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For Wayne, 20191s all about the budget

Murphy: Difficult decisions
will have to be made

By LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Looking ahead for 2015,
Wayne Interim City Manager
David Murphy’ primary goals
aren’t surprising.

“It’s balancing the 2014-15
fiscal year budget, preparing

The council had knowingly
adopted a budget that includ-
ed a deficit that had been cut
to approximately $500,000.

Before a balanced budget
can be accomplished, Murphy
said the priority is finding out
the city’s financial position.
The city has been without a
finance director and part-time
staff in the Finance Depart-
ment hasn’t been able to rec-
oncile the city’ financial

cil allowed me to hire (audi-
tors) Plante Moran,” Murphy
said. “l met with them to set
up a master plan for what they
will do for us.”

That work will include rec-
onciling bank records and
determining the city’ current
financial position, helping
prepare the 2015-16 budget
and a five-year projection.

“We’re getting numbers
and will bring options to coun-

made,” he said. “There is noth-
ing fun or sexy. We're trying
to keep out of bankruptcy or
having an emergency finan-
cial manager. We’re in surviv-
al mode.”

It’s very difficult for coun-
cil to make decisions, Murphy
said, without knowing the
costs and options.

“We want to get the in-
formation as soon as possible
so they can make decisions,”

aP.A. 345 millage of three
mills to be levied for five
years. If it goes on the ballot
and was approved by voters, it
would generate about $1 mil-
lion annually to be used for
police and fire pensions so
that payment wouldn’t have to
be made from the city’s
strapped general fund.

That proposal would still
leave a $1 million shortfall in

and getting approval of the
2015-16 budget,” Murphy said.

transaction since July.
“Thank goodness the coun-

MENTORING PROGRAM AWARDS DINNER

Westland Youth Assistance Mentor of the Year Rashida Johnson.

Westland Youth Assistance
honors teens for efforts to grow

By LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Local teens participating in the
Westland Youth Assistance Program
mentoring program were honored at
a dinner last week and not just with
some applause.

The honorees left with an armful
of plaques and framed certificates
from city, Wayne County and state
officials. The program focused on
youngsters participating in a pro-
gram that pairs them with a volun-
teer adult mentor.

Travis Thomas was recognized as
Male Mentee of the Year.

“l worked with him from the be-

ginning. It was great to see him grow
and become a true leader,” said Jus-
tin Thomas, a former Youth Assis-
tance case manager.

Travis worked at the DTE commu-
nity garden and would call each day
to make sure he would be picked up
to get to his assignment, Thomas said.

“Travis got to be a leader. After his
work service ended, the other kids
asked for him,” Thomas said. “He
was a role model. | want to thank
Travis for being so polite and being
exemplary. He turned it into a posi-
tive.”

With a number of family members
present, Travis said that he was very
thankful that Westland Youth Assis-

cil. There are difficult deci-
sions that will have to be

he said.
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tance exists.

“Its a great idea that you take time
out to guide youths to the right path. |
can’t thank you enough,” Travis said.

Female Youth of Year

Honored as Female Mentee of the
Year, Samantha Russell said that
Westland Youth Assistance provided
a great place for kids going through
difficult times. She was described as
taking full advantage of all the ser-
vices offered by Youth Assistance.

“My sister and | got the help we
needed. I’ll miss the program,” said
Russell, whose younger sister Jea-

See AWARDS, Page A2

The council is investigating

the general fund, which city

See 2015, Page A2

Mentors
donate their
time to
Westland
teens

By LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Mentors Diane Diem and
Rashida Johnson were hon-
ored last week for their efforts
working with teenage partici-
pants in the Westland Youth
Assistance Program.

“Mentors don’t have to be
here — they could be doing
something else,” Youth Assis-
tance Director Paul Motz said.
“They choose to support and
help kids.”

Diem has been a mentor
since Youth Assistance was
formed in Westland.

“She’s like the kid whis-
perer, she can connect with
any kid and she loves what she
does,” Motz said. “No one has
done so much for kids.”

Unlike the others honored
at the annual dinner, Diem got
her name on a plaque that
hangs in the Youth Assistance
offices but nothing to take
home.

“This is an honor. Youth
Assistance is part of my life. |
thank my parents for raising
me to always give back and be
kind to people,” said Diem,
who was accompanied to the
program by her mother.

A mother of four, employed
full-time and attending school,
Johnson was recognized as
Mentor of the Year.

“They are the nicest, most
polite kids. She has anice hus-
band. Her faith is very impor-
tant,” Motz said. “But she’s
someone you don’t want to get
in her way. She’ll really dig in
with ayoung person.”

Recognizing family who
was at the dinner, Johnson said

See MENTORS, Page A2

Stranger danger reported at Landings Apartments

Two stranger danger incidents were
recently reported at the Landings
Apartments in Westland.

The first was reported to the West-
land Police about 4 p.m. Tbesday, Jan.
27, in the apartment complex, located
off Warren Road east of Central City
Parkway.

In that incident, a 15-year-old boy

told police he was approached by a man
in a gray mini-van, possibly a Chrysler
Town and Country, who asked him sex-
ually explicit questions. The teen told
police that he walked away from the
vehicle and the man drove away with-
out further incident.

The driver was described as a black
male in his late 20s or early 30s with a
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medium/muscular build, a beard, dark
bags or circles under his eyes, wearing
a dark skull cap and gray hooded
sweatshirt.

The second incident was reported to
have happened at about 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 29. It also involved a gray
mini-van at the Landings.

The caller told Westland Police the

vehicle was circling the area as she
waited for her child to get off the
school bus. The caller was not able to
get a description of the driver in that
incident.

Anyone with information about the
suspect or the incidents is asked to call
the Westland Police Department at
734-722-9600.
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officials would address
through further
changes in the budget.

“The community
center and what to do
there is the biggest
issue. We have to look at
the options,” Murphy
said.

There is a proposal
under consideration for
aprivate firm to lease
and operate programs
at the ice arena. With
annual debt payments
on the community cen-
ter and costs to main-
tain the building, if it
closed, closing the cen-
ter wouldn’t totally
eliminate the current
expenditures.

The city has applied
for a state grant that
would include funding
for consultants who
would look at city build-
ings.

“What to keep, what
to getrid of. If we con-
solidate buildings,
what’ the best way to
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consolidate,” Murphy
said.

Along with balancing
the budgets, Murphy
said filling budgeted-
but-vacant police offi-
cer positions is a top
priority. Due to retire-
ments, the department
was down three officers
from the budgeted 26
positions.

“It’s important to get
the police department
staffing stabilized,” he
said.

While the city is
dealing with its finan-
cial issues, Murphy said
the city could also work
on revitalization ef-
forts.

“We can do revital-
ization simultaneously.
What is the cost to the
city? If it is soft costs,
its possible the city can
handle that,” Murphy
said. “The city cantbe
a sponsor at $50,000.
That’s just not fiscally
responsible at this
point.”

Irogers@hometownlife.com
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nette received a special
achievement recognition
at the dinner.

The girls’mother
Ginny Russell also ex-
pressed appreciation for
the Youth Assistance
Program helping her
daughters and herself as
a parent.

“When | met (Direc-
tor) Paul Motz, | thought
no one could possibly
help me,” she said. “My
daughters were on the
wrong path. As | talked
to the mentors and the
staff, | found they were
wonderful people. They
go out of their way to
make a difference in a
child life. | wish there
were more programs for
parents so kids don’t fall
through the cracks.
Mine didn’t (fall through
the cracks).”

Diane Diem, herself
recognized for her years
as a mentor, introduced
Jeanette Russell to rec-
ognize her for special
achievement.

The two bonded over

shared interests like
shopping at garage sales
and crafts, Diem said.
Jeanette volunteered
with senior citizens,
plays trumpet and is on
the swim team.

“This helped me get
along with my family
and my sister. We’d knit
pick at each other,” Jea-
nette said.

“It helped me and my
sister. | was able to open
up to my mom and my
friends at school. | was
so happy with Youth
Assistance. They un-
derstood what | was
going through at the
time.”

Demond Cole also
received special recog-
nition for his efforts.

“Youth Assistance
helped me a lot with
school, my anger and my
self-control,” Demond
said. “l used to get
kicked out of school, go
back and get kicked out
again. | ve only been
suspended three times
this year, which is good
for me.”

irogers@ hometowniife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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Cathy German introduced Female Youth of the Year Samantha
Russell, who spoke to the crowd after receiving her honors.

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Male Youth of the Year Travis Thomas speaks to the audience

after accepting his awards.
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Mentor Diane Diem introduces her mentee Jeanette Russell, who was honored for her achievement in the program.

HearlUSA

America's MostTrusted Name in Hearing Care.

Reconnect with the ones you love with

Better Hearing.

Comein fora FREE No Obligation
Demonstration of the latest technology!

Call today for a
FREE Hearing Check-up!

Ask us about special offers for
Ford, GM and Chrysler members.

MAulaM F7AiiMika

31160 Five Mile Road, Livonia
30045 Harper Ave., Suite B, St. Clair Shores
3660 Rochester Road, Troy
31000 Lahser Road, Suite #5 2nd floor, Beverly Hills

Gl Tdl FHee: 855.236.8306

28 Locations in Michigan

¥

i15250Iive |

! G rden (
o . o ) (x I
| High Quality Digital Hearing (1 Gift C ard

Aids As Low As $995 each b Y u———— _
| [ Mmmmm%mﬁmldms. [

Matthew L. Christy, Au.D., Licensed
Hearing Aid Dispenser #3501003413

www.hearusa.com

© 2015 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved.

IVENTORS

Continued frorp Page Al

she had been mentored as
ayouth — that’s why she
became a mentor.

“l know what it’s like
not to fit in. | always had
a heart for ministering to
the lost— street evange-
lism, prison ministry,”
Johnson said. “l want to
tell you Kkids that it gets
better, stand for righ-
teousness, take a chance
onyourself.”

Noting her busy
schedule, Johnson said
she still finds time to
work with kids who dont

belong to her. That might
be spending 30 minutes
with ayoungster getting
a hamburger and listen-
ing to her talk about her
boyfriend or getting on a
teen who has been run-
ning away from home,
she said.

“You don’t do what is
easy, you do what is right.
You have to show up for
the kids of our communi-
ty,” she said.

American House was
recognized as Business of
the Year for aprogram
letting Youth Assistance
participants volunteer
for activities, likes crafts,
with their residents.

“There was a lot of

inter-generational con-
tact. We have seniors who
are in wheelchairs or
don’t have family,” said
Ashley Geilow, activities
director at the Joy Road
facility. “It was great for
the seniors who looked
forward to the kids com-
ing out.”

Putting out the call for
adult mentors, Motz not-
ed a three-day mentor
training session is sched-
uled to begin Feb. 26. For
more information about
the mentor training, call
734-467-7904.

Irogers@ hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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District hour

Sen. Patrick Colbeck,
R-Canton, and District
Manager Penny Crider
will hold an office hour
from 4-5 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 6, at the Wayne Pub-
lic Library, 3737 S.
Wayne Road.

Colbeck will be avail-
able to answer questions
and respond to concerns
that any residents of his
district may have. This is
an opportunity for local
residents to meet with
Colbeck to address issues
related to state govern-
ment. No appointment is
necessary.

For more information
or to contact Colbeck,
visit www.senatorpa-
trickcolbeck.com or call
517-373-5713.

Wayne Main Street

Wayne Main Street
will hold a Facade In-
centive Information
Meeting at 6 p.m. lUes-
day, Feb. 17, at the Wayne
Fire Station, 3300 S.
Wayne Road.

Building and business
owners located within
the Main Street District
are invited to learn about
the new Facade Grant
local incentive program.
The informational meet-
ing will present the
guidelines for applying
and answer any ques-
tions owners may have.
Light refreshments will
be served, including

fresh baked cookies from
Bakers Acre.

For more information,
visit the Wayne Main
Street website at
www.downtownwayne-
.org, call 734-629-6822 or
email info@downtown-
wayne.org.

School auction

St. Damian Catholic
School’s annual auction,
Super Heroes and Vil-
lains, will be Saturday,
Feb. 7, at the school,
29891 Joy, east of Merri-
man, Westland.

Doors open at 6 p.m.,
with the live auction
starting at 8:45 p.m.
There also will be a cos-
tume contest with a $100
prize. Tickets are $30 and
include a buffet dinner.

For more information
or to order tickets call
734-427-1680 or visit
www.stdamianschool-
.com.

Senior programs

Wayne Senior Ser-
vices programs for Feb-
ruary include:

» Bingo, 18years and
up, 1p.m. Thursday, Feb.
12 and Feb. 26. Theres a
$50 jackpot.

» Free Legal Presenta-
tion offered by Wayne
County Neighborhood
Legal Services. Free to
all, 60 years and up, 1:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 11.
Topics include guard-
ianship, wills, trusts,
power of attorney, assist-

ed living and much more.
Reserve aspot by calling
Wayne Senior Services at
734-721-7460.

» Free Heart Health
Screening. Open to any-
one 18 years and up.
Screening includes blood
pressure, cholesterol and
glucose screening (no
fasting required for
screening), plus a stroke
risk-assessment. Walk in,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thesday,
Feb. 17.

» Join the Sometimes
Travelers Group. Day
and Extended trips of-
fered. Open to everyone
30 years and up. Dues are
$5 for year (July through
June).

All programs orig-
inate through the Senior
Services Office, located
in the Wayne Community
Center, 4635 Howe. Call
734-721-7460 for informa-
tion or registrations.

American Legion

The American Legion
Westland Post 251 meets
the first Wednesday of
each month at the VFW
Post 3323 located on
Wayne Road and Avon-
dale. The meeting is
called to order at 7 p.m.
Veterans male and
female who are interest-
ed in attending our meet-
ing or want more in-
formation are welcome.
Information also is avail-
able at www.post251.org
or by calling 734-326-
2607 or 734-455-3415.
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Westland teen raises money for humane society

By Sue Mason
Staff Writer

The animals cared for
by The Michigan Hu-
mane Society are on the
receiving end of a dona-
tion from a Lutheran
High School Westland
student.

