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Food drive
" Open ybur heart and
. be a valentine to some-

one in need by donat-
. ing nonperishable

food items to Westland -

Shopping Center’s
_. Grateful Hearts food
. drive.

The center is collect-
ing nonperishable food
now through Friday,

- Feb, 10 at a table

. by the Guest Service

¢ Desk in the mall’s East
. Court. Bring in three

-. items and enter to win

a $100 mall gift card.
Details are available at
Guest Services.
All food collected
" will go the Lighthouse
Home Mrssmns in West-
land.
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The Westland City
Council unanimously
confirmed the reap-
pointment of Jim
Fausone as Westland

* city attorney, Robert
Kosowski as parks and

. recreation director and
Bruce Thompson as the
city’s planning director.

Approved at the
council’s Jan. 17 meet-
ing, the appointments
are effective through

" Dec. 31, 2013.

The council also

voted to retain the firm

- of Plante Moran as city
auditors to provide
auditing and financial
consulting services for
the city through Dec.

. 31, 2013. ‘

Confirmation of
. other appointments

\ . and reappointments

included Westland

- residents Timothy
Bailey, Ron Graunstadt,

" Jerome VanHook, Earl
Lamp, Bud Prough,
Greg Green and Robert
Froreich to the Parks

" and Recreation Adviso-
ry Council to terms that

¢ expire Dec. 31, 2013.

Former Zoning Board . -

..of Appealg member. :
" e&& ski also
- Was appointed to the =

_ Westland Planning
Commission to fill
an unexpired term.
The appointment is

~ through July 20, 2013.

Valentine’s *
- Day contest

Enter our Facebook

" contest for a chance

_to win a $400 package
for a romantic night

. at the Townsend Hotel
and an $80 voucher for
the Rugby Grille. Nine
second-place winners

. will get two tickets

' to Emagine Theatres.

- Share the contest link
with a Facebook friend
and get an extra five
chances to win if they

- also enter the contest.

Pairs of movie tickets
will be awarded from
Feb. 1to Feb. 10. The *
grand prize drawing
is Feb. 13. To enter, go
" to our website, home-
townlife.com, and

. dlick on the Valentine’s |
Contest link, which is lo-

. cated on our Don't Miss -

module on the right-
: hand side.of the site.
;.
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W-w prowdes mformatlon about
smkmg fund renewal request

By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Writer

Wayne-Westland school '
officials are hoping vot- -
ers in the district will say
yes to the renewal sink-
ing fund tax levy when
they go to polls in Febru-
ary for the state’s presi-,
dential primary election.

The district is seeking
.a 10-year renewal of the
,9922-mill tax request.

The money will be usedto beencutby the state of

make significantly large

" repairs or renovations

“that will nnpact the stu-
dents.” -
“This will be used for

_ the maintenance and
. replacement of large

items that tend to go bad

after 10-15 years,” School

Superintendent Greg
Baracy said. “Most res-
idents understand how

severely schools have

Michigan and that with-
out a capital improve-

ment fund, we can’t make

the repairs because the

state doesn't provide us . -

with enough money.”
The millage would
replace a sinking fund .
levy approved by vot- -
ers in 2003. The last time
taxes can be collect-'
ed for that levy will be
July 2012. The new tax,

if approved would be

levied in 2013 and run .

through 2022, -
School officials are

* meeting with parent

groups and civic organi-
zations to provide infor-
mation about the sinking =
fund. They’re stressing
that the tax is not a new
tax nor is it an increase.
The levy represents a tax
of .9922 cents for every =

_ $1,000 of taxable value. It '

would cost the ownerofa -

home with a $40,000 tax- -

able value $39.69 a year.
The tax levy would

raise approximately $1.93 -

‘million the first year and

an estimated $19.1 million

over 10 years. The mon-

" ey will be used for such
things as replacement of .

roofs, boilers, chillers and

c¢ooling towers, exterior

PIea&e see FUND A2

Youth ASS|stance recognlzes mentors mentees

Danielle_ Prough with her former‘ rnentor Pam Blake who was honored ‘as‘ WeStIand Youth Assistance’s Mentor of the Year.
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By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Writer )

Pam Blake had to admit

Danielle Prough was

- her biggest challenge.

She realized that if she

was going to get the high

school sophomore to turn

her life around, she had to

get tough.

“I told her failure
wasn’t an option,” Blake
said. “I told her I was so
hurt and so disappointed

she had got 1nto trouble. I

made her cry.”

_ Blake and Prough were '

among the honorees

when The Westland Youth.

" Assistance ] program held

" itsannual recognition

dinner at Angelo Broth-
" ers Restaurant on Tues-

day evening. Blake was

tapped as the agency’s
Mentor of the Year, while

Prough received a speclal

recognition award.
The agency also tapped

- Jeff Oswell, a 10th-grad-

er at John Glenn, and

\

Samantha Duzak, an 11th-

grader, as this year’s .
Male and Female Youth

e Please see AWARDS, A2
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Communlty gathers to remember Kent Morton

/.

By Sue Mason .
Observer Staff Writer

Fawn Salvatore knows
there was a smile on her
son Kent Morton’s face
Sunday afternocon when a

* community came togeth-
er Sunday afternoon to
‘remember him as a great.
. father, a great sonand a
- great friend. -

“Kent would have loved
to see everyone come out -
for his daughter,” Salva-

' tore said. “I know he was

- looking down and I know "
he was smiling.” '

An estimated 1,500 peo-

ple filled the chapel and -
visiting rooms at the John
Santieu and Son Funeral
Home in Garden City for
the memorial service held *
to remember Kent Mor-
ton who died Jan. 11 after
a fall from the Ambassa-
_dor Bridge where he had
. been working. He sur- . -
. vived the 150-foot fall . -
into the Detroit River and
' even managed to swim
briefly before being car- -
_ ried off by the current.

. He was last seen near the
Bob-Lo docks south of the
bridge. His body has not
been recovered.

Fawn Salvatore, Makayla Morton and Knstl Waltsgott hug
e each other durlng the memorial.

