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This month, you're
family at Varsity.
GetA/Z Plan Pricing!*

SEBVER

*Quallflod Ford smplo/aes and rstiraas may r«calv« on« additional A/Z plan pin
betwoen 1/8/16 and A/4/16. Qualified customers must currently own or lease a
1995 or newer norvFord/LIncoLn/Mercury Motor Company vehicle. Residency
restrictions apply. Offer otkls 4/4/16. See Varsity Ford for details.

Bigger bill comes after new water meter

LeAnne Rogers

staff Writer

As outdoor readers are re-
placed along with water meters
some Westland residents are
getting reconciliation bills to
cover the gap from their actual
water use and estimated water
billings.

After her water meter and
outside meter were replaced in
late November, resident Becki
Brand received a bill for $679.
Her family’s two-month water
bill isusu™y $150-$180.

“| talked to the city multiple
times. | was told it was due to
two years of estimated bills,”
Brand said. “The last time they
had an actual reading of the
meter was December 2013.”

Aresident living near Joy
and Merriman since 2008,
Brand was unhappy that she
had never been notified that
her meter readings were being
estimated.

“I dont know if we used the
water or not. | had two years of
estimated bills,” she said. I
was never given the opportuni-

ty of an appointment (for the
meter replacement). Neither
my husband nor | were alerted
—the nanny let them in. It was
extremely unsettling.”

Adjustment needed

The reconciliation bill was
calculated at current water
rates, Brand said, until she
called the city and an adjust-
ment to utilize 2014-2015 rates
were applied for an $80 reduc-
tion.

“We had to catch them,” said
Brand, adding she shouldn be

responsible for charges due to
the city’s failure to maintain
equipment and reliance on
estimated bills.

When the citywide water
meter/reader replacement
program was implemented, the
city announced that it would
apply the earlier water rates —
what the city calls a rollback
credit —to the reconciliation
bills. The city is also setting up
payment plans when contacted.

“Some people are getting
reconciliation bills. 1T we over-
estimated the bills, they would

et a credit,” Westland Finance

irector Steve Smith said. “Out
of 10 people, probably three of
them get credits. There are
three or four who dont see a
big change. Three or four out of
the 10 get a reconciling bill.”

Failure begins

Abig factor, Smith said is
how long the water customers
had been receiving an estimat-
ed water bUI. The outside read-
ers that allow meters to be read

See BILLS, Page A2
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» Lakeshia Valdez
still has decades to
serve for stabbing to
death Bedford resi-
dent Matthew Oliva-
rez.

»> Battered woman
syndrome is gaining
more attention in
legal circles.

» Domestic abuse
can be physical or
psychological.
INSIDE TODAY'S
PAPER

Prison by the num-
bers, A7

wrong? What if?

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Shocking headlines dominate the news as
a murder trial unfolds. The prosecution and
defense offer different versions of the same
event. Sordid details and dark secrets are
revealed — pain turns to sorrow and ques-
tions of what might have been. Why really
happened that day? What went soterribly

Reporters Aileen Wingblad and David
Veselenak set out to answer those questions
in a series of interviews with convicted mur-
derers Nancy Seaman and Lakeshia Valdez.

Murderer Nancy Seaman describes torment of prison life

Aileen Wingblad

Staff Writer

“l took a life. | never said |
should just walk away free. | nev-
er wanted to kill him, | was only
trying to protect myself. I just
wanted to get away.”

Those are the words of Nancy
Seaman, 1lyears and a couple of
months after a judge ordered her to spend the
rest of her life in prison for the grisly hatchet
murder of her husband Bob.

Seaman, an elementary school teacher at the
time of the killing, claimed self-defense. Anar-
gument over her plans to end the marriage and
move into her own condo had turned physical,
she said, and she truly feared for her life the day
Bob died.

Bob had threatened to kill her time and again,
she said, and this time, she believed he’d do it.

The Oakland County prosecutor who tried her
case didn’t buy it. Neither did the jury.

Seven months after what she calls “the trage-
dy” in the garage of their upscale Farmington
HiUs home, Seaman started living out her days at

Nancy
Seaman
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the Women’s Huron Valley Cor-
rectional Facility in Pittsfield
Township.

Tears daily

Eleven years-plus and stiU,
Seaman sald, not a day goes by
that she doesn't cry.

She cries for herself, as she
continues her legal fight, knowing
that her options for appeal are extremely limited
- if not already exhausted.

She cries for her family - her two sons, their
wives and the four grandchildren she’s never
met. She cries for her brother, for the friends she
misses so much.

And, she said, she cries for Bob.

“The person | loved for 3Lyears is dead and
I’'m responsible,” Seaman said, during a recent
interview with the Observer &Eccentric. “I’'m
tormented - 1cant even put into words what it
feels like.”

eaman has yet to completely adjust to prison

Robert
Seaman

life

See PRISON, Page A7
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’m sitting in the visitor center
Iat the Women’s Huron Valley

Correctional Facility, waiting
to meet Nancy Seaman, a con-
victed murderer. A

This place has been her home
for the last 11 years.

I’'m not sure what to expect
once our interview begins. I’'m a
bit apprehensive, of course, but
curious and ready.

I've already muddled
through the intake require-
ments - allowed only “clear
pens” and my notebook, patted down by an
officer, proving to her that I’m not trying to
sneak anything in under my tongue, behind my
ears, between my toes. The jewelry I'm wear-

Aileen
Wingblad
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QC business to host
 reading therapy
dogs March 19

The Lucky Dog busi-
ness on Middlebelt,
north of Ford Road, in
Garden City will host
the Kids R.E.A.D. to
Dogs event from noon
to 4 p.m. Saturday,
March 19. Kids can
bring in their favorite
book or choose one
donated to Lucky Dog
by the Garden City
Public Library.

Parents need to call
ahead and schedule a
time for reading at
734-261-7387.

Several different
breeds of trained thera-

py dogs will be at
Lucky Dog from the
local chapter of Pet-
a-Pet. The dogs are
trained to be still and
listen while kids of
any age read to

them

Dogs dont judge
or make fun of young
readers who may
have difficulties
learning,a press
release notes.

It is a free event
for any child who
loves to read and
loves dogs. All chil-
dren are welcome.
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Jefferson Barns receives state grant

LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Thanks to a state

rant, two new baseball

ields, a basketball court
and a pavilion will be
constructed at the Jef-
ferson Barns Community
Vitality Center recrea-
tion complex.

The $175,000 grant
comes through the Michi-
gan Department of Natu-
ral Resources. The West-
land City Council recent-
ly voted to accept the

grant.
State Rep. Robert
Kosowski, D-Westland,

received thanks for his
efforts in obtaining the
rant.

“I would like to thank
Rep. Kosowski for his
assistance in getting the
DNR grant,” Councilman
Kevin Coleman said. “He
was instrumental in ob-
taining the grant,”

Along with the ball
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without access to the
inside meters began to
fail in the summer of
2013, he said.

“We had the first read-
ers go bad, 50-100. The
new devices that were
installed were still under
warranty,” Smith said.
“Months went by and
more and more of the
readers went bad. The
company got back-
logged.”

Other communities
were seeing similar prob-
lems and eventually the
company went out of
business,

“We had 400-500 read-
ers failing a month and
the meter readers (who
would replace faulty
devices) couldn't keep
up,” said Smith. “In the
winter of 2013-14, it took
all our guys to plow
snow.”

By early winter of
2014, Smith said there
wasnt meter reading
resulting in estimated

diamonds, basketball
court and pavilion. Com-
munity Development
Director Joanne Camp-
bell said that a handicap-
accessible play structure
would be added to the
project if there is suffi-

bills.

“We knew we needed
an alternative. We had
demonstrations and a
Request for Proposals,”
he said. “We quit replac-
ing the outside readers.”

Replacement
program

The city council ap-
proved a program to
replace the outside read-
ers along with inside
meters —ending their
useful life after 15years
or 20 years —in August
2014.

“It’s a big project
replacing 27,000 meters
and costing $10 million.
We had to bond (to fund
the project). We started
replacing meters then,
doing the ones that had
been estimated the long-
est,” Smith said, “About
11,000 residential meters
have been replaced to
date, so we are about
halfway done.”

Along with approxi-
mately 22,000 residential
meters, the city contrac-
tor has also replaced
most of the 5,000 com-
mercial and industrial

Y OU’RE

cient money through the
grant.

» Also regarding Jef-
ferson Barns, the council
approved a rental agree-
ment between the city
and National Faith Ho-
mebuyers for the rental

meters. The new meters
send information to the
readers, which transmit
data to a cell tower and
then the information
goes to the city water
billing department.

“Probably 95 percent
of the time when we go
through their account
with someone, the people
are okay with it. They
don't like but they un-
derstand it,” Smith said.
“The water went through
the meter.”

Water loss rate

The more accurate
meters/readers are ex-
pected to help reduce the
city’s 10-percent water
loss rate —water that is
billed to the city whole-
sale but can't be charged
toa specific account, he
said. “The water did go
through the meters,”
Smith added.

Tammara Orman, who
lives near VVenoy and
Avondale, hasnt had the
water meter and reader
replaced at her home.

“I’'m scared. It started
off innocently enough
but when DTE (Energy)

of two classeg in the

building, beginning April

1and continuing for five
ears with a clause for a
ive-y™ar renewal.

The cost is $800 per
month.

“National Faith Home-
buyers has managed our
home buyers assistance
program. They have been
wonderful partners,”
Campbell said.

“For just under 10
years, we have adminis-
tered the program for
Westland and now we are
moving into Westland,”
said Dina Harris, foun-
der and CEO of National
Faith Homebuyers. “We
work to help people find
a home in 34 cities. We
are proud to be a new-
comer to Westland.”

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039

Twitter: @LRogersObsen/er
DownloacJ our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!

replaced my meter with
a smart meter, it was a
horrible experience,”
said Orman, adding her
electric bills had jumped
with the new meter.

Unlike many resi-
dents, Orman said she
noticed her water bill
was being estimated and
called the inside meter
number into the city.

“TI#_y were only about
$19 off what was estimat-
ed. My actual last read-
ing was two years ago,”
sald Orman, who was
concerned that the recon-
ciliation bill would be an
ongoing charge.

Water/sewer rates will
increase 2,35 percent
July L The cit¥ had re-
ceived notice from the
Great Lakes Water Au-
thority for Westland to
expect a 6.5-percent
wholesale rate increase,
although it hasn' yet
been approved by the
board.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039

Twitter: @LRogersObserver

Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!

INVITED TO A

Culinary
Exploration of
Waltonwood

Join us for a tour at either of our Canton
communities, and along the way you’ll enjoy small plate
tastings of our Culinary Directors’ favorite regional cuisine.
During your visit you’ll also get a better understanding
of the services and amenities we offer.

March 22nd
p.m.

4'6
a

Waltonwood at Carriage Park
2250 N Canton Center Rd.

March 24th
S5-7p.m.
at

Waltonwood at Cherry Hill

42600 Cherry Hill Rd.
Canton

(734) 335-1830

Canton

(734) 3354276

RSVP by March 18th
to the communities above

¥ altonvgdd

Redefining Retirement Living*

wwiv.Waltonwood.com
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Tiffany Seals of Garden City watches as her son, Jamie, makes the "Cat in the Hat" craft at the What's your favorite Dr. Seuss book? Carley Mohiman and Reese Fisher show off their favorites

Garden City Library March 10.

at the Dr. Seuss celebration held March 10 in Garden City.

It’s fun to have fun: Dr. Seuss a great
reason to visit Garden City Library

Dr. Seuss has enter-
tained and educated
generations of children.
With his birthday near,
the evening of Thursday,
March 10, was the per-
fect time for a Dr. Seuss
celebration at the Gar-
den City Public Library.

To celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day on Thursday,
March 17, the library
will be hosting a St. Pat-
rick’s Day Craft Night.
The library has 1°d pre-
vious success WiAi a
themed holiday craft
with its Valentine’s Day
Craft Night back in Feb-
ruary and is eager to
continue this trend. The
event starts at 6 p.m.
and the library staff
asks that you call in
advance to register.

Family Game Night
will take place at 5 p.m.
Monday, March 28. It
will be a chance for fam-
ilies to come to the li-
brary and enjoy board
games, card games and
Wii games, with the
added bonus of free
pizza. This is another
event the library would
like people to register
ahead of time for. For

TOM BEAUDOIN
Garden City resident Mya Smith paints her "Truffula Tree" based on the Dr. Seuss book, "The
Lorax Book." The Garden City Library celebrated Dr. Seuss Thursday evening, March 10, with
movies and crafts

teen patrons, the library ~ Thursday, March 3L enter the Balmoral side

will host a movie night The Garden City Pub-  of Maplewood Center

to coincide with the lic Library is available located at 31735 Maple-

DVD release of Mock- to answer inquiries dur-  wood. Library hours are

ingjay Part 2, the last ing normal business 10a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday TOM BEAUDOIN
movie in the Hunger hours in person or over through Thursday and Evan Thomason, 5, of Garden City shows off his "Cat In the
Games series. The the phone at 734-793- noon to 5 p.m. Friday Hat" craft that he built at the Dr. Seuss celebration held at the
movie will start at 5p.m.  1830. When visiting, and Saturday. Garden City Library on Thursday, March 10.

ORDINANCE NO. 248-A-79

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT THE USE OF LAND AND
STRUCTURES BY DIVIDING THE CITY OF WESTLAND INTO DISTRICTS AND
ESTABLISHING THE LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES THEREOF BY ADOPTION
OF AN OFFICIAL ZONING DISTRICT MAP; TO SPECIFY THE DISTRICTS WITHIN
WHICH LANDS MAY BE USED FOR BUSINESS, INDUSTRIAL, RESIDENCE AND
OTHER SPECIFIED PURPOSES; TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS, REGULATIONS,
RESTRICTIONS AND PROHIBITIONS GOVERNING THE LOCATION, ERECTION,
CONSTRUCTIONS, RECONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION AND USE OF BUILDINGS,
STRUCTURES AND LAND WITHIN SUCH DISTRICTS; TO LIMIT THE HEIGHT
AND BREADTH OF BUILDINGS, SIGNS AND OTHER STRUCTURES; TO
REGULATE THE INTENSITY OF USE OF LOT AREAS AND TO DETERMINE
THE SIZE OF YARDS AND OTHER OPEN SPACES; TO ESTABLISH SITE DESIGN
REGULATIONS AND TO PROVIDE SITE DESIGN REVIEW PROCEDURES AND
STANDARDS: TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES AND STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL
LAND USE AND SPECIAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT; TO LIMIT CONGESTION
IN THE PUBLIC STREETS BY PROVIDING OFF-STREET PARKING AND
LOADING REQUIREMENTS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE RESTRICTION AND
GRADUAL ELIMINATION OF NON-CONFORMING USES OF LAND. BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES; TO REGULATE SIGNS BY ESTABLISHING RESTRICTIONS
UPON THE SIZE, HEIGHT, LOCATION AND NUMBER OF PERMISSIBLE SIGNS
AND PROHIBITING CERTAIN SIGNS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION,
ENFORCEMENT AND AMENDMENT OF THE ORDINANCE. TO DEFINE CERTAIN
TERMS, TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES AND STANDARDS WITH RESPECT
TO ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; AND TO REPEAL THE PRIOR ZONING
ORDINANCE.

THE CITY OF WESTLAND ORDAINS:
Section 1. That the zoning map of Ordinance No. 248 of the City of Westland be and

the same is hereby amended to show PUD district classification where CB-4; CB-3; CB-1 and
R-5 district classifications are now shown in the area situated in the City of Westland, Wayne

County, Michigan, described as:

Being part of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 18, Town 2 South, Range 9 East, being all
of Lots 11, 12, 13 and 16, except the east 10 feet thereof, together with all of Lots 14
and 15, except the east 10 feet thereof and also except the west 264.75 feet thereof, of
“Nankin Little Farms” as recorded In Liber 39 on Page 46, W.C.R,, together with part
of Lots 981 through 986 of “Supervisor’s Nankin Plat No. 21" as recorded In Liber 71,
Page 58, W.C.R. all being more particularly described as: Commencing at the Northeast
Corner of said Section 18; thence N89®4451"W, 33.00 feet along the north line of said
section; thence S0027°31"W, 84.99 feet along the northerly extension of the west line
of Newburgh Road (variable width), as recorded In said supervisor’ plat, to the Point
of Beginning, said point also being 32.19 feet westerly of the east line of said section;
thence continuing along said line, S00"27°31"W, 154.10 feet to the south line of said
Lot 986, said also point being 30.74 feet westerly ofthe east line of said section; thence
along said line N89*4451™W\, 12.26 feet to the west line of Newburgh Road (43’ wide) as
recorded In Liber 27615 on Page 713. said point also being 43 feet westerly of the east
line of said section; thence along said line, SO1®00'00"W, 405.16 feet to the south line of
said Lot 11; thence along said south line S89°55’19"W, 1254.00 feet to the west line of
said “Nankin Little Farms”; thence along said line, also being the west line of said Lots
11 through 13. N00°35%59"E, 197.98 feet to the north line of said Lot 13; thence along
said line NB9®B5’18"E, 264.77 feet to the east line of the west 264.75 feet of Lots 14 and
15 as recorded in Liber 46206, Page 1497 W.C.R; thence along said line, NOOR3559E,
121.96 feet to a north line of said Lot 15; thence along said line, also being the south
line of Lots 976 and 977 of said Supervisor’ Plat, S89®44’51"E, 131.25 feet to a west line
of said Lot 15; thence along the west line of said Lots 15 and 16, NO0“3559"E, 90.90
feet to the north line of said Lot 16; thence along said line, also being the south line of
Lots 978 through 980 of said Supervisor’s Plat, SB0®4451"E, 295.73 feet to the west line
of said Lot 981; thence along said west line, NOO®16°39"E, 179.10 feet to the south line
of Ford Road (M-153) as recorded In Liber 22018, Page 775 W.CR;; thence along said
south line S89°4451"E, 552.87 feet, said line also being 60 feet southerly of the north
line of said Section 18; thence continuing along said recorded line, S44°38'40"E, 35.29
feet to the Point of Beginning. Containing 12.575 acres of land more or less.

PARCEL NOS.

56-049-01-0011-301; 56-049-01-0012-301; 56-049-01-0013-303; 56-049-01-0013-002:
56-049-01-0014-304; 56-049-01-0014-305; 56-049-05-0981-001; 56-049-05-0982-001
56-049-05-0983-001; 56-049-05-0984-001; 56-049-05-0985-001; 56-049-05-0986-002:

Section 2. The other classifications in effect in all other areas of the zoning map shall

remain in full force and effect.

Section 3. Severability. The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance
are hereby declared to be severable. Ifany part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is

adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of

the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Section 4. Repeal. All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith
are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

Section 5. Publication. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published in

the manner required by law.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon

publication thereof
Published: March 17.2 0 1 6
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Officer receives top

A Westland Police sergeant
has been promoted, but not
within the department.

Sgt, Timothy Horvath was
recently promoted through the
U.S. Air Force as a member of
the 127th Air Refueling Group
based out of Selfridge Air Na-
tional Guard Base.

Horvath has been promoted
to the rank of Chief Master
Sergeant/E9, the Air Force’s
highest enlisted rank. Only 1
percent of enlisted militar
members achieve this rank.

Many members of the West-
land Police Department attend-
ed Horvath’s promotion cere-
mony Feb. 6.

Horvath will serve as the
127th Air Refueling Group’s
superintendent, whose mission
is to fly and maintain the
KC-135 aircraft that handles
in-flight refueling operations.
The planes reach all ends of
the world and support domes-
tic missions and the war on
terror overseas.

Horvath has served the
Westland Police Department
for over 13 years and has been
serving in the military for
nearly 29 years.

Attempted break in

On March 3, a resident in
the 3500 block of Mildred told
police she arrived home about
4:45 p.m. and found her back
privacy gate was open. She
said it 1s always closed and
locked due the family dog.

The resident also heard the
audible alarm on her home
going off and found a window
screen on the ground. She
went inside the house but
nothing appeared to be dis-
turbed.

Security footage at the
home showed a suspect pull
into the driveway and enter
the backyard through the

ate. He tried to pry the front

oor open but was unable to
do so due to the deadbolt lock.
The footage showed the sus-
pect attempting to enter
through a window unsuccess-
fully before returning to the

w

military rank

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Westland Police Sgt. Timothy Horvath (right) at his promotion to U.S. Air
Force Chief Master Sergeant/E9, the highest non-commissioned rank.
With him is Westland Deputy Police Chief Brian Miller.

WAYNE COP CALLS

front, which triggered the
alarm.

Larceny

Six semi truck tires and
rims valued at $1,800 were
reported stolen from Rush
TVucking, 38500 VVan Born,
March 8. The tires were of
various makes and models,
and the rims were described
as white.

The manager told police he
was in his office about 6:30
a.m. when he heard loud bang-
ing in parking lot. When he
went outside, he said he saw
an older white Ford F-150
leaving the lot at a high rate
of speed. He said he could see
several semi truck tires in the
bed of the truck.

Checking the maintenance
garage, which had its door
open, the manager said he
saw the tires and rims were
missing.
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Vandalism

Police were called to Ser-
vices to Enhance Potential,
35000 Van Bom, March 8
about a damaged fence. An
employee told police that a
neighbor alerted her to the
damage that had happened
about a month earlier. Em-
ployees wouldn't see the fence
due to a row of trees.

The fence, which sur-
rounds a garden, had been
struck by a vehicle that con-
tinued into the garden damag-
ing the fence and several
fence posts. The damage was
estimated at $2,000.

Vandalism

Avresident in the 34000
block of Chestnut told police
March 9 he arrived home to
find his fence/gate damaged.

LeAnne Rogers

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Report: Too much partying

lands birthday boy in jail

Aileen Wingblad
staff Writer

What reportedly began as a
30th birthday celebration
ended with an arrest and sev-
eral felony charges for a
Wayne man.

James Odis Oliver caught
the attention of Farmington
Hills police shortly after 2
a.m. March 12 for allegedly
driving well under the posted
speed limit —which can be an
indication of drunken driving.
A LEIN check of his license
plate showed a “sound alike”
warrant alert for a man with a
similar name and same date of
birth, prompting police to pull
him over.

Oliver appeared under the
influence, police said, and
failed field sobriety tests —
including reciting part of the
al?habet. Oliver, a convicted
felon, reportedly told police he

Tax time means m

LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

While they’re attempted
throughout the year, scam IRS
collection calls seem to be gear-
ing up as the April 15income
tax deadline nears.

“The IRS will not call you to
say your taxes are inarrears.
The IRS will never have you
meet them to give them mon-
ey,” Wayne Police Lt. Ryan
Strong said. “They will never
call and tell you they have a
warrant issued for your ar-
rest.”

People are getting variations
of these calls, he said, especial-
ly inthe last couple of weeks,

“We'Vve been able to stop
most of them (from getting
money). One elderly man re-
cently called us,” Strong said.
“He had the forethought to ask
if it was right. He had about
$1,500 to pay them. We were
able to stop it.”

Many victims of scams in
which people are threatened

might have
difficulty doing
so because he
had dropped out
of school in 10th
grade.

Aprelimi-
nary breath test
reportedly reg-
istered his blood
alcohol content at 0.12%, and a
vehicle search turned up
crack cocaine and a handgun,
police said.

Oliver reportedly admitted
to having a few drinks earlier
that evening while celebrating
his birthday at a Detroit bar.

He was arraigned March 13
in 47th District Court on weap-
ons charges, possession of

Oliver

cocaine and operating while
impaired. He’s due back in
court March 23.

awingblad@hometownlife.com
248-390-3976 Twitter:@awingblad

ore phony

IRS calls

with arrest or having their
bank accounts frozen are sen-
ior citizens. Acommon denom-
inator is often that the person
doesn't check outthe caller’s
claims until it’s too late and
they've been ripped off.

“I personally have taken
several calls about this. One
Berson got $3,000 out of the

ank for the (phony) IRS per-
sonnel,” Strong said. “If there
is any doubt, people should call
us and ask if it right. Of
course, its not right.”

On its website, the IRS
warns consumers to guard
against scam phone calls from
thieves intent on stealing their
money or identity.

The IRS also notes that their
real agents will not phone and
ask taxpayers for personal
information, including bank or
credit card numbers.

Irogers®hometown!ife.coni |
734-883-9039 \Twitter:
QLRogersObserver \Download our free
apps for iPhone, iPad or Android!

CONGRATULATIONS!
WE'RE PROUD OF YOU!

These area students were among the more than 1,400 named to the
Dean's List for the Fall 2016 Semester, with a grade point average of 3.25 or higher.
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Senior scammed trying to buy

David Veselenak
Staff Writer

One Livonia senior
citizen is out hundreds of
dollars after being taken
advantage of by someone
posing to sell puppies
online.