Ray Morrison of West-
land and his mother Lau-
rawere atthe MHS Ber-
man Center on Wednes-
day evening to present a
check for $518.20, the
proceeds of a bottle-and-
ean drive the teen con-
ducted in his neighbor-
hood during Christmas
break.

“This is fantastic. |
love what Ray has done
by going out in the com-
munity,” said Jenny Thie-
sen, events coordinator at
the Berman Centerin
Westland. “It directly
impacts the animals.
We're proud to have
someone go out and have
the passion to do this. It's
another way of kids step-
ping up.”

“He took the initia-
tive,” she said. “We’re
very proud of him.”

Morrison did the pro-
ject to meet the school’s
requirement to complete
20 hours of community
service each year. He
estimates he spent 15
hours working on the
bottle and can drive.

“| left flyers on every
door in my neighborhood
and gave them the date to

put the bottles out,” said
Morrison, a high school
jJunior. “l gave them
about a week between the
note and collection.”

Morrison got help
from his father Bill in
picking up the return-
ables which were stored
in the garage until he
cashed them in. They had
to make repeated trips
back to the house to un-
load donations.

“They were in between
cars, on top of cars and in
the trunks, anywhere we
could fit them in until he
could return them,” Lau-
ra Morrison said. “Some
people just left notes.
They’d just turned in
their returnables and left
adonation. What he
brought in was unbeliev-
able.”

Morrison got the idea
to do something for the
animals after the family
cat went through the
dryer. The cat survived
but had to be treated for
burns on its back. While
the cat was treated at a
vet, the experience gave
him the idea of giving
back by helping the hu-
mane society.

It took two days to turn
in the bottles and cans.
He went to Kroger one
day and Meijer the next.

His community ser-
vice also as included
helping at the William P.
Faust Public Library, at
his church's vacation
Bible school, raking

yards and shoveling snow
for neighbors.

“I’m very proud of
him,”” his mother said.
“With the kids’activities

and academics, it”’s hard
to find the time to do this
and work around school.
He found something he
could do on his time.”

will do it again.

Required do the com-
munity service each year,
Morrision has decided he

“l really enjoyed doing

SUE MASON

Ray Morrison presents the proceeds from a bottle and can drive to MHA events coordinator Jenny Theisen.

it,” he said.

smason@ hometownlife.com
734-674-2332
Twitter: @ SusanMarieMason

Financial Peace University coming to GC

DAVERAMSEY.COM
Dave Ramsey's Updated Financial
Peace University teaches
participants the nuts and bolts of
getting out of debt and planning
for the future, according to a press
release.

Dave Ramsey’ Updated
Financial Peace University is
coming to the Maplewood
Community Center in Garden
City.

The nine-week, hands-on
program developed by nation-
ally syndicated radio host and
New York Times best-selling
author Dave Ramsey features
video seminar sessions, dis-
cussion groups, individualized
attention, plus additional on-
line resources for class mem-
bers.

PRESIDENT?’S

The class will be offered
Tuesday evenings from March
3 through April 28 at the Ma-
plewood Community Center,
31735 Maplewood.

Financial Peace University
teaches participants the nuts
and bolts of getting out of debt
and how to make a plan for the
future so they can live and
give like never before, accord-
ing to a press release.

Topics covered include
Savings, Relating with Money,
Cash Flow Planning, Debt,

Maytag, Whirlpool, KitchenAid and Amana

on sale now thru end of February 2015

INVITATION TO SAVINGS

Save on appliances that complete your
kitchen with this exclusive invitation

| MAYTAG i

Receive up to

MasterCard Prepaid Card by mail

Credit, Investments, Real
Estate and Mortgages and
more. Each week will feature
a short review of the previous
week’s lesson, a video session
taught by Dave Ramsey, small
group discussion, and a time
to share weekly victory sto-
ries.

The discussion groups pro-
vide an opportunity for partic-
ipants to ask questions and get
a good understanding of the
material presented on the
video sessions.

The community discounted
registration fee is $50 per
couple, and the senior citizen
discounted registration fee is
$25. Register at the Balmoral
Desk at the Maplewood Com-
munity Center. Payment can
be made by check or money
order only.

For more information, call
734-793-1850 and ask for
Shaun or Martha. For more
information about the Finan-
cial Peace University, visit
www.daveramsey.com.

Range:
WFE510S0AS

Reg.$699
Now $549
Save $150

rator: Microwave: Di
=DAM WMH3107AS w

1299 Reg. $259 R
1166 Now $229 N<
>133 Save $50 Si

W hirlpool Suite Price

Now $2,149
Saving $607

What's Cooking

In the Bill & Rods
Live Kitchen

Saturday,

February 14th

FHee Cooking Class
You'll ""Love"" each dish
‘o our Valentine Thenme

with purchase of select KitchenAid® Brand appliances.

APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

a  Honest and dependable
Since 1963

SALES «SERVICE «PARTS
734-425-5040

Offer expires 2/28/15. See store for details.

S URCE

Quality Factory Trained Technicians
www .billandrodsappliance.com

imgk«

FOR THE WAY IT’S MADE:


mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
http://www.daveramsey.com
http://www.billandrodsappliance.com

A4 (WG)

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2015
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

By Sue Buck
Staff Writer

St. Raphael School held its
annual pep assembly Friday,
Jan. 23, in honor of Catholic
Schools Week.

The students vied for the
coveted “R ” trophy, which stays
in their classroom all year.

“There are two “R ” trophies
because we have two buildings,
Principal Katie Fotiu said. “One
trophy goes to Pre K-third-
grade and one goes to fourth-
eighth-grade,” Fotiu said.

She explained that the trophy
is awooden ‘R.”

All of the students also en-
tered the Knights of Columbus
“Keep Christ in Christmas”
poster contest in December.

The K of C* collected these
posters and selected one boy
and one girl for each age range
who got the awards. Their post-
ers will now go on to compete at
the state level, then the national
and finally international level, if
they make it that far.

“The winning posters overall
get turned into Christmas card
covers that the K of C sells dur-
ing the holidays,” Fotiu said.

All student-athletes were also
recognized during the assembly.
The Drama Club presented four

small skits about the school
theme of “Thrn to the Sun.”
Then, each class presented their
own take on the school theme.
The two winning classes re-
ceived the coveted “R ” trophy.

The first- and fourth-grades
were the big winners of the “R”’
trophy.

EDUCATION

St. Raphael students show spirit

St. Raphael students participated in the Knights of Columbus "Keep Christ in Christmas" contest. The winning
students were: age range 5-8; Mark Adams and Mailyn Parrinello; age range 9-11, Matthew Roy and Breanna Santos;
and age range 12-14, Jasmin DeRamos and John Metcalf.

Among the fourth-graders
present were Sabrina Aqualina,
Derek Betrus, Erika Sanders,
Emma Nagle and Ally Larys.

Among the first-graders
present were Lisseth Agulta,
Travis Forman, Izzy Cogswell,
Caitlyn Smitt, Hailey Gordon,
Victoria Cervantes, Syd McKer-

SUE MASON, EDITOR
SMASON@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
313-222-6751

FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Wayne
Memorial
looks for

distinguished
alumni

This year’s com-
mencement will continue
the tradition of awarding
a “Distinguished Alumni”
medal to a former gradu-
ate of Wayne Memorial
High School.

“We have had many
outstanding people grad-
uate from Wayne Memo-
rial,” said Kevin Weber,
Wayne Memorial’s prin-
cipal. “Many have con-
tributed significantly to
the betterment of society
on a local, state, national
or international level.
The Distinguished Alum-
ni Award is our way of
honoring an outstanding
graduate on an annual
basis.”

This award has be-
come a part of the annual
commencement cere-
mony of Wayne Memori-
al High School since its
inception. Each winner is

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATIE FOTIU

nan and Nicholas Roberts

“The pep rally was just what
everyone needed to get them
excited about Catholic Schools
Week and our open house on
Sunday, Jan. 25,” Fotiu said.

sbuck@ hometownlife.com
Twitter: @SueSbuck

Wayne Memorial holds
s th-grade parent night

Wayne Memorial High
School will be hosting an
eighth-grade parent
night for those who are
transitioning to ninth-
grade or are interested in
getting more information
about the school for the
2015-2016 school year.

Students do not have
to be currently attending
a Wayne-Westland school
to attend.

The event will be held
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
4, in Wayne Memorial’s
Stockmeyer Auditorium
located on Glenwood,

Before you

aids,

questions

Here are 3 of them ...

east of Fourth Street,
Wayne.

Topics covered will
include scheduling, grad-
uation requirements,
testing out requirements,
direct college courses,
AP courses, extra-curric-
ular activities and much
more.

Parking is available in
the Glenwood parking lot
and guests should enter
through the front of the
auditorium. For more
information, call the
counseling department at
734-419-2215.

invest in

there are

you

need to

STUDENT ACHIEVERS

Alexander Freeman
of Garden City and
Keslie Honeycutt of

Wayne have been

named to the fall se-
mester Dean’ List at
Bowling Green State
University. Undergrad-
uate students must
achieve a 3.5 grade-
point average or better
on a 4.0 scale and carry
no fewer than 12 letter-
graded credit hours per
semester to be named
to the list.

Freeman is enrolled
in the Education and
Human Development,
while Honeycutt is in
the College of Arts and
Sciences at Bowling
Green.

hearing

10

ask...

Does Insurance Cover my hearing

aids?

Are all hearing aids created equal?

FELIX

CRUZ
1tl.-1lS.
(hi

Do | really need to
get top of the line
hearing aids?

For more questions
and answers, schedule your

FREE CONSULTATION today.

248.918.2648

You really need to come in ifyou. ..

« Avoid social situations due to hearing

problems

e« Hear but don't understand clearly

e Think people mumble

« Ask others to repeat

House calls

are always available.

Most repairs performed in-house!

» Culver-Stockton
College is proud to
announce its Dean's
List for the fall 2014
semester. To be named
to the Dean's List, stu-
dents must meet high
academic standards
established by Culver-
Stockton.

Andrew Barber and
Michael Davis, both of
Wayne, have been
named to the Dean’s
List at Culver-Stockton
College in Canton, Mo.
To be named to the
Dean’s List, Culver-
Stockton College re-
quires students must
earn between a 3.5 and
3.99 grade-point aver-
age and be enrolled in a
minimum of 12 hours,
with no grade lower
than a C.

Barber is senior and
is majoring in criminal
justice. Davis also is a
senior and has an indi-
vidualized major at
Culver-Stockton Col-
lege.

» Aaron Sitarski of
Garden City is among
154 students graduat-
ing from the Michigan
Career and Technical
Institute Operated by
Michigan Rehabilita-
tion Services within the
Michigan Department
of Human Services,
MCTI provides voca-
tional training in 13
different career areas
for adults with dis-
abilities.

Sitarski trained in
electronics at MCTI.

awarded a medal in-
scribed with the official
school seal.

“This is an opportuni-
ty for our current gradu-
ating class to hear first-
hand from a former
alumnus who has made
his/her mark on society.”

The most difficult task
is to locate the many
alumni who have dis-
tinguished themselves
since their graduation.
For that reason, Wayne
Memorial is asking the
community to help in its
search. If any member of
the community wishes to
nominate a Wayne Me-
morial graduate can send
it to Pam Rawson, secre-
tary to the principal, at
Wayne Memorial High
School, 3001 Fourth St.,
Wayne, M | 48184. The
deadline is Feb. 23.

For more information,
call Rawson’s at 734-419-
2206.

LEARN

FROM
YOUR

COMFORT

New classes starting Monthly

ZONE

Want to take a class on your time? Our online

classes allow you to learn when itis most

convenient for you.

» Photography
 Leadership

» Java Programming

e Speed Spanish
* QuickBooks

» Veterinary Assistant

¢ Grant Writing
» Teacher Recertification
And many more...

Learn more at www.ed2go.com/schoolcraft

Schoolcraft
y College

Continuing Education and Professional Development | www.schoolcraft.edu/cepd | 734.462.4448
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REDFORD THEATRE

www.redfordtheatre.com
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HEARING AID SERVICE
25882 Orchard Lake Rd.
www.cruzhearing.com

Why pay more or

go anywhere else?

I Seymour m

Christopher IW p
Plummer BtXQ

Located at 17360 Lahser Road, Detroit, Ml 48219

24-hour information CO*7 TC C.t\
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Two WAW students

By Sue Mason
Staff Writer

Erin Bagley and Conner Evans both
went to the 35th annual Earle Chorba-
gian Spelling Bee with one thought in
mind: to win.

And they both did. For Conner, a
sixth-grader at Marshall Upper Ele-
mentary School, the win was an impor-
tant step on his mission to go to the
Scripps National Spelling Bee in Wash-
ington, D.C. For Erin, it was the win
that she wanted the most.

“l think 1’m over the moon now,” she
said after correctly spelling the word
“collards” in the 67th round of the mid-
dle school spelling bee. “I didn’t think
I’d make it.”

Erin, an eighth-grader at Stevenson
Middle School, went word for word
against Bassit Fijabi, a seventh-grader
at Stevenson, for more than 35 rounds,
stumbling on the spelling of “per-
meate.” However, Bassit misspelled
“sheathing.” Four rounds later, Bassit
misspelled “grievance” to open the
door for Erin to win.

“l think | can breathe now,” said her
mother Catherine, who helped Erin
study for the bee. “Some of the words |
had to go to Google Translate so | 'd
know how to pronounce it.”

For Erin, winning the spelling bee
was vindication for placing second last
year.

“l just wanted to win this bee,” she
said. “l came so close last year. | got
beat by an eighth-grader.”

Traveling plaques

Her victory returns the traveling
plague to Stevenson Middle School. It
had been in the possession of Franklin
Middle School for two years.

Conner won the upper elementary
championship in the 21st round by cor-
rectly spelling “skirmish” and a second
word, “phonics.” He also returned the
district plaque to Marshall Upper Ele-
mentary.

“l did a lot of studying the last sever-
al days. | studied the hard ones,” Con-
nor said.

