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Plante Moran review will 

focus on finding savings
By LeAnne Rogers

Staff Writer

Wayne’s health care and 
benefit plans will be managed 
and reviewed by Plante Moran 
with an eye on finding cost 
savings.

Plante Moran has already 
been hired to reconcile the 
city’s banking records — 
Wayne has been without a 
finance director since August 
— and effectively is working 
as the finance director.

As part of the original fi­
nance director engagement 
letter, the firm was to look at 
other (budgetary) structural 
issues, said Brian Camiller of 
Plante Moran. One of the first 
issues was the agreement with 
the insurance carrier, he said.

“We’re trying to correct the 
structural issues and deficit 
for 2015-16.1 made the com­
ment that there is no magic 
bullet,” Camiller said. “Not one 
thing will solve it. A combina­
tion of things is needed. You 
need long-term solutions to the 
problem.”

The city has a deficit of 
more than $600,000 in the cur­
rent fiscal year and projects a 
$2 million shortfall in 2015-16 

The city’s insurance for 
employees and retirees is a big 
issue for the city, but not the 
biggest issue, Camiller said. 
Under the agreement, Plante 
Moran will serve as the city’s 
agent of record for insurance.

“You need an advocate, not 
just an insurance salesper-

See REVIEW, Page A2

Wayne Main 
Street hosting 

‘getting found’ 
workshop

Defense attorney M artin Magidson confers w ith  defendant Randy Batts during the preliminary examination.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

By LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Two Westland men have been bound 
over for trial on charges that they beat 
to death a local woman, whose body 
was found in a Dearborn Heights street 
last month.

Terrence Harold Johnson, 44, and 
Randy Batts, who turns 31 next week, 
are charged with first-degree murder 
and torture in the death of Diedre 
Akins, 46. Johnson was Akins’s live-in 
boyfriend, sharing a home on Grand 
Traverse in Norwayne.

The medical examiner’s autopsy 
report found Akins, whose body was 
found on Powers near John Daly early 
Jan. 18, had died of multiple blunt-force 
trauma injuries, including to her head, 
and had suffered several broken ribs.

LaDarin Best testified that he had 
been renting a room at the home on 
■Grand Traverse from Akins, whom he 
had known for more than 10 years. Due 
to mobility issues, Best said he primar­
ily stayed in his room and never went 
down into the basement of the home 
where Akins was reportedly killed.

Best described an escalating dispute 
between Akins and Batts, who had 
accused Akins of stealing narcotics 
from him. Specifically, Batts was upset 
over some missing cough syrup, Best 
said.

Akins denied taking any drugs but 
gave Batts $10, Best said, but the dis­
pute continued, becoming physical. 
When Batts appealed to Johnson to get 
Akins to return his missing drugs, Best

See TRIAL, Page A2
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Terrence Johnson is one o f tw o  men charged 
w ith  fa ta lly beating a Westland woman, his 
girlfriend fo r over tw o  years.
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DECA 
students 

set for state 
conference

John Glenn sending 11 to 

compete in Grand Rapids

By Sue Mason
Staff Writer

Marketing a trip to Costa 
Rica? That shouldn’t be such a 
hard sell when it’s winter in 
Michigan.

And it appears it wasn’t for 
Brandon Allen, who spent 
several months putting to­
gether a PowerPoint presenta­
tion on such a trip for judges 
at the district DECA confer­
ence last month.

Allen was among 11 John 
Glenn High School students 
who will be competing in the 
state conference in Grand 
Rapids next month in hopes to 
advancing to the international 
event in Orlando, Fla., in 
April.

“I did a written event,” the 

See DECA, Page A2

SUE MASON
Preparing fo r the state DECA competition in Grand Rapids next month are (from le ft) John Glenn High School 
students Jay Patel, Hailey Doyle, Brandon Allen, Grace Mortson, Jacob Manning, Valerie Vuljaj, Shyanna Steele, 
Camille Hollins and Alexandria Diaz. Also in the group are Caleb Woodard and Adaeze Ogbuaku.

Wayne Main Street will help 
small businesses build their 
online presences at a Let’s Put 
Wayne on the Map workshop in 
March.

Wayne Main Street is host­
ing the workshop, which will 
feature a lesson titled Getting 
Found on Google Search and 
Maps at 6 p.m. Thesday, March 
24, at the Wayne Fire Station, 
3300 S. Wayne Road.

Let’s Put Our Cities on the 
Map is part of Google’s Get 
Your Business Online Program 
and aims to bring community 
members, business owners and 
civic leaders together to help 
small businesses succeed on 
the web.

“Wayne Main Street is excit­
ed to partner with Google on 
this initiative,” said Lindsey 
Wooten, executive director of 
Wayne Main Street. “We view 
it as a perfect opportunity to 
provide free assistance to our 
business community that will 
be of equal benefit to any type 
of company operating or ser­
vicing the city of Wayne.”

While 97 percent of Internet 
users look online for local 
products and services, 55 per­
cent of small businesses do not 
have an online presence. Small 
businesses need to be online 
because that’s where their 
customers are searching. Get 
Your Business Online provides 
small businesses

See WORKSHOP, Page A2
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Westland resident said. 
“You get 2-3 months to 
prepare and create a 
visual aid. You don’t 
have to do it on the spot. 
You have more time to 
prepare, but you have to 
come prepared.”

As an association, 
DECA, formerly the 
Distributive Education 
Clubs of America, pre­
pares high school and 
college students for 
careers and education in 
marketing, finance, hos­
pitality, management 
and other business areas. 
Students compete as 
individuals and teams, 
taking written tests, 
doing role plays and 
presentations.

While Allen opted for 
the marketing presenta­
tion, Hailey Doyle and 
Grace Mortson, both of 
Westland, took a differ­
ent approach with travel 
and tourism. At the dis­
trict conference, they 
did a role play on pro­
moting a small airport.

“We had to come up 
with a plan on how to 
promote the airport to 
bring in customers and 
why they should fly out 
of that airport,” Mortson 
said. “We did better than 
I thought. I was really 
nervous about going to 
district, you don’t know 
what to expect.”

“It was difficult, but 
not impossible,” Doyle 
said.

Valerie Vuljaj of 
Westland only had 10 
minutes to prepare her 
role play on uniforms at 
district and qualified for 
the state conference.

“I hadn’t done role 
playing before,” she 
said. “You get a scenario 
and you have to act it 
out. You have to think on 
your feet. You get 10 
minutes; you have to 
manage your time.”

Jacob Manning of 
Westland competed in 
finance, doing a role play 
before a judge. He had 
10 minutes to prepare 
and 10 minutes to ex­
plain what would be the 
best form of payment 
would be best for the 
company.

“I’m really interested 
in business and all the 
numbers that revolve 
around making money,”

he said. “I want to go to 
college and do business. 
DECA is about how you 
work, helps you be more 
professional and do net­
working. It’s showing me 
what I want to do.”
M arketing
ex p erien ce

The DECA Club is led 
by marketing teacher 
Beth Johnson. Students 
who are in Marketing 3 
and 4 are required to 
join, but she does get 
students who join on 
their own. The market­
ing classes operate the

not to do,” he said. “It 
was pretty easy, it was 
basically common knowl­
edge.”

DECA fits in with 
Patel’s future plans. He 
wants to go into business 
and he wants to own his 
own business and be an 
entrepreneur.

“I want to take over 
my dad’s business and 
also have my own manu­
facturing comoany,” he 
said.
, ,£t©rann*3teele of 
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shifts during lunch when 
the store is open. At any 
given time, one-third of
students are in class, 
one-third are at lunch 
and one-third are work­
ing in the store, which 
sells healthy snacks, 
beverages and clothing.

They bake cookies, 
operate the cash register 
and even learn how to 
sweep and mop floors.
On Friday, the spent 
their time cleaning walls 
and packing up food in 
preparation for this 
week’s mid-winter re­
cess.

The club sponsored a 
5K run in the fall to cov­
er membership fees and 
used a bake sale to help 
pay for district. They 
have a dine and donate 
at the Westland Buffalo 
Wild Wings from 11 a.m. 
to midnight Monday, 
March 9, to help with the 
state conference.

“Hopefully, with Buf­
falo Wild Wings we’ll 
raise enough money,” 
Johnson said. “Those 
students who qualify for 
Florida — I know I’U 
have some — we’ll have 
to find sponsorships.”

Last year, Jay Patel of 
Westland competed in 
sports and entertainment 
management but 
switched to quick-serve 
restaurant management.

“I wanted to do some­
thing different,” said 
Patel, who has a working 
knowledge of the fast- 
food business. He 
worked for his father 
who owns a Subway 
restaurant in Detroit but 
now works elsewhere.

“I was a manager and 
had an issue with an 
employee on a promotion 
we were doing. I had to 
work with the employee 
on what to do and what
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“There’s a lot of talk­
ing in it,” she said. “He 
suggested I do it because 
I talk a lot,” she said.
“I’m very comfortable 
with public speaking.
I’ve been like that since I 
was little.”

This is her first year 
in DECA. She heard 
about it from Allen and 
talked to Johnson.

“I want to be in mar­
keting, and once I talked 
to Mrs. Johnson, the 
more I wanted to do it,” 
she said.

W aiting  to  h e a r
Cayla Phillips won’t 

be going to Grand Rap­
ids but she’ll be paying 
close attention. She ap­
plied for DECA’s Leader­
ship Development Acad­
emy at the international 
conference in April.

“It teaches leadership 
and more skills in the 
business world,” she 
said. “It gives you net­
working connections and 
entrepreneurial skills. 
I’ve got everything I can 
crossed to be accepted. 
I’ll be waiting for Mrs. 
Johnson to call me when 
it’s announced.”

Allen also will be 
waiting for an announce­
ment. He’s looking at 
getting elected to a DE­
CA office. He’d like to be 
president but will settle 
for vice-president of 
career development. It’s 
taken a lot of work. He 
needs to know 50 differ­
ent words, be prepared 
to answer any of 50 
questions he might be 
asked and do a two-min­
ute speech on what DE­
CA means to him.

If he gets picked, he’ll 
have to send out cam­
paign materials to get 
votes.

“I want to inspire 
students and students 
who aren’t in DECA,” he 
said. “I’m into politics. 
Actually campaigning 
and speech writing are 
like my hobby. I enjoy 
doing them.”

sm ason@ hom etow nlife .com
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By David Veselenak
Staff Writer

The man whose 
punch killed a soccer 
referee in Livonia last 
summer has taken a 
plea deal with prose­
cutors and will serve at 
least eight years in pris­
on.

Bassel Saad, 36, of 
Dearborn pleaded guilty 
to involuntary man­
slaughter Friday morn­
ing. That plea will result 
in a prison sentence of 
8-15 years, according to 
the plea deal. Saad was 
originally charged with 
second-degree murder, 
a charge that carries a 
maximum sentence of 
life in prison if convict­
ed.

The deal in Circuit 
Judge Timothy Kenny’s 
courtroom at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice 
took place just one busi­
ness day before a jury 
trial was scheduled to

begin. Jury selection in 
the case was scheduled 
for Monday in Circuit 
Judge Thomas Camer­
on’s courtroom in De­
troit.

“I believe it is Mr. 
Saad’s wishes to move 
forward with the plea 
agreement,” said Brian 
Berry, one of Saad’s 
attorneys.

Saad was arrested 
one day after striking 
Westland resident John 
Bieniewicz, a soccer 
referee, during an adult 
league soccer match at 
Livonia’s Mies Park. 
Witness testimony from 
Saad’s preliminary ex­
amination stated Saad 
struck Bieniewicz while 
the referee was in the 
process of ejecting him 
from the match. Two 
days later, Bieniewicz 
died from the injuries 
sustained in the punch, 
leading prosecutors to 
file murder charges 
against Saad.

Saad appeared in 
court wearing a white 
shirt, gray pants and 
black tie. He spoke for 
the first time in the 
proceedings, answering 
Kenny’s questions and 
admitting he did strike 
Bieniewicz that day.

Wayne County assis­
tant prosecutor Erika 
Hisar said the plea deal 
offers had changed 
several times during the 
case, including with 
Saad’s former attorney. 
Offerings began at a 
minimum of 10 years 
under the second-de­
gree murder charge 
before being negotiated 
to the 8- to 15-year 
agreement under invol­
untary manslaughter.

Kenny also informed 
Saad that since he is not 
a U.S. citizen, the charge 
could lead to a possible 
deportation. Saad said 
he understood and want­
ed to move forward with 
the plea deal.
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said, Johnson responded 
that the situation had 
nothing to do with him.

“He (Batts) was up­
set and saying someone 
better find it (his 
drugs). He grabbed her 
(Akins) coat and shoved 
her up against the wall,” 
Best said.

As the argument 
continued over an ex­
tended period time and 
more alcohol was con­
sumed by the trio, Best 
said he tried to convince 
Akins not to keep going 
down into the basement 
where the two men 
were during much of 
time.

Batts struck Akins in 
the face with his fist a 
couple of times and 
ended up wrestling with 
her on the floor, Best 
said.

“I tried to grab him 
and break it up. I don’t 
move too good. I kept 
telling her to stay up­
stairs,” Best said. “I was 
telling her (Akins) to 
call 911. The phone 
wasn’t charging. I told 
her to get the charger.”

The last time Akins 
went into the basement 
of the home, Best said, 
he heard a series of loud 
booms, a male voice 
yelling he wanted his 
drugs and then, Akins 
saying “Get out.”

“It got quiet. There 
was talking but for 10 or

15 minutes there was no 
argument,” Best said. “I 
heard Batts say ‘You 
better get her before 
she gets hurt.’ Terrence 
(Johnson) said, ‘She’s 
OK, she’s faking.’ I 
heard her say some­
thing, then nothing 
more.”

Best testified that he 
never saw Akins again. 
The following day, Best 
said he asked Johnson 
about Akins.

“He said she prob­
ably was at the hospital. 
Terrence went to the 
store. When he came 
back, he asked if she 
(Akins) had called,”
Best said. “About half 
an hour later, the police 
came.”

Two other Westland 
men, Michael Bashlor, 
34, and Joshua Hurston- 
Herron, 23, are charged 
with being accessories 
after the fact. The 
charges are that Bash­
lor and Hurston-Herron 
helped dispose of Akins’ 
body. Both have already 
been arraigned in 
Wayne County Circuit 
Court and are jailed in 
lieu of $250,000 cash 
bond.

Dearborn Heights 
Police began investigat­
ing the case after Akins’ 
body was found without 
any identification.

Westland Police Sgt. 
Jon Torolski testified 
that later that day Bash­
lor, accompanied by a 
cousin who is a Detroit 
Police officer, came to 
the Westland Police

Department to provide 
information in the case.

As officers executed 
a search warrant at the 
home on Grand Tra­
verse, Torolski said he 
went to interview John­
son at the Dearborn 
Heights Police station. 
Noting a fresh scratch 
on his face, Torolski 
said Johnson gave an 
inconsistent account of 
what had happened over 
two interviews.

Johnson placed most 
of the blame for Akins’ 
death on Batts, Torolski 
said, but he also de­
scribed tying Akins 
with rope and putting 
tape over her mouth 
after she was injured 
and bleeding.

“In his Jan. 20 state­
ment, Johnson acknowl­
edged that it was due to 
his and Batts’ actions 
that Diedra had died,” 
Torolski said. “Her body 
was kept in a closet, 
wrapped in a hospital- 
style blanket, he agreed, 
for at least 12 hours 
until they moved the 
body.”

Both men were or­
dered bound over for 
trial as charged and 
remain jailed in lieu of 
bond.

The preliminary 
examination had been 
delayed two weeks due 
to issues with material 
not being provided to 
the defense.
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with a free website and 
free tools, training and 
resources.

“Businesses that are 
online are expected to 
grow 40 percent faster 
than those who aren’t,” 
said Soo Young Kim, 
marketing manager for 
Google’s Let’s Put Our 
Cities on the Map Pro­
gram. “Small businesses 
are the engine of local 
economies and when 
they flourish, their com­
munities do as well.” 

Fore more informa­
tion about the program, 
visit www.gybo.com/MI/ 
Wayne or call 734-629- 
6822.
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son,” Camiller said.

Core co m p o n e n ts
As the insurance 

agent of record, Jo­
nathon Trionfi of Plante 
Moran said the firm will 
apply three core compo­
nents: compliance, cost 
and administration.

“All three need to be 
addressed for any bene­
fit package to work 
successfully,” he said. 
“The city asked for 
guidance on shorter- 
and longer-term ways to 
make sure the benefits 
are provided in the 
efficient manner.”

The city has many

S t.  M ic h a e l’s  P a r ish  p r e s e n t s
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different insurance 
plans for employees, 
Councilman Albert Da- 
mitio said, adding he 
hoped there would be 
some consolidation of 
plans.

“I also look forward 
to other savings like a 
self-insurance plan for 
the city,” he said. “Right 
now, there are a lot of 
carriers for health care 
and options. The city 
needs guidance and help 
for selecting the opti­
mum program so we 
can control health care 
costs.”

Plante Moran is 
charging the city a bit 
less than the current 
agent of record — 
$58,000 a year com­
pared to the current 
$66,000 annually.

“Short-term, the 
savings is adminis­
trative costs. Longer 
term, the savings will

be in the form of the 
actual health care bene­
fits packages,” Trionfi 
said.

The goal is to man­
age health care benefits 
in an effective way to 
save money but not 
change the benefits 
offered, he said.

“The (health insur­
ance) industry tends to 
be very fluid with all 
the changes at the fed­
eral level. This tends to 
be an ongoing process,” 
Trionfi said.

Working with Blue 
Cross, Trionfi said he is 
looking at reducing 
costs $100 per employee 
per month. He said 
there will also be nego­
tiations on fees to bring 
the city more in line 
with the private sector.

Irogers@ hom etow niife .com
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Teacher Yuko Hasegawa leads her first-grade class through a sing-along to  a Japanese language video.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

I m m e r s i o n  s c h o o l  e n r o l l s  f o r  

2 n d  y e a r  a s  H i n o n k i  r e o p e n s

By Karen Smith
Staff Writer

Shelli Ueno of Ann Arbor 
and Yasuko James of Farming- 
tion Hills enrolled their chil­
dren in Livonia Public Schools’ 
new Japanese Immersion 
School last fall after Hinoki 
International, the charter 
school with a similar program, 
closed.

Hinoki is reopening again 
next fall, but they’ll keep their 
children in the LPS school, 
Niji-Iro.

“I’ve been very happy with 
the program, the staff and the 
principal,” Ueno said. “I think 
(Principal) Karen (Young) has 
been working really hard to 
build a good school.”

“He is happy now, why 
would I move him?” James

asked of her son Cloud, a sec­
ond-grader.

But Anne M. Hooghart, 
president of the Hinoki Inter­
national school board, will be 
taking her two children out of 
Niji-Iro and putting them back 
into Hinoki, saying while LPS’ 
math program was stronger 
than Hinoki’s, her children are

See SCHOOL, Page A11 Student w ork on display in the halls.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

C a l l  t o d a y  t o  s c h e d u l e  a  t o u r !
R e s id e n tia l Care H om e for th e  E lderly.

•  3  h o m e - c o o k e d  m e a l s  p e r  d a y

•  2 4 - h o u r  s u p e r v i s i o n

- •  A s s i s t a n c e  w i th  h y g i e n e  a n d  d r e s s i n g  a s  n e e d e d

•  S o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s

•  C a b l e  TV a v a i l a b l e

•  W e l l  m a i n t a i n e d  y a r d  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  r e s i d e n t s

•  A s s i s t a n c e  w i th  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a p p o i n t m e n t s

;  •  M e d i c a t i o n  s u p e r v i s i o n  

•: •  D a i ly  h o u s e k e e p i n g  s e r v i c e s

•  L a u n d r y  s e r v i c e s

9476 Southworth Ave.
Plymouth Twp., MI 48170 

Website: www.southwortheldercare.com 
Email: southwortheldercare@outlook.com

( 7 3 4 )  2 5 9 - 8 2 7 4

i< iV  ST. M A R Y  M E R C Y  
W 0  M ED IC A L G R O U P

Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

Obstetrics • G y n e c o lo g y  &  U ro gyn e co logy

The board certified doctors and midwives of Westside Obstetrics, 
Gynecology and Urogynecology care for women of all ages.

O u r  S p e c ia lt ie s :

Pregnancy * Infertility • Midwife services 
Preimenopause • Menopause • Urogynecology 

• Urinary incontinence • Pelvic prolapse • Pelvic pain 

Fecal incontinence • Gynecologic surgery • Robotic surgery 
Management of abnormal uterine bleeding 
Adolescent and geriatric gynecologic care

New patients are welcome. We offer convenient office hours 
with evening appointments, in three locations.

DiscoverRemarkable

i

http://www.southwortheldercare.com
mailto:southwortheldercare@outlook.com
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J o u r n a l i s t  D a y
By Sue M ason

Staff Writer

For Samantha Aneed, jour­
nalism “is all I’ve ever wanted 
to do.” Meagan Dowell is look­
ing at it “as a secondary ca­
reer.”

The teens got to see what 
it’s all about at the Detroit Red 
Wings’ recent High School 
Journalist Day. Presented by 
Michigan Office Solutions 
(MOS), the event let 63 high 
school freshmen to seniors 
experience a day in the life of a 
sports reporter covering the 
Red Wings.

“I think it was the best,” 
said Dowell, a junior at Wayne 
Memorial High School. “I was 
very impressed. It was way 
more professional than I 
thought it would be. They had 
their rules. It was really done 
nicely.”

“It was very interesting to 
see how press conferences 
worked,” said Aneed, a junior 
at Garden City High School. “It 
was very professional and 
seemed like what professional 
journalists would do.”

Held annually, the students 
did a question and answer 
session with Kevin Allen of 
USA Today, Michael Caples of

Michigan Hockey, Dana Wakiji 
of FoxSportsDetroit.com and 
Ken Kal, the play-by-play voice 
for the Red Wings, who shared 
their personal experiences and 
offered advice on breaking 
into sports journalism.

They also had an opportuni­
ty to watch the Wings practice 
and participated in three mock 
press conferences with Coach 
Mike Babcock, assistant to the 
general manager and former 
Red Wings star Kris Draper 
and players Dan Cleary, Ste­
phen Weiss and Luke Glenden- 
ing.

Aneed was approached by 
yearbook adviser Robert Ful­
ton who asked if she would like 
to attend. She had taken writ­
ing for publication class with 
Fulton last year and is working 
with him on the yearbook. The 
answer was an easy one for 
her.

“Of course, I said yes; it was 
an amazing opportunity,” said 
Aneed, who went to the event 
with Fulton’s camera. “Jour­
nalism is all I have ever want­
ed to do since eighth grade. My 
favorite thing was to go to 
concerts, write about them and 
do reviews.”

Dowell is the sports editor 
for the school newspaper. She,

DETROIT RED WINGS 
Meagan Dowell 
from  Wayne 
Memorial High 
School was 
among 63 high 
school reporters 
at the Detroit 
Red Wings High 
School Journalist 
Day.

DETROIT RED WINGS
Samantha Aneed from Garden City High School takes a photo during a 
practice at Detroit Red Wings recent High School Journalist Day.

too, learned about the event 
from her adviser and immedi­
ately said yes.

“At first I was very ner­
vous, I just had to get up my 
courage to ask a question,” she 
said. “I asked a question of 
Coach Babcock, but it felt dif­
ferent than when I talk to my 
school coaches.”

Both teens are crafting 
stories about their experiences 
for their school publications 
and for a contest sponsored by 
the Red Wings. The challenge 
for Aneed is the lead and clos­
ing paragraphs of a story, 
Dowell is working on making 
her stories longer.

After the stories have been

published and submitted, the 
top three entries will be select­
ed by the Wings’ PR depart­
ment. The grand prize winner 
will have his or her story post­
ed on
www.DetroitRedWings.com 
and will get to spend a 2015-16 
Red Wings practice, lunch and 
home game shadowing Allen, 
an USA Today hockey reporter. 
The second-place writer or 
broadcaster will win two 
tickets to a 2015-16 home game 
and the third-place writer will 
receive a puck or photo signed 
by his or her favorite player.

“I’d love to shadow Kevin 
Allen,” said Dowell. “He went 
to my school. He said it was 
100 years ago.”

Aneed got help from her 
friends. She doesn’t know a lot 
about hockey, so they gave her 
tips so she could ask some 
“hard hitting questions.”

sm ason@ hom etow nlife .com

Schoolcraft offers fast track to get potential teachers into classroom
Schoolcraft College is the 

only community college in 
Michigan that has received 
approval to offer a new Al­
ternative Route for Interim 
Teacher Certification program.

The ARC provides the op­
portunity to complete an expe­
dited, alternate route of study 
for those who want to transi­
tion from a previous career 
and/or undergraduate or grad­
uate degree program into

teaching.
Schoolcraft’s program is 

designed especially for indi­
viduals who hold a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and who may 
beallowed to teach full-time 
while completing approved 
teacher preparation require­
ments.

The intention of the pro­
gram is to enable those who 
commit their knowledge, skills 
and preparation to become

successful, fully certified 
classroom teachers through a 
quality, rigorous alternative 
route program.

Applicants are currently 
being considered for admis­
sion to the program for which 
classes will begin in May. The 
coursework and field experi­
ences are designed to prepare 
the candidate to make a suc­
cessful and seamless transition 
into the classroom as an effec­

tive teacher. Students who 
successfully complete the 
coursework during the Spring 
term (May-August) can then 
arrange for a classroom place­
ment as a certified teacher, 
under the Michigan Interim 
Teaching Certificate.

Students will work with a 
mentor in their building and be 
involved in continuous profes­
sional development for three 
years, while working as a full

time classroom teacher and 
completing the remaining 
coursework during the three 
summers of the program.

Following three years of 
successful teaching and meet­
ing all program requirements, 
candidates will be eligible to 
be recommended for the Mich­
igan Provisional Certificate. 
Call 734-462-4400 ext. 4335 or 
visit www.schoolcraft.edu/ 
arcteacher.

LIVONIA CULINARY TOUR

A  C e l e b r a t i o n  o r  T o t  

t o  ( B e n e f i t  t h e ' 

L B S  S f o s p i t a C i t y  

i M a n a g e m e n t

S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  1 5 , 2 0 1 5  

1 : 0 0 - 4 : 0 0  p m  

F r a n k l i n  H i g h  S c h o o l  

3 1 0 0 0  J o y  R o a d  

C o s t :  $ 1 5  

$ 2 0  a t  t h e  d o o r

Enjoy delicious cuisine from Over 2 0  restaurants 
to include Coach Insignia, Glass House Cafe, a ll 
three culinary colleges: Schoolcraft, Henry Ford, 

OCC. Chefs from around the Great Lakes, m

A  S i l e n t  A u c t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d  
f e a t u r i n g  H o t e l  P a c k a g e s ,  

G i f t  C a r d s  a n d  s o  m u c h  m o r e !

% '.rt*- x
| U p  ,Contact Chris Bednarczyk at (7 3 4 ) 7 4 4 -2 6 5 5  x 4 7 1 8 4  

for tickets or information

Tickets are $35 and include
7 p m  w elcom e reception 

& 8 p m  concert

Rock along w ith  this popular group whose repertoire boasts an electric 
mix of music including Classic Rock favorites from the 1930s to today's 
chart toppers and a variety show spiced w ith  current topica l comedy. 
This concert w ill benefit the Partnership fo r the Arts and Humanities.

M ore  Event Details at:
Partnership for the Arts & Humanities

P.0. Box 871722 Canton, M l 48187

734-765-7061
partnershipforarts.org

Order Yours Today:
cantonvillagetheater.org

734-394-5460

Marketing Sponsors

O bserver &  E ccentric
Building Products

The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill 

50400 Cherry Hill Road, 
Canton, Ml 48187
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State Rep. Laura Cox, far right, and her fe llow  committee 
members listened to  presentations from  the Citizen 
Research Council and local government officials during the 
General Government Subcommittee meeting on Feb. 18.

C o x  g a t h e r s  n e w  

i d e a s  f o r  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  

f u n d i n g

State Rep. Laura Cox 
on Wednesday hosted 
the Livonia-based Citi­
zens Research Council 
for its testimony before 
the House Appropria­
tions Subcommittee on 
General Government on 
new alternatives and 
recommendations for 
local government fund­
ing.