“He was 50 caring,” said also wore orange, Kent

" his aunt Lisa Zube who
passed out memorial fold-

ers to people waiting to

enter the crowded chapel.
~ “He would do anything
for anybody. He was very

family oriented.”

- Zube wore an orange -
" Garden City Cougars

sweatshirt, and many
of those etandin_g in line

Morton’s favorite col-

or. Even funeral director '
John Santieu hung up his -
- suit coat to put on a long- -

sleeved orange jacket

and Pastor Earl Duncan

wore an orange Detroit -

' Tigers T-shirt under hls

sports coat.

Plea_se see MC_)RTON, A8

: Westland has extend—
ed an agreement to

' share the servicesof a’
required water depart- .
ment operator with
.Canton Township.

The agreement,
which the communi-
ties entered into in -

- June 2011, calls for -
the city to share the

- cost of a Canton Town-
ship employee who will -

" assist Westland in mon-

" itoring its water dis-
tribution system and
overseeing Westland’s
compliance with the .
State of Michigan.

The agreement com-
plies with Michigan
Safe Water Drinking
Act requirements and
affords Westland the

" professional exper-
tise of Canton employ-
ees who will regular-
ly meet with Westland

. Departmient of Pub-
lic Services officials,
perform site visits as

~needed, collaborate -
" on reports and on oth-
er matters related to

tem. '
The agreement with
“ Canton Township has - .

‘proven to be a success .

Westland’s water sys- .

and has helped both
communities fulfill

Clty extends shared
service agreement

requirements concern-
ing municipal service |

sharing put forth by

Gov. Rick Snyder, said

Mayor William Wild.
Canton Township will

continue to bill the City
of Westland on an hour-

ly basis as work is per-
formed.

“Westland and Can-
ton Township have a

good working relation- .

ship, and this agree-
ment makes sense

- for all involved,”

said Wild. “Westland
looks forward to more
agreements with Can-

ton Township and oth- .

_er cities to collaborate
" in endeavors, such as

this, for providing high
quality services to area
residents and business-

. es. ”

This agreement has
been a win-win situa-
" tion for both commu-

.- nities. Westland has

saved the legacy costs
of hiring new employ-
ees and Canton Town-'
ship has brought in
additional revenue to
offset current employ-
ee costs, Wild added.
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. tor for three years and
- spent seven months

.~ was in the program from
" three years. f‘

- tance director, said Blake
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of the Year award winners.
Blake has been a men-

working with Prough who

“Seven months is a long
time,” she said. “She had
been in the program for =
three years. I wasn’t her
- first mentor, but I was
- her last.”

Aretiree, Blake de01d- .

edto become amentor .
because she enjoys work-
ingwithkidsandhad = - Youth of the Year. .
the time. Prough was the , . o
~ third teen she has worked when she locks onto
with since signing up to . something, she locks on,”
be a mentor. - - he said.

“Pam is very open " Prough, a 10th-grad- .
and down to earth, she er at John Glenn, was
does a great job of build-  referred to Youth Assis- -
ing a close relationship = tance “because of a poor
with her mentees,” said choice in school.” She was
Michele Bracy, Youth - received the special rec- .’
Assistance deputy direc-  ognition for “her deter-
tor. “She even shared her - mination to improve her .
wisdom and experience behavior and make pos-
with new voluhteers to itive life choices,” Bra- -

" help them gain insight cy said.
on what it takes to be an
effective mentor.” Showing growth

“I think we would be in -“Despite making a num-
a whole different situa- ber of poor choicesin”
tion if we hadn’thadyou - the past, Danielle now
with a stern upper hand,” strives to avoid nega-
said Prough’s father. “I tive peers and better her-
don’t know how we would  self,” Bracy said. “She

" have gotten through this. ., was involved in mentor-
You don’t know how much . ing and tutoring and has -
" this family appreciated showed impressive lead-
what you have done over  ership, maturity and
and over and over again.” © growth.”
Paul Motz, Youth Assis- -~ “Pam made me the per-

son I am today,” Prough

“does what it takes to ~ said. “I don’t think I
solve problems.” would have gotten here
“Pam is wonderful, without my family, Paul

f
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ANTIQUE RADIO
'SHOW and SALE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28th -
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
. free appraisal / _‘repalr clinic / silent auction

See hundreds of art deco and
antique radios from tube- type. ,
battery operated to unusual -
transistor models at our
swap meet and sale,

$5 Admission -

Costick Activities Center

28600 Eleven Mile

between Middlebelt & Inkster Road)
rmington Hills -

_ Sbonsored bythe *
MICHIGAN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
k For information, call Rob Murrell, (248) 399-2149 J
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Westland Youth Assistance selected Jeff Oswell-as its
Male Youth of the Year and Samantha Duzak as its Female

1 Accredited by MANS / A School of Distinction

St. Michael

Catholic School

Why Choose St. Michael School?

» Deep Faith Values

» Solid Academic Foundation (K-8)

» Wide Variety of Extra-Curriculars and Programs

5% » Dedicated Staff .

» High Parent Involvement

» Strong Sense of Community and Tradition
nology

Oen House

Sunday, January 29, 2012
e 2PM-4PM
Student Guided Tours * Refreshments

Staff Available for Questions
. Privats tours avaltable by appointment

St. Michael School provides a faith-filled leaming
apvironment which fosters academic excetience and
cultivates and nurtures the abifities and interests of our

tudents to become p

mahuulntohadmgeonh‘lmmwlodely

11311 Hubbard ¢ Livonia, Ml « 48150
(734) 261-1455 ext. 226
www.livoniastmichael.org

Hershey s Shoes_z
Quo/n’yS’lmes For the Entive Family)
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i Select Styles*
2’@9@9)% @-ri%
) Take an extra .

