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Wayne city manager to leave Sept. 27
By LeAnne Rogers

staff Writer

Citing personal reasons, 
Wayne City Manager Robert 
English will be moving up his 
retirement date and leaving at 
the end of the month.

On Ihesday, the council 
voted to accept English’s resig­
nation effective Sept. 27. This 
comes a month after accepting 
his resignation which was to be 
effective Dec. 27.

“I will spend the next sever­
al weeks working with the

department heads to make the 
transition as smooth as pos­
sible,” English said.

G ty manager for nearly 
three years, English has 
worked for Wayne 30 years in 
various capacities, including 
assistant city manager and 
personnel director.

The council also voted to 
appoint Department of Public 
Works Director Ramzi El-Gha- 
rib as interim city manager. 
The council will be conducting 
a search for a new city man­
ager to fill the post permanent­

ly. There will be one more reg­
ularly scheduled council meet­
ing before English retires but 
council members expressed 
their appreciation for his ser­
vice after accepting his resig­
nation.

“I want to thank him for his 
time, dedication and loyalty to 
the city,” Councilman Skip 
Monit said.

“He has seen things as they 
should be seen. I was glad Bob 
was willing to move forward 
with the ideas of council mem­
bers and the mayor.”

In particular, Monit men­
tioned English’s work on the 
mergers of the Wayne and 
vvestland fire and parks and 
recreation departments. Those 
mergers, along with the com­
bined emergency dispatch 
center, were also cited by Eng­
lish in his earlier resignation 
letter as achievements of 
which he was particularly 
proud.

“I have tried mightily to 
leave the city organization and 
this wonderful community 
better for my yeais of service

in Wayne,” English wrote in his 
resignation letter.

Not making comments about 
English, Mayor A1 Haidous said 
he was reserving his remarks 
until the city manager’s last 
meeting.

“I’m not sure if I should 
congratulate your wife or send 
her my sympathy,” Haidous 
said drawing a laugh from the 
council and residents.
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TM tter: @LRogersObserver

Geek Fest 
comes to 
Westland 

library
Visitors can learn 

more about passions
By LeAnne Rogers

staff Writer

Whatever you’re geeked 
about — Star Itek , comic 
books or the Civil War — West­
land’s William P. Faust Public 
Library is inviting you to let 
your geek flag fly.

The l i b r a ’s year-long 
Geek the Library outreach 
campaign kicks off from noon 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 7, 
with Geek Fest.

“This community awju*e- 
ness campaign introduces the 
word ‘geek’ as a verb and de­
fines it as having interest or 
passion for som ething,” Refer­
ence Librarian Andy Schuck 
said. “Essentially, the cam­
paign wants us to celebrate 
what we geek — what we are 
passionate about—and it 
reminds us that the public 
library supports us.”

Those passions don’t have 
to be limited to geek stereo­
types — you don’t have to 
show up in Star Fleet uniform, 
although you can, if you wish.

Get social
Whatever people might be 

geeks about, Schuck said the 
library can help them get 
more information.

The many musical, craft 
and social activities offered 
during Geek Fest will include 
a community Open Mic from
1- 2 p.m.; the Bichini Bia Congo 
Drum and Dance group from
2- 3 p.m., and speakers from 
community organizations and 
the Westland library, cele­
brating all the things we geek.

In addition, the library will 
host a Minute to Win It table. 
Anyone who completes three 
of &e Minute to It games 
will win a chance to spin the 
Geek the Library Prize Wheel. 
Prizes include a Kindle Fire,

See GEEK FEST, Page A2

REMEMBERING DOUG

Thirty-four gold balloons were released in remembrance of Doug Beasley, would have been 34 years old this year. Gold also 
represents a person who, like Beasley, has lost a battle to leukemia, ph o to  b y  to m  b ea u d o in

Annual picnic honors
late club member

By LeAnne Rogers
staff Writer

E
ach summer, the Wayne Civ- 
itans invite neighbors to at­
tend a picnic in their name­
sake park.

This year, the picnic drew some 
additionial guests as the Civitans 
remembered Doug Beasley, a 34- 
year-old club member and long-time 
city employee who died of leukemia 
in A pril

“Usually, we have people from 
around the park attend - we put out 
fliers and a banner in the park the 
week before,” Wayne Civitans Presi­
dent Debra Farmer said. “We had 
Doug’s family and people from his 
church. Doug was well-loved.”

A tree was planted and a park 
bench placed in the park in memory 
of Beasley, a joint effort of the Civ­
itans and the Beasley family, in-
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A plaque Is displayed on the park 
bench donated from the Beasley family 
In memory of Doug Beasley. A tree also 
has been planted In his memory.
PHOTO BY TOM BEAUDOIN

eluding Doug’s parents Norman and 
Linda, brother Paul and his partner 
Eric Blaine.

Doug Beasley, who had a very 
high-functioning developmental 
disability, had worked part-time 
doing maintenance for the city since

1997. The park bench dedication and 
tree planting drew many city offi­
cials, inclu(hng Wa3me Mayor A1 
Haidous, Councilman Albert Damir 
tio, Wayne Police Chief Jason 
Wright and Wayne-Westland Parks 
and Recreation Director Nathan 
Adams.

“People who had worked with 
Doug showed up. He is very much 
missed,” said Farmer; who recalled 
Beasley’s willingness to help out 
with Civitan events even after he 
became ill.

M th their strong involvement 
with Special Olympics including 
coaching and serving as board 
members, the Civitans were a gooĉ  
fit for Beasley, himself a Specid 
Olympian. The club also provides 
support for people with physical 
disabilities.

See BEASLEY, Page J\2

Pair ordered to stand trial in Leo’s Jewelry robbery
By LeAnne Rogers

staff Writer

Despite defense arguments 
about lack of evidence and 
Constitutional rights viola­
tions, two men have been or­
dered to stand trial on mul­
tiple felony charges in a July 
17 robbery at Leo’s Jewelry 

♦ and Gifts in Wayne.
Quentin Goddard, 23, of 

Detroit and Jonathan Stalling, 
20, of Battle Creek, have both 
been charged with armed

robbery, larceny from person 
and larceny in a building in 
the July 17 incident. Goddard 
also has been charged as a 
habitual offender.

At a preliminary examina­
tion Hiesday in Wayne 29th 
District Court, Judge Laura 
Mack took a 20-minute recess 
to review the testimony and 
case law before ruling both 
men should be bound over to 
Wayne County Circuit for trial 
as charged.

Regarding Goddard, who

admitted driving several sus­
pects to the jewelry store. 
Mack said the prosecution 
case was not beyond a reason­
able doubt - the legal standard 
at trial, higher than the prob­
able cause required to be 
bound over for trial.

Similarly, Mack said the 
prosecution met the standard 
of probable cause for Stalling 
and declined to suppress his 
statements to police. Defense 
attorney Eric Goze argued 
that the statements - three

over three days - should be 
disallowed due to Stalling 
being held three days in police 
custody without being 
charged.

Earrings taken
M tnesses at the hearing 

included lYacey McGrath, a 
salesperson at Leo’s, who testi­
fied ̂ t  four males ran into 
the store coming quickly from 
around an exterior wall.

TWo of the men, wearing 
gloves, carried what looked

like a short-handled sledge 
hammer and a claw hammer, 
smashed display cases, 
McGrath said. Reported stolen 
were two pairs of Swardovsld 
crystal earrings valued at 
$100.

“I didn’t  want to get in- 
jiu-ed. I was afraid of getting . 
hit with a hammer,” ^aid 
McGrath, when asked if she 
had attempted to stop the 
robbers.

See TRIAL. Page A2
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AROUND WAYNE AND WESTLAND
Coffee hours

Wa3̂ e  County Com­
missioner Richard Le- 
Blanc, State Sen. Glenn 
Anderson and State Reps. 
Robert KosowsM and 
David Knezek will hold 
their September coffee 
hour from 9-10:30 a.m. 
Monday, Sept. 9, at Mr. 
Mike’s Grill, 6047 N. 
Wayne Road.

Knezek and LeBlanc 
will hold Garden City 
coffee hours from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 9, at the Maplewood 
Center, Community 
Room 117.

Anderson also will 
host a district coffee 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Monday, Sept. 9, at the 
Redford Community 
Center, 12121 Heming­
way, Redford.

Constituents who 
would like to address an 
issue with the Anderson 
but are unable to attend 
may contact him by mail 
at P.O. Box 30036, Lan­
sing, MI 48909, by phone 
at 866-262-7306 or by 
email at SenatorAnder- 
son@senate.michi- 
gan.gov.

Flower sale

Spring is in the air! 
With summer dwindling 
down, winter is unfortu­
nately right behind. But 
before Old Man Winter 
comes, why not take a 
moment to plan out your 
flowers for the spring 
and help the Ss. .Simon 
and Jude Catholic Parish.

Church members are 
selling flower bulbs that 
can be planted before the 
snow arrives. There are 
26 varieties to pick from 
with prices ranging from 
$8 to $25, most are 
around $10-$15. The 
church receives 50 per­
cent of the sale proceeds.'

Place an individual 
order of $40 or more and 
receive 8 T§te-h-TSte 
Daffodils for free. Or­
ders will be taken until 
Sept. 21-22 and delivery 
will be in October. A $5 
delivery fee will not be 
charged on orders placed 
at Mass. The $5 shipping 
fee does apply to online 
orders.

For more information, 
visit flowerpower fund- 
raising.com/ campaign- 
?campaign_id =16623.

Bowling fundraiser

Throw three strikes 
for the Westland Historic 
Village Park at a bowling 
fundraiser planned for 
noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 28, at Vision Lanes, 
38250 Ford, west of New­
burgh, Westland.

Tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 at the 
door. They include three 
games, free shoe rental, 
two slices of pizza and a 
12-ounce soda. There also 
will be a 50/50 raffle, 
door prizes and more.

Tickets are available' 
from 1-4 p.m. Saturdays 
at the historic village 
park on Wayne Road 
between Cherry Hill and 
Marquette. For more 
information call Ryan at 
734-756-0769.
C asino  trip

The Wayne Rotary 
Club is hosting an outing 
to Greektown Casino on 
Saturday, Sept. 28. The 
cost is $25 per person 
with each guest receiv­
ing $20 in slot play.

The bus departs the 
Wayne Activity Center, 
formerly the Senior Cen­
ter on Sims, at 3 p.m. and

departs Greektown at 9 
p.m.

Have fun and help the 
Rotary raise money for 
their local service pro­
jects. For more informa­
tion, call TWsh Hampton 
at 734-890-6934,

Free concert
Brother Joe Hicks will 

perform songs he has 
written from experiences 
with his service with 
Outcry Youth and Street 
Ministry at a free “Blan­
kets and Boots” concert, 
food and fimdraiser at 5 
p.m. Satm-day, Sept. 14, at 
Prayer Baptist Church, 
855 S. Edwin, Westland.

Non-perishable food, 
toiletriesj gently used 
clothing, shoes, blankets 
and money can be donat­
ed. For more informa­
tion, contact Brother 
Hicks at kylejoeandlisah- 
icks;Outcryminis- 
trieicom/contact.html.

Recycling event
Wayne County’s Land 

Resource Management 
Division is holdhig and 
Electronic Waste and 
Used Clothing/Shoes 
collection from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Saturday Sept. 7, at

the Compuware Arena 
parking lot, 14900 Beck 
Road, Plymouth Town­
ship.

There is no residency 
requirement, and the 
event is open to the gen­
eral public. Examples of 
acceptable items include 
computers, laptops, key­
boards, mice, CRT and 
LCD monitors, TVs, 
VCRs, CD players, DVD 
players, printers, fax 
machines, stereos, speak­
ers, cell phones, tele­
phones, microwave ov­
ens, Christmas lights, 
game consoles, hand-held 
electronic devices, com­
puter parts and miscella­
neous cables.

New to the electronic 
waste collection event is 
the acceptance of used 
clothing and shoes for 
donation to the Society of 
St. Vincent de Pual. 
Men’s, women’s and chil­
dren’s clothing and all 
types of shoes and boots 
1̂  be accepted.

For more information, 
call 734-326-3936. More 
information also is avail­
able on Land Resources 
Management link of the 
Wayne County website at 
waynecounty.com/doe.

BEASLEY
Continued from Page A1

In term s of Civitan 
Park, Farmer said the 
club adopted the park on 
Glenwood east of New- 
bingh when Wayne start­
ed &e park adoption 
program many years 
ago.

“A group of our mem­
bers lived in that neigh­
borhood at the time,” 
Farmer said. “We’ve 
adopted the park in the 
27 years I’ve been a club 
member.”

The Civitans have 
fimded a pavilion for the 
park along with helping 
raise money for a plays-

cape installed in recent 
years.

Currently at about 23 
members, the Civitans 
usually meet on the first 
and third Wednesdays at 
the Wayne Public Li­
brary - an appropriate 
location given the 
group’s support for liter­
acy programs.

“it depends on our 
projects. Anyone can 
join. We have members 
who joined us because 
they came to something 
we were doing,” Farmer 
said.

“That’s what brings 
people to the club.”

Irogers@hometownlife.com
313-222-5428
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

Corky Hays, supervisor of the Wayne Recreation Department, taiks about Doug Beasley 
who called him "Boss." ph o to  b y  to m  b ea u o o in

GEEK REST
Continued from Page A1

Geek the Library T- 
shirts, pizza and gift 
cards from local busi­
nesses.

Food and refresh­
ments will be provid­
ed by the sponsors: 
Toarmina’s Pizza, 
Biggby Coffee and 
C ^6  Marquette.

“It’s for all ages, 
there wiU be some­
thing for everyone,” 
Schuck said. “We 
unveil some posters 
we have had created 
from hockey to histo­
ry, cooking and art. 
There are a lot of dif­
ferent ones. It will be 
a lot of fun.”

The Geek the Li­
brary campaign is an 
outreach to the com­
munity to make them 
better aware of how 
the l i b r ^  can sup­
port their passions and 
interests.

In t ile  com m unity
‘T art of the pro­

gram is getting us out 
in the community,” 
Schuck said. “We will 
have a table at Blues, 
Brews and Barbecue 
and the (Westland 
John) Glenn High 
School homecoming, 
getting more people to 
participate.”

The campaign is 
/aim ed at 

_ I school students, 
he said, but also local 
small businesses.

Everyone is wel­
come to Geek Fest and 
no registration is re­
quired. If people have 
time, Schuck said 
signing up on the li­
brary website, 
www.westland.lib- 
.mi.us, would be help­
ful in getting a rough 
number of attendees 
for planning purposes.

lrogers@hometownHfe.com
313-222-5428
Twitter. ®LRogersObserver
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C ontinued fro m  Page A1

Store jewelry man­
ager Robert Abdo testi­
fied that a couple was 
being buzzed into the 
store when at least three 
pales ran into the store 
wearing gloves and 
armed with hammers.

“I heard my co-work- 
er yell ‘No.’ I was con­

cerned that they (the 
robbers) had weapons, so 
I ran out the door to AKA 
Sports to call 911,” Abdo 
said. “I asked them to 
lock the door after me.”

Neither of the store 
employees could identify 
Goddard or Stalling as 
the men who robbed the 
store.

Wayne Police Chief 
Jason Wright testified 
that he and Deputy Chief 
Alan Maciag heard the

dispatch run for the rob­
bery and went to assist 
the patrol officers 
searching for the sus­
pects.

As they were waiting 
for a light on Michigan 
Avenue, heading for the 
store, Wright said Ma­
ciag noticed a slow mov­
ing Ford Taurus on Jo­
sephine which appeared 
likely to be the getaway 
car.

They followed the

vehicle on Josephine, 
which dead ends at I)y- 
namite Park, Wright 
said, noticing the driver 
was looking at a paved 
walking t r ^  that leads 
into the park. The trail 
nms from Second to 
Josephine, beginning 
about a block from Leo’s 
Jewelry, also located on 
Michigan Avenue.

“TWo black subjects 
came running (on the 
trail) towards the vehicle

Plato’s Place 
Casd^ Fundraiser

Eat Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner on

Monday, September 9, 2013
at Plato’s Place

30090 Ford Road, Garden City, MI 48135

A percentage of all sales that day will go to 
Robyn Castle and her family in their time of need. ,

Please join us and help us raise funds for their medical 
expenses and other needs while Robyn is recovering!
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and the back doors of the 
Taiunis opened,” said 
Wright. “One subject got 
into the vehicle, tihe ofter 
ran back the way he 
came.”

Rams suspecte' car
At the end of Jose­

phine, the car started to 
back out and Wright, who 
was uncertain if the sus­
pects had weapons, said 
he decided to ram the 
suspects’ vehicle to stop 
it from fleeing.

IWo suspects then fled 
on foot, Wright said, as 
the driver began putting 
the car into forward and 
reverse attempting to get 
free of some large rocks 
on which it had become 
wedged.

Eventually, the Tamms 
became free and drove 
away on Michigan Ave­
nue. A short time later, 
Maciag and a Wayne 
County Sheriff’s deputy 
arrested Goddard who 
had been hiding in tall 
brush.

Stalling was arrested 
nearby by other officers. 
No other suspects were 
arrested.

In statements to po­
lice, Stalling and God­
dard gave differing ac- 
coimts of why they were 
in Wayne - looking for

apartments, giving some­
one a ride and having no 
names for their compan­
ions.

Police reported that 
Stalling, who eventually 
told police he knew about 
the planned robbery but 
never actually entered 
the store, was spotted on 
surveillance video at 
Leo’s the day before the 
robbery.

Goze, Stalling’s at­
torney, argued tiiat the 
robbery was effectively 
known as a smash and 
grab and didn’t warrant 
the level of charges.

“The prosecution 
failed to prove that my 
client was in any way or 
shape involved in this 
crime,” said Nijad Me- 
hanna, who represented 
Goddard. “He wasn’t 
identified as driving the 
car. Running from the 
police is not an indication 
of guilt. All they can tell 
us is that he was hiding 
in the bushes.”

Both Stalling and 
Goddard are being held 
in lieu of $30,000/10 per­
cent bonds. Circuit court 
arraignment is set for 
Sept. 3.

Irogers@hometowniife.com
313-222-5428
Tw itter @LRogersObserver
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Full Assistance with 
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

Highly Competitive Inclusive Rotes 
24 Hour Professional Staffing 
Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
Medication Management 
Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
Beauty & Barber Shop 
Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

CrystaC Cree!^
Assisled I.iving

8121 Liiley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Lo cate d  b e tw e e n  Jo y  &  W arren Roads)

w w w.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com

Personalized Hearing Care, Inc.
Audiology and Hearing Aids

Im p rove y o u r  
h earin g ... 

Im p rove y o u r  life
Peace of Mind Protection
• 3 Years Repair Warranty
• 3 Years Loss and Damage Protection
• 3 Years Free Batteries

¥isit us uf fie Ccmfen Senier Summit 
Men., Sept. 16 for a cemplimenfury 

etosceî  sereenina

Dr. Karissa Jagacki, 
Audiologist

Kimberly Camicom, 
AucUologist

Dr. Jagacki
2011 Westland Business 

Person o f the Year

Westland
35337 West Warren Road

734-467-5100

H i

2013 South Lyon Herald 
People’s Choice 
Award Winner

South Lyon
321 Pettibone Street, Suite 105

248-437-5505
w w w .|ie r s n Q a iz e d lie a r ii^ e a r e .£ O ia
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JoA nne Purtan  Qeft), WXYZ-TV ancho r an d  m istress o f  cerem onies, a n d  Lany 
A lexander (righi:), p res iden t a n d  CEO o f  th e  D etroit M etro  C onvention an d  Visitprs Bureau, 
cong ra tu ia te  ti ie  ROSE A w ard w in n er fo r  vo iun teering . Bob FttzGeraid o f  W ^ a n d .