“I was pleased to 
welcome CRC to the 
meeting because they 
have a history of pro­
viding unbiased in­
formation on many 
hotly debated issues in 
Michigan,” said Cox, 
chair of the subcommit­
tee. “The committee is 
tasked with creating the 
best possible budget for 
Michigan’s state agen­
cies in addition to iden­
tifying an equitable 
revenue sharing model 
for local governments. I 
was pleased to hear 
their ideas and recom­
mendations and look 
forward to discussing 
them as we move for­
ward in the budget 
process.”

In addition, the com­
mittee welcomed other 
local government 
groups to hear their 
suggestions for the 
state’s revenue-sharing

program that can be 
taken into consideration 
for future budget delib­
erations.

“After today’s meet­
ing, I am looking for­
ward to exploring new 
ways to update and 
modernize the state’s 
revenue sharing pro­
grams,” said Cox, R- 
Livonia. “Many of the 
current allocations are 
based on decades-old 
information and it is 
time that this is brought 
in line with current 
programs and data.”

Cox said she is espe­
cially interested in in­
vestigating a more equi­
table funding approach 
based on services pro­
vided to residents by 
cites, townships, vil­
lages and counties.

“Local governments 
are just as important to 
Michigan’s continued 
recovery as the state 
government,” she said. 
“It is important that we 
focus on solutions that 
will best help the local 
communities because 
our state is many small 
communities fitting 
together into one and 
we need all those parts 
to be working well for 
the state as a whole to 
succeed.”

Traditional IRA or Roth: 
What’s best for this
twenty-something?

Q: Dear Rick: I'm  in 
m y m id-20s and  current­
ly still live at hom e. I 
virtua lly  have no  ex­
penses and  I am  able to  
save m oney. I just g o t  
done d o in g  m y tax  re­
turn online. I d on 't have  
a 401 (k) or an yth in g  like 
that at w o rk  and  I've  
never m ade an IRA  con­
tribution  in the past.
M y  d ilem m a is w hether 
I use a trad itional IRA  or 
a Roth  IRA. If I d id  the  
calcu lations correctly, a 
trad itional IRA  w ill save  
m e over $700. M y  dad  
w ants m e to  d o  a Roth  
IRA. W h at type o f IRA  
shou ld  I use?

A: There’s an old say­
ing and it applies in this 
situation: father knows 
best.

I agree with your dad 
that in your situation it 
would be much better to 
do a Roth IRA versus a 
traditional IRA. Even 
though the traditional 
IRA will give you some 
current tax benefits, it 
will cost you in the long 
run.

It is important to un­
derstand the difference 
between a traditional and 
a Roth IRA. In a tradi­
tional IRA you can de­
duct your contribution on 
your tax return. All the 
money in the IRA would 
grow tax-deferred. When 
you withdraw the money, 
the entire withdrawal 
would be subject to in­
come tax at your ordi­
nary income tax bracket. 
In addition, traditional 
IRAs are subject to re­
quired minimum dis­
tributions, which means 
at age 70/2 whether you 
are required to take 
some of the money.

The initial disadvan­
tage of a Roth IRA is not

Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

being able to deduct your 
contribution. However, 
instead of the money 
growing tax-deferred, it 
is growing tax-free. In 
other words, when you 
withdraw the money 
from a Roth IRA, your 
entire withdrawal is 
tax-free. In addition, 
there are no required 
minimum distributions, 
and thus you don’t have 
to begin to withdraw the

money when you’re 70/2.
Even though you take 

a short-term tax hit to­
day, down the road when 
you retire you will be in 
significantly better 
shape. You will have 
greater flexibility as to 
when you can withdraw 
the money and it would 
be tax-free.

You may save $700 
today with a traditional 
IRA, however, down the 
road when you withdraw 
the money by using a 
Roth, you will literally 
save thousands.

Congratulations for 
beginning to save for 
your retirement. I wish

more people in their 20s 
were like you.

One last note. Those of 
you lucky enough to have 
a salary deferral pro­
gram at work such as a 
401(k) plan should maxi­
mize your contribution 
and also consider Roth 
IRA contributions. You 
can’t have’too much mon­
ey saved for your retire­
ment.

Rick B loom  is a fee-only  

financial advisor. His website is 

b loom assetm anagem ent.com .

If  y o u  w o u ld  like h im  to 

respond  to y o u r  questions, 

please em ail rick®btoom  

assetm anagem ent.com .

You are invited to taste (and judge) the best chili in town!

F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 7  | 2 : 0 0  p . m .

4 » .
SANCTUARY AT VILLA MARIE 
A Trinity Senior Living Community

Every Life is Sacred

C all (734) 464-9494, ext.2 by  F eb ru ary  22 
to re se rv e  your spo t at this FREE event.

Sanctuary  at Villa M arie, 15131 N ew b u rg h , Livonia, MI 48154
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FOR THE WAY IT’S MADE.*

die Up and Save a flee1730*700

/

Whirlpool Q U I T E
Home Zl . Appliances

$ 2 5 9Microwave
WRS325FDAM

$ 7 9 9Range
WFES25SOAS

$ 4 9 9Dishwasher
W DF520PAOM

$ 1 . 3 9 9Refrigerator
WRS325FOAM

Total $2 ,856

K i t c h e n A i dP O V

PER
S A V

you

Up to  $600 on selc 
kitchen appliances 
Up to $350 on selc
laundry appliances

Save on appliances that complete your 
kitchen with this exclusive invitation

Whirlpool 
Suite Price

Now
$ 2 , 1 9 9

S avin g  23%

MMl

R eceive up to

$ 1 2 5 0
MaeterCard Prepaid Card by mall 

with purchase of select KitchenAid® Brand appliances.
Offer expires 2/28/15. See store for details.

Clearance
E ve n t

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS!

^  B i l l  &  R o d ' s
J  APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES 

Honest and dependable
S in ce  1 9 6 3

Visit us on Facebook
Sign up  to  rece ive  n o tif ic a tio n  o f  u p c o m in g  even ts!

Q u a l i t y  F a c t o r y  T r a i n e d  T e c h n i c i a n s  
w w w . b l l l a n d r o d s a p p l l a n c e . c o m

15870 Middlebelt Road
SA LES  • SERV ICE  • PARTS North of Five Mile • Livonia

734-425-5040 wscevet

http://www.blllandrodsappllance.com
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Agency lauds youths who overcame obstacles

JULIE BROWN
Honorees lauded at the Feb. 19 dinner included (from left) 
Draque Gamsjager o f Howell, Sebastian Campbell o f Ypsilanti 
and Taylor Struna o f Livonia.

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Growth Works began 
in 1971 as a Plymouth- 
based agency to help 
young people. Dale Ya- 
giela, executive director, 
has been there all that 
time.

“We like to honor peo­
ple who have helped the 
organization,” Yagiela 
said of the agency’s 26th 
annual recognition din­
ner, held Feb. 19 at Fox 
Hills Banquet Center. 
Local young people 
who’ve handled sub­
stance abuse or other 
problems well are also 
lauded.

“We like to acknowl­
edge the changes they’ve 
made in their lives,” he 
said.

The agency started as 
Plymouth Youth Inc. in 
1971 and five years later 
became Growth Works. 
At that time, it was main­
ly for Plymouth and Ply­
mouth Township young 
people.

“There wasn’t much of 
a Canton at that point,” he 
recalled. “It was a really 
different community 
then.”

As youth culture ex­
panded in the 1970s, drug 
use became a problem. 
“There wasn’t a lot being 
done about it,” said Ya­
giela, adding some hard 
drugs like LSD were used 
locally with marijuana 
and alcohol most often 
the problem. “People 
weren’t really tuned into 
it” as a problem.

The youth activity

center was followed by 
alternative education in 
the mid-1970s. Agency 
leaders realized young 
people with substance 
abuse issues didn’t do 
well in school, which 
needed to be addressed.

C om bining fo rces
Growth Works started 

Learning Options, the 
alternative school pro­
gram, in 1977 in conjunc­
tion with Plymouth-Can- 
ton Schools. The agency 
obtained the federal 
grant along with the dis­
trict to develop a way to 
re-integrate teens into 
the high schools that had 
been essentially removed 
from the regular school 
setting for an array of 
disciplinary matters.
That effort led to a better 
understanding of the way 
drug use interfered with 
school performance and 
the first efforts to con­
nect kids with hospital- 
based inpatient drug 
treatment programs, 
Yagiela explained.

Youth after-care for 
recovery soon followed. 
That initial aftercare 
program paved the way 
for the joint venture 
residential adolescent 
drug treatment program 
Growth Works has with 
Wolverine Human Ser­
vices, called WCARE/I in 
Vassar, Mich., the two 
outpatient endeavors in 
Livingston and Washte­
naw counties, tied to their 
respective Juvenile Drug 
Courts and the 10-bed 
residential program 
Growth Works operates 
in the Washtenaw County 
Juvenile Detention Facil­
ity.

The juvenile justice 
focus started in the 
mid-1980s with the Youth 
Assistance program.
That initial program 
relied on mentorship 
opportunities to help kids 
diverted by the local 
police agencies and the 
35th District Court, 
which had just been al­
lowed to serve local teens 
charged with misde­

A b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  a u c t i o n :  S a t u r d a y  F e b r u a r y  2 8  @ 1 2 p m  
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1. 2002 Chevrolet 1GNDX03E42D201634
2. 1999 Pontiac 1G2NW 12E5XM840074
3. 1997 Plymouth 1P4GP44R0VB440382
4. 1997 Cadillac 1G6KY5291VU832525
5. 1990 Ford 1FTCR10A5LUB57182
6. 1997 Chevrolet 1G1JC524XV7281188
7. 1999 Mercury 1M EFM53S1XG649380
8. 1999 Chevrolet 1G1NE52M 1X6129868
9. 2002 Pontiac 1G2NE52F82C124996
10. 1999 Chevrolet 1Y1SK5287XZ408032
11. 2001 Ford 1FM YU70E61UA48569
12. 2000 Chrysler 2C3HE66G7YH148024
13. 2007 Chevrolet 1GNDV23167D155679
14. 2004 Dodge 1B3EL46X64N209200
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the approved M inutes for m eetings of the Township 
Board of the Charter Township of Redford for the month of January 2015 are posted at the  
following public places within the Township:

Community Center, 12121 Hemingway
Fire Department, 15145 Beech Daly
Library, 25320 Six Mile Road
Departm ent of Public Services, 12200 Beech Daly
Police Departm ent, 25833 Elsinore
Town Hall, 15145 Beech Daly

Approved M inutes may also be viewed on-line at www.redfordtwp.com

GARTH J. CHRISTIE, Clerk 
Charter Township of Redford
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JULIE BROWN
Rick and Cindy Bergquist o f Livonia are shown w ith  their 
daughter. Tori Bergquist, and her fiance, TJ. Elliott, at the 
Growth Works dinner. Rick and Cindy presented a Growth 
Works scholarship to  Taylor Struna at the Feb. 19 dinner in 
honor o f the ir late son.

meanor and ordinance 
violations.

That experience al­
lowed Growth Works to 
become one of Wayne 
County’s Care Manage­
ment Organizations when 
the county developed its 
own juvenile justice pro­
gram in 1999. Growth 
Works is one of five 
CMOs that provide pro­
bation and case manage­
ment services to every 
youth tried in the Wayne 
County Juvenile Court. 
The Growth Works CMO 
service area entails 17 
western Wayne County 
communities.

Services are provided 
in the community and 
youth are also placed in 
residential rehabilitation 
settings, Yagiela said. 
Close work with police 
agencies is a key part of 
helping young people 
become and stay crime- 
free.

B ranching o u t
Wayne, Washtenaw 

and Livingston counties 
now use Growth Works 
services, with the adult 
treatment program for 
substance abuse having 
mostly Wayne County 
residents. Some 80 such 
adults are about evenly 
split between inpatient 
and relapse prevention, 
he said. The Detroit- 
Wayne County Mental 
Health Authority is the 
fund source.

In addition to primary

treatment for adult sub­
stance abusers, mainly 
young adults, a second 
component of the pro­
gram focuses on relapse 
prevention and how to 
maintain sobriety once 
it’s achieved.

He noted young people 
from poorer communi­
ties tend to have less in 
the way of resources to 
help them, putting them 
more often in the juvenile 
justice system. “Gener­
ally speaking, I think we 
could do a better job of 
that,” he said. “Typically, 
they don’t have access to 
the same services.”

The recent recession 
also impacted law en­
forcement, Yagiela noted, 
with less policing mean­
ing more criminal activ­
ity, including among 
teens.

Yagiela also pointed to 
newer research on ado­
lescent brain develop­
ment. Adolescence is 
starting earlier, he said, 
and going into the early 
20s. Drug use interferes 
with brain development, 
and things like impulse 
control are impacted.

The annual awards 
dinner is a great chance 
to acknowledge young 
people, the staff and the 
Growth Works Board of 
Directors, he said. Some 
former clients, now 
adults, serve on the 
board. Stephen Harper is 
the board president.

“The board’s been

GROWTH
WORKS
HONOREES
In honor o f th e ir late 
son, Cindy and Rick 
Bergquist o f Livonia, 
presented th e  inaugural 
Rick Bergquist M em oria l 
Scholarship to  Taylor 
Struna o f Livonia fo r  his 
special achievem ent and 
outstanding efforts in 
G row th  W orks' W estern  
W ayne Care M an ag e­
m ent O rganization. 
Awards w ere  presented  
to  Adam  Turner o f  
C anton and Smeet Pa- 
rikh o f Canton, fo r  
continued com m itm ent 
to  recovery and o u t­
standing achievem ent in 
Com m unity In tervention  
& Treatm ent; and, 
D raque Gam sjager o f 
Howell, Sebastian Cam p­
bell o f Ypsilanti and  
Ter-Ri U pthegrove o f 
A nn Arbor, fo r  o u t­
standing efforts to w ard  
recovery and outstand­
ing achievem ent in 
A ftercare & Residential 
Treatm ent. Com m unity  
awards fo r efforts to  
im prove th e  lives o f 
young people w ere  
given to  state Rep. Laura 
Cox, as w ell as fo rm er  
W ayne County Commis­
sioner Kevin M cNam ara. 
Livonia M ayor Jack 
Kirksey, a G row th  W orks  
board m ember, was 
lauded fo r 10 years o f 
service.

great,” Yagiela said. “We 
have a really engaged 
Board of Directors.”

Of his staff, Yagiela 
said, “they have extreme­
ly hard jobs and face 
difficult challenges. I’m 
quite proud of the efforts 
they undertake to im­
prove the lives of their 
clients and the willing­
ness to take on tough 
assignments. The staff is 
very dedicated and high­
ly competent. Most im­
portantly, they are good- 
hearted people that really 
care about what they do.”

W E S T L A N D  H O U S I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  -  5 - Y E A R  A G E N C Y  P L A N  
2 0 1 5  -  2 0 2 0  H O U S I N G  C H O I C E  V O U C H E R  P R O G R A M  

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
The W estland Housing Commission (WHC) is developing the fiscal year 2015 and 5-Year 
Agency Plan in compliance w ith the Q uality Housing and Work Responsibility Act o f 1998, 
issued by the U.S. Departm ent of H ousing and Urban Developm ent (HUD). The Agency 
Plan reflects the goals and objectives of the WHC and the adm inistration of housing and 
community development programs. The Agency Plan is available for public review for a 
period of not less than 45 days at the W estland Housing Commission, Dorsey Center, 32715 
Dorsey Road, W estland, Michigan 48186, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday. Submit 
written comments to the WHC. The comment period w ill end on April 10, 2015.
The WHC Board of Commissioners w ill conduct a public hearing to obtain citizen comments 
on the Agency Plan on March 17, 2015, 5:30 pm, at the Dorsey Center. The Agency Plan will 
be subm itted to HUD no later than April 21, 2015.
Joanne Campbell, Director 
W illiam R. Wild, Mayor

Publish: February 22, 2015_________________________________________________________________ LO-0000232357 3x3

A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F O R  B I D S  
L I V O N I A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  B I D
F R A N K L I N  H I G H  S C H O O L  R E N O V A T I O N  A N D  A D D I T I O N

The Board of Education of Livonia Public Schools is accepting firm prime contractor bids for 
all labor, m aterial, equipment and all other services to complete the work at Livonia Public 
Schools Franklin High School.

P lans and specifications m ay be obtained electronically v ia PlanW ell through George W. Auch 
and are available for review at the office o f the George W. Auch Company, 735 S. Paddock Street, 
Pontiac, MI 48341 248.334.2000, on or after F eb ru a ry  17th, 2015. The bidding documents 
consist of plans and specifications as prepared by Stantec. Complete sets of printed documents 
m ay be purchased from DunnBlue/ARC, 1009 W. Maple St., Clawson, Michigan 248-288-5600 
or em ail michigan.trov@e-arc.com.
The envelope bearing your proposal m ust identify your company and the proposal being  
bid and addressed to the attention of Nick Armelagos, Administrator of Finance, Livonia 
Adm inistrative Offices, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI 48154. Bids m ust be delivered no 
later than 12:00 pm . M arch  1 0 .2 0 1 5  to Livonia Adm inistrative Offices (address above), Attn: 
Nick Armelagos, Administrator of Finance. Each proposal m ust be subm itted on the forms 
furnished by the construction m anager and m ust be completed in full. Each proposal shall be 
sealed in  an opaque envelope and marked w ith the name of the bidder. Livonia Public Schools 
is not liable for any delivery or postal delays.

A Bid bond executed by a U .S. T rea su ry  l is te d  su r e ty  c o m p a n y  acceptable to the owner, or 
a cashier’s check in  the amount of at least 5% of the sum  of the proposal payable to Livonia 
Public Schools shall be subm itted w ith each proposal in excess o f $23,126.00. All proposals 
shall be firm for a period of ninety (90) days. Oral, telephone, fax or electronic m ail bids are 
invalid and will not receive consideration.

Contractors w ill be required to m eet the Prevailing Wage requirem ents which are provided 
w ith the project manual.

A pre-bid walk through is scheduled for T u esd ay , F eb ru a ry  24, 2015 at 3:00 pm at the 
Franklin High School (31000 Joy Road, Livonia, MI 48150). P lease m eet in  the South Cafeteria. 
T h is  w a lk  th r o u g h  is  n o t  m a n d a to ry , b u t h ig h ly  reco m m en d ed .

All bids w ill be publicly opened and read aloud at a m eeting convened at the Livonia 
Adm inistrative Offices (Board Room to be determined) starting at 2:00 p m  M arch  10. 20 1 5 . 
Post-bid interviews will be held on March l l lh -  18th at the office o f the George W. Auch 
Company OR Livonia Administration Office; the low responsive bidder m ust be prepared to 
m eet on these days.
Successful bidders whose proposals are $50,000 or more w ill be required to furnish a 
satisfactory Performance and Payment Bond in the amount of 100% of their bid. The cost of 
the Bond shall be included in each proposal.

All bids m ust be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statem ent disclosing fam ilial 
relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any member of 
the Board or Superintendent o f the Livonia Public Schools. All bids m ust be accompanied by a 
signed and notarized statem ent to comply w ith the Iran Economic Sanctions Act o f 2012. Also 
include the Equal Opportunity Form. Forms are included in  the bid proposals.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in  whole 
or in  part; to award contract to other than the low bidder; to waive any irregularities and/ 
or informalities; and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best 
interests of the owner. Livonia Public Schools local preference resolution w ill be followed for 
all proposals.

Nick Armelagos 
Administrator of Finance

Publish: February 22, 2015 LO-0000232014 3x7.5

L I V O N I A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  
L I V O N I A ,  M I  4 8 1 5 4

S E C T I O N  0 0  1 1  1 3  
A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F O R  B I D S

Sealed bids for the Livonia Public Schools, c o n s is t in g  o f  R e n o v a tio n s  P r o je c ts  at:

H a y es  E lem e n ta r y  S c h o o l  
K en n ed y  E lem e n ta r y  S ch o o l  

R o o se v e lt  E lem e n ta r y  S ch o o l

will be received by Nick Armelagos, Administrator of Finance, Livonia Public Schools, 15125 
Farmington Road, Livonia, MI 48154 until 12:00 P.M. (n oon ), lo c a l t im e  o n  W ednesday, 
M arch  4, 2015. Bids will be opened and read publicly im m ediately following at the 
Adm inistrative Offices in  the Livonia Public Schools Board Room.

Bids received after th is tim e and date w ill be returned unopened.

F a x ed  or  e -m a iled  p r o p o sa ls  w il l  n o t  b e  a c c e p te d . Livonia Public Schools is not liable 
for any delivery or postal delays.

This Project w ill consist of separate sealed bids for the following Bid Divisions of work:

I 121 I Visual D isplay Boards I 185 I Test and Balance ~~|

Bidding documents prepared by French Associates w ill be available for public inspection at 
the office o f the Construction Manager, M cC arthy  & S m ith , In c., 24317 Indoplex Circle, 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335; the Dodge Plan Room, Construction Association of Michigan 
(CAM), Reed Construction Data, and Builders Exchange, Lansing.

Bid Documents w ill be available beginning at 12:00 P.M. on Wednesday, February 18 ,2015  
via the following:

- Bidders m ay obtain one (1) set of V2 size bidding documents for a non-refundable $80.00 
deposit, beginning at 12:00 P.M. on Wednesday, February 18, 2015, by contacting the 
Construction Manager, M cC arthy  & S m ith , Inc., at (248) 427-8400. Checks should be 
payable to Livonia Public Schools.

- Bidders m ay download bid documents from Gradebeam.com free of charge. Bids are to be 
subm itted in a sealed envelope. The bid division(s) being bid is/are to be identified on the 
outside of the envelope.

All bids should include 2 copies (1 original, 1 copy) of the Proposal Pricing Form (Section 00 41 
26), Proposal Execution Form (Section 00 42 00), Familial Disclosure Affidavit (Section 00 42 
05), the Iran Economics Sanctions Act Affidavit (Section 00 42 10) and the Equal Opportunity 
Statem ent.

All bids m ust be accompanied by a Bid Security, in either the form of a bid bond (by a listed  
U.S. Treasury surety company) or certified bank check, in the amount of five (5) percent of the 
amount of the bid, payable to Livonia Public Schools, as a guarantee that if  the proposal is 
accepted, the school district is secured from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of the 
bid or failure of the bidder to enter a contract for performance, Further, the bidder w ill execute 
the contract and file the required bonds w ithin ten  (10) days after notice o f award of contract.

Contractors will be required to m eet the prevailing wage requirements. If awarded a contract, 
the successful bidder m ay be required to furnish a Performance Bond and Labor and Material 
Paym ent Bond. Livonia Public Schools reserves the right to reject any or all bids received and 
to waive any inform alities and irregularities in the bidding. The Board of Education reserves 
the right to accept or reject any or all bid proposals, either in whole or in part. Livonia Public 
Schools local preference resolution will be followed for all proposals.

Nick Armelagos
Administrator of Finance
Livonia Public Schools, Board of Education
Publish: February 22, 2015 lo-oooo232<>48 3x7.5
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Greens fees expected to increase at city courses
By David Veselenak

Staff Writer

Golfers who frequent the three 
courses in Livonia can expect to see an 
increase in green fees when the season 
begins this spring.

The city council is expected to ap­
prove an increase in green fees at the 
three city courses — Idyl Wyld, Whis­
pering Willows and Fox Creek—at its 
next meeting after being presented the 
new rates Wednesday night by parks 
and recreation interim superintendent 
Dave Varga.

The increase, the first since 2012, will 
raise fees by either 50 cents or $1 per 
round, depending on the course, golfer 
residency status and time of year.

“We expect they will be an accept­
able way to keep the courses up with our 
increasing costs and needed improve­
ments,” Varga said, “and still remain 
competitive as you’ll see with the com­
parison figures that are presented.”

Also proposed to increase are senior 
cart fees at the three courses, fees that

FILE PHOTO
The rate increase w ill help maintain the city 
o f Livonia's three go lf courses, including 
Whispering Willows.

have not been raised since 1996. Senior 
cart rates will increase $1 at the start of 
the 2015 season. Both the green fees and 
senior cart increases will be voted on 
the city council’s consent agenda at its 
March 2 meeting, meaning they will 
most likely be approved.

What is not changing are costs for 
leagues at the courses: Varga said those 
will remain unchanged this year. Rates 
for outings are also expected to increase

as well.
The rate increase is being done more 

so for maintenance and upkeep of the 
courses, Varga said, and is not related to 
the recent termination of the contract of 
the Tin Cup Bar and Grill at Whispering 
Willows. That contract was terminated 
in December after the restaurant was 
not making adequate rent payments to 
the city.

Varga said the anticipated increased 
revenue from the raised fees would 
total roughly $8,700 at Idyl Wyld and 
$56,000 at Whispering Willows and Fox 
Creek combined, based on the number 
of golfers who played in 2014.

Despite the increase, green fees at 
the courses will remain below average 
from surrounding courses in other com­
munities, including Farmington Hills, 
Novi, Plymouth and Salem Township. 
Senior cart fees will also remain below 
average.

There are changes to both resident 
and non-resident fees at Whispering 
Willows and Fox Creek. Only one fee is 
being charged at Idyl Wyld because of

stipulations in a grant received from the 
county for work done on the course, 
Varga said.

“There’s only one fee for Idyl Wyld, 
because we accepted a county grant on 
work that was done stabilizing the 
stream bank in the golf course to the 
tune of $60,000,” he said. “Because of 
that, we couldn’t provide a different 
rate for residents within the city from 
outside the city.”

Council president Maureen Miller 
Brosnan noted the rate increase at Fox 
Creek and Whispering Willows for this 
year is close to the total amount of mon­
ey received from the county for that 
improvement several years ago.

“It appears that over the course of 
between 2012 and now in 2015, a three- 
year time period, you’ve seen that 
you’ve needed to raise rates in order to 
accommodate some of the expenses,” 
she said. “Yet we’re not going to be able 
to put another rate pattern in that would 
help us bridge that rate gap easier.”

dveselenak@ hom etow nlife.com  1734-678-6728

Better Business Bureau’s list of 10 most pervasive scams
The Better Business 

Bureau hears from thou­
sands of consumers and 
business owners every 
year about a variety of 
scams and frauds. Many 
are new twists on exist­
ing scams, but scammers 
get more sophisticated 
every year in how they 
spoof trusted names and 
how they fool consum- 
ers.

While BBB doesn’t 
have specific numbers 
about how many people 
were defrauded or for 
how much, here are the 
scams the BBB thinks 
were most pervasive this 
past year:

10. Sw eepstakes  
scam: You’ve won a con­
test or the lottery, but 
you must pay fees or 
taxes in advance so they 
can release your prize.

9. Click ba it scam: 
Social media posts show 
pictures of Malaysian 
Airlines, celebrity im­
ages and fake news to 
get you to unintentional­
ly click and download 
malware.

8. Robocall scam:
This scam claims to be 
able to lower your credit 
card interest rates and 
takes credit card in­
formation then charges 
fees to your card.

7. Governm ent gran t  
scam: You get a call 
saying you’ve been 
awarded a government 
grant for thousands of 
dollars but you need to 
pay fees by wire transfer 
or prepaid debit card.

6. Em ergency scam: 
You get a call or email 
from your grandchild or 
other relative who was 
injured, robbed or ar­
rested while traveling 
overseas and needs mon­
ey ASAP.

5. M ed ical alert 
scam: A caller states a 
concerned family mem­
ber ordered you a med­
ical alert device, but 
need your credit card 
information to complete 
the order.

4. Copycat w ebsite  
scam: You get a message 
about a sale. You click 
through and order, but

you either get a cheap 
counterfeit or nothing at 
all.

3. Are you  calling  
yourse lf? scam: Scam­
mers can make a call 
look like it’s coming from 
anywhere. The latest 
trick puts your number 
in the Caller ID.

2. Tech support scam: 
Call claiming to be from 
Microsoft about a prob­
lem on your computer 
they can fix, but they 
install malware on your 
computer instead.

1. Arrest scam: Call 
from someone claiming 
to be a police officer or 
government agent (often 
the IRS) stating they are 
coming to arrest you for 
overdue taxes

W hy Scam s W ork
There is a science to 

scams, and it may sur­
prise you to know that 
scammers use many of 
the same techniques as 
legitimate sales profes­
sionals. The difference, 
of course, is that their 
“product” is illegal and

could cost you a fortune. 
Here are the major tech­
niques they use to draw 
you in:

» Estab lish ing a con­
nection — The scammer 
builds rapport and a 
relationship with you. 
This is usually used face- 
to-face, as in home im­
provement scams and 
many investment scams, 
but also online romance 
scams.

