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With the help of about 450 
volunteers, Life Remodeled 
completed construction of a 
new home in Norwayne.over 
six days in April

Get a look at the real
ity show filmed during the 
project at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 2, at the 
Emagine Theater on Ford, 
east of Lotz, in Canton. 
Admission is $1 per person.

Life Remodeled is hoping 
to sell its reality show to a 
cable network and help fund 
future projects.

Jisst a m iiite f
Westland city offices, 

including the library, recy
cling center and 18th District 
Court, will be closed Monday, 
May 30. The library will be 
closed Sunday, May 29.

And for residents with a 
Monday refuse collection 
day, there will be no rub
bish or recycling picked up 
Memorial Day. Those col
lections will be picked up 
Tuesday and refuse collec
tion will be delayed by one 
day for the remainder of the 
week.
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- Four WaynevWestland 
middle school students will .

, enjoy a week at camp as part 
of a partnership between the 
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Middle School will attend 
one*week sessions at YMCA 
camps.

"On behalf of all of the 
employees and customers, 
we're happy to support the 
YMCA and young people in 
the community,” Doug North 
said. "I attended camp and I 
remember it to this day."

The students had to write 
essays about.either some
one who inspired them to be 
a leader in the community' 
or about a camp whicfyjhey 
would enjoy and how if 
would have an impact on 
their life. Rice was the onl] 
one to write about a leader 
Rosa Parks, and how atten4 
ing a YMCA camp would 
make her a better leader like 
the late civil right's activist.

Dean wrote aboutwant- 
ing to attend a babfsittmg 
camp to le a rn  th/skills 
that would maie her a good 
baby-sitter, page expressed 
interest intending a camp 
that woû  teach him more 
about# creative arts, 
«hileiirzycki wants to learn 
abQ-̂  survival m the woods.

The camps offer every- 
rfing they're looking for and 
vill truly change their lives,” 
said Doug Overton from the 
Livonia Family YMCA.
^Not only did North spon- 

'for them for the camps, he 
also presented them with 
canvass bags, packed with a 
sleeping bag, hat and beach 
towel. . .
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Pared-down W-W language in new budget
BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

t Wayne-Westland school officials are 
relieved that the new school aid budget 
includes a partial restoration of its $6 
m illion equity funding. But beyond 
that, there’s not much to celebrate.

“We’re happy to get it, but it’s one
time money. Even the state language 
is one time only,” said Gary M artin,

deputy director for administrative and 
business services. “We’re struggling to 
keep our heads above water w ith the 
challenges this year and w ith what 
we’ll face in 2012-13.”

The budget that was signed into law  
Thursday w ill cost Wayne-Westland 
between $7-7 m illion and $9 m illion. 
Per-pupil funding w ill still be cut $470, 
but there’s the potential to get $200 
back. The state is offering $100 per

student to offset a sharp increase in 
retirement costs and another $100 if  
districts meet five best practices relat
ed to service consolidation, bidding out 
of non-instructional services, employ
ees paying 10 percent of their health 
care, the district being the health care 
policy holder and a dashboard on its 
website.

According to Supt. Greg Baracy, with 
some tweaking, the district could qual

ify for the dashboard best practice, “but 
the other four, we’re not even close.” 

“These are huge cuts,” he said.
I f  the district qualifies for the $200 

extra, the loss would be $608 per stu
dent, but without the best practice 
money, the loss is $708 per student.

“These are being used as one-time 
money to soften the blow,” M artin  said.

P lease  see BUDGET, A2

Westland spared massive flooding after heavy rainfall
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'C o n s t ru c t io n  equ ipm en t in H ines Pa rk  w as subm erged  by f lo od  w a te rs  a s  th e  M idd le  Rouge R ive r o ve rf lo w ed  it s  b anks . The p a rk  is  a  f lo o d  p la in  

fo r  th e  r iv e r  w h ich  c re s te d  a t 10.6 in ches  Thu rsday  m orn ing , ju s t  above  it s  1 0-foo t f lo od  stage .

BY LEANNE ROGERS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

W hat a difference from  a year ago. 
Unlike some surrounding communi
ties, W estland avoided any widespread 
problems after heavy rains last week.

“We’re pretty stable. We had 60-80 
homes that experienced flooding. A, 
lot o f it was Wednesday night,” said 
W estland M ayor W illiam  W ild. “M ost 
of it was in  the north end of town all 
the way across to Inkster Road along 
Hines Park.”

In  June 2010, approximately 2,000 
homes around the city reported base
ment flooding following a tremendous 
rainfall. In  this case, W ild  said the 
rainwater overwhelmed the Wayne 
County interceptor in H ines Park 
—  the Rouge River was reported to be 
five feet above its norm al level for this 
time of year.

“A t some point between 5 : 3 0 - 9 : 3 0  

p.m., Wayne County bypassed the 
interceptor and pumped the water into 
the river. That got things moving,” said 
Wild.

City crews worked on diverting water

P lease  see FLOODING, A2

Zumbathon raises money, 
awareness of sarcoidosis

BY LEANNE ROGERS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A s a Zum ba instructor, Derica Wade works 
to get people fit and moving.

Now  Wade is using Zum ba to raise money 
and educate people about sarcoidosis, a poten
tially fatal systemic disease that can affect any 
organ.

“M y  mother-in law has the disease —  it runs 
all through my husband’s fam ily and we’ve lost 
fam ily members to it,” said Wade. “It’s really 
near and dear to my heart.”

The Zumbathon for Sarcoidosis w ill be held 
2-4 p.m. Sunday, June 5, at Skateland West, 
37550 Cherry H ill, Westland, where Wade 
teaches Zum ba four days a week. The doors 
open at 1:30 p.m. It ’s open to all ages and a $15 

\donation is requested.
\  “We average more than 100 people for a 
2ymba party. I  hope we w ill get at least 200 
people for the Zumbathon,” said Wade.

Along w ith the Zum ba fundraiser to ben
efit \he Foundation for Sarcoidosis Research, 
Wade said part o f the event is aimed at edu
cating the public about the disease. I f  the 
aver age person has heard of the disease, she 
notes th it it is likely because that is what 
caused the death o f comedian and actor 
BernieMac.

In  saicoidosis, the immune system doesn’t 
function properly and blood cells become 
overactivfe, releasing chemicals which cause 
inflam ed tissue to form  ih the body’s organs. 
Common symptoms are vague, such as fatigue 
unchanged by sleep, lack of energy, weight loss, 
aches and pains, arthritis, dry eyes, swelling of 
the knees, blurry vision, shortness of breath, a 
dry hacking cough or skin lesions. The cause

Hearing delayed in WYAA 
embezzlement case

BY LEANNE ROGERS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The prelim inary exami
nation for a former athletic 
association president charged 
w ith embezzling from  the 
group has been delayed 
again.

Galen Huren Jr., 46, had 
been scheduled to appear 
before 18th D istrict Court 
Judge M ark  McConnell 
Thursday for prelim inary 
examination on a charge 
of embezzling more than 
$20,000 from  the W estland 
Youth Athletic Association.

The hearing was adjourned 
until Thursday, June 16.

Currently residing in  
Garden City, Huren is free on 
the $10,000/10 percent bond. 
He had waived h is right to 
prelim inary examination^ 
w ithin 14 days o f arraign
ment.

The charge is that money 
was stolen from  W Y A A  
from  January to July 2010. 
According to police, cash col
lected for registrations were 
not deposited into the b an k  
W Y A A  put the figure for the

P lease  see HEARING, A2

In s tru c to r D e ric a  Wade is  u s ing  a Zum ba-thon  to  

ra is e  m oney and ed u ca te  peo p le  a bo u t s a rco id o s is , a 

p o te n t ia lly  fa ta l s y s te m ic  d isea se .

isn’t known and there isn’t a cure.
“There isn’t a lot of awareness. It ’s a horrible 

disease. They used to think it was genetic but 
now it affects all ethnic groups... It used to 
occur more in ethnic minorities,” said Wade, 
who hopes to have a couple of sarcoidosis suf
ferers speak at the event.
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and they provided inform a
tion to hom eowners about 
how to deal w ith water in  
their basem ents. La st year, 
the city send out crews from  
Belfor to helps residents 
clean up their basements.

“La st year w as a cityw ide  
emergency in  m y estim a
tion, th is was more localized  
flood in g in  the Rouge area,” 
said  W ild . “W e dodged the 
bullet.”

The recent wet weather 
caused the cancellation  
o f the Thursday m orn ing  
ground-breaking scheduled 
for W estland’s Com m unity  
Garden in  partnership w ith  
D T E  Energy at their tra in 
in g  fac ility  o f Cherry H ill.

“The ground is so wet. 
They haven’t even been able 
to plow,” said  W estland  
P lan n ing D irector Bruce 
Thom pson, who also heads 
the city’s M ission : Green 
program . N o  new date has 
been set for the ground
breaking.

The rain  is also delaying 
w ork on the rem ediation 
and restoration o f Central 
C ity Park, w hich is sched
uled to be com pleted by 
June 17.

“Obviously, it’s been bad. 
They were supposed to pave 
the approaches to the park  
from  Carlson  th is week 
but that was moved back a 
week,” said  W estland Parks 
and Recreation D irector 
Robert Kosow ski. “The rain  
has definitely lim ited  us but

Rezoning allows 
to relocate to Ford

range 
Road site

Hines Drive near Warren Road in Westiand couldn't be seen under the Middle 
Rouge River which spilled over its banks after heavy rainfall Wednesday.

BY LEANNE ROGERS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The F iring Line shooting 
range w ill be relocating.

The W estland C ity Council 
recently approved a rezoning 
and special land use required 
to allow the F iring Line to 
relocate to 33000 Ford, west of 
Venoy.

The 14,469-square-foot 
building had been used for 
automotive repair. It had been 
zoned CB-4, vehicle service, 
with the rezoning m aking it I-  
1, light industrial, which allows 
an indoor gun range.

M oving from  its current 
location in an industrial park 
off H ix  north of Ford, the 
Firing Line would now be 
located w ithin the Westland

A playscape in Hines Park will be out of commission until the Middle Rouge P[*0Q TSSSiVS ra f f lf i 
River recedes. Flooding due to heavy rain closed Hines Drive from Northville 
to Dearborn.

there is not m uch we cai) do. 
The ground is so saturated, 
it ’s sta rtin g to look like they 
are’go ing to need an exten
sion. We have a really great 
contractor and we w ant to 
do it right.”

The park has been closed 
due to lead contam ination  
since 2006. The rem edia
tion project focuses on the

east part o f the park w hich 
w as cleared and regraded 
in  advance o f a geotextile 
m em brane being in sta lled  
to contain contam inated  
so il and covered w ith up to 
12 inches o f top so il before 
being seeded in  some areas, 
covered w ith sod in  others.

lrogersfhometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
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m issing funds at $31,000 dur
ing this period of time.

Representatives from  
W Y A A  filed a complaint 
with police in  July 2010 after 
Huren had resigned as presi
dent. Huren, who has entered 
a not gu ilty plea, denied the 
allegations when interviewed

by police.
W Y A A  officials discovered 

money m issing when the 
group began getting notices 
of nonpayment, including the 
utilities at their headquarters 
oh Farm ington Road. The 
group reported little or no 
deposits into their account for 
about six months.

W Y A A  has worked out 
payment plans and has been 
working to rebuild their 
finances after adding to their

financial checks and balances, 
while continuing to offer 
youth sports programs.

Now  in its 53rd year, W Y A A  
registers about 1,000 young
sters 5-16 years old annually 
participating in  football, base
ball, volleyball, basketball, 
softball and cheerleading.
The group is self-supporting 
through registration fees and 
fundraisers.

lrogersihometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428

The W estland Goodfellows 
have added a new progres
sive raffle to its fund-raising 
efforts. In  addition to its long
standing regular Bingo event, 
held every week at the Wayne 
Ford Civic Center, and poker 
tournaments, at M arvaso’s -  
Electric Stick, the Goodfellows 
have launch #n “Ace of Spades’ 
Progressive Raffle, a 54-week 
event, hosted by Buffalo W ild  
W ings, 6677 N . Wayne Road, 
Westland.

Draw ings are held at 9:30 
p.m. every Monday. It  is a 
60/40 raffle w ith 60 percent 
of the jackpot going to the 
winner. People interested 
in participating, can visit 
Buffalo W ild  W ings to get 
tickets each week.

G o lf  o u t in g
The W estland Fire Fighter’s 

Public Awareness Committee 
is sponsoring a benefit go lf 
outing for Children’s Fire 
Safety.

The proceeds from  the out
in g w ill be used to educate 
children about the dangers of

Downtown Development 
Authority district. The favor
able recommendation from  the 
Planning Com m ission cited 
studies prepared for the D D A  
suggesting that the amount of 
automotive-related uses along 
the Ford Road corridor be 
reduced.

In  other action:
• Council approved a 

revised site plan for Plastipak 
Packaging, 1351N. Hix. The 
action w ill allow the instal
lation of an addition to the 
roof o f the existing building to 
accommodate new equipment 
for the existing operations.

The proposed roof extension 
would be 35 feet tall and the 
construction materials w ill 
match the existing 184,631- 
square-foot building.

AROUND WESTLAND
fire and how to escape them. 
Throughout the year, the 
Public Awareness Committee 
promotes fire safety through 
school program s, after-school 
program s and the sponsorship 
o f m any other functions, both 
w ithin the fire department 
and w ithin the city.

The 2011 Children’s Fire 
Safety G o lf C lassic w ill be 
held on Thursday, June 9, 
at the Gateway G o lf Club, 
33290 Gateway Dr., Romulus. 
The cost is $125 per person 
and includes lunch, dinner, 
refreshments and prizes. The 
tee time for the 4-person shot
gun scramble is 8:30 a.m.

To participate in  the go lf 
outing or for fairway sponsor
ship information, call (734) 
467-3201.

B o w lin g  b e n e f it
A  Breast Cancer 3-Day  

bow ling benefit w ill be held 
Saturday, June 4, O ak Lanes, 
8450 N. M iddlebelt Westland. 
Check-in begins at 6:30 p.m., 
bow ling starts at 7 p.m.

The cost is $15 per person 
and includes three games of 
9 pin no tap bowling, and

• A  revised site plan has also 
been approved for a proposed 
solar pilot project at the D T E  
Energy Training Facility, 38155 
Cherry H ill, west o f Newburgh. 
Plans call for the installation 
of a 386kW  solar array system  
at the south end of the site and 
a 5kW  solar system at a pole 
bam  previously approved by 
council.

The site has an existing 
22,000-square-foot building 
and a large outdoor training 
facility, w ith outbuildings at 
the rear o f the property.

The development on the 
property makes it necessary for 
W estland’s D T E  Community 
Garden to relocate on the site 
for its second year.

irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428

shoe rental and mystery, cash 
bar, snack bar open, raffles 
and 50/50 draw ings all night. 
Bring a team or come alone.

Pre-pay by M ay  27 for free 
50/50 tickets. Contact Dawn 
Downer at (734) 502-4277 or 
at downt@doubledexpress. 
net.

Proceeds w ill help Downier 
raise the $2,30.0 she needs to 
walk in  the M ich igan  Breast 
Cancer 3-Day Aug. 12,13 and 
14.

B e n e f it  c o n c e r t
“For the Love of Chris” is a 

benefit to help m usician/sing- 
er/song-writer Chris M cC all 
w in her fight against Cancer. 
Enjoy an am azing night of 
m usic w ith an incredible line 
up o f local Detroit bands fea
turing The Christina Jensen 
Band, Panic Trigger, Robb Roy 
and Pistol D ay Parade.

The event takes place 4- 
10 p.m. Sunday, June 12, at 
Bumper’s Bar and G rill, 8631 
N. Newburgh, south of Joy, 
Westland. The event is open 
to people who are age 18 and 
older. A  $10 donation at the 
door w ill be accepted.
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“Next year the $200 in sti
pends and the one-time money 
for categoricals w ill be gone.” 

