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School

Superintendent: All areas of
budget are fair discussion topics

By Karen Smith
Staff Writer

Faced with a projected fund balance
of just $378,556 for the end of this
school year, the Livonia school board is
asking for the public’s input on what to
cut out of its general fund budget for
next school year.

The district’s general fund budget
this year is $146.5 million in expendi-
tures and $143.1 million in revenues. A
fund balance of 5 percent to 10 percent
is typically recommended, which would
be $7.3 million to $14.6 million for Livo-
nia Public Schools.

The board will hold community fo-
rums at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15, and
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20, in the LPS
Administration building at 15125 Far-

b oard

se e ks

mington Road.

“All areas of the budget are fair
discussion topics in the forums,” Super-
intendentRandy Liepa said in an email
to the Observer.

Liepa will provide a budget over-
view, including what cuts have already
been made, and then attendees will
break into small groups headed up by a
board member to discuss a list of items.

Trustee Randy Roulier, at Monday’s
school board meeting, encouraged resi-
dents to try to attend. “Letyour feel-
ings be heard about what’s important to
you within our school district because
some tough decisions are going to have
to be made,” he said. “Your input is
really welcomed at those forums.”

According to Liepa’ article in the
January edition of Dialog, the district’s
newsletter that will go to all residents
and businesses, LPS continues to follow
the state trend of declining enrollment.

“Simply put, fewer live births in our

input

On

community, coupled with limited real
estate growth in the housing market,
equals enrollment decline,” he writes.
“Enrollment decline means less reve-
nue based on the way school districts
are funded in our state.

“While fewer students also means
less costs, the cost reduction is not
equivalent to lost revenue. As an ex-
ample, if we have 300 fewer students,
spread out over 800 classrooms, that
leaves us little room to reduce ex-
penses, while revenues go down by $2.4
million from that 300-student enroll-
ment decline.”

That trend has led to approximately
$18 million less in funding over the past
five years, he said. “Thus, we must
prioritize the programs and services
we offer.”

For the second semester of this
school year, the district is making about
a $70,000 reduction in contracted secu-
rity at the high schools, along with

utgoing county exec
recalls points of pride

Ficano’s legacy includes economic development and over-budget jail project

By David Veselenak
Staff Writer

If you ask outgoing Wayne
County Executive Robert
Ficano about his time in of-
fice, the first thing he’ll dis-
cuss is the economic devel-
opment growth the county
has seenin recentyears.

“If you look at it, in the
past five years, 40 percent of
all the new investment in the
state of Michigan happened
in Wayne County,” he said.

He’ll champion work with
the Aerotropolis develop-
ment, the Cobo Center au-
thority as well as attracting
businesses such as Blue
Cross Blue Shield todown-
town Detroit.

It’s those economic devel-
opment projects Ficano
hopes become his legacy,
though the debate will likely
continue for years.

Ficano, alLivonia resident,
isending his time as county
executive, arun that lasted 12
years before he was defeated
intheDemocratic primary in
August. He, along with sever-
al other candidates, was de-
feated by Warren Evans, who
will take the reins later this
week as Wayne County exec-
utive.

Previous to his election in
2002 to the county’s top spot,
Ficano served as county
sheriff. He was appointed
sheriffin 1983 and re-elected
five times.

He leaves office with
severalaccomplishments
under his belt, especially in
economic development, but
several problems loomed
during his tenure in recent
years. One of the most nota-
ble was the unfinished coun-
ty jail project that sits across
the street from the Frank
Murphy Hall of Justice in
Detroit, aswellas waves of
scandal surrounding his

See FICANO, Page A2

Robert Ficano has served as county executive for 12 years.
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cuts

freezing any open positions or expendi-
tures, none of which will impact the
classroom for the remainder of the
year, where possible, he said.

The district has been using its fund
balance to preserve programs and ser-
vices, keeping cuts out of the classroom
as much as possible. Liepa said he isn’t
sure when the district last had a fund
equity of 5-10 percent, but it was “prob-
ably sometime within the last five
years.”

In the past, the district held commu-
nity forums to help it prioritize. The
community has always stepped up and
provided helpful feedback in the dis-
trict’s planning process, Liepa said.

Those who would like to participate
need to register by emailing
jwozniak@livoniapublicschools.org or
calling 734-744-2510.

ksmith@hometownlife.com 1248-309-7524 \
Twitter: @KarenS87

Moviegoers
line up to see
‘Interview’ at

State Wayne

By Zlati Meyer
michigan.com

The line that stretched past
the concession stand to the
front door of the State-Wayne
movie theater in Wayne was
orderly.

No protestors picketed
beneath the old-fashioned
marquee. The specially hired
security guards strolled
around. One movie-goer
thanked them on her way out.
Two uniformed policemen,
who came inside briefly, saw
no crime other than a gaudy
snow hat.

The Interview screened at
the Michigan Avenue theater
seven times — one of hun-
dreds of cinemas across the
U.S. showing the controversial
Seth Rogen-James Franco
comedy about a plot to assassi-
nate North Korean dictator
Kim Jung Un. Sony Pictures
had initially canceled its
Christmas Day release of the
film after hackers threatened
to attack theaters showing it.
Earlier this week, Sony decid-
ed on a limited release.

Among the other Michigan
venues are the State Theatre

See MOVIE, Page A2

WILL OBAMA
WATCH '"THE
INTERVIEW'?

President Barack Obama
cheered Sony's decision to
make "The Interview" widely
available on digital platforms,
but declined to say whether he
would be streaming the spoof
of North Korea while on vaca-

tion in Hawaii. "I'm glad it's
being released," he said
Wednesday.

It was just last week that Oba-
ma called it a mistake for Sony
to scuttle plans for releasing
the film, which isabout a plot
to assassinate North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, amid
threatened retaliatory attacks.
The entertainment industry
should not engage in self-
censorship for fear of offend-
ing foreign dictators, Obama
said.

By Monday, Sony announced it
would go ahead with a limited
release in theaters starting
Christmas Day. And on

The Wayne-Westland school
board will have new leadership
in 2015.

The board will elect new
officers during its organiza-
tional meetingat7 p.m.Mon-
day, Jan. 12, in the district’s
administrative officesonMar-
quette in Westland.

Under the board’ policies
and procedures, members are
polled prior to the organiza-

tional meeting to hear their
preferences in serving as offi-
cers in the coming year. Board
officers serve one-year terms.

Shawna Walker has indicat-
ed an interestin serving in any
of the four leadership posi-
tions: president, vice presi-
dent, secretary and treasurer.
The Westland resident is com -
pleting her first term as board
president.
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Thomas Buckalew, the cur-
rentvice president, and Trus-
tee Sally Madison also ex-
pressed an interestin any one
of the positions.

Trustee Charles “Trav*
Griffin, who was elected to
serve a partial two-year term
in November, indicated his
interestin serving as board
vice president.

Board Treasurer Frederick
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Weaver also was specific,
expressing aninterestin being
the vice president or secre-
tary, while board Secretary
CarolMiddel said she was
open toany position but presi-

Wednesday, the studio made
the film available to rent on
platforms such as YouTube,
Google Play and Microsoft's
Xbox Video. One of the first
showings in Los Angeles drew

dent.
Melandie Hines, who was

elected to the school board in

November, will not seek an
office.

carolers, fans dressed as Uncle
Sam and — in asurprise ap-
pearance — codirectors Seth
Rogen and Evan Goldberg.
Tribune News Service

- By Sue Mason
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0] ver the holidays,
many folks will
head to the movies

for entertainment. Quite

a few of the new releases

are based on books or

book series. Make sure to
visit the library for the
real story!

Mock-
ingjay was
released in
November
and was
based on
the third
installment of the Hunger
Games series. The Hunger
Games by Suzanne Col-
lins is a dystopian young
adult series based in the
fictional Panem. While
these novels may be in
the young adult section,
they are excellent reads
for teens and adults
alike.

The final Hobbit film,
The Hobbit: Battle ofthe
Five Armies was released
Dec. 17. The Hobbit is the
prequel to the Lord ofthe
Ring series by JRR Tol-
kien. This is another

CENTRAL
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political appointees.

Cementing a legacy,
Ficano said, comes with
more than one or two
problems that arise dur-
ing apublic servant’
tenure.

“When we had some of
those complications, the
easiest thing to do would
have been to give up and
to move on. Instead, | said
‘no,” he said. “I think,
when you look at it, eco-
nomic development is
going tobe abig part of
the legacy.”

Looking back at his
career, Ficano said he
learned a lot on the job,
including working with
people he trusted perhaps
a little too much to handle
operations at the county.

“In this case, was | too
trusting of some people?
Yes, probably | was,” he
said. “The fiscal thing
was not easy and those
decisions, nobody liked
cutting pay 10 percent.”

Diane Webb, a county
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young adult series with
universal appeal. The
series is based in Middle-
earth. Read about the
spectacular adventures
of Bilbo Baggins during
the upcoming winter
break. In addition to the
books, the library also
has copies of the previ-
ously released movies on
DVD.

Into the Woods is based
on the Grimm fairy tales
Little Red Riding Hood,
Cinderella, Jack and the
Beanstalk, and Rapunzel.
The Grimm fairy tales
are available at the li-
brary; additionally you
can find the Stephen
Sondheim adaptation of
the Broadway musical
Into the Woods.

The latest incarnation
of the musical Annie is
being released in Decem -
ber as well. The library
has CDs and the DVD of
the 1981 theatrical re-
lease. Annie books can be
easily reserved through
the The Library Net-
work. Ask any of the

commissioner who repre-
sents Redford, part of
Livonia and Dearborn
Heights, said the work of
the people Ficano ap-
pointed could be abig
part of how people re-
member him.

“He just trusted peo-
ple too much and didn’t
do his own homework on
the decisions thatwere
being made,” she said.
“The biggest problem is
that he did not stay in
control.”

Thejail project

Ficano said halting
work on the jail project
when itwas projected to
go about $90 million over
budget became the diffi-
cult thing to do, leaving
the project half-complet-
ed.

“It took a lotof politi-
cal capital, but we said,
‘No, we’re suing you,”” he
said.

Three individuals who
worked or did work for
the county were indicted
earlier thisyear on sever-
alcharges related to the
over-budget project.
Their cases are still work-
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New movie releases based on books, book series

librarians at either the
youth or adult reference
desks for assistance.

The New Year will see
the release of several
book-based movies as
well.

From the deepest,
darkest Peru arrives the
duffel coat-clad, marma-
lade-eating, lovable bear,
Paddington! The library
is full of stories by M i-
chael Bond about Pad-
dington Bear. See the
live-action movie about
Paddington and his ad-
ventures in London with
the Brown family begin-
ning Jan. 16. Share these
adorable stories with
your children prior to the
movie release.

To check out copies of
these books, the previous
films, or for other litera-
ry-based movie adapta-
tions, visit the youth or
adult reference desks at
the library. The librari-
ans will be happy to as-
sist you. Happy Holi-
days!

On apersonal note, |

ing through the legal
process.

Ficano anticipates the
jail projectwill move
forward during Evans’
tenure and he said he
believes itwill be con-
tinued at its site across
from the courthouse after
all the lawsuits pan out.

“The path is there,” he
said. “Part of that path is
there because we stopped
itand sued.”

Webb said while Fica-
no’s legacy with the jail
willbe remembered,
there are many other
issues that come to mind
when thinking of his ten-
ure, including his work on
economic development
that has been beneficial
across the county.

She cited several ex-
amples, including work to
keep the Ford assembly
plantin Wayne running
and notmoving out of the
county.

“In doing that, the
county helped keep Ford
in Michigan and Wayne
County,” she said. “It
would be unfair tosay he
didn’taccomplish any-
thing. He did get some

MOVIE

Continued from Page Al

and Quality 16 Goodrich
in Ann Arbor and Mi-
chael Moore’s Bijou by
the Bay in Traverse City.
The Interview starts
playing at Emagine Can-
ton for free on Wednes-
day.

“I’'m personally of-
fended by the fact that
someone said we
shouldn’t show this film,”
said Cory Jacobson, own-
er of Phoenix Theatres,
which includes the State-
Wayne. Jacobson shifted
Interstellar to the Laurel
Park cinema to show The
Interview. “People are
thanking a ruthless dicta-
tor for helping them
discover our theater....
The crowds are laughing
atit. It seems highly
offensive. If | were the
dictator of North Korea,
1’d be highly offended.”

Jacobson, who’ been
in the movie business
since 1978, likened the
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will be leaving the Wayne
Public Library as of Jan.
9 to pursue a new ad-
venture. | have very
much enjoyed my time
here. The staff and pa-
trons of the library have
been very welcoming and
itwas avery hard deci-
sion to leave.

I want to thank the
Wayne community for
making my time at the
library very worthwhile.
Storytime and other pro-
grams will continue as
planned. | hope that folks
will have the opportunity
to stop by the youth ref-
erence desk before Jan. 9
so | can say (to quote
Tigger) “ta-ta for now.”

Upcoming Events

Leader dogs for the
Blind, 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 7 — Join Jan
Crawford as she shares
her experiences as a
puppy raiser for this
organization, which is
dedicated to the empow -
erment and independ-
ence of blind, visually-

things done.”

Water authority and
local issues

Ficano praised the
work to create a new
water authority asare-
sult the Detroit bankrupt-
cy hearings, the Great
Lakes Water Authority,
which will have repre-
sentation from all three
metro Detroit counties, as
wellas the city of Detroit
and the state.

Working toachieve
some suburban repre-
sentation over the water
supply from Detroit was
a “critically important”
step to secure more say
for other municipalities
in how water rates are
determined.

“The suburbs will have
alotmore authority than
they’ve had in the past,”
he said. “We filed the
mediation motion in the
federal court, in the bank-
ruptcy court, which
spurred all this.”

The creation of that
authority, Ficano said,
will help save water users
from potential major
spikes in water rates ifa

impaired and deaf-blind
people. Learn about the
rigorous training re-
quired for puppies to
become qualified service
dogs and meet a canine
candidate aspiring to be
someone’s dedicated
helper. Sign up at the
adult reference desk.
Family Fun Storytime,
2p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 13,
20 and 27 and Feb. 3,10
— Multi-age story time
for the whole family. Join
us for stories, rhymes,
movement and crafts
intended to engage chil-
dren and caregivers of
all ages. An adult care-
giver mustremain with
the child during the en-
tire program. Approxi-
mately 30 minutes long.
Sign up begins two weeks
prior to event at the
youth reference desk.
Tips to Avoid Being
Scammed, 1p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 15 — Please join
Walgreens at the Wayne
Public Library for an
engaging one-hour pres-
entation entitled “Tips To

private company were to
come in and run the coun-
ty’s water.

“No matter who you
said should be making
repairs and all that stuff,
repairs have to be done,”
he said. “A private com-
pany would have con-
densed itinto a couple
years in which they
would have done it and
the waterrates would
have just been sky high in
all of the suburban
areas.”

He said he helped
champion work done with
help from the county on
several projects, includ-
ing the pothole blitz earli-
er this year that saw an
increase of county work-
ers filling potholes on
major roads in Redford
and Livonia as 1-96 was
being reconstructed, the
splash park in Canton and
helping restore Central
City Park in Westland.

The park, Westland’s
largest, was closed due to
lead and other contamina-
tion in 2006. The land was
owned by Wayne County,
which facilitated and
largely funded the reme-
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Cory Jacobson, owner of the historic State-Wayne theater in
Wayne, takes a ticket from Pete Castro of Baltimore, Md., for a
showing of the film "The Interview" on Thursday.

conviviality of the movie-
goers to film festival
attendees. He said
movie-goers chatted with
one another, analyzing
the movie.

Jacobson announced
to the approximately 100
people at the sold-out
screening at the State-
Wayne before the movie:
“Enjoy the First Amend-
ment.”

Michelle Borg, 48, of
Wayne was first in line

for the 2:40 p.m. showing,
with her husband and
two adult children in tow.
For the medical biller’s
family, going to the
moviesis aChristmas
Day tradition, not a polit-
ical statement.

“We’re amovie buff
family,” she said. “It’s a
movie, entertainment.”

Derrick Jones was
more philosophical about
all the drama surround-
ing the comedy.

CRYSTAL CREEK % J
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Avoid Getting
Scammed.” This is a free
service. For any ques-
tions, contact Jon Ste-
vens at 734-595-9956 (do
not contact the library).

Parents-in-Action, 6
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21
— Parent and child work-
shops presented by Star-
fish Family Services.
January’ topic is “Active
Learning.” To register,
contact Starfish at 313-
937-2458 or starfish-
elc@sfish.org

Valentine Making
Craft, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 11 —
Visit the youth depart-
ment to make those last-
minute valentines for
your friends and loved
ones. This is an all ages,
drop-in craft.

Information Central was
compiled by Kelly Soerens,
Children's Librarian. The Wayne
Public Library isat 3737 S.
Wayne Road, Wayne. For more
information, call 734-721-7832
orgo online to

www. wayne. lib.mi. us.

diation project, which
allowed the park tore-
open in 2012.

“As mayor, | will al-
ways be thankful for Bob
Ficano and his team
working with the city to
remediate and reopen
Central City Park,” said
Westland Mayor William
Wild, who ran against
Ficano in the August
primary. “For without his
help, the park would have
continued to be a black
eye for the community.”

Looking forward

As Evans moves into
the Guardian Building
next month, Ficano says
he believes the county’s
finances are on the right
track.

“(Evans) has until at
least 2016 to make sure
what permanent path he
wants to go with the fi-
nances,” Ficano said. “It’s
pretty well stabilized
itself. We’ve gotten sur-
pluses, dramatically cut
the accumulated deficit.”

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728Twitter:
@DavidVeselenak

“If someone did a
movie where they killed
our president, we’d be up
inarms,” the 49-year-old
engineer from Westland
said. “l understand why
North Korea is upset.”

His son Justice Watts,
19, said simply, “It looked
like a good movie.”

Mick Caudell, who’d
driven an hour from
Toledo with his father,
Mark, to see the film,
called it “average.” The
elder Caudell deemed it
“junior high school hu-
mor.”

“It’s not exactly
award-winning,” said the
21-year-old college sen-
ior. “It fits its purpose.”

But Christine Murphy
gave it two thumbs up.

“Itwas very original.
It was entertaining,” the
44-year-old property
manager from Westland
explained. “If people
could see (Kim Jung Un)
in a different light, it
would not take violence”
to overthrow him.

zmeyer@freepress.com

We care for and about our residents

and their families.

Ourstaffisprofessionally trained and able toprovide the supportand care

thatyourloved one needs, allwhileproviding a secure lifestyle.

*Relaxed, caring atmosphere
Spacious studio-styled suites
«Accommodations for couples
eHandicap accessible suites
*24-hour staff physician services
«Daily medication management

eMemory care

=Contained outdoor courtyard
*Housekeeping/laundry
=Beauty/barber shop

«Variety of activities and programs
=State Licensed

Nurse on site

=Secure facility
Call us for an appointment today

734-453-3203

8121 North Lilley Rd.* Canton, Ml 48187 swww.crystalcreekassistedliving.com
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LIVONIA CHAMBER OFFERS NEW

LOCAL NEWS

DEDICATED TO NEHASIL PARK,

Livonia postcards
featuring Larry Nehasil
Park and Wilson Barn are
now available atthe Livo-
nia ChamberofCom -
merce.

It is the first time in
recent history the cham -
ber offered postcards,
but the new mementos

were inspired by re-
quests by visitors to the
chamber office.

“There areanumber
of people who frequently
ask if we have Livonia
postcards,” Chamber
President Dan West said.
“You usually think about
postcards sold at tourist-

type places. We may not
be atourist destination,
but there are quite a few
Livonia residents who
want them. | think that
really speaks to how
much Livonians appreci-
ate theircommunity.”
The new postcards

will sell for 25 cents each.

This postcard features one of Livonia's newest landmarks, Larry Nehasil Park, which was

One postcard features
one of Livonias newest
landmarks, Larry Nehasil
Park, which was dedicat-
ed in October. The other
postcard features one of
Livonia’s most historic
sites, Wilson Barn, which
dates back to the 1830s.
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The postcards, West
said, will give residents
and business owners a
chance topromote Livo-
nia.

“This should give
those people a new way to
express their Livonia
pride,” he added.

POSTCARDS

BARN

The postcards will be
sold in the lobby of the
Livonia ChamberofCom -
merce, located on Five
Mile just east of Far-
mington Road. After the
holiday break, office
hours are weekdays from
8a.m.to4:30 p.m.

This postcard features one of Livonia's most historic sites, Wilson Barn, which dates back to the

dedicated in October.

Alum ni

Plans are wellunderway for the
50th anniversary of Stevenson High
School and all alumni are invited to
share in a special three-day celebra-
tion.

Alumni are expected from near and
far to take part in the commemorative
events next October. The SHS Alumni
Association has been busy gathering
members in order to keep everyone in

sought for

the loop prior to the anniversary. To
sign up for this free association, go to
http://goo.gl/cePOGx and complete the
contact information form.

A Facebook page has also been set
up under http://www.facebook.
com/LivoniaStevensonAlumni and a
Twitter account can be found at
@SHS_Alumni.

All Stevenson alumni are encour-
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Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

Let us help you and your family stay healthy.

Flu season is as predictable as the falling leaves and dropping
temperatures. St. Mary Mercy Medical Group is ready to help you
make itthrough as healthy as possible.

Don’twait.

Start by getting your flu shot. And ifyou feel sick, St. Mary Mercy Medical
Group not only offers quick treatment of seasonal flu, we also treat
sore throats, ear infections, fractures and complex medical conditions.
Sick today, seen today and on the road to good health.

Lvaia 7346568200 FamirgmHIls 734666820 LivariaGanpus 734-656-1618

Welcome Dr. Irby>Johnson

The St. Mary Mercy Medical Group would
like to extend a warm welcome to NiJuanna
Irby-Johnson, MD. She joins our medical group
of over 25 primary care and specialty
physicians as an internal medicine physician.
She has more than 10 years of experience in
adult primary care, preventative care and
management of chronic disease.

