklore
The Nankin Mills 

In terpre tive  Center hosts 
“WUdflower Folklore of 
Holliday N ature P re­
serve,” 1-2:30 p.m. Sat­
urday, April 9. L earn to 
recognize native wild- 
flowers and discover 
the ir fascinating folk 
history. Find out how 
people used them  for 
healing, culinary and 
other purposes in the 
past. Call 734-261-1990 to 
pre-register. Fee is $3 per 
person (add $1 for out-of- 
county residence). Ages 
12 and up.

Career fair
Some 50 em ployers 

will be on hand for Ma­

donna U niversity’s 2016 
C areer Fair, 3-5 p.m. 
Thursday, Aprii 7. The 
fa ir  is open to all stu­
dents, alumni and the 
public.

From  health care, 
hospitality, transporta­
tion and hum an services 
companies, to law firms, 
governm ent agencies, 
financial and general 
businesses, find a list of 
all participating employ­
ers and reg ister to attend 
the career fair at 
www.madonna.edu/ca- 
ree rse rv ices , or call 
734-432-5623, during 
business hours. D ress for 
success and bring  a sup­
ply of resum es.

Mom2Mom sales
» The G arden City 

High School Mom2Mom 
Sale takes place 9 a.m, to 
2 p.m. Saturday, April 23, 
a t the high school located 
a t 6500 Middlebelt. Sell­
e rs  and shoppers will get 
good deals on new and 
gently used baby and 
kids’ clothes as well as 
toys, games, D’VDs, 
books, strollers, bikes, 
swings, bouncers, etc.

There will be more 
than 85 tables to shop 
from , a large item area, 
concessions and a bake 
sale. Admission is $1 ($2 
fo r early  bird at 8:30 
a.m.). Tables are  $25 for 
an 8-foot table/chair in­
cluding standard  rack 
space (you provide rack).

For m ore inform ation 
including the table agree­
m ent, go to wvvw.face- 
book.com/gcmom2mom- 
sale or send an em ail to 
gcmom2momsale@hot- 
mail.com .

» St. Edith/St. Colette 
hosts a Mom2Mom sale 
8:30 a.m. to noon Sat­
urday, April 9, featuring 
74 tables of g rea t deals 
on gently used m aternity, 
baby and children's 
items.

St. Edith Church is 
located at 15089 New­
burgh in Livonia. Admis­
sion is $2 from  8:30-9 
a.m,; $1 from  9 a.m. to 
noon.

For m ore information, 
email m2msale@stec- 
m ops.org.

I .

T h i n k i n g  a b o u t  m  / r a n s i t io n s
I l f  REMODELING

R e m o d e l i n g

y o u r  K i t c h e n ?

J o in  u s  fo r  a  F un  In fo rm a tiv e  K itch en  P la n n in g  W o rk sh o p  

S a tu r d a y ,  A pril 2 3 rd  f ro m  1 1 :0 0  - 1  ;0 0

A t o u r b e a u tifu l K itche n  a nd  B a th  D esign  C e n te r 

2 7 2 6 0  H ag g e rty  R d., S u ite  A 1 , F a rm in g to n  H ills  M l 48331

Y O U  W I L L  R E C E I V E

I Tips on how to avoid 
planning pitfalls

I Build your kitchen 
investment budget

I Meet and work with 
our Award Winning
designers in a “no 
pressure” atmosphere

I Learn about our 
Diamond Warranty 
so you are never left 
stranded

I Special promotional 
pricing for this event!

2 0 1 5

Call now to reserve your spot!

2 4 8 - 2 6 0 - 2 4 6 8  o r  v i s i t

T r a n s i t i o n s R e m o d e l i n g . c o m

H B A i
HOME BUaOERS ASSOCIAnOH 
OF SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN
Remodeler
o f  t h e  Y ear

_________________ J e w e l e r s  ^ ___________

PROUDLY SERVING LIVONIA SINCE 1986

A L ice n se d  Buyer

33300 West Six Mile R oad  • Livonia
At the Corner of Six Mile & Farmingfon

734.525.4555
Mon.-Wed. & Fri. 10-6 ; Thurs. 10-8 Sat. 10-5

t
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P o r t a b l e  s p a c e  h e a t e r s  n e e d  s p a c e

A f ire  b roke  out in th e
ea rly  m orn ing  hours on 
M arch  7 o f th is  y e a r  in 

A tlanta. B y th e  tim e  f ire ­
fig h te rs  a rriv ed , th e  f ire  had 
a lread y  sp read  th ro u g h  the  
ro o f and th roughou t the  
building, h indering  f ire f ig h t­
e rs  in th e ir  e f fo r ts  to re scu e  
o ccupan ts o f th e  house. By 
th e  tim e  th e  f ire  w as u n d er 
con tro l and  th e  house could 
be  search ed , th e  bodies o f six 
people w ere  found inside.

N eighbors w ere  in te r­
v iew ed  about the  fire , and 
th ey  sa id  th a t the  hom eow ner 
re g u la rly  kep t se v e ra l space 
h e a te rs  ru n n in g  in th e  hom e 
constan tly  as th e  only known 
so u rce  o f h ea t in th e  w in ter 
m onths. T he f ire  w as so in ­
ten se  and  had such  a head 
s ta r t  th a t it had  bu rn ed  into 
th e  a ttic  space  and  collapsed

ShaddWhitehead
G U E S T  C O L U M N IS T

in onto itse lf. F ive of th e  f ire  
v ic tim s w ere  found in the  
r e a r  of th e  hom e and  one w as 
found in a fro n t bedroom .

T his is ju s t  one exam ple  of 
how a f ire  s ta rtin g  fro m  w hat 
som e con sid er a  m inor issue  
can tu rn  in to  a  m ajo r prob lem  
w hen it com es to fire . L eft 
unchecked , th e  f ire  can  buUd 
in in ten sity  v e ry  rapid ly , and 
w ith even  a norm al am ount of 
fu rn ish ings in a  hom e, it 
quickly  adds to  the  f i r e ’s 
grow th. Who would ev e r  
th ink  a  few  space  h e a te rs  can 
s ta r t  a f ire  th a t k ills six  and  
com pletely  d es tro y s a  house?

W hile space  h e a te rs  a re  
only a  s m ^ l  p e rcen tag e  of 
hom e h ea tin g  fire s  a t 32 p e r ­
cen t, th ey  a re  involved in 79 
p e rc e n t of hom e h eating  f ire  
deaths, acco rd in g  to th e  N a­
tional F ire  P ro tec tio n  A ssoci­
a tion  (NFPA). H ea tin g  equ ip­
m en t con tinues to b e  th e  se c­
ond lead ing  cause  of hom e 
f ire s  beh ind  cooking, and  th e  
second  lead ing  cau se  of hom e 
f ire  d eaths beh ind  sm oking.

Som e th in k  th a t space 
h e a te rs  can  faU, re su ltin g  in 
e lec tr ica l sp a rk s  th a t can  
s ta r t  a  fire . W hile th a t can  
happen , ov er h a lf  o f fatal 
hom e space  h e a te r  f ire s  w ere  
th e  re su lt  o f th e  h e a te r  being  
p laced  too close to norm al 
com bustib le  m a te ria l in th e  
hom e.

Som e th in g s you can  do to 
b e  sa fe r  w ith  space  h ea te rs

include keep ing  any  com bus­
tib le  m a te ria l a t  lea s t th re e  
fee t aw ay from  th e  space 
h e a te r  w hen i t ’s tu rn e d  on. 
S uperv ise  th e  u se  of these 
h e a te rs  by  hav ing  a  respon­
sib le and  aw ake ad u lt in the  
room  w hen one is tu rn ed  on. 
C hild ren  o ften  d rop  item s 
close to th e  h ea te rs , o r pe ts 
have  been  know n to  knock 
th em  over, ign iting  th e  floor­
ing, fu rn itu re  o r cu rta in s. 
M any n ew er space  h ea te rs  
have  a  “tip  o v e r” sw itch, so if 
th ey  a re  acciden ta lly  tipped  
ov er w hile th ey  a re  on, they  
w ill au tom atica lly  shut off.
All space  h e a te rs  should b ea r  
th e  label of a  recognized  te s t­
ing laborato ry , such  as U n d er­
w rite rs  L abora to ries.

H e a te rs  should b e  tu rn ed  
o ff w hen you leave  the  room  
or go to bed, and th ey  should

only be p lugged  in to e le c tr i­
cal ou tle ts o r pow er s tr ip s  
w ith  su rg e  p ro tection . Avoid 
using  e lec tr ica l ex tension  
co rd s to  pow er any th in g  in 
y our hom e ex cep t fo r  very  
tem p o ra ry  use. In sp ec t the  
co rd s fo r any  c rac lan g , f ra y ­
ing o r  loose connections a t 
th e  beg inn ing  of th e  heating  
season. And as a  rem inder, a 
w orking sm oke a la rm  is c r iti­
cal in a le r tin g  occupan ts o f a 
fire , allow ing th em  tim e  to 
quickly  ex it b e fo re  being  
overcom e by its  deadly  
sm oke.

M ost o f th e  tip s  h e re  m ay 
be  consid ered  com m on sense  
w hen it com es to space  h ea te r  
f ire  safety . H opefully, it can 
be  helpful.

Shadd Whitehead is the fire chief fo r 
the C ityo f Livonia Fire Department.

GARDEN CITY POLICE REPORTS
Larceny

A resident of the G arden 
T errace A partm ents, 29500 
Beechwood, told police April 1 
that she had gotten up early 
fo r work and went to fill her 
ca r with gas, then retu rned  
home. When she went to work 
about 90 m inutes hours later, 
she said her car was making a 
loud noise.

Looking under the car, the 
woman said she noticed p art of 
her exhaust system  was m iss­
ing. She brought the car to the 
police departm ent and the 
officer found the catalytic

converter had been cut out. 

Vandalism
On April 4, a resident in the 

29000 block of Rosslyn that 
overnight someone had 
slashed all four tires on his 
vehicle. The tire s  w ere valued 
at $200.

Larceny
A lawn sprinkler control 

system  and piping, valued at 
$500, w ere reported  stolen 
April 1 from  a home in the 
30000 block of Pardo. The resi­
dent told police that he went 
out to the yard  to pick up a flag

that had fallen over and found 
the piping to the module had 
been cut at both ends. He said 
he last saw the module intact 
when he was taking down 
C hristm as lighting in January.

Disorderly conduct
Police w ere called to the 

31000 block of M arquette ju st 
a f te r  7 p.m. April 4 about a 
m an walking around a house 
talking to himself. The caller 
said eventually, the man 
kicked the front door and went 
into the house.

The man, who is the home- 
owner, told police everything

was fine. Police w ere called a 
second tim e about a man yell­
ing a t a neighbor. The resident 
also called police to report a 
neighbor threatening him. He 
was told to stay inside his 
home.

When police arrived, the 
resident was walking in front 
of his home with an open can 
of beer and yelling a t a group 
of people w est of his home. 
The officer noted no one in the 
group was yelling at the resi­
dent and they all seem ed to be 
calm.

One of the neighbors told 
police that the resident was

yelling a t him because the 
residen t thought he was the 
one who had called police. A 
second neighbor told police 
she was inside her home and 
could hear the resident outside 
yelling obscenities. O thers told 
police the resident constantly 
m akes problem s in the neigh­
borhood.

The resident was arre sted  
and cited as a d isorderly  p er­
son. H e was given a B reatha­
lyzer test, which reportedly 
cam e back a t .19. He was held 
until sober.

LeAnne Rogers

W ESTLAND POLICE REPORTS
Larceny from a vehicle

A resident in the 28000 
block of Pow ers told police 
M arch 27 that he heard his car 
alarm  going off about 11 p.m. 
H e said that he and another 
residen t looked out to see the 
light was on in his vehicle.

Checking, the second resi­
dent said she realized her vehi­
cle had been searched. She 
reported  $2-3 in change m iss­

ing from  the console.
The m an’s vehicle door 

was slightly open but hadn’t 
been searched.

Vandalism
The rea r  doorwall a t a 

home in the 35000 block of 
Sheffield was reported  
sm ashed M arch 28. The 
owner told police she found 
the dam age a fte r  re turning 
from  a weekend trip.

WAYNE POLICE REPORTS
Larceny

Police w ere called to Me­
chanical R esources Inc., 4401 
F le tcher M arch 29 a fte r  two 
open bed tra ile rs  w ere rep o rt­
ed stolen. The tra ile rs  w ere 
last seen the previous night 
inside a fenced and locked 
a rea  owned by a separa te  
company. Main S tree t Con­
tractor, 35915 Clinton.

W hen the em ployee re ­

tu rned  the m orning of M arch 
29, he said the gate was open 
and the tra ile rs  w ere missing.

Attempted vehicle theft
A residen t in the 4500 block 

of S. H ubbard told police just 
before 2;30 a.m. M arch 31 that 
someone had tried  to steal her 
2005 Chevrolet Malibu which 
had been parked in the stree t 
unlocked.

The wom an’s husband said

he had heard someone try ing  
to s ta rt the ca r - he recognized 
the sound due to a  m echanical 
problem . H e said he looked 
outside to see two men near 
the vehicle.

The two m en ran  south on 
H ubbard. The car ow ner told 
police that nothing was dam ­
age or m issing from  the vehi­
cle.

L I V O N I A
P I B M C  S C H O O L S

N o w

E n r o l l i n g :  

L P S  M a g n e t  

P r o g r a m s

Elementary Gifted & Talented
Livonia Pubiic Schoois Alternative Classrooms for Academically 
Talented (ACAT) will accept Out-of-District (four-county area) 
elementary students between April 22 - May 6.

This specialized elementary program offers a rigorous, enriched 
curriculum in a nurturing setting at Webster Elementary School. 
For more information and application, visit livoniapublicschools.org 
click on Programs; call Webster at (734) 744-2795 or email ACAT 
coordinator David Zyczynski at dzyczyns@livoniapublicschools.org.

International 
Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program
Accepting applications from 
Wayne County residents April 1 
- April 29.
Prestigious 2-year college prep 
program for junior and senior 
years of high school. IB students 
are encouraged to attend 
Franklin High School starting in

t
9th grade.
To register, visit Franklin High 
School, 31000 Joy Rd., Livonia, 
during business hours. All 
candidates must meet IBDP 
selection criteria.

Visit livoniapublicschools.org 
click on Programs for more 
information. Email IB coordinator 
Ms. Sunshine Weber at 
sweber4@livoniapublicschools. 
org or call (734) 744-2655 ext. 
47135.

N i j i - I r o  

E l e m e n t a r y

J ip iii—  IfnmcMem Schoot

Niji-Iro Japanese
Immersion
Elementary

Now accepting applications 
from students from Wayne, 
Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw 

and Monroe counties for 2016- 
2017! Applications accepted

April 20-May 19, 2016 
This unique K-5 program 
provides students the 
opportunity to be immersed in a 
second language, while learning 
from fellow students; half-day 
English instruction, half-day 
Japanese.

Students entering grades 2-5 
must meet Japanese proficiency 
standards.
Contact Niji-Iro at (734) 744- 
2785 for more information, or 
visit livoniapublicschools.org 
click on Programs. I
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When babies die, Angels 
Above swoops in with comfort

I

K ris te n  Jordan Sham us
M ichigan .com

Cheryl H arm er’s son 
lived 102 days.

Although the death of 
the baby she nam ed Da­
vid Andrew H arm er 
cam e 30 years ago, the 
m em ory is still fresh  in 
her mind.

“I knew I was going 
crazy. That was a given,” 
said H arm er, 56, of White 
Lake. “I w anted to know 
how to get out of it.”

She found help 
through Compassionate 
Friends, a support group 
for paren ts who’ve lost a 
child.

Now, H arm er sews in 
honor of the son she lost 
all those years ago with a 
group of women dedicat­
ed to easing the pain of 
stillbirth  and infant death 
by making care packages 
for grieving fam ilies out 
of donated wedding and 
bridesm aids gowns.

Angels Above Baby 
Gowns, the nonprofit 
organization sta rted  two 
years ago by G arden City 
resident Dawn Lafferty, 
has m ade m ore than
10,000 care  packages, 
each of which includes 
an ornate burial gown, a 
blanket, a bonnet, a 
bracelet, an angel orna­
m ent and more.

“I sew in m em ory of 
my son,” said Harm er. 
“The night we left the 
hospital af te r  he died, 
they gave me his blanket. 
I have pictures, but noth­
ing like this. I know I 
went shopping for some­
thing to bury  him in, but 
I have no idea w hat it 
was. 1 was in such a fog, I 
ju st did what people told 
me to do. It would have 
been nice to have this 
package.”

Angels Above has 
delivered the tiny satin 
and sUk works of art, 
each unique, to m ore 
than 50 hospitals in Mich­
igan, and has expanded, 
now including chapters 
in several o ther states. 
Each hospital gets 
enough gowns to supply 
it for a full year, so care 
packages a re  at the 
ready w henever a fam ily 
should need one.

Though it’s rare ly  
discussed, stillbirths and 
infant deaths are  all too 
common. The infant 
m ortality  rate  — the rate  
at which babies die be­
fore their firs t birthday 
— in Michigan is nearly  7 
per 1,000 live births, 
according to the state 
D epartm ent of H ealth 
and H um an Services. 
Michigan ranks eighth 
w orst in the country for 
infant m ortality. And the 
M arch of Dimes reports 
that 23,600 babies are  
stillborn annually in the 
U.S., affecting  about 1 in 
160 pregnancies.

Although Lafferty, 59, 
never had children of her 
own and never suffered  
through the loss of a 
baby, she feels em pathy 
for those who have.

The idea for Angels 
Above cam e to her after 
reading a news story 
about a woman in Wash­
ington whose baby had 
died; she was handed the 
infant’s body w rapped in 
a washcloth.

L afferty  knew she 
could do b e tte r than that. 
She’d sta rted  her own 
sewing business at the 
age of 12, made m any of 
h er own clothes growing 
up, and sews costumes 
for th ea te r groups on the 
side.

“I posted on Facebook, 
T m  thinking of starting  a 
nonprofit group’ ... and 
my friends instantly  said, 
T m  in,’ “ L afferty  said. 
“They brought th e ir m a­
chines over and we w ere 
up and running. It was 
two years ago in May.”

Busy hands
W ednesday nights and 

Thursday afternoons at 
L afferty ’s house are  
busy. T hat’s when women 
come from  all over 
southeastern  Michigan to 
snip and stitch  in the 
basem ent of her ranch- 
style house.

On an evening in mid- 
M arch, th ree  women sat

HOW TO HELP
Even if you don't know how 
to  sew, Angels Above Baby 
Gowns is always in need of 
volunteers. To join the group 
or learn more, go to  its Face- 
book page at www.face- 
book.com/groups/AngelBaby- 
GownsGardenCityMIArea/ or 
call Dawn Lafferty at 734-421- 
2322 between 10 a.m. and 8 
p.m. You can also e-mail 
Lafferty at angelsabovebaby- 
gownsml0gmail.com.
To donate a wedding gown, 
prom dress, bridesmaid dress 
or other formal gown to  
Angels Above Baby Gowns, 
you can drop it o ff at the 
Westland Friendship Center, 
1119 N. Newburgh Road in 
Westland. Other donation 
sites are spread all over the 
state —  including sites from 
Battle Creek to  Bloomfield 
Hills, Lansing to  Livonia. To 
learn more about donation 
sites, contact Lafferty 
through the Facebook page. 
The organization is also 
quickly outgrowing its space. 
If you have a building space 
or would like to  be a bene­
factor to  the organization in 
some other way, Lafferty 
welcomes help.

ANGELS ABOVE 
PROM DRESS 
DRIVE
From 10 a.m. to  3 p.m. April 9 
at Garden City High School, 
6500 Middlebelt Road. An­
gels Above Baby Gowns is 
hosting a prom dress drive. 
Anyone can get a dress free, 
but the organization asks for 
$10 to  cover the cost o f clean­
ing. Any remaining proceeds 
go toward the expenses of 
the group.

GRIEF SUPPORT
If you or someone you know 
needs help coping w ith  the 
loss of a baby through infer­
tility, miscarriage, stillbirth or 
newborn death, the CCUDL 
Support Group at Henry Ford 
can help. For details, go to 
www.henryford.com/ 
body.cfm?id=56779, cal! 
248-325-0424 or e-mail 
ccudl0hfhs.org. 
Compassionate Friends offers 
support to  people suffering 
the loss of a child. There are 
chapters all over the state. To 
find one, or learn more, go to  
www.com passionatefriend- 
s.org or call 877-969-0010.

side-by-side in chairs, 
using seam  rippers and 
tiny scissors to carefully  
dism antle wedding 
gowns, rem oving the 
lace, the beads, and the 
appliques. Two others 
stood across the room  at 
a table, inspecting donat­
ed gowns and deciding 
what should be done with 
each one.

The washing m achine 
spun in an adjacent 
room, washing wedding 
dresses to be used for 
baby gowns.

■iWelve-year-old Blu, 
L afferty ’s dog, circled 
the room, try ing  to get 
pats from  busy hands.

“H e’s part of the 
group,” L afferty  said, 
reaching down to pat him 
on the head.

H er eldest sister. Sher­
ry  Ray, is one of the 
roughly 20 seam stresses 
who regularly  come to 
L afferty ’s house to sew.

“I rem em ber when 
she sta rted  this,” said 
Ray, of Westland. “I 
thought it w as amazing. 
All these little ladies 
w eren’t here th e n .... She 
said, T m  probably not 
going to do too well a t it.
I m aybe will have a  cou­
ple hundred gowns.’ In 
two years, w e’ve done 
over 10,000 gowns.

“I t ’s just like wow. I’m 
so proud of her.”

Organization is key.
Each room in her 

basem ent is dedicated to 
the cause. S torage con­
tainers and shelving line 
the walls. Each draw er 
and container is stocked 
w ith som ething different 
— one fo r beads; another 
for lace; one for appli­
ques, and separa te  spots 
for boning, ribbons, and 
more.

“We don’t waste any-

ROM AIN BLANQUART/ D ETROIT FREE PRESS

Tori Disney, 45, o f Dearborn goes through donated wedding dresses as other women deconstruct them to make burial gowns 
fo r stillborn babies and infants who die soon after birth at the Garden City studio o f the non profit Angels Above Baby Gowns.

ju st having those oppor­
tunities to do that. I’ve 
had th ree losses myself, 
but never had the oppor­
tunity  to see, touch, hear 
or smell any of them, so I 
am  very  passionate about 
our program . Families 
should have mementos, 
they should have pic­
tures. We always have to 
rem em ber tha t patients 
see with their hearts, not 
with their eyes, so w hat­
ever we can do for them  
is helpful.”

CuddleCots cost about 
$3,000 each, Lafferty  
said, and the group is 
now collecting money to 
buy another one for a 
hospital in Flint, Lafferty  
said, which has been hit 
hard  by the w ater crisis.

“We asked all of our 
m em bers to donate a 
dollar,” L afferty  said. 
“Some donated m o re .... 1 
couldn’t do any of this 
w ithout all my volun­
teers. I couldn’t  do this 
on my own.”

Cindy Logie, 56, of 
Hazel P ark  sta rted  sew­
ing with Angels Above 
Baby Gowns in Novem­
ber.

“I haven't had the loss 
of a  child, I don't know 
anyone closely who’s had 
a loss, but I had a  wed­
ding gown,” she said. “I 
thought it would be nice 
to somehow do some­
thing with it. I didn’t 
know anybody in the 
group. I ju s t felt it was 
God who put that in my 
path.”

She reached out to 
Lafferty  through the 
Facebook page and cam e 
on a Wednesday night 
with a friend and her 
m other to help out. Now, 
she said, she’s hooked.

“I’m ju st trying to 
help people who are  suf­
fering with such a loss. I 
p ray  over each gown that 
I sew because I ju st feel 
that to me, it’s very im­
portant. I know that the 
fam ily is going to be 
having a very  hard time, 
and I ju st p ray  that this 
will give them  com fort.”

Harm er, who lost her 
David Andrew in the 
1980s, got the surprise  of 
a lifetim e when her 
grandson was born.

“We w ere in the deliv^ 
ery  room, and I’m hold­
ing my grandson, and 
am azed that this is my 
son’s child,” she said, 
“And I looked at him and 
I said, ‘W hat’s your 
nam e?’ And my son says, 
‘David.’ And I went 
‘Oooh.’ “

Tears welled up. She 
was filled with joy that 
h er grandson would c a r­
ry  her late baby’s name, 
but sad at the m em ory of 
his loss.

“It was a dual emo­
tion,” she said.

Contact Kristen Jordan Shamus: 
313-222-5997 or 
kshamus@freepress.com.
Follow her on Twitter 
@kristenshamus.

SALLY ANN BROW N/HENRY FORD W EST  BLO O M FIELD  HOSPITAL

Angels Above Baby Gowns makes burial gowns out of 
donated wedding dresses fo r babies who are stillborn and 
infants who die soon after delivery.

RO M AIN BLANQUART/ D ETROIT FREE PRESS

Tori Disney, 45, o f Dearborn removes buttons from donated wedding dresses at the Garden 
City studio o f Angels Above Baby Gowns, a nonprofit that makes satin and silk burial gowns 
fo r stillborn babies and Infants who die soon after birth from donated wedding dresses.

I  couldn’t do 
any of this 
without all my 
volunteers. I  
couldn’t do this 
on my own.”
DAWN LAFFERTY, founder 
of Angels Above Baby Gowns

thing,” she said. “AU our 
tiny little  scraps are  
gathered  up.” Even the 
tulle from  wedding 
gowns is reused. I t’s 
donated to anim al organi­
zations to stu ff pet beds.

Tables fo r dism antling 
d resses are  se t up, as are  
cutting tables and pat­
tern-piecing. A shelf 
along one wall holds a 
row of sewing m achines 
and sergers.

The space is cram ped, 
and L afferty  said she’d 
love to expand to a donat­
ed building or la rger 
work and storage area  if 
she could, but m oney is 
tight and every  penny 
tha t comes in is spent on 
the costs of shipping 
packages to hospitals and 
sewing supplies.

“We have no funding 
a t all,” L afferty  said. 
“E verything is self-fund­
ed a t th is point.”

Branching out
Since she s ta rted  An­

gels Above, L afferty  has 
branched out beyond 
sewing gowns and caps 
for hospital care pack­
ages.

She has partnered  
with hospice organiza­
tions to coordinate angel 
gown services, and con­
nected with a group that 
provides financial assis­
tance for burial costs to 
help needy families. 
Angels Above is in the 
m idst of a  prom -dress 
drive, donating prom  
dresses and fashionable

I

bridesm aid gowns for 
free  to needy high school 
students. It also donates 
firs t communion dresses 
and o ther gowns to area  
churches for fam ilies 
with special events who 
can’t afford  to buy som e­
thing nice to wear.

Now, Angles Above is 
collecting money to buy 
CuddleCots for Michigan 
hospitals. The CuddleCot 
is a  cooling device that 
attaches to a bassinet or 
Moses basket. It is used 
to cool the body of an 
infant who was stillborn 
o r died after delivery and 
slows the decomposition 
process so the child’s 
paren ts have m ore tim e 
to say good-bye.

In February, Lafferty  
and the Angels Above 
crew  delivered their firs t 
one to H enry Ford West 
Bloomfield Hospital, 
w here as many as 19 
fam ilies a year suffer 
that sort of loss, said 
Gina Clifford, clinical 
coordinator of the  b irth ­
ing center.

“Nobody talks about 
this. People don’t  talk 
about this,” said Clifford. 
“The guilt alone m akes 
them  feel awful, you

<

know? We’ve had pa­
tients say to us, ‘W hat did 
I do wrong? If I would 
have come to the hospital 
on Tbesday instead of 
waiting until Thursday, 
then m aybe my baby 
would still be Alive.’ But 
there ’s no saying w heth­
e r  that baby would be.
I t’s ju st tru ly  — it’s hor­
rible. So you support 
them .”

The CuddleCot offers 
another way the hospital 
can o ffer tha t support, 
said Annette Penn, ad­
m inistrative nurse for 
the birthing cen ter and 
special care nursery.