» Source credibility
— The scammer uses 
techniques to make 
themselves look legiti­
mate, such as fake web­
sites or hacked emails 
that come from a friend’s 
account. Most email 
phishing scams spoof 
real companies, and 
many scammers pretend 
to be someone they are 
not in order to add credi­
bility.

» P lay ing on em o­
tions — Scammers rely 
on emotion to get you to 
make a quick decision 
before you have time to 
think about it. An emer­
gency situation or a lim­

ited time offer is usually 
their methodology. They 
count on emotional rath­
er than rational decision­
making.

W hat You Can Do
» Don’t be pressured 

into making fast deci­
sions.

» Take time to re­
search the organization. 
Check them out on 
bbb.org, search online, 
etc.

» Never provide your 
personal information 
(address, date-of-birth, 
banking information, ID 
numbers) to people you 
do not know.

» Don’t click on links 
from unsolicited email or 
text messages.

» If you are unsure 
about a call or email that 
claims to be from your 
bank, utility company, 
etc., call the business 
from the number on your 
bill or the back of your 
credit card.

» Never send money 
by wire transfer or pre­
paid debit card to some­

one you don’t know or 
haven’t met in person.

» Never send money 
for an emergency situa­
tion unless you’ve been 
able to verify the emer­
gency.

For more information 
on these and other 
scams, go to BBB Scam 
Stopper (bbb.org/scam). 
Sign up for the weekly 
Scam Alerts to learn 
about new scams. You 
can report scams there, 
too.

( C O M P L E T E  | 
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$3,69500
We do what most others 

do for about half the price.

Husband Family 
Funeral Home

Ask for Kim 
7 3 4 - 3 3 1 - 3 3 4 9  
Call for details s

www.rhusband.com 1 3

C I T Y  O F  L I V O N I A  
N O T I C E  O F  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  # 2  
O N  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  

A N N U A L  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( 2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6 )
F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  

B L O C K  G R A N T  P R O G R A M  ( C D B G )

The City of Livonia H ousing Commission w ill hold a second Public H earing at 6:00 pm, 
Thursday, March 5 ,2015 , at their offices located at 10800 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI 48150. 
The first Public H earing was held on February 2 ,2015. The City Council has given preliminary 
approval of the 2015-2016 CDBG program and budget at their February 18, 2015 regular 
meeting. The purpose of th is second hearing is to again obtain the view s of citizens, public 
agencies and other interested parties regarding the preliminary 2015-2016 CDBG budget and 
past program performance. An additional purpose of this public hearing is  to obtain view s on 
housing needs, hom eless needs, and other public facility needs in the community, particularly 
as they relate to low and moderate income persons and households. The hearing is required in 
order for the City of Livonia to receive Community Development Block Grant funds starting  
with the 2015 fiscal year (July 1, 2015 -  June 30, 2015).

W ritten comments regarding proposed activities and past performance issu es m ay be directed 
to the Livonia H ousing Commission at 10800 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI 48150. Copies 
of m aterials to be discussed during the public hearing are available for exam ination at the 
Housing Commission-Community Development Office during normal business hours. For 
additional information please contact the Housing Commission-Community Development 
Office at (734) 421-6450 ext. 103.

Publish: February 22, 2015

Jam es M. Inglis, H ousing Director 

Jack Kirksey, Mayor
LO-0000232183 3x4

C I T Y  O F  L I V O N I A  
P U B L I C  N O T I C E

A G E N D A
Z o n i n g  B o a r d  o f  A p p e a l s

M a r c h  1 0 ,  2 0 1 5  -  7 : 0 0  p .m .
L i v o n i a  C i t y  H a l l  -  A u d i t o r i u m  ( 1 s t  F l o o r )

3 3 0 0 0  C i v i c  C e n t e r  D r i v e  
L i v o n i a ,  M I  

( 7 3 4 )  4 6 6 - 2 2 5 9

A P P E A L  C A S E  N O . 2 0 1 4 -0 9 -4 7 :  M arck  P r o p e r tie s , LLC, n o r th  s id e  o f  S ch o o lc ra ft , 
(35000) b e tw e e n  E lle n  a n d  Y ale, seeking to m aintain the location of a dum pster and 
enclosure which is located in the front yard, which is not allowed.

A P P E A L  C A S E  N O . 2 0 1 5 -0 1 -0 2  ( T a b le d  o n  J a n u a r y  6. 2 0 1 5 ):  M id d leb e lt  R e ta il  
D e v e lo p m en t, LLC, 1260 Library St., Ste. 300, Detroit, MI 48226, on behalf o f Lessee  
The Vitam in Shoppe, w e s t  s id e  o f  M id d leb elt, (12687) b e tw e e n  In d u str ia l a n d  CSX
R a ilro a d , seeking to erect an additional wall sign on the north elevation, resulting in excess 
number of wall signs and wall sign area.

A P P E A L  C A S E  N O . 2 0 1 5 -0 2 -0 5 :  P re ferred  R e a l E sta te , LLC, 38000 Ann Arbor Trail, 
Livonia, MI 48150, on behalf o f Lessee Preferred Dental Group, n o r th  s id e  o f  A n n  A rbor  
T rail, (38000) b e tw e e n  A n n A rbor R oad  a n d  H ix , seeking to replace two existing ground 
signs and have one sign w ith electronic display of tim e and temperature. This type of display 
is not allowed in this zoning district. The existing signs are nonconforming to the current 
allowances provided in the sign ordinance and are under a previous variance granted by the  
Zoning Board (case# 8104-41).

A P P E A L  C A S E  N O . 2 0 1 5 -0 3 -0 8 :  Indy-C -K al, In c ., 2500 W estmont Circle, Sterling H eights, 
MI 48310, on behalf o f Lessee Starbucks, w e s t  s id e  o f  M id d leb e lt  (12679) b e tw e e n  
In d u str ia l a n d  CSX R a ilro a d , seeking to erect an additional wall sign on the south elevation, 
resulting in excess number of wall signs and wall sign area.

A PPF.AT. C A K E  N O . 2 0 1 4 -0 6 -2 8  <T a b le d  o n  J u n e  3. 2 0 1 4 ):  K ord oba, LLC, 7578 W indgate 
Circle, W est Bloomfield, MI 48323, on behalf of Lessee Masri Orthodontics, e a s t  s id e  o f  
L ev a n  (15230), b e tw e e n  J a m iso n  a n d  F iv e  M ile , seeking to erect a second wall sign upon 
a m ulti-tenant office building, resulting in excess number of wall signs and wall sign area.

Public Comments may be sent to the Zoning Board of Appeals Office at 33000 Civic Center 
Drive, Livonia, MI 48154 -  all comments m ust include name, address and signature.

Publish: Sunday, February 22, 2015

C I T Y  O F  G A R D E N  C I T Y  
B O A R D  O F  R E V I E W  D A T E S

NO TICE IS  H E R E B Y  G IVEN TO all property owners of the City of Garden City that the  
Board of Review w ill m eet in session on the following date and tim e to exam ine the assessm ent 
roll for the current year:

Tuesday March 3, 2015 9:00 a.m.

The Board of Review will m eet in  session on the following days and tim es to hear appeals on 
the assessm ent roll:

NOTE: M ee tin g s  lo c a te d  in  TH E G ARDEN CITY PO LICE DEPARTM ENT  
C O N FER EN C E ROOM  w ith  la te  n ig h t  a p p o in tm en ts  o n  T u esd a y  & W ed n esd ay

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

March 09, 2015 
March 10, 2015 
March 11, 2015 
March 12, 2015 
March 13, 2015

9:00am -4:00pm  
1:00pm- 8:00pm  
1:00pm- 8:00pm  
9:00am -4:00pm  
9:00am -4:00pm

A P P E A L S BY A PPO IN T M E N T  o r  W RITE-IN. W rite-ins m ust be received by Friday 
March 13,2015.

Taxes are paid on TAXABLE VALUE, which is the lesser of the calculated A ssessed and 
Capped value, un less there is a property transfer. The capped value is based on the CPI 
(Consumer Price Index), which is 1.6% for 2015.

The 2015 A ssessm ent Roll w ill be open for inspection March 4, 2015 and March 5, 2015 in the  
A ssessm ent Office from 9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

ALLYSON BETTIS 
TREASURER-CLERK

Publish February 22, 26, and March 1 2015 LO-0000232065 3X4.5

P U B L I C  N O T I C E
T O  A L L  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S  I N  T H E  

C I T Y  O F  L I V O N I A
B O A R D  O F  R E V I E W  M E E T I N G  -  2 0 1 5

You are hereby notified pursuant to chapter VIII Section 6, o f the Charter of Livonia, the 
Board of Review, w ill conduct Public H earings on the following dates in  the Board of Review  
Conference Room of the A ssessor’s Office in the City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, 
Michigan and such additional m eetings as m ay be necessary for the purpose of reviewing the  
assessm ent roll for the year 2015 and hearing any taxpayers deem ing them selves aggrieved 
by the said assessm ents.

The m eetings of the Board of Review provide the only opportunity after March 3, 2015 
for property owners to present protests or suggestions relative to the assessed valuation  
placed on property by the A ssessor for the year 2015. Property owners deem ing them selves 
aggrieved by the assessm ents will have the opportunity to be heard and may obtain further 
information from the Office of the City Assessor.

First Session
Tuesday March 3, 2015 Organizational M eeting 9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.
Thursday March 5, 2015 9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m.
Friday March 6, 2015 9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m.

Second Session
Monday March 9, 2015 9:00a.m. -  12:00p.m. 1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m.
Tuesday March 10, 2015 9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 2:00p.m. - 8:00p.m.
Thursday March 12, 2015 9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 2:00p.m. - 8:00p.m.
Friday March 13 ,2015 9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 1:30p.m. - 4:00p.m.
Monday March 16 ,2015 9:00a.m. -  1:00p.m.

Pursuant to Public Act No. 165, Public Acts of 1971, we hereby give notice that the following 
tentative ratio and m ultipliers will be used to determine the State Equalized Value (S.E.V.) 
for the year 2015.

CLASS RATIO S.E.V. FACTOR (MULTIPLIER)
Agricultural 50.00 1.0000
Commercial 50.00 1.0000
Industrial 50.00 1.0000
Residential 50.00 1.0000
Personal 50.00 1.0000

Note: Appointments for the Board of Review may be made beginning Monday, February 23, 
2015 by calling the A ssessor’s Office at 734.466.2220.

Linda Gosselin, Assessor  
Susan A. Hoff, City Clerk

Publish: February 22, 26, and March 1, 2015 LO-0000229322

f \

mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com
http://www.rhusband.com
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Canton’s ‘Sprice’ busy since achieving TV stardom

VIRGINIA SHERWOOD | NBC
Canton's Steve Price, o r "Sprice," in a photo provided by NBC during his stin t on "America's Got 
Talent."

By Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

Canton’s Steve Price 
gained a national fan 
base after his chain- 
reaction machines landed 
him on NBC’s America’s 
Got Talent in 2013.

Using dominoes, soc­
cer balls, strings, pulleys, 
an umbrella, mousetraps, 
fly swatters, fireworks 
and other props, Price -  
stage name “Sprice” -  
was called a “genius” by 
judge Howard Stern for 
his Rube Goldberg ma­
chines.

Now, Price has a new 
vision. He hopes to pool 
the talents of the nation’s 
best dominoes-and-ma- 
chine builders to create a 
huge chain-reaction 
event inside a warehouse 
his father, owner of a 
carpet-cleaning business, 
has in Wayne. He’s aim­
ing for summer with a 
big audience.

“I’m guessing it would 
be one of the biggest 
domino events in Amer­
ica in the last 30 years,” 
Price said, possibly even 
leading to “some sort of

domino world-record 
attempt.”

Price, a 20-year-old 
mechanical engineering 
student at Michigan State 
University, has begun 
amassing a talented team 
that he expects to num­
ber 10 to 15, many in their 
teens. But he said he 
needs to raise about 
$3,000 to bring them in 
from places as far away 
as New England and 
North Carolina.

“It’s a lot of work and 
a lot of travel,” he said.

S ponsors  so u g h t
That’s where Price’s 

business acumen comes 
in. He’s hoping for spon­
sorship help from area 
companies that, in re­
turn, would have their 
logos -  made with thou­
sands of dominoes -  dis­
played before a live audi­
ence and in a potentially 
viral video on YouTube, 
where Price already has 
a channel, 
www.YouTlibe.com/ 
TheSpricel7. Price can 
be reached by email at 
spricema- 
chines@gmail.com.

Price has been in de­
mand since America’s 
Got Talent, where he won 
accolades even though he 
didn’t win it all. One of 
his Canton fans, Jon 
Hicks, said through his 
@gemguyjon Twitter 
account that Price made 
Canton proud, because 
“there’s now something

more than IKEA to put us 
on the map.”

Price, indeed, has 
become a good ambassa­
dor.

He appeared last fall 
on Rachael Ray’s cooking 
and talk show, where he 
built a chain-reaction 
machine that made a 
kitchen mess by break­

ing a glass, spilling wine, 
burning a pot and spilling 
hot wax -  all for a seg­
ment on cleaning up 
after a party.

Price has built chain- 
reaction machines at 
museums such as The 
Strong, or The National 
Museum of Play, in Roch­
ester, N.Y., where he was

featured in the Toy Hall 
of Fame. He also has sold 
his products on his web­
site, www. sprice 
machines.com.

“It’s doing really well, 
even though I only have a 
few products up right 
now,” he said.

Price has remained 
focused on his MSU stud­
ies and he hopes to use 
his talents and his me­
chanical engineering 
studies as a springboard 
to a career using his 
dominoes-and-machine 
talents.

In the meantime, he is 
continuing to perfect 
some of his inventions. 
One, dubbed the Rise-n- 
Shine Coffee Shop, uses a 
chain-reaction machine 
to brew coffee and make 
toast. He’s still working 
on a plan to make an egg 
slide down a chute, crack 
the shell and empty it 
into a frying pan that 
turns on.

Chances are it will be 
well-done.

dclem @ hom etow nlife .com  

Twitter: Q CantonO bserver  

734-972-0919

Wii not? Exercise, friends add up to make aging easier
By Julie Brown

Staff Writer

Wii bowling is one of many 
ways seniors — and those of all 
ages — can have fun and shape 
up.

“This is my first time at Wii 
bowling,” said Barbara Bushta 
of Livonia, at a recent Ply­
mouth District Library Wii 
bowling session. “It sounded 
like fun, and try to get out in 
this weather and do something. 
A little exercise and meet new 
people”

Kathy Knezek of Plymouth 
Township said, “We’ve been 
coming a couple years.” She 
and neighbor/friend Sue Baum­
gartner of Plymouth Township 
missed about five months but 
ventured out on a recent chilly 
Thursday.

“We bowl and then go to 
lunch,” Knezek said. “We saw

it in the paper and we thought 
it’d be fun to do.”

The women enjoy their 
lunch after, varying the restau­
rants. “It’s always a tough 
decision where we’re going to 
go,” Knezek said.

“She bowls a 200 game,” 
Baumgartner said of Knezek, 
noting Wii is scored like tradi­
tional bowling. Knezek added, 
“They score it for you.”

The Wii bowling meets 11 
a.m. the third Thursday of the 
month at the Plymouth library, 
223 S. Main. It usually draws 
about seven, and “once we had 
a request to tone down the 
noise,” Baumgartner said with 
a smile.

The women acknowledge 
the Wii bowling isn’t exhaust­
ing exercise but is enjoyable. 
Research backs them up, with 
the Mayo Clinic website 
(www.mayoclinic.org) touting

the benefits of both exercise 
and socializing as you age. The 
website recommends you:

» Keep your mind active. 
Mentally stimulating activ­
ities, such as puzzles and word 
games, and memory training 
may delay the onset of de­
mentia and help decrease its 
effects.

» Be physically and socially 
active. Physical activity and 
social interaction may delay 
the onset of dementia and re­
duce its symptoms.

» Quit smoking. Some stud­
ies have shown smoking in 
middle age and older may 
increase your risk of dementia 
and blood vessel (vascular) 
conditions. Quitting smoking 
may reduce your risk.

» Lower your blood pres­
sure. High blood pressure may 
lead to a higher risk of some 
types of dementia. More re­

search is needed to determine 
whether treating high blood 
pressure may reduce the risk 
of dementia, the website re­
ports.

» Pursue education. People 
who have spent more time in 
formal education appear to 
have a lower incidence of men­
tal decline, even when they 
have brain abnormalities. Re­
searchers believe that educa­
tion may help your brain devel­
op a strong nerve cell network 
that compensates for nerve 
cell damage caused by Alz­
heimer’s disease.

» Maintain a healthy diet. 
Eating a healthy diet is impor­
tant for many reasons, but a 
diet rich in fruits, vegetables 
and omega-3 fatty acids, com­
monly found in certain fish and 
nuts, may promote overall 
health and lower your risk of 
developing dementia.

JULIE BROWN
A t the recent W ii bow ling at the 
library in Plymouth were (from left) 
Barbara Bushta o f Livonia, Kathy 
Knezek o f Plymouth Township and 
Sue Baumgartner o f Plymouth 
Township.

jcb row n@ hom etow nlife .com

Start the new year off right... 
C a r e f r e e  r e t i r e m e n t  l i v i n g  a t  W a l t o n w o o d !

I n d e p e n d e n t  L iv in g  •  L ic e n s e d  A s s is te d  L iv in g  • M e m o r y  C a r e

Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with endless opportunities outside your door.
With friendly neighbors, convenient amenities, personal staff and caregivers on site, you’re free to choose how you spend the day,

and everyone enjoys peace of mind knowing help is on site if needed.

Redefining Retirement Living'

W altonwood at Twelve Oaks
(248) 4684903

27495 Huron Circle 
Novi

W altonwood at Carriage Park
(734) 38643811

2000 N Canton Center Rd. 
Canton

W altonwood at Cherry H ill
(734) 335-1554

42600 Cherry Hill 
Canton

W altonwood at Royal Oak
(248) 397-5308

3450 West Thirteen Mile Road 
Royal Oak

Schedule a personal tour at a Waltonwood 
com m unity near you today.

Learn m ore about th e  W altonwood difference • www.W altonwood.com  
f j  w w w .facebook.com /w altonw oodseniorliv ing lS$l

http://www.YouTlibe.com/
mailto:spricema-chines@gmail.com
mailto:spricema-chines@gmail.com
mailto:dclem@hometownlife.com
http://www.mayoclinic.org
mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.Waltonwood.com
http://www.facebook.com/waltonwoodseniorliving
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The Community Calendar runs in 
the Observer as space permits. 
Nonprofit groups and communi­
ty organizations are welcome to 
submit news of upcoming 
events. Include a daytime tele­
phone number and contact 
person. Email address is: 
ksmith@hometownlife.com.

P R ESC H O O L O PEN  
H O U SE
Time/date: 6-8 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 24.
Location: Academic Pathways, 
30330 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia. 
Details: See what a cooperative 
preschool has to offer. Potty 
training is not required. Pro­
grams for ages 3 and 4.
Contact: 734-261-9540; www.a- 
cademicpathwayspreschool.com.

R EA L  ESTATE S E M IN A R
Time/date: 6:30-8 p.m. Wednes­
day, Feb. 25.
Location: Civic Center Library, 
32777 Five Mile Road, Livonia. 
Details: Get pertinent informa­
tion on getting back into the 
market after a bankruptcy, short 
sale or foreclosure. New pro­
grams available for first-time 
home buyers and conventional 
loans with 3-percent down and 
no PMI. Sponsored by Keller 
Williams Realtors. Call Sheila 
Roma at 248-760-6785 or Debbi 
McLaughlin at 248-561-0077 by 
Feb. 19 to reserve a spot.

PR ESC H O O L O PEN  
H O U SE
Time/date: 4-7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 26
Location: Holy Trinity Tiny Tots, 
39020 Five Mile Road, Livonia 
Details: Holy Trinity Tiny Tots 
offers a quality preschool pro­
gram with basic Christian values 
and teachings. Call for more 
information or follow us on 
Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ 
tinytotspreschoollivonia 
Contact: 734-463-0211, ext. 208; 
www.tinytotslivonia.org

C O M IC  BO O K, CARD , 
COLLECTIBLE SH O W
Time/date: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Saturday, March 7 
Location: Redford Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church, 10000 
Beech Daly Road, Redford. 
Details: More than 34 tables. 
Guests include actor/inventor 
Ron Baratono, a local actor who 
has appeared in Oz the Great 
and Powerful and Ides of March 
with George Clooney and the TV 
show Detroit 187. Admission is 
$2. Age 10 and under are free. 
Concessions available until 2 
p.m. The admission fee will be 
donated to the Methodist 
Children's Home.
Contact: 734-258-5026.

M IC H IG A N  CRAFTERS  
M A R K E T P LA C E
Time/date: Saturday, March 7. 
Location: Laurel Park Place 
mall, Livonia.
Details: Michigan artist, craf- 
ters, designers and micro-enter­
prises are invited to sell their 
products including jewelry, / 
beauty products, hats, gifts, 
ceramics, t-shirts and more at 
the Michigan Crafters Market­
place. Tables spaces are available 
for $75 each for up to 100 ven­
dors.
Contact:
www.MichiganCrafters
Marketplace.com.

S H A M R O C K  SHUFFLE
Time/date: 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 11.
Location: St. Raphael Activities 
building, 31530 Merriman, 
Garden City.
Details: Tickets are $8 and 
include dessert, coffee, Blarney 
bags, and table and door prizes 
for St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish's for its annual Shamrock 
Shuffle card. Hot dogs, sloppy 
joes, pop, ships and water will 
be available for purchase. 
Details: For more information, 
call 734-427-1533 or 734-422-

F I S H E R
FUNERAL HOME
&  CREMATION SERVICES

MICHAEL J. FISHER 
Manager & Owner

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
WITH BURIAL

includes metal casket, outer burial 
container, viewing & service

$3300Cemetery fees not included
BASIC CREMATION
includes cremation process 

and county permit

$695*
*$795 for Macomb & Washtenaw Counties

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
WITH CREMATION

includes casket facade, 
viewing & service

$3200
We can customize a package 

to m eet your needs.
• Insurance assignment accepted
• State assistance (DHS) welcomed

24501 Five Mile Road • Redford 
Between Beech Daly and Telegraph

313.535.3030
fisherfuneral.net

C O M M U N IT Y  C A L E N D A R

Wish your were here

Bill and Vicki Wettach o f Livonia w ith  the Observer in Lapataia 
Bay, the last stop on the Pan-American Highway, or the "end 
o f the w orld ," Tierra del Fuego National Park, in Ushuaia, 
Argentina, on Feb. 8.

8465.

BO A T IN G  SAFETY
Time/date: 7-9 p.m. Thursday, 
March 12 to May 7.
Location: Stevenson High 
School, 33500 Six Mile Road, 
Livonia.
Details: Eight-week course 
approved by National Associa­
tion of Boating Law Adminis­
trator. Includes boat handling, 
seamanship, radio procedure, 
trailering and legal require­
ments. Meets Michigan jet ski 
requirements. Certificate based 
upon completion. Minimum 
age: 13 years without parent. 
Cost is $45.
Contact: Larry Dunn, dunnlar- 
ry@att.net; 313-529-8453.

F A M IL Y  FEUD
Time/date: 12:30 p.m. Saturday, 
March 21.
Location: New Life Church,
33111 Ford, Garden City.
Details: Get a team of five 
together or join one at New 
Life's fourth annual Family Feud 
fundraiser. Pastor Chris Smothers 
will be the game show host.
Cost is $10 per person. There will 
be food concessions available. 
Contact: For more information, 
call the church at 734-326-7000.

ST. G E N E V IE V E  O PEN  
H O U SE
Time/date: noon to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 29.
Location: St. Genevieve Catho­
lic School, 28933 Jamison St., 
Livonia.
Details: St. Genevieve offers 
preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds 
and elementary school for 
grades K-8. Meet the teachers, 
tour the school, see the students 
work and learn about the coun­
tries they are studying. The 
theme is Travel Around the 
World.
Contact: 734-425-4420; 
www.stgenevieve.org/school.

T R IV IA  N IG H T
Time/date: 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 25.
Location: Ss. Simon and Jude 
Catholic, 32500 Palmer, east of 
Venoy, Westland.
Details: Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and trivia begins promptly at 7 
p.m. Preregister for $20 per 
team (maximum of four per­

sons). At the door the cost is $30, 
if space available. It includes 10 
rounds of questions, popcorn, 
and one food choice for each 
team. Food choices are four hot 
dogs and four chips or one 
pepperoni or cheese pizza from 
Marina's. Additional food items 
and beverages (beer, coolers, 
pop, water, coffee) available for 
purchase. There will be a 50/50 
raffle (tickets are $1 each, three 
for $2,10 for $5 and 25 for $10) 
and prizes — mystery prizes,
$100 for first place, $80 for 
second place, $60 for third place 
and $20 for last place.
Contact: Kathy Hansen; 734- 
716-4436.

C RAFT-VEN D O R  S H O W
Time/date: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, May 16.
Location: Hosanna-Tabor 
Lutheran Church, 9600 Leverne, 
west of Beech Daily and north of 
West Chicago, Redford.
Details: The Garden City Amer­
ican Legion Auxiliary Unit 396 
will hold a spring craft and 
vendor show. Admission is $1. 
There will food available and a 
bake sale. All proceeds will help 
local military and their families, 
including veterans. Table space is 
$30 for an approximately 8 x10

space, with an 8-foot table and 
two chairs. Indicate on applica­
tion if electricity is needed. If 
electricity is needed, there will 
be an additional $5 charge. 
Contact: Email
detnana@sbcglobal.net for more 
information and application or 
call 248-477-8594.

O N G O IN G
D O M E S T IC  V IO L E N C E  
V IC T IM S ' SUPPO RT  
G R O U P
Time/date: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 
Location: The Angel House, 
28441 Five Mile Road, Livonia. 
Contact: 734-524-0720.

S E N IO R  C IT IZEN  
B O A R D  G A M E S
Time/date: 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Location: The Angel House, 
28441 Five Mile Road, Livonia. 
Details: Cost is $5 per person. 
Angel House uses the money to 
give $50 gift cards to a family in 
need weekly. Donations are also 
accepted via www.theangel- 
house.org.
Contact: 734-524-0380.

F R IE N D S  OF ELO ISE
Time/date: 7 p.m. third Tuesday 
of the months of February, April, 
June, September and November. 
Location: Collins House in the 
Westland Historic Village Park, 
857 N. Wayne Road between 
Marquette and Cherry Hill. 
Contact: Pat Ibbotson at 734- 
331-9291 or pibbotso@aol.com.

L IV IN G  O N  G R IEF  
SUPPO RT G R O U P
Time/date: 2-3:30 p.m. second 
Tuesday of the month.
Location: Oakwood Hospital- 
Wayne, 33155 Annapolis,
Wayne.
Details: Hospice of Michigan 
grief groups provide a safe and 
supportive environment for 
participants to express their 
feelings and better understand 
the grief process. These services 
are offered at no charge to any 
member of the community 
mourning the loss of a loved 
one. The group meets in Confer­
ence Room 2 on second level. 
Park at west entrance.
Contact: To register, call Margie 
Martin, Grief Support Services 
manager, at 734-769-5821.

L IV O N IA  C A M E R A  
CLU B
Time/date: 8-9:30 p.m. the first 
two Thursdays September 
through May.
Location: McKinley School, 9100 
Hillcrest, Livonia.
Details: A group of photo­
graphic enthusiasts dedicated to 
promotion of photography 
through displays, competitions, 
critiques and education. 
Contact: Dennis Gelarden, 
president, at 734-591-2589; 
livoniacameraclub.com.

M IC H IG A N  TR EA SU R E  
HU N TERS CLU B
Time/date: 7:30-10 p.m. the 
fourth Tuesday of every month 
except December.
Location: Holy Cross Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 30650 Six Mile 
Road, Livonia.
Details: Visit the largest metal 
detecting club in Michigan. See 
displays, finds of the month, 
hear guest speakers and more. 
Contact: Tom Klisz, 734-422- 
6345 or michigantreasurehun- 
ters.com.