Dr. Irby-Johnson received her medical degree
from Wayne State University School of Medicine
and is board certified by the American Board
of Internal Medicine.

stmarymercy.org/smmmg

Stevenso

1830s.

n High School

aged to “like” the Facebook page and
sign up with the Alumni Association in
order to stay informed about the
events and also find out about opportu-
nities to help plan the festivities.

A re-dedication of the building’s
namesake facilities is planned for 7
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22, in the SHS
gymnasium .

The homecoming football game

e U in m m

anniversary

against Churchill High School will be
held Friday, Oct. 23.

An alumni tent will be set up on
game night.

An all-class reunion open house will
take place at Stevenson High School
from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Oct. 24.

For more information about the
anniversary events, email Stevenson-
alumni@livoniapublicschools.org.

siJ m m & ¢t
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Store Phone: 734-422 We Accept

e Acoept All Major Qreit Cards EBT

Boarfc Head

come see 0ur BEEr Cave avaitavle

'2 Weeks of Savings" Look for Our Next Ad January 12th

Mt Us Online to ViewQur Ad, wwyounintagemarketcom - Lowvest Litquior Prices
*

\

<m m m

Grade ‘A’
Boneiess?jSkmJ

Chicken Bneast

Per Ib.
Boneless gm%?(d
Chuck Roast
Ferlo Per b

sn P

: Cook’s
Tosti i
ChampagngnH| @ i hamPadne
*/$

*50D

Fresh W
Boneless w
Center Cutj

feRorfcChpBH

Whole
New York
Stri

per

2E

,_
)
EE

View Our Webpage at ,v.t. voti'\ mtagemaii.a com

A r


http://goo.gl/cePOGx
http://www.facebook
mailto:Stevenson-alumni@livoniapublicschools.org
mailto:Stevenson-alumni@livoniapublicschools.org
http://www.yourvintagemarket.com

A4 (WG)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2014
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

EDUCATION

Storyteller spins tales of trolls,

By Sue Mason
StaffWriter

There wasn’tany snow
on the floorofgym at St.
Damian School, but that
didn’tstop students from
lying down and making
imaginary snow angels.

It was the idea of sto-
ryteller Yvonne Healy
who regaled the young-
sters with a Norwegian
tale about a white bear
and trolls and a Native
American story of a
greedy old woman and a
magic man. Her visit just
prior to the school’s
Christmas break is one of
four enrichmentpro-
grams that touch on dif-
ferent aspects of the
academic program.

“We always try to mix
itup,”Principal Jacque-
line Mojeske said. “This
one touches on English
language arts and histo-
ry.”

Award-winning per-
former, author and artist-
educator Healy was born
inIreland and studied the
art of storytelling there.
And while her stories at
St. Damian weren’tlrish,
she opened and closed
her presentation by al-
lowing students to try
their hand atplaying the
bodhran, an Irish frame
drum.

“Kids love it,” she said.
“They don’tget totouch
the instruments of people
who are on stage.”

Healy introduced
herself to the students,
telling them thatwhen
she reads books they
become images and mem -
oriesin her head.

“l see them as graphic
comic books in my head,”
she said. “l can make up/
stories orrememberones
I’'ve read.”

"The White Cat'

Healy chose The White
CatofNorway and a tale
she called the Odawa
Woodpecker, a tale from

Irish storyteller Yvonne Healy tells a story about a bear to students at St. Damian School.

the Ottawa tribe in Michi-
gan.

In The Cat, a man
dressed inred and riding
awhite bear visits a fam -
ily on Christmas Eve. The
family is busy making
food and packing awagon
to go to town. When he
asks if he can stay, he is
told he can but that the
family is leaving to go to
the neighbors for Christ-
mas.

There reason for leav-
ing was trolls.

“They show up every
Christmas and are the
ruddiest people,”Healy
said. “They eat all the
food, throw itaround,
chase the animals. The
family takes their stuff
with them and leaves the
rest to the trolls.”

The man asks if his
bear can stay in the house
— “He’svery well-
trained” — and the man

says yes.
“The bells in town
rang and there was a loud
howling; the door burst
open and in come the
trolls,” Healy said. “They
ate everything and made
the worst possible noise
when they eat. Then they
began throwing food.”
The trolls started teas-
ing each other and looked
for the animals and only
found the bear. They put
a sausage on a stick and
started poking him and
calling him kitty. The
bear gotup and scared
the trolls, who ran away.
“After the church, the
family came home and
expected a mess, but
there wasn’tone,” Healy
said. “They asked the
man what had happened
and he told them, ‘they
didn’tlike my bear; they
thoughtitwas acat.””
According to the tale,

FORGET WHAT
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For more
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the trolls returned the
nextyear and asked the
man if he still had the cat.
He told them, yes and
that she had had seven
kittens. The trolls never
came back.

“l guess if you have a
cat, you won’thave trou-
ble with trolls,” she said.

Magical man

The second tale was
about an Ottawa man who
could do magic. Tall and
good looking, he trans-
formed himselfinto a
creaky old man when he
encountered an old wom -
an in the forest who was
cooking bread over a fire.
He asked for some and
she made one for him. He
used a bitof magic and
the bread turned out
perfect and golden
brown. It looked so good
that the woman kept it for
herself, Healy said.
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MONDAY-FRIDAY
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He continued to ask
for a piece and each time
used magic, turning the
dough into larger and
larger pieces of bread.
Each time she decided to
keep the bread.

“Old woman, old wom -
an, you are selfish,” Hea-
ly intoned. “You are going
to have to hunt for your
food the rest of your life.
He used magic and her
red scarf turned into red
feathers. He turned her
into a woodpecker.”

The two stories had a
similar message for stu-
dents: be kind and take
care of your guests.

“Storytelling gives
more meaning behind the
different words,” Healy
said. “For students, it’s
fun and enriching.”

smason©hometown life,com
734-674-2332

Twitter: @SusanMarieMason

SMASON@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
313-222-6751
FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

STUDENT
ACHIEVERS

Three western
Wayne County stu-
dents have been nomi-
nated for placement
at the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapo-
lis, Md., the U.S. Air
Force Academy in
Colorado Springs,
Col., and the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Acad-
emy in Kings Point,
N.Y.

Andrew Lang of
Livonia has been
nominated to the Mer-
chant Marine Acad-
emy, while Conor
Ryan of Redford has
been nominated to the
Naval Academy and
John Solimanto of
Redford to the Air
Force Academy.

“I’'m proud to see
so many exceptional
students from Michi-
gan want to serve our
country through mil-
itary service,” said
Sen. Debbie Stabenow,
D-Mich. “Having
demonstrated a
strong commitment to
excellence in and out
of the classroom, |
know that they will
represent Michigan
and our country well.”

Students seeking
appointment to a ser-
vice academy must
first obtain the nomi-
nation of their U.S.
senator, representa-
tive, or the vice-presi-
dent.

Students nominat-
ed by Stabenow?’s
office went through a
competitive applica-
tion process that in-
cluded interviews by
community leaders.

Now that the stu-
dents have been nomi-
nated, they must
await acceptance for
admission by the
academy to which
they have applied.

1ln 8 months as a member, |

have

lost 10 Ibs and 4

inches

from my waist, while gaining

muscle and making strength

gains.

to a norm al
not felt this good

jj-Ben Tyndell

My cholesterol is down
range and | have
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YOUR FREE CLASS

TODAY!
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36963 Amrhein, Livonia, Ml 48150
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-Tom Gardner
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Stevenson
students

hold benefit
dodge hall

tourney

Students and staff members from
Livonia Stevenson High School held a
dodge ball tournament to raise money
for alocal charity.

Each team paid a tournament entry
fee and the total was donated to the
winning team's favorite local charity.
Ten co-ed teams of eight students or
staff members competed against one
another for the top prize.

The winning team went undefeated
in six games and chose to donate the
funds raised, totaling $400, to St. Mary
Mercy Livonia Cancer Services. The
donation will be used for cancer pa-
tients in need of help getting to and
from cancer treatments.

“The cancer services team at St.
Mary Mercy Livonia is extremely

rateful to the eight high school stu-

lents for selecting our patients as re-
cipients of this donation,” said Samir
Narayan, MD, chair, cancer committee,
St. Mary Mercy Livonia. “Cancer is a
life-altering disease and affects pa-
tients and families in so many ways.
This donation will ensure our patients
have reliable transportation to their
cancer treatments, On behalf of our
patients and families, we are extremely
grateful.”

Members of the winning team, made
up of 16-year-olds and 17-year-olds,
have family or friends affected by
cancer in some Wa% and chose St. Mary
Mercy Livonia so the money would stay
in their community.

“Qur team wanted to give this mon-
ey directly to individuals in our com-
munity who need help,” said CJ Weiss, a
Livonia Stevenson High School student
?nd member of the winning dodge ball

eam.

“This was a good way to keep the
money in our community and show St.
Mary MerC{wncer atients that the
students of Livonia Stevenson High
School are thinking of them.”

This is the first year Livonia Steven-
son has held the dodge ball tournament.
The tournament is organized and run
by Livonia Stevenson students.

LOCAL NEWS

SUBMITTED
Players from the winning Livonia Stevenson High School dodge ball tournament line up on the
court. The winning team chose St. Mary Mercy Livonia's Cancer Services as the local charity to

receive funds raised during the tournament. The money will be used to help transport patients

to treatment.

SUBMITTED

The Livonia Stevenson High School winning dodge ball team included Alyssa Zahra, Cori
Wilson, Lexi VanHorn, Nick Ross, Jack Ferguson, Austin Petrie, CJ Weiss and Dorn Rea.
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Legislature
passes Knezek’s
veterans
preference bill

_Michigan veterans scored a major
win during a marathon lame duck
session of the Michigan Legislature.

Just after 12:30a.m., the Michigan
Senate voted unanimously in support
of House Bill 5418, legislation in-
troduced by State Rep. David Kne-
zek, D-Dearborn Heights, which
grants private employers the ability
to adopt a veterans’ preference em-
ployment policy when hiring new
employees..

he bill is now
headed to Gov. Rick
Snyder for his signa-
ture.

“With little time to
spare, we were able to
E{am the support of

epublican leader- Knezek
ship inthe Senate to
bring this critical bill up for a vote,”
Knezek said. “There are many peo-
‘ole_to thank who helped me push this
legislation across the finish line,
including Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs Director Jason
Allen, Rep. Jase Bolger, Rep. Jim
Stamas, Sen. Randy Richardville,
Sen. Arlan Meekhof and Sen. John
Moolenaar. Wayne County Commis-
sioner Richard LeBlanc even
ste%ped in just before midnight to
lend his voice to the chorus of those
asking for this bill to be passed.”

“By putting party politics aside
and working together, we were able
to take a monumental step forward
in addressing the issue of veteran
unen&ployment in Michigan,” he
added.

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 does not preempt formal state
action allowing for the creation of
such preference policies for veter-
ans. However, Michigan currently
has no such law on the books au-
thorizing a practice for private em-
ﬁloyers. ile public employers

ave been able to authorize such a
preference since the Civil War, 2015
will mark the first time private em-
ployers can dothe same.

‘Serving as a voice for Michigan
veterans has been, and will continue
to be, one of my top priorities,” Kne-
zek said. “I believe we can do better
here in our state, and I’'m happy to
work with anyone and everyone to
n(wjake sure our veterans are protect-
e .’7
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Stephanie Thompson finds a coat she likes at Macy's.

Shopper beats the clock during mall spree

By LeAnne Rogers
St Witer

Stephanie Thompson
was not only up to the
challenge of spendin
$1,000 in 1,000 seconds -
she exceeded that
amount with time to
spare. o

A Detroit resident,
Thompson won the shop-

ing spree at \WWestland

hopping Center after
being selected as one of
three finalists through a
drawing. Thompson un-
wrapped a box that con-
tained the shoppin
spree gift certificate.

The contest allowed
the winner to shop at the
store of their choice. On
the third floor of Macy’s,
a large-screen television
had a clock counting
down the seconds as
Thompson raced through
the store, up and down
the escalators.

Followed by helpers,
Thompson selected items
she wanted with a stick-
er and they were col-
lected as she hurried on
to the next department.
Thompson had a shop-
ping cam strapped to her
chest to record the shop-

pingI Sé:_)ree.
“1 didn’t expect such a
workout. I’'m tired and
sweating,” Thompson
said, sitfing on a bench in
the main court after her
shoppin s?ree. “1 think
I did well. I'm pleased.”
The items Thompson
Picked were added up in
he order selected and
some didn’t make the cut
after the total hit $1,000.
In the end, Thompson
had clothes for her fam-
ily, books and a wallet
and for herself, a new
coat and a watch.
Describing herself as
a good shopper, Thomp-
son said she hadn’t ex-
pected to win the shop-

ping spree.

“1 honestly forgot I
entered the contest until
they called me,” said
Thompson, a single mom
with six children. “I’'m

oing straight for clothes
for myself and my fam-
ily. 1 picked Macy’s.”

There were nine
wraPped_ gift boxes for
the finalist to open in
rounds until the certif-
icate was found, but
Thompson found it in the
first package she
opened.

The other two final-
ists, Jenny Ellick of Gar-
den City and Inkster
resident Randall Dietz,
each received a $100
mall gift certificate.

Ellick had selected
Macy’s as her store,
while Dietz had planned
on shopping at Sears, if
he won the shopping

spree. )

Emcee Ralph Cabildo
also awarded some $25
gift cards through a
raffle, although one went
to someone from Ala-
bama —the person who
had come the furthest
distance to be at the
mall.

Speaking to the crowd
in the court, Westland
Mayor William Wild
noted it had been five
years since the city start-
ed its Shop and Dine
District campaign. Kick-
ing off the day after
Thanksgiving, the cam-
galgn promotes local

usiness, including W\est-
land Sh%ggm Center.

*“In 1966, the city was
named after the \West-
land Shopping Center, so
we have a very close
relationship,” Wild said.

“Happy shopping. Happy
holidays.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: QLRogersObserver
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Stephanie Thompson reacts to finding the $1,000 shopping spree certificate. Emcee Ralph Cabildo is as excited as Thompson.

INVITATION TO BID

FOR

Teacher and Lab Computers

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education (“Owner”) will receive firm, sealed Bid Proposals for all labor, materials, equipment and all other services to
complete the Teacher and Lab Computer bid package.

Bid Documents can be obtained on or after December 22,2014 from ARC (1009 W. Maple Road Clawson, Michigan 48017, phone: 248.288.5600), and will only
be available through electronic downloads. If hard copies of documents are needed, they will be printed at the bidder’s expense.

Bid documents will be available to view only free of charge from the PlanWell Enterprise System on-line by accessing the website at: https://order.e-arc.com/
arcEOC/x proiect.asp?de=B73CF51C-0CDE-4139-8A41-2657941400D0

Sealed bids labeled, “‘BID NO. T2 —Teacher and Lab Computers”are due by 11:00 a.m. on the 15th day of January, 2015, at the Board of Education complex,
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan, at which time all bids will be publicly opened and read. Mailed bids should be sent to the attention of Nick
Armelagos, Administrator of Finance, Livonia Public Schools, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan, 48154. No bids will be accepted after the date
and time specified. Oral, telephone, fax, or electronic mail bids are invalid and will not receive consideration. All vendors are invited to attend opening. Bid
Proposals received after the due date will not be considered or accepted.

A pre-bid walk through has been scheduled for January 6, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. at the Administration Building Conference Room A, located at 15125 Farmington
Road, Livonia, M| 48154. This pre-bid meeting is not mandatory, but is highly recommended.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in whole or in part: to award to other than the low bidder: to waive any
irregularities and/or informalities: and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best interests of the district, including awarding by line
item, with rationale to support such a decision. Livonia Public Schools local preference resolution will be followed for all proposals.

All bidders must complete the following disclosure in compliance with MCL 380.1267 and attach this information to the bid. The bid proposal will be
accompanied by a sworn statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any member of the
Livonia Public Schools Board, the Livonia Public Schools Superintendent or the Livonia Public Schools Director of Business Services, Wayne RESA Board or
the Superintendent ofWayne RESA. The District will not accept a bid proposal that does not include this sworn and notarized disclosure statement.

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized affidavit of compliance- Iran Economics Sanctions act of 2012. No bid shall be accepted that does not
include this sworn and notarized statement.

All bids must be accompanied by the Equal Opportunity Statement attached. No bid shall be accepted that does not include this statement.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in part; to award the Contract to other than the low
Bidder; to waive any irregularities and/or informalities; and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best interests of the Owner.

Any bid submitted will be binding for ninety (90) days subsequent to the date of the bid submission. All bids must be submitted on the bid form and signed by
the bidder. Three (3) signed copies of the bid form are to be addressed to the attention of:

Nick Armelagos >
Administrator of Finance
Livonia Public Schools ,
15125 Farmington Road 1i
Livonia, M | 48154-5474
“BID NO. T2 - Teacher and Lab Computers”

Any questions regarding bid specifications should be referred to the Livonia Public Schools: Rob Greager, Project Manager, Barton Malow Company: f
rob.greager@bartonmalow.com i " "

Publish: December 28,2014 LO-0000225726
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WLND's vide 3
crew, including
Craig Herbert,
followed
shopping spree
winner
Stephanie
Thompson
through Macy's.
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Plans scrapped for Canton outlet mall

By Darrell Clem
St Witer

Paragon Outlet Part-
ners LLChas scrapped
plans to build a sprawling
outlet mall in Canton,
scuttling hopes for hun-
dreds of jobs and scores
of upscale stores, but
easing fears of wors-
ening traffic congestion
along the Ford Road cor-
ridor.

Baltimore-based Para-
gon has indicated the
costs of buying land,
improving traffic flow
and addressing potential
wetlands issues doomed
the outlet mall, once pro-
posed southwest of Ford
and Lotz roads, local
officials said. _ )

“It’s a big disappoint-
ment,” Canton Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said. “I thought it was a

Plans have been abandoned for this outlet mall in Canton.

?ood project for the area.
twould have been a
quality project. | felt we
could work through the
traffic concerns.”
Company officials had
indicated the 375,000-
square-foot outlet mall
could house as many as
100 stores, making Can-
ton an even stronger
shopping destination
alongside IKEA and oth-
er shops along the Ford

Road corridor.

Paragon Qutlet Part-
ners LLCmay, instead,
work with New England
Development of Newton,
Mass., on another outlet
mall %Ianned in Romulus,
near Detroit Metropol-
itan Airport._

The decision dealt a
crushing blow to hopes of
local officials who be-
lieved the outlet mall
would be a good fit for

the community. Canton
Economic Development
Manager Kristen Thomas
described herself as
“very disappointed” by
Paragon’s decision to
abandon the local mall,
though she said she is
confident the Ford-Lotz
site will remain desir-
able. o
Paragon officials
couldnt be immediately
reached for comment.
However, they have in-
dicated in correspon-
dence to Canton officials
th_eK were impressed
with the willingness of
local leaders to help
move the now-abandoned
progect forward.
upporters had said
the new outlet mall would
create hundreds of jobs
and pump mone%/ into the
area economy, though
critics have said Canton’s

development appeared
destined to spiral out of
control, threaten locally
owned businesses and
cause worsening bottle-
necks.

After the outlet mall
had been publicly touted
earlier this year,”Canton
resident Bill Tufts told
the observer he wel-
comed the idea because
he already visits similar
retail centers in Howell
and Birch Run. He sup-
ported the idea of an
outlet mall closer to
home. )

However, residents
such as Pam Cortese said
the outlet mall would be
intrusive in acommunity
they fear is already be-
coming overly developed.

“It’s not a good idea,”
Cortese has said. ‘e
need to have our small
businesses in Canton. |

want to put the money
back into Canton.”

Some residents in
Canton and elsewhere
have said they already
try to avoid Ford Road
because of traffic bottle-
necks, They feared the
situation would onl
worsen with anoutlet
mall, even with plans still
on track next year to
pave Lotz between Ford
and Cherry Hill and im-
prove that north-south
corridor.

Inthe end, the debate
has been silenced by
Paragon’ plans to aban-
don the Canton outlet
mall.

~we worked so hard on
this,” LaJoy said, “but
thatsit.”

ddem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver
734-972-0919

Should you predanad prepay for a fuerd?

_Q Dear Rick: I'ma
widow in my early 80s.
My husband passed
away about 10 years
ago. Over the last few
years, Ihave lost a
number of friends and
I've been thinking
about when my time
comes. Ibelong to a
book club and one of
the topics of conversa-
tion is whether it
makes sense to pre-

lan and prepay for a

uneral. What are your
thoughts?

A: There are two sep-
arate issues. The firstis
whether you pre-plan
your funeral and the
second is whether you

repay.

P \R%/en it comes to
Bre_—plar]nlng afuneral, |
elieve it makes sense.

After all, death always

By Rick
Bloom

G BT
GAUMNST

occurs at the wrong time
and it is always emotion-
al for our loved ones. |
am not sure that the best
time to plan a funeral is
in the midst of grieving
for aloved one.
Pre-planning a funer-
al makes sense because
it will save your loved
ones a substantial
amount of aggravation.
In addition, 1t could also
save quite a bit of mon-
ey. If you pre-plan your
funeral, you can decide
what you want, from the
the of casket you use to
the type of service.
Anyone who has had

to arrange a funeral will
tell you that caskets can
be very expensive. In
fact, when you read stud-
ies, you will find that it
is not unusual for funer-
al homes to mark up
caskets by 300,400 and
even 500 percent. To
funeral directors, funer-
als are a business and, of
course, in many situa-
tions they will try to sell
you the most expensive
casket and accessories.
In the midst of grieving
and not wanting to look
cheap when it comes to a
loved one, many people
\é]w” overpay for a funer-

If you pre-plan a fu-
neral, it is possible that
you can purchase the
casket elsewhere. Many
people are under the
mistaken belief that you

must purchase a casket
through the funeral
home. This is not the
case. In fact, the law
ﬁrowdes that funeral
omes must accept cas-
kets from other places.
In today’s world, you
can buy caskets from a
number of different
places, including Costco
and many others online.
By pre-planning, you'll
have the time to look for
alternatives for such
things as your casket.
_It'you are pre-plan-
ning a funeral, other
issues to consider are
whether you will be bur-
ied or cremated. Ffyou
are buried, where you
want to be buried? If
you’re cremated, what
do you want to happen to
your ashes? What ser-
vice you want - chapel,

church or synagogue?
If you do pre-plan

our funeral, it is impor-
tant to put your wishes
in writing and give them
to a loved one. Generally,
your wishes with regard
to your funeral don't get
put in your will or trust.