“I think it’s greatiy 
needed,” she said. “Pa­
tients need to be able to 
say hello before they say 
good-bye to their babies. 
So by allowing them  as 
long as they need in the 
room with th e ir baby — 
w hether they’re  here for 
24 hours or 48 hours, 
w e’ll be able to allow the 
baby to stay in the room 
with them. They need to 
be able to give that firs t 
bath because who should 
be giving the firs t bath? 
It should be the mom and 
the dad. And the sam e 
with dressing the baby.

http://www.face-book.com/groups/AngelBaby-GownsGardenCityMIArea/
http://www.face-book.com/groups/AngelBaby-GownsGardenCityMIArea/
http://www.face-book.com/groups/AngelBaby-GownsGardenCityMIArea/
http://www.henryford.com/
http://www.com
mailto:kshamus@freepress.com
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S t .  M a r y  M e r c y  f i r s t  t o  p e r f o r m  e l e c t i v e  c o r o n a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n

St. M ary M ercy Live- M ercy has received ap- application, review  ofSt. M ary M ercy Livo­
nia, a m em ber hospital of 
Saint Joseph M ercy 
H ealth System, recently  
becam e the firs t hospital 
of its kind in Michigan to 
perform  elective Percu­
taneous Coronary In­
tervention (PCI), com­
monly known as coro­
nary  angioplasty.

This procedure had 
not yet been approved in 
Michigan for hospitals 
without an on-site open 
heart su rgery  program , 
until now.

"The approval to offer 
th is procedure in our 
sta te  is a significant 
m edical advancem ent for 
the com m unities we 
serve," said David Spi­
vey, president and CEO 
of St. M ary M ercy Livo- 

■'nia. "As the firs t facility 
in Michigan to be g ran t­
ed these privileges, we 
can now provide grea ter 
access and m ore com pre­
hensive cardiovascular 
care to our patients than 
'.ever before."

Elective PCI is a non- 
,surgical p rocedure used 
to trea t narrow ed a r te r­
ies of the heart found in 
heart disease. St. M ary

M ercy has received ap­
proval from  the State of 
Michigan and from  Ac­
creditation fo r Cardio­
vascular Excellence 
(ACE), an accreditation 
program  ensuring facil­
ities m eet the highest 
standards of care, to 
begin offering this in­
terventional cardiovas­
cular service. Michigan 
joins a growing m ajority  
of sta tes that have ap­
proved elective PCI for 
hospitals w ithout open- 
heart su rgery  program s.

In 2005, St. M ary M er­
cy becam e ju st the third 
com m unity hospital in 
the sta te  of Michigan to 
provide P rim ary  Percu­
taneous Coronary In ­
tervention (PPCI), also 
known as em ergency 
angioplasty. As a leader 
in initiating em ergency 
PCI serv ices in Michigan 
for facilities without 
on-site open heart su r­
gery services, St. M ary 
M ercy has dem onstrated 
trem endous success with 
its em ergency coronary 
angioplasty procedures. 
The hospital now joins 
sis ter facilities St. Joseph 
M ercy Ann A rbor and St.

SUBM ITTED

Theresa Wolak, CIS; Delair Gardi, MD; Linda Jones-Hyde, RCIS, Lead Tech: Cynthia Angott, RN, 
Jennifer Falasco, RN, Nursing Lead, Cath Lab.

Joseph M ercy Oakland in 
offering elective PCI.

"Elective angioplasty 
is a safe and effective 
procedure used to open 
blocked coronary a r te r­
ies and resto re  blood 
flow to heart tissue, w ith­
out requiring  open-heart 
surgery,” explained In­
terventional Cardiologist 
D elair Gardi, MD, m ed­
ical d irec to r of St. M ary

M ercy’s Catheterization 
Laboratory and the phy­
sician who perform ed 
the firs t elective coro­
nary  intervention. "In 
patients w ith a  restric ted  
or blocked coronary 
artery , PCI is typically 
the best option to re ­
establish blood flow as 
well as preven t chest 
pain, heart attacks or 
even death. We have

achieved significant 
quality outcomes with 
em ergency PCI services 
over the last 10 years and 
are  confident we will 
provide equally success­
ful outcom es with our 
elective p rocedures.”

To achieve accred ita­
tion, St. M ary M ercy m et 
stringent crite ria  and 
underw ent a m ulti-stage 
evaluation, including an

application, review  of 
data and a site visit. St. 
M ary M ercy m eets all of 
the standards of care  set 
forth  by ACE and is prop­
erly  equipped within its 
H eart and Vascular Cen­
te r to perform  these 
cases both on an elective 
and em ergency basis. 
This includes having 
proper processes and 
procedures, specially 
trained catheterization 
sta ff and around the 
clock availability. As a 
condition of sta te  approv­
al, St. M ary M ercy was 
requ ired  to document 
quality outcom es w ith its 
em ergency PCI cases 
and dem onstrate a need 
within the community 
for this elective service, 
which the State of Michi­
gan review ed and ap­
proved.

For m ore inform ation 
about em ergency and 
elective angioplasty or 
o ther cardiovascular 
services offered at St. 
M ary M ercy Hospital, 
call 734-655-2851. For 
m ore inform ation or a 
physician re fe rra l, call 
1-888464-WELL, or visit 
stm arym ercy.org.

F or those who have 
already grown bored 
with Snapehat, P eri­

scope, Trivia Crack and 
their existing em oji key­
board, here is a look at 
some apps that a re  worth 
consideration. Despite 
reaching a point of app 
saturation and full 
phones, these produc­
tivity  and entertainm ent 
apps a re  w orth the down­
load.

B itM o ji: An Increas- 
■ ingly popular app for 
;millennials, this app 
..m erges popular emojis 
;^with the dated Bit Strip. 
.Don’t  know what either 
“of these means? T hat’s 
■ okay. Download BitMoji, 
‘ create  a  character and 
'y o u  can text custom  im-

M y  l i s t  o f  m u s t - h a v e  a p p s

Jon Gunnells
T E C H  S A V V Y

ages such as your char­
ac te r  celebrating  a holi­
day or playing a sport. 
Use BitMoji to random ly 
tex t a friend or fam ily 
member. Your pop-cul­
tu re  knowledge may 
surprise  them.

U ltraText: UltraText 
allows you to crea te  and 
send GIFs (anim ated 
im ages) through m essag­
ing apps on your phone.
It is w orth noting that 
Facebook m essenger has 
GIF capabilities linked 
through an additional

GIF app. But do you real­
ty need th ree apps from  
Facebook (or 4-5 if you 
count Instagram  and 
W hat’s App)? Soon they 
will control your entire 
phone!

ESPN A pp : A fix ture 
on every  sports fan’s 
phone got m uch bette r 
recently  as ESPN 
m erged th e ir traditional 
Score C enter app with 
the Watch ESPN app.
Now users can check 
scores, read  news and 
even w atch live gam es on 
their phone. Last month,
I used my home’s WiFi 
connection to w atch a 
bowl gam e on my sm art­
phone without experi­
encing any lag or issues. 
Simply select your cable

F r a n k  S i n a t r a  &  D e a n  M a r t i n

. . . D i n n e r  S h o w  F r o m  L a s  V e g a s

“With Frank Sinatra and Dean M artin... 
chemistry is the key work to the success of this 
clever and talented duo”

“ ...Sacco, Morello will keep you laughing all 
night long!"

S a t u r d a y , A p r i l  9
K n i g h t s  o f  C o l u m b u s  
O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  

19801 F a r m in g t o n  R d ., L iv o n ia . Mic h ig a n  
(B e t w e e n  7  a  8  M i l e s )

B o x  O F F I C E :  ( 2 4 8 )  4 7 3 - 7 7 7 7

Tickets: $35 (tickets include dinner & Show)
D i n n e r  a t  5 p m ,  S h o w  w i l l  F o l l o w

T h e  B i l l y  J o e l  a E l t o n  D i n n e r - D a n c e  S h o w  S u n d a y  M a y  2 2 ,  a t  5  P M  

h t t p : / / w w w . r o s e c a t e r i n g . c o m

^ 5 E S T  S P R I N G  5 U Y S ! )

G R E E N V I E W  4 BAG 5M PROGRAM

$ 7 9 . 9 9
Reg. S96.96 ^
Plus FREE $20 
Plymouth Nursery Gift 
Card for your next visit.

P O T T E R Y  

E M P O R I U M  

3 0 %  
O F F

ESPOMA LAWN FERTILIZER
4 or more bags 2 0 %  O F F

2 5 %  O F F

DELIVERY CHARGE
With purchase of 5 yards or more any 
bulk product. Choose from hardwood 
shredded bMk, cedar, topsoil and more.

P A N S I E S

Jumbo 6 pack
$ 4 . 9 9
reg. $6.99

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 5 0 0
www.plyuioutlmui8ery.net 
Hon-^t 9-6 • Sun 10-5 
Offen Expire 4/13/16

P L Y I N / I O U T T H
N U R S E R Y
M O M B  «  O A m > B N  8 H O W R I.A C E

n 9900 Ann Arbor Rd W
7 HUes West of 1-275 • 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14 

Corner of Gotfredson Rd.

c a rr ie r  and get mobile 
access to live games and 
program m ing, which is 
usually abundant consid­
ering the breadth  of 
ESPN networks.

U ntap p d ; The craft 
beer craze is not slowing 
down. U sers can down­
load U ntappd to rate 
beers, discover nearby 
brew eries, trending 
drinks and see what 
friends are  trying. Un­
tappd is a te rrific  way to 
find a d rink  that suits 
your tastes while also 
docum enting what 
you’ve already tried. 
Didn’t like a specific 
brew? M ark it down so 
you don’t get fooled 
again. The m ore you try, 
the m ore badges you can

earn  — ju st rem em ber to 
pull up your U ber app if 
you’ve overdone it and 
need to get home.

H yperlapse: Not exact­
ly new, but a g rea t tool 
nonetheless to create  
quick and easy H yper­
lapse video on your 
phone. G reat for recap­
ping a landscaping or 
DIY project around the 
house, capturing a sunset 
or anything else you can 
think of. Like the other 
apps on this list. H yper­
lapse is free, but some 
prem ium  featu res may 
cost you a few  dollars.

One Second Every 
Day: If you love cap tur­
ing photos and videos of 
your pets, kids o r life­
style, consider download­

ing One Second Every 
Day. Like H yperlapse, it 
gives users an easy tool 
to crea te  videos or photo 
galleries using a few 
seconds of content from  
each day. Consider it the 
opposite of Snapehat as 
you can crea te  m em ories 
that last.

Games: Even if your 
storage and cloud space 
are  bursting  at the seam s 
there is always room for 
another game, right? 
C andy C rush J e lly  Saga, 
S u rf ingers. Hay D ay and 
Terarria rem ain chart 
toppers.

Jon Gunnells is a social and 
d ig ita l media manager fo r the 
A irfo il Group, a Detroit-based 
marketing and PR agency.

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Funeral home honor

When a funeral home 
is selected as among the 
best in the community it 
serves, it has to be seen 
as a  significant achieve­
ment.

I t’s no wonder then 
that the recent selection 
ofR .G .& G .R . H arris 
Funeral Home as “Best 
Hometown Funeral 
Hom e” in the 2016 “Best 
of Livonia” competition 
has third-generation 
owner ’Ibm  Rost and his 
manager, David Cash, so 
excited.

“When my grandfa­
th er firs t began serving 
his neighbors in 1910, he 
was really  establishing a 
legacy that his son Tom 
H arris, along with my 
father, who was his son- 
in-law, and my own fam ­
ily have been privileged 
to continue,” Rost said. 
“As we extended our 
fam ily business over the 
years by adding the Livo­
nia Chapel in 1964 and 
G arden City Chapel in 
1969, we continue to do 
w hat we do best, which is 
to serve fam ilies.”

The recognition comes 
through a “B est o f ’ pro­
gram  run  by Bill Joyner, 
a weU-known W estern 
Wayne County personal­
ity who w rites the pop­
ular FridayM usings.com  
website.

R.G. & G.R. H arris 
Funeral Home, at all of 
its th ree  locations, offers 
an “every  detail consid­
ered” level of service 
designed to accommo­
date all faiths and trad i­
tions. The Livonia loca­
tion was established in 
1964.

Rost and his team  of 
caring professionals 
w ere also recognized for 
this distinction by Livo­
nia T reasurer Lynda L. 
Scheel and M ayor Dennis 
K. W right, as well as the 
Wayne County Commis­
sion.

Money Smart Week
Zeal Credit Union has 

partnered  with the Livo­
nia and Westland public

SUBM ITTED

City o f Livonia Treasurer Lynda L. Scheel (left) and Mayor 
Dennis K. W right (right) congratuiate David Cash, manager of 
the Livonia Chapel o f R.G. & G. R. Harris Funeral Home on its 
selection as 2016 "Best Hometown Funeral Home" by Friday 
Musings.

libraries fo r financial 
presentations and activ­
ities fo r all ages during 
this year’s Money Sm art 
Week, from  April 23-30.

The firs t event. Mon­
ey Sm art Storytim e, will 
be held for ages 3-6 at 
Livonia Public L ibrary’s 
Civic C enter branch, 
32777 Five Mile Road in 
Livonia. The event is 
scheduled from  11 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
23. In addition to hearing 
a m oney-related story, 
each child will receive a 
free  bank to decorate and 
take home.

Tiffany Sweet, the 
credit union’s youth and 
com m unity coordinator, 
will be on hand to talk 
w ith paren ts about sav­
ing for th e ir child’s fu­
tu re  and how to educate 
children about saving 
and spending. For more 
inform ation, visit www.il- 
vonialibrary.org or call 
734466-2493.

Library programs
The William P. Faust 

Public Library, 6123 Cen­
tra l City Parkw ay in 
W estland, will host a 
series of program s de­
signed for youth and 
adults.

The firs t event, “A 
Day at the Park ,” will be 
held on Saturday, April 
23, for children in grades 
2-5. Held in the lib ra ry ’s 
Youth Activity Room, 
Sweet will help children 
explore the value of mon­
ey and begin to think 
about saving fo r a visit to 
the ballpark.

On Monday, April 25, 
children ages two 
through seven years, are  
invited to enjoy a Money 
Sm art S torytim e from  
6:30-7:15 p.m. in M eeting 
Room B of the William P. 
Faust Public Library. 
Each fam ily that regis­
te rs  and attends will 
receive a free  copy of 
“Bunny Money” by Rose­
m ary  Wells, while sup­
plies last.

On Wednesday, April 
27, Zeal Credit Union will 
host a program  specially 
designed for adults. 
Catherine Wall of Green- 
Path Debt Solutions will 
presen t “Steps to Fi­
nancial Freedom ” from  
7-8 p.m. in M eeting Room 
B of the Westland library.

For m ore inform ation 
about the youth and adult 
workshops in Westland, 
visit w estlandlibrary.org 
or call 734-326-6123.

mailto:BKADRICH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
http://www.rosecatering.com
http://www.plyuioutlmui8ery.net
http://www.il-vonialibrary.org
http://www.il-vonialibrary.org
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BILL BRESLERI 

STAFF

PHO TO GRAPHER

The golden 
voice of 
announcer 
Jay Sanford 
declares 
another prize 
winner.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER

Ralph Schwedt o f Livonia learns about Cedarbrook Senior 
Living, under construction on Haggerty Road in Northville, 
from Fran Finsilver.

BILL BRESLER I 

STAFF 

PHO TO GRAPHER

The VIsTaTech 
Center at 
Schoolcraft 
College had a 
fu ll house for 
the Senior 
Expo. BILL BRESLER | STAFF 

PHO TO GRAPHER

The Doctor is in. Joe Gagnon, 
the Appliance Doctor, is 
ready w ith  advice.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF 

PHO TO GRAPHER

Don and Joyce Muno of 
Beverly Hilts leave the expo 
w ith  good advice, lunch, and 
some swag.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER

As the standing-room only crowd leaves the auditorium, 
Beverly Brenner o f Northville asks Rick Bloom for clarification 
of financial advice.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER

Katie Kowalski, w ith  Huron-Clinton Metroparks, shares a park Schoolcraft Nursing student Erin Brashear checks I. Britt's
map w ith  Carol Yates of Plymouth. blood pressure. Brashear is from Belleville. Britt lives in 

Westland.

■T̂ orVTerm RohabiiA.xiio

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER

Steve Kemp helps George Korody o f Northville. Mary Traub of Plymouth won a g ift basket from Westland Nursing and rehab's Jude Aschoff.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHO TO GRAPHER

EXPO
Continued from Page A1

13245 Newburgh ju st 
south of 1-96 and part of 
the St. Joseph M ercy 
H ealth System. Employ­
ees as weU as local golf 
officials w ere on hand to 
exam ine attendees’ golf 
swings and see what, if 
anything, could cause 
injury or other ailm ents 
while out on the links.

T erry Welsh, the out­
ing and m arketing  coor­
dinator fo r the City of 
Livonia’s golf division, 
said it’s im portant for 
those golfers to know 
what ails them , as golf 
pros don’t  typically go 
out and ask  golfers about 
their health  sta tus on the 
golf course.

“As a golf pro, my 
firs t question isn’t al­
ways, ’Hey, do you have 
any preexisting injuries 
or have you had hip re ­
placem ent surgery?’’’ he 
said. “I t’s ‘What do you 
want to work on in your 
golf gam e?’ This is the 
m ost im portant step, 
getting the body ready 
for golf so that I can 
maximize the golf swing, 
get the m ost potential out 
of one’s golf game.”

Nursing students 
station

A new station this 
year was several tables 
of Schoolcraft College 
nursing students check­
ing vital signs for visi­
to rs and talking to them  
about health. Students 
cam e and took blood 
pressure, among other 
m easurem ents, from

patrons and talked to 
them  in a casual setting. 
The event replaced the 
students’ clinicals fo r the 
day, and gave them  expe­
rience working with the 
public out in the field 
ra th er than in a m edical 
setting.

“This is m ore of a 
preventative-type 
event,” said W estland

residen t and first-year 
nursing  student Rachel 
Morrow.

One of those in a tten­
dance Tbesday morning 
was Farm ington Hills 
resident Rose Lehnerer, 
who w anted to be aw are 
of what she and her hus­
band needed to do to get 
their affa irs in order.

I t’s som ething she

hopes isn’t needed to r a 
long, long time, she said.

“My husband and I 
w ere interested  in estate 
planning,” she said. 
“T here’s a certain  
am ount of denial that 
you really need this.

“We all feel like we 
have an unlim ited 
am ount of tim e.”

Ingrid Jam es of Can­

ton said Tbesday’s event 
was the second Senior 
Spring Expo she’s attend­
ed. She cam e last year 
and decided it was 
worthwhile to re tu rn  this 
year.

She recom m ends oth­
ers to come next year, 
because of all the access 
to inform ation she 
picked up.

“I'm  always try ing  to 
keep ab reast of what the 
latest things a re ,” she 
said. “This is a good 
place to go to find out.”

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: ®DavidVeselenak
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad o r Android!

PROVIDENCE-PROVIDENCE PARK

. m

i s  a l s o  o u r s .

Accredited Baby-FriendJyf-at b6^ ,
superior support forbreastfe^ng and motirieF^^b^f^dkig 
Alternative Birthing Center for a naturaf chftd&rthexp^JtlBRce 
Neonatal ICU, Special Care Nursery, and Pedtittrft UnHl^tneet 
your children’s needs C  v- - ”
Comprehensive childbirth education program .

,SI lOHN
I'KOVHIINC I Bahavain hattvi

1 6 0 0 1  W .9 Mile Rd.(at Greenfield),Southfield, Ml 4 8 0 7 s 
4 7 6 0 1  Grand River Ave. (at Beck Road), Novi, Ml 4 8 3 7 4

866-501-DOCS(3627)
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O B S E R V E R  & E C C E N T R IC  M E D IA  

H O M E T O W N L I F E .C O M O P IN IO N
Our fundam ental purposes are to  enhance 
the  lives o f our readers, nurture the 
hometowns w e serve and contribute 
to  the  business success o f our customers.

OUR VIEW

A u t i s m  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h  p u t s  s p o t l i g h t  o n  i s s u e s
April is Autism  Awareness Month, including 

World Autism A w areness Day. With the G arden City 
school distric t including both B urger Baylor School 
for preschool through high school students with au­
tism , as well as the B urger TVansition C enter to help 
young adults, it’s c lear autism  aw areness is growing.

Both those facilities serve Wayne County and are 
p art of g rea te r aw areness of autism  and its im pact on 
families. B urger Baylor recently  hosted the U niver­
sity of W isconsin-Milwaukee m en’s basketball team  
in a gam e against students, while the  B urger Transi­
tion C enter hosted national expert H al W right on p re ­
paring special-needs people for life when th e ir p ar­
ents have died, including financially.

Autism Speaks was founded in F ebruary  2005 by 
Bob and Suzanne W right, g randparents of a  child 
with autism . T heir longtime friend  Bernie M arcus 
donated $25 million to help financially launch the or­
ganization.

Autism spectrum  disorder and autism  are  both 
general te rm s for a  group of com plex disorders of 
brain  development. These disorders are  charac te r­
ized, in varying degrees, by difficulties in social in ter­
action, verbal and non-verbal com m unication and re ­
petitive behaviors. With the May 2013 publication of 
the DSM-5 diagnostic manual, all autism  disorders 
w ere m erged into one um brella diagnosis of ASD. 
Previously, they w ere recognized as distinct sub- 
types, including autistic  disorder, childhood disinte­
grative disorder, pervasive developm ental disorder- 
not otherw ise specified and A sperger syndrom e.

ASD can be associated with intellectual disability.

difficulties in m otor coordination and attention and 
physical health issues such as sleep and gastro in testi­
nal disturbances. Some persons w ith ASD excel in vi­
sual skUls, music, m ath and art.

Autism appears to have its roots in very  early 
b rain  development. However, the m ost obvious signs 
of autism  and sym ptom s of autism  tend to em erge 
ages 2-3. Autism Speaks continues to fund research  
on effective m ethods for earlie r diagnosis, as early  
intervention with proven behavioral therapies can 
im prove outcomes. Increasing  autism  aw areness is a 
key aspect of this work and one in which fam ilies and 
volunteers play an invaluable role.

Autism  sta tistics from  the U.S. C enters for Dis­
ease Control and Prevention identify  around one in 68 
Am erican children as on the autism  spectrum  -  a  ten­
fold increase in prevalence in 40 years. Careful re ­
search  shows tha t this increase is only partly  ex­
plained by im proved diagnosis and aw areness. Stud­
ies also show that autism  is four to five tim es more 
common among boys than girls. An estim ated one out 
of 42 boys and one in 189 girls a re  diagnosed with au­
tism  in the United States.

ASD affects m ore than th ree million individuals in 
the U.S. and tens of millions worldwide. Moreover, 
governm ent autism  sta tistics suggest that p reva­
lence ra tes have increased  10-17 percen t annually in 
recen t years. T here is no established explanation for 
this continuing increase, although im proved diagno­
sis and environm ental influences are  two reasons of­
ten considered.

O ver the last five years, scientists have identified

a num ber of ra re  gene changes, or mutations, associ­
ated  with autism . A sm all num ber of these a re  suffi­
cient to cause autism  by them selves. Most cases of 
autism , however, appear to be caused by a combina­
tion of autism  risk  genes and environm ental factors 
influencing early  brain development.

In the presence of a genetic predisposition to au­
tism , a  num ber of non-genetic, o r “environm ental,” 
stresses appear to fu rth er increase a  child’s risk. The 
clearest evidence of these autism  risk  facto rs in­
volves events before and during birth . They include 
advanced paren tal age a t tim e of conception (both 
mom and dad), m aternal illness during pregnancy 
and certain  difficulties during birth , particularly  
those involving periods of oxygen deprivation to the 
baby’s brain. It is im portant to keep in mind that these 
factors, by them selves, do not cause autism . Rather, 
in combination with genetic risk  factors, they  appear 
to m odestly increase risk.

A growing body of research  suggests th a t a  woman 
can reduce h er risk  of having a  child w ith autism  by 
taking prenatal vitam ins containing folic acid and/or 
eating a  diet rich  in folic acid (at least 600 m icro­
gram s a day) during the m onths before and a fte r  con­
ception.

Increasingly, researchers are  looking a t the role of 
the immune system  in autism . Autism Speaks is 
working to increase aw areness and investigation of 
these and o ther issues, w here fu rth e r  resea rch  has 
the potential to im prove the lives of those who strug ­
gle with autism . M ore inform ation is online at 
www.autismspeaks.org and www.autism-society.org.

LETTERS

Wonderful robotics 
event

Over the weekend of 
M arch 24-26, Churchill 
High School hosted a 
FIRST Robotics com peti­
tion. Forty  team s from  
across the sta te  com pet­
ed and packed the venue 
all weekend for this 
unique STEM education

tournam ent.
We would like to thank 

everyone who helped 
make this event a suc­
cess. Principal Keith 
McDonald rolled out the 
red carpet and m ade sure 
the school was welcom­
ing and accommodating. 
The jan itorial crew  kept 
up with the activities; 
attendees rem arked

O b s e r v e r

Brad Kadrich,
Community editor 
L arry  Ruehlen,
Managing editor

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Jani Hayden,
Advertising director

about the clean bath ­
rooms, hallways and 
cafeteria. The state-final­
ist Stevenson hockey 
team  helped with set up 
and concessions. The 
visiting team s w ere g ra­
cious and courteous com­
petitors.

The host team, the 
Livonia W arriors, provid­
ed a  super playing field 
and pit area, thanks to the 
Churchill coaches and 
ath letes who shared  the 
facilities with us. H un­
dreds of volunteers (in­
cluding the Plymouth- 
Canton robotics team) 
helped with setting  up, 
im plem enting and tea r­
ing down the elaborate, 
highly technical playing 
field, as well as making

sure everything ran 
smoothly over the week­
end.

This was the sixth 
consecutive year LPS has 
held this event, and Chur­
chill is considered to be a 
top host venue in Michi­
gan. “Everyone here is so 
nice!” one visiting stu­
dent exclaim ed about 
their Livonia hosts. “Ro­
botics is your playing 
field, but courtesy is your 
gam e!”

We look forw ard  to 
hosting this tournam ent 
fo r years to come, and 
thank ev e ijo n e  in LPS 
for th e ir kind assistance 
in m aking it a successful 
educational event.

Tom Lang 
board member, FIRST in

Michigan 
Isolina Carlini

coach, Livonia Warriors

Heartbreaking
disappointment

Plans for the new, 
sta te of the art, ground­
breaking Divine M ercy 
Roman Catholic Regional 
School in G arden City on 
the cu rren t cam pus of St. 
Raphael Catholic School 
would have been nothing 
short of amazing.

Garden City and the 
surrounding community 
would tru ly  have been 
enriched by the technol­
ogy and innovation that 
the  vision fo r th is school 
portrayed. Students 
would have been en­
riched by not only educa­

tion in the traditional 
methodology of teaching 
but they would have been 
im m ersed with the trad i­
tional values of the Ro­
man Catholic Church 
woven into the fabric  of 
th e ir day. If  this would 
have been a choice you 
w ere seeking fo r your 
child, as I was, those 
dream s a re  but a  fleeting 
memory. Instead  of cele­
brating, our teachers, 
students and paren ts are 
searching fo r a new place 
to call home. T here will 
be no school.

The school was given 
every  chance to succeed 
and by all m easures it 
should have. W hat hap-

See LETTERS, Page A9

O F R E S ID E N T S  

IN  S M A l l  

C O M M U N IT IE S  

R E A D  lO C A l  

N E W S P A P E R S

Locals are reading the 
O bserver & Eccentric

Source: Readership Study by 
The Reynolds Journalism Institute 
(RJI) for National Newspaper 
Association (NNA) 2013.

C a l l :  8 6 6 . 8 8 7 . 2 7 3 7  a n d  g e t  s t a r t e d !

michiqw.

http://www.autismspeaks.org
http://www.autism-society.org


hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS 0 4 E Media | Thursday, April 7, 2016 (WGRL) A9

LEHERS
Continued from Page A8

pened, you ask? I believe 
the answ er to be a culmi­
nation of m any things. 
The saddest, most heart­
breaking thing about this 
is that the ultim ate losers 
here are  the beautiful, 
precious and intelligent 
children that w ere sup­
posed to have walked the 
halls of this new school.

One could cite poor 
planning, or not an ag­
gressive enough m arket­
ing stra tegy  by the new 
principal. Those a re  only 
a few reasons that you 
could sprinkle in the mix 
for the low enrollm ent 
num bers your readers 
w ere quoted. The main 
reason this school did 
NOT open was because a 
certain  group of parents 
m ade a  pact to sabotage 
this new school from  the 
very  m om ent they 
learned w here the site 
for the school was going 
to be.