Westland volunteer 
receives ROSE Award
D etroit M etropolitan A irport A irport 

A m bassador vo lu n teer B ob F itzg erd d  
o f W estland has b een  crow ned w inner  
in  th e vo lu n teer ca tegory  o f th e 2013 
R ecogn ition  o f S erv ice  E x cellen ce  
(ROSE) A w ards —  M etro D etro it’s  m ost 
p restig iou s honor fo r  h osp ita lity  and  
cu stom er serv ice .

DTW  A irport A m bassadors Sharon  
K elly  o f D 'enton and L orraine W eglarz 
o f AUen P ark a lso  w ere fin a lists  fo r  th e  
volu n teer category. F ourteen  additional 
A irport A m bassadors from  DTW  w ere  
nom ine e s  a t th e celeb rated  ROSE  
A w ard program  banquet a t th e D etro it 
In stitu te o f A rts h osted  b y  E m m y  
A w ard-w inning rep orter Joanne Pur­
tan.

“M any tim es, th e fir s t im p ression  
v isito rs g e t o f th e Southeast M ichigan  
area  is  created  b y  our A irport A m bas­
sad ors,” said  W ayne C ounty A irport 
A uthority CEO Tbm N aughton. “Bob, 
Sharon, L orraine, and th e  en tire  team  
o f A irport A m bassadors do an excep ­
tion al job, and exem p lify  th e v e ^  b est 
o f our region . H aving a ll th ree fin a lists  
in  th e vo lu n teer ca tegory  b ein g  A irport 
A m bassadors tru ly  sh ow s how  valuab le  
th e  vo lu n teer program  is  a t DTW. Bob  
w inning th e esteem ed  ROSE A ward  
m akes u s a ll proud.”

F itzgerald  has b een  a  vo lu n teer a t 
th e W ayne C ounty A irport A uthority  
fo r  m ore than th ree years. In  2012, 
F itzgerald  rece iv ed  a  s ilv er  lap el p in  
fo r  & e P resid en t’s  V olunteer S erv ice  
A w ard a fte r  serv in g  298.25 vo lu n teer  
hours, d esp ite havin g b een  hospitalized  
fo r  tw o m onths due to  a  fa ll.

A ccord ihg to  thd nom ination, F itz­
gerald  is  a lw ays th e fir s t to  respond  to  
a  ca ll for vo lu n teers and h appily w orks 
an y sh ift th at is  needed . H e tru ly  ex ­
em p lifies a  w onderfu l vo lu n teer that 
g o es ab ove and beyond.

“M th  m ore than 20 m illion  v isito rs  
to  th e  m etro area  each  year, th e hospi­
ta lity  ind u stry is  a sig n ifica n t a sp ect o f  
th e loca l econom y,” DM CVB P resid en t 
and CEO L arry A Jexander said . “T he 
ROSE A w ards a llow  th e com m unity a 
unique opportunity to  thank and honor 
th e m en and w om en, lik e  Mr. F it t e r -  
a id , d ed icated  to  p rovid in g a  p o sitiv e  
ex p erien ce to  v isito rs o f A e  reg ion .”

E stab lish ed  in  1994 b y  th e DM CVB,

th e ROSE A w ards is  an  annual ev en t 
d ed icated  to  honoring fron t-lin e hospi­
ta lity  w orkers throughout th e reg ion  
w ho w ork tir e le ss ly  to  d e liv er  outstand­
in g  cu stom er ser v ic e  in  th e ir  industry.

ROSE A w ard nom inations w ere  
provided  b y  c lien ts, g u ests, su p ervisors 
and th e gen eral public. O ne w inner in  
each  o f fiie  s ix  ca teg o ries —  A ttrac­
tion s and C asinos, B ehind th e S cen es, 
H otels, R estaurants, Itan sp ortation  
and V olunteers —  w as ch osen  on a  
str ic t se t o f criteria , includ ing out­
standing cu stom er serv ice , a b ility  to  
problem  so lv e  e ffec tiv e ly , w o r l^ la ce  
attitud e, k now ledge and ex p ertise . One 
O verall S erv ice  Cham pion, se lec ted  b y  
a  p anel o f exp ert h o ^ ita lity  p rofession ­
a ls, w as a lso  recogn ized .

V ^im ers rece iv ed  a  p rize p ack  w hich  
includ ed  g ift ce r tifica te s  and tick ets to  
som e o f th e area’s  m ost popular restau ­
rants and a ttractio i^ , a  dozen  ro ses and  
th e  p restig iou s cry sta l ROSE Aw ard.

WCAA A irport A m bassadors can  b e  
found throughout D etro it M etro A ir­
port p rovid in g inform ation  and a ssist­
in g  tra v elers a t f iv e  d ifferen t inform a­
tion  booths. In 2012,88 DTW  A irport 
A m bassador vo lu n teers provided  14,156 
hours o f vo lu n teer ser v ic e  h elp in g  
tra v elers, and prom oting th e M etro  
D etro it r e ^ o n  to  m illion s o f peop le.

In addition  to  F itgerald , K elly  and  
W eglara, lo ca l D etro it M etro A h p ort 
A m bassador ROSE Awmrd nom inees 
included  D ianna S urow iec and G eorge 
Saw yer, both  o f R edford, Joe S cafero  o f  
L ivonia, L onnie H aines o f Canton, Lori 
S cap p aticci and liraci S in cock  o f P ly- 
inoufii, S a lly  H enrikson  and W es H en- 
rikson  o f N orth ville and Tbm B eyers- 
d o rfo fN o v L

To learn  m ore about th e D etro it 
M etropolitan A irport A m bassador pro­
gram , V isit w w w jnetroairporL com / 
volunteer. T he D etro it M etro C onven­
tion  and \T sitors B ureau is  a  p rivate, 
not-for-profit organization  w h ose m is­
sion  is  to  m arket and se ll th e m etropol­
itan  D etro it area on a  w orldw ide b asis  
a s a  d estin ation  for le isu re  and b u si­
n ess travel, and a s a  film  location . T he 
DM CVB w as founded in  1896 as th e  
w orld’s  fir s t con ven tion  and v isito rs  
bureau. F or m ore inform ation , v is it  
w w w .visitd etroit.com .

Salvation Army reaches 
out to youngsters, teens

By Julie Brown
staff W riter

T he W ayne-W estland  
Salvation  A rm y corps, on  
V enoy south  o f P alm er in  
W estland, h as a  lo t to  
o ffe r  young peop le.

T he parent orientation  
fo r  th e after-sch ool pro­
gram  w ill b e  a t th e build­
in g  from  7-8 p.m . M on­
day, Sept. 9.

It’s  “a  p lace fo r  k id s to  
b e w h ile p aren ts are  
w orking or not avail­
ab le ,” said  A ndrew  Ba- 
r y ls ^  d irector o f com ­
m unity and youth  m in is­
tr ies.

P arents are ask ed  to  
ca ll th e corp s a t 734-722- 
3660 to  m ake a reserva­
tion  fo r  th e Sept. 9 m eet­
ing.

A t th e program , k id s 
in  grad es one-12 rece iv e  
tu torin g from  co lleg e

stu d en ts. T here’s  a  w eek ­
day dinner at 5:30 p .m ., 
along w ith  a ctiv itie s  lik e  
arts and cra fts and gym .

“T here’s  a  v ariety  o f  
a ctiv itie s  throughout th e  
w eek ,” said  B arylsk i, 
noting a com puter com ­
ponent w as added la st 
year.

O rganizers w ill en roll 
a  m axim um  o f 30 k ids, 
from  th e  W ayne-W est­
land sch ool d istr ict area.

I f  you  or you r ch ild  
h as m u sica l in terests, th e  
corp s on V enoy is  a lso  
th e p lace to  b e. A  S inging  
(Company and B rass 
Band, started  la st year, 
are continuing th is year.

T he S in gin g C om pany 
m eets from  6-7 p.m . 
T uesdays to  exp ose  
young p eop le to  m u sic. 
T hey p articip ate in  quar­
te r ly  p erform an ces. T he 
S inging C om pany is  for

kindergarten  to  fifth - 
graders.

T he B rass Band m eets  
from  7-8 p.m . and starts  
th is y ea r  W ednesday, 
Sept. 11. T he B rass Band, 
on ly  fo r  th ose in  th e a f­
ter-sch ool program , is  fo r  
grad es t h r ^ e ig h t

Sum m er  day cam p at 
th e corps recen tly  
w rapped up and w as both  
fun  and educationaL

T hey en joyed  a  v arie­
ty  o f a c tiv itie s  M onday 
through F riday includ ing  
fie ld  tr ip s. “C ^ p  w as 
rea lly  good,” B a ^ lsM  
said . “We had 80 k ids 
reg istered  throughout 
th e sum m er.”

“W e had a  lo t o f good  
th in gs happen th is p ast 
siunm er,” added corps 
com m ander Capt. D erek  
R ose.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com

' Run benefits First Responders Memorial
W ayne C ounty Parks 

w ill sp on sor th e  H eroes 
on  H & es half-m arathon  
and 5-ld lom eter ra ces  
Saturday, O ct. 5 , w ith  
procdbds go in g  to  th e  
F irst R esp on d ers M em o­
ria l to  b e er ected  a t 
H in es D r iv e and H agger­

ty.
T he half-m arathon  

sta rts a t 8 a .m ., fo llow ed  
b y  th e  5K  a t 8:30 a.m . 
T lie  ev en t is  sp onsored  
b y  R unning f i t  and th e  
Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers.

T he c o st is  $49 (h a lf­

m arathon) and $29 (5K ) 
i f  r e g istered  b y  S e p t 5.

T he c o st is  $34 (5K ) 
and $59 (h a lf) i f  r e g is ­
ter in g  S e p t 6  through  
O ct. 3 .

For m ore in form ation , 
v is it  w w w .heroesonhi- 
n es.co m .

W a y n e - W e s t l a n d  
s t i c k s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  

f i r m s  f o r  s i n k i n g  
f u n d  p r o j e c t s

By Sue Mason
StaffW riter

T he issu e  o f w ho w ill 
handle arch itectu ral 
planning and construc­
tion  m anagem ent fo r  th e  
W ayne-W estland Com­
m unity Schools’ sink ing  
fim d p rojects has b een  
d ecid ed  w ith  sch ool 
board approval o f 10- 
yea r agreem en ts w ith  
TM P ̂ c h ite c tu r e  Inc. 
and M cC arthy and  
Sm ith Inc.

T he board voted  5-2, 
w ith  D n ste e  S a lly  M adi­
son  and board V ice- 
P resid en t John G oci 
d issen tin g , to  approve 
th e  con tracts.

(2uestipns about th e  
con tracts have b een  
ra ised  b y  sev era l board  
m em bers, includ ing  
G oci w ho has p ressed  to  
h ave th e serv ice  p ut out 
for b id . T he firm s’ w ork  
is  con sidered  p rofes­
sional serv ices and b y  
law , b id s are not re­
quired.

‘T don’t  d iscard  that 
th e d istrict has a  good  
relationsh ip  w ith  th ese  
firm s, I ju st th ink it 
w ould b e in  th e b est 
in terest o f th e d istrict, 
even  though th e law  
d oes not requ ire a  b id  
for w ork lik e  th is b ein g  
perform ed  b ecau se it’s  
p rofession a l ser v ic es ,” 
G oci sa id . “I th ink  it 
w ould sen d  a  strong  
m essage to  th e com m u­
n ity  th at w e’re  try in g  to  
g e t th e b est d ea l for our 
m oney. I f  w e h ave an  
open b id  p ro cess, it 
w ould go a  long w ay  
tow ard transparency.”

A ccording to  Jim  
L arson Shidler, deputy  
superintendent fo r  ad­

m in istrative and busi­
n ess serv ices, th e in ten t 
o f th e con tracts “is  to  
u se M cC arthy and Sm ith  
and TM P fo r  th e dura­
tion  o f th e d istrict’s  
sink in g fund.” V oters 
la st y ear renew ed  that 
ta x  req u est fo r  10 years 
beginn in g in  2013.

Contract' details
U nder th e new  agree­

m ent, T M P s fe e  w ill b e  
5.85 p ercen t w ith  pro­
je c ts  b elow  $450,000 
b illed  at tim e and m an­
a g em en t McC^arthy and  
Sm ith w ill h ave a  slid in g  
sca le , ch argin g 3.9 per­
cen t for th e fir st 
$5(H),(M}0,2.4 p ercen t for  
p rojects costin g  
$500,000 to  $2 m illion  
and 2 p ercen t for th ose  
o v e r $ 2 n u llio a

B oth agreem ents 
in clu d e a  seven-day opt 
out w ithout cau se  
clau se. In th e ca se  o f  
M cC arthy and Sm ith, 
th e d istrict isn ’t charge  
fo r  ad m in istrative w ork  
done b y  V ^lliam  Sm ith, 
p resid en t sad D oug  
U nderw ood, p roject 
director.

“T he arch itect and  
construction  m anager 
th e d istrict u ses does 
m atter to  m e and th e  
d is tr ic t” Larson Shidler 
said . “We str iv e  to  se e  
th at w e g e t a valuable 
serv ice  a t com p etitive  
p rices.”

Larson Shid ler noted  
th at each  fe e  has d iffer­
en t p ercen tage attached  
to  it  and that th ere w ill 
b e no ch arge for V ^lliam  
Sm ith, p resid en t and  
D oug U nderw ood, pro­
je c t d irector, w hen they  
w ork on p rojects.

“I’v e  sp en t a  lo t o f

tim e looking at cbntractii 
and w hat w e h ave to  do,” 
board P resid en t Carol 
M iddel said . “E ach o f us 
g ets th e sam e inform a­
tion  and has a cc ess to  
th e adm inistration  to  ask  
th e tough q uestiohs and  
m ake good d ed sib n s on  
b eh a lf o f th e stu d en ts, 
th e parents and th e com ­
m unity.”

Reputable firms
T h istee C h a rl^  D :av  

G riffin , a  m em ber o f th e  
1998 bond com m ittee  
and th e nine-m eniber 
construction  bond com ­
m ittee that reconunend- 
ed  th e board h ire IM P  
and M cC arthy and  
Sm ith, p raised  th e tw o  
firm s say in g  th ey  h ave  
“good, exem p lary rep­
utation.”

“We’v e  d iscu ssed  th is 
issu e  at lea st fou r m eet­
in gs, I hope th ese  resolu ­
tion s w ill la y  th is issu e  
to  rest,” h e said . ‘iT hese 
are tw o reputab le firm s  
th at have b een  h ired  by  
tw o other d istricts. I 
hope w e can  now  m ove  ̂
on w ith  issu e s that are 
im portant to  th e sch ool 
d i ^ c t .”

T rustee F rederick  
W eaver pointed  out that 
a  p rom ise w as a t^ ch ed  
to  th e bpnd issu e  m at th e  
d istr ict w ould n ever le t 
th e build ings g e t in  bad  
sh ape again.

“N ever one tin^e as  
fa r  a s have I k n o ^  
h ave w e b een  u p set w ith  
M cC arthy and Snuth  
and th e job th ey  Im ve 
done,” h e sa id  “T heyV e 
done an excellen ti job.”

smason@hometownlife.com
313-222-S751
TM tter @SusanMarieMason

M a c y 's  O p tic a l

FREE
LENSES'
($2CM\fcilue)
with complete pair purchase

Our doctor or yours -  we fill all prescriptions. 
Convenient eye examt appointments available. 

We accept most vision care plans.

W estla n d , 734-458-5588  •  O aklan d , 248-597-2956  
L ak esid e, 5 8 6 -5 ^ -2 7 6 6  •  T w elve O aks, 248-344-6994

★
 the magic of ^

mocys
REG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASS) ON ACTUAL SALES. 'Excludes Sunsatlons. Additional 
charge may be applied for strong prescription; other progressives and lens'opdons are additional; complete pair purchase 

required, t ^ e  exams performed by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior o rde^  Sale ends October 2,2013.

For the location nearest you, call 1 -888>889-EYES

http://www.visitdetroit.com
mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.heroesonhi-nes.com
http://www.heroesonhi-nes.com
mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
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Charges dismissed in house strippingWAYNE COP 
CALLS

Larceny from a vehicle

On A ug. 30, car b a tter ies  
w ere rep orted  sto len  o v er­
n igh t from  tw o v e h ic le s  
parked  a t a b u sin ess in  th e  
32000 b lock  o f  M ich igan  
A venu e.

T he b a tter ies w ere  v a l­
u ed  a t $100.

Larceny
A  resid en t in  th e  32000  

b lock  o f W estw ick  D rive  
rep orted  tw o cem en t flo w ­
er  p o ts and on e 3-4-foot ta ll 
cem en t p illa r  w ith  a  g la ss  
g lo b e sto len  from  th e  fron t 
gard en  som etim e during  
th e  n igh t A ug. 30. T he ap­
p roxim ate v ^ u e  o f th e  
sto len  item s is  $350.

Larceny from a vehicle
On S ep t. 2, a  re sid en t in  

th e  4000 b lock  o f C ham ber- 
la in  rep orted  a  G arm in  
GPS im it, va lu ed  a t $200, 
and $535 in  cash  sto len  
from  h is v eh ic le .

T he resid en t sa id  h e had  
lock ed  th e  v e h ic le  but d id  
n ot s e t th e  alarm . T h ere  
w as no sig n  o f  fo rced  en try  
to  th e  v eh ic le .

Vandalism
A  resid en t in  th e  36000  

b lock  o f T hinbark to ld  
p o lice  A ug. 29 th at sh e  had  
parked  h er v e h ic le  in  fron t 
o f h er resid en ce  and in  th e  
m ornin g sh e  found  a  16- 
in ch  h orizon ta l scra tch  on  
th e  d riv er’s  sid e . T he dam ­
a g e  w as estim a ted  a t $500.

» On S ep t. 2 , a  resid en t 
in  th e  35000 b lock  o f  C h est­
nut rep orted  a  b rick  
throw n th rou gh  h is k itch en  
w indow  d u rin g th e  n igh t. 
T he dam age w as estim a ted  
a t $100.

Breaic-in
T he ow n er o f a b u sin ess  

in  th e  3400 b lock  o f  M il­
d red  S treet to ld  p o lice  
S ep t. 3  th at som eon e had  
cu t th e  fe n c e  and p ad lock s 
o ff  tw o sto ra g e tra ilers. 
N oth in g  ap peared  to  h ave  
b een  sto len .

By LeArme Rogers

C rim inal ch arges aga in st a 
M ichigan D epartm ent o f Cor­
rection s o ffic er  accu sed  o f 
strip p in g fix tu res from  h is 
fa th er’s W estland hom e a fter  it 
w as lo st to  foreclosu re have  
b een  d ism issed .

T im othy M arch, 47, w ho 
w orks at th e H uron V alley  
W om en’s C orrectional F acility  
in  Y psilanti, had b een  charged  
w ith  larcen y  from  a build ing

and receiv in g /con cea lin g  sto­
len  property.

T he crim inal ch arges al­
leg ed  that M arch w ent to  re­
m ove h is fa th er’s personal 
b elon gin gs from  ttie house on 
N orth C arlson a fter  it w as sold  
at auction. A t th e sam e tim e, 
M arch w as accu sed  o f rem ov­
in g  a num ber o f in sta lled  item s 
from  th e hom e, su ch  a s the  
fu rn ace, duct w ork, k itchen

cab in ets, doors and th e w ater  
heater.

W estland p o lice  recovered  
th e p rop erty from  M arch’s  
dow nriver hom e.

Wa5m e C ounty C ircuit Court 
Judge V era M assey  Jones 
granted  a d efen se  m otion to  
d ism iss th e ch arges against 
M arch, d e n j^ g  a p rosecution  
m otion s e e in g  recon sid er­
ation.