When it comes to
prepaying a funeral, I'm
not as big a fan. What
happens 1f the funeral
home goes out of busi-
ness? What if you
change your mind with
regard fo the details
\r/(\egarcjmg the funeral?

at if you no longer
reside in this area’

If you know what
funeral home you want
to deal with and there is
a provision stating that if
you change your mind,
you can get a 100-per-
cent refund, then pre-

CITY OF LIVONIA

paying could be an op-
tion that you consider.
On the other hand, if
there is no provision for
a refund, then I would
lean toward pre-plan-
ning, not prepayment.

'?he reality of life is
all of our days are num-
bered. There is nothing
that we can do to pre-
vent that. Therefore,
pre-planning a funeral
and making things as
easy as we can for our
loved ones is truly an act
of love.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
btoomassetmanagement.com.
ifyou would like him to
respond toyour questions,
please email rick@btoomasset
management.com.

CITY OF LIVONIA
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 502 of Act 110 of the Public Acts of
Michigan of 2006, as amended, and Articles XIX and XX|IIl of Ordinance #543, the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Livonia, as amended, the City Planning Commission of the City of
Livonia will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, January 14,2015, in the Livonia City Hall,
33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on the following items:

Petition 2014-11-01-07 submitted by NPM Acquisitions L.L.C. pursuant to
Section 23.01 of the City of Livonia Zoning Ordinance #543, as amended, requesting
to rezone the properties at 27403 and 27451 Schoolcraft Road, located on the
southwest comer of Schoolcraft and Inkster Roads in the Northeast 1/4 of Section
25, from OS (Office Services) and M-l (Light Manufacturing) to C-4 (High Rise
Commercial 4 Stories).

The above-mentioned petition will be on file in the City Planning Commission office,

33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan during the period of five (5) days immediately

preceding the said hearing and may be examined by any and all persons during the normal
working hours Monday through Friday.

R. Lee Morrow, Chairman

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Publish: December 2d, 2014 10-0000225858 3x3.5

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
15125 FARMINGTON ROAD
LIVONIA,M 1 48154-5474
(734) 744-2511

Carol M White Physical Education Program (PEP) Grant Services Request for
Proposal

Livonia Public Schools has been awarded the Carol M. White Physical Education Program
(PEP) grant from the US Department of Education. Funding is currently approved through
September 30, 2015 with anticipated additional funding through September 30, 2016.

Livonia Public Schools is seeking proposals from qualified applicants with federal grant
experience to assist the district in three main areas: coordination of physical education
professional development opportunities for staff, evaluation services of the already existing
programs put in place, and expertise in compiling the annual and final grant performance
reports for Washington. All qualified applicants will review the attached Grant Requirements
and complete the attached Bid Proposal forms.

Request for Proposal (RFP) documents can be obtained at the Livonia Public School
Website. www. livoniaDublicschools.ors under the section titled District. Purchasins Bids OR
Buv4Michisan Wehsite. www.buv4michiean.com.

Sealed bids will be received until 10:00 a.m. on the 6thday of January, 2015, at the
Board of Education complex, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan, at which time, all
bids, will be publicly opened and read. Mailed bids should be sent to the attention of Nick
Armelagos, Administrator of Finance, Livonia Public Schools, 15125 Farmington Road,
Livonia, Michigan, 48154. No bids will be accepted after the date and time specified.
Oral, telephone, fax, or electronic mail bids are invalid and will not receive
consideration. All vendors are invited to attend opening.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in

whole or in part: to award to other than the low bidder: to waive any irregularities and/

or informalities: and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best
interests of the district, including awarding by line item, with rationale to support such a
decision. Livonia Public Schools local preference resolution will be followed for all proposals.

All bidders must complete the following disclosure in compliance with MCL 380.1267

and attach this information to the bid. The bid proposal will be accompanied by a sworn
statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or any
employee of the bidder and any member of the Livonia Public Schools Board, the Livonia
Public Schools Superintendent or the Livonia Public Schools Director of Business Services,
Wayne RESA Board or the Superintendent of Wayne RESA. The District will not accept a
bid proposal that does not include this sworn and notarized disclosure statement.

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized affidavit of compliance- Iran
Economics Sanctions act 0f 2012. No bid shall be accepted that does not include this
sworn and notarized statement.

All bids must be accompanied by the Equal Opportunity Statement attached. No bid shall
be accepted that does not include this statement.

Any bid submitted will be binding for sixty (60) days subsequent to the date of the
bid submission. All bids must be submitted on the attached bid form and signed by the
bidder. Two (2) signed copies of the bid form are to be addressed to the attention of:

Nick Armelagos
Administrator of Finance
Livonia Public Schools
15125 Farmington Road
Livonia, M | 48154-5474
“Carol M White Physical Education Program (PEP) Grant Services”

One (1) copy of the bid form should be retained for your files.

Any questions regarding bid specifications should be referred to the Livonia Public
Schools: Alison Smith, Grant Supervisor, asmith34@livoniapublicschools.org

LATE BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Publish: December 25 & 28,2014 1.0-0000225376 3x6.5

PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 502 ofAct 110 of the Public Acts of Michi-
gan of 2006, as amended, and Articles XIX and XX 11l of Ordinance #543, the Zoning Ordinance
of the City of Livonia, as amended, the City Planning Commission of the City of Livonia will
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, January 13,2015, in the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Cen-
ter Drive, Livonia, Michigan, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on the following item:

Petition 2014-12-02-15 submitted by Matthew Adamcheck requesting waiver use ap-
proval pursuant to Section 16.11(f) of the City of Livonia Zoning Ordinance #543, as amend-
ed, to operate an indoor training facility (4 Star Strength & Conditioning) at 30958 Indus-
trial Road, located on the west side of Industrial Road between the CSX railroad right-of-way
and Schoolcraft Road in the Northwest 1/4 of Section 26.

The above-mentioned petition will be on file in the City Planning Commission office, 33000
Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan during the period of five (5) days immediately preced-
ing the said hearing and may be examined by any and all persons during the normal working
hours Monday through Friday.

R. Lee Morrow, Chairman
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Publish: December 28, 2014
L0-0000225530 3x3.5

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
15125 FARMINGTON ROAD
LIVONIA,M 1 48154-5474
(734) 744-2500

The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education, Livonia, Michigan, hereby invites the
submission of sealed bids for the purchase of:

Heart Rate Monitor Bid for the 2014-2015 School Year
(See Attached Specifications)

Sealed bids will be received until 10:30 a.m. on the 21st dav of January. 2015. in the
Business Office at the Board of Education complex, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia,
Michigan, at which time, all bids will be publicly opened and read. Mailed bids should be
sent to the attention of Nick Armelagos, Administrator of Finance, Livonia Public Schools,
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan, 48154. No bids will be accepted after the
date and time specified. Oral, telephone, fax, or electronic mail bids are invalid
and will not receive consideration. All vendors are invited to attend opening.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in

whole or in part: to award to other than the low bidder: to waive any irregularities and/

or informalities: and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best
interests of the district, including awarding by line item, with rationale to support such a
decision. Livonia Public Schools local preference resolution will be followed for all proposals.

Request for Proposal (RFP) documents can be obtained at the Livonia Public School Website,
www. livoniapublicschools.org under the section titled DISTRICT, Purchasing Bids,
2014-2015 school year, open bids OR Buy4Michigan Website, www.buy4michigan.

com. Please feel free to include additional pages of information if necessary. For bids to be
considered they must meet or exceed all specifications herein.

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement of disclosing any familial
relationship that exists between the owner and any employee of the bidder and any member
ofthe Livonia Public School Board of Education, Livonia Public Schools Superintendent

or the Director of Business Services, Wayne RESA Board or the Superintendent of Wayne
RESA. No bid shall be accepted that does not include this sworn and notarized
disclosure statement.

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized affidavit of compliance- Iran
Economics Sanctions act of 2012. No bid shall be accepted that does not include this
sworn and notarized statement.

All bids must be accompanied by the Equal Opportunity Statement attached. No bid shall be
accepted that does not include this statement.

A bid bond executed by a U.S. Treasury listed surety company acceptable to the owner, or
a cashier’s check in the amount of 5% of the sum of the proposal payable to Livonia Public
Schools shall be submitted with each proposal in excess of $23,100.00.

Prices bid are to be F.O.B. Livonia, Michigan. All purchases are to be exempt from all
taxes, including state and federal taxes. Exemption certificates will be furnished upon
request.

Any bid submitted will be binding for sixty (60) days subsequent to the date of the
bid submission. All bids must be submitted on the attached bid form and signed by the
bidder. Two (2) signed copies of the bid form are to be addressed to the attention of:

Nick Armelagos
Administrator of Finance
Livonia Public Schools
15125 Farmington Road
Livonia, M | 48154-5474
“Heart Rate Monitor Bid”  (

One (1) copy of the bid form should be'retained for your files. ,

Any questions regarding bid specifications should be referred to the Livonia Public
Schools, Sheryl Archibald, Elementary Programs, sarchiba2@livoniapublicschools.org,
734.744.2500, X42435, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. EST.

LATE BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Publish: December 25, 2014, December 28, 2014 LO-0000225372 X8
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BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Santa, assisted by Lauren Bockstanz, Kim Arbour and Kellee
Cochrane, poses for a photo with Razz.

Pets’ visit with Santa help clinic’s

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Breann Kasputis brought her dog Bentley to see Santa, better
known as veterinarian Dr. Brad Davis.

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Santa holds Nikita, a hairless cat that goes by the name of The
Naked at the Garden City clinic.

emergency fund

Sue Mason
BySaffwiter

Santa Claus made a
special stop Monday at
VCA Garden City to say
hello to family pets and
help raise money for the
Betty McClain Fund.

It was the first time
Dr. Brad Davis put on
the red suit and beard to
pose for photos with pets
that came dressed in
their Christmas finery.
Pet owners received a
photograph and, in lieu
of a fee, were asked to
make a donation to the
fund.

“My staff suggested
that now that I’'m fat
enough and gray enough,
I could be Santa,” Davis
said. “We've probably
had 20-25 people come
through. It’s been busier

than | thought.”

_Betty McClain was a
client at VCA. When she
died several years ago,
her daughter made a
donation to the clinic.
The money is used to
help families when they
have an incident and
dont have the money to
pay for it.

“If that happens, we
would use money from
the fund, but there’s
usually nothing init,”
Davis said.

Pet owners gladly
made donations to get
the Christmas snapshot,
making sure their ani-
mals came properly
dressed. ]

“I found the outfit at
Walmart and | wanted
it,” said Breann Kasputis
of Westland, who
brought in 14-week-old

Bentley wearing a plaid
outfit, complete with a
knit scarf. I decided it
would be super-cute for
him for his photo.”

“This is my baby,”
said Lenora Jackson of
Redford, whose 9-year-
old shih tzu Razz was
wearing a polo sweater.
“My sister comes here
with her two pets and
told me about it.”

Davis hammed it up
with the animals,
flanked by several elves
and a toy ‘soldier, played
E)g/ staffers Kim Arbour,

ellee Cochran and Lau-
ren Bockstanz, whose
mother Sarah was the
official photographer.

Arbour even dressed
up her hairless kitten

ikita, known as The
Naked around the clinic,
for the occasion.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The success of the
event had Davis sa%in%
that it would probably be

something the clinic will

Santa meets Razz, held by owner Lenora Jackson of Redford.

3 DAY TOY SALE

December 29-31, 2014 liked it and liked dress-

“But my gut feeling is  smason@hometownlife.com

do once year. The staff ing up. that they’ll get a rabbit 734-674-2332
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for more information O O
visit our website: www.taotaichi.org
, call: 1-5550 or
email: michtaichi@aol.com
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BuyQOwe, GetOeby Dec 31

Present this ad at our Tickets Counter to
receive free general admission with the
purchase of another. General admission
includes 250+ hands-on exhibits, live theater
shows, lab activities and more. Special exhibit,
planetarium and IMAX® additional cost.

be a eras! dummy!

This page was sponsored by the following community business.

ST. PATRICK CHURCH
711 Rickett Rd.
Brighton
(810) 229-9863

P1ZZA CUTTER
340 N. Center
Northville, Ml 48167
(248) 348-3333
WwWw. pizzacutters.com

DUNCAN DISPOSAL
SYSTEMS, Inc.
23333 Griswold Road
South Lyon, Michigan 48178
(248) 437-8600
www.mygarbageguy.com

MINER’S BARBERSHOP
56875 Grand River
New Hudson, Ml 48165

(248) 486-3270
EDWARD JONES
INVESTMENTS

Jeffery Stark
800 N. Milford Rd., Suite 400
Milford, Ml 48381
(248) 685-1600

REGGIE’S BARBER &

BEAUTY SALON
127 N. Grand St.
Fowlerville (S17) 223-8014

Cannotbe applied toward members or group admission.
No cash value. Valid through Dec. 31,2014.Code: GEN-8308
THE DOG’SBOWWOW
Precision Dog Grooming
Veterinarian Recommended!
33497 Seven Mile, Livonia
(248) 474-7974 or (248) 474-7975

RAINBOWTOWING
WE BUY JUNK CARS
Free towing « Fast pick up
(313) 258-2222

If you do drink, drink responsibly
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SETTING
THE STAGE

Atmosphere contributes to Millage Theater's suocess

By Robin D*Angelo

Correspondent

Spotlight Players president
Lia De Biasi describes the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill
in Canton with one word —
family.

__“l'don’t really remember
life before the Village Thea-
ter,” she said. “\\e’re so close-
knit that we could putona
show without even communi-
cating with each other, which is
odd, but very comfortmc};. Iive
in Plymouth and | work for
Plymouth Township, and I'm
always telling my boss that I
wish'l lived in Canton, just to
get himgoing.”

“The venue is just gor-
geous,” she added. “That adds a
whole other element of quality
gnd professionalism to what we

0 7

De Biasi and others in the
arts community wouldn't have
alocal home if it weren't for a
dedicated group that posed the
all-important question of
whether the area could gggport
alocal theater back in 19%.

And that initial inquiry in
1996 has become a jewel inthe
crown of Canton’s Cherry Hill
Village. Tenyears after open-
ing, the 400-seat Village Thea-
ter is still going strong as a hub
for entertainment, education
anrg appreciation of the fine
a

Canton Arts Coordinator
Jennifer Tobin said Canton
Township has always promoted
the arts well, beginning with
the Canton Project ARTS pro-
gram. That group of volunteers
started the Annual Juried Fine
Art Exposition in 1993, and held
concerts and programs at The
Summit and the Canton Public
Library. .
“Arts and cultural activities
Serve as an economic engine
whgrever they exist,” Tobin
said.

Community support

Canton Township began
researching the need for a

AT
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performing arts center in April
1996, which involved estab-
lishing numerous committees
to study the feasibility, level of
interest and gauge community
support. The Cherry Hill Vil-
lage location was chosen based
onits prime combination of
residences, small businesses
and restaurants.

The Partnership for Arts
and Humanities was able to
raise more than $5 million
toward the construction and
operation of the theater. Sever-
al donors committed over
$250,000 for the project. After
four years of discussionand
analysis, construction began in
spring 2003, and the Village
Theater held its grand opening
in the fall of 2004.

Anumber of local arts or-
anizations, such as Ever After
roductions, Spotlight Players,

the Canton Community Band
and the Canton Community
Chorus now call the Village
Theater home.

The theater, which is owned
and operated by the township,
receives contributions from
the township’ general fund, as
well as grant support from the
State of Michigan Council for
Arts and Cultural Affairs.

“Once the theater was built,
the arts, culture and history
have attracted over 50,000
patrons and participants annu-
ally, and businesses have
moved into Cherry Hill Vil-
lage,” Tobin said. “The total
budget for 2014 was under
$700,000, of which Canton sub-
sidizes about half, while the
other half is generated by rent-
al and program fees.”

In 2013 alone, 37,542 patrons
attended 181 performances
featuring 8,636 performers.
The 665 events, rehearsals and
classes had 55,056 participants
and 4,300 volunteers assisted
\t/ylth marketing and usher du-

ies.

Tobin added that the Village
Theater is so popular for rent-
als that all weekends are
booked solid for 2015.

R O D 'S
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“Itis one of the most sought-
after venues in the region be-
cause of the price and because
the staff is amazing,” she said.

‘“Rentals are all-inclusive
and come fully staffed with
technicians to run sound and
lights, front of house, conces-
sions with wine and beer avail-
able, and awide range of ame-
nities from dance floor to fog
machine.”

Popular shows

The Spotlight Players are
now in the early stages of re-
hearsal for the' play Get smart,
which is set to open March 1,
2015, and will soon hold audi-
tions for Young Frankenstein,
which will open in mid-April.
Auditions for the Spotlight
Players are opento all ages.

“(Senior grourc)} The Still Got
It Players are auditioning in
January, but we haven't voted
onaplay yet,” she said. Audi-
tions for the Still Got It Players
are open to ages 50 and up.

Auditions at the Village
Theater typically draw larger
numbers for musicals, De Biasi
said, but it also depends on the
popularity of the show.

“When | directed The Music
Man wWe had over 70, and with
The King and 1, Wwe had about
45,” she said. “1 would highly
encourage everyone to come
out and see one of our shows, or

just go look at the gorgeous art

exhibits, or consider being a
volunteer. It really a wonder-
ful facility, and everything is of
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great quality and very enjoy-
able.”

_ The Village Theater gallery
is free and open to the public
Monday through Fridaa/ from
10a.m. to 2 p.m,, Saturday from
7-9p.m, _Sunda%f_rom 5:30-7:30
p.m., durlng public perfor-
mances and by appointment.

_ InNovember, the gallery
displayed the works of the
Iegen aryDetroit Free Press
chief ﬂhotog rapher Tony Spina
with the exhibit, He was The
President, Showing photo-

raphs of John F. Kennedy

uring his visits to Detroit and
on the national circuit. The
theater has hosted awide va-
riety of artists, from Michi-
ganders Kyle Culps, Scot Fer-

uson, Topher Crowder and

ia Gao to the internationally
acclaimed.

“Exhibitions by Armenian
artist Yuroz and extraordinary
glass artist Paul Stankard have
been a couple of my favorites
over the years,” Tobin said.

The lineup of performing_
artists have included humorist
and author David Sedaris, mu-
sicians John Corbett and Dari-
us Rucker, comedian Tom Papa
and the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra. Local ?roups such
as the Spotlight Players and
Spotlight Youth call the theater
home, as well as Central City
Dance, the Michigan Philhar-
monic and the Canton Concert
Band.

“We also partner with the
school district to present some

M ATTRESSES

(WGRL) A9

BILL BRESLER |STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER

The Village
Theater at Cherry
Hill is often a
destination for
school field trips,
as itwas for
Wayne-Westland
students for this
production of
"Tarzan, the
Stage Musical."”

of their great performing arts
groups,” Tobin said.

Theater tours

For those interested in
learning more about the work-
ings of the theater and what is
involved in putting on perfor-
mances, the Village Theater
offers two-hour theater tours
for up to 200 students. Tours
include a technical theater
session with atour of the scene
Sh(()f, wardrobe, green room
an dressmﬂ rooms, demon-
stration of the counterweight
fly system, trapdoors and or-
chestra pit; a Fine Arts appre-
ciation with an exhibit gallery
walk and talk, a Performing
Arts sampler on choreography
and a chance to create and
perform their own play.

“Students love all aspects of
the tour, and since they experi-
ence art, music, dance, drama
and technical theater like light-
ing and sound, different as-

ects appeal to each student,”
obin said.

“By the end of the tour, all
the students (and a few brave
teachers or parent chaperones)
get on stage and do a perfor-
mance of what they have
learned, which is priceless.”

The Village Theater is locat-
ed at 50400 Cherry Hill Road in
Canton. For a full'schedule of
performances, more informa-
tion on the Village Theater or
to purchase tickets, visit
www.canton-mi.org or call
734-394-5300.

MAE HOUDAY BENTERIANNGEASER

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

HOT BUY

PRTHAP

Featuring Cool Twist'
Gel Memory Foam

fromdl of us at Bll &Rod's

Appliances and Mattresses

Quality Factory Trained Technicians

purchase
laundry p

© See Store for Details

INVITATION TO SAVINGS

Save on appliances that complete your
kitchen with this exclusive invitation
Receive up to

MesterCard

Prepaid Card by rrail

with purchase of select KitdenAid® Brand appliances.
Ofreqaires 12/31/2014 Se store for ditails

www.billandrodsappliance.com

5o FRICE* PIRIS Nl HeRse e

734-425-5040

}

ft

SOURCE


http://www.canton-mi.org
http://www.billandrodsappliance.com
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Eclair is a friendly Jack Russell terrier.

Great time to adopt a pet from Humane Soclety

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

_ Brian Prebus and
%lrlfrlend Carolyn

eorge of Dearborn
were eager to welcome
home a new dog.

“A\e named her Bon-
nie,” Prebus said, in the
hallway of the Michigan
Humane Society Berman
Center for Animal Care
in Westland.

George added, “I'm

very excited. I love ani-
mals.”” She’s at home and
can care for a pet and
noted Bonnie is a great

ule qift.
y ‘V%e’reve excited,”

George said. “This one
just tops it,” she added
of her gift list. )

“We've been wanting
to find the right time to
ado%‘;’ Prebus said.

