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By LeAnne Rogers

Staff Writer

Westland Police have re-
leased a description of a driver
who struck a pedestrian who
was killed while crossing
Wayne Road on March 9.

Police are seeking the driv-
er of ared or burgundy Chrys-
ler Pacifica. The driver was
described as a white male in
his mid- to late-50s, 5-foot-8
with a medium build, a gray
mustache and neatly trimmed
gray beard. He was described
as wearing a T-shirt and jeans.

Westland resident Marcia
Japowicz, 53, died after being
struck by at least two vehicles.
Police said that Japowicz was
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crossing Wayne Road at Schley  parently ran over her (Japow-

and was standing in the left
turn lane when she was
bumped into northbound traf-
fic lanes by a vehicle.

“Awitness came forward.
She saw the victim get bumped
by the van and fall over into
the roadway,” Westland Depu-
ty Police Chief Todd Adams
said. ““She stoRped_ her car and
went to help the victim.”

That witness told police she
was approaching the victim
when Japowicz was struck by
the Pacifica. The driver of the
Pacifica stopped his vehicle,
got out and walked back to-
ward Japowicz, the witness
told police.

“Asecond vehicle also ap-
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icz). When he saw her run over,

the man got into his vehicle

and left,” Adams said. “I dont

know if he got scared or
thought he couldn’t do any-
thm%.” o
There was no description

available of the second car that

struck Japowicz and didn*
stopr at the scene, Adams said.
he 83-year-old driver of
the van that initially struck
Japowicz was slowing as she
pulled into the left turn lane,
Adams said, knocking Japow-

icz over. That driver stopped at

the scene.
Japowicz lived on Schley

Student Juwan Jamison is interviewed during the filming at the William D. Ford Career Technical Center.

W-W students, staff show off
work for Pure Michigan

By Sue Mason

Staff Writer

The work being done on an
IVD (Innovative Vehicle De-
sign) project has caught the
attention of more than the
staff and students at the Wil-
liam D. Ford Career Tech-

nical Center in Westland.
Royal Oak-based Avalon
Films and the McCann De-
troit Advertising Agency out
of Birmingham transformed
the Automotive Technology
Department into a film set
and the students and teachers
into actors last week to begin

work on a four-minute career
technical video for Pure
Michigan.

“The main purpose of this
is to change the perception of
the auto industry,” Principal
Steve Kay said. “The goal is
to transform how we look at
the industry and see itina

accident

bill bresler |staff photographer

A memorial is stationed in front of the Westland Taco Bell where employee
See DRIVER, Page A2  Marcia Japowicz was killed crossing Wayne Road on her way to work.

WWCSD

video

different light and see that
there is more opportunity out
there. This is the first time in
eight years that 1've seen
something positive come out
of Lansing supporting career
technical education.”

See VIDEO, Page A2

Lighting upgrades to begin this month

DTE Energy will improve
street lighting in Westland
this spring as part of its ef-
forts to continue to improve
energy efficiency.

DTE will convert 166
streetlight fixtures to LED
fixtures and will convert se-

O

hometownllfe.com

ries street light circuits to
multiple street light circuits
along Wayne Road between
Glenwood and Warren Road
and between Central City
Parkway and Parkgrove.
The total cost of the pro-
ject is $64,047. The cost to
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Westland will be $29,688 after
a $16,600 DTE Luminaire
Credit and a $17,759 DTE
Energy Optimization Rebate.
The city share will be paid out
of Westland’s Metro Act Fund.
This project will save the
city $23,136 annually with a
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projected payback time of 1.2

years. )
“The City of Westland is
excited to partner with DTE

Energy for this investment in
our aging lighting infrastruc-

See LIGHTS, Page A2
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Four
arrested In
TV theft

By LeAnne Rogers

Staff Writer

Four Inkster residents have
been charged with shoplifting
and are suspected of being
involved in a shoplifting ring
that struck stores in Westland,
Canton, Garden
City and Dear-
born.

Westland
Police began
investigating
after five sus-

ects entered

mart, 165 S.
Wayne Road,
March land
were reported to
have stolen four
televisions.

After in-
vestigation,
detectives were
able to obtain
information on
the suspects,
resulting ina
search warrant
being executed
in Inkster. Two
of the stolen
TVs were re-

orted to have

een recovered
from that loca-
tion.

Officers ar-
rested four of
the five sus-
pects, all of
whom share a home in Inkster,
for retail fraud. Police report
that further investigation led
to the recovery of two addi-
tional televisions from local
pawn shops.

According to police, the
investigation found that the
suspects were involved in a
retail fraud ring that was tar-
geting local area stores in not
only Westland, but the sur-
rounding communities of Can-
ton, Dearborn and Garden City.
Police are continuing to in-
vestigate.

Arraigned in Westland 18th
District Court were:

» Frank Caudill, 34, charged
with felony retail fraud. Bond

Alghith

Brown

Caudill

Farley

See ARRESTS, Page A2
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and was crossing Wayne
Road to go to her job at
the Taco Bell on the east
side of Wayne Road.
Faml(ljy and friends
athered for a candle-
ight vi%il Tuesday to
remember Japowicz
who had worked at that
particular Taco Bell for
nearly a decade and 26
years with the fast food

ARRESTS

Continued from Page Al

was set at $10,000/10
percent.

» Kenneth Brown, 24,
Tabitha Alghithi, 26, and
Tori Farley, 19, all
charged with misde-
meanor retail fraud/

chain.

Japowicz’s family
established a Go Fund
Me page to help cover
funeral costs. For more
information, visit
www.gofundme.com/
oerlx8.

Anyone with infor-
mation about the acci-
dent is asked to call the
Westland Police Traffic
Bureau at 734-722-9600.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

receiving and conceal-
ing stolen property.
Bond was set at $1,000
cash for each.

Not guilty pleas were
entered for all four
defendants.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

Police seek suspect in
credit card fraud case

The Westland Police
Department is request-
ing assistance from the
public to identify a sus-
pect wanted for using a
stolen credit card.