5% OFz

clearance pﬂces with this coupon
Excludes work boots and Uggs ® Expires Marth 3, 2012

=

29522 For';l Road » Garden City /A 4775 Grand River « ov
- __ West of Middlebett X At Beck Road

/)(:734 422, 1771 248.347.7838
'(No Childrens in Novl Store)
X HOURS: M-Th & Sat. 10-6; Fl

2 Loom’wns’

4 OE0s783811

' (Motz) vw)ho yeHed at me

Youth Assistance Director Paul Motz reéognizes the Westland Rotary as Aéency of the Year -
. for its contributions to such things as the Teen Court at John Glenn High School. Accepting

Bloomfield Hills
2184 Telegraph
248.334.0566

Canton
7170 Haggerty
734.455.4677
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Display Advertising

v visitus onlme at hometownllfe com
615West Lafayette, Detroit, M 48226
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FINE MEN'S
> (LOTHING

. Salg ends Thursday, Feb. 2nd
$50 Dress Shirts.....$20
— $100 Winter Coats...$40
- $40 Sweaters.........$20
$50 Ties......cerneni. 520
- $20 Scarves............$10

TI—IE -

ﬁREm AMERICAN

————SHOE COMPANY ="

ke k EST.200

8681 N. Lilley Road in Canton—

(Just South of Joy in the Golden Gate sohopping Center) v

OE08766700

A Gront Pince To Cot Home!

PLEASE TAKE

comments on the following:

Publish: January 26, 2012

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-4

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
- NOTICE OF ,
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday,
February 9, 2012, at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers,
at the Civic Center, 6000 Mlddlebelt Road, Garden City,
Michigan. At the hearing, all interested persons shall
" have an opportumty to be heard.

The purpose of the Public Heanng is t.o sollclt pubhc

1. 11-017, Special Land Use.

~ Road is prdposmg to construct & gas station.

The property is zoned C-3, General Business.

. Gas stations are a specxa.l land uie in the C-3

zoning district. - :. jl .: N I

Written comments may be submitted prior to the public
hearing and should be addressed to: The Office of
Community Development, City of Garden. City, 6000
Middlebelt Rd., Garden City, MI 48135. . - i}

. ‘_. - R
Planning

; !
that the

7153 Mlddlebelt

;
! oEas7ee423 2
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the award was Rotary President Mary Vellardita. She’s joined by 18th District Judge Sandra
and made me cry, and Ference Cicirelli and Rotary members Margaret Harlow and Antroinette Martm :
you.” -
_“I know you're going to Oswell sald he endedup - her conflicts” with staff woman.” | -

. do great things,” Blake in Youth Assistanceby . members and partici- Also honored for thelr
said. “I know you will be default. It was either take  pants in the Life Choices - involvement in Youth -
successful. You go girl.” part in the programor go group, said Jackie Haase.  Assistance was the West-

- Oswell also was to court. was always polite  land Rotary Club which
referred to the program “Everything is going and respectful and has “has donated $7,500 includ-
because of a poor deci- great, thanks to them,” he  taken the initiative to . ing $2, 500 for the con- -
sion in school. Unlike * said. “Youth Assistance make positive decisions struction of a Teen Court

- Prough, he spent 11 was actually very fun -— in her life,” she said. ms1de John Glenn ngh
weeks in the program and  at first I didn’t think that = “Now she has the tools ‘School. !

. was praised for the lead- ' — and the DTE garden and determination to “It would not have been
ership and maturity he ~ was the better partof the reach her goals. I hope possible without the gen-
showed by volunteering class.” you continue to set goals erous support of- West-'
,atthe DTE Commumty Also the better part of foryourself.” land Rotary,” Bracy said.
Garden. . the program was meet- . Motz talked about how “I think you do live up

“It was a pleasure to get  ing his girlfriend of five her two grandmothers to your motto of Service
to know him,” YA staffer - months, Nikki Owens. “pinned me to the wall” Above Self,” Motz add-
Justin Thomas said. “He . “I was riding by one when Duzak entered the - ed. “We're inspired by the
always did a great job.” day and saw the peoplein  program. He told the . work you do. Thank you

Thomas was impressed  the garden, so I stopped,” teen that she “really hasa for continually looking
that even after being Owens said. - neat family” and that she  out for Westland and the
told it would be a lot of She stayed and accord- is “lucky to have these - children. -

- hard work atthegar- -, ingto Oswell, they “spent grandmas who adore Rotary President Mary
den, Oswell came “rain the entire time flirting.” you.” Vellardita accepted the

~ or shine with a fantastic “I’d tell teens who need Her mentor told the award telling Motz that
work ethic and good atti-  help to go to Youth Assis-  crowd that when she “wherever in life you can
tude. - ‘tance and find amentor - began working with use a little help, let us

“Jeff went aboveand .  that fits best,” he said. Duzak she would have a know.” ' |
beyond in completing far  “That’s what’s impor- scowl on her face when “We're very proud of
more community service  tant.,” | she picked her up. By the Paul Motz, he'’s young
hours than was required . end of the five months, ' people’s greatest friend,”
of him,” Thomas said. " Positive decisions she was smiling when she  she said. “Thank you,

“One day he was stung by . - Like the other teens, . ... . dropped her off at home.” = Youth Assistance, for all
bees and he kept pushing  a poor decision led to “Sam really benefitted ~ you do and thank you for
on. He was always polite ~ Duzak’s referral to Youth - from this intervention,” - recognizing Rotary.”
and thankful and it was Assistance in Febru- said her grandmother. “It ' ‘ e
great to watch him grow ary 2011. She has been has made her a more con- smason@hometownlife.com
and mature.” “open and willing to share  fident, trustworthy young (313) 222:6751
‘ FU N D . cost $1.7 million,” Bara-*  ing school elections to not participating in the

1 Vitk *cy said. “If we don’tdoit - November in odd-num- pres1dent1al primary.

" Continued from page A1 now, in the next coupleof ~ bered years. Wayne-West- ~ Baracy is hoping resi-

R { " years, it will have to be land had planned to put dents will approve the tax

e - : « replaced.” . * the renewal before vot- - . renewal, especially since

- doors and windows, ele-, Officials are also stress- ° ers in the this year’s May < itis less than the original

. mentary. kitchen remod— - ing thatisinking fund . school election. oy 1-mill requm YT