I feel so rry  for these 
paren ts that did not feel 
they got “their way.” 
They should have acted 
like adults and been role 
models fo r their children. 
They should have come 
together and em braced 
this venture. Instead, 
they took over social 
media and anyone that 
would listen and allowed 
hatred  and jealousy to 
cloud every  aspect of 
their being to negatively 
influence others. These 
paren ts ruined every 
chance fo r this school to 
become a reality.

The Archdiocese of 
D etroit m ade one fateful 
m istake by making a 
prom ise to paren ts that 
this school would open no 
m atter w hat the enroll­
m ent num bers w ere and 
m ade everyone believe 
this school was going 
ahead as planned. Many 
paren ts did NOT tu rn  in 
th e ir paperw ork because 
they were com placent 
and didn’t feel the sense 
of urgency.

The blam e lies with 
paren ts as well for not 
taking th is seriously for 
their ch ildren’s future. 
They needed to stand up

WRITE US
We welcome your Letter to 

the Editor. Please include 
your name, address and 
phone number for verifica­
tion. We may edit for clarity, 
space and content. Submit 
letters by the following fo r­
mats:
Web: www.hometown 
life.com
Fax: 248-558-4547 
Email: bkadrich@ 
hometownlife.com

for what they wanted and 
believed in and take re ­
sponsibility, Are we so 
busy that we couldn’t 
even take the tim e to fill 
out a simple piece of 
paper?

Does everyone get it? 
These m istakes have 
ruined it for everyone 
involved that has worked 
so hard  to m ake this 
school a reality. 1 hope we 
aU learn a  little some­
thing about this experi­
ence. I would give any­
thing if this could all ju st 
be reversed  and the St. 
Raphael School Building 
would have its doors 
open in August 2016.

I certainly believe in 
the aspect of freedom  of 
choice and voice but not 
when those freedom s are 
executed to the point of 
contributing to the clo­
sure of a  school that un­
fortunately did not even 
have a  chance to be 
som ething so special and 
unique for our children 
and children for genera­
tions to come. W hat a sad 
tim e in our society tha t 
the actions of others have 
the ability to dictate and 
carve out our fu tu re for 
us without us having any 
control.

Now, unfortunately, no 
one wins except disap­
pointm ent and tears.

Lisa Gursky-Choi
Garden City

Trott sounds ‘Obama 
is weak' alarm again

It is an election year 
and 11th U.S. D istrict 
Rep. Dave Thott has final­
ly em erged from  a year 
of silence and of course 
voting repeatedly  to 
r e p e ^  O bam acare as a 
veritable em ailing ma­
chine.

One of his la test is an 
attem pt to callously ex­
ploit the ISIS attack  in 
B russels by fea r monger- 
ing in o rder to advance 
the nonsensical conser­
vative m em e that some­
how Obama hasn 't kept 
us safe.

As usual, the sta tistics 
don't substantiate this 
claim. Since 9A1 an aver­
age of 3.2 Am ericans in 
the U.S. have perished 
annually by te rro ris t 
a ttacks launched by Is­
lamic ex trem ist sym pa­
thizers of all types and 
that num ber includes Ft. 
Hood and San Bernadino. 
To put th is th rea t into 
perspective, on average 
you a re  55 tim es m ore 
likely to be killed by a 
falling TV set, tw ice as 
likely to be killed by 
firew orks, six tim es 
m ore likely to be killed 
by a  cow, 11,562 tim es 
m ore likely to die in an 
auto accident, eight tim es 
m ore likely to be killed 
by a dog, and well you get 
the idea.

Consequently, we will 
have to file th is with all 
the re s t of Trott's in­
accu ra te  or exaggerated 
claim s like O bam acare is 
a  job-kiUer although 
since inception 200K jobs 
p er month have been 
created, M exicans are  
invading at our southern 
border in droves al­
though net im m igration 
there is zero and has 
been for several years, 
that Obama has been a 
big spender although he 
has cut the deficit by at 
least 50 percen t and in­
creased  new spending at 
a slower ra te  than any 
president since W W II, 
that Obama has been bad 
for business although the 
Dow Jones has nearly  
trip led  from  the low point 
of the Bush crash  and 
profit to GDP ratios are 
a t record  levels or a 
whole host of others,

C’mon Dave, we de­
serve b e tte r than exag­
gerated  dangers and 
inaccurate memes.

M itch  Smith 
Canton

On the efficacy of 
words

As the election season 
heats up, the talk is all on

The Senior Alliance*
I T S A ^  ̂ A re a  Agency on Aging 1-C

The S en ior A lliance  w ill host a Public Hearing session 
for input regarding the 2017-2019 M u lti-Y ear Plan (MYP) 

for services to persons age 60 and older in 
southern and western Wa3Tie County.

The S enior A llia n ce  would greatly appreciate your input!

Monday, M ay 9, 2016 
2:30-4:00 P.M.

The Senior Alliance 
3850 Second Street, Suite 100 

Wayne, M I 48184 

Thursday, M ay 19, 2016 
1:00-3:00 P.M.

Canton Senior Center 
46000 Summit Parkway, Room: A rt 2 

Canton, M I 48188

Tuesday, M ay 24, 2016 
10:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.

Brownstown Senior Center 
21313 Telegraph Road, Hall D 
Brownstown Twp., M I 48183

A d ra ft of the 2017-2019 MYP w ill be available online A pril 8, 2016 at www.aaalc.org 

W ritten comments accepted until May 31,2016.

For m ore in fo rm a tio n , ca ll 
734-858-2238
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Donald TVump, on divi­
sive words and prom ises. 
I have said previously 
that the world takes too 
m uch stock in words, and 
that actions are  worth 
m ore than the words that 
build up to such actions 
and diction which would 
condone Mr. TVump’s 
words.

However, as all things 
are  a balance, words can 
indeed go too far. In our 
culture  of im m ediate 
gratification, norm al 
w ords are  no longer 
enough fo r many, “Ac­
ceptable” and “adequate” 
often get w ry looks, 
w hereas “love” and 
“g rea t” are  common­
place. What we end up 
creating  — w hich is 
fueled by our consuming 
of m ass m edia and its 
concentration of talent, 
good looks and good 
tim es — is the feeling 
that everything m ust be 
“hilarious,” “awesome,” 
“outrageous,” “unbeliev­
able,” etc. We then look at 
our own, norm al lives 
devoid of these words, 
and we feel inadequate, 
unacceptable.

In the age of im m edi­
ate gratification and 
subsequent emotional 
and etymological hyste r­
ics, the burden of a top- 
heavy, im m ense society 
can tu rn  us into tim id 
non-players, but life nev­
e r  was and never will be 
about playing into an 
immense, global ne t­
work. No, it is about

sm all com m unities and 
daily routine and the 
people with which you 
interact; the re s t is but 
m isinform ation, usually 
including fear-m ongering 
diplomacy and un­
abashed individualism.

No, words a re  im por­
tan t when they reflect 
our inner disposition to 
such an extent that our 
love and good deeds are 
diminished, and this is 
w here the balance is lost. 
With excessive fear, indi­
vidualism , and gratifica­
tion, we lose the meaning 
of hum an life.

This is the y ear of 
Mercy, according to the 
Catholic Church. Let us 
move away from  m ass 
m edia and political m is­
conceptions of world 
o rder and focus on our 
real, norm al lives in com­
m unity and mercy. Let us 
define our lives not by 
the ads that we see, but 
the discussions th a t we 
have. And let us place at 
the heart of politics love 
and not economic pros­
perity  or freedom . With 
w hat I see, they  do not go 
together with the short­
te rm  fixes tha t our world 
curren tly  touts.

John H. Carter 
Formerly of Milford

Political silver lining
As the saying goes 

“every  cloud has a  silver 
lining,” righ t now Donald 
TVump is a cloud hanging 
over the GOP. One silver 
lining is the increase in

voter turnout he has 
brought; it is always good 
for our country when 
m ore of us vote but usu­
ally bad fo r Republicans.

If  TFump becom es the 
Republican nominee, we 
can expect a large voter 
turnout.

Those inspired by the 
hate speech pushed by 
the Republican Party, 
they a re  the Thump sup­
porters, They may not 
always vote bu t they 
wish to w reak havoc with 
our governm ent, they 
will most likely not vote 
fo r other Republicans 
seeking o ther offices 
(another silver lining).

R egular Republicans 
who actually care  about 
the country will either 
not vote or vote against 
Thump by voting Demo­
cra t no m atter how much 
they dislike it.

D em ocrats should be 
out in large num bers and 
vote for candidates all 
down the ticket to keep 
the country moving for­
w ard for us all.

Donald Thump is a 
huge cloud hanging over 
the Republicans but they 
m ust own it because they 
led the dum bing down of 
A m erica and you can see 
from  those supporting 
Thump that they have 
succeeded.

P arty  leaders m ight 
still make the cloud go 
away and w ith it will go 
“the silver linings”.

Chuck T indall 
Novi

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

ON PROPOSED 2016-17 BUDGET

In compliance w ith  “Act No. 43,” State of Michigan Public Act o f 1963. and “Act No. 2," State 
o f Michigan Public Acts of 1958 (“Section 16”  o f the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act). 
Schoolcraft College publishes this notification of a public hearing on the proposed 2016-17 
College budget. This hearing is to take place at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27, 2016, at the 
Jeffress Center Board Room, J228, 18600 Haggerty Road, Livonia, Michigan, 48152. A copy 
of the proposed budget is available for public inspection at the above address during normal 
business hours.

' ■ '■ I'

Published; A pril 3 & 7.2016

Glenn Cerny
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
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Parents, chat with our teachers 
while enjoying a fun-filled evening 

with your family

Reservations appreciated but not required 
(734) 421-7361), Ext 225 • school(h livoniastniichacl.org 

w ww.livoniastniicliacl.org/sms * Look for us on Eacebook!

W o m e n ’s  H e a l t h  P r e s e n t a t i o n s
D r. P au l M akela, urogynecologist, p rovides in sigh t an d  education  
about a variety  of fem ale conditions including bladder dysfunction, 
o v e ra c t iv e  b la d d e r  a n d  p e lv ic  p ro la p se . G ra b  a  f r ie n d , y o u r  
sis ter o r  m om  an d  lea rn  ab o u t th e  la tes t th e rap ies and  p rocedures 
availab le  th a t  m ay  e lim in a te  o r  red u ce  y o u r  sy m p to m s o r  pa in , 
an d  im p ro v e  y o u r  q u a lity  o f  life. A tte n d  a n y  date!

A p r i l  2 0  •  M a y  1 8  •  J u n e  1 5

St. M ary Mercy Livonia
Classrooms 1 and 2
36476 Five Mile Road, Livonia

5:45 p.m. - Check-in • 6 p.m. - Presentation

REGISTER NOW!
The presentations are free, but registration is required.
Please call 734-655-1980. L igh t re freshm ents will b e  served.

D i s c o v e r R e m a r k a b l e

C h e c k  u s  o u t  o n l i n e  a t  h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m .

http://www.hometown
http://www.aaalc.org
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J o e ’s  G o e m i e t

C a t e r i n g  &  E v e n t s

W e  c a n  c r e a t e  o r i g i n a l  e v e n t s  

t o  s u i t  y o u r  c o m p a n y ’s  p e r s o n a l i t y !  

B r e a k f a s t  m e e t i n g s ,  e l e g a n t  r e c e p t i o m  

t o  b o u n t i f u l  b o x  l u n c h e s . . . W e  c a n  

m a k e  i t  h a p p e n !

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, livonia, Ml 48152 
S a le  V alid  4-7-16 th r u  4-13-16 2484774333 

W hile  S u p p lie s  L ast • P r ic e s  su b je c t  t e  c h a n g e .
hours: Sun 9-6: Mon-Sat 0-8

P R O D U C E

laieest Fresh Meat t  Seafeod Counter In the Areal 
H lg h a a O u a m b a î a le c tiu m K sm iilU a g e a U a s 
Over1000 Items lieniliaunnaiaDoineslIc Cheeses to 
Pronthnn Del Meats a FrestUv Made Salads
M n a a n a H ld sh  H a u te IM e liH in ila î ^ sln g  Man B iM H iiu '

C a n a d i a n ^

R e d  P e p p e r l  

^ 4 / ' $ 5

b e l m o n t e

C a n t a l o u p e

2l$l

D e l m o n t e

B a n a n a s

3 9 0 1 1 1 ^ ;

i R i p e  & S w e e t  . s

B l a c k b e r r i e s

ORGANIC O R G A N I C

A v o c a d o s

9 9 0  e a

CaliforRia

B o m a in d l H e a i i s g C e m p a r i iT o in a t e e s

^ 'l^ A $ 4 i^ ^ 4 % $ 5 ' ■

J o e ’s  M e a t  

&  S e a fo o d . ,

imium Choice Angus

Bottom  Round R o a st
ii FREE

51b Bag o f 
Idaho Potatoes 
w ith  any $40 

Meat & Seafood 
Store 

Purchase

B o a r’s  H e a d

B o e c h w o o d  
S m o k e d  H a m

$ 6 . 9 9  ih

D E L I
J e n n ie - 0

O v e n  R o a s t e d  a

USDAPremiunr 
Choice Aiigiis

T o p  S ir lo in

H i c k o r y  H o n e v  
u r k o v  m

Boari Head

K o w a lsk i

G e r m a n  a  B e e r  
S a l a m i

$ 5 , 9 9  i h f e
.S V . i V  $ 1 ^ 0

W in te r 's

H a m

f u r k e i i  m h  $ 3 . 9 S »  

$ 5 . 9 9 .
S€U!«tS.OO

B o a r 's  H e a d  O ld T y m e

E v e r r o a s t  S w i s s  C h e e s e  
C h i c k e n  $ 4 , 9 9 ^

SSDA Premiums 
Choice Angus

G ro u n d  B e e f  
iro m R o u n d

Premium FreshAII Natural

“ » " e l " S B l l t

V e a l  Lo in  C h o p  C h ic k e n  B r e a s t

$ 7 4 9 i *4.yo

O v e n g o ld  

T u r k e v  ^

$ ? ,9 9 f t

BoaiiHead
f a r e  SS.SO

H o U m a n 's  B o a r ’s  H e a d

S u p e r  S h a r p  M u m ^ r

0 1
B o n e - in  C e n te r  C u t P o rk  C h o p s

u n e r S h a m
C h e d d a r ^  »••«««' 
$ 5 4 9 .  $ 4 . 9 i

A t w e u e

4 j |  F I N E  C H E E S E S

P la in  C e le b r i t y  K e r r y g o ld
H a v a r t i C h e e s e  G e a t  C h e e s e  C h e e s e

$ 4 , 9 9  sa $ 3 . 9 9  na $ 4 . 4 9  on

BoarlHead'''

Joe’s Gourmet 
 ̂ Catering & Events \

Summer dates are filling up fast!
Call today to book your Graduation Party, 

' Wedding, Showers & Employee Picnics! We 
i  can customize any event to fit your needs 

and budget!

\  Visit us at:
www.joesgourmetcatering.com 

o r call today a t 248-477-4333 x226

Isa
Sarv SS 00 S a v e  tS .O O

E v e r y d a y  G O U R M E T

S u m m e r  K a le  C a e s a r  G e r g e n z e la e r  S tu ffe d  
B r o c c e l i  P a s t a  S a la d  C a r r lb e a n  C h ic k e n

S a la d  C o le  S la w  B r e a s t

$ 4 . 9 9 »  $ 4 . 9 9 .  $ 8 . 9 9

F r e s h  W ild  C a u g m

S w o rd f is h  S te a k

F r e s h  F a n n e d

R u b y  R e d  T ro u t

.1.

G R O C E R Y

T o w n h o u s e
& C l u b
C r a c k e r s

2 / S 5
t l .O O S a i m t l j>0

K i t c h e n  F a g e
B a s i c s

C o o k in g
S to c k s  ' ■ / S 3

2 / $ 5

A lm o n d  B r e e z e  M ilk
H a n  G a llo n

91.00 $ 4 .9 9 .
Save tl.OO

C h e f * s  F e a t u r e  
F e t t u c i n i  i n  B o l o g n e s e

C A F E

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Weekly CoUee Special
S tra W b e n f N u t C rem e $ 8 .9 9 n ;

B u t t e r  F l a v o r e d  B e s t r o o p e r  
1  P r e t z e l s  C o o k i e s

9 2 . 9 9 . 0  2 / $ 3
A liV a^ tK S

W I N E  C E L L A R

io

Save so t
Hours: Wed-Moo 8-6; Closed Tues

S u is s P N iD m o n i o r o w n ie s  
B r e a d  Fudge or Walnm

S o u r d o u g h  C in n a m o n  R o ll  
^  B r e a d  B r e a d  P u d d in g

» 4 B '3 i t c e
■ ^ -9 w. ''' -■

$ 3 . 9 9

P A S T R Y

J o e ’s  K e y  l i m e  P i e  

$ 1 4 . 9 9

A p p le  o r  C h e r r y  A lm o n d  
F r i t t e r s  C h e e s e c a k e  C o n e  

$ 3 . 9 9 p k i  $ 4 4 9

C A r n i y o r  M e o m i  1 9  C r i m e s  N ew  B e lg iu m
C a b e r n e t  p in o iN o i r  B e d  a  B r e w I n o C o

S a '9 9  '" ’ $ 8 9 9 " “ * ^ - 9 9
9 0  Ml

http://www.joesgourmetcatering.com


INSIDE: CLASSIFIED, B6-7 • ENTERTAINMENT, BIO • FOOD, B11
SECTION B (WGRL)

THURSDAY, APRIL?, 2016 
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM S P O R T S
ED WRIGHT, EDITOR
EWRIGHT@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
734-578-2767

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL PREVIEW

F u t u r e s  s t o c k  r i s i n g  f o r  T h u r s t o n  d i a m o n d  s q u a d

Ed W rig h t
Staff W riter

Long-term investors may 
want to buy some fu tures stock 
in the Redford Thurston base­
ball team.

While head coach Bob Snell 
readily adm its the Eagles 
aren ’t  a title  contender this 
season, that should change

down the road thanks to some 
high-ceiling youngsters.

“We have a solid group of 
young players to buSd on," 
said Snell. “We’re  not quite 
there  yet, but once our group 
of freshm en and sophomores 
develop, we’ll be all right."

If  the Eagles’ up-and-com- 
ers develop like cu rren t sen­
iors Austin Benoit and Donald

Perm uy have, the fu tu re  will 
certainly be filled with sun­
shine. A th ree-year varsity  
perform er, Benoit will play all 
the key positions in the field 
this spring  — catcher, pitcher 
and th ird  base — while provid­
ing explosiveness a t the plate.

“Austin hit weU last year, 
but he’s gotten even m ore con­
sistent w ith his contact, and

he’s a  m ore confident h itter 
than he was last year,” said 
Snell. “Austin is a big, strong 
kid who can really  drive the 
ball.”

Perm uy will s ta rt the season 
as the Eagles’ No. 1 pitcher. 
H e’ll also play the all-impor­
tant shortstop position when 
he’s not on the mound.

“Donald has m ade a lot of

im provem ent as fa r as pitch­
ing goes,” said Snell. “He has 
the best stu ff on our team. H e’s 
a  travel-baseball player, which 
has helped him a lot. H e’s a 
left-handed b a tte r and top-of- 
the-order kind of h itte r who 
gets on base a lot.”

Ny’gel Beam an will pitch

See THURSTON, Page B4

In recent years, 
officials in all sports 
have come under fire, 
whether from over­
heated parents, in­
creased social media or 
disrespectful players 
and coaches. Many 
leagues and governing 
bodies are having a 
difficult time finding 
enough adults to  act as 
officials for youth 
sports events.

Observer & Eccentric 
reporters conducted a 
variety o f interviews in 
the last several weeks, 
w ith referees, officials, 
executives and others 
who are involved in 
the recruitment and 
training of sports 
officials. We found 
that, while many still 
enjoy the unique thrill 
o f being part o f the 
game, others are being 
driven from the play­
ing field, some haunt­
ed by the killing two 
years ago o f local 
soccer referee John 
Bieniewicz.

Today is the second 
of a two-part package 
of stories, "Blowing 
the Whistle." The first 
set o f stories is avail­
able online at home- 
townlife.com.

»> Former prep player 
moves straight into 
officiating, B2 
» 'You don't have a 
horse in the race,' 
referee says, B3

USA T O D A Y  NETW ORK  

ILLUSTRATION

Katelyn Sherwood loves baseball, ju st not being an um pire 
in today’s "anything goes” world.

According to the 15-year-old Canton resident, who endured 
an unhappy stint as an ump in the G reater Canton Youth Base­
ball Softball Association, she had no problem  calling players 
out a t home.

She ju st didn’t think 
she’d have to deal with 
so m any people who 
w ere out — of line.
What m ade it worse 
was m ost of her vocal 
critics w ere adult 
coaches and paren ts 
who w ere m aking it 
impossible for her to 
call boys baseball 
gam es in the age 9-11 
division.

“I would get a lot of 
jeering  from  the p ar­
ents and the coaches 
because they did not 
agree w ith some of my 
calls,” said the Belle­
ville High School soph­
omore, fo rm erly  a catcher on the Canton Cardinals travel 
boys baseball team . “This is supposed to be a fun game, this is 
supposed to be relaxing, it’s fall ball, it’s a way to get some 
ex tra  practice for 9- and 10-year-olds.

See FED UP, Page B2

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Katelyn Sherwood decided a few  months 
of being verbally abused for how she 
called Little League baseball was enough 
to  drive her away from the game.

M H S A A  l o o k s  t o  r e c r u i t  1 , 5 0 0  n e w  o f f i c i a l s  e v e r y  y e a r
B ill Em erick

Staff W riter

Think your job is challenging? Try 
th is one on fo r size.

You're a  top-level executive of a 
statew ide company, given the task  of 
recruiting  some 1,500 essential employ­
ees — each and every  year. Most, if not 
all, of these em ployees are  starting 
from  scratch, meaning they ’ll need 
extensive train ing  and support right 
from  the sta rt. A successful cam paign 
will m ean approxim ately one-third will 
still be on the job a year later.

And then you sta rt over again.
If that sounds to you like a thankless 

task, you’re  not alone. But that’s the 
conundrum  facing M ark Uyl in his role 
overseeing all things having to do with 
game officials in sta te  high school ath-

“We see the average age (of officials) creep up. There’s a great need to recruit and retainaggressively.”
MARK UYU an assistant 
directo r w ith  M HSAA

letics.
Uyl is an assistant d irector with the 

Michigan High School A thletic Associa­
tion, the private governing body based 
in E ast Lansing that sets the rules for 
com petition and eligibility for prep

sports in this state. Uyl, a 41-year-old 
residen t of DeWitt, has been with the 
MHSAA for 12 years, during which 
tim e he has seen the landscape for 
recru iting  — and, m ore importantly, 
retaining — game officials for the vari­
ous sports the MHSAA sponsors shift 
in various directions.

'Recruit and retain'
I t’s UyTs job to keep the thousands 

of reg istered  gam e officials Who work 
MHSAA contests happy and content, so 
much so that they’re  willing to come 
back for more.

“T hat’s always been a focus fo r us, 
for sure,” Uyl said of recruiting  new 
officials. “We see the average age (of 
officials) creep  up. T here’s a  great 
need to recru it and retain  aggressive­
ly.”

The MHSAA sponsors sta te  cham pi­
onship tournam ents in 18 different 
sports, some specific to boys (football) 
or girls (volleyball) and some open to 
both (basketball, swimming). Some 
sports requ ire  a large crew  of officials 
(football, five or six) and some need 
ju st one (cross country).

I t’s in this widely varying field that 
Uyl m ust navigate to keep the games 
running smoothly and fairly.

The MHSAA curren tly  has about
10,500 reg istered  officials. Those offi­
cials are  certified  to do 1.7 sports each 
and the average age is 5214.

The high-w ater m ark  for reg istered  
officials was 12,000 in 2007-09, which 
dovetails w ith the years of the great 
recession in the state. That’s not a coin-

See MHSAA, Page B2
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Ex-prep player moves straight to official
M a rty  Budner

Staff W riter

Donta Favors knew he was 
going to be a re fe ree  back in 
high school.

The 1994 Southfield-Lath- 
rup  graduate  played prep 
basketball fo r the C hargers 
under head coach Bob Herm . 
While he loved to play, he also 
enjoyed refe ree ing  the sport 
during  those form ative years.

Favors went to Central 
Michigan University, w here 
he took a sports officiating 
class, got reg istered  to be­
come a certified  Michigan 
High School A thletic Associa­
tion re f  at the tender age of 18 
and has gone on to enjoy al­
m ost every  m inute of his 
eventfu l 22-year officiating 
career.

“At Lathrup, th e re  was an 
in tram ural program  for varsi­
ty  basketball p layers to be­
come re fe rees ,” Favors said.
“1 got into it and took it se ri­
ously. I ju s t enjoy it so much 
because it keeps me around 
the gam e I loved forever.

“Officiating seem ed like an 
interesting  thing when I was 
grow ing up,” he added. “1 saw 
that officials w ere giving back 
to the gam e and I found that to

be an adm irable thing to do, to 
w ant to give back to the game. 
I t’s a good way for me to stay 
involved.”

Giving back
The 40-year-old Favors stUl 

loves putting  on the striped  
sh irt and “giving back" to the 
gam e he loves. W hether it’s on 
the football field in fall o r the 
basketball court in the winter, 
Favors has worked on fields 
and in gym nasium s across the 
state.

Favors has worked his way 
to the pinnacle of the  MHSAA 
officiating ladder. He recently  
worked one of the four boys 
sta te  cham pionship gam es for 
the second tim e in his career. 
H e’s previously worked two 
g irls basketball sta te  finals 
gam es and has done three 
football sta te  cham pionship 
gam es — one a t the Pontiac 
Silverdom e and two at Ford 
Field.

In addition, he’s worked 
some Horizon League and 
MIAA college basketball 
games. Favors had the oppor­
tunity  to w ork GLIAC college 
football years ago, but his day 
job dem anded a lot of Sat-
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“Officiating seemed 
like an interesting 
thing when I  was 
growing up. I  saw  
that officials were 
giving back to the 
game and I  found that 
to be an admirable 
thing to d o ...”
DONTA FAVORS
f o r m e r  S o u t h f i e l d - L a t h r u p  a t h l e t e

M ARTY BUDNER

Donta Favors has worked both high school and college football games over 
the years.

Not all calls are seen the same way by players and officials, as this action from a game Mark Uyl worked during the College World Series demonstrates.
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cidence, Uyl noted.
“W henever economic times 

become tougher, our num bers 
go up,” he said.

By sheer number, football 
has the m ost reg istered  offi­
cials, approxim ately 4,000. 
Basketball has about 3,800, 
while w restling and ice hockey 
a re  a t the o ther end, with some 
450 each. I t’s those types of 
sports, ones that require either 
athletic skill o r technical ex­
pertise, that are  the hardest to 
staff.

“Those two sports are  
unique,” Uyl said of ice hockey 
and w restling. “Our pool of 
prospective officials almost 
has to come from  form er ath­
letes in those two sports. We’re 
always looking for officials in 
those two sports.”

Unlike those specialized 
sports, gam e officials in the 
m ost popular sports often have 
no playing experience a t all.

“We get lots of people in the 
m ajor sports (baseball, basket­
ball, football) who want to 
becom e officials who never 
com peted in them ,” Uyl said.

1,500 per year

The target goal for Uyl each 
year is 1,500 new recruits. I t’s 
a good year if about one-third 
of those stick around to work 
another season. The biggest 
ra te  of attrition  is always early  
in an official’s career.

“If  we can get an official to 
stay through the firs t three 
years, we usually have them  
for a long tim e,” Uyl said.
“The data tells us the first 
th ree years are  critical.”

The MHSAA will sanction 
officials as young as 16 years 
of age under its legacy pro­
gram , which focuses on a t­
tracting  athletes who played 
sports in high school. The 
g rea test num ber of new offi­
cials are  in th e ir early  to 
mid-20s, an age before many 
people have yet to becom e tied 
down with career or fam ily 
responsibilities.

“W here they really  de­
crease is from  about (age) 30 
to 45,” Uyl said of officials in 
general, not just new recruits. 
“That m akes sense. That’s 
when the dem ands of raising a 
fam ily are  typically the g reat­
est. A fter that, their own kids 
don’t take up as m uch time, 
usually, so we see a jum p in 
that (45 and older) demograph-

A beginning official will 
almost certainly need to be­
come a m em ber of one of the 
various associations found 
throughout the state , from  
which m ost schools receive 
their assigned referees. A 
beginner will s ta rt a t the low­
est level, i.e. middle school, 
which can provide a tough 
sta rt to a  som etim es less-than- 
thankfuljob .