The suspect used an
unknowing victim’s
information at the Fam-
ily Dollar store and a
7-Eleven store, accord-
ing to police.

Wayne
and Tay-
lor, police
said.
Anyone
with in-
formation
regarding
the identi-
ty of the
subject is asked to con-
tact the Westland Police

Suspect

The suspect has ille-  Department at 734-722-
gally used a victim’s 9600 or the Westland
credit card to spend Police Detective Bureau
thousands of dollars in at 734-721-6311.
Westland, Garden City,

CORRECTION

The Park Players will
reduce ticket prices for
its production of The
Addams Family only
Sunday, March 15.
Ticket-holders must
bring non-perishable
food items to the thea-

ter for donations to a
food bank to get the
reduced price. The
show is at 2 p.m. at the
North Rosedale Park
Community House,
18445 Scarsdale, De-
troit.
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Topless dancer, family accused of extortion

By LeAnne Rogers

Staff Writer

A Westland couple
and their daughter have
been indicted on federal
charges stemmmg from
allegations that $2.6
million was extorted
from an Oakland County
businessman over his
sexual relationship with
a young woman.

Jailed in lieu of bond
after his arraignment
Wednesday, Terry Tack-
ett, 52, is named in a
119-count indictment.
The charges against him
include money launder-
ing, tax evasion and

VIDEO

Continued from Page Al

The center was select-
ed for the video because
of its more than 14-year
relationship with the
Square One Education
Foundation, which spon-
sors the IVD project that
challenges students to
construct vehicles with
innovative features and
then test them at an IVD
Performance Day.

This year’s competi-
tion is focusing on in-
fotainment and safety,
specifically an early
warning system in the
case of the William D.
Ford students.

“We’re focusing on the
safety piece, the focus is
on connectivity as an
early warning system,”
Kay said. “They’re work-
ing with technology that
may not even be on vehi-
cles right now.”

The video is one of
several being done for
Pure Michigan. The fo-
cus is on trying to keep
talent in the Detroit met-
ro area and recruit talent
as well as inspire youth
to find a career in‘tech-
nical education as op-
posed to attending a
four-year university.

The visit to the center
was the first of two by
Avalon and McCann
Detroit. They will be
back in May to shoot
footage of the students
testing their vehicle and
then will be at Belle Isle
on May 23 to film at
Performance Day.

Volunteer effort
The IVD Project is all
volunteer on the part of
students who work on
the vehicle after school
with Auto Tech teacher
James Schirmer and
Game Design and Pro-
gramming teacher JC

LIGHTS

Continued from Page Al

ture,” Westland Mayor
William Wild said.
“These improvements
are much needed and
will address the safety
concerns of our resi-
dents.”

The current street
lights pose problems

conspiracy to obstruct
justice.

Tackett’s wife Kim-
berly, 53, and daughter
Jessica, 25, are charged
with conspiracy to ob-
struct justice. They are
both free on bond follow-
in? their arraignments.
All have pleaded not
guiItK.

The 37-page grand
jury indictment outlines
a case dating to 2008
when Jessica Tackett
was reportedly provid-
ing income to the family
while working as a top-
less dancer. During that
time, she met a busi-
nessman identified in

media reports as Paul
Vagnozzi of Orchard
Lake but called Person A
in the indictment.

Son of the late Far-
mington Hills mayor and
state representative
Aldo Vagnozzi, software
engineer Paul VVagnozzi
had sold his business and
retired in 2005.

The indictment
charges that Jessica
Tackett worked as a
prostitute getting paid
for having a sexual rela-
tionship with Vagnozzi.
That included Vagnozzi
having a threesome with
Jessica Tackett and her
cousin, according to the

WWCSD

Teacher JC Irvine talks with Brandon Head, Pete Augostino
and Yihweth Ponce De Leon about the 3-D printer.

Irvine. The students are
transforming a dune
buggy into their I\VD.
Meant for an 8-year-old,
they've had to stretch the
body to accommodate a
much larger student, and
are fabricating the parts
needed to handle the
technology.

Graphic design stu-
dents like Brandon Head,
Pete Augostino and Yih-
weth Ponce De Leon, all
from Westland, have
been using their skills to
create 3-D images of
holders for the safety
sensors and sonar on the
rear of the IVD and then
fabricate them ona 3-D
printer.

Instead of paper, it
works with plastic thread
that is heated and then
placed on the printer
surface to construct the
object. Irvine had seen a
3-D printer at a confer-
ence last summer and
talked to Kay about get-
ting a kit. Two were pur-
chased.

“We built the first one
to see how it works; the
next one will be built by
the students,” Irvine
said. “I've seen different
versions of this where
they’ve engineered oars
for boats and made
buildings. I’'m surprised
this didnt come out soon-

because when one street
light goes out, other
lights on the circuit can
be affected. The up-
grades to LED from
mercury vapor will en-
sure that when there isa
problem with one street
light, other lights on the
circuit will continue to
operate. In addition, the
new lights will be signifi-
cantly more energy effi-
cient.

National award winner for quality & safety
PROVIDENCE-PROVIDENCE PARK HOSPITAL

7-time 100 Top Hospital

Top 15 Major Teaching Hospital

13-time 50 Top Cardiovascular Hospital

stjohnprovidence.org/prov-provpark.

LO-0000229214

For more information, visit

er. When you think about
it; it’s quite simple.”

“It was hard to believe
at first, ” Head said.
“How crazy is it to make
something like this from
a plastic string.”

For Rob Schneider of
Westland, the IVD is a
way of continuing his
pursuit in coding that
started when he was 6
years old playing video
games. He using Adre-
no, a graphics processing
unit, to come up with the
controls for the laser and
Sensors.

Malik Jordan of
Wayne is doing research.
Because of other after-
school activities, he
hasn't been available to
be at the center. Instead
he has done things as
research 3-D parts for
the holders and then
send them to Irvine to
see if they can be mod-
ified.

“| started with 3-D
and | wanted to see it in
action,” he said of his
decision to get involved
with the IVD. “I wish |
wasn'’t so busy or 1'd be
able to work around it,
but doing the research
allows me to contribute.”