“We really want to get
to know what the fam-
ilies are looking for,”
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said Ryan McTigue,
public relations coor-
dinator for the MHS.
“We’re always trying to
make that perfect
match. Some animals
can be a little more of a
challenge.”

_ The folks at the Mich-
igan Humane Society
generally don’t encour-
age pet adoptions right
before Christmas. Dec.
25 yule celebrations
have plenty of hubbub

\

You know our names.
Now we've added a new one.

Introducing Michigan.com, the state's
largest media and marketing company.

Wk deliver the trusted brands of

Michigan's largest audience, combined
with proven research, creative, strategy

Itstime to

largest |

and marketing expertise.

the full
media

r of Michigan's
merketing com-

pany to work for you. Ak are your one
partrer, with one purpose—to help your

business grow.

No one knows Michigan like we do.
We're Michigan.com

Interested in how we can help you grow your business?

Give us a call (248-926-2219) or visit our new website at Michigan.com

We'd like to hear fromyou!

and pets new to a home
can get stressed out.

“Each person, like
each animal, is a little bit
different,” McTigue
said, noting some pre-
holiday adoptions do
work out. ) )

_ Humane Society offi-
cials and volunteers are
eager to showcase pets
up for adoption. The
MHS Berman Center for
Animal Care is at 900 N.
Newburgh, just south of
Marquette é_outh of
Ford Road), in Westland.

Its Adoption Center
hours are 11am. to 5
p.m. Monday and 1\ies-
s\e?/, Nam to7pm.

ednesday, 11am. to 5
p.m. Thursday, 11am. to
6 p.m. Friday and 11am.
to 5 p.m. Saturday. It is
closed Sunday. The

hone is 734-721-7300,

he website
michiganhumane.org.

A couple of days be-
fore Christmas, Sarah
Pustulka of Wyandotte,
behavior ﬂrogram man-
ager for the Berman
Center and the MHS in
Rochester Hills, showed
off some adoptable dogs
and cats with pride.
She’s worked for the
MHS about five years.

Benji, a terrier mix,
mugged for the cameras
as he explored Pustul-
ka’s shoes. A Jack Rus-
sell terrier female,
Eclair, also showed stage
presence when pho-
tographed. "
_Yorkie Lionel is miss-
ing a leg due to an injury
and re_cent_lly came out of
foste_rlnﬂ. he Westland
facility has a number of
dogs as well as cats,
such as playful Ever-

reen, a male, and

emale feline Dee, who
peered out from her
cardboard box inside her

caglg. )

he MHS in Westland
has “get acquainted”
rooms for those mulling
adoptions and has one
room with more unusual
pets like rabbits.

Susan Scheffer of
Belleville said Dec. 23,

“I come here all the time
just looking. I like to see
what they’ve got.” She
has one cat at home and
another died last winter.

Scheffer brings her
granddaughter from
Westland to the Berman
Center. Scheffer was
looking at cats recently
at a facility in Romulus
and there weren’t many.
“I'm glad. That means
somebody took them
home,” she said.

She’s more of a cat
person. “Cats take care
of themselves a little bit
more,” Scheffer said.

The Humane Society’s
McTigue explained those
adopting a pet must have
the interest and the fi-
nancial means to care
for the pet throughout
life. Some parents pick a

et with children who
ater leave for college.
“You’re ultimately going
to be the one providing
that care,” said McTigue,
a Royal Oak resident.

The MHS is the state’s
oldest and largest animal
welfare organization. It’s
a private, nonprofit or-
ganization servm? the
animals and people of
metro Detroit and be-
yond since 1877. It pro-
vides care for tens of
thousands of animals

hometownlife.com

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

each year in southeast
Michigan, with a focus
on finding homes for
thousands of pets. Edu-
cation of children, a
cruelty hotline, emer-
gency rescue, low-cost
spaying/neutering and
legislative advocacy are
on the MHS agenda.

“It’s definitely ex-
tremely important,”
McTigue said of the
Westland facility. “It’s
important to be able to
serve as many people as
possible.”

The MHS operates
centers for animal care
in Detroit and Rochester
Hills as well as West-
land. You can get in-
formation by calling
866-MHUMANE or the
general administrative
number at 248-283-1000.

McTigue said the
MHS also welcomes help
with volunteering, fos-
tering or financial dona-
tions, noting no govern-
ment money is received.
“We’re just thankful for
the wonderful support of
our community,” he said.

He and colleagues
love to match visitors to
MHS centers with pets
whol love them back
for years to come. “It’s
the reason for everyone
doing what we do,”” he
said. “It makes it all
worthwhile,”

Some animals come
back to the MHS for
financial reasons or for
difficulty in getting
along with other pets in
a home, he said. Some
animals stay with the
MHS a number of
months.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

ELDER LAW

serving the area for over 30 years

P Mark Accettura, Esq.

Accettura & Hurwitz

Gt Cffice:
44245 Ford Reed
Qite 101
Caton, M 48187

248.848.9409

LO-0000222946

Famirgton Hils Cffice
34705rgvm12 Mie Red
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Famirgon Hils M 48331

<

Estate Planning
Medicaid

VA Benefits
Probate

Family Conflict

| www.elderlawmi.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The Community Calendar runs in the
Observer as space permits. Nonprofit
groups and community organizations
are welcome to submit news of up-
coming events. Include a daytime
telephone number and contact person.
Email address is: ksmithOhometown-
life.com.

MARIO KART TOURNAMENT
Time/date: 5:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 20.
Location: Alfred Noble Library, 32901
Plymouth Road, Livonia.

Details: Who's the baddest driver out
there? Find out at the 8th eighth Aan-
nual Teen Wii Mario Kart Tournament
for students in grades 7-12. This will be
a single-elimination bracket tourna-
ment. If you wish to participate, you
must be present and signed up no later
than 5:30 p.m. First-round opponents
will be drawn randomly. Game settings
and other rules will be announced just
prior to the start of competition. Prizes
for place winners.

Contact: Ken Bignotti, 734-421-4235.

NEW YEAR'S EVE EUCHRE
TOURNAMENT

Time/date: Doors open at 6:30 p.m;
game starts at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
3L

Location: VFW Hall, 31611 Plymouth
Road, Livonia.

Details: Michigan Classic Cards will
hold a euchre party/progressive tourna-
ment (10 rounds) paying out more than
$700 in prizes. Includes dinner, party
favors, pizza and champagne toast.
Cost is $40. Money from 50-50 tickets
goes to the group's charity, Help's on
the Way (http://helpsontheway.org/).
Contact: 734-673-2225.

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY
Time/date: 7:30 p.m. to 1a.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 3L

Location: AMVETS Post 171,1217
Merriman, south of Cherry Hill, West-
land.

Details: The post is holding a New
Year's Eve Party. The cost is $25 per
person and $45 per couple and includes
dinner, dancing, champagne and pizza
at midnight.

Contact: For tickets or more informa-
tion, call 734-721-2990.

AEROBICS CLASSES

Time/date: 6-7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 7.
Location: Angel House, 28441 Fve Mile
Road, Livonia.

Details: Body and Spirit aerobics class
for all fitness levels. All proceeds help
Angel House take a stand against all
domestic violence. Cost is $20 a month
or $6 a session for walk-ins. Bring
floor/yoga mat and hand weights
(optional).

Contact: 313-443-7256.

DEMOLAY MEETING

Time/date: 10a.m. Sunday, Jan. 19.

Location: Wayne Masonic Lodge,
37137 Palmer, west of Wayne Road,
Westland.

Details: The lodge is holding an in-

Why wait for the holidays t

formational day for Michigan DeMolay,
a youth movement for men ages 12-21.
The day will be a meet-and-greet with
video games and board games.
Contact: For more information, contact
Ray Lemons at 734-552-3125 or by email
at Raymond.Lemons@gmail.com.

ONGOING

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
VICTIMS' SUPPORT GROUP
Time/date: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday.

Location: The Angel House, 28441 Five
Mile Road, Livonia.

Contact: 734-524-0720.

SENIOR CITIZEN BOARD
GAMES

Time/date: 10:30a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Location: The Angel House, 28441 Five
Mile Road, Livonia.

Details: Cost is $5 per person. Angel
House uses the money to give $50 gift
cards to a family in need weekly. Dona-
tions are also accepted via the website,
www.theangelhouse.org.

Contact: 734-524-0380.

FRIENDS OF ELOISE

Time/date: 7 p.m. third Tuesday of the
months of February, April, June, Sep-
tember and November.

Location: Collins House in the West-
land Historic Village Park, 857 N. Wayne
Road between Marquette and Cherry
Hill.

Contact: Pat Ibbotson at 734-331-9291
or pibbotso@aol.com.

LIVING ON GRIEF SUPPORT
GROUP

Time/date: 2-3:30 p.m. second Tuesday
of the month.

Location: Oakwood Hospital-Wayne,
33155 Annapolis, Wayne.

Details: Hospice of Michigan grief
groups provide a safe and supportive
environment for participants to express
their feelings and better understand
the grief process. These services are
offered at no charge to any member of
the community mourning the loss of a
loved one. The group meets in Confer-
ence Room 2 on second level. Park at
west entrance.

Contact: To register, call Margie Mar-
tin, Grief Support Services manager, at
734-769-5821.

LIVONIA CAMERA CLUB
Time/date: 8-9:30 p.m. the first two
Thursdays September through May.
Location: McKinley School, 9100 Hill-
crest, Livonia.

Details: A group of photographic
enthusiasts dedicated to promotion of
photography through displays, compe-
titions, critiques and education.
Contact: Dennis Gelarden, president,
734-591-2589; livoniacameraclub.com.
LIVONIA SAVE OUR YOUTH

Time/date: Frst Wednesday of every
month; time rotates monthly between

morning (311 a.m.) and evening (6-8
p.m.

Location: Livonia City Hall Annex
Conference Room, 33000 Civic Center
Drive, Livonia.

Details: The Livonia Save Our Youth
Coalition (LSQOY) exists to educate and
empower the community regarding the
health and safety of our young people,
with afocus on the prevention of
alcohol and drug abuse. The public is
welcome to attend monthly meetings
— alight meal is served.

Contact: kbonanno@livoniasaveour
youth.org; 734-338-9580.

WIDOWED MEN

Time/date: 9 a.m. second and fourth
Thursday of the month.

Location: Steve's Family Restaurant,
15800 Middlebelt, Livonia.

Details: Widowed men are invited to
attend men's breakfast and learn about
other co-ed activities.

Contact: Call Dick at 313-534-0399.

CO-ED WIDOWED
BREAKFAST

» Time/date: 9a.m. first Thursday of
the month.

Location: Richard's Restaurant, Ply-
mouth Road at Eckles Road, Plymouth.
Details: All widowed welcome. Come
and meet new friends.

Contact: To reserve a seat, call Carol at
734-464-2833.

» Time/date: 9 a.m. third Thursday of
the month.

Location: Annie's, at 33427 Plymouth
Road, Livonia.

Details: All widowed welcome for
great, reasonably priced food, good
conversation and laughs.

Contact: Call Tom at 734-927-0610.

LIVONIA ROTARY CLUB
Time/Date: noon to 1:30 p.m. Mon-
days.

Location: Laurel Manor, 3900 School-
craft, Livonia (Use the northwest en-
trance).

Details: Rotary's motto is "Service
Above Self' — service in the communi-
ty, inthe workplace and throughout
the world. Rotary isaworldwide or-
ganization of business and professional
leaders that provides humanitarian
service and encourages high ethical
standards in all vocations. The Livonia
Rotary Club built Rotary Park on Six
Mile and does various community
service projects throughout the year. Be
a guest at a meeting.

Contact: www.livoniarotary.org;
jre2716@sbcglobal.net.

WESTLAND ROTARY
Time/Date: 12:15 p.m. Thursdays.
Location: Joy Manor, 28999 Joy, east of
Middlebelt, Westland.

Details: Community Service programs
and planning. Catered lunch; visitors
welcome. Visit westlandrotary.com for
more information.

Contact: Jeff at 734-261-5010.
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Wish vou were here

Judy and Frank Zbikowski of Livonia vacation with the Observer at their
timeshare in Freeport, Grand Bahama Island, the second week of December.

WAYNE ROTARY

Time/Date: noon every Tuesday.
Location: Wayne Community Center,
4635 Howe at Annapolis, Wayne,
except the last Tuesday of the month
when the meeting isat 6 p.m. At the

US12 Bar and Grill on Michigan Avenue.

Details: Be a guest and see what
Wayne Rotary is all about.

Contact: Call Trish Hampton at 734-
890-6934.

GARDEN CITY ROTARY
Time/date: noon Thursdays.

Location: Amantea Restaurant, 32777
Warren Road, Garden City.

Details: Community service planning,
lunch and socializing are enjoyed.

Contact: Call Steve Kelly at 734-748-
1345

LIVONIA KIWANIS CLUB

Time/Date: 7:30-8:30 a.m. Tuesdays.

Location: Livonia Chamber of Com-
merce, 33233 Five Mile, Livonia.

Details: Kiwanis is a global organiza-

with family and friends?

At Waltonwood you'll have friends nearby allyearround!

Independent Living « Licensed Assisted Living « Memory Care

tion of volunteers, dedicated to chang-
ing the world, one child and one com-
munity at atime. It has been serving the
Livonia community since 1982. The
Livonia Kiwanis works throughout the
year to assist children in Livonia and the
surrounding communities. New mem-
bers are always welcome. If you would
enjoy serving the community and
making a real difference inthe lives of
children and their families, call or
attend a meeting.

Contact: Ken Wagner, 734-464-3315;
www. LivoniaKiwanis.org.

GARDEN CITY KIWANIS
Time/date: 12:15 p.m. Thursdays.
Location: Amantea Restaurant, 32777
Warren Road, Garden City.

Details: Kiwanis isa global organiza-
tion of volunteers dedicated to better-
ing the world one child and one com-
munity at a time. Guests and potential
new members are always welcome.
Contact: Julie Slabaugh at jsla-
ba3925@aol.com or 734-716-8833.

0 get togethe

As your family gathers this holiday season, you may notice changes in your aging loved ones. Ifyou're concerned about their ability to live alone,

or if they could benefit from increased social opportunities, we encourage you to take advantage of this time and visit a Waltonwood near you.

Redefining Retirement Living

Waltonwood at Carriage Park

(734) 386-0811

2000 N canton Center Rd.

Canton

Waltonwood at Cherry Hill

(734) 335-1554
42600 cherry Hill

Canton

Waltonwood at Royal Oak
(248) 397-5308

3450 wWest Thirteen Mile Road

Royal Oak

Move in by DBoATDAr'31, 2014, @ lokyour et rate thraugh2o1s .

Schedule a personal tour at a Waltonwood community
near you today.

Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks

(248) 468-4903

27495 Huron Circle

Novi

Learn more about the Waltonwood difference « www.Waltonwood.com

Q www.facebook.com/waltonwoodseniorliving


http://helpsontheway.org/
mailto:Raymond.Lemons@gmail.com
http://www.theangelhouse.org
mailto:pibbotso@aol.com
http://www.livoniarotary.org
mailto:jre2716@sbcglobal.net
http://www.LivoniaKiwanis.org
mailto:jsla-ba3925@aol.com
mailto:jsla-ba3925@aol.com
http://www.Waltonwood.com
http://www.facebook.com/waltonwoodseniorliving
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HOLIDAY
MARKET'S

New Years Hours

New Years Eve
8am-7pm

N ew Years Day

9am -5pm

Extra Large, R ed

ALASKAN KING A

**_o |
and C JL | =

$1 6.99/LB.

L egs la w s

J umbo, R ed

ALASKAN KING

and C

$27.99/7LB.

L egs la w s

Alaskan
Snow Crab Clusters

$9.99/L B.

o]

frozen Warm Water
JUMBO ROCK LOBSTER TAILS
10-120z average

$29.99/LB.

frozen Cold Water
MAINE LOBSTER TAILS

40z average

$29.99/1b.

FHEHCAMAH

00O

Served To Royalty
All Over The World

R ussian O setra

loz Jar $99.99

A merican H ac k I e b ac k S turgeon

Jumbo
loz Jar $33.99

WILD SPOONBILL PADDLEFISH
10Z JAR $26.99

F resh W it d A1l askan G rade A S almon Large

loz Jar $13.99

AIRAAA N A THEFXTDCINER

- Harves o e
flUI GYSTEIS $1.99EA Cooked Tat1-0 )
Fresh in the snet 'or cheaper by the dozen- Medium
North West $1 9.99

Kumamoto Oysters

The meat may have a slightpink hue with

a dark mantle. It has a smooth buttery
texture and slightly salty, sweetflavor. Raw, Tai1-0n,
Extra

Fresh, in the Shell
Prince Edward Island

Alpine Bay Oysters

These hand harvested oysters have a
smooth, copper colored shell with a deep
cup, a crunchy bite and a clean aftertaste.

Premium,

Perfect with oysters 4fk Jumbo

CELEBRATE 2015

Harvest of the
Cooked Tair-0n,

Harvest of the
Cooked Tair-0n,

Harvest of the

Large

21-25ct. $24 .99
(2Ib. bag only)

hometownlife.com

Hundreds of Champagnes &
Sparkling wines to choosefrom!

Krug Grande Cuvee

Non-vintage Brut Champagne

(quantities limited)

j 750ml $189.99

B illecart-Salm on
Cuvee Nicolas Francois Billecart
2000 Brut Champagne

750ml $89.99

D elam otte
Blanc De Blancs

Non-Vintage Brut Champagne

750ml $49.99

CHAVPACNE

S elections

Dom Perignon P2
1998 Brut Champagne
(very limited)

750ml $324.99

1- 1.5LB $12.99/1b.
2- 4LB $14.99/LB.
Above 4lbs. Callforprice

(Prices are subject to market

conditions and therefore subject

to change withoutnotice.)

Must place order 48hrs
ahead for Live Maine Lobsters

Sea

peeled and Deveined
Shrimp

16-20CT. $ 17.99/LB.
(lib. bag only)

Sea

Peeled and Deveined
Shrimp

26-30CT. $1 3.99/LB.
(available in 1 or 2lb. bags only)

Sea

Peeled and deveined
Shrimp

41-50CT. $1 1,99/LB.
(available in 1or 2lb. bags only)

Sea

Peeled and Deveined

Shrimp

aNOM M |
y

Raw, Shet1-0n
Wild Caught. GULF OF MEXICO

Shrimp

10-15CT. $1 7.99/LB.

Fresh, in the Shell
New BRUNSWICK
VILLAGE BAY OYSTERS

The Village Bay oyster is raised in the icy
cold waters ofBedec Bay, New Brunswick.
Village Bays have plump meats, taste
ofmedium salinity and have a creamy
cucumberfinish.

Premium,

wild caught, G ulf of

Extra

SWKIBB1G
H.BBIES

Lots of Clams Mussels &
Scallops to choose from. *

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 8:00am - 10:00pm
Sunday 9:00am - 9:00pm

734-844-2200

www.holidaymarkets.com

520 S. Lilley Rd.
Canton, MI 48188

Large
21-25CT.

Most Major credit cards excepted.

We reserve the right to limit quantities,
and are not responsible for pictoral or
typographical errors.

Prices .subject to change without notice.

Raw, Peeled and Deveined

Mexico

Shrimp

$1 6.99/LB.

EFFECTIVE THRU
Dec. 28-Jan.4, 201S


http://www.holidaymarkets.com
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PREP VOLLEYBALL

Park volleyball

Coaches for Canton,

and Salem

Tim Smith
Bys#rvwmr

There has been plenty of
successful seasons turned in
recently by the Canton, Ply-
mouth and Salem varsity vol-
leyball teamns. i

But all three teams will
have new coaches at the helm
when the 2015 season con-
venes next fall. The timing

HOLIDAY HOOPS

Warriors
topple
Thurston,
66-60

Bailey’s
double-double
lifts W.L. Western

to tourney title

Ed Wright
By EAVIg

Twas two nights before
Christmas, and all through the
gym, the Warriors were leap-
ing, hands high above the rim.

Fueled by a tenacious dis-
G\II%Y of offensive rebounding,

led Lake Western sky-
walked to a 66-60 victory over
Redford Thurston in Hiesday
night’s Livonia Franklin Holi-
day Basketball Tournament
championship game.

The Warriors improved to
g—i)whlle Thurston slipped to

_Leading the spring-loaded
winners was senior 6-foot-4
forward Marcus Bailey, who
recorded 20 points and 17
rebounds. Senior 6-2 guard
Jerald Booker also scored 20
points for Western, which was
making its debut appearance
in the annual tournament.

Thurston’s balanced attack
was spearheaded by senior
guard Rickey Hudgens, who
scored 18 points. Senior for-
ward Isiah Crofford netted 14
for the Eagles while Deaunte
Jackson, Marquie’l Thomas
and Brandon Marshall all con-
tributed nine points.

See HOLIDAY, Page B?

BVRGT
Redford Thurston junior guard
Treven Gary forces a jump ball with
Walled Lake Western's Daryl Porter
during the final minute of Tuesday
night's game.

mi

Plymouth

cite personal reasons

might be coincidental.
ton coach Steve John-

son is soon to mar% Plymouth

coach Sarah Marody; both
have announced they are re-
mgmngodue_ to personal rea-
sons. SO to is veteran Salem
coach Amanda Nies —just
weeks away from having a

ihl(_atic directors for all
three high schools have not

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

LIFE, B5 =

S P O R T S

coaches

yet responded to the observer
about the resignations.

“After 10 seasons (’?s a high
school coach) it wasn't an easy
decision but I'm ready to
move on with the next phase
of my life,” Marody said.
“Steve and | are ?ettlng mar-
ried in June and I’'min a posi-
tion to take on leadership roles
at my school (she teaches at
Christ the King Lutheran in
Southgate). My family and
career come first. It just
time.”

Nies, meanwhile, said “fam-
ily””is the one and only reason

Aaron Burbridge looks for room to run against Jacksonville State.