A s it now stands, Wayne- 
W estland’s per-pupil funding 
w ill drop to the 2001-02 level 
of $7,249. A t that time, the

district had 14,300 students, 
a retirement rate of 12.17 
percent and health care costs 
of $8 m illion. For 2011-12, 
enrollment is projected to be 
to 12,602, the retirement w ill 
be 24.46 percent and health 
care costs w ill be $15 m illion, 
"assum ing we can get the bar
gain ing units to increase their 
co-pays,” M artin  said.

“This w ill put us at the m ini-
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. mum of funding for districts in 
Wayne County. It ’s a travesty 
because Wayne-Westland was 
in the top h a lf before Proposal 
A,” he said.

Now  that the district knows 
what to expect, M artin  w ill 
be going to the school board 
to get its direction on what to 
do with the new budget. There 
won’t be much time, since the 
board w ill vote on a new bud
get on June 13.

“We’re still hoping we can 
do something with the coop- 
eration of all the bargaining 
units,” he added.
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Byron MacGregor's ‘The Americans' stands test of time

1  ' h  .

Al Parker (from left), Jo-Jo Shutty-MacGregor and Paul Jingozian of the Westland Veterans Association chatted at Westland Shopping Center where the 
veterans were holding a Memorial Day weekend fundraiser.

BY LEANNE ROGERS

- OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Detroit radio traffic reporter 
Jo-Jo Shutty-MacGregor 
stopped by Westland Shopping 
Center Thursday to help local 
veterans with their fund-rais- 
ing efforts.

One of items being sold 
by the W estland Veterans 
Association has a personal con
nection to Shutty-MacGregor 
—  it’s a spoken word C D  
by her late husband, Byron 
MacGregor. Included is 
MacGregor’s chart-topping 
recording of TheAmericans 
which has already raised $4 
m illion for the Am erican Red 
Cross.

“It  was (recorded in) 1973, 
that’s what makes it so incred
ible and amazing. That mes
sage of TheAmericans stands

the test o f time,” said Shutty- 
MacGregor. “The message 
transcends time.”

Recorded v/ixh America, the 
B eautifu l performed by the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
as background music, The 
Americans reached No. 1 on 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart 
and sold more than 3.5 m illion  
copies.

“It’s not the precise words 
—  it’s the presentation. Byron’s 
presentation is to lift you up,” 
said Shutty-MacGregor.

Proceeds from  the sale of The 
Americans CDs, along with 
two other CDs, the Remember 
the Other Side which is music 
and the M ili ta ry  Americans, 
narrated by Lee Alan, w ill 
benefit the W estland Veterans 
Mem orial project.

More than 35 years after it 
was recorded, TheAmericans

sends a clear patriotic mes
sage, Shutty-MacGregor said, 
especially com ing from  her 
husband, a Canadian who later 
had dualcitizenship.

“People call to this day ask
ing to hear it. We’ve had earth
quakes and tornadoes since 
then,” said Shutty-MacGregor. 
“It’s all things people can relate 
to —  the only (natural disaster) 
we’ve had that wasn’t men
tioned is a tsunami.”

Shutty-MacGregor hadn’t 
met her future husband when 
he recorded TheAmericans, 
which he originally read at the 
end of a public affairs program  
that aired on C K LW  (800).

MacGregor was news direc
tor at C K L W  which had the 
20/20 news department in  
addition to being a top 40 
music radio powerhouse. 
MacGregor came up w ith the

idea of adding a traffic reporter 
delivering reports from  a heli
copter and ended up hiring his 
future wife.

Currently heard on radio 
stations W O M C  (104.3), W W J  
(950) and W JR  (760), Shutty- 
MacGregor and her husband, 
who died at 45 in 1995, worked 
at C K LW  during its heyday.

“TheAmericans is con
tinuing to help out and what 
better than to help out our 
service people,” said Shutty- 
MacGregor. “Talk about our 
treasures. They fight for our 
country and our personal free
doms. So m any people take 
that for granted.”

lrogers@hometownlife.com | (313)222-5428

Westland veterans group 
fundraises for Wall's visit
Members of the Westland 

Veterans Association w ill be 
fundraising throughout the 
Mem orial Day weekend.

The veterans w ill be sell
ing three C D s w ith proceeds 
going towards the construc
tion of a new W estland 
Veterans Mem orial in  
Central C ity Park. The first 
phase is projected to cost 
$150,000 and the vets hope 
to have it dedicated on 
Veterans Day 2012.

The C D  featuring The 
Americans and other recita
tions by Byron MacGregor 
with background music and 
a m usical CD, Remember the 
Other Side, are being sold for 
$15 each or both for $25.

A  third C D  called The 
M ilita ry  Americans, narrat
ed by former disc jockey Lee 
Alan, is available for $7. A ll 
three CD s can be purchased 
for $30.

The veterans w ill be in 
the east court ofW estland 
Shopping Center through

Mem orial Day selling the 
CDs. T-shirts which benefits 
the Vietnam  M oving W all 
visit to W estland July 21-25 
are also being sold at the 
mall.

The T-shirts sell for $15 
for sizes sm all through extra 
large, $18 for 2 X  and $22 
for 3X.

Members of the veterans 
association also w ill be 
selling T-shirts during the 
Mem orial Day Parade, spon
sored by Wayne-Westland 
Veterans Parade Council. 
The parade w ill be at 1 p.m. 
today, M ay 29- It  begins 
at the Wayne-Ford Civic 
League, 1645 N. Wayne 
Road, heads north on Wayne 
Road, then west on Ford 
to the Peace Mem orial at 
W estland City Hall.

The shirts w ill be avail
able during the parade at the 
Wayne-Ford Civic League 
and W estland City Hall.

For more information, call 
(734) 335-7944.

i r ‘

This is a rendering of the Westland Veterans Memorial that is to be 
constructed in Central City Park.
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Students put Beyblades to test in Marshall's first ever tournament

Teacher Chris King explains how the 
brackets work at the start of the 
tournament.

BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“W ho would have thought 
tops would be so excit
ing?” K im  Schweninger 
said, w atching youngsters 
m ill around battle stadium s 
where Beyblades whirled and 
tw irled as they bounced off 
each other. “It ’s a new genera
tion.”

Schweninger was am ong 
parents who converged on 
M arsh a ll Upper Elem entary 
School last week for its first 
ever Beyblade Tournament.

Organized by teacher Chris 
King, students launched their 
tops w ith hopes that theirs 
would nab them the cham pi
onship.

“I  thought it would be 30 
kids and it turned out to be 
128,” K in g  said. “We had an 
overwhelm ing response. I  
would have loved to partici
pate, but when it got up past 
40 kids, I  knew I  couldn’t.”

His expression says it all as Noah Said wins a round in Marshall's Beyblade Tournament.

U sing a bracket system and 
broken up into eight groups 
o f 16, the players sent their 
Beyblades two at a time into 
the stadium s, hoping theirs 
would stay upright the lon
gest. They played against each 
other, w ith-first-round los
ers getting a second chance 
to advance on the way to the 
sweet 16 finalists.

In  some groups, the stu
dents m anaged the competi
tion, keeping track o f the 
brackets, while in  others par
ents like Schweninger helped 
keep groups focused on the 
competition. Her son Dylan, 
a sixth-grader, has been play
ing w ith Beyblades for two 
years. H is  arsenal include

nine blades, seven o f which 
were free.

“M y  m om does online sur
veys and got a ton o f them  
before they came out,” he said.

H oping to spin h is way 
to the finals, Be lost in  the 
fourth rough, only to beat the 
w inner in  the other bracket.

“I  hope th is w ill be annual 
thing,” co-Principal Bobby 
Kelly Jr. said. “W hen you do 
som ething like this, it’s hard 
not to do it again when the 
other kids know about.”

Youngsters play the game 
during recess and before 
school. They had been playing 
during lunch a little “crazy,” 
Kelly said.

“It ’s the nature of the game.

Everyone wants to crowd 
around to see what’s going 
on,” he said.

K in g  had set aside two 
hours for the event, but w ith 
the crowd of students, he had  
to call play at the sem ifinal 
round, holding o ff the final 
games for a special cham pion
ship round which he hosted 
during lunch the next day.

“I ’m  a let-it-ride kind  
of guy. I  figured we’d get 
through this one way or 
another and that it would be 
more fun than frustration,” 
he said.

D ustin  H inkle  was in  the 
finals. A  sixth-grader, he’s 
been playing Beyblades for 
only a few months.

Students Courtney Prough and Andre Edwards look over the directions for 
the competition.

“It ’s pretty cool. You 
can beat people by having 
matches,” he said, pointing 
out that each Beyblade is d if
ferent. They come in  different 
colors, have names and can 
even have the sp inn ing shafts 
changed. For h is heats, he was 
relying on a red D ark Gasher.

“The school’s great 
for activities like this,” 
Schweninger said. “These 
activities are great for the 
kids.”

The 16 fina lists also played 
in  a double elim ination round,

w ith sixth-grader Delon 
Anderson w inn ing bragging  
rights as the best Beyblader at 
M arshall. P lacing second was 
fifth-grader K alp it Sutariya. 
Aaron Foster was third.

Terrie Griffith-W rone’s son 
Nathaniel was am ong the 16 
players m aking it to the final 
competition.

“They take it so seriously 
and it’s just tops,” she said. 
“W ho would have thought a 
top would be so much fun?”
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Glenn grad named Canton Firefighter of Year
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

M ere hours after he 
learned h is sk in  cancer has 
spread, 32-year-old Ryan  
Sw ick reached the p in 
nacle o fh is  career Thursday  
evening as he w as named 
Canton Firefighter o f the 
Year.

It  was a bittersweet day for 
Sw ick, a form er W estland  
resident, John G lenn H igh  
School graduate, h igh ly  
respected firefighter and  
father o f two little  g irls  
—  Shelby, 2, and Shylei, 9 
months. He has earned acco
lades for saving other peo
ple’s lives even as he battles 
for h is own.

Honored by the Canton  
Public Safety Departm ent’s 
top brass, Sw ick hum bly 
accepted h is aw ard on the 
stage of the V illage  Theater 
at Cherry H ill as the audi
ence stood to applaud him. 
H is  wife, Laurie, snapped 
pictures o f h im  during the 
Canton Fire Departm ent’s 
12th-annual aw ards cer
emony.

“I ’m  very hum bled,” Sw ick  
said  during an interview  
before the ceremony. “I  never 
thought anything I  did would 
lead to an honor like  this.”

Sw ick w as singled out 
am ong 59 firefighters for 
the departm ent’s highest 
honor on the same night 
h is w ife earned a C iv ilian  
Com m endation Aw ard for 
grabbing a garden hose and  
dousing a wooden fence that 
had caught fire across the 
street last sum m er in  their 
Canton neighborhood. She 
was nearly eight m onths 
pregnant at the time.

“She stepped in  and risked  
her safety as well as the 
safety o f her unborn ch ild  to 
not only put the fire  out, but 
to keep the fire  from  spread
ing,” Fire C h ie f T im  D unn  
said.

Ryan Sw ick was lauded  
by D un n  as a hard-w orking 
firefighter param edic who 
has emerged as a leader and

Ryan Swick accepts the Firefighter of the Year award from Public Safety 
Director Patrick Nemecek.

cate,” she said.
Sw ick said  being a fire 

fighter param edic always

interested him , and he 
likes seeing the profession  
glorified  in  m ovies such as

B a ckd ra ft and Lad de r 49- 
“Firefighter Ryan Sw ick  

has been an asset to the fire  
departm ent from  h is first 
day on the job,” D un n  said, 
ca llin g Sw ick “a seasoned 
param edic” who is “the k ind  
o f m an who can count on in  
any situation. He works hard  
and is very dependable. He 
is  a teacher, a leader and h is 
co-workers call h im  a good  
and loyal friend.”

Sw ick, dressed in  h is u n i
form , seemed proud as he 
w alked across the V illage  , 
Theater stage to accept h is 
award. H e sm iled toward 
the crowd, w hich stood and 
applauded at length until he 
had returned to take h is seat 
am ong other firefighters on 
the stage.

“I ’m  ju st so proud o f him ,” 
Laurie  Sw ick said. “I ’m  
im m ensely proud o f him .”

dclem ihom etow nlife .com  | (313) 222-2238
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John' Glenn alumni Ryan Swick, who is battling cancer, is Canton's Firefighter 
of the Year.

role m odel as he continues 
to work, fo llow ing m ultiple 
surgeries and treatm ent for 
m elanoma.

“He has worked every day 
h is doctors would allow  him  
to work w ith a sm ile on h is 
face and determ ination to 
m ake every day count,” D unn  
said. “W ith  a hard work 
ethic, determ ination and 
dependability, Firefighter 
Sw ick is a positive role model 
for a ll firefighters to fo l
low. He is a perfect example 
o f how to handle d ifficu lt 
situations w ith d ign ity  and 
strength.”

Sw ick has worked seven 
years in  Canton after earlier 
.giving five years o f service 
to H uron Valley Am bulance. 
He wanted to become a fire 
fighter since he w as a teen
ager, and he d idn’t let h is 
asthm a deter him .

“I  like  to be able to help 
people and be someone peo

ple look up to,” Sw ick said.
“I  like to break stuff, too,” 

he said, sm iling, adding that 
he likes breaking down doors 
to rescue people from  fires or 
breaking out car w indow s to 
help people involved in  acci
dents.

Battalion Ch ie f M ike  
Caruso and Firefighter 
W endy M urphy nom inated 
Sw ick as Firefighter o f the 
Year, and an awards com m it
tee made the fin a l selection.

“He has kept com ing to 
work through a ll o fh is  can
cer treatm ents,” Caruso said. 
“It ’s just a real tough ordeal 
for h im  to get through, and 
he never gave up w orking. He  
was go ing through a lot o f 
surgeries, and he was back to 
work not long after.”

M urphy gave Sw ick sim ilar 
praise.

“H e’s one o f the nicest guys 
you could ever know  —  the 
k ind  of guy you can’t dupli-
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A new brother and son
Vietnam veteran dedicates book, meets family of fallen Livonia soldier

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Over the years, Livonia  
native Debra Braden often 
wondered about her brother, 
Arnold  Sarna.

She never really knew him  
as a child. She was only 4 
when Arnold, the oldest of 
eight Sarna children, left for 
Vietnam . W hen she was 7, her 
fam ily received the horrible 
news that A rnold  had been 
killed by a rocket in a strike 
by the Viet Cong in M arch  
1968.

Debra grew up w ith her 
sib lings in  a home on Wayne 
Road in Livonia, and attended 
Ladywood H igh  School before 
the fam ily moved to San Jose, 
Calif., in  1976. She eventu
ally m arried and moved to 
Hillsborough, N.C., always 
wondering about Arnold. A s  
many transplants do, she was 
homesick and m issed her fam 
ily, a feeling that made her 
long even more for personal 
details about her brother.

She left a note on the 
V irtual W all, a website devot
ed to the Vietnam  Veterans 
Mem orial. A t the site, rela
tives and friends can place 
letters, poems and photo
graphs.

“I  wanted to know if  anyone 
was stationed w ith him, who 
knew him  and what he did for 
fun,” Braden said.

The note drew occasional 
responses from  Vietnam  vet
erans, none o f whom really 
knew Arnold.

The note sat in  cyberspace.

FINALLY, A RESPONSE
Then one day, Braden 

received an e-m ail from  some
one who said she knew of 
someone who had written a 
book about Vietnam  and dedi
cated it to her brother. Braden 
remembers her reaction.

“Oh, yeah, right,” Braden

Pat Moffett stands with Cecilia Sarna at Veteran's Park Memorial Plaza 
in Livonia. Moffett visited the plaza to view the name of Arnold Sarna, 
Cecilia's son.

said.
The woman followed up 

with a second e-m ail and sent 
inform ation about the book 
so Braden searched for it on 
Amazon.com. “I  looked it up 
and saw my brother’s name, 
and I  just gasped,” Braden 
said. “Here was my brother’s 
name just staring me in the 
face.”

The dedication in Fortunate  
Soldier read: “Th is book is 
dedicated to A rnold  P. Sarna.
I  didn’t forget.”