The 70-year-old wom-
an came into the Livonia
police station the after-
noon of March 10to re-

ort the incident. She said

er dog recently died and
she was looking online to
geta new dog. She said
she was browsing online

when she came across an
ad for teacup Yorkshire
puppies, the type of dog
she was looking for.

She found an email
address for the individual
and sent a message. They
traded some emails and
the resident agreed to
send $800 to a Bank of
America account to pay
for two puppies, which
would be delivered to her.
She later transferred the
money to the account,
which was associated
with the name “Adams
Smith.”

After sending the
money, the Livonia wom-
an was told to send an
additional $950 to a ship-
ping company, uShip Pets
Cargo Ltd., to cover ship-
ping the puppies over-
night. The resident then
went to Kroger at 30935
Five Mile and sent the
money over a wire ser-
vice to another individ-
ual. She also paid $86 in
fees to send the cash.

She was told the pup-
pies would be delivered
to her home by March 10,
which did not'happen. She

tried to contact the sell-
ers, but they were not
responding to emails or
phone calls. Both sellers
were supcf)osedly based in
Maryland.

Police began searching
online and discovered
testimonials from others
who shared a similar
story to this woman and
getting scammed out of
money for the promise of
puppies. Livonia police
gathered documents
provided by the woman
as evidence.

The shipping provider.
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puppies

uShip, states on its
website that using any
form of wire service Is
prohibited under their
policies.

“Although these ser-
vices may seem safe —
once you have sent the
money, you cannot re-
tract ortrace the pay-
ment,” the company
states on its website.
“Many scams occur when
a Service Provider re-
quests partial or full pay-
ment upfront.”

The American Society
for the Prevention of

Trott, Google discuss Internet safety

Google representa-
tives and U.S. Rep.
Dave Trott paid a visit
to Holmes Middle
School last week to
deliver the Online Safe-
ty Roadshow, an online
safety assembly devel-
oped by Google for
middle school students.

Two Google employ-
ees delivered the 45-
minute presentation,
which focuses on five
tips for staying safe
and being smart online.
They covered topics
including: thinking
before you share, set-
ting strong passwords,
using settings, identi-
fying online scams and
being positive online,

Trott opened the
assembly talking to
students about the im-
portance of online safe-
ty and competing in the

assword faceoff chal-
enge, where students
are asked to come up
with the strongest pos-

.JV

sible password.

“Learning online
security tips and tech-
niques to use the In-
ternet safely is critical
for our Kids'in the 21st
century,” Trott said.
“Moms and dads in
Southeast Michigan
want their children to
utilize the Internetin a
safe, smart and effec-
tive manner. Google’s
Online Safety Road-
show is an excellent
resource to ensure our
kids have the tools and
knowledge to navigate
the Internet safely.”

Google spokesper-
son Jamie Hill said the

roliferation of the
nternet makes safety a
priority.

“With students hav-
ing greater access to
the Internet through
cell phones and other
devices, it is important
that they learn to use
these tools respon-
sibly,” Hill said. “The

Online Safety Road-
show teaches students
how to be smart and
safe online through a
fun and interactive
assembly.”

The Online Safety
Roadshow is a Google
program designed to
educate parents and
students on how to be
more successful and
safe online. The pres-
entation is a 45-minute
assembly that teaches
middle school students
how to be smart about
the content they share
online. It focuses on
important skills —how
to create a safe and
memorable password,
identify phishing
scams, and more.

For more tips about
how to keep yourself
and your family safe
online, visit: www.
google.com/safety
center

at middle

(WGRL) A5

online

Cruelty to Animals also
recommends those look-
ing for a puppy not buy it
online for multiple rea-
sons. The organization
recommends taking sev-
eral steps, including:
visiting the seller at their
facility, picking up the
puﬁpy at a kennel instead
of having one shipped,
checking references of
the seller and avoid using
money order payments.

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

school

U.S. Rep. Dave Trott was at Holmes Middle School to talk about Internet safety.

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING

A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of
the City of Westland, Wayne County, Michigan:

Case #2197, Public Hearing Special Land Use Approval
for Proposed Service Station Convenience Store, 110 S
Newburgh Road, Southwest Comer of Newburgh Road
and Cherry Hill Road, Krunal Pathak/Arfit M. Blatt

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing of the
City of Westland Planning Commission will be held at City
Hall, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m,
Tuesday, April 5, 2016.

Written comments may be submitted to the Planning
Commission before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled
meeting.

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairinan
Westland Planning Commission

Published; March 17,2016

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING

S_BMTTED
Kids of ah ages are invited to participate in the Wayne County
Marshmallow Drop on March 25 at Nankin Mills in Westland.

Marshmallow Drop,

Easter Bunny coming

Wayne County Parks
will kick off the 2016
warm weather event
season at 11a.m. Friday,
March 25, with its 32nd
annual Marshmallow
Drop at Nankin Mills in
Westland.

The event usually sees
thousands of children
gather at the park to
await a helicopter visit
from the Easter Bunny,
who will drop more than
20.000 marshmallows
from the sky. The chil-
dren will race to pick up
marshmallows, which
can later be redeemed
foraprize. The lucky
child who finds the sin-
gle-colored marshmallow
will receive a special
prize.

Participating children
will be separated in three
age categories —4 years
old andlyoun er, 5-7
years old and 8-12 years
old —to ensure each
child receives a fair op-
portunity to find a col-
ored marshmallow in the
bunch. In 2015, nearly
5.000 children participat-
ed in the Marshmallow
Drop event.

“Wayne County's
Marshmallow Drop has
been a cherished family
tradition for 32 years,”
Wayne County Executive
Warren Evans said. “The
Marshmallow Drop kicks
off a highly anticipated
season of fun activities
for our Parks Division
and we hope that resi-
dents and visitors will
join us because it really is
an exciting time for the

entire family to enjoy.”

Pre-registration is not
required for this event.

For more information
on these and other
events, call 734-261-1990
or visit parks.wayne
county.com.

A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of
the City of Westland, Wayne County, Michigan:

Case #2176A, Public Hearing for Special Land Use
Approval for Proposed Pharmacy, 30775 Ann Arbor
TraU, Parcel #007-01-0583-007, South Side of Ann
Arbor Trail, East of Merriman Road, Regina Amadi
(Lana Saad)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing of the
City of Westland Planning Commission will be held at City
Hall, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m., April
5,2016.

Written comments may be submitted to the Planning
Commission before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled
meeting.

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chainnan
Westland Planning Commission

Published; March 17,2016
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Seedlings fundraiser throws strikes

Seedlings Braille
Books for Children
raised a record $44,000 at
its 29th annual bowling
event Saturday, shatter-
ing its previous record of
$36,000 set in 2015,

The Livonia nonprofit
held its biggest fundrais-
er of the year. Bowling
for Braille Books, at
Plaza Lanes in Plymouth.
The event set another
new record with 200
bowlers participating,
filling the 40-lane bowl-
ing alley to capacity.

“With the money
raised Saturday and do-
nations still coming in,
Seedlings will be able to
produce at least 4,400
more low-cost, high-
quality braille books for
children who are blind or
visually impaired here in
Michigan, across the
United States and around
the world,” said Debra
Bonde, Seedlings’ foun-
der and director.

People can continue to
donate to the event online
until June 12. Go to http:/
tinyurl.com/jbtnqv2.
Every $10 raised makes
another braille book
possible.

Bonde credits the
success of the event,
which also included a
silent auction and raffles,
to Seedlings’ sponsors,
donors, bowlers and oth-
er supporters. Headlin-
ing sponsors were Alpha
USA; Cole, Newton &
Duran, CPA’; Livonia
Builders; Plymouth Li-
ons; and Valassis.

Bonde, a Livonia resi-
dent, founded Seedlings
in 1984 because braille
books for children were
rare and expensive, often
costing more than $100
each.

With the money raised
at its annual bowlin
event, grants and other
donations. Seedlings is
able to distribute high-
quality braille books at
an average cost of $10
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SEEDLINGS

Volunteer Gary Deschenes of Livonia (left) sells raffle tickets to Al Blanchard, a 50-year member
of the Livonia Lions Club. Blanchard, of Livonia, turned 85 Sunday.

Wealth advisory
practice

Klassa, Swaggerty &
Associates has become
an Ameriprise Financial
Private Wealth Advisory
Practice.
Klassa,
Swaggerty
& Asso-
ciates,
with an
office in
Livonia, is
among the
12 percent
of approxi-
mately 10,000 Ame-
riprise financial ad-
visors to achieve this
status.

Ameriprise Private
Wealth Advisors pro-
vide personalized client
service and are dedicat-
ed to meeting the com-
plex and unique finan-
cial needs of their cli-
ents. To become eligible
for this status, advisors
must be experienced in

Klassa

BUSINESS BRIEFS

providing comprehen-
sive financial planning
and advice, complete
specialized training and
achieve superior busi-
ness results.

Klassa, Swaggerty &
Associates is located at
37677 Pembroke Ave,, in
Livonia. For more in-
formation, call 734-432-
6490 or visit http://tiny-
url.com/hz868kw.

STEM job fair

The Global Detroit/
Global Talent Retention
Initiative will hold a
STEM job fair from 9
a.m. to noon Thursday,
April 7, at Henry Ford
College, 5101 Evergreen
in Dearborn.

Ten schools —Col-
lege of Creative Studies,
Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Henry Ford
College, Lawrence Tech,
Oakland University,
Michigan State, Michi-
gan Tech, the University
of Michigan, U-M Dear-

born and Wayne State —
will be represented.

General registration
costs $75; additional
tables are $25. Regis-
tration deadline is
March 30. For more
information, contact
Grade Xavier at gra-
cie@globaldetroit.com
or call 347-424-3159.

Business lecture

Madonna University
continues its McManus
Distinguished Business
Lecture series with
Intrapreneurship in
Professional Sports and
Entertainment at 7 p.m.
Hiesday, March 22, in
Kresge Hall on the Ma-
donna campus at Levan
and Schoolcraft in Livo-
nia.

The featured speaker
will be Ron Wade, direc-
tor of marketing for the
Detroit Tigers.

To register, call 734-
432-5589 or email
lgatt@madonna.edu


mailto:BKADRtCH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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“It doesnt get easier. Every
single day, | wake up and cry,
realizing I'm still here. Why am
I stiU here?” she said, her voice
rising as tears streamed down
her face. “I cant understand
the failing of the justice sys-
tem. | cant understand how
they can just let me die in

re.

It’s a life of despair.

“And, yes. I’'m angry. This
didn’t have to happen. | did all
the right things, trying to
(move out), getting everything
in order, waiting for the right
time to go,” she said. “I did the
right things and how it turned
out is so wrong.”

True love

Flash back some 40 years.
Seaman, at the time Nancy
Onofrio, meets Bob, He’s
charming - a young engineer at
Ford Motor Co. who wasted no
time stealing her heart. She
was just 20 years old, working
as a secretary for Bob’ su-
pervisor.

“I knew the moment | saw
him that he was my true love,”
she said, smiling at the memo-
ry. “He had charisma, he was
handsome, a gentleman, re-
spectful ... it was love at first
sight- he ‘checked all the box-
es,”

Just one year later, they
were hushand and wife.

She claims some “red flags”
emerged prior to them taking
their vows - one of Bob’s co-
workers had dropped a hint
that the marria?e wasn't a good
idea and a couple of her aunts
S|mJ3IX “didnt like him,” she
said. And the night before the
wedding. Seaman said, she saw
a side of Bob for the firsttime -
a side that concerned her.

Bob phoned her after he’d
been drinking, she said, and
was extremely angry that she
wouldnt come over to hang out
with him and his relatives. She
had things to do to get ready
for the wedding, she said, but
Bob simply didnt understand.
He was mad. Very mad, she

said.

The call left her so rattled
that she didn't know what to
expect the next day when she
w”ked down the aisle; she
actually questioned marrying
him. But she wouldn't call it
off. She couldnt. That would
have been too much of a dis-
appointment - and embarrass-
ment - to her parents, she said.

“l couldnt do that to them,”
she said.

As itturned out. Bob was all
smiles when she met him at the
altar. “It was as if that phone
call never happened,” Seaman
said.

Making a life

Thus began their life togeth-
er. There were plenty of good
times, she said, and Bob’s
steady climb career-wise
meant a healthy paycheck.
They lived quite well. He was
“a generous provider,” she said.

Life also had its share of
challenges - the kind you ex-
pect with a growing family and
Job stress and other demands.

And then there were the
challenges Seaman said she
never had anticipated with the
man she loved, the one who
promised he loved her back.
The kind of things she mostly
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ing is accounted for; the metal
detector finds nothing of con-
sequence.

Now, | wait.

Glancing around, | see that
the room looks pretty much
how | had imagined it to be. A
uniformed guard standing
watch over the goings-on. Fac-
ing rows of austere plastic
chairs. A few vending ma-
chines.

From my seat, | see small
groups of inmates through a
window to the outside.
Dressed in dark blue uniforms
and bright orange caps, they
stroll the prison grounds.

A couple of rows behind
me, one Inmate - 1guess to be
in her early 20s - sits with a
woman who | assume is her
mom. They’re talking softly,
smiling, sharing a couple bags
of Sun Chips, drinking pop. To
my left, another inmate and
her visitor quietly read the
Bible together.

As the minutes tick by, |
stand up and check out the
room a bit more closely. In a
corner is a collection of well-
worn board games, books,
decks of cards and bins of
plastic toys - the kind of stuff
you might find in a day care or
waiting room of a doctor’s
office. Diversions to pass the
time, to keep the kids occu-
pied.

But this is no doctor’s office
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This is the Farmington Hills house where Bob and Nancy Seamon lived, up until the day she killed in him May

2004.

ALERHOTO
Nancy Seaman in Oakland County
Circuit Court for her 2004 trial

kept to herself.

Things like Bob’s excessive
control, hot temper, need to
“always be right,” she said.
Things like kicked-in doors and
kicked-in drywall, household
items thrown and smashed.
Shoving and hitting, black eyes,
bruises, a broken bone, chipped
teeth. Hard-core berating and
name-calling. Infidelity.

These are the things. Sea-
man maintains, that she en-
dured - offand on - for three
decades. These are the things
she tried her best to hide from
their two sons - and the rest of
the world, she said.

“In many ways, Bob was a
ood person. He had so many
ine attributes - he was smart,

funny, handsome. He had so
many good qualities,” she said.
“Then there was this other side

For years, Seaman said, she
felttrapped. She was a stay-at-
home mom, financially depen-
dent. Bob doled out the money.

“Where could | go? What
could 1 do? I had two kids, | had
no job,” she said. “I couldn't
leave.”

Yet that was to change.
When she was in her 40s, Sea-
man earned a teaching degree
and eventually landed a job at
Longacre Elemental Schoolin
Farmington. Bob paid for her
education, but had no respect
for the profession she chose.
Seaman said.

Yet to her, having her own
classroom and students
brought immense joy and per-
sonal satisfaction. “Teaching
wasntajob to me. Itwas a
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The inside of a prison cell at the Women's Huron Valley Correction

Facility.

passion, my identity, who |
was,” she said.

According to Seaman, as her
career blossomed, Bob’s began
to nosedive. The fighting in-
tensified. She made a few fee-
ble attempts to reach out for
help, but nothing came of it.

“And Bob said, ‘No one will
care. No one will believe you,”
she said, sobbing. “And he was
right. Look where 1am now.
Bob was right.”

A 'mental break’

Seaman is the only one who
knows what really happened at
her house on that day in May
2004 - Bob’s last day.

Bob’s voice was taken from
him, denying him the chance to
defend himself, to respond to
the accusations, to share his
side of the story when his pri-
vate life became obscenely
public.

During Seaman’ trial, the
prosecution maintained that
she had planned the murder -
evidenced by her purchasing a
hatchet the evening before and
ambushing Bob in the garage.
More than 20 hatchet and stab
wounds were found on his body.

Seaman testified that she
and Bob had fought that morn-
ing, that he had found out she
had planned to leave him. Bob
chased her into the garage and
she grabbed what she could to
defend herself. That happened
to be a hatchet she had pur-
chased for yard work, she said.

She remembers hitting him
with it and him falling on top of
her. And she kept hitting him,
she said, because she still

COLRIESYCGFDOC

The visiting room at the Women's Huron Valley Correctional Facility.

or day care. The kids who use
these toys come here to see
their mom, grandma, big sis-
ter, auntie or, perhaps, a close
family friend.

I let that thought sink in for
a moment, picturing in my
mind a 6-year-old playing a
game of Uno with someone
who chose a serious crime
over her role of mommy —
and now they are both paying
the price.

Deep sigh.

Family time

“Hey, you really need to sit
down.”

That’ the guard speaking -
to me.

So | do.

And a few feet away, | see a
family seated at a table. They
look like a mom and dad a few
years younger than | am, a
teenaged boy and a grandma.

thought he would be able to
hurt her, unaware that he
was incapacitated - or likely
killed - by the first blow. She
was scared, she said.

Seaman said she was
“shocked”to later learn just
how many times she had hit
Bob with the hatchet - and
that she had stabbed him
multiple times, too.

“I dont remember having
a knife, 1 don’t remember
stabbing him ... and when
my lawyer showed me the
autopsy, | couldn't believe
it,” she said. “Tothis day, |
can't believe it, but it’strue.
Autopsies don' lie.”

Seaman claims she had a
“mental break” after the
killing. In a daze, she said,
she went to her teaching#'ob
that morning. A couple o
hours later, “something
overcame” her and she felt
compelled to get home. She
saw Bob’ body in the ga-
rage.

“I just went into some
kind of shock and thought
'this can't be happening...
Bob’s dead, he’s not moving.’
I lost mdy mind right then,”
she said.

Seaman wrapped the
body inatarp and somehow
managed to put it in the back
seat of her Ford Explorer.
Then she bought cleaning
supplies to “take care of the
mess.” She says she was in
“make-it-all-go-away” mode,
like she did after all their
fights.

See PRISON, Page AS

They are peering out that win-
dow that looks onto the yard,
giddy with excitement as they
see their loved one make her
way toward the visitor center.

A couple of minutes later,
she walks in. She’s thin, has
long dark hair, wears glasses.
She reminds me of the typical

irl you see at a high school
ootball game or Twelve Oaks
Mall or hanﬂing out at Star-
bucks with her friends. She
appears sweet, even.

The four rush to her and
exchange hugs. The woman
I've decided is the girl’s grand-
mother looks her up and down.
“You've grown so much,” she
says, smiling. The girl grins.

They take their places
around the table and start to
talk about “regular” things:
books, hunting, shoveling
snow, starting their own busi-
ness. Also, classes the girl is
taking while she’ locked up.

Then the woman | figure is
the girl’s mom makes eye con-
tact with me. | know she sees
my reporter’s notebook - but
still, I'tell her I’'m a member of
the media.

She confirms it’s her daugh-
ter at the table with them, just
15years old, sentenced to 7-20
years in prison. The girl
doesn't belong incarcerated
with adult convicts, she says.

“We hate the state of Michi-
gan (now). It’s corrupt,” she
says, scowling. “We’re going to
move out of this state when
this is all over.”

I dont know the girl’s crime
and the mom won' tell me.
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BY THE NUMBERS
1981

— Year the Women's Hu-
ron Valley Correctional
Facility opened

2009

— Year the Scott Correc-
tion Facility closed, inmates
transferred to Huron Valley’

2,287

— Current Inmate pop-
ulation

2,151

— Inmate population, 2015
1,881

— Inmate population, 2011
573

— Number of employees
1.03 million

— Combined square foot-
age of facility buildings

300

— Facility's acreage

2
— Number of Inmates
younger than 18

15

— Age ofyoungest inmate

L,V
— Security levels at Huron
Valley

12

— Percentage of inmate
population statewide
serving life sentence

5

— Percentage of statewide
inmate population that are
women

— By Aileen Wingblad

ABOUT THE
FACILITY

The Women's Huron Valley
Correctional Facility is the
only prison in Michigan which
houses females. Itincludes 13
housing units, Residential
Substance Abuse Treatment,
Special Alternative Incarcer-
ation, Residential Treatment
Program, Acute Care, Dia-
lectical Behavior Therapy,
Infirmary and Detention.

Programming offered
includes Adult Basic Educa-
tion and General Education
Development preparation
classes, as well as pre-release
and life skills instruction.
Vocational training is offered
in auto mechanics, building
trades, business education
technology, horticulture,
food technology and custodi-
al maintenance. Prisoners
have access to religious pro-
grams, substance abuse treat-
ment, psychological services,
general library and law li-
brary services. Phase | pro-
grams are offered in cogni-
tive therapy, violence preven-
tion and social support.

Prisoners are provided
on-site routine medical and
dental care. Pregnant prison-
ers receive counseling, par-
enting classes and child care
options. Medical emergencies
are referred to local hospitals.

The facility has two perim-
eter security fences with
electronic detection systems.
Security cameras are located
throughout the facility and
perimeter. Vehicles with
armed personnel patrol the
perimeter.

Source: Michigan Department of
Corrections

But a sentence of 7-20 years
tells enough.
The mom turns back to her
family.
Again, | sigh. Silently, |
thank God for my blessings.
Moments later, the reason
for my visit enters the room.
Nancy Seaman.

Ugliness, consequences

Seaman is thinner than |
thought she’d be. Her gray
hair is cropped short. Her
face, for the most part, is un-
lined - which surprises me.
After all, she’s 63. She killed
her husband in a most brutal
way. And she’s been in prison
for more than a decade.

I had expected haggard and
beaten down. 1was wrong.

Inside the visitor center’s
tiny private room - typically
reserved for attorney consul-
tations - we sit facing each
other across a small table.

Seaman seems a bit uneasy,
and why not? She likely knows
some probing questions are
coming her way. As | find out
later in the interview. Seaman
isn't a fan of the media due to
the way she says she was
treated after the killing and
during the trial. Still, she’s
giving me the benefit of the
doubt. She says she’ heard
good things about me.

| tell her she looks good.

Seaman shrugs and
chuckles. “No, oh no,” she
says, shaking her head. “No, |
dont.”

See VISIT, Page AS
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Then her smile fades.

And before | can ask
her one question from
the list I've prepared,
Seaman starts in on her
story. Unabashedly, with
an underlying current of
desperation, she talks
and talks. She breaks
down in tears, time and
again.

PRON
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Of course, she didn't
make it aU go away. Far-
mington Hills police
found Bob’s body in her
car a few days later. She
told them it was an acci-
dent.

On Dec. 14,2004, the
jury returned with the
verdict: guilty of first-
degree murder.

‘One hefi for
another’

Seaman’s crime sent
her from one gated com-
munity - Ramblewood in
Farmington Hills - to
another, where people are
kept in, not out.

Some 40 miles from
the neighborhood she and
Bob had called home.

Where they had raised
their two boys.

Where Bob lost his
life.

Where Seaman said
she endured torment and
suffering - which now
continue, albeit in a dif-
ferent way.

“This place is terrible.
I can't believe I've sur-
vived 11 days, let alone 11

0 fi E Media [ Thursday, March 17, 2016

I listen as she tries to
ex&)lain why she commit-
ted murder - which she
calls “the tragedy,” |
listen as she tries to ex-
plain why she believes
she was unjustly sen-
tenced.

And | wonder what
really happened that day
in the Seamans’ Far-
mington Hills home.

er husband of 31
years, killed with a
hatchet blow to the head.
Several other strikes

years,” Seaman said. “I
traded one hell for anoth-
er”

She’s quick to note that
the guards treat her fair-
ly and decently. “They
are very kind and sympa-
thetic. Veiy profession-
al,” she said.

Its the “women here
abusing each other, all
the time” which is un-
settling to see, she said.
Seaman herself has had
just one altercation with a
fellow inmate, but es-
caped injury. “l was
chased after b}/ an older
woman and called every
name in the book,” she
said.

So she keeps to her-
self, for the most part.

“This is a scary place.
And I've always been a
very, very private person.
I’m not going to change
that - especially in here,”
Seaman said. “I’'ve even
had guards ask me how |
cope so well and I've told
them I’'m using the same
strategies | used to man-
age and deal with 31
years of abuse. I just shut
it all out to survive.”

She avoids being part
of any of pseudo family
with fellow inmates -
common among the
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with the hatchet fol-
lowed, plus he was
stabbed multiple times.

All these years later.
Seaman maintains that
she was physically and
emotion”y abused
throughout their mar-
riage and that she was
defending herself during
an argument - fearin
for her own life - on the
day her husband was
killed.

As she continues talk-
ing, | think of the two

female prison population
- including intimate phys-
ical contact. “There’s lots
of sexual relations in
here. Everyone is paired
up,” Seaman said. But not
her.

“They just consider
me the [ittle old lady with
the gray hair - than
God,” she said, chuckling.
“I’'m cordial and friendly,
but | don't get close. |
don' forge friendships.”