> seling and renovations, ! - money canonly beused - - “By doing it this way, - g, . “Ant ballo stion is a
parking lot upgrades and . for significantly large . we won’t have topay for.  concern, but our hopeis -
expansions and bathrcom = repairs or renovations —  a special election that that community members -
renovations. the threshold is acostof = would cost us at least realize how important it

There willbenoaddi- ., more than $20,000, Bara-  $40,000,” Baracy said. " is to maintain good school
tions like the gymnasiums  cy said —anditcan'tbe =  Because it is a partisan bulldmgs for our students
and elementary librar- used for such things as election, all votersneed _ tolearn in and for us to
ies that were constructed  salaries, insurance and .  to designate a party affil-  provide them with a qual-

"as part of the current 10- benefits. " iation to receive either . ity education,” he said.
year levy, Baracy said. “We can’t do that, it’s the Republican or Demo- Residents have until

At the top of the list prohibited by law,” Bara- cratic presidential prima- Monday, Jan. 30, to regis- -
is the John Glenn ngh . cy said. - ry ballot. But residents - ter to vote in the Feb.28
Schoolroof. - .~ Thedistrict placed the of the Wayne-Westland . election. i o

“Three-quarters of millage requestonthe - district will have a third ' l ' L
John Glenn’s roof needs February ballot after the *~ option — voting only on smason@hometownlife.com
to be replaced, that would state passed a law mov- the ballot question and (13)2226751 *;

v ..
ADULT KEYBOARD CLASS] OBSERVER |
Begin the New Year by making music part of your life! NEWSPAPERS | : ,
1
It's Easy & It’s Fun| — TOoaner | -
8WEEK f 7 =l = . ? a
. GROUP I o
COURSE ¢ HOW TO REAGH US '
s 9 Home Dellvery/Customer Sennce .......... 1 866 88- PAPER (866- 887 2737)
' NeWSIO0M...curmmesnnarsed (313 222 2223 ) SN (313) 223-3318
A 390 valuel Classified AGVErtiSing.........eseersereasesees 1 800 579- SELL (800 -579-7355)
CLASS SIZES ARE LIMITED ... ENROLL TODAY! (134 582-6363
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Westland s Old Country Buffet

Obsen/er Stafanter '

@ 6.8 b > b 88«

4

‘busmess with the sudden

+closing of Old Country Buf- '

 +fet last week. The popu-

i lar dining spot closed Jan. .

-19 just a day after its par-
+ sent company, Minnesota-
. _based Buffets Inc. and all

BySueMason |

: Westland lostalongtnme

.

closes after bankruptcy filing

-of its subsidiaries, filed vol-
. untary petitions for Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy.
“I was a little surprised
. it closed, considering it
was a busy store,” West-
land Economic Develop- -
ment Director LoriFodale A popular dining spot in Westland, Old Country Buffet closed last week after its parent company, Buffets Inc flled for
- said. “I think the commu- Chapter 11 bankruptcy : . . _ v
-nity was truly supportive
of the business, but maybe  Country Buffets in South- ories of the place. My closings. _to close “these underper-
.Fire Mountain and Golden = gate and Ann Arbor. Unaf- = three kids worked there as This is the second frlmg - forming restaurants” was
Corral (buffets) drewdown fected was the Fire Moun- -~ teens,” he said. “Talsoliked  for Buffets Inc. The com- - difficult and resulted from
their business. It's unfor- tain Buffet on Warren - 0CB because it was clear- pany went throughasim-  acomprehensive, store- .
.tunate that thishadtohap-  Road in Westland, which ly the best food value in ilar bankruptcy in2008, - by-store analysis of finan-
» o also is part of BuffetsInc. .-  town.” and closed about S0restau-  cial performance, occupan-
More readily known as Westland resident Leon- Buffets Inc. closed 81 rants. At the time, compa- . cy costs, market conditions
_OCB, itopenedin1989and  ard Poger discoveredthe . restaurantsaspartof$275  ny officials said adeclinein  and the long-term strategy
" was amajor tenant in a buffet was closed whenhe . million restructuring plan. - discretionary spendingand -of Buffets’ reorganized res-
strip mall at Wayne Road went there Sunday “and .. Italso is seeking more - rlsmg costs and commodity  taurant portfolio.
and Hunter. It was among saw an undated noticethat ~ favorable lease arrange- - prices forced that restruc- “We deeply regret the
.three Old Country Buffets  itis closed effectiveimme-  ments at other locations turing. - impact on our dedicated
closed in the Detroit area. diately.” _ and, if leases can't be mod- Buffets Inc. CEO Mlke associates in those restau-

Also shuttered were Old

! have pleasant mem- L

[y

1ﬁed, there may be more

o

. * Highly compgjl.rl\g Inclusive Rures
e 24 Hour Professional Staffing .

... * Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free_

i« . 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day :

o On-€afl Nurse Practitioner

» Medication Management - = V¢

i

Full Assistance with - D
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene -
in a Small Home-like Setting

.- for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
' FraiI/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents

» Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

* o Beauty & Barber Shop ~

' -Wander SecuredIEncIosed Courtyard N -

; hmg.s ne pwvz&e
; ( E? the gtgﬂwst t

8121 Lilley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187
" (Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

|

QEDB752114

www.CrystaICreekAssistedLiving.com

following key areas:

Shanng Faith.

Our m|ssron isto provide a Catholrc education which
encourages each student to reach their full potential.
To make this a reality, we focus on the

Academic Excellence, Service, Commumty,

All Saints cathollc School
' Open House =
Sunday, January 29, 2012 '
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

We offer:

You’re Invited To This Year’s Open House'
Come. Learn. Tour. |

In today s society, fow decisions are more significant
than those which affect your children. Their character,
values, and attitudes toward learning will be influenced
by their educational experience. All Saints Catholic
School understands these challenges and seeks to
nurture student growth in mmd body, and splnt

Average class size around 21
¢ Friendly & caring atmosphere

¢ Excellent testing scores .

* Newest Catholic School facility in the area
» Variety of student leadership opportunities
¢ All Christian Faiths Welcome

Learn More Today 734 459.2490 aIIsamtscs com

All Salnts Cathollc School Is a preschool through 8th grade school, fully accredited by the Michigan Nonpubllc
Schools Accrediting Association serving more than 25 parishes in Oakland, Washtenaw & Wayne counties.