While adults admitted they would
have been out of the competition with
the word “gambol,” Conner easily
spelled it. It was the word “ritziness” he
found the hardest.

“l knew ‘gambol’because it was in
the later words.” he said. “I knew it
within the order of the words | studied.
Ritziness’|’d never heard used in a
sentence.”

Conner came to the competition with
a good luck charm in his pocket - the
medal his grandfather Steve Dely won
inThe Detroit News spelling bee in 1938
when he was 13 years old.
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show how well they can spell

SUE MASON

Conner Evans shows off the spelling bee traveling plaque that is returning to Marshall Upper Elementary. Joining him are his parents John and
Susan Evans (at left), Earle Chorbagian and school board members Carol Middel and Thomas Buckalew (at right).

SUE MASON

Erin Bagley poses with her parents Dennis and Catherine Bagley, Earle Chorbagian and school board members Carol Middel and Thomas

Buckalew after winning the middle school bee.

“l knew this would bring me luck,”
he said. “Now my goal is to win the
Detroit spelling bee.”

'Nervous wreck'

Parents John and Susan Evans were
there to watch. John “was a nervous
wreck,” according to Susan, who de-
scribes Conner as “a confident kid.”

“He’% so confident, he just thinks
he’s going to win,” she said. “He thinks

Live a maintenance
free life at

Explore the Possibilities

The V illa

has to

offer

OPEN HOUSE

Thursdays
from 10am-Ipm

Refreshments available and receive a free gift

after touring The Villa.

The Villa on The Village of Redford's cam pus ispart of a continuing
care community that allows our residents to age in place.

At The Villa we offer:

«One and two bedroom apartments
« Personal emergency response pendant included

= Transportation options
« Meal options

e Other amenities and services

The Villa at

Redford

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

© A Mission of Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

25340 Six Mile Road,
Redford, MI 48240

313-541-5991

he can do anything.”

Susan Evans helped Conner study,
but admitted there were words she
couldn’t pronounce. He had to do that.

“And |’'m here trying to help him,”
she said.

Erin and Conner now advance to The
Detroit News spelling bee March 13 at
the Charles H. Wright Museum of Afri-
can American History in Detroit. The
winner will advance to the national

spelling bee May 24-29.
“Congratulations to all of the stu-
dents; you’re all champions,” said Earle
Chorbagian, a former Adams principal
who helped start the district spelling
bee 35 years ago. “When you continue
to do your best at home and at school,

you’ll always be a champion.”

smason@ hometowntife.com \
734-674-2332 |Twitter: @ SusanMarieMason

Experiencing

Vision

Consider a

Low Vision

Evaluation.

. M oculor Degeneration

. D iabetic Retinopathy

. Head Injury

. Stroke

| OSS?

Dr. John P. Jacobi, OD, FCOVD
Toll Free: 877-677-2020

www.LowVisionofMichigan.com
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BRINGING IN
THE BARD

Michigan Shakespeare Festival makes

Village Theater its second home

By Brad Kadrich
Staff Writer

Jennifer Tobin has
been trying for years to
build a Shakespeare
festival at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill in
Canton, with no success.

Now she’ doing the
next best thing. Since
people won’t come to
Shakespeare, she’s bring-
ing Shakespeare to them.

The Michigan Shake-
speare Festival, which
makes its home at the
Baughman Theatre in
Jackson, brings the final
three weeks of its 2015
season to Canton starting
July 29.

Its a coup that’s got
Tobin crowing.

“What turns me on the
most is it ups our game,”
said Tobin, who runs the
Village Theater. “They’re
seasoned actors, blended
nicely with young actors.

It like the ingredients
in a good meal. These
are incredible actors,
directed and designed by
professionals. It%s excit-
ing to bring half their
season to Canton.”

Sold on Canton

According to Tobin,
the pairing came out of
conversations between
folks affiliated with the
Village Theater and
some people in the dra-
ma program at Eastern
Michigan University.

One thing led to an-
other and officials from
the Michigan Shake-
speare Festival were
making the trip from
Jackson to Canton for
Liberty Festival. After
meeting with Tobin and
other Village Theater
staffers, MSF folks were
sold.

“A lot of it was meet-
ing (Tobin) and the peo-

Survivor of Human Trafficking

If you don’tthink human trafficking happens
in your zip code, think again.

Survivor and author
“The Slave Across
Street”, Theresa

of
the
Flores

shares her story of being
a sex slave while a typical
high school student in an
upper-middle class suburb
of Detroit. Drugged, raped,
and tortured at 15, she was trafficked for 2 years to
men in their 20’s and 307, all unbeknownst to her
family. Now this victims’ advocate is speaking
out on the reality of human trafficking in the U.S.

Wednesday, Feb. 11th « 7PM

g St. Michael School Cafeteria

1 11441 Hubbard Rd., South of Plymouth Rd., Livonia
1 734-261-1455, ext. 207 «www.livoniastmichael.org

First Citizen

The First Citizen Award recognizes a local person for
outstanding volunteer community service.

Outstanding Youth

LOCAL NEWS

The Michigan Shakespeare Festival is bringing its cast of professional actors to the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton.

pie at the Village Thea-
ter,” said Jan Blixt, in
her sixth year as MSF’s
artistic director. “It’s
about us bringing our
show to the community
of Canton.”

For 21 years, Blixt
said, the Michigan
Shakespeare Festival has
inspired and entertained
a diverse audience, fur-
ther developing an ap-
preciation for profes-
sional performances of
Shakespeare’ works and

Farmington

Insurance Agency
Patrick M. Donelly

(248) 474-3511
COMPLET n

FUNERRAAID

$3,6 9500

We do what most others
do for about half the price.
Husband Family
FuneralHome
Ask for Kim

734-331-3349
Call for details I

www.rhusband.com |

The Outstanding Youth Award recognizes a local
student for superior community service.
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First Citizen Nomination

Name of Nominee:

Title / Position /Company / Organization::

Home Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone Number:

Nominator:

Telephone Number of Nominator:

Briefly ow nominee's volunteer activities:_,‘

+ f

— ™

The First Citizen Award recognizes a local person for outstanding volunteer
community service. On a separate sheet of paper, outline the nominee's
community service, including the impact on the population group or persons
served, including length of time and offices held.

Nominations can be e-mailed to Karen Smith at

ksmith@hometownlife.com,

faxed to her attention at (248) 668-4547
or mailed to her at the Livonia Observer,
29725 Hudson Dr. Novi, M1 48377-1730

other classical plays.

Best around

She called M SF the
“best theater in the re-
gion and probably in
Michigan” and said now
Canton will benefit from
that reputation.

“Canton is now host-
ing the best of the best,”
Blixt said. “We’re good
because people are en-
joying our show. Our
audiences are being
made ‘happy’ by our
shows. Some of the folks,
especially some of the
men, are being dragged
in, but once they see it,
they’re the first ones in
line for season passes.”

It’s not the first time
MSF has moved. The
theater tried going off-
site back in 2007, Blixt
said, but it didn’t work
out well and theater
officials hadn’t consider-
ing moving it again.

Until now.

But it’s not a traveling
production, she pointed
out. MSF will actually
close its show in Jackson
after the first two weeks
and move to Canton for
the final three weeks.

Dying art?

She said a prevailing
opinion is that theater is
“a dying art,” in part

good w ork

because people hesitate
to go because they don’t
know what to wear and
people think theater is
something that “is not
for them.”

“We’re trying to make
it as easy as possible for
as many people as pos-
sible to see what we do
and become part of our
family,” Blixt said. “Peo-
ple are realizing its a
viable entertainment
option. Dont worry
about what you wear.
We’ll wear the cos-
tumes.”

M SF actors will stage
three plays this season:
Shakespeares A Mid-
summer Nights Dream
and Henry IV and The
Rivals, written by Rich-
ard Brinsley Sheridan.

Blixt said the plays
are chosen to try to pro-
vide a well-rounded ex-
perience to theater-go-
ers.

Supportive actors

“We were doing
‘Shakespeare’s greatest
hits’ most of the time,”
Blixt said. “Now we try
to do one well-known
Shakespeare, one Shake-
speare that makes peo-
ple say, ‘I didn’t realize
that was Shakespeare’
and the third play to try
to round out the season

ivom a

Livonia

n

hometownlife.com

SHAKESPEARE
IN CANTON

What: Michigan Shake-
speare Festival

Where: Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400
Cherry Hill, Canton
When: Wednesday
through Sunday, July 29
through Aug. 16. Perfor-
mances at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday and Friday; 2
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday; and 2 p.m.
Sunday.

What you'll see: "A
Midsummer Night's
Dream," "Henry IV,"
both by William Shake-
speare, and "The Rivals,"
by Richard Brinsley
Sheridan.

Tickets and more
information: Call the
Village Theater, 734-394-
5300 or go to www.can-
tonvillagetheater.org

so there’s something for
everyone.”

Tobin’s favorite part
is the fact the actors
work in repertory. Ac-
tors who are stars in one
show may be back-
ground actors in another.

MSF General Man-
ager Nona Bennett said
that system works be-
cause the actors care
about each other.

“The actors are so
incredibly supportive of
each other,” Bennett
said. “They’re there for
each other. They’re lis-
tening to each other on
stage and it shows in the
performance.”

Tobin said having
MSF at the Village Thea-
ter will “elevate Canton.”

“It will create a credi-
bility, not only for MSF,
but for the Village Thea-
ter,” she said. “We have
brilliant local groups, but
if you’re a seasoned
theater-goer, you want
something more profes-
sional. Now you don’t
have to go to Detroit or
Stratford. It will bring
the community actors in
contact with these pro-
fessionals and it will
inspire them.”

bkadrich@ hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich

Outstanding Youth Nomination

Name of Nominee:

Home Address:—

City, State, Zip:—-

Telephone Number: _

Name of Nominator:-

Age:

JSchool;

Telephone Number of Nominator:

Briefly outline the nominee's volunteer activities:

V m '

The Outstanding Youth Award recognizes a local student for
outstanding volunteer community service. On a separate sheet of paper,
outline the nominee's community service, including the impact on the

population group or persons served.

Studentmustlive in orattend a Livoniapublicorparochialschool.

Nominations can be e-maifed to Karen Smith at

ksmith@hometownlife.com,

faxed to her attention at (248) 668-4547
or mailed to her at the Livonia Observer,
29725 Hudson Dr. Novi, M1 48377-1730

Nomination Deadline: 5 p.m.Thursday, February 5

Award winners will be honored at the Leadership
and Awards Celebration on Thursday, Feb. 19, 2015
at Laurel Manor Banquet & Conference Center.
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A northern Michigan retreat
for military personnel will be
on thereceiving end of pro-

ceeds from acomedy night

planned for Sunday, Feb. 22, in

Garden City.

The Blum s Landing Com -
edy Night will be held at Al-
bert’s on the Alley, 5651 Mid -
dlebelt, north of Ford, Garden
City. The doorswill open at 4
p.m. and the two-hour comedy

show will startat5 p.m.

The headliner will be Bryan

McCree (wWwww.bryanmc-

cree.com). A nationally known
comedian, he’s been seen on
Mad TV, comedy Central and

most recently Comics Un-

leashed with Byron Allen. In
2006, McCree earned honors as
abest of NBC s Stand UPfor

Diversity finals.

The Community Calendar runs
in the Observer as space per-
mits. Nonprofit groups and
community organizations are
welcome to submit news of
upcoming events. Include a
daytime telephone number and
contact person. Email address is:
ksmith@hometown life.com.

ST. GENEVIEVE OPEN
HOUSE

Time/date: noon to 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 1and March 29.
Location: St. Genevieve Catho-
lic School, 28933 Jamison St.,
Livonia

Details: St. Genevieve offers
preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds
and elementary school for
grades K-8. Meet the teachers,
tour the school, see the students
work and learn about the
countries they are studying. The
theme is Travel Around the
World.

Contact: 734-425-4420;
www.stgenevieve.org/school.

TOYS AND TRAINS

Time/date: noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 1

Location: Ss. Simon and Jude
Parish, 32500 Palmer, west of
Merriman, Westland.

Details: The Ss. Simon and Jude
Ushers Club will sponsor a
buy-and-swap, toys-and-trains
show at the church hall. Admis-
sion is $2 per person, $4 per
family. Food is available, and
parking is free. There will be
operating train layouts and
more than 100 dealer tables
with various gauges of trains.

GRIEF RECOVERY

Time/date: 1-3 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 1to March 22.

Location: St. Edith Church,
15089 Newburgh Road, Livonia.
Details: If you have lost a
spouse and are struggling with
grief, this series will help you
understand the phases of grief.
This program deals with topics
like loneliness, anger, depression
and related feelings. Come meet
others who are experiencing
similar struggles. The program is
offered by Widowed Friends, a
peer support group inthe
Archdiocese Of Detroit, and is
free of charge.

Contact: Priscilla at 734-591-
7879.

ST. DAMIAN CATHOLIC
SCHOOL ANNUAL
AUCTION

Time/date: 6 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 7.

Location: St. Damian Catholic
School, 29891 Joy Road, West-
land.

Details: St. Damian Catholic
School Annual Auction presents
"Super Heroes and Villains."
Doors open at 6 p.m. Live auc-
tion begins at 8:45 p.m. Cos-
tume contest with a $100 prize.
Tickets are $30 each and include
buffet dinner.

Contact: www.stdamianschool-
.com; 734-427-1680.

PRESCHOOL
ENROLLMENT

Location: Westland Free Meth-

ter — himself.

Tickets are $20 and can be
purchased at the Maplewood
Community Centeron Maple-
wood, westof Merriman; Gar-
den City DD A Office on Ford,
east of Middlebelt; Albert’s on
the Alley; and Fleming Finan-
cial Services, 29217 Ford Road,
Suite 119, Garden City.