“You have a combination of 
the least experienced officials 
working with the least experi­
enced coaches and playing in 
front of some young and not 
the most knowledgeable par­
ents,” Uyl said. “If  somebody 
has a  bad experience, we 
(may) never see them  again.”

The MHSAA m akes an ef­
fort to pa ir younger officials 
with older, m ore experienced 
ones in a m entor’s role. It can 
help to ease the critic ism  th a t’s 
part of the job.

“Even if they don’t work 
every gam e together, they can 
be a sounding board for the 
younger official,” Uyl said.

A unique perspective
Uyl has a unique perspec­

tive from  which to handle his 
position. A graduate of Caledo­
nia High School on the west 
side of the state, he w ent on to 
play baseball at Calvin College

(bachelor’s in 1996) before 
doing graduate work a t Grand 
Valley State U niversity (m as­
te r ’s in 2001). In his spare time, 
he has continued to work as a 
baseball um pire, doing high 
school and college games. His 
experience includes Big Ten 
gam es and even an assignm ent 
at the College World Series.

H e knows first-hand the 
allure fo r m any to rem ain — 
or become — part of the ac­
tion.

“Officiating can be one of 
the m ost satisfying things you 
can be involved with,” he said. 
“For me, I still have a gam e to 
look forw ard to. Officiating 
has been for me the allure of 
the next game. It tests your 
courage and your fitness and 
your ability to control the situ­
ation.”

While the am ount of pay is 
no doubt a ttrac tive  to some 
($25 to as m uch as $70 per 
contest, depending on the 
sport and level), few officials 
will adm it they ’re  in it only for 
the money.

“It’s a  labor of love,” Uyl 
said. “I t’s a way to give back. 
(The pay) m ight be a vacation 
fund or some ex tra  money.”

Even with aU the support 
and training the MHSAA pro­
vides, it’s still not enough to 
keep some officials from  leav­

ing the ranks fo r good. The 
proliferation of club and travel 
team s, as well as the explosion 
of social media, have played a 
role in some officials walking 
away.

“You can’t seem  to go a 
week without seeing a  story 
about a re fe ree  being pushed 
or verbally abused,” Uyl said. 
“It doesn’t  take long for that 
a ttitude (from  non-prep 
sports) to leak into the school 
environm ent.”

And it’s often paren ts who 
are  the loudest voice of com­
plaint. Uyl said the MHSAA 
receives “videos from  phones 
at all levels, w here 10 years 
ago we got m aybe some VHS 
tapes.”

“While social m edia isn’t 
necessarily  turn ing  people 
away from  officiating, it isn’t 
making the job any easier,” he 
added.

The MHSAA offers online 
registration  and testing  of 
officials for all sports, al­
though a pen and paper option 
is StUl available for those who 
wish to go that route. Prospec­
tive officials m ust pass a test 
pertaining to rules and reg ­
ulations before becoming cer­
tified. More inform ation can 
be found a t http://www. 
mhsaa.com under the “Offi­
cials” tab.
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“So being insulted and criti­
cized fo r my strike zone game 
a fte r  game, I thought it w asn’t 
w orth it.”

Not worth it
The ongoing abuse certa in ­

ly w asn’t w orth the $35 per 
game, which she originally 
thought was good stu ff when 
she was recru ited  by Joe Bot- 
torff, a ve teran  MHSAA/ 
GCYBSA um pire and assignor 
who also coaches varsity  base­
ball at Plym outh Christian 
Academy.

“She sta rted  younger than 
norm al because (B ottorff) was 
short um pires,” said Rich 
Sherwood, K atelyn’s dad who 
also coached her with the Can­

ton Cardinals. “She sta rted  a 
few months below the age 
w here they norm ally w ant you 
to s ta rt.”

Katelyn said she had a good 
rapport with um pires who

BILL BRESLER | STAFF 

PHO TO GRAPHER

Richard Sherwood 
wonders whether 
social media is at the 
core o f the way 
umpires are treated. 
"Maybe it's that 
people, they've 
gotten to  the point 
where they feel like 
it's OK to  criticize 
everything. Maybe 
that's the impact of 
the social media, 
everybody's got a 
voice and a sounding 
board."

called the gam es she caught 
and heard com m ents such as 
‘“Oh, it’s a p re tty  good experi­
ence.’ And since I had a good 
relationship with them , it 
seem ed like a  fun opportunity.

So I was like, ‘Why not do it?’ 
Plus I got paid.”

But ju s t a short while later, 
she decided to give it up — she 
doesn’t even play the game 
anym ore — and focus on play­
ing high school basketball.

Apparently, she isn’t alone 
in making that sam e determ i­
nation as the MHSAA and 
youth leagues a re  constantly 
on the lookout fo r new and 
capable people to call games, 
m eets and m atches under the 
m icroscope of fans who are  
quick to shoot a video in o rder 
to docum ent w hat they p er­
ceive to be blown calls o r dod­
gy decisions.

“In my work with assigning 
for the Canton (youth) baseball 
league,” B ottorff said, “I can 
tell you that I had about five 
youngsters give up on umping 
this season due to coaches and 
paren ts riding them.

“Most of these w ere (age)
9-11 rec  games. M any tim es I 
told them  that I would have 
ejected  someone in that situa­
tion and that they  do not have 
to take abuse. But in the end, 
$35 a game was not enough for 
them  to continue to be treated  
that way and they found o ther 
ways to make money.”

Out of control
Katelyn nodded th a t it 

m ight not be so bad to work in 
a fast food restau ran t some­
w here, especially com pared to 
w hat she had to deal w ith in 
her few  months as an ump 
during fall 2014 and spring 
2015.

“It would s ta rt with the 
coaches and then escalate to 
the  paren ts,” she said. “And 
then the kids, being 9 and 10

See FED UP, Page B3
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‘ Y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a  h o r s e  i n  t h e  r a c e ’

Veteran hockey official ready to call 
penalty on fans’ unruly behavior
Tim Smith

sta ff  W riter

“You’re  an idiot," one spec­
ta to r scream ed during a re ­
cent M ichigan High School 
Athletic Association boys 
hockey sta te  tourney game.

The venom was d irected  at 
one of the officials, who called 
a penalty  in the late stages of 
a close contest. O thers around 
him didn’t hold back, either, 
although the re fe ree  wisely 
acted as though he didn’t hear 
the harsh  words.

Chances are, according to 
Jim  Gagleard, the angry  fans 
w ere heard loud and clear.

“If  you have real thin skin, 
it won’t help your day, th a t’s 
fo r su re ,” said G agleard, a 
hockey re fe ree  fo r 27 years 
who now assigns officials to 
s ta ff  MHSAA high school 
gam es in m etro  Detroit. “You 
ju st got to go out th ere  with 
the m indset that you’re  in 
charge of the ru les and that 
officials m ake calls on the 
actions of the  players.

“At the end of the day, you 
don’t  have a horse in the race  
and you’re  ju st try ing  to make 
sure tha t the contest is called 
fairly.”

G agleard said that the lack 
of respec t isn’t lim ited to 
hockey. But ju st like in soccer 
and o ther sports, it is becom ­
ing increasingly tough to find 
enough m en and women to 
officiate.

“I t’s very  difficult right 
now,” he said. “I think it goes 
back to when m ost officials 
s ta rted  working high school or 
any hockey. At the end of the 
day, it’s how thick their skin is 
to be able to get through the 
lower ranks and work their 
way up and still m ake it enjoy­
able.

“T here’s some guys who do 
it because they need the mon­
ey and some guys because 
they  love hockey, but m ore 
and more, it’s difficult. 'We 
have challenges on try ing  to 
fill high school hockey 
gam es.”

Not worth it
According to G agleard, 

unless the culture  changes, 
don’t  hold your b rea th  that 
men and women will be get­
ting  in line to don the stripes. 
He caught an insider’s glimpse 
as to why severa l years ago.

“W hen I was still doing 
USA Hockey, I would train

f f

Jim Gagleard is an approved assignor fo r the MHSAA. He is tasked w ith  
finding referees fo r high school games. He also is a member o f Livonia Ice 
Hockey Officials.

and m entor quite a  few young­
e r  kids (refs) when they w ere 
firs t sta rting  out,” G agleard 
said. “I ’m talking 15-, 16-, 17- 
year-olds ... they ju st couldn’t 
handle the verbal abuse from  
coaches, paren ts and players.

It takes a unique talent in 
itself.

“So m ost of them  do not 
pursue it a f te r  a few years in 
it. I would say probably if 10 
young officials sta rt, a f te r  
th ree  years th e re ’s only one or

two continuing on.”
Adding to the “thanks, no 

thanks” situation is social 
m edia — not to m ention cell­
phones that easily become 
video cam eras.

“The biggest problem , with 
social media, everybody has a 
phone,” G agleard said. “I get 
videos all the tim e from  
coaches and paren ts w here 
you see that kind of thing hap­
pen.

“Officials ju st get tired  of 
not being able to go out and do 
th e ir job as fa r as making 
on-ice, split-second decisions 
without having everything 
critic ized.”

A nother point to ponder is 
that officials calling gam es at 
the youth and high school 
levels don’t get paid a lot ($25 
to $75 p er game) fo r the abuse 
that gets d irected  the ir way.

“I t’s am azing how it will 
snowball throughout the 
course of the gam e to where, 
by the end of the thing, som e­
tim es p layers take on the fea­
tu res of the crowd and it ju st 
gets out of control,” Gagleard 
said. “Officials go off the ice 
and think, ’Wow, it’s 70 dollars, 
bu t I put up with two-and-a- 
half hours of ju st total chaos,”’

Who would want to sign up 
fo r that?

t5mith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @Tim5mith_Sports
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years old, they ’re  going to 
follow w hat their paren ts and 
their coaches are  doing.

“So then they sta rted  being 
disrespectfu l tow ards me. It 
ju st w asn’t  a fun experience.

“Funny thing was, I ran  into 
a lot of the coaches multiple 
tim es, but it didn’t get better. I 
don’t  think I could have gone a 
few  m ore m onths.”

Rich Sherwood said he felt 
heartsick  at what Katelyn put 
up with and pinned the unrav­
eling of respec t and human 
decency to the way of the 21st 
century  world.

“M aybe it’s that people, 
they’ve gotten to the point 
w here they feel like it’s OK to 
criticize everything,” Sher­
wood said. “M aybe tha t’s the 
im pact of the social media; 
everybody’s got a voice and a 
sounding board.

“So their views come out all 
the time. So now, when they ’re 
in teracting  with real humans, 
instead of over social media, 
the sam e thing happens.”

Price to pay
And few er and few er indi­

viduals are  joining the officiat­
ing club for that very  reason.

“I know the lady who runs 
GCYBSA,” Sherwood said.
“She told us they’re  having 
such a hard  tim e getting offi­
cials that they ’ve had to raise 
how much they pay the offi­
cials per game in o rder to a t­
trac t new ones and keep the 
ones they have, because this is 
such an ongoing thing,

“This has got to be costing 
paren ts m ore money, because 
that m eans their fees are  going 
up.”

Also on the rise are  blood 
pressu res on diamonds and in 
b leachers and dugouts all over 
the place.

Consider a “game in the 
life” of Katelyn, as recalled by 
her dad,

“What happened was, a 
pitch was thrown in the dirt 
and it h it a ba tter a f te r  it hit 
the d irt,” Sherwood said. 
“Katelyn said, ’Batter, take

M ICHAEL VASILNEK

Baseball umpire and coach Joe Bottorff shows prospective umps correct technique fo r calling a runner out during a 
2015 clinic.

your base.’ The coach said it 
was a dead ball because it hit 
the ground. She said it’s a dead 
ball when it h its the batter, but 
it’s a live ball when it h its the 
dirt.

“A fter the game, he started  
arguing with her again, that 
(she) she needed to look a t the 
ru les and that she didn’t  know 
them. I was there, I said, 
’Coach, th a t’s the right call.’”

Sherwood said an adult ump 
from  another field was 
brought in fo r his opinion and 
confirm ed that Katelyn was 
correct. “But they w ere in­
sulting her throughout the 
game because they  thought she 
didn’t  know the rules,” he said. 
“I t’s like, come on.”

Last straw
But that was the appetizer 

for the m ain course, the single 
event that convinced the teen­
ag er to get out of the um piring 
biz.

“There was a runner on

first, someone caught the ball 
and they’re  yelling ’tim eout,’ 
so Kate raises her hands,” 
Sherwood said. “The girl on 
firs t base thought it was three 
outs. So she walked off firs t 
base. So immediately, the 
coach is yelling ’Throw the ball 
to firs t.’

“They throw  the ball to first 
and they  think they got an out 
... Kate says, ’Safe, you called a 
timeout, play is dead.’ So (the 
coach) comes out and was 
getting in her face.”

M aking m atters worse w ere 
the d irty  looks the 9- and 10- 
year-olds w ere giving her.

“I felt like saying to the 
coach, ’Instead  of putting all 
this effo rt into yelling at the 
um pire, m aybe you should 
teach your Mds how to play the 
gam e,”’ Sherwood said. “The 
problem  isn’t  that the um pire 
recognized that you called a 
tim eout and that it’s a dead 
ball. The problem  is your kids 
are  throw ing the ball all over

the field.”
A fter that verbal onslaught, 

he added, Katelyn walked off 
the field and “was ju st crying. 
She was like, ’I don’t  w ant to do 
th is anym ore, that was such a 
horrible experience.’”

Ugly experiences such as 
that m ight give o ther young­
ste rs  pause before considering 
becoming an um pire or doing 
the job for any length of time.

The code
Organizations like the 

GCYBSA and Plymouth-Can- 
ton Little League want what 
happened to Katelyn as the 
outlier and not the standard.

In the GCYBSA’s code of 
conduct, boorish behavior 
from  a paren t could jeopardize 
a player’s spot in the league.

“I pledge to be a positive 
role model for my child by 
showing respect, courtesy and 
positive support for players, 
coaches, um pires and oppo­
nents a t all practices and

gam es,” reads the code of con­
duct that parents m ust agree to 
during the registration  proc­
ess. “I will not engage in ANY 
unsportsm anlike conduct, 
verbal, physical or gestures 
that takes away from  a positive 
sports experience.”

The code concludes with a 
clear-cut edict that not abiding 
by it could lead to “disciplinary 
action which could include 
w arnings, suspensions, forfeits 
or term ination of participation 
in the GCYBSA.”

Likewise, no shenanigans 
against um pires or anybody 
else is tolerated in the PCLL, 
especially under the w atch of 
new president Je ff  Holt.

“Everyone who is involved 
is a volunteer on some level,” 
Holt w rote in an em ail to the 
Observer. “I expect our league 
— kids, coaches, um pires, 
parents, stakeholders — to 
trea t each o ther with dignity 
and respect. Common courte­
sy. I won't put up with non­
sense.

“Every constituent in PCLL 
is p art of our extended family. 
That includes our um pires.”

Worth remembering
Echoing that stance is Don 

Lohmann, rc L L  chief um pire 
and vice p resident of baseball 
operations.

“We have a zero tolerance 
policy when it comes to abuse 
on any level,” Lohmann said. 
“Although, we do not have 
many issues of this sort in 
PCLL, they do occasionally 
occur.

“W hen they do, we respond 
quickly and proportionately .... 
One of the points I stress to our 
um pires is to make every ef­
fo rt to diffuse situations be­
fore they  get to that point and 
to keep their ears open. We 
m ust all rem em ber that this is 
a gam e.”

Unfortunately, every  season 
in every  league in every town 
is pockm arked by bad behav­
ior that unfairly ta rgets offi­
cials ju st like Katelyn Sher­
wood.

T hat’s not a game, it’s a 
cry ing  shame.

t5mith@hometowniife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sport5
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urday work, which curtailed 
any fu tu re as a college football 
referee.

Demanding side job
Favors will teU you that 

officiating itself is a dem and­
ing side job which can cause 
havoc with fam ily situations 
for refs who elect to m ake it a 
part-tim e profession by work­
ing four or five days a week. 
T hat’s one reason why Favors 
is still a bachelor.

“My ca reer over the years 
has affected  my dating situa­
tions,” said Favors, a d istrict 
sales m anager for Pay Sys­
tem s in Farm ington Hills.
“The tim e you need to build 
(personal) relations, you’re  out 
there on the court. I’ve made a 
lot sacrifices over the years.

“You try  to balance your 
work life, your traditional job 
and your family. There are  a 
lot of factors involved and you 
have to put your priorities in

place. I ’ve seen it a  lot of dif­
feren t ways, w here people 
screw  up their priorities.

“I’ve seen w here people 
divorced because they’re  re f­
ereeing too much,” he added. 
“You m iss out on a lot of tim e 
with your family. There are  a 
lot of re fs  who take off in the 
m iddle of th e ir careers be­
cause they realize they haven’t 
spent much tim e with their 
fam ilies.”

Favors’ ca reer is filled with 
many highlights and a minimal 
am ount of low lights.

Favors is president of the 
M etro D etroit Athletic Offi­
cials, a  500-plus m em ber or­
ganization which helps train  
referees. H e also officiated in 
the very  firs t game a t the 
Buttons Bay gym nasium  years 
ago.

H e’s enjoyed officiating 
some of the s ta te ’s m ost well- 
known sta rs — Draymond 
G reen (Saginaw, MSU and now 
with the Golden State W ar­
riors, Shane B attier (form er 
D etroit Country Day and Duke 
standout who won an NBA 
championship w ith the Miami

Heat) and Jason Richardson 
(Saginaw A urthur Hill grad 
who sta rred  at MSU and 
played professionally).

Favors also had the oppor­
tunity  to officiate the last bas­
ketball gam e played inside his 
alm a m ater at Lathrup just 
this past February. The Char­
gers played distric t rival 
Southfield; the two schools will 
consolidate starting  next year.

“Fve got to say tha t was 
p retty  sentim ental fo r m e,” 
Favors said. “It was g reat that 
I was allowed the opportunity 
to re fe ree  w here I played. For 
the school to be closing, it was 
a g rea t honor for m e to be 
there for the last tim e.”

No ejections
Among the few low lights. 

Favor recalls an instance early 
in his ca reer when a spectator 
th reatened  him and his crew  
out in the parking lot following 
a  junior varsity  football game. 
H e’s also quick to point out 
that while he’s handed out his 
share of technical fouls, he’s 
never ejected  a  coach from  a 
game.

One other aspect of officiat­
ing which bothers Favors is 
the lack of quality refe rees 
who are  available for both the 
boys and girls games since a 
lawsuit forced the MHSAA to 
conduct the seasons a t the 
sam e time. Previously, the 
girls played in fall and the 
boys in winter.

“I think you had m ore qual­
ified officials who w ere able to 
do the girls gam es before the 
lawsuit,” he said. “The girls 
had their own time. Now you 
have to think about all the 
games going on.

“Boys and girls a re  playing 
in the sam e season. One league 
plays boys on one day and in 
another league the girls may 
play on the sam e day. There 
are  ju st not enough officials to 
go around and call the games.

“I mean, there  are enough 
people, but not the quality of 
refe rees,” he added. “I t’s not 
that the quality of refereeing  
has gone down, but it’s tha t the 
ability to have quality officials 
has changed. The availability 
of the top-tier guys to work the 
gam es is m ore difficult now.”

The good tim es have cer­
tainly outnum bered the bad 
tim es and Favors still loves 
what he’s doing. While he usu­
ally pockets $60 p er varsity  
game, which is lower than 
some parts of the sta te  and the 
country, it’s not about the mon­
ey. I t’s m ore about making 
friends and, like the officials 
he adm ired in high school, 
giving back to the sport he 
loves.

’’I’ve worked in pristine 
conditions. I’ve worked in not 
so pristine conditions,” Favors 
said. ’’I’ve been to the scariest 
areas of any city and I’ve been 
to the greatest suburbs. I ’ve 
put a lot of miles on the car.

“The biggest thing over the 
years is I ’ve gained a lot of 
friends and associates through 
officiating. It’s like a bro ther­
hood, a fraternity . Once you 
forge a relationship with your 
fellow referees, it carries over,

“I t’s not about the money,” 
he added. “I t’s about the kids, 
being active and staying in­
volved. And, for me, it’s really 
about the game I ’ve loved all 
my life.”

mailto:t5mith@hometownlife.com
mailto:t5mith@hometowniife.com
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2015-16
ALL-OBSERVER
GIRLS
BOWLING
TEAM

FIRST TEAM
Julia Huren, John Glenn: Fueled 

by a regional-best 
game of 258, Huren 
knocked down 
1,279 pins in six 
games to  place 
second behind only 
Farmington's 
Candyce Bradley 

(1,290). She then placed second in 
the Division 1 state meet individual 
tournament, closing out a stellar 
career that has led to a scholarship 
at Arkansas State University, one of 
the top women's collegiate pro­
grams In the country.
"Julia is not only our best bowler, 
but she's our best bowler under 
pressure, and that's what it takes to  
do well at the state tournament," 
said coach Ralph Cabildo. "She is 
coached by a former professional, 
Aleta Sill; and when you have a 
coach like that, it's going to  make a 
difference.
"Julia has everything it takes to  be 
successful. She's athletic, she's smart, 
and she owns six to  eight bowling 
balls that she'll bring to  the lanes, 
using the one that is best for the 
conditions."

Candyce Bradley, 
Farm. Unified:
Bradley was named 
the team MVP for 
the third straight 
year after winning 
the regional cham­
pionship at Super 

Bowl and reaching the state semi­
finals. She was the No. 2 qualifier in 
the state singles tournament.
Bradley had the top average in the 
OAA for the third year in a row at 
211 and was named to the all-league 
first team. She had a career-high 
best game of 275, and her highest 
season series was 486.
"Candyce is an even better team­
mate and role model than she is a 
bowler," coach Dennis Hermani said. 
"The sky is the lim it for this young 
lady when it comes to  bowling, but 
her leadership and commitment to 
the team are what set her apart. 
"Candyce is all class and sports­
manship at all times. It carries over 
into the classroom where she carries

a 3.25 GPA in the IB program."
Katie Worden, 
Farm. Unified:
Worden qualified 
for state w ith a 
third-place finish in 
the Division 1 re­
gional at Super 
Bowl, and she

advanced to  the state quarterfinals 
w ith a fourth-place finish in the 
qualifying round.
She bowled a 175 average in 59 
games overall, and she had a 171 
average in league matches. She had 
a career-high game o f 257 at the 
state meet, and her high series of 
426 happened at the Cougar Classic 
in which she placed fifth. Worden 
will bowl for Pikeville University in 
Kentucky.
"Katie always shows up during the 
biggest matches and tournaments 
and has done so her whole career," 
coach Hermani said. "She won the 
Division 1 state singles JV champi­
onship last year.
"The jump to  varsity this year may 
have intimidated some but not 
Katie. She bowled well enough to 
finish as the ninth-best bowler in the 
state fo r Division 1."

Em ily Dietz, John 
Glenn: Dietz put 
the wraps on an 
outstanding career 
at John Glenn by 
placing ninth and 
earning an individ­
ual state-meet

berth w ith a pin total 1,043 at the 
Rockets' Division 1 regional tourna­
ment. Thanks In large part to Dietz 
and fellow seniors Huren and Ashley 
Kolb, the Rockets went unbeaten in 
dual matches over the past four 
seasons.
Dietz has earned a scholarship to 
bowl for Youngstown State Univer­
sity, an emerging Division 1 college 

program.

-  ̂ m  Meghan Macu- 
novich, Canton:
The junior had 
another remark- 

, M\ consistent
J j l  season, averaging
lA W  JwyL just under 195 pins 

for 28 league
games including a high game o f 251. 
Macunovich reached the Division 1 
state finals for the third straight year 
thanks to  her six-game score of 1,097 
at regionals before finishing 17th a 
week later at the finals with a 1,161 
tally.
"Meghan is a great asset to  the 
team," coach Kristin Truszkowski 
said. "She is constantly working to 
better her own game; and plays an 
important role in helping her team­

mates."
SECOND TEAM

Rachel Doran, 
Farm. Unified:
Doran, who aver­
aged 186 for the 
season in 56 games, 
had her best per­
formances In tour­
naments, finishing 

second three times and third once. 
She was fourth in the regional sin­
gles competition and qualified for 
the state meet.
Doran had 25 games of 190 or bet­
ter, giving her 49 over the past two 
seasons. Her high game was 246, her 
high series a 454. She is an all-state 
nominee again after being named 
to  the third team last year.

"This young lady has a very bright 
future in bowling, and we are fortu­
nate to  have her back in the No. 4 
spot o f our rotation next year," 
coach Hermani said.

Ashley Kolb, John 
’  ~ Glenn: A four-year

varsity standout, 
Kolb placed sev­
enth at the Rock­
ets' Division 1 
regional event with 
a pin total o f 1,058. 

She was a mainstay in the Rockets' 
back-to-back state-qualifying team 
efforts. Kolb has earned an athletic 
scholarship to  bowl for Youngstown 
State University beginning next 
season.

Em ily Zalenko, N. 
Farm ington:
Zalenko averaged 
175.6 pins per 
match and had a 
high game o f 255. 
She made the 
Mercy all-tourna­

ment team w ith a fourth-place 
finish. She placed 11th in the Oak­
land County event. As a team cap­
tain, she was an exemplary team 
leader, according to  coach Mike 
Horner
"Emily was always one o f the first to  
practice every day and worked 
extremely hard at improving all 
aspects o f her game," he said. "She 
was our anchor bowler and battled 
it out against opposing teams' best 
bowlers all season.

"We are thrilled that she has anoth­
er year to  represent North Farming- 
ton. and she has already been 
named one of our captains for next 
season."
Kayla Thompson, Wayne: Thomp­
son placed 12th at the Zebras' Divi­
sion 2 regional tournament w ith a 
pin total o f 1,011.
Christina O'Harris, Wayne: O'Har­
ris placed 13th at the Zebras' Division

1 regional tournament w ith a six- 
game pin total o f 994.

THIRD TEAM 
Rachel Lopez, 
Salem: The Rocks' 
captain was a 
standout all year, 
and helped her 
team finish third at 

the team regionals to  earn a spot at 
the team state finals in history.
Lopez averaged 170 during the 
regular season and placed 11th at 
individual regionals with a 1,019 
tally.
"Rachel was a true team leader, and 
dedicated to  her role," coach Kathie 
Hahn said. "She kept her team 
involved together on the lanes and 
outside of the bowling alley."
Lopez also was a scholar-athlete 
involved in National Honor Society, 
Student o f Salem Athletics (SOSA) 

and Link Crew. 
Marissa Bruni, N. 
Farm ington: The 
sophomore bowled 
an averaged of 173 
per match and had 
a high game of 
253. Bruni made 

the Mercy and Oakland County 
all-tournament teams w ith fifth - and 
seventh-place finishes, respectively. 
"Marissa has blossomed into an 
exceptional bowler who came to  us 
just last season w ith no prior experi­
ence," Horner said. "She is an in­
tense competitor who never stops 
working to  improve.
"Her hard work at practice is a 
continuous example for all o f her 
teammates. She has unlimited up­

side potential." 

Heather Lillys- 
tone, Mercy: 
Lillystone carried a 
165 average in 
Catholic League 
matches and tour­
naments. She is a 
three-year varsity 

starter and was named the all­
league first team.
She made the Mercy all-tournament 
team w ith a 562 series and was the 
runner-up in the league singles 
tournament w ith a four-game total 
o f 742.
Lillystone was a team captain and 
was named to  the academic All-

A L L -O B S E R V E R  
G IR L S  B O W U N G  

F IR S T  T EA M
Julia Huren, $r., John Glenn 

Candyce Bradley, jr.. Farm. Unified 
Katie Worden, sr.. Farm. Unified 

Emily Dietz, sr., John Glenn 
Meaghan Macunovich, jr., Canton 

S EC O N D  T EA M  
Rachel Doran, soph., Fam. Unified 

Ashley Kolb, sr., John Glenn 
Christina O'Harris, sr., Wayne Mem. 
Kayla Thompson, jn, Wayne Mem. 
Emily Zalenko, jr„ N. Farmington 

TH IRD  T EA M  
Rachel Lopez, sr., Salem 

Marissa Bruni, soph., N. Farmington 
Heather Lillystone, sr., Mercy 

Maddy Vance, jr.. Farm. Unifi^  
Shaetyn Wojewski, sr.. Wayne Mem. 