Unexpected
The students admit
they didn't expect to be

To complete each
phase of the project
safely, DTE Energy will
shut off power to impact-
ed street lighting cir-
cuits for 30 to 40 days,
be_zglnnlr]gf this month.
Signs will be posted on
street lights that are
affected by the upgrade
work and door hangers
will be left at area homes
and businesses to notify
them that work is being

ft
SdOHN

Providence

Believe in better

indictment.

It was reportedly
threats to report the
sexual encounter with
the cousin, purported to
be underage, that the
indictment alleges Terry
Tackett used to extort
money from Vagnozzi.
The indictment also
alleges that Terry Tack-
ett made a variety of
threats against Vagnozzi,
claiming organize
crime and motorcycle
gang connections.

trogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

in a video.

“l expected to get
somewhere, get a schol-
arship and go to college,
but I never thought I'd
be on TV,” Schneider
said.

“It’s nice to be able to
put it on a resume,” add-
ed Jordan, who is looking
at attending Lawrence
Technological University
to study game design and
programming.

And for Graham Stra-
chan of Livonia, working
on the production al-
lowed him to return to
where he learned his
lighting skills as a stu-
dent in the center’s
media production class.

“Honestly, | was into
music at the time,” said
Strachan, the owner of
Scotia Lighting, located
in the Studio Center in
Farmington Hills. “I did
black-and-white photog-
raphy and animation.
This came later. | started
as a photo assistant and
it went from there.”

Strachan admits that
lighting wasn’t some-
thing he was thinking
about at the time he took
the class with teacher
Jeff Bloom. But what he
learned, he is using now.
He has done several
projects with Avalon as a
freelancer. He’s worked
on music videos, com-
mercials and films.

“I make a good living
at this,” he said.

And that’s the mes-
sage that the video will
be delivering.

“It’s great what the
governor is saying about
career technical educa-
tion; weve been doing it
years,” Kay said. “It%s
great to see theye try-
ing to lose the cultura
bias about this work. The
tables are turning.”

smason@ hometownlife.com
734-674-2332
Twitter: @SusanMarieMason

done.

As work on each cir-
cuit is completed, street
lights will be restored as
quickly as possible to
lessenthe impact on the
community.

For more information,
contact DTE Energy’s
Community Lighting
Department at 800-548-
4655 or visit dteener-
gy.com/lights for project
status reports.
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Recently elected Congressman shares
Washington experience at chamber event

By David Veselenak

Staff Writer

U.S. Rep. Dave Trott
shared with Livonia
Chamber of Commerce
members Wednesday one
of the few “thrilling”
moments he said he’s had
since joining Congress at
the beginning of the year.

It wasn’ the address
by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
given earlier this month,
though he said he en-
joyed sitting through the
speech.

One of the thrilling
moments, he said, came
during a regulatory com-
mittee hearing for the
RAPID Act where Trott
arrived early enough to
question a think-tank
worker. There, Trott said
he enjoyed having the
opportunity to ask some-
one about business reg-
ulations proposed
through the bill.

“My opening question
to him was, ‘Have you
ever owned or runa busi-
ness?”” he said. “He said
no. And from there, it
was just good fun, be-
cause he had no clue
about the impact of gov-
ernment delays on busi-
ness and business people
to execute a business
plan.”

Trott spoke to several
members of the Livonia
Chamber on Wednesday
morning at Schoolcraft
College’s VisTaTech Cen-
ter during a breakfast
designed to allow cham-
ber members to see and
hear their new repre-
sentative in Congress.

Trott, a Republican
from Birmingham, re-
placed Kerry Bentivolio
in January after defeat-

Cox to help
create
guidelines
for sexual
assault kits

State Rep. Laura Cox
has been named to Gov.
Rick Snyder’s Assault Kit
Tracking and Reporting
Commission.

The commission was
created by law last year
and is
tasked
with devel-
oping
guidelines
to effec-
tively
implement
a state-
wide sys-
tem to
track location, lab status
and completed test re-
sults for sexual assault
evidence Kits.

“For too long, Michi-
gan has had a disorga-
nized and mismanaged
system for the testing of
this evidence and that is
unacceptable,” said Rep.
Cox, R-Livonia. “I look
forward to working with
the commission to find a
way to ensure none of
these kits are overlooked
and that the money is
spent wisely and effi-
ciently.” o

The commission was
created after the discov-
ery of 11,000 untested
evidence Kits ina Detroit
Police storage facility. To
date 10,000 of those Kits
have been sent for test-
ing.

“The incident that
occurred in Detroit abso-
lutely cannot happen
again,” Cox said. “Vic-
tims of sexual assault
need assurance that the
state will do everythin
they can to identify an
prosecute their attack-
ers. My hope is that the
gi]qldellnes created by
this commission will
bring swift justice.”

Other members of the
commission include the
attorney general, the
director of the Michigan
State Police and repre-
sentatives from various
health and law enforce-
ment organizations.

Cox

BILL BRESLER | STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
U.S. Congressman Dave Trott
speaks at a Chamber of
Commerce breakfast at
Schoolcraft College.

in? himinaprimary last
fall and then defeating
Democrat Bobby McKen-
zie in the November gen-
eral election.

He represents the 11th
Congressional District in
Michigan, which covers

arts of southern Oak-
and County and north-
west Wayne County, in-
cluding Livonia, Ply-
mouth, Northville and
Canton.

Livonia mayor Jack
Kirksey said while Trott
has only been in Con-
gress a few months, he
sounds like he is experi-
enced in the chamber.

“You speak as if
you've been there a long
time,” Kirksey told Trott.

DHS funding

He talked about some
of the ups-and-downs of
his time in Congress,
including the issue of

Listening to Congressman Dave Trott.

funding the Department
of Homeland Security
earlier this winter.

Many Republicans
wanted to tie the funding
to the issue of President
Barack Obama’s exec-
utive order temporarily
granting legal status to
undocumented immi-
grants inthe U.S.

