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Wayne seeks grant to add firefighters

LeAnne Rogers
staff Writer

Wayne is applying for feder-
al funding to hire six additional
firefighters for two years.

The Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response
grant, administered through
the FEMA, would pay the en-
tire costs for the added fire-
fighters. At the end of two
years, the city is not required
to hire the firefighters.

“We applied for this before
and were denied last year. We

received great feedback why
(it wasn’t approved) from the
feds,” City Manager Lisa Noce-
rini said. “I’'ve been working
with the firefighting team on
the application.”

Currently, Wayne has only
12 firefighters due to budget
cuts and shares the contract of
Fire Chief Michael Reddy with
Westland. Through the merged
Wayne-Westland Fire Depart-
ment, Westland provides the
command structure and cler-
ical staff for the two depart-
ments.

“We feel six firefighters is
appropriate. They would be
fully paid for two years under
the grant,” Nocerini said. “We
would have no obligation, but if
firefighters retire or leave, we
would consider keeping them.”

This is only the application
phase, she said. If the grant is
approved, the city council
would have to officially accept
it.

Westland was able to hire 13
firefighters after receiving a
SAFER grant last fall.

Faced with a $2 million

structural deficit, Wayne is
asking to join the South Ma-
comb Oakland Regional Ser-
vices Authority to generate
additional funding for fire and
police services. SMORSA cur-
rently has two member com-
munities, Eastpointe and Hazel
Park.

The SMORSA board will
call for an ballot question on
adding Wayne, likely at the
August primary election. It
would need to be approved by
a majority of voters in three
cities combined to go forward.

Volunteers are gearing up for the Westland Wayne 2016 Relay for Life.

Westland Wayne Relay for
Life kicks off for 2016

LeAnne Rogers
staff Writer

After officially kicking off Wednes-
day, the Westland Wayne Relay for Life
has some goals for the 2016 event —
getting 400 people to participate, 75
cancer survivors and caregivers to
attend and raising more than $64,000.

“This season, we have a lofty set of
goals. More than $4.3 billion have been
invested in cancer research — more
than any other private nonprofit in the
U.S.” event chairwoman Carol Nelius
said. “Locally, 620 rides to and from
treatment were provided to patients.
There were 173 Look Good, Feel Better
programs.”

Relay teams raise funds before and
during the event, committing to have
volunteers walking throughout the
night to symbolize that cancer never
sleeps.

This year’s theme is Dr. Seuss’ Col-
ors of Cancer. Each team will decorate
in honor of a type of cancer. The kick-

off, held at Westland City Hall, featured

Dr, Seuss characters and books in the
decorations.

Cancer survivor Laurie Littleton
spoke about her 2008 breast cancer
diagnosis, being assured that her dis-
ease was low risk if she followed her
treatment. Despite assurances, Little-
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A display at the kickoff for the 2016 Westland
Wayne Relay for Life American Cancer Society
fundraiser.

ton found a lump in her breast in 2009
and was diagnosed a second time, only
her doctor humored her with testing
since she wasn’t yet due for another
mammogram.

“I had a double mastectomy, then the
extra step of chemotherapy, | was still
wondering, ‘Why me?”’she said. “I was
a mom with four young kids. | had no
risk factors, A friend said that cancer
doesn’t discriminate.”

Cancer needs to be stopped, said
Littleton, whose father was diagnosed
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with liver cancer and died in 2013.

At Relay for Life, she said her 11-
year old daughter raises funds with a
lemonade stand, while her other daugh-
ters sell hot dogs and her son always
stays all night during the event.

“This is so others won* have to live
with a new normal. Go in for a colonos-
copy and other screenings,” Littleton
said. “Eat healthy and exercise. Dont
let cancer win.”

Relay for Life is a life-changing
event, said Meriem Kadi, who is han-
dling publicity. “It helps us remember
loved ones who are lost and fight back
against disease,” she said. “The survi-
vors are the real stars of relay, our
heroes of hope.”

The annual American Cancer Society
fundraiser will be held Saturday and
Sunday, June 4-5, in Westland’s Tattan
ParkAVestland Farmers Market.

For more information, go to
www.relayforlife.orgAVestland
WayneMI or www.Facebook.com/
RFLWestlandWayneM|I. Or stop by the
organizing meeting at 6:15 p.m. TTies-
day, March 8, at St. Theodore Church on
Wayne Road,
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Strictly a funding mecha-
nism, membership in SMORSA
would require Wayne to levy 14
mills for public safety, the
same funding level in the other
two communities. There has
been some discussion that like
Hazel Park, Wayne wouldnt
need the full amount and could
look at reducing its charter
operating miUage to offset the
new millage.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

Clerk offers
free lunch for
voter turnout

prediction

LeAnne Rogers
staff Writer

Before an election, its pret-
ty standard to ask the clerk for
a prediction about how many
voters will show up to cast
their ballots.

In his first election since
becoming Westland City Clerk,
Richard LeBlanc has taken to
Facebook to offer a free lunch
with the clerk for the person
who comes closest to the actual
number of voters at Thesday’s
presidential primary.

“The fact is that for this
election, I waive the opportuni-
ty to weigh in due to the con-
test,” said LeBlanc, who took
office Jan. 1

As a party presidential pri-
mary — voters have to declare

See CLLRK. Page A2

Best Buy
shoplifting

suspects
sought

Westland Police are looking
for two suspects wanted in
connection with multiple retail
frauds from the Best Buy on
Central City Parkway.

During the thefts, the sus-
pects entered the store, select-
ed multiple items and ran
outside to a waiting vehicle
without attempting to pay for
the merchandise. The vehicles
used in the incidents have
been described as a dark gray
or silver Pontiac G6 or a silver
Saturn lon. The thefts have

See SUSPECTS, Page A2

WESTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
One of two suspects Westland
Police are looking for in connection
with shoplifting incidents at Best
Buy.
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Donation made to library
iIn memory of Medvecky

A more than $4,000
donation has been made
to the Wayne Library in
memory of late former
director Paulette Med-
vecky.

The $4,335 donated
by family and friends of
Medvecky, who died in
December at 65 after a
battle with cancer, was
specifically earmarked
for the purchase of
books.

The Wayne City
Council had to approve
a budget amendment to
accept the funds, since
there had been no line
item in the library bud-
get for book purchases.

Although she had
retired as library direc-
tor, Medvecky retired to

Mevecky

work as the library’s
part-time co-director.

“This is a sad item
for me. 1 was friends
with Paulette for 25
years,” Clerk Matthew
Miller said before read-
ing the agenda item.
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Service Project puts focus o

hunger locally, world

Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Teamwork’ the key to
success for the upcoming
Greater Plymouth Ser-
vice Project.

“Its about all ofus as a
community that are com-
ing together for a service
project,” steering com-
mittee member Nick
Schultz said of the Sat-
urday, May 7, event at the
Plymouth Arts & Recrea-
tion Complex in down-
town Plymouth.

Organizers are focus-
ing their efforts on Kids
Against Hunger, with
plans to work three shifts
that day, two hours each,
on an assembly line to
pack meals. Schultz in a
recent interview showed
the bag which contains
six meals, feeding those
six people at 28 cents per
meal.

Schultz, a Plymouth
Township resident, tipped
his hat to David Siegrist,
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totaled more than $1,500.
The first suspect is

described as a white

male approximately

CLERK
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a party preference to get
their ballot —it’s not an
election that will draw as
many voters as Novem-
ber.

“I like to engage with
folks in a positive way on
Facebook. I’'m not hear-
ing anything negative,”
LeBlanc said. “And it
might cause someone to
say, T need to get outand
vote.”

Westland has 60,625
registered voters; 4,450
absentee voter ballots
have been sent to resi-
dents and 3,136 ballots
have been returned. At

invited to an...
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chairofthe Community
Foundation of Plymouth.
Siegrist is also active in

Kiwanis and a certified

public accountant.

“It was really his
brainchild to open this up
to everybody,” Schultz
said of Siegrist. Schultz,
whose family had owned
a local manufacturing
business, serves as foun-
dation president for the
Rotary Club of Plymouth
AM.

Donations are wel-
come now for the anti-
hunger initiative and may
be directed to the Com-
munity Foundation of
Plymouth, CFP-GPSP,
P.0, Box 700866, Ply-
mouth, M1 48170.

Many clubs,
participants
“Itencompasses a lot
ofthe service clubs and
foundations,” Schultz said
ofthe May 7 event at
PARC. Those include:
Plymouth-Canton Com-

30-40 years old, 6 feet
taU weighing about 200
pounds. He is wearing
jeans and a black shirt.
In one theft he is wear-
ing a black knit cap, the
other shows that he is
bald.

The second suspect is

the last presidential pri-
mary election in Febru-
ary 2012, there was a
13.82-percent turnout.

Enter the contest on
LeBlanc’s Facebook page
and make your guess for
how many people will
vote in the primary Ries-
day as a comment. The
deadline is noon Hiesday
and you don't have to be
a Westland resident to
enter.

There is one entry per
Facebook friend and
entries posted after noon
election day won't be
counted. LeBlanc wUl
have a list of local restau-
rants from which the

munity Schools, local
Rotary Clubs and their
high school arm of Inter-
act, local Kiwanis Clubs
and their high school
component of Key Club,
Plymouth Lions, Ply-
mouth-Canton Jaycees,
churches including Our
Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic, business repre-
sentatives and others.
Organizers asked
themselves, “Why don’t
we open this up forevery-
body?” Schultz said.
Those from nearby com-
munities are welcome to
join the effort.
Volunteer inquiries
are welcome at the Ply-
mouth Community Cham-
ber of Commerce, 850 W.
Ann Arbor Trail, Ply-
mouth, M1 48170. The
chamber phone is 734-
453-1540 and Douglas
Wallace, director of
Membership Develop-
ment for the chamber, is
that contact. (Volunteers
can reference Greater

described as a white
male approximately 25
years old, 5 feet 6 to 5
feet 9 inches, weighing
about 130 pounds. He is
wearing a white sweat-
shirt jacket with red
stripes on the sleeves,
white pants and gray

winner can select.

If more than one per-
son selects the same
winning number, Le-
Blanc said he will make a
reservation for a larger
table.

Wayne

Over in Wayne, City
Clerk Matthew Miller
said he hopes to se« a
10-percent turnout for
the election. Wayne has
about 12,000 registered
voters.

“We have 500 a osentee
ballots returned; i.sually
we have permanent ab-
sentee b~ ots,” Miller
said.
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Plymouth Service Project
/May 7.)

In addition to funding,
“the second major com-
ponent is going to be
volunteers because many
hands make light work.
We’re talking hundreds of
volunteers,” Schultz said.
“The more the merrier.
We have groups from
everywhere coming to-
gether. We're all inclu-
sive. This is all volun-
teers.”

There’s a tentative
goal of 200,000-plus meals
to be packaged May 7,
with three packaging
shifts: 8:30-11 a.m.; 10:30
a.m. to 1p.m.; and 12:30-3
p.m. Those include a
half-hour at the start for
training, including san-
itation.

“We’re going to have
16 assembly lines,” he
said, with 12-20 volun-
teers on each. Organizers
are also looking atenter-
tainment to help make the
day fun.

tennis shoes.

Anyone who can help
identify either suspect is
asked to contact the
Westland Police Depart-
ment at 734-722-9600 or
Sgt. Ron Buckley at 734-
467-3194.

Some voters aren’t
happy with being re-
quired to declare wheth-
er they want a Demo-
cratic or Republican
ballot for the presidential
primary.

“They feel there
should be voter privacy,
but we are complying
with the law,” MiUer said.
“Itsa primary, so you
have to declare for what
ballot you will get.”

The polls will be open
from 7a.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday,

Irogers@hometownHfe.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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Figure skaters convene March 11-12 for
competition hosted by Garden City club

The Garden City Fig-
ure Skating Club will
host the 37th annual
Figure Skating Competi-
tion at Garden City’s
Civic Arena March 11-12.
Skaters representing 28
figure skating clubs will
convene to compete for
the gold.

The Civic Arena will
welcome visitors from
Michigan, Ohio and Can-

Korean War vet named Veteran of

Don MacKinnon, a
Korean War veteran from
Livonia, was honored as
the March 2016 "Veteran
of the Month” by the Sons
of the American Legion
Squadron of the Myron H.
Beals American Legion
Post 32 in Livonia.

MacKinnon served in
the Navy from 1952-56.
Raised in Detroit, he was
the youngest of five sons.
He was a teenager attend-
ing St, Gregory High
School when the Korean
War broke out and upon
graduation he knew it
wouldn’t be long before
his number was called for
the draft.

His four brothers were
inthe service (three in
the Navy, one in the
Army). He knew that if he
was drafted he would be
assigned the Army so at
age 19 he went downtown
to the Navy recruiting
office and signed up.

MacKinnon was in-
ducted in March and sent
to Great Lakes, near Chi-
cago, for basic training.
He was then sent to the
Bainbridge Naval Train-
ing Center at Port Depos-
it, Md., where he was
trained for his position as
yeoman with his main
function to handle mail.
Immediately after train-
ing, MacKinnon was as-
signed to the Navy Am-
phibious Force and sent

ada. “We are excited to
see so many skaters
from clubs outside of
Michigan, as well as
from cities in Michigan
like Canton, Dearborn,
Farmington Hills, Grand
Rapids, Plymouth, De-
troit, Birmingham, Bur-
ton, Westland, Taylor and
Novi,” said Katie Saile,
president of GCFSC.
“Our annual competition

is not only our biggest
fundraiser, butit’s also a
great opportunity to
show off our community
to visitors.”

Skaters from GCFSC
competing in this year’s
competition include
Shelby Baker, Kelsey
Baker, Rebecaa Bock-
stanz, Brittany Brown,
Emma Carlton, Cassidy
Fulton, Casey Hebert,

SUBMITTED

Don MacKinnon of Livonia, a Korean War veteran, was named

the March Veteran of the Month.

to San Diego, Calif.,
where he boarded the
U.S.S. Eldorado and in
January 1953 set sail for
Korea,

There U.S.S. Eldorado
sailed to Pusan (Busan) in
the southeast of South
Korea, to Inchon in the
northwest of South Korea
in support of U.N. troops

fighting the North Kore-
ans. During this tour, they
assisted the Japanese
government during the
floods at Fukuoka. They
also directed Operation
Little Switch and Opera-
tion Big Switch during
the closing days of the
war and after the war by
transporting Chinese and

Alexis Johnson, Abigail
Kilbury, Alisha SaUe and
Kayla Wallet,

Tfhe competition be-
gins at 5:20 p.m. Friday,
March 11, and will fea-
ture 12 events that eve-
ning, ending at 8 p.m.
The competition opens at
9:55 a.m. Saturday,
March 12, and will fea-
ture 50 events that day,
ending at 6:15 p.m..

the Month

Korean prisoners of war
from Cheju-do and Koje-
doislands to the port of
Inchon for repatriation.

“We gave them new
clothes, boots and a blan-
ket but many of the pris-
oners did not want to go
back and we had to use
fire hoses to force them
from the boats,” MacKin-
non recalled.

Afterthe war ended in
QOctober 1953, MacKinnon
was reassigned to the
Military Air Transport
Service (MATS) at Hick-
ham Naval Air Force
Base in Honolulu, Hawaii.

After his discharge in
1956, he returned to De-
troit and bounced around
at various jobs until land-
ing a job at Wesley Quak-
er Maid Ice Cream Com-
pany. He was also mar-
ried in 1963, moved to
Livonia and has one son.
He retired in 1996 after
30years service with
Wesley and isa member
of Post 32.

The S.A.L. invites local
residents to attend their
monthly meetings to
listen to the Veteran of
the Month. The pubUc is
also encouraged and to
nominate veterans to be
honored at its meetings.
Nomination forms can be
picked up at the Amer-
ican Legion Hall, 9318
Newburgh Road, Livonia,
M1 48150.

“Anyone interested in
seeing some great skat-
ing is encouraged to
attend,” Saile said. Ad-
mission for spectators is
free. Events include
freestyle, ice dancing
and basic skills pro-
grams and include skat-
ers ranging in age from
7 to adult.

The GCFSC provides
the Learn To Skate Basic

REDFORD

Police seek thief

Redford Police are
searching for a black
male age 35-45 in con-
nection with a burglary
at the All Star Beauty
Supply on Telegraph
early Wednesday morn-
ing.

According to police
reports, the suspect
smashed in the store’s
window with a large
rock, bolted inside and
then stole two cash reg-
isters containing an
undisclosed amount of
money. The man is de-
scribed as being 5 feet,
10 inches to 6 feet tall
and 200-220 pounds.
Video of the incident
reviewed by police in-
dicated that the suspect
was wearing a light-
colored winter hat, dark
winter jacket, possibly
blue jeans and what
appeared to be large,
shiny earrings.

The incident oc-
curred shortly after
midnight Wednesday.
Police believe the sus-
pect used an early 1990s
Buick Regal to flee the
scene.

Shots fired

More than a half-
dozen shots were fired
Wednesday afternoon
into a home in the 16500
block of MacArthur
Street without injuring

. -MONTH ..
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Skills program, includ-
ing the annual Ice Show
being held May 6-7 at
Garden City Civic Arena.
Currently, more than 40
skaters are involved in
the program, from age 3
to adult. The mission of
the GCFSC is to teach
skaters to become cham-
pions on the ice and in
life.

COP CALLS

either occupant.
Aresident of the
home said he was stand-
ing in the kitchen when
he heard the shots. Upon
arrival, officers noted
bullet holes in a bed-
room window. Police
found shell casings on
an adjacent sidewalk.

Gun stolen

A firearm was re-
ported stolen late
Wednesday morning
from a home in the
18600 block of Negaunee
Street. Aresident of the
home told police she
was moving her step-
son and that his friends
had helped. The gun, a
9mm Ruger, went miss-
ing after the move.

Drugs found

Police arrested a man
for possession of con-
trolled substances in-
cluding heroin and mar-
ijuana Monday after-
noon in the 24700 block
of Schoolcraft Road.

The man was driving
westbound on School-
craft when he cut in
front of a police offi-
cer’s vehicle. Police
subsequently stopped
the vehicle and upon a
search later at the town-
ship police station found
the illicit drugs.

Compiled from police reports
by Scott Daniel.
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Livonia hosts kindergarten

Livonia Public Schools is
ready to roll out the red carpet
forkindergarten students who
are enrolled to start their edu-
cational journey in LPS in the
fall.

The district is hosting kin-
dergarten information meet-
ings March 9 at all lower ele-
mentary schools. This meeting
is for new and prospective
kindergarten families. A sec-
ond student-centered meeting
will take place at all lower
elementary schools June 1

The Kindergarten Parent
Information meetings will be
held 6-7 p.m. Wednesday,
March 9, at all K4 schools. The
meetings are designed to give
parents all ofthe information
they will need, to get their
student off to a great start in
LPS. Items covered will in-
clude aprogram overview,
details ontransportation and
food service, a building tour
and a question-and-answer
session.

For students who are not yet
registered for kindergarten,
on-site registration will be
available. Those parents should
go to livoniapublicschools.org/
registration for a list of docu-

Wayne Memorial JROTC set for national leadership

After advancing through
two phases of online competi-
tion, the Wayne Memorial High
School JROTC Leadership
Team composed of coach SFC
Stanley Lewis and cadets Ma-
kayla Carpenter, lan Baker,
Ryan Carney, Jeremy Harper,
Denisia Thompson and Saman-
tha Tillman will compete in
person at the championship
event in Washington, D.C,

The 2016 Army JROTC
Leadership Bowl Champi-
onship will be held June 24-28
on the campus of The Catholic
University of America. This
event is sponsored by the
Army JROTC and is conducted
by College Options Foundation.

Careers

EDUCATION

mentation needed to register.

Superintendent Andrea
Oquist said Livonia Public
Schools officials are “thrilled"
to welcome incoming kinder-
garten families.