It  turned out Braden was 
corresponding w ith a friend 
of Pat Moffett, an author and 
Vietnam  veteran.

O ddly enough, M offett 
never met Arnold Sarna. 
M offett dedicated Fortunate  
Soldier, a book about M offett’s 
Vietnam  experiences, because 
M offett had an opportunity to 
live h is life when he returned 
home from  Vietnam , enjoy
ing a successful business 
career, fam ily and a grand
child. M offett was w ith the 
101st Airborne D ivision  in  
1968. M offett was sent out

on reconnaissance, but was 
called back because the d ivi
sion needed someone to type 
up “m orning reports,” which 
highlighted soldier counts, 
accounting for R & R  breaks 
to ensure m inim um  counts o f 
soldiers.-Moffett could type 
80 words per minute.

One o fh is first assignm ents 
was to type up inform ation on 
Arnold  Paul Sarna. M offett 
asked what happened to 
Sarna. “He was killed when 
a rocket hit h is tent,” M offett 
said he was told.

“W hen he was killed, I  got 
his job,” M offett said.

Weeks later M offett learned 
that h is former company 
where he had served in  the 
field had been overrun and 
everyone was killed. M offett 
believes that Sarna’s death 
spared his life.

M offett went back to the 
United States, married, raised 
a fam ily and today he is vice 
president o f logistics for 
Audiovox Electronics Corp.
He lives in Great Neck, N.Y.

Years and decades passed.

M offett wrote the book and 
dedicated it to Arno ld  Sarna  
in  2003. Then M offett heard 
about and read Braden’s note 
on The V irtu a l W all.

Braden received the e-m ail 
and later Braden and Moffett 
spoke. “It  was an amazing, 
overwhelm ing experience,” 
M offett said.

REMEMBERING ARNOLD
M offett met the Sarna 

fam ily on the weekend of 
Veterans Day 2010. M offett 
flew  into Detroit, then trav- , 
eled w ith Sarna fam ily mem
bers and met A rno ld ’s mother, 
Cecilia Sarna, at St. Hedw ig 
Cemetery in Dearborn  
Heights to visit A rno ld ’s 
grave.

M offett said the grave visit 
represented closure “because I  
knew he was home w ith other 
fam ily members at the cem
etery, and I  didn’t know that,” 
M offett said.

Cecilia said the first time 
she saw M offett at the cem
etery, “it was like Arnold  was 
reaching down to me.

“Th is m an is very sensi
tive and feels a closeness he 
had w ith Arnold  even though 
he never met him,” Cecilia

said. “He said he always said  
a prayer for Arnold, and that 
he would never forget and he 
never did.”

M offett and Sarna fam ily 
members visited the Veteran’s 
Park M em orial Plaza at Five 
M ile  and Farm ington Road, 
where A rno ld ’s name is etched 
on the wall. That weekend 
M offett visited and learned all 
about the Sarna fam ily, enjoy
in g a Polish meal o f kielbasa, 
sauerkraut and beer w ith the 
fam ily in  Northville. “I  didn’t 
know Sarna was Polish,” 
M offett said.

M offett gave Cecilia a 
leather-bound copy o fh is  
book, w riting in it: “Your son 
gave h is life for h is country on 
M arch  13,1968, and through  
a tw ist o f fate, m y life was 
spared. I  w ill be eternally 
grateful to Arnie and the 
entire Sarna fam ily for his 
supreme sacrifice that day. He 
w ill always be my hero.”

M offett called Cecilia on 
M other’s Day and Easter, 
Cecilia said. “He calls me 
‘M om ’; he’s adopted me,” 
Cecilia said.

Other Sarna members 
who grew up in  Livonia  
included Tom  Sarna, now in  
Portland, Maine; Deb Braden, 
Hillsborough, N.C.; Judy 
Sarna, Salem  Township; T ina  
Michelski, Farm ington H ills; 
M aryann Concertino, San  
Jose, Calif.; and B ill Sarna, 
Port Angeles, Wash. Another 
brother, James, is deceased.

Arnold graduated from  
Franklin H igh  School, 
while Judy graduated from  
Churchill. Their father,
Adolph Sarna, died 30 years 
ago. Their mother, Cecilia, 
is 85 and lives w ith Judy in  
Northville.

'A VISIT FROM HER SON'
Sarna fam ily members were 

moved by the entire experi
ence of m eeting Moffett. “She

actually felt like she got a visit 
from  her son,” Judy said o f her 
mother. “A fter all these years, 
he feels like he owes h is life to 
Arnold. We’ve kind of adopted 
him.

“It ’s just awesome, after all 
these years.” ,,

M offett points to the life 
he’s had as the reason for h is 
deep appreciation, respect 
and honor for A rnold  and the 
Sarna fam ily. He’s experi
enced tragedy, too, as he lost 
his wife last year at the age 
of 53 to Alzheim er’s disease. 
He wrote a book about that, 
too, called Ice Cream in  the 
Cupboard.

M offett enjoys a successful 
career in  the business world 
and reflects on h is life today 
and the blessings o fh is 64 
years oflife.

“None of th is would have 
happened,” M offett said. “M y  
first grandchild was born last 
year and a ll those moments 
would not have happened, 
everything I ’ve done over the 

f past 40 years.”
Braden said she believes 

that the experience leaves her 
th inking that the world “is not 
as b ig as we think.”

Braden believed that her 
brother would be fascinated 
and amazed by the fam ily’s 
connection to a soldier he 
never knew.

“He would be happy to 
know that m y mom was able 
to touch him  m any years 
later,” Braden said. Though 
the fam ily lost Arnold  years 
ago, “we are close to him,”

. Braden said.
“So m any people can touch 

one point in  history. A nd  at 
some point, you touch again, 
and he (Moffett) has a whole 
new group of friends now,” 
Braden said.

“Som ething good has come 
out o f som ething horrible.”

kabramcz@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2591
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S jp p je m e n r 10 rfie Ofcseiver i a u
ll-Star Section

The special section profiling the 2011 Observer & Eccentric Academic 
All-Stars was distributed to paid subscribers only on Sunday, May 15. 
Additional copies of the section are available for purchase at $1 each 
by calling (866) 887-2737 or in the Plymouth Distribution Center, 
41304 Concept Drive, (off Haggerty Road between Plymouth and 
Schoolcraft roads), Plymouth, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. The 
section profiles nearly 80 outstanding students in public, private and 
parochial schools in the western Wayne County and Oakland County 
coverage areas of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.

Spy games: Read up about espionage
Tense action sequences, car chases, 

gun fights, and cool gadgets -  in one 
word: espionage. Espionage, or spying, 
involves a spy or secret agent working 
to obtain secret, confidential informa
tion without permission. Spies are 
typically hired to collect information 
related to the government, military or 
a corporation.

No one can talk about espionage 
without thinking of James Bond
- famous for his love of women, fast 
cars, preference for "shaken, not 
stirred" martinis, and use of exciting 
spy gadgetry. Ian Fleming, author and 
creator of the infamous James Bond, 
was born this month (May 28) in 1908. 
Events in the James Bond novels were 
directly influenced by Fleming’s own 
experience working in the British 
Naval Intelligence Division. You can 
learn more about Ian Fleming in "Ian 
Fleming: The Man Behind James Bond" 
by Andrew Lycett.

James Bond first appeared in 
"Casino Royale," published in 1953. 
"Casino Royale" was the first of 12 
books and nine short stories that 
Fleming wrote about the fictional 
British Secret Intelligence Service 
Agent 007. After Fleming died, sev
eral authors including John Gardner, 
Raymond Benson, Sebastian Faulks and 
Jeffery Deaver continued to write Bond 
novels. Numerous movies (22 released

k  M
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to date) were made based on various 
James bond novels beginning in 1963 
and continuing to the present day.

Check out these titles related to 
Espionage and James Bond at the 
Westland Public Library:

• James Bond Books and DVDs - "For 
Your Eyes Only," "Casino Royale," "Dr. 
No," "You Only live Twice," and "The 
Spy Who Loved Me."

The Westland Public Library also 
has books on espionage and spying 
like "The Complete Idiot's Guide to the 
CIA" by Allan A. Swenson and Michael 
Benson and exciting titles for kids such 
as '101 Spy Gadgets for the Evil Genius" 
by Brad Graham and Kathy McGowan 
and "The Master Spy Handbook: Help 
Our Intrepid Hero Use Gadgets, Codes
& Top-Secret Tactics to Save the World

from Evildoers" by Rain Newcomb with 
illustrations by Jason Chin.

Please give us a call (7 3 4 ) 326-6123, 
check the online catalog at www.west- 
landlibrary.org or stop by the library to 
learn more.

Highlighted Activities
Adult Literacy Tutor Training

-  Session 2 :9:30 a.m. June 4,9:30
This is the second of three training 

sessions for tutors of the Westland 
Library Adult Literacy Program.

Afternoon Movie Classics: "Platoon," 
3:30-5:30 p.m. May 24, age 18 and up, ’ 
unless accompanied by an adult

Join us for the summer version of 
Afternoon Classics! This month we 
explore great, American war movies. 
This week: the Oliver Stone Vietnam 
War classic, "Platoon." "A young 
recruit in Vietnam faces a moral crisis 
when confronted with the horrors of 
war and the duality of man." Starring 
Charlie Sheen, Willem Dafoe, and Tom 
Berenger. This movie is rated R.

Summer Afternoon Movie Classic: 
"Star Wars: A New Hope," 7:30 p.m.
June 7

Join us for the summer version of 
Afternoon Classics. This month’s theme 
is Summer Favorites, this week: "Star 
Wars: A New Hope” starring Mark Hamill 
and Harrison Ford. This movie is rated 
PG.

Fight Foreclosure - One-on-One
Counseling: 4-7 p.m. June 7, adults

New Day - New Time! Homeowners 
can schedule a private, 30-minute, 
one-on-one meeting with a foreclosure 
counselor from the Wayne County Fight 
Mortgage Foreclosure Program. Call 
(7 3 4 ) 326-6123 or stop by the library 
to schedule your appointment. Space 
is limited. The Mortgage Foreclosure 
Prevention Program is a no fee, Wayne 
County program providing you an 
expansive network of certified counsel
ors who will help you avoid or manage 
a mortgage foreclosure.

Job Seekers Lab: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wednesdays and 1-4 
p.m. Fridays.

Have a question regarding format
ting your resume, setting up an e-mail 
account, attaching your resume to an 
online application, searching for a job, 
or any other job-related activity? Stop 
by the library, where computers are set 
up specifically for job seekers. A librar
ian will be available to help. Drop in. No 
reservation needed.

Information Central was compiled by 
Tara Scott, a Wayne State University 
graduate student and library intern.
The William P. Faust Public Library is at 
6123 Centra! City Parkway, Westland. For 
more information, call (734) 326-6123 or 
go online to westlandlibrary.org.

Many things to consider about withdrawing
0: Dear Rick: I retired about five 
years ago and between my pension 
and Social Security, it has covered 
my living expenses. I'm in the 
situation now where I'll need some 
extra money and I’m not sure exactly 
where I should take it. I have money 
in a traditional 401(k), a Roth IRA 
and money outside my retirement 
account. 1 am 67 years of age, so I 
don't have to take anything out of 
my retirement accounts. I recognize 
that everyone's situation is a little 
different, however, I would like your 
thoughts as to what I should consider 
when it comes to my income needs.

A: Generally, when it comes to 
investing, age is not something 
that I  consider very important. 
However, when it comes to 
income needs for someone over 
70, then age does enter into

the equation 
because when 
one reaches 
70'/i, they have 
mandatory dis
tributions.

M any people 
believe that you 
should wait 
until 70/2 to take 
money out of 
your retirement 
account. The 
general theory is 

that you should first draw down 
on your non-retirement accounts 
and then use your retirement 
accounts. I  don’t subscribe to 
that theory because it’s based on 
the fact that traditional IR A s  
grow on a tax-deferred basis.
The theory being the longer you

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

can let money grow tax-deferred, 
the better it is, however, that’s 
not always the case. Remember, 
non-retirement money receives 
the favorable capital gains treat
ment, therefore, sometimes it 
makes sense to withdraw money 
from a retirement account prior 
to 7O'/is and let the non-retirement 
accounts grow at a more favor
able tax rate.

I  believe you should never let 
the tax tail wag the dog, mean
ing taxpayers should not make 
a choice just for the tax benefits. 
However, that doesn’t dimin
ish the need to take taxes into 
consideration. M y  general view 
is when someone over 59% needs 
income, he/she should first 
withdraw money from the tradi
tional IR A . However, they must

be sure that withdrawing the 
money won’t throw them into a 
higher tax bracket. For example, 
if I ’m in the 15-percent bracket 
and I  need $10,000 of income, I  
would take an amount from the 
retirement account that would 
still keep me in the 15-percent 
bracket. In  other words, if  I  can 
only withdraw $7,000 and stay 
within the 15-percent bracket.
I ’ll take $7,000 from the retire-" 
ment account and the remaining 
$3,000 from the non-retirement 
account. M y  theory is that by 
withdrawing from the retirement 
account prior to 70% I  am lower
ing my overall taxes and giving 
myself the most flexibility by 
eventually lowering my required 
minimum distribution.

A s for the Roth IR A , because

that money is not growing 
tax-deferred but tax-free, my 
general thought is to leave that 
to grow for as long as you can. 
Remember, a Roth IR A  does not 
require minimum distributions. 
The money can grow tax-free for 
as long as you choose, and if for 
some reason you never need the 
money, upon your death, your 
loved ones inherit the money 
income tax-free.

One additional issue needs 
mentioning. Just because you 
are an income investor does not 
mean your entire portfolio should 
be invested for income. You’re 
only 67 years old which means 
you will, more than likely, be 
around for many more decades, 
so it is important to have a 
growth element in your portfolio.

M y recommendation is to keep 
your growth side (mostly equi
ties) of the portfolio invested in  
your non-retirement account. 
Keeping those outside of your 
retirement account w ill preserve 
the favorable capital gains treat
ment available to you. For most 
people, the capital gains bracket 
is less than half your ordinary 
income bracket. By having an 
effective strategy, you can reduce 
your taxes and at the same time 
remain economically smart.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymatters® 
hometownlife.com. For more information, 
visit Rick's Web site at www.bloomasset- 
management.com.
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i  ne independence you w ant. 
The assistance vou need

*ona moved to W altonwood to get help w ith  some o f her daily 

activities. But it was also im portant to her that she m aintain her

independence. N o  problem! A t W altonwood our Assisted Liv ing  

residents get just what they need:

• Private apartment

• Fu ll activities calendar w/schedtiled transportation

• Housekeeping &  laundry services 

» M edication management

• Chef-prepared meals

• Personal help w ith activities o f daily liv ing

V is it  one o f W altonwood’s Canton  

com m unities today and get everything you need 

from  retirem ent.

n
¥ altonwx>d

Redefining Retirement Living®

mas

“ W a lto n w o o d  prov ides a  secure, 
Aegant a n d  a ffo rd a b le  e n v iro n m e n t. 

I t  b rings re lie f  k n o w in g  M o m  is 
safe a n d  w e ll eared f o r ”

Val, daughter of Iona, a 

Walumuvod resident

Wm

C a r r i a g e  P a r k

Independent L iv in g  &  Licensed Assisted L m n g

X734) 335-8552
22 SO N  Capfnn Co*'*’***' R < , 0 *n t^ n

C h e r r y  H i l l

independent L iv in g  Ijeensed  Assisted L m n g  &  M em ory Care

(734) 335-8548
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Flamingo theft puts 
pinch on flockings

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Garden City H igh School’s 
Project Graduation is putting 
out a be on the lookout for 
20 pink flam ingos that went 
AW O L Ibesday night in a 
Westland neighborhood.

Project Graduation has 
been using the pink lawn 
ornaments to “flock” homes 
for a fee. The money goes * 
toward the Class of 2011’s 
all-night party that follows 
graduation June 10.

“We’ve had them stolen one 
or two at a time at various 
houses, but not 20 at once,” 
Lenise Sm ith said. “It  saddens 
me. It’s been fun doing it."