TVott said because of
issues between the House

of Representatives and
the Senate, a last-minute
vote was taken a few
weeks ago to fund the
department for one week.
The department was
later funded through
September after legisla-
tion was approved, some-
thing TVott also voted for.
Trott said he had to weigh
the issues before castin
his ballot for the origina

Looking for someone who
truly cares about your
money and you?

Let’s get together. Three simple words.

It's our way of doing business. As a member, you

own a part of Community Choice—so you have a
say in what happens. We have the products and
services you need, with better rates and fewer fees
than a bank. And with our GetBigRewardS® program,
members receive perks like getting cash back just for
making the most of their membership.

Our newly-remodeled member center in Livonia

is different, too.Team members help you with your
transaction in an open-concept environment that
feels inviting and relaxed—no teller lines, no stress, just
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CommunityChoiceCU.com 1877.243.2528

funding bill, which he
said was for funding the
department that oversees
the Coast Guard and
TSA.

“The question be-
comes: Do you think if we
don't fund DHS, more
Americans are going to
be upset about not fund-
ing DHS and protecting
our country, or are more
Americans going to be

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

upset about the presi-
dent’s unconstitutional
immigration executive
orders?” TVott said. “In
my mind, | think most
Americans would be
upset that the country’s
not protected.”

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

Join us on Saturday, March 21 at 9 a.m. for our grand re-opening get together!
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accoum within 30 days ofwhen loaniisfunded Offer only vaBdon 03/21/2015
“The valjg of the incentive wdl oe reported as interest income on FomviOOO INT Employees and board members are Ineligible for either offer.

LO-0000235003

SNER

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
9a.m.- 1p.m.

Livonia Member Center
15420 Farmington Rd.
Livonia, Ml 48154
877.243.2528
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Election complaint filed against LPS, teachers

By Karen Smith

Staff Writer

Livonia resident Loyd
Romick has filed com-
plaints with the Michi-
gan Secretary of State
alleging that Livonia
Public Schools and the
district’s teachers union
violated campaign fi-
nance laws b?/ sending
campaign-related emails
to LPS email addresses.

Specifically, the com-
plaint a_?alnst LPS says
an email supportin
certain LPS school board
candidates for the No-
vember election was

Michigan, it is a misde-
meanor for a public
body, or an individual
acting on its behalf, to
use or authorize the use
of computer hardware or
software, or other public
resources, to make a
campaign contribution
or expenditure. ]
The complaint against
the Livonia Education
Association and the
Michigan Education
Assoclation says they
contributed to certain
LPS candidate commit-
tees by sending a cam-
paign-related email to
their 1,000 or so teachers

materials. A knowing
violation is a felony,
punishable by a fine of
up to $10,000.

LPS Superintendent
Randy Liepa said Mon-
day, “The school district
was not involved in this.
It was a simple mistake
in which an MEA em-
ployee selected an in-
correct email list when
sending information. We
do not believe it was
intentional.”

LEA President Joan-
mary Nenninger was
unavailable for comment
Tuesday morning.

Romick said “the

union wants them to vote
for, then offers them
campaign materials.”

Dated Oct. 14, 2014,
the email recommended
four of the eight candi-
dates running: Mark
Johnson, Colleen Burton,
Liz Jarvis and Dan Cen-
ters. Only Centers ran
unopposed. All four were
elected; those who had
opponents won by more
than 2,200 votes each.
The email also stated the
MEA office had signs
and literature “if you
want to stop by.”

Two district employ-
ees who are officials in

sent to LPS addresses. In

and storing campaign

email advises who the

the Livonia Education

Livonia school chief eliminated for top state job

By Karen Smith

Staff Writer

_ LivoniaPublic Schools Super-
intendent Randy Liepa has been
eliminated as a candidate for state
superintendent.

The State Board of Education
decided Wednes-
day not to have
him back for an
additional inter-
view after meet-
ing with him and
five other semi-
finalists this week.

Board members
were asked to
raise their hands for any of the
candidates they wanted to have
additional conversation with. Not
one of the board members raised
his or her hand for Liepa. All the
other semifinalists received at
least four votes.

The chosen candidate will re-
place Mike Flanagan, who leaves

Liepa

Jul\é 1 ]
oard members had previ-
ously narrowed down the field of
54 applicants to the six they want-
ed to interview. One board mem-
ber said Wednesday that narrow-
ing the list further to the three
finalists was a tough decision,
given their caliber.

Liepa said it “was a great honor
to be considered for the position.

“The board has great candi-
dates to choose from and | am
confident they will choose an
outstanding leader for Michigan,”
he said.

Livonia school board president
Colleen Burton said she was sur-
prised Liepa was eliminated so
quickly from the running. “Clear-
ly the state board is looking for
something other than in Dr. Liepa.
I am really not sure what the state
is looking for,” she said.

She said she would be honored
to have Liepa serve as Livonia’s
suFerintendent for as long as he is
willing and able. “The state’s loss
is Livonia’s huge gain.”

Liepa said in a previous in-
terview that becoming state su-
perintendent was not a long-term
goal of his but he wanted an op-
portunity to have more of a voice
in Lansing on education policy —
his passion.

As LPS superintendent, Liepa
has advocated in Lansing for
funding for all Michigan students.
Last spring, he was instrumental
in the “Classrooms and Kids”
budget proposal that would have
redirected more money into class-
rooms without raising taxes.

Liepa said previously he was
honored to be one of the semi-
finalists, but he remains as ded-
icated and committed to Livonia
as he has always been.

Toddler, Mommy
& Me Classes

Tired of being cooped up ail winter?

We have a solution for you! Enjoy fun activities with your

toddler and meet other moms with toddlers, too.

It's Fun! It's Educational! It's Free!

Music with Your Toddler
10:00 - 1 1:00 a.m. - Friday, March 20, 2015

Let's Make Art with Your Toddler
10:00 - 1 1:00 a.m. - Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Yoga with Your Toddler
10:00 - 1 1:.00 a.m. - Thursday, April 2, 2015

Story Time & Craft with Your Toddler
10:00 - 1 1:00 a.m. - Friday, April 24, 2015

Registration is required. Please call the school to register over
734-464-2789

the phone.