L IV O N IA  S A V E  O UR  
YO UTH
Time/date: First Wednesday of 
every month; time rotates 
monthly between morning (9-11 
a.m.) and evening (6-8 p.m). 
Location: Livonia City Hall 
Annex Conference Room, 33000 
Civic Center Drive, Livonia. 
Details: The Livonia Save Our 
Youth Coalition (LSOY) exists to 
educate and empower the 
community regarding the health 
and safety of our young people, 
with a focus on the prevention 
of alcohol and drug abuse. The 
public is welcome to attend 
monthly meetings — a light 
meal is served.
Contact: kbonanno@livoniasa- 
veouryouth.org; 734-338-9580.

W ID O W E D  M E N
Time/date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday of the month. 
Location: Steve's Family Restau­
rant, 15800 Middlebelt, Livonia. 
Details: Widowed men are 
invited to attend men's break­
fast and learn about other co-ed 
activities.
Contact: Dick at 313-534-0399.

C O -ED  W ID O W E D  
BR EA K FA ST
Time/date: 9 a.m. first Thursday 
of the month.
Location: Richard's Restaurant, 
Plymouth Road at Eckles Road, 
Plymouth.
Details: All widowed welcome. 
Come and meet new friends. 
Contact: To reserve a seat, call 
Carol at 734-464-2833. 
Time/date: 9 a.m. third Thurs­
day of the month.
Location: Annie's, at 33427 
Plymouth Road, Livonia.
Details: All widowed welcome 
for great, reasonably priced 
food, good conversation and 
laughs.
Contact: Tom at 734-927-0610.

W E S T L A N D  ROTARY
Time/Date: 12:15 p.m. Thurs­
days.
Location: Joy Manor, 28999 Joy, 
east of Middlebelt, Westland. 
Details: Community Service 
programs and planning. Catered 
lunch; visitors welcome. 
Contact: Jeff at 734-261-5010; 
www.westlandrotary.com.

IN MAIL-IN REBATES 
See Quick Larw? Manager for
details.

Tire Rotation

■af Quirk Lane

LE34 5L.78 9012 395b
MAIL-IN REBATE' when you use the Quick Lane3? Credit Card to make a qualifying purchase of $250 or more.

Why Go Anywhere Else?

Our Technicians are Factory Trained 

Servicing All Makes All Models

Get up to a

MAIL-IN REBATE* on Motorcraft Tested Tough PLUS and MAX batteries.

Dealer-installed retail purchases only. With exchange. Taxes and 
installation extra. Offer valid between 2/1/15 and 3/31/15. Submit 
rebate by 4/30/15. Rebate by prepaid debit card or apply to an active Owner Advantage Rewards® account. See Quick Lane® Manager for vehicle applications, rebate and account details.

FREE Multi-Point 

Inspection

- B ra ke  In sp e c tio n

- F lu id  Top -O ff

- B a tte ry  Test

- F ilte r  C h e ck

- B e lts  and  H o se s  C h e ck

- H yb r id  B a tte ry  Test In c lu ded

Have Your Brakes 
Inspected for FREE

Performed by a Factory 

Trained Technician

Inspect brake friction material, caliper 
operation, rotor, drums, hoses and 
connections. Inspect parking brake for 
damage and proper operation. See Quick mt r 
Lane® Manager for details through 3/31/15. A V I

The Works $29.95 or Less After 
a $10 Mail-In Rebate

- Synthetic Blend Oil Change
- Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
- Brake Inspection
- Vehicle Check-Up
- Fluid Top-Off
- Battery Test
- Filter Check
- Belts and Hoses Check

Retail purchases only. Up to five quarts 
of Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil and* 
oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and| 
disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test) 
excluded. Offer valid between 2/1/15 
ond 3/31/15. Submit rebote by 4/30/15̂ 
Rebote by prepoid debit card or applyl 
to an active Owner Advantage) 
Rewards® account. Owner Advantage
Rewards payment by mail-in form only. 
See Quick Lane® Manager fori 
exclusions, rebate and account details)
through 3/31/15̂ ________ ^

Low Price Tire Guarantee

1 3  N A M E  B R A N D S . L O W  PR IC E TIRE G U A R A N T E E

READY TO SEEtyE
.&3  r  n r

Buy four select tireTget up to

We’ll beat any price on the 13 major tire 
brands we sell. GUARANTEED! See 
Quick Lane Manager for details 
through 12/31/15. _ _

Pot Hole Season Special 
$129.99

, PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR 
AN ADDITIONAL $20 OFF

- 4 Wheel Alignment
- High Speed Balancing
- Tire Rotation

Taxes extra. Exclusions apply. See 
Quick Lane® Manager for details 
through 3/31/15.
Motorcraft® Complete Brake 

Service, $179.95 or Less

ouivjroi’> ! • @ 1
AFTER S 10 MAIL-IN REBATE

HamcooK■ Synthetic Blend Oil Change - Fluid Top Off
- Battery Test
- Filter Check

T IR E  G U A R A N T E E- Tire Pressure Check
■ Belts and Hoses Check- Brake Inspection

- Vehicle Check-Up W E ’LL BEAT A N Y  PRICE ON THE  
13 M A JO R  B R A N D S W E SELLRetail purchases only. Up to five quarts ot Motorcraft?- Synthetic Blend oil and oil filter. Taxes, 

diesel vehicles and disposal foes extra Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer valid between 2/1/1S 
and 3/31/15. Submit rebate by 4/30/15. Rebate by prepaid debit card or apply to an active Owner 
Advantage Rewards® account. Owner Advantage Rewards payment by mail-in form only See 

Quick Lane®- Manager for exclusions, rebate and account details through 3/31/15.

Valid on Quick Lana® Installed retail purchases only. Requires presentation of competitor s ^  
current price ad/offer on exact tire sold by Quick Lane® within 30 days after purchase. See Quick K S  
Lane® Manager for details through 12/31/15. K j j S j i f i

Dealership Quality at After Market Prices!
Quick lane® and Motorcraft®' are registered trademarks or Ford Motor Company

Quick Lane Hours:

Mon-Fri 7 A M -7  PM 

Sat 8 A M -5  PM

No Appointm ent Necessary! 
Service W hile You Wait

a t  Bill Brown Fordw f i  Q u i c k  L a n e
( 1  TIRE & AUTO CENTER

32330 Plymouth Road, Livonia, Michigan 48150

(734) 367-4843
www.quicklanelivonia.com

Plymouth Rood

MattoBUBwmfmlacwskwi 
Sari Michael's Church

* Subject to credit approval. Rebate valid on qualifying purchase before tax; not valid on prior purchases. Complete purchase must be made on the Quick Lane® Credit Card. Offer valid through 3/31/15. Submit rebate by 4/30/15. Limit one S25 mait-in rebate per visit. Rebate by prepaid debit card. Cannot be combined with 

other Quick Lane® Credit Card offers. Valid at participating Quick Lane® Retailers. See Quick Lane® Manager lor vehicle applications, rebate and account details.

- Brake Pads or Shoes I
- Machining Rotors or Drums |
- Labor Included )

Per axle price on most vehiclesJ 
Exclustions apply. Taxes extra. Seel 
Quick Lane® Manager for details) 
through 3/31/15.- — — — — — — H

Cooling System Service |
$99.95 |

ITaxes extra. Excludes Diesel Vehicles. 
See Quick Lane® Manager for details 
through 3/31/15. I

HMotorcraft® Tested Tough® 
PLUS Batteries, $99.95 MSRP

With 84 Month Warranty. I
IWith exchange. Taxes and installation j 

extra. Warranty includes FREE towing 
on Quick Lane® installed battery. See ̂
Quick Lane® Manager for vehicle | 
applications and limited-warranty | 
details through 3/31/15.

Motorcrafl® Tested Tough® : 
MAX Batteries Starting at , 

$119.95 MSRP

With 100 Month Warranty. I 
I
IWith exchange. Taxes and installation | 

extra. Warranty includes FREE towing j 
on Quick Lane® installed battery. See j 
Quick Lane® Manager for vehicle ̂ 
applications and limited-warranty 
details through 3/31/15.
Motorcraft® Premium Wiper , 
Blades with Wear Indicator, i 

$19.96 MSRP i

Per pair. Taxes extra. See Quick Lane® 
Manager for vehicle applications and
limited-warranty
3/31/15.

details through

mailto:ksmith@hometownlife.com
http://www.a-cademicpathwayspreschool.com
http://www.a-cademicpathwayspreschool.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.tinytotslivonia.org
http://www.MichiganCrafters
mailto:dunnlar-ry@att.net
mailto:dunnlar-ry@att.net
http://www.stgenevieve.org/school
mailto:detnana@sbcglobal.net
http://www.theangel-house.org
http://www.theangel-house.org
mailto:pibbotso@aol.com
mailto:kbonanno@livoniasa-veouryouth.org
mailto:kbonanno@livoniasa-veouryouth.org
http://www.westlandrotary.com
http://www.quicklanelivonia.com
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S h i p w r e c k  e x p l o r e r  t o  

s p e a k  a t  L i v o n i a  T o w n  H a l l

Dr. James Delgado, a 
maritime archaeologist 
who is director of mari­
time heritage in the Of­
fice of National Marine 
Sanctuaries for the Na­
tional Oceanic and At­
mospheric Administra­
tion, will be the featured 
speaker at Livonia Town 
Hall on March 18.

Delgado has nearly 40

years of scientific ex­
pertise in deep-sea ex­
ploration, history, mu­
seums, films and TV.

He will relate his 
stories about exploring 
shipwrecks and speaking 
about the history of 
them, writing books 
about his adventures and 
telling audiences about 
the importance of arche­

ology and the need to 
preserve and protect the 
oceans and historic sites 
in it today.

The program begins 
at 10:30 a.m. at St. Mary's 
Cultural Center, 181 Mer- 
riman Road,

Tickets are $55 each 
and can be obtained by 
calling 734-420-0383. Dr. James Delgado, a maritime archaeologist, is director o f maritime heritage in the Office o f 

National Marine Sanctuaries fo r the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

K n i t ,  p u r l :  L e s s o n s  a t  F r i e n d s h i p  S t a t i o n  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  o f f e r  f u n ,  l e a r n i n g

By Julie Brown
S t a f f  W r i t e r

Dori Mefford of Ply­
mouth Township heard 
from people who’d 
grown up knitting, “Oh, I 
forgot how to cast on.” 
She’s now giving lessons 
1-2 p.m. the third Tues­
day of each month at the 
Friendship Station Senior 
Center on Schoolcraft in 
Plymouth Township.

“This is basically very 
much in the beginning 
stages,” Mefford said of 
the lessons. “They have 
fun when they come 
here.” She finds those 
who learned to knit or 
crochet as children often 
have the skills come 
back to them.

“I always have yarn 
and stuff with me,” said 
Mefford, who can pro­
vide attendees with 
straight needles. “I have 
enough to start them out. 
I have taught them as 
young as 7.”

She recalled teaching 
a grade school girl the 
slip knot. “She went 
home and showed her 
mother how to do it,” 
said Mefford, who also 
teaches through Ply- 
mouth-Canton Communi­
ty Education. She’s pa­
tient in her teaching and 
explains things in varied 
ways to get her message 
across.

Faye Lindsay of Ply­
mouth, on a recent Tues­
day, said, “About four 
months. Dori just taught 
me” of her crocheting. 
“Dori is very patient.”

Next to her was Shar­
on Lomske of Plymouth, 
showing a part of a 
sleeping mat for the 
homeless made from

plastic bags.
“It’s nice and soft,” 

Lomske said, with the 
instructor pointing out 
its utility for people who

must sleep outdoors on 
the ground.

“I’m learning to knit, 
but I do crochet,” 
Lomske added.

Linda Robertson of 
Plymouth Township said, 
“I’m just a very begin­
ner. I saw the ad in the 
Observer, so I don’t know 
what I’m going to do. I 
see there are a lot of 
options.”

Cheryl Zepp of Ply­
mouth Township, also 
hard at work, said, “My 
husband found this for 
me. He’s our social direc­
tor.”

Zepp learned some 
basic skills from a neigh­
bor at age 9 and grew up 
doing macrame and cro­
cheting afghans and 
vests. “It’s a creative 
thing you can do,” Zepp 
said, noting newer equip­
ment helps with things 
like projects not unrav­
eling.

Debra TUcker of West- 
land said, “Right now,
I’m working on a hat 
with a scarf attached to 
it.” TUcker also made 
some fingerless gloves.

“They’re just deco­
rative,” she said. “Mostly 
they’re just an accesso­
ry.” TUcker had done 
knitting as a teen and is 
now on a project with 
five needles and a com­
plex pattern. She’ll do 
some crocheting so it 
will lay better.

Her sister, Janis Cross 
of Plymouth, joined her 
at the Friendship Station. 
Cross did more macrame 
growing up and the re­
cent TUesday found her 
working on a mat to 
practice. Her goal is to 
make tote bags, she said, 
showing one made by

someone else from Meij- 
er bags.

“This is what I want to 
do,” Cross said.

“I’ve done macrame, 
I’ve done embroidery,” 
Mefford said. She’s been 
knitting more than 25 
years “and still learning. 
That’s one of the good 
things.”

She attends seminars 
to learn. “And have fun 
doing it,” said Mefford, 
who’s had male students. 
“Men are good at it. And 
they learn fast.”

The knitters work on 
different projects, with 
Mefford wishing to avoid 
competition, as some 
have more time and ad­
vance more rapidly. She 
can help if they’re un­
sure about a project’s 
complexity.

“If somebody has to 
struggle too hard, they 
sometimes give up. I 
don’t want them to give 
up,” she said.

Those who wish to 
attend the TUesday 
monthly lessons are 
asked to first call Bobbie 
Pummill at 734-453-1234, 
ext. 236.

Participants at the 
Friendship Station pay 
$2 a session. Mefford 
said they usually start 
with a scarf. Some use 
cloth yarn for usable 
items that are not too 
difficult, such as dish 
cloths or potholders.

“I have enjoyed teach­
ing knitting,” Mefford 
said.

jcb row n@ hom etow nlife .com

E L D E R  L A W

serving the area for over 30 years

•  Estate P lann ing

•  M ed ica id

•  VA  B ene fits

•  P robate

•  Fam ily  C o n flic t

Accettura <Sr Hurwitz

Canton Office: Farmington Hill-. Office: Royal Oak Office:
4424', Ford Road 34705 W, 12 Mile Road 306 S. W a s h in g to n  Ave
Suite 101 Suite 103 Suite 215
Canton, Ml 48187 Farmington Hills, Ml 48331 Royal Oak, Ml 48067

2 4 8 . 8 4 8 . 9 4 0 9  | www.elderlawmi.com

P. M a r k  A c c e t t u r a ,  E sq .

A N T I O X I D A N T ,  
T U S C A N  V E G A N , 
M U L T I - G R A I N  &  

G L U T E N - F R E E

DETROITS ORIGINAL SQUARE 

THIN CRUST PIZZA

♦Detroit 313-892-9001 ♦Warren 586-574-9200 ♦Livonia 734-261-3550
♦Farmington Hills 248-855-4600 ♦Auburn Hills 248-276-9040 ♦Dearborn 313-562-5900
♦Pointe Plaza 313-884-7400 ♦Bloomfield 248-645-0300 ♦Royal Oak 248-549-8000

NEW! ♦Shelby Township 45841 Hayes Rd. (corner of Lakeside Blvd.) 586-566-1233

NOVI NOW OPEN ! 44225 W. 12 Mile Rd. @ Fountain Walk 248-675-0881

J o in  o u r  E m a il C lu b  a t  w w w .b u d d y s p i z z a . c o m  I f *

$3.00  O F F  $2.00  O FF  $1.00  O F F  1 0 %  O FF

8 Square Pizza Family Sized Salad 4 Square Pizza PvegbSalrayor
One coupon per person, per visit, per One coupon per person, per visit, per One coupon per person, per visit, per One coupon per person, per visit, per table. Not valid with any other discount table Not valid with any other discount table. Not valid with any other discount table. Not valid with any other discount orcoupon. Exp. 3/31/15 O&E or coupon Exp. 3/31/15 O&E orcoupon. Exp. 3/31/15 O&E or coupon. Exp. 3/31/15 O&E

C R Y S T A L  C R E E K
C/f<UU&ted,

W e  c a r e  f o r  a n d  a b o u t  o u r  r e s i d e n t s  

a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

Our staff is professionally trained and able to provide the support and care 
that your loved one needs, all while providing a secure lifestyle.
• Relaxed, caring atmosphere
• Spacious studio-styled suites
• Accommodations for couples
• Handicap accessible suites
• 24-hour staff physician services
• Daily medication management 
•Memory care

• Contained outdoor courtyard
• Housekeeping/iaundry
• Beauty/barber shop
•Variety of activities and programs
• State Licensed
• Nurse on site 
•Secure facility

Call us for an appointment today

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 3 2 0 3
8121 North Lilley Rd. • Canton, Ml 48187 • www.crystalcreekassistedliving.com

54th Annual -
V  W a y n e  C o i n  C l u b

( C O I N  s h o
B u y - S e l l -

unday, M arch  1,2015

Wayne Rec Center 
i 4635 Howe R d .

Wayne, Ml
SE Corner of Annapolis 

_ and Howe Rd.

Annapolis

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

<

mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.elderlawmi.com
http://www.buddyspizza.com
http://www.crystalcreekassistedliving.com
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SCHOOL
Continued from Page A3

speaking less Japanese now 
than she wants.

Open houses th is w eek
Both schools will hold open 

houses this week. Niji-Iro will 
hold an open house 7-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 25, at its 
school, located at 36611 Curtis 
Road, Livonia. Hinoki Interna­
tional will hold an open house
6-8:30 p.m. the day before, 
Tuesday, Feb. 24, at its new 
location at 29230 W. 12 Mile in 
Farmington Hills.

The Livonia school board 
voted July 28 to revoke its 
contract with Hinoki Interna­
tional School, saying the char­
ter school it had authorized 
since 2010 had defaulted on the 
contract by not having a facil­
ity and not enrolling students 
for the 2014-15 school year. LPS 
then started its own Japanese 
Immersion Magnet Program in 
the same elementary school 
building in which Hinoki oper­
ated.

Some Hinoki stakeholders 
viewed the Livonia board’s 
actions as a hostile takeover of 
their school, recruiting teach­
ers and students without the 
Hinoki board's knowledge. A 
spokesman for the Michigan 
Department of Education said 
at the time LPS revoked Hino- 
ki’s contract that it had the 
right to do so and the right to 
open a magnet school with the 
same Japanese immersion 
program.

Nearly 100 former Hinoki 
students enrolled in LPS’ Niji- 
Iro this school year, Young 
said. The school has a total of 
125 students in grades K-4. 
Next year, Niji-Iro hopes to 
expand by another 35-40 stu­
dents and add a fifth grade.
The year after that, it plans to 
add a sixth grade.

Friendly com petition
Young said she isn’t con­

cerned that Hinoki is reopen­
ing and will be competing with 
Niji-Iro for students. “We’re 
excited about our school here,” 
she said. “Our focus is on the 
wonderful things we’re doing 
here.”

Hooghart expects any com­
petition to be friendly. “We will 
do our best to serve families 
that aren’t being served now,” 
she said, adding that market 
research shows there are more

Amanda Finn teaches second grade.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

native Japanese speakers in 
Metro Detroit than originally 
thought.

The fact there will be two 
dual-immersion Japanese ele­
mentary programs operating 
in neighboring cities may cre­
ate the need for a middle 
school one day, something 
Hinoki may be interested in 
providing, Hooghart said. “I 
think it will all work out well 
for everyone involved.”

Hooghart, a Ypsilanti resi­
dent, said there’s good and bad 
in every kind of program. She 
said Kasey, her third-grader, 
and Cassidy, her second-grad­
er, had a better math curricu­
lum. at Niji-Iro, but they start­
ed speaking more English.

Hooghart and her husband 
are native English speakers 
but they studied Japanese for 
30 years and speak only Japa­
nese at home to make it easier 
for their children to learn the 
language. She said last year, 
Kasey’s class was split 50-50 
between Japanese-speaking 
and English-speaking students. 
This year it’s about one-third 
Japanese speakers and two- 
thirds English speakers so she 
has fewer opportunities to 
learn Japanese.

Niji-Iro and Hinoki are two 
of just four dual-immersion 
Japanese programs in the 
country.

Native English-speaking 
students and native Japanese­
speaking students learn side- 
by-side in the same classroom, 
with lessons alternately being 
taught in English and Japa­
nese.

Niji-lro's program
At Niji-Iro, the overall goal 

is for students to become bi­
lingual, respectful of other 
cultures and globally-minded. 
Students learn perseverance, 
open-mindedness and critical 
thinking skills, Young said, as 
they are challenged to think 
and speak in a non-native lan­
guage.

“It does get confusing and it 
can get frustrating,” Young 
said. But things eventually 
click and native-English speak­
ing students start thinking and 
explaining themselves in Japa­
nese and vice versa.

Young did not previously 
work for Hinoki or LPS before 
joining Niji-Iro this year. She 
was a teacher and adminis­
trator for 11 years at K12, an 
online charter school. She

knows a few Japanese words, 
taught to her by the students at 
Niji-Iro.

She said Niji-Iro is a brand- 
new school with its own curri­
culum that combines common 
core state standards, Michigan 
grade level expectations and 
Japanese standards. She said 
she loves that it’s a magnet 
program, giving the parents 
the choice of whether they 
want their children to attend, 
but that it also has the support 
of a large public school dis­
trict.

Most of the families are 
attracted to Niji-Iro because it 
is a school of choice, Young 
said. They also like that it’s 
nontraditional and challenging.

Roughly half of the students 
are native Japanese speaking 
with the other half English 
speaking, though they aren't 
always as evenly split in every 
classroom. Some of the Japa­
nese students are children of 
Japanese parents working in 
the United States for a few 
years.

Loves culture
Debbie Davison of Ply­

mouth enrolled her kindergart- 
ner, Julian, in the program for

several reasons, including her 
family’s love of the Japanese 
culture.

“My husband, although not 
Japanese, speaks Japanese,” 
she said. “He can say phrases 
to Julian. We love Japanese 
food, love the crafts, origami, 
we love the culture. What I’m 
finding out is the sense of com­
munity within the Japanese 
culture is just amazing.”

Davison knew Young from 
the former charter school 
Julian’s 13-year-old brother 
attended -  that is how she 
found out about Niji-Iro.

She said she wanted a chal­
lenging but respectful environ­
ment for Julian. “It’s such a 
unique program and we abso­
lutely love everything about 
it,” she said.

Davison said she likes that 
Niji-Iro can makes its own 
decisions about curriculum, 
policies and the like, but it’s 
also fully funded by LPS, pro­
viding it stability.

“Many parents appreciate 
what LPS has done for the 
school; they realize that and 
want to stay,” Davison said.

ksm ith@ hom etow nlife .com  \ 

248-309-7524 Twitter: @ KarenS87

The Henry Ford Medical Center in Livonia

IS NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS.
TO G ETH ER , W E  CAN MAKE CA RE C O N V EN IEN T.
Need a prim ary care physician? The Henry Ford Medical 

Group is com m itted to im proving your fam ily’s health. That 

m eans w e’re always working to get you the best access to the 

best doctors. We’ve got you covered with:

• A single phone num ber (1-800-HENRYF0RD)

• Convenient sam e-day appointm ents

• Nurse On-Call medical phone advice

• Henry Ford MyChart offering

— Easy online appointm ent scheduling

— Review lab and test results online

— Message your doctor online

— Renew your prescriptions online

O PEN  ENROLLMENT TIM E?
Choose the best. Choose a Henry Ford doctor.

ANGELO PATSALIS, M.D.
F a m i l y  M e d i c i n e
2 9 2 0 0  Schoolcra ft Rd.
L ivonia , M l  4 8 1 5 0

H E N R Y  F O R D  
M E D I C A L  C E N T E R S

To learn more or to make an appointment, visit henrvford.com/sameday or 
call 1-8Q0-HTNRYF0RD.

L iq u o r S ta te  M in im u m  | l̂ pWAHKI

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice
M o n -T h u rs :9 a m -1 0 p m  
Fri & Sat: 9 am -1 0  pm 
Sun: 9 a m - 9  pm

29501 Ann Arbor Trail 
Westland, Michigan 48185 
Between Merriman & Middlebelt 
Store Phone: 734-422-0160

We Accept 
EBT ( r j  Now 

BimrL Head AvailableC o m e  S e e  O u r  Beer C a v e

Boneless 1 
Center Cut 
Chuck 
Roast

Ground
Chuck

W  Whole- 
^ P o rk  

Tenderloin

Fresh*
Atlantic
Salmon

Hoffman’s 
Hard SalamiPer 111. %

Fresh Meats • Fresh Produce • Fresh Seafood Deli • Hot Food • Lotto • Fine Wine • Liquor • Beer Cave • Check Cashing

Store HoursContact Us

We Accept All Major Credit Cards

2 Weeks of Savings" Look for Our Next Ad March 9th

Visit Us Online to View Our Ad, www.yourvintagemarket.com L o w e st  L iq u o r  P r ic e s

View Our Webpage at w.yourvintageinarket.coni

>

mailto:ksmith@hometownlife.com
http://www.yourvintagemarket.com
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3 0  f o r l u p i \
i__ 3 0__

■  L I N C O L N

4 9 2 5 1  G ra n d  R ive r a t W ixo m  Rd. • N o v i, M l 4 8 3 9 3  

( 8 0 0 )  2 4 0 - 8 7 3 0  I V a rs ity L in c o ln .c o m

H u g e  L i n c o l n  C e r t i f i e d  

P r e - O w n e d  S a l e !  

Incredible Savings.

# 1  C e r t i f i e d  P r e - O w n e d  

L i n c o l n  D e a l e r  G l o b a l l y .

F i n d  O u t  V / h y l

L I N C O L N

C E R T I F I E D  P R E - O W N E D

• Meticulous 200-point inspection by 
factory trained technicians

• 6-year / 100,000-mile comprehensive 
warranty coverage

• Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

2012 Lincoln Navigator L L ltim aU ^W O  2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K Z  U ltim a te

• Power Liftgate
• Navigation System
• Only 45,526 miles

NOW ONLY

* 3 9 , 5 9 5

m alcA M D 2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K Z  U ltim a te .

• Navigation
• Heated Front Seats
• Only 15,682 miles

NOW ONLY

* 3 1 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K S  U ltim a te .

7*.
• Navigation

• Remote Engine Start
• Only 9,955 miles

NOW ONLY

2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K T  E c o B o o s t A W D

F i n a n c i n g  

a s  l o w  a s

• Power Liftgate
• Heated/Cooled Seats

• Only 30,404 miles

NOW ONLY
* 3 2 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 2  L in c o ln  M K S  U ltim a te  Fmate 1U  I)

• Heated Seats
• Rear Paring Aid
• Only 46,412 miles

NOW ONLY

* 1 8 , 9 9 5 *

0 . 9 ?

A P R !

*
• Heated Front Seats
• Heated Mirrors
• Only 26,280 miles

NOW ONLY

M M B  * 2 9 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K S  E c o B o o s ^ W I )

• Sunroof

• Navigation
• Only 34,606 miles

NOW ONLY
* 2 6 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K Z  H y b r id  F W D

o

%

• Heated Front Seats
• Heated Mirrors

• Only 32,187 miles

NOW ONLY

$ 2 8 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K X  U ltim a te  A W D

m

• Power Liftgate
• Sound System
• Only 28,796 miles

NOW ONLY

* 3 1 , 9 9 5

Varsity Lincoln’s

C e r t i f i e d  P r e - O w n e d  S a l e !

W h a t  m a t t e r s  i s  t h e  d e a l .

J U S T  G R E A T  D E A L S ,  ■ ■ k .

2 0 1 3  L i n c o l n  N a v i g a t o r  L  U l t i m a t e  4 W D

i
• Heated Seats

• Back-up Camera
• Only 36,250 miles

NOW ONLY
* 4 0 , 9 9 5

2011  L in c o ln  M K Z  U ltim a te  E W D

• Security System
• Rear Parking Aid
• Only 65,426 miles

NOW ONLY
* 1 4 , 9 9 5

2012 L incoln  N avigator U ltim a t4 W D

• Luggage Rack
• Back-up Camera
• Only 42,113 miles

NOW ONLY
* 3 5 , 9 9 5

C o m p l i m e n t a r y  
6-year/ 

100 ,000-m ile  
com prehensive  

warranty on  
every Certified 

Pre-Owned  
Lincoln at 

Varsity Lincoln.