Formore information, con-
tact Fleming at 734-604-0227 or

john@flemingfinan-
cialsvcs.com.

odist Preschool, 1421 S. Venoy,
Westland

Details: The Westland Free
Methodist Preschool is enrolling
for classes for 3- and 4-year-old
children. Enroll now and save
half off the enrollment fee, a
$25 value. This tuition-based,
Christian preschool offers a
theme-based curriculum taught
by certified teachers and in-
cludes all basic preschool aca-
demic skills along with a low
child-teacher ratio, indoor gym
and outdoor playground.
Contact: 734-728-3559;
wfmpreschool@yahoo.g3m.

ST. MARY MERCY
BLOOD DRIVE

Time/date: 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 12.

Location: St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile Road,
Livonia.

Details: In partnership with the
American Red Cross, St. Mary
Mercy Hospital will hold a blood
drive in the North Auditorium
of the hospital. The public is
invited to join St. Mary Mercy
Hospital employees and volun-
teers in donating blood at the
event. Walk-ins are accepted,
but appointments are preferred.
Contact: 800-GIVE-LIFE; red-
crossblood.org.

LIVONIA SYMPHONY
MARDI GRAS EVENT

Time/date: 7-10 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 13.

Location: Laurel Manor, 39000
Schoolcraft Road, Livonia.
Details: The evening will fea-
ture dinner and the jazz sounds
of the Livonia Symphony Jazz
Quintet under the direction of
Assistant Conductor Carl Ka-
roub. Enjoy the festivities of a
traditional New Orleans-style
Mardi Gras. Tickets are limited.
Cost is $40 per person or $70 per
couple. Tickets may be obtained
at www.livoniasymhony.org or
by mail to Livonia Symphony
Mardi Gras, 37637 Five Mile
Road, PMB #398, Livonia Ml
48154.

BARBERSHOP
HARMONY SOCIETY
SHOW

Time/date: 1:59 p.m. and 7:29
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21.
Location: Clarenceville High
School, 20155 Middlebelt Road,
Livonia.

Details: The Detroit-Oakland
Chapter of the Barbershop
Harmony Society and the Gen-
tlemen Songsters Chorus pre-
sent their 76th annual Parade of
Harmony America-Sings! featur-
ing the 2008 international
champs, O.C. Times, and Back-
beat of Northville High School.
Tickets are $20 in advance, $22
at the door.

Contact: 248-559-7082; song-
sters.tix@hotmail.com.

PRESCHOOL OPEN
HOUSE

Time/date: 6-8 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 24.

Location: Academic Pathways,
30330 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia.

Details: See what a cooperative

G etyour

m o u th

on track

b ack

AspenDental

Your mouth. Our mission.

He has shared the stage with
the likes of Sinbad, George
W allace and the Isley Brothers.
He has anatural charm on
stage and his infectious giggle
often incites laughter among
the masses. His natural acting
talent shows through in his act
as he plays his funniest charac-

LOCAL NBAB

Nignt benefits Blumis Landing

duties.

Located on Orchard Lake
near Rogers City, Blum s Land-
ing was builtby former Canton
residents Terry and Jan Blum -
berg as a place forWaron Ter-
ror military personnel and
their families torelax, recoup
and re-energize from the stress
of their current rehab and

The Blumbergs built the bed
and breakfast in honor of their
son Trevor, who was killed in
Iraq in 2003. They used the
money from his death benefit
topurchase 12 acres of land
and build the retreat, where
veterans, service members and

their families can escape, rest

and relax for free.

More information about
Blum’s Landing can be found at
www .blumslanding.org.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

preschool has to offer. Potty
training is not required. Pro-
grams for ages 3 and 4.
Contact: 734-261-9540; www.a-
cademicpathwayspreschool.com.

COMIC BOOK, CARD,
COLLECTIBLE SHOW

Time/date: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Saturday, March 7.

Location: Redford Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, 10000
Beech Daly Road, Redford.
Details: More than 34 tables.
Guests include actor/inventor
Ron Baratono, a local actor who
has appeared in Oz the Great
and Powerful and Ides o f March
with George Clooney and the
TV show Detroit 187. Admission
is $2. Age 10 and under are free.
Concessions available until 2
p.m. The admission fee will be
donated to the Methodist
Children's Home.

Contact: 734-258-5026.

CELIAC SUPPORT
GROUP

Details: The Tri-County Celiac
Support Group is hosting: a
Gluten Free Kids Pizza Party on
Feb. 8; a general meeting with
guest speaker Steven Plogsted, a
clinical pharmacist, on Feb. 9; a
general meeting with guest
speaker Kelly Dorfman, author
of Cure Your Children with

Food, on March 30; a Gluten
Free Food Fair on April 25; and a
5K Walk/Run on May 19.

Contact: 586-751-8592.

ONGOING

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
VICTIMS" SUPPORT
GROUP

Time/date: 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday.
Location: The Angel House,
28441 Five Mile Road, Livonia.
Contact: 734-524-0720.

SENIOR CITIZEN
BOARD GAMES

Time/date: 10:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Location: The Angel House,
28441 Five Mile Road, Livonia.
Details: Cost is $5 per person.
Angel House uses the money to
give $50 gift cards to a family in
need weekly. Donations are also
accepted via www.theangel-
house.org.

Contact: 734-524-0380.

FRIENDS OF ELOISE

Time/date: 7 p.m. third Tuesday
of the months of February,
April, June, September and
November.

Location: Collins House in the
Westland Historic Village Park,
857 N. Wayne Road between
Marquette and Cherry Hill.
Contact: Pat Ibbotson at 734-
331-9291 or pibbotso@aol.com.

LIVING ON GRIEF
SUPPORT GROUP
Time/date: 2-3:30 p.m. second
Tuesday of the month.
Location: Oakwood Hospital-
Wayne, 33155 Annapolis,
Wayne.

Details: Hospice of Michigan
grief groups provide a safe and

Call or visit AspenDental.com to schedule an appointment today

Livonia
13417 Middlebelt Rd.
734-666-6520

‘For new patients that donot have dental insurance. New patients must be 2Lor older to receive free examand X-rays, a minimum $160 value. Mininum
* savings is based on a comprehensive examand full X-ray series; the value ol the savings will vary based on doctor recommendation. Discounts cannot
be combined with other offers or dental discount plans. ‘Applies to each treatment plan presented to you and does not apply if your insurance benefits

BBB

have been reduced based on treatment you received from another providerat the time your claimis filed or if you are no longer covered by insurance.

"Denture Vbney-Back Guarantee applies to all full and partial dentures and covers the cost of the denture(s) only. Refund request must he submitted
within 90 days after insert of final denture or hard reline. Denture(s) must be returned within 90 days after refund request date. Offer(s) must be
presented at first visit. Offers expire 7/31/15. @015 Aspen Dental Management, Inc, ®2015 Stewart-Haas Racing.

LO-0000226539

supportive environment for
participants to express their
feelings and better understand
the grief process. These services
are offered at no charge to any
member of the community
mourning the loss of a loved
one. The group meets in Confer-
ence Room 2 on second level.
Park at west entrance.

Contact: To register, call Margie
Martin, Grief Support Services
manager, at 734-769-5821.

LIVONIA CAMERA
CLUB

Time/date: 8-9:30 p.m. the first
two Thursdays September
through May.

Location: McKinley School,
9100 Hillcrest, Livonia.

Details: A group of photo-
graphic enthusiasts dedicated to
promotion of photography
through displays, competitions,
critiques and education.
Contact: Dennis Gelarden,
president, at 734-591-2589;
livoniacameraclub.com.

LIVONIA SAVE OUR
YOUTH

Time/date: First Wednesday of
every month; time rotates
monthly between morning (9-11
a.m.) and evening (6-8 p.m).
Location: Livonia City Hall
Annex Conference Room, 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia.
Details: The Livonia Save Our
Youth Coalition (LSOY) exists to
educate and empower the
community regarding the health
and safety of our young people,
with a focus on the prevention
of alcohol and drug abuse. The
public iswelcome to attend
monthly meetings — a light
meal is served.

Contact: kbonanno@livoniasa-*
veouryouth.org; 734-338-9580.

WIDOWED MEN
Time/date: 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursday of the month.
Location: Steve's Family Restau-
rant, 15800 Middlebelt, Livonia.
Details: Widowed men are
invited to attend men's break-
fast and learn about other co-ed
activities.

Contact: Dick at 313-534-0399.

CO-ED WIDOWED
BREAKFAST

Time/date: 9 a.m. first Thursday
of the month.

Location: Richard's Restaurant,
Plymouth Road at Eckles Road,
Plymouth.

Details: All widowed welcome.
Come and meet new friends.
Contact: To reserve a seat, call
Carol at 734-464-2833.
Time/date: 9 a.m. third Thurs-
day of the month.

Location: Annie's, at 33427
Plymouth Road, Livonia.
Details: All widowed welcome
for great, reasonably priced
food, good conversation and
laughs.

Contact: Tom at 734-927-0610.

LIVONIA ROTARY CLUB

Time/Date: noon to 1:30 p.m.
Mondays.

Location: Laurel Manor, 3900

0 & E Media | Sunday, February 1, 2015

Schoolcraft, Livonia (Use the
northwest entrance).

Details: Rotary's motto is
“Service Above Self" — service
in the community, in the work-
place and throughout the
world. Rotary is a worldwide
organization of business and
professional leaders that pro-
vides humanitarian service and
encourages high ethical stan-
dards in all vocations. The
Livonia Rotary Club built Rotary
Park on Six Mile and does
various community service
projects throughout the year. Be
a guest at a meeting.

Contact: www.livoniarota-
ry.org; jre2716@sbcglobal.net.

WESTLAND ROTARY
Time/Date: 12:15 p.m. Thurs-
days.

Location: Joy Manor, 28999 Joy,
east of Middlebelt, Westland.

Details: Community Service
programs and planning. Catered
lunch; visitors welcome.
Contact: Jeff at 734-261-5010;
www.westlandrotary.com.

WAYNE ROTARY

Time/Date: noon every Tues-
day.

Location: Wayne Community
Center, 4635 Howe at Annapo-
lis, Wayne, except the last
Tuesday of the month when the
meeting is at 6 p.m. At the US12
Bar and Grill on Michigan
Avenue.

Details: Be a guest and see
what Wayne Rotary is all about.

Contact: Trish Hampton at
734-890-6934.

GARDEN CITY ROTARY
Time/date: noon Thursdays.

Location: Amantea Restaurant,
32777 Warren Road, Garden
City.

Details: Community service
planning, lunch and socializing
are enjoyed.

Contact: Steve Kelly at 734-748-
1345.

LIVONIA KIWANIS
CLUB

Time/Date: 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Tuesdays.

Location: Livonia Chamber of
Commerce, 33233 Five Mile,
Livonia.

Details: Kiwanis is a global
organization of volunteers,
dedicated to changing the
world, one child and one com-
munity at a time. It has been
serving the Livonia community
since 1982. The Livonia Kiwanis
works throughout the year to
assist children in Livonia and the
surrounding communities. New
members are always welcome. If
you would enjoy serving the
community and making a real
difference in the lives of chil-
dren and their families, call or
attend a meeting.

Contact: Ken Wagner at 734-
464-3315; www.LivoniaKiwani-
s.org.

GARDEN CITY
KIWANIS

Time/date: 12:15 p.m. Thurs-
days.
Location: Amantea Restaurant,

Ready to learn WL J K
more about Im # I
relapsing | T I
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BLUM'S LANDING

Former Canton residents Jan and Terry Blumberg built Blum's Landing as a
retreat for military personnel and their families to rest and relax.

32777 Warren Road, Garden
City.

Details: Kiwanis is a global
organization of volunteers
dedicated to bettering the
world one child and one com-
munity at a time. Guests and
potential new members are
always welcome.

Contact: Julie Slabaugh at
jslaba3925@aol.com or 734-716-
8833.

TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Time/date: 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays.
Location: Unity Church on Five
Mile Road between Middlebelt
and Inkster roads in Livonia.

Details: Learn and practice
public speaking with the Dear-
born Dynamic Toastmasters
Club.

Contact: 734-425-0857; 734-
425-4181; ruscol23@sbcglo-
bal.net.

LIVONIA A.M. ROTARY
Time/date: 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Wednesdays.

Location: Archie's Restaurant,
30471 Plymouth Road, Livonia.
Contact: Bill Friske at 734-578-
5115.

AFTERNOON SENIORS
DANCE

Time/date: 1-3:30 p.m. every
Wednesday, except the fifth
Wednesday of the month.

Location: Civic Park Senior
Center, 15218 Farmington Road,
Livonia.

Details: Dance to a live band.
Attire is semi-dressy. Admission
is $5. Singles and couples wel-
come. If you need a ride, call
734-844-8828.

Contact: www.livonialionsclu-
b.org.

DIVORCE SUPPORT
GROUP

Time/date: 7-9 p.m. second and
fourth Tuesday of each month.

Location: Room 205 McDowell
Center, Schoolcraft College,
18600 Haggerty Road, Livonia.

Details: Forum for discussing,
receiving and sharing informa-
tion for those contemplating, in
the process of and having a
difficult time adjusting to di-
vorce. Facilitated by a profes-
sional counselor with an at-
torney available to talk privately
with participants. Private consul-
tations with a certified divorce
financial analyst also available
from 4-6 p.m. the first Monday
of the month and with an
attorney the second and third
Monday of the month. There is
no fee for the sessions.

Contact: 248-859-4846; 734-
462-4421.

WIDOWED MEN

Time/date: 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursdays.

Location: Steve's Family Restau-
rant, 15800 Middlebelt Road,
Livonia.

Details: All widowed men are
welcome to join other widowers
for breakfast, lively discussions
and friendship. Learn more info
about other co-ed activities.
Contact: 313-534-0399;
www.widowedfriends.org.

You and your loved one are invited to an

MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some
answers about dealing with MS and information on
an oral treatment.

Bravo! Cucina Italiana, 17700 Haggerty Road, Livonia, Ml 48152
Thursday, February 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS

Douglas Jeffery, MD, PhD

Director of the Multiple Sclerosis Center
Advance Neurology and Pain at Cornerstone Health Care, Advance, NC

FYI

A meal will be provided.
Free parking or valet available.