OBITUARIES, BG6 =

HEALTH,

B 7

ED WRIGHT, EDITOR
EWRIGHT@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

resign

she is leaving after sgending
the past 10 years at the Salem
varsity helm. Including four

ears as a player and another
our either coaching freshman
or JV teams, Nies has 18 years
invested in the Rocks’ volley-
ball program.

“In three weeks I’'m due
with my second child,”” Nies
said. “I'can always go back to
coaching, but watchlngbmy
children grow up goes by all
too fast. I'm very sad to leave
and | have left behind an

See GOACHES Page B4

MICHIGAN STATE ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

Burbridge does his
part to help Spartans

Former Harrison all-state player is three-year

contributor at wide receiver for Michigan State

By Dan O'Meara
SafWiter

Michigan State Univer-
sity’s football team is work-
ing on a nice winning streak
in post-season play, having
ended the last three seasons

with bowl victories.

The No. 8-ranked Spartans
hope to make it four ina row
on'New Year’s Day when they
battle No. 5 Baylor in the
Cotton Bowl at AT&T Stadi-

um in Arlington, Texas.

That record of success
arallels MSU rise to na-
ional prominence, and it’s

players like wide receiver
Aaron Burbridge of Farming-

Holiday Shopping

ton Hills who
have helped to
make it hap-

pen.
“That’s the
reason all of us
come to Michi-
gan State,”
Burbridge
. said. “V\k ex-
pect to win here; we expect to
go to big bowl games. It’s just
an honor to be a part of this
and what’s going on.”

_ Though he might be con-
sidered a role player, Bur-
bridge, a former all-stater at
Harrison High School, has
made a solid contribution to
the MSU program.

Burbridge

Made Easier

Rates

low

4 4 9 %.

He played as a true fresh-
man in 2012, has appeared in
35 games and made 10 starts.
Burbridge has 76 career
receptions for 859 yards and
three touchdowns.

The 6-foot-I, 201-pound
junior is third on the team
this year with 25 catches for
301 yards and one score. He
caught a season-high five

asses for 48 yards against
ndli':xna. H h

“I'm very happy with my

production,” Burbridge said.
1 feel like 1 developed a lot
this year. I learned more
about the game, and it has

See BURBRIDCE, Page B4

734-578-2767

Livonia T

leagues and

classes

The Livonia Famil
YMCA, located at 14255
Stark Rd., is accegtmg
registrations for both
winter sports leagues and
classes.

Ten-game youth basket-
ball fages 6-14) and volley-
ball leagues (ages 8-14)
begin Jan. 12, while eight-
game adult basketball and
volleyball leagues begin
Jan. 4-5. Winter classes
for toddlers through
adults - including gym-
nastics, karate, aikido and
preschool sports - begin
the week of Jan. 4.

Contact the YMCA at
734-261-2161 or email
Chris Jackettat
cjackett@ymcadetroit.org
for more information.

Spalding

update

Westland John Glenn
graduate Devon Spalding
capped a stellar true-
freshman football season
at Central Michigan Uni-
versity in Wednesday’s
inaugural Bahamas Bowl.

Spalding rushed for 371
yards on 73 carries (5.1
average% and four touch-
downs. Spalding also
caught
three

asses for

3 yards.
He played
in 11 games
for the
Chippewas,
who Tin-
ished the
) season 7-6.

_ Spalding rushed eight
times for 12 yards an
caught two passes for 17
yards in the Chippewas
dramatic 49-48 loss to
Western Kentucky. CMU
rallied from a 49-14 sec-
ond-half deficit.

As a senior at John
Glenn in 2013, Spalding
rushed for 1,761 yards on
190 carries and a school-
record 27 touchdowns.

He also broke the
school record for rushin
in a single game with 49
yards.

Spalding

Franklin

baseball camp

Livonia Franklin’s 9th
Annual Future Stars Base-
ball will be held
Saturday, Feb. 21. The
first session - which will
focus on hitting, base-
running and infield work,
will run from 9-11:30a.m.

Following a half-hour
lunch, the afternoon ses-
sion - which will focus on
defensive work, pitchers’
fielding practice, catching
drills and outfield ap-
proach - will run from
noon to 2:15 p.m.

The camp will be held
in the Franklin High
School fieldhouse, which
is located at 31000 Joy Rd.
in Livonia.

Each camper will be
assigned to agbr_qups based
on age and ability. The
camp is open to boys and
g{%rls in grades two
through sixth. Each camp-
er should bring his or her
own sack lunch, which
should not have to be re-
frigerated.

r more information,
contact Franklin varsity
baseball coach Matt Four-
nier at mfournie2@
livoniapublicschools.org.

right here right for you

www.cfcu.org
(877)937-2328
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ED WRIGHT
Redford
Thurston's
Isiah
Crofford
connected
on this
put-back
against
Walled
Lake
Western's
Marcus
Bailey.

HOLIDAY
Continued from Page &L

Early{]on, the Eagles ap-
peared headed to their sixth
consecutive victory when they
raced to a 20-11 lead after one
uarter. The Warriors sliced
their deficit to 35-31 at the half
before outscoring Thurston
2312 durlggthe third stanza
to seize a 54-47 advantage.
Deaunte Jackson’s basket
on the opening possession of
the fourth quarter closed
Thurston’s deficit to 54-49, but
Western answered immedi-
ately at the other end ona
put-back by 6-2 senior guard
John Flowers to make it 56-49.
Thomas closed Thurston’s
ap to 56-52 moments later
with a clutch top-of-the-key
three, but the Warriors retali-
ated with back-to-back buck-
ets by Porter and Flowers to
pad their lead to 60-52.
Trailing by eight with 60
seconds to play, Crofford
scored on a put-back, which
was set up by a hustling play

0 & E Media | Sunday, December 28, 2014

by Teven Gary, who forced a
Junjrp ball near mid-court.

he Eagles then forced
another Western turnover
before giving the ball back
seconds later.

Thurston made 7 of 10 free
throws. The Warriors were 7
of 9 from the stripe.

The bulk of the Warriors’
second-half points were the
product of their relentless
pounding of the offensive
glass. ]

~ InTuesday night’s consola-
tion game, Salem (3-2) rode
Jakob Lenders’ team-high 13
?omts to & 62-36 victory over
he host Patriots. Sophomore
Euard Johnny Cantrell led

ranklin (0-6) with 12 points.

Voted to the all-tournament
team were Bailey and Booker
of Western; Hudgens and
Crofford of Thurston; Salem’s
Allante Wheeler and Lenders;
and Cantrell and Charles
Keith of Franklin.

ewright@hometownlife.com
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PREP WRESTLING
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PUSHING FORWARD

Garden City stays
resilient in wake
of head coach’s

sudden death
By Ed Wright

Staff Writer

Confronted by a wall of
daunting adversity, members
of Garden City’s wrestling
team have forged to%ether_
like a high-powered battering
ram

Just a few days after at-
tending funeral services for
their 47-year-old coach and
mentor Mike Howell, who
died suddenly Dec. 10froma
massive heart attack, the
Cougars returned to the mats
Dec. 20 at the Panther In-
vitational hosted by Redford
Union. ]

With their hearts heavy
with sorrow and their young
minds still clouded by shock,
the Cougars’ nine-man squad
performed like warriors,
according to interim co-coach
Don Giese, whose return to
the program was compelling
in its own way.

“Considering they were at
their coach’s funeral less than
aweek earlier, the way these
guys performed was remark-
able,” Giese said. “They’ve
really committed themselves
to dedicating the rest of the
season to Mike. Although it’s
going to be hard to win any
dual matches with the low
numbers we have, they’re
working hard and pushing
forward.” ) )

The Cougars’trio of senior
captains - Brendon Berg-
stresser, Cody Kirkpatrick
and Ali Arab - each went 4-1
atRU. )

The captains are the lone
holdovers from Giese’s ten-
ure at Garden City. He
stepped down at the Cougars’
head wrestling coach follow-
ing the 2012-13 season due to
health issues of his own.

“It turns out | had suffered
a heart attack during the
(2012-13 wrestling) season,
but | wasn’t aware of it,”
Giese said. “My doctor dis-

Interim co-coach Don Giese rallie

TOM BEAUDOIN
s his Garden City wrestlers during last

week's Panther Invitational at Redford Union High School. It was the
Cougars' first action since the death earlier this month of Mike Howell.

Shirts were printed for members

of the Garden City wrestling team

in memory of coach Mike Howell
who died two weeks ago.

Garden City senior captains
Brendon Bergstresser, Cody
Kirkpatrick and Ali Arab meet
before the Cougars return to the
mat following the death earlier
this month of head coach Mike
Howell.

covered it after doing a bat-
tery of tests on me.

“Mike and | went to school
together gat Garden City) and
wrestled together. When he
heard about my health issues,
he asked if | wanted himto
step in and take over the pro-

ramand | told him I thought
e’d be perfect for it.”

Giese was stunned to learn
of Howell’s death via social
media during the early morn-
ing hours of Dec. 11

“As soon as | heard about
the tragedy, | wanted to do
whatever 1 could to help the
program continue to run,”
Giese said. “l offered to help
out &asmstant coach) Joe Hay.
My health is much improve
now, so that wasn’t an issue.”

The Cougars’ first practice
following Howell’s death was
somber and surreal, but then
team members were ener-
gized by the desire to keep
pluggm for their late coach.

arden City athletic direc-

tor Rob Phillips ordered each
of the wrestlers T-shirts that
have the saying “WWhatever
journey you take, 1’ll walk

eside you’’and Giese said
there are plans to have a
memorial patch placed on
each of the Cou%ars’ singlets.

“Other then the three sen-
iors, we’re pretty young; we
have mostly freshmen and
kids who have never wres-
tled,” Giese said. “But it’s a

’

strong group and the%’re
v#rkmg hard to get through
this.”
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All-area football team stocked
with hard-hitting, talented players

FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE

Matt Skibinski, OL Chur-
chill: A dominating 6-5,275-

und tackle who has commit-

ed to play for Miami of Ohio
Skibinski was one of the catal-
ysts of a Chur-
chill offense
that averaged
over 40 points,
250 yard rush-
ing and 200
yards passing
per game.

Atwo-year
captain and
three-year starter, Skibinski
did not yield a sack this season
in 250 pass attempts.

He Is a standout in the class-
room as well, sporting a 3.44
grade-point average.

“Matt is a gym rat, a hard
worker and he cared about all
the little details to become
better,” said Churchill coach
Bill DeFillippo.

Michael Jordan, Ply-
mouth: Animposing physical
specimen at 6-6,
285 who is being
eyed by recruit-
ers for Division
I football pro-
grams, Jordan
was a force for
the Wildcats
both on the of-
.. fensiveand
defensive lines. )

Onthe O-line, Jordan regis-
tered 27 pancakes and did not
allow a quarterback sack. De-
fensively, he tallied 42 tackles
including 25 solos.

He was named to the all-
conference team for his excel-
lent season and he still has one
more ¥ear to go, certainly bad
news for other KLAA teams.

“Michael is a flat-out beast
and a great character kid,”
coach Mike Sawchuk said.
“Obviously, with his size and
strength he is able to dominate
the line of scrimmage.

_“He is only ajunior so he
still has some room for im-
provement. V\e are excited to
see how he plays his senior
year.”

DeShawn Baker-Williams,
AL, Glenn: Atwo-way starter
at offensive and defensive
tackle, the 6-4,310-pound Cen-
tral Michigan University com-
mit was a key reason why the
Rockets were able to rush for
3,015 yards this past season.

Defensively, he recorded 16
solo tackles and 19 assists.

Darin Tuttle, OL, Canton:
The 5-10, 220-pound senior
offensive guard
was Canton’s
most durable
and consistent
lineman, stand-
ing tall against
enemy defenses.

The second-
year starter also
) excelled with

hysical play and as a pulling

locker, important factors for
the major success of Canton’s
multi-pronged running attack.

_ Tuttle, an all-KLAA selec-
tion, started every game and
also took over as the team’s
long snapper midway through
the year.

“He also plaé/ed on the de-
fensive line and played excel-
lent there when he did,” coach
Tim Baechler said. “Darin was
our most valuable linemen this
year and an excellent leader.”

Nolan Gilo, TE, Canton:
Ore of many offensive weap-
ons for the Chiefs, the senior
tight end led the team with 18
catches for 500
yards (a school
record for yards
receiving ina
season) and
scored two
touchdowns.

ADbig target
at 6-1, the sec-
ond-year starter
averaged 27.8 yards per catch
and helped Canton’s cause by
adding two crucial 2-point
conversion catches.

“Nolan made the big catch
all year long to keep drives
alive or to give us a big play,”
Baechler said. “Nolan was also
an exceptional blocker.”

For his efforts, Gilo was
named to the all-KLAA squad.

CJWeiss, WR, Stevenson:
Weiss capped his career in
spectacular fashion, hauling in
59 passes for 725 yards and six

touchdowns.
He will grad-
uate as Steven-
. N sonsall-time
m leading receiver
L~ " £l with 87 recep-
™ tions for 1,1
yards. A multi-
Weiss erose threat,
eiss also added

Skibinski

Jordan

Tuttle

Gilo

39 carries for 289 yards and
two touchdowns, and six punt
returns for 79 yards and a TD.

Defensively, he racked up
24 tackles and blocked three
kicks.

“CJis one of the smartest
football players and toughest
competitors that I have had the
opportunity to coach,” said
Stevenson coach Randy Mical-
lef; “He pushed all of us to get
better each day.” ]

Tim Duiin, WR, Churchill:
The primary receiving threat
on a team that threw for over
2,000 yards, the 6-4,180-pound
Duiin registered 51 receptions
for over 1,000

ards and 11
touchdowns
including a last-
minute 50-yard
score on fourth
down that sent
the Chargers’
early-season
. game against
Brighton to overtime (they
eventually won).

With 4.5 speed in the 40-
yard-dash and soft hands, the
rangy Duiin is dravvingéré-
terest from MAC and
collglge programs.

“Tim made some great
catches, including some at

ry key moments this year,”
said DeFillippo. “His height
and speed made him a danger-
ous player on offense.”

_Dez Fitzpatrick, WR_ Far-
mington: The junior wide
recerver (6-2,192) spurned
multiple Big Ten
offers and com-
mitted to Louis-
ville late in the
2014 season. He
caught 32 passes
for 511 yards,
and he scored a
total of 11 touch-
downs.

His stats could have been
greater, but he didn't play a lot
In the second half as the Fal-
cons, who averaged more than
40 points Iger game in winning
the OAA Blue Division, were
often well ahead by that time.

Fitzpatrick is a cover corner
on defense. He had three in-
terceptions and 25 tackles, and
he also returned punts an
kicks ) .

“Dez is an incredibly gifted
athlete,” coach John Bechtel
said. “He has great size and
spectacular hands, and he’s a
fantastic route runner. He’s
one of the best players around.

“He’ amajor match-up
problem for people. He’s a big,
strong receiver; he can play a
physical game, or he can run
away from you. It’s a tough
match-up for teams on de-_
fense, too, because of his size.”

Jevon Shaw, QB, Harrison:
Athree-year starter and repeat
member of the all-area team,
Shaw led the
Hawks to a
share of the
OAA White Divi-
sion crown, a
state semifinal
appearance and
a 10-3 record.

He was the
_leading rusher
and passer with 987 and 1,024
yards, respectively. Most of his
16 rushing touchdowns were
runs of 40 yards or more. Shaw
averaged I0yards per carry.
He was 63-0f-129 passing with
10 touchdowns.

Shaw (5-9,180) is seventh on
the all-time passing list with
2,338 yards and 14th in rushing
with 1,663. He is an outstand-
ing punt and kick returner, and
he will play at Ferris State next
year.

“Jevon was the heart and
soul of our offense,” coach
John Herrington said. “He
could improvise on runs. If
pass protection broke down, he
could make big runs. Onthe
run plays designed for him, he
could run around 'Eeople or
through them; he’s very strong.

“It was a huge loss when he
was injured (inthe first play-
off game). He stayed with the
team and had the courage to
come back and try to play in
the semifinal game.”

Brian Alsobrooks, QB,
Churchill: The 6-2,215-pound
field general, who has commit-
ted toplay at
Eastern Michi-
gan University,
completed 151 of
248 passes for
2,258 yards.

He threw for
23 touchdowns
and just six
) ~ interceptions
while rushing for over 500

ards. One of the state’s best

ickers as well, Alsobrooks
finished with 142 career extra-

Duiin

Fitzpatrick

Shaw

Alsobrooks

Al-A

i==le}

point kicks and 19 field goals.

A captain and four-year
letter-winner, Alsobrooks has a
3.83 grade-point average.

*“Atremendous leader of our
team and gym rat,” said DeFil-
lippo. “His love of the game
and willingness to learn helped
him and our offense be very
productive. Ve ask our quar-
terbacks to doa lot and he
executed his position at avery
high level.”

Greg Williams, QB, Canton:
The senior didnt rack up gau-
dy offensive numbers, but that
was by design as Williams led
the mostly block-and-run of-
fense to another
huge season.

Williams, an
all-KLAA selec-
tion, finished an
outstanding
Canton career in
which he started
for three years
] and was team
captain for two.

He completed 37 of 68

asses for 847 yards and six

ouchdowns and added 463
Kards rushing, not to mention

is ability to switch gears on
the fly against top opposing
defenses.

Over his career, Williams
established Canton team rec-
ords for passing yards (2,718)
and touchdown passes (29). In
addition, he is a standout play-
er for the Chiefs’ varsity boys
basketball team.

_“Greg's best attribute was
his ability to lead and make big
Blays in pressure situations,”

aechler said. “He had avery
calm confident demeanor that
maltlje his teammates better as
well.”

Kyle Penny, QB, N. Far-
mington: Penny
set asingle-
season, school
record with
1,360 passing
yards and is the

A third-leading
asser in school
istory with

1,865 yards. He

Williams

Penny

also set a single-game standard
with 356 yards. )

Penny completed 100 of his
172 pass attempts in the past
season and threw 12 touch-
down passes. He had 17 career
TD tosses.

Penny also started on de-
fense, made 41 tackles and
picked two passes. He punted
37 times for a 34.1 average and
Put the ball inside the 20-yard
ine a dozen times.

“Kyle is the ultimate com-
petitor,” coach Todd Schultz
said. “He loves the game and
plays with such passion. And it
showed every time he was on
the field. Every game, every
snap, he truly enjoyed playing
the game at & highlevel.”

ecause of his experience
and girasp of the playbook,
Schultz gave Penny a lot of
latitude in calling plays.

“I'would send in three or
four plays and allow Kyle to
choose the correct play based
on the defensive formation,”
Schultz said. “Ninety percent
of the time, he chose aplay I
would have called if I was on
the field, too.”

Cameron Stella, RB Ply-
mouth: One of the key contrib-
utors to another strong season
for the Wildcats,
the 6-0,180-
pound Stella
made pﬂponents
pay with power
running and a
knack tor com-
ing up big in
clutch situa-
__ tions. )

The junior rushed 113 times
for 973 yards (8.6 average) and
scored Six rushing touch-
downs. He also chipped in on
returns and as a receiver, with
1,228 total yards and one re-
ceiving TD.

He was named to the all-
KLAA team for his excellent
all-around season.

“Camis an unbelievable
athlete,” Sawchuk said. “He
has the speed and agility to
make defenders miss and not
get a good shot on him.

“l can’t wait to see how he
looks as a senior after getting
one more year in the weight
room. ) )

Paul Romain, RB, Churchill:
The senior was a ball-carrying
beast for the Chargers, plllng
up 1,771 yards rushing and 2
touchdowns. He also tacked on
19 receptions for 304 yards and
three six-pointers. Athreat as
a kick returner as well, Ro-
main exceeded 2,200 all-pur-
pose yards during his highly-
productive senior season.

_“Paul is a dynamic player
with tremendous speed and the
ability to catch the ball out of
the backfield,” said DeFillippo.

Austin Petrie, RB Steven-
son: The junior combined
speed and power running skills
to register 1,134
yards rushing
and 15touch-
downs. He also
caught 15 passes
for 165 yards
and two scores,
and had 20 tack-
les, three pass
break-ups and
two blocked kicks on defense.

“Austin is a talented young
man who is just beginning to
understand the impact he can
have on both sides of the ball,”
said Micallef. “e look for-
ward to his senior season.”

FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE
Khalid Kareem, DL Harri-
son: Kareem (6-4,240) had an
outstanding junior season and
will be abig-
time recruit next
year. He was a
major reason the
Hawks were so
good on defense.
Though he
played a down
osition at tack-
] le, Kareem was
the third-leading tackier with
69. He had two sacks and three
quarterback hurries. He has
offers from Northwestern,
Minnesota, lowa, Wake Forest
and Miami, Ha.
_ “He’s the No. 1up-and-com-
ing player in the state,” Her-
rington said. “He has all sorts
of offers. He’s definitely one of
the top players in the state.
“He was a real force on
defense as apass rusher and
Blayed the run very well. He’ll
e the leader of the defense
next year and, hopefully, we’ll
be able to play him on of-
fense.” o
Laymon Gidding-Whatley,
DL Thurston: The three-year
starter was a stud on both
sides of the ball for the Eagles,
notching 60 tackles (including

Stella

Petrie

Kareem

15 for loss),
seven sacks and
one fumble
recovery on
defense, while
churning out
762 yards on 119
carries and 15
touchdowns on
offense.

“Laymon was
athree-year varsity starter
whose speed and size made
him a dangerous pass rusher
off the edge,” said Thurston
coach Bob Snell. “In addition to
his outstanding defensive play,
he was a tough runner who
racked up yards by pounding
the ball and used breakaway
speed for big plays when he
got into the secondary.”

Renardo Brown, DL John
Glenn: The 6-3,318-pound
two-way starter registered 23
solo tackles and 16 assists on
defense.

Justin Banks, DL Farming-
ton: The 6-foot-5, 265-pound
senior was a three-year starter
at offensive tackle and a reg-
ular on defense for two sea-
Sons.

