WOMEN BEHIND BARS

Series continues in Thursday's Observer

and at hometownlife.com
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Hughes

LeAnne Rogers
staff Writer

Described as an exceptional leader
committed to getting violent offenders
off the street and making the city a
better place to live, Officer Abraham
Hughes has been honored as the Wayne
Police of the Year for 2015.

“Afew words come to mind about
Officer Hughes: dprofessional, loyal,
hardworkin dedicated,” Wayne
Police Chie Alan Macia? said. “It’s nice
to have a dedicated employee like him.
He always puts the department and
citizens first.”
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honored as officer of year

Apatrol officer, Hughes joined the
department in Februai” 2002, Maciag
said that Hughes is a highly effective
team player and his proactive approach
to law enforcement has set an example
for others in the department.

The police officer of the year is se-
lected by the department’s Citation
board based on nominations from de-
partment members.

Two particular incidents were noted
in the recognition of Hughes.

In February 2015, Hughes was dis-
patched to the Wayne Chase Bank

See OFFICER, Page A2

SUBMITTED
Wayne
Police 2015
Officer of
the Year
Abraham
Hughes
(center)
with Chief
Alan
Maciag and
Council
President
Pro Tern
Anthony
Miller.

COOKIE MONSTERS

Michelle Rakovalis and son Adam get ready to bag rice and soy for the Kids Against Hunger event at St Michael Lutheran School.

Sales help church school aid in the fight against hunger

Brad Kadrich

Staff Writer

Students at St. Michael School in
Wayne showed you don have to raise
dollars by the thousands to make a
difference in people’s lives.

Raising money primarily through
the sale of cookies they baked them-
selves —at the bargain price of 28
cents éand worth it at twice the price)
—students helped raise more than
$3,400 to help Kids Against Hunger
feed hungry people around the world.

When the groups involved —St
Michael, Open Arms Lutheran Church
in Belleville, the Wayne Rotary Club
and Thriven! Financial —were fin-
ished, more than 12,000 meals were
ready to be shipped.

“(Students) were really excited to
raise money for this,” St."Michael
preschool director Shlrley Schwecke
said. “They know they have so much.

TOM BEAUDOIN

and we talked about giving back to the
community. When God blesses you
with so much, it’s time to give back.”
Students sold cookies for the

school’s “Drunk or Dreat” event last
fall, then sold them on Wednesdays
each week. Kids Agalnst Hunger, the
Omaha, Nebraska-based organization

See COOKIES, Page A2

Residents discuss city’s parks and recreation programs

LeAnne Rogers
staff Writer

Replacing fences and lights, better
maintenance of ball fields, painting and
benches were among items on the want
list for existing Westland parks from a
focus group —the first step toward an
upcoming parks and recreation survey.

Two invited focus groups met with a
facilitator who wilU take their input and
use it to formulate survey questions
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that will, in part, gauge
communlty interest ina
YMCA. The larger focus
grou c&)nsisteld of I21
eople drawn large

?ronq local athletigc a)s/so- -He
ciations, community
groups and some mem-
bers of the city’s parks
and recreation advisory board.

When asked for a quick word to
describe Westland, comments ranged

vl

Adams

from “a good place for kids to grow
up,” “plenty of potential with plenty to
go,” “very welcoming” to “doesn’t care
about youth.”

The last comment came from Todd
Southern of the Westland Youth Athlet-
ic Association. Southern and his wife
Marie were among the residents criti-
cal of the condition of the parks.

“Any of the other parks dont look
like Tattan Park. The city is so much
more than city hall and fire station,”

said Marie Southern, noting poor condi-
tions at VVoss/Civitan Park.

There used to be basketball at the
park, she said, but that was removed.
There isn’t enough parking at Voss
Park, which has three baseball dia-
monds and a lighted field, she said, but
people were ticketed for parking on the
concrete pad that was formerly the
basketball court.

See PARKS, Page A2
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Continued from Page Al

branch, which had just
been robbed. Hughes
began to review photos
of the suspect and was
able to determine that
the initial description
provided was inaccurate.
By providing an accurate
description based on the
photos, Hughes enabled
the other responding
officers to identify and
arrest the suspect.

The second incident
happened in September
2015 when Hughes was
the first officer to re-
spond to a homicide that
had just happened in the
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4000 block of Cham-
berlain. Hughes en-
countered the suspect,
who was later charged
with killing his step-
grandfather with an
ax, and took him into
custod%.

“Officer Hughes
displayed great cour-
age and professional-
ism by putting his own
safety in jeopardy and
taking a violent felon
into custody,” Maciag
said.

_ Hughes was recog-
nized at a recent
Wayne City Council
meeting, receiving a
proclamation from the
city, Wayne County
and American Legion
Post 251 in Westland.
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that has sent meals to 60
countries around the
world, needed a $2,800
cgmmitment to get start-
ed.

That goal seemed a bit
out of reach in the begin-
ning. But, cookie by cook-
ie, the kids reached it.

“When we knew we
had to raise $2,800, it
looked really large,” said
volunteer Michelle Rako-
valis, who helped orga-
nize the event. “When we
hit it, we thought, ‘Just
continue on.” The kids
wanted to see how many
more meals we could
provide.”

Seventh-grader Ash-
ley Jones knows there
are people not only
around the world but
right here at home who
don't have the same ad-
vantages her family en-
joys.

She said raising the

PARG
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The old lights at the
Voss ball field apparently
provide little light due to
the difficulty o getting
replacement bulbs. The
Southerns said that they
have to work on the
fields, including mowing.

Another complaint
was the loss of baseball
players to communities
with better facilities and
the end of volleyball and
basketball programs with
the closing of the Bailey
Center.

Westland Area Jaycee
Jim Hart commented
that his group was proud
of Jaycees Park located
near Mike Modano Ice
Arena. Itsthe largest
Jaycees Park in the state.

“Central City Park
looks so great —it’s won-
derful. When | have peo-
ple here, I show it to
them,” he said. “In Jay-
cees Park, we need real
pavilions with concrete
floors and better lighting
for the ball fields.”

For Southeast West-
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money and providing the
meals was “ nice thing to
do” as “servants to God.”

“I didn’t think we
could raise that much,”
she said. “When we got to
the goal, | knew we were
blessed by God.”

Thms out they went
well past the goal. By the
end of the day, volun-
teers had packaged more
than 12,800 meals (one-
third to go overseas,
one-third into storage for
natural disasters such as
hurricanes and torna-
does, and one-third to the
Salvation Army to help
hungry families locally).

That part was impor-
tant to those involved.

“There are kids in our
area who go to bed hun-
gry,” Schweeke said.
“The tagline for Kids
Against Hunger is ‘feed-
ing kids around the world
and around the comer.’
Our kids took that to
heart.”

bkadrkh@hometownHie.zom
Twitter: @bkadrich

land Homeowners Asso-
ciation President Delores
Flowers and resident
Reasther Everett, the
focus was on wanting
redevelopment of Stottle-
myer Park, located inside
the Annapolis Park Sub-
division.

“Citizens built it. The
city only cut the grass
when we called them,”
Everett said.

Suggesting supervised
after-school programs
forg/oungsters. lowers
said the city needs to
paintand replace broken
equipment in the parks.
““\uneed to take up old
fencing and have places
for older persons to sit
and reflect,” she added

Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board member
Ron Graunstadt com-
mented that Corrado
Park is very well main-
tained. “People use the
walking path, there are
two play%;rounds. The
basketball courts are now
for volleyball,” he said.
“People from outside —
adults and kids —came
and there was violence.
Parents used a Sawzall
(recipirocating saw) to

hometownlife.com
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St. Michael Lutheran School sixth-graders Emma Vacca and
Emjlia Grvenhagen fill bags of much needed food that helps

those around the world.

cut down the basketball
hoops.”

Wayne-Ford Civic
League President Vic
Barra commented that he
volunteers his weekends
working in city parks,
notingi the improvements
completed at Corrado
Park and Cayley Park in
Norwayne.

“There are 19parks in
the city. It takes a lot of
effort. We can beat our-
selves up all day for what
didn't get done, but it
takes a lot of energy to do
it,” he said. “We need to
figure out what needs to
be done. Also, what about
people with disabilities?”

e n questions came
abouta YMCA and what
type of programs might
be offered, the members
of the group had ideas
about what they would
envision —a pool, work-
outarea, programs for
children.

Some expressed con-
cerns thata YMCA would
compete with existing
workout facilities such as
Planet Fitness or youth
sports already offered
locally.

Promising that the

lights at Voss and Jay-
cees parks would be
fixed, Parks and Recrea-
tion Director John Ad-
ams said he appreciated
the discussion. If resi-
dents have questions or
concerns about parks,
they can also use the city
website.

“If you go to parks and
recreation, there is a
question button and each
park is listed,” he said. “It
IS time-stamped and
trackable.”

Information from the
two focus groups will be
used to develop the sur-
vey questions. Adams
said the surveys will
likely be set up for dis-
tricts in the city.

“The city is 20 square
miles. The districts of the
city will be to account for
different needs,” Adams
said. “The survey will be
this spring. It will take
the consultant three
weeks to get us a draft of
the questions.”

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039

Twitter: @iRogersObserver
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPador Android!
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Skywarn

David Veselenak

Staff Writer

Warmer weather
means severe weather
when it comes to south-
east Michigan.

Those looking to
sharpen their weather-
spotting skills can learn
more at a Skywarn train-
ing session, taking place
at 7p.m. Wednesday in
the auditorium at the
Robert and Janet Bennett
Library, located at 32777
Five Mile in the Livonia
Civic Center campus.

“We're moving into
the severe weather sea-
son. The idea is to make
the community and resi-
dents more aware of the
season itself,” said Brian
Kahn, Livonia’s emergen-
ch)reparedness director
and a recent retiree of
the city’s police depart-
ment. “It’s a great pro-
gram that teachers peo-
ple about the weather.”

The session, which
wiU last no more than
two hours, win train
attendees to spot severe
weather and relay it to
local authorities quickly
to reduce looming
threats. The training is
done in conjunction with
the National Weather

Trading cards stolen

An employee at RIW
Hohby and Games, 29571
Five MUe, came into the
Livonia police station
Wednesday evening to
filea reiJort of a custom-
ers stealing several hun-
dred dollars worth of
Magic: The Gathering
trading cards from the
store.

The employee said the
suspect, who was a reg-
ular at the store, came in
and purchase some items.
He then walked around
the store, going to a dis-
play case where several
Magic cards were on
display. He then allegedly
reached into the display
and took several of them
and left without paying.

>
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training coming to Livonia

FILEPHOTO

Brian Kahn, Livonia's emergency preparedness director, at a
2014 Skywarn training event in Livonia. Another Skywarn
training session is coming Wednesday to Livonia at the Robert
and Janet Bennett Library on Five Mile, east of Farmington,

Service, the city’s emer-
ency preparedness
epartment, the Livonia

Amateur Radio Club and

the Wayne County Ama-

teur Radio Operators.
The event is free and

no advance registration
is required. Anyone is
welcome to attend, not
just Livonia residents.
Kahn said severe
weather is something
most people don't pay

LIVONIA COP CALLS

The employee brought in
arecording of the in-
cident captured on cam-
era, as well as images of
the cards taken, police
said. Their value was
listed at more than $1,200.

Retail fraud
reported

Police were called
Thursday afternoon to
Home Depot, 13500 Mid-
dlebelt, on the report ofa
retail fraud.

When pohce arrived,
they spoke to a store
employee, who told them
the two suspects were
seen walking inand grab-
bing a cart. They loaded
mosaic tiles into the cart
and allegedly attempted
to leave the store without
paying for them. They

were stopped and de-
tained until police ar-
rived, who arrested them.
The suspects said they
needed the items fora job
but did not have any mon-
ey, police said.

Shoplifting suspect
flees

Police were dis-
patched Thursday eve-
ning to Walmart, 29555
Plymouth, onthe report
ofa retail fraud suspect
who had fled the store,

Astore employee told
police they saw the sus-
pect enter the store and
select several Nintendo
Wii U game controllers.
The suspect was report-
edly seen concealing the
items and trying to leave
the store. He was stopped
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attention to until it has
almost arrived, some-
thing trained weather
spotters can help alle-
viate by detecting
signs of dangerous
weather approaching.
With their help, Kahn
said, authorities can
be alerted if some-
thing terrible, such as
atornado or other
natural weather event,
occurs in the area.

“It’s out of sight,
out of mind. You still
have to prepare,”
Kahn said. “There’
nothing we can do to
avoid the weather.”

For those interest-
ed in attending but not
able to make it to
Wednesday’s event in
Livonia, several other
sessions are listed in
southeast Michigan in
future weeks. Those
interested in locating
another session can do
o by going to the
National Weather
Services website and
finding another local
training session at
weather.gov/dtx/
spotter2.

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

by anem IOYee, but
reportedly fled out of
the store. The control-
lers were reportedly
recovered in the park-
ing lot.

Police went looking
for the suspect, and
saw someone who
matched the descrip-
tion inthe nearby
Chili's restaurant. He
appeared out of
breath, police said.
Police arrested him
and took him to the
police station for proc-
essing.

- Compiled by David
Veselenak from reports filed
with the Livonia Police
Department

Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android f
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Larceny from a
vehicle

Avresident at the Land-
ings Apartments, 6441
Lakeview, told police that
around 4a.m. he heard
funny noises coming
from the parking lot.
When he checked, he said
he found his 2016 Ford
Explorer was missing aU
four tires and rims. The
vehicle, which had the
rear passenger window
broken, was left sitting
on cinder blocks. The
stolen tires and rims
were valued at $2,000.

Larceny

The furnace and air
conditioning unit were
reported stolen from a
vacant home in the 34000
block of Florence on
March 9. The missing
equipment was valued at
$6,000. The owner told
police he had last been at
the home March 2 and
the items were there.
When he returned, he
said the front door was
open and the door knob
had been knocked off.

Larceny

» Aresident in the
7800 block of Crabtree
told police March 9that a
$200 pair of boots she
ordered were never re-
ceived. She said the UPS
tracking showed the
package left at her home
Dec. 14

» Also March 9, a resi-
dent in the 32000 block of
Parkwood told police that
he had never received a

air of block Nike Air

ax boots valued at $180.
He said UPS showed the
delivery had been made
Feb. 8 and left on the
front porch.

Break in

Two Android cell
phones were reported
stolen from a home in the
400 block of Pineapple on
March 9. The resident
told police that she re-
turned home about 2 a.m.
to find her front door
open and holes in the
walls.

The officer noted the
front door had been

forced open. Along with
the missing phones, the
resident said her two
Chihuahua puppies es-
caped through the open
front door. One puppy
was found but she had
been unable to locate the
second dog.

Vandalism

Police were called to
the 35000 block of Castle-
wood just after 3:30 a.m.
March 13when a resident
reported seeing three
people walk by via his
security camera. He said
he heard a loud noise and
then saw the three leave
inan SUV.

Going outside, he said
he noticed a broken win-
dow on a vehicle. Offi-
cers contacted the vehi-
cle owner who reported
nothing missing from her
car.

Larceny from a
vehicle

» Overnight on March
13, aresident in the 37000
block of S. Heather told
police that overnight
someone had entered her
unlocked vehicle to steal
a duffel bag containing
clothes.

» Aresident in the
32000 block of Wood-
worth Court told police
that overnight March 13
someone had stolen a
pair of Ray Ban sunglass-
es valued at $130 from
her unlocked car.

Fraud
AWestland man told

olice March 10that he

ad been contacted by
his bank about a $45
charge made to a store in
Chicago using his credit
card. He said he had the
card in his possession
and hadn't been in Chi-
cago.

Vandalism

Overnight March 8, a
resident at the West
Hamptons Condomini-
ums, 7394 Central, told
police that someone had
smashed the rear window
of his vehicle while it
was in the parking lot.

LeAnne Rogers
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Boy hopeful in national adaptive bike giveaway

Brad Kadrich

Staff Writer

Her Eregnancy was moving
along like most pregnancies,
with the morning sickness and
the baby kicking and the prep-
aration.

But for Allison McRae and
her husband, Duncan, and
their their newborn son —
William —the end of normal
came three weeks early. Wil-
liam was born prematurely, in
respiratory distress, not
breathing.

He weighed just 3 pounds,
13 ounces, and spent 28 days in
the Neonatal-Intensive Care
Unit. Within a year, William
had been diagnosed with cere-
bral palsy. At 18 months, he
had a feeding tube. He’ also
afflicted with what his mom
calls “pretty severe epilepsy.”

So life hasnt been normal,
at least not by most people’s
definition. Now, though, comes
a chance to provide a sliver of
normalcy to William’ life,
through a bicKcIe giveaway
from Friendship Circle, the
West Bloomfield-based charity
that has been providing assis-
tance and support for more
than 3,000 families of children
with special needs since 1994,

Friendship Circle has
launched its fifth annual Great
Bike Giveaway, a national
effort to provide as many as
600 adaptive bikes to children
with special needs.

William McRae, now 6 years
old, is one of the children hop-
ing to win the kind of bike that
would cost the family upwards
of $3,000 otherwise. The
thought of winning the bike —
and giving her son a chance “to
be like other kids” —brings
Allison McRae to tears.

“Our life is pretty limited
with what we’re able to do,”
Allison McRae said. “To have
something to do that’ light and
fun, and to be able to watch my
son play around like any other
kid... would be just about the
best thing in the world to me.”

The Friendship Circle give-
away is a national effort to
Brovide adaptive bicycles to

oys and girls with special
needs. The giveaway honors
Michaela Noam Kaplan, who
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PUT WILLIAM ON
WHEELS

What: Friendship Circle annual
Great Bike Giveaway

Wher): Voting ends March 30; win-
ners tentatively scheduled to be
chosen March 31.

Why: Friendship Circle hopes to give
away up to 600 adaptive bicycles to
special-needs children.

Helping William: Donate, vote or
become an ambassador at
www.friendshipcircle.org/
bikes/2016/02/william-m/

More information: www friend-
shipcircle.org/bikes/about/

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Six-year-old William McRae of
Livonia is one of hundreds of
special-needs children registered in
Friendship Circle's fifth annual Great
Bike Giveaway.

also suffered from cerebral
palsy and whose spastic quad-
riplegia did not allow her mus-
cles to move fluidly on their
own.

Friendship Circle has part-
nered with nine adaptive bicy-
cle companies around the
country. Adaptive bicycles are
extremely costly and while
more than 74 million kids
across the U.S. ride bikes as an
everKday part of childhood, it’s
not the case for children with
special needs,

“We all know the feeling
when our children turn 5or 6
and learn to ride a bicycle,”
said Bassie Shemtov, director
of Friendship Circle, “It’s the
freedom our children feel
thats incredible. Its a very
special feeling. (But) most
special-needs children cant
ride a bike. They don't ever get
that feeling.”

That’s what the McRae fam-
irlel wants for William. Michaela

aplan is the daughter of a
family friend, Gabrielle Bur-
man, and Allison McRae —
who also has step-daughters
Sydney and Lindsey —also
heard about the giveaway on
Facebook,

She signed up immediately
(only the first 600 entrants
were going to be part of it) and
started seeking “ambassadors”
(folks to help spread the word).
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Allison McRae speaks about the contest to provide special bikes for kids

like her son William.

Anyone wishing to help can
donate money, become an am-
bassador or—maost important-
ly —vote for William at his
Friendship Circle pa?e
(www.friendshipcircle.org/
bikes/2016/02/william-m/).

The bike for which they’re
entered is a Riftin Tricycle, an
adaptive tricycle that would
not only help him with his mo-
tor skills, it would give William
the freedom other kids have,

“Socially is where we’d get
the most out of it,” Allison said.
“He’ll be able to play outside

with other kids.”

William gets some of that at
school. The 6-year-old attends
Cooke School in Northville,
where they work with special-
needs students ages 3-26. At
school, William has access to
an adaptive tricycle.

Jeanine Lithgow, a physical
therapist at the school who
works with districts in North-
ville and Livonia, said the bike
William and the other kids ride
at Cooke provides big benefits
in terms of muscle develop-
ment, head and trunk control

and respiration.

She said it’s a way for spe-
cial-needs kids to exercise
that’s “socially acceptable” and
is of great social value.

“It’s a way for kids to look at
a child with special needs and
sag/, ‘They’re like me, they ride
a bike like me,”” Lithgow said.
“We find that most of the kids,
when they get to ride the bike,
they have a smile on their
face.”

The McRaes want to get
William a bike for home, but as
a one-income family —Duncan
owns Grain Line Artistry, but
Allison stays home with Wil-
liam —they really can't afford
it.

Shemtov, Friendship Cir-
cle’s director, understands the
problem. Many parents of
children with special needs,
she said, simply cannot afford
an adaptive bicycle and
Friendship Circle of Michigan
wants to make this dream a
reality for their children.

She’d like to get bikes for all
600 entrants, and said they’ll
grive away however many
they’re able to get. Todo it,
Shemtov knows Friendship
Circle will need generous sup-

ort,

“Our children are ourgreat—
est and most precious an
valuable commodity,” Shemtov
said. “We are kindly asking you
to show your generosity by
supporting the children and
Butting smiles on the faces of

oys and girls throughout the
United States.”

Voting closes March 30, and
winners In each category are
scheduled to be drawn the
following day.

Entrants come from near
—Jayce Wargowsky of North-
ville is one —and far. Amd
obviously, Allison McRae is
hoping William is one of the
chosen children. But she un-
derstands how he might not be,
given all of the children on the
list. She has spent time reading
all of the profiles, and wipes
away tears every time.

“My heart aches,” she ad-
mitted. “It’s so hard not to vote
for every child on there.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich

Check out these exciting
career opportunities!

For even more

opportunities see our

“award winning”
classified section!

contact us at careers@ Kometownlile.com or call 1-800-579-7355

TEAM
"'A LR ehlann.tauon
Physical/Occupational

Hap.ists
ich s e

Maybe the Grass

IS Greener...

Search hometownlife.com
To advertise, call: 800-579-7355

You'll never know if you don’t look. Take a
peek today, and browse hundreds of local job
opportunities from a variety of exciting employers.

O&E Media’s Jobs Section

In Print & Online

O bserver & E ccentric

AR
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Kosowski appointed to law commission

House Democratic
Whip and State Rep.
Robert Kosowski, D-
Westland, has been ap-
pointed to the Michigan
Commission on Uniform
State Laws.

The MCUSLIs the
Michigan delegation to
the National Conference
of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws. The
delegation meets with

commis-
sioners
from other
states to
try and
bring uni-
formity to
state law
where
wide varia-
tions between states
could complicate the
resolution of interstate

Kosowski

problems.

Members of the
MCUSL include two ap-
pointees by the Speaker
of the House, two appoin-
tees by the Senate Major-
ity Leader, and three
members appomted by
the Legislative Council.
Kosowski was appointed
by Speaker of the House
Kevin Cotter, R-Mount
Pleasant.

“It is truly an honor
that Speaker Cotter
chose me to fill the
vacancy on this com-
mission,” Kosowski
said. “I look forward
to working with my
colleagues and other
members and hope to
add another perspec-
tive in our discus-
sions.”

Teens create art with Post-It notes

The teen area of the
William P. Faust Public
Library of Westland re-
ceived two new visitors
recently: Batman and
Superman.

Using only Post-It
Notes, a group of middle
school and high school
students recently worked
with teen librarian Jody
Wolak to create giant
pixel-art creations of the
two superheroes.

Wolak planned the
event after being in-
spired by pictures of
Post-1t pixel art online.

“Since the Batman vs.
Superman movie comes
out this month, it seemed
like the perfect time to
create some superheroes
for the teen area,” Wolak
said. “And Post-It art
appeals both to the more
analytical and more cre-
ative among us.”

In total, the project

required 1,150 Post-It
Notes.

The art project has
been getting a lot of at-
tention from library
R/Itrons College student

ary Lesniak watched
the pixelated super-
heroes being made.

“It’s amazing how it all

came together. It was a
really creative idea,”
Lesniak said. “It looks
really cool,” agreed high
school student Jordan
Alexander.

The Westland Public
Library offers a variety

of programs for children,

teens and adults. Up-
coming events for teens
include a Peeps photog-
raphy contest, book club
and S’'mores Indoors
cooking program. For
more information about
the programs, visit
westlandlibrary.org.

SUBMITTED
Teens created Batman and Superman at the Westland
library using nothing but Post-It notes.

St. Mary’s Catholic School offers tours

Thesdays in April are
Tour Days at St. Mary’s
Catholic School in
Wayne.

Parents and guardians
of prospective students
are invited to tour the
school. They will have an
opportunity to meet
teachers and the princi-
pal, and view classrooms
and work done by stu-
dents.

Registration and tu-
ition information for the
2016-2017 school year

will be available. Fam-
ilies may also inquire
about Thition Assistance
Programs

St. Mary is a diverse
school that offers a mul-
titude of enrichment
programs that students
can explore beyond the
core curriculum.

Among those enrich-
ment programs are:
on-site campus learning
specialist; during- and
after-school tutoring;
student council; National

Junior Honor Society;
choir/bells/band; scout-
ing; CYO sports; Aca-
demic Olympics; before-
and after-school care;
and National Scripps and
Knights of Columbus
spelling bees.

The school has kin-
dergarten through
eighth grade classes
along with preschool for
3-year-olds and 4-year-
olds.

Call 734-721-1240 to
make an appointment.

St. Mary's Catholic School
In Wayne.
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John Glenn student
to attend national
media conference

Grace Mortson, a
student at John Glenn
High School, has been
selected to represent
Westland as a National
Youth Correspondent to
the 2016 Washington
Journalism and Media
Conference at George
Mason University.

Mortson joins a select
group of students from
all over the country for
an intensive study of
journalism and media.
Mortson was chosen
based on academic ac-
complishments and a
demonstrated interest
and excellence in jour-
nalism and media stud-
ies.

National Youth Corre-
spondents participate in
hands-on, experiential
learning through deci-
sion-making simulations
that challenge them to
solve problems and ex-
plore the creative, practi-
cal and ethical tensions
inherent in journalism
and media. The experi-
ential portion of the pro-
gram is complemented
by speakers who are
well-known leaders in the
media community. Pre-

senters include promi-
nent journalists, CEOs of
major media outlets,
researchers and recent
college graduates suc-
cessfully entering the
field. Past speakers have
included Hoda Kotb from
NBC, Brian Lamb from
C-SPAN, Pulitzer Prize-
winning photographer
Carol Guzy and Sonya
Ross from the Associated
Press.

With distinguished
faculty, guest speakers
and direct access to elite
D.C. practitioners, the
Washington Journalism
and Media Conference
offers aspiring journal-
ists and student leaders
an unparalleled experi-
ence. The week long
program, held at George
Mason University's state-
of-the-art campus, win
encourage and inspire
young leaders from
across the country who
desire a unique experi-
ence focused on success-
ful careers in this dynam-
ic industry.