“We are excited to welcome
our new kindergarten families
to Livonia Public Schools on
March 9,” Oquist said. “Our
staff has worked hard to pre-
pare aprogram thatis de-
signed especially for kinder-
garten parents. We are hoping
that all of our Class of 2029
families will take this opportu-
nity to learn about the amazing
world of kindergarten in Livo-
nia schools. The evening will
include a curriculum overview
and a chance to meet our teach-
ers, tour the schools and learn
about a kindergarten day here
in LPS.”

Families who are new to the
district can immediately notice
the renovations that are taking
place at the schools, from the
$195 million bond issue that
was approved by the communi-
ty in 2013. Schools are receiv-
ing top-to-bottom improve-
ments in building infrastruc-
ture, security, technology and
more.

Baker Carney

The Wayne Memorial
JROTC team earned top scores
out of the 1,378 Army JROTC
teams that competed from
around the world and placed
first in the region of 7th Bri-
gade (Michigan, Indiana, Ohio,
Kentucky and Tennessee).

The team is one of only 40
Army JROTC Leadership Bowl

Livonia Public Schools officials host kindergarten meetings Wednesday.

“We are extremely proud of
the renovations that are hap-
pening at our schools and we
hope our new families can feel

Harper

teams in the nation to advance
to the National Leadership
Bowl competition, which in-
cludes an all-expense paid trip
to the championship event in
D.C. During the two fast-paced
preliminary rounds, cadets
were tested on their knowl-
edge of current events, leader-
ship values and leadership

our sense of pride, not only in
our brick and mortar, but also
in our highly qualified, caring
staff at all of our schools,”

Thompson Tillman

The JROTC Leadership &
Academic Bowl is a nationally
recognized competition cre-
ated exclusively for JROTC
students. By participating,
cadets learn the values of citi-
zenship, academic competition
and college opportunity. The
competition creates tremen-

BRAD KADRICH, EDITOR
BKADRICH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
734-678-2386

FACE800K: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

meetings

Oquist said.

For more information, go to
livoniapublicschools.org or call
734-744-2522.

bow

dous opportunities for JROTC
cadets by allowing them to
demonstrate leadership and
academic abilities.

College Options Foundation
is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to enriching the
academic development of high
school students and assisting
them in their preparation for
higher education. Using aca-
demic competitions, college
exam study guides, college
admissions tutorials and per-
sonalized counseling, College
Options Foundation has assist-
ed the nation’s JROTC cadets
worldwide for more than a
decade.

CKeck out these excltiag
career opportunities!

For even more
opportunities see our
"award winning”
classified section!

To place your ad here A coatact us at careers@hometowaiife.comor call 1-800-579-7355

General

soles

new beginnings.

Engineering &IT

CAO/OETAILER
Contractors Steel Compony in
Livonia Is seeking a Cad/Detoiler.
Good moth and communication
skills are required. Applicants
must be functional in Sigmanest
Version 8. We offer a competitive
pay and benefit package for the
right qualified individual
Please send your resume marked
"Ll CAD to: hr29contractorssteel
com or fox 734752-3919.

General

quick learners. SIO/hr. No exo needed.

Must hove own vehicle

Concrete Finishers & Laborers
Canton area. dennvbyeOwowwov.com
734-216-3885 or 734-216-4581

DRIVERS, RIGGERS,
DETAILERS & YARD HELP
Full-Time. Reliable Team Players.
Apply Wonderland Marine West,
96 E. Grand River, Howell

Beative Hisdeger m
Island House, Mackinac Islond, M 1.
Syears accommodations manage-
ent experience required. Oversee
Slafl of 15. $650-$800 per week DOE,
housing provided 401 (k). Seasonal
osition Moy - October.
www.tneislandhouse.com
1 (906) 847-7196

JOB FAIR
Walnut Creek Country Club
25501 Johns Rood, South Lyon
Thurs., 3/10, 6-8pm. Sot., 3/12, 11-
3pm. Servers, Server Attendonts,
Expediters. Kitchen Stoff, Outside
Golf and Course Maintenonce Stoff

Manufacturing Quolity Inspestor
Competitive Salary & Benefits

PICLLC19940gmail.com
OPERATORS/
LABORERS

CDL A preferred
Aspholt poving,

grading, & concrete

experience needed.
Must poss o physicol & drug test
Union Woges. Apply in person at:
4755 Old Plonk Rd. Milford 4881

1852 G rill Room and Mary's Bistro
Mockinoc Island, M1. Oversee line
and staff of 9 BA preferred. Mini-
mum of 8 yeors prior experience
$625 to_$850 per week DOE, housing
rovided Seasonal position
OV - October. (906) 847-7196

www.theislQndhouse.com

SUPERINTENDENT
requires experience in sealcoating,
cracksealing & osphalt potching
DRIVERS/LABORERS
CDL A or B (w/tonk endorsement)
Must pass 0 Physical & drug test
at:

T&M ghall Sealcoaung Inc.
A ot Blomic R Malfo v Wi
48381 or coll Don at 248-529-2462

dystems Engineer
Wanted i

n Troy, Mlchl?an for design,

of new and existing powertroin.
driveline, and chassis products
including hcuslngs ond main shafts
nd résume to
Chiiting Crawlord
Human Resources Generalist
Mogna Powertrain of Americo, Inc
5 Big Beaver Rd
Troy, M1 48083

Healthcare-Dental

DENTAL ASSISTANT

In need of an experienced dental
rgical assistant
periodontal/implant practice
Radiology certification required
Full-Time. Benefits
some Saturday's required
Farmington Hills oreo
Resumes moy be emailed to

korenf.ploOgm
or contact Karen at 248 851 1034

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST

Looking for a full time receptionist
to ioin our periodontol/implont
. ove previous
denioi receé)l\cnlst experience
Benefits. Some Soturdoy's re-
quired. Formington Hills, area
Resumes may be emalled to
karenf.pioOgmoil.c
or contact Karen at 2468511034

Front Desk/Admissions
Team Rehabilitation has full-time
Front Desk Admissions positions at
our Brighton and Northvllle
locations.We hove been voted a top
workplace in Metro Detroit for the
post six yeors. We ore 0 growing
compony, offering com petitive
salary, excellent benefit package
and bonuses. Apply online at

www.teom-re

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Time Phlebotomy skills
required. Experience is a must for
Livonio Internal Medicine office
Em ail: gimi25130yohoo.com

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Porttime experience preferred
Farmington Hills oreo
Fax resume to 734-261-0775

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGER
Internal Medicine office In Troy
exp. with Bachelor's
degree in business, management or
heolth core management preferred
le for overoH op

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Port time experience preferred
Farmington Hills area
Fox resume to 734-261-0775

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIO INIST
Experience Is 0 mus
Livonis Tnterngl Mediame office
Emoil: gimi2sI39yahoo.com

RECEPTIONIST
Full Time and Port Time
Medical practice seeks energetic
professionals with experience for
our Troy office. Are you a friendly,
timely, experienced and a
ulti-task?
Fox resume
248 a-0575"

Sales-Marketing

INSIDE SALES PERSON
For window monutocturer in
South Lyon. Email resume to
chorlie9pullumwindow.com

ABC WAREHOUSE
NOW HIRING
CANTON LOCATION
Immediate Sales Positions
Molor/Smoll Appliance,
Audlo/Video Soles. Highest
commission, Full medical benefits,
401K, Profit shoring, Employee
discount. Full training
Apply in person (Mon-Tues)
See Monogement 10am-6om
43435 Ford Road
Canton Twp., M| 48187

FIND A

CAR

Wen'tdpvarted isanugat
natte; yauvatafe, effedive
veytoreech oclfiec lacel
s

Trtswyadatsrgin
treQmave &aoortric essfiech
istresduionnoeengdoastun
o]
wentrevart resits

HOME

JO B
For ratesard decanart infonatian
dl aedarhddu desrgs
oy
Lis Yor Qurirg InRirt &Qriire
far QeloaRid

BOAT

GARAGE i .
TreQmanvea &aooartric esdfiecs
SALE inprints arire

phone

800-579-7355

fax
313-496-4968

email

TICKET

COUCH

TABLET

oeQds8hometownlife.coin
Check outthe

classified ads online

everyday. hometownlife.coiTi

Got tough shoes to till?
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Attempted theft of
condoms, other items
reported at Walmart

David Veselenak
staff Writer

Pretty sure last
Wednesday didnt end
as well as one shopper
at a Livonia Walmart
would have hoped,

Livonia police were
called Wednesday after-
noon to the Walmart at
29574 Seven Mile on the
report of a retail fraud
that had allegedly taken
place. When police ar-
rived, they spoke to a
store employee. That
employee said the sus-
pect, a 35-year-old man
from Detroit, was seen
on security cameras in
the health care depart-
ment.

He was seen in the
family planning aisle
when he was seen se-
lecting a box of con-
doms, a vibrating ring
and some lubricant
from the shelf. He took
them to the purse de-
partment, where they
were concealed in his
pockets, according to
police.

Later, he was then
seen by store employ-

ees going to the cologne
area and selecting two
packages of cologne. He
concealed the bottles in
his pocket and discard-
ed the packaging on the
ground inside the store,
according to police.

The man then at-
tempted to leave the
store without paying for
the items believed to be
in his pockets, but was
stopped by a store em-
ployee after he passed
all points of purchase.

He was taken to the
loss prevention office
and detained until po-
lice arrived, who issued
him a retail fraud cita-
tion when they got
there. Associates at
Walmart indicated they
would prosecute for
retail fraud.

All the merchandise
concealed by the man,
totaling about $70 value,
was recovered, accord-
ing to police.

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: QDavidVeselenak
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il would let religious leaders talk politics

State Sen. Patrick
Colbeck, R-Canton, in-
troduced legislation
Wednesday that would
protect the right of pas-
tors and religious leaders
to speak openly about
political matters.

“Just because some-
one preaches from the
pulpit does not mean that
they should lose their
right to free speech,”
Colbeck said.

Under current Michi-
gan election law, priests,
pastors, curates or other
officers of a religious
society are barred from

influenc-
ing Amer-
ica’selec-
tion proc-
ess; they
are not
allowed
under
current
law to
advise congregants and
constituents on voting
and policy issues, without
the threat of criminal
prosecution.

“This stands in strong
contradiction to the
rights outlined in both the
U.S. and Michigan consti-

Colbeck

tutions,” Colbeck said.
“The First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution
clearly outlines the right
to free exercise of reli-
gion for aU people; ‘Con-
gress shall make no law
respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise
thereof..” And Article 1,
Section 4 of the Michigan
Constitution states the
following: ‘Every person
shall be at liberty to wor-
ship God according to the
dictates of his own con-
science, ,., The civil and
political rights, privi-

leges and capacities of no
person shall be dimin-
ished or enlarged on
account of his religious
belief.”

Senate Bill 832 would
affirm the rights of pas-
tors and religious leaders
to free speech and free
exercise of religion un-
der the First Amend-
ment, rights that all U.S.
citizens should be able to
enjoy.

SB 832 has been re-
ferred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Elections and
Government Reform for
further consideration.

Balance class, other senior programs

Wayne Senior Services
has upcoming programs
for local residents.

Matter of Balance

Matter of Balance
Classes teach practical
strategies to reduce the
fear of falling, set real-
istic goals for increased
activity, make environ-
mental changes to reduce
fall risks, etc.

The free eight-week
series of classes will be
held 11a.m. to 1 p.m. Hies-
day, March 22 through
May 10. Pre-register by
Tbesday, March 15.

The classes are of-

fered by City of Wayne
Senior Services in con-
junction with The Senior
Alliance.

Beginners Tai Chi

This class is a wonder-
ful, no impact exercise. It
has been proven to help
with memory,breathing,
as well as balance. No
special equipment is
needed.

Class will start Tues-
day, May 3, if there is
enough interest. The cost
is $65 per ten-week ses-
sion. Participants must be
pre-registered by
Wednesday, April 20.

Wayne Golden
Hour Club

The social group that
meets on the second and
fourth Thursday of each
month for a potluck lun-
cheon.

The event starts at 11
a.m.. After the luncheon,
there are cards/games
and socializing. Anyone
50 years and older is
welcome.

Sometimes Travelers
Group

Anyone 30 years and
older may join the travel
group. Leave the plan-

ning and driving to us.

Membership is $5 per
year (July to June). Day,
overnight and extended
trips are offered. TVavel
isby a luxurious motor
coach.

The city of Wayne
Senior Services Office is
located in the HYPE Rec-
reation facility, 4635
Howe Road, where aU
classes will be held.

Pre-register by calling
Nancy at Wayne Senior
Services at 734-721-7460,

Program fliers are
available in the senior
display area of the HYPE
Recreation facility.

Your life has traveled down a path rich in experiences. Now, as you get closer to turning 65, HAP wants to help you

get ready for Medicare. There’s a lotto learn and our workshops will give you everything you need to know. As

Medicare experts, we’ll pave the way and answer any questions you may have about your options for individual

Medicare coverage.

Come to a free HAP M edicare workshop

To find a workshop and reserve your seat, call us at (800) 499-8526 (TTY: 711). We're available Monday through

Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Or visit hap.org/workshops. There are free online workshops available as well.

Make sure you’re in the know before you make any decisions about Medicare.

HAP Senior Plus (HMO), HAP Senior Plus (HMO-POS) and Alliance Medicare PPO are plans with Medicare contracts. Enroliment
in the plans depends on contract renewals. Alliance Medicare PPO is a product of Alliance Health and Life Insurance Company,

a wholly owned subsidiary of HAP.

A licensed HAP Medicare sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with
special needs at sales meetings call (800) 499-8526 (TTY: 711). Workshops discuss plans for Medicare-eligible individuals who

purchase their own health care coverage.

Y0076 ALL 2016081 T65 WKSP Ad CMS ACCEPTED 2/09/2016

1040002713M
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St. Baldrick’s goes ‘head hunting’ for shavees

The St, Baldrick’s
Foundation, a volunteer-
driven organization ded-
icated to raising money
for children’s cancer
research, will host one of
its signature head-shav-
ing events May 15at The
Plymouth Roc, where
organizers hopefully to
have more than 100 vol-
unteers brave the shave
in solidarity with kids
with cancer and raise
money to conquer child-
hood cancers.

Why all the shaved
heads? Worldwide a child
is diagnosed with cancer
every three minutes and
one in five children diag-
nosed in the U.S. will not
survive. With only 4 per-
cent of all federal cancer
research funding ded-
icated to pediatric cancer
research, St. Baldrick's
Foundation volunteers,
supporters and donors
are needed to continue
the battle against this
devastating disease.

With the help of The
Plymouth Roc, Fantastic
Sam’ of Plymouth, its
volunteer committee and
local businesses, orga-
nizers hope this year’s
event beats last year’s

Eric Bacyinski (from left), co-chair Robb Drzewicki and Jordan West helped St. Baldrick's raise

$60,000 at the 2014 event.

numbers.

The event will feature
raffles and selling off the
rights to take first swipe
at your friend or family
member’s locks. This
event is like none other
and it’s not something
you’ll easily forget.

The event has raised a
lot of money, from
$10,000 in the first year
to a high-water mark of
$60,000 in the fourth
year. Lastyear’s event

WHY BE
CATHOLIC?

Season 7

The exciting seri™ of personal stories and testimonies
continues its 7th season with an outstanding roster of

new speakers.

Monday,

March 1

From abuse survivor to

4th, 7 PM

young

wife and* mother to widow and
single mom to ordained ministers
wife and community outreach
and home church co-founder.

Kim Steelman, will

share her

journey from a life shaken to its

core to a life dedicated

to”the

Catholic Church and its social

justice doctrine.

St. Michael the Archangel School Cafeteria
1 11441 Hubbard Rd., $. of Plymouth RcL, Livonia
j 734-261-1455 www.llvonlsstmicha4t.org

[ ALL ARE WELCOME!

w

raised $42,000.

The event started in
2011 in Livonia and
moved to The Plymouth
Roc in 2014. For its third
year at The Plymouth
Roc bar, the event’s orga-
nizers hope to bring new
spectators and shaves
together with veterans of
the event.

“When you’ve been
running an event like this
for a few years, you start
to lose the support of

Survey: sz

Eric D. Lawrence
Michigan.com

Asignificant majority
of drivers inanew sur-
vey say they engaged in
at least one "risky behav-
ior” while behind the
wheel in the past month.

The AAA Foundation
for Traffic Safety reports
that 87 percent of those in
the survey said they had
done something risky,
including distracted,
impaired or drowsy driv-
ing or speeding, running
red lights or not wearing
seat belts.

In response, Peter
Kissinger, the founda-
tion’s president and chief
executive officer, called
ondrivers to be more
responsible.

rn ST. MARY MERCY
MEDICAL GROUP

Saimt JoiirH Mhev Hiauk SwiriM

W estside

Obstetrics *Gynecology Urogynecology

W om en’s

H ealth

Presentations

Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecologist, provides insight and education
about a variety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your
sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures
available that may help eliminate or reduce your symptoms or
pain, and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

5:45 p.m .
6 p.m.

M arch 16
April 20
St Mary Mercy Livonia
Classrooms 1& 2

-Check-in
-Presentation

REGISTER NOW I

Free of charge but registration
is required. Please call 734-655-1980.

Light refreshments will.be served.

Dr. Makela isa member of St Mary Mercy
Medical Group, a network of primary care
and specialty physicians who provide
comprehensive medical care, health

maintenance and

preventative services

to help you and your family stay healthy.

Isnt it time you Di.icoterRermarkablel

stmorymercy.org/westside

your core volunteers,”
said Robb Drzewicki,
who co-chairs the event.
“We try to make it too
fun to give up on, but we
always need new volun-
teers, spectators and
folks willing to brave the
shave.”

Kelly Wadle said the
head-shaving event gives
her an opportunity to
“fight back” against her
daughter’ cancer diag-
nosis.

Wendy Banfield gets her spirits lifted during her head-shaving
by Keily Wadte, the mother of a chiidren’s cancer survivor.

“When my daughter
was diagnosed, | felt an
overwhelming sense of
powerlessness,” Wadle
said. “St. Baldricks ...
allows me to feel like I'm
helping make a differ-
ence by raising aware-
ness and funds for child-
hood cancer research. St.
Baldrick’ head shaving
events also prove to all
the children fighting
cancer that they’re not
fighting this battle alone.
They have entire commu-
nities fighting for and
with them.”

Anyone wanting to
help can go to www.stbal-
dricks.org and search for
the Plymouth Roc event.
Some shavees raise hun-
dreds of dollars and
some raise thousands,
but every shaved head
turns into an amazing
“bald billboard” for chil-
dren’ cancer research.
Dont want to shave your
head? Sign up and a vol-
unteer and raise money
for children’s cancer
research while keeping
the hair on your head.

percent of drivers doing risky stuff

“There is a culture of
indifference for far too
many drivers when it
comes to road safety,”
Kissinger said in a news
release.

“The vast majority of
motorists believe they
are more careful than
others on the road,
though most of them are
not making safe decisions
while behind the wheel.
We’re asking every driv-
er to make responsible
decisions to make the
roads safer forevery-
one.”

The survey included
data from a sample of
2,442 licensed drivers
ages 16 and older.

Among the results:

» 13percent drove
with an alcohol level

m

THE

THE

LIFE IS BORING?

BASKETBALL

possibly near or over the
legal limit in the lastyear
and 9 percent did this
more than once.

» 18 percent drove
without a seat belt in the
last 30 days (15 percent
did so more than once).

> 39 percent ran a red
light when they could
have stopped safely in the
last 30 days (26 percent
did so more than once).

» 32 percent drove
when they had a hard
time keeping their eyes
open because the were so
tired in the last 30 days
(22 percent more than
once).

» 48 percent went 15
mph over the speed limit
in the last month (15 per-
cent do so regularly) and
45 percent went 10 over in

STUD N

the last month.

» 70 percent talked on
a cellphone while driving
in the last 30 days (31
percent regularly).

» 42 percentread a
text message or emaU
while driving in the last
30 days (12 percent reg-
ularly).

» 32 percent typed or
sent texts in the last
month (8 percent regular-
ly)-
)Susan Hiltz, spokes-
woman for AAA Michi-
gan, said that “by pledg-
ing to focus on driving
safely, Michiganders
have the power to reduce
and prevent the number
of needless deaths and
injuries on our roadways
every time they get be-
hind the wheel.”

iT

TEAM

POLITELY DISAGREES.