The plastic pink flamingos 
stand about 18 inches tall. 
Project Graduation has been 
flocking people throughout 
western Wayne County since 
the fall, setting them up on 
lawns for birthdays, anniver
saries and special occasions. 
They included a special mes
sage sign as well as a Project 
Graduation sign.

It was a Happy Birthday 
message for the South Norm a 
Street flocking in the Cherry 
Hill-Newburgh area. The 
birthday sign was left, but the 
Project Graduation sign in  
Garden City H igh  School col

ors was taken, along with the 
flamingos.

Sm ith estimates the flam in
gos were taken sometime dur
ing the night. W hen the hom
eowner got up Wednesday 
morning, she presumed they 
had been retrieved and the 
birthday sign left as a memen
to.

Heidi Witt, also a Projedt 
Graduation member, cruised 
the neighborhood for 45 
minutes, looking to the birds, 
thinking they were taken as a 
joke and put somewhere else, 
but to no avail.

“We were thinking about 
doing a m issing person’s 
report,” Sm ith said.

Project Graduation pur
chased the birds and over the 
course of the year has bought 
124 flam ingos to replace those 
that have disappeared. W ith 
the theft, they’re left with just 
28 birds and the ability to 
flock only one house at a time.

Sm ith is asking that anyone 
who sees pink flamingos call 
her at (734) 748-4847 or W itt 
at (734) 612-5274. They’ll 
investigate and see if  they’re 
the m issing PG  birds. They’ll 
know because of a special fix 
Smith did to keep them in one 
piece.

smason@hometownlife.com | ¢313) 222-6751

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CHECK US OUT DAILY ONLINE
h o m e to w n life  com

Listings for the Community Calendar 
can be submitted by e-mail 'at sma- 
son@hometownlife.com. They also 
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 615 W. 
Lafayette - Second Level, Detroit, Ml 
48226, or faxed to her attention at fax 
at (313) 223-3318. For more informa
tion, call (313) 222-6751.

U P C O M IN G  E V E N T S
Fibro Support Group
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. Thursday, June 9 
Location: Merriman Road Baptist 
Church, 2055 Merriman, Garden City , 
Details: The Metro Fibromyalgia and 

Chronic Fatigue Support Group will 
have Victor Sipes, a massage thera
pist, as its guest speaker. He will talk 
about and demonstrate on how mas
sages can help relieve some pain. 
Contact: For more information, 
call Ruthann at (734) 981-2519 or go . 
online to www.MetroFibroGroup.com.

Grief Support
Time/Date: 6-7:30 p.m. first and 
third Tuesday of the month 
Location: Compassionate Care 
Hospice, 5730 Lille, Suite A, Canton 
Details: Compassionate Care 
Hospice conducts an ongoing grief 
support group, The Grief Journey, for 
anyone grieving the loss of a loved 
one. The goal of the group is to pro
vide support and education on the 
grief process. There is no charge. 
Contact: For information, contact 
Ann Christensen, Compassionate 
Care Hospice Bereavement 
Coordinator at (888) 983-9050. 
Community Blood Drive 
Time/Date: 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Thursday, June 2 
Location: Auditorium of S t Mary 
Mercy Hospital, 36475 Five Mile Road 
at Levan, Livonia
Details: St. Mary Mercy Hospital and

the American Red Cross are partner
ing in a blood drive campaign. The 
second of five blood drives sched
uled this yea is themed "Stanley 
Cup" and donors will receive a 
hockey puck stress reliever. They 
also can enter a drawing through the 
American Red Cross to win free gas 
for a year, valued at $3,000!
Contact: To schedule an appoint
ment call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or go 
online to www.redcrossblood.org. 
Walk-ins are accepted, but appoint
ments are preferred.

Class Reunion
Time/Date: Saturday, Oct. 15 
Details: Garden City High School 
Class of 1986 is holding a 25-year 
reunion. E-mail Trish First (Patty 
Buggy) for more information at 
pm2b2005tyahoo.com or con
tact Kristy Hickson (Roberts) on 
Facebook.

Summer School
Details: Kumon Centers are enrolling 
for their summer program. Parents 
of preschool to high school age 
students are invited to learn more . 
about its summer enrichment prot 
gram. Registration fees are waived 
for families who enroll between 
June 1-July 15 in the math or reading 
program.
Contact: To find a local Kumon cen
ter, call (877) 586-6673 or go online 
to www.kumon.com

Ladies Night Out
Time/Date: 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 1 
Details: Mary Mercy Hospital is 
holding a Ladies Night Out, entitled 
“Menopause and Preventive Medicine 
for Women,” in the hospital audito
rium. Bone Density Screening, Blood 
Pressure Screening and Massage

, ,P 0 D S  ♦ FLORAL SUPPLIES • SILK FLOWERS» WEARABLE ART • CRAFTS « FRAMES • CUSTOM FRAMING CHRISTMAS SH O PPE« NEEDLE ART ■

Scrapbook Albums 
& Refill Pages

CHOOSE FROM OVER 200! 
EXCLUDES AMANDA BLU, 
SANDYUON, K & COMPANY 
AND PHOTO ALBUMS.

the Paper Studio* & Stampabflitles*

Stamping Sale!
FEATURING RUBBER STAMPS, 

CLEAR STAMPS, CLING STAMPS 
& INK PADS. ALSO INCLUDES SETS 

8c CLEAR M OUNTING  BLOCKS.

Scrapbook & 
Craft Ribbon
hy the Paper Studio*

NEARLY 300 STYLES 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

Scrapbooking
Categories Shown 

i %
Stickers
CHOOSE 
FROM OVER i 500!
f e a t u r in g ,
STICKABIUTIES,
DOODLP------
KAREN f 
PEBBLES, 7 <
&  SEASONAL 
EXCLUDES 3D 
EMBELLISHED 
STICKERS.

Punches & 
Punch Sets

by the Paper Studio*

Spare Parts® 
Embellishments

by  the Paper Studio®
CHOOSE FROM HUNDREDS OF 
BRADS, EYaETS, FLOWERS A N D  

OTHER DECORATIVE ITEMS!

La Petites 3 -D  
Embellishment 

Stickers
by the Paper Studio*

HUNDREDS TO  
CHOOSE FROM!

Candles, I
> Flameless ! 

LED Candles. I 
Candle Holders, I 
& Seed Diffusers

Decorative Pillows, 
Throws,
Tasseis 
& Cuss I

Furniture
ft/ow

3 0 % 
Off

O U R  EVERYDAY L O W  PRICES

1 Decorative 
Crosses

Candle FX Value Packs

4 r\r* i

Glassware
INCLUDES GLASS WITH 
DECORATIVE ACCENTS & 
GLASS FROM OUR CRAFT 
& FLORAL DEPARTMENTS.

Home Accent
Most Categories Shown

5 0 %
Metalware

INCLUDES ITEMS WITH DECORATIVE 
BEADED ACCENTS AS WELL AS 

ITEMS FROM OUR CRAFT & FLORAL 
DEPARTMENTS.

EXCLUDES FURNITURE.

Decorative ,
INCLUDES 

NFTE LIGHTS, I, 
LAMP SHADES, 

FINfALS, 
SHADE 

CHARMS & ‘ ' 
COVERS.

O ff Wall Decor
INCLUDES MIRRORS,

. ART, CLOCKS & SHELVES.
Ceramics, Pottery 

S  Polyresin
INCLUDES TABLE TOP, BLUE & WHiTE, 
ORIENTAL, SOUTHWEST & SEASONAL 
AS WELL AS ITEMS FROM OUR CRAFT 
AND FLORAL DEPARTMENTS.

....... “ Portrait Frames & j 5
Document Frames ; j 1

k 9 J with Glass I JJ
Metal Sectional 

Frame Kits

Framing
Categories Shown

5 0 % O ff

Photo  Fram es
A L W A Y S  50%  O FF 

T H E  M A R K E D  PRICE.
INCLUDES O U R  ENTIRE- 
SELECTION O F TABLE 
TOP A N D  NOVELTY 
PH O TO  FRAMES AS 

W H X  AS A LL  W O O D E N  
PH O TO  STORAGE.

Collase
Frames

Poster Frames & 
Wall Frames with Glass

Realistic Fruit, 
V egetables, 
B read  & Cheese
INCLUDES PICKS *  SPRAYS.

Flow ering & 
G reenery  Bushes
Indudfns Plants & Ferns
EXCLUDES POTTED TREES.

Fiorai
Categories Shown

5 0 %O ff
Floral 

Arrangements
INCLUDES FLOWERING & GREENERY, 

EXCLUDES CUSTOM DESIGNS & POTTED Tfi££S.
Dried Naturals

INCLUDES PRESERVED/DRIED 
ROWERS, PODS. BRANCHES, 
GRASS, STICKS, FEATHERS, 

FILLERS, GRAINS & BOUQUETS.

Grapevine, 
Straw Wreaths &

Lacquered Vine Wall Shapes

Construction 
Paper &

; Poster Board

Daler Rowney® 
Tube Paint

ACRYLIC A N D  O IL

Art Markers

Academy Art 
Brushes

40r O ff I

Art Supplies
Most Categories Shown

3 0 ° O ff
INCLUDES 

SETS & INDIVIDUALS. 
FEATURING PRISMACOLOR, 

BIC & SHARPIE! 
EXCLUDES COPiC

I - . - - i
54" Hom e  
Dec Fabric
Prints, Solids 

& Sheers
PREVIOUSLY REDUCED 
ITEMS NOT INCLUDED. 

ALW AYS

30% Off
THE MARKED PRICE

Light ; Artist Cradle & G esso Panels, 
Boxes & : Clay & Aqua Bord 1 

Projectors : & Accessories [

McCall’s®
Patterns
1.99

Denim
• 8  O Z . &  10 O Z .

•  100¾ C O T T O N  * 57758" W IDE

6.99 pfro-
OUR EVERYDAY LOW 9,99 P/YD,

Fashion Fabric
Categories Shown

Ribbon Organizer Box
4.99

OUR EVERYDAY LOW 7.9?

Calico Prints 
& Solids

45*'W ID E  • 100% C O T T O N  
•  INCLUDES APPAREL 

C O T T O N  PRINTS 
ALW AYS

30% Off
THE MARKED PRICE

Select Group Of
Home Accents

INCLUDES RESIN, METALWARE, 
CERAMICS, POTTERY &  MORE 

SELECTION W ILL VARY.

66% O ff
O U R  EVERYDAY L O W  PRICES

Scrapbook Papers
Packs, Pads and Single Sheets

EXCLUDES PAGE KITS, EMBROIDERY 
PAPERS AND ART DEPARTMENT.

&wmm

Selected Group of

Spring Merchandise
A ff la r ie d ,,.

5 0 0/4 O ff

Sum m er 
Toys & 

Poolside

Summer
Acrylic, 

Plastic &
Melamine
Tableware

Summer
Beach Bags 

& Totes

Hawaii & Luau 
Themed Decor

Summer
Categories Shown

4 0 %

Sum m er 
Camp & <

VBS Crafts

O ff
Beach Towels, 

Flip Flops & 
Summer Wearables

f  j  Colored
Sand i s ib.

2/3.00
— -S O U R  EVERYDAY w m m  L O W  2.49

Sidewalk
Chalk

2.99

I Unfinished Craft W ood
J INCLUDES BASSW OOD, BALSA 
} W O O D , PACKAGED W O O D ,
» SEASONAL A N D  HOBBY W O O D .

! 4 0 % O f f ° M Ycr

C r a f t i n g
Categories Shown

AMACO I
P a s ta  M achine
19.99

O UR EVERYDAY J  
L O W  24.99

Estes 
Rockets & 

Accessories 
and

Foam, Balsa & 
Boxed Gliders

30%0ff

Leather Crafts & 
Accessories
25%Off

O UR EVERYDAY L O W  PRICES

Living by Faith 
inspirational 

Jewelry

Jewelry Charms
INCLUDES A  BEAD STORY, 
CHARM ME A N D  DEUGHT.- 
EXCLUDES STERLING SILVER

Jewelry Shoppe 
Base Metal

Findings

Jewelry Making
Categories Shown

5 0 '° O ff
Metal Galleiy 
& Base Metal 

Jewelry Beads
“In Bloom” & 

“Bead Design Co.” .
ALSO INCLUDES ALPHA BEADS, 

“PLASTIC BEADS" & “ACRYLIC BEADS” 
BY CRAFTS, ETC!

INCLUDES
JEWELRY
SHOPPE
COLORS&

HYPO ALLERGENIC, i

Undecorated
Hair

Accessories
METAL AND 
PLASTIC HAIR 
COMPONENTS 

ONLY.

O m ega LaEspiga 
Nylon Crochet 

Thread

5.44
OUR EVERYDAY LOW £.3$

f S E P I  Butterfly Looms
30% Off

Deborah Norvtlle
Serenity Chunky

3.S OZ. -.

3.88|

Needieart
Categories Shown

Chinchilla Plush

5.88
• ERYDAY LOW 6.99

Plastic 
Canvas Shapes

30% Off
Vanna’s
Choice
2 .8 8

Foam Pads
30% Off

PRICES GOOD IN STORES ONLY MAY 30 THROUGH JUNE 4.20! i 
LES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK • SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE 

* THIS AD DOES NOT APPLY TO PRE-REDUCED ITEMS 
♦ SALE OFFERS NOT AVAILABLE ONUNE

S T O R E  H O U RS : 9-8 M O N D A Y -S A T U R D A Y  • C L O S E D  S U N D A Y

Canton
Ford Road a t  Lilley, west of Ikea

734-903-9142

ejvej

will be offered 5:30-7 p.m. and the 
lecture will be 7-8:30 p.m. The speak
ers are Dr. Karol Otteman and Dr. 
Ramneet Mangat, Registration for 
this event is required. There is no 
charge, but a $5 goodwill donation is 
requested to benefit Marian Women’s 
Center Programs.
Contact: Call the Marian Women's . 
Center at (734) 655-1182 to regis
ter, or register online atstm ary- 
mercy.org and click on "classes and 
events."

Car show
Time/Date: 5-8 p.m. every Thursday 
evening, now through Sept. 29th 
Location: American Legion Post 32, 
9318 Newburgh Road, just south of 
Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia,
Details. In addition to a variety of 
cars on display, there will be din
ners will be served ihside as well as 
grilled items like hot dogs, hamburg
ers and sloppy joes outside. There 
also is a DJ, 50 /50  raffle and a bake 
sale hosted by the American Legion 
Riders. Everyone is welcome.

Indoor Flea Market
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday, June 22-23 
Location: Berwyn Senior Center, 
26155 Richardson, Dearborn Heights 
Details: Vendors are being sought 
for an indoor flea market. The cost 
for a 6-foot table is $10, and for 
an 8-foot table $15, Table position 
will be based on a first come basis. 
Registration for a table can be made 
through Friday, June, 17.
Contact: To reserve a table or for 
more information, call (313) 791-3550.

Toastmasters Open House
Time/Date: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., 
Thursday, June 9 
Location: Eastern Michigan ■ 
University, 38777 W. Six Mile, at I-275, 
in Livonia. Room 412.
Details: Light refreshments: 
meet members of the West Side 
Professionals Toastmasters.
Contact: David Shevrin (248) 788- 
9511 or George Haralampopoulos 
(248) 672-2528; visit www.west- 
sideprofessionals.org for more 
information.

Widowed Friends
Time/Date: 5 p.m. Wednesday, June 8 
Location: Corsi's Italian Restaurant, 
27910 W. Seven Mile, west of Inkster, 
Livonia
Details: Social bour is at 5 p.m. and 
an Italian buffet dinner at 6 p.m.
Cost is $12 whichincludesdinner, 
beverage, dessert, tax and tip. Pay 
at the door (exact amount). Cash 
bar available. Stay to enjoy cards, 
games, conversation and meet new 
friend until 9:30 p.m. Sponsored by 
Widowed Friends, a peer support 
group.
Contact: Must RSVP by June 6 to 
Carol at (148) 946-0300 or Pat at 
(248)545-8348. !