1219948030

Andrews said the decision

rants that will be closed,”

e

. ;-——mmuuq-mmm
{ L .

. A note alerts customers

to Old Country Buffet's

. closing :

he added. -

* Fodale admitted that los-'
. ing abusiness in Westland

is tough, but city officials
are meeting with develop-

- ers everyday to bring bus1-

ness to the c1ty

“We're seeingalotof .
activity,” she said. “We lose
abusiness, but we're see-
ing more interest in busi-
ness coming to the com-
munity than gomg Inter-
est has increased in West-
land in over the past four
months.” '

“Residents can expect to
hear some exciting news .
about new businesses com-
ing to Westland in the -
future,” sheadded. -

smasothornetownlife.corn
- (313)222-6751

| NEwyou |
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Seminars
- 6-T7:30p.m.

Auditorium

February 22

Lose up {0 70% of your oxcess
body welghl in fhe first yeor

Surgery Centers are Iocoled or
St. Mary Mercy Livonia
S$t. Joseph Mercy Oakland
~ St Joseph Mercy Port Huron

- Free Edueoﬂonol |

St. Mary Mercy uvonld :

February 2 « Maich 1
" Aprl5«May3 e June7

Crowne Plaza Auburn Hills :

Isn’tit time you .
Discoyer R emarkable’

3 Scanthe QR code on
- . your smariphone, or visit
- mbl-whywaeighl.com

Call 1-87 7—WHY—WEIGHT

Michigan Bariatric Institute . -
A Banomc Surgery Center of Excellence

Patient Lori W.,
Lost Qver 140 Pounds

o 2R
| JOSEPH\*I

SAINT

MERCY

" HEALTH SYSTEM
A Member of Trinify Health

COMPLETE AN E"THXTF%MI ON JAN. 26™ & zzlﬂ 3
souruz_g\sr MICHIGAN FORD DEALER!

""" Sea official entry form fof rules. E
MWUMMWWM 24“!'8!9‘! :

F(IRD IS DETHOIT’S BEST SELLINE BHAND WITH GHEAT 24 MONTH lEASE OFFERS"

'Basad on CYTD Sales.
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Recovery of stolen autos up
in 2011, H E A. T reports

Since its ihception in 1985,

Livonia-based Help Eliminate

Auto Thefts (H.E.A.T.) has been
working in partnership with
citizens and law enforcement
to keep Michigan communi-
ties safe from the dangers and
expense associated with auto
theft-related crimes.

. To date across its 26-year-
history, H.E.A.T. has managed
more than 9,100 anonymous tip-
calls and website submissions,
which have led to the recov-
ery of more than 4,400 vehicles
valued at over $54 million. As
a result, more than 3,500 sus-
pects have been arrested and
more than 2,200 t1psters have

Madonna honors or1m1nal Justme alumm top cops i

Madonna Un1vers1ty of Livo-
nia has rebuilt its Wall of Hon-
or highlighting the many police
chiefs and high-ranking law -
enforcement officials who
have graduated from its crim-
inal justice program dver the
past 40 years. -

~ “The Wall of Honor was
established several years after
the criminal justice program
began in 1972 as more of our

* graduates were promoted,”

. said Barry Sherman, chair of
the criminal justice program.
“The wall has continued to
grow larger every year and it
became evident we needed to
expand and re-build it.” . .

The redesigning of the wall

coincides with the 75 birthday .

‘of Madonna University.

“The numerous chiefs on the
wall represent many communi-
ties throughout Michigan and
some in other states,” Sherman
said. “Of Madonna’s many dis-

been awarded sorrie $3.7 mil-
lion for their information. - -
In 2011, HE.A.T. saw an

- increase over its 2010 statis-

tics across nearly every cate-
gory. Additionally, the number
of tips paid, the amount of tips

_ awarded and the value of prop-

erty recovered all saw increas-.

es over both 2010 and 2009 fig-
ures.

From Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2011,
H.E.A.T. managed 338 tip calls,

which led to the recovery of 97

vehicles (up from 77 in 2010)
valued at over $1.6 million (up
from approximately $90,000
in 2010 and $89,000 in 2009).
Seventy-seven suspects were

tmgulshed alumm is retired
Livonia Police Chief Robert
Stevenson who was recent-
ly appointed executive direc-

of Chiefs of Police. And retired
Police Chief David Harvey of

" Garden City is now the execu-
- tive director of the Michigan

Commission on Law Enforce- -
ment Standards. Both of these
individuals are presently mem-
bers of the Madonna Univer-

. sity Criminal Justice adJunct

faculty.”

. The renewed d1sp1ay of pho-

tographs will be rededicated in
a ceremony at 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 13, at the Universi-

ty Gallery on Madonna’s main
campus. Stevenson and Har-
vey will be guest speakers at
theevent.

The University Gallery is
located outside the library on
the second floor in the main
academic building. '

~ tor of the Michigan Association

arrested and 55 anonymous tip-
sters received rewards val-

ued at nearly $117 000 (a near-
ly 30 percent increase from last
year).

“We continue to be encour-
aged by and grateful for the
active participation of Mich-
igan citizens in protecting
themselves and their neigh-
borhoods from auto theft-relat-
ed crime,” said Terri Miller,
HE.A.T. director. “Thanks to

- their information and our tena-

cious partners in Michigan’s
law enforcement agencies, we
are steadfast in our efforts to
chip away at auto crime state-
wide.” .

. To further assist inHE.AT’s
auto theft awareness and pre-
vention in Michigan mov- ‘
ing forward, the organization
recently unveiled a revamped

website at www.1800242HEAT.

com, Visitors will find a more
streamlined site and enjoy a
more user-friendly format for
learning about the HE.A.T.
program and auto theft pre-
vention, as well as reporting
anonymous tips.- X
H.E.A.T. works with Mich- .
igan law enforcement agen-
cies to follow up on tips. Tip-
sters are awarded up to $1,000,
if the tip leads to the arrest
and prosecutmn of a suspected

Madonna University student Arjun Thakar takes a look at thetnew Wall of Honor for Criminal Justice alumni. .

car thief or a persoh suspect- -
ed of auto theft-related insur- .
ance fraud.