Katherine Kehoe sr.. Salem 
H O N O R A B LE  M EN T IO N S  

M ercy ; Bridget Furlong, Lilian Lebed- 
nick; N . F a rm in g to n : Varisha EssanL 
Ashlynn Toies; F a rm ir> gton -H arriso n : 
Courtney Pyle, Ryiie Gr^in; P ly m o u th : 
Madatyn Harden; S a le m ; Brynna Samuels; 
C a n to n : Emily K adc R e d fo rd  U n io n : 
Mia Sopko.

Catholic team.
M addy Vance, 
Farm. Unified:

w .l Vance finished her 
5 -*- ««■ '  i  first year on varsity

w ith a 171 average 
in 49 games, in­
creasing the num­
ber by 17 pins. She 

had a high game of 225 in the re­
gional tournament and a high series 
of 424 in the Cougar Classic in which 
she placed ninth overall.
"Her OAA average of 174 was the 
12th best in the league and earned 
Maddy a spot on the All-OAA sec­
ond team," coach Hermani said.
"This is an amazing start for a young 
lady who had no varsity experience, 
but she did have a fifth-place finish 
to her credit at the JV states last 
year."

Shaeiyn W ojewski, W ayne: Wo­
jewski placed 16th at the Zebras' 
Division 1 regional tournament with 

a six-game pin total 
o f 991.
Katherine Kehoe, 
Salem: A four-year 
member o f the 
Rocks' varsity, 
Kehoe averaged 
163 during the 

regular season and contributed to  
the team qualifying for states w ith a 
third-place tally o f 3,483.

A t individual regionals, hosted by 
Super Bowl in Canton, she registered 
a 916 score to  finish 27th.
"Katherine was such a consistent 
bowler her four years she was on 
the varsity team," Hahn said. "She 
respected and helped her team­
mates w ith their game and always 
did it In a fun way."

R U ’s  V a d n a i s  a  s t a t e - q u a l i f i e r
- ' I S

v v _  r , **■«*■'■'*» 

T

Bedford Union wrestler Kenny Vadnais, pictured w ith  Panther coaches Rankin and Colon at the Palace of Auburn Hills last month, qualified fo r the Division 2 
state individual wrestling meet by placing fourth at the Panthers' individual regional tournament.

SPORTS BRIEFS
Redford/Livonia Little 
League 'Play Catch' event

The inaugural Redford/ 
Livnia “Play Catch Day” will be 
held Saturday from  11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Redford Union High 
School baseball field.

Donations of all kinds of 
baseball equipm ent will be 
accepted to donate to young­
ste rs  whose fam ilies can’t af­
ford gloves, bats and cleats.

All donors will receive a 
raffle ticket and a chance to 
win a prize.

People are  also encouraged 
to bring a fam ily m em ber to 
the event and play catch.

Hot dogs and refreshm ents 
will be provided by the Red­

ford/Livonia Little League.

Senior golf
A registration  and business 

m eeting for the Livonia Senior 
M en’s Golf Association will be 
held Saturday, April 23, a t the 
Livonia Senior Center, which is 
located a t 15218 Farm ington 
Rd. in Livonia.

R egistration is set to begin 
at 8:30 a.m. with the m eeting 
com m encing at 9 a.m.

M em bership is open to all 
men aged 59 or older, regard­
less of residency. The regis­
tration  fee is $30, which in­
cludes a  m eal at the aw ards 
banquet and a gift.

Questions can be directed to 
Tony Amadori, who can be

reached a t 734-261-4718; or you 
can visit golflivonia.com and 
click on the “senior m en” golf 
tab.

Stevenson 
pom clinic

The Livonia Stevenson varsi­
ty pompon program  wiU host a 
clinic on Saturday, April 9, for 
students who are  curren tly  in 
grades firs t through 11th.

The clinic will run from  9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Stevenson 
field house. Check-in will begin 
at 8:30 a.m.

The clinic fee of $30 in­
cludes a light snack and T-shirt 
for clinic participants.

The clinic will be instructed 
by m em bers of the Stevenson

coaching sta ff and cu rren t pom 
athletes.

For m ore inform ation, con­
tac t Stevenson varsity  pom 
coach Shaylyn Sikorski a t ste- 
vensonvarsitypom@gmail.com 
or 248-880-1881.

GC volleyball coach 
needed

The G arden City High 
School volleyball program  is 
searching for a junior varsity  
head coach.

For more inform ation or to 
subm it a resum e, contact G ar­
den City High School athletic 
d irecto r Rob Phillips a t 734- 
762-8363 or philUr@gardenci- 
tyschools.com .

THURSTON
Continued from Page B1

and play th ird  when 
Benoit is e ither catching 
or pitching, Snell said.

The Eagles’ defense 
will be anchored by ju ­
nior cen ter fie lder Shal- 
fontae Phillips, who can 
also play ca tcher and 
pitch.

“Shalfontae is a 
strong kid who plays 
with a  lot of intensity,” 
said Snell. “H e has really 
good speed. He played 
up as a sophomore last 
year, and it took him a 
while to get used to the 
speed of the varsity  
game, but he had a really 
good second half for us.”

Junior Joshua Jones, 
who excelled for Thur­
ston’s junior varsity  
squad last spring, will 
play a bulk of the innings 
a t firs t base.

“Joshua got called up 
last year to play in some 
doubleheaders, so he got 
a  taste  of what it’s like,” 
said Snell. “H e’s strong 
and has a p retty  quick 
bat. H e’s getting better 
every day at scooping up 
low throw s in the d irt.”

Charles Thpley has 
earned the role of sta rt­
ing second basem an 
a fte r  transferring  to 
Thurston from  Macomb 
Dakota.

“Charles is a great 
addition to our team ,” 
Snell said. “H e’s a travel 
baseball player who 
really understands the 
gam e.”

O ther than Phillips 
playing center, the Ea­
gles’ outfield situation is 
unsettled, with several 
candidates — including 
Bobby Schutter, Joel 
Greene, Daemon Agee, 
R ichard Nixon and Quin- 
tin R ichards — in the 
mix to earn  some time.

“I t’s going to come 
down to who can catch 
the ball consistently out 
there ,” Snell said. “Some 
of these guys can hit the 
ball, but defense has 
been an issue.”

ewright^hom etownlife.com
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L o n g - h i t t i n g  S p a y d  b r i n g s  p a r  5 s  t o  t h e i r  k n e e s

Ed W rig h t
Staff W riter

W hether he’s teeing up a 
golf ball or a slap shot, Livonia 
Churchill senior Sam Spayd 
usually finds the sw eet spot.

A four-year m em ber of the 
C hargers’ hockey program , 
and a KLAA Kensington Con­
ference golf champion his 
junior season, Spayd has m as­
tered  the sw eeping-arc swing 
that both sports demand.

“A lot of my golf swing was 
developed through playing 
hockey,” said Spayd, who en­
te rs  the 2016 high school golf 
season as the C hargers’ No. 1 
player. “I t’s a  lot easier fo r a 
hockey player to becom e a 
decent golfer than a baseball 
player, ju st because of the 
sim ilar swing patterns.”

Spayd sta rted  enjoying both 
sports when he was very  
young, although hockey ruled 
his “favorite sport” list until he 
approached middle school.

“I sta rted  playing hockey 
when I w as little; it was my 
firs t love when it cam e to 
sports while 1 was growing 
up,” he said. “My dad and 
grandpa a re  both golfers, and 
my grandpa has a cabin Up 
North, so I’d tag along with 
them  when they played during 
the summer.

“I didn’t get serious about 
golf until I was about 11 o r 12. 
That’s when 1 sta rted  to put

together a pret- 
ty  good swing. I 
enjoy it because 
you can see the '  
im provem ent 
through the 
amount of work 
you put in.” Spayd

Spayd is ca­
pable of launch­
ing some moon-shot drives, 
especially when the wind is at 
his back (iike it usually is) on 
his favorite hole at W hispering 
Willows Golf Course — the par 
5 first.

“I like tha t hole because I 
can get pre tty  aggressive off 
the tee  and then, hopefully, hit 
a  wedge into the green,” he 
said. “If  th e re ’s a  part of my 
gam e I ’m try ing  to improve.
I ’d say it would be my putting. 
I ’m not a horrible putter, bu t I 
know I can save m yself a few 
shots here and there  on the 
g reens.”

Spayd’s m ost-spectacular 
round — at least in a high 
school competition — cam e 
last spring when he shot a 
one-under 71 at Walnut Creek 
Country Club during the Ken­
sington Conference tourna­
ment.

“I ’ve shot low er rounds than 
one-under before, but that was 
probably my best round be­
cause of the conditions and 
w hat was at stake,” he said. 
“The wind was gusting at like 
30 miles an hour, but I was able

CHRIS G U D D ECK

Churchill senior Sam Spayd watches a drive sail down the fairway during a 
match last season.

to keep it steady and m ake a lot ing in severai junior tour tour- 
of pars.” naments.

Spayd keeps his game sharp “I don’t play in a tourna- 
during the sum m er by compet- m ent every week, but I play as

many as I can,” he said.
A caddie at Oakland Hills 

Country Club, Spayd is plan­
ning to attend Schooicraft 
College for one year before 
transferring  to F erris State 
University.

While Spayd’s goal is to play 
golf a t both schools, his No. 1 
mission will be to thrive in the 
classroom.

“Last year I learned a huge 
lesson when 1 becam e (aca­
dem ically) ineligible toward 
the end of the golf season,” 
Spayd revealed, with re fresh ­
ing candor. “It hurt me a lot, 
and I hurt my team.

“My experience last year 
m otivated me this year to do a 
lot b e tte r and to put in m ore of 
an effo rt when it cam e to aca­
demics. My grades have im­
proved this year. I wish I 
would have applied m yself 
m ore sooner, but b e tte r late 
than never.

‘T v e  applied the lesson 1 
learned from  this to all parts of 
my life. It has helped me grow 
as a person.”

Spayd will pursue a degree 
in p ro fession^  golf m anage­
m ent in college.

“I ’ve had a few lessons here 
and there, but I’m p re tty  much 
a self-taught player,” he added. 
“I ’d love to continue to stay in 
golf and tu rn  it into a  career if 
I can.”

ewright@hometownlife.com

HIGH SCH O O L  
B A S EB A L L

Panthers 
drop opener 
to H arrison

Ed W rig h t
Staff W riter

All things considered, 
Friday afternoon’s 16-2 sea­
son-opening setback to Far­
mington Hills H arrison 
w asn’t a total loss for Red- 
ford Union’s baseball team.

“Usually you can learn 
m ore by losing 16-2 than you 
can by winning 16-2,” said 
RU head coach Bob Miller, 
looking at the glass-is-half- 
full side. “We led 2-1 heading 
into the th ird  inning, but 
then our pitching and de­
fense fell apart, to say the 
least.

“Tommie Lewis and 
Brendan Kerkhof had nice 
RBI hits and Brendan 
pitched wen the firs t two 
innings. We were without 
two of our best players — 
Jacob Gagnon and Brandon 
P ra tt, who are  hurt — so 
w e’re  hoping to get them  off 
the DL (disabled list) la ter 
this week.”

P atrio ts roll
Livonia Franklin made 

short work of visiting Dear­
born High, 16-1, R iesday 
afternoon in the season­
opening game for both 
teams.

In a rem atch  of last May’s 
Division 1 distric t final 
game on the Pioneers’ field, 
the Patriots plated six runs 
in the second and th ird  in­
nings before ending the 
game in m ercy-rule fashion 
with a four-run fourth.

Jon Montie pitched all 
four innings for the Patriots, 
striking out five while scat­
tering  five hits and one 
walk. Shining at the dish for 
the winners w ere Jay  Hop- 
son (l-for-2, two RBI), H arri­
son M errill (2-for-3, two 
RBI), Ryan Prohaska (3- 
for-4, five RBI) and Adrian 
Reed, who went l-for-3 with 
three ribbies.

W arrio rs w in
Lutheran Westland 

opened its season Hiesday 
with a 12-2 trium ph over 
Canton Prep. Jordan Wil­
liams delivered on the 
mound (five-inning one- 
h itter with 11 strikeouts and 
no walks) and at the plate, 
going 2-for-3 with an RBI.

Additional offensive 
sta rs for the winners w ere 
Andy Faith (3-for-3, two 
runs), Je rem y  Orme (2-for-2, 
two runs, RBI), Kory Barik- 
mo (2-for-2, three steals) and 
D rake Snyder, who had 
th ree hits and th ree  RBI.

Church ill edged
NorthviUe outlasted Livo­

nia Churchill, 5-3, in the 
season opener for the Char­
gers.

Joe Hartley and Jon Ho- 
verm ale led the Churchill 
offensive attack  with two 
hits a piece.

HIGH SCH O O L S O C C ER  O PEN ER

WINTRY CLASSIC
Stevenson, Churchill tie 1-1 
in bone-chilling conditions

Ed W rig h t
sta ff  W riter

Thesday night’s season-open­
ing Livonia rivalry match fea­
turing host Stevenson and Chur­
chill was like a breath of fresh 
air for local girls soccer fans.

Make that a breath  of fresh, 
cold air.

In a  contest that showcased 
some of Observerland’s most 
jaw-dropping talent — Steven­
son’s Kennedy Thurlow was a 
human highlight reel on a few 
secon d -h if rushes while Chur­
chill keeper Brittney Hayes 
deUvered a couple out-of-this- 
world saves — the Spartans and 
Chargers dueled to a 1-1 draw.

Although the sun shone 
brightly throughout the game, 
the players endured chilly con­
ditions as a gusting southern 
wind suppressed the wind chill 
to finger-numbing levels.

The action-packed game 
wasn’t decided until 20 seconds 
rem ained on the second-half 
clock when Stevenson’s Jessie 
Wagner ripped a 15-yard bender 
that clanked off the right post.

A pinball-Uke sequence fol­
lowed in the 18-yard box with 
Churchill players urging their 
defensive team m ates to “Get it 
out!,” which they ultimately did 
as the horn sounded.

“Even though I was extrem e­
ly happy with the girls’ effort, 
the result was a little unsatis­
fying just because we only got 
98 percent of the job done,” said 
new Stevenson coach Ken Shin- 
gledecker, who was engineering 
the Spartans for the first time 
in an official game. “We created 
a lot of scoring opportunities 
and at tim es we w ere really 
clicking, but we couldn’t  quite 
finish.”

The Spartans hit the metal 
parts of the goal four times, but 
the aU-important mesh part just 
once, thanks largely to the su­
perb play of Hayes, who turned 
away 20 shots.

H ayes received plenty of 
help, too, from  back-liners Syl­
via Cervantes, Ehzabeth Ruben- 
son, Hannah Damico and Loren 
Kruger, among others.

In addition to Thurlow, Shin- 
gledecker praised the play of 
center-back Jenna Thom, mid­
fielders Paige Ackman and 
Megan Verant, and senior keep­
e r  Hannah Reamer, whose 
three-save perform ance was 
deceptively brilliant.

“TO enever things did get 
dangerous back there, Jenna 
stepped up and calmed it 
down,” said Shingledecker.
“And sometimes the toughest 
job on a  cold night like tonight 
is for the keeper who’s not get­
ting a lot of action. She has to 
stay sharp when the shots do 
come because it only takes one 
to get past her to change the 
game.”

The only time Ream er had to 
fish a  ball out of the net cam e in 
the gam e’s 19th minute when 
Sara Ihylor somehow wedged a

ED W RIGHT

Stevenson's Kennedy Thurlow (left) motors upheld w ith  the ball w ith  Churchill's Addison Mussen In hot pursuit.

the left wing. Mussen had 
chased down a spot-on pass 
from  Taylor, who was streaking 
through the heart of the pitch.

ED W RIGHT

Churchill junior defender Sylvia Cervantes stymied a Stevenson threat w ith  
a heads-up play as Allvla Kondrath looks on.

20-yard free kick ju st to the 
right of a four-player Stevenson 
wall and a few inches inside the 
right post to but the Chargers 
ahead, 1-0.

The free kick was generated 
when Thylor broke free with the 
ban down the middle of the 
field before colliding with 
Reamer, who dove to secure the 
ball.

The Spartans knotted the 
game at 1-1 when Audrey Kopitz 
roped home a penalty kick 4:30

until the half after Thurlow was 
fouled in the box before she 
could get a shot off while zig­
zagging through traffic.

“Kennedy is dynamic with 
the ball, and the play she was 
fouled on was typ ic^  of what 
she can do,” Shingledecker said.

Ream er’s biggest moment 
unfolded with just over seven 
minutes to play when she suc­
cessfully ventured out of the 
crease to stuff a threat by Chur- 
chni’s Addison Mussen along

G C tie s  G ab rie l R ichard
Garden City battied host Ann 

Arbor Gabriel Richard to a 2-2 
draw  in the season opener for 
both teams.

“For the first game of the 
season, I thought we played 
solid, especially considering we 
only trained once since Spring 
B reak last week,” said GC head 
coach Je ff Syzpula. “It was a 
good, back-and-forth game 
between two evenly-matched 
team s.”

The Cougars struck first 
approximately 15 minutes into 
the contest when Ashley Hahn 
corralled a pass from Chelsea 
Booker about 14 yards out and 
ripped a shot into the upper-left 
corner of the net.

A fter Gabriel Richard drew 
even at 1-1, GC’s Brooke Collins 
delivered a soft pass (while 
getting fouled) to Alyssa H ur­
ley, who punched home the 
visitors’ second net-finder.

The hosts netted the equaliz­
e r  about one minute later.

Junior keeper Tatum Spears 
played well for the Cougars, 
turning away eight shots, Szyp- 
ula estimated.

“Tatum played really well; 
three or four of her saves were 
pretty  dangerous shots and she 
went out and challenged them,” 
Szypula said.

ewright@hometownlife.com

mailto:ewright@hometownlife.com
mailto:ewright@hometownlife.com
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P rofessional

all your needs...

Lawn & Ganlen CareI w f
TIAA EAAORY LAW N S E R V IC E  Own­
er Open, wkiv/sesoni, aeration & 
dethatching, pre-est. 734-777-7529

Furniture & 
Household Items

Dining table seats 8. , Manufacturer 
Fine Furniture. Perfect condition. 
Transitional. Retail S8000.00. G or­
man's price matched at $5000.00. 
Asking $1500.00. , (248)719-0181 
arelna9 ied c0mcast.net

Two mofching sofas. 34hx38wx90L 
Priced to sell. Black Herculine. $200 
both Irg m atching pillows 734-664-7047

General Merchandise

Real Estate

starting fresh...

K IL L  B E D  B U G S !!!
Buy H arris Bed Bug K illers/K IT  

Hardware Stores,
The Home Depot, homedepot.com

IN K S T E R  
G reat Volue

2 bdrm viny l ronch, bsmt 
w/possible 3rd bdrm & L a v . Oak 
Kitchen w/dishwcsher, 2 cor GA, 

C A  $11,000
A  lot of Home for the Money 

1,685 sq ft ranch home, form al din­
ing 8i living room, mud room or 

den, finsh bsmt w/full both 8< fire- 
ploce $15,840

Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

Artistic Painting & Custom Design
25 yrs E xp . •Com m erciol •Residen- 
t io l ‘ F re e  Estim ates 313.247.1831k

Painting By Robert • Wollpaper 
Removal 'In te rio r 'E x te rio r*  Piaster/ 
Dryw all Repair 'Stain ing. 40 yrs exp 
F re e  E st! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

R E D F O R D  
G reat C orner Lot

3 bdrm bungalow, dining rm  off 
kitchen, bsmt, fenced yord $39,000 

Century 21 Costelli 734-525-7900

Great Buys We toke unwanted guns off your 
hands. Whether it's due to 

inheritonce, tack of interest, sofetv 
concerns or etc. We provide o F R E E  

fireorm s collection service. 
Federally licensed & police officer 
owned, visit www.MetroGuns.org  

We also buy guns.

W E S T L A N D  
Hot New Listing

Alm ost totollv remodeled 3 bdrm  
1,169 sq ft ranch, L R  w/unique troy 

celling, fobulous BA , F a m  Rm  
w/doorwall to yord, 2 ca r  G A , CA  

$65,000
Century 21 Costelli 734-52S-7900

Real Estate

South Lyon Living E state  Sale. 61745 
Volley Forge Dr. 41 Apr 8, 9-4 Apr 9, 
8-3 See estatesoles.net listing for pics,

Westlond Sat. 4/9- Sun 4/10 10am-6pm 
Sofa bed, choirs, desk, antique bed. 
dryer & M O R E ! 34154 Fountoin Blvd. 
lot 10 in Holidoy Pork Coop Condos.

^33 Garage-Tag Sale

Tues. April 1 ...........
Wed. April 13, 9-5. Bag sole, Noon-S. 

45201 North Territoriol.

Careers

new beginnings.

General

A partm ents & Lofts

Adop* 1''°

find a new friend...

Domestic Pets

Automotive

SELLER S

B U I C K
hos immeaiote openings for a 

•Certified  Tech  
(A S E  Certification preferoble) 

• Q u ic k  L u b e  T e c h n ic ia n  
'B u sin e ss Developm ent 
Center Representative  

Apply in person:
38000 G rand  R iver Ave. 

Farm ington Hills

C L E A N E R S  for aportment 
com plexes in the metro Detroit area. 
Must hove relioble transportation, 
driver's license and auto insuronce. 
$9.00 per hour. Must be able to stort 
at 7:00 AM . Call 734-427-4343 Or 
em ail; w ecareGoristocratltd.com

COOK
Experienced  

Im mediate Openings 
at Beautiful Assisted  

Living Faciiity  In Westlond. 
Benefits available. 

P leo sefax  resum e: (248)350-9083

E N H A N C E  Y O U R  A D  
W IT H  A  P H O T O

You can add photos to your clossified  
ads to show what you are selling, in 
additian ta ad copy. Ads will oppear 
whenever you want them to run, un­

der the clossification you choose. The 
cost for the photo will be $10, plus the 
cost of the ad copy based on the num­
ber of lines used. Em oil or moil your 
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for oddresses. 
Photos will not be returned. Prepay­
ment required/no refunds. To ploce 

your od & get more info coll : 
M IC H IG A N .C O M  

O b s e rv e r  & E c c e n t r ic  
800-579-7355 

Mon, thru F r i . ,  8:30-5pm 
Some restrictions moy opply

H O L ID A Y  M A R K E T  CAN TO N
is hiring full/port tim e help in these 

departments: scanning coordinator, 
experience preferred, kitchen, meat, 
deli and artisan bread house full/part 
time, scratch bakery experience and 
cake decorator needed. Apply in 
person, 520 S. L illey, Canton. Ask for 
department mgr. at service counter.

L A B O R E R  & M A IN T E N A N C E
Swimming pool co. offering outdoor 

physical work. T o p  dollar poid.
(248) 477-7727

. - - Senior Com m unity.
2 yrs exp. Good sales, marketing  

& communication skills. Must love 
seniors! Excellent Benefits, 

email resume to: huntllcGaol.com

..... ............
SIO N, B L A C K IS H  S T R IP E D  M A L E  
T A B B Y  N A M ED  B E A M E R  - 10 Y R S  
O LD , IS L B S  FR O N T  D E C L A W E D , 
INDOOR C A T , F R IE N D L Y , M ISS­
IN G S IN C E  E A S T E R  SU N D A Y  
N IG H T. P L E A S E  H E L P  US F IN D  
HIM. REW ARD /D O N ATIO N  FO R  
HIS R E T U R N . (734)740-4899

Pet Senrices

LEGAL SECRETARY
The Low  F irm  of 

Bernstein & Bernstein
has a s immediote opening for a 

professional legal secretory in our

legal documents, oleodings and 
court procedures. Candidate must 
hove 2-F years of personal injury  
litigation. Must be proficient in 
Microsoft Word. Knowledge of 
Needles software is beneficial. 

Position is full tim e with sa lary  and 
benefits. Pleose send resum e to: 

slovelaceOiawfirm ofbernstein.com

LOW  CO ST V E T  V A C C IN E  
W E L L N E S S  C L IN IC  

TSC  -  W H IT E  L A K E  
10150 Highland Rd.Sun. April 10th, 

4PM-6;30PM 3yeor Rabies, $16, 
Heortworm Test, S19. Skin. E a r  & 

E y e  exam s avail. 313-686-5701

L IN E  CO O K S, Must have I yr. exp. 
D ISH W A SH ER S & BA R B A CK S

Port or Full-Tim e.
Pleose coll Seen: 734-469-6545

M AIDS - Local cleaning company 
looking for pert tim e help. Plymouth 
Canton area. Must be availab le to 
work 9am-3pm. hove transportation 
and poss a background check. Willing 
to troin. Call 734-710 )̂434

Assorted

all kinds of things

/Appliances
R E F R IG E R A T O R S  $150 & uplRonge, 

washer/drver $125 4  u p ! 90 dav 
w orronry/deliverv!Coll: (734) 796-3472

Livonia-Glen Eoton Lutheron 
M emoriol Pork Cem etery. 4 plots 
avail, in 744/Block 8. Coll for info 

651-592-4386

M A IN T E N A N C E  S U R P E R V tS O R  
M A IN T E N A N C E  T E C H  

& L E A S IN G  C O N SULTA N T/  
C L E A N E R

Exp'd- M ointenance Supervisor &
3 Mointenance Techs needed to 

work at one of our busy apartment 
communities in Waterford , 
Deorborn Heights ond Northville. 
Knowledge in oil aspects of mainte­
nance ond must be HVAC Certified  
Freon Recovery. Must hove basic 
electricol ond plumbing skills , obili- 
ty to trouble shoot, shored em ergen­
cy on-coll pager, general pool main­
tenance ond snow removol. Compet­
itive sa lary  and benefits included. 
Also hiring o full-time dependable 
person to ossist the Monoger in 
managing, maintoining and clean­
ing at an opt com munity in West- 
land. Must love to clean. Benefits. 

azednikGyorkcommunities.com  
Fox resum e: (248) 358-3779 

248-363-5443 Waterford
313-274-4765 Dearborn Heights
248-349-6612 Northville

H you're selling an item for $50 or 
less run your ad under Cheap Stuff 

A T A S P E C IA L  R A T E '  
M ichigan .com  

O bserver & E cce n tr ic  
C o ll 800-579-7355!

•Some restrictions m ay oppiv

J] (gsjj daSMiD

_'xp Counter Help'
Meat Dept., Art of Bread & Deli 

Deli Dishwasher and G rocery Stock 
Pleose apply in person at:

33152 W. 7 Mile R d „ Livonio  
Or online at: ioesproduce.com

O F F IC E  H E L P  ■ Port Tim e
Computer, phone, register.

Apply in person of: 
Benson Building Supplies 

25018 Plymouth Rd, Redford. 
(313 ) 538-9300

FA R M IN G T O N  H IL L S  A N N G IE  
A P T S . F R E E  H E A T ! 1 bdrms from  
SS50. 9 Mile/Middlebelt 248-478-7489

Homes-Rent

. o rm in g to n .............................................
bo, Fam  rm , fned yard, gor, gas ht, 
hdwd firs , laundry rm , off-st pkg, 
cots allowed, smoll dogs allowed, 
Newly Refurbished! 22010 Spring- 
brook, Farm ington H ills, 48336 
(586)805-2300 panstett99Gyahoo.com

Livonia - 2br Newly Renov. Accepting  
Apps. no pets. S7S0 + util. Appli. inclu 
no Sec 8 734-260-2109 btw 10am-6pm

Transportation

best deal for you...

Autos W anted

E N H A N C E  Y O U R  A D  
W IT H  A  P H O T O

You con add photos to your classified  
ads to show what you are selling, In 
addition to od copy. Ads will appeor 
whenever you want them to run, un­

der the clossification you choose. The 
cost for the photo will be 510, plus the 
cost of fhe ad copy based on the num ­
ber of lines used. E m ail or moil your 
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Coll for addresses. 
Photos will not be returned. Prepay­
ment required/no refunds. To place 

your ad & get more info coll : 
M IC H IG A N .C O M  

O b s e rv e r  & E c c e n t r ic  
800-579-7355 

Mon. thru F ri. ,  B:30-5pm 
Some restrictions moy apply

H A N D IC A P 10 B E A U T IF U L  LOW  
F L R  M IN I VANS U N D E R  $15,000. 
C A L L  US IN LA N SIN G  517-230-8865

Find professional home 
Improvement servios providere In 
OfrB Media's CiasBlfled Services 

section every weeki

To advertise four bone InFtoramt&t 
unrleof, contact u e b

800-579-73S8
OasEivEx&Ea&m 
...................... MEDIA

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

N M L S # 3 0  Y r . P t s . 1 5  Y r . P t s .