Rouge Rescue
Time/Date: Saturday, June 4 
Details: Friends of the Rouge are 
looking for volunteers to partici
pate in the 25th Anniversary Rouge 
Rescue 2011. This annual river 
cleanup event has been so success
ful at removing trash that many of 
the sites hqw work on river restora
tion projects. There are volunteer 
opportunities for all ages with 
activities varying by site that may 
include trash cleanup, invasive plant 
removal, planting projects, woody 
debris management (moving wood in 
streams), nature walks, nesting box 
construction and more.
Contact: Call Friends of the Rouge at 
(313) 792-9621 or go online to www.

therouge.org for moreinformation.

Fall Craft Show
Time/Date. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 22
Location: St. Theodore Parish, 8200 
N. Wayne Road; Westland v . 
Details: St. Theodore's CCW is look
ing for vendors for their fall craft 
show. Table rental is $25.
Contact: all Mary a l 734-425-4421 
(voicemail #10)

Support group
Time/date: 3rd Thursdays, 7-8:30 
p.m. the third Thursday of the month 
Location: American House III, 35700 
Hunter, Westland
Details: Adult Well-Being Services 
through The Senior Alliance is spon
soring a support group that provides 
support and guidance for families 
caring for an older person.
Contact: Chris Goldberg at (734) 
629-5004. Call to confirm meeting, if 
coming for the first time.

American Legion
Time/Date: ? p.m. first Tuesday of 
the month
Location: Harris-Kehrer VFW Post, 
1055 S. Wayne Road, Westland 
Details: American Legion Westland 
Post 251 meets at the VFW hall the 
first Tuesday of each month. The 
post welcomes all veterans male and 
female who have been honorably 
discharged.
Contact: Bill Acton at <734) 326- 
2607, Ron Nickels at (734)455-3415 
or visit the website at www.post251. 
com or www.post251.org.

Fish fry
Time/Date: 5-8 p.m. every Friday 
Location. Monaghan Knights of 
Columbus, 19801 Farmington Road, 
between Seven and Eight Mile roads, 
Livonia
Details: Dinners cost $8.95 per 
person.
Contact: For details and reserva
tions, call (248)476-8383.

Fish Dial-A-Ride
Details: Fish Dial-A-Ride of Western 
Wayne County is seeking volunteer 
drivers and phone messengers. 
Volunteer drivers, using their own 
vehicles, designate days, times, 
and areas they are willing to drive. 
Volunteer phone messengers 
arrange client rides with our vol
unteer drivers one day each week 
from the comfort of their home. Fish 
Dial-A-Ride of Western Wayne County 
is a not-for-profit community service 
that provides free door-to-door rides 
to non-emergency medical and other 
necessary appointments for senior 
and disabled residents of Garden 
City, Livonia, and Westland who are 
unable to drive and have no alterna
tive transportation.
Contact: For more information, call 
(888) 660-2007 and leave a  mes
sage.

Earth Angels
Details: Earth Angels, a children's 
entertainment/'performance non
profit group composed of kids ages 
9 -16  years old, is currently looking 
to fill spots. There's opening for girls 
ages 9 -11, with at least two years of 
dance experience, and boys, ages 9 
-12 with no experience needed just 
an interest in performing. The group 
delivers a high energy show made 
up of choreographed dance routines 
spiced with theatrics and lip-synch
ing to the great Oldies music of the 
'50s and '60s as well as some cur
rent fare.
Contact: www.earthangelsontour. 
org or by e-mail to eangel1986§ 
comcast.net

T U l N K I i G  A B O U T . ,

or

L E N N O X )
—  i ... .

Receive up to a...

*1,400"Rebate*
Offer expires 6-3-11 

*See dealer for details

Up to a * 5 0 0
Federal tax credit 

s j

FREE ESTIMATES
Visit Our Showroom! • Our 37th Year!

(P lu s  up to a - 4 5 0
—  Utility company 

rebate

B e c o m e  a  F a n  o n  F a c e b o o k o w  ^ n o b b y lo b b y s t o r e  o n  T w i t t e r

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8 9 1 9  M I D D L E B E L T  •  L I V O N I A

(734) 525-1930
www.unitedtemperatureservices.com

Offer Expires 6/3/2011 
•Rebate offer Is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox products. "S ee dealer for details.

.  ©2011 Lennox Industries, Inc. Lennox dealers Inctfde Independently owned & operated businesses. .

mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
mailto:son@hometownlife.com
http://www.MetroFibroGroup.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.kumon.com
http://www.post251
http://www.post251.org
http://www.earthangelsontour
http://www.unitedtemperatureservices.com
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83 in  Class o f 2011
I .

s' V *  1 < ‘

Livon ia’s Ladyw ood H igh  
School graduated its 
C lass o f 2011 Sunday at 

St. John N eum ann Catho lic  
Church in  Canton.

A ll 83 graduates intend  
to pursue h igher education. 
They have been accepted at 
30 in stitu tions, counselor 
Susan  LeVasseur said.

Seventy percent o f them  
were offered a scholarsh ip  
or award. Those scholar
sh ip s and aw ards total more 
than $4 m illion .

Th irty -five  percent were 
aw arded the Ph i Beta K appa  
Certificate  o f R ecogn ition  
for having G PA s o f at least 
3.75.

Eleven students earned 
the G o ld  H onor Stole, based  
on their cum ulative grade  
poin t averages, total credits, 
h igfi honors and outstand
in g  academ ic achievement.

Forty-six  earned the G o ld  
H onor Cord, for be ing on the 
H onor R o ll a ll four years, 
and 10 earned the Blue

H onor Cord  for be ing on the 
honor ro ll for three years.

V a led ictorian  w as 
M ercedes B lack  o f Redford. 
C o-sa lu ta to rian s were 
Katherine Suchyta o f 
D earborn  and M egan  V ita le  
o f Livon ia.

W in ners o f the M o m s and  
D ads club scho larsh ip s were 
R achael Heath  o f L ivon ia  
and E rica  M ira b itu r o f 
W estland, respectively. The 
M om s and D ad s scholar
sh ip s are based on essay 
w ritten by the students on 
the topic o f w hat an educa
tion  at Ladyw ood has m eant 
to them.

Devon
Renee Corby 
receives 
her diploma 
from
Principal Sr. 
Mary Ann 
Smith.

i — "it 

F
ft m w m m

Megan Ann Vitale and Katherine 
Louise Suchyta give the salutatory 
address. Behind them is Principal Sr. 
Mary Ann Smith.

Experience Vegas-style 
action with 2,700 scorching 
slots, 90 table games and 
live Poker and Bingo. Throw 
in five delicious restaurants 
and free live entertainment, 
and your next gathering is 
sure to be a hit.
• Family Reunions
• Fundraisers
• Red Hat Society Trips
• Service Club Outings
• Tour Groups
• And rrhjch more!

For Details Call 
877-FKC-8777

n .

F I R E K E E P E R S
C A S IN O  • BATTLE CREEK1 ,

FireKeepersCasino.com ‘
1-94 to Exit 104 

11177 Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, Michigan 49014 

MUST BE 21.

*Certain conditions apply

S t a r t  e n j o y i n g  l i f e  t o d a y  a t  I n d e p e n d e n c e  V i l l a g e  o f  P l y m o u t h .  

Y o u r  n e w  b e s t  f r i e n d s  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  y o u .  T a k e  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  a n d  

c a l l  ( 7 3 4 )  4 5 3 - 2 6 0 0  f o r  a  t o u r  a n d  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  l u n c h .

P l y m o u t h ' s  P r e m i e r  S e n i o r  C o m m u n i t y

i s t
SmSSt

1 4 7 0 7  N o r t h v i l l e  R o a d  

P l y m o u t h ,  M I  4 8 1 7 0

(734) 453-2600
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Crowd turns out to celebrate schools 75th anniversary

Jackie Jones of Westland, mom of sixth-grade student Taylor, serves up the 
hot dogs to guests.

P  here were plenty o f hot 
g  dogs and plenty o f cup

cakes. T hat’s good news 
when you have 100 people 
show up at the door.

That was the case at St. 
Raphael Schoo l’s 75th G a la  
Celebration M a y  21. A n  esti
m ated 500 people showed 
up for the event w hich  
included M a ss and then a 
party in  the school w ith  the 
different classroom s deco
rated for d ifferent eras.

“It  w as a great turnout,” 
said  K athy Carro ll, who 
helped organize the event. 
“We sold tickets up u n til 
Saturday and ran out. 
Rather than p rin t more, 
we stam ped hands. We had  
about 100 who cam e w ith  no 
tickets.”

Com ing back for the cele
bration were five nuns from  
the S isters o f St. F rancis in  
Sylvan ia, O hio, inc lu d in g  
Sister W in ifre d  Tem plin  
who w as a principal when 
C arro ll attended the school, 
and Siste r M arie  Aneree 
who taught there between 
1946 and 1955.

Even though C arro ll 
w ished that more mem bers 
o f her C lass o f 1969 had  
attended —  there were six  
there —  she w as excited that 
one o f her best g irlfrien d s  
cam e in  from  Denver, Colo., 
for the party.

The school has alw ays had

PHOTOS BY THOMAS BEAUDOIN
School Principal DeAnn Brzezinski, Garden City Mayor Randy Walker, Father Raymond Lewandowski and former St. Raphael teacher and Garden City Council 
Member Jaylee Lynch show off a city proclamation presented to the school on its 75th anniversary.

St. Raphael teacher Karen Beaubien 
is all smiles as it's announced that 
after teaching at school for 37 years, 
she is retiring this year.

an auction fundra iser w hich  
w as rolled, in to  the ga la  
celebration th is year. T h is 
is the first tim e the school 
held an anniversary celebra
tion  and there’s ta lk  now to 
“hold som ething like  th is 
every five years,” C arro ll 
said

“It  w as a success, we 
heard noth ing but good  
reviews,” she said. “W e’re ’ 
very pleased. I  had  a sm ile  
that went from  side to side 
a ll evening.”
-By Sue Mason Alison and Isabel Christopher of Coldwater enjoying the crafts at the celebration. Their father attended St. Rapahel School in 1981.

ONLINE PHOTO GALLERIES
hom etow nlifeljn lcom
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P U B L IC  H E A R IN G  N O T IC E  
W A Y N E -W E S T L A N D  C O M M U N IT Y  S C H O O L S  

P R O P O S E D  2011-2012 B U D G E T  
M O N D A Y , J U N E  13,2011

Please take notice that, on June 13, 2011 at 7 o'clock p.m. at 36745 
Marquette, Westland, Michigan, the Board of Education of the 
Wayne-Westland Community Schools, Wayne County, Michigan, 
will hold a public hearing to consider the District's proposed 2011- 
2012 budget.

The Board may not adopt its proposed 2011-2012 budget until after 
the public hearing. A Copy of the proposed 2011-2012 budget, 
including the proposed property tax millage rate, is available for 
public inspection during normal business hours at 36745 
Marquette, Westland, Michigan.

The property tax m illage rate proposed to be levied to 
support the proposed budget w ill be a subject of this 
hearing.

This notice is given by order of the Board of Education.
C IN D Y  SCHO FIELD, Secretary

P u b lis h :  M a y  29» 2 011  OE0S739705 -  2x3

GARDEN CLIPPINGS

G a rd e n  C ity  R o ta r y

The Garden City Rotary 
Club is on the hunt for new 
members.

The local club was chartered 
in  1940 as part o f the world
wide Rotary International 
organization and is guided 
by the Rptary motto “Service

Above Self.” Charitable 
involvement covers the spec
trum  from  local activities, 
such as college scholarships,

 ̂literacy training, coats for 
needy elementary children, 
to projects including school 
construction and orphanage 
support in  Latin America, as 
well as pure water, polio vacci-

C IT Y  O F  W E S T L A N D  
Z O N IN G  B O A R D  O F  A P P E A L S  

P U B L IC  N O T IC E

The following appeals will be heard at a pijblic hearing to be held 
in the Council Chambers of Westland City Hall, 36601 Ford Road, 
Westland, M I on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. at which 
time comments may be directed to the Board during audience 
participation. If  you wish to reply by mail, send your comments to 
the above address. All property owners whose names appear in our 
tax rolls located within 300’ of this property are being notified 
pursuant to this statute.

Petition #2736-M. Cole. 360 N. H ix
Req. for a side yd. fence location variance and a l ’6i side yd. fence 
hgt. variance from Art. X  of the Westland City Code of Ordinances 
in order to install a 6’ high privacy fence in the north & south side 
yds. of the home; whereas Sec. 22-304(a) states that only rear yds. 
may be enclosed with a fence and Sec. 22-303(c) states that side yd. 
fences that are allowed cannot exceed 4’6i in hgt.

Petition #2737-V. Tksi. 32040 Merritt
Req. for a 5.5’ front yd. setback from Ord. 248 in order to construct 
a 6’ x 18’ covered porch addition to the front of the home that would 
be located 19.5’ from the front lot line; whereas Sec. 7:4.2 requires a 
minimum front yd. setback of 25’.

P u b lis h :  M a y  2 9 ,2 0 1 1

£ 2 * v v ? : ? f c .  ; v

Specializing in Bankruptcy

Starting at 
+ filing fee

. SH W W age Garnishments 
SlM ll? Repossessions 

TO I5 Foreclosures • S f O P  Forfeitures 
S T O P  Seizures • m m  Levies 
STWMP Utility Shutoffs

Free Consultations

1 '  "  n - ; /  a <

C a n to n  F o rd  C ro s s in g
5840 N. Canton Center Rd. • Suite 290 • Rm 1 & 2 • Canton, M I 48187 

http:Wtri-countylawyerspc.vpweb.com-

734-254*9314

nation, and other international 
hum anitarian efforts.

Rotary offers a wonderful 
opportunity for people to pro
vide service for others on many 
different levels and to the 
extent they feel comfortable 
doing so. A t the same time, 
it offers the availability for 
weekly contact and socializa

tion w ith other, like-minded, 
nice people.

The club meets at noon 
on Thursdays at Am antea’s 
Restaurant on W arren Road 
just east o f Venoy in  Garden 
City. Individuals interested in  
more information about the 
club can call Steve Kelly at 
,(734)748-1345.

»
i lI I I

S R 1 A T  STAFF. C A P

In-House Dialysis I C ard iac Rehab I R espiratory Therapy 
S ecured M em ory C are  Unit I S hort & Longr Term C are 

M edicare and M edicaid Provider I Private Insurance

Dmp w  f o r  s  Visit

s  nurse- I  would bria§ my 
f hum ,. If I kwe® fa**** mr \ 

€mc?m, eke doctors are always hem, 
M i unde is happy an& js w fg s fs  

mever hm e. It? wewfj®

Kevin has been a nurse for long-term care
patients for 15 years. He worked in three 

different states before joining the staff of Four 
Seasons so he knows the importance of good 
skilled care. His uncie Jerry moved into Four 

Seasons’ Memory Care Unit.

When extended care or short-term rehabilitation: 
become necessary, choose Four Seasons for 

attentive, professional staff and skilled nursing* 
In addition to physical, occupational and speech 

therapy, the facility offers one-of-a-kind 
services such as in-patient 

and bedside dialysis;

to  11 U.S.C. % 528 (A)(4) and  11 U.S.C. §  528 (I ). “W e are  a  d e b t re lie f agency.

734 416 2000
8 3 6 5  N e w b u r g h  R o a d  : J u s t  S o u th  o f  J o y  R o a d  I W e s t ia n d  4 8 1 8 5

T a k e  a  T o u r  o n  o u r  W e b s i t e !
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Irish eyes are ready to  sm ile a t festiva l
BY JILL HALPIN
CORRESPONDENT

Ir ish  eyes w ill certainly  
be sm ilin g when the second 
annual M o to r C ity  Ir ish  
Festival ro lls into Redford  
Tow nship June 3-5 draw ing 
an estim ated 5,000-7,000  
people eager to celebrate in  
the Celtic tradition.