WESTLAND COP CALLS
Break in

P olice responded to an 
alarm  ca ll a t R obm ar P reci­
sion , 38189 A bruzzi, about 10:30 
a.m . Sept. 2. T he alarm  w as 
tr iggered  on a  rear door to  th e  
b u sin ess. T he o ffic er  reported  
no a cc ess  w as m ade to the  
b uild ing but m eta l lock s on tw o  
storage sh ed s, w hich  share th e  
alarm  system , had b een  cut 
off.

E ntry w as m ade into th e  
storage u n its but th e o ffic er  
reported  it appeared  nothing  
had b een  distiu'bed.

T he b u sin ess ow ner arrived  
and reported  that an additional 
unit w as s till lock ed  and undis­
turbed lead in g him  to su rm ise  
th e su sp ects had b een  scared  
off.

Vandalism
P olice w ere ca lled  to  th e  

form er S ears H ardw are store, 
29299 Ann A rbor Tl-ail, ju st 
b efore 9 p.m . Sept. 2 about th e 
g lass doors b ein g  sh attered  
and som eone p ossib ly  b eing  
in sid e th e vacan t store.

O fficers found th e slid in g  
g la ss doors on th e north sid e o f 
tile  bu ild in g broken b y m ul­
tip le  large b locks. N o one w as 
found in sid e th e vacan t build­
ing.

Vandalism
» A  resid en t in  th e 32000 

b lock  o f G randview  told  p o lice  
Sept. 2 that h e heard  g la ss  
break ing a t about 3 a.m . but 
didn’t ch eck  on it. L ater in  th e  
m orning, h e sa id  h e foim d th e  
d river’s sid e m irror broken on  
h is 2007 C hevrolet S ilverado  
w hich  w as parked on the

street.
» A  N orth ville w om an told  

p o lice Sept. 2 that som eone 
k eyed  h er 2012 D odge Journey  
w h ile it w as parked at her  
s is te r ’s hom e in  th e 1000 b lock  
o f South Sutton.

T he w om an said  sh e had le ft  
th e car parked at h er s ister ’s  
hom e sin ce A ug. 16 w h ile sh e  
w as out o f th e country on vaca­
tion.

T he dam age w as estim ated  
at $1,000.

Break in
A  resid en t in  th e 31000 

b lock  o f Calhoun Court told  
p o lice A ug. 27 that h e returned  
hom e to  fin d  tw o w indow s on  
h is hom e broken and th e sid e  
door unlocked. In sid e, h e said  
h e n oticed  m u ltip le draw ers 
and cupboards had b een  
searched .

A  circu lar saw  w as reported  
stolen .

Larceny
A  large p atio se t w ith  four  

ch airs, a sm aller patio se t w ith  
a b en ch  and chair, a s ilv e r  g r ill 
and a b lack  fire  p it, valued  at 
$720, w as reported  sto len  from  
a  hom e in  th e 31000 b lock  o f 
B irchw ood on A ug. 28.

Stolen vehicle
On A ug. 28, a resid en t in  th e  

200 b lock  o f F isch er to ld  p o lice  
that ju st a fter  2 a.m . h is son  
w oke him  up to  teU him  that 
som eone had ju st driven  aw ay  
in  th e fa th er’s truck.

T he resid en t said  th at he 
had le ft  a se t o f k eys in  the  
g love com partm ent o f th e 2012 
Ford F150 crew  cab pickup  
truck, valued  at $25,000.

H e said  h e a lso  had le ft h is  
w allet con tain ing h is id en tifi­
cation , d eb it card  and $100 in  
cash  in  th e truck. T he truck  
had b een  le ft  lock ed , th e ow ner 
said.

Break in
On A ug. 28, a resid en t in  th e  

2700 b lock  o f South C hristine 
to ld  p o lice  that h e le ft  to  take 
h is M ds to  w ork and returned  
about 90 m in utes la ter  to  find  
th e sid e door to  th e hom e had  
b een  k icked  in.

C hecking th e house, th e  
resid en t sa id  h e found an in te­
rior door dam aged and tw o  
55-inch  LED te lev isio n s, va l­
ued  at $1,400, had b een  stolen .

Stolen vehicles
» A  resid en t in  th e 200 b lock  

o f D arw in to ld  p o lice  A ug. 29 
that h er 1989 C hevrolet Ca­
p rice had b een  sto len  from  her  
d rivew ay overnigh t. T he resi­
dent, w ho is  eld erly , sa id  her 
son  som etim es d rives her to  
appointm ents in  th e car but 
both had la st seen  it th e n ight 
b efore.

T he w om an had th e on ly se t 
o f k ey s to  th e v eh ic le , w hich  
w as paid  o ff and on ly covered  
w ith  p erson al liab ility/proper- 
ty  dam age insu ran ce coverage.

» On A ug. 29, a  resid en t in  
th e 34000 b lock  o f B arton told  
p o lice that som eone had stolen  
h er 2002 D odge Caravan w hich  
had b een  parked and lock ed  on 
th e street.

T he resid en t sa id  sh e saw  
th e v eh ic le  w hen sh e got up at 
7 a.m . but n oticed  it w as gone 
ju st a fter  11 a.m .

By LeAnne Rogers

GARDEN CITY 
COP CALLS

stolen card

A  L ivonia w om an report­
ed  to p o lice A ug. 28 that 
som eone had sto len  her 
C hase deb it card. She told  
p o lice sh e d iscovered  it 
m issin g  w hen sh e found a  
$29.75 charge for gas at 
Speedw ay at 28451 Ford. The 
w om an said  sh e w orks at 
B urger K ing at 28333 Ford  
and b eliev es that’s w here th e  
card w as taken.

Larceny
An em ployee o f a  proper­

ty  m anagem ent com pany 
told  p olice A ug. 28 that parts 
o f exterior central a ir  condi­
tion ing unit had b een  taken  
from  a hom e in  th e 3200 
b lock  o f B ock. T he im it w as 
in  th e backyard o f th e hom e 
and had b een  taken apart. 
T he th eft occurred  betw een  
A ug. 14-28. T he em ployee  
said  nothing e lse  appeared to  
b e tam pered w ith  at th e  
H U D -ow ned hom e, w hich is  
ch ecked  ev ery  14 days.

Break-in
A  resid en t in  th e 30000 

b lock  o f D aw son A venue told  
p o lice A ug. 27 that so m ^ n e  
sto le  alm ost $1,000 in  pow er 
too ls and a ccesso r ies from  
h er unsecured  garage. T he 
resid en t said  h er son w as 
putting in  a  n ew  garage door 
on th e detached garage and  
overnight som eone took the 
too ls, includ ing a gas-pow ­
ered  ed ger a pneum atic 
nailer. She told  p o lice sh e  
talked  to her neighbors who 
said  th ey  had not seen  any­
th ing.

Identity theft
A  G arden C ity m an told  

p o lice A ug. 27 that som eone 
u sed  h is inform ation to  g e t a  
B arclay’s bank card. H e said  
h e becam e aw are o f th e  
problem  in  M arch w hen he 
receiv ed  a le tter  from  an  
attorney sta tin g  that h e ow ed  
$1,710 on th e cred it card  
accoim t. H e told  p o lice he 
didn’t open th e accoim t and  
has no idea how  som eone 
obtained h is inform ation.

'■^4.
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Improve Intimacy. Reignite Passion.
REDISCOVER LOVE!

with Oskland University Professor Dr. Terri Orbuch
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5K Run/Walk for Cancer

Thank you to our 
sponsors
A special thanks 
to our Presenting 
Sponsor:

house
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Gold Sponsors:
■ Comcast Spotlight
■ Edelman FInanIcal 

Services
■ Huron Valley 

Radiology, PC
■ Mel Printing
■ Mercy Cancer 

Network
■ Observer & Eccentric
■ Roberta Palmer, In 

support of the Helen 
Palmer Image 
Recovery Center
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■ American House 

Senior living
■ Cole, Newton & Duran
■ Concord Ambulance
■ eBuy Media
■ Huron River Radiation 

Oncology
■ Huron Valley 

Ambulance
■ Joe's Produce
m Livonia Rotary
■ Plymouth Whalers
■ Schoolcraft College
■ The Village of 

Westland: A Senior 
Living Community

Sunday, September 8,2013  
9 a.m.

St. Mary Mercy Hospital grounds
36475 Five Mile Road 

Livonia Ml 48154

The 5K run/w alk is a n  e ve n t for c a n c e r  
aw areness to  c e leb ra te  a n d  E m brace  
Life". Proceeds support St. M ory M ercy  
C ancer Services.

Register Now!
■ Pre-registered runners/walkers 

guaranteed a  race t-shirt.
■ B-tag chip timing.
. Awards to overall and ag e group 

winners.
■ Register before August 30 

and save $5.

For more information or to register 
visit stmarynmrcy.org/Skforcancer, 
or call 734-6SS-1S90.
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BRIDGING T H E  G A P  A C R O S S  T H E  PACIFIC
Japanese-American school in Livonia is first of its kind in Michigah
ByJIIIH alpin

C orrrapondent

l ik e  m any oth er first-grad ­
ers, G eorge G oonis w ak es up 
ev ery  m orning s i n ^ g  a song.

T he S-year-old liv o n ia  resi­
dent’s son g  m ight sound a b it 
im fam iliar to  som e —  b ecau se  
ch an ces are good h e is  sin g in g  
in  Japanese.

R aised  in  an E nglish-speak­
in g  household  b y  m on olingu ^  
p aren ts, G eorge started  earlier  
th is m ondi h is second  year as a 
student at th e H inoki Interna­
tion al School in  L ivonia, a  tw o- 
w ay im m ersion  elem en tary  
sch ool chartered  b y  L ivonia  
P u blic Schools.

“I th ink G eorge has learn ed  
over 100 son gs in  Japanese. 
H e’s  a happy-go-lucky k id  and  
h e lo v es it,” m other P atty  Goo­
n is sa id  o f th e sch ool. “A nd I 
lo v e  th e fa c t that h e is  learn in g  
another langu age.”

In addition to  reading, w rit­
in g  and arith m etic, h er son  is  
gettin g  som eth in g even  m ore, 
a cc o r£ n g  to  G oonis, a librari­
an w ith  th e c ity  o f L ivonia.

Broadened world view
“It has b een  a w onderfu l 

opportunity fo r  m y son  to  g e t a  
w hole n ew  w orld  view . H e is  
learn in g to  em brace other  
cu ltu res and th ose w ho are 
‘d ifferen t’ from  him ,” sh e said.

A lthough th e country o f  
Japan and th e c ity  o f L ivonia  
are separated  b y  som e 6,400  
m iles, th e sch ool, th e fir s t  
Japanese-A m erican  sch ool in  
th e sta te  o f M ichigan, is  seek ­
in g  to  b rid ge that gap, bringing  
th e rich  cu ltu re and language 
o f Japan to  loca l elem en tary  
sch ool stu d en ts and th eir fam ­
ilie s , sa id  Ted D elph ia, th e  
sch ool’s principal.

O fficia lly  ch artered  b y  IP S , 
th e sch ool w as founded in  2010 
b y a  group o f in terested  sup­
p orters looking to provide a  
tw o-w ay b ilin gual learn ing  
environm ent for tem porary  
Japanese resid en ts, Japanese- 
h eritage fam ilies and A m er­
ican  fam ilie s  w ith  an in terest 
in  th e con cept, D elph ia said.

N ow  en terin g  its  fourth  
year, th e sch ool tak es th e b est 
p ra ctices o f both Japanese and

First-grade s tu d e n t M adeline Lenk b ro u g h t a  big g ra ssh o p p e r to  sh o w  h e r class. In background , Zara Lin an d  
H ugo N akao. p h o t o s  by  bill bresler | staff ph o t o g r a ph e r

K-3 throughout th e area, in­
clu d in g  N ovi, P lym outh and  
Canton, th e sch ool “is  com ­
p le te ly  d ifferen t from  any  
oth er in  M ichigan,” said  D el­
phia, w ho is  a  L ivonia resid en t 
along w ith  h is w ife  M itsuyo, a  
teach er at th e school.

S tudents at H inoki attend  
sch ool for s ix  hours each  day, 
w ith  an elon gated  sch ool year  
allow ing fo r  s ix  w eek s o ff  for  
sum m er vacation , sim ilar to  
th e sch ool c a le n d ^  follow ed  
b y stu d en ts in  Japan.

“W e w anted  to  have m ore 
con tact p oin ts w ith  our stu ­
d en ts and avoid  th e sum m er 
slid e ,” h e said.

A ccord ing to  D elphia, th e  
sch ool fo llow s th e sta te  o f 
M ichigan elem en tary  sch ool 
curriculum , b lend ed  w ith  Japa­
n ese  con tent exp ecta tion s that 
crea te a  unique tw o-w ay se t­
tin g . L esson s are taught in  both  
E nglish  and Jap anese, a llow ing  
stu d en ts th e opportim ity to  
in crea se  th eir  sk ills  in  a new

It's lunch tim e, an d  te a c h e r  Ai Yumiba sings Jap an ese  songs w ith  h e r 
k indergarten  d a ss . The m usic ac ts a s  a  b ridge  b e tw e e n  th e  d a s s  period  
a n d  th e  lunch period . Singing in Jap an ese  reinforces lan g u ag e  skills.

A m erican  sch ools in  an effo rt 
to  crea te  a  global learn in g  
com m unity, g iv in g  stu d en ts a  
m atu rin g , cu ltu rally  rich  
learn in g environm ent and 
su cce ssfu l educational exp eri­
en ce in  both Japanese and  
E nglish , accord in g to  D elphia.

‘W e are not ju st teach in g  
th e Japanese Iw g u a g e, it is  a

p arallel w orld  o f understand­
in g ,” h e said . “Students bring  
th eir ow n lan gu ages and cu l­
tu res from  hom e in to  th e c la ss­
room  and w ork togeth er to  
help  one another learn .”

Only one like it in state
C urrently serv in g  approxi­

m ately  135 stu d en ts in  grad es

language, w h ile s tr e n ^ e n in g  
th eir sld lls in  th eir n ative lan­
guage.

“It is  v ery  d ifferen t —  w e

are not try in g  to  load (In top o f  
th e kids; w e are try in g  tp w ork  
both sid es and provid^ Japa­
n ese  and A m erican  stiiddnts 
w ith  an opportunity to  learn  
from  each  oth er and becom e  
bilingual, b ila tera l, b i-cu ltiu ^  
and globally-m inded individ­
u als,” D elph ia said.

T he H inoki International 
School ch arter is  overseen  by  
LPS and “p rovid es another 
program  w e can’t o ffey  w ith in  
th e d istrict, at th e sam e tim e  
gen eratin g  added reven u e to  
help  support our c iu ren t pro­
gram s in  th e d istrict,” LPS 
Superintendent R andy L iepa  
w rote in  an em ail.

Opening doors
It is  ex a ctly  th e environ­

m ent that Canton Tow i^hip  
parent R eb ecca  L enk w as 
seek in g  fo r  h er tw in  daughters 
C harlotte and M adelin^  age 5, 
w hen sh e en rolled  them  in  the  
sch ool’s  k indergarten  program  
la st year.

“T here are w hole section s  
o f th e w orld  th at are clo sed  o ff  
to  m e b ecau se I on ly speak one  
langu age,” Lenk said , “t  
thought it  w ould b e great if, 
through th eir sch ools, I  could  
open up th ese  w orlds ro m y 
ow n ch ild ren  that I (»)uld not 
a cc ess .” |

L enk b e liev es that th e expo­
su re to  another cu ltiu 'e w ill 
help  provide h er daughters 
w ith  a  broadened v iew  b f the  
w orld.

“T hey h ave ch ildren  in  th eir  
c la ss from  Japan, S en eg a l—  
a ll over. T hey a ll look  d iffer­
en t, speak  d ifferen t langu ages 
and com e from  d iffere iit areas. 
T hese are th eir fr ien d s, th is is  
th eir p eer group and th ey  do 
n ot know  any d ifferen t.ilt can’t 
help  but in flu en ce th e vray 
th ey  look a t th e w orld ,” Lenk  
said.

L ocated in  a form er LPS 
elem en tary  sch ool builcling on  
C urtis R oad, th e sch ool ^ 1 ^  
to  add another grade le v e l each  
year, even tu a lly  expanding up 
to  s i ^  grade, D elph ia ^ d .

‘W e are not on ly  b uild ing a  
b ridge cro sses th e P a c ific —  
th ese  k id s w ill a lso  havei an 
extraord inary v iew  o f tw o  
cu ltu res,” he said.

STANDARD BALANCE 
AWHEEL ALIGNM ENTit
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Valid only at Don M assey Cadillac Plymouth. 
Excludes d iesels. Customer Is responsible tor 
deposit and taxes. Does not apply to insurance 
repairs or collision. T iucte & SUVs slightly 
higher. Must present coupon at tim e of service 
write-up. Not valid with any other offer. See 

r for details. Offer expires 9/30/2013. I I

Valid only at Don M assey Cadillac Plymouth, 
(kiupon not valid with any other offer. Must 
p r^ n t  coupon at tim e of service write-up. 
Lim it one coupon per person. Coupon does 
not apply to prior p u rch ase . Odier restrictlans 
may apply. Void w here prohibited. Offer expires 
9/30/2013.

J b 
•I r

H zM A X  TREATMENT ““

W 69.95
^ M ain tain  e fiic ie n cy  by in sta llin g  : 
zM ax Ire a ln ie n t iiilo  a ll pclro leuin*^  
based flu id s and reg lacc a ir filtei'< |i

Valid only at Don M assey ( ^ lla c  PlymouHi. 
Excludes d iesels. Customer Is responsible for 
deposit and taxes. Does not apply to bisurance 
repairs or collision. Itu ck s & SUVs slightly 
higher. Must present coupon at tim e of service 
write-up. Not valid with any other offer. See 
dealer for details. Offer expires 9/30/2013.
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Valid only at Don M assey Cadillac Plymouth. 
Excludes d iesels. Custom er Is r^ ponsible for 
deposit and tax% . Does not apply to Insurance 
repairs or collision. Tructe & SUVs slightly 
higher. Must present coupon at time of service  
write-up. Not valid with any other offer. See 
dealer for details. Offer expires 9/30/2013.

In  P ly i^ o u tk
Hours of operation: Mon., Thurs. 7:30 am - 7:00 pm; 

Tues., Wed., Fri. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm; Sat. 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Call Today for an Appointment

(7 3 4 )  4 5 3 -7 5 0 0
www.donmasseycadillac.com

R e t in e m e n t  C o m m u n it y  1 I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  A s s i s t e d  L iv in g

i m y  Independence 
Village

(V P L Y M O U T H
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Independence Village o f Plymouth has a charming atm osphere 

with w arm  and caring staff. Assisted Living at the Harbors has 

com prehensive care available for those w ho need it so that 

they may age gracefully in one place while living in the com fort 

o f their private apartm ent homes. H ere are just som e of the 

many features w e offer:

• Studio and O n e bpdnoom apartm ent hom es

• Three delectable chef-prepared, meals daily

• Meal delivery service

• Daily Light Housekeeping

• W eekly personal laundry & linen service

• 24-hour m onitored pull corti system ,

• Exciting daily activities

• Personal, care packages available by independent contractors*

Call to  learn m ore o r stop by for a tour 

W e're happy to  answ er your questions 

and give you a glimpse inside our 

community. We just know you’ll love It
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m
*

Rl l N' f ,

()1
( -\i 1

I OD.AYr

Independsnce Village of Plymouth
14707 Northville Road 
Plymouth, Ml 48170

www.SeniorVillages.com

734-453-2600
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la n d lm ln g ly c a n d f i i r
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http://www.donmasseycadillac.com
http://www.SeniorVillages.com
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$ 7  MILLION GIFT 
TO THE COMMUNin

Oakwood Annapolis cuts ribbon on new emergency department
By Sue Mason

staff Writer

C alling it  th e “fron t door,” repre­
sen ta tiv es o f O akwood A nnapolis 
H ospital and O akwood H eal& care  
u sed  an oversized  p air o f sc isso rs to  
cu t a  ribbon, o ffic ia lly  open ing th e  
n ew  m ore than 17,000-sguare foot 
em ergen cy  departm ent.