And that makes for an
extremely lonely life,
compounded by her deci-
sion to not let any family
or friends visit her - ever.

“They’ve begged and
pleaded, but I dont want
them to see me here,” she
said, sobbing. “I want
them to remember me
the way | was - not be-
hind barbed wire. 1 just
don't want them to see
this.”

Her %ounger son,
Gre%, phones her regular-
ly, she said, and she com-
municates via mail with
her older son Jeff.

“They are my reason
for living; they are what
keeﬁ me going. | visualize
walking out of here one
day and wrapping my
arms around them, *“she
said.

The two sons took
opposing sides during her
trial - Greg being the one
who supported her.

Have she and Jeff
repaired their relation-
ship? What about the
brothers themselves?

This is one topic Sea-
man refuses to discuss. “I
really dont want to talk
about my sons (any-
more),” she said.

But she will say the
most difficult aspect of
incarceration is being
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sons she’ left behind,
the four grandchildren
she’ never met. | think
about her dad, who died
while she’ been behind
bars. | think about her
neighbors and friends
and former colleagues at
Longacre Elementary
School. 1 think about the
kids she had in her class-
room.

And I’m once again
reminded of ugliness and
rawness and abhorrent
pain —and conse-

separated from her fam-
ily “and the lack of phys-
ical contact from any-
body.”
“Sometimes, I just
long for a hug, for com-
fort. But | (won) get that
in here,” she said.

Her cellmate - “bun-
kie” in prison-speak - is
in her mid-50s. Seaman
said, and has been in-
carcerated for nearly 30

ears. She, too, killed her
ushand.

Seaman said they get
along fine, but stops short
ofc”ing ita friendship.
“She gets frustrated,
because | wont talk about
my personal life,” she
sald. “But | lived my
whole married life keep-
ing my business to my-
self.\y would I change
that in here?

“We talk about the
weather, clean our room
together and watch TV a
lot,” she added. “I’'m po-
lite and helpful when |
can be, but it’s all su-
perficial.”

Continuing to fight

While some may argue
aconvicted murder
doesn't deserve it. Sea-
man has managed to find
apurpose, a diversion of
sorts, areason to wake up
each day. Six years ago,
she landed a clerk job at
the prison’s law library.
Five days a week, she
takes on two or three
shifts, each lasting up to
three hours.

“I love it; it’s my san-
itﬁ/' I help with cases,
show (inmates) how to
find legal resources, do
record-keeping and in-
ventory,” Seaman said.
“It has helped to restore
my self-esteem.”

quences.

It’s sitting two feet
away from me.

An officer sticks her
head in the door. We've
been at it for nearly
three hours. Visiting
time is over, she says. We
say our goodbyes. Per-
haps I'll be back, I tell
Seaman.

As | head out of the
building and dash
through the parking lot
to my car, the January
sky opens up and a

She considers it a vast
improvement over her
previous prison job -
tutoring inmates for the
GED.

“I hated that,” she
said. “The women were
angry, embarrassed,
resentful. They’re resent-
ful of (my) education.”

The law library is her
go-to place, every day -
because when she’s not
on duty, she’s there work-
ing on her own case. Sea-
man admits it can be
tough to hang on to hope,
but she’s not ready to give
Uﬁ on herself and the
chance that she’Ube
granted one more appeal
- and perhaps walk out of
prison someda]y.

Her “fight for justice,”
as she sees it, has zigged
and zagged since her
trial. First, a district
judge reduced her con-
viction to second-degree
murder, yet it was sub-
sequently reinstated by a
state appeals court. In
2010, a U.S. district court
ordered that she be given
anew trial or released
within four months, stat-
ing Seaman’s attorney
failed to develop a strong
enough case regarding
battered spouse abuse.
But that, too, was over-
turned, this time by a
federal appeals court. An
appeal to the U.S. Su-
preme Court went unan-
swered.

Now, Seaman is tryin
to again appeal to federal
court - hoping to address
the state of Michigan’s
limits on battered spouse
abuse as a defense, inand
of itself.

“I’m running out of
chances to get back in
court and the window of
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slushy rain pelts down.
Glancing back at the
prison complex, 1wel-
come the stinging cold
and wetness. [ drive off
toward the expressway
that will take me from
here, that will take me
home.

Aileen Wingblad is a reporter
for the Farmington Observer.
She can be reached at
awingblad@hometownlife.com
or 2487390-3976. Follow her at
on Twitter:@awingblad.

opportunity to appeal is
gFe)tF%ing ha%ﬂer a%% hard-
er,” she said. “But there’s
no other way out.

“Some days, | just feel
old and tired,” she added,
sighing. “It’s incredible
that, Kears later, I’'m
stUl fighting for justice.
Its like being ona merry-
go-round that you cant
?et off of and you start to
ose hope. But hope is all |
have.”

Seaman said she has
yet to reconcile the fact
that she committed mur-
der. “I still feel humiliat-
ed and ashamed, in total
disbelief,” she said. “Any-
one who knows me,
knows this just wasnt

e.

“For 30 years of mar-
riage, | was never con-
frontational, never de-
fended myself. 1had no
malice in my heart, never
(before) did I do anythinE
to hurt Bob. | always too
the high road, acted with
dignity. I took it on the
chin. That’s why I’'m so
tormented, why | feel so
brokenhearted. 1went
from not defending my-
self to doing this - and
he’s dead.”

But she has made
peace with God over
taking Bob life, she said.

“Absolutely. God
knows what’s in my
heart,” she said. “God
knows 1loved Bob to the
end. | have no second
thought to that.”

The Observers Eccer/Mric
reached out to members of the
Seaman family for comment
butreceived no response.

awingbiad@hometownlife.com

248-390-3976
Twitter:@awingbiad
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“I'tall started here,

I Volo made sure their
2016 North American tour
stopped in their favorite city
of Detroit where they “lit” up
the stage at the Fox Theater
on Saturday, February 27th.

Gianluca and Antonio breaking
bread together

Downtown traffic could have
interfered providing stand
still traffic as fans crawled
their way to the theater, but
nothing stopped the sold out
crowd from seeing Gianluca
Ginoble, Piero Barone and
Ignazio Boschetto take the
stage accompanied by an
orchestra and a rock band
to open the show with their
album title single “Grande
Amore”. lIVolo, anItalian pop
trio, delighted hundreds of
screaming fans singing pop,
operatic and international
classic songs. The trio joined
together for duets and also
had solos. They dazzled the
audience with their fun-
loving personalities and their
passion for music and lItaly.

Since Il Volo’s first visit
to Detroit in 2010, when
Antonio Rugiero advocated
for these Dbrilliant young
singers to come to his city
and the Detroit Opera House
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to do their first performance
in America. They took the
audience in their first concert
and since have become
international artists.

In their short time together
they have released four
albums with the newest
“Grande Armore” hitting
on the billboard charts. They
have toured with Barbara
Streisand in 2012, won two
Latin Grammy Awards. In
2015 they won the celebrated
san Reno Music festival and
represented Italy in the
Evrovision Song contest in
Vienna.Theycontinuetogrow
as artists while remaining
the same grounded young
men that came to Detroit to
follow their dream to bring
the classic music of Italy to
the world.

fu-'l
msvxy \H\Ifl_ --1LI f
Piero and everyone complemented Mama
Rita for the great meal

After the concert, Il Volo
wanted to catch up and visit
with their friend Antonio so
together the Rugiero family
andthellVolo family gathered
at Rugiero’s restaurant and
Mama Rita prepared their
favorite dishes. They ate, sang,
laughed, shared a wonderful
meal and celebrated till 3:00

0 &E Media | Thursday, March 17, 2016  (WGRL)
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WelLove You DETROIT?”

~ 1l Volo

The Rugiero Family and Il Volo Family
together again 2016

a.m. Maestro, the conductor
traveling with Il Volo,
proclaimed it was the best
Italian food he had had since
leaving Italy. With lots of
hugs and love the family said
their good-byes as Il Volo
boarded their tour bus for
the next stop in Nashville.
They have 35 stops on their
Northern American tour
before they leave for a tour
in Latin America and Europe.
Bravo Il Volo!

“I have always been soproud
ofthese boys and honored to
callthem my friends. It is such
ajoy to watch Il Volo achieve
well-deserved International
stardom. They remain the
same fresh-faced boys that
came in 2010.They are kind,
thoughtful individuals that
have a passion for music,
family and their fans.”

Piero, Ignazio, Antonio and Gianluca spending
time together after the concert
at his Restaurant

e k e n d d u rin g L e n t
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our reader, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute

to the business success of our customers.

Record Seedlings fundraiser raises youth literacy:

The folks at Seedlings Braille Books are getting
used to breaking records.

At Saturday’s Bowling for Braille Books event at
Plaza Lanes in Plymouth Township, a record 200
bowlers registered, and Seedlings had 52 sponsors,
another record. Headlining sponsors included the
generosity of Alpha USA; Cole, Newton & Duran
CPAs; Livonia Builders; the Plymouth Lions Club;
and Valassis.

But the big number? The event raised a record
$44,000, That should make Seedlings officials, in-
cluding new board president Jared Stofflett, very
happy people.

It continues a level of success that’s truly impres-
sive. Seedlings, founded in 1984, serves blind and vi-
sually impaired children across Michigan, the Unit-
ed States and 75 countries. Their mission is laudable:
Increasing the opportunity for literacy by providing
low-cost braille books for children.

And they’re pretty good at it, too. Seedlings had a
record-breaking dyear in 2015, distributing 26,862
braille books and articles. Want a better statistic
than that? Nearly half of those were provided free of
charge.

That’s a more impressive statistic when you con-
sider only 5 percent of children’s literature is tran-
scribed into braille. That means that for every 95
books a sighted child has, a blind or visually im-
paired child may have only one.

The success doesnt have to end there. If you

Women’s history:

Women have made great strides in recent dec-
ades in the workplace, higher education and even
politics, as evidenced by former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton seeking the U.S. presidency.

March is the time, with Women’s History Month,
to recognize those achievements and the hard work
and sacrifice it took to get there. Michigan houses
a historical gem in the Michigan Women’s Histori-
cal Center &Hall of Fame in Lansing.

A current exhibit gives parents of sons and
daughters an opportunity to see “Great Girls in
Michigan History.” It will continue through Febru-
ary 2017 and features nine girls from different
eras, with different dreams, from across the state
of Michigan who all accomplished something amaz-
ing before the age of 20.

It was not always easy for these girls, the
www.michiganwomenshalloffame.org website
notes; most had significant obstacles to overcome
to reach their goals. Visitors will leave knowing
what qualities Great Girls possess and inspired to
reach their own dreams. The exhibit’s appropriate
for visitors of all ages.

Remaining Great Girls of Michigan Family Sat-
urdays include:

bright
hoyse
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COURTESY SEEDLINGS
The Seedlings Bowling for Books fundraiser Saturday drew more than 200 bowiers and raised some $44,000.

didn’t get a chance to bowl but still tvant to help.
Seedlings will be taking contributions online (http://
tinyurl.com/jbtnﬂVZ) through June 12

If you’re wondering if you can make a difference

you should know: Every $10 raised makes another
braille book. You can make a difference in the lives
of children.

Just like Seedlings is doing.

Progress underway, work still to do

» March 19,1:30 p.m. - Storyteller Karrie Ko-
roch - An hour of special stories of Michigan’s
great women and girls throughout history.

> March 26 —History Detectives - You are a '
Great Girl! Hunt for hidden objects and facts in
the museum with this fun and inspiring activity.

It’s great for children to learn how inspiring
women reached their goals, and the girlhoods

such as abolitionist Sojourner Truth, who also ad-
vocated for women’ suffrage, and sharing their
stories makes life better for us all.

Got a school paper to write for Women’s History
Month? The website is a good place to start with
biographies of Ti-uth and other Hall of Fame in-
ductees, such as First Lady Betty Ford, who
brought awareness to issues of substance abuse

that led them there. The women’s suffrage move-
ment in the U.S. may seem to be ancient history,
yet it was only in the 1920 presidential race that
women began to vote nationw'ide, less than 100
years ago.

To have come to the point where a woman is on
the national political stage shows progress and
also reminds us of women who've yet to reach
pay parity in the workforce. We need to create
opportunities for all those girls and women to
reach goals of education, workforce equality and
a fair say in their futures.

Don overlook the Michigan Women’s Histori-
cal Center &Hall of Fame in seeking answers,
including for teachers looking to incorporate
women’s history into classroom lessons. Our state
hosts fascinating stories of women in history,

Livonia

Home Show

O bserver & E

and breast cancer while in the White House.

Women’s History Month is a good reminder of
how far we’ve come —and that boys and men ben-
efit as well when women have a public voice in the
issues of the day.

Observer

Brad Kadrich,
Community editor
Larry Ruehlen.
Managing editor

Jani Hayden,
Advertising director
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CHILDREN’'S SPRIN

ky

SHOANATTHS GREAT MITDATALANEM

Saturday, March 19 « 9 AM-4 PM

Livonia Community Recreation Center

Corner of Five Mile & Hubbard Roads

Discover the endless
possibilities for your home!

FREE Admission &Parking

Food Samples 12:DD - I:SD PM

Presented by; *

> txoneu -contnvtity

Ad provided by: OfISER"& Eﬁ‘i&ﬂlirA%ﬁt

For more information, call 724.427.2122 or visit www.livonia.org

WESTLAND GRAND

DIGITAL CINEMA 16
6300 NWAYNERD « 734.298.2657

THEFREE SHOW FOR THIS WEEKENCP:
MARCH iSTH & 20TH IS

FREE TO CHILDREN 12 & UNDER UNTIL THEATRE CAPACITY
EVERY SAT &SUN FEBRUARY 27™ THRU MARCH 20™ 2016°
ADULTS SI mTICKETS AVAILABLE DAY OF SHOW ONLY
NO ADVANCE TICKET SALES
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A MICHIGAN COMPANY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1980
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CITY OF GARDEN CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
March 21,2016
*NOTICE IS HEREBY GI\TEN that the-Garden City Council will hold a Public Hearing at the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan on
Monday, March 21, 2016 at 7:00 pm. regarding the proposed ordinance amendment below.
STATE OF MICHIGAN. COUNTY OF WAYNE
CITY OF GARDEN CITY
ORDINANCE #
VACANT PROPER'l'Y REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GARDEN CITY BY ADDING A NEW SECTION WHICH NEW SECTION SHALL BE
DESIGNATED AS THE VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE. SECTION OF CHAPTER OF
TITLE ' OF SAID CODE; PROVIDING FOR PURPOSE; PROVIDING FOR THE DEFINITION OF TERMS; PROVIDING FOR SCOPE; PROVIDING

<hFOR EVIDP:NCE o f VAC/VNT PROPERTY: PROVIDING FOR REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTY"; PROVIDING FOR OWNER’S REGISTRATION

N

=

O

FORM CONTENT: PROVIDING FOR REGISTRATION FEE: PROVIDING FOR REQUIREMENT TO KEEP INFORMATION CURRENT, PROVIDING FOR
MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION; PROVIDING FOR SECURITY REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR MONITORING PROPERTY FEE; PROVIDING
IEOR OPEN PIIOPEKp* AND SECIimiNG FEE; PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR UNPAID FEES AND ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING

THE CITY OF GARDEN CITY ORDAINS:
fSection i.purpose,

The purpose ofthis ordinance is to help protect the health, safety and welfare ofthe citizens by preventing blight, protecting property values and
Pieighborhood integrity, avoiding the creation and maintenance of nuisances and ensuring the safe and sanitary maintenance of dwellings, commercial and
Industrial building.®. Due to economic conditions, mortgage foreclosures, and increased bankruptcies, many homes and buildings have become vacant and
"unsupervised. This ra®caused properties to become attractive nuisances for minors and criminal activity. Vacant properties have a negative impact on

jMurro mding properties and neighborhoods. Potential buyers are deferred by the presence of nearby vacant abandoned buildings. There is an increased instance
of un>ecured or open doors and windows, broken water pipes, flooded basements, theft of metals and other materials, overgrowth of grass, weeds, shrubs, and
hushts. illegal dumping, and rat and vermin activity at vacant structures. Such neglect devalues properties and causes deterioration in neighborhoods and
industrial and commercial areas. The City also needs to be able to contact owners for utility shutoff, fire safety and police reasons.

SECTION II. DEFINITIONS.
] Ci'rtificatc of Occupancy. As defined under the State of Michigan Construction Code Act, PA 230 of 1972, as amended.
n Harborage. A shelter, harbor.
' Owner. Ont™ who has the right to possess, use, and convey something, i.e. the owner, occupant or successor to title by foreclosure, sherifTs sale or by court
nrder.
Rodent. Any of an order (Rodentiai of relatively gnawing mammals (a,sa mouse, a squirrel or a beaver) that have in the upperjaw a single pair of
incisors with a chisel-shaped edge: also: a small mammal (as a rabbit or a shrew).

Vacant property. A lot, building, or structure that is not legally or currently occupied. Vacant property does not mean property that is temporarily
-unoccupij'd while Lhe residents are away on vacation, personal matters or business, or Is not intended by the owner to be left vacant.

BECTION.HI. SEQPE,
TIiP provisions of this ordinance .shall apply to all existing residential, commercial and industrial structures and all vacant land.
®BECTION IV. EVIDENCE OF VA.CANT PROPERTY.

Hividence of vacancy shall include any condition that on its own, or combined with other conditions present, would lead a reasonable person to believe
that the pmp(*rty is vacant Such conditions include, but are not limited to: overgrown and/or dead vegetation; accumulation of newspapers, circulars, flyers
and/or mail; past due utility notices and/or disconnected utilities; accumulation oftrash, junk and/or debris; boarded up windows; abandoned vehicles, auto

arts or materials; thi* absence of or continually drawn window coverings such as curtains, blinds and/or shatters; the absence of furnishings and/or personal
.kerns consistent with habitation or occupancy; statements by neighbors, passersby, delivery agents or utility agents, including Department of Public Service
.and/or Police/Fire Department employee.s, that the property is vacant.

SECTIONV. REGISTRY OF VACANT PROPERTIES.
There is hereby created in the City Building Department office a registry of vacant properties.
SECIJQN VI. VACANT PROPERTIES TO BE REGISTERED.

Owners of real property are required to register all vacant properties within thirty (30) days of the vacancy. Structures that are vacant at the time of the
enactTTHHt of this ordinance must register within 30 days.

MECTION VII. OWNER'S REGISTRATION FORM: CONTENT.

Owners who an* required to register their properties pursuant to this ordinance shall submit a completed VVacant Property Registration Form, as
«provich'd by the City Building Department, containing the following information:

‘Al Th(‘name ofthe owner ofthe property.

. (B) A mailing addre.ss where mail may be sent that will be acknowledged as received by the owner. If certified mail/retum receipt requested is sent
Tothe address and ihe mail is returned marked “refused™* or “unclaimed™*, or if ordinary mail sent to the address is returned for whatever reason, then the
ni-ouri-c*Vbo sh.nll be priina facie proof that the owner has failed to comply with this requirement.

(C’  Tht*name ol an individual responsible for ihe care and control ofthe property. Such individual may be the owner, if the owner is an individual, or
may lie soniooue other tlian the owner wdth whom he/she has contracted.

n IDI  Acurrent address, phone number, fax, and email address (if fax and email addresses are available) where communications may be sent that

will be acknowledged as received by the owner or individual responsible for the care and control ofthe property. If certified mail/return receipt requested is
sent U the atldri'ss and the mail is returned marked “refused” or “unclaimed.” or if ordinary mail sent to the address is returned for whatever reason, then the
occurrence shall he piinia facie proofthat the owner has failed to comply with this requirement.

SECTION Mil. RE(;iSTKAT10N FEE. '
The rrgistrat ion fee- shall be set by re.®olution ofthe City Council to offset the cost of processing the form. In addition, in the case where the owner has

.failed to register, there shall be assessed the added cost ofthe City’ expense in having to determine ownership, which may include, but is not limited to a title
-search.

SECTION IX REQUIREMENT TO KEEP INFORMATION CURRENT.

Ifat any tune the* inltM-mation contained in the registration form is no longer valid, the property owner shall within ten (10) days file a new registration
form containing currimt inlbrmution. Then* shall be no fee to update the current owner’ information.
SECTION X INLAINTENANCE AND SECURITY REQUIREMENTS.

‘A’ Properties subpic? to this nnlinaace shall be kept free of weeds, grass more than eight (8) inches high, vegetation growth between sidewalk and/
or (Irive\v;iv flags $rfrom cracks in the pavement, dry bru.sh, dead vegetation, trash, junk, debris, building materials, rodent harbor”e, any accumulation of

nev\spaper.s. circulars, flyers, notices, e.xcept those required by federal, .state or local law. discarded items including, but not limited to, furniture, clothing, large
.tnd small appliances, printed material, signage, containers, equipment, construction materials, or any illegal outside storage of vehicles. Property subject to
this orditumci* must comply with the minimum .security fencing, barrier and maintenance requirements of the Michigan Building, Construction, and Property
Maintenance Cok®

IB'  The prnpi'rty .shall be maintained free of grnniti, lagging or similar markings by removal or painting over with an e.xterior grade paint that
iiiaU'lies the , oloi- (jf Lhe £XLeriwr structure.

i(9 Pro]ei (i<S subject to thi.®ordinance shall be landscaped and properly maintained. Landscaping includes, but is not limited to, grass, ground
covers. busht'S, shrubs, hedges or similar plantings, decorative rock or bark designed and maintained in an appropriate manner. Landscaping does not include
weeds, gravel. hroki*n concrete, asphalt, decomposed materials, plastic .sheeting, indoor-outdoor carpet, or any similar material. Maintenance includes, but is
not limiU'd to. regular watering, irrigation, cutting, pruning and mowing of landscaping and removal of all trimmings.

11 _ spa-;, nnd other water features shall be kept in working order or winterized to ensure that the water remains clear and free of pollutants
<Hd flehns. or drained and ki'pl dry and free of debris, and must comply with the minimum security fencing, barrier and maintenance requirements ofthe
HWVIlichigan Building. Constructicfn. and Property Maintenance Codes.

IE)  Propi‘tl*«subject to this ordinance shall be maintained in a secure manner so as not to be accessible to unauthorized persons. Secure manner
*incUides. but is not limited to. the closure and locking of w'indows, doors (w'alk-through, sliding and garage), gates and any other opening of such size that it
~ay allow a child to access the interior of the property and/or structure(s). Broken windows and doors must be repaired or replaced within fourteen (14) days.

Boarding uf) of windows and door.s is prohibited.

SECTION.XI. MQNmIRINTi OF PROPERTY: FEE.

~Upon violation of this ordinance by the owner, the Building Department is hereby authorized to monitor the condition of any property required to be
registered under this ordinance. A monthly monitoring fee as set by resolution ofthe City Council may be assessed against the property/owner to offset the
coats incurred by the (dty in reapemding to telephone calls, complaints, inquiries, site visits, owner contacts, and the monitoring of the site.
SECTION XII. OPEN PROPERTY: SECURING FEE.

Property subji-ct to this ordinance that is left open and/or accessible shall be subject to entry by the City in order to ensure that the property has not
become* an attractive nuisance and to ensure that the property is locked and/or secured. The owner of property .subject to this ordinance which property is
found open or unsecured shall be re.spon.slble for a .securing fee as set by the City Council to offset the cost incurred by the City in contacting the owner or
management company to secure the property, or ifthe owner and/or management company cannot be contacted or does not secure the property within a
rea.st>nabl(“time - not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours, the cost incurred by the City in securing the property.

SECTION XIlII. EXI"MI>TION: PROPERTY DAMAGED BY NATURAL ORMAN-MADE DISASTER: REPAIR REQUIREMENTS.

(A" A property which has been partially or completely destroyed by natural or man-made disaster is exempt from the strict requirements of this
tirrhnanett.

iR)  For purposes of this section, natural or man-made disaster shall mean fire, lightning, hurricane, tornado, toxic substances or high winds,
destruction by bomb. ga-. explo.sion. vehicle collision, fure®, act ofwar. riot, civil di.sturbance, or infestation by insects, rodents or disease bearing agents.

(C)  Properties that have been damaged or destroyed by natural or man-made disaster shall be registered with the City within five (5) business
days ofthi* disaster and an application for a permit to start reconstruction, construction or demolition ofthe damaged property shall be made by the owner
within ninety ‘90) days of tlie di.saster. Failure to comply with this subsection shall remove the exemption provided herein and subject the property to the
requirements ofthi- imiinanoe.

‘Di Atall times, property that has been damaged qr_destr(()jyed by a natural or man-made disaster shall be secured, maintained and monitored as
lawfully required andlo™* authorized by the City Building Official and Code Enforcement Officer under any federal, state, county and/or city laws, rules or
regulations, including if applicable, this Vacant Property Registration and Maintenance Ordinance.