With championship athletics, 33 student-run clubs,
and countless activities and events throughout the
year, campus life at Schoolcraft is anything but
boring. In fact, you'll have as much fun as you can
handle—while still handling your classes, of course.

Welcome to college. Schoolcraft
$H College

LOAKMO2r3B<4
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Dr. Seuss selfie

The Redford Township
District Library hosts a
“Dr. Seuss Selfie Con-
test” during the month of
March.

Kids can take a pic-
ture of themselves with
something that repre-
sents the world of Dr.
Seuss, perhaps a stuffed
animi, a T-shirt they
own, a drawing they did
and have the picture on
display in the library for
the month of March.

The most creative
entry will receive a prize
chosen especially for
them. Formore informa-
tion, contact the youth/
teen services department
at the library, 313-531-
5960, ext. 117.

Public
transportation

The League of Women
Voters of NW Wayne
County is hosting a meet-
ing Monday, March 7,
concerning the progress
and current challenges of
public transportation in
the southeast Michigan
region.

The meeting begins at
7 p.m. at the Livonia
Civic Center Library
(32777 Five MUe Road)
and the public is wel-
come. The speakers are:
TVavis Gonyou, Commu-
nity Outreach communi-
cations manager for the
Regional Transit Author-
ity, and Megan Owens,
executive director of
Transportation Riders
United.

Dance! American
Art

The Friends of the
Livonia Library group is
sponsoring a free slide
show presentation of
Dance! American Art,
(1830-1960) at 2 p.m, Sun-
day, March 13, at the
Livonia Library.

The speaker, a docent
from the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts, will relate
the works of American
art such as the 19th cen-
tury paintings from sa-
cred dances of indige-
nous North Americans to
Irish jigs to Spanish fla-

‘Model" student

LOCAL NBAG

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Michigan Nationai Guard Staff Sgt. Joe Frederick heips Cambridge senior Chris Clemons put on
a tactical vest during a visit to the schooi Tuesday, Feb. 23. Students learned about the career
and educational benefits available to men and women serving the National Guard.

mencos to Harlem Ren-
aissance to modern
dance. There will be time
for a question-and-an-
swer period following the
presentation. Refresh-
ments will be served
after the program.

Preschool open
house

The Livonia Civic
Center Library hosts a
Preschool Open House
from 11a.m. to 1p.m.
Saturday, March 12. Area
preschools will be on
hand to discuss curricu-
lum, tuition, and provide
other information. This is
a free event. Livonia
Civic Center Library is
located at 32777 Five
Mile Road (between Mer-
riman and Farmington),
For more information,
call 734-466-2493.

Catholic series

St. Michael the Arch-
angel Catholic Church
continues Season 7 of its
Why Be Catholic series
of personal stories and
testimonies with an un-
usual and compelling
local speaker.

Kim Steelman, whose
journey has moved from
a life shaken to its core
by abuse and widowhood,
to a new life founded on

the teachings and social
justice doctrine of the
Catholic Church, shares
her story at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, March 14, in the St.
Michael School cafeteria.
There is no charge or
registration requirement
for these meetings and
all are welcome.

St. Michael is located
at 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road,
between Farmington and
Merriman roads, in Livo-
nia. For additional in-
formation, see the parish
website at www.livoniast-
michael.org or email
whybecatholic@ livoniast-
michael.org.

Family fun

InsideOut Church,
1075 Venoy in Garden
City, hosts an afternoon
of fun and exciting carni-
val games for families
with children fifth grade
and younger 3-5 p.m.
Saturday, March 26.

Kids can get their
pictures taken with the
Easter Bunny, Easter
candy and a golden egg
with the chance for their
family to win a prize
package worth $100. For
more information, call
the church at 734-983-
8376.

DR. MICHAEL J Redmond, founder of
THE Region’s most Comprehensive
Dermatology Practice,
is Pleased to..

Dr.Renata T. brindise

Dr. Brindise's interests include

skin cancer screening, prevention, and

treatment, and managennent of skin conditions
inciuding acne, hair ioss, eczema, and psoriasis in
patients of ali ages. She has a particuiar interest in
cosmetic dermatoiogy, with a focus on BOTOX ' and
Dermal Fiiiers, and served as a Cosmetic Dermatology
Training Coordinator for residents. She has also
published articles on general, surgical, and cosmetic
dermatology. Dr, Brindise also speaks fluent Polish.

onicr or

MICHAF.I, |, RROMOND. M.D.
RENATA 1, BRINDISE, D.O.

Aspart of the nation's largest dermatology

Same Day

& Next Day
Appointments
Available
Free Cosmetic
Consultations

16826 Newburgh Rd,
Livonia Ml 48154
734.464.8400, ext.O

We participate in most insurance plans
Evening & early morning appointments

practice, our Dermatologists have remarkable
resources todraw on, and can even make
referrals when you travel or move.

Offices also in Warren.

-Michaell]. Redmond

Wyandotte. Franklin, Shelby,

and Lathrup Village

AdvancedDerm.com

Karate tournament

Shotokan Karate Fed-
eration of Michigan hosts
a Michigan Karate Tour-
nament on Sunday, April
10, at Garden City Middle
School, 1851 Radcliff.

Age groups include
5-11,12-17,18-34 and 35-
older. Cost is $40 for one
event, $50 for two events,
$60 for three events and
$70 for four events. Reg-
istration deadline is Sun-
day, March 27.

Doors open at 9:30
a.m. For more informa-
tion, contact Sensei Tony
Valvona at 734-658-5683
or email Tony@Kkarate-
mi.com.

Vintage toy show
The Livonia Elks host

a Vintage Toy Show from
9a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 26, at the Elks
HaU, 31117 Plymouth
Road (east of Merriman).
Customers may find
comic books, hot wheels,

ames, lunch boxes.

and Star Trekitems,

sport and non-sport
cards, posters, movie/TV
items, models, G.I. Joes,
music memorabilia, rec-
ords, beer signs and
more. Admission $5, kids
under 12 free. For in-
formation, call Joe (day-

1& w
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time) 586-775-3289 or
Jacquie at 586-329-8213.

Photography club

The March meeting of
the 3D Photography Club
takes place 7-9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 9, at
the Livonia Civic Park
Senior Center, 15218 Far-
mington Road.

The March meeting
will feature a presenta-
tion on View-Master,
including rare photos
inside the V-M plant and
some of their best reels.
After arefreshment
break, there will be a
“freebie” drawing which
will include several
View-Master items, and a
3D image competition
with a Transportation
theme.

For more information,
go to www.Detroit3D.org,
or call Dennis at 248-398-
3591.

Bunny brunch

The annual Livonia
Bunny Brunch will take
place at 11a.m. Saturday,
March 19, at the Civic
Park Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road. The
event includes lunch,
crafts and a visit from
the Easter Bunny.

“We are pleased to be
able to continue to offer
affordable family events
to the community,” said
Ted Davis, Livonia’s
parks and recreation
superintendent. “Bunny
Brunch is what signifies
spring to many young
families.”

Tickets are available
for $5 at the Livonia
Community Recreation
Center, 15100 Hubbard.
All attendees over the
age of 2 must have a
ticket. For more informa-
tion, call 734-466-2410.

American Legion
Lent

American Legion Post
32,9318 Newburgh Road,
Livonia, hosts its Lenten
fish fry 5-7:30 p.m. every
Friday during Lent.

The menu is fried cod,
baked cod, shrimp and
baked chicken. Dinners
include fish or chicken,
choice of side, coleslaw,
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bread or rolls and coffee.
Price is $8.50 for fish or
chicken dinners and $9
for shrimp. Bake sale
desserts are also avail-
able.

GriefShare meetings
The congregation at
Christ Our Savior Luther-

an Church has experi-
enced the deaths of sev-
eral members in the past
few months. In an effort
to respond to the grief
and sorrow for their
loved ones, the church
will be starting a grief
support group using the
“GriefShare” materials.
GriefShare groups meet
weekly for 13 sessions to
help face the challenges
after the loss of a loved
one and move toward
rebuilding lives.

Each week, the Grief-
Share group will watch a
video seminar featuring
experts on grief and
recovery subjects. After
viewing the video, group
members will spend time
as a support group, dis-
cussing what was pre-
sented in that week’s
video seminar and what
is going on in their lives.

GriefShare will be
held on Mondays and will
begin on March 14, from
6:30-8 p.m., at Christ Our
Savior Lutheran, 14175
Farmington Road in Livo-
nia in the chapel. This is
tree for all who would
like to attend, but regis-
tration is requested to
know how many to pre-
pare for. Please register
at www.christoursavio-
r.org under Events tab.
For more information,
contact Mike McGrath at
734-459-1274 or Linda
Hollman at the church
office, 734-522-6830.

Wayne Memorial
reunion

The Wayne Memorial
High School Class of 1966
is holding a 50th year
class reunion Saturday,
May 14. For information
and registration, visit
www.waynehighalumni-
ecom.

to a

Free Lunch & Learn
Exclusively for Those Who Struggle
with Hearing & Understanding

Presented by
Felix Cruz, BC, HIS
30 Years Experience

Felix Cruz will be speaking on

“The Invisible Disability”

And how to improve hearing communication

W here others have failed.

Discover how his unique Hearing System has helped

Thousands improve their hearing and

*Free

Quiality of life.

A dm

ission™

Seminar luncheon will be held at: The Senate
39430 Dun Rovin, Northville, M| 48468

(right off Haggerty between 5&6 Mile Roads)

Wednesday, March 16th, 11:30 AM
Reservation Required

LOMOOZ72537

Please RSV P to
248-918-2648

Seating is limited to 30 spots. Adults only


http://www.livoniast-michael.org
http://www.livoniast-michael.org
mailto:whybecatholic@livoniast-michael.org
mailto:whybecatholic@livoniast-michael.org
mailto:Tony@karate-mi.com
mailto:Tony@karate-mi.com
http://www.Detroit3D.org
http://www.christoursavio-r.org
http://www.christoursavio-r.org
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Protecting Constitution at forefront of presidential race

hat is the most
important issue
in this presi-
dential election? To an-
swer that question, let’s
first review two princi-
ples on which our nation
was founded.

The first is found in
the opening sentences of
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence (“We hold
these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are
created equal, that they
are endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable rights...”)
and echoed nearly 200
years later by President
John F. Kennedy: “The
rights of man come not
from the generosity of
the state, but from the
hand of God.”

The second is the
fallibility of human na-
ture that disqualifies any

W

Scott
Bahr

GUEST
COLUMNIST

man from being entrust-
ed with concentrated
power. “If men were
angels,” James Madison
wrote in Federalist 51, “no
government would be
necessary.” With these
principles in mind, he
and the Founders en-
deavored to craft a Con-
stitution that would “first
enable the government to
control the governed, and
in the next place oblige it
to control itself.”

They succeeded. In a
world familiar with em-
perors, dictators and
monarchs, our uniquely
American republic has

We must strive

E arly in American
history, the Foun-
ders realized just

how important education

would be to America’s

future. During the mid-

dle 1780s, a series of land

ordinances was passed
by the Continental Con-
gress, culminating in the

Northwest Ordinance of

1787.

They stated, “Reli-
gion, morality and knowl-
edge, being necessary to
good government of
mankind, schools and the
means of education, shall
forever be encouraged.”
Today, however, we are
being told our schools are
failing.

We are not doing well
on international tests, it
is said. We need charter
schools, vouchers, stan-
dardized tests. Punish
students, educators and
unions. Create online
courses. Grade our
schools A-F. Unfortunate-
ly, our schools are not
failing. They are doing
pretty darn good. Schools
that are not doing well,
generally, exist in the

Al
Churchill

GUEST
COLUMNIST

midst of poverty.

For decades, it has
been accepted dogma in
educational circles that
poverty and a broad
range of socio-economic
factors play a huge role
in determining student
proficiency. Commis-
sioned by the U.S. Office
of Education in 1966,
James Coleman of Johns
Hopkins University stud-
ied 600,000 students and
teachers. He concluded
that academic achieve-
ment in school is less
related to the quality of
the school than it is to the
social composition of the
school, the verbal skills
of the teacher and the
students’ family back-
ground.

Ditto Stanford Univer-
sity in 2011. Sean Rear-
don released a study that
concluded family income
is, by far, the most sig-

led to a uniquely Amer-
ican result: the freest,
most prosperous and
most generous society in
the history of the world
with peaceful transitions
of power through 43
administrations.

That last point is espe-
cially remarkable. When
told that George Wash-
ington planned to return
to his farm upon winning
independence for the
colonies, King George Il1
replied, “If he does that,
he will be the greatest
man in the world.”

Four years before the
Constitution was ratified,
the man who would one
day reluctantly serve as
our first president was
already demonstrating
the spirit in which the
new nation ought to
work. Forty-two presi-
dents have since fol-

lowed his lead, because
America has never been
defined by the man in
charge, but by the idea
that all men are subject
to the “Laws of Nature
and Nature’s God.”

While much of the
globe suffers the instabil-
ity and bloodshed that
accompanies the rise and
fall of competing re-
gimes, our Constitution
has shepherded us
through the varying pas-
sions of the day. Freedom
has endured precisely
because we place our
national allegiance in this
great documentrather
than the whims of any
one administration.

But America does not
have to remain free. If
we, contrap' to Madison,
begin to think ourselves
angels, our legitimate
frustrations with the

current state of things
may erode our patience
with the constitutional
limits designed to save us
from the extremes of
ourselves. With the best
of intentions, we, too,
could find ourselves
clamoring for a charis-
matic leader who promis-
es to restore national
glory and make aU things
right. The last century
saw that story play out
across the ocean and it
didnt end well.

Our current president,
apparently convinced he
possesses a level of supe-
rior discretion unfath-
omed by the Founders,
has sought to circumvent
the constitutional con-
trols on his office. Now
we see agitated crowds
cheering the leading
“Republican” candidate
who quotes Mussolini to

reinforce his authoritar-
ian intentions and offers
only “believe me” as
evidence for why we
should trust him.

My fellow citizens,
this is not who we are
and this is not the type of
thinking that has kept us
free. More than ever, we
need to place our first
principles, embodied in
the Declaration and in-
stitutionalized in the
Constitution, at the fore-
front of the American
consciousness.

When we go to the
polls this primary sea-
son, let’s select the candi-
date most conunitted to
the Constitution and with
the backbone to stick by
that conviction. Our free-
dom depends on it.

Scott Bahrisa Livonia city
councilman.

to keep ‘public’ in public education

nificant factor in predic-
ting student success in
school. It is simply a fact
that parental income and
education, parental in-
volvement in student
school activities, neigh-
borhood environment,
health care, home stabil-
ity and so on provide the
underpinning of student
school proficiency.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Education states,
forcefully, that the most
reliable predictor of
success in school is the
degree that parents are
involved in a child’s edu-
cation.

Indeed, according to
former Assistant Secre-
tary of Education Diane
Ravitch, “American
schools, in which fewer
than 10 percent of the
students were poor, out-
performed the top
schools of Finland, Japan
and Korea.” Call it what-
ever you like: poverty,
demographics or socio-
economic circumstance.
It matters and, generally,
American schools do well
when demographics are

CDRSTRL CUISINE

Ataie.of
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Dive into Sea Scallops from Georges Bank, cold-water
Scottish Salmon or succulent Surf & Turf. Andiamo's

three-course Coastal Cuisine menu will introduce you to
a taste of Italian-inspired seafood that is extraordinary.
Surf the menu at andiamoitalia.com.

NOW

Andiamo Coastal Cuisine -

RISTORANTE

MARCH 26

Andiamo

TRATTORIA

considered.

But you’d never know
itwhen people passing as
“reformers” compare the
raw scores of American
schools to countries that
do well on international
tests. Frantically, they
howl that we’re losing the
race. Our schools are
failing. Lets do some-
thing — anything!

Well, what do the “re-
formers” want? Neglect-
ing that vouchers have
been used in Milwaukee
for nearly 25 years and
are a dismal failure, they
chant, “Give us a vouch-
er.” Ditto for corporate
charter schools. All you
have to do is look at the
nations’report card, the
NAEP report. When test-
ed, voucher schools have
never outperformed
public schools in Mil-
waukee. Being generous,
charter schools do about
the same as traditional
public schools nationally.

That aside, Finland, a
perennial top performer
on PISA, provides a good
example of what can be
done to achieve educa-

tional merit. The Finns
have no charters, no
vouchers. They do not
have a testing obsession
like we do. Finnish chil-
dren are exposed to high-
stakes testing a grand
total of one time during
the entirety of their
school experience. They
do not evaluate teachers
and schools, based upon
one high stakes test giv-
en annually. They do not
grade their schools A-F.
They have strong unions.
In a word, they do noth-
ing that “reformers” in
this country endorse,
Finland’ teachers are
trusted to do whatever it
takes to educate their
kids. Teachers in Finland
are treated like profes-
sionals, like doctors and
lawyers. They are sup-
ported by nurses, social
workers and psycholo-
gists. They spend much
more of their school day
planning and collaborat-
ing with other teachers
than we do. Their schools
are smaller than ours.
They putapremium on
recess time. There is

much to be learned from
Finnish schools.

Can American schools
be improved? You bet!
For a start, we might
focus on teacher training
and development. We
might also focus more on
thinking skills: creativity
and problem solving,
critical thinking gener-
ally, We need wrap-
around services for those
kids that arent doing
well. There is much that
can be done that, present-
ly, is not being done.

Oh, yes. Onarecent
international PISA test
that measured creativity
and critical thinking,
American schools did
better than average.

Most importantly, we
need to keep the public in
public education.

Al Churchill is a Livorria resident
who Isaretired memberof the
UAW and earned a bachelor's
degree in education from
Eastern Michigan University.

The Smart Hearing Experience!
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purchase ofa pairof Siemens
level 3 binax digital hearing aids

$500 off each hearing aid Offers cannot be
combined. Excludes previous purchases, 11
Offer expires 3/31/16.

Buyoneppi”g
getone |
B Pack of hearing aid batteries

I Not valid with any other offer or discount. Offers
cannot be combined. Offer expires 3/31/16.

' Small, barely noticeable hearing
aids packed with incredible features.

Experience sounds by streaming
directly to your bluetooth-enabled

hearing aids.

Discreetly adjust settings with a tap
or swipe on your smartphone.
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FREEI"

$25 Dunkin'Donuts Gift Card
with FREE Hearing Screening

Must have hearing loss. Call for details. Offers
cannot be combined. Limit one per customer
peryear. Offer expires 3/31/16

Digital hearing aids starting at

995

Call for details. Offerexpires 3/31/16.

Call for a FREE Demonsirationi

'AudwAgTKwerica

Ask us about special offers for
Ford, GM and Chrysler members.

HearUSA

America’s Most Trusted Name in Hearing Care.

M erri-Five Shopping Center

31160 Five Mile Road, Livonia

Call: 734.525.3900

28 Locations in Michigan

www.hearusa.com
-2016 HearUSA. AU Htghls Reserved
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Members of the Therapy Choirs of Michigan perform in the rotunda at the State Capitol last Wednesday.
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‘TS MORE THAN JUST SINGING”’

Brain-injured,
disabled find
healing, growth

in therapy choir

Aileen Wingblad
Staff Writer

When Gary Francis
was hit by a motorist
while riding his bicycle
in 2009, he lost plenty.

Having a car slam into
him at 40 mph caused a
massive brain bleed -
which ultimately cost
him the use of his left
arm and leg, affected his
ability to read and write,
and compromised parts
of his memory. He was
even robbed of his ability
to speak and sing, a par-
ticularly cruel fate for
someone who had earned
a reputation as an ac-
complished barber shop
quartet member.

For months, Francis
was hospitalized. That
was followed by three-
plus years living in a
rehabilitation facility,
and then continued re-
covery at home. Its been

a long road, indeed, for
this Farmington Hills
man. And it’s not over
yet.