Rewards of up to $10 000 are

issued, if a tip results in the

arrest and binding over for tri-. -
. al of a suspected theft ring or -

chop shop operators. HE.A.T.
rewards up to $2,000 for infor-

 mation leading to the issuance -

of a warrant for a carjacking
suspect.

The H.E.A.T. tip line i 1s mon-
itored by the Michigan State
Police and funded by Michi-
gan’s auto insurance compa-
nies. Follow H.E.A.T. on Face-'
book and @1800242HEAT on
Twitter.

SIHI

JAN 26-29

EN YUN

- Detroit Opera House
tel. (888)880-4110 | Detshows.com

ALL-NEW 2012 PROGRAM
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

«] probably C
have reviewed .
over 3,000 to
4,000 shows
since 1942, that still can-

not compare to what [ saw

tonight. I will give this pro-
duction 5 Stars, that’s the =
top! The best word to use -
was ‘mind blowing’!”

- Richard Connema, critic for
Talkin’ Broadway :

- THOUGHT | WAS IN HEAVEN ”

— Robin Dale, a popu/ar Scott/sh musician’

‘ “Jt was an
extraordinary
experience...
the level of
skill, but also .

the power of the archetypesl

and the narratives were
startling. And of course it
was exquisitely beautiful.”

- Cate Blanchett, Academy

Award-winning Actress

“It’s absolute-
ly beautiful, it
was so inspir-

- ing, IthinkI
may have found some new
ideas for the next Avatar. It
was a very un1que perfor-
‘mance.”

- Oscar-Winner Robert Strom-
berg, Production Designer for
dvatar and Alice in Wonderland

Ladies of the Tang Palace, 2011. -

A

“A gteat job bringing together the history

of Chinese culture. The sound effects, the visual -

effects, the special effects—it’s just amazing” N .
— Amerigo Fabbri, Dean, Yale University ! ' _ ' Lo e

_ “A beautiful show—fantastic' .
If you ever get a chance to see it, you should” = - e
" — Joy Behar, Co-host of ABC s The View A

Shen Yun Performing Arts is tourihg the leading venues in over 20 countries on 5 continents,

www.ShenYun2012.com including the Lincoln Center in New York and the Kennedy Center in Washington DC.

Presented by Michigan Falun Dafa Association

|
[\
-k
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Gebhardt to chalr Spe01a1.

Commlttee on Ethlcs

: Wayne County Commls- o
sioner Joan Gebhardt (D-

District 12) was appoint-

"ed Monday by Commis- -

+ ' sion Chairman Gary

‘ 1 ° CONDITION 1 RENTAL %
. : ALL WITH st I wrru NEW VACUUM | 2“(’)“ 'kzﬁsﬁ
' wwrmumanacsraperovar | av3s.esvarus FILTERS

| e -
I 10 'DA JOFF I-H_J_.

| FLOOR MODELS | CARPET
I MOST IN EXCELLENT | CLEANER.

. Woronchak (D-Dearborn)

to chair the Commission’s
new-

ly orga-
nized Spe-

mittee on
Ethics.

{ The

Special

Commit-

Gebhardt " teeon -

s " Ethicsi is

preparmg the county’s -

first comprehensive eth-

ics ordinance for final - -

o approval by the com-

mission, The committee

will take the draft ethics o

ordinance presented last
month by the commis- -
sion’s Ethics Task Force,

- which Gebhardt chaired,
- and work out details of -

how it will be enforced
and funded. 8
“Wayne County will
benefit greatly from the
. organization of this com-
mlttee as we strive to
contmue to strengthen -

‘our ethics policies,” said '

:Gebhardt, whose district
‘includes Westland Ink-

. ster and the southem por— o
. 'tion of Livonia. °

: “Iam honored to be
-named as chair of this
.committee, and along

- 'with the other mem- -

bers will push forward to

‘assure greater transpar- -
“ency is achieved and ethi-

cal guldelmes are met.”

n
§

cial Com- -

Vg ouung Gebhardt on the '

commlttee w111 be Woron- \

chak, Commission Vice
Cha1r Alisha Bell (D- -
Detroit), Vice Chair Pro-

Temp Laura Cox (R-Livo- -
- rently exist in the coun-

nia) and Commissioner -

Irma Clark- Coleman (D- .
- Detroit). '

- Woronchak created '
the Ethics Task Force — -

which in addition to Geb- -
- hardt and Bell, included

Comm1ss1oners Diane

. Webb (D-Garden City),
~Tim Killeen (D-Detroit) "
~and Ilona Varga (D-Lin-

- coln Park) — short-
~ly after being elected -
" chair of the commission

a year ago. The ethics

. ordinance was expected
" to take about a year to

develop so the process
remains on schedule.".
“The Ethics Task i
Force did a lot of work
to put this document

_together, and the county

will benefit from their .-
service,” said Woron-

" chak.

Events that have .

" become known in recent -

months include relation-

- ships between the coun-:

ty and contractorstoa
federal investigation

.and FBI subpoenas for

county records. -
- “This ethics ordinance

- will help to resolve -+ -
+ " many of those issues -~

that have generated

- quite a fury in Wayne .
- County,” Gebhardt said."

An ethics ordinance -

generally sets standards
“ ty contracting practic-

of conduct for offi-

cials and employees and .
rules for disclosure and

openness de51gned to
avoid conflicts of inter-

. est and improper busi-

ness practices.
Ethics policies cur-

ty’s procurement ordi-

. nance, which sets policy .

for contractmg

As part of its deliber-
ations, the task force
examined ethics ordi-
nances from other gov-
ernments, discussing

. what best practices could

be applied to Wayne

- County.
: Controversy has sur-
‘rounded the county since
- late September when it

was revealed that its for-

" mer economic devel-

opment director got a

. severance payment of

$200,000 when she left .
her county job to become
CEO of Metro Airport. -
_The furor that followed
resulted in the termi-
nation or resignation of

- high-ranking appointees
" in the administration of .
‘County Executive Robert

Ficano. The new airport

. CEO returned the money
. and later was fired from

the airport position.
Federal authorities
continue to investigate
the county in the wake
of the severance scan-
dal. The FBI subpoe-

- naed county records to
" determine whether laws

were broken. Meanwhile,

-news media reports have °

brought scrutiny to coun-

es, projects, employment

- packages and more.