SECITON XIV. UNPAID FEES;.ASSESS&ffiNT.

A1 fe®hereunder Ih:il remain unpaid after fourteen (14) days written notice to the owner/management company shall be assessed against the property
as a lien and included on the tax roll.

SECTION XV. CRIMTNAI. PENALTIES: CIVIL INFRACTION.

) I,? Except as <kh(rwis<! provided, a violation of this ordinance shall be a misdemeanor and a strict liability offense regardless of intent. Any person,
firm and/or corporation thul violates any portion of this ordinance shall be subject to prosecution and penalty under the General Provisions ofthe City Code.
Registration of property under this ordinance is in addition to. and not in lieu of, the requirements of Public Act 167 of 1917, as amended, which allows for
tiemolition of vacant stnictuivs, or nuisance abatement by the City.

iBi  Failure lo file Ihe required registration form, or failure to maintain the registration form containing current information shall be a civil
mfracijun and subject to a $100 fine. Each day that a registration form is not on file and each day that an owner and/or owner’s agent fails to maintain current
mformnlion in a registration form shall be considered a separate offense.

Ir)  Failure to make required repairs, or a second offense of any other requirement herein, shall be a misdemeanor subject to prosecution and
penallies under Lite General Provisions ofthe City Code.

SECnON xvI. SEVERABILITY.

If uijy clause, .sentence, section, paragraph or pari ofthis Ordinance, or the application thereof to any person, firm, corporation, legal entity or
circumstances, shall he for any reason adjudged by a court of competentjurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, said judgment shall not affect, impair
or invalid the rernaindm- of this Ordiniuice. It is hereby declared to the legislative intent ofthis body that the Ordinance is severable, and that the Ordinance
would ha\-t- been uclopled had such invalid or unconstitutional provision not have been included in this Ordinance.

SECTION X\T1. REPEAL.
All OrtUnances oi purl®of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.
SECTION X\TI1. SAVING.S CU\USE,

| All lights and duties which have matured, penalties which have been incurred, proceedings which have begun and prosecution for violations of law
lucrurring before the ell\Vctive ilate of this Ordinance are not affected or abated by this Ordinance.

' SECTION XIX. PUBLK'AI'IQN.
K «Xhe Clerk for ihi* (,'ity of Ckirden City shall cause this Ordinance to be published in the manner required by law.
I SECTION XX.EFFEI'TiyE DATE.

This Ordinancj*. as amended, shall take full force and effect upon publication as required by law.
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Income tax
refund fraud
a $21 billion

problem

’s tax time, which
rmeans that the fraud-
sters and lowlifes are
out in force.

One type of tax fraud
that has soared over the
last few years is tax re-
fund fraud. This is where
someone uses your Social
Security number and
birthday to file a bogus
tax return seeking a
refund. TWoyears ago,
the Internal Revenue
Service estimated this
type of fraud cost tax-
payers about $6.5 billion.
This tax season, the IRS
is estimating it will cost
taxpayers more than $21
billion. Basically, all you
need is
name,
date of
birth and
Social
Security
number.
This is
why
protect-
ing sen-
sitive
informa-
tion is so
impor-
tant. Unfortunately, the
IRS doesn’t have the
means to stop tax fraud
and most of us won't find
out we are subject to one
until we hear from the
IRS that our tax return
has been rejected.

If you find you've
been subject to tax re-
fund fraud either be-
cause the IRS would not
accept your tax return or
you received a notice
from the IRS about a
suspicious tax filing,
there are some things
that you should do. The
firstis to notify the IRS.
The IRS has an identity
protection unit that you
should immediately noti-
fy. Its toll-free number is
800-908-4490. After you
have notified the IRS,
you should obtain Form
14039, Identity Theft
Affidavit, from
WwWw.irs.gov and com-
plete the form. This form
should then be mailed in
to the IRS, along with
your tax return. You
should know that even if
your tax return was
fraudulently paid to an-
other individual, the IRS
wUI still honor your re-
turn and you will get
your refund, although it
may take a while.

If someone has filed a
fraudulent tax return on
your behalf, you need to
do more than just contact
the IRS, I also recom-
mend that you file a po-
lice report with your
local police department
and a complaint with the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion. Its website is
www.ftc.gov.

It is also important
that you contact the three
main credit bureaus,
Equifax, Experian and
ThansUnion. You should
notify them that you
have been a victim of
identity theft and they
should put a fraud alert
on your account. In addi-
tion, it’s nota bad idea to
pull your credit report
from the three agencies.
One thing that you some-
times see is these thieves
will apply for credit in
your name. By pulling
out a credit report and
putting a fraud alert, you
can do your best to mini-
mize any harm to you.

I guess | will analogize
to when | was a kid. |
grew up in Oak Park and
our door, particularly
during the day, was un-
locked. In fact, | think
most of the houses on the
block weren't locked.
Today, | think the first
thing most of us do when
we come home is make
sure the doors are
locked. Times have
changed and we have to
change with it. My rec-
ommendation for all of
us is to make sure that
we regularly change our

asswords and to never
et our guard down.

Rick Bloom

MONEY
MAHERS

Rick Bloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
www.bloomasset
management.com. Ifyou
would like him to respond to
questions, email
rick®bloomasset
management.com.


http://www.irs.gov
http://www.ftc.gov
http://www.bloomasset
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1,000 books

Families are invited to
join the 1,000 Books Be-
fore Kindergarten pro-

ram at the Livonia Pub-
ic Library. It’s a nation-
wide challenge that en-
courages parents and
caregivers to regularl
read aloud to their chil-
dren. By reading just one
book a night, families can
reach the 1,000-book goal
in three years and pro-
vide their children essen-
tial early literacy skills.

The 1,000 Books Be-
fore Kindergarten pro-

ram is avaUable to aU

amilies with children
between the ages of birth
and 5years old. Regis-
tration is open. For more
information, call the
library at 734-466-2493 or
visit its website at
www.livoniapubliclibra-
ry.org. This program is
free of charge.

Video game group
The Westland Public
Library is hosting a video

game competition for
adults at 2 p.m. Saturday,
March 19. Hayers will
compete for prizes while
playing Call ofDutr:
Black Ops HI on PlaySta-
tion 4. Players can also
Flay games just for fun
ike Mortal Kombat XL.
Free pizza, snacks and
pop for all players.

The group plays once
a month on a Saturday at
2p.m. at the library.
Upcoming dates are:

arch 19, April 23, and
May 14.

Adults 18 years and
older are invited to at-
tend and must show a
valid driver's license or
state ID at the door. For
more information, call
the Reference desk at
734-326-6123 or visit
westland.lib.mi.us/
node/8607.

Spring craft show

The Franklin Athletic
Boosters spring craft
show is set for 10a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, March
19, at Franklin High
School, 31000 Joy Road in
Livonia.

Media includes paint-
ings, sculpture, pottery,
jewelry, textiles, photog-

raphy, glass, stained
glass, leather, graphics,
woodcarving and accept-
able crafts. Vendors are
also welcome (one ven-
dor per business). An-
tique/treasure vendors
will also be accepted,
focusing on vintage
items and suplplles.
For an application or
more information, con-
tact Marge Gault at 734-
674-5054 or
gault.marge@gmail.com

St. Patrick's Day
dinners

» American Legion
Post 32 hosts a St, Pat-
rick’s Day Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner Thurs-
day, March 17, at the
post, 9318 Newburgh in
Livonia.

The cost for the
corned beef & cabbage
dinner is $10; for a
corned beef sandwich
with pickle and horserad-
ish, it’s $7. Serving from
noon to 7 p.m.; carryouts
are available. The event
is open to the public,

» St. John's Episcopal
Church is hosting a St.
Patrick’s Day dinner
from 5-7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 17, at the
church, 555 S. Wayne
Road (between Cherry
Hill and Palmer) in West-
land.

The menu includes a
corned beef dinner, des-
sert, beverage and fun
activities.

For more information
or tickets, call 734-721-
5023.

Spring bazaar

St, John’s Episcopal
Church wUl host its
Spring Bazaar from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
April 2, at the church,
555 S. Wayne Road.

The event features
arts, crafts, baked goods,
etc., with lunch available.
For more information,
call 734-721-5023 (Mon-

day-Friday from 11a.m.
to 2:30 p.m.).
Lymphoma
fundraiser

The Lymphoma Re-

search Foundation, Take-
down Wrestling Alliance
and Family Video are
sponsoring a fundraiser

St Andrew'’s

COMMUNITY EVENTS

SUBMITTED

Claire Cytaki and Grace Cretu hang out while Chloe Cytaki
reads the Livonia Observer during their recent trip to Disney
World. All three ladies reside in Livonia.

for lymphoma research
from 4-6 p.m. Saturday,
March 19, at 146 S. Venoy
in Westland.

The event will feature
TWA stars taking pic-
tures and signing auto-
graphs. TWA stars sched-
uled to appear include
Machine Gun Kelly, Ja-
mal King, Big Gun Jay
Abrams, Jerome Pruitt
and Lou Crank.

Bunny brunch

The annual Livonia
Bunny Brunch wUl take
place at 11a.m. Saturday,
March 19, at the Civic
Park Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road. The
event includes lunch,
crafts and a visit from
the Easter Bunny,

“We are pleased to be
able to continue to offer
affordable famUy events
to the community,” said
Ted Davis, Livonia’s
parks and recreation
superintendent. “Bunny
Brunch is what signifies
spring to many young
famUies.”

Tickets are avaUable
for $5 at the Livonia

Episcopal Church

Join us for

Holy Week Services

Palm Sunday, March 20 « 10am (New Time)
Maundy Thursday, March 24 « 6pm

Good Friday, March 25 « 12 noon - 3pm & 6pm - 7pm
Easter Suitday, Mi~*rch 27 * 10am (New Time)

16360 Hubbard Road
(Between 5 Mile and 6 Mile)

Livonia, MI

EARLY 5IRD SPECIALS .

GREENVIEW 4 BAG 5M PROGRAM
¢ $79.99

Reg. S n

Plus FREE $20

Plymouth Nursery Gift
Card for your next visit.
ESPOMA LAWN FERTILIZER

4 or more bags

48154
734.421.8451

Ultra-Fine
HARDWOOD
MULCH

2 cu ft bag Reg. $5.95

3 ”’$10.00

Excellent for
landscape and
perennial beds.

Summer Bloomin .
g SP“ng Garden Weed
BULBS flowering plants ~ Preventer
Reg. $9.99/p~ available! PREEN
Sfd 581b, $19 -
FF k
PLYMOUTH
NURSERY
HOVE « O&CHU

734-453-5500

WWW.piymo athnurserz .net
Mon-Sat 9-6 « Sun 10-5 1
Offers Expire 3/23/16 |

9900 Ann Arbor Rd W
7 Miles West ofl-275 « 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14

Comer of Gotfiredson Rd.

Community Recreation
Center, 15100 Hubbard.
All attendees over the
age of 2 must have a
ticket. For more informa-
tion, call 734-466-2410.

MomZMom sale

The Garden City High
School Mom2Mom Sale is
setfor9a.m.to 2 p.m.
Saturday, AprU 23, at the
higih school, 6500 Middle-
belt. Sellers and shop-
pers will get good deals
on new and gently used
baby and kids’ clothes as
well as toys, games,
DVDs, books, strollers,
bikes, swings, bouncers
and more.

There will be more
than 85 tables to shop
from, a large item area,
concessions and a bake
sale. Admission is only $1
($2 for early bird at 8:30
a.m.). Tables are $25 for
an 8-foot table/chair in-
cluding standard rack
space (you provide rack).

For more information
including the table agree-
ment, visit www.face-
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book.com/gcmom2mom-
sale or email
gcmom2momsale@hot-
mail.com.

Colbeck hours

State Sen. Patrick
Colbeck, R-Canton, and
District Manager Penne/
Crider will hold monthly
office hours for March In
Livonia on Friday, March
18, from 11a.m. untU
noon. The office hours
will be held at the Livo-
nia Civic Park Senior
Center and will be open
to the public.

Colbeck will be on
hand to answer questions
and respond to concerns
any residents of his dis-
trict may have. No ap-
pointment is necessary.

Colbeck represents
the 7th Senate District,
which encompasses the
cities of Livonia, North-
ville, Plymouth and
Wayne, as well as the
townships of Canton,
Northville and Plymouth.

For more information
or to contact Colbeck,
visit www.SenatorPa-
trickColbeck.com or call
517-373-5713.

Historical society
meets

At 2 p.m. Monday,
March 21, The Livonia
Historical Society will
present Old Stores a
Downtown Detroit, a
PowerPoint program by
Mike Hauser who has
served as guest curator
for exhibits at the Detroit
Historical Museum and
co-authored five books
including 20 th Century
Retailing in Downtown
Detroit.

The meeting is at the
Friend's Meeting House
next to the General Store
at Greenmead, Livonia's
Historical Park. Park in
front on the south side of
the road. Enter Green-
mead off Newburgh just
south of Eight Mile Road.

Public welcome. No
charge. For more in-
formation, call 734-416-
3848.

Dr. Seuss selfie

The Redford Township
District Library will host

(WGRL) A13

a Dr. Seuss Selfie Contest
during the month of
March.

Kids can take a pic-
ture of themselves with
something that repre-
sents the world of Dr.
Seuss —perhaps a
stuffed animal, a T-shirt
they own, a drawing they
did —and have the pic-
ture on display in the
library for the month of
March.

The most creative
entry will receive a prize
chosen especially for
them. For more informa-
tion, contact the youth/
teen services department
at the library at 313-531-
5960, ext. 117.

Maltese Bingo

The Maltese American
Benevolent Society Inc.,
presents Shamrock Bin-
go at 6:30 p.m. Mondays
and Tuesdays at 33111
Plymouth Road in Livo-
nia.

The MABSI is donat-
ing 50 percent of its pro-
ceeds from its fundrais-
ing binPO nights to help
www. f |ntkids.0r%
throughout March.

For more information,
call 248-557-2000.

Maple sugaring

The Nankin Mills
Interpretive Center hosts
Maple Sugaring at Cass
Benton Park in North-
vUle 10 a.m. or noon,
Saturday, March 19.

The center will share
the history of maple
sugaring and take a short
hike into the woods for a
tree-tapping demon-
stration. Enjoy pancakes
with the “real thing”
afterward. The Park is
located off of Northville
Road, north of Six Mile
Road. Meet at the picnic
shelter. The program is
outdoors and the trails
can be muddy, so dress
accordingly. All ages
welcome, but the trail in
the woods is not stroller
friendly.

Pre-registration re-
quired for all programs
(except Native Day), at
the Park Office, 33175
Ann Arbor Trail, West-
land, 48185.

ST. MARY MERCY
MEDICAL GROUP

Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

Women's Health Presentation

Dr. Paul Makela, urogLTiiecologLst, provides insight and education
about a variet>’of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your
sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures
available that may’ help eliminate or reduce your .symptoms or
pain, and improve your quality of life.

36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

April 20

St. Mary Mercy Livonia

Classrooms 1&2

5:45 p.m. - Check-in
6 p.m. - Presentation

REGISTER NOW!

Free of charge but registration
is required. Please call 734-655-1980.

Light refreshments will be served.

Dr. Makela isa member of St Mary Mercy
Medical Group, a network of primary care
and specialty physicians who provide
comprehensive medical care, health
maintenance and preventative services
to help you and your family stay healthy.

Isn’t it time you DiscwerRemarkable?
stmarymercy.org/westside


http://www.livoniapubliclibra-ry.org
http://www.livoniapubliclibra-ry.org
mailto:gault.marge@gmail.com
http://www.piym0athnurser7.net
mailto:gcmom2momsale@hot-mail.com
mailto:gcmom2momsale@hot-mail.com
http://www.SenatorPa-trickColbeck.com
http://www.SenatorPa-trickColbeck.com
http://www.flintkids.org
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TOM BEAUDOIN
Redford Symphony conductor Chris Sutton and the orchestra
deliver another beautiful performance as they treat the
concert attendees to the "Sounds of Ireland.”

TOM BEAUDOIN
Violinist Charlene Chen of
Canton performs at
Covenant Community Church
with the Redford Civic
Symphony Orchestra.

LOCAL NEWS

hometownlife.com

TOM BEAUDOIN
Redford resident and longtime symphony member Deanna
Lee concentrates as "Excerpts of Finian's Rainbow" is
performed

TOM BEAUDOIN
Redford Symphony
trombonist Benjamin Lord
delivers a special touch of the
sounds of Ireland.

Bedford symphony treats audience

to ‘Sounds .

It was like the audi-
ence had actually gath-
ered in Ireland,

The Redford Civic
Symphony Orchestra
celebrated everything
Irish on Sunday with a
free concert at Covenant
Community Church.

_The symphony’s 90-
minute performance,
The Sounds of Ireland,
featured a wide variety
of traditional and con-
temporary music, along
with a few show tunes.

“We try to play a num-
ber of older tunes that
everyone will recog-
nize,” conductor Christo-
pher Sutton said before
the show.

The orchestra is in its
60th season in Redford.
A group of up to about 65
musicians practice each
week at the township’s
community center in
preparation for quarter-
ly concerts. Each or-
chestra season starts in
the fall, with other
shows falling near

Ireland’ performance

TOM BEAUDOIN
The oboe and English horn
section had newcomer and
Hawaiian transplant Chris
Fujiwara performing at the
"Sounds of Ireland” concert
in Redford

TOM BEAUDOIN
At left, Redford Civic
Symphony Orchestra first

Christmas, spring and a
June finale.

Sutton is in his first
season as conductor of
the orchestra. A music

teacher in Pinckney, the
Redford resident has
performed at venues
throughout the United
States and Canada. He

said he enjoys working
with his hometown or-
chestra.

“Working with this
group, there’s a huge

amount of people who
have keptTpIaying since
starting off in school,”
Sutton said. “It’s a good
mix of experienced mu-

sicians and a few have
only been playing for a
few years that are trying
to get their creative
sides out.”

Chair Priscilla Marino
(Bloomfield Hills) and Annika
Taylor (Farmington) perform
‘The Emerald Isle" during the
Sounds of Ireland concert.

CI'TY OF WAYNE
PUBLIC NOTICE

2016 GENERAL NOTICE REGARDING WEED CONTROL

No person who is the owner, occupant or lessee of real property in the City of Wayne, shall
allow grass, weeds, vines or other vegetation to grow to an average height of greater than six
inches on his or her property.

Any person who fails to comply with the provisions of Chapter 1459 of the Codified
Ordinance of Wayne shall be liable to the imposition of penalties and expenses incurred by
the City in declaring the property a nuisance and abating all nuisance conditions created by
the overgrowth.

Fees for mowing, established by the City Council, are as follows:

Frontage up to 40' 200
Frontage from 41" - 80' $250
Frontage 81' - 120' $300

Frontage from 121' - acre

$325 per acre
Any portion thereto $350

Ifyou have any questions regarding this notice, please contact the Fire Department
Ordinance Division at (734) 713-3733.

Matthew K. Miller
City Clerk

Published: March 17.2016 LOKIO0027A%e 3RS

ORDINANCE NO. 29-W-26-22

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 46, SECTIONS 46-1(48),
46-1(49)c, and 46-1(49)d OF THE WESTLAND CITY CODE TO
AMEND THE RATES FOR MUNICIPAL WATER AND SEWER

CHARGES

THE CITY OF WESTLAND ORDAINS:

Section 1. That paragraph (a) ofthe portion of Section 46-1(48) of the Westland City Code
entitled “Water consumption charges (Section 102-91)” shall be amended to provide as
follows:

a. Water consumption charges (Section 102-91)
“(1) Per 1,000 gallons per quarter or any fraction thereof......... $4.42”

“(2) Effective with the first billing on or after July 1, 2015, a fee will be charged to
every water and/or sewer account that receives water and/or sewer service from the
City of Westland. This fee will be based on the size ofthe meter installed:

Meter Size PerBilling

(inches) (Bi-monthly)
5/8 28.00
3/4 28.00
1 28.00
112 67.00
2 135.00
3 175.00
4 260.00
6 775.00
8 1,500.00
10 3,000.00

Section 2. That paragraph (c) ofthe portion of Section 46-1(49)c of the Westland City Code
entitled “Sewage disposal rates (Section 102-124)” shall be amended to provide as follows:

¢. Sewage disposal rates (Section 102-124)
“(1) Per 1,000 gallons per quarter or any part thereof............. $5.70”

Section 3. That all other provisions of Chapter 46 ofthe Westland City Code, except as
amended herein, shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 4. Severability. The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are
hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is
adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of
the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Section 5. Repeal. All other Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions ofthis Ordinance
are, to the extent of such inconsistencies, hereby repealed.

Section 6. Publication. The City Clerk shall cau.se this Ordinance to be published in the
manner required by law.

Section 7. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon publication.

Published: March 17.2016 18woztsoti Jes

CITY OF WESTLAND
SYNOPSIS OF MINUTES
MTG. 5 3/7/16

Presiding: President O>dbout

Present: Cicirelli Bryant, Coleman, Hammons, Herzberg, Johnson, Kehrer

50: Minutes of regular meeting held 2/16/16.

- Minutes of special meeting held 2/22/16.

- gni?hts of Columbus St. Damian Council #3021 ‘Tootsie Roll Drive” Cherry Hill & Wayne
Rd. 3/18-20.

- Appr. Contract w/ Midwest Recycling for exclusive drop-off recycling bins for clothing, coats,
shoes, and textiles; term ending 1/1/17 at rate of $0.06/pound of materials collected.

- Appr. Agrmnt. w/National Faith Homebuyers; rate $800/mo for rental of 2 classrooms at
JBCVC to commence 4/1/16 for (5) yr. term lease.

- Appr. JBCVC MI Depart, of Natural Resources Legislative Grant Agreement

and corresponding Required Resolution for Park Improvements.

- Adopt. Ord. 248-A-79, rezone CB-4, CB-3, CB-1, & R-5 to PUD, PID #049-01-0011-301,
-0012-301, -0013-303, -0013-002, -0014-304, -0014-305, #049-05-0981-001, -0982-001, -0983-
001, -0984-001, -0985-001, -0986-002, SW comer of Ford & Newburgh Rds.

- Adopt Ord. 29-W-26-22 to amend rates for Municipal Water & Sewer.

- Adoption of Prepared Resolution to designate the Monarch Butterfly as Michigan’s Official
State Insect.

51:Appr. Study Session on 3/21/16 ay 6:30 p.m. re. CDBG XLII status & prop, projects.

52: Set 5/2/16 as PH date for prop. 2016-17 Budget.

53: Appr. Atty. settlement in pending litigation; Reed vs. City ofWestland.

54: Appr. Property Disposition Committee Recommendation for former Westland City Hall/
Bailey Recreation Center/Fire Station #1 Site to actively marketing the vacant 12.5 acre site
for development.

55: Appr. & adoption of resolution to temp re-locate Pets. 21 & 42 to Hellenic Cultural Center,
36375 Joy Road.

56: Adoption of Prepared Emergency Management Resolution.

57: Conf. re-appt. of S. Scott to DDA for 4 yr. term to exp. 2/23/20.

58: Appr. checklist: $ 3,486,109.85.

Mtg. adj. at 8:46 p.m.

Minutes available in the Clerk’s Office.

James Godbout
Council President

Richard LeBlanc
City Clerk

Published; March 17,2016 LOOOW27S4< ns

HUNTER LENG & BRANCHES DRAIN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

April 8. 2016

9:30 A-M.

Wayne County Department of Public Services Roads Division
Central Maintenance Yard

29900 Goddard Road Extension

Romulus, Michigan

QUESTIONS:  (313) 224-3620

~ PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the costs related to maintenance work have been
determined by the Hunter Leng & Branches Drain Drainage Board on February 26,2016 to be
tentatively apportioned as follows:

LOCATION:

CITY OF WESTLA>ro, Wayne County, 96.49%
Michigan, for benefits to public health.
COUNTY OF WAYNE, Michigan, 351%

For benefits to county roads

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Drainage Board will meet
at the above date, time and location for the purpose of hearing any objections to said
apportionment.

Proceedings conducted at this public meeting will be subject to the provisions ofthe Michigan
Open Meetings Act. Information regarding this meeting may be obtained from the Wayne
County Drain Commissioner’s Office located at 400 Monroe Street, Suite 400, Detroit, Michigan
48826.

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting
should contact the Drain Commissioner at the number listed above or through the Michigan
Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to request mobility,
visual, hearing or other assistance. L

Dated: February 26,2016

Published: March 17 & 31. 2016

Kenneth M. Kucel, P.E.

Wayne County Drain Commissioner
LO-o00arTMi74
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NLelifeiti'Seasoll «
Placeyourorderearly foryour

Easter Hams, Standing Rib Roast,
&LamblJ!