Please RSVP AT

mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293.
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR279553 (1202593)

US.MS.MSX.14.03.017
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Exhibit expresses

Individually and together,
artists Hans Molzberger and
Michael Roque Collins have
long been interested in the
Holocaust. Now on exhibit,
their individual and collective
works show theiremotional
reactions to the Holocaust
brutality, loss of life and the
human condition.

The artists — who kicked
off the exhibit, Never Let It
Rest — Sojourns in the Shad-
owlands, at the Holocaust M e -
morial Center Zekelman Fam -
ily in Farmington Hills recent-
ly — have traveled individually
and together to concentration
camps and Holocaust Memori-
al sites throughout Europe.

“Molzberger has descended
through post-war Germany
where his cultural background
and early creative activities
were foreshadowed through
the unrest, distress and un-
certainty that followed the
terror of the Naziregime in
Europe,”according to a de-
scription of the artists.

Collins was raised in the
southern U.S. where he experi-
enced the racial unrest during
the civil rights movement.
Both artists are now based in
Houston.

The exhibit offers mixed
media art thatincludes sculp-
ture, ceramics, photography,
video and found objects relat-
ing to the small town of Salz-
wedel in the Saxony-Anhalt
region of Germany during the
time of Nazi control.

The Holocaust Memorial
Center is at 28123 Orchard
Lake, Farmington Hills. The
exhibit runs through May 3
and is supported by Susan
Malinowski and Gary Shapiro,
and Nancy and James Gros-
feld.

LOCAL NBAB

loss of life, brutality of
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Holocaust

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Guests gather for the Jan. 11 opening of "Never Let It Rest— Sojourns in the Shadowlands™ at the Flolocaust
Memorial Center in Farmington Hills.

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Walter Shapero ponders a
sculpture, "Fountain,” by artist Hans
Molzberger. The sculpture is made
of steel and part of an excavated
bomb.

JOHN STORMZAND |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Artists Michael Rogue Collins and
Hans Molzbeger talk to visitors
about their artwork.

"Shadows" by Hans Molzberger is composed of Raku ceramics and patinated steel.

Specs Howard scholarships honor 45th year

Specs Howard School
of Media Arts, aMichi-
gan-owned and -operated
school, is honoring its
45th anniversary by
making 45 scholarships
available, each valued at
$4,500, to individuals
seeking training in tech-
nology driven courses
including broadcast
media arts, graphic de-
sign and digital media
arts.

The scholarship is
known as the “2015
Michigan Business
Scholarship.” Last year’
scholarship program was
an overwhelming suc-
cess and school officials
said there’s “no better
way to honor the 45th
anniversary than to give
away 45 scholarships.”

Specs Howard recog-
nizes the need for many
metro Detroit businesses
to enhance and develop
the technical skill set of
their current employees
and wants to assist these
businesses by offering
scholarships in the
amount of $4,500 per
award toward tuition for
any Specs Howard pro-
gram.

This scholarship pro-

gram was created to
assist individual employ-
ers and their employees
and at the same time
continue to develop and
technically enhance the
strength of the Michigan
workforce.

“Michigan has some
of the hardest-working
employees and employ-
ers have been looking to
us for years to help up-
date their skill sets for
today’s technologies,”
President Lisa Zahodne
said.

“In today’s environ-
ment, many companies
are forced to farm out
certain areas of their
business to third party
vendors simply because
their employees do not
have the necessary
knowledge. Employers
will now have an oppor-
tunity to train their own
staff so that they can
keep the business in
house.

“When current staff
come back with en-
hanced skills, they can
take the business quickly
and more efficiently
forward. Specs Howard
is proud to play a part in
this.”

CITY OF WESTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC

NOTICE

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION

REGULAR ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 18, 2015

The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting scheduled for February
18, 2015 has been cancelled due to the lack of agenda items

The next regularly scheduled Zoning Board of Appeals
meeting will be held on March 18, 2015 in the Council
Chambers of Westland City Hall, 36300 Warren Road,
Westland, MI at 5:30 p.m.
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Experiencing Vision Loss?

Consider a Low Vision

Evaluation
eMacular Degeneration <« Head Injury

eDiabetic Retinopathy * Stroke
Dr. John P. Jacobi, OD, FCOVD

877-677-2020

www.LowVisionofMichigan.com

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

Employees must com -
plete and submit an ap-
plication, as well as a
letter of request stating
why they feel they are
qualified for the schol-
arship and how it will
impact their future.
They must also submit a
letter of recommenda-
tion, on company letter-
head, from their employ-
er stating how the train-
ing will benefit the or-
ganization.

Applications are avail-
able online at
http://info.specshoward.
edu/mi-business-2015.
Candidates will be se-
lected based on the let-
ters of recommendation,
as well as the employees’
letter of request.

All candidates will
need to meet the stan-
dard admissions require-
ments.

Scholarships will be
awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis and
the opportunity will end
when all are awarded.

“We can think of no
better way to celebrate
our 45th anniversary
than by providing 45
future students with
these scholarships,”
Zahodne said. “It is such
a generous thing for
Specs Howard to do.
Anyone who knows
Specs Howard knows he
isawonderful man. It is
awesome to be a part of
acompany that believes
in giving back to the
local community.”

20% OffOn Each ItemPriced

Living trust difers fledhlity,
catany inestae pamning

Q: Dear Rick: lam
divorced with two
children from my previ-
ous marriage. lhave a
significant other and
we've been together
forabout five years.
She also hastwo chil-
dren. We have no chil-
dren together. We each
have wills thatba-
sically leave every-
thing to each other,
and upon ourdeaths
each of our wills say
that the money should
be divided equally
among our four chil-
dren. lam about 15
years older than my
significant other and |
recently had acon-
versation with a friend
who told me that if |
died first, she could
eventually decide to
change herwill and cut
my children out. Idon't
think she would do
this, but her children
aresomewhatmanip-
ulative and lam con-
cerned. Can she change
herwill? What can Ido
to protect my children?

A: Your friend is
correct. Your significant
other could change her
will and leave every-
thing to her children. If
you survive her, you can
change your will and cut
out her children.

You can protectyour
significant other during
her lifetime and assure

20/50 TOY SALE!

20 %

TOYS$50 & UNDER

OFF

ALEX 2/7/15

The Doll Ho*Pital & ToV Soldlar Shop

S500r Less Storewide!*  3947W 12M,€’BaViey 248 543-3115 Mkt 1063), TMr 10830

Lego edudd

Linitededusias posted instore. InstockHars aly

Fun is just a bus ride away

Pontiac == Sterling Heights « Warren < Madison Heights < Fraser
Roseville « St. Clair Shores < Livonia « Westland < Dearborn < Taylor
Southgate <« Lincoln Park < Clio = Flint = Burton

locatios and reservatiors call
RGBT
866-2-ROLLEM (866-276-5536)

MotorCityCasino.com

yourself that whatever
money is leftover would
go toyour children with
aliving trust.

A living trust offers
greater flexibility on
what you can do with
your money. In addition,
since you would be the
settler, (the individual
who establishes the
trust — aperson who
settles property on trust
law for the benefit of
beneficiaries) you are
the only one who could
make changes. There-
fore, upon your death,
the trust would be irrev-
ocable and your succes-
sor trustee would be
bound to follow the
terms of your trust.

Typically, a living
trust fora husband and
wife names both as co-
trustees. Upon the death
of either, the other
would be sole trustee.
This would make sure
that the surviving
spouse is always in con-
trol of their money.

However, in this situ-
ation you can consider
not having your signifi-
cantother as a trustee or
have a co-trustee ar-
rangement. Naming
co-trustees is a good

check and balance. If
you are going to have a
significant other be a
successor trustee, it
makes sense to have at
least one other trustee.
It is important to
decide how your affairs
are handled afteryour
death, but also what
happens if you become
incapacitated. That is
why a durable power of
attorney and a medical
durable power of at-
torney are important.
Considering your
situation, itmay be ap-
propriate to have some-
one other thanyour
significant other be
named in the power of
attorney. This could
prevent potential family
issues down the road.
My advice is thatyou
and your significant
other sitdown with an
estate planning attorney.
Ask whether the at-
torney can represent
both of you or if one of
you should seek a differ-
ent attorney. If there is a
conflict of interest, all
good estate planning
attorneys are going to
recommend thatyou
each have your own
attorney draft your
estate documents.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. Ifyou would
like him to respond to your
questions, email rick@
bloomassetmanagement.com.

Arthritis Today

Joseph J. Weiss, M.D.

R heumatology
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

PAIN IN ONE JOINT

A patient with rheumatoid arthritis may experience a flare in a
single Joint such as a wrist, shoulder or knee.

The patient’s doctor must make a decision on treatment.

Should the patient increase his present medicine, say methotrexate,
from 1/2 cc a week to 3/4 cc a week? Should the doctor continue
methotrexate and start the patient on an additional medicine, say
Enbrel one injection weekly? Or should the physician stay with the
present 1/2 cc dose of methotrexate and inject the inflamed joint with
cortisone?

In my practice, Iwould leave the patient's rheumatoid regimen
unchanged and inject the involved joint.

My reasons are as follows. First, increasing dosage of present
medication may bring on side effects that the present dose of
medication, say methotrexate, avoids. Second, adding anew
medication brings up the risk of further weakening the immune
system so infections such as tuberculosis may develop. Third, the
injection of steroid to a specific site such as the wrist, shoulder
or knee does not expose the body to the dangers of steroid.
Furthermore, relief from an injection is often long lived, permitting
the patient to remain on an otherwise successful and well tolerated
therapy.

Moreover, ifthe injection does not give relief, the failure becomes
apparent within one or two days of the procedure. The doctor then
has good reason to increase present medication or add a new one.

The good effect of an injection holds for single joint pain in
conditions such as osteoarthritis, gout and psoriatic arthritis. In each
instance, a timely injection assists a timely recovery and allows a
conservative course of therapy.
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A few minutes
with... awoman
who launches
weather balloons

T he sun hasn’tyet
risen, and the air is
frigid outside the

National Weather Ser-

vice office in White

Lake.

Sara Schultz, bundled
up tighton this recent
morning, trudges up a
hillbehind the weather
station and opens the
door toan unheated
garage. This is where
Schultz, 32, fills up
weather balloons as part
of her job as ameteorol-
ogist. Every day, twice a
day, someone does this.
They fill alarge latex
balloon with hydrogen,
use string to tie on a
small electronic device
called a radiosonde, and
out the big garage door
it goes.

Up into the darkened
skies, right up into the
day’s weather, and ready
toreportback to the
weather station, where
Schultz heads inside to
begin monitoring the
data it sends along.

QUESTION: Someone
like you hasto trudge
outinthe early morning
and then inthe evening,
right? No matterwhat
the weather is.
ANSWER: Correct. Yep.
And the only time we
don’tlaunch a weather
balloon is during a thun-
derstorm. Because 1,we
don’twant to get struck
by lightning. And 2, the
data would be bad. We
want the environment
around the storm.

Soyou'll send one up in
the rain, justnotwhen

it's lightning.

Yup. Rain, snow, sleet,

ice, we send itup.

W hat's the purpose?
The instrument thatwe
use is called aradio-
sonde. And what that
measures is the temper-

APNTft GHTftR

— HOME CARE —

Apna Ghar-
“Our home is your home”

Apna Ghar is the first
and only non-medical
agency serving

the needs of the
elderly South Asian
community.

Services include:

« Short & Long Term
Facilities

¢ In-Home Care
« Transportation

« Meal Delivery

Contact Us At
248.325 9028

www. lacebook.com/pages/Apna-
Ghar/1514787278739561

www.apnagharhomecare.com

F IS H ER

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES

MICHAEL J. FISHER
Manager & Owner

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

WITH BURIAL
includes metal casket, outer burial
container, viewing & service

$3300

Cemetery fees not included

BASIC CREMATION
includes cremation process
and county permit

$695*

*$795 for Macomb
& Washtenaw Counties

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

WITH CREMATION
includes casket facade,
viewing & service

$3200

We can customize a package
to meet your needs.

« Insurance assignment accepted
« State assistance (DHS) welcomed

24501 Five Mile Road « Redford
Between Beech Daly and Telegraph

313.535.3030 1

fisherfuneral.net

ature, pressure, hum id-
ity, wind and the location
of the radiosonde. And
that gives us areally
cool-looking graph. We
call that the Skew -T
Log-P....The closer the
lines are together, the
more moisture there is
in the air. We can tell
where the clouds are.
We can tell how stable or
unstable the environ-
mentis. We can tellif
the winds are turning as
you go up in height...

It helps us to forecast
the weather. The seven
days that we forecast.
But the Skew-T Log-P
diagram also really
helps us in severe
weather, especially. We
actually will send up a
special flightif we know
there is the potential for
severe weather. Be -
cause thatwill basically
tellus how stable or
unstable the atmosphere
is. And if athunder-
storm will be able to
develop in thatenviron-
ment.

So this isinformation
thatyourregularradars
and othersensorsdon't
tellyou?

This gives us avertical
profile of the atmos-

Quicklane

REAPY TO

LOCA_ NBAG
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Sara Schultz watches a weather balloon fill up with hydrogen before its launch at the top of a
hill on the grounds of the National Weather Service in White Lake. Balloons get launched every

day at 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

phere at that location,
and itgoes up about 20
miles.

And you can'tdo that
with other systems that
you have?

Uh, no.

OK. Itjustseems kind of
old-fashioned given all
the otherwhiz-bang
toys and things Isaw in
your office.

Yep. It does. It does. But
its very crucial and
vitalinformation that
we need.

That's cool!
I love it.

Doyou?  Tellme why.

What makesyou love it?
I love it. It’s a challenge.
Ofcourse, you’ve got to

bundle up in the winter.
You’re watching a bal-
loon in all kinds of
weather conditions. It
can gettricky because
we have this giant bal-
loon and between 80 and
100 feet of string be-
tween the balloon and
the actual instrument
that we send up with it.
So ifit'sany kind of
windy conditions or
anything, you gotta
make sure you don’t get
tan bled in the string
(laifehs).

You could pullaDorothy
in "The WizardofOz"
outthere. You everget
tossed around like a rag
doll?