W ith  more than 20 local 
Ir ish  bands lined up to per
form, the fam ily-friendly fes
tival w ill,show case some of 
the best that the area has to 
offer in  Ir ish  m usic, dancing  
and culture on the grounds 
o f St. Valentine’s Catholic  
Church.
: Local acts w ill perform  
in  two tents, the C laddagh  
A ll Ire land  Tent and the 
Dun leavy’s Ce ilidh  Tent. 
O rganized by W ayne 
County’s Stephen W alsh  
D iv isio n  o f the Ancient 
Order o f H ibern ians, pro
ceeds from  the festival w ill 
benefit St. Valentine’s as well 
as the Redford Interfaith

Irish bands will be jamming during 
the entire festival.

R e lie f and other local chari
table organizations

The event offers area resi
dents an excellent opportu
n ity to celebrate the Ir ish  
heritage, festival co-chair 
Charlie  French o f L ivon ia  
said.

“T h is is a feel-good festi
val. Detro it has such a rich  
h istory w ith the Ir ish  cu l
ture; th is is a  great chance to 
recognize that,” French said.

Festival planners focused 
on creating a fun, fam ily  
event and activities appeal
in g  to a ll ages are planned

throughout the weekend, 
said  Kevin  M urphy, a, co
chair o f the festival. M u rp h y : 
is  a L ivon ia  resident and 
owner o f Redford’s M urphy’s 
Restaurant.

A  children’s area featur
in g  gam es, face pa in ting and 
an in flatable  bounce house 
w ill offer fun  for young fes- 
tival-goers and a vendor’s 
area featuring Ir ish  food  
and m erchandise w ill give  
fo lks an opportunity to pur
chase everything from  Celtic 
crosses and T -sh irts to Ir ish  
soda bread and shortbread. 
In  addition to beer and 
w hiskey tasting, food w ill be 
available from  St. Valentine’s 
and C laddagh  Ir ish  Pub in  
Livon ia, a festival spon
sor. D un leavy’s Ir ish  Pub  
o f A llen  Park is  also a large  
event sponsor.

IRISH MENU
M enu item s include Ir ish  

fare such as “bangers and 
m ash,” also  know n as sau
sage and m ashed potatoes,

shepherd’s pie and fish -n - 
chips, we well as more trad i
tional festival eats like  pizza, 
hot dogs and ham burgers.

Special events planned for 
the festival include a “Parade 
o f Cham pions” featuring the 
w inners o f a local “fexs” or 
Ir ish  dance contest at 6:45 
p.m. Saturday, June 4, and 
an outdoor M a ss at noon 
June 5.

“It ’s entertainm ent for 
the whole fam ily,” M urphy  
said, adding that several 
notables in  the Ir ish  com m u
n ity are expected to attend 
M ass, includ ing honorary 
festival chairperson Tom  
O ’H alloran , owner o f the 
Tipperary Pub.

“W e are also  expecting the 
M a id  o f E rin  and Court o f 
St. B rig id  and m any local 
priests,” M u rph y said. The 
M a ss coincides w ith  a food 
drive for Redford In terfaith  
Relief. Those b rin g in g  four 
canned goods between noon 
and 2 p.m. Sunday, June 5, 
w ill receive a free pass to the

festival. T ickets to the festi
va l cost $7 and $2 discount 
vouchers are available at 
http://w w w .m otorcityirish- 
fest.com.

A ccord ing to Murphy, 
there are currently 22 local 
Celtic bands scheduled to 
perform  on two different 
stages and include w ell- 
know n perform ers such as 
The Kreellers, Blackthorn  
and The D iggers. H e said  he 
is  pleased that the festival 
offers a chance to h igh ligh t 
local Celtic m usicians.

“We have phenom enal ta l
ent here in  Detroit. We could 
have hired at least 10 more 
bands,” M urphy said.

For French, longtim e co
owner o f Livon ia-based bu si
ness The Ir ish  Baker w ith  
Jack Derrig, the M otor C ity  
Ir ish  Festival is long over
due.

He and festival organizers 
have wanted to organize a 
large event that gives metro 
Detroiters a chance to cel
ebrate their culture and the

trad itions o f Ireland.
A fter attending Ir ish  fes

tivals around the area w ith  
partner Derrig, it quickly 
became evident that “Detroit 
is the only m ajor city w ith 
out an Ir ish  festival. There 
are festivals in  Chicago, 
M uskegon ... even Toledo,” 
he said.

“There is such nice Ir ish  
com m unity in  the area.
We need to celebrate that,” 
French said. H e and friends 
w ith in  the A O H  organization  
decided the tim e was righ t 
for such an event. The first 
festival was held last year at 
the A O H  in  Detroit. A  larger 
venue was necessary for th is 
year’s celebration, and they 
settled on the Redford loca
tion after recogn izing the 
tow nship’s com m unity spirit.

“The tow nship has just 
embraced us,” he said.

M u rphy agrees, “T h is is 
great place for the festival. 
The Redford com m unity is 
w onderful and always very 
supportive.”

A look at the bands performing 
at the Motor City Irish Festival
The Motor City Irish  Festival 

opens with performances in  
two tents in the grounds of St. 
Valentine’s, 25881 Dow  Road in, 
Redford Township. The lineup 
is as follows:

Friday, June 3 
Claddagh A ll Ireland Tent 
6 p.m. -Terry M urphy 

Band
7:20 p.m. -  The Codgers 
8:40 p.m. -  B ill Grogans 

Goat
10 p.m. -  The Kreellers

Dunleavy’s Ceilidh Tent 
6:15 p.m. -Gerard Sm ith 
7:45 p.m.-Tom K ish  Band
9 p.m. -Traditional Irish  

M usic Session

Saturday, June 4 
Claddagh A ll Ireland Tent 
12:30 p.m. -  Shamrock Shore 
2:15 p.m. -  Odd Enough 
3:45 p.m. -  In is Ceol 

5:15 p.m. -  Jamrocks 
6 :4 5  -  Detroit International 
Feis/Parade of Champions 

7:20 p.m. -Terry M urphy 
Band

8:40 p.m.- The Kreellers
10 p.m. -  The Codgers

Dunleavy’s Ceilidh Tent 
1:30 p.m. -  Frank Kennedy 
2:45 p.m.- Tommy 

O’Halloran, Frank Kennedy 
and Terry M urphy  
3:30 p.m - Terry Murphy 
5 p.m. Celtic Crossroad 
6:15 p.m.- Irish  Step Dancing 
with A nn  M cCallum  

7:45 p.m. -  Brian Bonnor 
8:30 p.m.- Ceili Dancing 

with the Ardan Academy of 
Irish  Dance 

9:30 p.m.- Traditional Irish  
M usic Session

Sunday, June 5 
Claddagh A ll Ireland Tent 
1 p.m. -  In is  Ceol 
2:15 p.m. -  Jamrocks 
3:30 p.m. -  The Diggers
5 p.m. - Blackthorn 
6:15 p.m. Irish  Dancers 
6:45 p.m. -  The Kreellers

Dunleavy’s Ceilidh Tent 
1:30 p.m. Carey’s Company 
3 p.m. F O U I Chowder Society 
3:45 p.m. Em erald Isle  

Dancers 
5:30 p.m. O ’Hare School of 

Irish  Dance
6 p.m. Brian Bonnor &

Ardan Academy of Irish  Dance
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Swedish success story: IKEA going strong as 5-year mark nears
BY HELEN NIEMIEC

CORRESPONDENT

The big blue and yellow 
building so eagerly awaited 
during its construction is gear
ing up for a major birthday 
celebration m arking five years 
of operations in  June. IK E A , 
the Swedish-based furnish
ings store, is very pleased with 
its decision to call Canton its 
home.

The Canton store, located 
on Ford and Haggerty roads, 
is one of 38 Am erican stores 
in the chain. There are 280 
stores in  26 countries. A s the 
sole M ichigan location, the 
Canton store is a destination 
shopping event, not only for 
locals but people throughout 
Michigan, Ontario and parts 
of Ohio. Before the store in 
Cincinnati, Ohio opened last 
year, the Canton store also 
drew shoppers from Kentucky 
and Tennessee.

James Organ, deputy store 
manager, said the Canton store 
has met and exceeded all cor
porate expectations, even in the 
bleak economic times.

He says there is much to cel
ebrate.

“IK E A  has delivered very 
positive results. More than 300 
people are gainfully employed, 
with no layoffs when the econ
omy went sour. We offer well- 
designed furniture at great 
prices. The Canton IK E A  has a 
steadily grow ing market share,” 
Organ said.

Canton was one of the cit
ies looked at and its cultural 
diversity, accessibility to major 
freeways and the good relation
ship with local government is 
what played a role in the final 
decision.

“It made sense to open a store 
in  this area. Detroit is in  the 
top 10 in the* country for fur
niture spending. People in this 
market spend a lot of money on 
their homes,” Organ said.

IK E A  is a 311,000-square- 
foot building, with two levels 
and 1,300 parking spaces on 
a 21-acre parcel. Showrooms 
and model houses are located 
on the second floor. A lso  on 
the upper level is a 300-seat

Livonia resident Andrea Otto and 2-year-old daughter Makenna shop at IKEA 
in Canton. The store celebrates its five-year anniversary early next month.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRE$LER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

IKEA is a destination. Tour Connection, based in Lansing, offers a $30 day excursion from Lansing to IKEA, then to 
Block Greenhouse in Romulus, to Guernsey in Northville for ice cream, then back to Lansing.

restaurant. The m ain floor 
houses Smaland, a supervised 
children’s play area, the unas
sembled furniture stock to take 
home, 17 checkout lanes and 
packaged Swedish food.

IK E A  designs all its items at 
the headquarters in  Sweden. 
Cost is a key component in  
deciding to put an item on the 
market. Packaging is the other, 
Organ said.

“We believe in flat packaging. 
W hen we put something like 
pillows in a box for shipment, 
the air is removed so more 
pillows can fit in  a box. That 
means fewer trucks on the road 
and less emissions,” Organ said.

The IK E A  look decidedly is 
Swedish, with cleaner lines and 
a European color palette. The 
taste also is decidedly Swedish, 
both at the restaurant and the 
Swedish Foodmarket.

The stock ranges from small 
kitchenware items to appli
ances, furniture and a full 
array ofbedding and linens. A  
children’s section features toys, 
decorative.items, bedroom fur
niture and tot-sized tables and 
chairs.

DECORATE AFFORDABLY
“Tastes change from  babies 

to tweens. Parents can decorate 
more affordably here. We have 
an expandable toddler bed that 
grows with the child,” Organ  
said.

It’s that type of versatil
ity and good price point that 
makes IK E A  a major part of 
the furnishings business, he 
said. W hile the business is 
steady throughout the year, 
Organ said that in July and 
August as students prepare for 
the dorm life at colleges and 
universities, there is a great 
demand for beds, desks and 
decor that fits into the com
pacted space.

“We are a destination. We’re 
the only store in M ichigan right 
now. That’s why it’s important 
to offer a good day out. We try 
to make it fun and we make it 
affordable,” Organ explained.

The recessionary times and 
affordability have broadened 
IK E A ’s appeal, Organ said. 
Shoppers, who m ight not have 
considered IK E A  before, came 
in  when money was tight.
IK E A  is finding that the initial

contact was positive because 
many have become repeat cus
tomers and are spending more 
now that the economic climate 
is improving, the deputy man
ager said.

Customers find that to be the 
case.

Charley Hernandez was pick
ing up items for his new apart
ment in Westland.

“I  needed something nice 
for the living room and found 
everything on this one trip,” he 
said.

Adm itting that home fur
nishings aren’t his specialty, he 
said he relied on the look of the 
floor design at the store and 
asked the IK E A  salesperson for 
advice.

“She was great —  gave me 
really good ideas but she 
didn’t push anything on me,” 
Hernandez said.

Tiffany Baines of Canton was 
shopping for “little odds and 
ends.” W ith a tight budget, she’s 
tired of the look of her rooms 
and wanted some new purchas
es to “spice it up a bit.”

Kathy Kovacic of Cleveland 
was in town to visit relatives

and always tags on a trip to 
IK E A .

“Certainly I  am an expert 
IK E A  shopper. The one clos
est to me is outside Pittsburgh, 
opened several years before the 
one in Canton. But with the , 
fam ily up here, I  go to this one 
more often. I  like the store, its 
furnishings’ clean lines and 
good price; I  have a lot of their 
products.”

Another plus in  her eyes 
is the access. “I  like the one 
in  Canton better than the 
Pittsburgh one in ease of get
ting in and out,” she said.

SWEDISH APPEAL
The Canton store is the only 

IK E A  not on a freeway.
Swedish members o f the 

Detroit Red W ings hockey 
team make regular visits to the 
store to pick up items that they 
had in Sweden but are difficult 
to find locally. They’re most 
usually dropping in to buy food 
items, Organ said. There is a 
variety of herring and salmon 
products, as well as lingonberry 
jam  and cookies, a Swedish 
mainstay.

Organ added that a good 
work team makes IK E A  suc
cessful and that employees are 
enthusiastic about what they 
do.

A n  IK E A  employee who 
works 30 hours per week is 
considered full-time, getting 
benefits. Former store manager 
Kelly Frieze held a meeting

with employees when the econ- 
omy soured to reassure them  
that their jobs were safe.

Libby Qlave, an employ
ee in  the Interior Design  
Department, attests to that.

“I  appreciate the amount of 
time the company places on 
training and development. And  
I  am  grateful for its values,” she 
said.

Olave hired in when the store 
first opened

“IK E A  takes a long-range 
view of things,” Organ said.
“We knew that we would work 
together and see this through. 
There was such a peaceful feel
ing when they heard that. It  
certainly provided a calm ing 
effect in the storm.”

In  addition to what it sells, 
Organ said the company makes 
charitable giving and envi
ronmental issues a part of its 
everyday planning. Though it 
doesn’t send out press releases 
on its charitable acts, Organ 
said the Canton store has been 
involved in a few projects, 
including First Step, a shelter' 
for women and children.

Environmentally, the empha
sis is on reducing carbon foot
print. The chain has stopped 
selling incandescent light bulbs 
and earlier this year the head
quarters shipped 300 bicycles 
to be given to Canton employee 
so they can pedal to work, or 
during off hours if  they live too 
far away, to reduce the impact 
of car emissions.
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COMING m i I®!!
Central City Dance Center is happy to announce 

the grand opening of a new cutting-edge dance facility 
setting new standards in conceptual dance studio design.
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Karen Lafata is stepping down after 13 seasons at Schoolcraft College to become the assistant women's basketball 
coach at Wayne State University.

Lafata era ends
Successful Lady Ocelot coach off to WSU

,»> ■--> W

BY BRAD EMONS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Karen Lafata is taking her 
coaching talents to the next 
level.

The w inningest women’s 
basketball coach for the 
past decade in  the'M ichigan  
Com m unity College Athletic 
Association is leaving 
Schoolcraft College after
13 seasons to become an 
assistant at Wayne State 
University.

Schoolcraft athletic direc
tor Sid Fox also named Kevin  
Brathwaite, an assistant 
under Karen Lafata for the 
past four yearsi as the Lady  
Ocelots’ new head coach on 
Friday.

“Kevin has a deep passion  
for the game,” Fox said. “He 
has been instrum ental in  the 
recruitment process and has 
helped to bring quality stu- 
dent-athletes to our cam pus 
during a very successful run  
for our program .”

Lafata com piled an im pres
sive overall record o f 326-77 
with the Lady Ocelots, an 
.808 w inning percentage, 
which also included two trips 
to the N JC A A  D ivision  I I  
National Tournam ent result

ing in a second-place fin ish  
in  2009 and a third-place  
fin ish  in  2010.

Lafata w ill serve under 
Carrie Lohr, who was named 
the W S U ’s 12th head coach 
in  school history on M ay  11 
after a nine-year stint at rival 
St. C la ir County Com m unity 
College.

“It ’s just a perfect tim e for 
me,” said Lafata, who recent
ly retired after teaching after 
36 years at the M acom b  
Juvenile Justice Center. 
“Maybe five or six years ago I  
wouldn’t have jum ped on it. 
But w ith Carrie getting the 
job, and because of our spe
cial relationship, I  thought 
th is was right. I  adm ire her 
and she’s dynamic. I  wanted 
to join her and put Wayne 
State on the map. She’s got 
it all.”