Speakw ith oiir Seafood department
for great Lenten Seafood recipes!

||ZB|E Sale valid 3-17-H 16

While Supplies subiect to change.
248m 4323

3 largest Fresh Mans Counter Inthe Areal
\m %rorw 96| E ml Sag-SI JUtetBmaH-fmshHouse EveryilaH/singHonBMOFlour

DenlHiiiiClassic  DeailMiSinoked CoEAT
Flame TnmRsm orHsuali 14 Hands
SlazedHam HaifaWhole Klelbasa GabametSuvign
$449n  $299n  $4791b $10.50M
Vm FFESh Klelbasa $399 IbSave$1.00 Meomi Nobilo
UDARaEium Joe's AnotN\air . S Baxt
OricAys  Horeme $I59m 4898
English Roast Polish Sausage Shorts
$4.99 Ib $3.49 Ib Founder’s  Brewing Co.
LmChhieAT 5 Bre%Co. sonpercka
8 Round Steak $5.99 ibsawe si00 6 pack %99
EG{doeaéggs BAIIF'I\?rTrd Stu Htggo I\I/Iike’s ngd
standing oneless i emonade
RibRoast  Pork Roast B(:tudgk:\tn 5.9
S99 $233b  g4991p .
AvishCorry  TOEETEE gy i Fresh
1721920  Breakfast  “iNhole  poqunnrd FresnaiNau
legend Ham ~ Sausage Fryers  Whole leg Boneless
$449b  $3991Ip $1491b oflamb" leg oflamb
save $1.00 $5991b $89910b
Smoked Save $2.00 Save $2.00
Bacon Frest?AlI_I\Hud Frlawg\am
Chemywood oIn am
orRepper Chops  Shanks
$699 Ib $139/é8.(% Ib $65a\g$%olb

SEA FO OD

Marylad _ FamrAregh Fre$hWId
Grab Cakes Tilapia Fillets ~ Whitefish Fillets
$ 4556!; sge ea $ Za?xﬂtl?o Ib $ §a\l/28%) Ib
NothAerican Al Natural
Iobsltngalls Cooklgg ﬁ&‘{'mp
$3.03,e $9,99 1b

Housemeck Entrees to FarmHresh
lemnRegraHeb&Gadic Catfish

Salmon :
gié)f??ig\ﬁn ﬁgﬁrlz?\;a\/%;jl_.i—\ll\ﬁg;&.lB"ﬁ,Closed lilesday $ 58 .%Logo % $ §a\l/eg$2% Ib
Triple Bgrry Asiagccl) Italiag " Censea
rea %ea %ea EZ Peel Shiimp
B0 ® &8 el Shi
Butterscotch Hama Cheese $6 '%a%ss}-o!)b bag

Blondles 1~ Croissants

.49
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Lenten Season

Placeyourorderearly foryour
E aster Ham s, Standing Rib Roast,

& Lam bl! n

Speakwith our Seafood department
for great Lenten Seafood recipes!

maM 148152#r
k,, .4

hometownlife.com

largest Fresh Meata Saateaecounter Inthe Areal

lemesUc Cheeseste

Over1000 Hems from Geun
Sale valid j-17-16 thru 3-23-16 \ S osmm Premium Dell Meatsa Freshhil - de Salads
Hours: Sun 9-6; Mou-Sat 9-8 ~We will haclosed Easier Sunday . ) ArtafBmati-FresliHouseKlaHeliiayilaii-UsingllonBMOnottr
While Supplies Last «Prices sublectte change. t !

Jo e 's M eat

fa b ta stic item sire a 1. & S e afood

jP R O D U C E\

Califomia

_ Fresh Aiieer™ Louisiana
Strawberries! IAsparagus”Sweet Potatoes
2/ &ir99nrirlf49U
Caiifomiat

ANJfunihonA AME arthbound

Clementme5iAICantaioupei”™0rganicTSalads
«3.99

N1 Varieties

D E L I
Sahlen’s Dearborn OldTyme ti-
Smokehouse Black Forest W ell Bone

Ham Ham BoastBeef

Eave $4.00 Save- $2.00 Savt;$3.00
Kowalski OldTyme )
Bol Swiss Jennie-0
ologna -
Regularor Garlic heese Cthken I
¥EB  $%b Standing
Save$l.BO ave $4.00 Rlb Roast
OldTyme Eckrich Oearbora
M uenster Hard ~» Allnatural
heese alam.i TurkeE
Save $3.00 G Save $1.80 Save $2.00 Joe’s Gourmet
Catering & Events
Summerdates are filling up fast!
Calltodayto bookyour Graduation Party,
Wedding, Showers & Employee Picnics!
FIN E CH EESES

We can customize any eventto fityour

needs and budget!

Visitus at:

www.loesgourmetcatering.com

@ Sartow Vitano

$12.099.  $149911

Save $3.00 Save $3.00

orcalltoday at

248-477-4333 X226

$12.99.

Save $2.00

Everyday G OURM ET

Organic

Bartlett Pears

199 1b

Kiwi Fruit

2/31

Joe’'s Meat,

& Seafood

DEARBORN
Spiral Slice

Flame Glazed Ham

$4.40b....

Classic Trim Ham

Half&\Whele
LBCHGUCEAQB $ 2.99 Ih Save $1.00

Smoked or Holiday

Kielbasa

S449ib|8avesot

Fresh

Kielbasa

S3

Fresh Wild Caught:

Whiteflsh Fillets

G ROCERY

Smoked  Joe’s Roasted %ﬂlﬁh@ Fariaile « A Haminon Dozen  pgjry jresk Rndsomdlle
Carver Rradskin pasta G rdled Medium Buners 15 l\/'\l;a"ciiilgan
aléh&bP otatoes norenlfne*» Salad Asparagus 1@&9 Salstede% Cﬁ%s

~ oKt H

Save $1.00 %aveglg é% g% »? %a% $19009 ave 9»

The Spice Hnnte
Roasted leg of lamb Spices AExtracts éﬂ_%C"
C A FE

Joe’s Fresh Roasted W eekly Coffee Special

Jfip fU tf Jto fifuiif $1.00

s$17.99

Chocolove Pic-a-Nut
9913 Cashew Tin Apple or Cherry
2/85 $]§ﬁe?800
248-47743H Hours:Wed.-Mon. 8-6; aosedltaesday
Banana Bread 19 Crimes W INE CELLAH
B d Plal Im it
$ée(39 aéozrwj_g RedBlends spunifisc  Eohiateau

sU 'Z
Butterscotch

Blondies

$1.99""

Ham &Cheese

Croissants B“

N SIUCIIeIIe
2/55 BU

PASTRY

Save CocoRinCake
v $27.99

Joe’s

Eﬁ% Ve g%Ple

samueldama

RnjinUrehetcha

T

6 pack


http://www.loesgourmetcatering.com
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CLASS A REGIONAL BASKETBALL

Chargers push No. 1

Cubs hard for a half
Udf DJeit a bear to ded vith chnn stretch

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

For the first 16 minutes of
Monday nilght’s Class Aregion-
al semifin” game at Detroit
Western International, Livonia
Churchill played dribble-for-
dribble, highlight-for-highlight
and heartbeat-for-heartbeat
with University of Detroit
Jesuit, the No. 1-ranked boys
basketball team in the state.

But the Cubs played with the
tenacity of the ticked-off bear
in the “The Revenant” during
the second half and puUed

DIVISION 2 HOCKEY FINAL

away with a 74-49 victory.

Playing without three sus-
pended players, including one
starter, the’Chargers trailed
the highl?l/—regar ed Cubs,
30-26, at halftime before the
Cassius Winston-led jugger-
naut, whose starting line-up
included a pair of 6-foot-8
front-court standouts, reeled
offa 17-2 run to start the third
quarter to put the outcome
under wraps.

The season-ending sethack
capped the Chargers’ spectac-
ular season at 15-8. UD Jesuit
improved to 24-0and advanced

to Wednesday’s regional final
against defending state cham-
pion Western, which pum-
melled Dearborn Fordson,
68-31, in the night’s second
semifinal.

Just 20 minutes before Mon-
day’ game was supposed to tip
off, it was moved from Detroit
Cass Tech to Western due to a
lead in the ceiling of the Tech-
nicians gymnasium.

"Even though, man for man,
we gave up inches and weight
to them at every position, our

See CHARGERS, Page B3

Stevenson's Connor Jakacki hit the ice to block a first-period shot by Romeo's Logan Jenuwine.

HEART-BREAKER: ROMEO EDGES SPARTANS, 6-4

Ed Wright
staff Writer

Momentum is such a tem-
peramental and powerful in-
tangible.

ne moment Saturday
morning inside the USA Hock-
e%/ Arena in Plymouth Town-
ship, “Big Mo” was sitting in
the raise-the-roof-loud Livonia
Stevenson hockey team’s stu-
dent cheering section, wearing
a sky-blue Spartan hoodie and
going absolutely crazy after
Stevenson scored its third goal
in five minutes to build a 4-
second-period lead in the
MHSAA Division 2 state final
contest.

Afew minutes later, it was
wearing a blood-red Romeo
hockey sweater throughout a

game-ending four-goal scoring
explosion that fueled the Bull-
dogs’ 64 victory in their first
aﬁpearance in a hockey state
championship game.

Powered by a a five-point
game from Nolan Jenuwine,
who proved beyond a doubt
that he is the real deal, the
Bulldogs capitalized on a criti-
cal five-minute major penalty
called on Stevenson for head-
butting with the score dead-
locked at 4-all and 12,12 left on
the third-period clock.

EightY seconds into the
power-play opportunity, Jenu-
wine tipped home a shot by
Logan Canfield to give Romeo
the lead for good, 54.

With Stevenson goalie Cul-
len Barber pulled for an extra
attacker, Romeo’ Steven Mor-

ris slid in a 150-foot empty-net
oal with 29 seconds left to ice
the win.

The Bulldogs’ performance
ave the northern Macomb
ounty high school its third

state title in five months (Ro-
meo also captured the Division
1football crown and Class A
volleyball title).

The heart-breaking setback
capped Stevenson’ second-
consecutive D2 state runner-up
season.

“That’s what you get when

/ou Bla?/] high-powered hockey
ke both these teams play,”
said Stevenson head coach
David Mitchell, referring to
the back-and-forth action.
“Losing the 4-2 lead, you could

See RUNNER-UP, Page B3
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Churchill's Joan Andonl drives to the basket Monday night against the
University of Detroit Jesuit.

ED WRIGHT

Stevenson's Nate Sudek watches his rising shot head toward the crease.

Jack Demmer Ford Is Pleased To Announce A New Addition To Our Sales Sta'ff!

W e Are

E xcited To W elcome

G ary Pack To His New H ome!

Gary Would LikeTo Invite All of His Many Customers, Neighbors & FriendsTo Visit Him at Jack Demmer Ford

Stop

By To Visit Gary & Receive A
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Change!

37300 MICHIGAN AVE. IN WAYNE // DIRECT LINE 734-641-6139 OR 734-721-2600
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MADONNA SPORTS ROUNDUP

Three Crusaders earn academic accolades

Atrio of Madonna Univer-
sity basketball student-ath-
letes have been honored for
their hard work in the class-
room.

Crusader women’s basket-
ball players Justice Dean and
Kelsey Gerhardt, both juniors,
and Austin Johnson, a member
of the MU men’ team, were
selected as three of 253 stu-
dent-athletes in the NAIA to be
named Daktronics Scholar-
Athletes, the national office
announced Monday.

In order to be nominated by

an institution’s
head coach or
sports informa-
A, tion director, a
i student-athlete
i must maintain a
minimum grade-
point average of
35
and must have achieved a
junior academic status.

Dean and Gerhardt are both
first-time recipients of the
coveted academic award.

Dean, a business major
from Garden City, appeared in

Johnson

MHSAA STATE GYMNASTICS MEET

Livonia gymnasts excel on the big stage

Blue’s Rhoad earns D2
all-around championship

Ed Wright
Staff Writer

Led by Bri Rhoad’s all-
around gold rush, several Livo-
nia gymnasts capped their
season at Saturday’s MHSAA
state meet with glowing per-
formances.

Rhoad, who is a student at
Livonia Stevenson and com-
petes for Livonia Blue, won the
Division 2 all-around champi-
onship by scoring a pressure-
packed 36.525 points.

Blue’s Jess Weak tied for
fifth in the all-around stand-
ings with 35.30 points while
Livonia Red’s Marissa McVey,
who is a senior at Livonia Chur-
chill, placed 15th with a score
of 34.350.

Winning an individual state
title in gymnastics requires
sustained brilliance, which is
what Rhoad delivered on Sat-

urdﬁy.

er best finish was a run-
ner-up showing on the floor-
exercise category with a score
of 9.225. She ~so placed third
on the uneven parallel bars
(8.925), fifth on the balance
beam (9.20) and eighth on the
vault (9.175), earning all-state
honors in each event (the top
10placers earn all-state med-

TOM BEAUDOIN
Livonia Blue's Bri Rhoad, pictured
during a meet earlier this season,
won the Division 2 all-around title
at Saturday’s state meet.

als).

Weak was the D2 individual
state champion on the uneven
bars, earning a score of 9.025.
Blue’s Emily Chatterjee also
earned all-state recognition on
the bars, placing 10th with a
score of 8.575.

Weak tied for fourth on the
vault with a 9.20.

Red’s McVey, Mackenzie
Borrman and Mikaela are an
all-staters on the vault after
they all tied for 10th with a

LOCAL SPORTS

27 of the Cru-
saders’28
games this sea-
son, earning a
start in 24 con-
tests. She aver-
aged nearly
Dean seven points per
ona4.0scale game while
corralling 105 rebounds and
knocking down 56 three-point-
ers.

Gerhardt, a criminal justice
major from Flushing, played in
every MU game this season,
ending the 2015-16 campaign

TOM BEAUDOIN
Livonia Red's Mackenzie Borrman
tied for 10th in Division 2 on the
vault on Saturday.

score of 9.10. Reds Megan
Waters barely missed the cut,
scoring a 9.1to finish in a tie
for 18th.

Chatterjee was sixth on the
beam with'a 9.125 and 10th on
the floor (9.0) to earn all-state
honors in those events as well.

Julia Hartley also qualified
for the state meet with top-10
finishes inthe regional compe-
tition earlier this month.

ewright@hometownlife.com

Hoosiers prove to be unbeatable

The Hoosiers compieted a 10-0 season recently in the Livonia Junior Athletic League's boys Junior Varsity Gold
Division. Pictured are (front row from left) Caleb LeBar, Collin Patterson, William Reed, John Wagner, Brad Cremen,
(second row from left) Nick O'Leary, Jacob Patterson, Jonah Efrusy, Dylan Wiiczynski, Henry Meloche, Paolo Munn
and (back row) coach Casey Reed. Not pictured are Lucas Young and coach Eric Young.

St. Edith hoops team runner-up

The Livonia St Edith's varsity boys basketball team was edged this past weekend, 40-36, by St. Regis in a thrilling
Catholic Youth Organization game placed at Detroit Catholic Central. The Eagles won the Varsity 2 division title last

spring.

as one of five
Crusaders regis-
tering 28 games
played. Ger-
hardt earned a
starting nod on
four occasions
while averaging
four points per

Gerhardt

game.
The Crusaders ended the
2015-16 campaign at 17-11 (16-6
WHAQC) after making the pro-
gram’s second consecutive trip
to the WHAC semifinals.
Johnson a junior business

hometownlife.com

major from Spring Lake, was
tabbed as a member of the
national list for his commit-
ment to the classroom since
arriving on Madonna’s campus
three years ago.

As part of a young team,
Johnson was the lone Crusader
men’ player to take home the
award this season.

Johnson and the Crusaders
closed the 2015-16 season with
a 17-14 record (14-8 WHAC)
and a trip to the WHAC quar-
terfinals.

HIGH SCHOOL REGIONAL BASKETBALL
Vikings end Novi's
run in regional

Brad Emons
Staff Writer

Walled Lake Central un-
veiled its own version of Wile
E. Coyote ina Class A boys
basketball regional semifinal

'arlrgje Monday at West Bloom-
ie

Novi chased speedy and
savvy point guard Walter
Kelser around the court, but
the senior proved to be as
elusive as the Road Runner.

Kelser scored a game-high
33 points, leading the Vikings
to a 72-61 win and a spot in
the regional championship
game against North Farming-

ton.

The 5-foot-10 Kelser
proved to be a handful for the
Wildcats, who had their sev-
en-game winning streak
snapped, coming off the heels
of a 51-39 upset win over
Northville (21-1) in the dis-
trict final Friday at Salem.

Kelser, who missed five
games with an ankle injury
before coming back for the
final regular-season game,
appears to be completely
healthy again, and it showed
as he made 10 of 21 shots
from the floor, including
three triples. He also was
10-0f-13 shooting free throws.

“I'm feeling way better,”
Kelser said. “I was working
hard; that’s it. | wanted to get
to the basket, draw some
fouls and get the big men in
trouble, because they have a
lot of size.”

Central (204) jumped out
toa 17-8 lead in the first quar-
ter as Kelser nailed a 3-point-
er before Novi scored the
next nine points. Sophomore
Traveon Maddox sank a twist-
ing banker from 40 feet out
as the buzzer sounded to pull
the Wildcats even at 17-17.

Central made another run
in the second quarter, out-
scoring the Wildcats, 20-11, as
Rami Romaya’s putback at
the halftime horn gave the
Vikings a nine-point cushion,

“We shot way too many
threes,” Novi coach Brandon
Sinawi said. “We talked about
that at the half. It was one of
those games where (Central)
made one and our kids would
get hyped up.

“| think they felt they had
to knock one down to please
the crowd. But it’s a young
team, and the core is still
really young. That was the
biggest thing, the 3-point
shooting. It was ill-timed and,
even though we hit a couple,
it’s not our calling card.”

During the second quarter.
Central went onan lI-() run as
Novi went scoreless for 5:04
before Maddox’s basket
broke the drought with 2:56
left in the half.

“We wanted to get out and
run tonight,” Central coach
Chuck Spolsky said. “The!
were big, so we thought if we
get aboard, get them to take
a (1uick shot and push the
ball, we thought we’d have an
advantage in the open court
and we did.”

With 4:13 left in the third
quarter, a basket by Runako
Ziegler pushed Central’s lead
to 50-32. The Vikings took a
5541 advantage into the final
quarter and never let Wild-
cats get closer than eight the
rest of the way.

“After the week we went
through last week, we knew
that we were going to be
missing a little bit of energy,
a little bit of fight, in the be-
ginning of the game,” Sinawi
said. “After that first quarter,
we didn’t score until almost
three minutes left. But hey,
that’s the team we've got. We
had two seniors that really
stepped up last week and
again tonight. We got a lot of

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Novi'S Jay Duarte (left) blocks
Walled Lake Central's Malik
Abiola's shot during the first
quarter of the Class A regional
semifinal at West Bloomfield.

young kids coming back and
it’s a good learning experi-
ence for them.”

Kelser, meanwhile, helped
secure the win by scoring 18
of his 33 during the second
half.

“We knew he was going to
be a match-up problem with
our young guards,” Sinawi
said. “TVendon (Hankerson)
picking up two quick fouls in
that first quarter made us go
zone and we didn’t want to go
zone that early. But at the
same time (Kelser) is a spe-
cial player. He did a great job
getting to the basket. He
finishes really strong, he’s
crafty and he gave us some
fits tonight, no question.”

Kelser was not only a scor-
er, but also a distributor as
Ziegler and senior forward
Anton Lucaj contributed 13
and 10points, respectively,
while senior center Malik
Abiola added eight.

“We were just trying to get
them to play our style of
play,” Kelser said. “They like
to go big and we like to go
small. We wanted to go small
against their bigs and make
them adjust to us.”

Senior foward Naji Ozeir
led the Wildcats in scoring
with 16 points, while Maddox
added 14. Senior forward Jay
Durate chipped in seven and
played another strong game
inside.

Novi shot 50 percent from
the floor (23-0f46) with a
total of nine triples, but com-
mitted 17 turnovers.

Central connected on 41.9
percent from the floor (26-
of-62), but turned it over only
five times.

“You can’t run when
they’re making (shots) and
they made a lot of threes, so
when they were making
shots, we were having trouble
executing on the offensive
end because the?/ play good
defense,” Spolsl~ said of
Novi. “They really clog the
paint up. That was the game
plan. If we could force them
into some quick shots and
play some good perimeter
defense, we could get out and
run with them a little bit.”

Following a 7-9 start, miss-
ing the KLAA playoffs and
going without senior point
guard Kam Hankerson for 12
games after the Wisconsin-
Green Bay signee suffered a
knee injury in late January,
Novi rebounded to finish
14-10 overall.

“That’s been our calling
card the last eight games; our
team just doesn't quit,” Sina-
wi said. “We missed some
timely shots, and (Central)
made some timely shots. We
didn’t make enough plays in
the end. But the Idds didn’t
give up.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
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MHSAA BOYS SWIMMING & DIVING

Stevenson’s O’Dowd earns

Ed Wright

staff Writer

Competing inan event that
allows zero room for error,
Livonia Stevenson senior Jack-
son O’Dowd won the MHSAA
Division 150-yard freestyle
title Saturday in Holland.

O’Dowd, a multiple-time
all-state swimmer, out-per-
formed the fastest swimmers
in the state by stroking to a
time of 20.70 seconds to nip
runner-up Henry Schutte of
Forest Hills Central by a quar-
ter of a second.

The speedy Spartan also
earned “1-state accolades in
the 100 freestyle with a fourth-
place time of 46.12 seconds,
Ann Arbor Skyline’s Ryan

LOCAL SPORTS
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Livonia Stevenson's Jackson O'Dowd earned a Division 1state

championship in the 50 freestyle event.

Vander Meulen won the 100 in
45.75 seconds.

Stevenson’s Parker Wasie-
lewski just missed finishing in
the top-16 in the 50 freestyle.

HIGH SCHOOL REGIONAL BASKETBALL

North Farmington marches past Hartland

Dan O'Meara
staff Writer

North Farmington con-
tinued its tournament march in
March with a 33-point victory
in boys basketball Monday in
the Class Aregional at West
Bloomfield.

The Raiders breezed into
the championship game at 7
p.m, Wednesday with a thor-
oughly one-sided defeat of
Hartland, 63-30.

North (21-2) made its first
four shot attempts and was off
and running to a quick 10-0 lead
that just got larger from there.

The Raiders made seven of
their first 10 field-goal tries
and were ahead by 11 at the end
ofthe first quarter, 18-7.

“We really feed off our de-
fensive energy,” North coach
Todd Negoshian said. “Because
we’re so good offensively, Peo—
ple think we feed off our of-
fense, but it’s all about how
hard we play defensively. The
stops we had early were ke]y."

Hartland showed some fight
and made a short-lived rally
early inthe second quarter
with seven unanswered points
that cut the North lead to six,
20-14,

That was all for the Eagles,
however. The Raiders, led by
senior guard Billy Thomas,
scored the last 21 points of the
first half for a commanding
lead.

“We just wanted to set the
tone on the defensive end and
let the defense create into of-
fense,” Thomas said, “We sped
them up; they didnt want to
play at a fast pace. We played
at our speed and they couldnt
play at ours.”

Thomas, who scored a
game-high 25 points, netted 19
in the first half, including all of
his five 3-pointers, He put an
exclamation point on North’s
big finish with back-to-back
threes to end the half.

RUNNER-UP
Continued from Page Bl

say we took our foot off the
case, but I think it was more a
case of a great Romeo team
getting pucks to the net, get-
ting some bounces and making
plays.

“When you put the puck on
the stick of their scorers dur-
ing key situations, they find a
wa)ll_to finish.”

he exciting encounter was
Stevenson senior captain Ben
Kowalske’s final game.

Kowalske, who played on
three Spartan teams that ad-
vanced to the finals (including
the 2013 state-championshi
squad), was eloquent in defeat.

“Whenever an opponent
scores a goal like they did
when we were up 4-2, sure, a
little doubt is going to creep
into your mini” said Ko-
walske. “You can feel it, but
you try to ignore it and play
through it. But Romeo is a
great team that knows how to
capitalize on mistakes.”

The Bulldogs bit first, scor-
ing 7:07 into the game when
Brett Lanski punched in the
rebound of a Jenuwine shot.

Stevenson knotted the game
at 1-1almost four minutes later
when Joe Alcantara scored a
goal that Kowalske and Shane
Leonard assisted.

Romeo regained a 2-1edge
6:18 into the second period
when Jenuwine netted the first
of his two lamp-lighters.

Nineteen seconds later,
Stevenson’s Nick Beers ignited
a three-goals-in-five-minutes
surge when he controlled a
pass from Kevin Stefanick off
the face-off, motored up the
middle of the ice and fired the
puck past Nolan Kare.