Francis is wheelchair-
bound, suffers daily with
pain caused by his in-
juries and has related
health issues requiring
him to rely on an oxygen
tank at times. But still, he
sees reasons to smile.

One of those reasons:
He has found his voice
again. And he’s not shy
about sharing it.

In fact, Francis all but
stole the show this past
Wednesday in Lansing,
when he and fellow mem-
bers of Therapy Choirs
of Michigan held their
18th annual kickoff and
promotion of Brain In-
jury Awareness Month
and Choir Therapy
Awareness Week at the
state’s Capitol Building.
Along with several num-
bers performed by the
group, Francis sang a
few solos, including an
emotionally-stirring
rendition of the Righ-
teous Brothers”“Un-
chained Melody.”

Singing, he said,
“makes the pain go away

for awhile.”

“It makes you feel
better. And when you do
that, it makes others feel
better somewhat,” he
said.

It'S just
phenomenal’

Psychotherapist and

columnist Len
McCulloch founded TCM
in Farmington Hills with
just one singer. With the
slogans “It’s more than
just singing” and “From
one voice come many,”
the 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization has since
grown to 60 members
and three locations, and
has logged nearly 300
performances. In the
early years, TCM mem-
bers had all suffered
traumatic brain injuries.
Now, it also includes
those with various devel-
opmental disorders and
learning disabilities.

All the singers,
McCulloch said, are
“wonderful.”

“We started with just
one voice, and now this
seems to be going on and

MATTHEW DAE SMITH

Gary Francis (right) and other choir members sing to family members and other supporters,
promoting Brain Injury Awareness Month and Choir Therapy Awareness Week.

COMPLETErn

FUNERAL

53,695°°

We do wliai most others
do for aU)ul liali' the price

Husband Family
Funeral Home

Ask for Kim
734-331-3349
Call for details i
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Every Little Girl Deserves A Special Doll

See THERAPY, Page All

State Rep. Christine Grieg, D-Farmington Hills, welcomed the
TCM to the State Capitol Building.

vwwwv.rhusband.com 1

SAVE 10-25%

On Seleii Dolls iliru

from The Doll Hospital
W

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
~DdIHospilal.com 3947 W. 12 Mile. Berley 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30. Thuf 10-8:30. Closed Sun

NO INSURANCE
NO PROBLEM

FIRST DENTAL
TREATMENT

St Michaels Parish
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

[MMi!] M

| Fridays in L&nt, except Good Friday
Feb 12 thru Mar 18

4:30 - 7:00pm In School Cafeteria

Menu: Baked or fried, hand dipped Icelandic Cod, mac &
cheese, green beans, cole slaw, french fries or baked potato.
Dine In includes ice cream &beverage. Carry out: S9 - 2
pieces of fish; $10 for 3 pieces
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IN A SERIOUS ACCIDENT?

/ T THEONLYWAYTOKNOW!FYOUHAVEACASEISTOTAUTOALAWYER

)«iilis&UCOUECT

THE INSURANCE COMPANIES HAVE LAWYERS AND SO SHOULD YOU,
CONNECT WITH A LOCAL UW YER TODAY!

Mmi AQCDENT »CONSmICrm 006 BOE« SLE w0 FiUL «WOFBCERS MUPQISATKW SWMAACRU KATH « ANDMCRE

Over $200 in Savings!

Ineludss regular claoning,

complete exam & x-rays—.

14 yeert < yevnger;

Includes regular cleaning, C

complete exam & x-roys ¥ N
plui Fluoride ireatment........

nOO off

Good for your first dental treatment:

- Crowns « Implants « Fillings
* Veneers & more!

®Parkside dental team
INr- Polieni Offer mExpires April O, 2016

36444 W. Warren Avenue * Westland
At the corner of Warren and Central City Parkway

(734) 261-6060

www.porksidedentoiteam.com

~A~ParksldeOENTALTEAM
NewFatiml Offer’ Expires Apil 10, 2016

OHIO: Perrysburg mToledo MICHIGAN: Burton * Clinton Twp
Clio * Eastpointe * Flint * Lincoln Park « Livonia
Madison Heights « Monroe « Pontiac * Roseville « Southgate

St. Clair Shores « Sterling Heights + Taylor « Warren « Westland

Call Blue Lake Charters & Tours for locations and reservations
(866) 2-ROLLEM  (866) 276-5536

If you bet more than you can attord to lose,
you've got a problem. Call 1-800-270-7117
tor free, confidential help,
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11441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouth Rd. « Uvonia

734-261-1455 ext. 200
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www.livoniastmichael.org

81 InjuryHelpLine

1-800-278-9028 ™

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned in the Township of Redford by the Michigan State Police Department
and are to be sold, as is, at open auction on THURSDAY, the I0TH day of MARCH, 2016, at North Redford Towing. 25215
Glendale, Redford, MI 48239. Viewing starts at 9:45a.m. and the auction starts at 10:00a.m.Vehicles can be viewed on the
auction date. Registered owners will be allowed to pick up their vehicles prior to the start ofthe auction. Check www.
nrtowing.com for the current list.

2004 CHEVROLET 4D 1GIND52F14M582612
2003 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1JC52F037267220
1997 CHEVROLET VAN 1GBFG15R8T1030563
2000 PONTIAC 4D 1G2WK52J91F168648
1998 CHEVROLET 4D 1GIND52M8WY147757
1994 CHEVROLET  PU 1GCCS19ZXRK125412
1997 FORD PU 1FTCR10A6VUC62977
1997 OLDSMOBILE SW 1GHDUOGE4VD101982
2012 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1WF5E3XC1271061
2002 MERCURY SW 4M2ZU86WX2UJ11876
1995 BUICK 2D 1G4ANV15M6SC433232
2000 FORD 4D 1FAFP3835YW165580
1996 LINCOLN 4D 1LNLM82WB8TY604558
2002 FORD SwW 2FMZA51452BA28652
2010 ROKETA MC LJ5PG10K4A1030044
2002 BUICK 4D 2GAWS52)X21176015
2003 CHEVROLET 2D 1G1JC12F237301473
2002 FORD 4D 1FAFP53U72G182247
1994 PONTIAC 2D 2G2FS2256R2242189
2000 CHEVROLET  SW 1GNDXO03E7YD368644
2005 CHRYSLER 4D 1C3EL46X35N563518
2002 MERCURY 4D 1MEFM555X2G616285
1994 BMW 4D WBACAG329RFK61399

Published: March 6,2016

MALIBU ARREST 21-14304-15 1
CAVALIER STOLEN 21-16798-15 2
1500 ABANDONED  21-20337-15 3
GRAND PRIX ARREST 21-21651-15 4
MALIBU ARREST 21-22503-15 5
S-10 ARREST 21-23233-15 6
RANGER ABANDONED  21-25005-15 7
SILHOUETTE ABANDONED  21-29127-15 8
IMPALA ACCIDENT 21-29610-15 9
MOUNTAINEER ABANDONED  21-29614-15 10
SKYLARK ABANDONED  21-29513-15 n
FOCUS ARREST 21-12068-15 2
TOWN CAR ARREST 21-14275-15 13
WINDSTAR ARREST 21-19561-15 14
KING RING ARREST 21-21320-15 15
CENTURY ARREST 21-25604-15 16
CAVALIER ABANDONED  21-26078-15 17
TAURUS ABANDONED  21-29855-15 18
FIREBIRD ARREST 21-30148-15 20
VENTURE ABANDONED  21-30684-15 21
SEBRING ABANDONED  21-2043-16 22
SABLE ABANDONED  21-2092-16 23
ABANDONED  21-2108-16 24


http://www.porksidedentoiteam.com
http://www.livoniastmichael.org
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Profiles in Democratic Party courage

Locals stump for
Bernie, Hillary as

primary closes in

Susan Bromley
Staff Writer

Gerry Haran wears his
Hillary Clinton campaign
button proudly and is
happy to putina plug for
the presidential candi-
date wherever he goes —
including Nevada last
week.

“lwear the button all
the time, and I'll point to
it and say, ‘Vote for Hilla-
ry,”’said Haran, 76, a

SUSAN BROMLEY
Cynthia Churches, a Bernie Sanders campaign volunteer,
makes a house call on Walter Sobczak at his Novi residence.

Noviresident. “You have
naysayers and I’ll say,
‘We need to try a woman
president, try something
different, because we've
had the men and it’s not
working too well.”

On Saturday, just
hours after returning
from Nevada, Haran was
ready to getto work gath-
ering support for Clinton
in the March 8 Michigan
presidential primary
election.

Only a mile away,
Cynthia Churches, also a

CITY OF GARDEN CITY

Novi resident, was cam-
paigning for Clinton’s
competitor for the Demo-
cratic nomination, Bernie
Sanders.

“We need arevolu-
tion," Churches said.
“Nothing against Hillary,
but I’'m 70 and too old to
wait.”

Both she and Haran
are members of the Dem-
ocrats of West Oakland
County, which meets at 7
p.m. the third Hiesday of
each month at Novi Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Although not currently
united on their choice of
candidate, they consider
themselves friends. They
are also both long-time
campaign volunteers.

Long history

Haran traces his politi-
cal activism back to 1991,
about a decade after he
and his wife moved to
Novi from New York
when Haran was trans-
ferred with General Mo-
tors.

“1reaUy liked Bill

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a hearing will be held by the City of Garden City Zoning
Board ofAdppeaIs at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 23, 2016 at City Hall, 6000 Middlebelt

Road, Gar

opportunity to be heard on the following agenda item.

1 Appeal from Administrative Decision - 33431 Leona Ave,

en City, Michigan 48135. At the hearing all interested persons shall have an

The applicant is

challenging the ordinance officer’s interpretation of Section 154.037(D)(2XaK3) regarding
the allowable location of a border treatment.

Written comments may be submitted prior to the meeting and should be addressed to the
Zoning Administrator at 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan 48135.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the application and supporting materials may be
examined at City Hall, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan 48135 during regular
office hours until the date ofthe hearing.

PubliHhed: March 6.2016
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Clinton,” Haran said of
the former president and
husband of Hillary Clin-
ton. “I made phone calls,
handed out literature and
sold buttons and political
paraphernalia around the
country.”

He recalls meeting Bill
Clinton and the eventual
Vice President AL Gore on
a bus as they dressed for
church in Charlottesville,
Va,, and laughs that he
got to see a little bit more
of Clinton and Gore than
most people. He attended
the first inauguration of
Bill Clinton in 1993 and
met the President again,
as well as his wife.

Busy with work and
family, Haran didnt work
asmuch on Gore’s failed
campaign against succes-
sor George W. Bush. He
returned to a more active
role as a campaign volun-
teer when John Kerry ran
for president in 2004 in
another failed Demo-
cratic bid. He also
worked on both of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s
campaigns, although
early on in 2008 he sup-
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ported Hillary Clinton as
Obama’ challenger for
the Democratic presi-
dential nomination,

“Back then, in the
beginning, I was for Hil-
lary, but I could see the
writing on the waU,” Ha-
ran said. “Obama was
really getting his mes-
sage out and, when it
became arout, | moved
over.”

While Haran likes the
current president, Hilla-
ry Clinton was always his
preferred choice and he
is happy she is running a
second time, particularly
with added foreign policy
experience after serving
as Secretary of State
during Obama’ first
term.

Bernie supporter

Novi resident Cynthia
Churches said she would
support Clinton if she is
the eventual nominee, but
Sanders is the change she
believes America needs.

“I'’ve been politically
active foranumber of
years and I’'m too old to
settle,” said the married
mother of one and retired
accountant. “People say
you need to be pragmatic,
but we need a political
revolution. We need free
college education and
single-payer health care
and no war. We need a
complete change for the
middle class. | hope he’s
elected. He could really
do something great for
our country.”

Churches has been
campaigning for political
candidates ever since
Kerry’s bid against Bush.

"I was driven by our
involvement in the war in
Irag and Afghanistan and
the neglect of education,”
she said.

Since then, she has
made thousands of phone
calls and knocked on
hundreds of doors in
various campaigns for

state and local level.
Sometimes her efforts
are well-received, some-
times not.

“l geteverything from
‘Go away’and the door
shut in my face to ‘Come
in and have a cup oftea,”
Churches said. “Some-
times you have lists of
registered voters, some-
times you don ... I love to
walk and make phone
calls, all the grassroots
things.”

She tries to share her
views in a non-threat-
ening way, giving fodder
for discussion in what is
usually a conversation
between two to five min-
utes. Regardless of an
individual’ stance on
various issues, she con-
tinually tries to awaken
the spirit of political in-
volvementin a society
she believes is increas-
ingly apathetic.

“People are so dis-
gusted with politics in
general,” she said. “There
is an apathy and they
think they can’t make a
difference, sothey don't
do anything at all. They
feel powerless. Donald
Trump said the other
night in the Republican
debate, ‘I love the poorly
educated.’ It’s ridiculous,
but it’s sadly true. People
are noteducated
enough.”

Tobecome better edu-
cated on issues, both
Churches and Haran
encourage involvement
at the local level, by writ-
ing letters to legislators
and newspapers, attend-
ing school board and city
council meetings and, of
course, voting in all elec-
tions, including Tuesday’s
presidential primary.

“The main goal is par-
ticipation,” Churches
said. “Everyone, regard-
less, just get out and vote
and be aware ofthe is-
sues that impact your life
and your chUdren’s

CITY OF WAYNE
PUBLIC NOTICE
2016 BOARD OF REVIEW
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE Board of Review for the City of Wa”e will meet
in the Council Chambers at City of Wayne, 3355 S. Wayne Road, Wayne, Michigan on the
following dates and times for the purpose of reviewing the assessment roll:

Meeting dates are as follows:

Date Day App<)Intment TIM©  * Petition
March 17, 2016 Thursday 9:00 a.m. Organizational Meeting
March 21, 2016 Monday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Commercial/Industrial
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Residential
March 22, 2016 Tuesday 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Poverty/Residential
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Residential
March 24, 2016 Thursday 1:00 p.m. Wrap Up
NO NEW APPTS

Your 2016 Notice of Assessment, Taxable Valuation and Property Classification will be mailed
to you the first week of March 2016. The inflation rate, expressed as a multiplier, to be used in
the 2016 Capped Value Formula is .3. The Inflation Rate Multiplier Calculation is outlined in
Bulletin No. 13 of 2015 by the State Tax Commission on the State of Michigan website.

Letter appeals are to be accompanied by a completed Form 618 Petition to Board of Review

L-4035. The Petition is available at www.michigan.gov/treasurv - select Search Treasury -
Forms [618]. Petitioner agents must submit, for each parcel individuaII?/, current letters with
original signatures from your client properly authorizing you to appear for the property owner.

If you desire an appointment, please call the Finance Department at 734-722-2000 Monday
through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Matthew K. Miller
City Clerk

Publish: .March 6, 10. & 13,2016 LOOWS0?TMI»

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS
CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN

Historic Perrinville School Building Relocation
To Greenmead Historical Village
PHASE 1:Demolition and Move Activities

Sealed proposals for the PERRINVILLE SCHOOL RELOCATION PROJECT, will be
received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan 48154 until
2:00 P.M,, local time on Tuesday, March 15th, 2016 at which time the proposals will be
publicly opened and read aloud.

A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the Perrinville School site (33344 Ann Arbor
Trail, Westland, Michigan 48185) at 10:00 am on Tuesday, March 8th, 2016. Proposals
will not be accepted from those vendors who do not attond.

The City of Livonia seeks proposals for the following:

The relocation of the historic masonry Perrinville one-room Schoolhouse from its
existing site at 33344 Ann Arbor Trail in Westland to the Greenmead Historical Village
in Livonia to be placed west of the Kingsley House at 37995 Eight Mile Road. The
Building Moving Contractor will be responsible for building move logistics, including
coordination ofall municipal/utility entities along the move route, demolition of existing
foundation, restoration of original building site, staging of building at a temporary
location at Greenmead, and final placement of building on a new foundation after its
construction by building restoration contractor under Phase 2 work.

Instructions and specifications may be obtained by registering with the Michigan Inter-
Governmental Trade Network (MITN) at www.mitn.info

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a certified check in the amount of five piercent (5%) of
the Broposal, ayable to the City of Livonia, as security for the acceptance of the contract. A
bid bond on the Michigan Standard Form, issued by an approved Surety Company, may be
furnished in lieu of a certified check.

All proposals shall be opened publicly at the date and time specified. Each proposal shall be
recorded together with the name of the vendor. Proposals shall be in accordance with the
requirements of this notice in order to be deemed “responsive.”

Proposals are to be submitted in a sealed enveloBe, plainly marked “PERRINVILLE
SCHOOL RELOCATION PROJECT”and received by the City Clerk on or before the time
and date given above.

The Prime Contractor shall demonstrate that they have successfully completed projects in the
last five (5) years of equal scope (i.e. masonry building relocation) in the State of Michigan and
where each year totaled more than $100,000 in structure relocation work.

No vendor may withdraw his proposal within one hundred twenty (120) calendar days after
the date set for opening thereof The City of Livonia reserves the right to accept any proposal,
to reject any or all proposals and to waive irregularities therein. Portions ofthis Contract may
be deleted due to unforeseen circumstances without compensation. Acceptance ofany proposal
does not constitute a binding agreement until a written Contract is signed by both parties.

Linda McCann Dennis K. Wright
Community Resources Director Mayor

Published: March 6,2016 L04000274280 JaSS
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CITY OF LIVONIA
LIVONIA HOUSING COMMISSION
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Livonia-Housing Commission, Michigan as
Owners, until the hour of 2:00 p.m. (Local Time) on Tuesday. March 15. 2016. at the offices
ofthe Housing Commission, 19300 Purlingbrook, Livonia, Ml 48152, at which time said
proposals will be opened and publicly read.

Purchase and installation of 135 19”electric ranges and carpet removal and replacement
in twenty (20) occupied one bedroom dwelling units at the McNamara Towers housing
community.

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

Specifications and bidding documents will be available beginning Monday, March 7, 2016 at
the Housing Commission administrative offices, 19300 Purlingbrook, Livonia, Ml 48152. All
proposals are to be submitted on the forms furnished by the Director of Housing which are
included in the Project Manual. All proposals shall be sealed in opaque envelopes, plainly
marked with the name ofthe project bid upon, name of bidder, and shall be addressed to
James M. Inglis, Executive Director, Livonia Housing Commission. Bids must be on the form
provided with the Project Manual accompanied and a non-collusive affidavit. Additional
bidding requirements are outlined in the Project Manual. This project is subject to HUD
Maintenance Wage Rates,

The City of Livonia-Housing Commission reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to award
the contract to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder and to waive any informalities
in the bids received. No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days subsequent to
the opening ofthe bids without the consent of the Housing Commission.

James M. Inglis, Housing Director

Dennis K. Wright, Mayor

Published: March 6.2016 LOAXWBTA3r7 3¢

CITY OF LIVONIA
PUBLIC NOTICE

AGENDA
Zoning Board of Appeals

M arch 22,2016 - 7:00 p.m.
Livonia City Hall - Auditorium (1stFloor)
33000 Civic Center Drive
Livonia, M1
(734) 466 2259

APPEAL CASE 2016-02-10 (Tabled on February 2. 2016): Michael R. Michalski, west
side of Wayne (18311) between Curtis and Pickford Court, seeking to maintain a privacy
fence, erected without a permit, and such fence placed within the side yard, which is not
allowed. Privacy fences cannot extend from the rear line of the home toward the front lot line.

APPEAL CASE 2016°02-I11 (Tabled on February 2. 2016): Michael R. Michalski, west
side of Wayne (18311) between Curtis and Pickford Court, seeking to store a recreational
vehicle (i.e. boat and trailer) within the side yard, which is not allowed. Recreational vehicles
must be stored in the rear yard, which is to the rear ofthe back line of the dwelling.

APPEAL CASE 2016-03-16: William Vourx, east side of Garden (15110) between
Jamison and Five Mile, seeking to maintain an awning covering a front porch, resulting in
deficient front yard setback. The existing home is nonconforming based on the existing front
yard setback of 40 feet where 50 feet is required.