Brookfield Academy Livonia
38HS An Ao Reed

Livaig H.4810

734-444-2789

A BRIGHT HORIZONS MONTBSORI SCHOOL

“This is my home. I’m happy to
work here until retirement,” he
said, if the LPS board allows.

Liepa has been with LPS, one of
the top 10 biriggg%st districts in the
state, since . He has been
superintendent since 2003. The
board in December extended his
contract by another year to June
30,2018.

Before coming to LPS, Liepa
was Wayne-Westland Community
Schools assistant superintendent
for business and operations after
joining that district as supervisor
of accounting. From 1984 to 1987,
he was a Public Accountant for
Plante and Moran.

The board on Wednesday nar-
rowed the list of candidates to
three: Vickie Markavitch, super-
intendent, Oakland Schools, inter-
mediate school district for Oak-
land County; Scott Menzel, super-
intendent, Washtenaw Intermedi-
ate School District; and Brian
Whiston, superintendent, Dear-
born Public Schools.

The other two semifinalists
eliminated were Randy Davis,
superintendent, Marshall Public
Schools; and Alan Ingram, deputy
commissioner, Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education.

ksmith@hometownlife.com 1248-309-7524
| Twitter: @KarenS87

Association union local,
Nenninger and Nancy
Stramecki, signed the
email.

Romick, who initiall
contacted the state bac
in October, said the com-
plaint process was de-
layed, in part, because
his father was gravely ill
and died in the interim.

The district and
unions have 15 business
days from March 2 to
respond to the allega-
tions, according to let-
ters sent to them by the
Bureau of Elections.

Lori A Bourbonais of
the Bureau of Elections
said in the letter that the

FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

union

bureau neither is making
the allegations nor ac-
ce_i)ti_ng them as true but
will investigate to deter-
mine whether there is
reason to believe vio-
lations occurred.

If it determines that
they have, the depart-
ment’s enforcement
powers include referring
the matter to the state
attorney general for
enforcement of the crim-
inal penalty.

ksmith@hometownlife.com
248-309-7524
Twitter: @KarenS87

STUDENT ACHIEVERS

Garden City resident
Alayna Smith, a senior
at Central Michigan
University, has received
the Women of Achieve-
ment
Emerg-
ing Lead-
er Award
from the
YWCA
Great
Lakes
Bay Re-
gion.

The
award honors women
who have made out-
standing contributions
in business, health care,
entrepreneurship, edu-
cation, community lead-
ership or lifetime
achievement.

A Young Woman
Leader must be a wom-
an between the age of
20-30 who demonstrates
emerging leadership
skills and has exhibited
through her leadership
and activities a philoso-
phy of empowerment of
women and commitment
to the community.

“Alayna was selected
for this’award because
of her tremendous lead-
ership skills exempli-

Alayna Smith

fied through her aca-
demic excellence and
service to her global
community,” said Tony
Voisin, CMU associate
vice president for stu-
dent affairs.

“Her commitment to
the education and suc-
cess of our youth makes
her a caring citizen and
deserving of this
award.”

Smith accepted her
award Feb. 17 due to
volunteer commitments
on the day of the award
dinner planned for
Wednesday, March 11

Four residents of
Westland and Garden
City were among nearly
1,000 students who grad-
uated at the conclusion
of the Fall 2014 semes-
ter in December at
Grand Valley State Uni-
versity.

The graduates in-
clude Devan M. Dodge
and Rebekah L Man-
ning of Garden City and
Chelsea P. Romanczuk
and Lindsay M. Wel-
born of Westland who
all received bachelor of
science degrees.

Live a mailntenance
free life at

o/ lie Villa

Explore the Possibilities
The Villa has to offer

OPEN HOUSE

Thursdays

from 10am-lpm

Refreshments available and receive a free gift

after touring The Villa.

The Villa on The Village of Redford's campus ispart of a continuing
care community that allows our residents to age in place.

At The Villa we offer:
* One and two bedroom apartments

» Personal emergency response pendant included
 Transportation options

» Meal options

» Other amenities and services

The Villa at

Redford

W

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

A Mission of Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

25340 Six Mile Road,
Redford, Ml 48240

313-541-5991
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Community Foundation to award $27,500 in grants, honor founder

The Livonia Communi-

ty Foundation will award
arecord $27,500in
grants to 10 organizations
and honor founder and
former Mayor Robert
Bennett later this month.

The ceremony, to
which the public is in-
vited, will take place at 7
p.m. Wednesday, March
23, in the Livonia Civic
Center Library Audi-
torium.

Bennett will be hon-
ored for his role in estab-
lishing the foundation,
which over the past 17
years has provided
grants totaling $326,050
to Livonia's charitable,
cultural, arts, historical,
educational and recre-
ational institutions.

It was Bennett’s vision
and foresight that
brou%ht the team togeth-
er to begin the founda-
tion in the mid-90s and
his leadership in the
early years of the organi-
zation that helped build
the foundation that exists
today. While Bennett no

Former Livonia Mayor Bob Bennett will be honored for his
role in establishing the foundation, which over the past 17
years has provided grants totaling $326,050 to Livonia

charities.

longer serves as presi-
dent, he remains an ac-
tive member of the board
of trustees and in De-
cember was honored as
the first life member of

the board of trustees.
The Foundation is a
permanent endowment, a
trust fund, built by
citizen and corporate
donors. The Foundation

St. Mary Mercy achieves
NICHE ‘Exemplar’ status

St. Mary Mercy Livo-
nia and St. Joseph Mercy
Ann Arbor achieved
"Exemplar" status for
their respective NICHE
gNurses mproving Care

or Healthsystem EI-
ders) program. NICHE
is the premier desi%—
nation indicating a hospi-
tal's commitment to
excellence in the care of
patients 65 years and
older.

The "Exemplar"” status
—the highest of four
possible program levels
—was assigned follow-
ing a program evaluation
of the current state and
future goals of the
NICHE program at both
St. Mary Mercy Livonia
and St. Joseph Mercy
Ann Arbor.