Goals from Leonard (from

Wasielewski tied for 16th in the
preliminaries before getting
nipped in a swim-off by a third
of a second.

Spartan Benjamin Rojewski

JOHN HEIDER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

North Farmington senior Darryl Dunlap cuts between a pair of Hartland

defenders on a drive to the basket.

“They couldn’t keep up with
us,” Thomas said. “We just
wanted to play our game. We
didnt want to come out lacka-
daisically and let them stay
with us.”

Senior forward Alex Dar-
den, who had a pair of slam
dunks, scored 10 of his 12

oints before halftime. He also
ed the Raiders with nine re-
bounds.

Junior Amauri Hardy
chipped in nine points; seniors
Darryl Dunlap and Jacob Jou-
bert added seven and four,
respectively.

Darden, Dunlap and senior
Sasoun Tcholakian also made
one triple basket each as the
Raiders went 8-0f-20 behind

the arc.

Consecutive mid-court
steals and layups by Thomas
upped the North lead to 47-14
early in the third quarter.

The Raiders extended it to
55-24 at the end. North’ start-
ers didnt play in the fourth
quarter.

Thomas also had six steals,
three rebounds and two assists
in less than three quarters of
play. Joubert led the team with
seven assists.

“It was one my better
nights,” Thomas said, “I think |
should have been playing like
this all year.

“Our goal is to win the state
championship. Amauri, Jacob,
Alex and | are the leaders of
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50-freestyle title

made a name for himself at the
state meet, placing seventh in
the 500 freestyle with a time of
4:40.60. Zeeland’s Micah De-
Jonge won the race in 4:29.73.

Rojewski placed 25th in the
200 free with a time of 1:46.88.

Stevenson’s 200 freestyle
relay team of Wasielewski,
Connor Beck, Luke Santi and
O’Dowd touched 14th with a
1:28.48 clocking.

Wasielewski earned a 14th-
place finish in the 100 back-
stroke with a time of 54.17
seconds.

Stevenson placed 15th over-
all with 56 points.

Birmingham Brother Rice
won the state title by amassing
313 points. Saline finished
second with 231.

the team. We need to be playing
our best right now.”

Hartland senior Paul Konlan
scored eight points, senior
Mitchell Brown and junior
Jason Gigliotti six apiece and
senior Miles McDonald five.

The Raiders shot 53 percent
overall, making 25-of-47 field
goals. The Eagles were 4-0f-13
shooting the three and 12-0f-42
from the floor overall for less
than 29 percent.

“I thought our guys did a
tremendous job of finding
(Thomas), kicking it and know-
ing where he was at all times,”
Negoshian said. “We’re a very
unselfish group. They care
about winning.

“They knew BUly was hot
tonight. Our %uysjust kept
getting him the ball and Bdly
kept answering the beU when
they called his number.”

But he reiterated it all start-
ed with North’s good work at
the defensive end of the floor.

“(Konlan) can shoot it; he's
big and strong,” Negoshian
said. “When we were able to
stop him from doing what he
does, | thought it really gave us
some momentum.”

North will play Walled Lake
Central in the regional final
Wednesday. The Vikin%s (20-3)
defeated Novi in the other
semifinal game Monday, 72-61.

It will be the second straight
regional final for the Raiders,
who were runners-up last year
to the eventual state finalist
and this year’s top-ranked
team, undefeated Detroit Jesu-
it (24-0).

“Walled Lake Central has
three really good guards and
some underrated big kids,”
Negoshian said. “We’re going
to be in the sweet sixteen, so
you know we’re going to have a
war. I’'m just happy for our
guys. We’re back to where we
were last year.”

domeara@hometownlife.com

Stevenson's Alex Siroky fires a shot through a seam in the Romeo defense Saturday morning.

Adam Olson and Alcantara)
and Nate Sudek (from Alex
Walkuski and Sam Judd)
ramped the Spartans’lead to
4-2, forcing second-year Ro-
meo head coach Nick Badder
to call a time-out.

“Stevenson had aU the mo-
mentum and we were back on
our heels, and you could feel
it,” recounted Badder. “Once
the guys calmed down and
realized we just had to play
shift by shift and pick up our
fore-checking, we kind of took
over a little bit.

“We usually play our best
when we’re uncomfortable and
we were uncomfortable most
of the game today.”

Romeo evened the slate at
4-4 after two periods with goals

from Lanski (14:26) and Kaczor
$15:31), setting the stage for the
renzied final period.

Playing for the first time on
the big%est stage in Michigan
high school hockey, the Bull-
dogs admitted they were a
little nervous at the get-go, but
their comfort level grew as the
game wore on.

“Coming in to today, | be-
lieved that if our football team
could beat a Cass Tech team
that had 20 Division 1players
on it, then we could beat a
great Stevenson team,” said
Romeo's Nick Blankenburg.
“This is an incredible feeling
and something | know I'll nev-
er forget the rest of my life.”

Mitchell got choked up
when describing how special

this team —and the Stevenson
program in general —is to
him

“I told the team in the lock-
er-room after the game that
thank-you is not nearly a
strong enough word,” Mitchell
said. “These kids are more
than just hockey players;
they're incredible young men
who volunteer in the communi-
ty, excel in class (the team’s
grade-point average is 3.4) and
make their school and their
families proud.

“Sometimes, unfairly, we’re
judged by our team’s record
and how many championships
we win, but these kids are
much more than that.”

ewhght@hometownlife.com

Division 2 state meet

Livonia Churchill placed
26th in Saturday’s Division 2
state meet by compiling 16
points.

The Chargers’top perform-
er was senior diver Ethan
Burke, who placed sixth in his
event with 411.47 points.

Birmingham Seaholm’
Sebastian Faye won the diving
competition with 479.40 points.

Churchill’s Kevin Taylor
also showed well at the year’s
elite high school event, placing
14th in the 100 breaststroke
(1:00.98) and 15th in the 200
individual medley with atime
of 2:01,76.

ewnght@hometownlife.com

CHARGERS

Continued from Page Bl

guys didnt back down,” said
Churchill head coach Jim-
my Solak. “Our ?uys were
running around like crazy,
attacking when we needed
to and laying off when it
wasnt there. I’'m extremely
proud of them.”

Churchill promoted %u—
nior-varsity players to fill in
for the missing varsity play-
ers.

“We were focused on the

uys we had available, not
the ones we didn't,” said
Solak.

“When | walked into the
locker-room at the half, our
guys were already in there
talking about how they were
going to attack them in the
second half. We threw three
different defenses at them
in the second half, but they
found ways to score. My
hat’s off to them.”

The Churchill senior-
guard trio of Jon Hover-
male, Joan Andoni and Day-
ton Davis went out in a blaze
of near-glory, attacking the
Cubs with a fearless aggres-
siveness.

Andoni outscored Win-
ston, 8-6, in the first half on
the way to a team-high 15

oints. Hovermale closed

is four-year varsity career
with 12 points and relentless
hustle at both ends of the
court.

While Davis scored just
five points (he only shot
four times, making two), he
was the catalyst of the Char-

ers’zone-press breaker,
acing down menacing traps
with a contagious calm.

Churchill junior sky-
walker Jerron Hampton
made his presence felt in
the game’s opening minute
when he nearly slammed
home a put-back on a fast-
break.

Senior forward Rashad
Whitfield took advantage of
his rare start by hangin
tough with the Cubs’twin
sky-scrapers —lke Eke and
Greg Eboigbodin —despite
giving uE at least five inch-
es to both. Whitfield fin-
ished with seven points, six
rebounds and two steals.

Winston, who is headed to
Michigan State University
this summer, hit four con-
secutive triples in the sec-
ond half and closed with 20
points. Eboigbodin scored 14
while guards Elijah Collins
and Scott Nelson tallied 12

points aJ)iece.

“We didnt match (Chur-
chill’s) intensity in the first
half,” said Jesuit head coach
Pat Donnelly. “We knew
they had some shooters, but
we weren't closing out on
them like we needed to.
Jimmy did a great job get-
ting them. Those kids can
play.”

The Cubs capitalized on
their height advantage
early, jumping to a 12-2 lead.
Four of the points came on
alley-oop dunks off back-
door cuts.

Undaunted, Churchill
stormed back to knot the
game at 14-all thanks to
back-to-back treys from
Andoni and Hovermale and
an old-fashioned three-point
pIaR/ by Hovermale.

esuit looked like it may
open things up in the second
quarter, stretching its ad-
vantage to 30-22 when Col-
lins followed up a missed
free throw with a put-back.

However, Andoni
knocked down a rainbow
three from downtown with
three seconds left in the half
to bring the Chargers to
within four.

The Cubs owned the third
quarter, 24-10, before fin-
ishing the Chargers off with
a 20-point final stanza.

ewright@hometownlife.com
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Novi Detroit Catholic Central earned its third straight Division 1 boys hockey state title with a 3-0 win Saturday over Brighton at USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth.

Brad Emons
Staff Writer

Novi Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral got an early jump on day-
light saving time by springing
forward early Saturday night
for its 13th MHSAA boys hock-
ey state championship in
school history.

And the Shamrocks did it in
clockwork fashion with a 3-0
victory over Brighton in the
Division 1final before 2,214
fans at USA Hockey Arena in
Plymouth.

It was the third state title in
a row for CC and the first for
rookie coach Brandon Kale-
niecki, a 2000 CC grad who
won two MHSAA state crowns
himself as a player.

“To win this one is certainly
a different feeling,” said Kale-
niecki, who guided CCto a 24-7
record. “You're filled with so
much pride and with the
amount of effort that the play-
ers give ... it’s very fulfilling as
a coach, because you get to
watch them, experience those
same type of things you did
when you were a player. You
feel so much pride and you’re
so happy for them because
they got it done.”

CCapplied heavy pressure
in the Bulldogs’ zone during
the first period, but Brighton
junior goalie Logan Neaton was
up to the task, turning away aU
15 shots.

Brighton’s best scoring

THREE-SWEET

Catholic Central takes bite out of Bulldogs for Division 1 crown

chance came on a CC power
Elay, as Jake Crespi found

imself all alone on a break-
away and was taken down by
CC defenseman Alex Kreutzer
on a short-handed effort. He
was awarded a penalty shot,
but CC 6-foot4 senior goal-
tender Alec Calvaruso stood
his ground and stopped Cres-
pi’% attempt headed toward the
five-hole.

Calvaruso had not faced a
penalty shot all season and
didnt remember what exactly
happened when Crespi took the
shot. It was all a blur.

“You just got to keep the
team in it and do what you've
got to do, keep it going,” Calva-
ruso said.

Despite being in a scoreless
deadlock after one period,
Kaleniecki was confident his
team was in a good position.

“We were pleased with our
first period, outside the penalty
shot, where we had a minor
breakdown on the power play,”
Kaleniecki said. “Then Alec
bailed us out on a great save on
that. And that could have been
a huge turning point, but it
kept it 0-0. We felt like we had
the better chances, because we
had a lot of possession in their
zone and, eventually, we were
Eoing to break through. That’s

}_rf\d of been our M.O. all play-
offs.

HIGH SCHOOL REGIONAL BASKETBALL

Northville reels In Marl

M ustangs capture first
regional championship
in school history

Brad Emons
staff Writer

Like the Lewis and Clark
expedition, the Northville girls
basketball team is discovering
new territory as it traverses
through the Class A state tour-
nament.

The Mustangs saddled up
once again March 10at Novi
and rode to a regional champi-
onship - the first in school
history - with a convincing
46-29 win over Farmington
Hills Mercy.

Northville (21-3) made its
first quarterfinal appearance
ever 'lhesday at Southfield
against Warren Cousino (20-4).

The long-armed Mustangs,
despite 25 turnovers on the
night, turned in a masterful
defensive performance, hold-
ing Mercy scoreless with a 150
second-quarter run and lim-
iting the Marlins to 21-percent
shooting from the floor (8-
of-39).

“We knew Mercy was going
to be really good after watch-
ing them beat Howell and we
didn't play well on Hiesday,”
Northville coach Todd Gudith
said, referring to a 35-28 win
on March 9 over Milford.

“The girls kind of knew we
were kind of down in that
game, so we knew we had to
gﬁve it our best effort tonight. |
thought we probably played
our best game of the year.”

Northville’s two junior 6-
footers, Jessica Moorman and
Brook Adams, led the way with
14 and 11 points, respectively.
Sophomore guard Roan Haines

“Not every game we've
been able to score in the first
five minutes and it’s taken a
while, but we keep preaching,
‘Keep doing what you’re doing,’
because in the first period, |
thought we were a pretty good
team.”

Brighton went O-of-2 on the
power play in that first period,
while CC was 0-0f-I.

The Shamrocks finally
broke through at 7:56 of the
second period, on Glynn Rob-
itaUle’ rebound goal after
Nick Macari carried the puck
through on the left wing. J.R
Lafferty also drew an assist to
make it 1-0.

“Coach Kaleniecki always
tells me | need to drive the net
more often and | need to shoot
more often,” Macari said. “|
just kind of Ustened to what he
said and | drove to the net and
it worked. It ended up on my
player’ stick and it went in the
net.”

Macari then busted down
the left wing again and went
top-shelf to beat Neaton to
make it 2-0 at 14:22 of the sec-
ond. Brian Galvin and Lafferty
drew assists.

And just 1:44 into the third
period, Cody Borke’ tip-in goal
off a shot from just inside the
blue line from Austin Roell
gave the Shamrocks a 3-0 cush-
ion.

BRAD EMONS

Northville senior forward Lindsay Rathsburg is all smiles holding the
school's first-ever Class A regional tournament trophy.

and senior forward Lindsey

Rathsburg added six apiece,

sophomore point guard Ken-
dall Dillon five.

“It’ a great feeling, know-
ing this is my senior year and
we made it this far,” Rathsburg
said. “We thought it was going
to be alot closer, but it was

nicde to know it wasn't at the
end.”

Although Northville trailed
10-6 after one quarter, the Mus-
tangs quickly changed the
course of the game in the sec-
ond quarter as Mercy went
O-of-8 from the floor and
trailed 21-10 at halftime.

The Bulldogs, who were
outshot 29-15, couldnt get the
puck past Calvaruso, who sur-
vived a six-on-three disad-
vantage during the final two
minutes after two of his team-
mates were sent to the box.

And there was nothing bet-
ter than the senior goalie post-
ing a shutout in the state final.

“They made it easy for me,”
Calvaruso said. “I saw every-
thing and they didnt get many
shots. They played the way
they knew how. It means a lot.
| didn't play the last two (state
finals), so it means every-
thing.”

CC played a strong game
defensively en route to win-
ning the title. During its six-
game tourney run, the Sham-
rocks had three shutouts and
gave up only four goals.

“We just had to limit their
odd-man chances,” Kaleniecki
said. “You make sure your
third forward is high and make
them play in the defensive
zone, because if they do get
Fossession at that point, Its a

ong way to go. The best way to
stop the best offensive player
or players is make them play
in the ‘D’ zone, because even if
they get possession, it’s a long
way to go.

Brighton, meanwhile, went
O-0f-5 on the power play and it
always seemed the Shamrocks

were an hour ahead.

“From the beginning, | dont
think we got totally into our
game, because Catholic Central
didnt want us to,” said Brigh-
ton coach Paul Moggoch,
whose team finished 22-9. “I
think they played a great game
on both sides of the puck, of-
fensively and defensively. We
just didn't find a rhythm and
didn't find a way to get to
them. I think if we had scored
on that penalty shot, we might
have had a little bit of a
chance, but they outshot us,
outplayed us.”

For the Shamrocks, it was a
culmination of another stellar
state chamf)ionsh(if run.

“It’s really hard to explain.
I’m on top of the world right
now,” said Macari, a captain
who had a goal and assist. “I've
been on the team for three
years and we're fortunate to
win all three years. We just got
better and better each year.
Knowing | went out on'top as a
senior... nothing better.”

Kaleniecki is the third dif-
ferent CC coach to claim a
state title in the last three
years. Doug Itami was the
coach in 2014 and Danny Veri
did it as an interim coach in
2015.

bemonsQhometownlife.com

Ins for crown

“Pretty much the whole
first quarter, | thought we
were pretty patient; we hit
some shots and defended
well,” Mercy coach Gary Mor-
ris said. “Then came the sec-
ond quarter and it’s just the
way things work,

“We started missing shots;
we started forcing shots, which
weren't good shots, which led
to scoring opportunities for
them. That second quarter
couldn’t get over soon enough
for us, sowe could go in an
talk about some adjustments.”

The Marlins, however, came
out ina trapping, fuU-court
press and quicMy cut the lead
to 23-21 with 4:37 left in the
third after senior guard Zora
Pullen converted an old-fash-
ioned three-point play.

But Haines answered for
Northville with a basket 12
seconds later and Northville
closed the quarter with a 12-3
run to maintain its 11-Eoint
advantage going into the
fourth, 35-24.

There were a few anxious
moments during Mercy’s third-
quarter spurt, so Gudith
burned a couple of timeouts to
help his team refocus.

“Even though we had the
lead at the half, we told the
kids, ‘Look, they’re going to
make a run; you got to be
ready for it’and, sure enough,
they came out of the gate in the
second half and took it to us,”
Gudith said. “But our girls
weathered the storm. Our goal
was to ‘Let’s bring it even in
the third quarter’and | thought
we did that.”

Gudith also employed more
players to help break' Mercy’s
press.

“I thought we struggled
with the two players we had,”
he said. “Mercy was bringing
everybody. They were throw-

ing everything at us. Bringing
four ?Iayers up helped, A cou-
ple of timeouts settled them
down and calmed their
nerves.”

By the fourth quarter, Mer-
cy went stone cold again from
the field (O-of-10). Northville
gradually stretched its lead to
18 points as Moorman scored
eight of her 14.

“A lot of our struggles on
the offensive end led to easy
shots for them,” Morris said.
“But give a lot of credit to
Northville. It the first time
they e been on this stage, so
to speak, and their kids respon-
ded well.”

While the Mustangs shot an
impressive 60 percent from
the floor (15-0f-25) to go with
IS-of-23 foul shooting, the turn-
overs were a concern.

“I know we had a lot and a
lot of that is because of Mer-
cy’s defense,” Gudith said. “A
lot of that was nerves. We had
some open looks, had open
players, but we just overshot
them with passes. If we con-
nect on a couple of those, may-
be it’s not so much of a game in
the third quarter.”

Junior guard Jackie Bauer
paced the Marlins with 14
points. Pullen added seven, but
there was little offensive pro-
duction from the remaining
cast.

“This is not a typical Mercy
team,” Gudith said. “Usually,
they have a couple of post [dds.
They spread the floor a lot and
they’re just good shooters. We
saw them hit a bunch of triples
the other night, so we knew we
had to force them to take tough
shots. And when they drove
inside, they saw our length.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
bemonsl@twitter.com
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REAL ESTATE

Time to build: Home Expo In

Canton offers ideas, expertise

JULIE BROWN

John Sarnecky of Canton owns Canton Construction with his wife, Marissa.

Julie Brown
Staff Writer

John and Marissa Sarnecky own Can-
ton Construction, among some 70 vendors
at the Canton Home Improvement Expo
March 5-6.

“Last year was outstanding for us,”
Canton resident John Sarnecky said of
the Expo. “We've been here from Day
One,” some 15 years ago. “They e ex-
panded to just about every nook and
cranny.”

Indeed, the Summit on the Park was
busy with vendors and people seeking
home improvement ideas. Sarnecky said
when the economy slowed people backed
off on upgrades, and that’ gotten a lot
better.

“Additions,” he said. “A lot of exterior
work. The more important items they
were holding off on | think they’re ad-
dressing now.”

He noted the auto industry’s bonuses
and profit sharing helf) Canton Construc-
tion’s business. Rental inspections started
by Canton building officials have been a
factor he’s seen as well.

“That had an impact on us as well as
the community, keeping things up to par,”
Sarnecky said. “They’re up to snuff now.”

Nearby at Mans Lumber and Millwork
was Jim ‘IVudeau, installation sales man-
ager for the firm dating back to 1900.
Mans has locations in Canton and Tren-

on.

“Decks are really big and also kitchen
remodels,” said Riverview resident Thu-
deau. “We're seeing a really big jump in
window replacement. People are re”ly
going up the next level. They really seem
to want to improve their homes.”

TVudeau agreed March is ideal to start
such projects. He was helped that Sat-
urday by colleague Dottie Kelly of Can-
ton, facUitator for sales support.

TVudeau noted the Expo helps boost
awareness of their Canton site at the
Michigan Avenue-Beck Road area. “We
get a lot of response,” he said.

His own home isnt neglected either.
“My wife makes sure 1keep it up,” Tru-

JULIE BROWN
Vanessa Mattsson-Boze traveled with sons Eli,
4, and Soren, 3, from Madison, Wis., and
stopped by the Expo while visiting family here.
The boys liked the Home Depot building
projects for kids and meeting Canton police
officers

JULIE BROWN
Representing Mans Lumber and Millwork at the
Expo are staffers Jim Trudeau of Riverview and
Dottie Kelly of Canton. Mans, in business since
1900, has Canton and Trenton locations.

Canton policewoman has tips on vacation home security

Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Canton police Officer Patty Esse-
link was happ/\( to answer questions
about home s*ety when youre away
on vacation. She and other Public Safe-
ty personnel, police and fire, were
staffing the booth at the Canton Home
Improvement Expo March 5-6.

The bi?(gestt ing is letting your
neighbors know you're going to be
away, a trusted neighbor,” said Esse-
link. Other key tips she offered are:

» Maintain snow removal in winter;

» Make sure grass is mowed in
warm weather;

» Make arrangements for your mail
and newspapers, so they don't pile up
and advertise you're away.

Letting a family member or trusted
neighbor know your travel plans al-
lows him or her to check and see if, for
ex_e:jmple, a garage door is open, she
said.

“Then the neighbor can call us, ora
family member” if something’s not
right, Esselink said. “Encourage them
to call the police. We will come out and
check the situation.”

Lighting indoors and outside can
also help make your home more se-
cure.

deau said of their home, which has re-
cently had two bedrooms remodeled with
new doors, molding and flooring.

Visiting the Expo on March 5from
Madison, Wis., was Vanessa Mattsson-
Boze, with sons Eli Mattson-Boze, 4, and
brother Soren, 3. Vanessa’s husband and
her parents came to the Expo, as the
family was visiting in Canton.

“It’s been large,” she said. “We didn't
reallz expect it to be this many vendors.
The kids have had fun.”

JULIE BROWN
Canton police Officer Patty Esselink said of
vacationing. The biggestthing is letting
your neighbors know you're going to be
away, a trusted neighbor.”

“You can put your television on a
timer, you candput your lights ona
timer,” she said. There are also mo-
tion-activated lights for outdoors
which will indicate “there may be
something going on outside.”

Of the busy Home Expo, she added
on Saturday, March 5, “Its going abso-
lutely wonderfully.”

Her sons liked meeting Canton police
officers and doing the Home Depot budd-
ing kits for kids.

The Expo is presented the first week-
end in March by Canton’s Building and
Inspection Services Division. Partners
include the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce and the Observer &Eccentric
Newspapers. Joe Gagnon, “The Appli-
ance Doctor,” also participated.

jcbrown@hometownHfe.com Twitter: @248Julie

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS

Investors

The Real Estate Investors
Association of Wayne will have
an open forum. Investors will
answer questions and offer a
market update. Meetings are
at 6-9 p.m. the third Thesday of
each month at the Red Lobster
on Eureka in Southgate.

Members are free, "ests
$20, which will be apﬂlied to
their membership. The Red
Lobster is next to 7-11, near
Trenton Road.

Any questions or concerns,
call Bill Beddoes at 734-934-
9091 or Wayde Koehler at 313-
819-0919.

Shortsales

If you owe more than what
our house is worth, you may
e interested in a free informa-
tional seminar on short sale
procedures.
Bonnie David, broker/owner
of Quantum Real Estate, is the
presenter. It will be 6-7 p.m.

each Thursday at 129 N. La-
fayette, downtown South Lyon.

Please call the office at
248-782-7130 or email
june.quantum@gmail.com for
your reservation or additional
information.

JULIE BROWN, EDITOR
JCBROWN@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-842-8046
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Easement
case could be
thorny, based
on Kentucky
court ruling

Q: Our developer has re-
tained an easement access
through our condominium
to another project but we
are thinking about amend-
ing our documents to elim-
inate that easement. What
do you think the chances are
of that being successful?