The Washington Jour-
nalism and Media Confer-
ence will be held July
10-July 15,2016.

Amateur radio club
hosts testing March 31

The Garden City Ama-
teur Radio Club will be
hosting a testing session
on Thursday, March 31,
at 7 p.m. at Garden Clty
Presbyterian Church.
1841 Middlebelt, Garden
City, south of Ford Road
on the west side of the

street.

Ham radio operators
can take the Technician,
General or Extra Class
license exams to obtain
their ticket or upgrade.
Walk-ins are welcome.
For more information,
email ac8fj@arrl.net.

Visit us online
at hometownlife.com.

The Srart Hearnng Bxqoerience!

1 Small, barely noticeable hearing
aids packed with incredible features.

' Experience sounds by streaming
directly to your bluetooth-enabled
hearing aids.

1 Discreetly adjust settings with atap
or swipe on your smartphone.

NOOOoH - FREEI=

purchaseofa pair of Siemens $25 Dunkin' Donuts Gift Card

IeveI3Nnaxdlgltal hearlngalds | Wlth FREE HearllaIScreemn(%S

% IIGmI
b iib

Digital hearingaids startingat
A A= N Y

ClfodakTrepsdats |

Jb

Cdlfcra FREDarorstration!

Ask us about special offers for
Ford, GM and Chrysler members.

HearUSA

Merri-Five Shopping Center
31160 Five Mile Road, Livonia
Call: 734.525.3900

28 Locations in Michigan

www.hearusa.com
Mtthenl Critvg AiD Licarsed Hering/Ad Cioereer#810013 fid6 R

The Henry Ford Super Vision Center in Westland

IS NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS.

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE CARE CONVENIENT.

Need an ophthalmologist? Henry Ford is committed to improving
your family’s eye health while making it convenient for you. At our
Westland Super Vision Center, we offer both ophthalmology and
optometry care in one location. This includes;

« Comprehensive ophthalmology care

« Advanced medical and surgical treatment for eye conditions,
including:

- Cataracts
- Glaucoma
- Cornea issues, including dry eye disease and cornea transplant

« Optometry care, contacts and glasses through Henry Ford
OptimEyes

« Lab for same-day glasses on most prescriptions

SEJAL R. AMIN. M.D.

Comprehensive Ophthalmology
& Cornea

HENRY FORD OPTIMEYES SUPER VISION CENTER - WESTLAND
35184 Central City Parkway, Westland, MI 48185

D fI'ARIMIM I OF
O pHTH AI.LM Ol.OC.Y

To learn more or make an appointment, visit henryford.com/eyes
or call (734) 524-7667.


mailto:ac8fj@arrl.net
http://www.hearusa.com
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The best in show Continental at the
No. 1 Lincoln dealer in the nation

Introducing the New
2017 Continental, Lin-
coln’s newest addition to
its already stellar fleet of
vehicles. The smooth
features of the Continen-
tal, such as the innovative
e-latch door handle that
opens with a single touch
and its seamless one-
piece grUl with iconic
star mesh, lend to a bold
style that is distinctly
Lincoln. With available
twin-turbocharged 3.0L
GTDIV6 engine, effi-
cient horsepower-per-
liter output and an avail-
able AWD powertrain,
the Continental is already
proving to be the vehicle
to beat in 2016 and be-
yond.

The announcement
was made that the 2017
Lincoln Continental was
named the 2016 North
American International
Auto Show’s Best in Show
at a Detroit Economic
Club annual luncheon
with Detroit Mayor Mike
Duggan, Wayne County
Executive Warren C.
Evans, Macomb County
Executive Mark Hackel
and Oakland County Ex-
ecutive L. Brooks Pat-
terson.

The Lincoln Continen-
tal is one of many amaz-
ing vehicles that will be
available to consumers
from Lincoln in 2016.
Dealerships all over the
country are preparing to
receive these vehicles.
Varsity in Novi already
has the best of what Lin-
coln has to offer and will
soon have the Continen-
tal, as well. The dealer-
ship has held the honor of
highest volume sales
globalf!?/ since 1997.* Var-
sity offers anewly re-
modeled showroom, in-
door delivery area and
service reception where
the highest in customer
service is available.

Varsity Lincoln always
works to make sure their
customers remain num-

The 2017 Lincoln Continental was named the 2016 North American International Auto Show's Best in Show.

ber one. Celebrating over
20years in business,
Varsity Lincoln has won
many other prestigious
automotive awards, in-
cluding the Thiple Crown
Award, Lincoln Leaders
of Excellence, Presidents
Award, Ford One Hun-
dred Club, CPO Sales
Leadership and Premier
Club. When you come to
Varsity Lincoln in Novi,
ou’re getting service
rom the best.

With both new and
certified pre-owned Lin-
coln vehicles available,
Varsity runs many spe-
cials throughout the year
to better serve its cus-
tomers. Right now, Varsi-
ty Lincoln is offering a
complimentary mainte-
nance plan for certified
pre-owned Lincoln vehi-
cles. This includes an oil
change, tire rotation and
multipoint inspection
every 7,500 miles for one
year/15,000 miles." With
more than 200 certified
pre-owned Lincoln vehi-
cles available for as little

DR. MICHAEL J. REDMOND,
THE REGION'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE
DERMATOLOGY PRACTICE,
IS PLEASED TO...

as $16,99%5-1-, it’s no won-
der that people will travel
from far and wide to the
Novi dealership to get
“The Varsity Advan-
tage!”

“There are numerous
benefits of purchasing a
certified pre-owned,
including the outstandin
warranty that comes wit
the vehicles,” said Jere
Law, Varsity Lincoln’s
General Sales Manager
and Pre-Owned Director.
“The 100,000-mile free
bumper-to-bumper war-
ranty that comes along-
side all certified pre-
owned purchases is bet-
ter than a new car war-
ranty! Additionally, any-
time you bring your
vehicle in foraservice
visit, you can receive a
loaner for no cost, exclu-
sively at Varsity Lincoln!
The warranty is key with
certified pre-owned and
you will get the very best
at Varsity Lincoln.”

Certified pre-owned
financing is available for
as low as 0.9% APR.**

FOUNDER OF

Dr.Renata T. brindise

Dr. Brindise's interests include

skin cancer screening, prevention, and

treatment, and management of skin conditions
including acne, hair loss, eczema, and psoriasis in
patients of all ages. She has a particular interest in
cosmetic dermatology, with a focus on BOTOX" and
Dermai Fillers, and served as a Cosmetic Dermatology
Training Coordinator for residents. She has also
published articles on general, surgical, and cosmetic
dermatology. Dr. Brindise also speaks fluent Polish,

tl

orrKT OF

MICHAEL j. REIYMOND. M.D.
RENATA T. BRINDISE. D O.

As part ofthe nation’ largest dermatology

Same Day

& Next Day
Appointments
Available

Free Cosmetic
Consultations

FSSZG Newburgh Rd.

Livonia Ml 48154

734.464.8400, ext.0

We participate in most insurance plans
Evening &early morning appointments

practice, our Dermatologists have remarkable
resources to draw on, and can even make
referrals when you travel or move.

~Michael J. Redmond

A dvancedDerm

Offices also in Warren.
Wyandotte. Franklin, Shelby,
and Lathrup Village

.C O m

“Leasing or buying
from a number one deal-
er inthe country gives
you the best selection,
price and service,” Law
said. “Our dealership is
ready to assist customers
with anything, whether it
is special financing or
specific vehicle features.
We can handle even the
most unique situations.”

Besides the high vol-
ume of vehicles that Var-
sity provides, more proof
of their dedication to
customer service comes
from the customers
themselves. “If you want
areally nice experience
at a dealership, go to
Varsity. | see the differ-
ence,” customer Aretta
Mackenroth said.

“Our customers speak
for themselves about
their experiences,” Law
said. “This dealership
provides the Varsity
Advantage. Team mem-
bers here are selected
based on their unwa-
vering focus on customer
care and satisfaction.

When you read the re-
Views our customers
write online, you can see
how happy they are, be-
fore, during and after the
sale, that’s enough for
us.”

Whether you need to
purchase, finance, or
service a new or pre-
owned vehicle. Varsity
Lincoln is the right place.
Use the website new car
shopping tools to assist
you in finding the perfect
new vehicle or search our
inventory to find a great
deal on a low-mileage
pre-owned vehicle. Plus,
you can check out the
current online specials
and promotions that
change all the time!

With hours both during
the week and on week-
ends, Varsity Lincoln in
Novi Sales and Showroom
is here to serve you:

» Mon. 8:30a.mto 9

p.m.
» TUe. 8:30a.m to 6

p.m.
» Wed. 8:30a.mto 6
p.m.

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Dearborn 1/2 Classic

H
$2.65Nb.

(Not Sliced)

pro
Counti
Deiry Pure

Whde,
2 Gal for 85

Fresh

ite Mk sale

Store Made

Holiday or Regular
Kielbasa
5*6 Ib. pkg $3.49/|b-

Frito Lay
Lay’s

SRR

Florida

STaiiﬁdC%&B Strav¥c§)e$r4ries

"$1.801b."

2 for

Fres Krakus

COURTESY OF VARSITY LINCOLN

5 Thu. 8:30a.mto 9

p.m.
» Fri. 8:30a.mto 6

p.m.
» Sat, 8:30amto5

.m.
Visit VarsityLincoln-
.com or call 888-697-6345
to learn more about how
Varsity is here to serve

you.

As the No. 1Lincoln
dealer inthe nation for
the 18th year in arow, we
invite you to come get
“The Varsity Advan-
tage!” Come take a test
drive today!

*8asedon 12/2015 total
certified pre-owned Lincoln
sales report.

**As low as 0.9% APR for up to
36 months on select vehicles for
qualified customers with Tier
0-1approval through preferred
finance source. Offer subject to
change at any time. See Varsity
Lincoln for details.

+Subject to availability. See
Varsity Lincoln for details.
""Offer ends 2/29/16. See Varsity
Lincoln service advisor for
details.

Dearborn Spiral Sliced

H
355N,

Please order early.

Stfoh's
Premium Ice
Cream

48 02 Select Varieties

$2.88

Jidaho

Idaho

Potatoes
Sibbag?2 TOF $3

sLogls OpgEren

33503 Five Mile » Livonia » 734- 261-6565
www.stansmkt.com
Hours: Monday - Saturday. 9am to 9pm

Sunday 9am to 7pm


http://www.stansmkt.com
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LINCOLN 18 Tearsin a Row I
F ind o u t w hy
49251 Grand River at Wixom Rd. « Novi, MI 48374
(800) 240-8730 IVarsityLincoln.com
Over 800 Vehicles Ready To Gol
Complimentaily 6-Year/100,000-Mile
lanager’s Special
2013 Lincoln MKX
Ultimate FWD
Multi-Zone A/C
Remote Engine Start
Only 38,055 miles
NOW O\LY
922,995
201.Lincoln Nsnigalor Ullimalc4WD 2014 Lincoln MKZ UltimateAWI) 2014 Lincoln MKS LeoBoostAWI)
»Satellite Radio «WiFi Hotspot «All Wheel Drive
*Rear Parking Aid * Multi-Zone AC «Multi-Zone A/C
«Only 51,950 miles +Only 30.123 miles «Only 29,652 miles
NOW ONLY l’\lkOW ONLY NOW ONLY
m 2093 26,995 *27,995
2013 Lincoln MKT LcoBoost AWI) 2014 Lincoln MKZ Ultimate FWD 2014 Lincoln MKZ Ultimate FWD
*Bluetooth Connection <Remote Engine Start *WiFi Hotspot
«Keyless Start «Active Suspension «Climate Control
«Only 32,803 miles *Only 12,424 miles «Only 7,677 miles
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY NOW ONLY
9 ~2 3,9 95 9 -
2014 Lincoln MKZ Ultimate FWD 2014 Lincoln MKS Ultimate FM D 2014 Lincoln MKS AWD
‘Heated Mirrors «Trip Computer *Bucket Seats
‘Leather Seats «Multi-Zone A/C * Multi-Zone A/C
'Only 7,077 miles *Only 30,351 miles «Only 8,962 miles
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY, NOW ONLY
*
, 0. 24,995 *28,995
incoln MKZ Ultim ate AVVI) isvlé"'”co'”Nav'gatoru'“mate 2014 Lincoln MKX U Itim ate AWD
« Climate Control « Satellite Radio « Multi-Zone A/C
«Turbocharged * Keyless Entry *Security System
*Only 23,373 miles +0Only 50,090 miles +Only 6,549 miles
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY NOW ONLY
*22,995 *36,995 *34,995
2014 Lincoln MKZ Hybrid FVVD Check It Out!
2012 Lincoln MKZ
i oener Ultimate FWD
«Traction Control
+Only 23,340 miles «Multi-Zone A/C
NOW ONLY *Power Steering
23,995 *Only 56,613 miles
2013 Lincoln MKT EcoBoos] NOW ONLY
*WiFi Hotspot
«Climate Control n 4 ! 9 95
+Only 39,580 miles
NOW ONLY
6,995
n o Sa\e thousandson a LINCOLN
LiNncoLN | Certified Pre-Omied I>ineoln. CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
49251 Grand River at Wixom Rd.  Novi, Ml 48374 Meticulous 200-point inspection by
factory trained technicians
(8 00 ) 240-8730 IVarsityLincoln.com * 6-year / 100,000-mile comprehensive

warranty coverage
« Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

THE SALE IS ON...

“Based on 1/2016 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report, ‘As low as 0.9% APR for up to 48 months on select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1
approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change atany time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. +Price does not include tax. title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject
to change. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 3/31/16,
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2016 FUSION SE PAD

MSRP $25,140

A Si760 $1949 Due at Signing

4 0O
X u MONTH 24 \onth Lease
[ Lease  DOWN!

Security Deposit aived. Taxes, titie and license fees extra.

2016 ESCAPE SE PAD

Security Deposit \aived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

*

LOCAL NEWS
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For all of your automotive needs>>>>>>>>>>>>

2016 FOCUS SE PAD

MSRP $20,485
Plan Price $18,877

PER $1080 $1269 Due at Signing!

MONTH nm aiM i With 24 iMontii Lease
LEASE | for A/Z plan customers

89

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

2016 EXPLORER XLT 4X2

MSRP $35,945
Plan Price $32,852

1

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title and license fees extra.

HMEEII RME

37300 MICHIGAN AVE. AT NEWBURGH ' WAYNE « JUST EAST OF 1-275

SALES HOURS

Mon. & Thurs. 8 am - 9 pm
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8 am - 6 pm

VIWNCENTTEr.cOm

IS,

SERVICE HOURS

Monday - Friday

j“96 Jeffri
7 am - 6 pm j effries Fwy
JACK
CEMVER
M-153 Ford Road
' ‘ US-12 Michigan Ave.
>m Ford Fwy.

15 Minutes from Everywhere!


http://www.demmer.com
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For all of your automotive needs » » » » » »

Western Wayne County’s Dealer!

QUICK LANE

FORD SERVICE i FORD SERVICE FORD SERVICE

LOW PRICE.

MAIL-IN REBATE on The Works T I r e

« Synthetic Blend Oil Change G U A R A N T E E

« Tire Rotati d Pressure Check

'SJa:kﬁ?:‘gE%ZESS - r? " i~ Why buy tires anywhere R E B A T E

« VVehicle Check- | I ..

- FudTopOff else, when your dealer Additional "50 REBATE
 Fitr Crock offers all of this: when using the Ford

+ 30-day price guarantee Service or Quick Lane

« Belts and Hoses Check
¢ All makes and models

%PM ttoq @a %ﬁ '%a ehi
3id

H AILE R joncfoonpetiterseument pricead nevecttiresold by cealershi
@mlerfammaecaals o pnpettrsautert prcea et resodbycilesip

SERVICE BODY SHOP

*See Deeler for conplete ditails

PRE OWNED DEPT

“with approved credit

37300 MICHIGAN AVE. AT NEWBURGH « WAYNE « JUST EAST OF I-275

SALES HOURS SERVICE HOURS
Mon. & Thurs. 8 am - 9 pm www.demmer.com Monday - Friday
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8 am - 6 pm 7am -6 pm

12 MdignAe
194 Ford Fny,.

Loaking for your#1 Serving Teemin Metro Detroit? Look nofurther. Gamein today and discover the Dermer Difference!’ 15 Minutes from Everywhere!


http://www.demmer.com
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SUBMITTED
Kirk Franklin will attend
the Westland St. Vincent
de Paul event to benefit
families in Flint.

Gospel
singer to
aid with

water drive

Grammy-winning

Ig_ospel singer Kirk

ranklin will be mak-
ing an appearance at
the Westland St. Vin-
cent de Paul Thrift
Store host a Good
Friday water-thon to
benefit families in
Flint.

Praise 102.7-FM
host Randi Myles will
broadcast live from
the store on North
Wayne and Hunter
during the water-thon,
which runs from 10
a.m. to 3 p,m. Along
with bottled water,
donations of toiletries
will also be accepted.

Franklin, a seven-
time Grammy-winner,
is slated to visit the
water drive from 2-3

p.m.

Located at 6613 N,
Wayne Road, the St.
Vincent de Paul store
is also a donation cen-
ter.

For over 130 years,
St. Vincent de Paul has
provided vital ser-
vices in Southeast
Michigan, including
food, shelter, medical
and dental care, utility
assistance, disaster
relief and emergency
support. Additionally,
SD operates 11 thrift
stores throughout the
community and pro-
vides outreach pro-
grams to the youths.

N

BariatricSolution
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Former White House florist shares stories

David Veselenak
Staff Writer

It wasn't always Rob-
ert Scanlan’s plan to
move to Washington, D.C.

The native Michi-
gander was living on the
east side of Detroit with
his partner in the earl¥/
’90s, when a job transfer
had them move from
Michigan to the nation’s
capital.

That was a spring-
board to Scanlan becom-
ing assistant chief florist
for the White House for
13years.

“We made that deci-
sion, and it was the best
decision we ever made,”
he said.

Scanlan was the final
speaker at the season’s
Livonia Town Hall event
Wednesday morning at
St. Mary’s Cultural Cen-
ter. Scanlan, along with
his brother, ran Scanlan’s
Fisher Road Florist in
Grosse Pointe for 10
years before leaving for
Washington. He served as
assistant chief florist
under three presidents:
Bill Clinton, George W.
Bush and Barack Obama.
He retired in 2010.

He said he was noticed
by people in the White
House looking for florists
to do some side work on
events at the executive
home. After a few times
of helping out with differ-
ent events, he was of-
fered a full-time job in
the White House.

He talked about many
of the arrangements he
helped assemble, for
numerous state dinners,
luncheons and visits from
foreign heads-of-state,
including Queen Eliza-
beth of England.

He talked about doing
other events, such as the
ringiing in of the new
millennium. After guests
left the White House to
head to New Year’s Eve
events, Scanlan said a
call came in to have the
staff head to the top of
the executive mansion.

“We went up to the
roof of the White House,

SAINT
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Listening to former White House fiorist Robert Scanlan.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Robert Scanlan speaks about his experiences as White House

fiorist.

and there was a spread on
the table with champagne
glasses and champagne,”
he said. “And we as a
staff toasted on the roof
of the White House for

Lose up to 70 percent of your excess
body weight in the first year.
Learn more at a free educational seminar.

February 4 « March 3 = April 7

6 to 7:30 p.m.

St. Mary Mercy Livonia

North Auditorium

36475 Five Mile « Livonia, 48154
Registration is recommended.

MICHIGAN BARIATRIC

INSTITUTE

A Bariatric Surgery Center of Exceilence

stjoeshealth.org/mbi

877-Why-Weighf

2000. That was pretty
special.”

Getting close
Farmington Hills resi-
dent Clare McAuliffe
said she enjoyed the dis-
cussion, though had a bit
of a hard time hearing

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road

(JustE Cr\ayne

Westland, M1 48186
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and seeingfrom her seat
in the back.

She said she hadn't
thought about all the
extra work it took to get
flowers inand around the
White House on a weekly
basis. Scanlan said many
flower arrangements are
switched out twice a
week to keep them fresh.

“I didn’t know it was
on such a grand scale,”
she said. “I had no idea.”

Whenever an admini-
stration changed, Scanlan
said, there was always
some unease among the
staff, because the new
president could want
others in their roles. But
during both transitions,
Scanlan and many others
remained, being told to
continue doing the work
they had been doing with
some changes made from
the previous presidency.
He remembered that
feeling the day before the
Clinton administration
ended.

“Part of it for me was |
was told that we had to
sign this paper (saying)

Way.

If. .

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

that we could be let go if
the new administration
decided they wanted to
bring in new staff,” he
said. “On the other side of
it, | kept thinking, ‘well,
at least 1've had a couple
of good years.™

He got close with
many of the families,
doing events for them
and receiving personal
notes from many of them.
One of the more special
events Scanlan recalled
helping with was the
wedding of Jenna Bush in
2008 in Texas. He was
flown down on Air Force
One (atthe expense of the
president, he added), and
assisted with setup and
arranging the wedding.

“It was magical,” he
said. “It was so perfect.”

The Livonia Town Hall
series will begin up again
in October.

dveselenak@hometownHfe.com
1734-678-6728 Twitter:
@DavidVeselenak

Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!
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Happily ever after

The Alexander Blue
House at Greenmead
hosts Happily Ever Af-
ter, a chance to remi-
nisce about weddings,
showcase vintage gowns
and photos from 7-9:30
p.m. Thursday, April 14.

Visitors will begin at
the decorated Historic
Newburg Church for a
presentation, followed by
the “reception” at the
Alexander Blue House
for hors d’oeuvres, spar-
kling beverages, wed-
ding cake and coffee.

Advance tickets are
$15, available at the
Greenmead office, Mon-
day-Friday, 9a.m. to 4:30
p.m. All tickets are non-
refundable and at a first
come, first serve basis.
Sorry, no walk-ins.
Tickets will be sold
through Monday, April
11 All proceeds benefit
the preservation of
Greenmead Historical
Park.

1,000 books
Families are invited to
join the 1,000 Books Be-
fore Kindergarten pro-
ram at the Livonia Pub-
Ic Library. It’s a nation-
wide challenge that en-
courages parents and
caregivers to regularly
read aloud to their chil-
dren. By reading just one
book a night, families
can reach the 1,000-book
goal in three years and
provide children essen-
tial early literacy skills.
The 1,000 Books Be-
fore Kindergarten pro-
ram is available to all
amilies with children
between the ages of birth
and five years. Regis-
tration is open. For more
information, call the
library at 734-466-2493 or
visit livoniapubliclibra-
ry.org. This program is
free of charge.

Spring bazaar
St. John’s Episcopal

Church hosts its Spring
Bazaar 10a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, April 2, at the
church located at 555 S.
Wayne Road. The event
features arts, crafts.

baked goods, etc., with
lunch available. For
more information, call
734-721-5023 (Monday-
Friday from 11a.m. to
2:30 p.m.).

Lymphoma
fundraiser

The Lymphoma Re-
search Foundation, Take-
down Wrestling Alliance
and Family Video spon-
sor a fundraiser for lym-
phoma research Sat-
urday, March 19, from
4-6 p.m. at 146 S. VVenoy
in Westland.

The event will feature
TWA stars taking pic-
tures and signing auto-
graphs. TWA stars
scheduled to appear
include Machine Gun
Kelly, Jamal King, Big
Gun Jay Abrams, Jerome
Pruitt and Lou Crank.

Bunny brunch

The annual Livonia
Bunny Brunch will take
place at 11a.m. Saturday,
March 19, at the Civic
Park Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road. The
event includes lunch,
crafts and a visit from
the Easter Bunny.

“We are pleased to be
able to continue to offer
affordable family events
to the community,” said
Ted Davis, Livonia’s
parks and recreation
superintendent. “Bunny
Brunch is what signifies
spring to many young
families.”

Tickets are available
for $5 at the Livonia
Community Recreation
Center, 15100 Hubbard.
All attendees over age 2
must have a ticket. For
more information, call
734-466-2410.

Mom2Mom sale
The Garden City High
School Mom2Mom Sale
takes place 9a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, April 23,
at the high school, 6500
Middlebelt. Sellers and
shoppers will get good
deals on new and gently
used baby and kids’
clothes as well as toys,
games, DVDs, books,
strollers, bikes, swings,
bouncers, etc.
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More than 40 robots will be on display at the Livonia District Robotics Competition on March
25-26 at Churchill High school, on Newburgh near Joy Road. The event will also feature a
stained glass panel developed by the Livonia Warriors FRC 2832 Imagery team led by FRC
Mentor Sally Davis (right) and Stevenson senior Jordan Pompa. The event is free and robot
matches run forjust a couple minutes, all day long.

There will be more
than 85 tables, a large
item area, concessions
and a bake sale. Admis-
sion is only $1 ($2 for
early birdat 8:30 a.m.).
Thbles are $25 for an
8-foot table/chair in-
cluding standard rack
space (you provide rack).

For more information,
visit facebook.com/
gcmom2momsale or
email gcmom2mom-
sale@hotmail.com.

Colbeck hours

State Sen. Patrick
Colbeck, R-Canton, and
District Manager Penn?/
Crider will hold monthly
office hours for March in
Livonia from 11a.m. to
noon Friday, March 18.
The office hours will be
held at the Livonia Civic
Park Senior Center and
will be open to the public.

Colbeck will be on
hand to answer questions
and respond to concerns
any residents of his dis-
trict may have. No ap-
pointment is necessary.

Colbeck represents
the 7th Senate District,
which encompasses the
cities of Livonia, North-
ville, Plymouth and
Wayne, as well as the

townships of Canton,
Northville and Plymouth.

For more information
or to contact Colbeck,
visit senatorpatrick-
colbeck.com or call 517-
373-5713.

Historical society
meets

The Livonia Historical
Society presents Old
Stores a Downtown De-
troit, a PowerPoint pro-
gram by Mike Hauser at
2 p.m. Monday, March 21
Hauser has served as
guest curator for exhib-
Its at the Detroit Histori-
cal Museum and co-au-
thored five books in-
cluding 20 th Century
Retailing in Downtown
Detroit.

The meeting is at the
Friend's Meeting House
next to the General Store
at Greenmead, Livonia's
Historical Park. Park in
front on the south side of
the road. Enter Green-
mead off Newburrqhéust
south of Eight Mile Road.

Public welcome. No
charge. For information,
call 734-416-3848.