A  year in  th e m aking, th e reno­
vation  and exp an sion  o f th e em er­
gen cy  departm ent rep resen ts th e  
sin g le  la rg est in vestm en t in  th e  
W ayne h osp ita l s in ce  it w as b p ilt in  
1957.

“T his has b een  a  great jou rn ey  for  
m e a s I w atched  th is departm ent 
grow  and serv e our p atien ts,” said  
Dr. A shok Jain , c h ie f o f s ta ff  a t An­
napolis. “T his hosp ita l has a  long  
h istory  o f fa ith fu l ser v ic e  to  th e  
com m unity. O akwood and th e m ed­
ica l s ta ff m ake good p artn ers for  
im portant p atien t care and fo r  im ­
p roving p atien t care.”

Dr. R alph S colari, M D, d irector o f 
em ergen cy  m ed icin e a t Oakwood 
A nnapolis, sa id  th e p roject w as im ­
portant b ecau se, to  m any p eop le, th e  
em ergen cy  departm ent is  th e front 
door to  th e hospital.

“T his w in  aUow u s to  tak e b etter  
care o f our p a tien ts,” h e said . “W e’ll 
b e ab le to  se e  them  faster, m ake 
th em  m ore com fortab le, and p rovide  
treatm ent in  a fa c ility  that is  second  
to none in  th e area. W e h ave a  great 
n ew  front door and w e are ab le to  
provide sta te  o f th e art care.”

Gift to community
D avid  C am pbell, ex ecu tiv e  v ic e  

p resid en t o f operations and sy stem  
stra teg y  fo r  Oakwood H ealth care, 
caU ed th e p roject a  $7 m illion  g ift  to  
th e com m unity.

“W e put th e m oney w h ere it can  
im pact th e com m im ity,” h e said . 
“T his w as d esign ed  w ith  th e p atien t 
in  m ind and to  c lin ica lly  p rovide th e  
b est care p ossib le. W e w ant our pa­
tien ts to  b e a s com fortab le as th ey  
can b e and con fid en t in  th e quality  o f  
serv ice  th ey ’ll r e ce iv e  i f  th ey  hap­
p en  to  n eed  care.”

T he p roject fea tu res 17,848 
square fe e t o f n ew  or rem odeled  
sp ace and in clu d es 28 treatm ent 
b ays. T here is  a five-b ed  “fa st track ” 
area  is  d esign ed  to  g e t p a tien ts in  
front o f p h ysician s sooner, and an 
eigh t-b ed  treatm ent area, sta ffed  by  
one doctor, tw o n u rses and tw o m ed­
ic s . T he 12-bed m ajor treatm ent area  
has tw o larger traum a b ays, provid­
in g  additional room  fo r  p h ysician s 
and support s ta ff to  h elp  p atien ts.

T he en trance to  th e em ergen cy  
departm ent has a lso  b een  recon fig ­
ured, p rovid in g b etter  a cc ess  to 
am bulance crew s and in iproved

D iane Hartley, d irec to r o f  p a tie n t care services a t  O akw ood  A nnapolis H ospital (from  left); David Cam pbeii, execu tive vice 
p res id en t o f  o p e ra tio n s , system  sh a te g y  a n d  g ro w th , O akw ood  H eaithcare; Eric W idner, division p res id en t o f  O akw ood 
A nnapolis H ospital; Dr. A shok Jain , chief o f  s ta ff  a t  A nnapolis; R honda B em dt, Clinical M anager, an d  Dr. Ralph Scolari, O iie f o f 
Em ergency M edicine, an d  m em bers o f  th e  O akw ood  A nnapolis H ospitai s ta ff  d o  a  cerem onial ribbon  cu tting  fo r  th e  n e w  
Em ergency D e p a rtm e n t ph o to  b y  m illard  berry

sa fe ty  for p atien ts and th e sta ff. A  
sep arate decontam ination  room  w ith  
its  ow n ex terior en tran ce is  a lso  part 
o f th e new  d ep artm en t

“W hen you com e to  th e ER, w e’re  
ready to  rock  and ro ll,” sa id  John  
C arg^ , traum a and em ergen cy  
room  coordinator. “W e h ave th e tool 
shop to  do th in gs r ig h t”

T he em ergen cy  departm ent re­
m ained open d m ln g  th e renovation  
and expansion . C argill d escrib ed  it 
a s “havin g som eone invad e your 
h ouse whUe you’re  s till liv in g  in  it .”

T he p roject w as d esign ed  to  pro­
v id e m ore sp ace iq  th e em ergen cy  
departm ent, in crease  th e e ffic ie n c y  
o f th e operation and red u ce th e  
am ount o f tim e p atien ts w ill spend  
th ere.

“F irst floor rea l e sta te  is  con sid ­
ered  v ery  im portant and w e took  
over a  b ig  chunk o f it,” C argill said. 
“T his p roject w as a ll about enhanc­
in g  serv ice .”

Many improvement

T he em ergen cy  departm ent pro­
je c t is  th e la te st in  a  long lin e  o f  
im provem ents at O akwood Annapo­
lis  H ospital, th e on ly  cer tified  L evel 
H I traum a cen ter  in  th e area. L ast 
fa ll, th e h osp ita l m ade th e sw itch  to  
an electro n ic  m ed ica l record s sy s­
tem . It a lso  has a  D a V inci rob otic  
sm g e ry  su ite , an ad vanced  card iac  
Catherization4ah,> open M RI, a ll digt-̂  > 
ta l advanced  cap ab ility  operating  
room s and endoscopy su ites, and  
p rivate, h otel-lik e b irth ing su ites.

Speaking on b eh a lf o f d ie  city , 
W ayne C ity C ouncilm an John Rlm e- 
sa  thanked Oakwood for its  “continu­
in g  com m itm ent to  the com muniW -” 

“To re in v est in  W ayne a t th is tim e  
is  trem endous,” h e said . “T h is m akes 
a p o sitiv e  im pact on th e com m unity.” 

A m ong th ose in  attendance w as 
W ajm e-W estland A ssistan t C hief- 
F ire M arshal John A dam s, w ho lik ed

th e flow  o f th e departm ent and th e  
th ou ghtfu ln ess that w ent into th e  
project.

“It’s  a ll about enhanced  serv ice  
and th is in crea ses th e e ffec tiv en ess  
o f our ser v ic e  and turnaround tim e,” 
h e said . “T his is  th e hosp ita l w e 
transport to  th e m ost.”

O akwood o ffic ia ls  are not on ly  
proud o f th e p roject, th ey ’r e  a lso  
proud it w as fin ish ed  on tim e and on 
b udget USin^ M ichigan products, 
M ichigan sta lled  tradesm en  and  
M ichigan b u sin esses.

“W e are v ery  proud to  b e ab le to 
p rovide th is le v e l o f  care to  th e com ­
m unity,” sa id  E ric M dner, d iv ision  
p resid en t o f Oakwood A nnapolis 
H o sp ita l “It is  a  world-^class fa c ility  
to  m atch  our w orld -class p h ysician s 
and sta ff.”

smason@hometownlife.com
313-222-6751
1\mtter: @SusanMarieMason

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month
Th e m ission  o f th e V^Uiam  

P. F aust P ublic L ibrary is  
to prom ote ed u cation  and  

life lo n g  learn in g, to  encourage  
p erson al enrichm ent, and to  
support a  vibrant quality  o f  
life  w ith in  our com muniW - You 
can help  u s fu lfill our m ission  
by u sin g  th e resou rces and  
ser v ic es  th e lib r a ^  p rovides.

S ep tem ber is  library card  
sign-up m onth. C elebrate the  
new  sch ool year b y  sign in g  up 
for a  lib rary  card. I f  you ’re  a  
W estland resid en t w ithout a 
lib rary  card, stop  b y  th e C ircu­
lation  D esk  to  r e n t e r . Ju st 
p resen t a  valid  M ichigan driv­
er’s  licen se  or S tate ID  show ­
in g  your nm ne and W estland  
address.

C hildren can  a lso  g e t a  li­
brary card, but anyone im der 
age 18 m ust b e accom panied  
by a parent or leg a l guardian  
to  do so. I f  you  don’t liv e  in  
W estland, you  are w elcom e to  
u se your library card  from  
your hom e library in  ord er to  
ch eck  out books, u se  th e com ­
puter, and tak e advantage o f a ll 
o f th e ser v ic es  w e offer.

H aving a lib rary  card  
m eans that you can  do m ore 
than ch eck  out books. In addi­
tion  to  free  books, eB ook s, and  
audio books, w e o ffer  m uch  
m ore. L og on to  oiur public  
com puters, includ ing a  m ulti- 
m edia station  equipped w ith  
photo and v id eo  ed itin g  so ft­
w are, or you  can  u se  your ow n  
d ev ice  w ith  our fr e e  M -F i. 
C heck out D V D s to  w atch  at 
hom e, or com e attend  our Fri­
day n igh t m ovies. W ant to  
learn  som eth in g new ? A ttend  
our com puter c la sses , pro­

gram s, or ask  a  librarian  how  
to  u se our databases.

T he lib rary  a lso  o ffers  a 
sen se  o f com m unity. Spend  
tim e w ith  oth ers w ho ^ v e  
sim ilar in terests and n eed s in  
our Job S eek ers Lab, W riting  
C lubs or B ook C lubs, or b ring  
your ch ildren  to  story  tim es  
and program s fo r  ch ildren .

I f  you  can ’t m ake it to  th e  
library, u se  your card from  
hom e to  search  our catalog, 
req u est books, dow nload  
eB ooks, and do research  from  

' our a rtic les databases.
I f  you  aren’t ev er  ab le to  

lea v e  hom e, ca ll and inquire 
about oiu: H om ebound D eliv ­
ery  serv ice  so  w e can  b rin g  th e  
library to  you.

I f  you  h ave a  question  you  
can  u se  our em ail, ques- 
tions@ w estlandlibrary.org or 
ch at w ith  re feren ce ser v ic es  to  
ask  q u estion s from  hom e, or 
you  can  a lw ays g iv e  us a  ca ll a t 
734-326-6123.

T he lib rary’s fa ll hours have 
now  started: 9 a.m . to  9 p.m . 
M onday-Thursday, 9 a.m . to  5 
p.m . Friday-Saturday and noon  
to  S p.m . and Sunday.

Highlighted Activities
W riters Workshop, 7 p.m . 

Sept. 5 , -  T he W riters Work­
shop critiq u es an ind ividual’s  
w ritin g  in  a  w orkshop settin g . 
A ll gen res accep ted  (fiction , 
poetry, m em oir, e tc .). We w ill 
te ll you  w hat is  w orking w ith  
your p iece , as weU a s w hat 
n eed s im provem ent. T he goal 
o f our group is  to  help  w riters 
g e t published . You m ust attend  
one sessio n  b efore your w rit­
in g  w ill b e rev iew ed . To reg is­
ter, v is it th e R eferen ce D esk , 
ca ll 734-326-6123 or sen d  an  
em ail to  andy.schuck@ w est- 
landlibrary.org. To read  about 
our w orkshops, ch eck  out our 
b log a t w esti^ d lib ra ry .o rg ( 
read/w orkshop

ESL (English as a Second 
Language) Class, 9:30-11:15 a.m . 
Sept. 6 -  G et help  p racticin g  
your E nglish  sk ills  in  a  c la ss­
room  settin g  w ith  a  con versa­
tion  em phasis taught b y  D iane 
and R ichard G oers. C lasses 
run from  through N ov. 8.
T here wiU b e no cU iss on Sept.
20. Students w ith  ch ildren  are 
w elcom e.

Friday Night Movies, 7 p.m . 
Sept. 6 -  Com e jo in  us as for  
som e o f b est recen tly  re leased  
D V D s a s part o f our Friday  
N igh t M ovies ser ie s. Tonight's 
m ovie, 42, is  about “th e life  
story  o f Jack ie R obinson and  
h is h istory-m aking sign in g  
w ith  th e B rooklyn D od gers 
under th e gu idance o f team  
ex ecu tiv e  B ranch R ick ey  
(im db.com ).” T his m ovie is  
rated PG-11 There will be 
tr iv ia  and p rizes, sn ack s and  
refresh m en ts. D oors open at 
6:30 p .m ., m ovie starts at 7 p.m .

THE PLACE TO B E ... noon to  3 
p.m . Saturday, Sept. 7 -  C ele­
b rate th e k ick -o ff o f our G eek  
th e L ibrary cam paign in  our 
C hildren’s  G arden w ith  m usic, 
cra fts, a  pentath lon  o f gam es, 
food  and m ore! Fun fo r  a ll 
a g es. S ee p osters created  ju st 
for our G eek  th e U b r a ^  cam ­
paign  b y  loca l ce leb r ities and  
com m u n i^  m em bers. H ear 
loca l m u sician s at our Open 
M ic. B e u p lifted  at th e end o f  
th e fe s tiv itie s  w ith  th e en er­
g e tic  rh ytlm is and dancing o f  
& e B ich in i B ia  C ongo Drum  
and D ance group. Support for  
th is ev en t provided  b y  th e  
F riends o f th e W estland Li­
brary, Toarm ina's P izza and  
B iggb y C offee. Ju st drop by  
and en joy  th e fun.

New Program for O iildren: 
Rhythm and Rock Time, 1:30-2 
p.m . Sept. 8 -  S ing, p lay  and  
m ove along w ith  your ch ild . 
Your little  on e’s  natural 
rhythm  w ill sh in e in  th is in ter­
a ctiv e  m u sic program  for ages
1-5 w ith  a  caregiver. T his pro­
gram  w ill b e conducted  every  
Sunday during Septem ber. Join  
u s for on, tw o, th ree or a ll four  
sessio n s. N o sign  up required .

Parenting Worhshop/Traln* 
ing: H ittin g  a H om e R un w ith  
School-A gers, 9:30 a.m . Sept. 9 
-  S tarfish  F am ily S erv ices’ 
E arly L earning C om m unities 
p resen ts a m onthly Parenting  
W orkshop/Early C hildhood  
Tl-aining a t th e W estland li­
brary. E ach m onth fo cu ses on a  
d ifferen t top ic fo r  parents, 
teachers and childcare provid­
ers. T his m onth’s  top ic is  “H it­
tin g  a  H om e R un w ith  School- 
ag ers.” Id eas fo r  a c tiv itie s and

m ateria ls to  support th e in­
terests  and developm ent o f 
sch ool aged  ch ildren . A ttend  
fiv e  w orkshops and your ch ild  
is  e lig ib le  to  re ce iv e  fr ee  books 
from  th e Im agination Library.
F ree ch ild care provided  for  
ch ildren  o f participants. R eg is­
ter  b y  going to  w estlandlibra- 
ry.org and c lick  on th e K id’s  
E ven ts tab or go to  w w w -great- 
startcon nect.com . W alk-ins 
accep ted , i f  sp ace allow s.

Job Seekers Lab, 11 a.m . to  1 
p.m . Ih esd ay , 5-8 p .m . W e d n e s -ii« »  
day and 1-4 p .m . F riday -  H ave  
a  q uestion  regard in g form at­
tin g  your resum e, settin g  up an  
e - m ^  account, a ttach in g your  
resum e to  an on lin e applica­
tion , search in g  for a  job , or any I 
oth er job-related  activ ity?  Stop  
b y th e library, w h ere com put­
ers are se t up sp ec ifica lly  for  
job  seek ers. A  librarian  w ill b e  
availab le to  h elp . D rop in . N o  
reservation  needed.

Chess Group, 7-8:45 p.m . 
T hursdays and 1-4 p.m . Sat- 
iu*days -  L ike to  p lay  ch ess?
W ant to  g et better? Com e to  
th e library and p lay  a couple o f  
gam es. B ring yoiu* ow n board  
or u se  one o f ours. N ov ices to  
C hess M asters are a ll w el­
com e. N o sign-up required .

C om puter C lo s e s  are o f­
fered  aU yea r long. T he lib rary  1 
a lso  o ffers  one-on-one com put­
er  c la sses . C all 734-326-6123. |

Information Central was compiled by 
Tara Scott, Adult Literacy Program ■
Coordinator. The William P. Faust 
Public Library is at 6123 Central City >
Parkway, Westland. For more |
information, call (734) 326-6123 or go 
online to westlandlibrary.org.

mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
mailto:ques-tions@westlandlibrary.org
mailto:ques-tions@westlandlibrary.org
mailto:andy.schuck@west-landlibrary.org
mailto:andy.schuck@west-landlibrary.org
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Hfficel V aughn l l v ^  Independen tly  a n d  still g e ts  a ro u n d  
ince o f  a  cane o r  w alker, h e r  n iece s a ^ .w ith o u t th e  cesistance o f  a  I

Livonia 
woman turns 

100 years old
H azel V aughn o f  L ivo­

n ia  ce leb ra ted  h er l(M)th 
birth day a t a  luncheon  
a tt^ d e d  b y  SS w ell- 
w ish ers A ug. 24 a t th e  
R iver B ank G olf C ourse 
in  South Lyon.

S he w as b o m  A ug. 28, 
1913, in  P rov id en ce, K y., 
th e  fou rth  o f  s ix  ch il­
dren.

She m oved  to  M c h i-  
gan  in  th e  1940’s  and  
w orked  in  th e  h ou se­
k eep in g  d epartm ent a t 
G arden C ity  H osp ital. 
She re tired  in  1 9 ^ . S he  
is  cu rren tly  a  resid en t a t 
B rash ear Ib w er in  L ivo­
n ia , w h ere sh e  liv e s  in ­

d ep en d en tly  and a tten d s 
N orth  R id ge C hurch in  
P lym outh  regu larly .

“A unt H azel” h ^  
nevm : b een  m arried  and  
has n o  ch ild reo , alth ough  
sh e h elp ed  to  ra ise  h er  
s ister ’s  tw in s a fter  h er  
s is te r  d ied . S he h as 
n ie ces and n ep h ew s o f  
fiv e  gen eration s, h er  
n ie ce , L il M obley o f  
P ly m o i^  said .

S he is  n ot su re w h at to  
attrib u te h er lo n g ev ity  
to , b u t “sh e  s till g e ts  
around w ith ou t th e  a ss is ­
tan ce o f  a  can e o r  w alk er  
— an  am azin g lady,” 
M obley said .

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Listings for th e  Community 
Calendar can be  m bm itted by 
e-mail a t  smason® home- 
townllfe.com. They abo  can be 
mailed to  Sue Mason a t  615 W. 
Lafayette - Second Level, 
Detroit, Ml 48226, o r f a ) ^  to  
her attention a t  313-223-3318. 
fo r more information, call
313:222-6751.\

UPCOMING
EVENTS
FREE CONCERT
Itm efD ate : 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 15.
Location: Prayer Baptist 
Church, 855 S. EdtMn, West- 
land.
D e ta lte  Brother Joe Hicks will 
perform s o n ^  he has written 
from  experiences with his 
service with Outcry Youth and 
Street Ministry a t  “Blankets 
and Boots," a  free concert 
food and fundraiser. Non- 
perishable food, toiletries, 
gently used clothing, shoes, 
blankets and m o n ^  may t e  
donated.
C ontact: Go online to  l^le-
joeandlisahlcks-outcrymi-
nIstiiK.com/contacLhtmt.

CROP FOR A CAUSE
n m e /D a te : 9 a.m. to  9 p.m. 
Saturday, S ep t 21.
Location: Scrappy Chic, 33509 
W. Eight Mile, Uvonla.
D e ta lte  The IBC (Inflammatory 
BreKt Cancer) Network Foun­
dation is holding a  12-hour crop 
e v en t featuring goodie bags, 
b reakfast lunch and dinner, 
snacks throughout th e  day, 
make 'n  take, chair m assage, 
electric chord a t  each table, 
50^0  raffle and Tricky Tray 
Auction. Preregistration is $35. 
C ontact: For m ore Informa­
tion, tall 248-426-9020.