2 0 1 2  L in c o ln  M K Z  U ltim a te  F W D

Heated/Cooled Seats 
Security System 
Only 12,456 miles

NOW ONLY
* 1 8 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 2  L in c o ln  M K Z  U ltim attriK W I)

• Heated/Cooled Seats
• Premium Sound System
• Only 7,263 miles

NOW ONLY
* 1 8 , 9 9 5

2 0 1 3  L in c o ln  M K X  U lt im a te  F W

2 0 1 2  L in c o ln  M K T  E c o B o o s t A W D  2 0 1 2  L in c o ln  M K Z  U ltim

• Heated Seats
• Sunroof
• Only 32,026 miles

NOW ONLY
* 2 9 , 9 9 5

• Power Liftgate
• Keyless Start
• Only 16,698 miles

NOW ONLY
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• Heated/Cooled Seats
• Heated Mirrors
• Only 38,157 miles
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• Rear Parking Aid
• Navigation
• Only 24,444 miles

NOW ONLY
* 2 2 , 9 9 5

Event
Hours:

M o n d a y  2/23/15 8 :30 am -9 pm  • T u e sd ay  2/24/15 8 :30am -6pm  

W e d n e sd a y  2/25/15 8 :30 am -6 pm

ABased on 12/2014 Total Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. ‘As low as 0.9% APR for up to 48 months on select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval 
through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. +Price does not include tax, title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. 
See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 2/28/15.
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FEEL-GOOD FU N D RA ISER

Spartans make heart-felt donation

ED WRIGHT
The Livonia Stevenson hockey program presented Karmanos Cancer Institute 
representative Christina Venditti w ith  a check fo r $1,000 prior to  Friday's game 
against Plymouth. Pictured are (from left) Alex DeFlorio, Tony DeFlorio, Vickie 
DeFlorio, Stevenson athletic director Lori Hyman, Venditti, Mick Leonard and 
Ben Kowalske.

By Ed W right
Staff Writer

Not long after Livonia Steven­
son senior hockey forward Alex 
DeFlorio found out his aunt was 
diagnosed with breast cancer, he 
put the wheels in motion for the 
most significant assist of his 
season.

With the help of Stevenson 
head coach David Mitchell and 
his Spartan teammates, DeFlorio 
orchestrated a fundraiser that 
was centered around the produc­
tion and sale of pink T-shirts that 
featured the team’s logo and the 
words “Stevenson Hockey” on 
the front.

With a price tag of $15, the 
shirts were an instant hit for 
members and fans of the Spar­
tans’ program.

The end result of DeFlorio’s 
noble extra-curricular project 
unfolded prior to Friday night’s

KLAA cross-over game against 
Plymouth when the team pre­
sented Karmanos Cancer In­
stitute representative Christina

Venditti with a check for $1,000.
The money will go directly 

toward breast-cancer research, 
the institute’s supportive ser­

vices fund, which helps under­
funded patients, or into the Kar­
manos general fund — it’s up to 
the players.

“Fundraising efforts like the 
one the Stevenson hockey play­
ers generated are incredibly 
important to the Karmanos Can­
cer Institute,” emphasized Ven­
ditti. “The financial support is 
very important, but the aware­
ness these efforts bring to the 
fight against cancer is also very 
beneficial.

“This is the favorite part of 
my job — attending presenta­
tions and meeting the people 
behind the fundraising.”

Venditti encouraged anyone 
who may want to organize a 
fundraiser to contact her at ven- 
dittc@karmanos.org.

For a recap of Friday night’s 
game, see page B4.

ew right@ hom etow nlife . com
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JUST ENOUGH 
ROCKET FUEL

J o h n  G le n n  w i t h s t a n d s  N o r t h v i l l e ’s  

a l l - o u t  r a l ly  f o r  4 7 - 4 5  v i c t o r y

By Ed W right
Staff Writer

When the seas got a little 
stormy Friday night for Westland 
John Glenn’s boys basketball 
team, Tyrikh Hunter did what 
captains do — he righted the ship.

With 6-foot-10 teammate Mike 
Edwards forced to the bench with 
his fourth foul midway through 
the third quarter of the first- 
round KLAA Kensington Confer­
ence contest against visiting 
Northville, and the Rockets cling­
ing to a 24-23 lead, Hunter — a 
6-foot senior guard equipped with 
serious springs and a fearless 
persona — scored six of his 
game-high 13 points over a two- 
minute span to keep the Mus­
tangs at bay in what ultimately 
evolved into a 47-45 John Glenn 
victory.

Following two missed Rocket 
free throws with 5.4 ticks left, 
Northville’s Ryan Roberts

grabbed a rebound and fired the 
ball to Justin Zimbo, whose just- 
inside mid-court heave at the 
buzzer tickled the wrong side of 
the twine.

John Glenn improved to 9-8 
while Northville slipped to 11-6.

Hunter was “The Man” for the 
winners, adding nine rebounds 
and four steals.

Hunter said his role changes 
depending on the situation.

“I’m whatever my team needs 
me to be,” he said, smiling. “If 
they need me to be a rebounder, 
I’ll rebound. If they want me to 
be a lock-down defender, I’ll do 
that. They needed me to score at 
that moment, so that’s what I did.

“It was a team effort tonight, 
but I’m a captain, so I feel obli­
gated to step up and try to lead 
the team to victory.”

Senior guard Mychael Bradley 
carried the Rockets’ load early,

See ROCKETS, Page B3

ED WRIGHT
Westland John Glenn's Mychael Bradley drives to  the basket during the third 
quarter o f Friday night's victory over Northville.

PREP G IRLS BASKETBALL

L u t h e r a n  W e s t l a n d  c l o s e  t o  

f i r s t  t i t l e  s i n c e  ’9 8

By Ed W right
Staff Writer

The last time Lutheran West­
land’s girls basketball team won a 
league championship —1998 — 
most of its current players were 
firing up jumpers at Little Tikes 
hoops, if they were bom at all.

Fueled by Thursday night’s 
16-2 first-quarter run, the War­
riors chiseled out a 47-38 victory 
at Huron Valley Lutheran to inch 
to within one win from clinching 
at least a share of the Michigan 
Independent Athletic Conference 
Red Division championship.

Now 12-6 overall and 9-1 in the 
Red, the Warriors have tasted the 
long-time-coming success by not 
looking ahead.

“We’ve really stressed to the 
girls this season to focus on one

quarter at a time,” LW head coach 
Sandi Wade said. “Once one eight- 
minute quarter is done, forget 
about it and move onto the next 
one, and they’ve really bought 
into it.”

Trailing 28-12 at the half, the 
Sam Golchuk-led Hawks stormed 
back to within 35-26 at the end of 
the third quarter.

But heeding the advice of their 
coach, they put the poor stretch 
behind them and outscored then- 
hosts 10-4 at the outset of the final 
stanza to put the game on ice.

Orchestrating the final surge 
was point guard Sabrina Morri­
son, who scored back-to-back 
buckets in a 30-second span to 
ignite the momentum-cementing 
surge.

See WARRIORS, Page B2

ED WRIGHT
Huron Valley Lutheran's Sam Golchuk pushes a pass around Lutheran 
Westland's Sabrina Morrison.

Local 

players 
at UM -D

A pair of area 
players are making 
solid contributions 
to the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn 
men’s basketball 
program.

Garden City grad­
uate Brandon Ken­
nedy, a senior at 
UM-D, started and 
scored five points 
for the Wolverines 
in their 71-53 victory 
over Indiana In­
stitute of Technol­
ogy on Feb. 18. In 
addition to draining 
his only three-point 
shot, Kennedy added 
an assist and a steal.

Former Redford 
Thurston standout 
Anthony Barley is 
also playing well for 
the Wolverines. In 
the Feb. 18 win, Bar­
ley scored nine 
points in a reserve 
role.

UM-D was 11-18 
overall and 7-14 in 
the Wolverine-Hoo- 
sier Athletic Confer­
ence as of Thursday 
afternoon.

GCYAA

registration
The Garden City 

Youth Athletic Asso­
ciation will be hold­
ing walk-in regis­
trations for the 2015 
T-ball, baseball and 
fast-pitch softball 
season on Saturday, 
Feb. 28, from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
the Community 
Room of the Maple­
wood Community 
Center, which is 
located at 31735 
Maplewood in Gar­
den City.

Online regis­
tration will be avail­
able from through 
Feb. 27 at 
www.gcyaa.com, 
which also offers 
information on age 
levels and fees.

For walk-in regis­
tration, players must 
be accompanied by a 
parent or legal 
guardian, and have a 
copy of their birth 
certificate. Only 
cash or checks will 
be accepted to pay 
registration fees. 
Credit cards will be 
accepted for online 
registration.

The GCYAA 
needs managers and 
and coaches in all 
leagues. Interested 
coaches can volun­
teer at the regis­
tration.

Reporting

results
Local high school 

athletic coaches are 
encouraged to re­
port results of their 
team’s contests to 
Observer sports 
editor Ed Wright, 
who can be reached 
at 734-578-2767 or 
ewright@home- 
townlife.com.

The deadline for 
Thursday editions of 
the Observer is Tues­
day at 10 p.m. The 
deadline for Sunday 
editions is Friday at 
10 p.m.

C o n s o l i d a t e  

Y o u r  B i l l s

S a v e  w it h  o n e  l o w  p a y m e n t

5  0 0 %
•  W W  APR*APR*

C o m m u n i t y

F i n a n c i a l

right here right for you

www.cfcu.org 

(877) 937-2328

‘Subject to credit application and approval. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may vary and is dependent on individual credit history and other factors. Stated rate includes .25% discountPPM
with automatic transfer from Community Financial checking account. Not available for refinance of existing Community Financial loans. Rates as of 12/29/14 and subject to change. 
Federally insured by NCUA. (Sj Equal Housing Lender. ©2015 Community Financial
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H a r d  w o r k  k e y s  S t .  E d i t h ’ s  

r i s e  t o  t o p  o f  s t a n d i n g s

By Ed W right
Staff Writer

The St. Edith varsity No. 2 team consists o f (back row from  
left) coach Rob Drabicki, Josh Carver, Nathan Eklund, John 
Briden, Mark Setlock, Dawson Stec, Evan Bradford, coach 
Dustin Hess, (fron t row  from  left) Michael Roland, John 
Roland, Alex Sugg, Joe Apap, Nathan Drabicki and Steven 
Shimko.

The St. Edith varsity 
boys No. 2 basketball 
team has blended all the 
ingredients necessary for 
success — a lot of hard 
work and chemistry, and 
a little bit of good fortune 
— to cook up a season to 
remember this winter.

Heading into Satur­
day’s game against Dear­
born Divine Child, the 
Eagles — who are made 
up almost exclusively of 
seventh-graders — were 
19-2 overall, with their 
only two setbacks coming 
against eighth-grade 
squads.

At 11-0, the Eagles sit 
atop the Catholic Youth 
Organization’s “S” Divi­
sion standings, two 
games ahead of always- 
tough U of D Jesuit, 
whose only two losses 
have come to St. Edith.

“Our kids really have 
bought into practicing 
hard, setting the tempo 
with their defensive ener­
gy and play, and really 
doing a great job un­
derstanding their roles 
each game,” St. Edith

head coach Rob Drabicki 
said.

“We’ve been fortunate, 
in a way, because unlike 
past years we’ve been 
able to keep all the sev­
enth-graders together. 
Usually, we’ll lose a cou­
ple seventh-graders to 
the No. 1 team, but since 
our other team is so 
strong, we were able to 
keep everybody.”

Drabicki praised 
coach Dustin Hess — a 
former standout at St.

Edith — for the role he’s 
played in helping the 
Eagles reach their poten­
tial.

“Dustin is really a 
testament to everything 
that’s good about the 
CYO,” Drabicki said.

Although they reside 
in several Observerland- 
area communities, the 
Eagles have meshed on 
and off the court, Drab­
icki said.

ew right@ hom etow nlife .com

WARRIORS
Continued from  Page B1

“During the time-out 
between the quarters, we 
just finally decided that at 
some point there has to be 
a stop to their comeback,” 
said Morrison, who led a 
balanced LW scoring 
ledger with 13 points. “It 
started with us pressur­
ing them more on defense 
and making them nervous 
instead of the other way 
around.”

Golchuk was phenome­
nal in the losing cause, 
scoring a team-high 17 
points while starting 
several fast-break oppor­
tunities with nine steals.

The setback dropped 
HVL to 11-6 overall and 
6A in the division.

“We came out tentative 
in the first quarter, and 
really looked unsure of 
ourselves,” Hawks head 
coach Kris Ruth said. “We 
did not shoot the ball real 
well, but I think we even 
passed up some shots that 
I think we should take.

“I was pleased with 
how we came out in the 
second half. We talked at 
halftime about playing 
hard, and doing what we 
do well. The intensity and 
effort was better in the 
second half.”

Shadowed by Warrior 
freshman sensation Ra­
chel Reddeman (11 points, 
10 rebounds), HVL’s Julie

St. John contributed nine 
points and a team-high 12 
rebounds.

“We put Rachel on No. 
23 (St. John) because 
she’s our best post de­
fender, and I thought 
Sabrina did a good job 
covering their No. 10 
(Golchuk). She made her 
work for her points.”

Bethany Hoehne keyed 
the winners’ quick start 
as she made all three of 
her first-quarter field- 
goal attempts (including 
one triple). Hoehne fin­
ished with 10 points. Tay­
lor Jones also played well 
for LW, scoring six points 
and netting three steals.

LW made 9 of 16 free 
throws. HVL was 8-for-ll 
from the stripe.

> b u r  G u id e  To F in a n c ia l S u c c e s s

37401 Plymouth Road, Livonia Ml 48150 
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Rollins accepts ‘Panther of 
the Year’ award

TOM BEAUDOIN
Longtime Redford Union athletics fan Jimmy Rollins was presented w ith  the "Panther o f 
the Year" award on Feb. 11 by the school's Blue & Gold Club. Rollins, w ho is pictured w ith  
the award and several RU students, attends practically every home event at RU and 
several o f the Panthers' away contests.

Banner day for RU baseball team

Members o f Redford Union's baseball program celebrated the end to  a 15-year 
championship drought during a banner-hanging ceremony held Feb. 13 prior to  the 
Panthers' boys basketball game against Livonia Clarenceville. Under the direction o f 
head coach Bob Miller, the Panthers won the Western Wayne Athletic Conference Red 
Division. Pictured (top row  from left) are Miller, Vince Diaz, Brendan McGurk, Dionne 
Gitchaway, Jackson Allison, Andrew Mersman, Nick Laidler, coach Jerry Mersman, 
(bottom  row from  le ft) Brendan Kirkoff, Tyler Hathaway, Keith Boggs, Corey Davis, Collin 
Dzadzio, Brandan Pratt, Tommie Lewis and Jimmy Rollins. Not pictured are Pat Wierimaa, 
Alex Shimmons and Jake Wakefield.

PREP W RESTLING

C a t h o l i c  C e n t r a l  g r a p p l e r s  

B a t t l e  C r e e k - b o u n d  a g a i n

By Brad Em ons
Staff Writer

Novi Detroit Catholic 
Central’s wrestling team 
appears to be on the fast 
track once again.

The Shamrocks se­
cured their seventh 
straight trip to the 
MHSAA Division 1 Elite 
Eight next week in Battle 
Creek by dominating 
Livonia Franklin, 75-6, in 
the Region 107 final 
Wednesday night at 
Westland John Glenn.

The three-time de­
fending state champs, 
who improved to 22-3 
overall, also routed Sa­
lem in the semifinals, 
69-9, while Franklin ad­
vanced with a 47-30 semi­
final win over Dearborn 
Fordson.

“We’re healthy, that’s 
big, and we’re confident,” 
CC coach Mitch Hancock 
said. “I love this team. 
We’re 22-3 on the year. 
And I look back on last 
year’s team and we went 
to the state tournament 
at 15-4, so for this team to 
be 22-3... we just found 
out we beat the Ohio 
Division 1 champion 
Brecksville, beat a good 
Dundee team, beat a 
good Hudson team and 
we beat some really 
quality teams. I’m proud 
of this team. They had a 
nice year so far, but 
we’re not done.”

The Shamrocks, cur­
rently ranked No. 4 in 
Division 1 by Michigan- 
Grappler.com, was seed­
ed third a year ago head­
ing into the quarterfinals 
at Kellogg Arena, the 
annual site of the team 
finals.

This year the Sham­
rocks will be joined by 
regional champions 
Brighton (No. 1), Anchor 
Bay (No. 2), Hartland 
(No. 3), Davison (No. 5), 
Grand Haven (No. 7), 
Monroe (No. 10) and 
Oxford (unranked).

“It may matter to 
others,” Hancock said of 
the upcoming seedings, 
“but we sort of have the 
mindset that you’ve got 
to line them up. We’re 
going to wrestle anyone 
they put in front of us. To 
us it doesn’t matter. We’ll 
wrestle anyone in the

state. I think we showed 
that when they seeded us 
at three and we had a 
good state tournament. 
We got a little bit a work 
to do and we got to stay 
healthy and get these 
guys ready to go.”

Scoring two pins on 
the night for the Sham­
rocks included Trevor 
Zdebski (130-135 pounds), 
who was a state champi­
on last year at 119; Nick 
Giese (189-215), who was 
third at 189; and Tyler 
Morland (171-189). 
Heavyweight Nick Jen­
kins also won both his 
matches.

Meanwhile, Myles 
Amine (160), who was 
state champ last year at 
140, never touched the 
mat as Franklin voided 
four weight classes in the 
regional final after fall­
ing behind 39-0 following 
the first seven matches.

In lieu of Saturday’s 
Division 1 individual 
regional at Saline, Frank­
lin coach Dave Chiola 
opted not to put any of 
his six individual region­
al qualifiers on the mat.

Collin Smith regis­
tered the lone win on a 
pin at 145 for the Patriots.

“Once it got out of 
hand, I didn’t see any 
point of putting them out 
there,” Chiola said. “We 
were down 40-0 or so by 
the time we had gotten to 
them. We didn’t have a 
119 weigh in or a 125, and 
our 103-pounder (Antonio 
Herrera) is not even 
wrestling Saturday, so we 
had to put two freshman 
out there, so we were 
basically given them 28 
points right there. And 
we lost at 215 so there 
was no point of risking 
injury. It would be pretty 
stupid if they got hurt.”

And the CC coach had 
no qualms with the deci­
sion made by Chiola, who 
has guided the Patriots to 
10 straight district team 
titles and a berth in last 
year’s Elite Eight.

“I give Dave (Chiola) 
all the credit in the 
world,” Hancock said. 
“He’s done a remarkable 
job at Livonia Franklin. 
He’s doing what is best 
for his team and just like 
I do what is best for my 
team also. If he felt the

voids were best for his 
team, so be it. He’s shown 
he can coach at the high­
est level and he has. 
There’s no hard feelings 
here.”

CC also won by four 
voids in its semifinal 
match against Salem, 
which received its only 
victories from Seth Dunn 
on a pin at 145 followed 
by a 14-10 decision from 
Caleb McCabe at 152.

“They’re the returning 
three- or four-year in a 
row state champs, so I 
just wanted my guys to 
go out there and give it 
their best shot, wrestle 
tough,” Salem assistant 
coach Jeremy Hender­
son said of the Sham­
rocks,

The Rocks ended then- 
season at 16-7 overall.

Meanwhile, Franklin 
got off to a 18-0 lead 
against Fordson, only to 
fall behind 30-27 before 
regional champion Na­
than Atienza (145) put the 
Patriots ahead to stay 
with a pin.

“On paper we thought 
it was going to be close, 
but we had a couple of 
kids out of our lineup 
because of injuries and 
they (Fordson) had a 
couple of kids not show 
up,” Franklin coach Dave 
Chiola said. “It could 
have gone either way, but 
we ended up winning 
more matches.”

Franklin ended its 
dual meet season with a 
15-7 record.

“It was about what I 
expected,” Chiola said. 
“Basically it was going to 
be a rough season to 
begin with because we 
had a lot of guys at the 
same weight. We had 
some days that were 
really good and some 
days that were really 
bad. It was really up-and- 
down. We’ve got to get 
some more consistency 
for sure. Winning Ob- 
serverland (Invitational) 
... I don’t think we 
planned on winning that 
this year and we won our 
district. It was kind of in 
the middle, I thought. We 
had six seniors, but the 
nucleus of our team is 
coming back, so we’re 
pretty happy about that.”

»
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COLLEGE H O CKEY

E x - P a t r i o t  s e t t i n g  t h e  ‘ P a c e ’ 

f o r  G r a n d  V a l l e y  S t a t e  i c e r s

By Ed W right
Staff Writer

The odds were stacked 
against Ryan Pace during last 
fall’s tryouts for the Grand 
Valley State University club 
hockey teams — kind of like 
the odds he would face if he 
was the T  in a 4-on-l break­
away.

Close to 200 skaters, in­
cluding the former Livonia 
Franklin blue-liner, were look­
ing to fill just 50 open spots and 
keep their competitive hockey 
careers alive for the Lakers* 
Division 2 and 3 teams.

Unfazed, Pace not only 
made the school’s D3 club 
team, he is excelling as a de­
fenseman for the squad that 
took a 20-13 record into Friday 
night’s American Collegiate

Hockey Association playoff 
game against Saginaw Valley 
State University.

A pair of victories this 
weekend in Farmington would 
propel the Lakers into the 
ACHA Division III national 
tournament set for later this 
month in Pelham, Ala.

“There is really a high level 
of hockey played in this league, 
so I’ve definitely enjoyed it,” 
said Pace, a freshman majoring 
in nursing. “We’ll end up play­
ing around 35 games against 
some good teams.”

Pace started playing “house” 
hockey in elementary school in 
Dearborn Heights. As his skills 
sharpened, he was promoted to 
travel teams in Farmington 
before playing three seasons at 
Franklin.

He had an up-close perspec­

tive on the steady rise to re­
spectability for the Patriots, 
who have already carved out 10 
victories during the 2014-15 
campaign.

“We struggled my first year 
at Franklin, but then we started 
to turn the corner when coach 
(Dennis) Gagnon came on 
board,” Pace said. “I’m not 
surprised they’re doing as well 
as they are this season.”

Pace said his on-ice minutes 
have increased steadily 
throughout the season.

The defenseman’s strong 
play during his initial season at 
GVSU will help his stock dur­
ing next fall’s tryouts, during 
which he will compete for a 
roster spot on the school’s D2 
roster.

ew right@ hom etow nlife .com Ryan Pace
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C h u r c h i l l  r u n s  

p a s t  N o v i  in  

K L A A  p l a y o f f  

o p e n e r

By Brad Em ons
Staff Writer

Going forward in the KLAA 
boys basketball playoffs, Livo­
nia Churchill coach Jim Solak 
would like nothing better than 
to clone this one.

That because the host Char­
gers put together their most 
complete outing of season 
Friday night by dismantling 
visiting Novi, 74-49, to advance 
to Wednesday’s Kensington 
Conference semifinal.

“If we can play like this we 
can beat anybody, I don’t care 
who you are,” said Solak, 
whose team improved to 12-5 
overall. “We know our next 
opponent (Livonia Stevenson) 
is going to be difficult. We got 
to enjoy it, still learn from it 
and still keep it going. It’s nice 
to have a performance like this 
against a really good, well 
coached Novi team. It’s big win 
for us.”

None was better on this 
night offensively than 6-foot-2 
junior guard Joan Andoni, who 
seemed like his old self after 
battling season-long injuries.

Andoni, who set the school 
scoring record last year as a 
sophomore with 39 points 
against Wayne Memorial, 
scored 18 of his game-high 27 
in the first half as the Chargers 
roared out to a 44-21 halftime 
advantage.

Normally a three-point 
shooting specialist, Andoni 
made a living this night at the 
foul line going 18-of-21.

“Joan has been fighting 
injury and he’s been doing the 
things he needs to do to get 
back on the floor,” Solak said. 
“Every week his minutes have 
increased. And we were wait­
ing for that day and today was 
it. He got to the free throw line. 
That’s triple of the amount of 
free throws he’s had all year 
that he shot today. He can play 
like that and we’ve been wait­
ing for it all year. We didn’t 
push it. The biggest game of 
the year he stepped up, and I’m 
proud of him.”

Not to be outdone was 6-2 
junior swingman Jon Hover- 
male, who finished with 18

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Novi's Jay Duarte (center) goes up fo r a rebound contested by Churchill's 
Brian Alsobrooks (left) and Brett Bonarek (right) during Friday's KLAA 
playoff opener.

points, five steals and four 
assists. Hovermale and senior 
forward Brett Bonarek (nine 
points) each connected on 
three of Churchill’s 10 triples 
on the night.

“Jon has been struggling a 
little bit, but he stayed within 
himself today,” Solak said.
“And he played like the three- 
year starter that he is today.
He made some big shots. He 
led the team when Dayton 
Davis got in foul trouble early. 
He did everything he needed to 
do tonight. He refused to lose.”

Novi, which dropped its 
fourth straight after winning 10 
in row, slipped to 11-6 overall.

The Wildcats got six first- 
quarter points from senior 
guard Max Yanke, but still 
trailed 22-11.

“They played much, much 
harder than we did,” Novi 
coach Brandon Sinawi said of 
the Chargers. “That’s my take 
from it. They had some great 
offensive performances. Ando­
ni hit 18 free throws tonight, so 
he was getting to the basket 
with ease. So when you go out 
and play hard as a team, you’re 
probably going to win most 
games. Churchill did a great 
job of proving that tonight.”

Junior point-guard Kam 
Hankerson scored a team-best 
14 for Novi, while Traveon 
Maddox, Jr. added seven.

Churchill, however, bottled 
up Novi's top scoring threats 
by switching early to a zone

defense.
“Our plan was to change up 

defenses a lot,” Solak said. 
“They were struggling shoot­
ing and we thought maybe we 
could give different looks at 
them. Their man-to-man of­
fense is much better than their 
zone offense. They were get­
ting to the basket on us and 
they’re big guys got some looks 
inside on the seal, so we had to 
make a change and the boys 
executed the change.”

Novi committed eight turn­
overs alone in the second quar­
ter while being outscored 22-10.

“It’s funny, we practiced it 
yesterday,” Sinawi said. “We 
knew they run that ‘13,’ that 
little 1-3-1 (zone) and kind of 
match-up zone. We knew they 
run it. I hadn’t played against 
Jimmy (Solak) for a long time. 
We prepared for it. We just 
didn’t execute. It gave us trou­
ble. It frustrated our players 
and it frustrated me more 
because we planned for it. 
That’s why I was upset.”

The Wildcats were unable to 
cut into Churchill’s big half­
time lead during the third quar­
ter as the Chargers nailed 
three more triples to take a 
commanding 59-34 advantage 
heading into the fourth.

Novi was whistled for three 
technical fouls in the second 
half, including two on the 
bench as they could only watch 
helplessly as the Chargers 
dissected them from all angles.

BO Y S  PREP BASKETBALL

L u t h e r a n  W e s t l a n d  s t r i k e s  

i t  r i c h  a t  c h a r i t y  s t r i p e

Warriors can 37 

free throws in 62-51 

victory over HVL

By Ed W right
Staff Writer

The bottom line in Thursday 
night’s compelling boys basket­
ball encounter between Luther­
an Westland and Huron Valley 
Lutheran turned out to be the 
one 15 feet from the basket that 
the Warriors squared their toes 
up with 46 times.

Defying their average-at- 
best season-long performance 
at the free-throw line (56 per­
cent), the Warriors cashed in on 
37 of their 46 freebies (80 per­
cent) on the way to posting a 
62-51 victory over their Cowan 
Road neighbors.

Powering the Warriors’ trop­
ical night at the stripe were 
leading scorer Zach Burk (20 
points) and Luke Smith (16 
points), both of whom swished 
10 of their 13 attempts.

Zach Anger was a perfect 
8-for-8 from the line — just a 
little better than teammate 
Kory Barikmo, who missed 
only one of his eight tries.

The victory improved the 
Warriors’ record to 8-7 overall 
and 6-4 in the Michigan In­
dependent Athletic Conference.

HVL, which is still looking 
for its first-ever victory over 
the Warriors, slipped to 4-11 and 
3-6, respectively.

What led to the winners’ 
blizzard of free throws was a 
44-27 rebounding advantage, 
which forced the smaller 
Hawks to foul at an accelerated 
rate.