Dr. Seuss selfie
The Redford Town-
ship District Library

hosts a “Dr. Seuss Selfie
Contest” during March.
Kids can take a pic-
ture of themselves with
something that repre-
sents the world of Dr.
Seuss, perhaps a stuffed
animal, a T-shirt they
own, a drawing they did
and have the picture on
display in the library for
the month of March,
The most creative
entry will receive a prize

OHIO: Perrysburg

Clio « Eastpoinie
Madison Heights * Monroe *
St. Clair Shores «

+ Toledo MICHIGAN: Burton
- Flint «

Sterling Heights «

(WGRL) A1l

chosen especially for
them. For more informa-
tion, contact the youth/
teen services department
at the library, 313-531-
5960, ext. 117.

Maltese Bingo

The Maltese Amer-
ican Benevolent Society,
Inc., presents “Shamrock
Bingo” Mondays and
Tbesdars at 6:30 I:\P.m. at
33111 Plymouth Road in
Livonia.

The MABSI is donat-
ing SOPercent of its pro-
ceeds from its fundrais-
ing binlgo nights to hMp
www.flintkids.org
throughout March.".

For more information,
call 248-557-2000.

Maple sugaring

The Nankin Mills
Interpretive Center hosts
Maple Sugaring at Cass
Benton Park in North-
vdle 10a.m. or noon Sat-
urday, March 19.

The center will share
the history of maple
sugaring and take a short
hike into the woods for a
tree-tapping demon-
stration. Enjoy pancakes
with the “real thing”
afterward. The Park is
located off of Northville
Road, north of Six Mile
Road. Meet at the picnic
shelter. The program is

See EVENTS, Page A12

- Ciinlon Twp.
Livonia

* Southgate
Westland

Lincoln Park «
Pontiac * Roseville

Taylor = Warren «

Call Blue Lake Charters & Tours for locations and reservations

<866) 2-ROLLEM

(866) 276-5536

it you bet more than you can afford to lose,
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Goody bad and silly matters raised by state lawmakers

Kathleen Gray

Michigan.com

Most weeks that the
Legislature is in session,
theyre dealing with is-
sues and introducing
bills that have sometimes
serious consequences on
the people they repre-
sent.

Other times, not so
much.

In the first category:
Bills were introduced
this week that would
haVe serious implications
for public sector employ-
eesand Foor eople. One
bill Jvould only aUow base
salaries to be used to
cakjilate pension bene-
fitsJor public sector
en”loyees. That means
that overtime, bonuses
and accumulated sick
and vacation time could
not be used in those cal-
culations, which could
lead to significant reduc-
tions in retirement bene-
fits for employees who
get a high amount of
overtime, like police and
firefighters.

Another bill would
require that photos be
included on bridge cards
issued to low-income
Michiganders who use
the cash assistance cards
for things like rent, gro-
ceries and utility bills.
Under the proposed leg-
islation, the bridge card
recipients also could only
use the assistance at
state-approved grocery
stores.

On the less serious
side, legislators pro-

EVENTS

Continued from Page All

outdoors and the trails
can be muddy, so dress
accordingly. All ages

posed: naming the black
swallowtail as the state
butterfly, making the
phrase “Great Lakes
State” the official state
moniker that has to be
used in tourism promo-
tions and license plates,
allowing selfies with
ballots to be taken at
polling places, and allow-
ing the Secretary of State
to only issue 10 fundrais-
ing license plates at a
time.

Right now, there are
fundraising license
plates for Michigan’s 15
state-supported public
universities and 11 other
causes ranging from
agriculture heritage to
disaster relief, and there
are bills that have been
introduced for at least 13
more fundraising plates.
Those bills have not had
hearings yet.

Bills introduced last
week:

House bills

HB 5429: Modify lien
requirements for stor-
age, repair and mainte-
nance of watercraft to
include notice sent to the
owner that has proof of
service. Sponsor: Rep.
Andrea L"ontaine, R-
Memphis.

HB 5430: Allow voters
to take selfies at polling
glaces._ Sponsor: Rep.

am Singh, D-East Lan-
sing.

HB 5431: Prohibit law
enforcement agencies
and universities from
operating vehicle storage
faculties. Sponsor: Rep.

welcome, but the trail in
the woods is not stroller
friendly.
Pre-registration re-
quired for all programs
(ﬁxcept Native Day), at
the Park Office, 33175
Ann Arbor D-aU, West-

PUBLIC NOTICE

Anthony Forlini, R-Harri-
son Township.

HB 5432: Provide for
discounts on nonresident
hunting licenses for out-
of-state residents who
own land in Michigan.
Sponsor: Rep. Scott Dian-
da, D-Calumet.

HB 5433-5434: Create
the bills that wUl cover
aU education-related and
government operation
budgets for the 2017-18
fiscli xear. Sponsor: Rep.
Al Pscholka, R-Stevens-
ville.

HB 5435-5437: Clarify
the rule for authorized
people who are allowed
to replace a residential
water heater, and speU
out minimum experience
necessary for a mechan-
ical contractor hcense.
Sponsors: Reps. Dan
Lauwers, R-Brockway;
Roger Victory, R-Hud-
sonvUle, and Robert Ver-
Heulen, R-Walker.

HB 5438: Require base
pay compensation —
without overtime, bonus-
es, accumulated sick or
vacation times —to cal-
culate public employee
compensation. Sponsor:
Reﬁ. Pat SomervUIe,
R-New Boston.

HB 5439: Change the
date that businesses in
renaissance zones are
exempt from payments
in lieu of taxes to local
government. Current law
says that businesses ina
renaissance zone, after
Dec. 1,2010, don't have to
make the payments. The
new law removes the
date, allowing aU busi-

land, 48185.

Vintage toy show
The Livonia Elks host
a Vintage Toy Show from
9a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 26, at the Elks
HaU, 31117 Plymouth

MINUTES OF BEDFORD

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGS

FOR FEBRUARY 2016

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the approved Minutes for meetings of the Township Board

ofthe Charter Township of Redford for the month of February 2016 are posted at the following
public places within the Tbwnship:

Community Center, 12121 Hemingway
Fire Department, 15145 Beech Daly

nesses m renaissance
zone to be exempt from
payments in lieu of taxes
In renaissance zones.
Sponsor: Rep. Michael
"Webber, R-Rochester
HUIs,

HB 5440: Require
testing for lead and other
contaminants in water
supplied to nonpublic
schools. Another bUI was
introduced several weeks
ago for public schools.
Sponsor, Rep. Robert
Kosowski, D-Westland.

HB 5441: Provide a use
tax holiday for back-to-
school clothing and
school supplies. Sponsor
Rep. Robert Kosowski,
D-Westland,

HB 5442 and 5448-
5449: Provide for active
shooter and other threat
alerts to be sent to cellu-
lar phones, and create
penalties for false re-
E{orts of threats. Sponsor:

ep. Brandt Iden, R-
Oshtemo Township, and
Jon Hoadley, D-K"ama-
200.

HB 5443: Prohibit the
issuance of a license to
buy and possess a gun for
people on the federal
terrorist watch list. Spon-
sor: Rep. Robert Wit-
tenberg, D-Oak Park.

HB 5444: Replace the
Common Core curricu-
lum standards. Sponsor:
Rep. Gary Glenn, R-
Midland.

HB 5445: Prohibit
injunctive relief or dam-
ages for medical mari-
juana dispensaries who
are operating in violation
of local ordinances. Spon-

Road (east of Merriman).
Customers may find
comic books, hot wheels,
games, lunch boxes. Star
Wars and Star Trek
items, sport and non-
sport cards, posters,
movie/TV items, models,
G.l. Joes, music memora-
bilia, records, beer signs
and more. Admission $5,
kids under 12 free. For
more information, call
Joe (daytime) at 586-775-
3289 or Jacquie at 586-
329-8213.

sor: Rep. Leslie Love,
D-Detroit.

HB 5446: Eliminate
the requirement that
neighborhood enterprise
zones send a report on
assessed values and tax-
es to the Michigan En-
terprise Zone Authority.
Sponsor: Rep. Eric Leuth-
euser, R-Hillsdale.

HB 5447-5448: Allow
the Secretary of State to
create and sell only 10
fundraising license
plates at any one time.
Sponsor, Rep. Peter Pet-
tiia, R-Presque Isle.

HB 5450: AUow for
professional develop-
ment days for teachers to
be counted as instruc-
tional time. Sponsor: Rep.
Jim Tedder, R-Clarkston.

HB 5451: Require that
photos of bridge card
recipients be included on
the cards, prohibit the
cards from being used at
automated teller ma-
chines or to access cash
at a retailer, and estab-
Ush that bridge cards can
only be used for rent,
utilities, child care and
certain products at state-
approved grocery stores.
Sponsor: Re&). Martin

owrylak, R-H-oy.

HB 5452: Provide fora
religious exemption from
electronic fUing for em-
ployment benefits. Spon-
sor: Rep. Joel Johnson,
R-Clare,

Senate bills

5B 844: Provide for
the conveyance of state-
owned property in In-
gham County to Emer-

Catholic series

St. Michael the Arch-
angel Catholic Church
continues Season 7 of its
Why Be Catholic series
of personal stories and
testimonies with an un-
usual and compelling
local speaker.

Kim Steelman, whose
journey has moved from
a life shaken to its core
by abuse and widowhood,
to a new life founded on
the teachings and social
justice doctrine of the

gent BioDefense Opera-
tions in Lansing. Sponsor:
Sen. Rick Jones, R-Grand
Ledge.

SB 845-847: Designate
the “Great Lakes State”
as the official moniker of
Michigan and require
that it be used in travel
promotions and on li-
cense plates. Sponsors:
Sens. Wayne Schmidt,
R-Traverse City; John
Proos, St. Joseph, and
Dale Zorn, R-lda.

SB 848: Protect free
speech rights of student
journalists. Sponsor: Sen.
Rick Jones, R-Grand
Ledge.

SB 849: Require state
departments to annuaUy
report assets over a cer-
tain amount. Sponsor:
Sen. Patrick Colbeck,
R-Canton.

SB 850: Designate the
black swallowtall butter-
fly as the official state
butterfly. Sponsor: Sen.
Curtis Hertel, D-East
Lansing.

SB 851: Require gun
owners to hold firearm
liability insurance. Spon-
sor: Sen. Coleman Young
11, D-Detroit.

SB 852: Allow for the
installation of automated
safety cameras in school
buses in cities with a
population of at least
500,000 —which in Mich-
igan is only Detroit —in
order to send citations to
drivers who violate traf-
fic ordinances near
school buses. Sponsor:
Sen. Bert Johnson, D-
Highland Park.

Catholic Church, shares
her story at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, March 14, in the St.
Michael School cafeteria.
There is no charge or
registration requirement
for these meetings and
all are welcome.

St. Michael is at 11441
Hubbard, just south of
Plymouth Road, between
Farmington and Merri-
man roads, in Livonia.
For more information,
visit livoniastmichael.org
or email whybecathol-
ic@livoniastmichael.org.

Library, 25320 Six Mile Road

Department of Public Services, 12200 Beech Daly
Police Department, 25833 Elsinore

Town Hall, 15145 Beech Daly

Approved Minutes may also be viewed on-line at www.redfordtwp.com

GARTH J. CHRISTIE, Clerk
Charter Township of Redford
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR
REQUEST FOR BIDS

CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
2016 CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES

Sealed bids will be received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia,
Michigan 48154 until 2:00 P.M., local time on Tuesday, March 2™ 2016 at which time the
RFB’s will be secured by the City Clerk. Each bid shall be recorded together with the name
of the vendor. Bids shall be in accordance with the requirements of this notice in order to be
deemed “responsive.” Late bids will be returned unopened.

Instructions and specifications may be obtained by registering with the
Michigan Inter-Govemmental Trade Network (MITN) at

All Addendums will be posted on the MITN website. Any information not obtained from the
MITN website should not be relied upon. Each response to the bid must be provided to the
City of Livonia electronically in Adobe (PDF) format. Faxed bids in response to this request
will not be accepted.

All bids shall be sealed in envelopes, plainly marked with: CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
2016 CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES, name of vendor and shall be addressed to the City Clerk,
City of Livonia, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan 48154.

l\rl]o ver}dor may withdraw their bid within 120 calendar days after the date set for opening
thereo

The City of Livonia reserves the right to reject or accept any or all bids in whole or in part
and waive any irregularities therein. Acceptance of any bid does not constitute a binding
agreement until a written Contract is signed by both parties.

Livonia's Premier

Senior Living

MARYCREST
NOW HIRING

RNs « LPNs « CNAs e« Dining Services
Environmental Services

Rehabilitation Campus

Thursday
March 24

Steven Makie

Maintenance Manager
Published: March 20,2016

Dennis K. Wright
Mayor

LO4AMOO275%0e 3¢

from 8 a.m. - 7p.m.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
REQUEST FOR BIDS

CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
RESTORATION OF THE CITY OF LIVONIA’S SALT DOME

Sealed bids will be received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia,
Michigan 48154 until 2:00 P.M,, local time on Tuesday, April 12 2016 at which time the
RFB% will be secured by the City Clerk. Each bid shall be recorded together with the name
of the vendor. Bids shall be in accordance with the requirements of this notice in order to be
deemed “responsive.” Late bids will be returned unopened.

Amandatory pre-bid meeting will be held in the West Conference Room at the Department
of Public Works Building, 12973 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan (734) 466-2655 at 9:00
AM. on Tuesday, March 29** 2016. Bids will not be accepted from those firms who
do not attend.

Instructions and specifications may be obtained by registering with the
Michigan Inter-(“vernmental Trade Network (MITN) at
www.mitn.info

All Addendums will be posted on the MITN website. Any information not obtained from the
MITN website should not be relied upon. Each response to the bid must be provided to the
City of Livonia electronically in Adobe (PDF) format. Faxed bids in response to this request
will not be accepted.

Al bids shall be sealed in envelopes, plainly marked with: CITY OF LIVONIA MICHIGAN
RESTORATION OF THE CITY OF LIVONIA’S SALT DOME, name of vendor and shall
be addressed to the City Clerk, City of Livonia, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia,
Michigan 48154.

No vendor may withdraw their bid within 120 calendar days after the date set for opening
thereof

The City of Livonia reserves the right to reject or accept any or all bids in whole or in part
and waive any irregularities therein. Acceptance of any bid does not constitute a binding
agreement until a written Contract is signed by both parties.

Don R. Rohraff
Director, Dept, of Public Works

Published: March 20, 2016

Dennis K. Wright
Mayor
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Laurel Manor
39000 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia,
Michigan 48150

Sign-on bonuses for
RNs and LPNs
who are hired at
M arycrest.

Pre-apply
online

atTrinitySeniorSanctuary.org/careers

On the spotinterviews after completing
the online application process.

First 7Sapplicants to pre-apply online will be entered into a drawing for

GIFT CARD PRIZES OF $250 AND $500.


http://www.redfordtwp.com
mailto:whybecathol-ic@Iivoniastmichael.org
mailto:whybecathol-ic@Iivoniastmichael.org
http://www.mitn.info
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High Anxiety takes the stage, playing "Are You Gonna Be My Girl."

Pierce Middle School

Scott Daniel
staff Writer

Electric. Sassy. Athlet-
ic.

Any or all of those
adjectives may be appro-
priate to describe Dan-
Nae Pollard’s winning
dance performance at
Wednesday night’s
“Pierce’s Got Talent”
competition. Appearing
as the show’s last act, the
eighth grader brought
down the house with a
stunning assortment of
moves on Thurston High
Schools Weber audi-
torium stage.

“Its Hip Hop contem-
porary,” Pollard told host
Bill Triolet prior to her
performance, “kind of
like ballet.”

An enthusiastic crowd
of nearly 300 filled the
auditorium for the event.
The show replaced “Pa-
triot Idol,” a singing com-
petition, after its eight-
year run.

“We decided to make
changes so many kids
were coming to us want-
"ing to share their tal-
ents,” TViolet explained
to the audience. “We
sthought, ‘why not show-
case that talent?’”

A dozen acts were
featured, from solo to
duet singers to a hard-
rock band and a pair of
dancers. Judge Barbara
Johnston had a hard time
making a decision as to
which act was best.

“All of the kids were
amazing,” the seventh-
grade teacher said. “It’s
awesome to see how
much they’ve grown
from when we held audi-
tions.”

A total of 60 students
tried out for the show.
Judges whittled that
group down to 26 and
then the final dozen for
Wednesday’s festivities.
While judges had a say,
audience members also
voted on their favorites
,with their ticket repre-
senting their baUot.

“We’ve got another
way for you to vote,”
Triolet added. “It% called
green dollars. Each dol-
lar counts for one vote.”

Audience members
put their ballots and cash
.into boxes marked for

'each contestant after the
show. Proceeds from the
evening will go to buying

" supplies for the school.

While Pollard came
out on top, the band High
Anxiety and solo artist
Amber Bogins tied for
second. The duet team of

iICOMPLETE
FUNERAL

We do what most otliers
do for alx)ul half the price.
Husband Family
FuneralHome
Ask lor Kim

734-331-3349
Call lor details a

vvww.rhushand.com |
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Peyton Webster performs a lyrical dance to "Dream On" by

Kelly Sweet.

Evan Black and Annabel
Sandel placed third.

High Anxiety got the
show off to a rocking
start with its rendition of
Jet’s, “Are You Gonna Be
My Girl?” Lead singer
F~on Maki worked the
stage like a seasoned
performer, whipping her
long, dark brown hair
back and forth whUe
belting out the tune with
flare.

Speaking of belting it
out, sixth grader Don-
neysha Poe showcased
her powerful voice with
Adele’s, “Hello.” Class-
mate Makyle Garzes
followed minutes later
with a cooler than cool
performance of, “No
Woman, No Cry” by Bob
Marley.

Peyton Webster had
the evening’s other dance
routine, a classy, lyrical
interpretation of Kelly
Sweet’s “Dream On.”
Bogins drew rave review

INiB M

from the judges for her
soulful performance of
Christina Aguilera’s,
“Hurt.”

Bogins overcame a
slight misstep during the
rendition, a fact not lost
on the judges. “You didn’t
miss a step with your
voctals,” judge Scott Ed-
wards said. “It was com-
pletely seamless.”

Other performances
included; Jaila Berry and
Neriah Johnson singing
John Legend’s, “All of
Me;” Alaya Moss singing
Meghan H-ainor’s, “No
Good For You;” Kelsea
Chisolm singing Justin
Bieber’s, “Love Your-
self;” Carrington Beaman
singing Duffy’s, “Mer-
cy;” and Autumn Jackson
singing, “When | was
Your Man” by Bruno
Mars.

srdaniel@hometownlife.com
734-672-5026

IMS.

Roofinff  In*ulation=
1 ’Energy Replacement WindowW llii
Siding *Trim ¢ Gutters
Cement ¢ Pcrctaes « Decks ¢ Driveways
Garages *» Doors ¢« Railings * Awnings
Chimney & Brick Tuck Pointing
Enclosures
Interior/Exterior Painting

LONPZEB

BILL BRESLER | STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
Carrington Beaman sings
“"Mercy" by Duffy.

BILL BRESLER ]STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
A crew member dances backstage as
Donneysha Poe sings "Hello" by Adele.

NEXT STOP:
ACTION

TAKE THE BUS
TO FIREKEEPERS
AND ENJOY OVER
2,900 HOT SLOTS

AND 6 GREAT
RESTAURANTS!

$20 $5

tN RED HOT IN POINTS
CREDITS for meals,
for free merchandise
slot play or free slot play

Visit FireKeepersCasino.com
orcall877.FKC.8777for
complete line run schedules
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students prove they have talent

BILL BRESLER | STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
Mackenzie Turk belts out
"Are You Gonna Be My Girl"
with the band High Anxiety.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
“No Good For You," sung by
Alaya Moss.

Sm

NiiiM AnuU Yy

BILL BRESLER ) STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
“No Woman, No Cry" is sung by Makyle
Garzes.

REE Lifeline Service

articipate in public assistance programs or

B monthly income level guidelines, you may qualify
R phone' +250 Minutes & Unlimited Texts.

J visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com

access

ESSSsSSHS \//\VIF\?ELES%,

Please join us.

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD
14175 Farmington Rd, Livonia, Ml 48154 gustNoTTHCF1.%)

(734) 522-6830 www.christoursavior.org

Spsdal (S*W © dyp

Good Friday, March 25 at
12:30pm & 7:00pm (Tenebrae)

Family Easter Fair & Egg Hunt

March 26 at 10:00am— noon

Easter Sunday, March 27 at

6:30am, 8:30am & 11:00am

Closed Captioning provided at 11:00am service
on 2nd &4lh Sundays &on Easter Sunday at 11:00am


mailto:srdaniel@hometownlife.com
http://www.enroll.accesswireless.com
http://www.christoursavior.org
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B.LO.C.K. Youth & Teen center goes high tech

Canton’s B.L.O.C.K.
Youth & Teen center
recently teamed up with
27 Best Buy and Geek
Squad employee volun-
teers, along with several
Break a Difference vol-
unteers to host a special
Teen Tech Workshop for
its student members.

This unique hands-on
learning opportunity
called “Blue Gives Back"
—recognizing Best Buy
employees in their blue
staff shirts who give
back to local communi-
ties —enabled over 30
students currently en-
roUed at The B.L.O.C.K.
to experience the latest
cutting-edge digital tech-
nologies in a fun and
nurturing environment.

Program activities
and topics included audio
production with a banana
piano; 3D design and
printing; electrical cir-
cuit creation; stop-motion
animation film-making;
mobile app development;
and more.

“This introduction to
tech skills could possibly
inspire future education
and career choices," said
Laura Mortier,

B.L.O.C.K, coordinator
and recreation specialist.
“It’s one thing to tell
them about technology,
but with this hands-on
training, our students
were exposed to the lat-
est technology in a fun

and interactive setting.”
As experts in technol-
ogy, Best Buy and the
Geek Squad continue to
leverage their knowl-
edge, resources and tal-
ented employee volun-
teers from all over the

HOWARD'S TOWING & COLLISION LLC
37374 Vanhorn Rd.
Wayne, M1 48184

Auction March 29,2016,1:00 PM cash only.

YEAR MAKE SERIAL NO.
2006 Suzuki JS2RC62H365350907
1995 Jeep 1J4GZ78Y0SC779936
1992 Chevrolet 1G1FP23E2NL152269
1997 Chevrolet 1GNDM19WXVB134486
1997 Ford 1FALP52U4VG255700
2001 Ford 1FMYUO01121KC39114

Published: March 20,2016 COAN 33

Theres something differentaboutliving here.

JOIN US FOR OUR TASTE & TOUR
March 22 at 9:30 a.m. Please RSVPto (248) 474-7204 by March 21

29250 West Ten Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills. MI
(248) 474-7204
www.SanctuaryatMaiianOaKiand.org

SANCTUARYAT MARIAN OAKLAND
ATrinity Senior Living Comnunity

Every Life is Stared

All-inclusive senior living starts at $86 8

CITY OF LIVONIA
NOTICE OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE
NOXIOUS WEED AND REFUSE ORDINANCE

TO: All owners, occupants or possessors of subdivided lands or lots:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance with Title 8, Chapter 40 of the Livonia
Code of Ordinances, as amended, of the City of Livonia, all noxious weeds, or other weeds,
grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any
refuse or debris growing, standing or lying upon any property in the City of Livonia, shall
be cut down, destroyed or removed as the case may be, by May 1 of each year and as many
times thereafter as may be necessary. If any noxious weeds or other weeds, grass, brush or
deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any refuse or debris,
growing, standing or lying upon ar(]jy ﬁroperty in the City so ordered to be cut down, destroyed
or removed by May 1, as aforesaid, have not been removed by the owner or occupant of the
premises, then the City of Livonia is hereby authorized to enter upon the land and destroy, cut
down or remove said noxious weeds, grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding
a height of (9) inches, or any refuse or debris growing, standing or lying upon any property in
the City at the expense ofthe owner or occupant of said land. The City may cut down, destroy
or remove noxious weeds, or other weeds, grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths
exceeding a height of nine (9) inches or any refuse or debris, growing, standing or lying upon
any property in the City as many times as is necessary and charge the costs to the property
owner.

In the event the owner or occupant, or anydperson or persons, agent, firm or corporation having
control or management of any subdivided land in any subdivision in which buildings have
been erected on sixty percent (60%) of the lots included in that subdivision and where such
subdivision has a residential zoning classification of R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-6 or R-U-F, or
the owners or occupants, or any person or persons, agent, firm or corporation having control
or management of any property, regardless of zoning classification, which abuts or is adjacent
to the aforementioned subdivisions for a depth of two hundred (200) feet, or the owners or
occupants, or person or persons, agent, firm or corporation, having control or management of
any property, regardless of zoning classification, which abuts or is adjacent to any developed
public park or any developed school or college grounds, whether public, private or parochial,
for a depth of two hundred (200) feet, or the owners or occupants, or person or persons, agent,
firm or corporation having control or management of any property, regariiess of zoning
classification, alon? all improved streets in common usa?e for a depth of two hundred (200)
feet or the depth of the property, whichever is less, shall fail, refuse or neglect to comply with
the above mentioned ordinance, the City shall cause said noxious weeds, grass, brush, or
deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any refuse or debris
growing, standing or lying upon any property in the City to be cut down, destroyed or removed.
Provided, further, that any lands which are situated within the floodplains of any natural
streams or watercourses, or any area between the lower or upper banks of such streams or
watercourses, shall be exempted from the provisions of this ordinance. All expenses incurred
by the City in the cutting, destruction or removal of same will be levied and collected against
such property in the manner provided by law. The expenses incurred in cutting, destruction, or
removal of all noxious weeds, or other weeds, grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths
exceeding a height ofnine (9) inches, or any refuse or debris growing, standing or lying upon
any property shall include, but are not limited to, an administrative charge of seventy-five
($75.00) dollars for each of the first two instances in a calendar year of cutting, destruction,
or removal, which administrative charge shall increase to one hundred twenty-five ($125.00)
dollars for the third and each subsequent instance of cutting, destruction, or removal required
in the same calendar year.

Failure to comply with the requirements set forth in Title 8, Chapter 40 of the Livonia Code
of Ordinances, as amended, may also result in the prosecution for same, and liability to the
extent of the penalty therein provided.

A Alexander Bishop, CBO
Director of Inspection

Published: March 10 & 20,2016

Jordan Jackson works on a project with Best Buy, the Geek Squad and Break a Difference voiunteers.

state of Michigan to host
these special workshops
that empower youth and
help prepare them for
the future.

the latest technologies,
these participants were

Cit{of Livor:}ifS

relations and outreach
efforts, visit https://cor-
porate.bestbuy.com.

Founded in 2013,
Break a Difference stra-
tegically engages indi-
viduals and institutions
across the nation through
service to make positive
impacts in communities
and on those who serve.
This organization recog-
nizes service and volun-
teering as powerful tools
to tackle such important
matters as leadership
development, teambuild-
ing, and employee en-
gagement. For additional
information, go to
www.breaka
difference.org.