FIRST FRIDAY FUNNIES
Tlm e/D ata: 9 p.m. Friday, S ep t
6.
L o a t i m :  Wayne Bowl Ban­
q uet Room, 36900 Michigan 
Ave, Wayne.
D etails: Big D o o l^  Jo k »  is th e  
host fo r an  evening of comedy, 
featuring Charlie N ew hart 
Jason Keacher, Mic Larry and 
Kevin Zeoli. Doors open a t  ,8 
p.m. Sounds will be by DJ 
KevyD. There also will b e  food 
and drink specials. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $15 a t  th e  
door. T h ^  are aw ilable a t  
Finishing Touch Hats and 
ao th ier, 35006 W. Michigan 
Ave., Wayne, o r a t  b ig d o o l^ o -  
kes.com.

CELIAC SUPPORT
Tlm e/D ate: 7 p.m. M o nd^ , 
S ep t 16.

L ocation: First Presbyterian 
Church, 20165 Farmington 
Road, Farmington.
D e ta lte  Tti County Celiac 
Support Group Is holding a 
general m a tin g . The doors 
Open a t 6:30 p.m., and the  
m eeting begins a t  7 p.m.

PRESCHOOL SIGNUPS
Tlm e/D ata: Ongoing. ' \ 
L ocation: Willow Creek Coop­
erative PrKdiool, 36660 Cherry 
Hill, in Westland.
D e ta lte  Willow Creek Prti- 
school Is enrolling for th e  
2013-2014 school year. Willow 
Creek offers p r^s^o o l classK 
for 4-year-old^ 3year-ol(b and 
a  to t  to  toddler class.
C o n ta c t  Ca»734-326tN}7S or 
go  online to  www.wdllowcreek- 
prKchool.com.
L ocation: W estland Free 
Methodist PrKchool, 1421S. 
Venoy, Westland.
D e ta lte  The W estland Free 
Methodist PrKchool is now 
enrolling fo r th e  2013-2014 
preschool year. Enroll now and 
save half off th e  enrollment 
fee, a  $25 savings value. The 
prKchoo! is a  tuition-based 
Chrbtian program th a t  offers 
classK fo r 3-4year-old children.
It offers a  them e-based curricu­
lum tau g h t by certified teach­
ers and indudK  all tiie  bKic 
preschool academic skills as 
well K  a  low child-teacher 
ratio, indoor gym and outdoor 
playground.
C o n ta c t  For more informa­
tion, to  schedule a  to u r or 
enroll, call 734-728-3559, visit 
www.preschool.livesare^ar^ 
ging.com or send an  email to  
wfmpreschool@yahoo.com.

WIDOWED MEN
T bne/D ate: 9 a.m. second and 
fourtii Thursdays o f th e  month. 
L ocation: Steve's Family Rk - 
taurant, 15800 MiddlebelL 
Livonia.
D e ta lte  The Men's Group of 
Widowed Friends, a  peer group 
of th e  Archdiocese of Detroit 
InvitK you to  m eet with other 
widowed men fo r breakfast 
Many topics are discussed, 
including those th a t  may t e  
pertinent to  your own situa­
tion. Also, ideK  are piK ented 
to  help you become Involved In 
th e  group's ac^ivitiK.
C o n ta c t  Call Dick a t  313-534- 
0399.

WIDOWED FRIENDS
Tbne/D ate: 2 3 0  p.m. S und^ , 
S ep t 15.
Locatiom  S t Kenneth Church, 
14951N. Haggerty, Plymouth. 
D e ta lte  Widowed men and 
wom en are invited to  celebrate 
Mass a t  2 3 0  p.m., followed by

fellovwhip and refiKhments. 
Join us in a  safe and friendly 
setting and learn about offler 
acUvitlK offered by Widowed 
Frienrb.
C m ita c t For m oreinfbrm ation 
regarding Mass, call Pat a t  
734-895-6246.

MOM TO MOM
Tbne/D ate: noon to  4  p.m. 
Saturday S ep t 21. i
Location: McKinley Coopera­
tive PrKchool, Inside S t John's 
Episcopal C h u ^ ,  555 S. Wayne 
Road,W Ktland 
D etails: Approximately 40 
tabiK , w ith a  big item area. 
There will be  concessions and a  
bake sale. Admission is $1 per 
person and strollers are al­
lowed.
C o n ta c t  A contract, if avail­
able for anyone th a t wants to  
rent an 8 - f ^  table fo r $20 a t 
w w w .m ckinl^rK chool.org/ 
mom2mom. For more In­
formation, send an email to  
Rebecca Lay a t  becca- 
new1027@yahoo.com with any 
quKtions.
Tbne/D ate: 9 a.m. to  2 p.m. 
Saturday, S ep t 28, early bird a t 
8 3 0  a.m.
Location: Garden City High 
School, 6500 MiddlebelL be­
tw een  Warren Road and Ford, 
Garden City
D e ta lte  There will 85,tablK, a 
large item area, concessions 
and a  bake sale a t  a  Mom to  
Mom sale a t  Garden City High 
School. Admission is $1, $2 for 
early birds. Use gymnKium 
enhance. Contract available on 
M2M website a t 
www.mom2momlistcom. 
C ontact: For more informa­
tion, send an email to  
gcmom2momsale@hot- 
mall.com or call 734-277-0791.

BOWUNG BENEFIT
Tbne/Dato: 1230-3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, O ct 5 (check in starts 
a t  noon).
Location: Town and Country 
Lan K , 1100 S. Wayne Road, 
Westland.
D e ta lte  $12 per bowler (any 
age welcome to  t»w l) indudK  
tw o gam K  of bowling, shoe 
rental and pbza and pop.
Raffle tickets will b e  on  sale for 
over 50 local business p rizK  
arid baskets, Any regteered 
bowler th a t is 5 years old or 
younger will be  entered into a 
°klcb raffle* fo r free.
C ontact: Registratipn form 
available online a t  mckin- 
leypreschool.org/fundralslng- 
Information. T h ^  can be 
emailed to  Rebecca Lay a t 
beccanew1027@yahoo.com.
Call her a t  734-776-7741 for 
more Information.

FALL CRAFT 
SHOWS T 
ST. THEODORE
Ttane/Data: 9 a in . to  3 p m ,  
Saturday, O c t 12.
Location: S t  Theodore's 
Parbh, 8200 Wayne Road, 
Westland.
D e ta lte  S t  TheM ore^ Confra­
ternity o f Christian Women Is 
looking fo r craf^ers for its Fall 
Q a ft Show. There are 70 tabtes 
available a t  a  r o ^  of $25 each. 
No vendors please.
C ontact: Mary a t  734425-4421 
vm»10.

PERRINVILLE
Tbne/D ate: 9 a.m. to  3 p.m. 
Saturday, O ct 12.
L ocation: Perrirtville Early 
Childhood Center, 2B20\ Lyn­
don, Livonia.
D e ta lte  Crafters are being 
sought fo r th e  Perrinville Early 
Childhood Center's fourth 
annual Craft/Veridor Show. 
C ontact: B rendj a t  
vvjob2000@amerftedi.net

ST. JOHN'S
Ttane/Itate: Saturday, O ct 13. 
Location: S t  Jofjn's Epteopal 
Oiurch, 555 S Wayne Road, 
WKtIand.
D e ta lte  S t  John's hK  table 
available for craft salK  a t  its 
Fall Festival f o r c r ^ s a lK f o r  
$25. Anyone intelK ted In 
renting a  table can call th e  
church a t  734-721-5023 or 
Sharon Scott a t  734-722-4651.

FORSENI0 RS
FRIENDSHIP CENTER
Location; 1119 N̂  Newburgh, 
Westland.
D e ta lte  The Seniw ResourcK 
Departm ent Friendship Center- 
offers a  variety of programs. 
C o n ta c t  734-722-7632, 
www.d.wKtland,mi.u5.

DYERCENTEk
Location: 36745 M arquette, 
betw een Wayne Road and 
Marquette, WKtIand.
D e ta lte  Offers activitiK Mon- 
day-Friday a t  th e  Writer. 
C o n ta c t 734419-2020. 

SENIOR FITNESS 
Location: Maplewood Senior 
Center, Mapleworid west o f 
Merriman, Garderi City. 
D etails: The Senior Fitness 
Room is avaiiabie to  those age 
50 and oider. There's an  annual 
membership Is $5$ per year or 
g e t a  dally pass for $1. Sailor 
aerobic cIk s k  are  held 8:45- 
9:45 a.m. TuKday end Thurs­
day. Drop in fo r $3 per d ty . 
C o n ta c t 734-793-1870.
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Breweries M  Beers
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Atwater Blocktoberfest 
Atwater Blaeberry Cobbler 
Atwater Hopj^eal 
Shorts Aatunm Ale 
Shorts Noble Chaos 
Liberty Street Panldii Pie 
Liberty Oktoberfest 
Liberty Bell Blonde 
Liberty Amber Waves 
Green Bush Unicom Killer 
Green Bush Memento Mori 
Green Bush Dunegras 
Hofbrau Oktoberfest 
Ayinger Oktoberfest 
Southern Tier Pumking 
Lagunitas IPA 
Lagunitas Lucky 13 
Sam Oktoberfest 
Sam Adams Fat Jack 
Leinie’s Oktoberfest 
Blue Moon Pumpkin 
Griflfins Claw Screaming Pumpkin 
Saugatuck Bonfire Brown 
Angry Orchard 
Bell’s Oktoberfest

BdTs Best Brown 
Bell’s Cherry Stout 
Bell’s Quinannan Falls 
Mt. Pleasant Brewing Oktoberfest 
Harpoon Brewery UFO Pumpkin 
Harpoon Brewery Oktoberfest 
Shipyard Smashed Pumpk^ 
Johnny Rails Pumpkin Ale 
South Hampton Pumpkin 
South Hampton Oktoberfest 
Weihenstephaner Oktoberfest 
New Holland Ichabod 
Arcadia Jaw Jacker 
Spaten Oktoberfest 
Frankenmuth Oktoberfest 
Great Lakes Oktoberfest 
Shiner Oktoberfest 
Rochester Mills Oktoberfest 
Becks Oktoberfest 
Shock Top Oktoberfest 
Sierra Nevada Flipside 
Goose Island Harvest Ale 
New Belgium Pumpkick 
Woodchuck Fall Seasonal C}der 
Magic Hat Seance

1
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■ Bring
enthusiasm

to  all that
yo u  do

Today’s food  for  
thought is  insp ired  
by U rsu la  B u m s, 

Chairm an & CEO o f 
X erox C orporation, 
w hom  I heard s p e ^  at 
a  D etro it E conom ic 
Club m eetin g. W hen 
ask ed  b y an audience  
m em ber how  to  b ecom e  
as su ccessfu l a s M s. 
B u m s, sh e said: “Find  
som ething th at you  lo v e  
and w ork really , rea lly  
hard to  do it  w e ll.”

W hen w e’re  p assion ­
a te about th e w ork w e  
do, w e crea te b etter  
resu lts, w e’re  m ore 
fu lfilled , and u ltim ately  
m ore su ccessfu l. M ost 
im portantly, M s. B u m s 
rem inded u s that su c­
c e ss  isn ’t a ll about dol­
la rs and perk s. It’s  
about en joyin g  a fu lfill­
in g  life . T he w ork  
doesn’t  h ave to  b e glam ­
orous in  order for u s to  
put our h eart into it. 
E very job can  b e done 
w ith  enthusiasm  and  
great su ccess.

I heard a v ery  touch­
in g  exam ple in  a  con­
version  on th e radio  
betw edn tw o N ew  York 
C ity san itation  w orkers. 
T hey w ere ta lk in g  p as­
sion ately  about clearin g  
14 ton s o f garbage from  
th e c ity  stree ts each  
day. I G oogled and  
found a  Hide so you  can  
hear them  b y dow nload­
in g  th is audio f ile  http:// 
b it.ly /cv ly9d . I f  th ey  
can  bring su ch  en th u si­
asm  to  th eir w ork, w e 
can too.

W ishing you great 
su ccess!

C larity
P.S. W hat if  th e job  

you ’re  doing righ t now  
isn ’t your dream  job? In  
th e w ords o f C rosby  
S tills N ash , “I f  you  can’t  
b e w ith  th e one you  
lo v e, lo v e  th e on e you’re  
w ith .”

P.P.S. “T he kind o f  
com m itm ent I find  
am ong th e b est per­
form ers across v irtu ­
a lly  ev ery  fie ld  is  a 
single-m inded  p assion  
fo r  w hat th ey  do, an 
unw avering d esire  for  
ex ce llen ce  in  th e w ay  
th ey  th ink  and th e w ay  
th ey  w ork.”

Jim  Collins
A u th o r

P.P.S. You can  help  
spread th e su nsh ine b y  
forw arding Sunny  
N otes or in v itin g  oth ers 
to  su b scrib e at 
w w w JoinSunnyN o- 
tes.com .

Clarity Patton Newhovse 
is president o f Sunny Media 
Group Inc., located a t 39209 
Six Mile, Suite 165, Livonia. 

She writes "A Sunny Note" to 
brighten the day with 

en co u ra ^g  insights for 
business and life. "A Sunny 

Note" also is published 
online a t ASunnyNote.com  

fo r readers across America 
and beyond. To reach her 
call (734) 8SS-4728 or find  

her on Facebook a t 
wwwfacebook.com/ 

sunnynotes.

Louis Piszker (left), CEO o f  W ayne M etro  C om m unity A ction A gency, jo ins 
m em bers o f  th e  m arke ting  d e p a rtm e n t a t  DTE d u ring  a  pa in ting  p ro jec t a t  S t  
A lbert th e  G reat Catholic Schiw l, o n e  o f  W ayne M etro 's 10 early  childhood  cen te rs.

V o l u n t e e r s

i m p o r t a n t  t o  

W a y n e  M e t r o  w o r k  

D. u r in g a tim e  
I w h en  m ost gov ­

ernm ent-funded  
organ ization s are fe e l­
in g  th e  sq u eeze from  
b u d get cu ts su ch  as  
fed era l seq u estration , 
ind ividu al g ifts  slow ­
in g  dow n and fu n d rais­
in g  ev en t a tten d an ce  
d ecreasin g , on e W ayne 
C ounty se r v ic e  organ i­
zation  h as fou n d  a  
treasu re tro v e in  hu­
m an cap ita l a s a  w ay to  
do m ore w ith  le ss .

W ayne M etro (Com­
m u n ity  A ction  A gen cy  
is  lean in g  on  volun- 
teer ism  to  g e t th e  
w ork done.

In  recen t m onths 
in d iv id u als, com m uni­
ty  groups and corpo­
rate p artn ers h ave  
step p ed  up to  accom ­
p lish  g rea t th in gs.
PNC B ank, D TE E ner­
gy, A m eriC orps V IS­
TA, th e a g en cy ’s  R e-

DTE em ployees 
he lped  p a in t th e  en tire  
ch ildhood  cen te r fo r 
W ayne M etro.

W h at do  you w a n t to  do today?
When It comes to our residents, we* re determined to 
discover what m ik ti them tiek, then deliver it. Take the 
Chef Chaltenge for ekahipl©. Our residents wanted to 
iam ple and vote for their favorite dishes and we made It 
happen. What else Is possible? Start creating moments to 
eherlsh for a t}feiimi.,.Call us today!

Westland Hunter 
(7341732-46S8
3S700 Hunter Ave 
W estland, M l 48185

Livonia
(734) 666-0835
11525 Farm ington Rd 
Livonia, M l 48160

WaatiandJoy 
(734) 274«4766
39201 Joy Rd 
W estland, M l 48185 M e a n
W estland Vsnoy 
(7 3 4 )7 3 2 -4 3 5 9
iseovenoyfid 
Westland. Ml 48186
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amerleanheuse.com

gion al A d visory  
C ouncils, B oard o f  
D irecto rs, con cern ed  
p aren ts, c iv ic  and  
p o litica l lea d ers and  
oU ier ser v ic e  p rovid­
ers h ave g iv en  m ore 
than  10,000 hours o f  
tim e. W ith an aver­
a g e  fu ll-tim e s ta ff  
p erson  m aking an  
annual sa lary  o f  
$30,000 p er year, th e  
a g en cy  b e liev es it  
h as b en efited  from  
$144,230 in  donated  
tim e and se r v ic es .

“Our vo lu n teers  
are h elp in g  to  keep  
th e sa fe ty  n et in  our 
com m unity in ta ct,” 
W ajm e M etro (3EO 
L ouis P iszk er said. 
“Our m ost vu ln er­
a b le  c itizen s, in ­
clu d in g  sen io rs and  
fa m ilies w ith  ch il­
dren, depend on  u s  
and d ie se  unpaid  
m an h ours f ill  a  gap  
so  th at w e don’t h ave  
to  turn  p eop le aw ay.”

In addition  to  th e  
m an hours, th e agen ­
c y ’s  unpaid w ork­
fo r ce  is  elim in atin g  
la rg e ex p en ses from  
th e organ ization ’s  
b ud get. V olunteers 
from  D T E ’s  M arket­
in g  D epartm en t 
h elp ed  to  p ain t an  
en tire  ea r ly  ch ild ­
hood cen ter  ea r lier  
th is m onth.

T heir elb ow  
g rea se  h elp ed  to  
p u rge a  $10,000 e x ­
p en se  th e agen cy  
w ould h ave incurred  
fo r  a  con tractor to  do 
th e w ork. T he m oney  
w ill in stead  b e  u sed  
tow ard th e p u rch ase  
o f n ew  tech nology, 
ev e n ts fo r  p aren ts 
and n ew  S cien ce, 
T echnology, E ngi­
n eer in g  and M ath  
(STEM ) b ased  pro­
gram  su p p lies and  
m ateria ls.

DTE E nergy, a lso  a  
m ajor sp onsor o f  
W ayne M etro’s annual 
W alk fo r  W arm th, has 
p articip ated  in  sev era l 
agen cy  vo lu n teer pro­
je c ts . On Friday, A ug. 
2, D'TE’s  M arketing  
D epartm en t k ick ed  o f  
a p ain tin g  p ro ject at 
St. A lb ert tihe G reat 
C atholic S chool, on e o f  
W ayne M etro’s 10 
early  ch ildhood cen ­
ters. T he team  p u t in  a 
to ta l o f 45 horn's o f  
tim e.

In  addition  to  th e  
h ours o f v o lu n teer  
labor, th e  a g en cy  can  
u se  th ose hours tow ard  
a  fed erally-m an dated  
in-kind m atch  and are  
in  th e  running to  re ­
c e iv e  a  $1,500 cash  
grant from  th e  D TE  
Foundation.

The corporate 
team

» PNC B an k -  
W ayne M etro and  
PNC B ank recen tly  
form ed  a  long-term  
p artn ersh ip  tlu'ough  
th e com pany’s  G row  
U p G reat in itia tiv e . 
T hrough th e pro­
gram , PNC em ploy­
e e s  can  spend  up to  
40 h ours p er year  
during w orking  
hours to  support 
lo ca l ear ly  learn in g  
and liter a cy  p ro ­
je c ts .

» D TE E n erg y -

National groups
» A m eriC orps V IS- 

T A s-V IS T A s (V olun­
teers in  S erv ice  to  
A m e^ ca) p rov id es  
op portu n ities fo r  com ­
m unity organ ization s 
to  crea te , d evelop  and  
stren gth en  in itia tiv es  
th at fo cu s on econ om ic  
opportunity, h ea lth y  
fu tu res a n ^ o r ed u ca­
tion .