LO’CT/KL NEWS
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Verdi Op-
era singers
Rebecca

Eaddy and
Zeshan .~
. ‘ _ Bagewadi
- - T performa

RARANY

wEh
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Y
X |
H

‘Verdi’s La
Traviata.
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Itallan American Club holds
Cullnary Extravaganza

The Itahan Amerlcan Club of L1vo-
' nia is once again sponsoring its annu-

al Culinary Extravaganza to benefit St.

Louis Center in Chelsea."
The event will be held Sunday, J an.

29, beginning with a Mass at noon. The .

: Culinary Extravaganza, starting at 1

p-m., features food from 15 areares- - -

' taurants and five bakeries. “A Taste of
Opera,” featuring artists from the Ver-

di Opera Theatre of Mlcmgan, w111 fol-

low

The St. Louis Guanella Humamtan— o
an Award will be presented by the Ser- .

vants of Charity, and a silent auction
and a gift raffle are also included.

St. Louis Center is a residential fam-
ily, living and learning environment

providing for the physical, emotion- "7
al and spiritual needs of children and , °
adults with developmental disabili- - -

.

, t1es Managed by the Servants of Char-

ity congregat1on St. Louis Center has
been operating in Chelsea since 1960,
and celebrated its 50th anniversary in

.. 2010. It was built by the Archdiocese of .
Detroit under the leadership of Arch~
bishop John Francis Dearden. '

_The money raised from this event

will be earmarked for the transporta- -

tion needs of the residents, and include -

“aportion of a driver’s salary. - ‘
- Participating bakeries and shops
include Dunia Sweets, Heritage Bak-
ery, Kilwin’s Chocolates. Mary Den-

- ning’s Cake Shop, and Tuscan Cafe. .~

q piece from -

S

. Dinner tickets are $50 each. To order . - e

tickets, contact Gianna Prokop at (866)
- 990-IABC, ext. 2, or Joseph Yekulis at
(734) 475-8430. More information about
:St. Louis Center is avallable at www.
stlou1scenter org :
) ' > L N

,w HARVEST BI

”Brmg us your
needs and
together we .

OE08766701

- Come One, Come Alll -

Prayer Open HouSe

~ Friday, January
. Drop in anytime between 7-9 PM

Harvest Bible Chapel

6420 Newburgh, Westland, MI 48185 -

BLE CHAPEL

You are invited to attend a - -

27,2012

For more information please call 734-895-3280 |

"COME HELP US CELEBRATE
--»!f'»:x».oun NEW NOVI LocArlou_;;

S'I'OP BY FOR

I-IIIGE PRICE DISCOUN'I'S

- DEMONSTRATIONS

pl.us. HOTDOGS, SNACKS |
' & REFRESHMENTS!

WE'VE MOVED OUR
NOVI S'I'ORE!

D57 39

THE SIZE
TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

THE PARKING

GHTTAND‘CANIST E
RYs O

 SANITAIRE®

dyson ‘ EURH(A Sh\plleﬂy fpieic) RICCAR, 'Kirby

E] Electrolux

and morel o

€]

PKG OF BAGS
| WITI'IBWIPKGS

BANK'S PRICE PROTECTION

\STUNECUP,

 GUARANTEED
 TO BEAT ANY
'-' COMPE'I‘I'I'OR

4 SINCE 1956 - NO COUPON NEEDED! I Excludes some specialty vacuums !
1

L

REG. $29.95

WH‘hCoupon E)q:ltBs3/4ll2'Prbrsalesoxdudod

~

95

/ PLUS PARTS

PLYMOUTH

; 989 Ann Arbor Rd.
i Between Main & Sheldon

734-455-3500

ALI\VACUUM'ACCESSORIES ETEEEDS

7o 8@0?@ |

Bogs, Boit, UG
""“ s oo, 20,680

and more! . ITENLS 4 STOCK!

Sales
Parts
Repairs
Tune-Ups

43015 Grand River Ave.
Between Novi Rd. & Main St.
Next to Fire Station

248-347-7655

LIVONIA

282515 Mile Rd.
Between Middlebelt & Inkster

734-425-1105

Hours: Mon & Thurs 9 - 7 » Tues, Wed, fri 9 - 6 » Sat 9 - 5:30
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http://banksvac.com
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Cy Many local residents _
probably wouldn’t con- -
ér services available, . -

: cal Relief as.aplaceto . - including durable med-

Lo

- By Sue Buck
Qbserver Staff Writer

sider World Medi-

. obtain help with pre-

- ' many, many years,”
- Hughes said.

" its international assis- -
~ tance, is ready to help .

- too. Recipients don’t .
., have to be unemployed -

SN 'prescrlptlon ass1stance
. Some employers don’t '
" provide medical insur-

_ pharmacy may be the

-adding $300 for each

.. additional dependent.
"People can also qualify
. if they do not have pre-

. age, even though they
~ may have health insur- - . v
- that is known as a best—

| ~ They may still qualify
~."if they have a discount ,

' " scriptions. But that’s
“ what Betty Hughes,a ' -
* Senior Alliance repre- -

sentative who is also a
Medicaid and Medicare
counselor, told those in -

““attendance at a special

" seminar for the unin-
" sured held Thursday at .
" the Maplewood Center.

“World Medical Relief
has been around for -

The WMR, known’ for
Michigan residents, - -

to receive medical and

ance coverage and part-

21:" time employers often - |
.-, don’t qualify.’

WMR'’s state- l1censed _

answer with prescrip-
tions at $8.30 each, and
“in most cases, your .
medicine can be mailed .
directly to your home,”
according to informa-
tion provided by Hughes
and found on the WMR '

er year, if single, and ..