The B.L.O.C.K. Youth
and Teen Center, located
on the third floor of the
Canton Administration
Building at 1150 S. Can-
ton Center Road, pro-
vides a fun, teen-friendly
environment where stu-
dents ages 11-17 can par-
ticipant in supervised
after-school programs,
social events, and activ-
ities. For more informa-
tion, go to
www.cantonfun.org or
call 734-398-5570.

able to see the benefits of
digital learning up close
while developing skills to
help better prepare them
for future education and
career success. For addi-
tional information about
Best Buys community

By interacting with

CITY OF LIVONIA
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HKARTNG

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 502 of Act 110 of the Public Acts of
Michigan of 2006, as amended, and Articles XIX and XXIII of Ordinance #543, the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Livonia, as amended, the City Planning Commission of the City of
Livonia will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 5, 2016, in the Livonia City Hall, 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on the following item:

Petition 2016-03-02-04 submitted by Colliers International on behalf of Zeal
Credit Union, requesting waiver use approval pursuant to Section 9.03 ofthe City of Livonia
Zoning Ordinance #543, as amended, to operate credit union branch and offices at 17250
Newburgh Road, located on the east side of Newburgh Road between Six Mile Road and
Bennett Avenue in the Southwest 1/4 of Section 8.

The above-mentioned petition will be on 6le in the City Planning Commission office, 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan during the period of 6ve (5) days immediately Preceding
the said hearin% and may be examined by any and all persons during the normal working
hours Monday through Friday.

R. Lee Morrow, Chairman
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Published: March 20.2016 (BB

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
REQUEST FOR BIDS

CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
REMARCITE LIVONIA OUTDOOR POOLS

Sealed bids will be received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia,
Michigan 48154 until 2:00 P.M,, local time on Tuesday, April 5% 2016 at which time the
RFB will be secured by the City Clerk. Each bid shall be recorded together with the name
of the vendor. Bids shall be in accordance with the requirements of this notice in order to be
deemed “responsive.” Late bids will be returned unopened.

Instructions and specifications may be obtained by registering with the
Michigan Inter-(5ovemmental Trade Network (MITN) at
www.mitn.info

All Addendums will be posted on the MITN website. Any information not obtained from the
MITN website should not be relied upon. Each response to the bid must be provided to the
Cit?/ of Livonia electronically in Adobe (PDF) format. Faxed bids in response to this request
will not be accepted.

All bids shall be sealed in envelopes, plainly marked with: CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
REMARCITE LIVONIA OUTDOOR POOLS, name of vendor and shall be addressed to
the City Clerk, City of Livonia, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan 48154.

l\rllo venfdor may withdraw their bid within 120 calendar days after the date set for opening
thereo

The City of Livonia reserves the right to reject or accept any or all bids in whole or in part
and waive any irregularities therein. Acceptance of any bid does not constitute a binding
agreement until a written Contract is signed by both parties.

Edward Davis

Superintendent, Parks | Recreation
Published: March 20. 2016

Dennis K Wright

Mayor
OB 34

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
LIVONIA, M1 48154

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids for the Livonia Public Schools BP#4-L, consisting of:
Metal Lockers at Randolph Elementary School

will be received by Nick Armelagos, Administrator of Finance, Livonia Public Schools, 15125
Farmington Road, Livonia, MI 48154 until 12:00 P.M. (noon), local time on Tuesday April,
5 2016. Bids will be opened and read publicly immediately following at the Administrative
Offices in the Livonia Public Schools.

Bids received after this time and date will be returned unopened. Livonia Public Schools is not
liable for any delivery or postal delays.

Faxed or e-mailed proposals will not be accepted.
This Project will consist of separate sealed bids for the following Bid Divisions of work:
126 Metal Lockers

Bidding documents prepared by French Associates will be available for public inspection at
the office ofthe Construction Manager. McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex Circle,
Farmim};qton Hills, MI 48335; the Dodge Plan Room, Construction Association of Michigan
(CAM), Reed Construction Data, and Builders Exchange, Lansing.

Bid Documents will be available beginning on March 16, 2016 via the following:

Bidders may obtain one (1) set of size bidding documents beginning at 12:00
P.M. on March 16, 2016, by contacting the Construction Manager, McCarthy &
Smith, Inc., at (248) 427-8400.

Bidders may download bid documents from Gradebeam.com free of charge

Documents can be purchased from Dunn Blue/ARC, 1009 Maple St. Clawson,
Michigan (248) 288-5600

Bids are to be submitted in a sealed envelope. The Mr. Armelagos’ name and bid division is to
be identified on the outside of the envelope.

Al bids should include 2 copies (1 original, 1 copy) ofthe Proposal Pricing Form (Section 00
41 26), Proposal Execution Form (Section 00 42 00), Familial Disclosure Affidavit (Section 00
42 05), Iran Economics Sanctions Act Affidavit (Section 00 42 10) and the Equal Opportunity
Statement (Section 00 42 15).

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security, in either the form of a bid bond (by a listed
U.S. Treasury surety company) or certified bank check, in the amount of five (5) percent of
the amount of the bid, payable to Livonia Public Schools as a guarantee that if the proposal
is accepted, the school district is secured from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of
the bid or failure of the bidder to enter a contract for performance. Further, the bidder will
exe<t:utetthe contract and file the required bonds within ten (10) days after notice of award of
contract.

Contractors will be required to meet the prevailing wage requirements.

Ifawarded a contract, the successful bidder may be required to furnish a Performance Bond
and Labor and Material Payment Bond. The Board of Education reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all bids, either in whole or in part; to award to other than the low bidder; to
waive any irregularities and/or informalities; and in general to make awards in any manner
deemed to be in the best interests ofthe district, with rationale to support such a decision.
Livonia Public Schools local preference resolution will be followed for all proposals.

Nick Armelagos

Administrator of Finance

Livonia Public Schools

Published; March 20.2016 BOBY4 37S
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Who pays taxes on real estate sold —

Q; lgota mortgage for my
daughter and her husband
three years ago because she
could notgetone. They sold
the house this year for a
profit, i did a quit ciaim deed
and put her name on the
house along with mine. |
never lived in the house; she
made aii the payments and
aiso paid the taxes. My ques-

tion is will  have to pay any
taxes on the profit next
year?

A: The Internal Revenue
Service would look at who
owned the property. In most
cases, the IRS would deter-
mine who owns the property
based upon the 1099 issued at
closing. For real estate trans-
actions, a 1099 is issued to the
seller. Therefore, in your par-

i

MONEY
MAHERS

ticular case, the first issue you
would need to consider is
whose name and Social Securi-
ty number are on the 1099. If
your daughter’s Social Securi-
ty Number was used, then she
should be the one who reports
the tax consequences. That is
actually good news because
more likely than not, she
would not have to pay any
taxes because itis her per-
sonal residence and the gain is
not sufficient enough to be
taxed. On the other hand, if the
1099 was issued in your Social

Security Number, then the IRS
would presume that the prop-
erty is yours and thus, you
would have to pay the taxes.
Unfortunately, because this is
not your primary residence,
you would not be fortunate
enough to receive atax break.
You would be taxed on the
entire gain.

If the 1099 was issued to
you as opposed to your daugh-
ter, you can potentially have
the 1099 reissued by the title
company. That would certainly
make things easier for you.
FUing an amended 1099 is very
simple and straight forward.

If as you said, your daugh-
ter made aU the payments on
the mortgage and property
taxes, the 1099 is in your name
and the title company wont

0 4 E Media | Sunday, March 20, 2016

change it, you can take the
position that the house was
always your daughter’s and
your name was only on it for
convenience purposes. If this
is the case, you can issue a
1099 to your daughter for the
exact same amount of the 1099
you received. Then, when you
file your 2016 tax return, you
can attach your daughter’s
1099 along with an explanation.
The 1099 you received will
offset the 1099 you issued to
your daughter; thus, no tax
consequences for you. The key
is to make sure you keep docu-
mentation such as proof of
your daughter’s payment of
the mortgage and the property
taxes in case you are audited.
Whenever you mention
audit, people immediately get

(WGRL) A15

all in form 1099

nervous; that should not be the
case. Surprising to many, if
you have the appropriate docu-
mentation, the IRS is not nec-
essarily difficult to deal with.
On the other hand, if you take
a tax position and you dont
have documentation, then you
can have issues. However, in
this particular case, | believe
the daughter should be respon-
sible for the taxes and | be-
lieve with the proper docu-
mentation, the IRS would
agree.

Good luck!

Rick is a fee-only financial advisor. His
website is
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. If
you would like Rick to respond to
your questions, please email Rick at
rick@bloomassetmanagement.com

Holy Week: Public invited to walk a labyrinth

If you have never walked a
labyrinth, especially during
Holy Week, the First United
Methodist Church of North-
viUe invites you to join its
members in a week-long pray-
er outreach.

The church, 777 W. Eight
Mile Road, at the corner of
Taft Road, will offer guided
Labyrinth Walks, as well as a
Prayer Vigil Center, during
Holy Week. The church’ en-
tire Fellowship Gathering
Place will be decorated with
palm trees, special bench seat-
ing, meditative music and
spring plants to create a peace-
ful, prayerful space. Stephen
Ministers will be present as
guides, said Veriditas certified
labyrinth facilitator Norma
Peltz, a church member.

“This is a special deal,”
Peltz said.

A labyrinth is a bible tradi-
tion documented in the Old and
New Testaments. It is a single
winding path that allows par-
ticipants to have a meditative
walk to the center and back out
again. Itis also an ancient
circular pattern found in many
cultures and civilizations dat-

ing back more than 5,000
years.

At the First United Method-
ist Church, the canvas laby-
rinth is 40 feet in diameter and
weighs 110 pounds, “It is sa-
cred geometry and is found in
23 Gothic cathedrals,” Peltz
said.

Peltz said walking a laby-
rinth is a practice that “in-
tegrates the body with the
mind and the mind with the
spirit.”

A labyrinth, which is not a
maze, is for pilgrimage, walk-
ing prayer, centering prayer,
spiritual retreat, self-discov-
ery and a union of the body,
mind and spirit, Peltz said.

Visitors may take as much
time as they wish on the laby-
rinth. Hours at the church
March 21-25 are:

» Monday, March 21: 4-8
p.m.

» Tuesday, March 22 and
Wednesday, March 23:1-6 p.m.

» Maundy Thursday, March
24:1-7 p.m. followed by wor-
ship at 7 p.m.

» Good Friday, March 25: 7
a.m. to 7 p.m., followed by
worship at 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church in Northvilie invites the pubiic to waik the iabyrinth during Holy Week.

READIOCAI
NEWSPAPERS

Locals are reading the
Observer & Eccentric

Source: Readership Study by

The Reynolds Journalism Institute
(RJI) for National Newspaper
Association (NNA) 2013.

Call: 866.887.2737 and getstarted |

Check us out on the Web every day at hometowniife.com.

ilchlg
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32222 Plymouth Road ' Livonia, Michigan 48150 *(734) 237-3813 mwww.billbrownford.com

Showroom Hours; Monday & Thursday 9 AM to 9 PM, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9 AM to 6 PM

2015 Model Year Inventory Clearance Sales Event
You May Qualify to Take Advantage of Ford Lease Early Bird or

Competitive Conquest Incentives at Bill Brown Ford in Livgnia

NEW 2015 Ford F-150 XL Super Cab 4x2

Stock No. 57399F | VIN: FFD06624

24 Month Lease
$609 Due at signing with $1,000 Down

P23 2 o sisiamciadin

Featuring: Equipment Package IOIA, 2.7L EcoBoost* V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic Transmission, 145%
Wheel Base, AdvanceTrac Traction Corttrol with Stability Control, Anti-Lock Braking System, Automatic
Headlamps, EloxUnk*, Cruise Control, Electronic Shift-On-The-Fly 4x4, Hill Start Assist, Power Equipment
Group Including Power Locks, Windows and Tailgate Lock, Remote Keyless Entry, SYNC*, Tow Hooks, Trailer
Sway Control

Buy For $24,ids+
MSRP $35,808

il

NEW 2015 Ford Fiesta SE Hatchback

36 Month Lease

72 Month Purchase stock No. sssess { VIN: FM213304

Sty CopestVeh s B TicbartlUre: fikictsRE Rrend " SathDpHWiTRHTMI
per $1,000 Due at Deltvery Buy For$13,791+- " : | per
$ 2 O 5 ihonth 1.9% APR MSRP $18,485 223 month

Featuring: Equipe~nt Package 200A, 1.6L TI-VCT 14 Engine, 6-Speed
Automatic TranM~Ision, Ambient Lighting, AM/FM Radio w/Single CD
Player, ComfoifM~kage, Cruise Control, Power Windows & Locks, Rear
Window DefilMMIiRemote Keyless Entry, SYNC* with MyFord*

Featuring:

NEW 2015 Ford Taurus 5EL FWD

js~lpment Package 201A, 3.5L Ti-VCT V6 Engine,
Automiifc lummfsslon, Cruise Control, Elecrochromic Rear View Mirror,
Push Button Start, Rear View Camera, Remote Start System, Reverse Sensing
System, SIRIUS Satellite Radio, SYNC* with MyFord Touch*

NEW 2015 Ford F-150 XL Super Crew 4x4

Stock No. 56508F | VIN, FRC28974

24 Month Lease Buy For $30,112+
$539 Due at Signing with $1,000 Down MSRP $42,515

$ 2 3 7 sy Tieartl U, triLcti Arysion

Featuring: Equipment Package I01A, 2.7L EcoBoost* V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic Transmission, 145"
Wheel Base, AdvanceTrac Traction Control with Roil Stability Control, Anti-Lock Braking System, Automatic
Headlamps, BoxUnk*, Cruise Control, Electronic Shift-On-The-Fly 4x4, Hill Start Assi~ Power Equipment
Group Including Power Locks, Windows and Tailgate Lock, Remote Keyless Entry, SYN<~, Tow Hooks, Trailer
Sway Control

NEW 2015 Ford Focus SE Hatchback

Stock No. 57618U j MIN FG202810 72 Month Purchase stock No. 56372Y | VIN: FL347173

dldie rdusAnisioFeatRERred SaurttyDysitVelhved Fisx e ardlicree: IrducsFO Rrevel
$071 Due at Signing Buy For $21,670+ per $1,000 Due at Delivery Buy For $15,620+
with $1,000 Down MSRP $31,505 $ 2 2 9 month 1.9%APR MSRP $22,675

6-Speed Featuring: Equipment Package 200A, 2.0L GO1J4 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic
Ttoinsinission, AM/FM Radio w/Sk~teCD Player, Cruise Control, Power Locks
ft Windows, Remote Keyless Entry, Reverse Sensing System, SE Sport

Package, SYNC* with MyFord* .

W.
2015 Ford Transit Connect Titanium
36 Month Lease . Stock No. 53258T | IN F1195468 36 Month Lease ~ stock No. 562S9C | ViN: FL120006 36 Month Lease _ Stock No. 56619G | VIN F6B78912
SauityDpt Vel As T idliee IdusAnk/dhFeadrRred FAxTilsard\Usree Irdod AmpitiionfrmaroRERrevd SauttyDyt Ve AT aadUsie irducs A iition RLRed
¥ per $S73 .Due at Sigiting Buy For $24,398+ ¥ per $S96 Due at Signing Buy For $21,349+ ¥ per $057 Due at Signing Buy For $37,416+
2 2 9 month with $1,000 Down MSRP $28,098 2 3 6 month with $1,000 Down MSRP $29,580 3 3 6 month with $1,000 Down MSRP $46,360

Featuring: Equipment Package 310A, 2.5L OOHC 14 Engine, 6-Speed

Automatic Transmission, AdvanceTrac, AM/FM Radio w/Single CD Player,’
Fog Lamps, Power Locks & Windows, Rear View Camera, Remote Keyt&KS
Entry, SIRIUS* Satellite Radio, SYNC* with MyFord*

Featuring;

NEW 2015 Ford Fusion Titanium FWD

72 Month Purchase stock No. S4672r | viN: FR303527 72 Month Purchase
Sty Ve As IrdusRIRred Sty Dpot\Vever RLi

$399

per $1,000 Due at Delivery

4.85% APR

Buy For $25,600+
MSRP $32,450

¥ per

$394

Featuring: Equipment Package 300A, 2.0L EcoBoost* V6 Engine, 6-Speed

month

Featuring:

Equipment Package 301A, 2.0L Atkinson 14 HEV Engine, CVT
Automatic Transmission, 110V Outlet, Cruise Control, intelligent Access
w/Push Button Start, Rear View Camera, Reverse Sensing System, SIRIUS*
Satellite Radio, SYNC* Yrith MyFord Touch*

NEW 2015 Ford Escape Titanium FWD

month

Equipment Package 301A, 2.0L EcoBoost* V6 Engine, 6-Speed

Featurb”~: Equipment Package 401A, 2.7L EcoBoost* Engine, 6-Speed
Automatic Transmission, 180 D~ ree Front Camera, BUS, intelligent Access
w/Push Button Start, Navigation, Rear View Camera, Reverse Sensing
Systern, SIRIUS* Sony* Audio System, SYNC* with MyFord Touch*

NEW 2015 Ford Flex Limited AWD

stock No. sssssp | viN: FUC60007 36 Month Lease stock No. 56849L | VIN: FBA22785
IrduisRLRyed i FeeadRLRrevdl

Sty DapustVher] FLs B TN,

$405

Featuring: Equipment Package 301A, 3.5 Ti-VCT V6 Engine, 6-Speed

$1,000 Due at Delivery
1.9% APR

Buy For $28,187+
MSRP $36,360

¥ per $820 Due at Signing

with $1,000 Down

Buy For $37,971+

month MSRP $45,880

Automatic Transmission, AdvanceTrac, Cruise Control, HD Radio, Intelligent
Access w/Push Push Button Start, Remote Keyless Entry, Remote Start
System, Rear View Camera, Sony* Audio System, SYNC* with MyFord Touch*

Automatic Transmission, Cruise Control, HD Radio, Intelligent Access w/Push
Push Button Start, Remote Keyless Entry, Rear View Camera, Sony* Audio
System, SYNC* with MyFord Touch*, Universal Garage Door Opener

Automatic Transmission, Active Park Assist, Adaptive Cruise Control, 8LIS,
Heated Steering Wheel, Remote Keyless Entry, Rear View Camera, Reverse
Sensing System, SIRIUS*, Sony* Audio System, SYNC* with MyFord Touch*

“+ All payments and prices are for qualifying A |Z Planners. For qualifying non (not new) A|Z Planners an additional $800 to $1500 down would be required to keep the payments or price the same. 10,500 miles per year. To buy for price add tax, title, doc and destination fee. All tactory
rebates assigned to dealer including previous lease, and may require Ford Credit financing, Notall buyerswill qualify for lowest payments. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Subject to availability. Payments and prices per program in effect at publication and are subject to change.

Competitive Conquest Cash offer is available to current owners or lessees of e (non-Ford/Li

y) vehicles, 1995 model year or newer, with valid proof of ownership. Trade-in not required. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 04/04/2016.

** Early Bird Program is effective 01/27/2016 through 04/04/2016. For current Ford Credit RCL/RCO customers. Up to three (3) waived payments with a maximum of $1,800 with a scheduled lease termination date from 03/01/2016 through 06/30/2016. Must lease or purchase with Ford

Credit. Notall buyers will qualify for the Early Bird Program. Past due payments, payment extensions and deferred paymenu beyond the original agreement are not eligible. Excess

04/04/2016.

ge are customer’s r . Customers must take new retail delivery from dealer stock by
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Wayne runners sprint to *"Big Apple’

Zebra senior Hood among finest in 400

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

“Intensity” is more than
just the name of the track-and-
field club Wayne Memorial
head coach Jamal Johnson
orchestrates.

It’s also the one of the com-
modities that helped the swift-
est members of the team to
the national indoor champi-
onships last week in New York
City.

Made up mostly of high
school athletes from Wayne,
South Lyon and Monroe, the
Intensity TYack Club excelled

PREP PROFILE

at the indoor state meet earli-

er this month and at last week-
end’s national meet in the “Big
Apple.”

“You have to have a great
work ethic and a positive atti-
tude to be on this team,” said
Johnson, a former track stand-
out at Detroit Martin Luther
King High School. “You have
to be up for the challenge,
because we train hard.”

Johnson said this season’s
indoor team was unified more
than others he’s coached.

“This team is very close;

See INTENSITY, Page B2

Intensity Track Club members include (back row from left) Steven Linton
(St. Johns), Kevin Schopa (South Lyon), Montei Hood (Wayne Memoriai)
and Jerod Ailen (South Lyon) and (front row from left) Anavia Battle

(Wayne), Reanna Brown-Deacon (Wayne), Jsalissa Bridges (Monroe) and

Erica Robinson (Wayne).

GYM DANDIES

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO

Livonia Blue's Jess Weak caps a routine with a smile during a meet earlier this winter. Weak earned an individual state title on the uneven bars.

Stevenson duo flips to stardom at state meet

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Blessed with flexible bod-
ies, versatile skill sets and
steely work ethics, Livonia
Blue gymnasts Bri Rhoad and
Jess Weak flipped their way
into the program s history

COLLEGIATE RUNNING

Madonna fortifies its roster with

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

When the Madonna Univer-
sity men’s track-and-field
program settles into the
blocks for the first time in
2017, it will be coated with

books at the MHSAA individ-
ual state meet held March 12 in
Rockford.

Rhoad, a senior, earned a
coveted all-around state title
with a score of 36.525, while
Weak, a junior, earned gold on
the uneven parallel bars, scor-
ing 9.025.

some local flavor.

On Thesday, Livonia Frank-
lin seniors Tony Floyd and
Cory Linsner offici®y com-
mitted to Madonna during a
signing ceremony held in the
school’s library.

Livonia Stevenson long-

The pair became the first
gymnasts in Blue’s 10-year
history to win state titles.

“They’re both such athletic,
hard-working and humble
kids,” said Blue head coach
Lisa Broomfield. “They both

joined the team their freshman
year and have done an amazing

job of refining the excellent
skills they already had.
“Bri suffered a setback her

distance running standout
Andrew Bambach also com-
mitted to Madonna this week
(see related story on B2).
Floyd will also compete for
Madonna’s cross country pro-
gram, making head coach
Patrick Daugherty doubly

Home E quity

rates as
low as

sophomore year when she
broke her ankle, but she quick-
ly built herself back up to be-
come so consistent in all the
events. She has a laid-back
personality, but when she’s out
there competing, she is very
focused. She goes out there,
blocks everything else out and
does her thing.

See GYM DUO, Page B4

Patriots

excited, given that he will also
coach the track-and-field team
once it starts motoring.

Floyd will bring a trophy
case full of credentials to MU.
Along with being a top miler

See RUNNERS, Page B3

Loans

Local players
helping
Northwood

Atrio of Observer-
land-area softball play-
ers have played key roles
in the Northwood Univer-
sity’s 8-6 start to the 2016
season.

Former
Garden
City stand-
outs Ash-
ley Lynn, a
junior at
North-
wood, and
Abby Jo-
seph, a
freshman,
along with
Livonia
Ladywood
alum An-
dria Gietl,
are major
parts of
the Tim-
berwolves
infield and
batting
order.

Lynn, a
slick-field-
ing middle
infielder,
leads the
team in
both bat-
ting aver-
age (.381) and on-base
percentage (.519)
through the first 14
games. She also has
scored nine runs and
knocked in six.

Joseph, a hard-hitting
third baseman, has 28
plate appearances so far
in her first collegiate
season. She has ripped
one double and knocked
in two runs.

Gietl, a junior corner
infielder, is tied for the
team lead with two home
runs. She has also driven
in 13runs while batting a
robust .289.

RU grads
to meet on
diamond

Former Bedford
Union baseball stars
Chris McKiddie, class of
2012, and Patrick Wieri-
maa, a 2014 graduate,
will be playing against
one another in an NAIA
game March 30 at Ma-
donna University.

McKiddie is a fresh-
man pitcher for Siena
Heights University,
while Wierimaa is a soph-
omore pitcher for the
Crusaders.

McKiddie currently
hasa l-1record and 2.25
earned-run average. He
has struck out six batters
in eight innings.

W ierimaa is 0-1 and
has struck out seven
batters in Minnings.

Lynn

> Joseph

Gietl

UAL needs
umpires

The Livonia Junior
Athletic League baseball
and softball program is
looking for individuals
who would like to work
as anumpire this sum-
mer.

Interested partici-
pants will be trained and
given excellent support.
Anunderstanding and
appreciation of baseball
and fast-pitch softball
are appreciated.

The minimum age
requirement for umpires
is 14.

If interested, send an
email to info@ ljal.com.

Community

Financial

CFCU.ORG/HOME ! 877.937.2328
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Stevenson’s Bambach commits to run for MU

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Following in the swift foot-
steps of his older sister, Emily,
Livonia Stevenson senior run-
ning sensation Andrew Bam-
bach committed to compete
for the Madonna University
cross country and track-and-
field teams beginning with the
2016-17 sports season.

Bambach was one of the
premier cross-country per-
formers in the KLAA Central
this past fall. He helped lead
the Spartans to win the highly-
competitive Livonia City
Meet, among other highlights.

He earned all-Observer and

REGIONAL FINAL

all-Kensington Conference
honors.

Track-wise, Bambach was
part of a state-qualifying relay
team last spring.

A former basketball player
at Stevenson, Bambach will

conclude his exemplary athlet-

ic career in June with six var-
sity letters.

He was joined at this
week’s signing ceremony by
Stevenson cross country coach
Chris Inch, Madonna cross
country coach Patrick Daugh-
erty, his sister Emily, and
parents Steve and Beverly
Bambach.

ewrightQhometownlife.com

tf.ASieveusoii

N. Farmington wins first regional title

Dan O'Meara
Staff Writer

North Farmington made
history in boys basketball
Wednesday night with its first
regional championship.

The Raiders pulled away in
the second half to defeat
Walled Lake Central in the
Class A final at West Bloom-
field High School, 75-64.

North (22-2) will play Ster-
ling Heights Stevenson in a
state quarterfinal game at 7
p.m. Thesday at the University
of Detroit Mercy.

The Raiders rallied from a
four-point deficit midway in
the second quarter to take a
33-31 lead into halftime.

They got the jump on the
Vikings at the start of the third
period and quickly stretched
their lead to 10 points.

Senior guard Billy Thomas,
who scored a game-high 27
points, made a pair of 3-point
baskets around a layup by
senior forward Alex Darden to
boost the North advantage to
41-31.

Central (20-4) got as close as
six points in the third quarter,
but the Raiders, following a
driving layup by junior Amau-
ri Hardy, had a 49-41 lead at
the end.

Hardy sank a shot from the
wing to the start the fourth,
and Thomas followed that with
a drive to the basket for two
more points and a 12-point
lead.