W ayne M etro has 
b een  se lec ted  b y  th e  
C orporation o f N ation­
a l apd C om m unity 
S erv ice  (CNCS) to  
ser v e  a s an  in term ed i­
ary organ ization  p lac­
in g  se r v ic e  p artici­
p ants w ith  o th er or- 
ganiim tions, referred  
to  as! “H ost S ites.”

Wiayne M etro u tiliz ­
e s  V ISTA s in  depart­
m en ts throughout th e  
agen cy, in clu d in g  nu- 
triti(|n , hum an re- 
so iu ’c e s , ta x  prep­
aration , h ou sin g coun­
se lin g , fin an cia l ser ­
v ic e s  and H ead Start.

“T he en erg y  o f  
th ese  extraord inary  
groups and ind ividu als 
is  con tagiou s and has 
en rich ed  th e cu ltu re  
h ere a t W ayne M etro  
sig n ifica n tly ,” P iszk er  
said . “W e are thankful 
to  a ll o f  th em  fo r  h elp ­
in g  to  support u s, 
ch oosin g  to  liv e  out 
oiu* m issio n  and en ­
ab lin g ou r cU ents to  
liv e  ou t th eir  ow n p er­
son al m issio n s.”

W ayne M etropolitan  
C om m unity A ction  
A gen cy  is  th e Com m u­
n ity  A ction  A gen cy  
serv in g  a ll o f W ayne 
County, in clu d in g  th e  
c ity  o f D etro it.

Its  m ission  is  to  
em pow er low -in com e  
p eop le and stren gth en  
com m u nities through  
d iv erse  ser v ic e s , lead ­
ersh ip  and collabora­
tion.

W ayne M etro has 
m ore than  20 s ite s  in  
W ayne County, in­
clu d in g  C om m unity 
S erv ice  C enters at 
32715 D orsey, W est- 
land, and 5904 M iddle- 
b elt, G arden City.

For m ore inform a­
tion , ca ll (734) 246- 
2280.

The next 
wave of new 

phones
Jon

GunrnUa

TECH
SAVVY

Som e w eeks I f ^ l  like  
th is colum n is  ju st like a  
T-Mobile com m ercial 
The second I w rite about 

w hat new  phone to buy, there 
are 10 m ore bigger, better  
faster phones on th e m arket. 
T his w eek  is  no d ifferen t as 
the rum or m ill about A pple’s  
new  iPhones is  p icking up 
steam .

In A ugust, m ashable.com  
reported there m ay be high- 
priced  and low -priced options 
o f th e popular phone. The 
high-end version  m ay even  
com e in  a  gold or c h ^ p a ^ e  
color and feature fingerprint 
scanning (as if  typ ing in  a 
passcode w asn’t annoying 
enough).

E ven if  you aren’t  interest­
ed  in  th e new  iPhones or the  
Sam sung G alaxy 4  and new  
B lackberrys that Tve w ritten  
about th is summer; you m ight 
b e interested  in  a few  o f the 
le sser  known sm artphones.

One o f the m ost exciting  
new  phones is  th e D roid Ul­
tra, w hich I w as able to  test 
courtesy o f Verizon W ireless. 
The D roid U ltra is  possib ly  
the thinnest, y et m ost d u r ^ le  
phone a v a iM le . It is  7.18 m m  
th ick  but reinforced  w ith  a  
G orilla G lass Screen  and 
K evlar. Don’t know w hat that 
m eans? W ell, it is  thinner 
than you can im agine and 
won’t break w hen you con­
stantly drop it.

The U ltra a lso  has a slew  
o f unique features that you  
w ill probably n ever u se, but 
are cool to  brag about any­
way. F irst, the U ltra can oper­
ate in  100 percent hands-free 
m ode using voice-recog­
nition. I f  your phone is  sitting  
on th e table, you can say  
“D roid, call hom e,” and it 
w ill U nlike other popular 
phones, the U ltra’s voice- 
recognition system  can  
launch apps too.

The U ltra also has 1080p 
video capabilities (not a ll 
phones do), a 10 m egapixel 
cam era, and a fiv e  inch LCD 
HD tou c^ creen . For $199 
w ith a tw o-year activation, 
you could do a  lot w orse.

Verizpn is  also selling the 
Sam sung ATIV for free  w ith  
a  tw o -y e^  agreem ent. The 
phone r u ^  on W indows’ 
tile-basei|l system , w hich is  
actually pretty fun and easy  
once you] get used to  it. It has 
an 8 m egapixel cam era and a  
4.8 inch AMOLED display. 
(AMOLED is  fancy for “real­
ly  good (Quality”).

The A [nV  doesn’t have 
processing speeds as solid  as 
th e U ltra, or say, th e iPhone, 
but it d o ^  have som e n ice  
capabilities such as th e cam ­
era for a user who doesn’t 
need a ll th e extras.

Earlier th is sum m er I 
w rote about T-M obile’s new  
contract-free plans and how  
th ey b en efit consum ers. 
AT&T has jum ped on the 
bandwagon and im plem ented  
a  serv ice m eant to  challenge 
T-M obile -  excep t their ver­
sion is  reaUy crum my.

W hile AT&T’s  new  plan  
allow s users to get a  new  
phone or tablet every  year 
w idiout upgrade fe es  or acti­
vation fees, the m oney 
doesn’t m ake sen se. U sers 
are required to  finance the 
phone or tablet for 20 m onths 
to b e eUg& le for th is pro­
gram . So after 12 m onths, you  
can get a new  phone, but you  
still are paying for th e old  
one for eig^ t m onths after  
upgrading.

E ssentially, under AT&T’s 
new  plan you w ill alw ays be 
paying for tw o phones at 
once, w hich is  pretty m uch  
th e m ost AT&T thing ever.

N ot interested  in  the  
iPhone? T here are still p lenty  
o f other phones in  stores such  
as th e W id o w s ATIV and tiie  
D roid Ultra. I tested  both o f 
them  courtesy o f Verizon 
V ^ eless . The \W ndows ATIV  
is  an interesting phone be­
cause o f its  tile-based  oper­
ating system  on \^ ^ d ow s 8. It 
also  has a great price point 
w hich is  som etim es even  free  
through Verizon w ith a  two- 
year agreem ent

Jon  Gunnells is a freelance writer 
and social media planner. Email 
jonathan.gunnells@gmail.com..
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Special T-shirts lighten 
burden o f tiny patients

By Diane Gale Andreassi
staff W riter

W hen A m anda H oldsw orth  
learned  h er 18-m onth-old 
daughter had a  b irth  d efect, 
sh e need ed  som ething to  keep  
her m ind aw ay from  tiie  con­
stan t w orrying. She d iscovered  
som ething that helped  A very . 
and cou ld  do th e sam e for other 
patien ts.

D octors rea lized  A very  
hadn’t  gained  w eigh t betw een  
h er 15- and 18-m onth w ell ch ild  
check-up in  A pril. Am anda and  
D oug H oldsw orth o f Soutfi 
Lyon w ere told  th eir daughter 
had a  h eart m urm ur and w ere  
sen t to  M ott’s C hildren’s H ospi­
ta l w h ere doctors d iscovered  
A very h ad  m ultip le h o les in  her 
heart, a  congenitEil h eart condi­
tion  ca lled , atrial sep ta l d efect. 
Surgery w ould Hx th e problem .

“It cam e as quite a  shock ,” 
said  A m anda, w ho w orks fu ll 
tim e a s a  m arketing m anager 
fo r  th e b u sin ess engagem ent 
cen ter at th e U n iversity  o f  
M ichigan.

“We w ere told  that sh e  
w ould n eed  to have open h eart 
su rgery w ith in  a  m onth to  c lo se  
th e h oles and re liev e  th e p res­
su res on h er tin y system ,” 
Am anda said. “We w ere floored  
and devastated . We had no idea  
w hat to  do or think. Pm  one o f 
th ose p eop le that w hen I’m  
stressed  I have to  clean  or keep  
m y se lf busy.”

She grabbed a  p air o f sc is ­
sors and starting cu ttin g  up the  
front o f A very’s sh irts, added  
som e fan cy  ribbon and a  few  
snaps. T he open front sh irts 
gave doctors and n u rses ea sy  
a ccess to  A very’s su rgica l site. 
B y accid en t, her lin e  o f hospi­
ta l sh irts, Peak-A -Boo-Boo, w as 
bom .

A very’s  back w as covered  
and a t lea st “sh e could  b e co­
zy,” Am anda said  adding that 
hospital w orkers and parents 
o f oth er young h eart p atien ts 
started  ask in g about th e sh irts 
and w here th ey could  buy  
them .

Easy access
Am anda has sold  som e P eek- 

A-Boo-Boo sh irts on line, sh e  
said, but m ore im portantly  
sh e’s  hoping to earn a $500 
grant to  cover m aterial co sts  
and a llow  her to  donate sh irts 
to  other p atien ts. She is  a  fin a l­
is t  in  th e PNC N eighborhood

A very H oldsw orth 's m om  replaced h e r  hosp ita l g o w n  w ith  a  T-shirt 
th a t  o p en s  in th e  f r o n t

W ish L ist C on test Go to  Face- 
book, lik e PNC and look for a  
tab that says. N eighborhood  
VWsh L ist, v o te  fo r  H eal-A -Boo- 
Boo. T he con test continues 
through Sept. 16.

“T he $500 grant w ould g ive  
m e th e funds to  create m ore 
than SO se ts  o f Peek-A -Boo-Boo 
sh irts and legw arm ers for  
ch ildren  undergoing m edical 
treatm ent,” Am anda said. “In 
order to  rece iv e  th e H eel-a- 
Boo-Boo grant, I  n eed  to  get 
500 ‘lik es’ on m y p roject,” 
T here are 99 other p rojects 
e lig ib le  for grants, and each  
p roject sponsor has to  receiv e  
± e  en tire 500 lik es to  g et a  
$500 check.

T he average sh irt costs 
about $8 for su p p lies and the 
$500 w ould go tow ard m aking  
55 sh irts. Am anda said  that 
w ould lea v e  h er w ith  $60 le ft 
over to purchase 30 se ts  o f 
legw arm ers. She said  sh e p lans 
on donating 25 se ts  o f legw arm ­
ers from  her stock , as w ell as 
m atching hair bow s or flow ers 
fo r  an y g ir l w ho re ce iv es a  
Peek-A -Boo-Boo package.

S eein g  p atien ts, esp ecia lly

young on es, in  co lorfu l T -shirts 
as opposed to  hospital gow ns is  
upliM ng, sh e added.

“It’s  a  m ental th ing and it 
m akes you fe e l a  little  b etter  
about see in g  them  lik e  that,” 
sh e said.

“S eein g  our A very in  a  fan cy  
T -shirt m ade us op tim istic that 
everyth in g  w as going to  b e  
OK.”

Business plan
Am anda said  sh e recen tly  

put togeth er a  b u sin ess plan to  
se ll th e  Peek-A -Boo-Boo sh irts 
to hospitals.

“H alf o f m y h eart sa y s I 
w ant to  se ll them  a t h osp ita ls 
and th e other h a lf is , I th ink I 
can do som e good w ith  th is,” 
sh e said , adding that w hen  
A very cam e out o f su rgery  sh e  
w as g iven  a  fle e c e  b la ^ e t  and 
a  tedd y bear rattle and th e  
sm all gestu res o f k indness 
m ade A yery’s  fam ily  fe e l b e t- ' 
ter. ■ f' i ./

M eanw hile, A very’s recov­
ery  is  going w ell.

dandreassi@hometownlife.com 
248-437-2011, ext 262

Wayne libraijy 
part of Big Green 

Gym prograrfi
T he W ayne P u b lic L ibrary  

w ould lik e  to  rem ind  r e s i­
d en ts th at w h ile sum m er  
m ay b e  en d in g soon, it ’s  not 
too la te  to  tak e ad vantage o f  
th e great outdoors. A s a  par­
ticip a tin g  lib rary  in  th e  M I 

, B ig  G reen  G ym  program , 
lib rary  u sers can  ch eck  out a  
fr e e  one-day p a ss p rovid in g  
ad m ission  in to  any sta te  
parl^ a s w e ll a s se le c t com ­
m unity r ^ r e a tio n  cen ters.

M I B ig  G reen  G3m i is  a  
unique partn ersh ip  b etw een  
th e M ich igan  D epartm en t o f  
N atural R esou rces, th e M ich­
igan  R ecreation  and P ark  
A issociation and B lu e C ross 
B lu e S h ield  o f M ichigan. T he 
program  is  d esign ed  to  pro­
m ote ov era ll w ell-b ein g  and a  
h ealth y  life s ty le  through u se  
o f parks and recrea tion  fa c il­
itie s . It en cou rages resid en ts  
to  g et h ealth y  a s M ichigan  
rea lly  is  a  b ig  green  gym , 
w ith  en d less op portu n ities to  
g e t active .

“A t B lu e C ross B lu e Shield  
o f M ichigan, w e im derstand  
th e  p ow erfu l b en efits  th at 
p h y sica l a c tiv ity  can  h ave on  
an ind ividu al’s h ea lth  and  
quality o f life ,” said  B rid get 
H urd,'d irector o f C onununity  
R esp on sib ility  o f B lu e C ross 
B lu e S h ield  o f M ichigan.

P a sses are va lid  fo r  sev en  
d ays a fter  ch eckou t, but can  
b e u sed  on  on e day only. T hey  
can  b e found  o ff  o f th e  m ain  
lobby o f th e  library. Patrons 
are ask ed  to  b rin g  th e p a ss to  
th e fron t d esk  fo r  checkout, 
and a lib rary  card  w ill b e  
required .

T he program  en d s O ct. 1, 
so  th ere’s s till tim e to  take  
advantage o f th is fr e e  pro­
gram . F or m ore inform ation , 
and a com p lete lis t  o f p artic i­
p atin g  fa c ilitie s , v is it  th e  M I 
B ig  G reen G ym  w eb site  at 
m rpaonline.org/P rogram s/ 
M i-B ig-G reen-G ym .
UPCOMING EVENTS

TAG! M eeting, 6-7 p.m . 
W ednesday, Sept. 18 -  AH 
teen s a g e  12-18 are w elcom e  
to  jo in  A e  T een A d visory  
Group. W e’ll d iscu ss ev en ts  
th ey  w ould lik e  to  se e  a t th e  
library, p rep are books fo r  Hie 
T een B l& d B ook D ate, en joy  
sn ack s, and learn  m ore about 
th eir story  w ritin g  ch allen ge!

"G reen" Cleaning, 6:30 
p.m . Tuesday, Sept. 24 -  Join  
u s a s B ronw en G ates sh ares 
in form ation  about creatin g  
clean in g  p rod ucts that are  
sa fe  fo r  you  and th e  en viron ­
m ent. L e ^  how  “going  
green ” can  ben efitjboth  you  
and th e  p lan et. A  $j. fe e  is  
req u ired  to  atten d  th is pro­
gram .

Fam ily Fun S to ^ m e , fo r
ch ild ren  up to  a g e  5 -  R eg is­
tration  b eg in s TUeSday, Sept. 
10, fo r  th e m u lti-age story  
tim e fo r  th e w h ole ifamily. 
Join  u s fo r  sto r ies, rh ym es, 
m ovem ent, and c r ^ ts  in ­
tend ed  to  en gage cM d ren  
and ca reg iv ers o f  a ll a g es. A n  
adult ca reg iv er  m u st rem ain  
w ith  th e  ch ild  during th e  
en tire  program . A pproxi­
m ately  45 m in u tes long. S ign  
up fo r  e ith er B iesd a y  m orn­
in g s or W ednesday even in gs. 
T im e and d ates a re  10:30 a.m . 
liie sd a y s . Sept. 24 m d  O cto­
b er 1 ,8 ,1 5 ,2 2  and 29, and 6 
p.m . W ednesdays, Sept. 25, 
and O ct. 2 and 9.

O illle r W ednesdays, Nan­
kin A rea Reads, 6-7 p.m . 
W ednesdays -  T he G ankin  
A rea ce leb ra tes thq Jonathan  
R and “ChiUer” serib s O ct. 
14-Nov. 14. C hildren a g es 9  
y ea rs old  and up th at w ould  
lik e  to  p articip ate in  cra fts, 
gam es, read  a-loud^ and fu n  
are w elcom e to  sign  up.

T he p articip atin g  lib raries 
a re W ayne, G arden City, 
L ivonia C ivic Center, and  
D earborn H eigh ts. E ach . 
p articip atin g  U b ra ^  w ill 
o ffe r  a c tiv itie s  a d ifferen t 
n igh t o f  th e w eek . T he pro­
gram  con clu d es NoV. 14 a t 
tile  L ivonia C iv ic C bnter w ith  
a v is it  from  J o n a th w  R and  
h im self. T ick ets a re  availably  
to  th o se  w ho p articm ate in  
th e  W ayne P u b lic L ibrary’s  
program .

T he se r ie s  in clu d es S in is­
te r  S p id ers O ct. 23, N ew  York 
N in jas O ct. 30, F og Phantom s 
N ov. 6, Iron In sects Nov.
R and a t L ivonia C ivic C enter 
N ov. 14.

Wayne information Cenirai was 
compiled by John MacDc^nald o f  th e  
staff o f die Wayne Public Library.
The library is a t37375. Wayne Road, 
Wayne. For more inform ^on, call 
734-721-7832 or visit wame.lib.ml.us.

Place your garage sale ad with 
Observer & Eccentric Media!

M’s  asCE S « « III
Now is the time to clean out those closets, basements and garages.

T U R N  Y O U R  O L D  IT E M S  IN T O  N E W  C A S H !

- .  I

Call NOW... 1 .1 0 0 .5 1 9 .7 3 5 5  for your Garage Sale Kit TODAY! 9 “™  ̂
148360 A GANNETT COMPANY

mailto:dandreassi@hometownlife.com
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ON O ur fu n d am en ta l purposes a re  to  enhance  
th e  lives o f o u r readers, n u rtu re  th e  
hom etow ns w e  serve an d  con tribu te  
-to th e  business success o f  o u r custom ers.

OUR VIEWS

count: Slow down, 
be safe while driving

N ow  th at sch oo l h as started  fo r  m ost area  stu ­
d en ts, w e  en cou rage m otorists to  w atch  ou t fo r  
you ng p ed estrian s.

C rash es in vo lv in g  v e h ic le s  and p ed estr ian s  
m ake up le s s  than 1 p ercen t o f to ta l cra sh es, b u t fa ­
ta litie s  in vo lv in g  p ed estr ia n s m ak e up  n ea rly  22  
p ercen t o f  a ll fa ta litie s, accord in g  to  th e  S ou th east 
M ichigan  C ouncil o f  G overnm ents.

A n d p ed estrian  a cc id en ts are on  th e  r ise  in  sou th ­
e a st M ichigan, a s m ore p eop le a re  w alk in g  a s p art o f  
a  h ea lth y  life s ty le , SEM COG rep orts.

K eep  in  m ind th at ch ild ren  a re o ften  d istra cted  or  
a re unab le to  a ccu ra tely  ju d g e tr a ffic  situ ation s  
w h ile on th e ir  w ay to  and from  tibie b u s stop  or sch ool.

M otorists should:
» W atch fo r  p ed estr ia n s a t a ll tim e s and a lw ays  

b e prep ared  to  stop  fo r  th em .
» B efo re  m aking a  turn , look  in  a ll d irectio n s fo r  

p ed estr ian s crossin g .
»  K eep  th e  w in d sh ield  c lea n  and h ead ligh ts on.
» S to p  or y ie ld  to  p ed estr ia n s a t crossw a lk s, 

w h eth er m arked or unm arked.
» N ev er  p ass/overtak e a  v e h ic le  th at is  stop p ed  

fo r  p ed estrian s.
» O bey sp eed  lim its  in  sch oo l zon es. T hey a re in  

p la ce to  sa v e  liv e s . A ccord in g  to  th e  A A A  Founda­
tion  fo r  lir a ff ic  S afety , a  p ed estrian  stru ck  b y  a  v eh i­
c le  go in g  25 m ph is  n early  tw o-th ird s le s s  lik e ly  to  b e  
k illed  a s com pared to  a  p ed estr ian  stru ck  b y  a  v eh i­
c le  tra v elin g  35 m ph.