No, notreally. | forget
how many balloons it
would take to do that.

MAIL-IN REBATE*
when you use the Quick Lane?
Credit Card to make a qualifying
purchase of $250 or more

You gotta be careful. |
feel like the balloon’s
gonna hit the ground
sometimes ifit’sreally
windy. Soyou run out
the door and you let go.

Thatisa pretty sizable
balloon though. Imean,
we're nottalking about
something you have at
somebody's birthday
party.

It’s about 5 feet in diam -
eter. ...And then right
before itbursts, it gets
as big asaschoolbus
inside. So, it gets very
large before itbursts.

And thathappens as it
ascends, itjust starts
getting biggerand big-
ger. What causes that?
That is due to the de-
crease in pressure. So,
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asitgoes up, the pres-
sure is decreasing. And
the balloon expands.

OK. And eventually it
just pops.
Yep.

And then that little
monitoring device you
have, the radiosonde,
comestumbling back to
earth and crashes
through somebody's
roof!

Luckily itdoesn’t do
that, because we attach
a parachute to it.

That'sgood. And lun-
derstand you guys have
a self-addressed,
stamped envelope on
those things? Do people
mail 'em back toyou?
Yeah..we getabout
20% back....One of
mine landed in down-
town Detroit. We had
Homeland Security
calling about it. One
landed in the Detroit
Zoo.

Whenyou were a little
girl, did you like wan-
dering outside with
birthday balloons and
letting them floatout
into the wild blue yon-
der? Oristhisa new
thing foryou?

It’s anew thing. | didn’t
even know about weath-
er balloons growing up. |
loved weather and thun-
derstorms and stuff, but
itwasn’tuntil |l got into
college that| found out
about the weather bal-
loons. | started volun-
teering with the weather
service, and | wanted to
work for them because
they did that.

You like whatyou're
doing,don'tyou?
I love it.

Jim Schaeferisa Detroit Free
Press reporter.
jschaefer@freepress.com

Why Go Anywhere Else?

Our Technicians are Factory Trained

Servicing All

Makes All

Models

FREE Multi-Point

Inspection

- Brake Inspection

- Fluid Top-Off

- Battery Test

- Filter Check

- Belts and Hoses Check

- Hybrid Battery Test Included

Get up to a

MAIL-IN REBATE*
on Motorcraft Tested
ToughA PLUS and MAX
batteries.

Dealer-installed retail purchases only. With exchange. Taxes and

installation extta. Offer valid between 2/1/15 and 3/31/15. Submit

rebate by 4/3CJ15
active Owner /Advantage Rewards® account.

Rebate by prepaid debit card or apply to an

See Quick Lane®

Manager for vehicle applications, rebate and account details

NAMEBRANDS. LOW PR™CE TIRE GUARANTEE.

AFTER $10 MAIL-IN REBATE

- Synthetic Blend Oil Change
- Tire Rotation

- Tire Pressure Check

- Brake Inspection

- Vehicle Check-Up

Fluid Top Off
- Battery Test
- Filter Check

- Belts and Hoses Check

Retail purchases only. Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil and ol filter. Taxes,
diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer valid between 2/1/15

and 3/31/15. Submit rebate by 4/30/15. Rebate by prepaid debit card or .apply to an active Owner
Advantage Rewards® account. Owner Advantage Rewards payment by mail-in form only. See
Quick Lane® Manager for exclusions, rebate and account details through 3/31/15.

Quick Lane Hours:

Mon - Fri
Sat 8 AM -5 PM

7AM -7 PM

| Valid on Quick Lana® Installed retail purchases only. Rsqulrss presentation of competitor's |
currant price ad/offer on exact tire sold by Quick Lane® within 30 days after purchase. See Quick |
Lane® Manager for details through 12/31/15.

SERVE

Buy four select tires, get up to

TIRE GUARANTEE

WE LL BEAT ANY PRICE ON THE
13 MAJOR BRANDS WE SELL

IN MAIL-IN REBATES

See Quick Lane® Manager for

details

J O\

Quick Lane® installed retail purchases only. Limit one redemption per customer. 380 tire rebate
on Pirelli®. $70 tire rebate on Michelin. $80 tire rebate on Goodyear®. Dunlop. General Tire,
Hankook and Yokohama. $50 tire rebate on BFGoodrich®. Tire rebate by prepaid debit card or

apply to an active Owner Advantage Rewards® account. Owner Advantge Rewards payment by

mail-in form only. Offer valid botween 2/1/15 and 3/31/15. Submit rebate by 4/30/15. Cannot be
combined with any other tire manufacturer-sponsored or Quick Lane Credit Card rebete/offer.

See Quick Lane® Manager for vehicle applications, rebate and account details.

Dealership Quality at After Market Prices!

Quick Lane®and Motoraraft®are registered tradarrerks of Ford Motor Conpeny

W Q

UiCkLane at Bill Brown Ford

TIRE &AUTO CENTER

32330 Plymouth Road, Livonia, Michigan 48150

No Appointment Necessary!
Service While You Wait

*Subject to credit approval. Rebate valid on qualifying purchase before tax; not valid on prior purchases. Complete purchase must be made on the Quick Lane® Credit Card. Offer valid through 3/31/15.

per visit. Rebate by prepaid debit card.

(734) 367-4843

www.quicklanelivonia.com

Submit rebate by 4/30/15.

*

a
Plymouth Rood

Not lo B# Brown Ford across bun
SartUctari's Churtdi

Limit one $25 mail-in rebate

Cannot be combined with other Quick Lane® Credit Card offers. Valid at participating Quick Lane® Retailers. See Quick Lane® Manager for vehicle applications, rebate and account details


mailto:jschaefer@freepress.com
http://www.quicklanelivonia.com
http://www.1acebook.com/pages/Apna-Ghar/1514787278739561
http://www.1acebook.com/pages/Apna-Ghar/1514787278739561
http://www.apnagharhomecare.com
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Any time snow is in
the forecast, the Wayne
County Department of
Public Services’Roads
Division is ready with
about 160 snowplow/salt
trucks to maintain more
than 2,000 miles of
roads.

Wayne County com -
missioners have been
asked about the coun-
ty’s snowplowing policy,
and according to De-
partment of Public Ser-
vices officials, free-
ways and surface
streets with the great-
est volume of traffic
are maintained first
unless there are ab-
normal conditions or
emergencies involving

public health and safety.

The Department of
Public Services has
established five priority
categories for snow

77/<? vic C as,
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removal:

» Priority I: State and
county freeways and
paved surface roads
with traffic volumes
normally greater than
10,000 vehicles per day
per lane and/or 40,000
vehicles per day on
roads with four or more
lanes.

» Priority Il: Paved
state and county roads
generally with volumes
of 2,500 to 10,000 vehi-
cles per day per lane.
Terrain and road align-
ments are factors in
this category, and Prior-
ity Il can be assigned to
otherwise lower-priority
roads for route continu-
ity and efficiency.

» Priority I1l1: Other
paved county roads on
district salt route
sheets. Priority 111
roads can be maintained

The

Scoop's

LOCAL NS

Wayne County explains
snow plowing

II
as part of higher-priori-
ty routes, but generally
are maintained after
Priority | and Il roads
are cleared.

» Priority IV: Mile-
type local roads and
primary gravel roads.
Work on these roads is
to be done during reg-
ularly scheduled shifts.

» Priority V: All other
roads and subdivision
streets in Wayne Coun-
ty’s nine townships.
Removal of snow is to
be completed during
regularly scheduled
shifts and only if more
than 6 inches of snow
have accumulated.

To learn more about
the Department of Pub-
lic Services’snow-re-
moval policy, visit
www.waynecounty.com/
dps/2005.htm.
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SUBMITTED

Ken and Joyce Reimann of Westland received a trophy for organizing the monthly "alumni*
gathering at the Westland Big Boy Restaurant.

Alumni’ give trophies to founders, server

A group of friends
who have been gathering
for breakfast at the Big
Boy Restaurant in West-
land since 2007 recently
decided to honor the
folks who made it hap-
pen.

The group honored
Ken and Joyce Reimann
of Westland and waitress
Ruth Bilodeau.

The Reimanns re-
ceived a trophy for orga-
nizing the group. The
first time they held a
gathering for friends at
the restaurant, 48 people
showed up for breakfast.
The gathering has now
become a monthly event,
meeting the second
Thursday of the month
“to catch up on what’
going on with each other
and enjoy a good break-
fast,” Harriet Fowler
said.

“Joyce keeps every-
one updated via email for
reminders of the next
breakfast and prayer
requests for those who
are sick and couldn’t
make itor perhaps the
passing of someone,” she
said.

SUBMITTED

Waitress Ruth Bilodeau was honored by the group for her

excellent service.

The group also has
agreed to call themselves
“alumni,” she added

Bilodeau was honored
for the “excellent service
she provides for her
customers.”

“She can almost take

their orders by memory
and does an excellent job
serving,” Fow ler said.
“She has awonderful
attitude. We are thankful
for the privilege of meet-
ing once a month at the
Big Boy.”
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MODEL LOCATION
48610 EASTBRIDGE
CANTON, MI 48188

LOCATED OFF OF GEDDES ROAD JUST
NORTH OF MICHIGAN AVENUE

All informetion contained hereinwes accurateat the time of publication In order to meintain the high degree of quality and incorporate menagement with greater flexibility and economy, we reserve the right

to meke changes in price, spedifications, meterials, or t change or discontinue models without notice or obligation. Floor plan dimensions arc appraxinate. < Alexander Bogacrts & Associates 2003.
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Franklin’s Giacobbi signs on with MU

By Ed Wright
Staff Writer

A five-year-old dream be-
came reality Thursday after-
noon for Livonia Franklin sen-
ior and honor student Becky
Giacobbi, who signed a letter
of intent to play college softball
for Madonna University begin-
ning in the fall.

A four-year varsity softball
phenom for the Patriots, Gia-
cobbi said she knew Madonna
was the place for her the min-
ute she attended a softball
camp on the Livonia School’s
campus as an eighth-grader.

“l fell in love with the school
and | knew that’s where | want-
ed to go when | was 13,” she
said. “l played on a 13U travel
team for Jess Irwin, who used
to pitch for Madonna, and she
kind of inspired me. It’s always
been my dream school, so I’'m
excited how things have turned

PREP GYMNASTICS

ED WRIGHT

Livonia Franklin senior Becky Giacobbi was flanked by (from left) her mom
Lori, Madonna University head softball coach Jerry Abraham, brother Jake
and father Paul as she signed a letter of intent to continue her diamond

career with the Crusaders.

out.”

A sure-handed center-field-
er and left-handed-batting slap
hitter, Giacobbi will be awel-
comed addition to the Crusad-
ers’program, said MU head

HUPPING
FORA OLRE

LNvaa

Qynestics teans

rase caoa-igting fuck

By Ed Wright
Staff Writer

One after another Wednes-
day night, members of the
Livonia Red and Blue gymnas-
tics teams executed jaw-drop-
ping, eye-opening routines that
made spectators go, “Wow !”

But itwas a feat the gym -
nasts performed prior to the
opening vault that was more
impressive.

In what has become an an-
nual pink-themed “Flipping
For A Cure” event, the two
teams joined forces to raise
money for the University of
Michigan’ Cancer Research
Center.

Red gymnasts raised can-
cer-fighting funds with a 50/50
raffle and a donation jar, while
Blue athletes organized pledge
sheets based on the number of
points the team compiled dur-
ing Wednesday’ meet.

“It was a great night,” said
Red head coach Kelly Grod-
zicki. “We honored cancer
survivors who were at the
meet and others who may have
lost their battle with cancer.”

The meet was exciting and
close, with Blue inching ahead

PREP HOCKEY

TOM BEAUDOIN
Livonia Red's Sydney Grenier
earned a solid 8.60 score on the
balance beam Wednesday night.

at the end, 138.650-137.500, on a
night filled with sportsman-
ship.

“l'am very proud of our
girls and Livonia Red on a
great meet,” said Blue head
coach Lisa Broomfield. “It’s

See FLIPPING, Page B2

Smith’'s five-point night

powers Chargers’ win

By Ed Wright
Staff Writer

Livonia Churchill hockey
player Dylan Smith did just
about everything except jump
on the Zamboni machine and
re-surface the ice during in-
termissions Wednesday night
at Eddie Edgar Ice Arena.

The senior captain scored
two goals and assisted on three
others as the Chargers rallied
from a late 3-2 deficit to de-ice
Farmington Hills Unified, 5-3.

The victory improved Chur-

"Subject to credit application and approval.

chill’s record to 6-8-3. The Fly-
ers slipped to 7-10.

“We kept giving 100 percent,
playing as a team and putting
pucks on the net, and we put a
couple in at the end,” said
Smith, when asked about the
Chargers’productive final
seven minutes.

Smith has had five-point
nights in travel hockey, but
never in a high school game, he
said.

“Dylan did a nice job of

See CHARGERS, Page B2

softball coach Jerry Abraham.
“Becky worked out with us a
few times this past fall and
once we saw her skills it was
kind of automatic that we’d
offer her an opportunity to

Consolidate
Your Bills

Save with one low payment

e MM

APR™*

play for our program,” said
Abraham. “Becky is not only
the kind of athlete we love to
play for Madonna, but she’s a
great person and student as
well, which is also important to
us.

“l am elated that Becky has
decided to join our softball
family. She is a big part of a
very good recruiting class for
us.”

A member of her school’s
National Honor Society, Gia-
cobbihas worked hard tocom -
pile a 3.8 grade point average.

The daughter of Paul and
Lori Giacobbiof Livonia, the
future Crusader plans topur-
sue a degree in physical thera-

In addition to playing soft-
ball at Franklin, Giacobbi is a
starting guard for the Patriots’
varsity basketball team.

ewright@ hometownlife.com

TOM BEAUDOIN

Livonia Blue's Catie McDougall focuses on her uneven bars routine during
Wednesday's meet against Livonia Red.