North was in a good position
to close out the win after a

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Ocelots fall apart in

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

For a while, the first-ever
game on Michigan soil by the
new Schoolcraft College base-
ball team was on-target.

The Ocelots tied Thursday
afternoon’s opener ofanon-
conference twinbill against
Cleary University with a line
single to left by freshman and
Westland native Daniel Am-
mons.

That two-out hit over the
Cougars shortstop™ head
scored freshman Daruis Fluel-
len to make it 2-2 in the top of
the fifth.

Then the Schoolcraft train
got derailed by errors, wild
pitches and 50 mph winds that
turned every play into an ad-
venture. By the time a lengthy
bottom ofthe fifth ended, Cle-
ary scored 10 runs —six un-
earned —and closed outa 12-2
mercy-rule shortened victory.

Between games at Parker
Middle School in Howell, Oce-
lots head coach Rob Fay said
the pitcher victimized by the

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

For weeks, even months, the
Schoolcraft College’s baseball
team went about its business
indoors at Skillbuilder Batters
Box in Dearborn Heights.

But finally, the Ocelots were
able to take it outside — Feb.
28 through March 3 in Florida
— for the first games in the
history of the fledgling pro-
gram.

According to head coach
Rob Fay, the initial road junket
went about as well as could be
expected. And he wasn't la-
menting a 3-6 record, either.

“We went about it with the
right approach,” Fay said, back
in Michigan this week. “We

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Junior Amauri Hardy makes a decisive move to attack the basket as he drives past Central's Anton Lucaj.

Darden putback and a pair of
Josh Hogans free throws
pushed the tally to 6046 with
half a period remaining.

The Raiders sank nine of 11
free throws down the stretch.
They were 12-of-15 overall in
the fourth quarter. Senior Ja-
cob Joubert was 4-of4; Thom-
as and Hardy made three each.

Thomas also drove to the
basket for a pair of layups and
Hogans one to account for
North* final 15 points.

onslaught —Plymouth alum
Jared Merandi—deserved a
better fate.

“Its one of those things,”
Schoolcraft coach Rob Fay
said. “We threw a guy who
hasnt thrown all year yet,
wanted to give hiin an opportu-
nity. He threw well, but we got
to make plays, we got to make
routine plays. And that’s the
bottom line.”

To underscore his point, the
first batter in the fifth was
retired on a lazy fly ball to left.
The next batter, Cole Gilmer, hit
a grounder to shortstop that
should have been an easy sec-
ond out. But a knee-high throw
to first was dropped.

By the time a second out was
recorded, it was a 7-2 game. The
Cougars then scored five more
runs against freshman pitcher
Jason Rakowicz of Livonia, with
a windblown, routine fly b ~ to
left dropping in to make it 9-2.

No excuse

“I’m not out there. I’'m sure it
(wind) had something to do with
it,” Fay said. “But it was blow-

Hardy, who scored 15 in the
second half, finished with 22
points. Darden had 11, Hogans
seven and Joubert six.

Seniors Anton Lucaj (18)
and Walter Kelser (17) and
junior Runako Ziegler (16)
combined to score 51 of the
Central points. Senior center
Malik Abiola chipped in eight.

North shot no worse than 55
percent (6-of-Il) in any one
quarter and was 54 percent
overall (27-0f-50). Central shot

10-run fifth

ing for both teams. So it’s notan
excuse for us.”

Gilmer, batting for the sec-
ond time in the inning, then
followed with an RBI single. A
passed ball and two wild pitches
contributed to another Cleary
run and the final one scored
when another ball was dropped
at first base.

That ugly inning ruined what
had been a promising game for
the Ocelots, playing in Michi-
gan for the first time after go-
ing 3-6 on a trip to Florida.

Abases-loaded walk by
Fluellen put Schoolcraft on the
board in the second.

Cleary responded with a pair
of runs, but Schoolcraft fresh-
man starting pitcher Christian
Mercure managed to throw
enough curves for strikes —on
a day where it was difficult for
any pitcher to get a feel for the
ball —to leave after four in-
nings down just 2-1.

Then came the clutch base
hit by Ammons that momentari-
ly had the Ocelots thinking
abouta victory.

Unfortunately, a 15-batter

43 percent from the floor
(22-0f-51).

Each team attempted 19
threes; the Vikings made
seven and the Raiders six
(half by Thomas). North was
15-0f-18 at the foul line.
Central 13-of-16.

Stevenson defeated Rose-
ville in the regional final
Wednesday at Chippewa
Valley High School, 6044.

domearaQhometownlife.com

inning by the Cougars puta
quick end to those thoughts.

Thankfully, with sched-
uled doubleheaders, teams
don't have to wait long to
turn the page.

“We have to get some
leadership going, to where
guys step up and they be-
lieve in themselves a little
bit,” Fay said. “Again,
they’re going through the
growing process, the matu-
ration process of all this.

“But we can’t wait for that
to happen. In a matter of two
weeks, we start conference
play and all these guys who
have played enough baseball
intheir hves, they know
those are routine plays that
need to be made.”

As for Thursday’s night-
cap, itdidnt go any better as
Cleary prevailed, 12-3. Mean-
while, the Ocelots were
scheduled to play a twinbill
Friday at Owens Community
College in Toledo.

tsmithQhometownlife.com
Twitter: @71mSmith_Sport5

Ocelots go 3-6 in Florida

kind of balanced out playing
time for all positions and made
sure our pitchers got innings to
see what we have and what we
need to improve on. Overall, |
think it was a very successful
trip.

“What surprised us the most
was our readiness to play. Be-
ing a northern team going
down to Florida and not seeing
a ground ball on the grass ora
fly ball in the sky or live pitch-
ing in four months, I think we
adapted to it well and I think
we caught on real quick and
got up to speed.”

There were several bright
spots on the trip, the coach
stressed.

“Jordan Pressley (freshman
first baseman from Romulus)

just had a phenomenal week,”
Fay said. “I think he ended up
batting .536. He was a tough
out every time he stepped up
to the plate.

“Timmy Kozar (freshman
outfielder from Thylor) had a
great week, batted .500, hit our
school’ first home run in his-
tory. Christian Mercure (fresh-
man pitcher from TVenton) had
two good starts for us on the
mound.”

Fay also said a big reason
for the team s solid perfor-
mance in Florida was the team
at Mercy Elite Sports Perfor-
mance in Livonia.

“Our guys were in shape
going down there, which led us
to be healthy,” he said. “They
worked with our pitchers, so

we didn’t come up with any
injuries while we were down
there.

“And a lot of our success is
credited to what they’ve done
for our program to get us
ready to play.”

Schoolcr”t closed the trip
strongly, with a March 3 sweep
against Mesabi Range CTC
(10-3,8-3).

The Ocelots’ other win was
a 7-3triumph Feb. 28 against
Wartburg College.

Things didnt go quite so
well Feb. 29 against ASA Col-
lege For Excellence (School-
craft lost a pair, 9-6,14-5) or
the March 1against the Uni-
versity of Findlay (a 2-0,9-7
twinbill loss).

Still, Fay is as optimistic as

SUBMITTED
Andrew Bambach
signs his
commitment to
Madonna University
paperwork. Looking
on were (from left)
Stevenson cross
country coach Chris
Inch, sister Emily
Bambach, parents
Beverly and Steve,
and Madonna cross
country coach
Patrick Daugherty.

SUBMITTED
Wayne's Anavia Battle and Montel
Hood strike a pose during the
national indoor track
championships in New York City.

INTENSITY

Continued from Page Bl

they really came together
and performed great in the
state meet (at Aquinas Col-
lege),” he said.

Intensity practiced four
or five times a week at East-
ern Michigan University.

The intense practices
paid off as every club mem-
ber who competed at the
state meet earned a medal.

The speedy crew was led
by Wayne Memorial senior
Montel Hood, who has
emerged as one of the best
400-meter sprinters in the
country.

During the 400 finals in
New York, Hood posted a
time of 47.99 seconds, which
earned him a fourth-place
national finish (and All-
American honors).

Equally impressive is
that the time is just a frac-
tion of a second off the state
record held by former U.S.
Olympic medalist Darnell
Hall.

“Montel is just a hard
worker; that’s how he’s got-
ten to where he is now,” said
Johnson. “He brings it at
every practice and every
meet.”

One of Intensity’s top
female runners is Hood’s
younger sister, Anavia Bat-
tle, ajunior at Wayne.

Primarily a 200-meter
sprinter. Battle placed third
in the state meet with a time
of 24.5 seconds. She ran a
24.6 200 in New York, John-
son added.

Indoor times are generally
slower than outdoor times in
the sprint events, Johnson
noted, as most meets use a
200-meter tracking, meaning
there are twice as many left
turns and not nearly as much
straight-away running.

In addition to Hood, who
won the state championship
in the 400, other state-meet
medal-winners were Battle
(third in the 200) and South
Lyon’sJerod Allen, who
placed fifth in the 800.

ewright@hometownlife.com

ever as the Ocelots are sched-
uled to play their first games
on Michigan soil this week.

On Thursday, Schoolcraft
will visit Cleary University in
Howell for a doubleheader
(first game at 2 p.m.).

Then it’s down to the Toledo
area for Friday’ twinbill at
Owens Community College.

It won be until the end of
the month before the Ocelots
play home games at Ford Field
in Livonia.

There will be six games in
three days, with doubleheaders
March 31 against Cleary Uni-
versity (2 p.m.), April 1against
Lorain County CC (2 p.m.) and
April 2against Muskegon (1
p.m,).
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COMPETITIVE SKATING
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College synchronized team earns gold

Pictured (from left) are Stephanie Shenouda (U of M), Katie Dunn (Madonna University), Summar Abdelnour
(EMU), Mary Fredendall (M5U), Lauren McAiinden (MSU), Sarah Bartoszyk, Alyssa Burgess (U of D Mercy),
Audrey Reding (U of D Mercy), Elizabeth Buchanan (GVSU), Nataiie Menestrina (WSU). Not pictured are coaches

Carrie Brown and Hiiiary Menestrina.

Ed Wright

staff Writer

The Motor City Collegiate
Synchronized Skating Team’s
championship performance at
the recent Tri-States Syn-
chronized Skating competi-
tion was anything but begin-
ner’ luck.

Made up of local skaters
who also attend college, the
team turned in a golden effort
at the Dearborn-hosted event.

The Motor City team prac-
tices one weekend a month

and attends periodic competi-
tions and exhibitions.

Team members must be
full-time college students
with a skating background.

This year’ team consists
of Stephanie Shenouda (Uni-
versity of Michigan), Katie
Dunn (Madonna University),
Summar Abdelnour (Eastern
Michigan University), Mary
Fredendall (Michigan State
University), Lauren McAiin-
den (MSU), Sarah Bartoszyk
(University of Detroit Mer-
cy), Alyssa Burgess (UDM),

Audrey Reding (UDM),
Elizabeth Buchanan
(Grand Valley State Uni-
versity) and Natalie Me-
nestrina (Wayne State Uni-
versity).

The team is coached by
Carrie Brown and Hillary
Menestrina.Not Pictured:
Coach Carrie Brown and
Coach Hillary Menestrina.

For more information on
the team, send an e-mail to
carrie@allegrosynchro.org.

ewhght@hometownlifexom

Spartans take on MORC Stars

SCOTT LEONARD

Members of the Livonia Stevenson hockey team are pictured with members of the The Macomb-Oakland
Regional Center Stars hockey team the day after the Spartans played in the Division 2 state championship
game. The MORC Stars is a team of developmentally-disabled hockey players. The team was formed in 2007 by
former professional player Peter Ciavaglia.

RUNNERS

Continued from Page BL

and two-miler for the Patri-
ots track team, he earned
all-state honors at this past
fall’s Division 1state meet at
Michigan International
Speedway.

Linsner is a relative new-
comer to the sport, joining
the Patriots’ track-and-field
contingent as a junior in the
spring of 2015. Linsner quick-
ly became a points-earner in
both the 300-meter hurdles
and the high jump.

Linsner also played a key
role in the Franklin hockey
program’s recent resurgence.

“I love Madonna because
it’s local, and because when
we were visiting the athletic
facilities during our tour of
the campus, all of the ath-
letes seemed to know each
other and support one anoth-
er,” said Linsner, who plans
to pursue a degree in public
relations.

ewright@hometownlifexom

Livonia Franklin seniors Cory Linsner and Tony Floyd sign on to further
their running careers at Madonna University as Crusader head coach

Patrick Daugherty iooks on.

“l love Madonna because its local, and because when we were
visiting the athletic facilities during our tour of the campus, all of
the athletes seemed to know each other and support one another.”

CORY LINSNER, Madonna track signee

USA HOCKEY

Young prospects to learn ropes of playing for US.

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Four years ago, Dylan Lar-
kin went through the ropes,
just like 48 kids from all over
the country will do this week-
end at USA Hockey Arena.

Larkin participated at the
2012 U.S. National Team Devel-
opment Program orientation,
which at that time took place at
the Ann Arbor Ice Cube.

Fast-forwarding to this
week, Larkin is an all-star
rookie for the Detroit Red
Wings of the National Hockey
League.

Meanwhile, 16-year-old
players such as Plymouth na-
tive Max Ellis, Christian Kry-
gier of Novi and Jonathan
Gruden of Rochester will walk
through the NTDP doors with
hopes and dreams of following

Larkin out the other end.

“Dylan Larkin went through
the same process that these
kids did,” said Ryan Hardy,
director of player personnel
for USA Hockey/NTDP. “Came
in in March, tour years ago
now, with the "96 group. In his
year he was selected for the
team, he was actually injured
for a lot of the season, but he
was invited just like these 48
kids.

“He went through this proc-
ess. Obviously, he made the
team, did his two years in the
national program, went to
Michigan. And, you know, what
hes been able to do this year is
pretty remarkable.”

Ellis (Honeybaked), Krygier
(Little Caesars) and Gruden
(Honeybaked) will be among
players skating at scrimmages
and attending numerous meet-

ings Friday
through Thes-
day, after which
the next U.S.
NTDP Under-17
team will be
selected.

“That’ a lot
of the message,”
Hardy said.
“That Dylan Larkin or Ryan
Kesler or Patrick Kane, Auston
Matthews, Jack Eichel, all
these kids, they were in this
exact situation as you guys and
they took advantage of those
resources, because they were
hungry to develop and hungry
to play.”

Larkin

Scrimmages set
Scrimmages at USA Hockey
Arena wiU be free to the public
and are scheduled as follows:
12:30 p.m. and 7:40 p.m. Sat-
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ALL-KLAA BOYS BASKETBALL

A
TOM BEAUDOIN
Stevenson junior guard lan Knoph
averaged 15.6 points per game this
season.

TOM BEAUDOIN
Westland John Glenn senior
forward Zeale McCullough earned
first-team all-Kensington
Conference honors this season.

Local players headline
all-conference team

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Several local high school
basketball players were lauded
for their superior skill sets
recently by being named to the
KLAA Kensington Conference
first-team and honorabie-men-
tion post-season squads.

Livonia Churchill, which
recently wrapped up a 15-8
season by winning the school’s
first Class A district title since
1990, is represented on the
all-conference first team by
senior guards Joan Andoni and
Jon Hovermale.

Andoni, who holds the
school’ single-game points
record (39), averaged 15points,
three rebounds and two steals
this season while shooting 40
percent from three-point land
(43-for-107).

“Joan isapure scorer and
can take overa game at any
time,” said Churchill head
coach Jimmy Solak. “He has
developed into one of the best
shooters in the association.”

Hovermale completed his
four-year varsity career with a
stellar season, during which he
averaged 11 points and four
rebounds per contest.

“Jon is the unquestioned
leader on and off the floor,”
said Solak. “He is top three in
every stat, both offensively
and defensively.”

Livonia Franklin’s lone rep-
resentative on the first team is
senior guard Joe Chinavare, a
four-year varsity player and
two-year captain who averaged
nine points, three rebounds and
two assists.

“We’ve depended on Joe in
many ways over the years,”
noted Franklin head coach
Jeremy Rheault. “He’ tough to
stop in transition and able to
score from the perimeter. He
has given us a tremendous
effort on both ends of the
court. I've truly enjoyed coach-
ing Joe.”

Stevenson junior guard lan
Knoph earned a first-team slot
by averaging 15.6 points per
game. The lanky sharp-shooter
knocked down an average of
three three-point shots per
contest as well.

“lan is our caption and the
leader,” said Stevenson head
coach Kareem Smartt. “He isa
very good student and team-
mate. He works hard on his
craft as a basketball player and
as ayoung man. He can get off
a shot anywhere on the floor.
The sky is the limit on how far
he can go.”

Wayne Memorial junior
forward Keion Epps enjoyed
an explosive year for the Ze-
bras, piling up 17 points, nine
rebounds, three assists and two
blocks per game.

“Keion has came on strong
lately,” said Wayne head coach
Nkwane Young. “During the
early part of the season he had

urday, 7 p.m. Sunday, 1:40 p.m.
Monday and 9:30 a.m. Thesday.

“We have a two-year scout-
ing process where we track the
kids for two years, travel the
country and try to uncover all
the elite players and then we
bring them here,” Hardy said.
“They come in this weekend,
we’ll have 48 players; that’s
where we’ll pick our team for
next year.

“Its a long process, but it’s
an important one. Bringing
them all together here, it al-
lows our coaches and all our
scouts to see them competing
against each other in the same
venue and you’re able to learn
a lot more about them.”

Others attending the ori-
entation include Drew DeRid-
der (Oakland Jr. Grizzlies),
Blade Jenkins (Compuware)
and Jack DeBoer, whose dad is

to learn how to play with teams
double teaming him. He has
finally lived up to his Eastern
Michigan commit.”

Westland John Glenn’s first-
teamers did their best work on
different parts of the court.
Junior guard Christian Agnew
was a tough-stop from the pe-
rimeter, averaging 18 points,
five rebounds and three steals,
while senior forward Zeale
McCullough was a beast in the
pain, averaging 20 points, nine
rebounds and two blocked
shots.

“Christian was our team’s
second leading scorer and our
team’s best defender,” said
John Glenn head coach Rod
Watts. “Zeale was our team’s
leading scorer, leading re-
bounder and our teams third-
leading shot blocker.”

Honorable Mention
honorees

Leading the local contin-
gent’s Kensington Conference
honorable-mention award win-
ners was high-flying Churchill
junior forward Jerron Hamp-
ton, who averaged eight points,
four rebounds and over two
steals each game.

“Jerron is an incredible
athlete who has improved tre-
mendously over the course of
the season. Made game win-
ning shot against South Lyon in
Conference Tournament,”
Solak said.

Franklin 6-foot-7 sophomore
Mark Mettle emerged on the
scene as a threat to score from
the perimeter and around the
rim. He averaged eight points,
five rebounds and two blocked
shots per game.

“Mark continues to improve
his ability to take the ball to the
rim,” said Rheault. “His defen-
sive presence isemerging as a
young player learning to play
with height.”

Stevenson sophomore guard
Devin Dunn was one of the
conference’s best dual-threat
guards, averaging 10 points
and three steals.

“Devin Dunn is a versatile
player,” said Smartt. “He can
getanywhere on the floor he
needs to get to. He is an out-
standing defender and excel-
lent free-throw shooter.”

Wayne senior forward Tre-
von Brown-Woods had a solid
season, putting up 12 points and
seven rebounds per game.

“Tray carried us at the early
part of the season,” said Young.
“He makes some shots that you
would think will not go in. His
bestbasketball play is ahead of
him at the next level.”

The lone freshman on the
listisJohn Glenn guard Joe
Moon IV, who averaged nine
points and five assists.

“Joe was our team’s third-
leading scorer and assist lead-
er,” Watts said.

ewright@hometownHfe.com

NTDP

former Plymouth Whalers
head coach Pete DeBoer.

Intently watching the ori-
entation will be USA Hockey
coaches Danton Cole and Chris
Luongo, who currently helm
the NTDP U18s.

They will coach the next
group of players that enters
the program and will stick with
them for two seasons.

Likewise, current U17s head
coach Don (iranato will move
up with his current players to
the Under-18 team in 2016-17.

In addition to scrimmages,
prospective players and their
parents will attend meetings
designed to give them the in-
side scoop of what to expect
should they make the team.

tsmith~hometownlifexom
Twitter: @ VmSmith_Sports
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GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY

LOCAL SPORTS

Mercy players gather around the championship trophy after capturing the Michigan Metro Division 1 crown.

Marlins capture D1

girls hockey crown

Dan O'Meara
staff Writer

With so many good, young
hockey players last year,
Farmington Hills Mercy had
the foundation in place to win
another championship in 2016.

The Marlins achieved the
repeat and won their third
title in four seasons with a 3-2
victory over Grosse Pointe
South March 12 at Arctic
Edge Ice Arena.

Mercy won its previous
two championships in the
Michigan Metro Girls High
School Hockey League’s Divi-
sion 2 tournament. It played
in the top division this year.

For the postseason tourna-
ment, the top eight teams in
the 17-school league are seed-
ed in Division 1, the bottom
seven in Division 2.

The Marlins were the No. 2
seed after finishing in a tie
for second place with Catho-
lic League rival Livonia Lady-
wood. Both were 12-1-1in the
league and half a game be-
hind Grosse Pointe Woods
University Liggett.

“Throughout the entire
season, we were trying to
figure out what worked and
to put people in positions that
helped the team the most, so
we would know what to do
when we got to the Catholic
League championship and the
state playoffs,” first-year
Mercy head coach Valerie
Sosnowski said.

The Marlins, who finished
the season with an overall
record of 23-2-1, had it all
figured out and knew just
what to do.

In a March 8 quarterfinal
game, they routed No. 7
Bloomfield Hills, 8-1, and they
blanked third-seeded Lady-
wood in a March 10 semifinal,
4-0.

Title-clinching goal
Junior Sophia VanAcker
scored the winning goal in the

victory over No. 4 South,
breaking a 2-2 stalemate at
3:30 of the second period with
an assist from junior Hannah
Hamilton.

“We have a lot of respect

GYM DUO

Continued from Page BL

“Jessie is a fighter. Her
bars routine is very strenuous
because she goes from the low
bar to the high bar, back to the
low bar and back to the high
bar, while most girls just do
one bar change. 1knew she
had it in her to win the state
championship.”

Rhoad started learning the
ropes in gymnastics when she
was 6 at the Livonia Gymnas-
tics Academy.

“My parents had me try a
lot of different sports, but |
liked gymnastics more than
anything else,” she said.

And she has excelled in the
demanding sport from the
get-go, earning a mountain of
trophies and medals prior to
hauling in the ultimate cham-
pionship last weekend.

“My goal going into the
state meet was to do well and
try to place at something,” she
said. “When | found out I won
the all-around, | was shocked
because there were a lot of
girls competing. It felt pretty
amazing.”

The pair of blue state cham-
pions have known each other
for as long as they can remem-
ber. The bond has strength-
ened both of their careers.

for Grosse Pointe South,”
Sosnowski said. “Theye a
great team, and it was a bat-
tle all the way to the end. The
girls worked really hard. It
was a great team effort.”

After an early South goal,
junior Emmie McCann tied
the score in the first period,
and sophomore Makena Du-
val gave Mercy a 2-1lead in
the second. Hamilton and
sophomore Amelia Bartels
assisted on the scoring plays.

Maria DiCresce scored
both goals for the Blue Devils
(17-9-0) and was assisted each
time by Lauren Kramer and
Carson Dennis.

Many contributors

Like last season, the Mar-
lins had a balanced offense
and scoring contributions
from a lot of players.

VanAcker was the only
Mercy player among the top
eight scorers in the league
with 23 points in 14 games.
McCann had 17, sophomore
Maddie Rennie 15, junior
Natalie Vaitas 12 and Bartels
10.

“Learning how to play as a
team and moving the puck
around was a key part of get-
ting to where we are,” Sos-
nowski said. “A lot of girls got
a lot of points, because they
were unselfish with the puck.

“The girls are not con-
cerned with their personal
stats. They put the team first.
As a result, we move the puck
around, and a goal can come
from anyone.”

Defense was key

The primary reason for
Mercy’s success was defense,
however. Seniors Caitlin Som-
erville and Katy Kouvaris
shared the goaltending duties
again this year and made it
extremely difficult for other
teams to score on the Mar-
lins.

Somerville, who played in
the final game, had a 0.62
goals-against average in the
league while playing 360 min-
utes. Kouvaris had a 0.37
average and 241 minutes.

“We had two phenomenal
No. 1 goalies,” Sosnowski

especially when times get
tough.

“Briand | have been in club
together (at the Livonia Gym-
nastics Academy) since about
level 4, so we were in second
or third grade,” Weak said.
“We’re very supportive of
each other. We know what to
say to the other one when the
other one seems a little ner-
vous or after they had a bad
routine. Plus, we’re about at
the same level, so I think we
push each other in a good way
to get better.”

Weak’s gymnastics career
started at the age of 2. Fifteen
years later, it’s still going
strong,

“I’ve tried to do other
sports,” she admitted, smiling,
“but I got in trouble for doing
cartwheels on the soccer field.
And when | would do cart-
wheels in ballet class, they’d
politely tell me that, ‘We dont
do that here’.”

It’s not surprising to those
who know Weak well that her
first state title came on the
bars.

“l work on bars a lot be-
cause it’s fun for me and |
enjoy it,” Weak said. “Per-
forming on the bars comes
naturally for me. I work on
pretty much the same routine
every day, but I'm always
trying to add new things.”

Like Rhoad, Weak had mod-

said, adding both were
four-year varsity players.
“We wouldn’t be where we
are today if it wasnt for
them.

“We gave up 14 goals the
entire season, which is by
far the lowest in the entire
league. That’s a statement
about our goalkeeping and
defense and our offense
back-checking.

“When they have the
puck, everybody plays
defense and, when we have
the puck, everybody plays
offense. It’s a team effort
up and down the ice.”

Cohesive team

Sosnowski, who was a
Mercy assistant coach the
past two years to Mitch
McCann and Joe Jones,
cited another reason for
the team’ success.

“There’s a special rela-
tionship the girls have with
each other,” she said.
“They have great chem-
istry in the locker room.

“They’re friends in
school; theyre friends
outside of hockey. They get
along together, and that
comes through in the way
they play on the ice,”

In addition to the goal-
ies, the only other seniors
on the Mercy team are
forwards Abbey Przekop
and Natalie Cieslak.

The other members of
the team are junior Natalie
Masopust, sophomores
Abbey Roegner, Elena
Ervin, Cara Hodgins and
Thylor Mackenzie and
freshman Libby Bartels.

A bright future

Libby Bartels and
Roegner were the only new
additions. The other 15
players returned from last
year’s team, and most will
be back again next season.