The requirements

include implementation
of the NICHE Geriatric
Resource Nurse model
and evidence-based pro-
tocols on all applicable
units, including specialt
units; implementation o
systemic aging-sensitive
policies; inclusion of the
input of patient, families
and community-based
providers in planning
and implementation of
NICHE initiatives; and
assuming regional and
national leadership roles.

“The NICHE desig-
nation and the ‘Exem-
plar’ status signal our
resolve to provide pa-
tient-centered care for
older adults,” says Jo-
anne Grosh, regional
director, Senior Services,
Saint Joseph Mercy
Health System.

“Through our participa-
tion in the NICHE pro-
gram, we are able to
offer evidence-based,
interdisciplinary ap-
Broaches that promote

etter outcomes, positive
experiences, and im-
proved care for the older
adults in our care. This
leads to greater satis-
faction rates for our
patients, their families
and our staff.”

The Annual Program
Evaluation is used to
determine the level of
their NICHE program.
The evaluation bench-
marks program progress
%/ear-to-year,_ targets

uture care initiatives
and provides data to use
in gaining and sustaining
support from institution
stakeholders.

Grillin” & Chillin’

B etting ReadyforSpring!

at Bill and Rod's Appliance

March 19th through April 4th
Bring in ANY Grill/ANY Condition

in wr,

RECHVE LPTOA

MASTERCARD* PREPAID CARDBY VAIL

when you putmase select Maytag*
appliances.
Otfef valid March 11-22,2015

and....

was chartered in 1995.
Following its first full
ear, the endowment
alance was $32,000. In
1997, the first year funds
were available for
rants, they awarded
1,500.

This year’s $27,500
award is a record.

Foundation President
Brian Meakin said the
foundation's investments
have been doing better,
the result of the renewed
investment environment
and a very effective
asset manager. He said
that in 2012 the founda-
tion's assets reached just
over $1 million and it
continues to grow from
donations and good in-
vestment strategy.

“We are pleased to
fund these community
efforts,” said Meakin,
who is going on his sixth
year as president.

A committee, chaired
this year by board mem-
ber Mark Bublitz, re-
views grant applications

*
O’Malley’s
Bar & Grill

to decide which ones
most meet the founda-
tion's mission to promote
and develop community
resources, properties and
civic treasures; promote,
sugéi)_or_t and develop
public interest in the arts
and other local cultural
undertakings; and to
promote programs that
contribute to the welfare
of the community and the
needs of its citizens.

The organizations
approved for grants this
year are:

m Angela Hospice
Bereavement Program

m First Step

m Greenmead Resto-
ration Trust Fund

m Friends of Livonia
Library

m Livonia Civic
Chorus

m Livonia Family
YMCA camp programs

m Livonia Goodfellows
-No Child Without A
Christmas

m Livonia Kids and
Families

m Livonia Symphony
Orchestra

m Seedlings Braille
Books for Children

The public is encour-
aged to attend the
awards program at the
Livonia Civic Center
Library, located east of
Farmington Road on Five
Mile. The program will
feature a short video
about the organizations
receiving the grants
followed by a reception
with light refreshments.

Committee chair Mark
Bublitz said, “This event
gives the public a chance
to learn about the Foun-
dation and the organiza-
tions serving the commu-
nity. We are excited
about being helping the
organizations recelving
the grants and show-
casing the efforts of the
Livonia Community
Foundation.”

To RSVP or for more
information, call Charlie
Mahoney at 248-474-0905.

THREE DAY
CELEBRATION!

St. “Practice” Days - Sat. & Sun., March 14th & 15th

Green Beer $3 Shot Spedid

\% lint
Miller Light or Bud Light

Dirty Leprechaun
Apple Pucker & Vodka

ALL DAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY

St. Patrick’s Day - Tuesday, March 17th - NO COVER

An eclectic mix of live music and traditional
Irish dancers at no cost to our customers!
The impressive list of entertainment we have assembled includes:

9:00 am-12:00 pm

12:00 pm-6:00 pm

6:00 pm-10:00 pm
10:00 pm-1 am

Nick and Keelan
12:00 pm
Shamus Whiskey
Irish Dancers
Irish Dancers
Blarney Brothers
John Latini

1:00 pm
5:00 pm

Bagpipe music from Harold Higgins

Plus enjoy the special Irish menu featuring green eggs and ham, corned beef, shepherds pie
and a variety of green beers to wash it all down.

O’Malley’s Bar and Grill j facebook.com/OMalleys

15231 FARMINGTON ROAD -

RECEIVE

$100 TRADE-IN

to put toward the purchase
of a Napoleon Girill.

Special rebates on select models and
zero percent financing for one full year.

See store for details

Join us in our Live Kitchen

Easter Cookies Ciass

3 Dimensaonal/Panoramic $25

Visit us on Facebook
Sign up to receive notification of upcoming events!

BiH & Rod's

APPLIANCES i MATTRESSES

Honest and dependable
Since 1963

V

LIVONIA

. (734)427-7775

CULINARY AMBITION

Kitchen A id

RECEIVE UP TO A

MASTERCARD® PREPAID CARD
BY MAIL WHEN YOU

PURCHASE SELECT
KITCHENAID® APPLIANCES:

OFFER VALID 03/01/2015 THRU 06/30/2015

Quality Factory Trained Technicians
www.billandrodsappliance.com

15870 Middlebelt Roed

SOURCE

SALES * SERVICE « PARTS  North of Fve Mle « Livona

O8DR

734-425-5040

milillHBilii

1

VISA

You

P


http://www.billandrodsappliance.com
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New real estate service bringing 100 jobs to Livonia

A company that
moved to Livonia only
three years ago is al-
ready looking to more
than double its work-
force, adding 100 new
jobs.

Marketplace Homes
recently announced a
spinoff company, Zip-
Tours, a mobile real es-
tate platform designed to
give home buyers an
online view of homes,
online scheduling of
appointments and live-
streaming discussions
with an agent regarding
the home during a visit.
As a result, the company
is looking to expand their
office, adding 100 new
jobs in a variety of areas,
including in real estate,
technology and support.