ED WRIGHT
Livonia
Churchill's Kent
Peterson (12)
and Farmington
Hills Unified's
Paul Martin (17)
battle for
control of the
puck (just to the
left of
Churchill's No.
16's right leg)
during the
second period
of Wednesday
night's game at
Eddie Edgar
Arena.

00%

734-578-2767
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ED WRIGHT, EDITOR
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MU coach
signs harrier

Madonna University
women’s cross country
coach Pat Daugherty
recently announced the
signing of two-time
all-stater Jessica Re-
agle of Homer.

Reagle earned a
total of seven letters in
cross country and track
for the Trojans. She
was also a three-time
all-Big 8 Conference
selection as Homer
won three straight
titles. She was also a
memberofHomer’s
2012 and 2013 regional
championship team, as
well as the Trojans’
2012 Division 4 state
championship team
where she finished
sixth overall (19:26.3).

In 2013, Reagle
placed fourth overall
(19:21.9) in the Division
4 finals as Homer took
fifth as a team.

“Jessica has posted
all-state times in her
high school career and
| think that her success
there will carry over to
her time as a Crusad-
er,” Daugherty said of
the honor roll and aca-
demic all-stater. “She
has been part of a suc-
cessful high school
program under Rebec-
ca WillisatHomer and
that will only help her
here at Madonna. Jessi-
cais also an outstand-
ing student, something
| look for in the run-
ners that come into the
program.”

Livonia
Parkrun

Thomas Preiss was
the first finisher in 19
minutes and 14 seconds
at the Livonia Parkrun
held Jan. 24 at Bicen-
tennial Park. Alexan-
der Brauer was second
in 22:56 and Lynn Bo-
ven placed third in
23:08.

Boven currently
leads the men’ annual
competition with 2,559
points. Sam Bailo
(2,254) is second and
Robert Hyde (2,140) is
third.

Making her first
appearance, Anne-
Marie Romanko was
the first female fin-
isher (and ninth over-
all) with a time of 30:03.
Monica Nick was sec-
ond among women
finishers (32:02) and
13th overall, and Kristi
Rymph was third (15th
overall) with a clocking
of 32:08.

Kim Zamora tops
the women’ standings
with 2,307 with Jenni-
fer Leight second
(1,664) and Jennifer
Greve third (1,617).

Livonia Parkrun
started in June 2012.
Since its inception, 26
international athletic
clubs have been repre-
sented with 2,724 runs
completed, covering a
total distance of 13,620
kilometers.

Reporting
results

Local high school
athletic coaches are
encouraged to report
results of their team’s
contests to Observer
sports editor Ed Wright
at 734-578-2767 or ew-
right@hometown-
life.com.

right here right for you
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Dierker big off bendh as Vedoma nenwin

Women win 90-56
over Marygrove

Chris Dierker made
the most of his 25 min-
utes off the bench
Wednesday night posting
a double-double as M a-
donna University rallied
in the second half to beat
host Marygrove College,
82-75, in aWolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Confer-
ence men’s basketball
game.

The 6-foot-6 red shirt
freshman forward from

CHARGERS

Continued from Page Bl

stepping up and making
key plays for us tonight,”
said Churchill head coach
Jason Reynolds. “He s a
strong leader. Tonight is
the kind of night he’s been
looking for for along
time; itwas well-deserved
as he isone of our hard-
est-working players. I’'m
real proud of him.”

At the other end of the
spectrum for Churchill
was the stellar play of
sophomore goalie Andrew
Broyles, who recorded 35
saves.

One of the two first-
period goals he allowed -
FHU’ Frank Zak was
credited with the goal -
appeared to be re-direct-
ed just before itreached
the goal crease.

The Flyers’third goal,
a short-range torpedo
launched by Austin Bot-
trell from the bottom of
the left face-off circle,
squeezed between the left
post and Broyles’glove.

FHU goalie Brendan
Dilloway was solid all
night until the Chargers’
late-game three-goal
flurry.

Zak was nearly Smith’s
equal as he netted a pair
of goals and assisted on
FHU s other lamp-lighter.

The Flyers struck first
with 4:15 left in the first

Salem High finished with
career-best 20 points and
12 rebounds as the Cru-
saders improved to 10-13
overall and 6-9 in the
WHAC.

Dierker, who connect-
ed on 10-0f-13 free
throws, helped Madonna
rally from a 44-41 half-
time deficit with 13 sec-
ond-half points.

Senior guard Shaun
Duncan and sophomore
point-guard Khalil Malo-
ne added 15 and 12 points,
respectively, while enior
center Donald Owens

came off the bench to
score nine points and
grab eight rebounds for
the Crusaders

M U outrebounded
Marygrove, 59-43, and
shot 23-0f-63 from the
field (41.3 percent). The
Crusaders were 27-0f-38
from the foul line (71.1
percent).

Diaunte Taylor paced
the Mustangs (3-20,1-14)
with a game-high 30
points and added 12 re-
bounds.

Darryl Dixon and
Tyler Styles contributed

ED WRIGHT

Livonia Churchill's Dylan Smith (10) had a huge night for the
Chargers, registering two goals and three assists inthe

Chargers' 5-3 victory.

period when Zak*s hard
riser from just inside the
blue line found the back
of the net. He was assist-
ed by Joey Lajcaj and
Brendan Bartlett.

Churchill evened the
count at 1-1 at the 5:59
mark of the second stanza
when Smith threaded a
pass in front to Justin
Reinholtz, who directed
past Dilloway.

The Chargers threat-
ened to seize the lead
moments later, but a low
screamer off the stick of
Parker Hodges bounced
off Dilloway’ right pad
before the Flyer net-
keeper denied Reinholtz
from the door-step with a
slick glove snag.

The Flyers grabbed a
2-1 advantage at the 2:20
mark on Bottrells impos-
sible-angle goal, but Chur-
chill bounced right back
37 seconds later when

Nolan Cioch scored the
equalizer after securing a
feed from Smith.

The third period was
well-played, penalty-free
and entertaining. Zak’s
second goal of the night
from nearly the identical
spot as his first put FHU
up 3-2, but the Flyers
couldn’tcontain Smith
down the stretch.

With 6:59 to play, Cioch
carried the puck behind
the netbefore sliding a
dime to a well-positioned
Smith, who one-time the
puck in to make it 3-3.

Just over two minutes
later, Cioch threaded a
seam pass to Smith, who
controlled the puck near
the blue line, whistled a
hard shot at Dilloway,
who made the stop, but
couldn’tcorral the re-
bound, which Smith
knocked in for the game-
winning goal.
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18 and 14, respectively, as
Marygrove shotonly 31.4
percent from the floor
(22-0f-70) and 61.1 per-
cent from the foul line
(22-0f-36).

The Crusaders return
toWHAC action begin-
ning at 3 p.m. Saturday at
home to face WHAC
leader Davenport Uni-
versity (20-3,14-1), which
isranked No. 5 in the
latest NAIA Division Il
poll.

MADONNA 90, MA -
RYGROVE 56: All 12 play-
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always nice as a coach to
see both teams coming
together and cheering
each otheron.”

Jess Weak was the
catalyst for Blue as she
placed first in the vault
(9.10) and the floor exer-
cise (9.25), and placed
second on the bars
(8.625) and the beam
(9.25).

Blue’s Bri Rhoad was
right behind Weak, as
she won the bars compe-
tition (8.65) and earned
second-place points on
the vault (9.05) and third-
place numbers on the
floor (8.90).

“We started on bars
and had a couple things
not go our way, but we
came back strong on our
next event, which was
the vault,” said Broom -
field. “We hit our vaults
and stuck our landings.”

Freshman Katie Gro-
ver piled up what turned
out to be important
points for the winners as
she scored an 8.50 on the
vault and the floor.

“Katie is working
really hard and learning
a lot,” said Broom field.
“She is a standout fresh-
man for us this season.

“Bri Rhoad is working
hard on some new skills
and perfecting old ones.
She is getting ready to
up her start value on
some events. And Jessi-
ca Weak is getting into a
groove of competing
very strongly and she is
more confident on her
events and skills.”

Red’s stellar night
was powered by Marissa
McVey, who placed sec-
ond with a 9.0 on her

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

ers scored and Madonna
University (14-7,13-2)
shot 53 percent the field
en route to an easy
WHAC women’ basket-
ball victory Wednesday
over host Marygrove
(4-19,2-13).

Junior guard Michele
Hayes paced the Crusad-
ers’scoring attack with
17 points. The Oakland
University transfer from
Inkster also dished out
six assists.

Lindsey Hernden and
Justice Dean (Garden
City) added 11 and 10

points for the Crusaders,
who shot 29-0f-55 from
the floor to go along with
26-0f-40 free throws (65
percent).

Kacy Robinson also
grabbed a team-high nine
rebounds for MU, which
led 47-27 at halftime.

Kierra Jordan (West-
land John Glenn) and
Raeha Weaver each
scored 12 points for the
Mustangs.

MU returns to action 1
p.m. Saturday at home to
take on No. 2-ranked
Davenport (21-0,15-0).

TOM BEAUDOIN

Livonia Blue's Katie Grover earned a score of 8.50 on the

vault Wednesday night.

floor-exercise routine
and third with an 8.95 on
the vault.

McVey’ 8.85score on
the beam was second
only to teammate Olivia
Dillon’s 9.225.

“Overall, some great
gymnastics tonight,”
said Grodzicki. “We had
agreat meetand | am
proud of all the girls. We
keep moving up and that
iswhatwe need to do.

“The team is showing
great strength and con-
sistency.”

LIVONIA BLUE 138.650

LIVONIA RED 137.500
Wednesday at Churchill

VAULT: 1 Jess Weak (B), 9.10; 2. Bri
Rhoad (B), 9.05; 3. Marissa McVey (R),
8.95; 4. Mikaela Hillie (R), 8.90; 5. Catie
McDougall (B), 8.75; 6. Olivia Ryktarsyk
(R), 8.70.

UNEVEN BARS: 1 Bri Rhoad (B), 8.65;
2. Jess Weak (B), 8.625; 3. Marissa McVey
(R), 8.525; 4. Emily Chatterjee (BJ, 8.20; 5.
Jackie Dziurgot (R), 8.10; 6. Mikaela Hillie
(R), 8.025.

BALANCE BEAM: 1. Olivia Dillon (R),
9.225; 2. Marissa McVey (R), 8.85; 3. Jess
Weak (B), 8.825; 4. (tie) Catie McDougall
(B) and Sydney Grenier (R), 8.60; 6. Emily
Chatterjee (B), 8.50.

FLOOR EXERCISE: 1 Jess Weak (B),
9.25; 2. Marissa McVey (R), 9.00; 3. Bri
Rhoad (B), 8.90; 4. (tie) Mikaela Hillie (R)
and Emily Chatterjee (B), 8.75; 6. (tie)
Jackie Dziurgot (R) and Olivia Ryktarsyk
(), 8.70.

Schoolcraft men soaring up the national charts

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Schoolcraft College’s
men’s basketball team is
firing on allcylinders as
February arrives on the
Michigan Community
College Athletic Associa-
tion calendar.

The Ocelots improved
toNo. 6 in the National
Junior College Athletic
Association following
victories Monday over
Delta College (78-75) and
Wednesday over St. Clair
County Community Col-
lege (87-52).

Schoolcraft now is 18-3
overall and 7-1in the
MCCAA, entering Sat-
urday’s home contest
against Macomb Commu-
nity College.

At Delta, Ja’Christian
Biles scored 28 points
while Lito Booth and
Javon Thomas chipped in
with 15 and 11 points,
respectively. Schoolcraft
led 37-33 at halftime and

THE WEEK AHEAD

BOYS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Feb. 3

Plymouth at Franklin, 7 p.m.
Churchill at John Glenn, 7 p.m.
Franklin at Plymouth, 7 p.m.
Edsel Ford at Clarenceville, 7 p.m.
Northville at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Wayne at Canton, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 4

Luth. Westland at HVL, 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 6

John Glenn at Wayne, 7 p.m.
Salem at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Churchill at Franklin, 7 p.m.
Thurston at Garden City, 7 p.m.
Parkway at HVL, 7 p.m.
Crestwood at RU, 7 p.m.
Clarenceville at Annapolis, 7 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Feb. 3

Canton at Wayne, 7 p.m.

John Glenn at Churchill, 7 p.m.
Arbor Prep at Garden City, 7 p.m.
Clarenceville at Edsel Ford, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 4

Luth. Westland at HVL, 5:30 p.m.

held off Delta’s late
charge.

Biles also was strong
on the boards, with 10
rebounds — nine at the
defensive end.

Everybody gotin on
the fun two nights later,
with the game already a
rout at the intermission
(43-25).

Five Ocelots reached
double digits, including
Canton alum Davon Tay-
lor, who tallied 11 points
and nine rebounds in 19
minutes of play. Taylor
shared team rebounding
honors with James Pruitt,
who scored 12.

Leading the way for
Schoolcraft was Booth,
who scored 13 points.
Adding 12was Thomas
while Biles registered 10.

Schoolcraft out-re-
bounded St. Clair County
(9-11,2-6) by a 52-35 mar-
gin, and shot the ball ata
47.7-percent clip (31-65).

LADY OCELOTS LOSE
2: Meanwhile, itwasn’t as

Thursday, Feb. 5

Parkway at HVL, 7 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 6

Franklin at Churchill, 7 p.m.

John Glenn at Wayne, 7 p.m.
Stevenson at Salem, 7 p.m.
Garden City at Romulus, 7 p.m.
Dearborn at Thurston, 7 p.m.
Annapolis at Clarenceville, 6 p.m.
RU at Crestwood, 7 p.m.

PREP GYMNASTICS
Monday, Feb. 2
Waterford/Northville at Livonia Blue,
p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3

Plymouth at Churchill, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 7

Canton Invitational TBA

PREP BOWLING

Tuesday, Feb. 3

John Glenn at Plymouth, 3:30 p.m.
Wayne at Northville, 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 4

John Glenn at Northville, 3:30 p.m.
Wayne at Canton, 3:30 p.m.

positive ofaweek for
Schoolcraft’s women
cagers.

The Lady Ocelots lost
67-66 at Delta on Monday
and then dropped a 63-57
decision Wednesday to
visiting St. Clair County.