M otorists should  a lso  learn  and ob ey  th e  sch oo l 
b us law s.

E ach year, nationally , about 19 ch ild ren  a re k illed  
in  sch oo l b u s-related  tr a ffic  cra sh es, accord in g  to  
AAA. On a verage, s ix  a re  p a ssen g ers on th e  b u s and  
13 ar@ p ed estrian s.

» Y ellow  fla sh in g  lig h ts  in d ica te  th at th e b u s is  
p rep arin g  to  stop  to  load  o r unload ch ild ren . M otor­
is ts  should  slow  dow n and p rep are to  stop .

» R ed  fla sh in g  lig h ts  and ex ten d ed  stop  arm s in ­
d ica te  th e  b us I m  stop p ed  and ch ild ren  are g ettin g  
on  o r  o ff.

M otorists m u st stop  and w a it im til th e  red  lig h ts  
stop  fla sh in g , th e  ex ten d ed  stop  s ig n  is  w ithdraw n  
and th e  b u s b eg in s m ovin g  b efo re  th ey  can  start 
d riv in g  again .

P aren ts can  h elp  th e ir  ch ild ren  sta y  sa fe  b y  
t^ c h in g  them  th e  fo llo w in g  ru les fo r  w alld n g to  and  
from  sch o o l or th e b u s stop:

»  U se  ex trem e cau tion  w h en  cr o ssin g  th e  stree t, 
esp ec ia lly  w hen dark.

»  W alk, don’t run, w h en  cro ssin g  th e stree t.
»  Stand c lea r  o f  h ed g es, p ark ed  ca rs or o th er ob­

s ta c le s  so  d rivers can  se e  you .
» A lw ays w alk  on th e  sidew alk; i f  th ere  is  no s id e­

w alk, w alk  fa c in g  tr a ffic .
» W atch fo r  ca rs r e v ersin g  in  p ark in g lo ts  and  

near o n -street park in g sp aces.
»  C ross s tr ee ts  a t m arked crossw a lk s or in terse c ­

tion s, i f  p ossib le .

Each y e a r nationally , a b o u t 19 children a re  killed in school bus-re la ted  traffic  a a s h e s ,  according to  AAA. O n average , 
13 a re  pedestrian s, g etty  bmages | co m sto ck im ages

» O bey tr a ffic  s ig n a ls su ch  a s w alk/don’t  w alk  _______
sign a ls.

» Look le ft-r ig h t-le ft b efo re  cro ssin g  a  s tr e e t or  
step p in g  in to  tr ^ f ic .

Vl^en rid in g  a  sch oo l b us, ch ild ren  should  b e  in ­
stru cted  to:

» G et to  th e  b u s stop  a t le a st f iv e  m in u tes b efo re  
th e b us is  sch ed u led  to  a rr iv e  and stan d  a t le a s t f iv e  
g ian t step s (10 fe e t) aw ay from  th e  ed g e  o f th e  road.

»  W ait u n til th e  b u s stop s, th e door op en s and th e  
d river sa y s it ’s  OK b efo re  step p in g  onto th e  b us.

» I f  you  m u st cr o ss th e  road to  en ter  th e  b u s, w alk  
in  fron t o f th e bus; n ev er  w alk  b eh ind  th e b us.

A fter ex itin g  th e  b u s, ch ild ren  should  b e  rem ind­
ed  to:

»  B e a ler t to  a ll tr a ffic .
» B e su re th e b u s d river can  se e  th em  and th ey  

can  se e  th e  b us driyer. T ell th e b u s d river i f  th ey  
drop som eth in g  b esid e  th e b us. N e v er  try  to  p ick  it  
up b eca u se th e  d river m ay n ot b e a b le  to  se e  them .

» Take f iv e  “g ian t s tep s” out from  th e fron t o f th e  
b us and m ake e y e  con tact w ith  th e b us d river i f  th ey  
h ave to cro ss th e s tr e e t in  fron t o f  th e bus.

T he sta rt o f sch oo l is  an ex c itin g  tim e o f year. A s  
m otorists and/or p aren ts, le t’s  do ev ery th in g  w e can  
to  m ake it a  sa fe  tim e o f year.

S p e e d  lim its in  sch o o l z o n e s  h e lp  s a v e  lives. A ccord ing  
to  th e  AAA Foundation  fo r  Traffic Safety , a  p e d e sh la n  
struck  by  a  vehicle g o ing  25 m ph  is nearly  tw o -th ird s  
less likely to  b e  killed a s  a  p ed es trian  struck by  a  vehicle 
traveling  35 m ph.

COMMUNITY VOICE

Are ^ou excited about 
the first day of school?
We asked this question o f teachers 
at Memorial 1-2 Campus in Garden City.

“Yes, I’m very excited.
It’s my first time flying 
solo. It’ll be a lot of fun 
once I have my room set 
up.” '

> Suzanne Russell
First year teacher

“Absolutely. I’m excited 
to meet a new group of 
children that I’ll share my 
classroom with and help 
grow.”

Beth Loritz
First-grade teacher

“I’m very excited, It’s my 
first year as a 
second-grade teacher.
I’m excited to start with a 
new class.”

Kathy Kolesar 
Second-grade teacher

“Yes! It’s always a fresh 
new beginning. This is my 
20fli year teaching and 
every year is as exciting 
as my first year was.”

Anna 
Buczek-Vergona 
Second-grade teacher

WAYNE-WESTLAND

O b s e r v e r
A  G A N N ETT CO M PA N Y

Sue Mason,
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Susan Rosieic
Executive Editor
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Director o f Advertising

LETTERS

City needs to prioritize

I’m  w ritin g  to  you  regard in g  
to  th e fo llow in g  article: V ote 
c lea rs w ay to  bond fo r  n ew  W est- 
land C ity H all.

T hank you  fo r  b rin g in g  th is to  
o m  atten tion . I stro n g ly  fe e l 
th ese  ty p es o f a r tic le s  in form  
th ose o f  u s w ho actu a lly  care  
w hat our c ity  is  d oing fo r  u s. A s 
resid en ts, w e d eserv e  to  h ave a  
c ity  govern m en t w e can  tru st to  
k eep  our b est in tere sts a t hand.

H ow  im portant is  a  n ew  build ­
in g  to  us? D o w e w in  a p rize? Can 
it  not b e  rep aired  a t a  sm aU er 
cost? A re th ere  n ot enough  em p­
ty  b u ild in gs in  W estland? W ill 
th is h elp  our stru g g lin g  r e s i­
d en ts in  any w ay? I don’t th ink  
so.

I ad m it I don’t know  o f  aU th e  
detaR s regard in g  w h ere th e  
fu n ds are com in g from , etc .
You’d h ave to  b e  an attorn ey  
and/or p o litic ian  to  g e t a ll th e  
fa c ts. A s fa r  a s I’m  con cern ed  it 
shouldn’t m atter. T im e and m on­
e y  are sp en t on  th e se  p ro jects  
w hen oth er m ore im portant is ­
su es are a t hand, th e  p eop le w ho  
liv e  h ere.

I b e liev e  w e a re  taken  ad­
van tage o f b eca u se  th ey  know  
th ey  can  g et aw ay w ith  th is. A s a 
W estland resid en t s in ce  O ctober 
2 0 0 3 ,1 fe e l th e c ity  is  n eed lessly  
w astin g  tim e, e ffo r t and unbe­
liev a b le  su m s o f m on ey ev en  
con sid erin g  th is p ro ject to  fund a  
n ew  C ity H all b u ild in g. T here  
are so  m any n ecessa ry  issu e s  to  
b e con sid ered . H avin g  had to  
research  som e o f th e c ity  ord i­
n an ces, I’v e  found  th at th e c ity  
its e lf  is  n ot en fo rcin g  m any o f  
th ese .

A  sh ort d rive  around a few  
old er n eighborhoods wiU p rove  
to  anyone th at som e b u sin ess  
and hom eow n ers are not com ­
p ly in g  w ith  th e ord inan ces on  th e  
books regard in g  rep air n or up­
k eep . Shabby sto re fron ts, p eo­
p le  u sin g  th eir  law n s fo r  a park­
in g  lo t, o th ers u sin g  th eir  front 
yard s a s a  scrap  yard  or p u ttin g  
th eir trash  out d ays b efore
scheduled pickup. Fines from
th is a lon e cou ld  p rovid e th e c ity  
w ith  fim d s to  im p rove th e con d i­
tion o f  th e c ity ’s  appearance and

safety .
T h ere a re se r v ic e s  th e  c ity  

had on ce p rovided  th at th ey  no  
lon ger o ffer: le a f p icku p , branch  
p ickup  to  nam e a  few . I am  su re  
th ere are m any m ore. A sk  an y o f  
u s w ho h ave no on e or th e  m oney  
to  h ire  som eone to  h elp  u s.
Should th e  c ity  n ot help?

I cou ld  go on and on. A gain , a s  
a resid en t w h ose p rop erty  v a lu es  
h ave p lu m m eted  o v er  th e  la st 10 
y ea rs, I ca re about m y c ity  and  
fe e l sad  w hen  som eone cadis it 
“W asteland.” I know  th e  c ity  can  
do b etter. P riority  m igh t b e a  
good th in g  fo r  them  to  consider.

J. P o w ers  
W estland

Help protect power of vote
A ug. 26 m arked th e 93rd anni­

v ersa ry  o f  th e con stitu tion al 
am endm ent that gran ted  w om en  
th e  r ig h t to  vote. T h is year, th e  
L eagu e o f W om en V oters o f  
N orth w est W ayne C ounty hon­
ored  W om en’s  E quality D ay  
through  a  continued  fo cu s on  
p ro tectin g  th e  votin g  r ig h ts o f  aU 
e lig ib le  vo ters.

N ow  is  a  cr itica l tim e to  do aU 
w e can  fo r  v o ters. E arlier th is  
siunm er, a  k ey  p art o f  th e V oting  
R igh ts A ct (V R A ), know n a s  
S ection  4 , w as overtu rn ed  b y  th e  
U .S. Suprem e Court.

T he dam age to  th e  VRA can  
and m u st b e fix ed  -  C on gress has 
th e pow er to  act sw iftly  to  re ­
sto re  th e e ffe c tiv e n e ss  o f  th e  
V oting R igh ts A c t T he L eague 
n eed s you r h elp  in  ca llin g  on  
C on gress to  rep air and resto re  
th e VRA.

T he an ti-voter law s th at are  
cropp ing up around th e  cou n try  
in  th e  w ak e o f th e  Suprem e  
C ourt d ecision  w ill n eg a tiv e ly  
im p act a ll v o ters -  you ng and  
old , r ich  and poor a lik e. A s m em ­
b ers o f th e L eagu e o f  W om en 
V oters, w e  are w orkin g to  m ake  
our d em ocracy stron g  through  
v o ter  reg istra tion  d riv es and  
ed u cation al forum s -  and th is  
W om en’s E quality D ay b y  thank­
in g  C on gress for startin g  th e  
p ro cess to  f ix  th e VRA and en ­
couraging them to repair and
resto re  it  quickly.

Our forem oth ers u nderstood  
th at vo tin g  p rov id es c itiz en s th e

abU ity to  h ave an im p act on  th e  
cr itica l issu e s  fa c in g  th e ir  com ­
m u n ities. W om en’s  E qu ality D ay  
is  th e  p er fec t tim e to  ce leb ra te  
and p ro tect th at righ t.

F or m ore inform ation  about 
th e L eagu e o f W om en V oters, 
p lea se  v is it  w w w .lw vnw w .prg or 
con tact u s a t 734-421-4420.

A n g e la  ^ a n  
president

League o f W om en Voters of NW
W ayne County

King's dream is fulfilled
R egard in g th e A ug. IS artic le , 

“SO y ea rs later. K ing’s  dream  
s till u n fu lfilled .”

E x cu se m e, b u t w e h ave a 
b lack  p resid en t w ho h as served  
tw o term s in  th e U n ited  S tates.

Your v iew s are th at th ere  
h ave b een  no ch an ges s in c e  M ar­
tin  L uther K ing Jr. SO y ea rs ago. 
B arack  Obam a h as p roved  th at 
a ll ra c es can  h ave a  ch an ce fo r  a  
b etter  life  and b ecom e ed u cated  
to  ev en  ser v e  th e  h ig h est o ffic e  
in  ^ e  nation.

M ary  E. C lark
Bedford

War or insurance?
T he GOP is  d esp era te  to  stop  

th e O bam acare b efo re  it  g ets  
going. W hy? B eca u se w hen  p eo­
p le  a ctu a lly  ex p er ien ce  th e pro­
gram , th ey  w ill sa y  th ey  did not 
know  how  great it w ould  be.

I w as recen tly  a t som e rela ­
tiv e s ’ hom e and w as eiq ila in in g  
th e b en e fits , and th ey  w ere so  
im p ressed . T h ey  sa id , w hy w opld  
an yone b e  a g a in st th is program ?  
I to ld  th em  b eca u se th e  lob b y ists  
and th e GOP a re sp en d in g  n ^ -  
lion s to  co n fu se  you . W ould you  
g iv e  up you r S ocia l S ecu rity  and  
M edicare today? O f cou rse not. 
B ut g u ess w hat, b ack  w hen th ese  
program s w ere p assed  under 
D em ocratic p resid en ts, th e GOP 
w aU ed that th ey  w ould  bankrupt 
th e country.

W hy is  it  th at w e can  go to  
w ar and w a ste  b illio n s o f  d ollars, 
and w e cannot u se  th e  m on ey to  
h elp  us? T hink about th is. War or 
h e ^ th  in su ran ce. W hich do you  
want? Of course this is my opi­
nion , w hat is  yomrs?

J o a n n e  B raund  
Royal Oak

http://www.lwvnww.prg
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S te p  a t  a  t im e
RUNNER FINDS! MEANING HELPING OTHERS REACH FITNESS GOALS

By Matt Jachman
staff Writer

W hether it’s  running a 
busin ess, running an 
even t or running for the  
health o f it, Rahdy Step is  
enjoying th e race.

A dedicated runner for  
alm ost 40 years. Step is  
the president o f Running 
F it Inc., w hich ju st 
opened its  eighth  area . 
running gear store and  
includes fitn ess event- 
m anagem ent and race- 
tim ing busin esses.

It doesn’t  seem  lik e  
w ork at th e South 
Lyon resid en t says.

“I’m  so  fortunate to  be 
in  a  b usin ess w here ev ­
eryone who w orks h ere is  
passionate about w hat 
th ey do,” Step said  during 
an in terview  at th e N orth- 
v ille  Ibw nship  Running 
Fit. “They’re  passionate 
runners.”

Step and h is co-work­
ers, who produce w ell- 
known IVQchigan running 
even ts such  as D ances 
M th  D irt and Run Wood- 
stock, recen tly  took on 
m anagem ent o f th e inau­
gural H eroes on H ines, 
five-k ilom eter and half­
m arathon races in  honor 
o f Wajme County p olice  
o fficers and firefigh ters  
w ho lo st th eir liv es on the  
job. The Saturday, Oct. 5, 
event, w hich w ill raise  
m oney for th e m ainte­
nance o f th e county’s  
F irst R esponders M em o­
rial, begins and ends near 
H ines ^ v e  and H agger­
ty  in  Pl3unouth Township, 
w here th e m em orial, 
under construction, w ill 
b e located.

Running F it joined  
W ayne County parks and 
recreation  o ffic ia ls to  
plan H eroes on H ines and 
th e com pany designed  
runners’ sh h ts and m ed­
a ls, m apped th e course 
and is  prom oting the 
even t and handling reg is­
trations.

‘T m  ju st trying to  
create som ething that I 
think w ould be really  
cool,” h e said.

Running kismet
Step grew  up in  D e­

troit and R edford Town­
ship , w here h is father  
worked at th e C harles 
Step Funeral H om e, 
w hich w as founded in  
D etroit by R andy’s grand­
father and is  now  run by  
Randy’s brother, also  
nam ed C harles.

Step didn’t run in  high  
school -  h e is  a  1974 Red- 
ford U nion graduate -  but 
t(M)k it up at M ichigan  
State U niversity, w here 
during h is sophom ore 
year, a s a  transfer stu ­
dent, he found h im self in  
a dorm itory w ith  a  con­
centration o f Spartans 
cross country runners. “I 
p retty  m uch got hooked i 
and put in  a  lo t o f m iles 
w ith those gu ys,” som e­
tim es logging 80 to  100 
m iles a  w ^ l^  Step said.

H e m ajored in  m ortu­
ary scien ce and began h is 
career a s a  funeral d irec­
tor, som ething h e did for  
seven  years. H e has great 
resp ect for the work.

Randy S tep  recently to o k  on  m an ag em en t o f  th e  inaugural 
Heroes on  Hines, five-kilom eter an d  half-m aratiion  races in 
hono r o f  W ayne C ounty police officeis an d  firefigh ters w h o  
lost th e ir l iv »  o n  th e  job . bill bresler | staff ph o t o g r a ph e r

through d ifficu lt tim es, 
too.

“We have the ab ility  to 
change p eople’s liv es  
dram atically and w e see  
it a ll th e tim e,” he said. 
Step described  how  non­
runners looking for a  
health ier life sty le  w alk in  
after a  seriou s talk  w ith  a  
doctor or an A lcoholics 
A nonym ous m eeting “and  
think thi.s is  going to  be 
som e'kind o f tortiu'e.” 
R unning F it, w hich o ffers  
running c la sses, gait 
an alysis and other sup­
port serv ices for runners, 
helps them  g et to  th e n ext 
le v d  and beyond, h e said.

“It’s  a ll personaL” Step  
said  o f th e goals runners 
se t as th ey  progress.
“T he psych ological sid e’s 
huge. T he p hysical sid e’s 
huge.”

Step lik es to te ll run­
ners to “fu n  fa st and take 
chances,” m eaning, he 
said, to g et outside o f 
their com fort zones.

Close call
B ut h e a lso  u rges sa fe­

ty, saying that he p refers 
trail instead  o f street 
running, w ears bright 
colors, runs w ithout m u­
sic  and stays aw are o f h is 
surroundings. “I hate 
running  near a  road,” he 
said.

T he dangers w ere 
painfu lly illustrated  for  
him  Aug. 14, w hen Step’s 
w ife  K athleen, com peting  
in  R unning F it’s T-Rex 
Tfiathlon at IslandL ake 
R ecreation A rea, collided  
w ith a  car w hile b icyclin g  
at top speed , he said. An 
in e ^ e r ie n c ^  driver 
apparently didn’t se e  her 
and turned sharply in  
front of,her to  g et p ast a

WE'RE PULLING OUT 
ALL THE STOPS.

Randy Step, running a  2011 
race, is a  ded ica ted  run n er 
an d  file  p residen t o f 
Running Fit Inc.

“You have th e opportu­
n ity  to help  prap le in  the  
m ost d ifficid t days o f 
their liv es,” h e said.

B ut the running bug  
had taken hold and Step  
also trained for races and  
triathlons (running, 
sw im m ing and cyclin g), 
even  taking tim e o ff w ith  
h is w ife  K athleen, a  top  
fem ale triath lete a t th e  
tim e, to train  and com ­
pete.

“I n ever ran those kind  
o f tim es w here I thought 
I  could m ake a  liv in g ,” he 
said.

Achieving goals
Still, h e lived  and 

breathed running and 
opened th e fir st Running 
Fit in Ann A rbor in  D e­
cem ber 1984, eventually  
transitioning into retail 
fu ll tim e. H e also  sold  
com m ercial exercise  
equipm ent for several 
years; w hen h is partner 
bohght Step’s  share o f 
that b usin ess, he said, he 
decided to refocu s on 
running.