1 s t  C h o i c e  M o r t g a g e  L e n d i n g 1 3 8 5 6 0 ( 7 3 4 )  4 5 9 - 0 7 8 2 3 . 5

A c c u r a t e  M o r t g a g e  S o l u t i o n s 1 6 4 5 1 1 ( 8 0 0 )  5 9 3 - 1 9 1 2 3 . 5 0 2 . 6 2 5 0

A P I  F i n a n c i a l 2 4 3 1 ( 8 7 7 )  2 3 4 - 0 6 0 0 3 . 4 9

A m e r i p l u s  M o r t g a g e  C o r p . 1 2 7 9 3 1 ( 2 4 8 )  7 4 0 - 2 3 2 3 3 . 5 0 2 . 6 2 5 0

D e a r b o r n  F e d e r a l  S a v i n g s  B a n k 3 9 9 7 2 1 ( 3 1 3 )  5 6 5 - 3 1 0 0 3 . 8 7 5

■-

i

S f io o iK
F i f th  T h i r d  B a n k 4 0 3 2 4 5 ( 8 0 0 )  7 9 2 - 8 8 3 0 3 . 6 2 5 0 3 0

R o s s  M o r t g a g e 1 0 7 7 1 6 ( 2 4 8 )  2 8 2 - 1 6 0 2 3 . 7 5 ■f T)
/ '-S''S* OBB

Z e a l  C r e d i t  U n io n 4 0 8 3 5 6 ( 7 3 4 )  4 6 6 - 6 1 1 3 3 . 7 5 0 . 2 5 3 0

A b o v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a s  o f  4 / 1 / 1 6  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e  a t  a n y t i m e .  R a t e s  a r e  b a s e d  (3n s 

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  l o a n  w i th  2 0 %  d o w n  & c r e d i t  s c o r e  o f  7 4 0  o r  a b o v e .  J u m b o  r a t e s ,  s p e c i f i c  p a y m e n t  

c a l c u l a t i o n  & m o s t  c u r r e n t  r a t e s  a v a i l a b l e  F r i d a y s  a f t e r  2 : 0 0  P .M . a t  w w w . r m c r 8 p o r t . c o m .

A ll L e n d e r s  a r e  E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t y  L e n d e r s .  L e n d e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  c a l l  ( 7 3 4 )  9 2 2 - 3 0 3 2

© 2 0 1 6  Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  

d e l i v e r e d  t o  y o u r  

f r o n t  d o o r .

F a r m i n g t o n  O b s e r v e r  

^ W a y n e - W e s t l a n d  O b s e r v e r  

G a r d e n  C i t y  O b s e r v e r  

R e d f o r d  O b s e r v e r  

L i v o n i a  O b s e r v e r  

C a n t o n  O b s e r v e r  

P l y m o u t h  O b s e r v e r  

S o u t h  O a k l a n d  E c c e n t r i c  

B i r m i n g h a m  E c c e n t r i c  

N o r t h v i l l e  R e c o r d  

S o u t h  L y o n  H e r a l d  

M i l f o r d  T i m e s  

N o v i  N e w G

F o r  H o m e  D e l i v e r y ,  c a l l

8 6 6 - 8 8 7 - 2 7 3 7
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

mailto:oeads@hometownlife.com
http://www.MetroGuns.org
http://www.rmcr8port.com
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H e l p i n g

Y O U

r e a c h  y o u r

P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R

W h e t h e r  y o u  w a n t ;  t o  
g e t  f i t  o r  

g e t  o r g a n i z e d —  
s a v e  m o n e y  d o i n g  i t  

w i t h
a n  O S . E  IN / le d ia  

c l a s s i f i e d  a d !

O u r  c l a s s i f i e d s  
W O R K O U T !

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic
M E D I Ah o m e t o w n I i f e . c o m
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Industry report: Home sales 
strong locally, in greater Midwest

Pending home sales rose 
solidly in February  to their 
highest level in seven months 
and rem ain higher than a year 
ago, according to the National 
Association of Realtors. Led 
by a sizable increase in the 
Midwest, all m ajor regions 
except for the N ortheast saw 
an increase in contract activ­
ity in February,

The Pending Home Sales 
Index, a forward-looking in­
dicator based on contract 
signings, rose 3.5 percen t to 
109.1 in February  from  a 
downwardly revised 105.4 in 
January  and is now 0.7 per­
cent above F ebruary  2015 
(108.3). Although the index has 
now increased year-over-year 
for 18 consecutive months, 
last m onth’s annual gain was 
the smallest.

R ichard Eisiminger, bro­
ker/ow ner at the RichRealty 
Group of downtown Plymouth, 
said, “I would definitely agree 
with the m arket being 
strong.” He and colleagues 
serve Canton-Plymouth- 
Northville-Novi, which he 
finds especially strong.

“Inventory is w hat’s driv­
ing the prices up. I t’s very  low. 
So good fo r sellers, not good 
for buyers,” E isim inger said.

Law rence Yun, NAR chief 
economist, says pending sales 
made prom ising strides in 
February, rising to the highest 
index reading since last July 
(109.8), “A fter some volatility 
this winter, the latest data is 
encouraging in that a decent 
num ber of buyers signed con­
trac ts  last month, lured by 
m ortgage ra tes dipping to 
their lowest levels in nearly  a 
year and a modest, seasonal 
uptick in inventory,” he said. 
“Looking ahead, the key for 
sustained m om entum  and 
m ore sales than last spring is 
a continuous stream  of new 
listings quickly replacing
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w hat’s being scooped up by a 
growing pool of buyers. With­
out adequate supply, sales will 
likely plateau.”

Eisim inger noted of low 
in terest rates, “It continues to 
bring us qualified buyers. We 
are staying very busy.”

Eisim inger com pares this 
m arket locally to those of the 
past two springs with “buyers 
in a good num ber and just 
tough too find good qualified 
homes.”

He said for a well-located 
home in turnkey condition, “It 
could be gone in a week for 
sure, m aybe less, with mul­
tiple offers.”

According to Yun, the one 
silver lining from  February’s 
noticeable slump in existing- 
home sales was that price 
appreciation lessened to 4.4 
percent, which is still above 
wage growth but certainly

m ore favorable than the 8.1 
percen t annual increase in 
January.

“Any fu rth er m oderation in 
prices would be a welcome 
developm ent this spring,” Yun 
said. “P articularly  in the West, 
w here it appears a segm ent of 
would-be buyers are  becom­
ing w ary of high asking prices 
and stiff  competition.”

Eisim inger noted it’s not 
good for prices to skyrocket 
“which comes back to 101 
supply and dem and.” He noted 
in 2005-06, a  seller could put 
on alm ost any price “and it 
would sell. We have to get up 
but maybe not so fast,” Eisim­
inger said of not repeating 
that e ra  this time.

According to the NAR, 
existing-home sales this year 
are  forecast to be around 5.38 
million, an increase of 2,4 
percen t from  2015. The nation­

al m edian existing-home price 
for all of this year is expected 
to increase betw een 4 percent 
and 5 percent. In 2015, exist­
ing-home sales increased 6.3 
percen t and prices rose 6.8 
percent.

The PHSI in the N ortheast 
declined 0.2 percen t to 94.0 in 
February, but is still 12.6 per­
cent above a  year ago. In the 
M idwest the index shot up 11.4 
percen t to 112.6 in February, 
and is now 2.5 percen t above 
February  2015.

Pending home sales in the 
South increased 2.1 percen t to 
an index of 122.4 in February  
but are  0.4 percen t lower than 
last February. The index in 
the West climbed 0.7 percent 
in F ebruary  to 96.4, but is now 
6.2 percen t below a year ago.

Staff writer Julie Brown 
contributed to this report.

Fire extinguisher can be a life-saver when used correctly
A portable fire extinguisher 

can save lives and property  by 
putting out a small fire or con­
taining it until the fire depart­
m ent arrives; but portable 
extinguishers have limitations. 
Because fire grows and 
spreads so rapidly, the No. 1 
priority  for residents is to get 
out safely.

Use a portable fire extin­
guisher when the fire is con­
fined to a small area, such as a 
w astebasket, and is not grow­
ing; everyone has exited the 
building; the fire departm ent 
has been called or is being 
called; and the room is not 
fMed with smoke.

To operate a fire extinguish­
er, rem em ber the word PASS:

» Pull the pin. Hold the ex-

GETTY IMAGES

U s e  a  p o r t a b l e  f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h e r  

w h e n  t h e  f i r e  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  a  s m a l l  

a r e a .

tinguisher with the nozzle 
» Pointing away from  you, 

and release the locking m echa­

nism.
» Aim low. Point the ex­

tinguisher a t the base of the 
fire.

» Squeeze the lever slowly 
and evenly.

» Sweep the nozzle from  
side-to-side.

» For the home, select a 
m ultipurpose extinguisher 
(can be used on aU types of 
home fires) that is large 
enough to put out a small fire, 
but not so heavy as to be diffi­
cult to handle,

» Choose a fire  extinguisher 
that carries the label of an 
independent testing laboratory.

» Read the instructions that 
come with the fire extinguish­
er and become fam iliar with its 
parts and operation before a

fire breaks out. Local fire 
departm ents or fire  equip­
m ent d istributors often 
o ffer hands-on f ire  extin­
guisher trainings.

» Install fire extinguish­
ers close to an exit and keep 
your back to a c lear exit 
when you use the device so 
you can m ake an easy es­
cape if the fire  cannot be 
controlled. If the room fills 
with smoke, leave immedi­
ately.

» Know when to go. F ire 
extinguishers a re  one ele­
m ent of a fire  response 
plan, but the p rim ary  ele­
m ent is safe escape. Every 
household should have a 
home fire  escape plan and 
working smoke alarm s.

Architectural 
control 

issue: best 
to ask lawyer

Q: The developer of our 
subdivision had architectural 
control responsibilities. He 
claims now that he has as­
signed that to the Board of 
Directors of the association. 
The board is trying to en­
force those requirements 
against us but I see nothing 
in writing that was recorded 
regarding the assignment. 
What do you think?

A: Based 
upon a recen t 
Michigan 
Court of Ap­
peals decision 
on sim ilar 
facts, the 
court held 
that a devel­
oper can as­
sign its rights 
under a re ­
stric tive  covenant to an HOA, 
e ither orally or in writing 
unless the restric tive  cove­
nant include a lim itation or 
conditions on the developer’s 
ability to assign its rights. 
Therefore, if your docum ents 
provide that the assignm ent 
can only be in w riting and 
m ust be recorded, the assign­
m ent is not effective. Obvi­
ously you will need to have a 
knowledgeable atto rney  re ­
view your docum ents to see 
w hether the assignm ent has 
been properly effectuated.

Q: I am wondering if you 
know of any authority 
where second-hand smoke 
has been considered a nui­
sance in a particular situa­
tion in an apartment or con­
dominium?

A: Yes. At least in Cali­
fornia, second-hand smoke can 
be a nuisance based upon the 
facts in a p articu lar situation.
I am  advised that there are  
various high-rise condomini­
um s in California that have 
am ended th e ir restric tions to 
be a sm oke-free building in all 
respects. It depends on the 
circum stances of each case 
and you a re  best advised to 
consult with a knowledgeable 
com m unity association a t­
torney to resea rch  the cases 
regard ing  the prohibition on 
smoking in and outside of a 
condominium unit.

R o b e r t  M .  M e i s n e r  is a lawyer and 
the author o f "Condo Living 2: An 
Authoritative Guide t o  Buying, Selling 
and Operating a Condominium. "  He 
is also the author o f "Condominium 
Operation: Getting Started & Staying 
on the Right Track," second edition. 
Visit bmeisner@meisner-law.com. This 
column shouldn't be construed as 
legal advice.

REAL ESTATE 
BRIEFS

In vesto rs

The Real E state  Investors 
Association of Wayne will 
have an open forum. Investors 
will answ er questions and 
offer a m arket update. M eet­
ings a re  from  6-9 p.m. the 
th ird  Tbesday of each month 
a t the Red Lobster on E ureka 
in Southgate.

M em bers a re  free, guests 
$20, which will be applied to 
the ir m em bership. 'The Red 
Lobster is next to 7-Eleven, 
near Trenton Road.

For m ore inform ation, call 
Bill Beddoes a t 734-934-9091 
or Wayde Koehler a t 313-819- 
0919.

Sh o rt sa les
If you owe m ore than what 

your house is worth, you may 
be in terested  in a free  infor­
m ational sem inar on short sale 
procedures.

Bonnie David, broker/own­
e r  of Quantum  Real Estate, is 
the presenter. It will be 6-7 
p.m. each Thursday at 129 N. 
Lafayette, downtown South 
Lyon.

For m ore inform ation, call 
the office a t 248-782-7130 or 
em ail june.quan- 
tum@ gmail.com.

Free  fo rec lo su re  to u rs
F ree foreclosure tours are  1 

p.m. every  o ther Sunday. 
M eeting place is Panera Bread 
on the southeast corner of 
M iddlebelt and 1-96.

For m ore inform ation, 
em ail Georgia@addedvalu- 
erealty.com  or visit www. 
FreeForeclosureTour.com .
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$300-$900 prom dresses priced $20 each at church sale
Sharon Dargay

Staff W riter

Callie Gross-Johnston 
has collected m ore than
1,000 dresses fo r the 
fourth  annual 2nd Life 
Prom  D ress sale a t St. 
Paul’s P resbyterian  
Church in Livonia.

Some are  gently-used, 
but many sport price 
tags.

“A lot a re  brand new, 
or a year old. We have all 
sizes, from  zero to 28, 
which is awesome. We 
have short, long, tall, 
poufy beaded, glittery, 
you nam e it, we have it,” 
said G ross-iohnston, who 
organizes the annual 
event. “They are  gor­
geous. I t ’s crazy. We have 
one dress —$900.99 — 
stUl with its tag on.”

The dress, which she 
describes as “with a lot 
of fla ir” and beading, will 
cost ju st $20 a t the event, 
which will run 9 a.m.-l

p.m., Saturday, April 9, at 
the church, 27475 Five 
Mile. AU prom  dresses 
will cost $20 each. Moth- 
er-of-the-bride dresses 
and o ther evening w ear 
will be priced  $5-$10, and 
bridal gowns will cost 
$50-$100. All accessories, 
including purses, shoes, 
jew elry and w raps will 
be $5 and under.

Shoppers m ust get a 
ticket to participate in 
the sale. T ickets will be 
handed out starting  at 7 
a.m. A waiting line will 
begin to form  inside the 
church a t 8 a.m. Shop­
pers will be adm itted to 
the m erchandise area  in 
groups of 20. Eighteen 
dressing rooms will be 
available to try  on cloth­
ing, and several seam ­
stresses win be on hand 
to m ake m inor a lter­
ations.

Gross-Johnston c re ­
ated the event to help 
make prom  more afford­

able for teens. She col­
lects gently-used dresses 
from  the community 
although m ost donations 
come from  bridal salons 
and boutiques.

“I’ve built g reat re la­
tionships with them. 
They think it’s a good 
cause,” she said. She 
sends salon owners a 
thank you le tte r  and a 
video docum enting the 
sale each year. “I want 
them  to know this is real 
and these are  real people 
they a re  helping.”

She said the original 
price of m ost boutique 
d resses ranges from  
$300-$600. Some carry  
designer labels.

‘T h ey  don’t  give us 
ugly dresses. They give 
us gorgeous dresses. 
They loiow there  is a 
need.”

Although the focus is 
on prom  dresses, Gross- 
Johnston also accepts 
o ther form al wear, in­

cluding bridal gowns.
Ten wedding dresses will 
be available th is year.

“We have a  lot of 
jew elry  this year. We had 
one (woman) donate all 
of her jewelry. She has 
gorgeous jew elry.” 

Approxim ately 300 
teens attended the sale 
last year. Some brought 
their m others or another 
adult with them.

“We even get fathers. 
We had one guy the firs t 
year come in with three 
daughters.”

Proceeds from  the 
sale benefit the commu­
nity garden and food 
bank a t the church.

For m ore inform ation 
call 734-422-1470 or visit 
sppc.org.

SUBMITTED
A  l a y e r e d ,  m i n t - c o l o r e d  d r e s s  

i s  a m o n g  h u n d r e d s  o f  d r e s s e s  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  2 n d  L i f e  

P r o m  D r e s s  s a l e .

RELIGION CALENDAR
APRIL
BREAKFAST
T i m e / D a t e :  8 :3 0 - 1 1 :3 0  a .m .  

S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  17  

L o c a t i o n :  S t .  T h e o d o r e  S o c ia l  

H a l l ,  8 2 0 0  N . W a y n e  R o a d .  
W e s t l a n d

D e t a i l s :  F r e n c h  t o a s t ,  p a n c a k e s ,  

h a m ,  s a u s a g e ,  s c r a m b l e d  e g g s ,  

a p p l e s a u c e ,  c o f f e e ,  t e a ,  m i lk ,  

j u i c e ,  $ 3  f o r  a d u l t s ;  $ 1 .5 0  f o r  

c h i l d r e n ,  2 - 1 0  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 2 5 - 4 4 2 1  

CARNIVAL
T i m e / D a t e :  5 - 7  p .m .  W e d n e s ­

d a y ,  A p r i l  15

L o c a t i o n :  S t .  M i c h a e l  C a t h o l i c  

S c h o o l ,  11311  H u b b a r d ,  s o u t h  o f  

P l y m o u t h  R o a d ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s :  K id 's  C a r n i v a l  w i l l  

f e a t u r e  f r e e  h o t  d o g s ,  p o p c o r n ,  
ic e  c r e a m ,  f a c e  p a i n t i n g ,  c r a f t s ,  
a n d  g a m e s ,  f o r  f a m i l i e s  o f  

s t u d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  J u n i o r  4 's  

P r o g r a m ,  K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  a n d  1 s t 

g r a d e  in  S e p t e m b e r  o r  t h o s e  j u s t  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  m o r e  

a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l 's  p r o g r a m s  

C o n t a c t ;  7 3 4 - 4 2 1 - 7 3 6 0 ,  e x t .  2 2 5 ;  
s c h o o l @ l i v o n i a s t m i c h a e l . o r g

CONCERT
T i m e / D a t e :  7  p .m .  T h u r s d a y ,  

A p r i l  14

L o c a t i o n :  N o r t h r i d g e  C h u r c h ,  
4 9 5 5 5  N . T e r r i t o r i a l  R o a d ,  P ly ­

m o u t h

D e t a i l s :  M e r c y M e ,  a  c o n t e m p o ­

r a r y  C h r i s t i a n  m u s i c  b a n d  p e r ­

f o r m s .  T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 5 0 ,  $ 3 5 ,  a n d  

$ 2 5

C o n t a c t :  8 0 0 - 9 6 5 - 9 3 2 4 ;  i t i c k e t -  

s . c o m

CONCERT
T i m e / D a t e :  7 : 3 0  p .m .  S a t u r d a y ,  
A p r i l  16

L o c a t i o n :  S t .  H u g o  o f  t h e  H ills  

C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  B l o o m f i e l d  

H ills , 2 2 1 5  O p d y k e ,  B l o o m f i e l d  

H ills

D e t a i l s :  F e a t u r e s  A e o l i a n  C h o ­
r a l e ,  C a r lo s  S e is e ,  t e n o r ,  Q u i n t o  
M i l i t o ,  b a r i t o n e ,  T i m o t h y  L.
H u t h ,  a r s  m u s i c a  d o c t o r i s  o r g a n ,  

J o h n  S i t t a r d ,  c o n d u c t o r .  P r e s e n t ­

e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  F r i e n d s  o f  

t h e  O p e r a  o f  M i c h i g a n .  F r e e w i l l  

o f f e r i n g  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 6 4 4 - 5 4 6 0

MOM-TO-MOM SALE
T i m e / D a t e :  8 : 3 0  a .m .- 1  p .m .  
S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  2 3  

L o c a t i o n :  C o n n e c t i o n  C h u r c h ,  

3 8 5 5  S . S h e l d o n ,  C a n t o n  

D e t a i l s :  S h o p  1 0 0  t a b l e s  o f  

m o m -  a n d  c h i l d - r e l a t e d  i t e m s .  

S t r o l l e r s  w e l c o m e  a f t e r  1 0 :3 0  
a . m .  A d m i s s i o n  $ 2  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 3 9 7 - 1 7 7 7

PASSOVER SEDER 
POTLUCK
T i m e / D a t e :  6  p .m .  F r id a y ,  A p r i l  

22
L o c a t i o n :  C o n g r e g a t i o n  B e t  
C h a v e r i m ,  3 2 1  R i d g e  R o a d ,  

C a n t o n

D e t a i l s :  C o s t  is  $ 5  p e r  p e r s o n ,  

a g e s  5  a n d  o l d e r .  R S V P  b y  A p r i l  

15

C o n t a c t :  M i c h e l l e  D r i s c o l l  a t  

7 3 4 - 7 1 8 - 7 0 2 9 ;  b e t c h a v e r i m @ y a -  

h o o . c o m

POMEGRANATE GUILD
T i m e / D a t e :  1 p .m .  S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  

10
L o c a t i o n :  P r e n t i s  A p a r t m e n t s

c o m m u n i t y  r o o m ,  a t  t h e  A . 

A l f r e d  T a u b m a n  J e w i s h  C o m m u ­

n i t y  C a m p u s ,  1 5 1 0 0  W . 1 0  M il e ,  

O a k  P a r k

D e t a i l s :  J u d y  G a l p e r i n  w i l l  

c r e a t e  a  H u c k - e m b r o i d e r e d  

p l a c e m a t  a n d  w i l l  t e a c h  t h e  

t e c h n i q u e .  T h e  P o m e g r a n a t e  
G u i ld  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  

s t u d i e s  a n d  c r e a t e s  J u d i a c  n e e -  

d l e c r a f t .  R S V P  if  i n t e r e s t e d  

C o n t a c t :  J u d y  G a l p e r i n  a t  

2 4 8 - 6 6 1 - 5 3 3 7  

RUMMAGE SALE
T i m e / D a t e :  1 0 a . m . - 6  p .m .
F r id a y ,  A p r i l  15

L o c a t i o n :  T h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y ,  

l o c a t e d  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  

A n n  A r b o r  R o a d ,  in  P l y m o u t h  

D e t a i l s :  P r o c e e d s  b e n e f i t  t h e  

" O l d e r ,  W i s e r  a n d  L o v in g  S e n i o r  

G r o u p . "  T a b l e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
r e n t  f o r  $ 2 0

C o n t a c t :  M a j o r  C o l e t t e  o r  S a n d y  
a t  7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 4 6 4

RUMMAGE, BAKE SALE
T i m e / D a t e :  9  a . m . -3  p . m .  F r id a y ,  

A p r i l  2 9 , 1 0  a . m . - n o o n ,  S a t u r d a y ,  

A p r i l  3 0

L o c a t i o n :  A n t i o c h  L u t h e r a n  

C h u r c h ,  3 3 3 6 0  W . 13  M i l e ,  F a r ­

m i n g t o n  H ills

D e t a i l s :  F r o m  1 -3  p .m .  F r id a y  a l l  

i t e m s  w i l l  b e  h a l f  o f f ;  $ 5  b a g  

s a l e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f f  in  

b o u t i q u e  o n  S a t u r d a y .  T a x -  

d e d u c t i b l e  d o n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  

d r o p p e d  o f f  a t  t h e  c h u r c h 's  b a c k  

d o o r  1 0  a . m . - 6  p . m .  M o n d a y -  

W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 5 - 2 7 .  N o  
f u r n i t u r e ,  t e l e v i s i o n  s e t s ,  c o m ­

p u t e r s ,  e l e c t r o n i c s .  T h e  c h u r c h  

a l s o  is c o l l e c t i n g  u s e d  i n k  c a r ­

t r i d g e s ,  e y e  g l a s s e s  a n d  c e l l  
p h o n e s  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 6 2 6 - 7 9 0 6 ;  a n t i -  

o c h e l c a @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t  

VESPERS
T i m e / D a t e :  6  p .m .  S u n d a y ,  

t h r o u g h  A p r i l  17 

L o c a t i o n :  S t .  M i c h a e l  R u s s ia n  

O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  2 6 3 7 5  W . 
C h i c a g o  R o a d ,  R e d f o r d ,  A p r i l  1 0 ; 
a n d  S t .  G e o r g e  A n t i o c h i a n  
O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  2 1 6 0  M a p l e ,  

T r o y ,  A p r i l  17

D e t a i l s :  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C l e r g y  

B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  S t .  J o h n  C h r y s o s ­

t o m  o f  M e t r o p o l i t a n  D e t r o i t  w i l l  
c o n d u c t  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  A n  i n t e r -  
O r t h o d o x  c h o r u s  w i l l  s i n g  t h e  
r e s p o n s e s

C o n t a c t :  O l g a  L is k iw s k y  a t  

2 4 8 - 2 5 2 - 8 1 8 4 ;  O l g a -  

I i s s 0 9 1 0 @ g m a i l .c o m

MAY
FOOD ASSISTANCE
T i m e / D a t e :  D o o r s  o p e n  a t  9  

a .m . ,  S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  7  

L o c a t i o n :  H o s a n n a - T a b o r  

L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  9 6 0 0  L e v e r n e ,  
R e d f o r d

D e t a i l s :  S .H .A .R .E . p r o g r a m  

in c l u d e s  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  " i n  G o d 's  
w o r d , "  f o l l o w e d  b y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  b a g g e d  g r o c e r i e s .  O p e n  t o  

t h e  f i r s t  4 0  f a m i l i e s  

C o n t a c t :  D i a n e  a t  3 1 3 - 9 3 7 - 2 4 2 4  

RUMMAGE SALE 
T i m e / D a t e :  9  a . m . - 8  p .m .  T h u r s ­

d a y ,  M a y  1 9 , 9  a .m . - 2  p .m .  F r id a y ,  
M a y  2 0

L o c a t i o n ;  F i r s t  F a r m i n g t o n  

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C u r c h ,  3 3 1 1 2  

G r a n d  R i v e r  A v e . ,  a t  W a r n e r  

S t r e e t ,  F a r m i n g t o n  

D e t a i l s :  B a g  s a l e  w i l l  b e  F r id a y .

I t e m s  t h a t  d o n ' t  f i t  in  t h e  b a g  
w i l l  b e  h a l f  o f f  t h a t  d a y  

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 5 7 3

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
O u r  L a d y  o f  L o r e t t o  

T i m e / D a t e ;  6 :3 0 - 7 :3 0  p .m .  

M o n d a y

L o c a t i o n :  S ix  M i l e  a n d  B e e c h  

D a ly ,  R e d f o r d  T o w n s h i p  

D e t a i l s :  S c r i p t u r e  s t u d y  

C o n t a c t :  3 1 3 - 5 3 4 - 9 0 0 0  

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l  
P a r i s h

T i m e / D a t e :  7 - 8 :3 0  p .m .  s e c o n d  

a n d  f o u r t h  T h u r s d a y ,  t h r o u g h  

M a y

L o c a t i o n :  1 1 4 4 1  H u b b a r d ,  j u s t  

s o u t h  o f  P l y m o u t h  R o a d ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s :  G a r y  M i c h u t a ,  a u t h o r  

a n d  C a t h o l i c  a p o l o g i s t  l e a d s  a  
s t u d y  o f  I s a i a h .  B r in g  y o u r  o w n  

B ib le

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 2 6 1 - 1 4 5 5 ,  e x t  2 0 0  

o r  o n  l i n e  a t  w w w . l i v o n i a s t -  

m i c h a e i . o r g .

F a i t h  C o m m u n i t y  W e s l e y a n  

T i m e ^ a t e :  4 - 5  p .m .  e v e r y  
S a t u r d a y

L o c a t i o n :  1 4 5 6 0  M e r r i m a n ,  

L iv o n ia

D e t a i l s :  T h i s  i n f o r m a l  c la s s  

i n c l u d e s  f e l l o w s h i p ,  d i s c u s s i o n  

a n d  q u e s t i o n  a n d  a n s w e r s .  A ll 

a g e s  w e l c o m e .  B i b l e s  a v a i l a b l e  if  

y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  o n e  

C o n t a c t :  p a s t o r  T o m  H a z e l w o o d  

a t  7 3 4 - 7 6 5 - 5 4 7 6  

EXERCISE 
T i m e / D a t e :  6 :4 5 - 7 :4 5  p .m .  