APPEAL CASE 2016-03-21: Toebeck Realty, 9986 Manchester, St. Louis MO 63122, on
behalf of Lessee AutoZone, 123 South Front Street, Memphis, TN 38103, seeking to erect two
(2) wall signs (one on the east elevation; one on the south elevation), upon property located on
the west side of Middlebelt (13465) between Schoolcraft and Industrial, resulting in
excess number of wall signs and wall sign area.

APPEAL CASE 2016-03-23: Robert Bame, south side of Morlock (29073) between
Middlebelt and Parkville, seeking to maintain a detached garage addition, resulting in
excess garage area. The 1212 accessory building shall remain on the property.

Public Comments may be sent to the Zoning Board of Appeals Office at 33000 Civic Center
Drive, Livonia, MI 48154 - all comments must include name, address and signature.

Published: March 6.2016 104)000274679 36
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THERAPY

Continued from Page A9

on and on,” McCulloch
said. “We haven* turned
down anybody.”

And that’s a partic-
ularly important dis-
tinction, noted Ron John-
son of Fowlerville, father
of TCM member Nicho-
las Johnson. Nicholas, 12,
has a rare genetic condi-
tion, FG Syndrome,
which causes intellectual
disability and negatively
affects verbal and lan-
guage skills. Despite his
challenges, Nicholas
loves to sing and perform
- but was turned down
for his school choir, John-
son said.

With TCM, though,
Nicholas gets to share his
love of music and song.
He gets a much-needed
sense of belonging. And,
just as its intended, the
therapy has made a
marked improvement in
his sensory and commu-
nication skills, Johnson
said.

“For me, that’s the
amazing thing that Len is
doing. He gives Nicholas
his chance to believe in
something - this is a kid
that doesnt get invited to
birthday parties or any-
thing like that,” Johnson
said. “His speech, over-
all, isn’t good. But when
he comes to choir, he gets
to be on stage and sing
songs - which he loves.
And there’ the sensory
part, the motion, the
feeling that he’s part of
something. It’s just phe-
nomenal.”

Another TCM mem-
ber, Margaret Cannon of
Farmington Hills,
agreed. She suffered a
closed head injury from
falling outside, and
joined the choir about
three months ago.

“Everybody is some-
body here, we don't criti-
cize anyone. We're like a
family, we support each
other,” she said.

Cannon said singing
stops her from focusing
on her pain - and gives
her what she needs to
keep trying to improve

ela
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and overcome her condi-
tion. “It really encour-
ages me, shows me that |
really can do what I think
| can do,” she said.

Fellow member Thom-
as Matecki, a Livonia
resident, agreed. “I’ve
been going through a
little bit of a rough time,”
he said. “But once 1 sing,
it really helps.”

Indeed, said Linda
Francis, Gary Francis’
wife. “Four years ago,
Gary wouldn’t even try to
sing. T losteverything,’
he told me. Now, it puts
tears to my eyes to hear
these songs. He's amaz-
ing,” she said. “He’s
come such a long way -
and he’s still an excellent
singer.”

TCM is looking for
corporate sponsorship
and gladly accepts dona-
tions to defray costs. To
help, or for more infor-
mation, visit
www.therapychoirs.org.

awingblad@hometownlife.com
248-390-3976
TwitterQawingblad
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MATTHEW DAE SMITH
Len McCulloch assists Nicholas Johnson, 12, while he sings the nationai anthem, backed up by
the TCM.

MATTHEW DAE SMITH
Len McCuiioch (left) leads
Therapy Choirs of
Michigan members
during their performance
March 2 at the State
Capitol Building.
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Full Service Veterinary Hospital

OPEN 7 DAYS « 7 3 4 .7 2 8 .6 000

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M. Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals
35345 Cherry Hill Road
(JustE.of Wayne Roatl)

Westland, M1 48186

“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”
M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5
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Don’t be afraid to file an amended tax return

Q; I have a tax prob-
lem that | hope you can
help me with. Since my
divorce three years ago,
I have had a friend do
my tax returns. My tax-
es are reiativeiy
straightforward, as ali |
have is income from my
empioyer and some
interest. | have no de-
ductions. The only other
thing I have is distribu-
tions from my ex-hus-
band. That is where the
issue comes in. My
friend toid me the mon-
ey I've received from
my ex is taxabie. My
friend moved out of
town, so this year i de-
cided to do my taxes on
my own. | took advan-
tage of the free fiie
program you taiked
about a couple of
weeks ago. It was very
easy and straightfor-
ward. The issue came up
with the money I re-
ceived from my ex-

Bick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

husband. When iwent
through the questions,
it turns out that I did
not have to pay tax on
the money ™~ m my ex.
i called my divorce at-
torney and he con-
firmed that the money |
received was not alimo-
ny, but was considered
a property settlement
and, thus, 1did not have
to pay taxes, i asked my
friend who did my tax
returns about this and
she said she didn’t
know there was a differ-
ence. | have also talked
to my ex, who | have a
good relationship with,
and he confirmed that |
shouldn't have paid
taxes on the money. My
question to you is

shouid | file an amend-
ed return? The money
would be significant to
me, but I'm afraid to
fiile an amended return
because | was told that
it can cause aii sorts of
probiems with the IRS.
My question to you is
what should I do?

A: Without question,
you should file an amend-
ed return. It’s one of
those urban legends that
people think if you fUe an
amended return it auto-
matically going to cause
you problems with the
IRS; that is just not the
case. In your situation, it
would be relatively easy
to document that the
money you received was
not alimony, but a proper-
ty settlement.

To file an amended
return, you need to com-
plete Form 1040X. You
are allowed to amend
your return within three
years of when you filed

Couple indicted on harboring,
conspiracy charges after fire kills five

Susan Bromley
Staff Writer

Roger Tam and Ada
Mei Lei were indicted by
a grand jury Feb. 25 on
five counts of harboring
illegal aliens, one for
each victim that died ina
Novi basement fire last
month, as weU as one
count of conspiracy.

The indictment oc-
curred in Eastern Dis-
trict Court in Detroit and
paves the way for the
federal government to
pursue the felony
charges against Tam and
Lei at trial.

“Agrand jury of 23
citizens returned a six-
count indictment,” said
Gina Bayala, public in-
formation officer for the
U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Eastern District of Mich-
igan. “They aU voted
there was probable cause

and returned a true bUl
of indictment.”

The first five counts
allege that “from an un-
known date until on or
aboutJan, 31,2016, in the
Eastern District of Mich-
igan, defendants Roger
Tam and Ada Mei Lei,
knowing and in reckless
disregard of the fact than
an alien had come to,
entered, and remained in
the United States in vio-
lation of law, did conceal,
harbor and shield from
detection such ahen in
buildings and other
places for the purpose of
commercial advantage
and private financial
gain.”

These counts name
each of the victims that
were harbored and who
died in the Jan. 31 fire in
the defendants’ Mystic
Court residence: Brayan
Medina Contreras, Leo-

CIAS

nel Alvarado-Rodriguez,
Simeon Diaz-Nunez,
Miguel Nunez-Diaz and
Pablo Alvaro-Encino.
The sixth count in the
indictment alleges that
“from an unknown date
until or on about Jan. 31,
2016, in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Michigan and
elsewhere, defendants
Roger Tam and Ada Mei
Lei, did unlawfully,
knowingly and intention-
ally, combine, conspire,
confederate and agree
together and with each
other, and agree with
other persons whose
names are known and
unknown to the grand
jury, to commit the fol-
lowing offense against
the United States, to wit:
harboring illegal aliens
for the purpose of com-
mercial advantage and
private financial gain.”
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your return. If you filed
your 2012 tax return
April 1S, 2013, you would
have until April IS, 2016,
to amend it.

When it comes to tax-
es, you dont want to play
games. When you do your
201S tax return, if you
find that you made a
mistake in the past, itis
your obligation as a tax-
payer to file an amended
return. Not just because
you're entitled to money
— if you made a mistake
on your return and the
result is that you owe
money to the IRS, its in
your best interest to file
an amended return. Yes,
you will have to pay in-
terest and there is a po-
tential penalty. However,
when you voluntarily
amend your return, itis
much easier to deal with
the IRS than if you wait
until it notifies you.

In filing amended
returns, you also need to

Continuing Education

look at how the changes
will impact your Michi-
gan return. In many situ-
ations, the changes in
your federal return wtU
have an impact on your
state return. It appears
that by filing an amended
Michigan return you’ll
also receive a refund.

It is certainly nice
when a friend helps you
do your tax return. How-
ever, it is always impor-
tant to recognize that
taxes are not stagnant.
The rules last year are
not going to be the rules
next year; tax laws are
constantly changing.
That’s why it is important
to have someone that
understands taxes and is
dedicated to staying
current. Unfortunately,
many people who pre-
pare taxes dont stay
current and that is where
problems develop. You
and | sign our tax returns
and we are the ones who

i Professional Development
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are ultimately respon-
sible. That is why it is
important to make sure if
someone does your tax
return, they know what
they’re doing.

Many of you are eligi-
ble to take advantage of
the IRS free fUe system.
Itisavery good system
and itallows you to ac-
cess software from vari-
ous companies such as
IhrboTax, ThxSlayer and
other well-known tax
software programs for
free. It’s not gimmicky
and it saves you money.
As I've always believed,
the money you save al-
ways looks better in your
pocket that it does any-
where else.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
WWW.bloomassetmanage
ment.com. Ifyou would like
him to respond to questions,
email rickQbloomasset
management.com.
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SCHOOLCRAFT'S ELITE CHEFS!

SEE THE VARIETY OF CLASSES BELO W

« Cooking 101: Skill
Development

* Pastry 101; Skill Development
« Eastern Market Walking Tour ¢ NEWTuscan Sun-Kissed
* Chef*; The Art of Seasoning

& Flavoring

« Authentic Mexican Cuisire—  Quality Meal: Hands-on

The Ultimate Experience

New Recipes|
Qulirary

* NEW Cooking Light

* NEWJoin the Fun Cooking
with Mystery Produce

Breakfast; Hands-on
* NEW Make a Restaurant

« Outdoor Grilling: Hands-on

« Fresh & Fabulous Salads:

Hands-on

« Pastry Boot Camp: Hands-on
* Wine 101

« Italian Wines

« Spanish Wines

« ServSafe
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bacon, and french toast @ 1lam Seating ONLY

Honey Glazed Ham, Oven Roasted Turkey, & Herb Roasted Chicken

Carving Station with Roasted Sirloin

Green Bean Casserole & Mixed Vegetable Blend

Cheesy potatoes & Oven Roasted Red Skins

Broccoli Fettuccine Alfredo

Strawberry & Candied walnut Salad and Antipasto Salad

Fresh Baked rolls

Assorted Cheese & Fresh Fruit Display

Assorted Desserts,

Pies, & Cakes

Sada, Coffee, & Tea included*

Prices:

Adults- $20.99

Seniors- $15.99

Kids 10 & Under-$8.99

Kids 6 & Under-

FREE

6% sales tax & 20% gratuity added to all parties

Make your reservations today
(734) 464 5555

35780 Five Mile Road Livonia, Ml 48154
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W arriors complete perfect 20-0 season

TOM BEAUDOIN
Lutheran Westland's Ben Brown
looks for a teammate to pass to
during a game earlier this season.

D2 REGIONAL FINAL

Fast start leads LW
past Whitmore Lake

Ed Wright
staff Writer

Led by Zach Burk’s second
40-point night in the past two
weeks, Lutheran Westland’s
boys basketball completed a
perfected 20-0 record season
Thursday night by toppling
host Whitmore Lake, 75-57.

Burk, who netted 41 points in
the Warriors’victory over Ster-
ling Heights Parkway Christian
last week, also grabbed a team-
high 14 rebounds —eight under

the glass at the offensive end of
the court.

Whitmore Lake (4-16) kept
the game close for a quarter
and trailed just 18-13~ter eight
minutes, but the Warriors shift-
ed into another gear in the sec-
ond stanza, outscoring their
hosts, 20-7, to secure a 38-20
halftime advantage.

In addition to Burk, Jordan
Williams (10 points, 10re-
bounds, two blocked shots),
Luke Smith (10 points, 10 re-
bounds) and Kory Barikmo (15
assists, five steals) excelled for
the winners.

“1ldidnt know what to ex-
pect heading into this game,

being a non-conference oppo-
nent,” Lutheran Westland head
coach Jim Hoeft admitted.
“They had some big bodies, but
our guys completely neutr”-
ized their size. We got out and
ran when we had our opportuni-
ties.”

Ryan Threau led Whitmore
Lake with 13 points. Blake Ver-
shun added 10.

The Warriors shot a sizzling
68 percent from two-point
range and made seven of 10
free throws.

Lutheran Westland returns
to action Monday at Whitmore
Lake ina 6:30 p.m. first-round
Class C district contest against

Livonia Stevenson's Spartans celebrate after winning the Division 2 regional at Plymouth Cultural Center.

NEXT STO P

Late goal by Siroky
pushes Stevenson

into quarterfinals
Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Late in the third period of
Friday’ Division 2 boys hock-
ey regional final, the host
Salem Rocks were tasting a
potential upset of No. 2-
ranked Livonia Stevenson.

After trailing 1-0 virtually
all night at Plymouth Cultural
Center and being outshot by a
wide margin (the Spartans led
the shot board 22-4 after two
periods), all of a sudden the
Rocks evened things up when
junior forward sent the re-
bound of ashot by junior
defenseman Marty Mills into
the Stevenson net with 15:48
remaining in regulation

But with a packed house of
about 1,200 fans pumping up
the volume, Stevenson
pounced on an errant defen-
sive pass in Salem’ zone. The
puck landed on the stick of
senior forward Alex Siroky,
who at 12:01 of the period

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Livonia Stevenson's Nick Beers (No. 27) carries the puck against the
defense of Salem's Chase Kee (No. 27).

blasted a one-timer off the
right post that Rocks junior
standout goalie TVistan Reh-
ling (30 saves) had no chance
on.

That turned out to be the
difference as the Spartans
hung on fora 2-1victory and
advanced to the D2 quarterfi-
nal slated for 7 p.m. Utesday

at Yost Arena in Ann Arbor.

“Alex Siroky, I couldn’t be
happier for a kid,” Stevenson
head coach Dave Mitchell
said, struggling with emotion
as he tried to get the words
out. “Hes been through a lot.
He’s a first-year senior, his
mom is battling cancer.

“For him to do that on this

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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stage, hesa first-year guy for
us. I’'m just so happy for him
and proud of him and so excit-
ed that he got this opportunity
and he made the most of it.”

For his mom

According to Siroky, who
has dedicated this season to
his mom — who has only been
able to attend a couple of
games this year — getting the
winning goal “feels good, its
the best feeling right now.... |
basically just went back to
what we do in practice, (fore-
checkrelentlessly) and make
the ‘D’make a mistake. I just
capitalized on it.”

For most of the game, he
and the other Spartans were
unable to solve Rehling be-
tween the Salem pipes. Siroky
had a theory.

“I was shooting low aU the
game and | wasn't getting
anything,” Siroky said. “So |
figured 1’d shoot it high once.”

After the contest ended
and Stevenson players hoist-
ed the regional trophy, veter-
an Salem head coach Ryan
Ossenmacher waited on the
ice to say a few extra words

See HOCKEY. Page B4

Home Equity Loans

rates as
low as

Ann Arbor Greenhills. A vic-
tory would propel it into
Wednesday’ 5:30 p.m. semi-
final tilt against Canton Prep,
which drew a first-round bye.

Arrun to the district title
game on March 11would match
the Warriors against the winner
of Wednesday’s Y psilanti Arbor
Prep-Whitmore Lake clash.

“Now we look forward to a
run in the MHSAA state tourna-
ment,” Hoeft said. “Our guys
are chomping at the bit.  am so
proud of what we’ve accom-
plished this season. Thisisa
great group of guys.”

ewright@hometownlife.com

CLASS A GIRLS DISTRICT
BASKETBALL

Big fourth

leads
Churchill
to cronn

Chargers storm back from
late deficit, win 43-37
Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Toward the end of one painful-
ly-long third-quarter tailspin
Friday night during his team’
Class A district championship
game against host Dearborn
Heights Crestwood, Livonia
ChurchiU girls basketball coach
K’Len Morris called a time out,
gathered his players in a tight
circle and got right to the point.

“I challenged them,” Morris
recounted, talking about his at-
tempt to put the brakes on a 14-
minute stretch when the Char-
gers scored just four points and
saw a 20-10 lead evaporate into a
29-24 deficit.

“In so many words, | asked
them, ‘How bad do you want
this?™”

As itturned out, the Chargers
wanted it really, really bad.

Churchill emerged from the
time-out with a renewed energy
and a re-sharpened focus, scor-
ing 12 straight points on the way
to a 43-37 victory and possibly
the school first-ever girls bas-
ketball district title.

“l asked Marc (Hage) a few
days ago when the last time
Churchill won a (girls basketball)
district, and he said if they did
win one before tonight, Fred
Flintstone was one of the refer-
ees,” Morris said, smiling. “I’'m

See CHURCHILL, Page B4

ED WRIGHT
Members of Churchill's girls basketball
team celebrate moments after
winning a Class A district title.

C ommunity

Financial

CFCU.ORG/HOME 877.937.2328


mailto:EWRIGHT@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

B2 (WGRL)

BOYS D2 HOCKEY

0 &E Media | Sunday. March 6, 2016

LOCAL SPORTS

hometownlife.com

Stevenson rolls past Chargers, 6-1

Churchill ends season
with a 20-5-1 record
Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Playing just its second game
in the past 11days, Livonia
Stevenson’s hockey team hit
the ice Wednesday night with
the hunger and ferocity ofa
lion that hadnt eaten in a week.

Pouncing on the majority of
loose pucks and attacking the
net in relentless waves, the
well-rested Spartans sidelined
Livonia Churchill, 6-1, in a Divi-
sion 2 regional semifinal clash
at Eddie Edgar Arena.

The result propelled Steven-
son into Friday’s 7 p.m. region-
al final against Salem at the
Plymouth Cultural Center and
capped resurgent Churchills
season at a gold-standard 20-
6-1.

Although Stevenson outshot
the Chargers, 14-3, in the first
period, the game was scoreless
until the 1:46 mark when Zach
Finzel torpedoed a missile
from the bottom of the left
face-off circle past phenome-
nal Churchill puck-stopper
Andrew Broyles to give the
Spartans a 1-0 lead.

“Knowing how much fire-
power Churchill has, it was so
nice to get one in the first peri-
od because Broyles was play-
ing so well,” Stevenson head
coach David Mitchell said.

ED WRIGHT

Nate Sudek directs a face-off toward teammate Alex Siroky Wednesday

night.

when asked of the importance
of FinzeTs goal. “I think it
calmed everybody down. It
was a big goal and it couldnt
have come from a better kid.”
The goal triggered an ava-
lanche for the eventual win-
ners, who widened their ad-
vantage to 3-0 during the open-
ing seven minutes of the mid-
dle stanza thanks to goals from
Justin Alton and Alex Walkus-
ki, whose net-finder capped a
15-second shot barrage.

As Walkuski’ shot settled
into the net, the shots-on-goal
category — 20-4 —reflected
the Spartans’ongoing domi-
nance.

Like its done all season,
Churchill continued to battle,
slicing its deficit to 3-1 with
6:38 remaining in the second
period on Spencer Kovacs’
power-play goal.

The Chargers came close to
cutting their deficit to one goal
with a couple dangerous rushes

ED WRIGHT

Stevenson's Alex Walkusky celebrates a goal Wednesday night as the
official confirms the puck crossed the goal line.

from Nolan Cioch, but Steven-
son senior goalie Cullen Barber
came up big each time.
Churchill still had life 30
seconds into the final period
when it skated with a man ad-
vantage in the wake of a two-
minute Stevenson infraction,
but the Spartans’penalty-kill-
ing unit limited the Chargers to
one or two half-decent looks.
The Spartans sealed the deal
with two goals in the final 11
minutes, the first delivered by
Joe Alcantara, who was assist-

Members of the Garden City high school and middle school pom teams were recognized at the capitol in Lansing earlier this week.