“It was an absolute battle 
around the basket to get re­
bounds,” LW head coach Jim 
Hoeft said. “We were just try­
ing to protect the ball after we 
secured the rebounds. I think 
the refs did as good a job as 
they could to keep from calling 
even more fouls than they did.”

Fittingly, the Warriors’ 46th 
and 47th free throws came with 
just 0.4 seconds left on the 
clock when Brent Croft was 
fouled near mid-court.

The Warriors are fortunate 
their marksmanship from the 
line was as proficient as it was 
considering they made just 27

ED WRIGHT
Lutheran Westland's Zach Anger 
draws a fou l while driving to  the 
basket Thursday night against 
Huron Valley Lutheran.

percent of their two-point tries 
and only 1 of 5 three-point 
shots.

Senior guard Austin Bell led " 
the Hawks with 27 points, but it 
took him 34 shots to do so.

“We played a 1-3-1 zone for 
the most part because we knew 
[Bell] liked to penetrate the 
middle and either pull up or try ' 
to get to the rim,” Hoeft said. 
“Sometimes it’s OK if a guy like ' 
that gets his points, as long as 
somebody else doesn’t get go­
ing too.”

Jordan Runstadler scored 
nine points for the Hawks while 
Nick Doletsky netted seven. No ; 
other Hawk scored more than • 
three.

LW led by as much as 18-9 in 
the first half before HVL bat­
tled back to within 28-24 when 
Bell converted a layup off a 
steal just a few seconds before 
the halftime buzzer sounded.

HVL drew even at 29-all 
with six minutes left in the 
third stanza when Runstadler 
swished a slick eight-foot tear­
drop.

But after Anger drained two 
free throws — what else? —14 
seconds later, the Warriors 
would never trail again.

The hosts trailed by a man­
ageable 52-47 deficit with 2:10 
to play, but the Warriors twined 
six consecutive free throws to 
seal the deal.

ew right@ hom etow nlife . com

ROCKETS
C o n t in u e d  f r o m  P a g e  B1

scoring 11 first-quarter points 
(before finishing with 12) to 
help stake his team to a 14-11 
advantage.

Foul-plagued Edwards 
played less than half the game, 
but managed nine rebounds and 
nine points — six the result of 
three monstrous dunks.

The bulk of Northville’s 
offense came from the inside- 
outside duo of David Morrissey, 
who drained five triples and 
scored 22 points, and Nathan 
Kellum, who netted 17 points in 
his first action since he suf­
fered a dislocated knee in game 
five.

“Their pressure defense 
affected us and made it hard for 
us to run what we were trying 
to run,” said Northville head 
coach Todd Sander. “They play 
such sticky defense. We don’t 
see a lot of that and we had a lot

of young kids out there, who we 
were asking to do a lot. Tonight 
will make us better in the long 
run.”

Whenever Morrissey was 
able to set his feet and square 
his shoulders — which was 
often — he was a perimeter 
nightmare for the Rockets.

“David is a special player,” 
Sander said. “He’s been our 
leading scorer all season. He’s 
more than just a shooter; he’s a 
terrific player. He played his 
guts out tonight like he always 
does.”

The 6-foot-8, long-armed 
Kellum provided an added di­
mension for the Mustangs, who 
will be a dangerous team to 
encounter down the stretch.

Northville made just 8 of 17 
free throws while the Rockets 
were only 7-for-21 from the 
stripe.

Nick Wilds grabbed nine 
rebounds for the Mustangs 
while Roberts snatched seven.

The Rockets’ relentless pres­
sure-packed defense created 22

Northville turnovers.

Spartans surprise Chiefs
Just weeks after suffering a 

28-point loss to Canton, Livonia 
Stevenson registered a 76-67 
victory over the Chiefs in Fri­
day night’s first round Kensing­
ton Conference playoff match­
up featuring the fourth-seed 
Spartans and top-seed Canton.

“Even though we lost by 28 
points the first time we played 
them, I felt good going into 
tonight’s game," revealed Ste­
venson head coach Kareem 
Smartt, whose team improved 
to 8-9. “I told our guys all week 
that nobody is 28 points better 
than us. Even though their best 
player (Greg Williams) scored 
39 points, I thought we played 
good defense because we shut 
everybody else down.”

The Spartans’ big win sets up 
a highly-anticipated semifinal 
game against Livonia Churchill, 
which knocked off Novi on 
Friday (see related story on B3). 
Smartt said the crosstown class

is tentatively set for Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. at Stevenson.

Stevenson was paced by a 
likely source of points — senior 
guard Noah Campbell, who 
scored 26 — and an unlikely one 
— sophomore guard Ian Knoph, 
who torched the nets for a ca­
reer-high 21 points, including 12 
in the fourth quarter.

Unlikely at least to those not 
familiar with the Spartans’ 
program.

“Being a sophomore, Ian 
wants to do the right things 
every game so he can keep 
playing,” Smartt said. “But 
tonight we told him there were 
no restrictions and to just go out 
and play. Everybody who 
watches him in practice every 
day knows that he’s capable of 
what he did tonight.”

Williams did everything in 
his power to help the Chiefs 
advance as 14 of his points came 
during the final eight minutes.

Stevenson grabbed a 20-13 
first-quarter lead before carry­
ing a 38-33 edge into the break.

The Spartans kept the pressure 
on their hosts in the third quar­
ter when they built a 55-41 lead.

The Spartans were sizzling at 
the free-throw line, where they 
buried 26 of 31 attempts.

Gino D’Agostino scored eight 
points for the winners, who 
were also bolstered by strong 
second-half play from Nolan 
Bradford and Jailen Webber.

Patriots upended
Milford defeated host Livo­

nia Franklin (0-17), 60-48, Friday 
night in a KLAA consolation 
game.

Freshman Mark Mettie and 
junior Joe Chinavare led the 
Patriots with 11 points a piece. 
Sophomore guard Johnny Can­
trell added eight for the Patri­
ots, who also received a strong 
debut effort from freshman 
Paytin Harris, who scored six. '

Milford led 13-11 after one 
quarter, 22-19 at the half and 
39-31 with eight minutes to play. ;

ew right@ hom etow nlife . com
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R o s e  t h o r n  i n  C h u r c h i l l ’ s  s i d e

PREP S W IM M IN G

R U  s w i m m e r s  a r e n ’ t

j u s t  t r e a d i n g  w a t e r

ED WRIGHT
Pictured (from left) are Redford Union swimming-and-diving 
team members Luke Hebner, Andrew Mersman, Josh Smith, 
Stuart Didonato (team manager), Jamison Ortiz, Ray Samuel, 
head coach Stuart Mair and Jimmy Smith. Not pictured is 
assistant coach Austin Abair.

By T im  S m ith
Staff Writer

For a while Thursday, 
it seemed Plymouth’s 
Kendall Rose was supply­
ing the only heat on an 
Arctic-like evening in 
metro Detroit.

Rose set a new team 
record with 33 points — 
including 23 in the first 
half — to spark the host 
Wildcats to a 55-40 vic­
tory over Livonia Chur­
chill in a KLAA varsity 
girls basketball second- 
round playoff game.

Yet after the contest, 
the soft-spoken Rose 
wanted none of the spot­
light, instead deflecting 
praise to her hard-work­
ing teammates.

“I was just happy that 
my teammates were able 
to get me the ball, and 
they were getting open 
too,” Rose said. “And 
them driving and kicking 
it (out) to me gave me the 
ability to have open 
shots.”

Wildcats head coach 
Nick Brandon, whose 
team (16-2) will face 
campus-rival Salem 7 
p.m. Thesday in the con­
ference title matchup, 
praised Rose for still 
knocking down shots 
even with the Chargers 

- trying to get in her face.
; “She’s had an amazing 
’ season,” Brandon said. 
“What’s really incredible 

‘ about what she’s able to 
do is other teams know 
that. I know for a fact 
that Churchill is a very,

! very well-coached team 
and they know what No.
11 is able to do.”

Contributing 12 points 
; and a team-leading six 
rebounds was Plymouth 
senior post Patti Begoske 
while senior point guard 
Courtney LaVallee 
scored five.

For the Chargers 
" (11-6), sophomore center 
Anne Yost registered 13 
points and eight re­
bounds. Senior guard 

! Natalie Spala chipped in 
with 10.

Sm ash ing success
It actually was the 

second time this season 
Rose set a new Plymouth

scoring mark. She tallied 
32 points earlier this 
season against Livonia 
Franklin.

Brandon added that 
“the best part about Ken­
dall is I know the school 
record doesn’t mean as 
much to her as the win 
does and I know she’s 
genuine about that. She’s 
a real team player. She’s 
going to credit her team­
mates and she should, 
because her teammates 
did an excellent job.”

They did, especially 
with hard-charging de­
fensive pressure that 
forced Churchill into 
turning the ball over on 
20 occasions. Yet Rose 
still had to display the 
finishing touch, which 
she did time after time.

“We know how good a 
shooter Kendall is and we 
needed to make sure that 
we closed out on her at 
all times in the first half 
and we didn’t do that,” 
Chargers head coach 
Matt McCowan said. “She 
took advantage because 
she’s a really good play­
er.”

In the first half, the 
Chargers (11-6) got off to 
a quick 4-0 lead on buck­
ets by Jaelah Rivers and 
Natalie Spala before 
Rose scored to put the 
Wildcats on the board.

Rose gave Plymouth 
its first lead of the night 
at 5-4 midway through 
the quarter when she 
drained a trey from the 
right wing.

She followed with 
another 3-ball from the 
opposite side of the floor 
with 2:41 to play in the 
first, making it 9-4 with 
Rose scoring all of her 
team’s points.

On target
Plymouth carried a 

15-6 lead into the second 
quarter and Rose con­
tinued her onslaught with 
a jumper and two more 
triples — both from the 
left corner.

Her fifth 3-ball of the 
opening half gave the 
Wildcats a 29-13 cushion; 
she scored 22 of those 
points.

It was a 34-15 Ply­
mouth lead at halftime,

and that’s when McCo­
wan made some adjust­
ments to give Rose a 
little less room to work 
her sweet string magic.

“We put a little more 
pressure on her and she 
still had 10 in the second 
half because she’s a good 
player,” McCowan said. 
“We just put ourselves in 
a huge hole in the first 
half, that’s two games in 
a row now that we’ve 
come out and not played 
well in the first half.”

Churchill tightened up 
considerably on defense 
in the third, shutting 
down Rose until 10.2 
seconds remained in the 
frame (when she made 
two free throws).

In the meantime, the 
Chargers started to dom­
inate in the paint, with 
strong work by Yost and 
senior center Hannah 
Pummill (seven re­
bounds).

Churchill sliced the 
deficit to 38-31 with 1:09 
remaining in the third on 
a layup by Pummill.

Too m any freebies
But the Wildcats 

bumped that up to 40-31 
entering the fourth and 
benefited from the Char­
gers being in early foul 
trouble.

Plymouth kept going 
up to the charity stripe 
and expanding the lead. 
For the game, the Wild­
cats hit 24 of 32 free- 
throw attempts; Chur­
chill made just three of 
13 tries.

“We spent too much 
energy coming back,” 
McCowan said. “There 
was a point where we got 
it back to (seven)... we 
fouled too much and they 
made their free throws.”

Brandon said his team 
“definitely grinded” out 
the victory in the second 
half.
CANTON 43, WLN 25: In a KLAA 

tournament consolation game Thursday, 
the Chiefs held Walled Lake Northern to just six points in the second half.Erin Hult (15 points), Madison Archibald (13 points) and Brianna finn (eight points) led the Canton offense."Extremely happy with how the girls 
played defensively," Canton head coach 
Kevin Palmer said. "Offensively we were 
playing against zone, which is something 
we normally struggle against."

tsm ith@ hom etow nlife .com  

Twitter: @Tim Sm ith_Sports

Panthers showing 

steady improvement 

under new coach Mair

By Ed W r ig h t
Staff Writer

One precision-coated 
stroke at a time, Redford 
Union’s boys swimming 
and diving team is regain­
ing its footing under first- 
year head coach Stuart 
Mair.

The short-handed 
Panthers — who have 
competed most of this 
season with just seven 
athletes — are making 
slow but steady progress 
as they navigate through 
a schedule that is jam- 
packed with deeper, 
more-experienced oppo­
nents.

Earlier this month, the 
team’s progression was 
reflected in its first vic­
tory over Redford Thur­
ston in several years.

“We enjoy each other; 
it’s a tight-knit team be­
cause of our size,” said 
Mair, a Redford Township 
resident who coached the 
Panthers in the 1990s 
before founding a year- 
round swimming club in 
Walled Lake. “If we had 
two more swimmers, we 
could have four or five 
more wins.

“My style is to focus 
on technique and to not 
over-train. I don’t believe 
in the boot-camp ap­
proach. If you teach them 
to swim the strokes prop­
erly and don’t over-work 
them, they’ll stay enthusi­
astic and more fresh than 
they would be otherwise.”

While the Panthers 
have received most of 
their point production 
this winter from their 
three seniors — Luke 
Hebner, Andrew Mers­
man and Jimmy Smith — 
Mair emphasized that it’s 
been a complete team 
effort from the first day 
of practice.

“The seniors have 
done a great job, but 
everyone has had to be 
their own leader,” said 
Mair, who is assisted by 
RU graduate Austin 
Abair. “Other than our 
three seniors, not of our 
guys had any competitive 
swimming experience 
prior to this season.
We’ve actually been able 
to hold our own and stay 
close to teams lately. You 
can definitely see im­
provement.”

In addition to the sen­
iors, the Panthers’ roster 
is filled out by freshman 
Josh Smith (the younger 
brother of Jimmy), sopho­
mores Jamison Ortiz and 
Ray Samuel, and Mac 
Keyandwy. Stuart Did­
onato has served as the 
team’s manager.

After competing for 
Wayne State University’s 
swimming-and-diving 
team, the Detroit Catholic 
Central graduate served 
as a graduate assistant 
coach at the University of 
Michigan, where he 
soaked in specific train­
ing philosophies prac­
ticed by many of the 
country’s top coaches, 
including U of M’s Jon 
Urbanchek.

“I learned their high- 
quality, high-technique

program that doesn’t 
emphasize quantity,” 
Mair said. “You teach the 
athletes to swim smart 
and stay fresh. You want 
to create a passion for the 
sport, not burn them out.”

After coaching at RU 
in the mid-90s, Mair took 
his coaching skills to 
Walled Lake, where he 
helped mentor middle 
school and high school 
swimmers for approxi­
mately seven years. He 
then founded the Lakes 
Area Tridents, a year- 
round club that has 
helped several swimmers 
earn college scholarships.

“Starting a club was 
always my dream, and I 
really enjoyed my time 
there,” he said. “But I live 
in Redford, so I’d get 
home most nights at 10 
p.m. and I was away most 
weekends, so I felt it was 
time to step away.

“I had no intention of 
getting back into coach­
ing until I saw an ad in 
the paper about the open­
ing at Redford Union. I 
ignored it the first time I 
saw it, but I decided to 
look into it eventually, 
and I’m glad I did. It’s 
worked out really, really 
well.”

ew right@ hom etow nlife .com

Experiencing Vision Loss?
* Consider a Low Vision 

Evaluation
M a c u la r  D e g en e ra t io n  • H ea d  Injury 

Diabetic  R etinop athy  • Stroke

Dr. John P. Jacobi, OD, FCOVD

877-677-2020
www.LowVisionofMichigan.com

W A R N I N G !
H I P  I M P L A N T  

R E C A L L E D ?
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

C O M P E N S A T IO N
FOR PAIN AND SUFFERING

CALL NOW  
1 -8 0 0 -L A W -F IR M

A M E R IC A ’S  LA W  F IR M  
R e c o m m e n d e d  b y  Doctors. 

FREE BLOOD TEST 
NO CHARGE FOR REVISION 

( if  necessary)

Metal-on-Metal hip replacements may lead to:
• Hip Swelling
• Revision Surgery
• Hip Pain

• Leg Pain
• Groin Pain
• A Limp or Change in 

Walking Ability

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 9 - 3 4 7 6
CALL NOW TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY 

CALLS ARE AN SW ERED  24/7 FREE CONSULTATION
This is attorney advertising. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertising. 1-800-LAW-FIRM is responsible for the content of this advertising 1-800-LAW-FIRM is located at 26700 Lasher Rd. suite 400. Southfield. Ml 48033. The firm has attorneys licensed in Michigan, but associates with attorneys throughout the country.

The following vehicles have been deem ed abandoned in the Township of Redford by the Redford Township Police 
Departm ent and are to be sold, as is, at open auction on Saturday, the 28th day of February, 2015, at North Redford 
Towing, 25215 Glendale, Redford, MI 48239. Vehicles can be viewed on the auction date. Registered owners will 
be allowed to pick up their vehicles prior to the start of the auction. Check www.nrtowing.com for the current list.

2004 BUICK 4D 1G4HP52K244144038 LESABRE FORFEITURE 1404865 1
2002 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1W H55K029151397 IMPALA ABANDONED 1408473 2
1996 DODGE 4D 1B3EJ56H4TN234941 STRATUS ACCIDENT 1408707 3
2004 FORD VA 1FTNE24W 44HB47866 E250 ACCIDENT 1408800 4
2001 CHRYSLER SW 2C8GP74L71R407939 TOWN&CON ARREST 1409024 5
2002 CHEVROLET SW 1GNCS18W 92K179515 BLAZER ARREST 1409062 6
2001 SATURN 4D 1G8JU52F81Y505188 ARREST 1409082 7
2000 FORD 4D 1FAFP56SXYG125723 TAURUS ARREST 1409084 8
2003 DODGE 2D 4B3AG42G13E085701 STRATUS ACCIDENT 1409087 9
1998 FORD 2D 3FAKP1138W R214221 ESCORT ABANDONED 1409195 10
1999 BUICK 4D 2G4W B52K4X1621512 REGAL ABANDONED 1409220 11
2004 HONDA 4D JH M ES96684S016536 CIVIC ARREST 1409349 12
1995 CHEVROLET 2D 1GNCT18W 5S2148131 BLAZER ARREST 1409498 13
2001 MERCURY 4D 2MEFM7 4W 41X652319 GRANDMAR ACCIDENT 1409560 14
2000 PLYMOUTH 4D 1P3ES46C7YD635410 NEON ACCIDENT 1409583 15
2006 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1ZT51806F174116 MALIBU ARREST 1409624 16
2005 FORD 4D 1FAFP34N05W 241208 FOCUS ACCIDENT 1500100 17
2001 FORD 4D 1FAFP38301W 315360 FOCUS ACCIDENT 1500193 18
1999 BUICK 4D 1G4HP52K6XH40068 LESABRE ARREST 1500198 19
1999 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1ND52T1X6250426 ACCIDENT 1500210 20
2003 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1JC52F737278134 CAVALIER ARREST 1500346 21
2007 PONTIAC 4D 2G2W P552071125368 GRANDPRIX FIRE 1500396 22
2001 OLDSMOBILE 4D 1G3GR64H614108401 ALERO ABANDONED 1500490 24
2004 FORD 4D 1FAFP53U84G104689 TAURUS ABANDONED 1500494 25
2008 DODGE 4D 2B3LA43R58H313582 CHARGER ACCIDENT 1500569 27
2001 OLDSMOBILE 4D 1G3GS64C714142808 AURORA ARREST 1500573 28
2004 PONTIAC 4D 1G2NE52F84C194730 GRANDAM ABANDONED 1500606 29
1995 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1W L52M1S1185609 LUMINA ACCIDENT 1500607 30
2004 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1W F52E249456729 IMPALA ARREST 1500624 31
2007 MERCURY 4D 4M 2YU81177KJ14017 MARINER ARREST 1500712 32
2002 DODGE PU 1D7HA16K42J228018 RAM ABANDONED 1500719 33
2008 DODGE 4D 2B3KA43R78H113041 CHARGER ABANDONED 1500720 34
2002 FORD SW 2FMZA52412BB68955 WINDSTAR ABANDONED 1500752 35
2000 CHEVROLET 2D 1G1JC124XY7233378 CAVALIER ARREST 1500797 37
1998 LINCOLN 2D 1LNFM92V8WY605627 ABANDONED 1500871 41
2003 FORD 4D 1FAFP5223G184873 TAURUS ARREST TITLE 42
1996 MERCURY 4D 2MELM75W9TX663644 GRANDMAR ACCIDENT TITLE 43
1999 PONTIAC 2D 1G2NE12T2XM808572 GRANDAM ACCIDENT TITLE 44
2003 ISUZU SW 4S2CK58W 134305571 ACCIDENT TITLE 45
2002 BUICK 4D 1G4HR54K92U125569 ACCIDENT TITLE 46
2002 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1ND52JX2M519347 MALIBU ACCIDENT TITLE 47
Publish: February 1 9 , 2 0 1 5  LO-0000232018 4<6

PREP H O CKEY  RO U NDU P

Spartans, ‘Cats tie 1-1
By Ed W r ig h t

Staff Writer

Nate Sudek’s short- 
handed goal in the sec­
ond period helped Livo­
nia Stevenson earn a 1-1 
draw with visiting Ply­
mouth in a KLAA cross­
over game played Fri­
day night at Eddie Edgar 
Arena.

Following a scoreless 
first period, Josh Smith 
scored a goal to give the 
Wildcats a short-lived 
lead.

Cullen Barber was in 
goal for the Spartans, 
whose record stands at 
14-5-5. Plymouth is now 
13-7-3.

Chargers d ipped
Host Walled Lake 

Northern scored a goal 
with less than a minute 
to play Friday night to 
edge Livonia Churchill,

4-3, in a KLAA cross­
over game.

The loss left the Char­
gers with a record of 
6-12-3.

Senior captain Dylan 
Smith had a stellar game 
for the Chargers, netting 
a goal and an assist.

Churchill’s first goal 
was scored by Justin 
Reinholtz and assisted 
by Smith. Parker Hodg­
es tallied the Chargers’ 
second lamp-lighter off 
a helper from Justin 
O’Brien.

Smith then scored in 
the third period off a 
pass from Reinholtz.

The Chargers return 
to action on Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. when they host 
West Bloomfield at Ed­
die Edgar Arena. Chur­
chill will be celebrating 
“Senior Night.”

ew right@ hom etow nlife .com

CITY OF WESTLAND 
2015 ANIMAL LICENSES

Licenses m ust be obtained on or before Monday, March
2, 2015 for all anim als age four (4) months or older. A  
statem ent of rabies vaccination m ust be presented upon 
applying for an anim al license. Beginning Tuesday, March
3, 2015, a $5.00 penalty w ill be assessed. Licenses m ay be 
purchased at:

WESTLAND CITY CLERK’S OFFICE, 36300 Warren Rd. 
OR

MICHIGAN HUMANE SOCIETY, 37255 M arquette

EILEEN DeHART-SCHOOF, CMC 
WESTLAND CITY CLERK

Publish: February 2 2  &  2 6 ,  2 0 1 5  U M 000231498 2X:

A M E R IC A N  M O N T E SS O R I ACADEM Y
American Montessori Academy, a Tuition-Free Public 
School Academy, announces its Open Enrollment 
period for the 2015-2016 school year for grades K-6. 
Applications may be picked up at the Academy lower 
campus: 14800 Middlebelt Road, Livonia, MI, 48154.

3/9/15 -  3/23/15 Open Enrollment for new applicants

3/9 - 3/23, 9:30 a.m. -  3:00 p.m. (Mon-Fri)
* 3/14 10:00 a.m. -  12:00 p.m.
* 3/16 9:30 a.m. -  6:30 p.m.

If enrollment applications exceed the number of 
available spaces, a random selection will be held at 
AMA lower campus, 14800 Middlebelt Road on March 
31, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
Publish: February 2 2 ,  2 0 1 5 ______________________________________________________ l o -oooo232316 2x 3
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Ramsey Dowgiallo o f Westland soaks up the scenery in Minnesota.
SUBMITTED

WESTLAND MAN SHARES LOVE OF 
THE WILD THROUGH CANOE TRIPS

SUBMITTED
Ramsey Dowgiallo o f Westland shows o ff a pike he caught in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness in Minnesota. He leads canoe trips to  the area May-October. His guide and o u tfitte r 
company is Wilderness Journey in Novi.

SUBMITTED
A moose takes a bath in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in Minnesota.

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Attitude is everything in the wilder­
ness.

A positive attitude can help you keep 
a cool head when a 1,000-pound bull 
moose charges straight for your canoe.

It can quell nerves as firefighters 
help you portage while 100,000 acres of 
forest burn all around you.

And it will keep spirits high when 
rain soaks through your leaf-and-fern- 
lined shelter.

“Attitude, it’s huge,” said Ramsey 
Dowgiallo, a Westland resident who 
leads trips through the Boundary Wa­
ters Canoe Area Wilderness in north­
eastern Minnesota. “I had a couple book 
a 14-day trip for their 30th anniversary. 
They had never done anything like that. 
They did great, even when we had tough 
weather and wind. They were troupers.

“I’ve been very lucky in all these 
years,” he said, recalling only one diffi­
cult client since opening his business, 
Wilderness Journey, 10 years ago in 
Novi. “Only one person wouldn’t pitch 
in and I like to see everyone pitch in.
But that is one out of about 1,000 people 
that I’ve ever had a problem with. Most 
people have a great attitude.

“I’m always trying to teach them. I’m 
always upbeat. I’m an interpreter be­
tween modern man and the wilderness. 
It’s my job to teach people how to re­
spect wildlife, wilderness, weather. It’s 
not like we’re just going out to the 
beach.”

Variety o f trips
Dowgiallo tailors trips to suit his 

customers’ interests and outdoor skills. 
He brings fresh food on the journey and 
cooks up fish caught along the way. 
Clients sleep in tents and learn wilder­
ness skills as they paddle along with 
fishing gear or cameras. Approximately 
75 percent of the trips he leads from 
May-October are fishing-related. His 
company also attracts wildlife lovers 
eager to photograph animals and the 
dramatic scenery, while enhancing 
their survival skills.

He’ll talk about topwater fishing in 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, 5-6 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26,1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 27, and 4:30-5:30 p.m. Sat­
urday, Feb. 28, at Outdoorama, at the 
Suburban Collection Showplace, 46100 
Grand River Ave., Novi. The show will 
include more than a dozen speakers on 
topics ranging from the art of deer 
calling to mushroom hunting, along 
with a jet ski simulator, deer processing

demonstration, trained dog sport show, 
a trout pond and more. The show runs 
3-9:30 p.m. Thursday, noon to 9:30 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday, and 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $10 
for adults, $4 for children, 6-14, and free 
for ages 5 and under.

Dowgiallo is a frequent speaker at 
outdoor events, clubs and conferences 
during the winter. He also runs a part- 
time flooring business during the off­
season.

When the weather begins to warm in 
mid-May, he returns to Minnesota’s 1.3

million-acre Boundary Waters, with its
1,000 lakes and rivers. He has canoed on 
220 lakes since he began visiting the 
area 25 years ago.

“You can spend the whole summer 
and not go over the same piece of wa­
ter.”

Survival skills
He credits his father for taking him 

fishing when he was a boy and his 
brothers for introducing him to moun­
tain climbing and camping when he was 
a teenager.

“I ’v e  h a d  j u s t  a b o u t  
e v e r y t h i n g  h a p p e n .  T h a t  
i s  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  k e e p s  m e  
g o in g .  E v e r y  t r i p  is  
d i f f e r e n t . . . . . ”
R AM SEY  DOWGIALLO

“I was always into the outdoors, but 
as far as primitive camping goes, I read 
a lot and watch a lot of survival shows 
and YouTbbe.”

He practices survival skills when he 
takes primitive trips alone, two-three 
times each season.

“I go into the woods with a quart of 
water and two power bars, a magne­
sium striker, no matches and no sleep­
ing bag,” he said. It was during solo 
trips that Dowgiallo, 52, faced a menac­
ing moose along the water and at his 
rain-soaked fern-and-leaf-lined shelter 
at night.

“Both times it was during the rut and 
I had been warned,” he said, recalling 
the loud bellow he heard while paddling 
alone years ago. “I had never heard a 
moose before. I responded by making 
the same noise. Yeah, that was a huge 
mistake .1 backed up and hit the shore. 
When it was five feet from me it 
stopped. I’ve been in close proximity to 
bear and wolves, but my moose inter­
action was the most scared I ever was.