“We’d like to continue to
grow and develop as play-
ers, as well as a team,”
Sosnowski said. “We’re
going to continue to hold
ourselves to a high stan-
dard and put ourselves in
the best position to win.”

TOM BEAUDOIN
Livonia Blue's Bri earned an
individual all-around state
championship last weekend.

est goals heading into last
week’s elite meet.
“My goals going into the

hometownlife.com

COLLEGE WOMEN'S SOFTBALL

Lady Ocelots eager
to start legacy

Tim Smith
staff Writer

Rey Linares isnt sweating
the details too much when it
comes to his new Schoolcraft
College women’ softball team.

Yes, the Lady Ocelots went
3-6 on their recent spring train-
ing junket to the National
Training Center in Florida.

But Linares —a longtime
high school coach at Melvin-
dale who has waited almost a
year for the games to begin
after Schoolcraft green-lighted
its first-ever softball program
—talked about the work ethic,
talent, camaraderie and deter-
mination already being shown
by his players.

“They’re really coming
together well,” Linares said
during Tuesday’s practice at
Skillbuilder Batter’s Box in
Dearborn Heights. “They
played extremely well down
there. We went 3-6, but we had
a couple four-year colleges on
the ropes and lost in the last
inning.

“They were anxious to get
on the dirt for the first time; it
was exciting stuff.”

Filling a need

Linares said the potential
for Schoolcraft to have a suc-
cessful softball program is off
the charts. Alot has to do with
the wealth of outstanding high
school programs in metro De-
troit, from which he hand-
picked many of the 14 players
on the 2016 roster.

“Itstremendous. It’sa great
opportunity for so many play-
ers,” Linares said. “It’s such a
huge sport in this area right
now. | wish we could take
more. There’s so many players
coming out of the woodwork
that want to participate.

“You could actu”y open up
a second college in the area and
still have enough players.”

Plus, with the skyrocketing
cost of attending a four-year
college, the time is right fora
close-to-home option.

Thrilled to play

Co-captains Elaine Gerou
(pitcher/utility) and Katlyn
MclIntosh (infield/outfield)
concur with their coach. They
are sophomores who were
outstanding prep players at
Plymouth and Garden City,
respectively.

“I’'m really excited to have
this opportunity to play, consid-
ering it’s going to be my last
year playing competitively
with a sport I've been playing
for overa decade,” said Gerou,
atransfer from Concordia
University who did not play in
2015. “We have a lot of diversi-
ty on the team, girls from all
over. We're really clicking well.
We have very versatile play-
ers.”

Mclntosh said she wanted to
play close to home and is
thrilled to be part of the start of
Schoolcraft’s softball legacy.
She also did not play last
spring,

“It feels very cool; it’s really
important,” Mclntosh said. “It
is such a local school and there
isn’t really any local communi-
ty colleges here that offer
(softbaU).”

Another player who was
glad to be able to join the Lady

state meet were to have fun
and get through the day,” she
said. “Sometimes | get so ner-
vous that | forget to enjoy the
competition. This year 1 fo-
cused on enjoying the experi-
ence. | just wanted to do the
best I could, and I think I did.

“l wasnt really happy with
my beam and floor, but I had
one of my best scores on vault.
And as long as | make it
through bars without a mis-
hap, I’'m happy.”

Her best score on bars is a
9.425, significantly higher than
her state-championship score.

“The judging is harder at
states because there are four
judges instead of two, so they
don’t miss anything,” she said.

Both gymnasts train
throughout the year — either
at Livonia Churchill (where
the Livonia schools’gymnas-
tics equipment is stored) or at
various gymnastics facilities
throughout the metro-Detroit
area.

Weak said she’ll try to stay
sharp by doing some basic
moves at home, but nothing
extensive.

“For instance, I’'Udo hand-
stands in the living room,” she
said, smiling, “but my dad
doesn’t like me doing it while
he’s watching TV. I'll stretch at
home and in the off-season |
have a gym membership, so |
can work out there.”

Ocelots is freshman infielder/
outfielder Kassidy Lipinski,
who graduated from Livonia
Stevenson.

“I think it’s really awe-
some,” Lipinski said. “I feel
really excited about the first
team. I'm really excited we can
make history.”

Lipinski said she committed
to play NAIA softball at Indi-
ana Tech, “but when I heard
about this team starting, |
wanted to play here instead. |
just wanted to stay home and |
thought it would he cool to be
part of this team. I’'m real hap-
py I'm still playing.”

For freshman outfielder
Molly Markiewicz, it is almost
surreal that she is part of the
first Schoolcraft team. She
graduated from Farmington
High School, but did not play
for the Falcons.

“It’s really cool. When | get
older, I getto tell my kids | was
part ofa first-ever college
softball team,” Markiewicz
said. “And it’s really special
when people say, ‘1 didnt know
Schoolcraft has a softball
team.”And then | get to tell
them about our team and how
awesome we’re doing.”

Sheer hustle

Linares said Markiewicz
originally was expected to be a
role player, maybe helping out
as a pinch-runner. She now is
firmly in the mix for important
innings,

“Atthis pointin time, she’s
our most improved player,” he
said. “She has literally worked
so hard and so aggressively
that she’s forcing us to put her
out on the field,

“She’s a pure athlete, she
just hustles. Everything she
tried, she would not quit. The
other girls took notice of that
and it helped push them as
well, too.”

Linares said his pitching
staff will be one to watch. It
features Gerou, freshman
Alaina DeFrain (Livonia Frank-
lin), Sabrina Coleman (transfer
from Jackson College), Kerry
Prowse (St. Catherine H.S.) and
Maria Coleman (Dearborn).

They will be throwing to
freshman catcher Caitlin Fitz-
patrick, one of Linares’players
at Melvindale who was School-
craft’s best hitter in Florida.

Other key players figure to
include Mclintosh, who “was an
all-state player for a few years
inarow,” and her former Cou-
gars teammate Kelsie Powell, a
freshman third baseman who
opened eyes during the spring
trip.

Lipinski comes over to the
Lady Ocelots after four years
as starting shortstop for Ste-
venson.

Competing for the top spot
at first base is freshman and
Livonia Churchill alum Rosie
Garvin.

“She’s working hard and
doing really well,” Linares
said. “She’ll get a lot of time at
first base, a lot of power in the
bat.”

Rounding out the roster are
Shelby Shelton (sophomore
IF/OF, Dearborn Heights An-
napolis), Mackenzie Quinn
(sophomore C/OF, Lake Erie
College transfer) and Rebekah
Mathers (freshman OF/C, Wa-
terford Mott).

The majority of Stevenson’s
student body isn’t locked in on
how how athletic and success-
ful their school’s gymnasts
are, both gymnasts said.

“Since we don't practice at m
Stevenson, and we’re called
Livonia Blue (instead of Ste-
venson because there are also
Franklin students on the ros-
ter), there are students who
say to me, ‘Oh, we have a gym-
nastics team?’

“We've worked really hard
this season to get our scores
up — I think we were second
as ateam at the conference
meet—and myself and Bri
finished first and second in
all-around, so I wrote a letter
to our principal, basically
saying its crazy the school
doesn’t know much about us.
Since then, we’ve gotten a lot
more recognition, along with
other teams at the school like
wrestling and pom.”

Rhoad will attend Eastern
Michigan University starting
this summer. She plans on
pursuing a teaching degree
and possibly joining the
school’s club or competitive
gymnastics team.

Weak, a 4.3 student who
lists math as her favorite sub-
ject, has one more season to
add to her already incredible
resume.

ewright@hometownlife.com
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BIBLE PROPHECY
SERIES

Time/Date: 7:15 p.m., beginning
March 28

Location; Metropolitan School
Gymnasium, 15585 N. Haggerty,
Plymouth

Details; An in-depth Bible
prophecy series called Unlocking
Revelation will examine prophe-
cies of Scripture. Go to www.Un-
lockRevelation.com to see all
locations and pre-register and
receive a free Bible Prophecy
OVD on the first night. Snacks
will be served

Contact: vwvw.UnlockRevela-
tion.com

BREAKFAST

Time/Date; 8:30-11;30 am.
Sunday, March 20

Location; St. Theodore Social
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland

Details: French toast, ham,
pancakes, sausage, scrambled
eggs, applesauce, coffee, tea,
milk, juice. Cost is $3 for adults
and $1.50 for children. 2-10
Contact: 734-425-4421
BUDDHISM CLASS
Time/Date; 6:30-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 24, April 14 and 28,
and May 12 and 26

Location; The Universalist
Unitarian Church of Farmington,
25301 Haisted, Farmington Hills
Details; Free five-week secular
practical Buddhism class will
apply Buddhist teachings to
daily life through meditation,
reflection and discussion. Secular
Buddhism emphasizes the
teaching of Eastern philosophy
practices in a way that allows
each individual to become their
own teacher. Ideas such as
“awakening" and “enlighten-
ment" are goals in which there
is no "one true way.”

Contact; 248-478-7272; uuFar-
mington.org

DIVINE MERCY 101
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 22

Locaticm: St. John Neumann
Catholic Church, 44800 Warren
Road, Canton

Details; Screening of DVD by
the Rev. Chris Alar from Divine
Mercy Center, Stockbridge, Mass.
Contact: Sharlene Borke at
sharborke@gmail.com
DRAMATIC EASTER
MUSICAL

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 25-26
Location: Merriman Road
Baptist Church, 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: "Bow the Knee"
Contact: Church office at 734-
421-0472; Russell Weathers at
734-536-3553; pastor@mrbc.us
EASTER FAIR

Time/Date; 11:30 am. to 2 p.m.
Friday, March 25

Location; Newburg United
Methodist Church, 36500 Ann
Arbor Trail, Livonia

Details; Egg hunt, crafts, prizes,
interactive Bible stories, lunch.
Children also will have the
opportunity to "search” for
items to make a hygiene kit for
boys in foster care at the Meth-
odist Children's Home, in Red-
ford

Contact; 734-422-0149; new-
burgumc.org

EASTER FUN

Time/Date: 3-5 p.m. Saturday,
March 26

Location; InsideOut Church,
1075 Venoy, Garden City
Details; The event will include
carnival games, photos with the
Easter Bunny, Easter candy and
chances to win a prize package
worth $100, for families with
children, fifth grade and young-
er

Contact; 734-983-8376
EASTER FUN

Time/Date: 1p.m. Saturday,
March 26

Location: Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details; Family-friendly event
with crafts, egg hunt, and
presentation of the Easter story.
Bring a basket for the egg hunt,
which isfor ages 12 and under
Contact: Melissa at 734-765-
1827

EASTER WEEK
Time/Date: Maundy Thursday,
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 24;
Good Friday, 7:30 p.m. Friday,
March 25; Easter services 8:15
am. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday,
March 27

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000 New
Market Road, Farmington Hills
Details: Maundy Thursday
service includes communion
Contact: 248-553-3380
EASTER WEEK
Time/Date; Palm Sunday ser-
vice, 10 a.m. March 20; Maundy
Thursday service, 7 p.m. March
24; Good Friday meditation,
noon to 1p.m. March 25; Easter
sen/ice, 10 a.m. March 27
Location; Unity of Livonia,
28660 Five Mile, Livonia
Details; A continental breakfast
follows the Easter service
Contact; 734-421-1760; of-
fice@unityoflivonia.org
EASTER WEEK
Time/Date; Palm Sunday, 10
a.m., March 20; Maundy Thurs-
day service, 7 p.m. March 24;
Easter worship, 8 a.m. and 10

a.m. and egg hunt at 9:15 am.,
Sunday, March 27

Location; First Presbyterian
Church of Farmington, 26165
Farmington Road, Farmington
Hills

Details; Palm Sunday events
include Sunday School at 10:15
a.m. and a coffee and snack time
at 11a.m. Maundy Thursday
worship commemorates the Last
Supper and will consist of Holy
Communion and a Tenebrae
service with song, prayer, scrip-
ture and a meditation. Brunch
will be served between the two
services on Easter

Contact: 248-474-6170; farming-
ton-pres.org

EASTER WEEK
Time/Date; 7 p.m. March 24-25
and 10:30 a.m. March 27
Location; Good Hope Lutheran
Church 28680 Cherry Hill, Gar-
den City

Details: Maundy Thursday
service on March 24; Good
Friday service is March 25 and
Easter service on March 27. An
Easter breakfast also will be held
at9a.m., followed by an egg
hunt at 9:30 am. March 27
Contact: 734-427-3660
EASTER WEEK

Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. Friday,
March 25; Passover Seder; 10:30
a.m. worship, Sunday, March 27
Location: Warren Road Church,
33445 Warren Road, Westland
Details: The Passover Seder
retells the story of God's salva-
tion of his people from Egypt
through the elements of the
Passover meal. The evening will
conclude with a dinner that
includes roast chicken and
mashed potatoes. Breakfast
kicks off Easter morning at 9
a.m., followed by the worship
service

Contact: 734-458-7301
EASTER WEEK
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Maundy
Thursday sen/ice, March 24; 1
p.m. and 7 p.m. Good Friday
services, March 25; 9:30 am.
service on March 27

Location: Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Bedford
Details: Free Easter breakfast
from 8-9:15 a.m.. All visitors will
receive a free DVD, "My Son, My
Savior."

Contact; 313-532-8655; 734-968-
3523

EGG DROP

Time/Date: 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 20

Location; Orchard Grove Com-
munity Church, 850 Ladd Road,
Building C, Walled Lake
Details; More than 12,000 eggs
filled with candy will be
dropped from a helicopter for
children through fifth grade to
collect. Children will be grouped
by age

Contact: Shawna Schwaninger
at 248-926-6584 or email shaw-
na.schwaninger@orchard-
grove.org

EGG HUNT

Time/Date: Noon-1 p.m. Sun-
day, March 20

Location: Cherry Hill United
Methodist Church, 321 S. Ridge
Road, Canton

Details: Children may hunt for
candy and small toys inside
plastic eggs that will be hidden
inside the church and have a
photo taken with the Easter
bunny. Free

Contact: 734-495-0035

FILM

Time/Date: 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Sunday, March 20

Location: St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Parish school gym, 31530
Beechwood, Garden City
Details: "Divine Mercy 101"
Contact: 734-427-1533
LABYRINTH WALKS
Time/Date; 4-8 p.m. March 21,
1-7 p.m. March 22-23; 1-6 p.m.
and 7 p.m. worship, March 24; 7
am.-7 p.m., with worship at 7
p.m., March 25

Location; Northville United
Methodist Church, 777 W. Eight
Mile, Northville

Details: Stephen Ministers will
be present as labyrinth guides at
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 22. Other
sessions are self-directed
Contact: 248-349-1144

MEGILLAH
READING/PURIM
CARNIVAL

Time/Date: 3-5 p.m. Sunday,
March 20

Location: Congregation Bet
Chaverim, 321 S. Ridge Road,
Canton

Details; Dress in costume, bring
a box of pasta to use as a Purim
gragger. All pasta will be donat-
ed to Yad Ezra food pantry.
Event will include a cake walk,
cafe and games. Tickets for
games are $5 for 20 tickets. All
proceeds will go toward future
Congregation Bet Chaverim
programs.

Contact: Michelle Nemeth at
734-905-6396; michelleand-
jim@mac.com

PILGRIMAGE

Time/Date; 8:30 am.-5 p.m.
Wednesday, March 30
Location: Carpool to the Divine
Mercy Center in Clinton Town-
ship from St. John Neumann
parish office, 44800 Warren
Road, Canton.

Details: Cost is $10 and includes
tour and lunch. Deadline to
register is March 23.

Contact: Janet Gilbo at jgil-
bo@wovwvay.com or Sharlene
Borke at sharborke@gmail.com
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Northville United Methodist Church will use its labyrinth for
silent, walking prayer March 21-25.

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Time/Date; Registration dead-
line is March 23

Location: Turn in registrations
at St. Raphael, 31500 Beech-
wood, Garden City

Details; Divine Mercy Roman
Catholic Regional School is
accepting registration for pre-
school through eighth grade.
Registration forms are available
at St, Raphael and St. Genevieve
School, 28933 Jamison, Livonia
Contact; 734-425-4420; divine-
mercyregionalschoolin-
fo@gmaii.com

SUNRISE EASTER
SERVICE

Time/Date: 7:15 a.m. Sunday,
March 27

Location; Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14550 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details; Service will be held
outdoors except in extreme
weather conditions. Coffee and
refreshments will be served after
the service. An Easter breakfast
will start at 9 a.m.

Contact: Mary at 248-471-1322
VESPERS

Time/Date; 6 p.m. Sunday,
March 20-Aprill7

Location; St. Lazarus Serbian
Orthodox Cathedral Ravanica,
4575 E.Outer Drive, Detroit,
March 20; St. Mary the Pro-
tectress Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral, 21931 Evergreen
Road. Southfield, March 27;
Nativity of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church, 39851
W. Five Mile, Plymouth, April 3;
St. Michael Russian Orthodox
Church, 26375 W. Chicago Road,
Bedford, April 10; and St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church,
2160 Maple, Troy, April 17
Details; Members of the Clergy
Brotherhood of St. John Chrysos-
tom of Metropolitan Detroit will
conduct the services. An inter-
Orthodox chorus will sing the
responses

Contact; Olga Liskiwsky at
248-252-8184; Olga-
liss0910@gmail.com

WIDOWED FRIENDS
Time/Date; 11a.m. Tuesday,
March 22

Location; AMC Livonia 20,
19500 Haggerty, Livonia
Details; Movie and lunch at
gghama Breeze. RSVP by March

Contact: Elaine at 734-717-0303

APRIL

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Sunday, April
3

Location: Trinity Episcopal
Church, 28660 LaMuera, Far-
mington Hills

Details; Benefit concert for
Farmington Neighborhood
House features Wayne State
University's Motor Oty Cabaret.
A free will offering and canned
goods will be collected
Contact: 248-474-2860; trin-
Ityfarmingtonhi Its.org
CONCERT

Time/Date; 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 16

Location; St. Hugo of the Hills
Catholic Church, Bloomfield
Hills, 2215 Opdyke, Bloomfield
Hills

Details: Features Aeolian Cho-
rale. Carlos Seise, tenor, Quinto
Milito, baritone, Timothy L.
Huth, ars musica doctoris organ,
John Sittard, conductor. Present-
ed by the church and Friends of
the Opera of Michigan. Free will
offering will be accepted
Contact; 248-644-5460

DEVOTIONS,
SWIECONKA

Time/Date: Starting at 12:30
p.m. Sunday, April 3

Location; St. Colette Catholic
Church. 17600 Newburgh, just
north of Six Mile. Livonia
Details: 12:30 p.m. Mass, 1:20
p.m. exposition of the /Blessed
Sacrament, 1:45-3 p.m. silent
adoration and Sacrament of
Reconciliation. 3 p.m. praying
the Divine Mercy Chaplet and a
spiritual talk, 3:30 p.m. benedic-
tion; followed by Swieconka
Polish Easter meal at 4 p.m.
Menu includes ham, kielbasa,
potato salad, blessed hard-
boiled eggs, beet horseradish,
rye bread, butter lambs, salad,
babka, lazy perogi, beets,
cheesecake and beverages. Cost
is $15 per person. Meals must be
paid in advance. Send a check or
money order payable to
WSDPAHS, to Laurie A. Go-
mulka, 32040 Grand River Ave.,
Unit #47, Farmington, Ml 48336.
Include number of attendees.
Must be received by March 26.
Sponsored by the West Side
Detroit Polish American Histori-

cal Society

Contact: 855-POLONIA; detroit-
polonia.org
MOM-TO-MOM SALE
Time~/ate; 830 am.-l p.m.
Saturday, April 23

Location; Connection Church,
3855 S. Sheldon. Canton

Details: Shop 100tables of
mom- and child-related items.
Strollers welcome after 10:30
a.m. Admission $2

Contact: 734-397-1777

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
Our Lady of Loretto

how to reach us;
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Time/Date; 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Bedford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

St. Michael the Archangel
Parish

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location; 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, leads a
study of Isaiah. Bring your own
Bible

Contact; 734-261-1455, ext 200
or on line at www livoniast-
michael.org

Faith Community Wesleyan
Time/Date; 4-5 p.m, every
Saturday

Location; 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details; This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazel-
wood at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date; 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,

1-800-579-7355 « fax 313-496-4968 « www.mideathnotices.com
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Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

DEMERS

GREGORY ROBERT
January 23, 1949 - March

08, 2016 Melbourne, FLorida
Gregory Robert Demers was
born January 23,1949 in
Massachusetts to Joseph and
Theresa Demers. Greg moved
with his family to Livonia,
Michigan and graduated

from Franklin High School

in 1967. Greg joined the
Navy and served his country
honorably, specializing in radio
electronics. Greg enjoyed the
water, whether fishing, scuba
diving, or just spending time
near the ocean with friends.
Greg loved to play golf and
played the piano beautifully.
Greg also had a great love
for people. He ‘never met

a stranger’ and introduced
people to one another making
one great circle of friends from
many different backgrounds.
Greg just liked to have fun
and make people laugh.

After being laid off from a
long time delivery job due to
downsizing, Greg went back
to school and graduated

with a 4.0 from BCC in
Heating and Air Conditioning.
He was a dedicated and
conscientious employee

for Deck-Aire Heating &Air
Conditioning and enjoyed
working with the people there.
Greg shared 16 wonderful
years with the love of his life,
Nora Rees, in Melbourne,
Florida. Greg passed away
after a long health struggle
while under Hospice Care in
Palm Bay, Florida on March
8, 2016. Greg was preceded
in death by his father Joseph
Normand Demers and is
survived by his mother,
Theresa, Livonia, MI; son,
Derek Demers, Woodhaven,
MI; three granddaughters,
Hailey. Savannah, and Clara;
sister, Judy (Jack) Bendig,
Pearland, TX; three brothers,
Barry (Cathy) Grand Ledge.
MI, Michael Oxford, MI, and
Kenneth (Lisa), Livonia, Ml;
and many nieces

HUGHES

JOSEPHINE LOIS BROOKS
May 31,1930 - February 15,
2016. Josephine Lois Brooks
Hughes, of Laurinburg, North
Carolina, passed away on
Monday, February 15, 2016, at
Scotia Village at the age of 85.
Jo was born in Raleigh. NC.
on May 31, 1930, to the late
Broadus Garland Brooks and
Alma Hall Brooks. She was
the youngest of two children.
Following her graduation

from Women'’s College in
Greensboro, Jo married Herald
H. Hughes, Jr. onJuly 7, 1951
and began their life together
of nearly 64 years that ended
with Herald’s death in July
2015. They spent most of
their married lives in Orlando,
Florida and Livonia, Michigan.
They are survived by four
children, Herald Hughes, lll
(Becca), Kathleen Kilbourne
(Ed), Marijo Swanson (Steve),
and Heather Hughes. They
are survived by seven
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. In addition to
her parents and her husband,
Jo is preceded in death by
her older sister, Sybil Brooks
Rhodes. A memorial service
celebrating her life will be held
Saturday. March 19 at 11:00
a.m. at the Morris Morgan
Entertainment Center at Scotia
Village. Visitation with the
family will immediately follow
the service. Arrangements

are being handled by
McDougald Funeral Home and
Crematorium. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests memorials
to The Scotia Village
Foundation, 2200 EIm Avenue,
Laurinburg, NC 28352, or First
United Methodist Church, 101
W. Church Street Laurinburg,
NC.

KOETTING

DONALD F. Of Talbott,
Tennessee, formerly of
Birmingham. MI, passed away
February 1,2016. ~

Age 83. Veteran g
ofthe U.S. Navy

during the Korean

War. Husband of

BJ. Loving father of Fred (Lisa),
Mike (Te™7 Ann). Terry (Jim)
Lannen, and William (Tanimy).
Dear grandfather of eleven
and great-grandfather of three.
Loving brother of Jean Tobe.
Memorial service to be held

at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March
26 at Potere-Modetz Funeral
Home, 339 Walnut Boulevard,
Rochester, Ml, 48307. A
luncheon following at the
home of Jim and Terry Lannen,
2863 Portage Trail. Rochester
Hills. MI, 48309.

M OSS

NORMA JEAN age 73, of
Plymouth, passed away
March 15, 2016. Born in
Filion, Michigan, to William
and Bernetta Forbing. Mother
to Lee (Lisa) Moss. Timothy
(Deborah) Moss, and Rachel
(Jason) Potter. Grandmother
of 15 loving grandchildren and
six beloved great-grandhildren.
Norma is also survived by

8 of her siblings: Margaret,
Frances, Luella, Agnes. Jerry,
Marilyn, Ruth, and James.
Preceded in death by her
dear grandson Jacob and
three of her siblings: Percey,
Virginia, and William. Memorial
donations may be made to the
American Lung Association. To
view full obituary and leave a
condolences please visit

schrader-howell.com
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memaiy. qfy,aur
laved ane...

...bang goit peace

(WGRL) B5

Livonia

Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more In-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364
FAMILY MEAL

Time/Date; 5-6 p.m, every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free meal

Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date; Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and in-
tercession, hymns. Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact; Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com

View Online
www.homctownllfe.com

Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers

FRANCES H. Age 89 Born
April 4, 1926 passed away
peacefully March 10, 2016.
(Formerly of Bloomfield Hills.
Michigan) Beloved Wife of
William Raymond and loving
Mother to Charles William.
Born tn Detroit and resided

in Indian Village growing up.
She graduated from Ligget
School and the University

of Michigan. She went on to
teach Kindergarten at Thircle
School in Detroit then Echo
Park Day School in Bloomfield
Hills for over 20 years. She
and her husband retired to
the Mountains of Taos in
Northern New Mexico. There
she pursued skiing, raising
llamas and donkeys. Her
passions in life besides her
vast love of all creatures great
and small was cooking and
entertaining. Frances was an
avid reader and gardener of
herbs and flowers. Always one
for a good story to tell or be
told but to always "Leave Em
Laughing”. Donations in her
memory may be made to "Best
Friends Animal Society” For
more information please go
to bestfriends.org or contact
them at 5001 Angel Canyon
Rd. Kanab, UT 84741 attn;
Jonna W. (435) 644-2001

ext. 4873

THOMPSON

THOMAS Age 72, formerly

of Canton, M|, passed away
March 9, 2016. He was

born April 16,1943, son of
Thomas C. Thompson and
Molly (Mitchell) Thompson
Yurchak. He is survived by
his loving wife of 53 years,
Ellen J. (Miller) Thompson.
Dear father of Lisa (Michael)
Walsh of Elgin, South Carolina,
and Michael Thompson of
Centerville, Ohio. Grandfather
to Sydnie Thompson, Tyler
(Alysa) Woodring, Devon
Walsh, Pamela Walsh,

and Jessica Walsh. Great-
grandfather to Audrey and
Emily. Survived by his sisters,
Marie and Fran (Chris): brother,
Vincent; and sister in-law,
Charlotte. He was preceded in
death by his parents; brother,
Edward: and sister in-law,
Joyce. He is also survived by
several nieces and nephews.
Tom will be remembered for
his kind heart and willingness
to help others. He will be
dearly missed. A memorial
service is to follow at a later
date.