POM PON

Garden City pom recognized at capitol

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

While Republican Presi-
dential candidates verbally
sparred at Detroit’s Fox Thea-
tre Thursday night, there was
no debating this: Garden City’s
pom program is off-the-charts
excellent.

Recognizing the teams’
long-standing string of state
championships. Senator David
Knezek, who represents Gar-
den City and its surrounding
communities, invited mem-
bers of Garden City’s state-
championship pom programs
to the capitol building on Thes-
day to honor their award-
winning work ethic and ac-
complishments.

Garden City's varsity and
middle-school pom teams have
earned a reputation as the
“teams to beat” at the annual
Mid-American Pom state
championships each February.

ewright@hometownlife.com

TOM BEAUDOIN
Wayne's Brendan Maldonado Is
pictured warming up prior to a
match earlier this winter.

Garden City pom members perform a high-kick routine with State Senator David Knezek.

MHSAA DIVIStON 1 BOWLING FINALS

Zebras fdl short in bid to repeat

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

The Wayne Memorial boys
bowling team made a solid
bid to repeat its magical
MHSAA Division 1 state-title
run from a year ago, but was
eliminated in a semifinal
match Friday night against
Macomb L'Anse Creuse
North, 1,378 pins to 1,128.

The Zebras, who earned a
sixth seed during the day’s
final-eight qualifying rounds,
knocked off third-seeded
Oxford, 1,300-1,246.

Wayne put together Baker
games of 213 and 222, before

piling up 886 pins in the tra-
ditionally-scored games.

Wyandotte Roosevelt cap-
tured the D1 state title by
crushing North, 1,378-1,128, in
the final.

On the girls’side of the
lanes, Westland John Glenn
just missed earning a final-
eight berth when it regis-
tered the ninth-highest pin
total (2,976) during the day’s
qualifying rounds. Eighth-
seeded Zeeland edged the
Rockets by just 17 pins to
earn the final match-play
qualifying spot.

Juggernaut Davison ulti-
mately won the girls D1

championship by knocking
off Farmington in the cham-
pionship match.

The Division 1finals were
hosted by Sterling Lanes in
Sterling Heights.

Results from Saturday’s
Division lindividual state
boys and girls tournaments,
which included several area
bowlers, will be posted Mon-
day on hometownlife.com.

Among the bowlers striv-
ing for a state title are John
Glenn senior standouts Julia
Huren, Emily Dietz and Ash-
ley Kolb.

ewhght@hometownlife.com

ed by Shane Leonard and Jake
Beaune; and the final dagger
coming from Alex Oqulst.

“Churchill is a great team,
they had a great year, and hats
offto them,” Mitchell said.
“Starting with Broyles and
from the net out, they have a
lot of players returning next
season and they have an ex-
tremely bright future.”

Stevenson out-shot the Char-
gers, 37-12.

ewright@hometownlife.com

CLASS A DISTRICT
BASKETBALL

Crestwood's
balance
stymies
Patriots

first win falls short

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Livonia Franklin’s girls
basketball team found out this
season just how difficult it can
be to rebound from losing 10
seniors to graduation.

On Wednesday at Dearborn
Heights Crestwood, the super-
young Patriots dropped a 55-
38 decision to the host Char-
gers in a Class A district semi-
final game.

The loss left the hustling,
but inexperienced. Patriots
with a final mark of 0-21.
Crestwood moved on Friday’s
district final against Livonia
Churchill.

The Patriots were in the
game early, trailing just 15-10
after the opening eight min-
utes thanks to a pair of triples
from Lexi Bryant and four
points (including a threejfrom
Brooke Garbarino.

However, Crestwood
stretched its lead to 27-12 at
the half and 45-24 with eight
minutes left.

Senior Julee Perez went out
on a strong note for Franklin,
scoring a team-high nine
points.

Garbarino finished with
eight points while Bryant
added six.

Fueling the Chargers’bal-
anced attack were Annmarie
Carmona (12 points), Demi
Rodriguez (11), Hiba Daifi
(nine) and Nicole Ristovski,
who scored eight.

The Patriots stepped to the
line 10 times, hitting six.

ewright@hometownlife.com

TOM BEAUDOIN
Franklin's Lexi Bryant eyes the
basket during a Wednesday night
drive against Crestwood.
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Bears claw back to edge Cougars

ED WRIGHT

Garden City's Jake Sadowski, who scored a team-high 14 points, dribbles

through Wyandotte pressure.

QC drops regular season finale 60-57

Ed Wright

staff Writer

Garden City’s boys basket-
ball team performed like a
blue-chip stock during the first
quarter of Thursday night’s
game against visiting Wyan-
dotte.

Unfortunately for the Cou-
gars, the second half turned
into a Bear market.

In the final regular-season
contest for both teams, the
Bears slowly chipped away at a
20-7 first-quarter deficit to pull
out a spine-tingling 60-57 vic-
tory.

mThe loss dropped the Cou-
gars to 10-10 heading into
Wednesday’s Class A district
semifinal game at Livonia
Franklin.

Garden City withstood a

pair of strong second-half
surges by the Bears and held a
57-55 lead with 53.2 seconds to
play after Branden Grace
drained a pair of clutch free
throws.

However, Wyandottes main
man, senior guard Jaukwan
Parrish, converted an old-
fashioned three-point play with
43 ticks left to put the visitors
on top, 58-57.

Following an empty pos-
session at the other end for the
Cougars, Wyandotte’s Baily
Adkins Imocked down two free
throws at the 20.2-second mark
to put his team up by three.

The Cougars called a time-
out with 11.7 seconds to play
and got a potential game-tying
24-foot triple look from senior
Robbie Moyers, but the ball
rimmed out and into the hands

GIRLS CLASS A DISTRICT HOOPS

Churchill upends GC,
advances to final

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Livonia Churchill senior
guard Alivia Kondrath was in a
Stephen Curry-like shooting
zone Wednesday night during
the Chargers’ Class A district
semifinal game against Garden
City.

Kondrath scorched the nets
in the Dearborn Heights Crest-
wood gymnasium to the tune of
27 points, making seven three-
point shots — three in the first
quarter while the Chargers
were securing a 14-5 lead.

Churchill improved to 9-13
and advanced to Friday's 7 p.m.
district final game against host
Crestwood.

Garden City, whose season
ended with a 6-14 record, hung
tough with the Chargers and
trailed by a manageable deficit
of 25-18 at the half.

However, Churchill, which
defeated GC in an early-season
December game, outscored the
Cougars 18-8 in the third stanza
to widen its gap to 43-26 with
just eight minutes left.

Complementing Kondrath’s
strong performance were Mol-
ly Pummill (seven points) and
Shae Smith, who scored five.

The Chargers connected on
11 0f 23 free-throw attempts.

Junior Aleea Montgomery
was the star attraction for GC,
scoring 15 points while drain-
ing eight of nine free-throw
attempts.

Cougar senior Lindsey Mi-
chalak closed out her brilliant
high school career with 10
points. Kaylee Hewer added
seven points and Sam Schwes-
ing scored three on a first-
quarter trey.

The Cougars were frequent
visitors to the charity stripe,
making 21 of 34.

Blazers upend Old
Redford

Livonia Ladywood blitzed
Detroit Old Redford Academy,
62-27, Monday night in a Class
B district opening round game
that unfolded in the Blazers’
gym.
Junior Ally Audia was the
Blazers’primary catalyst,

T omn
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Garden City's Denzel Tinsley fires up a fade-away jumper over a Wyandotte defender Thursday night.

of Wyandottes TVler Thoring-
ton as the final horn sounded.

Garden City was haunted by
24 turnovers —an unusually
high amount for the Cougars
despite their fast-paced style
of play.

After shooting a red-hot 50
percent (eight-for-16) from the
field in the opening quarter,
the Cougars cooled off, fin-
ishing the game 23-for-57 (40.3
percent).

In a game that matched
teams nearly equal in size and
skill, the Bears also made 23 of
57 field-goal attempts, but

TOM BEAUDOIN

Churchill's Colleen McGowan eyes the basket during Wednesday's victory

over Garden City.

TOM BEAUDOIN

Garden City's Brittany Radtke splits a pair of defenders during a first-half

drive Wednesday night.

contributing 23 points and 11
rebounds. Senior Erika Sela-
kowski also had a strong game,
netting 11points and a season-
high 20 rebounds.

Other contributors were
junior Monica Rzepka (eight
points, nine rebounds), Kath-
leen Bushart (three points.

three assists) and Kate Roney,
who added four assists and two
steals.

The Blazers were set to take
on Detroit Henry Ford Friday
night in the district final host-
ed by Southfield Bradford
Academy.

canned 12 of 23 free throws
compared to GC* eight-for-12
effort at the line.

Junior Jake Sadowski was
brilliant for the Cougars, mak-
ing seven of his eight two-point
shots to finish with a team-high
14 points. Sadowski also
snatched seven rebounds and
helped break the Bears’ full-
court press.

Grace scored 12 points and
grabbed five rebounds in his
final home game. Moyers
closed his home career with
nine points and five boards
while sophomore Cameron

Walter played well, contrib-
uting seven points and five
rebounds.

Parrish was splendid for the
Bears, netting 20 points. Ad-
kins added 10 points and four
rebounds in a reserve role,
while Thorington (nine points,
11 rebounds) just missed a
double-double.

The Cougars sizzling start
was triggered by a back-to-
back steals from Tony Van
Dooren, who turned both into
fast-break layups by Moyers.

ewright@hometownlife.com

BOYS BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Kettering edges
Franklin in overtime

Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Shaky shooting at the free-
throw line proved costly for
Livonia Franklin’ boys bas-
ketball team Thursday night
at Waterford Kettering.

The Patriots misfired on
their final nine attempts from
the charity stripe in regula-
tion before falling in over-
time, 60-50.

The setback capped the
Patriots’ regular-season rec-
ord at 2-18 heading into Mon-
day’s Class A district tourna-
ment, which they will host.

Franklin will take on Dear-
born Heights Crestwood’s in
.Monday’s 7 p.m. opening-
round game. Redford Thur-
ston and Livonia Stevenson
will square off in the 5:30 p.m.
contest.

Thanks to a strong perfor-
mance from Mark Mettie (21
points on 10-0f-15 shooting),
Franklin held a 40-37 lead
with eight minutes to play, but
couldn’t get the clutch free
throw to fall when at the
most-pivotal point of the
game.

The Patriots pushed the
game into the extra session
thanks to a tip-in before the
buzzer by junior Jax Gasaway
(eight points).

Senior Joe Chinavare was
solid across the board for
Franklin, netting 12 points, six
steals and five rebounds.
Chinavare was the only Patri-
ot to display consistency at
the line, burying four of five
attempts.

Peyton Harris contributed
seven points and six rebounds
to the Patriots’ cause.

Franklin managed to find
net on just eight of 19 free-
throw attempts.

Rockets steamroll
Milford

West John Glenn’s Zeale
McCullough proved to be an
unstoppable force Thursday
night in the Rockets’ 60-33
victory over Milford.

The lopsided outcome im-
proved John Glenn’s record to
11-9 while the Mavericks
slipped to 7-13.

The Rockets will open
Class A district play on
Wednesday at 7 p.m. against
the winner of Monday’s Tay-
lor Truman-Wayne Memorial
game.

Relentless in the paint,
McCullough piled up 25
points, 12 rebounds and three
blocked shots.

Also shining for the win-
ners were Christian Agnew
(12 points and three steals)
and Daijon Parker, who com-
piled a stat line that included
four points, eight rebounds
and five blocked shots.

Chargers rebound
with win

Livonia Churchill closed its
regular-season Thursday
night with a 56-42 triumph
over Hartland.

The Chargers improved to
13-7 while Hartland slipped to
8-12.

Churchill never trailed
after seizing a 16-5 first-quar-
ter lead. Coach Jimmy Solak’s
team owned a 23-17 halftime
edge and a 42-31 advantage
with eight minutes to play.

Seniors Jon Hovermale and
Joan Andoni shared scoring
honors for the winners with
16 points a piece. Myron Bur-
nette and Evan Cummins both
added eight.

Mitchell Brown scored 17
for Hartland.

Stevenson takes
down WLN

Livonia Stevenson capped
its regular season Thursday
night with 69-60 victory over
visiting Walled Lake North-
ern.

The Spartans’ final record
was 10-10.

Led by lan Knoph’s 19
points, the Spartans had three
players reach the double-digit
mark. Nader Kandalast and
Kyle Malkowski were the
other two.

Stevenson returns to action
Monday at 5:30 p.m. when it
takes on Redford Thurston in
a compelling first-round Class
A district game at Livonia
Franklin.

ewright@hometownlife.com
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COLLEGE SOFTBALL PREVIEW

Crusaders feature mix of vets, newcomers

Observerland alums dot Madonna’s softball
roster as team looks to repeat '15 success

Timothy Johnston

Correspondent

Coming off of last season’s
magical run in the NAIA Nation-
al Tournament, Madonna soft-
ball is preparing to take the next
step in 2016 and will rely on a
strong returning cast of student-
athletes along the way.

Led by reigning WHAC
Coach of the Year Jerry Abra-
ham, the Crusaders return a
host of players from last year’s
roster, including 2015 First
Team All-Conference members
Erin Combs, Morgan Kaiser,
Mikey Kish and Nicky Salloum.

The 2016 season began with
an appearance last month at the
Martin Methodist College Melt-
down Classic in Pulaski, Term.
This week, the Crusaders are in
Tbcson, Ariz. for acourse of 14
games in six days through
March 9.

The Crusaders’home opener
is scheduled for 1p.m. March 19
against NCAA Division 11 oppo-
nent Findlay (Ohio). In all, the
Crusaders will play in front of
their home crowd on seven
different occasions this season
with four series coming against
WHAC foes.

The team recorded a perfect
14-0 mark at home last season.

Hello, goodbye

The Crusaders said goodbye
to three key players at the end
of last season, including stand-
out pitcher Bree Crampton who
dominated on the mound for the
Crusaders, finishing her final
season with an ERA of 1.88.

Third baseman Kasey TVier-
weiler was crucial for the Cru-
saders both defensively and
offensively, helping the Blue
and Gold’s magical run with a
season batting average of .366
while achieving great success

BOYS SWIMMING &
DIVING

Chiefs nip
Wildcats in
photo finish

Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Canton and Plymouth battled
for supremacy in the KLAA
South Division Feb. 20 at West-
land John Glenn, and both varsi-
ty boys swimming and diving
teams nearly finished in a dead
heat.

The division meet came down
to the final event, too, with the
Chiefs’400-meter relay team of
senior Gerard Niermann, sopho-
more Derek Goderis, junior
Kyle Amick and sophomore
Daniel Mullen’ time of 3:20.16
nipping the 3:20.23 turned in by
Plymouth’s quartet of junior
Mike Wischer, seniors Bronson
Knowles, Aniketh Visai and
Garrett Beauprez.

That turned out to be the
difference overall, as Canton
finished first in the meet with
640.5 points, with Plymouth’s
629.5 good for second. In third
with 383 was Livonia Churchill,
followed by Wayne Memorial
(fourth, 330), John Glenn (fifth,
133) and Livonia Franklin (sixth,
89).

At the subsequent Kensing-
ton Conference meet Feb. 27,
the Chiefs placed fifth in the
team standings while Plymouth
came in sixth.

Canton’s 200 relay team also
was first, with Niermann, Gode-
ris, junior Jemal Vaunado and
MuUen prevailing in 1:33.47.

The Wildcats garnered top
spot in the meet-opening 200-
medley relay, with the tandem
of Beauprez, Knowles, Visai and
Wischer’s 1:41.12 time ahead of
second-place Canton (sopho-
more TVisten Shao, Niermann,
freshman Isaac Fong and junior
Kyle Amick finished in 1:45.25).

Kicking off the two-day meet
was 1-meter diving on Feb. 19,
which Churchills Ethan Burke
won with a total of 462.25 points.

The only individual victory
for the Chiefs was collected by
Mullen, first in the 100 freestyle
with a 48.91. Depth points were
key for Canton, with four sec-
ond-place finishers.

Plymouth, meanwhile, took
first in the following individual
events: Beauprez (200 IM,
2:02.22; 500 free, 4:55.87), Wisch-
er (50 free, 22.82), Keegan Ken-
dall (100 butterfly, 58.32; 100
backstroke, 59.13) and 10iowles
(100 breaststroke, 1:04.29).

tsmith@hometownlife.com

off the field with a pair of high
academic honors.

Center fielder Karleigh
Creighton, one of the Crusaders
leaders in the outfield from last
season, rounds out the key
losses to graduation.

But new to the fold are Livo-
nian Franklin alum Becky Gia-
cobbi (outfield) and Canton
product Halee Warren (infield),
both freshmen.

Others arriving onto the
scene are freshman infielders
Kerstyn Comerzan, Alyssa
Matusko, Haley lzworski and
Jordan Thayer. Both Matusko
and lzworsld also catch.

Returning cast

Several players with ties to
Observerland and Hometown-
life high schools win be back for
another season at Madonna.

That list includes junior
infielder Nikky Salloum (Livo-
nia Churchill), junior infielders
and Plymouth products Kayla
Rebain and Bri Giordano, sopho-
more pitcher Erika Randall
(Livonia Stevenson), sophomore
outfielder Julia Cavagnini
(Churchill) and sophomore
outfielder Mallory Daschke
(Novi).

On the mound

The loss of Bree Crampton
leaves some big shoes to fill on
the Crusaders’pitching staff
and junior Erin Combs is ready
to take over where the former
all-league hurler left off.

Combs, a No. 1pitcher by any
team’s standard, put togethera
stellar 2015 campaign with a
conference-low 1.68 ERA as a
sophomore. She was as a First
Team M-WHAC member while
also being named to the Aca-
demic All-District First Team
and batted .378.

Abraham and the Crusaders

CHURCHILL

Continued from Page Bl

happy for the entire team, but
1I’m especially happy for my
seniors because they had nev-
er won a district game before
tonight, let alone a district
championship.

“There’s nota quote | can
put in the paper that can ex-
press how proud I am of those
kids.”

Now 10-13, ChurchUl ad-
vanced to Hiesday’ 5:30 p.m.
regional semifinal against 20-3
Southfield Lathrup at Dear-
born Fordson.

The Chargers are still alive
thanks in large part to seniors
Molly Pummill, who scored 12
points and grabbed 15re-
bounds, and Alivia Kondrath,
who contributed eight points,
three steals and hit the floor at
least four times in pursuit of
loose balls.

The battle under the boards
for rebounds was fierce, Fhun-
mUIl acknowledged, the ice
pack taped to her right shoul-
der serving as proof.

“Crestwood was playing
p re” physical,” she said. “But
I think we manned up and did
a great job under there.”

HOCKEY

Continued from Page Bl

and give a pat on the back to
one of the defensemen on the
ice for the deciding play —
co-captain Bailey Thompson.

“The reality is there’ hun-
dreds of plays in a hockey
game and not one play defines
a game,” Ossenmacher said,
“We’re probably not in that
position to begin with if he’s
not on our team,

“It was absolutely no rea-
son for him to hold his head
low; he played a fantastic
game. We played four de-
fensemen against the fastest
team in the state for 51 min-
utes and so he was our rock all
year and it was no different
tonight.”

Quick start

Stevenson’s trademark
speed was evident right off
the hop. At 1:03 of the opening
period, senior forward and
co-captain Nate Sudek
pounced on a rebound and
drove it past Rehling.

“It’s playoffs; when you
score in the first minute, that
just propelled us, that really
got us going,” Sudek said. “I
got to the netand I just put it
in.”

LOCAL SPORTS
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MADONNA ATHLETICS

Madonna University pitcher Erin Combs delivers a pitch during a February game.

also boast Randall and Paige
Montague on the 2016 staff.
Both are expected to compete
for time in the circle this season.

Behind the dish

Junior catcher Mikey Kish,
who proved to be a key player
throughout the Crusaders’2015
run, returns to work behind the
plate.

Kish finished the season with
a .376 batting average and a
stellar performance behind the
plate as one of the WHAC? top
defensive catchers.