“I’ve had just about everything hap­
pen. That is one thing that keeps me 
going. Every trip is different. You never 
know what you’ll run into.”

Reality show
He hopes his wilderness experiences 

and skills will help him land a spot on 
the Discovery Channel show, Naked, 
and Afraid, which pairs naked men and 
women to survive 21 days in the wilder­
ness. Teams find food, make shelter and 
clothing from nature.

“I think I’d do well on that show. I get 
along with everyone — it’s part of being 
a good guide. You have to be a good 
listener and know how to talk with peo­
ple, not at them.”

Another of his dreams is to book deaf 
and hearing impaired clients for trips 
through the Boundary Waters. Dow­
giallo is fluent in sign language and both 
of his parents were deaf. He hopes to 
work through clubs for deaf and hear­
ing impaired to line up trips.

For more information about Dow- 
giallo’s Wilderness Journey, visit go- 
wildernessjourney.com

Woman finds new washer after much research
L et me begin way back in 

the history of this col­
umn when I used to men­

tion names of certain busi­
nesses which I thought to be 
honest and deserving of 
some ink. That ended abrupt­
ly when an editor took me 
aside and explained that the 
intent of my column should 
have a purpose of always 
educating the reader.

So, I dropped the commer­
cial aspect immediately and 
have stuck to the informative 
side as best I can. You just 
have to respect the viewpoint 
of this paper to no end and 
although I have been asked 
to write for some other pa­
pers, I’m still here and proud 
of it.

During the last year, I 
mentioned the controversy in 
our home caused by a certain 
washing machine and tried to 
keep our new washer out of 
the picture. Before I tell you 
what that washer is I would 
like to thank the several hun­
dred readers who sent me an

Joe
Gagnon
APPLIANCE

DOCTOR

email asking the name brand. 
You have made me feel very 
important in providing you 
with information that makes 
you a smarter consumer. To 
all those folks who come to 
the local home improvement 
shows and introduce them­
selves and mention this col­
umn, you give this column a 
serious consequence.

Many of you remember 
the days I owned an appli­
ance store and sold a ton of 
Maytag washers for many 
years. In those days I gave 
away a commitment of a free 
five-year warranty on those 
products, and trust me, it 
didn’t hurt my bottom line at 
all. In essence, they made the 
best washer in the industry 
at that time and today every 
service technician in Amer­

ica would tell you that is not 
the case today.

New  w asher
Let me inject an email I 

received from Debra in Ply­
mouth who makes a solid 
case for the clothes washer 
in our laundry room today.

Debra writes: “Just read 
your column in the Observer 
about Speed Queen and their 
five-year warranty. I recent­
ly had to say good-bye to my 
27-year-old Maytag washer 
and began the arduous task 
of looking for a replacement. 
The more research online 
that I did and the more I 
spoke with various salespeo­
ple, the more despondent I 
became that I would not find 
a washing machine like I was 
used to using. I kept hearing 
about “high efficiency” cou­
pled with complaints about 
water levels and clothes 
needing two or three rinse 
cycles to get all of the soap 
residue out, about how they 
“don’t make them like they

used to,” and that the new 
models only last (if you’re 
lucky) about eight to 10 
years. About locking lids and 
fancy digital displays (more 
to go wrong).

“I didn’t know what to do! 
Then I spoke with a very 
knowledgeable salesman at a 
certain store who showed me 
a Speed Queen washer. Sim­
ple to use, a large enough tub 
for my needs and one of the 
last machines “made like 
they used to.” I was sold! I 
love my new Speed Queen! I 
encourage anyone who is in 
the market for a new wash­
ing machine to consider a 
Speed Queen. But get them 
while you can before govern­
ment regulations force them 
to change like all the others. 
After all, the bottom line is 
clean clothes and my new 
washer does just that with a 
minimal of fuss.”

Keeping it ethical
Now, doesn’t Debra’s 

email hit the message right

on the nose? One final note 
that makes this column all 
above board. Speed Queen 
does not advertise on radio 
or television, and their qual­
ity of manufacturing doesn’t 
require that they do so. Their 
recent announcement that 
their products carry a five- 
year full warranty shows 
their confidence in their 
products.

Speed Queen does not 
spend a penny with Joe Gag­
non and apparently they do 
not know my stand on ethics. 
Their sales manager sent me 
an email to inform me that 
my recent purchase was for 
free. I have not replied to 
him and will tell you that I 
paid full retail price for the 
Speed Queen. I think I’ll just 
let him believe he gave it to 
me and keep it between you 
and me. Stay tuned.

Joe G a g n o n  can be heard  at 8  a.m., 

Saturdays o n  W A A M  1600. You can 

e-m ail y o u r  p rob lem s a n d  questions  

o n  appliances to appldr@twm i.rr.com

t

mailto:appldr@twmi.rr.com


B 6  (W G R L )  0  & E Media | Sunday, February 22, 2015 COM M UN ITY LIFE hometownlife.com

C h u r c h  q u i l t  g r o u p  w e l c o m e s  y o u r  s e w i n g  s k i l l s

SUBMITTED
Jean Coleman finishes raw edges o f one o f many quilts tha t 
volunteers piece together, sew and send to  Lutheran World 
Relief from  Timothy Lutheran Church in Livonia.

SUBMITTED
Merlin Knagg (left) and Janet Coleman show one o f the 
completed quilts.

B y  S h a ro n  D a r g a y
Staff Writer

Volunteers at Timothy 
Lutheran Church in Livo­
nia are busy making 
quilts for charity. They’ve 
sewn approximately 30 
quilts this year — and 
they plan to make more — 
but could use a few more 
hands to help out.

“They can just show 
up,” said Sharon Streb- 
bing, volunteer, explain­
ing how to get involved in 
the project. “It’s not just 
sewing, we still need 
people to iron. Or people 
who might like to rede­
sign the patterns.”

The church received a 
donation of fabric sample 
squares which volunteers 
piece together to create a 
variety of patterns for 
each quilt top. Batting 
and a muslin cotton for

the backing complete 
each coverlet.

The church donates 
them to veterans, the 
homeless, and Lutheran 
World Relief. In 2013, 
Lutheran World Relief 
sent $14.3 million worth 
of quilts to people in 21 
countries.

Thrivent for Luther­
ans gave the Timothy 
Lutheran Church group 
$250 to buy supplies for 
their quilts. Volunteers 
held two “sewing bees” in 
January, and meet from 
2-4 p.m. Thursday, at the 
church, 8820 Wayne 
Road, Livonia.

“This is an on-going 
project we work on every 
Thursday afternoon at 
the church,” said Jean 
Coleman, volunteer.

Why quilts?
“They’re warm,” Cole­

man said. “What’s so 
amazing is some people 
use them as shelters.

They put them up as 
tents.

“We make quilts for 
safe houses and they give 
one to every child. It’s 
warm and it’s something 
that belongs to them. This 
is what they can wrap 
themselves up in. It’s 
comforting.

“Besides doing this, we 
also did prayer quilts for 
our church. One went to a 
lady who had stage four 
cancer. We made a quilt 
and had it blessed. I took 
it to her,” Coleman said. 
“When she saw it she 
started crying. She said 
‘you took the time to 
make this from love.’”

Coleman likes the idea 
that the volunteers recy­
cle the donated fabric 
swatches into quilts. Oth­
er scraps and fabric odds 
and ends go to a volunteer 
who makes items for the 
Michigan Humane Soci­
ety.

“We’re recycling lot of 
things. All of these pieces 
have not ended up in 
landfills,” Coleman said.

For more information 
about Timothy Lutheran 
Church quilting sessions, 
call 734-427-2290.

A r t h r i t i s  T o d a y
J o s e p h  J .  W e is s , M.D. 

R h eu m a t o l o g y

1 8 8 2 9  F a r m in g to n  R o a d  
L iv o n ia , M ic h ig a n  4 8 1 5 2  
P h o n e : ( 2 4 8 )  4 7 8 - 7 8 6 0

T H E  R IG H T DOSE

It is medical commonsense for physicians to prescribe the least 
amount of medicine needed for a patient’s care. However, when 
a physician treats a person over age 70 for an arthritic condition, 
determining the correct dosage becomes difficult.

Consider a man age 75 who takes Enbrel for his rheumatoid 
arthritis and who comes to the doctor noting increased stiffness in 
the morning that does not clear through the day. The doctor has to 
decide if the patient's rheumatoid arthritis is flaring, if the patient, 
with age, has developed osteoarthritis, or if the patient, with age, is 
not sufficiently active.

If a flare of rheumatoid arthritis is the root cause of the arthritic 
complaints, more medicine is in order. If the patient has developed 
osteoarthritis of the knees, keeping medication the same and 
injecting a painful knee would be the treatment of choice. If the new 
pain stems from insufficient exercise, the doctor needs to obtain 
details of how the patient spends his day, and suggest ways that 
regular exercise could overcome the inertia that has set in.

None of these alternatives settles the problem by giving the 
patient medication for pain. The aching has a cause and the 
physician needs to take a path that addresses that cause.

A physician takes the same approach with night pain. Having a 
patient take a “pain pill” before bed time is dangerous. If the patient 
arises to go to the bathroom in the middle of the night, the risk is 
great of an unsteady gait. Physicians look for the cause of pain, not 
seek ways to mask it
^  LQ-0000230562̂

Playwrights star at Two Muses festival

PHOTO BY JULIE YOLLES, SOCIAL SCENE COLUMNIST
Farmington Hills residents Colleen Roberts (left) and Monique 
Butler, M.D., chief medical officer at DMC Sinai Grace Hospital, 
and West Bloomfield resident Tracy Roberts attend a special 
reception and private screening o f "F ifty Shades o f Grey" at 
the Emagine Theatre Royal Oak. The screening benefited the 
American Heart Association. Butler was the special guest at a 
panel discussion prior to  the movie premiere.

W hile all eyes will 
be on the red 
carpet Sunday, 

Feb. 22 for the Academy 
Awards, local venues are 
rolling out their red car­
pets for star-studded 
events. Take the Emagine 
Theatre Royal Oak last 
week, where plenty of 
handsome studs — or 
should we say Emagine’s 
Men in Grey — came out 
to support the American 
Heart Association with a 
special screening of Fifty 
Shades of Grey and a pan­
el discussion featuring 
DMC Sinai Grace Hospi­
tal Chief Medical Officer 
Monique Butler, M.D., a 
Farmington Hills resi­
dent. The Girls’ Night 
Out included cocktails, 
appetizers, handsome 
men and, of course, pop­
corn. It’s been a busy 
couple of weeks for the 
American Heart Associa­
tion, which held its annu­
al Go Red for Women 
Luncheon Feb. 6 at the

Julie
Yolles

SOCIAL
SCENE

Detroit Marriott.

T h e a tr e  O s c a r s
Before hunkering 

down to a night at the 
Oscars, catch the last day 
of the Women’s Playwrit- 
ing Fest at Two Muses 
Theatre in West Bloom­
field. The three-day 
event stages new short 
plays, written and direct­
ed by women. The final 
show is 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 22, at the Two Muses 
Theatre, located inside 
Barnes & Noble, 6800 
Orchard Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield. Awards will 
go to Best Actor, Best 
Director and Best Play. 
Following the Fest, audi­
ence members are in­
vited to an industry panel 
Q&A on How To Break

into the Biz of Theatre. 
General admission 
tickets (which includes 
the performances and 
industry panel discus­
sion) are $10 at the door, 
www.twomusestheatre-

.org.

Contact Julie Yolles at 

socialscenejulie@gm ail.com  or  

leave a m essage at 

248-642-9465.

G u i d e  t o E m .p lo u m .e rL t
To place your ad here con

C h e c k  o u t  th e s e  e x c i t in g  c a re e r  o p p o r t u n i t ie s !
For even  m ore opportunities see  our 

“aw ard w inn ing” classified  section!

contact us at careers@hometownUj:e.com or call 1-800-579-7355

Help Wanted - General Help Wanted - General

AUTO MECHANIC
Must be expereinced.A & J Collision 24680 Telegraph, Southfield 248-352-4766

AUTO PARTS
SORTING & INSPECT ING
Established Co. in Brighton is seeking quick learners. 
$10/hr. No exp. needed. Paid training provided. Must have own vehicle.

CAFETERIA WORKER
Part-Time. Mon-Fri. 10-2. Novi. $10/hr. Email work exp. jobpostingnovi@yahoo.com 248-596-6086

CARING STAFF
to provide community based training and activities during the day for a gentleman with a disability $11.00 hr. 734-678-9595

CARPET CLEANING 
TECHS & 

ASSISTANTS
Exp. helpful. Must have good driving record & be able to pass drug test. If you have a great personality & exc work ethics come join our team. We are looking to hire at our Westland,' Troy & Brighton locations.Great pay & benefits. resumegearhead51155@ gmail.com or call: 734-260-1645

City o f L ivon ia

Assistant Branch 
Librarian

Police Officer 

Police Service Aide

Superintendent of 
Parks & Recreation

For complete information visit our website at: 
www.ci.livonia.mi.usor apply in person at Livonia City Hall, 3rd floor, 33000 Civic Center Dr. Livonia, Ml 48154

E.O.E.M/F/H

CLEANING OFFICESMon-Fri. Nights, 6-9. Romulus area. $10/hr. Responsible/ Reliable. 810-227-1624
DIRECT CARE:

Staffing Agency seeks caring 
staff to assist and support indi­
viduals to live in their homes 
as independently as possible 
by assisting with recreation, 
daily living needs, transporta­
tion and other duties/ services. 
Positions available in Canton/ 
Westland Area. Contact: 

734-722-4580 Ext #19 
or apply on-line 

www.ahscomserv.com/
Drivers w /CDL

Lease to Own a Freightliner 
One All-inclusive Payment, 

Earn $1,400+/week! 
Contract rates up to $3/mile. 

888-796-4576

DRIVERS CDL-A
Solos, CO & 0/0p’s. New 
Openings! Round trip Dedicat­
ed Lane from Gray Court, SC to 
Warren, Ml. Home 2days/ wk.! 
Great Bonus Programs! 

855-200-3671

Drivers: Drive Like a Champion. 
Penske Logistics haulingfreight! Home Daily & Regional No-Touch Positions. *$3000 Sign-on Bonus -ExcellentWeekly Pay! -Plus, Monthly Bonus! • And, Brand NEW equipment! Class CDL-A 18 months exp. 1-855-395-6630

DRIVERS
For Non-Emergency Medical Transportation. Full & Part Time, 25 & up Chauffeurs License required. Clean criminal & driving record. Random Drug Testing. Starting pay $8.50/hr. Email Resume:info@sandltransportation.com or call: 313-897-6200
(gAj > U NSPORTA1

DRIVERS
Waste removal firm looking for CDL A or B Drivers.Full Benefits. Accepting Applications Mon-Fri. 8-5

TLC Waste 28035 Beverly Rd. Romulus, Ml 48174

Driver
TOW TRUCK 

DRIVERS
We are now hiring full & part-time DRIVERS. We offer competitive pay & benefits. If you have exp you may qualify for a 

$1000 Sign On Bonus.

Please call: 734-722-7100

ENTRY LEVEL
DADCO, Inc., the global leader in nitrogen gas spring technology, is grow­ing! We are looking for de­pendable, bright individuals with a strong work ethic to train for full-time, day-shift, positions. Job responsibili­ties include part quality in­spection, sub and complete product assembly build, fi­nal product inspection and order packing. Qualified candidates will be quick learners with a high school diploma, technical aptitude, and strong attention to de­tail. Come and work with our talented team in our state-of-the-artmanufactur- ing facility. We will offer you training, competitive wages, and benefits: includ­ing 401 (k). EOE.Email resumes to: plymouthjob@yahoo.com

W A R E H O U S E

Full-Time
Entry Level opening for Delivery Driver/Shipping & Receiving. Must have clean driving record. Will Train. Benefits. Daytime hours. 
Call: 586-843-2313

Help Wanted - General

n̂enerâ
SUMMER HELP

Parents, will your students be returning home from col­lege this summer and need a temporary job? Students are you looking for some ex­tra cash this summer? If so, DADCO is an innovative manufacturing company lo­cated in Plymouth, Ml and we are seeking conscien­tious, dependable students, at least 18 years of age, for temporary summer work in our state-of-the-art facility. Positions are available Mon­day through Friday 6:30am-4:00pm in our As­sembly, Machining, Milling and Polishing Departments. No experience is necessary - we will train. Please, only students apply. EOE Email resumes to: taw@dadco.netPlease reference "Summer Work" in the subject line.

INSPIRED BY FLAVOR
Sunset Produce,

North America’sleading grower/marketer of gourmet greenhouse vegetables located in Livonia, ML, is hiring for the following:
•STAND-UP 

HI-LO OPERATORS 
•REACH TRUCK 

OPERATORS 
•ELECTRIC 

RIDER-JACK 
OPERATORS

If you have a strong sense of responsibility and like a fast paced environment, this position offers opportunities for stability and growth.
Position Requirements:

-High School Diploma -1 yr current experience on stand-up equipment -Possess a Valid Driver License OR State ID AND recent vision exam -Must pass internal hi-lo or rider jack certification -Proficiency in use of English language with 
ability to communicate effectively & professionally

Working Conditions-Environment includes an expansive refrigerated warehouse where the temperature averages 70 degrees F and occasionally down to 55 degrees.
-Must be capable of lifting 
up to 30 lbs

This position offers the right candidate a competitive salary, vacation pay and full benefits.
Please call for 

more information: 
734.943.0387 

or email 
HiloHR©

susnetgrown.com

Help Wanted - General

JANITORIAL 
CLEANING POSITIONS
Wixom, Howell, Novi area. Starting pay at $8.15 Please fill out online application at www.usservico.com or fax resume: 

248-926-9595

JOB FAIR
Howard Ternes Packaging Co. Experienced
PACKAGERS 

AND INSPECTORS 
NEEDED

Join us for our on-site Job Fair! Meet directly with Workbox Staffing representatives for immediate consideration.
9am-11am 

Feb. 18-Wed.
Feb. 19 - Thtirs.

700 Manufacturers Dr. Westland, Ml 48186
■■■■■

WORKbOX ■
734-284-2121www.workboxstaffing.comEOE

MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR

jCincofnsIjire
Lincolnshire Village Apartments is currently 

seeking an exp’d Full-Time Maintenance SupervisorThe candidate must be exp’d. in unit turns, basic plumbing & have the ability to lead others. Proficient technical skills required incl but are not limited to: carpentry, appliances, plumbing, electrical, & 
drywall repair.HVAC certification is req.

Qualified candidates fax resume: 989-953-4830
KMG Prestige is an EqualOpportunî

MAINTENANCE TECH
Full-Time, Wixom town home community. Must have 2 yrs. multi-family exp in HVAC, plumbing, electrical, carpen­try, snow plow truck driving skills, w/clear driving record, drug test, background check. Benefits for the employee. EOE. Email intro letter, resume & wage request: jobopen0308@aol.com

MECHANIC/PM

Waste removal firm looking for truck mechanic/pm. 
Full benefits.

Accepting Applications Mon-Fri. 8-5.
TLC Waste 28035 Beverly Rd. Romulus, Ml 48174

Help Wanted - General

MANUFACTURING
Contract manufacturer of powder & liquid laundry & dish detergent located in Wixom, Ml is seeking individuals to fill the following positions:

Line Operator
Full Time for 1st. Shift in Pro­duction. This position re­quires 4+ years of experi­ence & a High School Diplo­ma. The individual must have proven experience maintaining high speed packaging equipment, in­cluding but not limited to car­
ton formers, conveyors, case-packers, hot melt glue 
systems, fillers, check- weigher scales and the abili­ty to perform line change- overs. The qualified candi­date will need to possess a proven ability to train and di­rect other employees associ­ated with running produc­
tion on the line.

Yard Switcher/ 
Tractor-Trailer/ 

Forklift OperatorFull-Time for 2nd. Shift in the Warehouse. This posi- tion requires 1 year previous Hi Lo Experience, Michigan Drivers License and a Michi­gan Commercial Driver Li­cense (CDL)-Group A and ba­sic computer skills with a good attendance record. Re­sponsible for (but not limited to) the storage, tracking, re­ceiving, and delivering of raw materials, components, and finished product. Oper­ate yard truck to move trail­ers within the Korex proper­ty and tractor/trailer be­tween Korex, Annex, and out­
side warehouse.

Please fax resume to:HR Dept, 248-624-0506 or email to:dfannon@korex-us.comrut idDFiErĴc-untMms

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT

Brighton, Milford, Novi, Walled Lake, Wixom,Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti, Northville areas. Rewarding positions serving persons with special needs in their homes or in group homes. Must be 18. Paid training.

(
U ca I me

Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor 734-239-9015 or email: glengarry@questserv.org New Hudson: 248-437-7535 or email: trelawney@questserv.org 
South Lyon: 248-573-5023

R E A C H  M O R E
potential employees 
w ith  an  O RE  M ed ia  ■ECROITHENT PACKAGE!

1-800-579-7355
hometownlife. com

Help Wanted - General

PRODUCTION 

MIG WELDER  
1st SHIFT

Manufacturing firm in Livonia is seeking a motivated, expe­
rienced Production Mig Weld­er to join our team.
This position could require overtime as necessary. We offer a comprehensive bene­fit package including health, dental, paid holidays and va­cation.
Please email cover letter with salary requirements and resume to: oeresume@hometownlife.com Reference Box 6011

REAL ESTATE 
SALES

OPPORTUNITY
work with 

M ichigan’s  #1 
REALTOR 

Real Estate OneEarn HighCommission Income Rapidly Expanding Real Estate Market Start Earning Commissions Right Away •Own Your Own Practice •Be Your Own Boss •Work Your Schedule •You Determine Your Income •Bonus Programs •Health/Life/Disability/ Retirement•Full Time Support Staff

PAT RYAN,REALTOR (734) 591-9200 PatRyan© RealEstateOne.com

SALES
ENGINEER

Tier-One Automotive Suppli­er located in the Western Suburbs of Detroit, with a complete support staff is seeking a Sales Engineer to work on new opportunities and increasing our sales with the Automotive Compa­nies.
Our goal is to add business in additional areas not pres­ently covered
We offer a competitive sal­ary, comprehensive benefit package, paid holidays and vacation.
Please email cover letter with salary requirements and resume to: oeresume@hometownlife.com Reference Box 6010

Help Wanted - 
Office Clerical

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
CLERK/

VEHICLE BILLER
Full-Time for Auto Dealer. 
Dealer experience preferred but will train.Email resume to: carolyn@mbbloomfield.com

Help Wanted- 
Office Clerical

BOOKKEEPER/
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT
Well organized full-time Bookkeeper/ Administrative Assistant.

Payroll, bank reconciliation, accounts payable & receiva­
ble, necessary tax reports. Ad­
ditional administrative duties include releasing incoming or­ders, answering phone, mail, filing, and other duties as as­signed. Detailed organization­al skills and multi-tasking. Working knowledge of QuickBooks Pro, Access, Excel, Word and Outlook. Send Cover letter, resume 
and salary requirements to

R O C K /Tool and Machine 
jobs@rocktool.com

CLERICAL, Full-Time for 
multi-task real estate office 
in Rosedale Park. Resume: frontdesk@remsrealestate.com

LEGAL
SECRETARY

Wanted for high volume fast paced Lathrup Village law firm. Applicant must have some knowledge of workers’ compensation as well as being familiar with Microsoft Word, Outlook & Needles.
Position is permanent, full time with salary & benefits.

Please respond to: bpretznow© lawfirmofbemstein.com

OFFICE MANAGER
For a busy private family practice office in South Lyon.Prior medical and management experience required.

Ŝ ^Famil̂ Docs
Fax resume to: 
248-437-5694

Payroll Assistant
Full-Time at Michigan Health­care Professionals. Perform payroll processing & track benefits accurately and time­ly. Have general knowledge 
of deductions and payroll tax­es. Capable of working with confidential personnel files. General math skills & data entry exp. are req.Resume & cover letter to: dhurren@MHPdoctor.com Visit us at:www.mhpdoctor.com

Help Wanted - Dental

Dental Assistant
FULL-TIMEIn Livonia/Dearbom offices. Pay to commensurate with experience. 

Experience only need apply. 
Call: (313) 565-3131

Dental Operations ManagerProgressive dental group w/ several Wayne Cty locations. See full ad CareerBuilder.com Keyword 2475016

Help Wanted - Medical

Maintenance
Caretel Inns of 

Brighton, a Skilled 
Nursing and Rehab 

Facility, has an 
opening for a

MAINTENANCE

DIRECTOR
This position will over­
see all aspects of inter­
nal and external building 
maintenance & grounds 
care at our state-of-the- 
art facility. Must have ex­
perience in a superviso­
ry capacity in a mainte­
nance related position. 
Must be knowledgeable 
of electrical, plumbing, 
construction, remodeling. 
Must be knowledgeable 
in building codes and 
safety regulations.

Apply in person at: 
1014 E. Grand River Ave 

Brighton Ml
O r e m a il r e s u m e  to : 

hrcaretelbrighton@ 
gmail.com

Caretel.
long Term/SkiHnl Hurting Cart faaitty

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST

Full-Time position for busy medical office in West Bloomfield. Experience helpful.Fax resume Attn: Andrea 248-851-0421

NURSING HOME 
ADMINISTRATOR
9Ltet9hd»«|)9/a!«ii

A 101 bed facility located in Milford Ml, has an opportuni­ty for an experienced Nursing Home Administrator. General Qualifications include: Cur­
rent Michigan License, ability to demonstrate skills and ex­perience related to financial management, planning, quali­ty improvement, and regulato­ry knowledge. The successful candidate will join an experi­enced interdisciplinary team. A comprehensive benefit package is offered.

Please send resume in confidence to: 
adminposition© 

peplinskigroup.com

Food - Beverage

BREAKFAST COOK
Three Brothers Restaurant

Part or Full-Time.Leader in the kitchen who desires to become a manager. Plymouth. Email resume: prespa1955@gmail.com or call Chris: (734)233-5951

COOKS
EXPERIENCEDimmediate Openings at Beautiful Assisted Living Facility in Westland.Benefits available. Please fax resume to: (248) 350-9083

Help Wanted - Medical

WE’RE GROWING!
Immediate Openings for 

Full and Part Time!

REGISTERED
NURSE

Full & Part Time 
2nd & 3rd Shift

We are looking for RN’s 
that love what they do, 

and who will not compromise when it 
comes to providing the 
highest quality of care 
and kindness. Long 
Term Care/ Skilled 
Nursing experience 

preferred. Ml RN license 
required.

CERTIFIED NURSE 
ASSISTANT

Full Time, All Shifts!
This position is 

responsible for assisting 
residents with the 

activities of daily living. 
Certification preferred, 
or must be eligible for 
certification within 

4 months.
GUEST

ASSISTANTS
Part Time Openings for 

2nd & 3rd Shift 
Full Time, 3rd Shift

R e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  in c lu d e  
p r o v id in g  d a i l y  p e r s o n a l  
c a r e ,  m e a l  s e r v ic e ,  l ig h t  

h o u s e k e e p in g ,  a n d  
s o c ia l  i n t e r a c t io n .

If you are passionate 
about providing care 
and assistance to the 
elderly, our facilities 
provide a beautiful 

environment in which 
to work.

A p p ly  in  p e r s o n  a t :  
1014 E. Grand River Ave 

Brighton Ml 
O r e m a i l  r e s u m e  to : 

hrcaretelbrighton© 
gmail.com

Caretel.Imn of BrightonLoop renti/SktUttf Hurling Can facility
Y o u ’ ll W a n t to  W o rk  Here!

Food - Beverage

DINING ROOM 
SERVERS

Exp’d. Immediate Openings at Beautiful Assisted Living Facility in Westland.Benefits available. Please fax resume to: (248) 350-9083

The Southfield location has 
immediate openings for 
• Servers • Cooks 

•Hosts • Dishwashers
Please apply in person 

Mon-Fri from 11am-5pm. 29508 Northwestern Hwy. Please call 248.208.1680

mailto:socialscenejulie@gmail.com
mailto:jobpostingnovi@yahoo.com
http://www.ci.livonia.mi.us
http://www.ahscomserv.com/
mailto:info@sandltransportation.com
mailto:plymouthjob@yahoo.com
mailto:taw@dadco.net
http://www.usservico.com
http://www.workboxstaffing.com
mailto:jobopen0308@aol.com
mailto:dfannon@korex-us.com
mailto:glengarry@questserv.org
mailto:trelawney@questserv.org
mailto:oeresume@hometownlife.com
mailto:oeresume@hometownlife.com
mailto:carolyn@mbbloomfield.com
mailto:jobs@rocktool.com
mailto:frontdesk@remsrealestate.com
mailto:dhurren@MHPdoctor.com
http://www.mhpdoctor.com
mailto:prespa1955@gmail.com
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T h e r a p y  C h o i r s  o f  M i c h i g a n  

s e t s  a n n u a l  C a p i t o l  C o n c e r t

The Therapy Choirs of 
Michigan (TCM) is gear­
ing up for two of its ma­
jor annual concerts, 
along with an open 
house.