Gidding-
Whatley

Banks was a
strong pass
rusher and was
superb against
the run, accord-
ing to Bechtel.
He had 49 total
tackles, includ-
ing 20 solos.
Banks is a three-

ear starter at center on the
asketball team, too.

“Justin has great feet and
quickness for his size,” Bechtel
said. ““One of his greatest as-
sets is his length. He’s tall and
has long arms.

“With his quickness, that
reach came in handy, moving
up and down the defensive
line. He’s very, very mobile for
a down defensive tackle.”

Banks will be a great player
at the next level, he added.
Banks planned to visit Grand
Valley and will I|kel¥_iala
somewhere in the GLIA(

Michael Ojemudia, LB
Harrison: While not big for a
linebacker, Ojemudia (6-2,190)
is a tremendous foothall play-
er, according to Herrington.
His closing
speed to the ball
is outstanding.
He demonstrat-
ed his athletic
ability by play-
ing wide recelv-
er and tight end
on offense._
~ Ojemudia
was the leading tackier with
105. He also had four sacks,
three interceptions, one pass
block, three breakups and two
fumble recoveries.

“I think he’s one of the top
linebackers we've ever had at
Harrison,” Herrington said,
adding Big Tenand MAC
schools are interested in him.

“He’s a sideline-to-sideline
?Iayer. He was really effec-

ive. And don't overlook the
fact he played tight end and
was one of our best blockers.
He led by example.”

Jake Pagel, LB Canton:
Tough as nails at linebacker,
the 5-10,180-pound senior reg-
istered 73 tackles along with
15sacks and a fumble recov-
ery. Pagel led the Chiefs in
tackles and was
instrumental in
the defense
meshing all
season.

The second-
year starter and
co-captain was
honored for his
exceptional
erformance by beln? named

o the all-conference team.

“Jake was our quarterback
on defense,” Baechler said.
“He made all of our line and
check calls for us. Jake was
extremely fast with a4.5 40-
yard dash and was a very
smart football player.”

Shane Raymond, LB Ply-
mouth: The Senior and third-
year starter at middle line-

backer might
have been Ply-
f mouth’s most
&z *  valuable player
going down with
a knee injury for
two games dur-
ing the regular
season. The
Wildcats strug-
) led to stop
teams without Raymond quar-
terbacking the defense. ]

The all-KLAA selection still
led Plymouth with 53 total
tackles, including 23 of the solo
variety. He chalked up 8.5

Banks

Ojemudia

Pagel

Raymond

See ALL-AREA, Page B4



B4 (WGRL)

ALl -AREA

Continued from Page B3

tackles for loss.

And for good measure, the
5-10,205-pounder excelled on
the offensive line.

“Shane was one of our best
offensive linemen as well,”
Sawchuk said. “Just one of the
smartest football players I
have ever coached.” )

David Reese, LB Farming-
ton: The junior middle line-
backer is a three-year, two-way
starter, and he is a repeat
member of the all-area first

team.

Reese (6-2,
231) led the team
with 107 tackles,
which included
56 solos, and is
Farmington’s
all-time leadin
tackier with 283.

He was pri-

) marily a block-
ing fullback on offense, but he
rushed for nearly 300 yards
(7.1 average) and seven touch-
downs. Many of the MAC
schools want Reese, and Bi
Ten offers could follow in the
near future. ]

“David is anincredible
downhill player,” Bechtel said.
“He has great speed, great size
and quickness and a great nose
for the football. .

“He does a great job of
reading his keys. When he gets
to the ball carrier, he’s punish-
ing. He’s certainly one of the
best players in the state.”

Devin Cameron, LB Salem:
Some Michigan colleges are
looking to recruit the 6-2,225-
pound Cameron,
and for good
reason.

The senior
was a defensive
force at line-
backer for the
Rocks, with 77
tackles (seven
for aloss), four
sacks and a fumble recovery.

J8T

Reese

Cameron

GIRLS PREP HOOPS
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Cameron was named to the
all-conference team to recog-
nize his stellar season.

“Devin is a great teammate,
hard worker onand off the
field, high energ (Jolayer, he
never left the field for us,”
coach Kurt Britnell said. “He’s
avery high-character individ-
ual that definitely will be
missed as both student (3.2
GPA) and athlete. He would do
an)g ing if it helped his team.”

ritnell said ron is
catching the eye of recruiters
from Mid-American Confer-
ence and Great Lakes Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference
schools.

Hussein Youssef, LB Ply-
mouth: The senior played
bli;%er and tougher than his
5-11,195-pound frame might
suggest, once again sparking
Plymouth’s linebacking corps.

Youssef, also a standout
varsity wrestler,
tallied 51 total
tackles —32 of
them solo take-
downs. When
needed, he
helped out on
offense, too, and
caught three
passes for 59

Youssef

yards.

He was named to the all-
conference team for his su-
Wrb performance for the

ildcats.

“Hussein is one of the
toughest football players |
have ever coached,” Sawchuk
said. “He played through some

ainful injuries this year. He
as an unbelievable motor and
hates to lose at anything.

“l really had afun time
coaching my linebackers this

year. i
James Hill, LB, Clarence-
ville: The 6-2,

195-pound sen-

ior excelled at
running back
and outside
linebacker. Hill
was a three-year
varsity player
and two-year

Faulty free-throw
dooms

Ed Wright
By g

A career game by three-
Kﬁar varsity player Erin

cNally couldn’t compensate
for amiserable night at the
free-throw line for the Livonia
Franklin girls basketball team
Monday night against host
Novi Franklin Road Christian.

McNally, a senior forward,
chalked up 10 points, 11 re-
bounds, five blocked shots and
two steals, but the Patriots
canned just 6 of 22 freebies
during a 56-46 setback.

_The Patriots s_IlpEgd to 0-5
with the loss while Lady War-
riors improved to 3-2.

Eighth-grader Alexis John-
son paced the winners’ attack
with 19 points and 23 rebounds.

“WWe were trailing 36-35 at
the beginning of the fourth
quarter, but we missed four
straight free throws and then
th%/ IE)ulled away a little bit,”
said Franklin head coach Jim
Milican. “We've struggled at
the free-throw line all season.”

Milican heaped high praise
on McNally.

“It was good to see all the
hard work she’s put in pay off,”

COACHES

Continued from Page Bl

amazing group of girls and

prolgrarr_l. ’ o
espite strong showings in
the KLLAA South Division and a

number of impressive players
earning college scholarships,
Canton’s Johnson decided to
resign after three seasons as
varsﬂx coach.. )
Although his upcomin
marriage to Marody is a factor,
Johnson said his decision to
leave now was much more
complicated. He emphasized
there was the perception of
unhapﬂ ness from parents
which had a bearing on his

said Milican. “That was her
best game ever.”

Senior Sarah Cramton also
played well for the Patriots,
netting a team-high 15 points.
Cramton drained one three-
point shot.

Senior Tyonna Tate also
played well for Franklin, scor-
Ing eight points to accompany
15boards.

Franklin Road struggled at
the line as well, making just 11
of 34 attempts.

The Patriots led 10-9 after
one quarter before the Lady
Warriors stormed back to seize
a 28-23 halftime lead. The Pa-
triots made it a game in the
third guarter when they out-
scored Franklin Road 12-8.

The Patriots launched an
astounding 85 shots, but con-
verted on just 17.

“We were getting pretty
good looks; the ball just wasn't
dropping for us,” said Milican.
“The break comes at a good
time for us; we need a breath-
er.”

Franklin returns to action
Jan. 6 when it hosts Garden

City.

ewright@hometownlife.com

EVRGT
Livonia Franklin
senior forward
Tyonna Tate,
pictured during a
game earlier this
season, netted
eight points and
15 rebounds in
Monday's loss to
Franklin Road
Christian.

decision.

Johnson noted that “people
not being hapclo with deci-
sions) seemed to be my biggest
fault as a coach and has led me
to my decision. Truth be told, |
always thought me making the
tough decisions and coachin
my team without flirting wit
the notion of trying to make
people happy was my strong-
est trait as a coach.

“l am confident that | leave
the program better than |
found it and know that it is set
up for whoever is hired to
replace me, to have the con-
tinued success that these spe-
cial athletes deserve.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmithJSports

LOCAL SPORTS

starter for the Trofans.

He rushed for 1,100 yards
and 14 touchdowns, averaging
6.7 yards per can;y. He also
caught 12 passes for 166 yards
and two scores. )

Hill had 30 solos among his
58 tackles, and he recovered a
fumble for a touchdown. He’s
being recruited by a number of
Division Il schools.

“He’s really good out of the
backfield, not onl running the
ball but catching the ball,’
coach Ken Fry said. “Some
schools saw he could do both
and really liked that. He can do
%(;Irpe things after he gets the

“The only rest he got was on
special teams. \We had to have
him on the field. He could
make a mistake, but his stride
and ability to recover quickly
made it really nice. With his
size, it was hard to throw over
p‘l_m. I can’t say enough about

im.”’

Alonzo McCoy, DB, Thur-
ston: Ajunior two-year starter,
McCoy did it all for the Eagles,
compiling 68 tackles (four for
loss) from his
cornerback
position, with
one fumble re-
covery and six
interceptions,
one of which he
returned for a
touchdown.
_Offensively, he
caught 26 aerials for 403 yards
((115. average) and two touch-

owns.

As the Eagles’ holder for
extra points and fields goals,
he was 5-for-5 on two-point
runs on fakes. ]

*“Alonzo is a unigue combi-
nation of speed, skill and
toughness, which allows himto
be not only an excellent cover
corner but also a physical
force against the run,” said
Snell. ]

Devon Cook, DB, Harrison:
Cook was a three-year starter
at strong safety and a solid,
reliable tackier. He was sixth
on the team with 46 tackles,

McCoy

and he helped to
make the Hawks
asolid defensive
team.

Cook (6-0,
180) also had
four intercep-
tions and four
pass breakups.
He blocked an extra point in
overtime that enabled Harri-
son to beat Walled Lake \West-
ern in the district final, 109.
Cook played tight end and split
end on offense, too. )

“He was a very good tackier
and could force the runvery
well,” Herrington said. “His
ability to get to the football and
tackle (was outstanding). He’s
avery aggressive player. He
was around the football a lot.”

CO-COACHES OF YEAR

John Herrington, Harrison:
The Hawks narrowly missed
getting to the championship
round of the
state tourna-
ment for the
18th time in
their storied
football history.

Legendary
coach John Her-
rington, the only
head coach since
the school opened in 1970, led
his team to another outstand-
ing season (10-3).

Harrison shared the OAA
White Division crown with
Southfield and Oak Park and
followed that with Division 2
district and regional champi-
onships.

The Hawks came up a point
shy of high-scoring Muskegon
Mona Shores in a state semi-
final game, 25-24.

. Herrington has 413 career
victories in 45 seasons at Har-
rison and has led the Hawks to
arecord 13 state titles.

In the last regular-season
game, Harrison gave top-
ranked and two-time defending
D1 state champion Clarkston a

ood battle before conceding a

1-24 defeat. )

“If you play a big school

Cook

Herrington

hometownlife.com

that’s No. 1in the state and you
hang with them, I feel good
about it,” Herrington said.

“I never feel good about
losing, but we went out to O,olay
the game hard and our kids
played hard. | thought they
pIa_Y_ed with a lot of character.”

im Baechler, Canton: It
was a special season for the
Chiefs and veteran coach Bae-
chler, as Canton overcame _

injuries to win
the KLAA South
Division and
come within an
eyelash of de-
feating Saline in
the Division 1
regional final.
Baechler _ The Chiefs
finished 9-3 to
pad Baechler’s 17-year Canton
career record to 145-44. During
that span, Baechler’ teams
have reached the postseason 14
times.

“I have an excellent staff of
assistant coaches here,” Bae-
chler noted. “Guys that believe
in our offense and defense, and
in how we practice. It starts
with their belief and their loy-
alty to our program.”

Moments after the heart-
breaking 42-35 loss to the Hor-
nets, Baechler talked about
how the 2014 season was the
most gratifying for himona
personal level. In his com-
ments to the o bserver about
being co-coach of the year, he
didn't back away from that
sentiment. )

“This was a very rewardin
year,” Baechler said. ‘V\e dealt
with a lot of adversity as far as
health issues and a couple of
suspensions of key starters at
various times. Our guys {_ust
kept |mﬁrovmg and trusting us
and each other.

“Besides making a deep run
this year, which made the sea-
son even more fun, we had a
true team. e did not have any
stars, d ust a group of guys that
p{ﬂye for Canton and for each
other.”

MHGNSIAEAHEICCMUNGNIOND

Aaron Burbridge cuts through the Purdue defense after making a catch in October.

BURBRIDGE

Continued from Page Bl

helped me to become the

receiver | amtoday.”
Senior Tony Lippett is the

leading receiver with 60 re-

ceptions for 1,124 yards and 11
touchdowns. Burbridge is one

of four others who follow
Llpﬁlﬁg with 22 to 26 catches.
“We do have a lot of weap-
ons on offense,”” Burbridge
said. “(guarterback) Connor
(Cook) does a great job of

getting all of us the ball every

game.

“We just try to do what we
can to help him out and keep
the offense moving and pro-
gressing every week.”

Burbridge also had his
career-best game against_
Indiana in 2012, making eight
catches for 134 yards. He
hauled in 29 passes for 364
and two scores in his rookie
season.

One of Burbridge’s buddies

onthe team is running back
Jeremy Langford of Wayne
and Westland John Glenn
High School.

Other area stars

Lan%ford is MSU’ leading
rusher

touchdowns on 249 attempts
(55 averagﬂ3 He averages
more than 113 yards per
game.

“We’re cool; we hang out,”
Burbridge said. “V\e like to
play video games (when they
So). Wk do the stuff friends

O_”
Every now and then, Bur-

bridge, who occasionally lined

up at tailback in high school,

ets to run the ball, too, most-

y on end-around plays.

or the second straight
season with 1,360 yards and 19

‘I mjust excited to
0 down there; |
ow it5going to e
tough. It ought to e
agood experience

AARON BURBRIDGE

Michigan State receiver

“I love doing that,” he said.
“I get to show off my versatil-
ity. I used to be a running
back when | started playing
football. It brings me back to
my glory days.’

Burbridge, who was the
No. 1-rated prep player in the
state |n_20]f has remained
close with former Harrison
teammate and Michigan wide
receiver Devin Funchess.

Funchess recently an-
nounced his intention to forgo
his last year of college ball
and entér the NFL draft next
year. )

“I talk to him almost every
day,” Burbridge said. “I sup-
port himall the way and I'm
proud of him. Hopefully, he
can make a name for himself
in the NFL )

“I’'mnot really surprised
(Funchess is leaving early)
with everything going on over
there. | support his decision
100 percent.”

Eyes NFL, also

Burbridge hopes to be
drafted in 2016 and have a
chance to play professional
ball, too.
~ “Of course,” he said. “I'm
just working toward bettering
myselfas a ,oerson and player
to get myself ready for the
next level.”

Burbridge also was an
excellent punt and kick re-
turner for the Hawks and

would like to do more of that
for the Spartans. ]

“I do play on most special
teams; I'm just not returning
right now,” he said. “Hopeful-
!¥, I can return a couple kicks.

hat’s what I’ve been asking.
It would be nice to get back
there one time.”

Burbridge plans to work
hard in the off season and do
his part to keep the Spartans
onawinning track next fall.

He doesn’t expect to be the
go-to guy necessarily because
of all the other talented re-
ceivers on the team, but he
wants to play a key role again.

“W\k just have to finish this
year strong and come back
next year and have the best
year,” he said. “We'll get to-
gether with Connor in the off
season, get the chemistry and
timing down and come into
camp ready to roll.

VE/P goal was to become a
complete receiver this year,
and | think I've done that. |
know the offense like the
back of my hand. I’'m doing
pretty well going into my
senior season.”

Bowl business

In the meantime, he and
the Spartans, who left Dec. 26
for Texas, want to keep their
bowl winning streak intact.

*“Going against an elite
team like Baylor, just like
ourselves, will be exciting,”
Burbridge said. “I’'m just
excited to go down there; I
know it’s going to be tough. It
ought to be a good experi-
ence.

“WWe've got a good game
Bla_n. If we execute, we should

e just fine. (The Bears) do

have an explosive offense but
so do we. Hopefully, our de-
fense can hold them down,
and we can come away with a
win.”


mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:ewright@hometownlife.com
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Keep track of
2015 with

animal

rescue

calendars

By Sharon Dargay
St \Witer

Strong men love dogs —
even fluffy little pups with
pretty faces. And they’re not
afraid to throw their arms
around big mutts who love to
cuddle.

The concept is captured in
photos and stories, month by
month, in the 2015 Last Da
Dog Rescue calendar. It the
fifth year the Livonia-based
animal rescue has created and
sold awall calendar as a fund-
raiser that also raises aware-
ness of its work.

“W\e wanted to show that all
these dogs are cute as can be
and they all deserve a good
home and that even strong
men love these dogs. They are
their best friends,” said Aileen
Klebba, a volunteer who de-
signed the calendar. Dee Mag-
gio photographed the adopters
and fosters with their dogs in
various locations.

Last Day Dog Rescue most-
ly saves dogs from high-kill
shelters, but has some cats for
adoption as well. Klebba said
that the nonprofit rescue saved
approximately 900 animals last
¥ear and has approximately

00 dogs in foster homes.

“The name last day is we
literally take dogs on their last
day before they are put down,”
she said. “It doesn’t matter
what breed, what color.”

_ The organization is based in
Livonia, but runs adoption
events throughout southeast-
ern Michigan and has volun-
teers as far away as Michigan’s
Thumb area and northern

i0.
_ All work on the calendar,
including printing and photog-
raphy, was donated, meaning
that all proceeds are used for
rescuing animals. Cost for the
calendar is $12 although cus-
tomers who buy five get a
sixth for free. For more in-
formation, email to lddr.calen-
dar@gmail.com.

Klebba favorite dog, Pe-
nelope, graces the cover of the
calendar. She was in akennel
for two years before Last Day
Dog Rescue found her a horre.

She came from an abusive
home, but she is the sweetest
dog you’d ever meet. \\e were
all so happy when she was
adopted.’ ) )

Shelly Houchins at Waggin’
Tails, a Northville-based ani-
mal rescue, got a chance to
meet all 12 of the dogs featured
in the organization’s 2015 cal-
endar.

The Plymouth woman pho-
tographed the canine models
that had been fostered at Wag-
gin’ Tails before they were
placed in permanent homes.

_“The attention span is short
with dogs. Sessions arent
more than a half hour or so. |
did five a day. My own foster
was the worst to photograph
because she was afraid of the
light. She is Miss July.

“But the fun part for us is
getting to see the dogs. Foster
parents come to the shoots to
see their (adopted) dogs. Dog
rescue is not easy and can be
frustrating, but to have afull
day to get to see the fruits of
your labor... we get excited.”

The Waggin’ Tail calendar
costs $20 and all proceeds
enable the foster-based, all-
breed dog rescue to buy food,
supplies and veterinary care
for foster dogs until they find
their permanent homes. Buy
the calendar at waggintails-
dogrescue.org/speciale-
vents.html or at any Waggin’
Tails event. .

Here’s a sampling of other
2015 animal rescue calendars:

Michigan Humane Society:
You might just spot a friend or
family’s pet in this 13-month
calendar that features more
than 300 pets of Michigan Hu-
mane Society supporters. The
calendars cost $15, plus tax,
and include references to holi-
days, Michigan Humane Soci-
ety events and pet health and
safety tips.\Vader, a horse in
the Detroit Police Mounted
Division, graces the, calendar
cover. Buy calendars at shop-
michiganhumane.org or by
calling 800-866-9189 weekdays.
Or visit a Michigan Humane
Society adoption center at 900
N. Newburgh, Westland; 7401
Chrysler Drive, Detroit; or
3H S W Auburn, Rochester

ills.

Detroit Bully Corps: The
“Pretties for Pitties” calendar
costs $15.60 and features mod-
els with bully breed dogs. Pro-
ceeds enable the organization
to re-home and rehabilitate
dogs, as well as educate the
public about bully breeds. Visit
dbcdogs.org.

Humane Society of Huron
Valley: “Friends Forever,”a
12-month wall calendar, show-
ing animals adopted through
the year, also includes animal
hohdga(y reminders —such as
Hug Your Cat Day —and in-
formation about the shelter’s
programs and services. The
calendar costs $20.95 and is
available onlineat
shoP. hsh\_/.or%/. Or visit the
shelter gift shop, 3100 Cher
Hill Road, Ann Arbor; 734-662-
5585.

Buster Foundation: The
Belleville-based organization
rescues and re-homes pit bulls
and bully breed mixes. Its 2015
calendar is $18 and features pit
bulls from the foundation. Visit
busterdogsstore.com.

Leader Dogs for the Blind:
The 2015 wall calendar in-
cludes photos submitted by
puppy raisers, clients, employ-
ees and more. Cost is $18, in-
cluding shipping and handling.
Visit leaderdog.org/calendars.

Detroit Dog Rescue: The
2015 wall calendar shows De-
troit Dog Rescue volunteers
and dogs in action. Cost is $18.
Visit detroitdogrescue.com.
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Shelly Houchins of Plymouth is a Waggin' Tails Dog Rescue member. She photographed dogs adopted through the

organization for its 2015 calendar.

alyBreeds A

first

=~ thaegfin

Keep track of your schedule with Livonia-based Last Day Dog Rescue's wall calendar. Each month shows a different
man with with his four-legged best friend.

Detroit Bully Corps features models and pit bulls inside its 2015 calendar.

Grandparents make babies laugh,

B eingamom is one of the
most rewarding, if not
the most rewarding thing

| have ever experienced be-

fore. 1 am so much in love,
more so than | ever imagined |
could be. It’s amazing how
quickly your life can change
when your newborn is wel-
comed into the world. One
thing that hasnt changed, how-
ever, is me reaching out to my
own parents for much-needed
advice.