The then-sophomore racked
up her share of awards in 2015
by being named WHAC All-
Conference First Team, while
earning nods on the National
Fast Pitch Coaches Association
(NFCA) NAIA All-Region First
mream and Academic All-District
First Team.

Junior Breanna Keethler and
freshmen Izworski and Matusko
will also compete for time be-
hind the plate.

Infield crew
Known as one of the most
well-respected tandems in the

WHAC, the middle infield duo
of Salloum and Emma Cook
return as the battery up the
middle for the Crusaders this
season.

Salloum was a force aU 2015
for the Crusaders, posting a .329
batting average to earn a nod as
First Team AU-WHAC. She also
earned a spot on the Academic
Ad-District team last season.

Cook, the starting second
basemen, recorded one of the
top fielding percentages in 2015
with a .986 mark by way of 55
assists and only two errors.

The only senior on the 2016
squad. Cook hit .315 last season
with 14 doubles, two home runs
and 38 RBIs. Jordan Thayer wiU
compete for time at second base
behind Cook.

Former Plymouth Wildcat
Rebain returns at first base this
season after seeing the field in
46 of the Crusaders’52 games in
2015. She tied for the team-lead
in homers with five last season.

Third base is a wide open
competition at this point as
Abr~am has five-to-six stu-
dent-athletes vying for playing
time. Of the large group com-

Churchill basketball players pose with their hard-earned district
championship trophy after rallying to beat Crestwood, 43-37.

Crestwood’s catalyst was
freshman guard Demi Rodri-
gues, who scored a team-high
16 points before fouling out
with two bang-bang fouls at
the 2:23 mark of the fourth
quarter.

In a high-energy game
played at a ping-pong pace,
Churchill bolted to an 18-10
first-quarter lead behind the
inside play of junior Anne
Yost, who scored eight of her

The Spartans (18-7-1) kept
the pressure dialed on high,
but took that 1-0 lead into the
locker room after the first,
despite outshooting Salem,
13-1.

“The first period, we had to
adjust to that speed and |
thought we did,” Ossenmach-
er said, “Really, from there on
out, they had opportunities,
but they were on the outside.
We limited them to one-and-
dones.”

Salem (17-9-2) had several
power plays in the second
period, including a five-on-
three for 1:19, but could not
get much going and remained
down 1-0 after two periods.

“We’d probably like to get
one on the power play, but
their PK is not much different
from (Stevenson’) rest of the
game,” Ossenmacher said.
“It’s fast, it’s well-coached and
we didnt bury one on the
power play like we would have
liked to.”

Finally, the Rocks found a
way to light the lamp against
Stevenson senior goalie Cullen
Barber.

Saunders — who scored
two net-front goals Wednes-
day against Plymouth —con-
verted the rebound of a Mills
shot taken from above the
circles.

12 points during the opening
eight minutes.

After Kennedy Carrier
banked in a put-back to open
the second period, Churchill
led 20-10and appeared to have
a firm grasp on the trophy.

That’s when the Chargers’
wheels fell off —at least tem-
porarily —and Crestwood
stormed back to within 23-19 at
the half after Rodriguez
banked in a 40-foot desper-

Noworries

There was no panic on the
Stevenson bench, even with
Salem fans on their feet and
screaming at the top of their
lungs.

Still, it wasnt an easy task
to get another one past Reh-
ling, on his game throughout
the regional. With just under
10 minutes to play in the third,
a Salem defensive giveaway
led to a snapshot by Sudek
from between the circles,

Rehling snared the puck
with a spectacular, windmill
grab.

“Great save; he really
stepped up at the end of the
season,” (jssenmacher said.
“Especially in the first period,
| thought he did a good job
keeping it to a one-goal lead.
And then he made the saves
he needed to and, that one in
particular, the glove save,
keeps it 1-1and gives us an
opportunity.”

Even then, the Spartans
kepttheir composure, ready
to get the next one. Soon
enough, they did.

“We were just trying to
keep our heads in the game,”
Sudek said about the team s
response on the bench to the
equalizer. “We were like,
‘Don't lose the intensity and
we were going to get it back.’

peting for a spot, Giordano is
the most experienced with
freshmen Kerstyn Comerzan
and Warren mixed in the rota-
tion as well.

Garden patrol

The Crusaders’outfield will
be led by Morgan Kaiser, a ju-
nior from Flat Rock and yet
another First Team All-WHAC
selection from the 2015 cam-
paign. The Flat Rock native
paced the Crusaders offensively
with a .426 batting average,
adding .475 slugging percentage
to go along with four doubles
and 13RBIs.

With the loss of center fielder
Karleigh Creighton, the Crusad-
ers will look to their youth to fill
the role in 2016. Sophomores
Cavagnini and Mallory Daschke
will be competing for time in
center field as will freshmen
Giacobbiand Comerzan.

Juniors Bria DeBono and
Morgan Thompson will see time
in the outfield this season as
well.

TimothyJohnston issports information
director at Madonna University.

ation heave just before the
buzzer sounded.

The third quarter was a
nightmare for Churchill,
which made just one of seven
shots, committed eight turn-
overs and fell behind, 29-24,
before Morris’s time-out with
just under a minute left.

The turn-around started
with five ticks left in the third
when Yost sealed her defend-
er, secured a bounce-pass feed
from Sam Zonca and banked in
a shot from the door step to
cut her team deficit to 29-26.

Colleen McGowan’s driving
layup 15 seconds into the
fourth quarter set the game-
ending tone for Churchill,
which extended its lead to 36
-29 with consecutive short-
range baskets from Yost, Pum-
mill and Zonca.

TWo quick buckets from
Medina Elzayat with under 30
seconds left brought Crest-
wood to within 41-37, but Kon-
drath frosted the victory cake
with two late free throws.

“When I took this job, 1
wanted to change the culture
here and to make people look
at Churchill girls basketball
differently,” said Morris. “One
of the first goals we set was to
win a district, and we did that
tonight.”

My buddy Alex Siroky, my
linemate actually, he buried it
inthe net. That was fantastic.”

And now the Spartans
move on to Yost, one more win
away from going to USA
Hockey Arena in Plymouth
for the final four.

“It’s Diesday against the
winner of TFenton and Ann
Arbor Huron,” Mitchell said.
“Either way, it’s going to be a
solid, solid hockey game. We
got to clean up some things
and generate a little more
offense.

“But when you’re this deep
in the tournament, going into a
quarterfinal game, its going
to be a good hockey game and
we’ll be ready.”

Mitchell then tipped his cap
to Ossenmacher, Rehling and
the Rocks, but emphasized
that his group of seniors is
deserving of a chance to go
for a championship.

“This senior group is an
unbelievably special group,”
Mitchell said. “All the groups
of seniors usually are, but this
group, led by our captains of
Ben Kowalske and Alec Allen
and Cullen Barber and Shane
Leonard and Adam Olson ...

“All the seniors, just such a
classy, high-character group
of kids that works so hard. I'm
just so thrilled for them at this
moment.”


mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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Story and photos
by Julie Yolles
Social Scene Columnist

T here’snothin’like
good ol”hot comfort
food on a cold win-

ters night. Supporters of

Variety, The Children’s

Charity always look for-

ward to Varietys Annual

ChiliMac and Pulled

Pork Cook-Off which

recently was held at the

Townsend Hotel in Bir-

mingham.

Fourteen of the area’s
top chefs and restaurants
served up every imagina-
ble recipe of chili, mac
and cheese, and pulled
pork to compete for top
honors and bragging
rights.

The Golden Ladle
went to: Critics’ Choice
Awards for Best Chili,
Green Lantern Pizzeria
in Madison Heights, Clin-
ton Twp., Sterling
Heights, Macomb and
Royal Oak; Best Mac &
Cheese and Best Pulled
Pork, Yardbird Smoked

Baby, it’s chili

SOCIAL
SCENE

Meats in Keego Harbor.
The People’s Choice
Awards for Best Chili
also wentto Green Lan-
tern Pizzeria; Best Mac &
Cheese, Crispelli’s of
Berkley and West Bloom-
field; and Best Pulled
Pork was also awarded to
Yardbird Smoked Meats.

Next up for Variety
are its Annual Table 'Tops
Luncheon, Wednesday,
April 27, at Pine Lake
Country Club in West
Bloomfield, and the Star
is Born Gala, Friday, May
20, at Emagine Royal
Oak. For more informa-
tion, go to variety-de-
troit.com.

ContactJulie Yolles, Social
Scene Columnist, at
sociatscenejulie@gmail.com or
leave a message at
248-642-9465.

WEDDING

Bryce Frye and Amanda Dobos on their wedding day

DOBOS-FRYE

Amanda Dobos and
Bryce Frye were mar-
ried Oct. 17, 2015 at First
Presbyterian Church of
Plymouth.

Amanda, daughter of
Otto and Carol Dobos of
Livonia, is a 2008 gradu-
ate of Churchill High
School and a 2012 gradu-
ate of Arizona State Uni-
versity. She has a degree
in theater and is an actor
in Los Angeles, Calif.

Bryce, son of Neil and
Cheri Frye of Scottsdale,
Avriz. also graduated

from Arizona State Uni-
versity. Bryce is a soft-
ware engineer in Santa

Monica, Calif.

The wedding party
had two maids of honor,
four bridesmaids, four
best men, three grooms-
man, a ring bearer and a
flower girl.

Areception was held
at St. Mary’s Cultural
Center in Livonia.

The newlyweds took a
honeymoon trip to Eng-
land, France and Germa-
ny. They reside in Los
Angeles, Calif.

RELIGION CALENDAR

MARCH

BUDDHISM CLASS
Tlme/Date; 6:30-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 24, April 14and 28,
and May 12 and 26

Location; The Universalist
Unitarian Church of Farmington,
25301 Halsted, Farmington Hills
Details; Free five-week secular
practical Buddhism class will
apply Buddhist teachings to daily
life through meditation, reflec-
tion and discussion. Secular
Buddhism emphasizes the teach-
ing of Eastern philosophy prac-
tices in away that allows each
individual to become their own
teacher. Ideas such as "awak-
ening” and "enlightenment" are
goals inwhich there isno "one
true way"

Contact: 248-478-7272; uuFar-
mington.org

EASTER FUN

Time/Date: 1p.m. Saturday,
March 26

Location: Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details: Family-friendly event
with crafts, egg hunt, and pres-
entation of the Easter story.
Bring a basket for the egg hunt,
which isfor ages 12 and under
Contact; Melissa at 734-765-
1827

EASTER SERVICE
Time/Date; 7:15 a.m. Sunday,
March 27

Location; Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details; Sen/ice will be held
outdoors except in extreme
weather conditions. Coffee and
refreshments will be served after
the service. An Easter breakfast
will start at 9 a.m.

Contact: Mary at 248-471-1322
EASTER WEEK
SERVICES

Time/Date; 7 p.m. March 24-25
and 10:30 a.m. March 27
Location; Good Hope Lutheran
Church 28680 Cherry Hill, Garden
City

Details: Maundy Thursday
service on March 24; Good Friday
service is March 25 and Easter
service on March 27. An Easter
breakfast also will be held at 9
a.m., followed by an egg hunt at
9:30 a.m., March 27

Contact: 734727-3660

EGG DROP

Time/Date: 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 20

Location; Orchard Grove Com-
munity Church, 850 Ladd Road,
Building C, Walled Lake

Details: More than 12,000 eggs
filled with candy will be dropped
from a helicopter for children
through fifth grade to collect.
Children will be grouped by age
Contact: Shawna Schwaninger
at 248-926-6584 or email shaw-
na.schwaninger@orchard-
grove.org

EGG HUNT

Time/Date: Noon-1 p.m. Sunday,
March 20

Location: Cherry Hill United
Methodist Church, 321 S. Ridge
Road, Canton

Details: Children may hunt for
candy and small toys inside
plastic eggs that will be hidden
inside the church and have a
photo taken with the Easter
bunny. Free

Contact: 734-495-0035

EGG HUNT

Time/Date: 1-2:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 13

Location; St. Matthew's United
Methodist Church, 30900 Six
Mile, Livonia

Details; Cookie decorating,
crafts, and Easter egg hunt isfree
and will be held rain or shine
Contact: 734-422-6038

FISH FRY

Time/Date: 4:30-7 p.m. Friday,
through March 18

Location: St. Michael the Arch-
angel, 11441 Hubbard, Livonia
Details: All you can eat, $10for
adults, $8 for seniors, $5 for kids,
ages 3-13, free for kids under 3,
carry outs, $9 and $10
Contact:734-261-1455, ext. 200
GRIEFSHARE

Time/Date: 6-8 p.m. Sunday,
March 6-June 12

Location: Faith Community
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri-
man, Livonia

Details: Non-denominational,
Christian-based seminar support
group is for individuals grieving
the death of a loved one. The
seminar consists of group dis-
cussions, DVDs and workbooks.
The $15 registration fee includes
workbook journals and handouts
Contact: Pastor Roger Wright at
313-682-7491

COMMUNITY LIFE
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JULIE YOLLES

Tonya Clark of Belleville and Sean H. Robertson of Livonia
enjoy the Annual Chili/Mac and Pulled Pork Cook-Off.
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Nathan Mersereau of Livonia is a Variety The Children's
Charity board member. He's with Jennie Cascio, Variety's
executive director, at Variety's Annual Chili/Mac and Pulled

Pork Cook-Off.
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AITKENS

ROBERT BRUCE “BOB”

86: passed away peacefully,
surrounded by family on March
2, 2016. He was a noted
developer of regional enclosed
shopping centers as well as
numerous other properties
located throughout the United
States, a rugged outdoorsman,
and a generous philanthropist.
He will be deeply missed as a
loving and devoted husband,
father and grandfather. Born
in Ft. Wayne. IN on June 27th,
1929, he was the son of Berton
Allen Aikens, Jr. and Katherine
Sanson Aikens. He attended
Baldwin High School where
he fell deeply in love with his
wife of 65 years, Charlotte Ann
Snyder. He was President of
his fraternity, and he called
play-by-play for the school
football team. In 1951 he
received his BA in economics
from Brown University, and in
1954 he received his JD from
the University of Michigan
Law School. Bob was Lt, JG
U.S. Navy from 1955-1958.
He served as Legal Assistant
to the J.A.G. in the Pentagon.
From 1959 to 1973 he was a
Senior Partner in the law-

firm of Wunsch. Aikens &
Lundershausen, where he
focused on real estate and tax
law, representing commercial
developers in all types of

real estate transactions. In
1973, Bob struck out on

his own as Chairman and
100% owner of Robert B,
Aikens & Associates. LLC.
Since that time, his company
has developed, owned and
managed, among other
property ~pes, nine enclosed
regional shopping centers
around the United States.

Bob was notable in business
for his relentless will-power
and vision, which he equally
applied to rugged leisure
pursuits including hunting,
fishing, sail-boat racing, skiing,
squash, swimming, and golf.
Bob's heart was evident in

his commitment to building
beautiful gathering places such
as the L’Arbre Croche Beach
Club in Northern Michigan,
the Village of Rochester Hills,
and the Robert B. Aikens
Commons at the University of
Michigan Law School; in his
devotion to his community

of long-time friends gathered
in boyhood and beyond; and
in his primary philanthropic
commitments to the University
of Michigan Law School,

the University of Michigan
Cardiovascular Center, the
University of Michigan School
of Art & Design, the Johns
Hopkins Hospital, Christ
Church Cranbrook, and
William Beaumont Hospital.
Most of all, Bob’s heart is
reflected in the eyes, as well
as the memories, of his loving
and devoted wife, and his
children and grandchildren.
He is survived by his wife,
Ann Snyder Aikens: his
children, Kimberly Ann
Aikens; Robert Bruce Aikens
Jr. (Linda): Lindsey Aikens
Hefter (Peter); and Geoffrey
Scott Aikens (Beth); his eleven
grandchildren; and his brother.
William Robb Aikens (Alice). A
Memorial Service for friends
and family will be held on May
9, 2016 at 11 am at Christ
Church Cranbrook, Bloomfield
Hills, MI. Memorial gifts are

to be made to Christ Church
Cranbrook, to the Discretionary
fund of the Rector, The

Rev. Dr. William J. Danaher,
Jr., to provide immediate
support to those in need.
Obituary and condolences at
lynchfuneraldirectors.com

May
you find
com fort
ill family
& friends

COLLINS

MICHAEL 59. of Alamosa,
Colorado, formerly of Livonia,
died February 27, 2016 in
the Snowy Range, west of
Laramie, Wyoming. A funeral
will take place on March 2,
2016 at 3:00 p.m. in Laramie,
Wyoming at Montgomery-
Stryker Funeral Home for
family and friends. A memorial
will take place in Alamosa,
Colorado at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church on April 2,
2016. To send condolences
or to sign the online guest
book, please visit, www.
montgomerystryker.com

DAUZET -
M ILLER

LEISM. March 1, 2016, age
52 of Plymouth. Beloved wife
of Greg. Cherished mother
of Ava, and Nicklas Miller.
Loving daughter of Ronald
(the late Maryann) Dauzet, and
Julie Petschler-Oauzet. Dear
sister of Jodi (Jeff) Jones, and
Beth Ann (Wiliam) O'Connell.
Family and friends are invited
to gather Monday March 14
11 a.m. for a luncheon at the
Italian American Banquet and
Conference Center, 39200 5
Mile Rd (East of 1-275) Livonia
Ml 48154, followed bya
Celebration of Life in honor of
Leis. A private interment w. *
held at Michigan Memorial
Park. To share memories,
5 visit

vermeulenfuneralhome.com

HARVEY

JUNE L. Age 92, February 19.
2016 of Garden City. Beloved
wife of the late Donald.

Loving mother of Donald G.
(Ruthelia), the late Richard and
Sherry. Also survived by five
grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and two great-
great-grandchildren. A
celebration of June's life will
be held at The Grande Parlour,
6221 Merriman Rd., Garden
City (between Ford Rd. and
Maplewood) on Sunday, March
13 from 12 pm - 4 pm. Please
share a memory of June at
www.rggrharhs.com.

HAWES

DANNY R. age 71, passed
away March 1,2016 in West
Bloomfield, Michigan. Danny
grew up in Livonia,

Ml and married

his wife Patricia in

1970. Before his

marriage, Danny

served for two years in the
U.S. Army. His deployment
overseas took him to
Baumhoider, Germany with the
293d Engineering Battalion.
Danny loved all sports and
was a big Detroit Tigers fan.
He passed this love of sports
on to his grandchildren. In
addition to his wife, he is
survived by his daughter Beth
Stokes [Darren], son Michael
Hawes, grandchildren Max,
Jack, Addie and Avery, brother
Jim Hawes and sister Kathy
Larabell. Interment will be at
Great Lakes National Cemetery
in Holly, M. A special
gathering to celebrate his life is
planned for Father's Day.