T u e s d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y  

L o c a t i o n :  C l a r e n c e v i l l e  U n i t e d  
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  2 0 3 0 0  M id -  

d t e b e l t ,  s o u t h  o f  E i g h t  M i l e ,  

L iv o n ia

D e t a i l s :  I n s t r u c t o r  W e n d y  

M o t t a ,  a  s e v e n - y e a r  Z u m b a  

p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  t e a c h e s  Z u m b a  

t h r o u g h  d r o p - i n  c l a s s e s .  E a c h  

c o s t s  $ 3 .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  s h o u l d  

b r i n g  w a t e r ,  a  t o w e l  a n d  w e a r  
a t h l e t i c  s h o e s .  F o r  m o r e  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n ,  e m a i l  M o t t a  t h r o u g h  

z u m b a . c o m  

C o n t a c t :  3 1 3 - 4 0 8 - 3 3 6 4  

FAMILY MEAL
T i m e / D a t e :  5 - 6  p .m .  e v e r y  

T h u r s d a y

L o c a t i o n :  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y ,

2 7 5 0 0  S h i a w a s s e e ,  F a r m i n g t o n  

H ills

D e t a i l s :  F r e e  m e a l  

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 4 7 7 - 1 1 5 3 ,  E x t .  12  

HEALING SERVICE
T i m e / D a t e :  A r a b i c  s e r v i c e ,  3 - 4  
p .m .  f i r s t  T u e s d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h ;  
E n g l i s h  s e r v i c e ,  3 - 4  p .m .  t h i r d  

T u e s d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  

L o c a t i o n :  T h e  A n t i o c h i a n  

O r t h o d o x  B a s i l i c a  o f  S a i n t  M a r y ,  

1 8 1 0 0  M e r r i m a n ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s :  T h e  s e r v i c e  i n c l u d e s  
p r a y e r s  o f  p e t i t i o n  a n d  i n ­

t e r c e s s i o n ,  h y m n s .  S c r i p t u r e  

r e a d i n g s  a n d  t h e  a n o i n t i n g  o f  

t h e  s ic k .  O f f e r t o r y  c a n d l e s  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  f r e e  w i l l  o f f e r i n g  

in  t h e  v e s t i b u l e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  

C o n t a c t :  R e v . G e o r g e  S h a l h o u b  
a t  7 3 4 - 4 2 2 - 0 0 1 0  o r  e m a i l  S t a c e y  

B a d e e n  a t  s b a d e e n @ t b o s m . c o m

MOMS
C h r i s t  O u r  S a v i o r  L u t h e r a n  

C h u r c h

T i m e / D a t e :  9 :3 0 - 1 1 :3 0  a .m .

s e c o n d  T u e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r - M a y  

L o c a t i o n :  1 4 1 7 5  F a r m i n g t o n  

R o a d ,  L iv o n ia

D e t a i l s :  M o t h e r s  o f  P r e s c h o o l e r s  

(M O P S )  is  a i m e d  a t  m o t h e r s  o f  

i n f a n t s  t h r o u g h  k i n d e r g a r t n e r s  

C o n t a c t :  E t h a n i e  D e f o e  a t  
2 4 8 - 2 2 7 - 6 6 1 7  a n d  J o d y  F l e s z a r  a t  

7 3 4 - 6 5 8 - 2 4 6 3

D u n n i n g  P a r k  B i b l e  C h a p e l  

T i m e / D a t e :  9 :3 0 - 1 1 :3 0  a . m .  f i r s t  

a n d  t h i r d  T u e s d a y s  

L o c a t i o n :  2 4 8 0 0  W .  C h i c a g o  

R o a d ,  R e d f o r d

D e t a i l s :  M O P S  is  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  

m o m s  c a n  b u i l d  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  

r e c e i v e  m o t h e r i n g  s u p p o r t ,  

p r a c t i c a l  h e l p  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  h o p e .  

C o n t a c t :  A m y  a t  3 1 3 - 9 3 7 - 3 0 8 4  

o r  K r i s t e n  a t  7 3 4 - 5 4 2 - 0 7 6 7  

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
T i m e / D a t e :  1 p . m .  S u n d a y  

L o c a t i o n :  D u n k  N  D o g s ,  2 7 9 1 1  

F iv e  M i l e ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s :  A ll C r e a t u r e s  U L C  

s p o n s o r s  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  is 

c o n d u c t e d  in  a n  i n f o r m a l  s e t ­

t i n g .  P e t  b l e s s i n g s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
a f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e .

C o n t a c t :  3 1 3 - 5 6 3 - 0 1 6 2

PRAYER
S t .  E d i t h  C h u r c h  

T i m e / D a t e :  7 - 8 :3 0  p .m .  T h u r s ­

d a y

L o c a t i o n :  P a r i s h  o f f i c e ,  1 5 0 8 9  

N e w b u r g h ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s :  G r o u p  m e e t s  f o r  s i n g ­

in g ,  p r a y i n g  a n d  s h o r t  t e a c h i n g .  

F e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  s n a c k s  f o l l o w s

C o n t a c t :  P a r i s h  o f f i c e  a t  7 3 4 -  

4 6 4 - 1 2 2 3

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 6 4 - 1 2 2 3  

S t .  M i c h a e l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

T i m e / D a t e :  6 - 7  a . m ,  M o n d a y -  

F r id a y

L o c a t i o n :  7 0 0 0  N . S h e l d o n ,  

C a n t o n

D e t a i l s :  P r a y i n g  s i l e n t l y  o r  a l o u d  
t o g e t h e r ;  p r a y e r  r e q u e s t s  w e l ­

c o m e d .

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 3 3 3 3  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

R e c y c l in g

RISEN CHRIST 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
T i m e / D a t e :  1 -4  p .m .  t h i r d  S a t ­

u r d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  

L o c a t i o n ;  4 6 2 5 0  A n n  A r b o r  

R o a d ,  b e t w e e n  S h e l d o n  a n d  
B e c k  r o a d s ,  P l y m o u t h  

D e t a i l s :  R e c y c le  y o u r  c e l l  

p h o n e s ,  l a s e r  c a r t r i d g e s ,  i n k j e t  
c a r t r i d g e s ,  l a p t o p s ,  iP o d s ,  iP a d s ,  

t a b l e t s ,  e R e a d e r s  o n  t h e  t h i r d  

S a t u r d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h .  U s e  t h e  

d o o r s  o n  e a s t  s i d e  o f  c h u r c h .  

C o n t a c t ;  L y n n  H a p m a n  a t  

7 3 4 - 4 6 6 - 9 0 2 3  

SINGLES
D e t r o i t  W o r l d  O u t r e a c h  

T i m e / D a t e ;  4 - 6  p .m .  S u n d a y  

L o c a t i o n :  2 3 8 0 0  W . C h i c a g o ,  

R e d f o r d ,  R o o m  3 0 4  

D e t a i l s :  D iv o r c e  O v e r c o m e r s  

g r o u p  is d e s i g n e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  

g o i n g  t h r o u g h  d i v o r c e ,  t h o s e  

w h o  a r e  d i v o r c e d  o r  s e p a r a t e d .  

C o n t a c t :  T h e  f a c i l i t a t o r  a t

3 1 3 - 2 8 3 - 8 2 0 0 ;  l e f @ d w o .o r g  

S t e v e ' s  F a m i l y  R e s t a u r a n t  

T i m e / D a t e ;  9  a . m .  s e c o n d  a n d  

f o u r t h  T h u r s d a y  

L o c a t i o n ;  1 5 8 0 0  M i d d l e b e l t ,  V 4 

m i l e  n o r t h  o f  F iv e  M i l e ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s :  W i d o w e d  m e n  o f  a l l  
a g e s  m a y  a t t e n d  t h e  W i d o w e d  

F r i e n d s  M e n 's  b r e a k f a s t .  T h is  is  

a n  i n f o r m a l  " p e e r "  g r o u p  w h e r e  

m e n  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

m e e t  w i t h  o t h e r s .

C o n t a c t :  3 1 3 - 5 3 4 - 0 3 9 9

SONG CIRCLE
C o n g r e g a t i o n  B e t h  A h m  

T i m e / D a t e :  N o o n  t o  1 2 :3 0  p .m .  

e v e r y  S h a b b a t

L o c a t i o n :  5 0 7 5  W .  M a p l e ,  W e s t  

B l o o m f i e l d

D e t a i l s :  S i n g  z e m i r o t  ( S h a b b a t  
s o n g s )  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  K id d u s h  
f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  s e r v i c e s .

L y rics  a r e  p r o v i d e d  in  t r a n s ­

l i t e r a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
H e b r e w .

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 7 3 7 - 1 9 3 1  o r  e m a i l

n a n c y e i l e n 8 7 9 @ a t t . n e t .

SUPPORT
A p o s t o l i c  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  

T i m e / D a t e :  5  a . m .  t o  11 p .m .  

d a i ly

L o c a t i o n :  2 9 6 6 7  W e n t w o r t h ,  

L iv o n ia

D e t a i l s :  A d u l t  d a y  c a r e  p r o g r a m  

a t  t h e  c h u r c h 's  W o o d h a v e n  
R e t i r e m e n t  C o m m u n i t y .  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 2 6 1 - 9 0 0 0 ;  

w w w . w o o d h a v e n - r e t i r e -  

m e n t . c o m

V i e w  O n l i n e  

w w w . h o m e t o w n l l f e . c o m

H o w  t o  r e a c h  u s :

1- 8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5  • f a x  5 1 5 - 4 9 6 - 4 9 6 8  • w w w . m l d e a t h n o t i c e s . c o m

D e a d lin e s:  Friday, 4 :0 0  p .m . for  S u n d a y  p a p e r s  • T u e sd a y , 4 : 0 0  p .m . for T hu rsd ay  p a p e r s  
H olid ay  d e a d lin e s  a re  s u b je c t  t o  c h a n g e .

M C M U R R A Y

D O N N A  A . ( N E E  H A R T I G )
A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 1 6  A g e  7 4  o f  W a y n e .  
B e l o v e d  w i f e  o f  E d w a r d .
L o v i n g  m o t h e r  o f  R o b e r t  
( A n g e l a ) ,  K a r e n  ( J e f f )  L u k e ,  
S a n d r a  W h i t e ,  a n d  J u l i e  ( J o e )  
N a p o l i t a n o .  S i s t e r  o f  R u t h  
( D o n )  K e m e r t e y ,  E t h e l  ( L a t e  
C lifO  O r r ,  M a r y  ( G e o r g e )  S n i d e r .  
C a r i n g  g r a n d m o t h e r  o f  s i x t e e n  
a n d  t w o  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  
V i s i t a t i o n  f r o m  T h e  U h t  F u n e r a l  
H o m e ,  W e s t l a n d ,  F r i d a y  3 - 9  
p . m .  F u n e r a l  c e r e m o n y  f r o m  
W e s t l a n d  F r e e  M e t h o d i s t  
C h u r c h  S a t u r d a y  1 1  a . m .  In  
s t a t e  f r o m  1 0  a . m .  til l t i m e  
o f  s e r v i c e .  F a m i l y  r e q u e s t s  
m e m o r i a l s  t o  W e s t l a n d  F r e e  
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  o r  W o r ld  
V i s i o n .  P l e a s e  v i e w  m e m o r i a l  
a n d  s e n d  t r i b u t e s  a t

w w w .u h t f h .c o m

M E R R I T T
R U S S E L L  C .  A g e  8 4 ,  o f  
P l y m o u t h .  H e  i s  s u r v i v e d  
b y  h i s  l o v i n g  w i f e  C a r o l ,  o f  
6 2  y e a r s :  h i s  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  
R e n e  ( T h o m a s )  S t e v e n s o n  o f  
M a r y l a n d ,  R u s s e l l  M e r r i t t  o f  
T e x a s ,  a n d  R a n d a l l  M e r r i t t  o f  
R e d f o r d ,  M i c h i g a n .  P r e c e d e d  
in  d e a t h  b y  h i s  p a r e n t s ,
R u s s e l l  a n d  E d i t h  M e r r i t t ,  
a n d  h i s  s i b l i n g s ,  W a n d a  
B r a c i s z e w s k i  a n d  R o d g e r  
M e r r i t t .  V i s i t a t i o n  f o r  R u s s e l l  
w a s  W e d n e s d a y ,  a t  S c h r a d e r -  
H o w e l l  F u n e r a l  H o m e ,  2 8 0  S .  
M a i n  S t . ,  P l y m o u t h  4 8 1 7 0 .  
F u n e r a l  S e r v i c e  T h u r s d a y ,
A p r i l  7 ,  11  a . m .  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  
h o m e .  F a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  
m a y  b e g i n  v i s i t i n g  a t  1 0  a . m .
In  l i e u  o f  f l o w e r s ,  m e m o r i a l s  
m a y  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  P l y m o u t h  
C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  o n  A g i n g ,  
9 9 5 5  N .  H a g g e r t y ,  P l y m o u t h ,  
M l 4 8 1 7 0 .  T o  v i e w  o b i t u a r y  
a n d  s h a r e  c o n d o l e n c e s ,  v i s i t  
w w w . s c h r a d e r - h o w e l l . c o m

R O L P H
J O H N  G .  A g e  8 4 ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  
P i n e w o o d s  C o n d o m i n i u m s  
in  F a r m i n g t o n ,  M l, d i e d  A p r i l  
2 ,  2 0 1 6 .  J o h n  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  
h i s  s i s t e r s ,  S u e  N o r d o n  a n d  
M a r y  ( H o w a r d  W e s t o n )  C a u l e y .  
S a d l y  J o h n  i s  p r e c e d e d  in  
d e a t h  b y  h i s  w i f e ,  A r l e y :  a n d  
s i b l i n g s ,  M i c h a e l  a n d  C h a r o n .
A  g a t h e r i n g  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  
f a m i l y  w ill  b e  h e l d  f o r  J o h n  o n  
F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  8 ,  f r o m  1 t o  3  p . m .  
a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  h o m e .  A  s e r v i c e  
f o r  J o h n  w il l  b e  h e l d  a t  3  p . m .  
a l s o  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  h o m e .  J o h n  
w ill b e  l a id  t o  r e s t  n e x t  t o  A r l e y  
a t  O a k w o o d  C e m e t e r y .  In  l i e u  
o f  f l o w e r s ,  d o n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  
m a d e  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M a c u l a r  
D e g e n e r a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n .

h e e n e y -su n d q u istc o fT i

yC
t y / u y e

P a y in g  
t r ib u te  to  

t h e  l i f e  
o f  y o u r  

lo v e d  
o n e .
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Spring concerts celebrate love, jazz, musical varie ty
S h a r o n  D a r g a y

sta ff W riter

Non-Stop music, high-ener­
gy jazz and love songs will heat 
up the spring  concert season at 
Schoolcraft College and Ma­
donna U niversity this month.

Schoolcraft College is up 
firs t with its 25th annual Col­
lage Concert, 8 p.m. Saturday, 
April 9, followed by the Up 
Jum ped Jazz Spring Concert 
7:30 p.m. Monday, April 18.
Both concerts will be held in 
the DiPonio Room at the VisTa- 
Tech Center on the m ain cam ­
pus, 18600 Haggerty, Livonia.

The Madonna U niversity 
Chorale will take the stage 
with it’s perform ance, “If Mu­
sic Be the Food of Love...,’’ at 7 
p.m. Friday, April 22, in the 
Presentation BVM Chapel in 
the Felician Sisters Convent, 
36800 Schoolcraft Road, Livo­
nia,

Admission to the Madonna 
concert and Up Jum ped Spring 
at Schoolcraft is free. Admis­
sion to the Collage Concert 
XXV is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students with ID, children 
under 12, and seniors.

Collage Concert XXV gives 
listeners a glimpse into the 
college’s m usic departm ent 
with perform ances by the 
Schoolcraft Wind Ensemble, 
Jazz Ensem ble, Jazz Im provi­
sation Combo, Synthesizer 
Ensem ble and Chorale.

“There a re  no gaps. It flows 
from  one piece to the next,” 
said P atric ia Minnick, School­
craft College m usic activities 
coordinator, describing the 
show.

Rick Selva, Ph.D., d irector 
of the Jazz Studies Program , 
said the concert is a non-stop 
potpourri of music and per­
form ers.

“I t’s very  in teresting  and it 
moves quickly. It is visually 
very  exciting,” he said, adding 
that both the large num ber of 
perform ers on stage along with 
big-screen visuals m ake an 
interesting  backdrop for the 
music.

Spring production
Selva also coordinates visu­

als with m usic when his jazz 
groups, the Vocal Jazz En­
semble, Jazz Ensem ble and 
Jazz Im provisation Combo, 
perform  the annual Up Jum ped 
Spring Concert. They’ll share 
the perform ance with the Syn­
thesizer Ensemble, under the 
direction of Barton Polot, Ph.D.

“It’s a production. The 
whole thing is very  elaborately 
done,” Selva said, adding that 
his just-updated list of sup­
porters totals nearly 700 p er­
sons. “T here is an audience and

SUBMITTED SUBMITTED

T h e  S y n t h e s i z e r  E n s e m b l e  w i l l  p e r f o r m  a t  t h e  C o l l a g e  C o n c e r t  a n d  U p  T h e  M a d o n n a  C h o r a l e  w i l l  p e r f o r m  i t s  s p r i n g  c o n c e r t  A p r i l  2 2  a t  t h e  F e l i c i a n

J u m p e d  S p r i n g  j a z z  c o n c e r t  t h i s  m o n t h ,  a t  S c h o o l c r a f t  C o l l e g e .  S i s t e r s  C o n v e n t  I n  L i v o n i a .

T h e  S c h o o l c r a f t  J a z z  S t u d i e s  p r o g r a m  p r e s e n t s  i t s  U p  J u m p e d  S p r i n g  C o n c e r t  A p r i l  1 8 .

an expectation,”
Selva, Carol Snyder, and 

H ank Hankins will sing with 
the bands on some tunes, in­
cluding “Accentuate the Posi­
tive” and Selva and Snyder 
plan a duet on “Our Love is 
H ere to Stay.”

“The Vocal Jazz Ensem ble 
has developed out of having 
m ultiple vocalists and one of 
the things I like to do is sing in 
harm ony and do ensem ble 
stu ff like the New York Voices 
and M anhattan Transfer,” Sel­
va said.

The audience can expect to

hear some big band sounds 
along with a Jazz Studies De­
partm ent favorite, “Hunting 
Wabbits,” that celebrates the 
m usic of m id-century anim ated 
cartoons, such as Bugs Bunny 
and Tom and Jerry.

“I t’s a delightful piece,” 
Selva said. “I t’s a  show stop­
per.”

At Madonna
Most of the m usic sung by 

the Madonna U niversity  Cho­
rale a t its spring concert will 
be upbeat, but there m ay be a 
few tear-jerkers in the mix.

said d irector Kevin Cushman, 
“Our them e for the concert 

is If Music Be the Food of 
Love, so these a re  sm aller 
selections and individual 
pieces that deal with some 
aspect of love. Most are  seri­
ous. A few are  not,” he said, 
“I t’s a  nice variety  of pieces.” 

The women in the group will 
sing “H eart, We Will Forget 
Him,” based on a poem by 
Emily Dickinson accom panied 
by piano and French horn. The 
men will sing a Jam aican folk 
tune, “M arry a  Woman Uglier 
Than You.” The full choir will

perform  all other pieces, in­
cluding the upbeat “A Jubilant 
Song” and “If Music Be the 
Food of Love,”

The Chorale consists of 41 
singers and includes Madonna 
m usic students and community 
m em bers.

For more inform ation about 
the Madonna concert call 734- 
432-5708 or visit madonna.edu. 
For more about the Schoolcraft 
concerts call 734-462-4403

sdargay@hometownlrfe.com 
Download our free apps for iPhone, 
iPad or Android!

GET O UT! EVENTS LISTING
ANIMALS
DETROIT ZOO
T i m e / D a t e ;  9  a . m .  t o  5  p .m .  d a i ly  

L o c a t i o n :  1 -6 9 6  s e r v i c e  d r i v e  a n d  

W o o d w a r d ,  R o y a l  O a k  

D e t a i l s ;  A d m i s s i o n  is $ 1 4  f o r  a d u l t s  
1 5 -6 1 , $ 1 0  f o r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  6 2  a n d  

o l d e r ,  a n d  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a g e s  2 - 1 4 ;  c h i l ­
d r e n  u n d e r  2  a r e  f r e e .  P a r k i n g  f o r  c a r s  

a n d  v a n s  is  $ 5 .  D e t r o i t  Z o o l o g i c a l  S o c i ­

e t y  m e m b e r s  g e t  f r e e  a d m i s s i o n  a n d  

p a r k i n g

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 5 4 1 - 5 7 1 7

ARTS AND CRAFTS
CITY GALLERY
T i m e / D a t e :  8 ; 3 0  a . m .  t o  4 : 3 0  p .m .  
M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  t h r o u g h  A p r i l  8  

L o c a t i o n ;  C o s t i c k  C e n t e r ,  2 8 6 0 0  W .  11 

M i l e ,  F a r m i n g t o n  H ills  

D e t a i l s :  " N i g h t  a n d  D a y "  e x h i b i t  

f e a t u r e s  n e w  w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a n d s c a p e  
a n d  p o r t r a i t s  o f  o t h e r  l o c a l  a r t i s t s ,  b y  
T a u r u s  B u r n s  

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 4 7 3 - 1 8 5 9  

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY 
HALL
T i m e / D a t e :  T h r o u g h  A p r i l  2 2  

L o c a t i o n :  3 1 5 5 5  11 M i l e ,  F a r m i n g t o n  

H ills

D e t a i l s :  W o r k s  b y  lo c a l  a r t i s t s  P a m e l a  

A l e x a n d e r  a n d  S u s a n  W a r n e r  

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 4 7 3 - 1 8 5 9

NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
T i m e / D a t e :  E x h ib i t  h o u r s  a r e  n o o n  t o  5  

p .m .  T u e s d a y - F r i d a y  a n d  n o o n  t o  4  p .m .  
t h r o u g h  A p r i l  3 0

L o c a t i o n :  2 1 5  W .  C a d y ,  N o r t h v i l l e  

D e t a i l s :  T h e  e x h i b i t  f e a t u r e s  t h e  p e r ­

s o n a l  w o r k  o f  t h e  l a t e  R i c h a r d  R o c h o n ,  

w h o  w a s  k n o w n  in  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a r c h i t e c ­

t u r e  f o r  h is  r e n d e r i n g s  o f  b u i l d i n g s .  

I n c l u d e s  a  r e c e p t i o n ,  6 - 9  p .m .  F r id a y ,  
A p r i l  1

C o n t a c t :  2 4 8 - 3 4 4 - 0 4 9 7  o r  

w w w . N o r t h v i l l e A r t H o u s e . o r g

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY 
ART CENTER
T i m e / D a t e ;  9  a . m . - 4  p .m .  M o n d a y  a n d  

T h u r s d a y ,  n o o n - 4  p .m .  T u e s d a y -  

W e d n e s d a y ,  a n d  d u r i n g  p u b l i c  e v e n t s .  
O p e n i n g  r e c e p t i o n ,  6 :3 0 - 8  p .m .  F r id a y ,  

A p r i l  8

L o c a t i o n :  7 7 4  N , S h e l d o n ,  a t  J u n c t i o n ,  

P l y m o u t h

D e t a i l s :  7 t h  A n n u a l  O p e n  E x h ib i t

f e a t u r e s  w o r k s  b y  3 6  a r t i s t s  o n  t h e  

t h e m e ,  " o n e  w o r d . "

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 1 5 - 4 2 7 8 ;  

p l y m o u t h a r t s . c o m

U-M MUSEUM OF ART
T i m e / D a t e :  11 a . m .  t o  5  p .m .  T u e s d a y -  

S a t u r d a y ,  n o o n  t o  5  p .m ,  t h r o u g h  M a y  

2 9

L o c a t i o n :  5 2 5  S. S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  A n n  

A r b o r

D e t a i l s :  F i r s t  U .S . e x h i b i t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  

a r t i s t  X u  W e i x i n  f o c u s e s  o n  p o r t r a i t s  o f  

C h i n e s e  c o a l  m i n e r s  a n d  o f  C h i n e s e  

h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

R e v o l u t i o n

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 7 6 4 - 0 3 9 5 ;  

u m m a . u m i c h . e d u

VILLAGE THEATER
T i m e / D a t e :  1 0  a . m .  t o  2  p .m .  M o n d a y -  

F r id a y  a n d  d u r i n g  p u b l i c  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  

t h r o u g h  A p r i l  2 8 ;  m e e t  a n d  g r e e t  is  7 - 9  

p .m .  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  7  

L o c a t i o n :  5 0 4 0 0  C h e r r y  H ill R o a d ,  

C a n t o n

D e t a i l s :  " S i l e n t  I m a g e s :  F e a t u r e d  

W o r k s  o f  C h u c k  S c h r o e d e r "  f e a t u r e s  

i n t r i c a t e  p e n  a n d  in k  d r a w i n g s  

C o n t a c t :  c a n t o n v i l l a g e t h e a t e r . o r g

FILM
PENN THEATRE
T i m e / D a t e :  7  p .m .  a n d  9  p .m .  F r id a y -  

S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  8 - 9 ;  4 : 3 0  p . m .  a n d  7  p .m .  

S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  10 ; a n d  7  p . m .  T h u r s d a y ,  

A p r i l  14

L o c a t i o n :  7 6 0  P e n n i m a n ,  P l y m o u t h  

D e t a i l s :  " T h e  L a d y  in  t h e  V a n , "  $ 3  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 0 8 7 0 ;  
w w w . p e n n t h e a t r e . c o m

BEDFORD THEATRE
T i m e / D a t e :  8  p .m .  A p r i l  15  a n d  2  p .m .  

a n d  8  p .m .  A p r i l  16 

L o c a t i o n :  1 7 3 6 0  L a h s e r ,  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  

G r a n d  R iv e r  A v e n u e  in  D e t r o i t  

D e t a i l s :  T h r e e  S t o o g e s  F e s t i v a l ,  $ 5  

C o n t a c t :  3 1 3 - 8 9 8 -1 4 8 1 ;  
r e d f o r d t h e a t r e . c o m

FUNDRAISERS
GIVING HOPE
T i m e / D a t e ;  6 :3 0 - 9  p .m .  A p r i l  13 

L o c a t i o n :  F o x  H ills  G o l f  &  B a n q u e t  

C e n t e r ,  8 7 6 8  N . T e r r i t o r i a l  R o a d ,  P ly ­

m o u t h

D e t a i l s :  T h e  " G i v in g  O u r  A ll f o r  F a m i ly ,  

F u n  a n d  F i t n e s s "  e v e n t ,  p r e s e n t e d  b y

SUBMITTED

T h e  M i l l i o n a i r e s  p l a y  s w i n g ,  b l u e s ,  L a t i n  j a z z  a n d  m o r e  a t  t h e  B l u e s  @  T h e  

E l k s  s e r i e s ,  A p r i l  1 2  i n  P l y m o u t h .

G iv in g  H o p e  W o m e n ' s  G iv in g  C i rc le ,  

i n c l u d e s  f o o d ,  a  c a s h  b a r ,  s h o p p i n g ,  a  

f a s h i o n  s h o w  f r o m  lo c a l  s h o p s  a n d  

b o u t i q u e s ,  a  r a f f l e  a n d  a  s i l e n t  a u c t i o n .  

A d m i s s i o n  is  $ 3 5  a n d  p r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d .  P r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  e v e n t  w i l l  

h e l p  b r i n g  S h a p e D o w n ,  a  f a m i l y  w e i g h t  

m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  
C a n t o n  a n d  P l y m o u t h  a r e a  

C o n t a c t :  c a n t o n f o u n d a t i o n . o r g

MICHIGAN JAZZ FESTIVAL
T i m e / D a t e :  3  p .m .  S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  2 4  

L o c a t i o n :  V is T a T e c h  C e n t e r ,  S c h o o l c r a f t  
C o l l e g e  m a i n  c a m p u s ,  1 8 6 0 0  H a g g e r t y ,  
L iv o n ia

D e t a i l s :  S e a n  D o b b i n s  O r g a n  Q u a r t e t  

p e r f o r m s .  T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 1 5  b y  A p r i l  1 0  o r  

$ 2 0  a t  t h e  d o o r

C o n t a c t ;  P a t  M in n i c k  7 3 4 - 4 6 2 - 4 4 0 3 ;  

m u s i c @ s c h o o l c r a f t . e d u

HISTORY
KELSEY MUSEUM
T i m e / D a t e :  9  a . m .  t o  4  p . m .  T u e s d a y -  

F r id a y ,  a n d  1 -4  p .m .  S a t u r d a y - S u n d a y ,  

t h r o u g h  M a y  15

L o c a t i o n :  4 3 4  S t a t e  S t . ,  A n n  A r b o r  

D e t a i l s ;  " L e i s u r e  a n d  L u x u r y  in  t h e  A g e  

o f  N e r o :  t h e  V i l la s  o f  O p i o n t i s  n e a r  

P o m p e i i , "  e x p l o r e s  t h e  l a v i s h  l i f e s ty l e  

a n d  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s o m e  o f  

a n c i e n t  R o m e 's  w e a l t h i e s t  a n d  m o s t  

p o w e r f u l  c i t i z e n s ,  w h o  v a c a t i o n e d

a l o n g  t h e  B a y  o f  N a p l e s .  I n c l u d e s  m o r e  

t h a n  2 0 0  i t e m s  o n  l o a n  f r o m  I ta ly .  