I talk to my parents often.
Some might say | talk to them
too often. But I'don't feel it is
too much at all. Any time |
have a question about life,
about ralsmg m(i/ daughter,
about household repairs or
proper etiquette, | ask my
parents. They always have the
answers | am looking for, and
the majority of the time | like
the advice they give me. But
now that I am a parent myself,

I wonder if my daughter will
take after me, and want to call
her mother for all the answers.
How in the world will | ever be
prepared enough to have all of
the world’ answers like my
parents do for me?

I hope that the answers
come naturally, and that I have
all the right ones before my
daughter starts asking the
tough questions. I also pray
that I will become as much of
an educator and positive role
model that my folks have been
to me. Parenting is not easy,
and there is no manual that
lays out all the rules. And no-
body has all the answers. Yet
somehow, my parents know the

answers | need to hear, some-
times even before | knowthe
question I amasking.

Baby whisperers

It would be great if my par-
ents could write down every
parenting guestion they think |
might ask them at some point;

ut it all into a reference book

or easy access for the days
when they are on vacation or
working or just taking anap. |
want to have all of their advice
at the tip of my fingers at any
given moment. Somehow, they
raised three daughters them-
selves without any prior educa-
tion on the subject, and we all
turned out pretty decent.

My folks have become the
“baby whispering gigandpar-
ents.” They can pick up any
crying baby, and immediately
soothe them. They know how
to get the babies to laugh, to
smile, and to burp. Not every

smile, burp,

parent has these talents like
Vn\;%/ folks do, and | hope that

en my daughter has chil-
dren she will think that | have
good advice, too.

Incredible parents

I am sure that over time the
answers will come and that |
will become a better mother
and have the ability to easily
calm down any baby. But |
don’t know if this trait will
come gradually over time or if
I will wake up one day and be
full of knowledge. Maybe it’s
not something you learn until
you become a grandparent,
and if that is the case then |
have many years ahead of me
before | will have all the an-
swers. For now, though, I feel
so blessed to have such in-
credible parents available to
me whenever | need them. My
folks are there to help teach
me the ropes of parenthood

with ease

and to baby sit and shower my
little girl with love, They have
been teaching me for over
three decades about love, and
now as grandparents they are
teaching my daughter the
same lessons they had instilled
inme. i

I may make mistakes dur-
ing this road of motherhood,
and certainly I will not be per-
fect. But I will love my daugh-
ter like my parents have loved
me, and hopefully that will be
enough. One day’l hope to have
the answers for my daughter
like my parents always have
for me. And maybe, just may-
be, 1too can be called a baby
whisperer.

Sarah Davies lives in Livonia and
writes about the ups and downs of
being a new, single mom. Contact her
at sarahmariedavies@gmail.com.
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Glass half full: Optimistic outlook can
help others to overcome distress

T  his December 2014
holiday installation
of myour Mental

Health column is sent to

all of our observer &

Eccentric family and to

like-minded readers to

whom you choose to
share it with. My wish, to
us all, during this special
season is the gift of hope.
“Hope springs eter-
nal,” said one philoso-
pher. Another said, “The
reatest virtues are faith,
ope and love.” Yet an-
other said, “Hope de-
pends on faith and the
outcome of both is love.”
While hope is asmall
word, it is a big antidote
for despair. The impor-
tance of hope in recovery
from despair is no more
or no less important,
regardless of the source

i Len
. jsam T

of the suffering. Itis
essential to recovery.
Despair is the submis-
sion toloss. Itis giving
up. Itis concluding there
iS no way out. It is de-
spondency and accom-
plishes nothing. It is
suicide of the soul.

Offering hope

Hope, on the other
hand, requires faith in
optimism and in one’s
self. Hope usually re-
quires interaction with
another person. Despair-
ing people cannot usually
discover hope on their

How to reach s: . .

1-800-579-7365 « fax 313-496-4968 « wiwnvmickathnotioss.com
lines: Hiday, 4:00 pm for rs « Tuesday, 4:00 pm for Thurscy rs
T o Bt b SHcy, Pove P Fape
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ABRAMOVICH,
HILMA

Age 94 December 20, 2014.
Beloved wife of the late Joseph.
Dear mother of James and
Robert (Jessica). Grandmother of
Jennifer (Carl) Haslett. Sister of
the late Bernice Peterson. Aunt
of Charlene, Karen, Ronald &
William. Visitation Tuesday,
December 30, 2014 10a.m. until
Ip.m. Funeral service at the John
N. Santeiu & Son Funeral Home,

1139  Inkster Rd., Garden
City(between Ford Rd. and
Cherry Hill). Family suggests

memorials to St. Matthew
Lutheran Church, 5885 Venoy
Rd., Westland, MI 48185.
www.santeiufuneralhome.com

Santelu Funeral Home

BRECKELS,
MARK WILLIAM
Formerly  from  Birmingham,
died November 13, 2014. Bom
in Detroit March 14, 1956. He is
survived by his mother Frances,
siblings Mike, Jon (Charlene),
Ann Marie (Ron), Chris (Elena),
and Suzy (Marty). He loved
Heinz Ketchup, Miracle Whip

and baseball.

BREWER,
DEBORAH LOU
December 19, 2014 Age 65. Be-
loved mother of Jonas (Shannon)
and Wyatt. Loving grandmother
of Gunnar and Riley Wallgren
and Waylon and Eamon Brewer.
Dear sister of Sandra Perry (Lou)
and Roberta Stewart. Aunt of
Gunnar and Gannan Dudlar.
Daughter of the late Bob and

Betty Hickson. Family will

receive friends at A.J. Desmond
& Sons (Vasu, Rodgers &
Connell Chapel), 32515 Wood-
ward (btwn 13-14 Mile), 248-
549-0500, Saturday, January
10th at 1:00p.m. until memorial
service 2p.m. Memorial tributes
to Wounded Warrior Project or
Pets For Vets. AJ. Desmond &
Sons 248-549-0500. View obitu-
ary and share memories at www.
DesmondFuneralHome.com

k)Diamond Somrsl

"M ay trie
memory ofyaw
loved one...

...oring you peace.

HACKETT, JEANNE P.
December 13, 2014. Age 95.
Beloved wife of the late Robert
V. Hackett. Loving mother of
Hilary Small and Amy Palmer
(David). Beloved grandmother of
Garrett Small (Tara), Stephanie
Young (Erron), Jeffrey Small
(Amber), Drew Palmer (Sarah),
and Amanda Palmer. Great-
grandmother of Hudson, Turner,
Beckham, Aiden, and
Mackenzie. Jeanne was bom and
raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. She
graduated from Hillsdale School
for girls in Cincinnati and went
on to study Art at both the
Cincinnati  Art Academy and
Chicago’s Ray Vogue School of
Design. After her marriage, she
moved to Birmingham and
became  involved in  the

community, working for 26
years as a volunteer in the
Emergency Department of

Beaumont Hospital. She was a
great supporter of The Commun-
ity House and the Birmingham-
Bloomfield Art Center, as well
as amember of The Village Club
for 54 years. Her interest turned
to creating jewelry and she
enjoyed what she always said
was a modest success. Memorial
Service Saturday, January 17, at
Christ Church Cranbrook (Lone

Pine, West of Woodward),
Bloomfield Hills. In lieu of
flowers, family suggests

memorial tributes to The Village
Club Foundation, 190 E. Long
Lake Rd., Bloomfield Hills, Ml
48304, or Birmingham-
Bloomfield Art Center, 1516 S.
Cranbrook  Rd.,  Bloomfield
Hills, MI 48301, or The
Community House, 380 Bates
St., Birmingham, Mi 48009. AJ.
Desmond & Sons, (248) 549-
0500. View obituary and share
memories at www.DcsmondFun
eralHome.com.

|ai Diamond Sonsl

HURT,
LEON STANLEY

Age 91, December 25, 2014. Be-
loved husband of the late Cora
Ann and Rose Marie. Loving fa-
ther of Felix, Theresa “Teri”
Friedman, Raymond and David.
Dear grandfather of Amanda,
Raymond Jr., Jason, Jonathan,
Kaysee and Sarah. Great-
grandfather of Leo. Funeral
Service at the R.G. & G.R. Har-
ris Funeral Home, 15451 Farm-
ington Rd., Livonia, Tuesday at
11 a.m. Visitation Monday from
1- 8 p.m. with a Rosary Service
at 7 p.m. Memorial contributions
may be directed to the American
Society for Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. Please share a mem-
ory at www.rggrharris.com.

KERT, HARRY
Died December 23, 2014, age
81. Beloved husband of Corrine.
Dear father of Caroline Kert of
Boulder, Colorado, Kevin
(Donna) Kert of Hartland, Mich-
igan, and Brian (Rebecca) Kert
of Livonia, MI. Grandfather of
Dylan, Donna Lee, Owain,
Mackenzie, Reagan. Brother of
Friedell Wolson and Glorine
Katanick. Visitation Tuesday,
December 30 9:30 until time of
services at 11 a.m. at St. Matthe-
w’s United Methodist Church,
30900 W. Six Mile Road, Livo-
nia. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Harry’s memory
to the organization of your
choice. Share a memory:
mannsfuneralhome.com

own. Thgg need another
Per_son, le to enter
heir world of despair,
and offer them a deal.
The deal, psycholog-
ically, is a “working alli-
ance.” This is a technical
term usually reserved
for the positive relation-
ship developed between a
psychotherapist and a

atient. But it can occur

etween any two people
wherein one has hope to
offer to the other ina
realistic manner. This
“working alliance”
amounts to two or more
people agreeing to be
optimistic in their com-
bined efforts to deal
with, overcome or toler-
ate major personal dis-
tress.

Some people are

trained, professional

View Online
www.hometownlife.com

LANPHEAR,
BETTY JO

It is with great sadness that we
must announce the passing of
our dear sweet mother and
grandmother. On the evening of
December 21st. Betty lost her
battle with cancer, while sur-
rounded by her loving family.
Bom in Sparks, Oklahoma, on
September  14th, 1935, she
moved to Plymouth, Michigan,
with her mother and father in
1937. She resided in Plymouth
until 1979, when she purchased
her home in Northville, MI,
where she spent 30 years
celebrating Christmas, birthdays,
Thanksgiving and family parties.
She is survived by her sister,
Jayna Eckler; her children,
Duane (Kathy) Lanphear, Mary
Ellen (Jimmy) Hover, Diane
(Glenn) Keen, and Suzie (Chris)
Dominique; and grandchildren,
John Jnd Kristine Lanphear,
Jamie Hover, Haden, Haley and
Victoria Keen, Nathan, Austin
and Logan Dominique. Preced-
ed by her father, Leo Wilson
Arnold; mother, Ellen Lenora
Moody; brother, Jimmy Arnold;
and former husband and dear
friend, Neal Lanphear. A
memorial celebration will be
held at First Presbyterian Church
of Plymouth on December 30,
2014, at 11:00 a.m.

OLSEN,
SHIRLEY IRENE

Age 79 of Monroe, formerly of
Garden City, passed away unex-
pectedly Saturday, December 13,
2014 in her home. The family
will receive friends on Saturday,
January 3, 2015, 12 noon until a
memorial  service celebrating
Shirley’s Life at 2 p.m. from
Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 2275 S. Custer Rd. Rev.
Katherine Koloflziejczyk, pastor
of the Church will officiate.
Those wishing to make a memo-
rial contribution in Shirley’s
honor are asked to consider the
Humane Society of Monroe
County. For more information,
to send a floral arrangement or
leave an online condolence,
please visit www.allore.com

SPEHAR, MARIE C.
(UCHA)

Age 84 of Livonia passed away
surrounded by her children on
December 23rd. Cherished wife
of the late Russell J. Spehar and
Mother of Diane (Dr. Ross
Powell) Spehar, Gregory Spehar,
Jeffrey (Danielle) Spehar, Julie
(Earl) Freda, Arthur (Karen)
Nowosatko. Proud Grandmother
of 12 grandchildren and 6 great
grandchildren. Memorial Gather-
ing at Fred Wood Funeral Home
on December 29 from 5-8pm.
Funeral Mass held at St. Co-
lette’s Church on December 30 at
10:30 am. Donations may be
made to Angela Hospice Care
Center where Marie was a
volunteer.

STEWART, MARY L
"MARY LOU"

Of Dexter, Michigan, age 77,
died Tuesday, December 23,
2014. Mass of Christian Burial at
11 am. on Saturday, January 24,
2015, at St. Joseph Village
Church, 3430 Dover, Dexter.
Visitation at Staffan-Mitchell
Funeral Home, Chelsea, on Fri-
day., January 23, from 6-8 p.m.
with Scripture service at 7:30
p.m., and at church on Sunday
from 10-11 a.m. Obituary at
www.mitchellfuneral.com

“therapists” who can
offer hope. Some are
ordinary people with an
extraordinary life expe-
rience or natural endow-
ment of resilience, so as
to be able to offer hope to
others. Hope motivates
one to act with the belief
there will be a positive
outcome from the ingre-
dients of optimism, hard
work, and perseverance.

Hope requires action

_Hope differs froma
wish. Wishing is an at-
tempt at a solutionto a
life problem in a passive
manner. It can be done in
solitude and the wish
does not always come
true. Hope, on the other
hand, is an active event
and implies a willingness
to work toward a solution
or an ability to tolerate
seemingly Insurmount-
able problems, also
known as suffering.

S0, | encourage hope.

If you are struggling
with trauma or despair,
try to find another per-
son, group, cause, or
organization with which
to establish an empathet-
ic relationship. Hope is
contagious and we can

ive itand get it to and

rom others.

Len McCulloch is a Diplomate
ofthe American Psychotherapy
Association. He is credentialed
in trauma, mental health, brain
injury, addictions, and social
work. He isapsychotherapist
of30years, and has more than
200 publications archived at
www.farmlib.org Visit his
website at
www.therapychoirs.org to
learn more about The Therapy
Choirs of Michigan: A Tour of
Hope created by McCulloch
and Sherry Cantrell, vice
president of operations.
McCulloch can be reached for
consultation at 248-474-2763,
Bxt. 22.

Cope with
holiday blues
by spending

time with

others

The holiday season is
a festive time to cele-
brate, enjoy family and
be thankiul. But some
individuals feel de-
pressed, lonely and
stressed duri ng the sea-
son. )

The Detroit\Mayne
County Mental Health
Authority offers a 24-
hour crisis and referral
line at 800-241-4949.
Wayne County residents
can speak with someone
to help them cope now
and throughout the year.

The authority also
offers these tips to help
banish the holiday blues:

» Don't isolate’your-
self - attend a party

» Call a friend

» Go to a movie

» Goto a church,
synagogue or mosgue

~ » Volunteer your
time, serve ina'soup
kitchen ]

_Individuals may find
this time of year partic-
ularly difficult because
holidays generally are
associated with atime to
share with families. Feel-
ings of loneliness and
depression are common.

Family and friends
should be aware of loved
ones who have a history
of depression and other
mental illnesses over the
holidays. Don't allow
them to isolate them-
selves. Reach out to help
as needed or call a pro-
fessional to intervene.

Ifyoure feeling
stressed during the holi-
days, take time to exer-
cise, read a book or do
something that relaxes

ou. The key during the
olidays is to remind
yourself that pleasing
everyone is unrealistic.
e time now, more
than ever, to do some-
thing for yourself.

For more about the
Detroit Wayne Mental
Health Authority, visit
www.dwmha.com.

hometownlife.com

BIRTH

Nash Nixon Hewlett

NASH NIXON HEWLETT

Nash Nixon Hewlett
was born Nov. 10,2014,
at St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital, Ann Artor.

ash joins his par-
ents, Brooke and Bobby
Hewlett, and big broth-
ers, Cruz, 4 zi, and Eas-
ton, 2z, in South Lyon.

Great-great-grand-
mother is Deana Abe of
Livonia. Great-grand-

SUBMITTED

arents are Patricia

utz of South Lyon,
Bob and Lin Krutz of
Leesburg, Fla., Barbara
and John Kapnas of
Lake Station, Ind., and
Kathy and Robert Hew-
lett of Orchard Lake.

Grandparents are
Michele and Crai
Lundquist of Soutl
Lyon and Mary and
Robert Hewlett Jr. of
New Hudson.

SUBMITTED

Plymouth resident Mary Ann Foss (left) and Carole
Porambo of Canton collect new children's hats, mittens and
scarves at the Giving Hope, Women's Giving Circle event.

Winaris Qu

g drde

acs SAvation Any,
Gooddlons

Giving Hope, Wom-
en’s Giving Circle re-
cently donated four
bags of winter wear
accessories to the Sal-
vation Army in Ply-
mouth to distribute to
area children.

Approximately 40
women from the Ply-
mouth-Canton area
donated the clothin
earlier this month at a
fundraising social at the
Dixboro General Store
in Ann Arbor. Amone-
tary donation also was
collected for the Good-
fellows.

Giving Hope, Wom-
en’s Giving Circle is a
fund of the Canton
Communggl Foundation
that provides grants to
address the needs of
women and children in
the greater Canton and
Plymouth areas.
proximately 80 women
comprise the Giving
Circle, which aspires to
make a positive com-
munity impact through
philanthropy.

Visit http:/Amwv.can-
tonfoundation.org/giv-
ing-hope/.

GARDEN & NATURE
CALENDAR

Send material for the
Garden &Nature Calen-
dar to Sharon Dargay,
features editor, sdar-
?ay@hometown-
ife.com.

Livonia Garden
Club
Lisa Steinkopf, a
certified indoor land-
scape technician and
nurseryman and a
member of the Garden
Writer’s Association,
will give a PowerPoint
resentation on succu-

ents, 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 6, at the Civic Park
Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road, Livo-
nia. Succulents are low
maintenance and come
in all shapes and colors.
Plants will be available
for purchase. Visitors
are welcome, livonia-
gardenclub.org

Kensington
Metropark

» Help count .birds
with experienced lead-
ers who will lead teams
to various parts of the
park, 8 am. Saturday,
Jan. 3.. Meet at the
nature center at the

ark, 2240 W Buno,
ilford. Bring binocu-
lars and dress for the
weather. Register at
810-227-8917. The event
is free, but park admis-
sion is $7. )

» Take a hay ride or
sleigh ride noon to 4
%m. Sunday-Thursday,

ec. 28-Jan. 1,2015, at
the Farm Center. Cost is
$5 for adults, $3 for
seniors and children,
3-12, free for children, 2
and younger; 248-684-
8632.
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Stop smoking with classes,
online support, tips

By Sharon Dargay
SafWiter

Need some encouragement
to stop smoking in 20157 The
American Lung Association
offers five tipsto quit tobacco
use in the new year: ]

» It nevertoo late to quit.
Although it’s best to quit_
smoking as early as possible,
stopping it at any age will
enhance the length and qual-
ity of your life. ]

» Learn from past experi-
ences. Most smokers have
tried to quit before and some-
times people get discouraged
thinking about previous at-
tempts. Instead, treat those
experiences as steps on the
road to future success. Think
about what helped you during
those tries and what you’ll do
differently in your next at-
tempt.

» You don't have to quit
alone. Telling friends and
family that you’re trying to
quit and enlisting their sup-
port will help ease the proc-
ess.

» Consider medication. The
seven FDA-approved medica-
tions, including nicotine
patches and gum, help smok-
ers quit. ]

» Every smoker can quit.
Each person needs to find the
right combination of tech-
niques and above all, they
need to keep trying.

. Ifencouragement alone
isn’t enough to help you keep
your New Year’s resolution,
consider taking a stop-smok-
ing class.

Local class

Arthur Weaver, M.D,, of
Northville is the grandfather
of stop-smoking classes in
Metro Detroit. He began of-
fering free annual sessions in

“At one time my program
was the only one in town. Now
there are a lot of different
thln%s, including the nicotine
patches,”” he said. “And | think

alot of other people have
taken up the effort to try to
help people quit. We’re no
longer the only program ... but
we're the best.’ )

Weaver, 91, takes an in-
tensive approach, requiring
?_artlupants to attend class

ive consecutive days. His
upcoming series, Monday-
Friday, Jan. 12-16, starts with
an introduction at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 8, at Livonia
Civic Center Library, 32777
Five Mile at Farmington
Road. Classes also will meet
at the library.

Participants are expected
to stop smoking immediately,
rather than gradually reduce
dependence on nicotine.

“W\e know that when people
try to guit smoking they are
most likely to go back in the
first week,” Weaver said. “It’s
their most severe withdrawal
days and we are there every
night to support them. W\e get
alot of people coming each
evening and if they are seri-
ous, they appreciate it.”

~ “But it also takes some
time to explain what they
need to know to get off and

stay off. It takes a lifestyle
change if you really want to
quit. We want them to fully
understand what they are
going through, how to handle
ﬁrob ems as they arise and

ow to avoid danger spots.”
Situations that might tempt a
former smoker to resume the
habit include stress-related
activities and alcohol con-
sumption.

Quitting for good

Weaver said most smokers
come to his program after
quitting and then resuming
tobacco use.

“We did a study one time
onthose Pfeogle who were able
to stay off a full year and we
found that on averasgoe, they
had quit 3.8 times. S0, a lot of
people do have to learn from
past failures.”

Weaver doesn't discourage
participants from using tobac-
co cessation medications in
conjunction with his program,
although he said he believes
most individuals can quit
without them.

“I’'ve been successful with
patients who smoked as much
as four packs a day. Now is
the time to quit.” Weaver said
he’s not sure for how long,
hell offer the annual sessions.

For more information
about Weaver’s program, call
Livonia’s Department of Com-
rznsljgity Resources at 734-466-

_ The American Lung Asso-
ciation also offers a helpline
at 800-LUNGUSA, an online
Freedom From Smoking class
at www.lung.org, and local
courses that meet weekly.