Schoolcraft’s record
dropped to 13-7 overall
and 5-3inthe MCCAA
while St. Clair County
improved to 15-4,6-2.

Top scorers for School-
crafton Wednesday were
T’era Nesbitt (19 points)
and Wayne Memorial
product Ashley Bland (12
points). Grabbing 12 re-
bounds and tallying eight
points was Rikki Sherdt.

Monday’s loss was a
bitter one, with the win-
ning free throw made
with 0.6 seconds to play.

Scoring 16 points each
for the Lady Ocelots were
Elise Tolbert (Birming-
ham Seaholm), Jessica
Parry and Nesbitt.

tsmith@ hometownlife.com

BOYS SWIMMING
Tuesday, Feb. 3

Wayne at Trenton, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 5

John Glenn at Canton, 6:30 p.m.
Wayne at Plymouth, 6:30 p.m.
Franklin at Churchill, 6:30 p.m.
Belleville at Garden City, 5:30 p.m.
Dearborn at Thurston, 6 p.m.
Fordson at RU, 4 p.m.

Novi at Stevenson, 6:30 p.m.
PREP WRESTLING
Wednesday, Feb. 4

KLAA Quad at Stevenson, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 7

WWAC Conference Meet, 9 a.m.
PREP HOCKEY
Wednesday, Feb. 4

Canton at Stevenson, 6 p.m.
Churchill at Franklin, 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 6

Brighton at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Franklin at Grand Blanc, TBA
Saturday, Feb. 7

Franklin at Grand Blanc, TBA


http://www.switchtolariche.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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HIGH SCHOOL BOWLING

By Ed Wright
Staff Writer

Redford Union’s boys and
girls bowling teams ruled the
lanes against Dearborn
Heights Robichaud on
Wednesday afternoon in a
pair of Western Wayne Ath-
letic Conference matches
hosted by Skore Lanes.

The Panthers’girls con-
tingent throttled the Bull-
dogs, 28.5-1.5 to improve its
record to 3-6-1 in the pro-
gram’ inaugural season.

RU set the tone early by
winning the pair of Baker
Game contests, 145-82 and
105-66.

The winners held on tight
to the momentum in the ensu-
ing traditional-scoring match-
es, as they out-rolled Rob-
ichaud 685-458 and 655-442.

LOCA. SICRIS
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Lhion bonlars rdl over Robadald

Carly Wasielewski paced
the Panthers with a top game
of 173.

RU’s boys team improved
to 4-6 with a decisive 24-6
triumph over Robichaud. The
Panthers eked out a 155-139
victory in the first Baker
Game before handily dis-
patching the Bulldogs in the
second encounter, 149-111.

The Panthers rose to the
occasion in the five-on-five
matches as well, taking game
one 642-622 before peaking
with a 707-648 win in the
nightcap.

Brandon Sandelin was the
main man for RU as he regis-
tered a high game of 186.

Pioneers too strong
On Tliesday, Dearborn
High upended the Panthers

boys team, 27.5-2.5 in a

W W AC showdown held at
Lodge Lanes. The Pioneers
captured both Baker Games,
172-151 and 206-124 before
sweeping the traditional
match-ups, 901-767 and 899-
850.

Nick Laidler bowled well
in defeat for the Panthers as
he posted a 188 game.

The lady Panthers also lost
to Dearborn, 24-6. The Pio-
neers pocketed the Baker
Games, 177-145 and 136-128
before the two teams bowled
to a 679-all tie in the first
traditional game. Dearborn
won game two, 667-638.

Ashley Mattia was solid
for the Panthers, rolling a
team-high 163 game.

Zebras zero in on 'W'
The Wayne Memorial girls
bowling team knocked off

JOHN HEIDER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Novi's Bryan Fegert (middle) ié boxed in along the boards by Stevenson's Joe Alcantara (left) and Ben Kowalske
during Wednesday's KLAA Central clash.

BOYS HOCKEY

Stevenson topples Novi as
Barber stars In 5-2 decision

By Brad Emons
Staff Writer

The finish proved to be bit
hair raising for Livonia Steven-
son’s hockey team in Wednes-
day’s Division 2 state-ranked
clash against host Novi.

The Spartans were trying to
protect an early 4-1 third-period
lead, but with 11:08 left Andrew
Nowak was sent off to the pen-
alty box with a five-minute
major for charging coupled
with a game disqualification.

And itdidn’thelp matters
when Stevenson’s Alec Allen
was also sent off as a result of a
five-minute boarding call with
8:19 remaining.

No. 3-ranked Novi tallied one
power play
goal, but Ste-
venson (11-4-3,
5-2-3) had Cul-
len Barber in
net and the
junior proved
tobe a cut
above as the
No. 3 Spartans
walked out of Novi lce Arena
with a5-2 KLAA CentralDivi-
sion win.

Novi (11-6-1,4-4-1) was on the
continuous power play for 7
minutes and 49 seconds during
the third period, including a
five-on-three for 2:11.

But the only goal Barber
allowed from that point was
with 9:07 remaining on Pat
Wojtylo’s power play tally from
Bryan Fegert and Ryan Baxter.

“I’m just trying to get as
many whistles as | can and help
my team out, and just kill off
the penalty without letting in a
goal,” Barber said. “That’s the
first time I’ve ever been in a
seven-minute power play situa-
tion and had to kill it off.”

Novi appeared to have
pulled to within one, 4-3, with
6:58 remaining, but the goal
was disallowed because of a
high stick.

“l knew itwas a high stick
right away,” Barber said. “Even
though they called it a high
stick, you’ve got to move on and
worry about the next shot.”

Novi coach Mark Vellucci
didn’t make an issue of the
reversed goal.

“Our guys were saying it
wasn’ta high stick,” he said.
“Fortunately we have a tape of
itand we’ll take a look and see.

Barber

My first reaction from the
bench was | thoughtitwas a
high stick, too. | thought it was
an OK call.”

Stevenson, which outshot the
Wildcats 34-23, controlled the
opening period and led 1-0 on
Stephen Olschanski’s goal when
he pounced on a rebound. Vince
Glenn and Nate Sudek drew the
assists.

“l think the biggest disap-
pointment was the start of the
game,” Vellucci said. “We beat
them 3-2 last year and we knew
Stevenson wanted to come out
hard, and they did. We told our
guys thatand our guys just
didn’trespond.”

The Wildcats, however,
perked up in the second period,
but found themselves down 3-0.

Allen beat Novinetminder
Josh Richardson over the shoul-
deron a shot from the left point
assisted by Olschanski with
11:20 left. Glenn then followed
with a goal on a four-on-four
situation with 8:40 remaining in
the same period assisted by
Olschanskiand Josh Denomie.

Olschanski, a senior winger,
continued his hot play of late by
racking up three more points.

“What can | say about Ste-
phen Olschanski?” Stevenson
coach David Mitchell said.
“He’s coming into his own as a
hockey player. | say this a lot,
but he’s even a better kid. |’'m
so happy for him and proud of
him, and couldn’tbe happier for
aguy who’s having a season
that he’s having. He’s just get-
ting rewarded for all the time
and effort, and work that puts
in because he puts a ton of it
in.”

Novi, however, showed some
life just 3:33 into the third peri-
od as Alec Wells jammed home
arebound assisted by Brendan
Wexler and Ryan Fonda to
make it 3-1.

But the Spartans answered
at 5:42 of the third on Joe Al-
cantara’s power play goal from
Shane Leonard and Allen for a
4-1 advantage.

But then the whistles came
ringing down as Stevenson took
a pair of five-minute majors,
while Novi was issued four
penalties, including a 10-minute
misconduct.

“I’ve never seen agame with
so many five-minute major
calls,” Vellucci said. “But that’s
the game of hockey. | was a

little disappointed our guys lost
their composure a little bit.
Whether you agree with the
calls or not you’ve just got to
play over it. The game in high
school has changed with the
rules changes - five-minute
charges and five-minute board-
ings. A lot of the calls that used
tobe two minutes are five min-
utes now. | think it’s taken some
time for all high school hockey
teams to adjust. It’s the rules
and you've got to abide by it.”

The Wildcats, however, had
their chances, including a
stretch in the third for 2:11
when they had a two-man ad-
vantage on the power play.

The Wildcats had a five-on-
three, but couldn’t score.

“It’s disappointing,” Vellucci
said. “Any time you get a five-
on-three you should get quality
chances. | don’tknow if we
even got any good quality
chances. But to their credit
they killed if off nicely. |
wouldn’t say it was the turning
point, but if we score a couple
there..”

Still up 4-2 and able to
weather the storm, Stevenson
put the game away with 2:40
remaining on Alex DeFlorio’s
goal from Alcantara.

“It was kind of a strange
game overall, especially with
the penalties on both sides,”
Vellucci said. “The first period
Stevenson totally dominated us.
They wanted it more. It’s just
that simple. They outplayed us,
outhustled us, won all the one-
on-one battles and outshot us. ...

Meanwhile, the final period
proved to be a roller coaster for
the Spartans.

“That’s hockey,” Mitchell
said. “It’sa 51-minute game.
High school hockey as emotion-
al as itis and with the rules the
way they are you’ve got to play
a certain way. We got ourselves
in a little bit of penalty trouble,
but give our guys credit. We
had to bear down and made
plays when we had to.”

And allowing just one goal
despite being down at least one
man during that nearly eight-
minute stretch in the third was
impressive from Mitchell’s
perspective.

“Against Noviits really
good, we’ll take it,” he said.

bemons@ hometownlife.com

Salem, 29-1, Friday afternoon
ina KLAA match hosted by
Town and Country Lanes.

The Zebras were domi-
nant, winning the Baker
Games, 203-173 and 177-112
before sweeping the tradi-
tional games as well.

Shaelyn Wojewski excelled
for the winners, rolling
games of 207 and 194. Amy
Hoch also sparkled, chalking
up scores of 220 and 147.

Providing consistency to
the Zebras’ attack were Gab-
by Charron (164 and 177) and
Christina O’Harris, who re-
corded games of 158 and 181.

Single-game bowlers in-
cluded Kayla Thompson (179)
and Haley Gilbert (180).

ewright@ hometownlife.com

GIRLS PREP BASKETBALL

ED WRIGHT
Junior Christina O'Harris has been a
key player in Wayne Memorial's
stellar season to date.

Eagles edge Trojans
IN VWWNAC battle

By Ed Wright
Staff Writer

Redford Thurston’ girls
basketball team erased seven-
point deficits twice Thursday
night to nip host Livonia Clar-
enceville, 34-33, in a Western
Wayne Athletic Conference
match-up.

The victory boosted the
Eagles’overall record to 3-9.

Ivery Mamo paced a bal-
anced Thurston scoring ledger
with 12 points. Megan Abela
also played well for the win-
ners, netting 11 points.

Alisha Southern led the the
Trojans with 19 points.

Thurston led at the half,
17-15.

Swisher lead GC

Junior guard Amber Swish-
er scored a career-high 16
points Friday night to spark
Garden City to a 54-36 victory
over Dearborn Fordson.

Twelve of Swisher’ points
resulted from four three-point
makes. She also drained both
of her free-throw attempts.

The victory left both teams
with 1-6 records in the WW AC
Blue Division. The Cougars
improved to 3-10 overall.

“Everybody scored and the
kids were focused tonight,”
said GC head coach Michele
TVree. “This is the way | felt
we were capable of playing
the entire season.”

Lindsey Michalak nearly
pulled off a triple-double as
she scored 11 points to go with
10 rebounds and five assists.
Hannah Vera-Burgos (eight
points, three rebounds, two
assists) and Rachel Spellman
(six points, 10 assists) also
gave the Tractors fits.

Mikaela Smolar (five
points) and KelliMcDaniel
(four points, four rebounds)
also played well for the win-
ners.

Fordson was led by Mariam
Faraj and Mariam Charara,
both of whom scored nine
points.

GC led 14-3 after one quar-
ter, 24-11 at the half and 40-23
with eight minutes to play.

The Cougars were ared-hot
7-for-8 from the free-throw
line.

Spartans prevail
Energized by a big third
quarter, Livonia Stevenson

edged visiting South Lyon,
35-30, Friday night.

The game was knotted at
17-all at the half before the
Spartans outscored their visi-
tors 11-6 during the third stan-
za.

Patriots conquer Zebras

Host Livonia Franklin post-
ed a 53-13 victory over Wayne
Memorial Friday night to
improve its record to 3-9 over-
all and 2-4 in the KLA A South
Division. The Zebras slipped
to 0-11 and 0-6, respectively.

Sarah Cramton paced the
winners with 16 points. Ashley
Mardeusz had a productive
night off the bench, netting
seven points and seven re-
bounds. Other main contrib-
utors to the winning cause
were Jackie Daily and Katelyn
Kovach, who scored eight
points a piece; and Erin
McNally, who pumped in six.

Andrea Gonzales led the
Zebras with seven points.

Franklin led 35-8 at the
half.

“The thing | like the best
about our performance to-
night was the play of some of
our reserve players,” said
Franklin head coach Jim Mil-
ican. “We had some girls come
in off the bench and score
seven and eight points, which
was nice to see.”

Panthers clipped by
Cougars

Dearborn Heights Annapo-
lis edged Redford Union, 36-
35, in a thrilling WW AC Red
Division game Friday night.

Renee Reed led RU with 11
points. Cliffangela Stafford
chipped in with four points
and 14 rebounds, and Alona
Ray-Davis ripped seven
steals.

Down 14 points after one
quarter, the Panthers stormed
back to seize a three-point
lead with 35 second left on a
steal-and-layup sequence by
Angelica Wellons.

However, a couple critical
turnovers and clutch foul
shooting down the stretch by
the Cougars resulted in the
tough road loss for RU.

“Five of the last six games
we’ve held teams under 50
points, so we’re playing a lot
better defensively,” said RU
head coach Scott Purdy. “We
getting there.”

TOM BEAUDOIN

Redford Thurston's Sydney Taylor drives to the basket during a game
earlier this season. The Eagles edged Clarenceville, 34-