M ay peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow .


http://www.Un-lockRevelation.com
http://www.Un-lockRevelation.com
mailto:sharborke@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@mrbc.us
mailto:of-fice@unityoflivonia.org
mailto:of-fice@unityoflivonia.org
mailto:shaw-na.schwaninger@orchard-grove.org
mailto:shaw-na.schwaninger@orchard-grove.org
mailto:shaw-na.schwaninger@orchard-grove.org
mailto:michelleand-jim@mac.com
mailto:michelleand-jim@mac.com
mailto:jgil-bo@wovwvay.com
mailto:jgil-bo@wovwvay.com
mailto:sharborke@gmail.com
mailto:divine-mercyregionalschoolin-fo@gmaii.com
mailto:divine-mercyregionalschoolin-fo@gmaii.com
mailto:divine-mercyregionalschoolin-fo@gmaii.com
mailto:Olga-Iiss0910@gmail.com
mailto:Olga-Iiss0910@gmail.com
http://www.livoniast-michael.org
http://www.livoniast-michael.org
mailto:sbadeen@tbosm.com
http://www.homctownIlfe.com
http://www.mideathnotices.com

B6 (WGRL)

e COMMUNITY LIFE

FIVE . .
WELCOME SPRIN

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

It’s time to mark the vernal
equinox and celebrate spring,
which starts Sunday, March
20.

With the U.S. Weather Ser-
vice predicting a high temper-
ature of 43 degrees in Canton
—a degree or two more
warmer then in many sur-
rounding communities — Can-
ton Farmers Market at Sum-
mit on the Park may be just
the place to greet the new
season.

First, forget that it’s called
a “winter” market, one of
three held indoors February-
April. Then, head straight to
Prochaska Farms’vendor
table for spring greens.

“We will be bringing spin-
ach,” says Mike Prochaska,
owner of the Tecumseh farm.
“And we will have some living
lettuce bowls, which are a
plastic bowl and we have
grown lettuce in them. You
take them home and they are
ready to harvest. You harvest
as much as you want and it
keeps growing.

“We will have a few pansies
this month. They are in deco-
rative planters. Most people
leave them in the planters.
They do well even in cold
weather.”

He’ll have early spring
favorites like rhubarb and
asparagus in April or May.

Meanwhile, he suggests
frying a little bacon with on-
ions, adding the fresh spinach
and cooking until it wilts. Add
a little vinegar and enjoy.

The market runs from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, March
20, at Summit on the Park,
46000 Summit Parkway, west
of South Canton Center Road,
south of Cherry Hill Road.

Here are four more ways to
give a nod to spring:

Da'ffodils

Daffodils are an easy and
inexpensive way to add a little
spring sunshine to your home.

Make them last by follow-
ing these tips from English
Gardens:

» At home, cut the stems at
a 45-degree angle and place
them in a clean vase, filled
halfway with room-temper-
ature water.

» Re-cut the stems and
change the water every two-
three days to help the flowers
last longer.

» Keep the fresh flowers in
a cool place.

» Daffodils release a sub-
stance that can harm other
flowers. Either separate them
from other flowers or first
place them in a container of
cool water to soak overnight
and then add to an arrange-
ment.

Maple syrup

The Making Maple Syrup
Tour at Maybury Farm in
Northville is for all ages and
starts with a wagon ride to the
sugar bush for a presentation
on tapping maple trees and
collecting sap. The tour con-
tinues to the sugar shack
where sap is turned into syr-
up, and ends at the farm wel-
come center.

“It’s a nice tour,” says Carol
Lehmann, assistant and coor-
dinator of the Northville Com-
munity Foundation, which

Manufacturers want more control

ot long ago | wrote about

the changes coming in

the appliance repair
industry, and they are coming
along faster than I care to see.

They are going to lock-up

the accessibility to appliances
so that only a qualified tech-
nician with the proper codes
can get into the product. They
are going to have plug-in con-
nectors that will give the ser-
vice tech a complete diagnosis
of what is at fault with the
product. Technicians will have
periodic unannounced drug
tests and background checks
to ensure that each is worthy
of entering your home. There
will be a red recall flashing
light installed on each product
to warn consumers that the
product may malfunction and
cause a serious problem. These
steps will be taken to give a

Daffodils are a sign of spring.

S

SUBMITTED

The maple sugar tour stops at the sugar shack at Maybury Farm in Northville.

operates the farm. “We have
100-percent maple syrup on
site to buy and they some-
times let people taste it in the
sugar shack.

“Besides the tour, they can
walk around and see the ani-
mals.”

The farm is home to goats,
sheep, llamas, horses, pigs,
chickens, peacocks, turkeys,
rabbits, ducks and a steer
named Pedro.

The sugar tours are at 1
p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday. The farm is
located at 50165 Eight Mile.
Cost is $6 per person. Children
age 2 and under are free. For
more information, call the
Foundation at 248-374-0200 or
visit facebook.com/maybury-
farm.

Spring equinox service
“The winter solstice is a
celebration of light returning
to the world, the days are get-

ting longer,” says Alex Mey-

JeGym

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

manufacturer more control of
who services their products
and create more dollars for the
bottom line.

The question remains: What
happens to a guy on radio who
helps consumers repair their
own appliances?

The other day I ran into a
man who told me how many
times | helped him to repair
appliances for himself and
neighbors and how thankful he
is for the knowledge | spread
through this column. I am
always appreciative of people
who make these comments and
itreinforces in me that none of

ers, pianist for Northwest
Unitarian Universalist Church
in Southfield. “For the vernal
equinox, the day and night are
equal. It’s a time of balance.
Life is returning. We have new
growth. We see flowers bud-
ding and bunnies in the field.”
Meyers participated in the
solstice celebration at the
church in December and vol-
unteered to lead the equinox
event at 7 p.m. March 22, at
the church, 23925 Northwest-
ern Highway. It will be held in
place of the church’ regular
Thesday night vespers service.
“We’ll do a pagan-derived
ritual for the equinox. Every-
thing will be explained for
people who aren’t familiar
with traditions of pagan faith.
There will be a guided med-
itation to focus our thoughts
for what we want to seed and
sprout in our own lives, what
we want to accomplish in our
own lives. There will be re-
freshments, audience partici-

my ways were wasted. They
have always been geared to
helping others and give me a
big sense of pride.

Now we have companies
that produce very thorough
videos on how a homeowner
can repair their own appliance
or even a lawnmower and trust
me, they are good. This pro-
gressive step may be a solution
on how to help consumers after
the products are locked-up and
again, | cant announce the
company which currently has
4 million customers across the
country, but drop me a note at
the email address below and |
will be happy to let you know.

Yes, | think the lights are
dimming in many ways for the
appliance doctor but 1will
continue until the good Lord
flicks the light switch. In my
hurry to give you a website in

pation and there might be an
Easter egg hunt.”

Meyers says the equinox
celebration will last approxi-
mately 45 minutes and will
include music, as well as a
blessing of plants. Participants
may bring plants from home.

For more information, visit
northwestuu.org.

Mini-golf

Mini-golf on the first day of
spring lets you jump start
your practice so that by sum-
mer you’re putting like a pro.
There are advantages to
spring play: No crowds and no
waiting for slower players.

“We’re usually one of the
first (mini-golf) courses to
open for the year,” says Bob
Brenay, manager of F tt-N-
Fun in Farmington Hills.
“We’ve got the diehards out
here. I've got two sisters in
their 70s. They come out once
a week. And there’s a guy with
his mother who come out.”

OBSERVER &
ECCENTRIC MEDIA

LIFECOM

SUBMITTED
Spinach grown at Prochaska Farms
in Tecumseh will be sold March 20,
the first day of spring, at Canton
Farmers Market.

Brenay says on sunny days,
inwarmer spring temper-
atures, Putt-N-Fun’s three
18-hole courses get busier, but
there haven't been many of
those days this month. 'The
go-karts, batting cages and
bungee trampoline at Sport-N-
Fun, where the mini-golf is
located, will open later this
spring. But golfers can putt
their way past Fiberglass ani-
mals, through the moving
blades of a windmill, past the
doors of a dog house, and
around water hazards from
10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. March 20.

Each course has different
challenges, including attrac-
tions with moving parts, water
traps, slopes, loops and banked
areas. Each hole is a par two.

“It’s fun for everyone. Any-
one can play here and have a
good time.”

Cost is $6 to play one round
of 18 holes. Putt-N-Fun is lo-
cated at 30749 Grand River
Ave.; 248-471-5100.

over appliance repair

my last column, I made a mis-
take. The correct site is sa-
ferproducts.gov and | hope you
will excuse the error.

Things are shaping up in
Lansing as drafts of bills are
being written on the issues of
appUance recalls and ioniza-
tion smoke alarms. I hope to
have something solid in my
next column to pass on to you.

| also hope to be at the sen-
ior expo coming up at School-
craft College on April 5. Should
you run into me, you may ask
me about the time not so long
ago when a big-time television
producer called me and signed
me to a contract. He was going
to make the Appliance Doctor
a huge hit on do-it-yourself
television. He had three net-
works that were bidding for
the show, scripts already writ-
ten and willing to put a lot of

money in my pocket. In the end
itdidnt come to fruition and
I’ll hold the reason why until
we talk in person.

Please understand that I am
quite pleased with what is
going on in the appliance re-
pair industry. I should not be
the focus of itall but simply a
messenger of the good things
that are happening. Repair and
do-it-yourself projects will
never be removed from the
hands of many people because
itisjustin our nature to save
money and feel the sense of
pride that comes with a suc-
cessful repair job. Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heardat8a.m.,
Saturdays on WAAM 1600. You can
emailyour problems and questions on
appliances to appldr@twmi.rr.com
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A growing movement:. Why mindfulness matters

Jay Grossman
Staff Writer

Mindfulness: the ability to
pay attention to the moment
without judgment or criti-
cism.

Oakland University Asso-
ciate Professor Caryn Wells
has carved outa career teach-
ing graduate students, com-
munity leaders and other pro-
fessionals about mindfulness
and mindful leadership.
Teaching someone how to “be
in the moment” is her special-

“That’s very elusive be-
cause many people spend time
dwelling on past regrets or
tomorrow’ agenda,” Wells
said. “The part that I think is
so unique is no judgment and
criticism — criticism for our-
selves and others.”

Mindfulness applies to all
ages, but Wells said it takes on
a special emphasis as people
reach their 50s and find them-
selves juggling a busy career
and family demands, along
with an increased awareness
of their health.

“I’m not an expert on ag-
ing,” she said. “But if you
think of how busy our world is
— baby boomers involved
with cell phones ... the social
media ... staying connected
with family and work. It can
feel like 24/7 activity, so when
is there a time to pause?
Mindfulness really helps with
pausing.”

It’s a growing movement
that reaches out to all profes-
sions, from doctors to police
officers, from educators to
the military. Wells said mind-
fulness teaches people how to
gain a perspective and grab
hold oftheir anxieties.

“Just entering into stillness
and quiet and being able to

Seminars

Master Gardeners of Western Wayne
County offers one-night seminars in
native plants and butterfly gardens this
month at Wayne County Community
College, west campus, 9555 Haggerty,
Belleville. Drew Lathin will talk about
gardening with native plants, 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 24. Brenda Dziedzic
will talk about the plants, care and
beneficial insects that can help draw

see all that’s there,” she said
of the practice. “Giving what-
ever itis that’s in front of you
some space and looking at it
honestly.”

To practice, she recom-
mends sitting in a quiet room
and focus on taking calm deep
breaths. Focus on each breath.
Clear away the mental clutter
and simply focus on the mo-
ment and the practice of
breathing.

People who engage in mind-
fulness see improvements in

mental and physical health.
Especially when it comes to
depression or anxiety or high
blood pressure levels. It can
also help with a good night’s
sleep.

“Consider personal rela-
tionships and when you’re
with someone who always
seems to push your buttons,”
she said. “Mindfulness teach-
es you how to respond ina.
better way. You learn to ob-
serve and listen, rather than
an automatic reaction.

SUBMITTED
Oakland University
Associate Professor
Caryn Wells teaches
classes on
mindfulness.

CARYN WELLS,
Oakland University
associate professor

Mindfulness strengthens
the immune system. It also
can lead to improved cogni-
tion and memory. It teaches
kindness and compassion
because you’re not judging.
Instead, you’re listening.

“Let’s say you’re in your
SOs or older, and good things
happen and not-so-good things
happen,” she said. “Mindful
self-compassion is a very
difficult thing because most
of us have a harsh inner voice
— it takes practice to step

GARDEN 8f NATURE CALENDAR

butterflies to your garden, 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 31. Cost is $15 per
course, mgwwc.org

Livonia Garden Club

Drew Lathin, general manager of
Creating Sustainable Landscapes, will
explain what rain gardens are and how
they work at 7 p.m. April 5, at the Civic
Park Senior Center, located at Five Mile
and Farmington Road, Livonia. Igcpre-

sident@yahoo.com; livoniagardenclu-
b.org.

Butterflies

Anna Szczotha, Master Gardener and a
member of Southeast Michigam But-
terfly Association, will talk about the
benefits of rain gardens and how to
design one for your backyard, 7 p.m.
April 20, at Nankin Mills Interpretive
Center, 33175 Ann Arbor Trail. West-

land. $3 for non-members, sembabut-
terfly.org.

English Gardens

» Learn howto "live healthier" with
house plants at a free presentation, 1
p.m. Saturday, March 26.

» Annua! Garden Party runs Saturday-
Sunday, April 2-3 and will include
presentations on bees, fences and
garden edges, container gardening.

SUBMITTED
“Mindfulness teaches you that less
is more, that it's easier to accept
than to resist,” Caryn Wells said
about learning to be mindful.

back and understand theres a
common humanity in the
sense that we all go through
things. Mindfulness reinforc-
es kindness, compassion and
self-compassion.”

Wells recently wrote a book
on.mindfulness that’s titled
Mindfulness: How School
Leaders, Can Reduce Stress
and Thrive on the Job (Row-
man & Littlefield, $35). The
book comes out at the end of
March and is available on
Amazon.

“People in our age bracket,
if we look back and say what
is really important, it’s about
being there for the moment,”
she said. “Mindfulness teach-
es you that less is more, that
it’s easier to accept than to
resist. | think this really
makes a difference in the
lives of people ... it’s just very
gratifying work.”

hydrangeas, landscaping trends, annu-
als and more. Visit EnglishGardens.com
» Get tips for dividing and trans-
planting perennials at a free seminar, 1
p.m. Saturday. April 9.

Local English Gardens stores are at 155
N. Maple. Ann Arbor; 734-332-7900;
22650 Ford Road, Dearborn Heights,
313-278-4433; 4901 Coolidge Highway,
Royal Oak, 248-280-9500; and 6370
Orchard Lake Road, West Bloomfield,
248-851-7506.
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LOCAL WOVAN SHARES ADVICE

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Sue Serliu learned about
patient advocacy the hard way
—by responding to health
challenges in her own family.

When doctors discovered
her son had rheumatoid arthri-
tis years ago,she researched
the disease, learned about med-
ications, asked questions and
managed to get him into an
experimental program that
helped.

Serlin had a “learning les-
son” about advocacy dealing
with another sons mental ill-
ness. The Farmington HiUs
wife and mother wrote a book
about him called Goodnig

You, after he took
his own life in 1998.

And a few years ago when
her husband, Al, acquired sep-
sis, a blood infection that af-
fected his brain and weakened
his bones, she intervened on his
behalf at every level of his
health care.

Serlin’s advocacy helped
him benefit from sever” thera-
py programs — from “laughter
yoga” to speech pathology,
physical therapy to tai chi—to
aid in his recovery.

Through the past 50 years
Serlin has honed her advocacy
skills and now hopes to share
her advice with others through
a panel discussion at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 23 in the
administration building at
Beaumont Hospital, located at
13 Mile and Woodward Avenue
in Royal Oak.

The free session, “Navigat-
ing the Maze of Doctor/Patient/
Family Communications As It
Applies to Suicidal Concerns
and Mental Health Issues,” is
co-sponsored by Serlin’s or-
ganization, SIFT, (Suicidal
Ideation Family Teams) a sup-
port group of clergy, profes-
sionals and lay persons with
involvement in the mental
health system, and the Alliance
for the Mentally 111(AMI) of
Oakland County, based in Far-
mington Hills.

Serlin said the session will
help participants learn how to
navigate the health care sys-
tem for loved ones with mental
or physical challenges, in-
cluding those those who may
be suicidal.

In addition to Serlin, panel-
ists will include Fred Cum-
mins, president, AMI-Alliance
for Mental Iliness, Oakland
County; Gigi Colombini, LMSW
psychotherapist, suicide pre-
vention specialist; Manuel
Tancer, Wayne State University
professor; and Martin Schock,
M.D., in hematology/oncology
at St. John Hospital Macomb.

The Rev. Eileen Patra of
Unity of Livonia will moderate.

FOR PATI

Sue Serlin

Research, questions

Serlin hopes participants
will leave the session with
specific tools to help them
speak up on behalf of loved
ones who are unable to ad-
vocate for themselves.

She said fear often stops
individuals from asking ques-
tions of health professionals.
Inquiring about a different
treatment course or even find-
ing a new doctor. Serlin said
research helpsallay fears.

“l do a lot of research. When
1 goin and ask something ofa
doctor I dont say it in an apolo-
gizing way. | don’t walk in emp-
ty-handed.”

Research helped Serlin find
some of the programs that
benefited her husband as he
recovered from sepsis. When
she couldnt find a local class
for laughter yoga, she spoke to
her husband’ occupational
therapist, who was instrumen-
tal in starting a session at a
local hospital.

“If you dont research you’ll
never find these things.”

Serlin said she doesn’t wait
for doctors to share informa-
tion. She asks questions and
keeps asking until she receives
an answer she understands.

“I’m not out there to make
mincemeat of doctors. Families
need to know how to talk to
doctors. I’'m there to help build
this team from a solution stand-
point. I’'m coming from a posi-
tive perspective,” she said. “If
| told you a certain doctor was
rotten and gave them ablister-
ing report, how does that help
me? If you cant find a solution,
get out. Go to someone else.”

Serlin also suggests that
advocates keep ajournal about
their loved one’s progress that
they can share with the doctor
if needed.

“Get the doctor’s email,” she
added. “I have found that 95
percent will give them. I use it
wisely.”

SIFT will hold a support
group meeting for families and
friends of loved ones who cur-
rently are suicidal at 7 p.m.
April 6 at Beaumont Hospital.

sdargay@hometownlife.com
Download our free apps for iPhone,
iPad or Android!
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Serlin had a "learning lesson" about advocacy dealing with another son's mental illness.

Theater to screen of ‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice’

Jay Grossman
staff Writer

Paul Glantz might not fly or
drive the BatmobUe, but its
easy to see how the CEO of
Emagine Entertainment has
become a hero.

For the March 25 grand
openirB;aof Batman v Super-
man: Dawn of Justice, he s
partnering with Wish Upon a
Teen and donating all proceeds
from a 2p.m. matinee showing
of the movie at the Emagine
Palladium in Birmingham. The
organization provides pro-
grams to young people battling
life-threatening illnesses.

“Emagine is dedicated to
serving the communities in
which it does business and we
can't think of a better way to
demonstrate that commitment
than to treat these deserving
young people to a great day at
the movies,” Glantz said about
the matinee fundraiser.

Fans can purchase $15
tickets in advance or $20 at the
door. The ticket price includes
popcorn and a drink, and all
proceeds go to the charity’s
Design My Room program.
Tickets can be purchased at
http://Batmanvssuperman2016.
eventbrite.com. The theater is
located at 209 Hamilton Row.

Design My Room is Wish
Upon a Teen’s signature pro-
gram for teenagers facing
extended hospitalization due to
life-threatening illness or seri-
ous injury. Thanks to part-
nerships with hospitals
throughout the country. Wish

JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wish Upon a Teen founder Michelle Soto, Groves High School student Trevor Sullivan and Emagine Entertainment

CEO Paul Glantz.

Upon a Teen is given access to
the teen’s hospital room and
allowed to redecorate it to feel
more comforting and relaxing
—more like “home.”
Michelle Soto, founder of
Wish Upon a Teen, said over
300 teenagers benefited from
having their hospital rooms

decorated in 2015, This year,
she expects the number of
requests to double.

“We’re just so grateful to
Paul for all his generosity,”
Soto said Wednesday. “This
fundraiser is super special
because it’s such a popular
movie with our teen popula-

tion, and its bringing the com-
munity together to raise funds
for a great program.”

Nancy Sovran, executive
director of Wish Upon a Teen,
is co-chairing the matinee
event with Trevor Sullivan, a
15-year-old heart transplant
patient who in his freshman

year at Groves High School.
Sovran said the theater holds
152 seats, and that about 50
tickets have already been sold.

TVevor’s dad, Phil Sullivan,
saw how Wish Upon a Teen
helped his son during his ex-
tended stay at C.S. Mott Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Ann Arbor.
He received his new heart in
November and is expected to
return to school later this
month.

“When Trevor was stuck in
the hospital, Nancy and Mi-
chelle’s group came out to
decorate his hospital room to
make his stay in the hospital
feel like home to him,” Sullivan
said. “Tt'evor is doing great
and he’s looking forward to
being an ambassador for this
event... hes just like any other
teen right now, throwing the
football around and shooting
baskets with his brother.”

This is the second time
Glantz has opened the theater
to Wish Upon a Teen. In De-
cember, he opened a theater
for D"evor and his friends to
see a private showing of

- The Force Awakens. At
the time, Trevor was still in
recovery and needed to stay
away from large crowds.

“These families deserve to
have a few moments where
they can forget about doctors
and appointments,” Soto said.
“And it’s heroes like Paul who
help make that happen.”

jgrossman@hometownlife.com
586-826-7030
Twitter: @BhmEccentric
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NOW AT YOUR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN FORD DEALERS?

LEASEA2016FORD FUSIONSE EWDEOR BUY A
2016

$129 Per month lease " FORD FUSION for
For 24 months for A/Z plon customerV 0% APR FOR60 MONTHS’
with a competitive vehicle' $2’000,, TRADE ASSIST QASHI

$1,029 Cash Due at Signing'

mejiluzX' -L—
LEASE A 2016 FORD ESCAPE SE FWD EOR BUYA2016
$ 1 S 9 Permonth lease J, FORD ESCAPE FOQ

For 24 months for A/Z plan customers O%APR FOR60 MONTHS’
with a competitive vehicle' $2 ’000 nRADE ASSIST CASH'

$1,019 Cash Due at Signing

LEASE A 2016 FORD EDGE SEE FWD FOR BUY A 2016

$229 Per month lease A FORD EDGE FOR
For 24 months for A/Z plan customers 3.Nn APR FOR6O MONTHS"'
with a competitive vehicle +$500* CUSTOIVER QA\SHI

$1,769 Cash Due at Signing”

LEASEA2016 FORD F-150x1t$upercrew® for BUYA2016

$189 Per month lease f FORD F-150 FCR
For 24 months for A/Z plan customers 2 Q%APR FORGO MONTHS1
with o competitive vehicle’ $2,800‘ CUSTONER CASH|

$1,949 Cash Due at Signing

LEASE A 2016 FORD FOCUS SE FWD FOR BUY A 2016

\/CIILI:]7O Per month lease FORD FOCUS Fm

For 24 months for A/Z plan cus_tomers O%APR FOR 60 MONTHS’
with a competitive vehicle',_ +$1’5007 CUSTOMER CASH|

$1,369 Cash Due at Signing

LEASE A 2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT FWD FOR
I BUY A 2016

$249 Per month lease ORD EXPLORER FCR
For 24 months for A/Z plan customers”* 0% APR FORe60 MONTHS
with a competitive vehicle' +$5001 CUSTONER CASHI

$1,939 Cash Due at Signing”

Southeast Michigan Ford Dealers
thinkfordfirst.com
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Getinformed about informational interviews

BY DEBRA AUERBACH
CAREERBUILDER

hen job seekers hear

W

the word "interview,”
they usually associ-

ate it with the chance to score
a job. Yet when itcomes to
informational interviews, thats
not quite the case. Informa-
tional interviews are much
more about making connec-
tions and learning about a
particular industry or occupa-
tion than they are about find-
ing employment. They can be
incredibly valuable — iftheyre

handled the right way.

Here’s what job seekers
should know about informa-

tional interviews and how they
can get the most out of their

meetings.

Why they're helpful

John Paul Engel, president
of the executive recruiting firm
Knowledge Capital Consult-
ing, says that these interviews
give job seekers the chance
to learn from those whose
professional life they'd like to
emulate. “There is someone
out there that has exactly the
job, business (and) life you
want. Who better to help you
build a road map to that place
than someone who already

covered the territory?”

Beyond helping job seek-
ers discover more about their
desired careers, informational
inten/iews can also build im-

CONTINUE YOUR SEARCH AT

<3 CHREERBLJILDER com- }

portant business skills.

Erica B. McCurdy, a busi-
ness strategist and life coach,
says, “Informational interviews
help someone just starting
their career learn from those
who are already well-estab-
lished. During this process,
the (Job seeker) also gets
practical experience in the art
of having business conversa-
tions with a stranger, asking
solid questions, managing
time and learning to follow up."

cold-call.”

of their time.”

How to get one

Job seekers interested
in setting up informational
interviews should first tap
their connections, Engel ad-
vises. ‘Alumni are an excellent
source,” he says. 'Ask your
friends and family if they know

GET ALERTS ffl

Set up an email alert to receive
recommended jobs each week

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD 1-800-579-7355

someone that does what you
want to do. Worst case, just

If it comes down to contact-
ing strangers, Engel suggests
a creative way to get their
attention — and get them to
commit: “Send a note offering
to do one hour of volunteer
work for their favorite charity
in exchange for each minute

Questions to ask

Standard questions for
an informational interview
include, “How did you get into
this field?”and “What advice
would you give someone
like me just starting out?”
Sara Ferraioli, a partner and
managing director in Winter-
Wyman Contract Staffings hu-

POST RESUME

Encourage employers to contact you by
posting your resume online

managers will often provide
accurate information about

money. When you are even-
tually offered a job, you will

be knowledgeable about the
salary you are being offered
and can gauge whether its

in line with current industry

standards.”