Schoolcraft, which finished  
28-4 last season, has a vet
eran squad returning and 
Lafata already had lined four 
new recruits.

“It’s d ifficu lt to leave 
Schoolcraft and the kids,” 
she said. “I  felt bad, but 
th is is som ething I  always 
wanted to do. Once I  retired, 
I  wanted it to be local and be 
a part o f a four-year college

%
Lafata

A
Brathwaite

program.
Lafata said she met w ith  

the Schoolcraft players last 
Monday.

:“ft was a cry fest,’ but we’re 
in good shape,” she said. “A  
lot o f k ids are com ing back 
and it’s a strong team. I  
really enjoyed Schoolcraft, 
everybody in  the athletic 
department and the school. I  
was totally happy w orking all 
these years and I  experienced 
tremendous success. It  was 
an honor to work there.”

A t Schoolcraft, Lafata’s 
teams were M C C A A  Eastern  
Conference cham pions eight 
times, M C C A A  state cham 
pions six tim es and N JC A A  
D istrict w inners three times.

Schoolcraft also placed 
sixth under Lafata at the 
2001 Nationals.

Please see LAFATA, B3

LPS athletes face

On academic eligibly
BY BRAD EMONS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

This is no pop quiz.
W hen it comes to eligibil

ity, Livonia Public School 
high school student-athletes 
have been put on notice and 
w ill be held more account
able for their academic per
formance starting w ith the 
2011-12 fall sports season.

Members o f the LP S’ 
Athletic Council, made up of 
principals, athletic directors 
and a parent representative 
from  Churchill, Franklin  
and Stevenson high schools, 
along with the Director of 
Secondary Education (Dr. 
Rod Hosman), recently 
adopted a more stringent 
academic policy when it 
comes to card m arkings and 
semester grades.

“For several years our 
Athletic Council has felt 
our academic standards 
aren’t where they should 
be,” Franklin principal Dan  
W illenborg said. “We align  
ourselves with the M ichigan  
H igh  School Athletic 
Association and follow their 
rules, but their standards 
and requirements are not 
real strong.”

The new test for LPS stu
dent-athletes w ill come in  
the fall.

“We put a survey out to 
the community earlier this 
season,” W illenborg said.
“We had 82 percent o f the 
respondents tell us, ‘Yes, you 
should be in reasing those. _  
requi i ements;’ “We looked at 
several i thti school districts 
w ithin the K X A A . Ours is 
actually modeled after a 
couple of those.”

The M H S A A  currently 
recommends a 10-week 
check for card markings, but 
the Livonia Public Schools 
w ill now review grades 
every five weeks starting in 
the fall.

The M H S A A  guidelines . 
say student-athletes can 
remain eligible by passing 
four classes (D-m inus or 
better) and allows two (E) 
failing grades.

“There’s a caveat,” 
W illenborg said to the new 
LP S  guidelines. “They could 
be failing one class, and

if  they’re passing all their 
other classes -  if  they have 
a 2.0 (grade-point) average
-  they’ll still be allowed to 
Play.

“We’re trying to send that 
shot across that academics 
is your priority. Every year 
at schools, some seniors 
wake up to the idea: ‘Wait, 
this is my last game, what 
am  I  going to do? W hat am  
I  going to do for the rest of 
my life?’ W hat we’re trying 
to emphasis is that read
ing, w riting and reasoning 
is better investment than 
jumping, running and 
throwing. I  think most 
parents understand that. 
Teachers do, coaches do.
We want to build character 
through our athletic pro
grams.”

The new LP S  guidelines 
had been on the table for the 
past several years.

“It’s been on the docket 
for awhile, but this year 
it gained more traction 
because jobs are hard to 
come by,” W illenborg said. 
“A nd  it’s your education 
that’s going to take you 
places.”

Franklin athletic direc
tor Ron Hammye said he 
received data and tracked 
eligibility under the new 
LP S  standards during the 
fall 2010 semester.

“We looked at a scenario 
with students last semester 
based on their information 
and there were a handful 
that felljm der: these (jiew) .. 
categories that negated eli
gibility,” Hammye said.

W illenborg said he wants 
to get the message out loud 
and clear before the next 
school year starts for both 
athletes and parents.

“One of the things we 
wanted to get across, too, 
that during the m arking 
period after five weeks 
... but after the semester 
grades, if  you’re failing a 
class there, or don’t have a
2.0 in the five other classes, 
you’re .going to be out a 
semester,” he said. “That’s 
quite a bite and kids w ill feel 
that. Hopefully we can con
vince them earlier on during

Please see ACADEMICS, B2

Softball Italian-style: St. Clair enjoys pro experience
Will also catch for Akron Racers

BY BRAD EMONS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Roya St. Clair wouldn’t call 
A -l Italian Softball League not 
close to B ig Ten caliber, but 
former University ofM ichigan  
catcher wouldn’t have traded 
for the experience to play over
seas for anything.

“I  definitely had fun and am  
very thankful that I  had this 
opportunity,” said the Livonia 
Stevenson H igh  grad, who 
w ill join the Akron Bandits 
this week in the National 
Professional Fastpitch cir
cuit. “I  was able to visit Rome 
and Venice. M y  favorite was 
being able to walk around the 
Colosseum.”
, St. Clair earned first-team  

A ll-B ig  Ten Honors in 2009 
and third-team A ll-B ig Ten as 
a senior for the Wolverines.

She was an Academic A ll- 
Big Ten selection twice (2008- 
09) and earned a B.A. degree 
in Sport Management.

So when the opportunity to 
play in Montegrenaro, Italy 
came up, St. Clair jumped at 
the chance.

The language barrier did

cause some hardship, but St. 
Clair adapted the best she 
could.

“I  wish I  could speak Italian, 
it would have made things a 
little easier,” she said. “I  have 
picked up words here and 
there, mostly pertaining to 
softball. This was my first 
time overseas and I  think the 
major difference from the U.S. 
is Italy has a slower-paced 
lifestyle.

“During the day all the busi
nesses close up shop for three 
or four hours -  everybody goes 
home for lunch or takes a nap. 
Things open back up at around 
4:30 p.m. It’s probably like that 
all over Europe.”

St. Clair said her team didn’t 
enjoy much success on the dia
mond. There were also cultural 
differences with softball. It 
was not quite the same as play
ing in the College W orld Series.

“We’d practice at 8:30 at 
night because the (Italian) 
players either had jobs or were 
going to school,” St. Clair said. 
“A t M ichigan ‘Hutch’ (coach 
Carol Hutchins) runs the best 
practices in America. There’s 
little time wasted, everything

Former MichigaiKatcher and Stevenson grad Roya St. Clair played a professional stint in Italy and will join the 
defending champion NPF Akron Racers this summer.

is doing their work in an hour 
and 45 minutes. Over there 
we’d stand around, it was a 
much slower pace and it would 
go two-and-half hours.

“But I  enjoyed my time. The 
girls were great and the orga

nization treated us well.”
The catcher felt somewhat 

like an ambassador for the 
sport o f softball to a certain 
extent. Her roommate was for
mer Ohio State Buckeye player 
Jamee Jaurez, a pitcher with

the rival N P F  Chicago Bandits.
“They can bring in three 

. Americans and we got paid by 
the club,” she said. “It’s a mutu
al thing. The Americans get a

SIDELINES
Senior Alexa Bams fin

ished with six goals and four 
assists Thursday as Livonia 
ladywood earned a 17-7 win over 
Farmington in the first round of 
the MHSAA girls lacrosse tourna
ment.

The Blazers, who improved to 
8-6 overall, also got four goals 
and four assists from senior 
Niki Jacobs, while junior Kylie 
Birney added four goals and two 
assists.

Junior Alyssa Daly also 
contributed a goal and assist 
as ladywood advances to the 
regional semifinal 7:15 p.m. 
Wednesday at Ann Arbor Skyline.

Ladywood goalies Stephanie 
Maekley and Lauren Perugi com
bined for eight saves.

Farmington got three goals, 
from Megan Koopmen and two 
from Kelly Plummer. Goalie 
Lauren Foster had eight saves 
for the Falcons.

On Monday, Alexandra Dietz 
went wild with nine goals 
Monday as host Birmingham 
Marian rolled to a 23-9 Catholic 
League win over the Blazers.

Atonia Vialante added seven 
goals and goalie Kelsey Serra 
made 17 saves for the Mustangs.

Burns had four goals and 
four assists for the Blazers, who 
slipped to 5-3 in the division. 
Birney added three goals and 
one assist in the loss.

Maekley, a sophomore, made 
l4-of-30 saves.

S ; ^ n :9 c r ;y iiJ i!p

Former Livonia Clarenceville 
High football standout and 
Tennessee Titans linebacker 
Tim Shaw will stage his second 
"Dream It. Do It," football camp 
(grades 4-12) from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, June 18 at David 

vMcfioweftStadiumr • ■ ., " 
’ The camp, assisted by current 
NFL and college players, is free 
and enrollment is limited.

To print and fill out a registra
tion form, visit wwwtimshaw- 
footbaif.com.

M C I!

Please see ST. CLAIR, B2

The Michigan Wolves-Hawks 
Soccer Club will stage a neigh- • 
borhood informational meeting 
for residents about the Jaycee 
Park Improvement Plan, begin
ning at 7 p m  Thursday, June 2, 
at Coolidge Elementary School, 
30500 Curtis Road, Livonia.

The club, which received a 
$100,000 grant from U.S. Soccer, 
plans to install a turf soccer 
field.

In an agreement with the city 
of Livonia, the Wolves-Hawks 
have been maintaining and 
improving Jaycee Park, located 
south of Eight Mile and east 
of Farmington (next to Tyler 
Elementary).

For more information, email 
Lars Richters at LarsRichters® 
aol.com.

L l l i l l i l c l i c i  •

Canton PGA golf professional 
Tami Bealert will offer a pair of 
ladies golf clinics next month at 
Hickory Creek Golf Course, locat
ed 3625 Napier Road (off Ford 
Road), in Superior Township.

The ladies clinic will be from 
7:15-8:15 p.m. Thursdays, June 
2,16 and 30 (cost is $15 with a 
social to follow afterwards).

The mother and daughter 
clinic is from 2:15-3:15 p m  '• ' 
Saturday, June 18 (cost $10).

To register, visit www.play- 
golfamerica.com (enter zip code 
48198).

For more information, visit 
TrainWithTami@yahoo.com.

The 10-week Livonia Women's 
. Golf League will be at 8 am . each 
Thursday, beginning June 23, at 
Whispering Willows Golf Course.

Non-residents are invited to 
join the 18-hole league.

The cost is $26 per week 
(includes greens fees and cart);

For more information, call 
Alethea Van Gorp at (734) 604- 
9020; or e-mail aavg@juno.com.

mailto:TrainWithTami@yahoo.com
mailto:aavg@juno.com
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Baseball oddity
Warriors'Tikes throws no-hitter in 8-5 triumph

BY BRAD EMONS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

W hen it comes to no-hitters, 
this one could be called uncon
ventional.

O n Friday, junior Taurrek 
Fikes held host A nn  Arbor 
Greenhills without a hit as 
Lutheran H igh  Westland 
secured second place in the 
Blue D ivision of the M ichigan  
Independent Athletic 
Conference w ith an 8-5 vic
tory over Gryphons in a game 
played a Concordia University.

O nly one of the five runs 
was earned as Fikes struck out 
eight and walked five in seven 
innings.

“This was definitely an odd 
game for m any reasons,” said 
Lutheran W estland coach 
Kevin Wade, whose team  
improved to 12-4 overall and
8-3 in the M IA C  Blue. “To 
start the game we were on the 
wrong side of a couple ques
tionable calls that cost us some 
runs in  the first.

“Then defensively in the bot
tom of the first, we committed 
three straight errors (all o f ■ 
which scored) to find ourselves 
down 3-2.”

The W arriors added three 
runs each in the second and 
third innings to take an 8-3 
advantage before Greenhills

(10-4,7-5) got one each in the 
fifth and sixth innings.

“We were able to push some 
more runs across,” Wade said, 
“but we stranded a total of 10 
runners, which would have 
made the game a lot different.

“Fikes finished the game 
and then we look back at the 
book and he didn't give up 
a single hit, but they scored 
five runs. It  was kind of odd
I  thought, but we got the win 
nonetheless and to finish sec
ond in a very tough conference 
is very respectable.”

N ick  Flanery paced the : 
W arriors’ 11-hit attack going 
3-for-4 with a double and two 
R B I.

Jake Andrzejewski went
2-for-3 w ith a triple, R B I 
and scored twice, while Kent 
Krzyske added two hits and 
had two stolen bases.

Fikes also helped his own 
cause with two R B I, while 
M arc Rosen scored a pair 
of runs and Aaron Gartha 
chipped in w ith an R B I.

The W arriors now turned 
their attention to the Division
4 district Saturday at 
Plymouth Christian.

“Hopefully now with the 
second season starting we can 
put complete games together 
offensively and defensively and 
compete at a high level now

that it is June,” Wade said.

H u ro n  V a lle y  s w e e p s
W estland Huron Valley 

Lutheran’s baseball team  
remained atop the M ichigan  
Independent Athletic 
Conference’s Red D ivision  
standings follow ing sweep
ing a double-header Tuesday 
against visiting Ypsilanti 
Calvary Christian, 12-2 and 
9 - 4 .

The Hawks, defending 
M IA C  Red champs, improved 
to 11-1 overall and 10-1 in  the 
division.

In  the first game, w inning 
pitcher Ryan Schaffer went 
3-for-3 to pace the Haw ks’ 
seven-hit attack.

Schaffer struck out five, 
walked three and allowed just 
four hits over six innings.

In  the nightcap, Shawn 
Schaffer went 2-for-3 with 
two R B I to lead Huron  
Valley’s 13-hit output. Andy  
Barber and Ryan Schaffer also 
went 2-for-2 each.

W inn ing pitcher Alex 
H arris went three innings, 
strik ing out eight and w alking 
only one. He allowed all four 
runs on three hits.

The two losses left Calvary 
at 1-9 in the M I A C  Red.

bemonsihometownlife.com | (313) 222-6851

Former Michigan catcher and Stevenson High grad Roya St. Clair (far left) took in the Colosseum in Rome with 
her teammates.

ST. CLAIR
FROM PAGE B1

lot out of it being in  a differ
ent culture and the Italian  
players see a higher skill level 
they’re not used to.”

St. Clair’s eight-week stint 
went fast, but she still missed 
being away from home.

“It was tough to talk to 
fam ily friends because of the 
six-hour time difference,” 
she said. “I  went to college 
30 minutes from home.
And although I  was busy 
and didn’t get the chance to 
go home much during the 
school year, I  could always 
pick up a phone and call 
home or my fam ily could 
come see me. Here I  didn’t 
have a phone and had to rely 
on e-mail and Skype to talk  
to people at home.”

The Italian  way oflife was 
also a b ig adjustment.

“We eat at 8-or-9 p.m. and
I  had to get used to that,”
St. C lair said. “A  lot o f times 
we’d go to a teammates’ 
house and they’d cook. That 
was the best food and I ’m  
used to a lot o f different eth
nic foods because my mom  
is from  Iran.

“It was mostly sunny, 
around 65 to 75 degrees, it 
would often rain early in  
the morning. It ’s near the 
Adriatic Sea, o ff the east 
central coast. It ’s very rural.

“They drive like maniacs, 
the cars and the buses. I  was 
running and alm ost got hit 
a couple of times. I  like to 
run outside, but I  used the 
treadm ill a lot because the 
h ills are so steep.”

St. C lair’s softball career 
begins again w ith the 
defending champions of the 
NPF. The season starts June 
9.

“I  expect to challenge for 
some pretty good playing 
time whether it’s catch
ing or being a designated 
player,” she said. “I  was 
lucky enough to get a chance

Obviously the Italian team softball jersey for Roya St. Clair is a hybrid 
spelling of her last and first name.