The service will also
allow home buyers to
place an offer on a home
right from their comput-
er or smartphone.

“Now, all of a sudden,
we’re going to need a

Q: Dear Rick: My tax-
es are straightforward
and | do them myself.
All I have isthe income
from my job, aswell as
some interest. | take a
standard deduction. All
my money is in my IRAs
and 401 (k). Last year
after reading one of
your columns and at-
tending one of your
library talks, | decided
to do a Roth conver-
sion. At the time | did
the conversion, | sold
the one stock that |

whole bunch of people to
do that,” said Dustin
Bosscher, Marketlace
Homes’ CIO.

The company moved
to Livonia in 2012 after
sharing office space in
Plymouth. Their offices
currently employ more
than 80 people, and all
100 new jobs will remain
in their offices in Livo-
nia, even though the
company works in real
estate all across the
country. The new service
will become a separate
entity from Marketplace
Homes.

CEO Mike Kalis said
the company began just
as home values, especial-
ly in Metro Detroit, be-
gan to drop. The next
step after working as a
brokerage, Kalis said, is
to expand this service,
developed completely in
Livonia. )

“It’s been eight ?/ears,”
he said. “It seems like a
really short time, but also

How to calculate basis on an inheritance

Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

owned to pay the taxes.
I gotthat stock over 30
years ago when my
grandmother passed
on. | have no idea what
she paid for the stock,
but | do know what it
was worth when | even-
tually received the
stock after her estate

Polish and American Cuisine

{bx&MF CATER!
LIVONIA
15800 Middlebelt
I 734.425.9800
HOURS: Mon-Sat 7am-9 pm, Sun. 7 am-8 pm

L0-0000235397

St. Michael's Parish presents
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

All Fridays in Lent,
except Good Friday

s Full Dinners

+ Choice of Hand-dipped
Fried or Baked
Fresh Atlantic Cod

(Mj&znR
QaiQiQQ

11441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouth Rd. « Livonia

134-261-1455

L0-0000232728

www.livoniastmichael.org

IF YOU USED THE BLOOD
THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging,

required hospitalization or a loved one died while

taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present

time, you may be entitled to compensation.

Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1>800>535>5727

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

areally long time.”

Kalis said he hopes the
service, which is avail-
able online and in the
Apple App Store and
Google Play, will become
a revolutionary next step
in real estate, much like
how websites Trulia and
Zillow advanced the
online listing of proper-
ties for sale. )

“These companies
transformed the way
search happens,” he said.
“Today, ZipTours trans-
forms the way people
buy a home.”

Those with experience
working with Ruby On
Rails, a web application
development framework,
are especially desired,
Kalis said. The company
is located on Laurel Park
Drive and its website is
ZipTours.com.

Company spokeswom-
an Elyse Samecky said
the online system went
live Thursday, and is
specifically designed for

was in probate for over
five years. Can you
help?

A: The proper number
to use for cost basis on an
inheritance is not the
value of the stock when
you received it, but the
fair market value when
your grandmother died.
The value of the stock on
the day you received it or
what your grandmother
paid for the stock are not
relevant when it comes
to an inheritance.

What causes confusion
is that there is different
tax treatment between a
giftand an inheritance. If
your grandmother (while
she was alive) gifted you

DAVID VESELENAK | STAFF WRITER

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey, left, and Marketplace Homes CEO Mike Kalis.

home buyers looking in
southeast Michigan. The
service is expected to
expand to include rental
properties for those not

the stock, then for tax
purposes your basis
would be what she paid
for the stock. For gifts
which are transfers of
property while both par-
ties are living, the basis
is what is known as a
transfer basis. There-
fore, if your grandmoth-
er had gifted you the
stock and she had paid $1
a share for it, that would
be your basis for tax
purposes. Onthe other
hand, if she paid $1a
share and upon her death
the stock was worth $100
a share, if you inherited
the stock your cost basis
would be $100 a share.
Many people are

Abandoned Vehicle Auction:
Saturday March 21 @ 12pm
Sparks Auto and Towing, 34043 Ford Road,

W estland M
2002 Ford 1FMYUO04162KA43903
2004 Lincoln 5LMEU88H94Z7J02605
2007 Saturn 1G8AIJ55F772151722
2003 Ford 1FAFP34P43W174708
2002 Chevrolet 1GNCS18W52K 163845

Published: March 15, 2015

LO-0000235245 2x1.5

ready to by a home.

It’s a service, she said,
that’s truly unique.

“No one else offers
this at all,” she said.

sometimes in the situa-
tion where they did re-
ceive a gifted stock and
have no idea of the true
basis. After all, the per-
son who gifted them the
stock may not know what
their basis is or may not
be alive. In those situa-
tions, taxpayers need to
guesstimate the basis.

I have found in those
situations —where tax-
payers are reasonable
and have a solid reason
for their guesstimate —
if they are audited, the
IRS is reasonable.

Many grandparents
gift stock to their grand-
children. If you are a
grandparent and you do

dveseienak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: @DavidVeseienak

gift stock to your grand-
child, then it would make
sense to somehow docu-
ment what Your basis is
so eventual K when they
sell the stock they won't
have to go through any
aggravation. After all,
isn't the last thing that
you want to do when you
make a gift is cause
someone grief?

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
bloomassetmanagement.com.
Ifyou would like him to
respond to your questions,
please email rick@bloom
assetmanagement.com.

Dolls & Bears chny...

Save 20-50% On Favorite Brands & Styles

Sale Ends

Huge Selection f
3/31/15

OfSteiff Bears
& Animals.
Over 150 Styles

Favorite Friends
American Girl Type

18" Dolls & Fashions
and Much More!

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

| Promos at DollHospital.com 3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115 Mon-Sal 10-5:30, Thur 10-8:30

MAURICES <

Tanks, camis, accessories. Hot colors fo

New ethnic prints, jeggings, and blush col

high waisted jeans/pants, flares,

lots of turquoise and coral this ) )
) ) Springtime s

season. Capris and shorts are in.