W hat you can get
out of it

It's not about getting a job —
but it could lead to one. "When
you go to an informational
interview, one of the most im-
portant questions you can ask
toward the end is, 'Who else
should Ibe talking to?”says
Lidia Arshavsky, a career strat-
egist and certified professional
resume writer. “Especially if
you are new to an industry,
introductions to new people
who can provide insights and
connections are invaluable.
And if you prove yourself to be
a motivated, self-starting top
performer as you follow this
chain ot connections, you are
highly likely to ultimately have
someone mention your name
when their friend or colleague
tells them they are looking to
fill an opening”

Debra ALerbach is a writer
for the Advice &Resources
section on CaregrBuilder.oom
She researches and writes
about job-search strategy, career
management, hiring trends and
workplace issues.

FOLLOW CAREERBUILDER

man resources division, says
these types of meetings also
give job seekers an opportu-
nity to ask questions that they
may be afraid to ask during a
normal interview — but that
can help them prepare for the
real thing.

“During an informational
interview, its OK to ask ques-
tions that might seem taboo
or inappropriate for certain
job interviews. Asking these
questions during informational
interviews will prepare you
tor topics that arise in the job
interview,”she says.

“For example, some
younger job seekers may not
have insight into what typical
entry-level salaries look like,”
Ferraioli continues. “Hav-
ing conversations with hiring

FIND ADVICE

Master job search skills with expert
advice and career resources

HeaKhcare-Dental

If the whole world is ~oing

Physical/Occupational
Therapists
Team Rehobilitation is seeking
highly motivated and qualified
individuals for full time & part-time
Physicol & Occupational Therapist
positions at our office in Oaklond,
Macomb & Wayne County.
Team Rehab has been voted

to the dogs, '(ou ma( as
well have one of >Jour own.

HELP WANTED- GOVERNIVENT MISCELLANEOUS
ftSial-0" @i’
HELP SKILLED TRADES
1A ¢t i

Sattesis SaofoesiKbeiian’ [uiessstli §

HELP WANTED- TRUCK DRIVER
DARTRINESNEEDNW - v/

General Healthcare-Dental

Aspholt Company
taking applications for

Experience a plus.
Must be able to work weekends.
op pay with benefits.
Appllcotlon being accepted;
39571 Michigan Ave, Canton 48188
sales@5iasphalt.com

CITY OF LIVONIA

SEASONAL LABO
For complete information vlslt our
website at: http://wwwci.livonio.mi
.us/Deportments/CivilService/JobOp
eningsSeiect/tobid/173/0efoult.aspx
or apply in person ol Livonia City
HolL 3rd floor, 33000 Civic Center
Dr, Livonia, MI 48154

M/FIH

DIRECT CARE: * New wage*
$9.50/hr. trained; must be 18 & hove Q
valid M1 driver's license: CLS/MORC
trained preferred. Full time and port
time: many snifts; support odults
living in their own homes: moke a
difference! 734-728-4201.

Executive Housekeeper 1
Island House, Mackinac Island, MI.
5 years accommodotions monogement ex-
penence required. Oversee stoff of 15,
5800 per week DOE, housing provided
401(k) Seosonol position Moy-October.
www.theislandhouse.com

1 (904) 847-7196

Find what you want in
CLASSIFIED!

HOLIDAY MARKET CANTON

Is hiring full/port time help in these
departments, floral full time with
benefits mexperienced in florol design
and ordering- kitchen, meat, deli and
artisan bread house full/part time .
scratch bakery experience and cake
decorator needed. Apply in person,
20 S. Lilley, Canton. Ask for depart-
ment manager ot service counter.

LAWN & LANDSCAPE POSITIONS
needed Full or Port time. Apply ot
www.bluevalleylawn.com

METRO DETROIT AREA

GOURMET M ARKET
Accepting applications for:

- EXP'D PASTRY STAFF
Must hove open avoilabllity, be
able to work nights, and hove food
ondiing experience.
«CAFE MANAGER
Must hove open availability, great
customer service skills ond be able
to monoge 10-1- staff ond have food
handiing experience.
send resume, salary history to:
livoniomarket9yahoo.com

SasQigf
1852 Grill Room and Mary's Bistro,
Mackinac Island, MIl. Oversee line
ond staff of 9. BA preferred. Mini-
mum of 5 yeors prior experience
$625 to $850 per week DOE. Housing
provided. Seosonol position
May - October. (906) 847-7196.
www.theislandhouse.com

- Deli Counter * Bread Counter
- Meot/Seafood + Dishwashers
-Midnight Baker
Please apply in person at;
33152 W, 7 Mile Rd., Livonio
Or online at; ioesproduce.com

Getresults. Advertise
in CLASSIFIED S!

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Needed for a very busy
dental proctice In Novi.

Contoct Cyndi ot
248-465-63;

DIVISION MANAGER
Experienced, for Neurology Clinic
in Rochesler Hills.

MSandIer@mhpdocfor com

>m Eoﬁée trlV,
Front Desk/Admissions

Team Rehabilltotion has full-time
Front Desk Admissions positions at
our Brighton & Westland locations.
Team Rehabe has been voted o top
workploce in Metro Detroit for the
post six yeors. We are a growing
company, offering com petitive
salary, excellent benefit package
and bonuses. Apply online at
www.team-rehob.com

Job Falr at Regent Street
West Bloom field
Wedo, March 23, 10am-4pm
Carégiver/M e ech
436) Orénard Loke Rog
West Bloomfield, (248) 683-1010
r emoil réstime t
wehnls@meridiansenior.com

M EDICAL AESTHETICIAN
tology practice seeking
Full/Pars e liensed aesthenigion
w/laser hair removal & cosmetic
exp, No weekends/xc pay &
enefits. 02dermOaol.com
r FAX 734-996-8767

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Time for busy West Bloomfield
OB/GYN office, Exp needed.
Flexible schedule o must.
Insurance, 401(k) among other
benefits. Fox resume; 248-932-1179

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Over 30-32 hrs/week, Mondov.
Tuesdoy. & Thursday, 2Sofurday's o
month. Troy Dermatology office.

tderm@comcQ5t.nel

a top workplace in Metro Detroit
for the past six years. We offer a
competitive salary, excellent
benefit package & bonuses.
Apply online:www.team-rehob.com

T eam

Physical Therapist Techs

Team Rehobilitotion has openings
our Beverly Hills

Bluomfleld Mills, Taylor WESlland
and Brighton ufflces for full time
ond port time therapy technicions.
e have been voted a top work-
place in Metro Detroit for the past

Six years. We offer competitive
solory, excellent benefit package

Bonuses. Apply oniine ot;
w.team-rehab.com

Sales-Marketing

ES PERSON -
Full llme St experience for
olden Gilts Jewelers
Plans Sond Recumes to:
oatterOaol.com
25-4555

Skilled Trades

Surface Grinder Hand

Experienced In gaging and close

tolerances. Above overage pav.

benefits. PT/FT, OT. Livonia.
Call 734 634 7005.

Get results.
Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

Find a friend toda” in '(our classifieds

"1s dll about reults”

To place an ad, call:

O bserver & E ccentric
hometownllfecoi M ED IA

AGANHETT COMPANY
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SUNDAY PUZZLEXORNER

Helping CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 61 Filmmaker 108 lllusory 10 Suffix in 43 Illinois city 82 Swiss city
1 NFL Preminger 109" . bug some pasta on the on the Rhine
Standout 63 Critical hosp — feature?" names Mississippi 83 Mo. in which
7 Treat kindly area 110 Biceps' 11 Camp craft 44 Some autumn
15 Costumes 64 Empire until place 12 swedish rescue ops starts
r e a C O u r 20 Like forests 91 111 Actress king 45 A long time 86 What hungry
21 Tangles 66 Places of Charlotte between in the past wolves do
22 Be nuts over learning, in 114 Lab vial John land 47 Decide not 87 Ungulate
23 RED French 115HUM canute I to join in feature
25 Entertainer 67 PORT 121 Like a 13 Hang-up 48 Super- 88 Actress
Zsa Zsa 72 Frosh's cap prebirth for an suspenseful Hatcher
26 — Caps 74 Plane body optometrist? 49 Author 94 Neighbor of
(candy) feature position 14 —Kosh — stanley Hung
27 Great Lakes' 75 "Nota 122 0ne who 8'Gosh Gardner 95 One, in U!m
— Locks word!" quarantines 15 Flock of 50 Beatified 96 Feeble
28 First full mo. 76 Watch 123Sehor's geese Miles 97 Pulpit
of autumn sound nap 16 Old saw 54 Smart-alecky speech
29 Spurring 79 Lou Grant 124 Account 17 Redbreast 55 "Yowie™ 100 Bits of wind
(on). portrayer Ed 125'Cagney & 18 Horse to be 58 Interring 101 Coastal arm
30 ELLE 80 Agent’s take Lacey” busted individuals 102 Poetic Muse
36 Russian 81 Malia and co-star 19 Suit fabric 62 Very testy 103 Hotelier
ruler of yore sasha 126 Peddled 24 Turn bad 65 Amtrak stop; Ritz
39 German car 84 Cap fora 29 "Daniel” Abbr. 104 Actor Clark
make bagpiper DOWN singer John 66 Surround 105 Present
40 w- to say 85 ACRE 1 shoemaking 30 — Magnon with a saintly label
this, but.” 89 Allan- tools 31 Ftelaxes light 106 Like Dublin
41 SAGE — ("Robin 2 Money to be 32 Corrodes, in 66 Suffix with denizens
46 --z Hood" paid back away zillion 107"— vincit
(thoroughly) narrator) 3 Wacky 33 — Mae 69 "l — lotto amor" (“Love
47 Low-value 90 Little 4 Chop-chop Brown you" conquers
wallet wad Teapot” 5 Get more (psychicin 70 Dancer all")
51 Pop lover 91 Chop — mileage “Ghost") Duncan 111 Hazard
52 Wantbadly 92 Nimble deer from 34 Pear-shaped 71 "Holy cow!" 112 Poker post
53 RAN 93 SEA 6" a fruits 72 Low voice 113 “Holy cow!”
56 Luau bowlful 96 Fuzzy Grecian 35 .. could 73 Favorite son 115 Collide with
57 In the fabrics urn” — horse!” of Isaac 116 Young fellow
second-best 98 One who 7 Honey 36 Musical rate 77 Wee role 117 LG A datum
category has regrets maker 37 Stuck-up 78 Rival of 118Ty-D- —
59 Insect- 99 Sonny & 8 Objective type Target 119 Suffix with
catching tool Cher's 9 Abbr, 38 Entry 80 Have bad flu witch or trick
60 Having You Babe” stamped on 42 U.S. media symptoms. 120 Unlike
some benefit 100 SLAT a bad check watchdog say reruns

too <01 '102 MM

108

121

124

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzie Corner, contact Steve McCieiian at (517) 702/4247 or
smccleiian@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles"

txxiks at QuillDriverBooks.com
Here's How It Works:

6 3 2 Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

7 8 1 5 9 mustfil each row. column and box
Each number can appear only once in
9 2 4 each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
l 3 2 provided in the boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier it gets to solve the

4 2 1 5 puzzie

9 98 ZE P 6 L
3 6 1 7 1 Z 6 9 19 E 8
6 8 c 9L 9 z 1
2 5 3 1 226 98 9 E
e s 6 L 1872 9P
S 9 7 2z 98 2z P 9L 6
i e r 9L zZ6 8 9
7 4 3 1
96 9 | 8P EL Z
8z 1 9 E 6 P9

VVORDS
MARCHINC BAND WORD SEARCH o

AERIAL
ALIGNMENT
AUBfriON
BACKWARDS

W het:her you wvwWan't t;o
get: fit: or
get: organized —
save money doing it
wit:h
an OSIE IViedia
classified ad!

CARRIAGE
COLOR GUARD
CMMAND
CORPS
COVER
&NBAS
DIAGONALS
DOUBLE TIME
DRESS
DRM
EASE
EXECUTION
FIELD sHOW
FILES
FLANK
ICTUS
MARCHING
RANKS
REST
SNARE
STEP
TEMPO

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle TENOR
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As New Coupe Goes On Sale, Honda’s Stylish
New Civic Already Looks Like a Big Hit

Honda's

n new Civic
| Jjffi  Coupe went
T . QH sale this
month, and
the company
is trying to
make the
most of the
styling of the
new model
that already is generating a lot of
excitement in the sedan version
that went on sale last fall.

By Dale Buss

Maybe it'll all even make
the 2016 version of Civic a cult
favorite that will enjoy something
similar to the nameplate's
popularity in the 1990s.

The Civic comprised an
important foot in the door for
Honda when it entered the
US market in the Seventies as
one Japanese import'sanswer
to the gasoline-price crisis. It
was smaller and relatively less
expensive than now. but the first
Civic established the brand's
bona fides for fuel economy, got
Americans used to the idea ofa

ighg Feature
(01174

high-quality Japanese car, and
opened the door for Honda to
introduce larger and upscale

models such as the Accord and,
eventually, its full product line

into the crucial American market.

Nowadays, the task of Civic
issomewhat different. As a
well-established playerin the
American market and one
that makes most ofits cars for
domestic consumption right in
the Midwest, Honda doesn't
need Civic anymore to prove its
credibility.

And it really doesn't even
need Civic forits exemplary
fuel economy, which will peak
out at A5 miles a gallon on the
highway in upper-trim versions
of Civic Coupe that have a gas-
sipping continuously variable
transmission. Fuel prices seem
so reasonable to Americans these
days that they don't care nearly as
much about mileage as they did
even acouple ofyears ago.

No.what Honda needs from
Civic now is to create some of
the brand excitement that Honda
still lacks in many ofits vehicles
—consumer enthusiasm that
translates into sales.

So far. so good on that count:
Civic salesin February were up
nearly 43 percent over a year ago,
setting a record for the month,
and that ofcourse was without

the new coupe version.

“Led by the all-new Civic.
Honda cars are defying industry
trends, even as our light-truck
models are red hot this winter.”
exulted JeffConrad, senior vice
president and general managerof
the Honda division.

The restyled sedan is exciting
consumers and reviewers alike
with a notedly more dynamic
exterioras well as improvements
in interior amenities and the
quality of materials, as well as
the fact that Honda is offering its
broadest range yet of versions and
trim levels.

Later this year, the 2017 Civic
Hatchback will launch as the
third variant in the line; the
prototype will make its debut at
the New York International Auto
Show later this month. And still
to come are Civic Sivariants and
what Honda calls a “radical new
Civic Type R.”

The new Civic is longer, wider,
lower and racier-looking than its
predecessor, with a lengthened
hood and a swept-back rear.
There's an additional three
inches of rear overhang, for
example, which is one ofthe main
characteristics of the new design,
while the front overhang is shorter
and it has a longer wheelbase.

Anothersporty touch is a
two-piece tail-lamp assembly

Professional

al your needs...
Painting

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
nt./Ext.. Work myself, free esi
Reeonable. (245) 2257145

Great Buys

neighborly deals..
Events &Fairs

Quilter to Quitter Sole
m-2pm

Troy 6363 Livernols. Tables ore
still_ovaitoble to rent.
248°798-7970 or go to glhq org for
more info.

Adopt

find a new friend...

Domestic Pets

ENHANCE YOUR AD
WTH APHOTO
You con odd photos to your classified
ads to show whot you ore seliing, in
addition to od copy. Ads will appear
whenever you wont them to run, un-
der the clossificotion you choose. The
cost for the photo will be $10, plus the

cost of the od copy based on the num-

ber of lines used. Email or moil your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Coll for addresses.
Photos will not be returned. Prepay
ment requlred/no refunds. To place
your Qd & get more Info call ;

MICH i
Observer & Eccentric

800-579-7355
Mon. thru Fri., 8:3D-5pm
Some restrictions moy apply

Pet Senrices
LOW COST VET VACCINE
\g\/ELLNESS CLINIC
T
10150 Highland Rd.Sun. Apnl 10th,
4PM-6:30PM 3ycar Rabies, $16,

Heortworm Test, $19. Skin, Ear &
Eye exoms ovall. 313-686-5701

CLEAN-UP &
HAULING SERVICES

Cep Rt Gragss
besae s atics 8 &c.

Free Estimates

248521-8318
a 2484805055

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING
BY LACOURE SERVRCES

Clean-Ups, landscaping, grading,
sodding, hydro-seeding, retaining
walls. Ins. work, bnck walks &
patios. Drainings & lawn irrigation
systems, low foundations built
up. Weekly lawn Maintenance
Haul away unwanted items.

« Commercial + Residential
- 42 years experience
- Licensed and Insured
- Free Estimates

W\ lacoureservics.com
24889595 or 248-521-8318

Assorted

Antique Coilectibles

Collectibles, Precious Moments,
Cherished Teddies, Snow Bunnies.

Paintings. Alexander Dolls, Ashton &
Drake Dolls. Hot Wheels. 246-807-2459

Appliances
REFRIGERATORS $150&UD|R0nge

wosher/dryer $125 & u
Worronty/delivery Call: (734) 1963472

ymmm

Parkview Memorial-Livonio 3
plots In Devotion $1800 or best offer
313-530-4337

If you're selling an item for $50 or
less run your ad under Cheop Stuff
AT A SPECIAL RATE*
Michigan.com
Observer & Eccentric
Call 800-579-7355!

-Some restrictions may apply

m

Light Maple 42* Round Kitchen table
W/A2" leaf &4 choirs S375. +19" tv
$175 712 place setting China set-

T GREAT cond. S300 194705281

pPEAK

AMERICA’S #1
BUILDING MATERIAL
ALCTION

Saturdagy April 2, 2

1ug(‘g:\onR Aul
th':FrldayAprl

Gibraltar Trade Center
237 NRiverRd
ML Clemens. M 48043

Hardwcod Fbonng, Kifchen Catxnets. Tib,
MosaKiTlb. Granite CbunterTops,
Interior & Exienor Doors. Decking,

Decorative Lifting Tnm & Mildrg
Decking. Vanities. Talets. Faucets,
and So Mixiti More

- GOTO:

‘www.peakauction.com

Call 800-24S-9690

—BZi'--!

Find
what you

wont in

CLASSIFIED!

ENHANCE YOUR AD
WITH APHOTO

You can add photos to your classified
ads to show whot you ore selling, in
oddition to od copy. Ads will oppear
whenever you want them to run. un-
der the clossificotion you choose. The
cost for the photo will be $10. plus the
cost of the od copy bosed on the num-
ber of lines used. Email or moil your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Coll for oddresses.
Photos will not be returned. Prepay-
ment required/no refunds. To ploce
your ad & get more info coll :

Observer & Eccentric

800-579-7355
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions moy apply

HANDICAP 10 BEAUT
FLR MINI VANS UNDER
CALL US IN LANSING

IFUL LOW
$15,000.
517-230-8865

z

edaHaAdi
lour To-Dol List?

Toadrertisejocr liavelsproement
Mnca» contactuak

80059738

unlock
your
potential

that reaches from the car's rear
quarters onto the deck lid and
requires Honda engineers to
make one of their legendary
executions to ensure proper
fitand finish of what is a very
difficult design concept.

To boost the quality feel of
Civic inside. Honda upgraded to
triple sealing around the doors,
added soundproofing in the roof
and floor, and used hydraulic
bushings to dampen suspension
vibrations. New amenities include
a keyless entry system with
remote start and remote-link
climate as w'ellas a walkaway
auto lock and pushbutton start.

Weight savings through use
ofmore high-strength and liltra-
high-strength steel -- almost 75
percent of Civic's body structure
is made from the stuffnow- -- have

helped translate into a zippier
car, which is powered either by
a 2.0-liter engine that generates
158 horsepower or a turbo version
of 15 liters that puts out 174
horsepower.

W hich brings Civic back to
the new Coupe version, which is
especially tuned for "driving fun.”
as Conrad putitin arelease. It
"sets the bar for performance,
refincmeni and connectivity in the
compactcoupe segment.”

And there's more. As the
W all Street Journal noted, even
the new entry-level Civic, the
LX sedan version, includes
automated-safety features
that lake “some of the most
sophisticated technology on the
market available and (make) it
accessible to significantly more
buyers, including younger ones.”

Y our com m unity,
delivered to y our
front door

Farmington Observer

Wayne-Westland Observer

Garden City Observer
Redford Observer
Livonia Observer
Canton Observer

Plymouth Observer
South Oakland Eccentric

Birmingham Eccentric

Northville Record
South Lyon Herald
Milford Times
Novi News

For Homre Delivery, call

866-887-2737
hometovwnlife.com

ocads@hometownlife.com
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APARTMENT

Thomas F.
Taylor Towers
Now Accepting
Applications
Senior Citizen
Residence
62 &Older.

1 &2 Bedroom
36500 Marquette
Westland, M1 48185

(734) 326-0700

;
{fst Hqsltglg t n

Classified Advertising: 1-800-579-7355
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WV\AYTHE

Yauhitthe
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Moyre OIH

isthe Heoefor YQU ‘\ BASED ON 30%
Wayre Toner Seniar v

55+
35200 Sims, Wayne, Ml

hometownlife.ee

(WESTGATE TOWER HAS RENT

OF YOUR

INCOME

~ CALLTODAY!

IM/E]A[E(IIII\%I\D{ 73729-29700

1 Bedroom, Central Air
34567 ELM W OOD

IN WESTLAND

* INCOME LIMITS APPLY

«For Senior's 62 and older

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC M ORTG

AGE MONITOR

We WantyY ou!

We will match your tax refund

up to $4,000 as a credit
j when you purchase from

Hurry offer ends March 31,2016!

Now offering leave with option to own in select communities!

Homes from $23,900 to $75,

*WAC, certain restrictions apply. Cannot be combined with any other
incentive. No cash value. See housing consultant for details. Please bring ad
to receive offer. Offer expires 3-31-16

PLYMOUTH

3

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pis. 15 Yr. Pts.
1St Choice Mortgage Lending 138560  (734) 459-0782 35 0 2.625 0
Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511  (800) 593-1912 35 0 2.625 0
AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.49 0 2.75 0
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931  (248) 740-2323 35 0 275 0
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100 3.875 0 3.125 0
Fifth Third Bank 403245  (800) 792-8830 3.75 0.25 3.125 0,125
Ross Mortgage 107716  (248) 282-1602 3.875 0 3.25 0
Zeal Credil Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 3.75 0.25 3 0

Above Inf<xmation available as of 3/18/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score ol 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P M. at www.rmcreport.com

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.

©2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc.,

FREE RENT

UNTILA4/I/2016
Own this home foronly $799 permonth!
Adorable 4 Bedroom. 2 Bath home with a front deck and brand new carpet
Call Sun Homes today, 888-685-0265
Visitus online atwww .-4northville.com
South Lyon Schools!
OFFICE HOURS M-F 8a-5p + Sat9a-Ip
Offerexpires 3/31/2016 **Some restrictions apply EHO
+Prospects nust applytot y y Notaii

inrefliSunH eQ inancecamDyni SA0.
219 2299 AR 240 mo Tenn AT C\ cown payment faymeni mms.s«mnmsne Teni 01 S324 64/in0 to Lyer Ste
year these firencinotoms e to etample pur e noi anofto towlend

tent returns to full merket rate n ai

rdil I e shoanabew coes k. e S199 e ep e, appiiie F\at or Mo, Forcetls n bl 3

Inc NVILS*333675.2777 7FranklinRd Sutle
03/31/2016 Other Restictions ey apply

rar-

200, Souttifiek!. MI48034 (248;208- ZSOUBIZSHStDrDIEdela Is

Homes for RENT
in two great
communities!

Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

All Rights Reserved

If the viholf' viorld 16 90in9
to the 4095, >fou ma™ a&
vieU have one of ‘jour own.

Find a friend loda-f in ~our Clataifiede

"It's all about resuits'

To pUd6 an ad, tall;
800-57<i-T?55

O bSKINKH& ECXTATHIt
[SS— Yl Ao R VN

Brand new 2 &3

Need a new placeP

HILLS

bedroom, 2 bath homes
including all appliances

Call Sarah in Plymonth at 734.414.9760

www.ajrhomesales.com ™

Honre for Sale -
In State

FARMINGTON- OPEN HO

For vals B Ownar - 353134l Pine
Sot. & Sun. 1PM-4PM Come see this
Great 4br-4- 2.5 both colonlol. This is
newly remodeled- Has 2011 sq ft. osk-
ing $304,999. 989-732-6354

INKSTER
of Home for the Money

Inl? & living room room or
en. flnsh bsmt wlfuM both &
fireploce $18,

Century 21 Castelli 734 525-7900

Plymouth/Salem Twp. 4 bedroom, 2.5

both custom built executive home for

sole. 12 mins, from Plymouth & Ann
Arbor, 4,000+ sq. ft; on 10 ocres
(wooded), custom Kitchen, master
ath with' steam shower & iocuzzi

tub. In home office/Ilbrory plus sun-

1 or email mswilly85290gmoil.com
for info & showing.

FiniJ what you
want in
CLASSIFIED!

Home for Sale » Real Estate

In State

cestLAND
tfside Estates
2003 Built 199 sq ft colonial. 3
bdrm, 21 bo, formol living & dining
room, fam rm w/vaulted.
kllchenw/doorwall ll to deck, finish
bsmt. GA. ,00(

great place to live.

Apartments &Lofts

Grent Value
2 bdrm vinyl sided ranch, kitchen
wi/stove & fridge, living rm
wifrench doors to deck in'fenced
A $19,000 4

Sprawllng Ranch |

bdrms. updated kitchen

w/applionces, bedroom has french

door that opens to huge deck in
yard, finsh bsmt w/room thot could

drm, GA $68,
Cenlury 21 Cosletli 734-525-7900

FREE RENT UNTIL April 1!
$699** movesyou inf
Homes stortingos low as $999/month)
3bedroom,2 bathg.4bedroom, 2bath homes
HURRY these homesare going fast!
CaUsunHomestOday. (888) 685-0265
Orapplyon bneat www.4northviUe.com
South Lyon Schools*
OFFICEHOUftS:M-F8a-5p +Sat9a-ip

starting at
S per month

$499 moves you
in PLUS
FREE RENT UNTIL
APRIL 20161*

O 1d Dutch Farms
27000 Napier Road * Novi

888-550-6480

$599 moves you
in PLUS
FREE RENT UNTIL
APRIL 20161*

Find one in the O&E Media classifieds

I

1 Offer expires 3/31/2016

9 + Somerestrctionsapply C hilds Lake Estates

2 EHO 4377 Old Plank Road « Milford
Homes-Rent | 248-257-5365

| meritusmhc.com
§ *‘\I\PCJSnDIesemmunyouﬂjmrstT

Westland- 3br. 15 bo brk ranch, C/A,
t. bsmt. Fridge, stove, no pet: ]
£ R Nios Bred B850 PR 86 d1ba

Get results.
Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

Offer eqires2-29-16. ==

So Much More Than You Bargained For!

O rserver & E ccentric

Get results.

Advertise in

MEDIJA

800-579-7355

CLASSIFIEDS!

www.hometownlife.com


http://www.rmcreport.com
http://www.ajrhomesales.com
http://www.4northviUe.com
http://www.hometownlife.com