Step said  h e fe lt gu ilty  
about leavin g th e funeral 
hom e for a  b usin ess he 
found so  enjoyable, but 
cam e to r e £ ^ e  h is new  
career gave him  the 
chance to  help people

F L A N  A H E A D ! ,
MUMS 
ARE HERE!
Reg. $7 .99

FOR $19.99

DWARF ENGLISH 
BOXWOOD
#3 pot R ^ . $39 .99

4 FOR

mT
EMERALD
GREEN
ARBORVITAE
5-6’ B&B Reg. $79 .i 
S A L B  $49 .99
5  OR MORE
$ 4 0  
EACH

0734-260

BUMPER CROP
Organic S oil Builder 
2  cu .ft. Reg. $16 .99

$ 1 3 ,9 9
Son amendment 
with mycorbizae 
foi moms, bnHiB, 
anything th a t

1-003601

Experience Vegas-style 
thrills like never before. 
Scorching slots. Action- 
packed tables. Live Poker 
and Bingo. Tantalizing 
restaurants. Free live 
entertainment. Go ahead, 
make your next event a 
guaranteed hit.

•  Family Reunions
•  Fundraisers
•  Red Hat Society Trips
•  Service Club Outings
•  Tour Groups
• And much more!

For Details Call 
877-FK C -8777

W
FIBEEEEPERS
\  C A S I N O ' h o t e l

BATTLE C r e e k

FlreKeepersCasinoHotel.com

l-94to Exit 104 
11177 Michigan Avenue 

Battle Creek, Michigan 49014 
klUSTBE21.

HEROES ON HINES
W hafi Heroes on Hines, W ayne County-sponsored 
five-kilom eter (3.1 m ite ) and half-m arathon 
(13.1 m ite ) races.
W here : W estern end o f Hines Park and surrounding 
areas, w ith  sta rt and fin ish  near Hines Drive and 
Haggerty. Race-day parldng is a t Burroughs, at 
Plym outh Road and Haggerty.
V ^ n : Saturday, O cL 5 . Starts are 8 a.m . fo r the 
half-m arathon, 8:30 a.m . fo r the 5K.
W hy: To raise money fo r long-term m aintenance o f 
th e  First Responders M em orial under construction at 
Haggerty and Hines. The races w ill be fo llow ed by a 
m em orial dedication cerem ony. Organizers hope to  
m ake the run an annual even t 
H ow : V isit www.heroesonhines.com  fo r more 
inform ation o r to  register. The 5K is $29 through 
Thursday, Sept. 5, then $34 through noon Thursday,
O ct 3 , then  $40 until race tim e. The ha lf m arathon is $49 
through Sep t 5, then $59 through noon O ct 3 , then $70 
u n til race tim e. Runners w ill get a  technical sh iit; half- 
m arathoners w ill also get a fin ishers' m edal. Medals 
fo r overall, age-group and team  com petitions.

stream  o f T-Rex cy c lists. 
Step said.

K athleen Step flew  
clear o f the car and land­
ed  in  graveL her husband  
said , and is  p retty  banged  
up, but exp ected  to recov­
er.

“Ju st to s ^  her 
crushed m e,” Step said, 
explaining that he rushed  
to  th e scen e, know ing 
only that a  T-Rex partici­
pant had b een  in  an acci­
dent, to  find  h is w ife  
covered  w ith  dirt, gravel 
and blood. “I cam e clo se  
to  losing her.”

K athleen Step is  a  
longtim e nurse w ho re­
cen tly  earned a  doctorate 
in  nursing from  th e U ni­
versity  o f M ichigan. The 
couple’s children, l i ’evor, 
28, and Anna, 25, follow ed  
th eir path as runners and  
fim ess b u ffs -  'frevor is  
R unning Fit’s  general 
m anager for retaU, w hile 
Anna is  th e com pany’s  art 
director.

“I w as a  very  proud  
dad,” Step said: “It w as 
fun  to go se e  th eir cross 
country in  co llege.”

Step into the race

Step has high hopes 
for H eroes on H ines as an 
annual run and lik es the  
idea o f th e F irst R espond­
ers M em orial

“I’m  hoping th e race is  
enough that people take 
notice,” h e said. Orga­
nizers are planning to  lin e  
th e course’s rinal ^ e  
w ith an honor guard o f  
public sa fety  personnel 
and equipm ent.

Step issu ed  a  chal­
len ge to th e p olice and 
fire  departm ents in  
W ayne County and be­
yond: Form  a team , join  
th e race and have a 
friend ly com petition  
against your colleagu es 
in  public sa fe y . T he FBI 
and th e Ontario Pro­
vincial P olice, h e said, 
have already entered  
team s. “T hey should all 
have a  team  in  th is race, 
every  p recinct, every  fire  
hall,” Step said.

mJachman@hometownlife.com
313-222-2405
Twitter @mattjachman

Seniors
I

get wOrdy 
at coijnty 
spelling 

bee
T he n ew est sen ior  

citizen  m aster sp ellers in  
W ayne C ounty be 
determ ined  at th e W ayne 
County S pell-O ff for  
S eniors com petition  
Ib esd ay , Sept. 10, at th e  
D ozier R ecreation  Com­
p le x  in  Inkster.

T he fin a lists  su ccess­
fu lly  sp elled  th eir  w ay to  
th e c h ^ p io n sh ip  round  
b y  w inning p reviou sly  
h eld  con tests at s ix  
W ayne C ounty location s.

“W hether it’s  th e S pell 
o ff  for Sen iors or th e ju st 
com pleted  Sen ior O lym ­
p ics, our sen ior com m u­
n ity  p rovides in sp irin g  
m om ents for a ll o f u s to  
em ulate,” Vfayn^ County 
E xecu tive R obert F icano  
said . “I am  looking for­
w ard to  th is year’s  com ­
p etition .”

T he fin a l 18 p artici­
pants w ill fa ce-^ ff in  a  
sin g le  elim in ation  sty le  
ev en t b eginn in g a t 11:30 
a.m . at th e  D ozier Com­
p lex , 2025 M iddlebelt, 
north o f M ich ig w  A ve­
nue, Inkster. A  first-p lace  
w inner and second- and  
th ird-p lace runner-ups 
w ill b e determ ined  dur­
in g  th e com petiiion .

T here is  no co st to  
com e and w atch  th e S p ell 
O ff for Sen iors. A  num ­
b er o f o th er a ctiv itie s are 
planned, includm g a free  
lunch  and a  ra ffle . T hose 
in terested  in  attending  
are ask ed  to  ca ll (313) 
224-0755 to  m ake a  reser­
vation . C osts associa ted  
w ith  th e ev en t are under­
w ritten  b y  a n u iiiber o f 
sponsors.

For inform ation  on  
p ro ^ a m s fo r  sen iors 
availab le through W ayne 
County, v is it th e  W ayne 
C ounty w eb site  at 
w w w .w a3m ec0 unty.com  
and c lick  on th e Senior 
and V eterans S eh rices 
tab.

First Come, First Served.
Limited number o f apartments available.

Act now to avoid the wait list!
M i n e  f l o o r  p J e r m  t o  c h o m e  f r o m ,  

a l l  i n d u d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a n d  s t y l e  t o  r i v a l  a  f i n e  h o t e l .

’ Home Cooked Lunch 
or Dinner'"

' Luxurious Dining Room 
' Coffee Shop 
’ Cam e Room 
’ 24 Hour Staffing

• Exercise Room
• Library
• Friendly Staff
• Beauty/Barber Shop
• Counby Store
• Movie Theater

' Chapel
' Planned Activities 
and Outings 

' Beautiful Indoor 
Lounge Areas 

' O utdoor C ourt Yards

Our Extras Make the Difference
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l

Grand Blc
a t Cenesys Health Park

3221 E. Baldwin Rd. 
Grand Blanc, Ml 
(810) 606-1110

L y v n  [ m c n s h i p

www.abbeypark.com
, , *Lyon Township location only.

Across from  C oyote Golf C lu b '
28413 A bbey Lane 
N ew  H udson, Ml 

(248) 437-6550

Find us o n l f E H
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http://www.heroesonhines.com
mailto:mJachman@hometownlife.com
http://www.wa3mec0unty.com
http://www.abbeypark.com
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ITS  OFFICIAL
The FCC reports 
X FIN ITr delivers

reliably fast speeds. 
AT&T doesn’t.

The results are in. The latest Federal 
Communications Commission study shows 

that XFINITY® delivers more speed than 

you ’re paying for, even during peak hours. 

Plus, XFINITY delivers the  fastest in-hom e 
Wi-Fi for all rooms, all devices, all the time. 

So don ’t settle fo r less w ith AT&T.

GET STARTED WITH 
PERFORMANCE INTERNET

2 9 "
a  m onth for 6  month*

N O
T E R M  C O N T R A C T  

R E Q U IR E D

INC LU D ES 
C O N STAN T GU AR D*

Get what you pay for and then some. 
C a l l  1 - 8 6 6 - 9 2 6 - 4 6 6 5  t o d a y .

com cast.com /xfin ity

C O M C A S T
x fin ity

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a w e s o m e ”

Offer ends 9/30/13. Not available In all areas. Limited to Performance Internet 
for new residential customers. After 6 months, monthly service charge for 
Performance Internet Is $49.99 for months 7-12. After promotional period, 
regular rates apply. Comcast's current monthly service for Performance Internet 
ranges from $42.95-851.95 with TV or Voice service or $56.95-864.95 without 
TV or Voice service. Umited to service to a single outlet. Equipment, installation 
and taxes extra. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds vary and 
are not guaranteed. Wi-FI claim based on August 2012 study of comparalsle 
In-home wireless routers by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Not all features. Including 
Constant Guard, compatible with Macintosh systems. Based on February 2013 
FCC  Measuring Broadband America report. Call for restrictions and complete 
details, or visit comcast.com. ©2013 Comcast. All rights reserved. 2012 
Electronic Arts Inc. EA, EA SPORTS and the EA SPORTS logo are trademarks 
of Electronic /Vts Inc. Official FIFA licensed product. © The FIFA name and CLP  
Logo are copyright or trademark protected by FIFA. NPA128995-0012

Phil M orden w o n  th e  title  o f  Top S ho t o n  th e  H istory C hannel's reality  com petition  ‘T op 
S ho t All S tars." h a l g o u ld  | staff pho to grapher

M a r k s m a n  i s  r e a l i t y  
s h o w ’ s  ‘ T o p  S h o t ’

By Philip Allm en
staff Writer

M ission  accom plished .
P h il M orden w anted  to  

im prove on h is fir s t for­
ay  into rea lity  te lev ision , 
appearing tw o yea rs ago  
on th e th ird  season  o f Top 
Shot, a  m arksm anship- 
b ased  com petition  on T he 
H istory ChanneL T he 
M ilford m an p laced  fifth .

L ast w eek  on Top Shot 
All Stars, he d id better. 
M uch better. H e w on th e  
fifth  season  aga in st 15 
oth er return ing con tes­
tants.

M orden, a  self-tau gh t 
gun en th u siast and  
videographer, b ested  
th ree oth er fin a lists  A ug. 
28 in  th ree elim in ation  
ch a llen ges.

In  addition to  w inning  
th e title  o f H istory’s Top 
Shot, M orden w on  
$100,000 and a sp ecia l 
ed ition  speedboat.

F ilm ing fo r  th e show  
took p lace in  C alifornia, 
n m n in g A ug. 16,2012, to  
Sept. 25.

“It w as a lm ost a  y ear  
b efore th ey  aired  it,” 
M orden said . “E veryone  
knew  th e len gth  o f tim e I 
w as out th ere w as about 
th e tim e to  m ake it  to  th e  
fin a ls. I tried  so  hard not 
to  s lip  up.”

M orden sa id  now  that 
th e ca t’s out o f th e bag, 
h e and h is w ife  w ill t& e  
an an niversary trip  and  
buy som e n ice  th in gs for  
th eir hom e.

H e hasn’t rea lly  seen  
boat, either, w h ich  w as 
show n to  con testan ts at 
th e start o f th e com peti­
tion ’s  fin a le.

Phil M orden w o n  d ie  
tid e  o f Top Shot on  d ie  
History Channel's reality 
com petition "Top Shot
Ail Stars." HAL GOULD I
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

M orden, w h ose fam ily  
s till liv e s  in  th e H uron  
V alley area, w ere togeth ­
er  for la st w eek ’s fin d e , 
along w ith  fr ien d s and  
neighbors.

And even  though he 
knew  how  th in gs w ere  
going to  turn out, “it w as 
stiU  p retty  ex c itin g  to  
w atch ,” he said.

T his season ’s  fin a le  
p layed  to  M orden’s 
stren gth s, requ iring  
m ore p h ysica l w ork. 
M orden, 26, w as the  
you n gest o f th e la st com ­
p etitors.

T he fir s t ch allen ged  
p itted  th e fou r fin a lists  in  
an ob stacle coiu*se, fir in g  
at targets a fter  clim bing  
through a  p ip e, w ater, 
u n d e r n e ttin g  a n d  im d e r 
barbed w ire.

T he second  ch allen ge  
required  th e top th ree tp 
fir e  d ifferen t w eapons 
from  variou s station s up 
a  h ill. In  both ca ses, M or­
den w as th e fa ste st com ­
petitor.

In th e fin a le, th e con­
testan ts had sev en  d iffer­
en t ch allen ges: fir in g  a

R em ington 1875 a t six  
targets, a  R uger r ifle  at 
20 b o ttles, a  revo lver for  
tw o p erfec t six -sh ot runs 
a t targets, a crossbow  at 
th ree m oving targets. 
W orld W ar II r ifle  at a  
long-range target, a p is­
to l shot through a 2-inch  
tu b e dow nrange and a  
cam ion.

“I couldn’t ask  for a 
b etter fin a l th ree chal­
len g es,” M orden said.

M orden stru ggled  a  
b it at th e p erfect-ru n  
shot, w h ere com petitors 
had to  start th e round  
over if  th ey  m issed , but 
h e caught up w ith  th e  
crossbow  and n ever  
looked back.

M orden said  severa l 
o f th e show ’s ch a llen ges  
w ere m em orable, in­
clu d in g th e spinning  
w h eel w h ere h e had to  
shoot strapped to  a con­
traption that spun him  
around. In season  3, he 
w as elim inated  ju st b e­
fo re that ch allen ge. “It 
w as a lo t harder than I 
thought it w as going to  
b e,” h e adm itted.

T he W orld W a rn  
half-track  w as another 
high light, shooting ex ­
p lod ing targets w h ile it 
d rives along a  cou rse. 
“T hat’s som ething you’re  
not going to  do anyw here 
e lse ,” h e said.

M orden said  sin ce he 
returned from  film in g  
th e la test Top Shots sea­
son , h e started  teach in g  
firearm s clEisses. C ontact 
him  at philrunngun@ ya- 
hoo.com .

pallmen@hometownlife.com
24S-437-20n,ExL226

Time for year-end tax planning

Now  th at L abor D ay  
is  behind u s w e  
are in  th e hom e 
stretch  o f 2013 and tim e  

to  start th ink in g about 
year-end planning.

T here are certa in  
th in gs that m u st b e  com ­
p leted  b efo re th e  end o f  
th e year. A nd w h ile  you  
s till h ave som e tim e it’s 
not a bad id ea  to  start 
g ettin g  organ ized . H ere  
are som e th in gs that you  
m ay w ant to  con sid er  
over th e n ex t few  
m onths.

RothlRAs
T his tim e o f y ea r  I 

alw ays m ention  th e im ­
p ortan ce o f R oth IR A s. 
R oth IR A s a llow  m oney  
to  grow  ta x  fr e e  not tax  
d eferred  and a re not 
su b ject to  th e 70% ru les. 
T h is is  a lw ays a  great 
tim e o f th e y ea r  to  d eter­
m in e w h eth er you  should  
con vert som e o f your  
ex istin g  IR A  m on ey into  
a R oth IRA.

I f  you  are o v er  7Wz 
and su b ject to  m inim um  
req u ired  d istrib u tion s 
you cannot con vert th at 
am ount. H ow ever, you  
can  con vert a n y tl^ g  
ab ove it. M y gen era l 
ru les fo r  con vertin g  
m oney in to  a  R oth IRA  
a re 1) you  m u st h ave th e  
m oney to  p ay  th e  ta x  that 
you w ill incur b y  con ­
vertin g; 2) b y  con vertin g  
th e m oney it w on’t throw  
you  in to  a h igh er tax  
bracket; and 3) you  can  
le t th e m oney s it  in  th e
Roth I M  for at least five
to  sev en  years.

I f  you  m eet th ese

Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

cr iteria  th en  p oten tia lly  
con vertin g  ex istin g  IRA  
m oney in to  a  R oth IRA  
can  b e a  v ery  good f i­
n ancial m ove.

Flexible spending
M any p eop le have  

flex ib le  sp en din g ac- 
coim ts through w ork and  
in  m any c a se s th at m on­
e y  m ust b e  sp en t on a 
q u alified  m ed ica l ex ­
p en se b efo re th e en d  o f  
th e year. I f  you  h ave a  
fle x ib le  sp en din g plan  
and n eed  to  sp en d  th e  
m oney b efo re th e en d  o f  
th e  year, now  is  th e tim e  
to  m ake a  d octor’s  ap­
pointm ent or g e t a new  
p air o f  g la sses.

In som e p lan s you  do 
not h ave to  sp en d  it b e­
fo re  th e en d  o f th e  year. 
T he k ey  is  to  m ake su re  
you  understand th e  
term s o f your plan.

Deductions
For som e p eop le year- 

end tax  p lan n ing can  
resu lt in  sig n ifica n t sav ­
in gs. W hether it ’s  a cc e l­
eratin g  d ed u ction s into  
th is year (su ch  a s m ak­
in g  ch aritab le contribu­
tion s b efo re  D ec. 31) or 
ch oosin g w hen  to  pay  
your w in ter p rop erty  tax  
b ill can m ake a  d iffer ­
ence from a ta x  Stand­
point. U nfortunately, 
th ere’s  no on e righ t an­

sw er for everyon e. T he 
k ey  is  to  look  at yoiu: 
ind ividu al situ ation  and  
d eterm in e w h eth er d e­
d uctions w in  b e w orth  
m ore to  you  th is year or 
n ext. D epend ing on your 
ta x  b rack et and w h eth er  
you  item ize your deduc­
tion s can  m £^e a  sig n ifi­
can t d ifferen ce  in  your 
t&XGS

T hose a g e 70y2 and  
o ld er can  £ ^ o  donate 
th eir m inim um  requ ired  
d istrib u tion  d irectly  to  a  
charity. T his can  resu lt 
in  a  su b stan tia l ta x  sav ­
in g s p articu larly  for  
som eone w ho d oes n ot 
item ize th e ir  d eductions.

B y donating th e m ini-, 
m iun req u ired  d istrib u ­
tion  to  a  charity, you  
avoid  p ayin g ta x es on  
th e d istribution . T he k ey  
for th is tran saction  is  
th at th e m oney m u st go  
d irectly  from  your IRA  
in to  a  charity. T he tran s­
action  m u st b e com plet­
ed  b y D ec. 31 so  don’t 
delay.

I don’t know  w h ere  
th is sum m er w en t b u t I 
do know  th at 2014 w ill b e  
upon u s soon, so  start 
plan n ing now  so  you  
don’t h ave to  rush . I t’s  a  
great tim e to  look  a t your  
ind ividu al situ ation  d e­
term in e i f  you  n eed  to  do 
an y year-end planning.

G ood luck!

Rick Bioom is a fee-oniy 
financial advisor. His website is 
www.bloomassetmanagement 
com. If  you would like him to 
respond to your questions, 
email rick@bloomasset 
managementcom ,

mailto:philrunngun@ya-hoo.com
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