37,000 for a couple,

scription‘drug cover- © "

ance or are not current- .
ly enrolled in Medicaid.

N

v prescr1pt10n card or are
a senior on Medicare -
, . Part D. Documentation
- of income is required."

The WMR has oth-

ical equipment like hos-
pital beds, wheelchairs,
shower chairs, walkers,

" canes and commodes.
They carry basic medi- -
_cal, diabetic and colos-

tomy supplies, liquid
nutrition and inconti-
nent products.

: Cheryl Stepanian,
- senior coordinator at -

the Maplewood Center,

heard good thlngs about

“1 had a woman in my

- office yesterday who
_ said that they treated
her wonderfully,” Stepa- .

nian said.

. Contact World Medical
Relief Inc. at 11745 Rosa

Parks Blvd., Detroit, - -

- call (313) 866-5333, fax

(313) 866-5588 or send
an e-mail to info@world-

" medicalrelief.org. More
information is available

on the website at www.

* worldmedicalrelief.org. ‘

" Free clinics

. Hughes said that

- . Michigan is not the -

worst in the number

_of uninsured people.

It falls 17th on the list,
with 13.8 percent of the

: .- total population unin-
. website. -
* Qualifications 1nc1ude
S be1ng older than age 18,
-, earning $24,000 or less

sured. .
Some people work .
and are still uninsured

~ because they are not

offered health insur-

~ ‘ance. In Wayne Coun- .
.- ty, one option for help is
- the Wayne County Four

Star program, a health

insurance program. Stu-

dents can also purchase

- this insurance. ,

“This is something -~

kept secret,” Hughes

" said: “Insurance can be
. purchased. Youdon't -

" have to be workmg.” ‘
. For the Four Star pro-
- gram, call (866) 780- _
" 6655 or visit waynecoun-
tyfourstar.org. - .
Clinics also are avail-.
able for medical and .
_ dental needs. With the .
' Affordable Care Act,.
lower cost insurance
'should become available
in 2014 where there will .
"be exchanges and choic-
es, she said, adding that
- it’s difficult to align dif-
" ferent programs r1ght
now. - . -
There also is the Hope
Clinic, which is looking -
for a permanent loca-
tion after the clinic was

. , , . . . .
C. ~ . L . ¢ .
m
. B . \ .

e 'people w1th no insur-
. ance and chargeson a_

1

i

. sliding scale.” A full-ser-

vice clinic, it is locat-

. ed at 2500 Hamlin Court
" in Inkster and can be
. reached at (313) 561- -

- §100. o

- Hughes cautmned o
about discount prescrip- -
tion cards. = . -

~ “There are many out ‘

there and many are -
fraudulent,” she said.

“They are just looking =
-. for your personal infor-
« mation. To know what is

the best discount card,
talk to the pharmacist.”
The Needy Meds pro-

. gram is one which she .

destroyed as a result of

* the William C. Frank’s
- Furniture Store explo-

. It is temporarily locat-
ed in the Metromal] on

Michigan Avenue east -~ |

of Wayne Road near
the Wayne Post Office.’

" The clinic will be mov-

.ing in the next couple of

. weeks. . .

. “They are still ina i
temporary locat1on, but
the phone number is -

~ still the same,” Hughes

* said. “If you have no
insurance at all, they

- will take you. Not only:
is thisa completely

" sion in Wayne in 2010, L 1

~likes. It can be found

online on the Internet.

S'omething for -

o everyone .

. When it comes to med—
1cal insurance and pre-.

- scription assistance,
’ HUghes said that “there -
.is something for every-

- one.”

Many people had

1nqu1red about Social

free clinic, itis a Chrls- .

_ tian clinic wh1ch runs

on a bunch of different

.grants. St. Joseph Mer-
" ¢y Hospital in Ypsilan-

ti and St. Mary Mercy

Hospital help to facili- *

. tate the programs. We

have doctors who volun-, .

- teer their time.” .
' Patients can’t choose
‘their hospital, though,
- because they are sent to
the facility correspond-
~ ing to their ZIP code. "
Hope Clinic’s phone
number is (734) 710~
6688.
Western Wayne Fam1-
1y Health Center, a fed-

* eral chmc also accepts ‘.

Security and health . -

" insurance during per-
 manent disability which

" prevents working. An’
--application can be done

online and documenta-
tion is requlred from a

- physicianin chronolog1-

" cal order.

‘. “This will be looked at
through many magnify-

- ing glasses,” she said.

*.“They are looking for

any possibility that you
will be able to return to
work. Social Security

is income coming from

- your work h1story Itis
"not 1nsurance It is only

income.’

. The process can get

.'going in six months.
. Checks will come from

two years after which, if .

Vo
L

program.’ :

“That’s how you get B
your health 1nsurance,” .
she said. ’

+ With Medloald income .
has to be less than $908 -
' and assets less than L

$2,000.

o “Medicaid is for those

under the age of 18 and

- If there is a disability

~ and the person applied .

for Social Security, .

" they could possibiy be

approved for a Medicaid

' program, she said. It is

a complex process and
she advised that the per-

ified.”. .
STt w111 not always

* be smooth,” she said.

“There are a lot of
bumps in the road.”
There is are low-cost,

privdte insurance cov-

WMR offers heIp close to home

~over the age of 64,” she _.
- said. ‘The middle group
"+ has to go through alot -/

" of different things.” - "

‘son get everythmg clar-

erage which is minimal,

. she added.

Informatlon

' avallable

Irene Bertuca a Gar-
den City re51dent said

the seminar was helpful .
because she was able to "

receive information for -
her son, Lawrence, who

receives Social Security. .

. “But it is over the lim-

it and he can’t get insur-

ance,” she said. “We

' have to look for some

insurance that he can -

have until he can geton
Medicare.” '

Stepanian has a vari-
ety of information in

" her office at the Maple-*

.. still disabled, the recipi- *
“ent will be automatically .-
-enrolled in the Medicare -

© e

- wood Center, located -
-on Maplewood, west of

Merriman, in Gar