Anew class begins Jan. 13,
2015 at Henr)( Ford Opti-
mEyes, Westland Super Vi-
sion Center, 35184 Central
City Parkway, Westland. The
class runs 5-7 p.m. and meets
Tuesday through Feb. 24.
Register at 888-427-7587 or
¥ISIt henryford.com/tobacco-

ree.
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ACA learning session

Botsford Hospital presents
alearning session on the Af-
fordable Care Act, 5-6:30 ﬂ m.
Wednesday, Jan. 7, at the hospi-
tal, 28050 Grand River Ave.,
Farmington Hills. The ACA
marketplace open enrollment
period closes Feb. 15,2015. The
session, which is free, will help
P_eople learn about their op-
1'8393? under the ACA; 248-442-

Blood drive

The American Red Cross
will sponsor a blood drive, 8
am. to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
15, at the Costick Center, 28600
W 11 Mile, Farmington Hills.
Make an appointment by call-
ing 248-473-1800 or register at
www.redcrossblood.org.

Breastfeeding class

Botsford Hospital’s breast-
feeding clinic helps new moms
who need assistance nursing
their babies, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 12,28050 Grand
River Ave., Farmington Hills.
Cost is $35. Register by calling
548-888-2500 or visit botsfor-

.org.

Hearing Loss

Mike Robinette, Au.D.,
CCC-A talks about the latest
hearing aid features, 6:30-8:30
p.m. nesday, Jan. 14, at
Garden City Hospital, 6245
Inkster, Garden City. For more
information, contact Tony at
734-664-3297; aferack@com-
cast.net.

Joint class
Oakwood Healthcare ortho-

PedIC specialists will talk about

he sources of shoulder, hip
and knee pain, along with
treatment options, 6-7:30 p.m.
Jan. 13 at the Oakwood Phys-
ical Therapr &Wellness Cen-
ter, 17101 Rotunda Drive in
Dearborn. R%%ster for the
free class at Gakwood.org or
call 800-543-9355.

Nutrition class

Busch’s chef Rebecca Waul-
dron and a Botsford Hospital
dietitian will demonstrate the
differences in tastes and bene-
fits of whole grains as well as

winter greens and vegetables.
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 8, at
Busch’s Fresh Foods Market,
37083 Six Mile, Livonia. Cost:
$10 and includes a $5 coupon,
giveaways, recipes, samples,
and more. Registration re-
uired. Class is limited to 30.
egister at the Guest Services
G()\ZloOL(J)nter at the store; 734-779-

Open house

See the University of Michi-
gan Livonia Health Center’s
newly renovated offices and
meet its physicians and staff,
12:30-2:30 p.m. Jan. 10, on Far-
mington Road just south of
Eight Mile. The practice offers
Prlmary care for the entire
amily, including prenatal and
OB-GYN services, newborn,
pediatric, adult and geriatric
care, sports medicine and
more. Adrawing will be held
for two tickets to the Michigan
vs. Michigan State basketball

ame on Feb. 17,2015, in Ann

bor. For more information
visit www.uofmhealth.org/
livoniahealthcenter or call
248-473-4300.

Ongoing

Anorexics and Bulimics
Anonymous

Twelve-step program and
weekly group to help those
suffering with eating disorders
such as anorexia, bulimia,
bingeing and purging, and
exercise compulsion is held 7-8
p.m. Thesday, at the Friendship
Circle, 6892 W Maple, West
Bloomfield. An AB-ANON
meeting group is available for
families and loved ones, 7-8

.m. Wednesday, also at the
riendship Circle. For more
information, contact Mindy at

248-672-9776.

Aquatic classes

The YMCA of Metropolitan
Detroit and the Arthritis Foun-
dation have partnered to offer
aquatic classes to ease arthri-
tis. Classes are 11a.m. to noon
Tuesday and Thursday at the
Farmington branch and 1-1:45
p.m. Monday and Wednesday
at the Livonia branch. Visit
www.ymcadetroit.org.
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By Michael Kingston
Unless you’ve suddenly
morphed into Henry Cavill’s
Superman and can confidently
reply “only Kryptonite “What
are your weaknesses?”” is the
one interview question you can’t
avoid. While there is no one-si”e-
fits-all response, the following
tips will help you prepare for the
inevitable question.

1. Be honest with yourself:

We all have weaknesses. We
all make mistakes. You need to
be as clear on your weaknesses
as you are on your strengths. If
you’re unsure, take an online
personality profile test or ask col-
leagues who you trust to give you
a candid opinion of what they
perceive your weaknesses to be
(and strengths).

2. Put a positive spin on it:
Always highlight examples
of where you’ve turned your
weakness into a strength, but
don’t mention a weakness you’re
still working on. Any you reveal
to the hiring manager must be
those you’ve resolved, especially
if they are in any way related to
the vacancy for which you’ve
applied.

3. Watch your language:

Words such as “frustrated” and
‘impatient” will reflect negatively
on you, for example, “I get frus-
trated when analyzing financial
information.” Respond with,
“l don’t always find financial
analysis an easy part of this job,
but | have attended additional
training courses and spent time
with our financial manager to
gain a thorough understanding
of what’s needed. He was so
pleased with my progress that last
month he asked me to prepare
a financial report for his depart-
ment.” This demonstrates a depth
of self-awareness and an ability
to respond to your personal weak-

inside ...
Homes ¢ Wheels ¢ Pets  Services

Classified Advertising: 1&1) 59-735

J O B S

What are your M

W eaknesses?

10 tips to deal with the
INEVITABLE QUESTION

4. Don’t rehearse the

response:

It’s impossible to role play an
exact response to this question
as it will be influenced by the
way the interview is progress-
ing. Mentally prepare a general
answer but nothing more. Most
hiring managers prefer a natural

5. Some weaknesses won'’t

be relevant:

If you struggle with admin
but you’ve applied for a sales
position, that won’t generally be
an issue. Good sales people are
notoriously bad when it comes
to admin. You are demonstrating
that your job search is focused

strengths. Apply a positive ap-
proach, for example, “l’'m quite
weak when it comes to admin so
| have developed my own check-
list in every job that | "ve been in
and monitored it throughout the
project’s life cycle.” In that way,
you demonstrate your awareness
of your weakness and how you

reply, not a clearly rehearsed one.  on roles that will play to your manage it.
Multi-Media Sales Representative Hpveteo-Gred Hpveted- Gad
ANHTORY

The Observer & Eccentric, part of michigan.com, a Gannett Company, MANAGEMENT
is seeking a Multi-Media Sales Representative for our Milford/Highland/ JLEADER
White territory, and Westland-Wayne/Garden City territory who will IVERS POSITIONS
be responsible for developing relationships and consulting with clients %ﬂ@m AVAILABLE
while providing an opportunity to contribute to the long-term success

of a high growth and progressive company. Our ideal candidate will be
an innovative, result driven, high energy, creative sales representative
with the ability to think strategically and to assist clients by developing
strategic, multi-media advertising campaigns.

Must be able to manage multiple priorities, requests, programs and be
dedicated to exceptional customer service. Develop new business and
grow market share by using a variety of customer centric sales programs
and audience solutions. Make solid marketing presentations that sell the
value, provide customer centric audience solutions and close the sale.

Ifyou are seeking a position that will allow you to be a strategic seller
working with a multi-platform, market leading team in a culture that
thrives on creating and executing big ideas that provide solutions to
benefit the prosperity of customers, then we encourage you to apply
today to join our team!

(PATD&R
. _:_:_Qn:ﬁl

.s- l'{'ll".
21 VA
)

Requirements:

* Badhelor's Degree in marketing, advertising or equivalent combination of
education and experience.

« 3+ years of related experience is required

* Astrong understanding of digital media platformrs to include search engine
marketing, social media, online display, mobile &other digital solutions.

* Documented record of success ina goal-oriented, highly accountable
ervironment.

* Adility to conduct a needs assessment, identify marketing and advertising
solutions for clients, develop proposals and experience indelivering sales
presentations.

» Tednical proficiency in Microsoft Office especially PowerPoint and Excel.

* Bxperience with CRMitechnology, Salesforce.com preferred

This opportunity offers competitive compensation and benefits
package including 401 (K, health, dental, three weeks paid vacation,
I and more. Ifyou meet the above criteria, we encourage you to apply
for this position at: http://bit.ly/1lvmiEhu. EOCE
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6. Stick with work-related

weaknesses:

Your inability to resist munch-
ing your way through copious
amounts of popcorn every time
you go to the movies isn’t really
relevant.

7. Dont use cliched
responses:

“l work too hard” or ““I ’'m
a perfectionist™ are typical
responses to this question uttered
by many candidates. They don’t
ring true and sound rehearsed.
Don’t be tempted to use them.

8. Make it specific:

By citing “lack of organi-
zational skills” as a weakness,
your response is too vague. Give
specific examples, such as those
mentioned above. Why are your
organizational skills poor? How
have you taken steps to resolve
those issues?

9. Avoid jobs that work on
your weaknesses:
Continually being called to

work in an area of weakness is
demoralizing for employees and
one of the top reasons that people
change jobs. If you know you
lack the confidence or ability to
make a formal presentation to

a room full of potential clients,
don’t apply for jobs that rely on
those skills.

10. Above all, be authentic:

Having a weakness doesn’t
make you inadequate, it makes
you human. Even Superman had
a weakness, remember?

Michael Kingston is a top in-
dustry hiring manager with over
18 years’ experience and author
of the internationally best-selling
Pass The Job Interview guide.

gqzRnartsam
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F Q= All advertising published
q; inthis Newspaper is

subject to the conditions
BXKOC

stated in the applicable
734-453-2500

rate card. (Copies are
available fromthe
advertising department:
Observer &Eccentric
s Media
615 W Lafayette Blvd.,

S3D Detroit, M 48226
- 866-887-2737.
BIKOLT We reserve the right not

to accept an
advertiser’s order.
Our sales representatives
have no authority to bind
this newspaper &
only publication of
an advertisement shall
constitute final
acceptance of the
advertiser’s order.
Advertisers are
responsible for reading
their ad(s) the first time it
appears &reporting any
errors immediately. The
Newspaper will not issue
credit for errors in ads
after the FIRST
INCORRECT INSERTION.
When more than one
insertion of the same
advertisement is ordered,
only the first insertion
will be credited.
Publishers Notice: All real
estate advertising inthis
newspaper is subject to
the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968 which states
that it is illegal to
advertise “any preference
limitation, or
discrimination.” This
newspaper will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are
available on an equal
housing opportunity basis.
(FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72).

734-453-2500

‘"

ﬁmr)’

734-453-2500
1800-579-SEL L Ife

Equal Housing
Opportunity Statement:
We are pledged to the
letter &spirit of U.S.
policy for the achievement
of equal housin,
opportunity, throughout
the nation. We encourage
&support an affirmative
advertising &marketing
program in which there
are no barriers.
DISCLAIMER: All classified
ads are subject to the ap-
plicable rate card, copies
of which are available from
our Advertising Dept. All
ads are subject to approval
before publication. Ob-
server &Eccentric Media
reserves the right to edit,
refuse, reject, classify or
cancel any ad at any time.
Errors must be reported in
the first day of publication.
Observer &Eccentric Me-
dia shall not be liable for
any loss or expense that
results froman error in or
omission of an advertise-
ment. No refunds for early
cancellation of order.
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Bon Jovi

or Hamm
Hold forth
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Late-show
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Nymph who
pined away
Sporty truck
Bangkok
native
Shah’s
kingdom
Crestfallen
Gentle
exercise
Sleek sled

DOWWN

Book-jacket
part
Superman’s
mom

Livy's route
Lounger
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Speaker pro —
Mouse alert
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boxer
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Check out the “Just Right Grossword Puzzles™” books
at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU

1

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

:
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:
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2
Lewd: Intermrediate

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.
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Christmas
came early
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Now through January 10!
Get a $1,000 VISA gift card with
the purchase of select AJR homes
PLUS no site rent until
February 1,2015!"*
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By Greg Mullin

Staff Writer

The 2015 Lincoln MKZ
continues to represent
the road ahead for the
Lincoln Motor Co,, said
Steve Hunsinger, sales
manager at Jack Dem-
mer Lincoln in Dearborn.

“With its design, per-
formance and technol-
ogy, the MKZ is attract-
mgi the next generation
of luxury car buyers,” he
said.

_ Those customers en-
joy a wide range of stan-
dard features, plus three
power train options:

The standard 2.0L
EcoBoost 1-4.

The available 3.7L
Ti-VCT V6 engine.

The Lincoln MKZ
Hybrid, which offers the
third-generation 2.0L
Atkinson-cycle 1-4 gas

engine.
he 2015 Lincoln MKZ
competes head-to-head in
the luxury mid-size se-
dan market with brands
like the Acura TL, Cadil-
lac CTS, Infiniti Q50 and
Lexus ES 350, while the
Lincoln MKZ Hybrid
contends with vehicles
like the Infiniti I%50 H%-
brid and Lexus ES 300n.
“There are many stan-
dard features on the
MKZ that arent offered
on many of the compet-
itive models,” Hunsinger

d.

_“One of the most in-
triguing features of the
MKZ is the push-button
transmission, which is on
the dashboard, alleviat-
ing the center console
shift and offering a more
open feel to the cabin of
the vehicle,” Hunsinger

said.

The 2015 MKZ in-
corporates the new Lin-
coln design language of
“elegant simplicity.”

terior design fea-
tures include:

The 2015 MKZ incorporates the new Lincoln design language of

Auto high beams.
Body-color exterior
door handles with
chrome insert. ]
Configurable daytime
running lamps (available
with select and reserve
equipment groups).
_ LED tail lamps and
light-pipe driving lamps.
Split-wing grille with
chrome surround.
Pedestal-mounted
heated side-view mirrors
with integrated turn
signals, blind spot mir-
rors and security ap-
proach lamps.
_ Power up/down deck
lid (available).
ectangular dual ex-
haust with bright tips.
_ Retractable panoram-
ic roof. )
Interior design fea-

ADVERTORIAL

2015 Lincoln MKZ Is ‘attracting next
generation of luxury car buyers’

ment cluster.

Ambient lighting—
customers can choose
from seven different
colors (select equipment

groulp).

Flow-through front

console with storage bin,

trinket tray and two cup

holders. ]
Genuine wood appli-

ues.
Illuminated scuff
plates.
Premium leather seat-
ing surfaces (select and
reserve equipment

roups).
. “'Iphc)a luxury and ele-
R/lant attributes of the

VIKZ have not gone unno-
ticed by today’s luxury
car buyers,” Hunsinger
said. “The MKZ has done
very well with current

"elegant simplicity."

picture of attracting the
competitive buyers and
converting them to Lin-
coln owners.”

_Infact, Lincoln pre-
dicts that 45 percent of
sales will be to past or
current Lincoln owners,
while 55 percent of sales
will come from “con-
guest” customers, Huns-
inger said. )
~Jack Demmer Lincoln
is ready to serve all cus-
tomers.

“With the integrity
and knowledge of our
rofessional sales staff,
oday has never been a
bettér time to buy from
Jack Demmer Lincoln,”
Hunsinger said. “From
the moment a client en-
ters Jack Demmer Lin-
coln, it becomes very

SAFETY FEATURES

Safety and security
features abound in the
MKZ. Among them are:
AdvanceTrac electronic
stability control.

Driver and front-pas-
senger knee airbags.
Dual-stage driver and
front-passenger airbags.
Front-seat side airbags.
Side-curtain airbags with
roll-fold technology.
Emergency trunk re-
lease.

Inflatable rear safety
belts (available as a
free-standing option
with select or reserve
equipment groups).
LATCH (Lower Anchors

hometownlife.com

FORD MOTOR CO.

and Tethers for Chil-
dren).

Personal Safety System.
Programmable MyKey.
Perimeter alarm.
Rear-door child-safety
locks.

Remote keyless entry
system.

SecuriLock passive anti-
theft system.

SOS post-crash alert
system.

SecuriCode invisible
keypad.

Tire pressure monitoring
system.

Traction control.

Adaptive LED auto tures include: Lincoln owners, but Lin-  clear what sets Jack from the competition. the Jack Demmer differ-
headlamps. 10.1-inch LCD instru-  colniis looking at the big ~ Demmer Lincoln apart “Come inand discover  ence today.”
e * BEngineer >infomration Tedndlogy
| am o Sdlled Tracks  >Physical Therapy
et B o TrukDiver *AutonTotive Tedmician
January 11, 2015
;  =Faily Outings |\EVVEVH_OYE
= Private lce Paxties
6pm =Held Trips _
- Birthcay Parties Special Expanded JOBS SECTION Sunday, January 11
’G’(lpFGB Hire your most VALUABLEemployee in 2015
=3ate Rentals
- Cornveni t Be partofthe BIGGEST JOB SECTION
HOURS: - - i
Mon.-Thurs.....'l lam -10 pm Adjacent Parking ofthe year with JOBS +.
Friday......... llam - Midnight -Open 7 Days Getyour recruitment ad in the JOBS + section in the Sunday, January 11
Saturday...... 10 am - Midnight . Observer &Eccentric Newspaper!
Sunday........ Noon - 8 pm Induding Holidaeys

Robust Job Section
Special Advertising
Packages

Heavy promotion
Local Job Content

Equals MORE ideal Candidates

N in kK
j\??gfa“ﬁw

soo Woodward Avenue
3 Blocks North of Jefferson

Located in Detroit's Meeting Place,
Across from the Compuware Building and Hard Rock Cafe.

Don't miss out on the additional content and job postings

Getyour recruitment ad in JOBS + section in
the Sunday, Observer &Eccentric January 11

To advertise contact:
Liz Keiser at 586.977.7538 lkeiser@michigan.com
or Kathleen Reilly 586.977.7668 kreilly@michigan.com

For reservations & further info,
call 313-963-9393
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800-306-9532

21531 MICHIGAN AVE.
DEARBORN

1 Mile West of Southfield Freeway

www.demmerLM.corn

SALES
Mon. & Thurs. 9 am-9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri. 9 am-6 pm
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2014 LINCOLN M KS

2 3

24mo/21,000 mile lease =$323 +ta|fj|
Per Month, $2968 Due at Delivery, Plus Tax,

Title, Plates, No Sec Dep.

$1000 Competitive Conquest incentive available
$500 RCL Renewal incentive available

2014 LINCOLN MKT

9 2

24mo/21,000 mile lease = $392" A m
Per Month, $2962 Due at Delivery, Plus Tax,

Title, Plates, No Sec Dep.

$500 RCL Renewal incentive available
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Monday-Friday
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$750 EXTRA

Q/ Demmrert ON YOUR TRADE INY
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With the purchase or
lease of a new vehicle.
1998 or hewer, less than

SERVICE 100,000 miles.
All prior sales excluded.
7 am-6 pm Offer expires 1/5/2015

Al payrrents are bessd nAlZdan dustax title, and plates. Al payrrents induce $1000Linon Onrer Loyelty. Pleese see dedlerfor ctails. Eqdration date 152015

L0-0000225832
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NEW 2015 Ford Escape SE

Buy for $19,703+
MSRP $26,145

et

$0 Down, $0 Due at
Signing, $0 First
Month's Payment

24 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$199**

hometownlife.com

NEW 2015 Ford Fusion SE

Buy for $17,769+

$0 Down, $0 Due at
Signing, $0 Frst
Month’s Payment

24 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$199 **

HOLIDAY

NEW 2014 Ford Focus SE

Buy for $15,647+
MSRP $23,540

$440 due at signing

with Zero Down 24 Month Lease

Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$179*

NEW 2015 Ford Explorer XLT

Buy for $29,456+
MSRP $37,090

$563 due at signing

with Zero Down 24 Month Lease

Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$324+*

NEW 2014 Ford Transit Connect

Buy for $22,057+
MSRP $28,485
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$522 due at signing

with Zero Down 24 Month Lease

Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$257*

NEW 2014 Ford Edge SEL

Buy for $25,771 +
MSRP $34,815

$524 due at signing

with Zero Down 36 Month Lease

Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$261*

NEW 2014 Ford Flex SEL

Buy for $26,955+
MSRP $35,370
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$673 due at signing

with Zero Down 24 Month Lease

Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisition fee and lease renewal.

$286*

NEW 2014 Ford F-150 Super Cab STX 4x4

Buy for $27,078+
MSRP $37,675
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36 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license,
includes acquisitibn fee and lease renewal.

$584 due at signing
with Zero Down

$287

BRING THIS IN FOR AN ADDITIONAL $1,000 ON YOUR TRADE*

Holidav Hours

Wed Dec 24th 9AM - 1

Thurs Dec 25th  CLOSED Showroom Hours
Fi Dec 26th 9AM-6

sat Dec 27th 9AM-3 Mon. & Thurs.
Wed Dec 3i1st 9AM-6 9AM to 9 PM
Thurs Jan 1st CLOSED .
i Jan 2nd 9AM-6 Tues., Wed. & Fri.
Sat Jan 3rd CLOSED 9AM to 6 PM

www .billbrownford.com

32222 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, mi 48150

(734) 452-1028

* All payments and prices are for qualifying A]Z Planners. For qualifying non (not new) A]Z Planners an additional $800 to $1500 down would be required to keep the payments or price the same. 10,500 miles per year. To buy for price add tax, title, doc and
destination fee. All factory rebates assigned to dealer including previous lease and may require Ford Credit financing. Not all buyers will qualify for lowest payments. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Subject to availability. Payments and prices per
program in effect at publication and are subject to change. Extra $1,000 for your trade offer ONLY valid on 2008 model year or newer vehicles— vehicle must be in driveable condition. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 01/05/15.

** All payments and prices are for qualifying A]Z Planners. Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Red Carpet Lease. Residency restrictions apply. First months payment is included in monthly lease price. Payment includes all applicable Ford Incentives including
$500 Renewal Bonus Cash on Fusion and $1,000 Renewal Bonus Cash on Escape for RCIVRCO leases who currently lease a Ford product and lease again through Ford Credit. Valid only on 24 month lease. Customer must terminate their current Red Carpet

Lease to be eligible. Must take new retail delivery from dealer stock by January 02, 2015.


http://www.billbrownford.com