Honeysuckle

Watermelon

Bellini, and L

DRESS BARN

Spring’'s Seven Must Haves...
the dress, graphic tee, something
lace,tribal prints, the military,

Tees for girls
open weave, placed florals.

TORRID «

BATH & BODY WORKS «

avings|

/COVER!

RUE 21 <

r spring and coral Fresh pastel, florals, and

or. pretty lace.

TIMAXX «a

cents like Bright Spring arrivals,

Bouquet, accessories, shoes, handbags

Lemonade, Peach and jewelry priced right.

ilac Blossom

CHILDREN'S PLACE

and boys $5, new

biker short under aruffled bottom

CHARMING CHARLIE
Handbag Event! Bright and
sunny new hues. A hint of spring
...black, white, and a pop of

yellow (from $15).

THTKSft %

Novi Town Center

fJovi, jhtchfidh |Tj
o

top for girls, boys shorts, capris

ine.ctni.v«c 1

Bath&BodyWorks dressbarn PLACE

rue 21.

***/.

43259 CRESCENT BOULEVARD, NOVI, MI

(248) 347.3830 NOVITOWNCENTER.COM
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Angela Hospice offers free grief support

Grief comes in all
shapes and sizes, and so
does processing it. No
two people will experi-
ence it in the same way,
which is why Angela
Hospice offers a variety
of grief support pro-
grams, all of which are
free of charge to anyone
in the community.

“We provide a safe
environment where a
bereaved person can
express feelings of loss
and receive understand-
ing and the sense that
they are not struggling
alone,” said Joan Lee,
Angela Hospice bereave-
ment social worker.

One of the reasons
Kathy Bailey decided to
attend grief support was
to not feel alone with
what she was %oing
through after her hus-
band Tom died in the
Angela Hospice Care
Center two years ago.

“When | started out |
was feeling like | was

Social worker Joan Lee meets with Canton resident Kathy
Bailey for a one-on-one session. Angela Hospice offers free
support groups, as well as individual counseling, for those

who are grieving.

kind of crazy,” Bailey
said. “You’re going
through something that
is so different from any-
thing else, so you want to
talk to someone that’s
like, ‘Are you experi-
encing this, too?"

For about a year and a
half, she’s been attending
the grief support group
that meets twice a month
for those who have lost a

Severe weather leaves

Following round after
round of snow, freezing
rain and arctic cold in
man% parts of the coun-
try, the American Red
Cross has an urgent need
for eligible blood and
platelet donors to give
now to help restock its
shelves.

March storms forced
the cancellation of more
than 200 blood drives,
resulting in nearly 7,000
uncollected blood and
platelet donations. This
shortfall follows more
than 26,400 uncollected
blood and platelet dona-
tions in February due to
severe weather across 27
states.

In the Southeastern
Michigan Red Cross
Blood Services Region —
which serves Macomb,
Oakland, St. Clair, Wash-
tenaw and Wayne coun-
ties—more than a dozen
blood drives were can-
celed this winter, causing
almost 600 blood and
platelet donations to go

uncollected. Despite the
weather, hospital patients
still rely on transfusion.

“Blood products are
being delivered to hospi-
tals almost as quickly as
they come in,” said Jim
Flickema, CEO of the
Southeastern Michigan
Blood Services Region.
“Donors who give now
aren't just restocking our
shelves, they are making
sure hope continues to be
available for patients in
need.”

Residents in unaffect-
ed areas can help the Red
Cross restock its shelves
immediately. As a nation-
al network, the Red Cross
can help ensure blood
products are available
for patients at local hos-
pitals as well as hospitals
throughout the country.

The Red Cross urges
donors of all blood types
to make and keep ap-
pointments in the coming
days. Platelet donors, as
well as blood donors with
the most in-demand blood

spouse/significant other.
She also attends one-on-
one sessions with Lee.
During her time in the
grief support group Bai-
ley has found others who
get exactly what she is
going through, whether it
be something emotional
or financial. Goinlg to the
group has also helped
Bailey better understand
her grief, and that every-

thing she was experi-
encing or thinking was
OK.

“I totally believe in
the counse ir]? and the
support,” Bailey said.
“I'm glad they’re here to
do this.”

While Bailey has
found comfort at the
group, she’ also found
some outside of it. She
said she’s formed a bond
with a few women in her
support group who have
all become very close.
They often have social
outings, which Bailey
says has been another
benefit of attending the
sessions, and one she
didnt expect.

“I look forward to it
(grief support) now,” she
said. “Before It was hard.
Like, OK, I’'m going to go
and sob and everything.
Now it’s like, OK, I’'m
going to be with friends,
people that | am com-
fortable with because
we’re all in the same

boat.”

Angela Hospice also
offers the following sup-
port groups and services
at its Care Center, locat-
ed at 14100 Newburgh
Road in Livonia:

General Grief Sup-
port Groups — These
groups are open to any-
one who has experienced
the death of a loved one.
They meet at 1p.m. and
6:30 p.m. the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each
month.

Grief Pathways: Be-
ginning the Journey —
This group meets at 1
;%.m. the first and third

uesdays of each month.
The group is intended
for those who are just
embarking on their per-
sonal path of grief,
whether there was a
recent death or a death
from awhile ago.

Loss of a Spouse/
Significant Other Group
—Members must have
lost a spouse or signifi-

cant other. The groups
meet at 1p.m. and 6:30
p.m. the first and third
Hiesdays of each month.

Grief Support Quilt-
er's Group — Meets the
first and third Wednes-
days of each month. No
sewing skills required.
You must register for
this group by calling
Joan Lee at 734-953-6012.

Individual Support
Services — These ser-
vices are provided to
anyone who has experi-
enced the death of a
loved one. Call 734-464-
7810 to speak with a li-
censed bereavement
social worker for more
information and to
schedule an appointment.

Suicide Loss Support
Services —For anyone
who has lost a loved one
through suicide. Contact
Sheri Katz or Rebecca
DeRaud at 734-953-6030
for more information
and to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Red Cross with urgent need for blood do