A: That is a tough task to
accomplish particularly based
upon a Kentucky Court of
Appeals decision which stated
that easements and restrictive
covenants are entirely differ-
ent and are not an inter-
changeable concept of proper-
tK law. The court indicated
that a covenant only restricts
the use of property, while an
easement
confers the
right to enter
the property
upon which
the easement
is held. In
your case, the
owner of Ehe
property bur-
dened by an
easement (i.e.
the association) even with the
vote of the members does not
have the authority to alter or
terminate the easement with-
out the easement holders con-
sent. Thus the easement can-
not be extinguished without
the developer’s consent.
Therefore, you may have a
problem gettin% that ease-
ment extinguished. Majestic
Oaks Home Owners Associa-
tion, Inc. v. Majestic Oaks
Farms, Inc., No. 2014-
CA-000492-MR (Ky. Ct. App.
Nov. 20, 2015)

Q: We are in a football
college town and we want
our association to eliminate
renting a unit to a student
enrolled in a two- or four-
year coilege, institution or
university. | understand that
it couid be argued that this
type of provision is a re-
striction discriminating
against a class of persons.
What do you think?

A: Based upon a recent
decision out of South Carolina,
the Supreme Court of that
state upheld a restriction pro-
hibiting rentals to college
students. The court basically
stated that college students
are not of a class of citizens
normally suspect for discrimi-
nation. They arent faced with
a long history of discrimi-
nation, are not a distinct mi-
nority and have not been clas-
sified according to an imﬂut-
able trait acquired at birth.
The court in that case found
that the leasing restriction to
be rationally related to pro-
tecting the safety, comfort,
and investment of owners.
The restriction minimized the
risk of creating a dormitory
like atmosphere by barring
those who have a tendency to
engage in disruptive conduct.
The court basically said that
state and federal housing laws
Erohibit discrimination in

ousing sales or rentals based
on a persons of race, color,
religion, sex, family status or
national origin and that under
both state and federal law,
familial status refers to per-
sons under the age of 18 who
live with a parent or guardian.
In that case since the restric-
tion did not involve any of
those criteria, the court found
no housing violation. It is im-
portant to understand the full
context of that case as it re-
lates to your possible situa-
tion.

Robert M. Meisner is a
lawyer and the author of “Con-
do Living 2: An Authoritative
Guide to Buying, Selling and
Operating a Condominium."
He is also the author of “Con-
dominium Operation: Getting
Started & Staying on the Right
Track,”second edition. Visit
bmeisner@meisner-law.com.
This column shouldn't be con-
strued as legal advice.

Free foreclosure tours

Free foreclosure tours are 1
p.m. every other Sunday. Meet-
ing place is Panera Bread on
the southeast corner of Middle-
belt and 1-96.

Email Georgia@addedvalu-
erealty.com or visit FreeFore-
closureTour.com.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Canton author to attend Plymouth Author Fair

Brian Webster (left) and his son, Christopher, who was a teen at the time, using skateboarding to battle frustrations with dyslexia. Christopher now is 31.

st rod sleEd g erapdugevihddoia

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

PLYMOUTH AUTHOR FAIR

Teen and youth fiction
In addition to Brian Webster, other teen and youth fiction writers wiii inciude S.J. Lomas,
author of "Dream Giri," and Jennifer Weiser, author of "The Touched."

Some writers draw inspiration
from a muse. Author Brian Webster
credits dyslexia for his original ideas.

The Canton man says the disorder
is “a gift” that helps him create sto-
ries and then translate them into
screeni)lays that he has written over
several years. Some have won awards.
Some are under consideration by a
production company. Almost all have
been adapted into books with the help
of collaborators.

“I'm not a great writer but I'm a
very visual person  said Webster,
explaining his ability to overcome his
dyslexia and visualize a story. “If |
have a story in my head, | can see it
played out on the screen”

Dyslexia not only inspires his sto-
ries, it’s the subject of his latest book,
“Monkey Flip,” a young adult novel
based on his son, Christopher, who
also struggled with dyslexia when he
was a teen.

Webster wiU sign copies of his new
book, which was co-authored by free-
lance writer Kathy Garrett, at the
Plymouth Author Fair, 1-3p.m. Sat-
urday, March 19, at the library, 222 S.
Main, Plrmouth. Books. Twenty au-
thors will be on hand to meet readers
and sign their books, which will be
available for purchase. Friends of the
Library will serve refreshments.

Mastering a flip

“Monkey Flip” tells the story ofa
dyslexic teen who is misunderstood at
school and bullied. He takes out his
frustrations in competitive skate-
boarding, which shores up his self-

SUBMITTED
The cover of Brian Webster's new book,
adapted from a screenplay, "Monkey Flip."

esteem and helps him to overcome his
disability. The title refers both to the
tendency of some dyslexic readers to
transpose or flip letters. It also the
name of a skateboard move that Web-
ster’s son, Christopher, learned to
master.

“l drew a lot on the things he went
through,” said Webster, who wrote the
story first as a screenplay. “My son
was not like everyone else. He needed
more time to take tests. He was a
smart kid. The difficult part was get-
ting teachers to be aware of tech-
niques of teaching my son. The prob-
lem, too, was me trying to help him. It
was like two people trying to dance
and they both have left feet.

Children's books

Kris Yankee, author of "Every Day is A Character Day," Toya Wiison, author of "The Old Lady
in the Shoe,” Whitney Pytlowany, author of "Say Please, Amanda Louise,” and Timothy

Dziobak, author of "Red Boy Tours Michigan.”

Adult fiction

James P. Katus with "The Secret Past of a Perfect Woman," LeAnn Mathis with "A Timely
Romance,” and Cheryl Vatcher-Martin with "The Pruple Flower: Dreaming of a Time Ma-

chine."
Adult non-fiction

Exie Susanne-Smith, "When the Dead Come Calling,” Will Swartz, "A Walk Across Michigan
Shore-to-Shore Riding and Hiking Trail,” Robert Omilian, "No Fear No Dloubt No REgret:
Investing in Life's Challenges Like a Warrior,” Donovan M. Neal, "The Third Heaven: The Birth
of God,"” John Lankford, "The Answer is Leadership, What isthe Question?" Kurt Kazanow-
ski, "A Son's Journey: Taking Care of Mom and Dad,” Robert M. Haig, "Ten Little Police
Chiefs: A Detroit Police Story,” R.J. Fox, "Love & Vodka: My Surreal Adventures in the Uk-
raine," Karen Dybis, "Better Made in Michigan: The Salty Story of Detroit's Best Chip," and

Helga Henn, "Can You Read Me Now?"

“He’s 31 now. Instead of flipping
letters, he flips houses for a living.”

Promoting work

Webster, a retired Detroit Public
Schools science teacher, managed to
get “Monkey Flip,” both the book and
screenplay, into the hands of film
producer Mary Jane Skalski when he
saw her speak at the Detroit Film
Theater a few weeks ago.

“I constantly keep my eyes open
for opportunities,” he said. 'l may not
see a way, but God will show me a
wa%/_| That is my personal faith.”

e won second place in a screen-
play contest and was awarded a trip to
a script festival in Los Angeles, Calif.
While there he gave scripts and his
three children’s books, to a repre-
sentative from a production company.

She liked the holiday-related and fam-
ily stories and asked for revisions. He
is re-writing two of the scripts and
hopes to find out this week If his work
has a chance for production.

Webster writes while in the base-
ment of the home he shares with his
wife, Cathy, who also is a retired
teacher. Motivational posters and
slogans at his desk urge him to “never
give up” and reassure that “all dreams
come true.”

“My thing is, if it’s something in
your heart and you’re passionate
about it, no matter what it is, never
stop believing in yourself,” he said. “If
you get a 1,000 'noes’and one 'yes,’it’s
all worth it, because you finally gota
'yes.”™

sdargay@hometownlife.com

ANIMALS

DETROIT ZOO

Time/Date: 10 a-m. to 4 p.m. through
March 31

Location: 1-696 service drive and
Woodward, Royal Oak

Details; Admission is $14 for adults
15-61, $10 for senior citizens 62 and
older, and for children ages 2-14; chil-
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars
and vans is $5. Detroit Zoological Soci-
ety members get free admission and
parking

BunnyvMle; Egg hunts. Jelly Bean
Jamboree, games, whisker painting,
photos with the Easter Bunny, "The
Bunny Follies" musical, treats and
zookeeper talks, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 25-26. Visitors with
canned or other non-perishable food
donations for Gleaners Community
Food Bank, will receive a reduced zoo
admission price of $9

Contact: 248-541-5717

ARTS AND CRAFTS

CITY GALLERY
Time/Date; 8;30 a.m. to 4,30 p.m.
Monday-Friday, through April 8

GET OUT!: CALENDAR OF ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS

Location: Costick Center, 28600 W. 11
Mile, Farmington Hills

Details; "Night and Day" exhibit
features new work, including landscape
and portraits of other local artists, by
Taurus Burns

Contact: 248-473-1859

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY
HALL

Time/Date; Through April 22
Location; 31555 11 Mile, Farmington
Hills

Details; Works by local artists Pamela
Alexander and Susan Warner
Contact; 248-473-1859

NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
Time/Date; Exhibit hours are noon to 5
p.m. Tuesday-Friday and noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday, through March 19

Location: 215W. Cady, Northville
Details; 10th Annual Member Exhibi-
tion

Contact; 248-344-0497 or
www.NorthvilleArtHouse.org
PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY
ARTS COUNCIL

Time/Date; 7-9 p.m. Friday, March 18
Location; 774 N. Sheldon, Plymouth

Details: "Drawn to the Night" is an
open life drawing event for all ages to
practice drawing the human form.
Includes a costumed model with timed
poses. This month's theme is Mucha
Nouveau. Bring your own art supplies.
Complimentary refreshments. $10 at the
door; $5 for students

Contact: plymoutharts.com

U-M MUSEUM OF ART
Time/Date; 11a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. through May
29

Location; 525 S. State Street, Ann
Arbor

Details: First U.S. exhibition of Chinese
artist Xu Weixin focuses on portraits of
Chinese coal miners and of Chinese
historical figures during the Cultural
Revolution

Contact: 734-764-0395;
umma.umich.edu

VILLAGE THEATER

Time/Date: 10a.m. to 2 p.m, Monday-
Friday and during public performances,
through March 30; meet and greet is
7-9 p.m. Thursday, March 17

Location: 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton

SUBMITTED
Josh Adams, a member of Motown
Laugh Kings, performs March 20 at
The Yellow Barn in Ann Arbor.

Details: "Paint, Color and the Figure:
works by Jean-Paul Aboudib," is a solo
show of 30 oil, acrylic and graphite
paintings and drawings

Contact: cantonvillagetheater.org

COMEDY

EMERGENT ARTS

Time/Date; 8 p.m. Sunday, March 20
Location: The Yellow Barn, 416 W.
Huron, Ann Arbor

Details; Mark Sweetman emcees a
show with Josh Adams, a member of
the Motown Laugh Kings, and Adam
Hirzel, a Chicago Second City alum.
Admission is $10

Contact: 734-985-0875; emergentart-

FESTIVAL

IRISH FEST

Time/Date; 3 p.m.,, Thursday, March 17
Location; Hellenic Center. 36375 Joy,
Westland

Details: 32nd annual St. Patrick's Day
celebration includes Irish food, music,
song, and dance with the Ardan School
of Irish Dance, Detroit Square Dance
Society, Highland Pipes, Eddie McGiin-
chey, Ray Maguire, members of the
Conor O'Neill's Session Band, and Mick
Gavin's Crossroads Ceili Band. Corned

See GET OUT, Page B9
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GET QUT

Continued from Page B8

beef and cabbage dinners, Irish
stew, hamburgers and hot dogs
will be available for purchase.
$10 admission, kids 12 and under
accompanied by parents enter
free

Contact: 313-537-3489

MULTICULTURAL FAIR
Time/Date: 10a.m.-3 p.m.
Thursday, March 24

Location; VisTaTech Center at
Schoolcraft College, located on
Haggerty between Six Mile and
Seven Mile, Livonia

Details; Exhibits, dance and
music performances, food. Free
Contact: 734-462-4422

FILM
MJR DIGITAL CINEMAS

Time/Date; March 20; check
theaters for show times
Location: Westland Grand
Digital Cinema 16, 6800 N.
Wayne Road, Westland, and
other MJR theaters

Details; "Alvin & Chipmunks
Road Chip," March 19-20. Free
for children, 12 and under;
parents pay $1. Tickets distrib-
uted on first-come, first-served
basis at the door

Contact: mjrtheatres.com
PENN THEATRE
Time/Date; 7 p.m. Friday, March
18 and Thursday-Friday, March
24-25,4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sat-
urday-Sunday, March 19-20, and
Saturday, March 26

Location; 760 Penniman, Ply-
mouth

Details: "Star Wars; Episode VII
-The Force Awakens," $3
Contact: 734-453-0870;
www.penntheatre.com

REDFORD THEATRE

Time/Date: 8 p.m. March 18 and
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. March 19
Location: 17360 Lahser, just
north of Grand River Avenue in
Detroit

Details: "Monty Python and the
Holy Grail," $5

Coming up: "Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers,"” 8 p.m. April 1
and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. April 2
Contact: 313-898-1481;
redfordtheatre.com

FUNDRAISERS

GIVING HOPE

Time/Date: 6:30-9 p.m. April 13
Location; Fox Hills Golf &
Banquet Cneter, 8768 N. Territo-
rial Road, Plymouth

Details: The "Giving Our All for
Family. Fun and Fitness" event,
presented by Giving Hope
Women's Giving Circle, includes
food, a cash bar, shopping, a
fashion show from local shops
and boutiques, a raffle and a
silent auction. Admission is $35
and pre-registration is required.
Proceeds from the event will
help bring ShapeDown, a family
weight management program
to the greater Canton and
Plymouth area

Contact; cantonfoundation.org

MICHIGAN JAZZ
FESTIVAL

Time/Date: 3 p.m. Sunday, April
24

Location: VisTaTech Center,
Schoolcraft College main cam-
pus. 18600 Haggerty. Livonia
Details: Sean Dobbins Organ
Quartet performs. Tickets are
$15 by April 10 or $20 at the
door

Contact; Pat Minnick 734-462-
4403; music@schoolcraft.edu

HISTORY
KELSEY MUSEUM

Time/Date: 9 am. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday, and 1-4 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, through May
15

Location: 434 State St., Ann
Arbor

Details: "Leisure and Luxury in
the Age of Nero: the Villas of
Opiontis near Pompeii," ex-
plores the lavish lifestyle and
economic interests of some of
ancient Rome's wealthiest and
most powerful citizens, who
vacationed along the Bay of
Naples. Includes more than 200
items on loan from Italy. Admis-

ENTERTAINMENT

A scene from "The BFG,” a children's play about giants, April 4, at Music Hall in Detroit

s

mim.
SUBMITTED

Kelly Broadway and her trio will perform March 29 at the
Jazz@The Elks series in Plymouth.

sion is free
Contact: 734-764-9304

PLYMOUTH

HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. Wednes-
day, Friday-Sunday

Location: 155 S. Main, Plymouth
Exhibit: "It's a Downton Abbey
Thing," looks at the PBS series
"Downton Abbey" in relation to
events from 1912-1930 in south-
east Michigan and the U.S.
Details; Admission is $5 for
adults, $2 for ages 6-17.
Contact; 734-455-8940

MUSIC

BASELINE FOLK
SOCIETY

Time/Date: 6:15-6:45 p.m. open
mic sign-up; 7 p.m. perfor-
mances start, Saturday. March 19
Location; Plymouth Community
Arts Council, 774 N. Sheldon,
Plymouth

Details: Ten open-mic perfor-
mances and featured artists,
Maggie and Alex Zakem, with
Chris and Stephanie Sorenson.
The featured performance will
begin at 8 p.m. Admission is $5
Contact: plymoutharts.com

BLUES@THE ELKS
Time/Date; 7-10 p.m. the second
Tuesday of the month

Location; Plymouth Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge 325, 41700 Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth

Details: Bring your dancing
shoes. $5 donation

Contact: 734-453-1780

JAZZ@THE ELKS
Time/Date; 7-10 p.m. the last
Tuesday of the month
Location; Plymouth Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge 325, 41700 Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth

Details: Kelly Broadway Trio
performs March 29. A $10 dona-
tion at the door includes hors
d'oeuvres

Contact: 734-453-1780 or email
plymouthelks|780@yahoo.com
MAMA'S
COFFEEHOUSE
Time/Date: Doors at 7 p.m..

GASTERUNE

FUNERAL HOME. INC.

concert starts at 8 p.m. Saturday,

March 19 and Rod Capps, Joel Palmer and

a special guest, April 3; John

Location; Birmingham Unitari-
an Church, 38651 Woodward
Ave., Bloomfield Hills

Details: Finvarra's Wren; gener-
al admission is $15, students and
seniors pay $13

Contact; mamascoffeehouse-
~org

TRINITY HOUSE
THEATRE

Time/Date; Most shows start at
8 p.m., doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Location; 38840 W. Six Mile.
Livonia

Details: Songwriters Anony-
mous Showcase, March 18,

Latini and Jamie-Sue Seal with
The Springtails, April 8; Jill Jack
and Billy Brandt, April 9. Most
tickets $15, and $12 for sub-
scribers. Only cash and checks
accepted

Contact: 734-464-6302 for
additional information

SPOKEN WORD

THEATER
BETTER THAN EVER
PRODUCTIONS

Time/Date: 7 p.m. March 31,
April 1-2, 2 p.m. April 3

122 West Dunlap Street
Northville, Michigan 48167
248-349-0611
www.casterlinefuneralhome.com
Roxanne Atchison-Casterline, owner

Courtney Casterline-Ross, manager
Lindsey Casterline-Dogonski, manager

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF GARDEN CITY
Wayne County, Michigan

Toall residents and interested parties:
The following legal notices are available for review on our
website.

The minutes (including approved ordinances) from regular
and special Council meetings are available at:
www.gardencitymi.org/minute8

Current requests for bids and proposals are available at:
www.gardencitymi.or*purchasing

You may also access this information at City Hall or the
Garden City Library during regular business hours, or in the
Police Station Lobby 24 hours a day.

Published: March 17.2016 LOw02743a7 2R5

Maneli Jamal, March 19; Open
Stage, March 29 and April 5;
Putnam Smith and Jeff Karoub,
April 1; The Waynewood Boys
with Escaping Pavement, April 2;
Empty Chair Night with Annie

Location: Plymouth arts and
Recreation Complex, 650
Church, Plymouth

Details: "Last roundup of the
Guacamole Queens," isset in a
small Texas town where three
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SUBMITTED
"Blue
Eyes and
Crimson
Rain," is
among
the
paintings
by
Jean-Paul
Aboudib
on display
through
March 30
at the
Village
Theater at
Cherry
Hill, in
Canton.

cousins are in charge of the last
reunion at a high school slated
for demolition. Everything that
can go wrong does. Tickets are
$15 in advance, $17 at the door
Contact; betterthanever-
prod.wix.com/btep; 734-306-
7883

INSPIRE THEATRE
Time/Date; 8 p.m. April 15-16
and 3 p.m. April 17

Location: 33455 Warren Road,
Westland

Details: "The Sunset Limited" is
a two-character drama about an
ex-con who claims to hear the
voice of Jesus and the professor
he stopped from throwing
himself into the path of an
oncoming train. Tickets are $15
Contact: 734-751-7057; in-
spiretheatre.com

MUSIC HALL
Time/Date; 4 p.m. Sunday, April

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING

A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of
the City of Westland, Wayne County. Michigan:

Case #322A, Proposed Vacation of 20 Foot Wide Alley
Abutting Lots 1-41 and 42-61 Block E, Ford Warren Park
Subdivision, East Side of Newburgh Road, South of
Ford Road, Scott & Anne Minch

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the City
of Westland Planning Commission will be held at City Hall,
36601 Ford Road, Westland. Michigan at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday,
April 5,2016.

Written comments may be submitted to the Planning
Commission before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the schedule
meeting.

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairman
Westland Planning Commission

Published: March 17,2016

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING

A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of
the City of Westland, Wayne County, Michigan:

Case #2198, Site Plan Approval for Proposed Nankin
Mills Site Condominium Subdivision, Part of Parcel
#009-02-0574-001, Northeast Comer of Ann Arbor Trail
and Hubbard, Fadi Nassar

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing of the
City of Westland Planning Commission will be held at City
Hall, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m,
Tuesday, April 5, 2016.

Written comments may be submitted to the Planning
Commission before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled
meeting.

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairman
Westland Planning Commission

Published: March 17. 2016

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING

A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of
the City of Westland, Wasme County, Michigan;

Case #974G, Special Land Use Approval for Proposed
Pharmacy, 2325 S Venoy Road, Parcel #073-04-0596-
000, East Side of Venoy Road, South of Dorsey, Khalid
Alsaidi (Leila Zair)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Ci
of Westland Planning Commission will be held at City Hall.
36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday.
April 5, 2016.

Written comments may be submitted to the Planning
Commission before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled
meeting.

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairman
Westland Planning Commission

Published: March 17,2016
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Location: 350 Madison Ave.,
Detroit

Details: "The BFG," a story by
Roald Dahl that is adapted for
stage by David Wood, pairs a
big, friendly giant with a "hu-
man bean" to save England
from "gizzard-gulping" giants.
For ages 7 and up. Tckets are
$20 for ages 13 and older, $10
forages 2-12

Contact: musichall.org

SCHOOLCRAR
COLLEGE

Time”ate: 6:30 p.m. dinner
and 8 p.m. play, Friday-Saturday,
March 18-19 and April 1-2; play
only 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
April 8-9

Location; 18600 Haggerty,
Livonia

Details; Professor James Hart-
man stages "Come Back Little
Sheba,” with graduates, stu-
dents, and community actors.
The play tells the story of Doc
and Lola, who have lost hope
and love, symbolized by their
lost dog, Sheba. Doc's problem
with alcoholism and a beautiful
boarder complicate their lives
Tickets are $27 for dinner thea-
ter and $15 for the play only
April 8-9. Get tickets by phone
or at the campus book store
Contact; 734-462-4596
SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday-
Friday, March 17-18, 2 p.m.and 7
p.m. Saturday, March 19. amd 2
p.m. March 20

Location; Inspire Theater,
located in the Westland Per-
forming Arts Center, 33455
Warren Road, Westland
Details: "Enchanted Sleeping
Beauty" isa musical spin on the
classic tale. Tickets are $15
Contact: 734-751-7057; spot-
lightyouthmi.com

ST. DUNSTAN'S
THEATRE

Time/Date; 8 p.m. March 18
25-26 and 2 p.m. March 20
Location; 400 Lone Pine Road,
Bloomfield Hills

Details: In the comedy, "Lend
Me a Tenor," when a famous
opera singer passes out after
mixing wine and tranquilizers,
an aspiring singer must take his
place at a concert Tckets $18 for
adults, $16 for seniors and
students

Contact: 248-737-3587; StDun-
stansTheatre.com

STILL GOT IT PLAYERS
Time/Date; 1 p.m. Thursday,
March 17; 7:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 18-19; 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 20

Location; Biltmore Studio at
The Village Theater at Cherry
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton

Details: "Old Ringers" is about
four senior women and one
man who are strapped for funds
and start a phone sex service to
increase their incomes, Tckets
are $16-$18

Contact: 734-394-5300; canton-
villagetheater.org

LM000275148 43
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MARCH

BIBLE PROPHECY
SERIES

Time/Date; 7:15 p.m., beginning
March 28

Location: Metropolitan School
Gymnasium, 15585 N. Haggerty,
Plymouth

Details; An in-depth Bible
prophecy series called Unlocking
Revelation will examine prophe-
cies of Scripture. Go to www.Un-
lockRevelation.com to see all
locations and pre-register and
receive a free Bible Prophecy
DVD on the first night. Snacks
will be served

Contact: www.UnlockRevela-
tion.com

BREAKFAST

Time/Date; 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday, March 20

Location; St. Theodore Social
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland

Details: French toast, ham,
pancakes, sausage, scrambled
eggs, applesauce, coffee, tea,
milk, juice. Cost is $3 for adults
and $1.50 for children, 2-10
Contact; 734-425-4421
BUDDHISM CLASS
Time/Date: 6:30-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 24, April 14 and 28,
and May 12 and 26

Location; The Universalist
Unitarian Church of Farmington,
25301 Halsted, Farmington Hills
Details; Free five-week secular
practical Buddhism class will
apply Buddhist teachings to
daily life through meditation,
reflection and discussion. Secular
Buddhism emphasizes the
teaching of Eastern philosophy
practices in a way that allows
each individual to become their
own teacher. Ideas such as
"awakening" and "enlighten-
ment” are goals in which there
is no "one true way"

Contact: 248-478-7272; uuFar-
mington.org

DRAMATIC EASTER
MUSICAL

Time/Date; 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 25-26
Location: Merriman Road
Baptist Church, 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: "Bow the Knee"
Contact: Church office at 734-
421-0472; Russell Weathers at
734-536-3553; pastor@mrbc.us
EASTER FAIR