JO SEPH

RAMON R., M.D. Of Sun City
West, Arizona, and Emeritus
Professor of Medicine at
University of Michigan,
transitioned peacefully in his
sleep on February 17, 2016

at the age of 85. Born in New
York City, he was the son of
Helen and Felix Joseph. He
was married to Mary Ann
(Kowaichik) Joseph for 50
years until she passed away in
2006. They had three children,
Ricardo George, Maria Ann,
and Lisa Marie. Dr. Joseph
received a B.S, degree from
Manhattan College, New
York. After receiving his M.D.
from Cornell University and a
fellowship in gastroenterology,
Dr. Joseph became a
Professor of Medicine at

the University of Michigan,
Assistant Dean, and Chief of
Medicine at the Wayne County
General Hospital. Dr. Joseph’s
professional biography is

in Who's Who in the World,
Who's Who in America,

Who's Who in Medicine and
Healthcare, and Who's Who in
Science and Engineering. He
published numerous scientific
papers, established free
clinics for indigent patients,
and coauthored the K-12
curriculum for education on
drug abuse in Michigan. In Sun
City West. Dr. Joseph was a
member of Advent Episcopal
Church where he served

as Vestry member. Senior
Warden, and created a Patient
Advocacy Ministry through
which he helped countless
parishioners and others with
various medical issues. Having
a lifelong love of ballroom
dancing and gourmet cooking,
he shared his many talents and
phenomenal meals with
friends. Late in his life, he
made his theatrical debut

as a singer and actor in
Theatre West, was a member
of HandiCapables, and the
Beardsley fitness facility. He
leaves a son. Dr. Ricardo
Joseph, M.D. of Michigan;
and two daughters, Maria
Thompson of Michigan

and Lisa Benson of Florida:
daughter-in-law, Heather
Joseph; son-in-law. Dr. Levi
Thompson, Ph.D. and son-
in-law. Dr. Robert Benson,
M.D.; a brother. Francisco
Ronaldo Joseph of California:
half brothers, Felix R. Joseph
Rodas, Alberto M. Joseph
Rodas, Jose E. Joseph Rodas;
a half sister, Gisela (Tech!)
Joseph Rodas of Dossey;

and six adored grandchildren,
Marissa Elena Thompson,
Alexandra Marie Joseph,
Christian Ramon Benson,
Sabrina Elise Thompson,
Nicholas Ramon Joseph, and
Camille Lauren Benson. He
also leaves behind a former
wife, Karen Moran and her
son, David Moran. Dr. Joseph
was preceded in death by

his parents: his brother,
Ricardo Carlos Joseph and
his wife, Mary Ann Joseph.
Always a physician, scholar
and a gentleman, Dr. Joseph
was first and foremost a
family man. He will be well
remembered by nieces and
nephews, cousins, friends,
colleagues, patients, and
students that he touched
along his life journey. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations
may be made to Advent
Episcopal Church, 13150
Spanish Garden Dr.. Sun

City West, A2, 85375 or to
Manhattan College, Manhattan
College Parkway, Riverdale,
NY, 10471.

M ay peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow .

View Online

www.hometownlife.com

Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers

TEBBEN

Plymouth, MI passed away
peacefully on her 68th
birthday surrounded by her
family. She passed Tuesday,
March 1,2016 in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, following a long
and courageous battle with
cancer. She was born to the
late J. Paul and Margaret
Fisher of Lima, Ohio on March
1. 1948. She is survived by
four children, Jennifer (Toribio)
Nunez, Christopher (Marina)
Tebben, Paul (Mara) Tebben
and Joseph (Sara) Tebben; five
grandchildren, Jonah. Sophia,
CJ, Casey Jane and Anna;
two sisters, Kate Stepleton
and Peggy Allen; two brothers,
John Fisher and Jim Fisher;
and her dear friend and
confidant, Theresa Tebben.
She was preceded in death
by her daughter Christine
Marie Tebben, her parents
and her sister Lillian Schnabel.
Always one who looked to
give rather than receive, Sally
will also be missed dearly by
many other caring relatives
and friends. Sally graduated
from Lima Senior High School
(Lima, Ohio) and received

her RN nursing degree from
Lima Memorial School of
Nursing. She proudly chose
her primary vocation as a
“stay at home" mother and
returned to her nursing career
once her children were grown.
She distinguished herself in
both endeavors, but if asked,
would want her legacy to

be that of a loving mother
and devoted grandmother.
Sally’s life was guided by a
deep faith, compassionate
heart and loving nature. Her
daily examples of strength,
principled character, love

and grace are the foundation
of her children’s values, and
also left an indelible mark

on all those whose lives she
touched. Sally left this world
in the same way that she lived
- with dignity, quiet grace,
compassionate selflessness
and a loving devotion to

God, her family and her many
friends. Visitation will be

held at the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home in Plymouth,
Michigan from 2:00 to 8:00
p.m. Saturday, March 5,
2016. Funeral Services will

be conducted at St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church in Lima, Ohio
at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, March
8th. Memorial donations may
be made to Arbor Hospice,
2366 Oak Valley Dr, Ann
Arbor MI. 48103 or St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,
TN. 38105. Sally’s family would
like to thank the University of
Michigan Medical Center and
Arbor Hospice staffs for the
compassionate and dignified
care they provided in her final
weeks of life.

TROWBRIDGE

ELIZABETH J. age 80, of
Salem Twp. Passed away on
March 3. 2016. Beloved wife
of the late Elba Trowbridge,
who preceded her in death in
1998. Dear mother of Janet
Roy; proud grandmother of
Mitchell Trowbridge and Jessie
Tiilikka; great-grandmother of
Elba Trowbridge; caring sister
of Mary Lou Bowman and
Judy Rehburg; sister-in-law

of Mary Helen Franks; aunt

of Diane (Jerry) Gransden, as
well as numerous nieces and
nephews. At the request of
Elizabeth, cremation has taken
place and a remembrance
service will be held at a later
date. Those wishing to send

a memorial contribution

in Elizabeth’s name may
consider: The Arbor Hospice
Foundation, 2366 Oak Valley
Drive, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103-
8944. Arrangements entrusted
to the Vermeulen-Sajewski
Funeral Home, Plymouth (734)
459-2250

May peace be with you
in this time of sorrow.
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Traveling athletic shoe brings

awareness to rare,

Sharon Dargay

Staff Writer

Phillip Fortier wants you to
meet the MSA Shoe.

Pose with it for a photo.
Host it at a gathering. Notice it
on a new billboard along 1-94.
See it guest starring with blues
singer Thornetta Davis March
19 at Motown Moves For MSA,
an annual fundraiser.

The traveling athletic shoe
brings awareness to multiple
system atrophy (MSA), a pro-
gressive neurodegenerative
disorder that affects move-
ment and such involuntary
functions as blood pressure
and digestion. It has posed
with celebrities, visited land-
marks, attended Detroit’s
Movement Electronic Music
Festival and crossed interna-
tional borders during the past
five years.

“The Shoe is iconic and
appears in the oddest of
places,” said Fortier, founder
of Defeat MSA: Joseph G. For-
tier Foundation, based in St.
Clair Shores. “It has been at
The Fox, The (Joe Louis) Fist,
At U of M Hospital it was put
into a PET scanner. DMC did a
whole video of it traveling
through the hospitals.”

Photos are posted on the
Where is the MSA Shoe? Face-
book page where supporters
can follow the Shoe’s move-
ments.

“It is a tool that can help
spread awareness,” Fortier
said, noting that March is MSA
Awareness Month. “Many of
the patients are bedridden and
it moves for them in a way. It
also travels in memory of
those who have suffered from
this disease that no one knows
about.”

Memories

MSA patients and their
loved ones often attach me-
mentos to the Shoe during
public appearances. Carol
Ruth of Westland added Mick-
ey Mouse- and bowling-related
stick pins from her husband’s
collection when she met the
Shoe last year,

“Richard loved bowling and
he loved Micky Mouse. He was
an avid collector,” said Ruth,
who supports the Shoe’s ef-
forts, but says she wishes she
had never heard of MSA,

Her late husband, whom she
described as a “health freak
who took care of himself and
always went to the doctor,” lost
his battle with the disease at
age 65 in May 2009.

“This is a disease that
doesnt discriminate. It just
says, 'you’re it.” There is no
cure,” she said.

According to the National
Institute of Neurological Dis-
orders and Stroke, MSA is a
rare disease that affects poten-
tially 15,000-50,000 Americans.
Symptoms, which often are
difficult to distinguish from
those of Parkinson’s disease,
appear when a person with
MSA is in their 50s, MSA
symptoms include tremors,
stiffness, slow movement,
clumsiness, impaired speech,
bladder control problems, and
low blood pressure when rising
from a seated position. MSA
generally progresses more
rapidly than Parkinson’s dis-
ease, is similar to ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s disease) and can in-
volve sleep disorders, breath-
ing problems, difficulty swal-
lowing and fainting spells.
Within five to 10 years patients

fatal

disorder

Richard Ruth died a few years after being diagnosed with MSA. Carol Ruth of Westland hopes for increased awareness of the disease.

SUBMITTED

The MSA Shoe, decorated in mementos from patients and their loved ones, raises awareness of multiple system

atrophy, a neurological disorder

Julie Horst, talks with her son-in-law, Richard Ruth, who sits in a Hoyer
sling. The equipment helped lift Ruth from his bed during the end stages of
his battle with multiple system atrophy (MSA) several years ago.

lose mobility and are bedrid-
den.
Richard Ruth initially was

diagnosed with Parkinson’.
TXwoyears later he was told he
had MSA.

“‘1ts a rare disease
and yetthese are real
human beings. Every
disease deserves
attention. Even ifit
affectsjust one
person.”

PHILLIP FORTIER

an adjunct professor at U-D Mercy

“He didn’t want to live the
disease. We still went to dinner.
We went to Hawaii a year and a
month before he died,” said
Ruth, who watched her hus-
band go from walking with a
cane to a walker, then a wheel-
chair in three years. He was
bedridden when he died.

No cure
Fortier’s brother, Joseph,
was diagnosed with MSA the

MSA EVENTS

» A support group sponsored by
The MSA Coalition and Defeat MSA
Joseph G. Fortier Foundation runs
2-5 p.m. Sunday, March 5, at St.
Joseph Mercy-Oakland, 44405
Woodward Ave., Pontiac. The group
will meet in classrooms C and D on
the fourth floor.

» Second annual Motown Moves
for MSA benefit runs 5-8 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 19, at University of
Detroit Mercy - Architectural Exhibi-
tion Space in the School of Architec-
ture, 4001 McNichols, Detroit. It
features blues singer Thornetta
Davis, along with Barbara Scott
Oster. Includes hors d’oeuvres and
wine, beer and soda, asilent auction
and photographs with the MSA
Shoe. Tickets are $30 online at
DefeatMSA.org and $35 at the door.

same year that Richard Ruth
died. At first he too, was
thought to have Parkinson’s,
but after the medications he
took for the disease didnt
work, doctors determined it
was MSA, Joseph Fortier died
a little over three years later.

“There is no known cause
and no cure and very little in
the way of treatment,” said
Fortier, an adjunct philosophy
professor at University of
Detroit Mercy. Medications
treat symptoms, but don’t slow
progression of the disorder.

“We need more awareness.
With awareness comes earlier
diagnosis and probably better
diagnosis, and more research,”
he said. “It’s a rare disease and
yet these are real human be-
ings. Every disease deserves
attention. Even if it affects just
one person, it’s worthy of pur-
suing treatments.”

For more about the organi-
zation that Fortier founded,
visit defeatmsa.org. For more
about the MSA Shoe, visit
msashoe.org.

sdargay @ hometownlife.com

Download our free apps for iPhone,
iPad or Android!

Balding, sore gums may be symptoms of heart disease

C hestpainand heart pal-
pitations may be the most
common symptoms sig-

naling heart disease that bring

patients into their physician’s
office or the emergency room.

However, there are some
other signs that may indicate
your heart isn’t performing the
way it should. If you are e”e-
riencing any of the following
symptoms, schedule an ap-
pointment with your primary
care physician or cardiologist
because they may be signs ofa
heart problem.

» Swelling, also called ede-
ma, of the feet or lower legs
can be caused by something as
simple as too much salt in your
diet. It also may be a sign your
blood isnt flowing the way it
should and is causing fluid
build-up in your lower extrem-
ities. It is best to be cautious

DeUUr
Gardi

GUEST
COLUMNIST

and have the cause of your
swelling diagnosed by a physi-
cian.

» Men, are you going bald?
According to a large study by
Harvard Medical School and
Brigham and Women’s Hospi-
tal in Boston, there is a correla-
tion between male hair loss
and heart conditions such as
nonfatal heart attacks, angina
or chest pains as weU as the
need for procedures to open
blocked coronary arteries.

Where you are balding can
also be an important indicator.
The likelihood of heart disease
increased by nine percent

when men of any age started to
lose hair on the front of their
heads; 23 percent when a bald
spot opens at the crown; and 36
percent when the top of the
head is completely bald. On top
of this, if you have high blood
pressure or high cholesterol in
addition to hair loss, the risk is
almost three times higher than
it would be if you had the con-
ditions without hair loss.

» Yoursnoring isn’t just
keeping your partner awake —
it also may be warning you of
things to come. A study at
Emory University in Atlanta
found the obstructed airways
in people who have sleep apnea
or snore were linked to higher
risk of cardiovascular disease.
If you've been told you snore
but dont have any other symp-
toms of cardiovascular dis-
ease, take action now and have

a sleep study done. Finding a
solution to the snoring problem
will help you sleep better and
may prevent the emergence of
additional health problems.

» Women, do you suffer
from reoccurring migraines?
In a 2012 study, the American
Academy of Neurology found
that women who have mi-
graines with visual or sensory
disturbance at least once a
month are twice as likely to
develop heart disease. Be sure
to talk to your doctor about
your migraines and the pos-
sible effects they are having
on your heart.

» Sore, bleeding gums are
notonly a sign of gum disease
but might also affect your
heart. Keeping your teeth and
gums clean and healthy could
be one easy way to reduce your
risk of heart disease. Also,

because you typically see your
dentist more regularly than
your primary care physician,
he or she may be able to tell
from your mouth that some-
thing isn’t right elsewhere in
the body.

If you are experiencing
these or other health concerns,
schedule an appointment with
your doctor. Be sure to write
down any questions or items
you’d like to discuss before
your appointment.

Delair Gardi, MD is an interventional
cardiologistat St Mary Mercy Livonia.
He is the medical directorof
endovascular services and the cardiac
catheterization laboratory. Gardiis
board certified in internal medicine,
cardiovascular disease, interventional
cardiology and nuclear cardiology.
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Charlie Blosser holds Dusty, the first cat he brought into the
pottery studio at Oakland Community College, in this photo

taken in the 1980s.

Potters Market

donation to
benefit NBAR
cat rescue

Sharon Dargay
staff Writer

Charlie Blosser al-
ways kept a cat in the
pottery lab where he
taught ceramics for 36
years at Oakland Com-
munity College.

Dusty, Rusty and
Luckey (with an “e”) all
orange tabbies, all res-
cued cats “lived a great
life” amid the throwing
wheels, clay creations
and students that pop-
ulated the Ceramic Tech-
nology department on the
Royal Oak campus, ac-
cording to Bridget Bloss-
er.

“My husband was so
into cats,” she said. “He
got to be the rescue guy.
You could bring a cat to
him and he’d find a home
for it. He purchased a big
cage and when he got a

cat, the cat would live
there until he found a
home. He did that for 10
years and finally had to
stop(rescuing)because
he had three or four cats
in the cage a few times.
And he had his cat that
lived in the lab.”
Bridget Blosser co-
coordinates the annual
Potter’s Market in South-
field, a December pot-
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Kittens enjoy lounging on perches at New Beginnings Animal Rescue (NBAR) in this photo from 2014. Every spring brings a new
“kitten season,” with pregnant cats, kittens and new cat moms that need new homes.

tery show her late hus-
band started years ago at
OCC. When it came time
to choose a charity for
last year’s market, Bloss-
er knew exactly what he
would have chosen —
cats.

Sale proceeds from a
charity portion of the
show have been tallied
and Blosser is ready to
present a $2,100 check to
New Beginnings Animal
Rescue, (NBAR) a cat-
only shelter in Royal
Oak.

The shelter — this
writer is a board member
—is located on Roches-
ter Road north of 12 Mile,
and includes both free-
roam rooms and kennel
“condos” for cats await-
ing adoption. All of the
shelter’s cats are vetted,
including with spay and
neuter surgery, before
they are adopted.

Kitten season

“This way, new pet
parents don’t have to
worry about vet costs for
a year when they adopt
from us,” said Jennifer
Fritz, a Garden City resi-
dent and NBAR vice

A purr-feet partnership

Furry Friends Rescue
hits 500 mark for
feline adoptions at

Pet Supplies Plus

Diane Gale Andreassi
Staff Writer

Furry Friends Rescue
met the 500 mark of find-
ing homes for cats and
kittens Sunday at Pet
Supplies Plus in South
Lyon.

More impressive is
that many of the animals
it placed weren't the
most desired felines.

Some were old, middle
aged, shy or depressed,
and others were black,
typically not the most
desirable of choices for
many people. Furry
Friends started making
cats available for adop-
tion out of the store when
it opened in October
2012.

“It’s outstanding,”
Susan Brown Furry
Friends Rescue volun-
teer, said. “We get a lot of
cats adopted there that
don’t have much chance
at the shelter.”

Brighton-based Furry
Friends Rescue has three
cages that are usually
filled with cats from the
Livingston County Ani-
mal Shelter in Howell.

Second chance

The store at Pontiac
TVail and Nine Mile pro-
vides more hours and
foot traffic than the shel-
ter, Brown said.

Last year, 139 cats and
kittens made available at
Pet Supplies Plus found
homes. Of those, 61 were
adult cats, at least one
year old. One cat was 10
years old and another
was 12 years old. Older
cats arent typically the
first choice of most peo-

JOHN HEIOER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Susan Brown, a volunteer with Furry Friends Rescue,
celebrates the group's 500th cat adoption at South Lyon's Pets
Supplies Plus. Brown holds up Alex a 6-year-old domestic
short hair that's available to a good home.

ple looking to bring a pet
home, Brown noted.
Many of the cats were
shy, depressed or scared,
Brown said, adding that
some of the cats had all
three conditions. Furry
Friends Rescue volun-
teers visit the store
throughout the day to
interact with the felines,
and that often helps build
their socialization skills.
Many of the cats had
been abused, were strays
or came from hoarders.
Sometimes people sur-
rendered their cats, be-
cause they could no long-
er care for the animals
due to downsizing, they
didn’t have the money or
they were moving and
couldnt bring their cats
to their new homes.
“There’s all kinds of
sad stories with people
who have become home-
less and couldnt take
care of their cats,”
Brown said. “At the shel-
ter they get tossed in a
cage and they dont know
what’s happening.”

Personality make

One cat recently was
hissing and growling at
the back of a cage at the
shelter. Brown said.

“We get them to the
store and we start work-
ing with them, they come
out of their shells and
become more adoptable,”
Brown said. “One cat
came to the shelter last
March. We got her up to
the store in February and
we had her adopted in
four days. There was
another with the same
situation, and both were
black cats.”

Furry Friends Rescue
is a S01-3C charity that
started in 2008 finding
homes for cats and dogs.
Pet Supplies Plus doesn’t
house dogs for adoption.

Anyone interested in
volunteering with Furry
Friends Rescue should
call Brown at 810-599-
7567.

dandreassi@hometownlife.com
734A32-5974 Twitter:
@HeraidReporter

‘He would come up andgive you a
purr and rub your legandyoud stop
throwing (clay) and play with the
cat. A lotofstudents would bring

treats and food.”
BRIDGET BLOSSER

co-coordinator or the Potter's Market

president.

She said the Potters
Market donation, which
will be used for medical
costs, will come in handy
as “kitten season” gets
underway.

“As we enter spring,
it’s what we call ‘kitten
season,”meaning there
are a lot of pregnant cats
and newborn kittens that
will be flooding shelters
and rescues all over
Michigan,” Fritz said.
“We make sure that these
kittens and new mommas
get all the medical care
they need, both pre- and

Lkaii

Shorter Treatment Times

Fewer Adjustments
Better Results

post-natal —everything
from basic vaccinations
to ultrasounds are done
to help give these fam-
ilies a head start on their
way to becoming mem-
bers of new human fam-
ilies.”

Pottery lab cats
Blosser hves with
three rescue cats and has
fond memories of the lab
cats at OCC. The final
lab-cat-in-residence,
Luckey, had run of the
pottery studio until 2010
when Charlie Blosser
retired. The cat was

adopted by a family in
Fermdale. Charlie Bloss-
er died in 2014.

“He put his mark on
many a pot,” Blosser
recalled one of the lab
cats. “He would come up
and give you a purr and
rub your leg and you’d
stop throwing (clay) and
play with the cat. A lot of
students would bring
treats and food.”

Like the lab cats, her
own felines have the run
of her home.

“The only place they
dont go is the studio,”
she said.

For more about Pot-
ters Market visit
thepottersmarket.com.

For New Beginnings
Animal Rescue, visit
nbarmichigan.org. Or
visit its Facebook page.

sdargay@ hometonnlife.com
Donnioad our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!
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