The Farmington Hills- 
based organization, 
which brings individuals 
with developmental dis­
abilities together to sing, 
will hold an open house 
for a start-up therapy 
choir in Brighton, 3-3:45 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, at 
2/42 Community Center, 
7526 West Grand River

Ave., Brighton. TCM will 
demonstrate what it does 
and will offer informa­
tion about scheduling, 
funding and how to sign 
up. The choir is open to 
special needs individuals.

TCM’s 17th annual 
Capitol Concert is set for 
noon to 1 p.m., Wednes­
day, March 4, in the Capi­
tol building, 100 North 
Capitol Ave., Lansing; 
517-373-0184. The concert 
marks Choir Therapy 
Awareness Week in 
Michigan, which is the

first week of March. 
Performers will include 
The Original Therapy 
Choir, The MORC Sing­
ers, The Livingston 
County Area Youth Sing­
ers and Volunteer Voices, 
conducted by TCM foun­
der and director, Len 
McCulloch. Sherry Can­
trell will serve as master 
of ceremonies. Admis­
sion is free, but goodwill 
donations will be accept­
ed.

TCM also will sing at 
noon, Sunday, March 22,

at the Carnival of Care, 
an annual event that 
celebrates rehabilitation. 
It will be held at the Sub­
urban Collection Show- 
place, 46100 Grand River 
Ave., Novi. The event is 
free. TCM also will staff . 
a booth with information 
about choir therapy.

For information about 
Therapy Choirs of Michi­
gan, call Len McCulloch 
at 248-476-9329 or Sherry 
Cantrell at 248-435-7031. 
Visit its website at 
therapychoirs.org.

A N N IV E R S A R Y
John and Lenore (Ar­

reola) Ambrozaitis of 
Farmington Hills will 
mark their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Feb. 27. 
They were married in 
1965 at Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church in De­
troit.

Their children are 
Alex Ambrozaitis of Tex­
as, Erik Ambrozaitis of 
Rochester Hills, Ryan 
Ambrozaitis of Farming- 
ton Hills, Stase Wendland 
of Canton. They also have 
seven grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchil­
dren.

John retired from the 
Cadillac Division of Gen­
eral Motors after 30 
years as hi-lo driver.

SUBMITTED
John and Lenore Ambrozaitis 
o f Farmington Hills

Lenore is a retired school 
lunch room aide.

John enjoys painting 
houses and doing various

SUBMITTED
John and Lenore Ambrozaitis 
o f Farmington Hills on the ir 
wedding day in 1965

kinds of handiwork. Le­
nore loves to cook for 
others. Together they

have volunteered at vari­
ous schools, churches, 
and for St. Vincent De 
Paul.

They built a home in 
Houghton Lake where 
they lived from 1998 to 
2013. They have relo­
cated to Farmington Hills 
to spend more time with 
their family. The couple 
traveled over the years 
throughout the United 
States, including trips to 
Yellowstone, Mt. Rush- 
more, Washington D.C., 
Arizona, Texas, Kentucky 
and New York City.

They plan to renew 
their wedding vows at St. 
Gerald Catholic Church 
in Farmington and take a 
trip to West Virginia.

B IR T H

SUBMITTED
Julia Nicolette Kramer

E N G A G E M E N T

JULIA NICOLETTE 
KRAMER

Julia Nicolette Kra­
mer was born Jan. 21, 
2015 at St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital, Livonia.

She joins her parents,

Joel and Katie Kramer, 
and sister, Rose, 3, at 
home in Livonia.

Proud grandparents 
are Katherine and Rich­
ard Brown of Livonia 
and Dennis and Diane 
Kramer of Troy.

RUIS-GRAHAM

Kristina Nicole Ruis 
and Joshua Thomas Gra­
ham announce their en­
gagement.

The bride-to-be, 
daughter of Barb and 
Randy Ruis of Grand- 
ville, is a 2007 graduate 
of Grandville High 
School. She earned a 
bachelors degree in mu­
sic performance and 
music education in 2011 
from Central Michigan 
University, Mt. Pleasant, 
and a masters degree in 
music performance in 
2014 from Indiana Uni­
versity, Bloomington, 
Ind. She performs for 
local symphonies.

Her fiance, son of 
Janene and Greg Gra­
ham of Livonia, is a 2007 
Churchill High School 
graduate. He earned a 
bachelors degree in mu­
sic in 2011 from Central 
Michigan University and 
a masters degree in mu­
sic performance in 2013 
from the University of

SUBMITTED
Kristina Nicole Ruis and 
Joshua Thomas Graham

Michigan, Ann Arbor. He 
teaches students and 
ensembles in a home 
studio and at local 
schools. He plans to pur­
sue doctorate studies in 
fall 2015.

A June 2015 wedding 
is planned. The cere­
mony will take place in 
the bride’s grandmoth­
er’s church in Grand 
Rapids, with the groom’s 
cousin officiating. The 
couple plans to honey­
moon in France.

G A R D E N  &  N A T U R E  
C A L E N D A R T r a d e  S e c r e t s  f u n d r a i s e r  

b e n e f i t s  J V S ’ W o m e n  

t o  W o r k  p r o g r a m

Send material for the Garden 
& Nature Calendar to Sharon 
Dargay, sdargay@home- 
townlife.com.

Livonia Garden 
Club
Chris Lipinski, a Master Gar­
dener, environmental consult­
ant and co-chair of the Birds, 
Bees & Butterflies Committee, 
will talk about raising bees for 
pollination, 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 3, at the Civic Park 
Senior Center, 15218 Farming- 
ton Road, Livonia. Lipinski 
also will identify the native 
plants that attract friendly 
pollinators. Mason bees. 
Visitors are welcome; livonia- 
gardenclub.org

Holliday Nature 
Preserve
Celebrate spring with a guid­
ed walk noon Saturday,
March 21, starting at the 
preserve's Hix entrance on Hix 
Road, north of Warren Road, 
in Westland. The walk is free.

M aste r Gardeners
Master Gardeners of Western 
Wayne County wraps up its 
series of Tuesday night classes 
7-8 p.m, Feb. 24, at the Wayne 
County Extension Office, 5454 
Venoy, Wayne. Kevin Collins, 
garden center manager at Ray 
Hunter Flower & Garden 
Center in Southgate, will talk 
about hydrangeas. Cost is $10. 
To register, email 
mgwwcorg@gmailcom

Educational
conference
Tickets are available for the 
Master Gardener of Oakland 
County third annual Educa­
tional Garden Conference, 
"Gardening and All That Jazz 
-  Innovation and Sustainabil­

ity For Your Garden." Early 
bird tickets are $70, $80 after 
March 14. The event runs 8 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. April 25 at 
the Oakland Schools Confer­
ence Center, 2111 Pontiac Lake 
Road, Waterford. It will 
include a garden market, 
presentations by Will Allen, 
CEO of Growing Power; 
M atthew Benson, photog­
rapher, writer and organic 
farmer; and Kerry Ann Men­
dez, who teaches low-mainte­
nance perennial gardening. 
Entertainment by Kerry Price 
and The Dave Bennett Quar­
tet. Pay online or download a 
form for mailing. Visit mgso- 
c.org. No registration at the 
door.

English  Gardens

» Learn about fresh flower 
arranging, 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 28, at the Dearborn 
Heights, Royal Oak and West 
Bloomfield stores. Free 
» Create a "Zen Artistry" fresh 
flower arrangement to take 
home, 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 28, at the Dearborn 
Heights, Royal Oak and West 
Bloomfield stores. Fee is 
$29.99. Sign up at english- 
gardens.com.
» Learn the ABCs of growing 
herbs, 1 p.m. Saturday, March 
7. Free
» Make a kitchen herb garden 
to take home, 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 7. Cost is 
$24.99. Sign up in the store or 
online at englishgardens.com. 
Classes are held at all stores 
unless noted. Area stores are 
at 155 N. Maple, Ann Arbor, 
734-332-7900; 22650 Ford 
Road in Dearborn Heights, 
313-278-4433; 4901 Coolidge 
Highway, Royal Oak, 248-280- 
9500; and 6370 Orchard Lake 
Road, West Bloomfield; 248- 
851-7506. I

Melanie Bergeron, 
chair of Two Men and a 
Truck, will share her 
trade secrets of success 
at JVS’s 
7th annual 
Trade Se­
crets fund­
raiser 
March 18.

The
event is at 
6 p.m. at 
Knollwood 
Country 
Club, 5050 W. Maple, 
West Bloomfield. Pro­
ceeds will benefit the 
JVS Women to Work 
Program, which helps 
women re-invigorate and 
re-invent themselves 
through career counsel­
ing, computer training 
and job search strate­
gies.

In her keynote ad­
dress, Bergeron will 
relate her family’s story, 
which mirrors that of 
many Women to Work 
participants. Divorce 
left her mother, Mary 
Ellen Sheets, scrambling 
to provide for her fam­
ily. Sheets launched a 
small moving business 
with an old green pickup 
truck left behind by her 
husband. As her busi­
ness steadily grew, she 
awarded the first fran­
chise to her daughter, 
Melanie Bergeron, who 
now serves as chair of 
the board of directors 
and has helped build the

company into an interna­
tional corporation with 
more than 1,900 trucks 
and 300 locations world­
wide.

Women to Work helps 
those who need immedi­
ate employment after 
drastic life changes, 
such as divorce or the 
death, disability or un­
employment of their 
spouse or partner. The 
program includes indi­
vidual and group sup­
port, job search assis­
tance, financial educa­
tion and other services 
to help participants over­
come challenges, build 
self-confidence and be­
come successfully em­
ployed.

“After completing the 
program, 85 percent of 
participants are em­
ployed or enrolled in 
further training or edu­
cation,” said Judy Rich­
mond, Women to Work 
coordinator. “The pro­
gram has changed the 
lives of thousands of 
women and their chil­
dren, making a cross- 
generational difference 
for families throughout 
southeast Michigan.”

Tickets are $150. For 
ticket and sponsorship 
information, visit 
www.jvsdet.org/trade- 
secrets or contact Fran 
Victor, chief develop­
ment officer, at fvic- 
tor@jvsdet.org or 248- 
233-4290.
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ALTMAN,
ANN LOUISE

Of Eaton Rapids, Michigan 
(formerly of Brighton,
Michigan), was bom March 14, 
1928 to Henry and Viva Ray, 
and passed away peacefully 
February 15, 2015 at age 86. 
Ann is preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles Altman Jr. and 
daughter, Susan (Altman)
Merkle. Left to cherish her 
memory are Roger and Kaylee 
Altman; son and daughter-in- 
law, Eaton Rapids, ML; Ronald 
R Merkle, son-in-law, Howell, 
MI; Justin Merkle, grandson, 
Tampa, Florida; Lauren (Roy) 
Alisoglu, granddaughter,
Metamora, MI. Ann married 
Charles Altman in 1948 and was 
a loving wife for 65 years. Over 
the years Ann was an active 
member of the Hartland and then 
the New Hudson United 
Methodist Church. She was a 
caring woman with a kind heart. 
A Funeral Service celebrating 
Ann’s life will be at the New 
Hudson United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, March 14, 
2015 at 11:00 a.m. With a meal 
following. Donations can be 
made to the New Hudson United 
Methodist Church, 56730 Grand 
River Avenue, New Hudson, MI 
48165, (248) 437-6212, http://w 
tributes.com/obituary/show/Ann- 
Altman-102197840.

CRAMER, BETTY 
CUNNINGHAM

83, departed peacefully at home 
surrounded by family, February 
18, 2015. Bom in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, April 15, 1931 to 
Peter Alexander and Mary Dollar 
Cunningham. Beloved wife of 
the late Victor Russell Cramer, 
Jr. Loving mother of the late 
Victoria Ann Cramer. Preceded 
by the passing of her sister 
Eunice Cunningham Harrison. 
She is survived by her daughter, 
Deborah Lynne Myers and her 
husband, Michael; her devoted 
son, Mark Dollar Cramer and his 
wife, Kelly. Proud grandmother 
of six grandsons, Andy, Alex, 
Brandon, Jake, Eric, and Ian. 
Cherished great-grandmother to 
Riley, Ellie, Molly, and Logan. 
She graduated from Redford 
High School in 1948. Attended 
the University of Michigan and 
graduated from Wayne State 
University. Her retailing career 
spanned many decades and 
included LaSalle’s in Toledo, 
Albert’s in Southfield and Work 
‘N Gear in Westland. Family 
will receive visitors Tuesday, 
February 24 from 2-4 p.m. with a 
Memorial Service at 4 p.m. at 
Fred Wood Funeral Home, 
36100 Five Mile Rd., Livonia. In 
lieu of flowers, donations to 
Mercy Hospice would be greatly 
appreciated. Please visit the on­
line guestbook at 
www.fredwoodfuenralhome.com

F s m D W ® a i D > \

KORTE, AUGUST 
"GUS”

Age 92. February 16,
12015. Beloved husband 
of Doris for 54 years, 
dear father of Kenneth 

(Wendy), and cherished grandfa­
ther of Melissa and Jonathan. 
Gus was a proud veteran of 
WWII and a member of 
American Legion Post 271 and 
VFW Post 3941. He worked as a 
Meteorologist for NOAA for 35 
years. A service with military 
funeral honors will be held at 
Great Lakes National Cemetery 
at a later date.
www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com

'May tie
menwry afyaur 

laved am...

...briny you peace.

REININK, 
BERNARD ERWIN

Bernard Erwin Reinink Passed 
from this earth early Tuesday 
morning, February 17, 2015. 
Bemie was bom June 19, 1929, 
the eldest of four boys to John 
Reinink & Velzie (Corwin) 
Reinink Brown. He married his 
childhood sweetheart Helen 
(Watson) Reinink on February 
17, 1947, and she survives. In 
1968 Bemie and Helen and their 
family of 5 kids left the suburbs 
of Detroit for the country life 
and moved to the Irish Hills 
where in 1969 they began the 
business of Bemie’s Country 
Store on US 12.
Bemie was preceded in Death 
by: his father John, and mother 
Velzie; his stepfather Raymond 
Brown; and his brother Ronald 
Reinink, of Stevensville, MI 
Bemie is survived by his wife of 
68 years. Helen (Watson) 
Reinink of Provincial House 
Adrian, and their five children 
and their families:
Son B. Rex and Susan Reinink 
of Tipton, MI and their two sons: 
Andrew (Michelle) Reinink of 
Ann Arbor, MI and Ford 
(Kristin) Reinink of Grand 
Rapids, MI.
Son Barry and Candy Reinink of 
Brooklyn, Ml and their three 
children: Barry (Colleen)
Reinink of Idaho and their 
daughter Anna. Bert Reinink of 
MI. and his children Dustin 
Reinink & Savannah Reinink of 
Virginia. Sally (Tony) Vermilya 
of Brooklyn, MI.
Son Keith (Susie) Reinink and 
their daughter: Jenna Reinink 
(Jeff Pyciak) of Manistee 
Michigan
Daughter Roxanne “Penny” 
Helinski and her husband Terry 
Helinski of Brooklyn, MI and 
their four children: Amanda 
Helinski of Brooklyn, MI and 
her son Gabe Helinski. Clint 
Helinski (Lori Mason) of Brook­
lyn, MI. Tara (Joshua) Nance of 
AZ. and their daughters Cloie 
and Zoe.
Daughter Stacy Handy and her 
husband George Handy of 
Brooklyn, MI. and their two 
daughters: Laura (Phil) Wright 
of Cement City, MI. and their 
daughter Macy. Monica Handy 
of Brooklyn, MI and her daugh­
ter Mya.
Other survivors include Bemie’s 
two brothers: John “Jack” 
(Marilyn nee Zschunke) Reinink 
of Westland, MI and their fami­
lies. Robert “Bobby” (Dora nee 
Snyder) Reinink of Garden City, 
MI and their families. Sister-in- 
Law: Lucille (nee Neibauer) 
Reinink of Stevensville, MI. and 
her families. Also survived by 
many relatives and friends who 
will cherish fond memories of 
Bemie in their hearts.
According to Bemie’s wishes he 
has donated his body to: The 
University of Michigan Medical 
School. A private family memo­
rial service will be held at a later 
date. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to: Arbor Hospice, 
The University of Michigan 
Medical School or a charity of 
your choice. For a full obituary 
and offer your condolences to 
the family, please visit: 

www.PurseFuneralHome.com

SCHMITT, 
MARGARET "PAT"

Age 88 of Sun City Center, 
Florida (formerly Livonia, 
Michigan) passed away on 
February 10, 2015. Beloved wife 
of the late Judge Marvin 
Schmitt; loving mother of 
Claudia (Clark) Doughty and 
John (Brenda) Schmitt; 
cherished grandmother of Brian 
(Sarah) Doughty and Christopher 
(Veronica) Doughty and proud 
great-grandmother of Rease 
Doughty. Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated March 7th, 12 Noon 
at Saint Anne Catholic Church, 
Ruskin, Florida.

STENROSE, LENA
February 16, 2015. Age 89. Wife 
of Edwin (deceased) and mother 
of Jerone (deceased) and David. 
Loving grandmother of Kenton, 
Devin, Kieth (deceased), 
Tammy, and Daniel, and four 
great-grandchildren. Loved by 
all who met her including a 
wonderful church family. 
Memorial Service to be held 
February 28, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Plymouth Church of Christ, 
9301 N. Sheldon Rd., Plymouth. 
Please, in lieu of flowers, a 
contribution to the church for a 
living memorial to "Louise".

Paying 
to 

life 
your 

loved  
one.
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R e s e a r c h e r s  c r e a t e  f o c u s e d  d i a b e t e s  p r e v e n t i o n

University of Michigan 
researchers have developed a 
new approach to type 2 diabe­
tes prevention that could keep 
more individuals from acquir­
ing the disease.

Their new “precision medi­
cine” model may allow better 
targeting of drugs and life­
style changes to those who can 
benefit most.

Researchers looked at 17 
different health factors, in an 
effort to predict who stands to 
gain the most from a diabetes­
preventing drug, or from life­
style changes like weight loss 
and regular exercise. Seven of 
those factors turned out to 
matter most. They are fasting 
blood sugar, long-term blood 
sugar (A1C level), total tri­
glycerides, family history of 
high blood sugar, waist mea­
surement, height, and waist- 
to-hip ratio.

“Simply having pre-diabe­

tes is not every­
thing,” said lead 
author Jeremy 
Sussman, M.D., 
M.S. “This real­
ly shows that 
within the realm 
of pre-diabetes 
there’s a lot of 

variation, and that we need to 
go beyond single risk factors 
and look holistically at who 
are the people in whom a par­
ticular approach works best.” 
Sussman is an assistant pro­
fessor of general medicine at 
the U-M Medical School and a 
research scientist at the VA 
Center for Clinical Manage­
ment Research.

The team developed and 
tested the model by analyzing 
data from more than 3,000 
people in the study, all of 
whom had a high body mass 
index and abnormal results on 
two fasting blood sugar tests.

Most also had a family history 
of diabetes, and more than a 
third were African American 
or Latino -  all known to be 
associated with higher risks of 
diabetes. In all, they looked at 
17 factors that together pre­
dicted a person’s risk of diabe­
tes — and his or her chance of 
benefiting from diabetes­
preventing steps.

They developed a scoring 
scale using the clinical trial 
data, assigning points to each 
measure to calculate total 
score.

Fewer than one in 10 of trial 
participants who scored in the 
lowest quarter would develop 
diabetes in the next three 
years, while almost half of 
those in the top quarter would 
develop diabetes in that time.

Risks, benefits
“Our research has found 

that it is common that, al­

though the average benefit in 
a clinical trial might be mod­
erate, in reality those patients 
at high risk for a bad outcome 
get a lot of benefit, the aver­
age patient has modest chance 
of benefiting, and lower-risk 
patients may have little to no 
chance of benefiting, or are 
being harmed,” said co-author 
Rod Hayward, M.D, a profes­
sor of medicine and public 
health at U-M and a senior 
research scientist at the VA 
Center for Clinical Manage­
ment Research.

The team found that met­
formin, a drug used to treat 
type 2 diabetes, benefited only 
the people who the model 
showed had the very highest 
risk of developing diabetes. 
But for them, it made a differ­
ence, bringing down their risk 
of the disease by 21 percent­
age points.

By contrast, exercise and

weight loss, with encourage­
ment from a health coach, 
benefited everyone in the DPP 
study to some extent, the new 
model shows.

For the one-quarter of 
study participants who the 
model says had the highest 
risk of diabetes, this lifestyle 
intervention cut their chance 
of developing the disease by 
28 percentage points. For 
those who had the lower dia­
betes risk, this same intensive 
lifestyle change brought down 
their risk too -  but only by 
five points.

The researchers hope to 
turn the new approach into a 
tool for doctors to use with 
patients who have “pre-diabe­
tes.” They also hope their 
approach could be used to 
develop similar precise pre­
diction models for other dis­
eases and treatments.

M E D IC A L  D A T E B O O K
Balance class

St. Mary Mercy Livonia 
presents a free eight-week 
workshop for seniors, ages 60 
and older, called “A Matter of 
Balance,” 10 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, beginning Feb. 25, 
in the St. Mary Mercy Livonia 
Wellness Center, 36475 Five 
Mile, Livonia. Participants will 
learn to view falls as control­
lable, set goals for increasing 
activity, make changes to re­
duce fall risk at home and 
exercise to increase strength 
and balance. To register, call 
734-655-1310

Blood drive
» 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 2, Providence 
Hospital Fisher Center Audi­
torium, 16001W. Nine Mile, 
Southfield. Sign up at 
redcrossblood.org and enter 
the code, PROVSFLD or call 
Abbie at 248-849-3067

» Garden City Hospital will 
host an American Red Cross 
Blood Drive, 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 26, in class­
rooms 1-4 in the Allen Breakie

Medical Office Building, locat­
ed on the hospital campus,
6245 Inkster Road, Garden 
City. Call 734-458-4259 to 
schedule an appointment. 
Walk-ins are welcome.

Childbirth Class
Learn about the stages of 

labor, managing discomfort, 
relaxation and breathing meth­
ods, the partner’s role in labor 
and delivery, medications and 
anesthesia, C-Section deliv­
eries and more, 7-9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 11,18, 25 
And April 1, at Botsford Hospi­
tal, 28050 Grand River Ave., 
Farmington Hills. Cost is $75. 
Register by phone, 248-888- 
2500, or online, www.bots 
ford.org/forms/payment/ 
maternity/index.html.

Diabetes m anagem ent
» Oakwood Healthcare 

offers a free seminar on man­
aging your diabetes through 
meal planning, blood sugar 
control and other resources,
5-7 p.m. Feb. 25, at the Oak- 
wood Physical Therapy and 
Wellness Center, 17101 Rotunda

Dr., Dearborn. To register, 
visit Oakwood.org under the 
Classes & Events tab or call 
800-543-9355.

» St. Mary Mercy Livonia 
will present a free six-week 
workshop for adults with dia­
betes, 1-3:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 4-April 8, at the Red- 
ford Township District Li­
brary, 25320 W. Six Mile, Red- 
ford. The workshop, called, 
Diabetes PATH (Personal 
Approach Toward Health), will 
teach participants to handle 
the challenges of diabetes, 
manage symptoms and com­
municate more effectively 
with physicians and family 
members.. Participants will 
develop weekly action plans, 
share experiences and help 
others solve problems encoun­
tered during their self-man­
agement program. Register 
with the library at 313-531- 
5960, Ext. 103.

Heart m onth
» Board-certified cardiolo­

gist and Garden City Hospital 
health expert, Dr. William 
Nazzaro will discuss the latest

guidelines for preventing 
heart disease, screening for 
early detection, maintaining a 
healthy heart and common and 
uncommon indications of a 
heart attack, noon to 2 p.m. 
Feb. 28 at Westland Shopping 
Center’s east court, 35000 War­
ren Road, Westland. For more 
information, call 734-458-4259.

» Syamasundera Zampani, 
M.D., will provide advice on 
preventing heart disease at 
Lunch n’ Learn, noon to 1 p.m. 
Feb. 25, in the north auditori­
um at St. Mary Mercy Hospi­
tal, Five Mile and Levan, Livo­
nia. Bring your lunch and 
learn how you can begin mak­
ing healthy choices for your 
heart.

M ental health
Botsford Hospital’s new 

support group, the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, or 
NAMI, will meet 7-9 p.m. 
March 5 — and will continue 
meeting the first and third 
Thursday of the month — in 
Classroom A/B, Zieger Build­
ing, 28050 Grand River, Far­
mington Hills. The free NAMI

Metro Connection Support 
Group is for people living with 
mental illness. They can learn 
from each others’ experiences, 
share coping strategies and 
offer encouragement and un­
derstanding. A trained volun­
teer facilitates. Call Nikki at 
248-752-3381.

Shoulder pain
William Kesto, M.D., talks 

about causes and treatment 
options for shoulder pain 6-7 
p.m. Tbesday, March 10, in the 
Fisher Auditorium at Provi­
dence Hospital, 16001W. Nine 
Mile. Resister by calling 888- 
751-5465.

W alk w ith  a Doc
Patricia Schmidt, D.O., a 

board-certified internist, will 
lead a walk and talk about 
prevention and treatment of 
osteoporosis, noon to 1 p.m. 
Thursday, March 19, at Heri­
tage Park, located on Farming- 
ton Road, between 10 Mile and 
11 Mile, Farmington Hills. 
Register by calling 877-477- 
3621, option #1.

F o r r e s e r v a t io n s  &  fu r th e r  in fo , 
c a l l  3 1 3 -9 6 3 - 9 3 9 3

R i n k
C A M P U S
M A R T 1 U S

I PA R K
800 Woodward Avenue

3 B locks N o rth  o f  Je ffe rso n
Located in Detroit's Meeting Place,

Across from the Compuware Building and Hard Rock Cafe,

• Family Outings
• Private Ice Parties
• Field Trips
• Birthday Parties
• Group Rates
• Skate Rentals
• Convenient 

A djacent Parking
• O pen 7 Days 

Including Holidays

\  FRtfc /
, P A R  K IN G

• c o ^ r ^

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs..1 lam  -10 pm
Friday........ 1 lam  - Midnight
Saturday.....10 am - Midnight
Sunday...... Noon - 8 pm

9 0 %  o f  In d i v i d u a l s  T a k in g  T h y r o id  

H o r m o n e s  W i l l  F a i l  to  F e e l  N o r m a l ...

FREE DINNER
I m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  o u r  f r e e  s e m i n a r  e n t i t l e d

Solutions to Unresolved 
Thyroid Symptoms

P r e s e n t e d  b y  l e a d i n g  w e l l n e s s  e x p e r t

Dr. Lisa Sullivan, ND

, f u r o M e<l'ctne
with {)r. L‘®» Sul!™*" ND

W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5 t h  o r  

M a r c h  2 5 t h  a t  6 : 0 0  p m

R o s e ’s  R e s t a u r a n t  &  L o u n g e

2 0 1  N .  C a n t o n  C e n t e r  R d . ,  C a n t o n ,  M I  4 8 1 8 7

• L e a rn  w h a t cau ses  90%  o f  H y p e rth y ro id ism  in  th e  US

• W h a t m iss in g  lab  te s ts  a re  n eed ed  

to  id e n tify  y o u r  p ro b le m

• W hy  s im p ly  ta k in g  th y ro id  m e d ica tio n s  

m a y  n o t im p a c t y o u r co n d itio n .

• W h a t R eally  W o rk s  to  im p ro v e  y o u r  

co n d itio n , Safely, H ea lth fu lly !

P l e a s e  R S V P  t o  ( 7 3 4 )  7 1 6 - 5 5 8 8

Limited Seating Available, Feel free to bring a guest
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