Time/Date: 11:30 am.-2 p.m.
Friday, March 25

Location: Newburg United
Methodist Church, 36500 Ann
Arbor Trail, Livonia

Details: Egg hunt, crafts, prizes,
interactive Bible stories, lunch.
Children also will have the
opportunity to "search” for
items to make a hygiene kit for
boys in foster care at the Meth-
odist Children's Home, in Red-
ford

Contact: 734-422-0149; new-
burgumc.org

EASTER FUN

Time/Date: 3-5 p.m. Saturday,
March 26

Location: InsideOut Church,
1075 Venoy, Garden City
Details: The eventwill include
carnival games, photos with the
Easter Bunny, Easter candy and
chances to win a prize package
worth $100, for families with
children, fifth grade and young-

Passages

liow to reach us:
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Contact: 734-983-8376
EASTER FUN

Time/Date; 10 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, March 19

Location: St. Paul's Presbyterian
Church, located on Five Mile,
one block west of Inkster Road,
in Livonia

Details: Crafts, stones, an Easter
egg hunt, games and more for
children through sixth grade.
Free. Sign up by calling the
church

Contact: 734-422-1470

EASTER FUN

Time/Date: 1p.m. Saturday,
March 26

Location; Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details: Family-friendly event
with crafts, egg hunt, and
presentation of the Easter story.
Bring a basket for the egg hunt,
which isfor ages 12 and under
Contact: Melissa at 734-765-
1827

EASTER WEEK

Time/Date; Palm Sunday ser-
vice, 10 a.m. March 20; Maundy
Thursday service, 7 p.m. March
24; Good Friday meditation,
noon-1 p.m. March 25; Easter
service, 10a.m., March 27
Location; Unity of Livonia,
28660 Five Mile, Livonia
Details: A continental breakfast
follows the Easter service
Contact: 734-421-1760; of-
fice@unityoflivonia.org
EASTER WEEK
Time/Date; Palm Sunday, 10
a.m., March 20; Maundy Thurs-
day senf/ice, 7 p.m. March 24;
Easter worship, 8 a.m. and 10
am. and egg hunt at 9:15 a.m.,
Sunday, March 27

Location; First Presbyterian
Church of Farmington, 26165
Farmington Road, Farmington
Hills

Details; Palm Sunday events
include Sunday School at 10:15
a.m. and a coffee and snack time
at 11 a.m. Maundy Thursday
worship commemorates the Last
Supper and will consist of Holy
Communion and a Tenebrae
service with song, prayer, scrip-
ture and a meditation. Brunch
will be served between the two
services on Easter

Contact: 248-474-6170; farming-
ton-pres.org

EASTER WEEK
Time/Date; 7 p.m. March 24-25
and 10:30 a.m. March 27
Location: Good Hope Lutheran
Church 28680 Cherry Hill, Gar-
den City

Details: Maundy Thursday
sen/ice on March 24; Good
Friday service is March 25 and
Easter service on March 27. An
Easter breakfast also will be held
at 9a.m., followed by an egg
hunt at 9:30 a.m., March 27
Contact: 734-427-3660
EASTER WEEK
Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. Friday,
March 25 Passover Seder; 10:30
a.m. worship, Sunday, March 27
Location; Warren Road Church,
33445 Warren Road, Westland
Details: The Passover Seder
retells the story of God's salva-
tion of his people from Egypt
through the elements of the
Passover meal. The evening will
conclude with a dinner that
includes roast chicken and
mashed potatoes. Breakfast

View Online
www.hometownlire.com
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Deadlines: Friday, 4:00 p.m

for Sunday papers

Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. TorThursday papers
Holiday deadlines are subject to change

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
BRIAN

HINZMAN
03/16/81 - 07/27/07
We love and miss you very
much and we are thinking
about you every day.
Love. Your Family

For information

regarding this
directory please

Call

Janice Brandon
at 248-926-2204

or email

jkbrando@michigan.com

COMMUNITY LIFE

RELIGION CALENDAR

kicks off Easter morning at 9
a.m., followed by the worship
service

Contact; 734-458-7301
EASTER WEEK
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Maundy
Thursday service, March 24; 1
p.m. and 7 p.m. Good Friday
services, March 25; 9:30 a.m.
service on March 27

Location: Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Bedford
Details: Free Easter breakfast
from 8-9:15 a.m.. All visitors will
receive a free DVD, "My Son, My
Savior."

Contact: 313-532-8655; 734-968-
3523

EGG DROP

Time~ate: 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 20

Location: Orchard Grove Com-
munity Church, 850 Ladd Road,
Building C, Walled Lake
Details: More than 12,000 eggs
filled with candy will be
dropped from a helicopter for
children through fifth grade to
collect. Children will be grouped
by age

Contact: Shawna Schwaninger
at 248-926-6584 or email shaw-
na.schwaninger@orchard-
grove.org

EGG HUNT

Time/Date: Noon-1 p.m. Sun-
day, March 20

Location: Cherry Hill United
Methodist Church, 321 S. Ridge
Road, Canton

Details: Children may hunt for
candy and small toys inside
plastic eggs that will be hidden
Inside the church and have a
photo taken with the Easter
bunny. Free

Contact: 734-495-0035

FILM

Time/Date: 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Sunday, March 20

Location: St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Parish school gym, 31530
Beechwood, Garden City
Details: "Divine Mercy 101"
Contact; 734°27-1533

FISH FRY

Time/Date; 4:30-7 p.m. Friday,
March 18

Location; St. Michael the Arch-
angel, 11441 Hubbard, Livonia
Details; Final Lenten fish fry. All
you can eat, $10 for adults, $8
for seniors, $5 for kids, ages
3-13, free for kids under 3, carry
outs, $9 and $10
Contact:734-261-1455, ext. 200
LENTEN DISCIPLINES
Time/Date: 1010-11 a.m. Sun-
day, March 20

Location; Kirk in the Hills, 1340
W. Long Lake Road, Bloomfield
Hills. Sunday series is held in the
refectory; Wednesdays in the St.
Andrew's room

Details: Final program in a
series that explores the meaning
ofLet? .
Contact: 248-626-2515, ext. 117
MEGILLAH
READING/PURIM
CARNIVAL

Time/Date; 3-5 p.m. Sunday,
March 20

Location; Congregation Bet
Chaverim, 321 S. Ridge Road,
Canton

Details: Dress in costume, bring
a box of pasta to use as a Purim
gragger. All pasta will be donat-
ed to Yad Ezra food pantry.
Event will Include a cake walk,
cafe and games. Tickets for
games are $5 for 20 tickets. All
proceeds will go toward future
Congregation Bet Chaverim
programs. Volunteers are need-
ed for set up. clean up and to
make hamentashen and baked
goods

Contact: Michelle Nemeth at
734-905-6396; michelleand-
jim@mac.com

NEW WORSHIP TIME
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday
Location; St. Andrew's Episco-
pal Church, 16360 Hubbard,
Livonia

Contact: 734-421-8451 or stan-
drewslivonia@mi.rr.com
PILGRIMAGE

Time/Date; 8:30 am.-5 p.m.
Wednesday. March 30
Location: Carpool to the Divine
Mercy Center in Clinton Town-
ship from St. John Neumann
parish office, 44800 Warren
Road, Canton.

Details: Cost is $10 and includes
tour and lunch. Deadline to
register is March 23.

Contact: Janet Gtibo at jgii-
bo@wowway.com or Sharlene
Borke at sharborke@gmafl.com

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Time/Date: Registration dead-
line is March 23

Location: Turn in registrations
at St. Raphael, 31500 Beech-
wood, Garden City

Details; Divine Mercy Roman
Catholic Regional School is
accepting registration for pre-
school through eighth grade.
Registration forms are available
at St. Raphael and St. Genevieve
School, 28933 Jamison, Livonia
Contact: 734-425-4420; divine-
mercyregionalschoolin-
fo@gmail.com

SOUP SUPPER,
SPEAKER

Time/Date: 5:30 p.m. Friday,
March 18

Location; Resurrection Catholic
Parish, 48755 Warren Road,
Canton

Details: A meatless meal of
soup and bread isfollowed by
Deacon Paul F. Lippard's dis-
cussion of "Living Lent with
Mercy." Stations of the Cross will
follow. RSVPtothe parish office
Contact: 734-451-0444; resof-
fice@resurrectionparish.net

SUNRISE EASTER
SERVICE

Time/Date; 7:15 a.m. Sunday,
March 27

Location; Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details: Service will be held
outdoors except in extreme
weather conditions. Coffee and
refreshments will be served after
the service. An Easter breakfast
will start at 9 a.m.

Contact: Mary at 248-471-1322
VESPERS

Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday,
March 20-April 17

Location; St. Lazarus Serbian
Orthodox Cathedral Ravanica,
4575 E.Outer Drive, Detroit,
March 20; St. Mary the Pro-
tectress Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral, 21931 Evergreen
Road, Southfield, March 27;
Nativity of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church, 39851
W. Five Mile, Plymouth, April 3;
St. Michael Russian Orthodox
Church, 26375 W. Chicago Road,
Bedford, April 10; and St.
George Antiochian Orthodox
Church, 2160 Maple, Troy, April
17

Details: Members of the Clergy
Brotherhood of St. John Chrysos-
tom of Metropolitan Detroit will
conduct the services. An inter-
Orthodox chorus will sing the
responses

Contact: Olga Liskiwsky at
248-252-8184; Oiga-
liss0910@gmail.com
WIDOWED FRIENDS

Time/Date: 11 a.m. Tuesday,
March 22
Location; AMC Livonia 20,
19500 Haggerty, Livonia

- Details: Movie and lunch at

i’?BZa)hama Breeze. RSVP by March

Contact; Elaine at 734-717-0303

APRIL

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Sunday, April
3

Location; Trinity Episcopal
Church, 28660 LaMuera, Far-
mington Hills

Details; Benefit concert for
Farmington Neighborhood
House features Wayne State
University's Motor City Cabaret.
A free will offering and canned
goods will be collected
Contact: 248-474-2860; trin-
ityfarmingtonbhills.org

CONCERT

Time/Date; 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 16

Location; St. Hugo of the Hills
Catholic Church, Bloomfield
Hills, 2215 Opdyke, Bloomfield
Hills

Details; Features Aeolian Cho-
rale, Carlos Seise, tenor, Quinto
Milito, baritone, Timothy L.
Huth, ars musica doctoris organ,
John Sittard, conductor. Present-
ed by the church and Friends of
the Opera of Michigan. Freewill
offering will be accepted
Contact; 248-644-5460

DEVOTIONS,
SWIECONKA

Time/Date; Starting at 12:30
p.m. Sunday, April 3
Location: St. Colette Catholic
Church, 17600 Newburgh, just
north of Six Mile, Livonia
Details; 12:30 p.m. Mass, 1:20
p.m. exposition of the /Blessed
Sacrament, 1:45-3 p.m. silent
adoration and Sacrament of
Reconciliation, 3 p.m. praying
the Divine Mercy Chaplet and a

n to W

EVANGELICAL

PRESBYTERIAN
40000 Six Mile Road
lagWARD orhe bt

sunday Worship Services
gam. 1 9:30am. | 1lam
4 different music styles from classic to modetn

www.wardchurch.org

spiritual talk, 3:30 p.m. benedic-
tion; followed by Swieconka
Polish Easter meal at 4 p.m.
Menu Includes ham, kielbasa,
potato salad, blessed hard-
boiled eggs, beet horseradish,
rye bread, butter lambs, salad,
babka, lazy perogi, beets,
cheesecake and beverages. Cost
is $15 per person. Meals must be
paid in advance. Send a check or
money order payable to
WSDPAHS, to Laurie A. Go-
mulka, 32040 Grand River Ave.,
Unit #47, Farmington, MI 48336.
Include number of attendees.
Must be received by March 26.
Sponsored by the West Side
Detroit Polish American Histori-
cal Society

Contact; 855-POLONIA; detroit-
polonia.org
MOM-TO-MOM SALE
Time/Date; 8:30 a.m.-l p.m.
Saturday, April 23

Location: Connection Church,
3855 S. Sheldon, Canton
Details; Shop 100 tables of
mom- and child-related items.
Strollers welcome after 10:30
a.m. Admission $2

Contact: 734-397-1777

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY

Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Bedford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

St. Michael the Archangel
Parish

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, leads a
study of Isaiah. Bring your own
Bible

Contact; 734-261-1455, ext 200
or on line at www.livoniast-
michael.org

Faith Community Wesleyan
Time/Date; 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location; 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
Includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazel-
wood at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,
Livonia

Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364
FAMILY MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free meal

Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date: Arabic service. 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and In-
tercession, hymns. Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact; Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at shadeen@tbosm.com
MOMS

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers
of infants through kindergart-
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Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road. Bedford

Details: MOPS is a place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date; 1 p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile. Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date; 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows
Contact: Parish office at 734-
464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

St. Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silently or
aloud together; prayer requests
welcomed.

Contact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information
Recycling

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4p.m. third Sat-
urday of the month

Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details; Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use the
doors on east side of church.
Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Bedford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group is designed for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.
Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve's Family Restaurant
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, V4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Widowed men of all
ages may attend the Widowed
Friends Men's breakfast. This is
an informal "peer" group where
men have an opportunity to
meet with others.

Contact: 313-534-0399

SONG CIRCLE
Congregation Beth Ahm
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m.
every Shabbat

Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services
Lyrics are provided in trans-
literation as well as the original
Hebrew.

Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.
SUPPORT

Apostolic Christian Church
Time/Date; 5a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily

Location: 29667 Wentworth,
Livonia

Details: Adult day care program
at the church's Woodhaven
Retirement Community. Funding
available from T5A, AAA 1-C
Older Americans Act.

Contact; 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

Connection Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton
Details: Celebrate Recovery is a
Christ-centered recovery for all
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care is available for free
Contact: Jonathan@Connec-
tionchurch.info or 248-787-5009
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http://www.wardchurch.org

B11 (*)

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Judy and Mike Campbell show the five flavors of Sweet Sass.

Sharon Dargay

staff Writer

Mike and Judy Campbell of Livonia make a sauce you can
drizzle on eggs, bananas, salad and even ice cream.

You can mix it with tuna patties, slather it on ribs, spread it on
a pizza crust.

_ It can bake with beans, marinade tempeh, stir-fry with veg-
gies.

In fact, the Campbells say their Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce is so
versatile, there are virtually no limits to “sassing up” food.

“Here’s breakfast, lunch, dinner, sides, salad and desserts,”
said Mike Campbell, who makes and bottles the sauce at a li-
censed facility in Redford. “This is not Open Pit. It not Sweet
Baby Ray’s. \Ve are not just a barbecue sauce. We feel like we’re
the new table sauce.

“We are the only flavor sauce, but we’re on the condiment
shelf next to the barbecue sauces and things like that.”

Sweet Sass Foods produces the sauce in five flavors. Straight
Up —the original flavor —Hickory Kick and Chipotle Craze are
sold at Kroger stores in Michigan and Columbus, Ohio. Other
flavors are Habanero Flare and Garlic Fix. The product also is
available at Busch’s, Plum Market, Westborn Market, Zerbos,
Better Health Market and Holiday Market.

Evolving sauce

Sweet Sass production has come a long way since Mike Camp-
bell, who worked for Faygo Beverages, Inc. in the 1980s and 90s,
first began experimenting with sauces.

“I put a couple of sauces together. | was a single father at the
time and my son was young. We created the original Straight Up
sauce. It was one of the things he enjoyed when he came over,”
he said. “We didn't go to market with it. We didn't even name it at
that time. It was our thing.”

Mike Campbell began to share the sauce with family members
and liberally used it with food at a graduation party for his son in
2005. Rave reviews encouraged him to begin researching the
process needed to produce and market the sauce.

“One thing led to another. We changed the recipe because we
had to take out certain things,” said Judy Campbell. “We were
taking butter and fat out.”

“And boy, did I have a lot of sugar in it,” Mike Campbell added.
“We took a lot of it out. We said, let’s try to streamline it to a good
calorie count. That was a big learning process.”

Into stores

By 2009 they tested the sauce at a local restaurant and, enlist-
ing the help of Mike’s son, Dan, and Judy’s sons, Justin and Jason,
began promoting the product at public events, such as Art in the
Park in Plymouth and the Women’s International Show in Novi.

Two years later, they got a call from Kroger.

“Originally they told us you’re going to be in 24 stores and
then the order came and it was for 87,” Mike Campbell recalled.
“It was exciting. We had to deliver to 87 stores in three days.”

By 2013, the Campbells removed high-fructose corn syrup
from the recipe and it was non-GMO verified.

“We have a clean ingredient label. Non-GMO, gluten-free and
no high fructose,” Mike Campbell said. “The first ingredient we
use is apple juice concentrate. That is what gives it the nice
sweetness. 'We've got a little organic honey in there and cinna-
mon.”

The couple sells their sauces at the Maker Faire at The Henry
Ford and at the Greenfield Village farmers market, in addition to
stjpermarkets. Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce costs $4.99 at Kroger
stores.

The newest twist in their product’s evolution is a digital code
on the bottle. Smartphone users scan the code and find several
recipes for the sauce.

Ready to try Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce? Here are a few recipes
to get you started. For more, visit sassipe.com. Check out the
Sweet Sass Facebook page or visit sweetsassfoods.com.

sdargay@hometownlife.com
Download our free apps for iPhone, iPad or Android!
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Mike Campbell cooks with Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce at his home In Livonia.

SHARON DARGAY

Sweet Sass can be mixed with food, such as the tuna patties in the
foreground, or drizzled on dishes, like the salad in the background.

MAYO-FREE TUNA
SANDWICH

Prep time: 10-15 minutes

Cook time: 5-10 minutes

Servings: 4-6

3 cans (5.5-6 ounces in water) of
tuna

2 eggs beaten

Chopped onion to taste

Chopped green pepper to taste

Vicup gluten-free bread crumbs
or gluten-free instant oatmeal

2 tablespoons Sweet Sass Flavor
Sauce -Straight Up

Giuten-free hamburger bun,
bread, English muffins or waffle

Lettuce

1tablespoon olive oil

6 slices muenster cheese

Drain tuna and add to a bowl

with egg, onion, green pepper,
bread crumbs, and Sweet Sass -
Straight Up. Mix well

Transfer mixture to a medium-

sized cooking pan, coated with olive
oil. Cook over medium heat for 5-10
minutes, stirring every minute or so.
Add tuna to a bun layered with a
slice of muenster cheese. Press down
firmly. Top with lettuce and drizzle
with some Sweet Sass - Straight Up
or Flavor Sauce of choice.

FRIED BANANAS

2 bananas

1cup coconut oil

2 eggs

1cup gluten-free flour, such as
coconut flour

2 tablespoons cinnamon

Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce «Stright
Up for drizzling

In a medium-sized bowl combine
coconut flour and cinnamon.

In a separate bowl, add eggs and
stir. Cut bananas into y4-/2-inch
pieces. Place in egg bowl and mix.
In a medium-sized pot, heat
coconut oil over medium-high
temperature. Take the bananas out
of the eggs and mix into the flour
bowl afew at atime. Place them
Into the heated coconut oil and
cook for 2-5 minutes or until golden
brown. Take them out of the oil and
leave them on a plate to cool. Driz-
zle with Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce -
Straight Up.
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CHIPOTLE SCRAMBLE

Prep time: 10 minutes

Cook time: 30 minutes

Servings: 4-5

5 red potatoes

1green bell pepper

16yellow onion

4 eggs

1tablespoon chili powder

vitablespoon garlic powder

Yiteaspoon coconut oil

4 tablespoons Sweet Sass Flavor
Sauce « Chipotle

Boil potatoes in a large pot of
water for 20 minutes or until tender.
While potatoes are boiling, cut bell
pepper and onion into long strips.
Saute over medium heat in a cook-
ing pan coated with coconut oil.
Add chili powder, garlic powder and
Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce. Mix and
continue to saute.

In a separate pan, scramble four
eggs. Add scrambled eggs to the
veggies pan. Saute for 2 more min-
utes. Serve.

SOUTHWESTERN
SALAD

Prep time: 5-10 minutes

1-2 cups of mixed greens

Vicup cooked corn
cup cooked black beans

1cup shredded chicken

w» cup sliced onions

yeup shredded Monterey Jack
cheese

Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce- Chipotle
Craze used as dressing

Combine all ingredients in a
bowl. Sass it up with Cipotle Craze
and enjoy.

HICKORY KICK
CHICKEN PIZZA

Prep time: 10 minutes
Bake time: 20 minutes

Vi bottle of Sweet Sass Flavor
Sauce - Hickory Kick

Pre-made gluten-free pizza crust

I6cup chopped red onion

Chicken (as much as you want)

1cu? of shredded Vermont

Cilantro for taste

Spread Sweet Sass Flavor Sauce
over pizza crust. Garnish with top-
pings. Bake according to the pack-
aged pizza crust instructions.
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015 Sllverado Crew Cab 1 LT4« 4 VEPAYOLR

MSRP $44,400 SALESTAX
tartingas lowas CNFEVAINNG

130,598 OISNOCRS

mFront Bucket Seats with Heated Seat Cushions
" Powerful 4.3L V6 Engine

m6 Speed Automatic Transmission

mAll Star Edition

' Trailing Package

' Rear Vision Camera

mRemote Start Save over $12,000 Off MSRP
2016 Cruze 2016 Silverado Double Cab

Stock Number

LTZ Lim ited tET e
MSRP $39,925
MSRP $26,945 STARTING
ESTARLON' "\ES AS LOWAS
$31,899
*21,396
Powerful 4.3L
' 6 Speed Automatic ECOTEC3 V6 Engine
Transmission Stock Number B Speed Automatic Stack Number
' 1.4L Turbo Engine 16000 Transmission
' Power Sunroof n O GVW Rating of 2100 LBS
' Navigation with 2” Color IH | oN/MU 4 wheei Anti Lock Brakes W
Touchscreen Radio 24NbLeasewith$0 connwith Lease Gonopest ar$999 Duai Stage Frontai & Side 24 Nblease withLease Gonopest arLease Loyelty
' RearVision Camera Doanwith Lease Loyaity. Previous Derrorstrator Mick impact Airbags Previos Courtesy \ehide aorax 3,000 rriles

2016 Equinox FIVD 2016 Malibu

L T ~

MSRP $22,680 MSRP $25,895
STARTING STARTING
AS LOWAS AS LOWAS
*21,517 *22,633
2.4L DCEIC 4 Cyl Engine All New Design
6 Speed Automatic Stock Number Powerful 1.5LDOHC Stock Number
Transmission 1619 Turbo Engine

OnStar/XM Satellite =l ™ * 6 Speed Automatic H j 5 -8- /unak
Radio HH 5\] 9 /MO Transmission

RearVision Camera 24 Vb Lease with $0 down with Lease Conquest Remote Keyless Entry 24 M Lease with $0 down with Lease Conquest

2" Touch Screen Radio or $999 Down with Lease Loyalty Power Windows/Locks or $999 Down with Lease Loyalty
2016 Traverse .. . 2017 VOLT 5 Door
MSRP $34,555
MSRP $32,650 STARTING
STARTING AS LOWAS
AS LOWAS 31 092
* 1
25,834 * Rated at 106 MPGe
. 8 Passenger Seating \gllth a 4/21(())0C(());n0b|ned Vehicle Range
) e 8year ,
M 36LV6 Englne Stack Number Stock Number
¢ 6 Speed Automatic Tol Battery Warranty #1200

« StabilTrak Stability

Transmission W2 UO 9 isjnale Control System 2 6 8
* 8 Way Power Drivers seat $ Y /W

¢ Remote Start with
* 5 Year OnStar with 24 Mb Lease with $0 down with Lease Conquest Keuless Entru

36 Mo lease with $999 down with Lease
Automatic Crash Response or $999 Down with Lease Loyalty

. 8" Color Touch Screen ‘mease Loyalty

serrachevrolet.com / find roads / complete

CHEVROLET
W& are the LOWER payment dealer ’ oo VAT

Open Late for your Convenience
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 AM- 9:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM-6:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM-4:00 PM HP24/7 AT

SHRABRAETCM

m ON TELEGRAPH « NORTH OF 1-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.COM 1888.221.0281

All applicable rebates have been included in the Starting As Low As Prices & Payments. Ail payments are plus Tax, Title, Plate, Doc & CVR fees. To use the Competitive Lease Incentive with the GM Employee Discount the
lease must mature within 365 days of the new vehicle delivery date or be terminated at delivery. Prices & Payments are based on approved credit with Al or A * tier approval. The GMEMPLOYEE & ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBER
DISCOUNT is required for all vehicles and all lease payments are calculated with 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee may be required at lease turn in. A security deposit may be required and the pictures of the vehicles
may not represent the actual sale vehicle, you must take delivery by Saturday March 19th, 2016. The published Vehicle Pricing & Payments are limited to the posted Stock Numbers, while supplies last. See Dealer for final
details. 0% for 60 Month Is available with approved credit on Select Models and is white supplies last, limited quantities are available at advertised prices.