A d m i s s i o n  is  f r e e  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 7 6 4 - 9 3 0 4  

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM
T i m e / D a t e :  1 -4  p .m .  W e d n e s d a y ,  

F r i d a y - S u n d a y

L o c a t i o n ;  1 5 5  S . M a in ,  P l y m o u t h  

D e t a i l s ;  A d m i s s i o n  is  $ 5  f p r  a d u l t s ,  $ 2  

f o r  a g e s  6 -1 7

S p e c i a l  e v e n t :  G h o s t s  o f  P l y m o u t h  
w a l k s  b e g i n  a t  5  p .m .  a n d  l e a v e  e v e r y  15 
m i n u t e s ,  S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  2 3 ,  c i r c l i n g  

K e l l o g g  p a r k  in  d o w n t o w n  P l y m o u t h .  
P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  h e a r  t a l e s  o f  e a r l y  

P l y m o u t h  f r o m  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  t h e m ­

s e lv e s .  T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 1 0  p e r  p e r s o n .  

p l y m o u t h h i s t o r y . o r g  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 8 9 4 0

MUSIC
BLUES@THE ELKS
T i m e / D a t e ;  7 - 1 0  p .m .  t h e  s e c o n d  T u e s ­
d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h

L o c a t i o n ;  P l y m o u t h  A n n  A r b o r  E lk s  
L o d g e  3 2 5 ,  4 1 7 0 0  A n n  A r b o r  R o a d ,  

P l y m o u t h

D e t a i l s :  T h e  M i l l i o n a i r e s ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  in  

s w i n g ,  j u m p  b l u e s ,  r h y t h m  & b l u e s  a n d  

L a t in  j a z z ,  m a k e  t h e i r  E lk s  d e b u t  o n  

A p r i l  1 2 . B r in g  y o u r  d a n c i n g  s h o e s .  $ 5  

d o n a t i o n

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 1 7 8 0

JAZZ@THE ELKS
T i m e / D a t e :  7 - 1 0  p .m .  t h e  l a s t  T u e s d a y  

o f  t h e  m o n t h

L o c a t i o n ;  P l y m o u t h  A n n  A r b o r  E lk s  

L o d g e  3 2 5 , 4 1 7 0 0  A n n  A r b o r  R o a d ,  

P l y m o u t h

D e t a i l s :  L o s  G a t o s  L a t in  B a n d  f r o m  A n n  

A r b o r  p e r f o r m s  A p r i l  2 6 .  A  $ 1 0  d o n a ­
t i o n  a t  t h e  d o o r  i n c l u d e s  h o r s  d ’o e u v r e s  

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 1 7 8 0  o r  e m a i l  p ly -  

m o u t h e l k s 1 7 8 0 @ y a h o o . c o m

MAMA'S COFFEEHOUSE
T i m e / D a t e ;  D o o r s ,  7  p .m . ,  s h o w ,  8  p .m . ,  

S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  16 

L o c a t i o n :  B i r m i n g h a m  U n i t a r i a n  
C h u r c h ,  3 8 6 5 1  W o o d w a r d  A v e . ,  B l o o m ­
f i e l d  H ills

D e t a i l s :  S o n g w r i t e r ,  a c t o r ,  T im  G r i m m  

p e r f o r m s .  M e g  B r a u n  w i l l  o p e n  t h e  

s h o w .  A d m i s s i o n  is  $ 1 5 , a n d  $ 1 3  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  a n d  s e n i o r s  

C o n t a c t ;  m a m a s c o f f e e h o u s e . o r g

NORTHRIDGE CHURCH
T i m e / D a t e ;  7  p .m .  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  14  

L o c a t i o n ;  4 9 5 5 5  N . T e r r i t o r i a l  R o a d ,

P l y m o u t h

D e t a i l s :  M e r c y M e ,  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

C h r i s t i a n  m u s i c  b a n d  p e r f o r m s .  T i c k e ts  
a r e  $ 5 0 ,  $ 3 5 ,  a n d  $ 2 5  

C o n t a c t ;  8 0 0 - 9 6 5 - 9 3 2 4 ;  i t i c k e t s . c o m

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE
T i m e / D a t e :  N o o n ,  W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  13  

L o c a t i o n :  K e h r l  A u d i t o r i u m  in  t h e  

V is T a T e c h  C e n t e r  o n  t h e  m a i n  c a m p u s ,  
l o c a t e d  o n  H a g g e r t y  b e t w e e n  S ix  M i l e  

a n d  S e v e n  M il e ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s ;  V io l in i s t  G a b r i e l  B o l k o s k y  

p e r f o r m s ,  w i t h  M i c h e l e  C o o k e r  o n  

p i a n o .  F r e e

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 6 2 - 4 4 0 3 ;  

s c h o o l c r a f t . e d u / m u s i c

TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE
T i m e / D a t e :  M o s t  s h o w s  s t a r t  a t  8  p .m . ,  
d o o r s  o p e n  a t  7 : 3 0  p .m .

L o c a t i o n ;  3 8 8 4 0  W .  S ix  M i l e ,  L iv o n ia  

D e t a i l s ;  J o h n  L a t in i  a n d  J a m i e - S u e  S e a l  

w i t h  T h e  S p r i n g t a i l s ,  A p r i l  8 ;  J il l  J a c k  

a n d  B illy  B r a n d t ,  A p r i l  9 M o s t  t i c k e t s  $ 1 5 , 

a n d  $ 1 2  f o r  s u b s c r i b e r s .  O n ly  c a s h  a n d  
c h e c k s  a c c e p t e d

C o n t a c t :  7 3 4 - 4 6 4 - 6 3 0 2  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n

For a complete listing o f events visit 
hometownlife. com

mailto:sdargay@hometownlrfe.com
http://www.NorthvilleArtHouse.org
http://www.penntheatre.com
mailto:music@schoolcraft.edu
mailto:ply-mouthelks1780@yahoo.com
mailto:ply-mouthelks1780@yahoo.com
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Workshop features ‘nutrient-dense’ condiment-making
W hen you think of con­

dim ents — the ketch­
up, m ustard  or mayo 

you sla ther on a sandwich — 
does the word “healthy” come 
to mind? Probably not. But an 
upcoming workshop through 
the Lathrup Village Recreation 
D epartm ent will show you how 
fun and easy it is to m ake con­
dim ents, sauces, dressings and 
m arinades that are  nutrient- 
dense and healthful.

“We are  so health conscious 
nowadays, this seem ed like 
such a perfec t fit for Lathrup 
Village and our surrounding 
com m unities,” said M aralee 
Rosemond, recreation  coor­
dinator.

The in teractive session, 7-9 
p.m., Thesday, April 12, will be 
presented  by volunteer team  
m em bers of the nonprofit 
H ealthy Traditions Network -  
the M etro D etroit C hapter of 
the Weston A. Price Founda­
tion. P rice was a dentist in the 
1930s and 1940s who traveled 
the world and discovered that 
people who ate traditional diets 
indigenous to their village or 
com m unity had much better 
oral health  and overall health 
than people in industrialized 
areas whose diets lacked es­
sential food factors.

“He was one of the first 
authors of books on health 
through nutrition. He realized 
that m ost of our health comes 
from  our food as long as it’s

D iana
W ing

G U E S T

C O L U M N IS T

good nutrient-rich  food,” said 
HTN C hapter leader, Susan 
Randall of Birm ingham , who 
also is a vendor in the Lathrup 
Village Farm ers M arket (June- 
October).

Randall explained tha t HTN 
offers sem inars and demon­
strations throughout the m etro 
area  so that people can learn 
about and experience foods 
that sustain and uplift.

“We teach ferm entation, 
cultured foods, sour dough 
bread, bone broth. We connect 
consum ers to farm ers we 
know ... that use organic p rac­
tices,” she said. “They may 
have pastu red  beef and chick­
en. They sell bones for the 
bone broth  and they sell eggs. 
We also prom ote naturopathic, 
functional doctors, chiroprac­
tors, and anybody that helps 
with nutrition-based health, 
and preventative and in tegra­
tive m edicine.”

Bone broth
As bone broth is becoming 

popular, Randall recom m ends 
that consum ers buy organic. 
Bone broth benefits include 
im m une support, joint protec­
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L e a r n  t o  m a k e  n u t r i e n t - d e n s e  c o n d i m e n t s .

tion, gut healing, bone 
strengthening, increased  ener­
gy-

“Bones collect what the 
anim als eat and there are  very 
toxic grains and chemicals. 
Animals a re  shot up with anti­
biotics and hormones. You 
don’t  want that in your broth,” 
she said. ‘T’U buy organic 
chickens and I’ll save the 
bones and I ’ll m ake organic 
turkeys and save the bones, 
and when I get a  bag full, it’s 
slow and low in the crockpot.”

A panel of 4-6 persons from

HTN typically will presen t a 
workshop and explain the food­
m aking process, provide reci­
pes, and bring  product sam ­
ples. For the nutrient-dense 
condim ent workshop, HTN 
m em bers will m ake ferm ented 
m ustard, two d ifferent kinds of 
ketchup, a peanut sauce, a 
m ayonnaise and more.

Like m any other m em bers 
of the group, Randall was look­
ing for support when she 
joined HTN.

“I had a  whole list of auto­
immune diseases,” she said. “I

was so sick I could barely 
walk. Now I’m living a very 
active, energetic l i f e ... I ’m so 
happy I found H ealthy Tradi­
tions N etw ork to help me get to 
another level of wellness. I t’s a 
fabulous, fun group.”

HTN also will presen t a 
p rogram  7-9 p.m., Tbesday,
May 17, at Lathrup Village City 
Hail. The guest speaker is 
R ichard Ng, M.D., from  the 
C enter For Holistic Medicine 
in West Bloomfield. A special­
ist in holistic medicine, sports 
medicine, acupuncture, nutri­
tional medicine, natural hor­
mones, strength  training and 
conditioning. Dr. Ng wiU share 
his knowledge on detoxing 
your body naturally.

“H e’s phenomenal. H e’s the 
man who saved ray life. That’s 
how I found the group,” Ran­
dall said.

R egister for the Healthy 
Traditions N etw ork workshops 
through PayPal by visiting the 
events page at H'TNetwor- 
k.org, o r by calling 248-828- 
8494. Tickets are  $20 per per­
son in advance. Pre-regis­
tration  is required  for Ng’s 
program . Tickets are  available 
at the door for the nutrient- 
dense workshops for $30 per 
person. Call fo r special pric­
ing: $30 for 2 persons. Work­
shops will be held in the Com­
m unity Room of Lathrup Vil­
lage City HaU located at 27400 
Southfield Road.

Pair lam b w ith m in t salsa o r pesto fo r fresh  fla vo r
S pring gatherings wouldn’t 

be the sam e without one 
classic centerpiece: leg of 

lamb.
W hether roasted  or grilled, 

a leg of lamb is a tried  and true 
addition to the spring table. As 
elegant as it is, it’s also simple 
to prepare.

For a new take on tradition, 
swap conventional m int jelly 
with a vibrant salsa verde or 
m int-pistachio pesto for a 
fresh, but familiar, flavor that 
com plem ents the rich  taste  of 
Am erican lamb. Follow these 
easy guidelines for preparing  
the perfec t boneless leg of 
lamb roast:

» For generous portions, 
figure on one half pound of 
Am erican lamb p er serving.

» Use a  good m eat th er­
m om eter to determ ine done­
ness. m edium  rare: 145 F; m e­
dium: 160 F.

» Remove the roast from  
the oven when the internal 
tem pera tu re  reaches 10 de­
grees less than your desired 
tem perature; it will reach  de­
sired doneness while it rests, 
allowing the m eat’s juices to 
settle.

» Carve the roast across the 
grain so the m eat will be ten ­
der.

Find m ore springtim e cele­
bration-worthy Am erican lamb 
recipe ideas at am ericanlam b- 
.com.

Courtesy of Family Features

G RILLED  BUTTERFLIED  
AM ERICAN  LAM B LEG  
WITH MINT-PISTACHIO 
PESTO
Serves; 6-8

3  p o u n d s  b o n e l e s s  I e9 o f  
A m e r i c a n  l a m b ,  b u t t e r f l i e d  

s a l t  a n d  p e p p e r  ( t o  t a s t e )

1 c u p  s h e l l e d  p i s t a c h i o s

1 c u p  f r e s h  m i n t  ( l e a v e s  o n l y )

^  c u p  f r e s h  I t a l i a n  p a r s l e y

V* c u p  p l u s  2  t a b l e s p o o n s  

e x t r a - v i r g i n  o l i v e  o i l

2  t a b l e s p o o n s  r e d  w i n e  v i n e g a r  
1  t a b l e s p o o n  l e m o n  j u i c e  ( t o

t a s t e )

1 t e a s p o o n  l e m o n  z e s t  

Vi t e a s p o o n  s e a  s a l t  ( t o  t a s t e )  

f r e s h l y  g r o u n d  b l a c k  p e p p e r  ( t o  

t a s t e )

p i n c h  r e d  c h i l i  p e p p e r  f l a k e s

H e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0  F.

L a y  l a m b  l e g  o p e n  o n  a  c u t t i n g  

b o a r d .  T r i m  o f f  v i s i b l e  f a t .  S e a s o n  

l a m b  g e n e r o u s l y  w i t h  s a l t  a n d  

p e p p e r ;  a l l o w  t o  s i t  a t  r o o m  t e m p e r ­

a t u r e  f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  p r i o r  t o  g r i l l ­

i n g .

T o a s t  p i s t a c h i o s  b y  p l a c i n g  in  

s i n g l e  l a y e r  i n  s h a l l o w  d i s h  o r  p a n  

a n d  b a k i n g  8  t o  1 0  m i n u t e s .

I n  f o o d  p r o c e s s o r ,  a d d  p i s t a c h i o s ,  

m i n t ,  p a r s l e y ,  o i l ,  v i n e g a r ,  l e m o n  

j u i c e ,  l e m o n  z e s t ,  s a l t ,  p e p p e r  a n d  

c h i l i  f l a k e s ;  b l e n d  u n t i l  s o m e w h a t  

c h u n k y .

H e a t  g r i l l  t o  m e d i u m - h i g h .  G r i l l  

l a m b  l e g  t o  m e d i u m - r a r e  ( r e m o v e  

f r o m  h e a t  w h e n  t h e r m o m e t e r  r e a d s  

b e t w e e n  1 3 0  F  a n d  1 3 5  F ) , o r  t o  

d e s i r e d  d o n e n e s s .  R e s t  m e a t ,  l i g h t l y  

c o v e r e d ,  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 0  m i n u t e s  

b e f o r e  s e r v i n g .  S l i c e  m e a t  a c r o s s  

g r a i n  i n t o  t h i n  s l i c e s .

S e r v e  l a m b  w i t h  p e s t o ,  g r i l l e d  

v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  s a l a d .

M i n t  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  g r e a t  p a i r i n g  

w i t h  l a m b  b u t  m i n t  J e l l y ?

A MINT P ES T O , MINT 

CHIM ICH U RI OR A S IM P LE  
M ARINADE O F LEM O N S, 

G A R LIC  AND FR ES H  MINT.

ROASTED BO N ELESS LEG  OF AM ERICAN  LAM B WITH FINGERLING POTATOES, LEEK S AND MINT SA LSA  VERD E

S erves ; 6 - 8

3  g a r l i c  c l o v e s ,  s m a s h e d  a n d  

p e e l e d

2  c u p s  l o o s e l y  p a c k e d  f r e s h  

f l a t - l e a f  p a r s l e y  l e a v e s
1 c u p  l o o s e l y  p a c k e d  f r e s h  m i n t  

l e a v e s
3  a n c h o v y  f i l l e t s

1 t a b l e s p o o n  c a p e r s ,  d r a i n e d  a n d

r i n s e d

Vi t e a s p o o n  k o s h e r  s a l t  

Va t e a s p o o n  f r e s h l y  g r o u n d  b l a c k  

p e p p e r

2  t a b l e s p o o n s  p l u s  1 /31S  c u p  
e x t r a - v i r g i n  o l i v e  o i l ,  d i v i d e d

3 - 3  Vi p o u n d s  b o n e l e s s  l e g  o f  

A m e r i c a n  l a m b ,  b u t t e r f l i e d

2  Ml t e a s p o o n s  k o s h e r  s a l t  

d i v i d e d

3  l a r g e  l e e k s

2  p o u n d s  f i n g e r l i n g  p o t a t o e s ,  

h a l v e d  l e n g t h w i s e  
1 t a b l e s p o o n  e x t r a - v i r g i n  o l i v e  o i l

P o s i t i o n  r a c k  i n  l o w e r  t h i r d  o f  

o v e n  ( s o  r o a s t  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e )  

a n d  h e a t  t o  3 2 5  F.

W i t h  f o o d  p r o c e s s o r  r u n n i n g ,  

a d d  g a r l i c  c l o v e s .  W h e n  f i n e l y  

m i n c e d ,  s t o p  m o t o r ,  r e m o v e  t o p  a n d  

s c r a p e  d o w n  b o w l .  A d d  p a r s l e y ,  

m i n t ,  a n c h o v i e s ,  c a p e r s ,  s a l t  a n d  

p e p p e r .  P u l s e  u n t i l  i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  

f i n e l y  c h o p p e d .  P o u r  i n  2  t a b l e ­

s p o o n s  o l i v e  o i l  a n d  p u l s e  t o  c o m ­

b i n e .  T r a n s f e r  a b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  

p a s t e  t o  s m a l l  b o w l  a n d  c o v e r  w i t h  

r e m a i n i n g  o l i v e  o i l .  C o v e r  t i g h t l y  

a n d  r e f r i g e r a t e  u n t i l  s e r v i n g  t i m e ,  

o r  u p  t o  2  d a y s .

SU8MITTED
R o a s t e d  B o n e l e s s  L e g  o f  A m e r i c a n  L a m b  w i t h  F i n g e r l i n g  P o t a t o e s ,  L e e k s  

a n d  S a l s a  V e r d e

L a y  l a m b  f l a t  o n  c u t t i n g  b o a r d  

w i t h  f a t  s i d e  u p .  T r i m  f a t  t o  n o  m o r e  

t h a n  % i n c h .  T u r n  m e a t  o v e r  a n d  

t r i m  a w a y  a n y  l a r g e  c h u n k s  o f  f a t  

f r o m  i n t e r i o r ,  b u t  l e a v e  t h e  r e s t  

i n t a c t .  B e  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  t r i m  a w a y  

c o n n e c t i v e  t i s s u e  t h a t  h o l d s  m e a t  

t o g e t h e r .  S e a s o n  l a m b  o n  b o t h  s i d e s

w i t h  2  t e a s p o o n s  s a l t .

S p r e a d  s a l s a  v e r d e  p a s t e  o v e r  

i n t e r i o r  o f  m e a t  t o  e d g e s ,  r u b b i n g  

i n t o  c r e v i c e s .  R e s e r v e  r e m a i n i n g  

s a l s a  v e r d e .  R o l l  l a m b  u p  l e n g t h w i s e  

i n t o  c y l i n d e r .  U s e  k i t c h e n  t w i n e  t o  

t i e  c y l i n d e r  a t  1 / 2- I n c h  i n t e r v a l s .  T i e  

a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  t w i n e  l e n g t h w i s e

t o  s e c u r e  e n d s .  A l l o w  l a m b  t o  s i t  a t  

r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e  1 - 2  h o u r s  b e f o r e  

r o a s t i n g .  I f  y o u  p l a n  t o  w a i t  m o r e  

t h a n  2  h o u r s  b e f o r e  r o a s t i n g ,  l o o s e ­

ly  c o v e r  a n d  r e f r i g e r a t e  r o a s t ,  b u t  

b r i n g  t o  r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e  b e f o r e  

c o o k i n g .  P a t  o u t s i d e  o f  r o a s t  d r y  

u s i n g  p a p e r  t o w e l s  b e f o r e  r o a s t i n g .  

T r i m  d a r k  g r e e n  t o p s  f r o m  l e e k s .  

H a l v e  l e e k s  l e n g t h w i s e  a n d  r i n s e  

w e l l .  P a t  d r y  a n d  c u t  i n t o  2 - i n c h  

p i e c e s .  P u t  l e e k s  a n d  h a l v e d  p o t a ­

t o e s  i n  l a r g e  r o a s t i n g  p a n .  D r i z z l e  

v e g e t a b l e s  w i t h  o l i v e  o i l ,  s e a s o n  

w i t h  r e m a i n i n g  s a l t  a n d  t o s s  t o  c o a t .  

S p r e a d  v e g e t a b l e s  a r o u n d  r o a s t i n g  

p a n  i n  e v e n  l a y e r .  P l a c e  l a m b  r o a s t  

o n  t o p ,  s e a m - s i d e  d o w n  a n d  t r a n s ­

f e r  t o  o v e n .  R o a s t  u n t i l  a n  i n s t a n t -  

r e a d  t h e r m o m e t e r  i n s e r t e d  i n t o  

c e n t e r  o f  m e a t  r e a c h e s  1 3 5  F f o r  

m e d i u m - r a r e ,  a b o u t  1-1  Vi h o u r s .  

T r a n s f e r  l a m b  t o  c u t t i n g  b o a r d  

a n d  a l l o w  m e a t  t o  r e s t  f o r  2 0 - 3 0  

m i n u t e s ,  l o o s e l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  f o i l .  

T h e  i n t e r n a l  t e m p e r a t u r e  w i l l  i n ­

c r e a s e  t o  1 4 5  F. B r i n g  r e s e r v e d  s a l s a  

v e r d e  t o  r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e .  T o s s  

v e g e t a b l e s  i n  r o a s t i n g  p a n  t o  c o a t  i n  

p a n  d r i p p i n g s .  I f  t h e y  a r e  t e n d e r  

a n d  b r o w n e d ,  s e t  a s i d e  i n  a  w a r m  

s p o t  w h i l e  m e a t  r e s t s .  I f  n o t ,  r e t u r n  

t o  o v e n  t o  f i n i s h  c o o k i n g .

T r i m  a w a y  k i t c h e n  t w i n e  a n d  c u t  

r o a s t  i n t o  / 2- i n c h - t h i c k  s l i c e s .  A r ­

r a n g e  s l i c e s  o v e r  v e g e t a b l e s .  S t i r  

s a l s a  v e r d e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  o i l ,  s p o o n  

i t  o v e r  m e a t  a n d  s e r v e .

mailto:SDARGAY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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GET OUT OF 

YOUR LEASE EARLY!

0%  FOR 60 MONTHS 
ON SELECT MODELS

T u rn  y o u r  S u p p l ie r  D is c o u n t  in t o  
t h e  G M  E m p lo y e e  D is c o u n t  

o n ly  a t  S e r r a  C h e v r o le t !
2016 TRAX 
FWD LS

MSRP $21,195* 

STARTING  
A S  LOW  A S ... 

$15,998*

• ECOTEC 1.4L Turbo 4 Cyl Engine
• 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
• Remote Key iess Entry
• Steering Wheel Controis
• 7” Color Touch Screen MyLink 

Radio
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/Buiit in Wi-Fi
• Chevroiet Compiete Care 

Inciuded

STK#161483

7 M 0 ^

24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN
N O  E M P L O Y E E  D I S C O U N T  N E E D E D

2016 EQUINOX 
FWD 1LT

MSRP $27,680*

STARTING  
A S  LOW  A S ...

$22,981*

^ 1 6 9

STK# 161346• 2.4L DOHC Engine
• 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
• Remote Key iess Entry
• Biuetooth for Phone
• Rear Vision Camera
• Aiuminum Wheels
• Chevrolet Complete Care 

Included
______  N O  E M P L O Y E E  D I S C O U N T  N E E D E D

7 M O *
24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

2016 MALIBU 1LT
ALL NEW DESIGN!

MSRP $25,895*

STARTING  
A S  LOW  A S ...

$22,633*
•  1.5L Turbo DOHC Engine
• 8 Way Power Seat
• Remote Keyless Entry
• Rear Vision Camera
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/Built in Wi-Fi
• 7” Oolor Touch Screen MyLink

.  S " r o i . ,  Com pi.,. c .  “ 0 " ™  L E A S E  W ITH  $ 9 9 9  DOW N
Included N O  E M P L O Y E E  D I S C O U N T  N E E D E D

bIMF

^ 1 6 7 mo

STK# 161259

2016CRUZE1LT
ALL NEW
^ESIGNJ^

MSRP $21,995*

STARTING  
A S  LOW  A S .. 

$19,991*

' 1.4L Turbo Engine 
’ 6 Speed Automatic Transmission 
' 7" Color Touch Screen MyLink 

Radio
’ Remote Keyless Entry 
' Rear Vision Camera 
' Chevrolet Complete Care 

Included

^ 1 4 9

STK# 161719

mo*
24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

N O  E M P L O Y E E  D I S C O U N T  N E E D E D

2016 TRAVERSE 
FWD LS

MSRP $32,650*

STARTING  
A S  LOW  A S ... 

$25,834*

• 3.6L V6 Engine
> 6 Speed Automatic
• 8 Passenger Seating
> Powers Drivers Seat with Lumbar 

Support
« Chevrolet Complete Care 

Included

® 2 0 9

STK# 161271

7 M O ^

24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

2017 VOLT 
5 DOOR H/B

ALL NEW 
DESIGNI

MSRP $34,555*

STARTING  
A S  LOW A S .. 

$31,592*
•  1.5L4 Cyl Engine
• Automatic Transmission
• Power Windows/Locks
• Cruise Control
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/Built in Wi-Fi
• Chevrolet Complete Care 

Included

STK# 170003

mo*
36 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

2016 SILVERADO DOUBLE 
CAB 4X4 LT

MSRP $42,020* 
STARTING  

A S  LOW  A S ... 
$34,309*

• EcotecS 4.3L V6 Engine
• Automatic Transmission 
« GM Spray-in Bedliner
• Remote Keyless Entry
• Aluminum Wheels
> Chevrolet Complete Care 

Included

STK#160868

7 M O *

24 MONTH LEASE WITH $1,299 DOWN

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
CREW CAB 1 LT 4X4

MSRP $45,230*

STARTING  
A S  LOW  A S ... 

$31,970*

> Ecotec3 4.3L V6 Engine
' 6 Speed Automatic Transmission 
' GVW Rating - 7100 LBS
> Trailing Equipment Package
> Remote Vehicle Start
• Rear Vision Camera
• Front Fog Lamps
• 18” Bright-Machined Aluminum 

Wheels

STK# 152222

SAVE OVER

’‘ 1 3 ,2 6 0 1
OFF OF MSRP

W e  P a y  Y o u r  

S a l e s  T a x  o n  

R e m a i n i n g  

2 0 1 5  M o d e l s

s e r r a c h e v r o l e t . c o m  /  f in d  r o a d s

“OUR SHOWROOM IS  OPEN LAl^  D = i  i  |  /  A  \
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE”  J  b l J  \  s h o p  2 4 / 7  a t

M w i d a y  t h r u  T h u r s d a y  9 : 0 0  A M  -  9 : 0 0  P M  s e r r a c h e v r o l e t .c o m

S a t u r d a y  9 : 0 0  A M  -  4 : 0 0  P M  ^  ^

ON TELEGRAPH • NORTH OF 1-696 I SERRACHEVROLET.COM | 888.375.8695
All applicable rebates have been included in the starting as tow as Pricing & Payments. All Payment & Pricing options are plus tax, title, plate. DOC and CVR fees with 10,000 miles per year and include the GM Competitive Lease Program with approved tier At Credit. A Security deposit might 
be required, a disposition fee is required at lease end. Pictures might not represent actual vehicle and you must take delivery by Wednesday, April 13,2016.0% financing for 60 month with available with approved credit on select models. Limited quantities are available at the advertised 
prices. GM Employee discount is required for the Traverse, Volt, Silverado’s.