Former Michigan 
catcher 
and Livonia 
Stevenson 
grad Roya St. 
Clair played a 
professional 
stint this spring 
in Italy and 
will play this 
summer for the 
NPF defending 
champion Akron 
Racers.

U-M PHOTO SERVICES I AKRON RACERS

at playing softball back in  
the States. I  jumped at the 
opportunity, Akron had 
some spots open on their 
roster and the catching posi
tion was one of those that 
they needed filled.

“M y  coaches at M ich igan  
were helpful in  recommend
ing me and Akron’s owner 
Joey Arietta offered me a 
spot and I  gladly accepted. 
M y  expectations for this 
sum m er... I  don’t really have 
any. I f  I  learned anything in  
college it had to have been 
expectations are worthless, 
just work hard. I  have the 
opportunity to play softball 
again and I ’m going to work 
hard and see what happens.
I  have goals and those are

personal. Obviously I  want 
to play, but as far as expect
ing that to happen -  that all 
comes w ith working hard.”

The Italian  experience 
hopefully w ill prove benefi
cial.

“I ’ve been working hard 
and being in Italy was like  
spring training here,” St. 
C lair said. “It ’s not (N C A A ) 
Division I, but getting back 
into it w ill help.

“Everybody is paid (at 
Akron). W e’ll make appear
ances at camps and clinics. 
We’ll be out in the commu
nity. I ’m excited to play and 
be back home.”

bemons@bometownlife.com
(313)222-6851

Blazers 2nd at regional, net D3 state berth
BY BRAD EMONS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Linda Brennan got an 
unexpected surprise in  her 
first season as varsity tennis 
coach at Livonia Ladywood.

The Blazers earned a 
Division 3 state finals quali
fying berth as a team after a 
runner-up finish M ay 20 in  
the Grosse lie regional tour
nament.

Host Grosse He captured 
the title with 26 points, while 
Ladywood claimed a run
ner-up finished and auto
matic bid next weekend to 
Kalam azoo w ith 17.

Riverview (15), Dearborn 
Divine Child (14) and Chelsea 
(12) rounded out the top five 
team finishers.

“These girls deserved to 
go to ‘state’ after the way 
they came on as a team,” 
said Brennan, who spent the 
previous six seasons as the 
Blazers’ JV  coach. “I  never 
dreamed we’d take second 
and I  think we surprised a lot 
of coaches.”

Ladywood finished 7-8 
during the dual-meet season 
and fifth out of six teams 
in the Catholic League 
Tournament. They also had 
runner-up finishes at the 
Monroe and Howell invita- 
tionals.

“The Catholic League 
was very tough and we also 
had matches with (Beverly

GIRLS TENNIS

H ills) Detroit Country Day 
and (Bloom field H ills) 
Cranbrook,” Brennan said. 
“We started the season a 
little slowly. Our singles were 
strong all year long, but then 
our doubles came around 
because of the way they 
worked together and came 
together.”

The biggest surprise came 
at No. 1 doubles when juniors 
Kenzie Kettner and Jenny 
Rhodes, seeded fifth going 
into the regional, won the 
title with a 6-1,6-2 w in over 
Grosse He’s duo of M arissa  
Nazareno and Montana 
Pruett after knocking off the 
top-seeded duo from Trenton 
(Liz Sheeran and M olly  
Wilkie), 7-5,6-4.

Kettner and Rhodes, start
ers on Ladywood’s Final Four 
volleyball team last fall, went
3-0 on the day and improved 
their season record to 12-10.

“Those two played No. 1 for 
me last year on JV  and they’ve 
really come on,” Brennan 
said.

Ladywood’s other regional 
title came at No. 2 singles 
when third seed Erica Ley 
defeated Grosse lie’s A n ia  
Latala, the top seed, 6-2,6-1, 
in the finals. Lay, a junior, 
also ousted second seed 
Felicia Kollias of Riverview, 
to improve to 15-7 on the year.

Ladywood’s No. 3 singles 
player M egan Glowacki 
(13-7) also earned a spot 
in  the regional sem ifinals 
before fa llin g in three sets 
to Grosse He’s M ary  Kate 
McShane, 6-1,3-6,7-5.

The Blazers’ No. 1 singles 
player all year has been 
Stephanie Petrusha (13-8), 
while sophomore Nicole 
Salter holds down the No. 4 
slot.

Ladywood’s No. 2 doubles 
team of M ary  Beth Rouna 
and Courtney Doenitz 
reached the regional finals 
before fa llin g to Riverview’s 
top-seeded duo of Em ily  
Bow and Bianca Korkis, 6-2, 
6-4.

A lso  headed to Kalam azoo 
to represent the Blazers are 
No. 3 doubles team M aura  
Motta, a senior, and M ia  
Kudron, a junior, along 
w ith No. 4 doubles players 
A llison  Franz, a senior, and 
Shannon Butw ill, a junior.

Brennan was an assistant 
under Joe Stafford when the 
Blazers qualified as a team ‘ 
in 2009-

“It’s exciting to coach 
these people,” Brennan said. 
“They’re great group. Even 
in a tough Catholic League 
they played their hearts out. 
They’re very coachable and 
have been so respectful.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
(313)222-6851

CATHOLIC LEAGUE A-B DIVISION 
TRACKS FIELD MEET 

May 24 at Livonia Ladywood
GIRLS TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Dearborn 

Divine Child, 162 points; 2. Farmington 
Hills Mercy, 101; 3. Warren Regina, 73; 4. 
Birmingham Marian, 71; 5. Pontiac Notre 
Dame Prep, 53; 6. Livonia Ladywood, 35. 

FINAL EVENT RESULTS
Shot put: 1. Ashley O'Neill (DDC), 35 feet,

9.5 inches; 3. Amy Lewandowski (LL), 34.7.05.
Discus: 1. Teresa Wojnarowski (LL), 108-5.
High jump: 1. Ceara O'Leary (DDC), 5-1.
Long jump: 1. Caroline Strasser (DDC), 

16-4.
100-meter hurdles: 1. Dana Carey (BM), 

15.56.
300 hurdles: 1. Carey (BM), 45.99.
100 dash: 1. Paige Patterson (DDC), 12.89.
20 0 :1 . Patterson (DDC), 26.31.
400:1. Taylor Timko (NDP), 59.33; 8. Brett 

Quick (LL), 1:08.53.
800:1. Sara Barron (NDP), 2:17.41; 2. 

Megan Vitale (LL), 2:18.63.
1,60.0:1. Barron (NDP), 4:59.73.
3,200:1. Kelsie Schwartz (WR), 11:35.47;

8. Emma McClory (LL), 13:01.9.
400 relay: 1. Divine Child (Katie Begin, 

Strasser, Amanda Polly, O’Leary), 51.49;
5. Ladywood (Pilar Furlong, Megan Roux, 
Mykela Hawkins, Allison Holland), 54.25; 800  
relay: 1. Divine Child (Mallory Myler, Strasser, 
Liz Mullen, Patterson), 1:46,86; 6. Ladywood 
(Stefans Dudek, Callan Tigani, Celia Haueter, 
Quick), 2:01.4; 1,600 relay: 1. Divine Child 
(Myler, Mullen, Strasser, Patterson), 4:09.38;
3. Ladywood (Furlong, Holland, Vitale, ' 
Wojnarowski), 4:13.17; 3,200 relay: 1. Marian 
(Elizabeth Lelli, Sarah Michalski, Rachel 
Michalski, Ashley Wile), 9:49.84; 5. Ladywood 
(Siobhan Aldridge, McClory, Meaghan 
Muicahy, Quick), 11:17.95.

KLAA ASSOCIATION 
TRACKS FIELD MEET

PREP TRACK RESULTS

May 24 at Novi H.S.
GIRLS TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Novi, 158 

points; 2. Waterford Mott, 89; 3. Livonia 
Churchill, 88; 4. Walled Lake Central, 83; 5. 
Howell, 80; 6. Pinckney, 59; 7. Canton, 52; 8. 
Westland John Glenn, 49.

FINAL EVENT RESULTS 
Shot put: 1. Andrea Gordon-McClain 

(WJG), 34 feet, 9.5 inches; 3. Mahagony 
Miller (LC), 33-1.5; 6. Chaneile Wright (WJG),
31-11.5:8. Megan Ling (LC), 21-1.5.
, Discus: 1. Katie Lusk (WLC), 110-10:5.

Emily Norscia (LC), 99-3; 7. Chaneile Wright 
(WJG), 94-5.

High jump: 1. Senclair McDonnell (LC),
5-6; 4. Ashley Cochran (LC), 5-0.

Long jump: 1. Chantel Edwards (WLC), 15- 
2.5:5. Leah Heinzelman (LC), 14-6.

100-meter hurdles: 1. Ally Goff (WM), 
15.13; 3. Kirsten Smith (WJG), 16.06; 5. Talour 
Phillips (WJG), 16.91; 7. Dayna Esper (LC), 17.2.

300 hurdles: 1, Kelly McCloskey (Novi), 
45.68; 4. Smith (WJG), 47.55; 6. Molly Jarvis 
(LC), 48.61; 8. Phillips (WJG), 50.44.

100 dash: 1. D'Mya Davis (Novi), 12.86; 5. 
Demi Crossman (LC), 13.31; 5. Rheana Allen 
(WJG), 13.32.

200:1. Jasmine Ward (Novi), 25.11; 3.
Allen (WJG), 27.58.

400:1. Natalie Nelson (Pinckney), 1:00.2;
3. Sydney Anderson (LC), 1:00.8.

800:1. Kayla Kavulich (Salem). 2:20.7; 7 . - ’ 
Kerigan Riley (LC), 2:30.4.

1,600:1. Jackie Mullins (Novi), 5:18.8; 3. 
Bethany Pilat (LC), 5:22.6.

3,200:1. Jenna McClellan (Howell), . 
12:00.7; 4. Megan McFarland (LC), 12:35.2; 6. 
Vivien Okechukwu (LC), 12:49.9.

400 relay: 1. Novi, 49.7; 2. Churchill,
51.09; 6. John Glenn, 53.6.

800 relay: 1. Walled Lake Central, 1:47.78;
6. John Glenn, 1:52.53; 8. Churchill, 1:56.52.

1,600 relay: 1, Salem, 4:09.18; 4.
Churchill, 4:17.35; 7. John Glenn, 4:29.28. •

3.200 relay: 1. Mott, 9:53.37; 2. Churchill, 
9:59.66.

BOYS TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Milford, 142 
points; 2. Walled Lake Central, 105; 3. Grand 
Blanc, 103; 4. Novi, 77; 5. Canton, 73; 6. 
Stevenson, 66; 7.Wailed Lake Northern, 52; 8. 
Livonia Franklin, 43.

FINAL EVENT RESULTS 
Shot put: 1. Jon Aneed (LS), 50 feet,

7 inches; 2. Adam Clay (LF), 50-2.5; Jay 
Woolfork (LF), 47-5.

Discus: 1. Cullen Prena (WLC), 156-0.
High jump: 1. Derek Cingel (Novi), 6-5. 
Long jump: 1. Nicholas Alaniva (Canton), 

20-7.5; 6. Jordan Bickham (LF), 18-10.5.
Pole vault: 1. Alaniva (Canton), 14-1; 8. 

Chadd Chisholm, 11-7.
110-meter hurdles: 1. Austin Reed (WLN), 

15.12; 7. Tom Brokaw (LF), 16.09; 8. Joe Mims 
(LS), 16.91.

300 hurdles: 1. Ben Spreitzer (Canton),
40.92..

100 dash: 1. Justice Hayes (GB), 11.33; 7. 
Ryan Hurt (LF), 11.63.

200:1. Ramon Alexander (WLC), 22.31; 2. 
Jay Woolfork (LF), 22.93.

400:1. Brandon Wallace (Milford), 51.12;
5. Zaid Shareef (LS),

800:1. Matt Williams (LF), 2:00.3.
1,600:1. Evan Smallman (Milford), 4:28.4. 
3,200:1. Cody Snavely (Milford), 9:51.5. 
400 relay: 1. Grand Blanc (Jamil Banks, 

Jalen Cureton, Damonta Madden-Warner, 
Hayes), 43.79; 6. Stevenson, 45.27; 8. 
Frnapn, 46.52.

800 relay: 1. Walled Lake Central,
1:30.53; 2. Franklin, 1:31.91; 3. Stevenson, 
1:32.66.

1,600 relay: 1. Milford, 3:29.38; 4. 
Stevenson, 3:37.14; 6. Franklin, 3:48.7.

3.200 relay: 1. Stevenson (Williams, Joe 
Urso, Shareef, Adam Chludzinski), 8:06.24; 6. 
Franklin, 8:40.54.

Hazel Park routs Clarenceville, 17-6
Kellie Hogan, M egan  

M cCuiien and Em m a M abins 
each collected three hits as 
Hazel Park rolled to a non
league girls softball w in last 
Tuesday over visiting Livonia 
Clarenceville, 17-6.

M obins had a pair of dou
bles and scored four runs (as 
did Hogan) for the victorious

PREP SOFTBALL

Vikings.
W inn ing pitcher Kam i 

Dozier gave up six runs on 
nine hits, three w alks and 
four h it batters. She struck 
four.

Losing pitcher Stephanie

Bishop (7-8) gave up 10 
earned runs on 16 hits and 
five walks in 5.1 innings as 
the Trojans lost their third  
straight and fell to 9-10 over
all.

Joanna Burling went 2-for-
4 w ith three R B I, while Jodi 
Ankiel also added two hits for 
Clarenceville.

ACADEMICS
FROM PAGE B1

this (fall) semester that, ‘Hey, 
it’s worth doing my home
work.’ It ’s worth putting forth 
the effort in the classroom to 
make sure I ’m  not on that list.”

Hammye said that fall 
sports athletes w ill be the first 
test case.

“The m inim um  check time 
was a 10-week m arking period
-  that’s now going to be done 
in  five weeks,” the Franklin  
A.D. said. “The ramifications 
obviously, once a kid was 
deemed eligible in the fall -  for 
example w ith all fall sports
-  it was after 10 weeks and it 
didn’t affect those kids. Now  
it does.

“It  was two E ’s and four D - 
minuses under the worst case 
scenario. A t the semester, if  a 
kid was failing three classes, 
they could do nothing, but 
now they have to be passing all 
their classes. O r if  they’re fail
ing one class, they have to have

a 2.0 in the other five classes. 
Things happen in  kids’ lives. 
We’re going to provide them  
one out and not discourage 
them from  taking advanced 
placement classes, or whatever 
the case may be. You get that 
one hiccup.”

The two Franklin adm in
istrators believe there w ill be 
an adjustment period with the 
new academic guidelines, but 
it w ill become beneficial in the 
longterm.

“I  think it’s very doable and 
kids can pass all their classes,” 
W illenborg said. “They just 
have to feel that urgency. They 
have to feel that importance 
and this is going to help them  
in  this direction. There may 
be some kids caught up in the 
m arking period, but hopefully 
by semester they’re alright.” 

Card m arkings and semester 
grades w ill be reviewed by the 
athletic director on the fifth  
Friday. Ineligible students 
may practice w ith their team, 
but are not to compete during 
scrimmages, games, or other

events and contests.
“I f  a youngster is deemed 

ineligible, that person w ill 
still be able to play that (fifth) 
Friday night,” Hammye said; 
“However, they w ill start the 
following Monday and won’t 
be permitted to play the next 
Friday night. Everything starts 
with the fell (2011) teams.

“Coaches have been sup
portive. Teachers have been 
supportive. Teachers have 
cooperated in  the past and 
they understand.”

W illenborg, meanwhile, 
hopes all student-athletes w ill 
take notice.

“It’s going to be a change for 
some kids,” he said, “but there 
has to be more of an effort on 
the academic end.

“We wanted to set a tone 
that academics come first and 
is the priority. That’s what 
we want to emphasize with 
our kids is that you have to be 
passing your classes in  order to 
participate.”

bemons@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6851
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THE WEEK AHEAD

PREP BASEBALL
Tuesday, May 31

John Glenn at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m. 
Parkway at Luth. Westland, 4:30 p.m.

DISTRICT TOURNEY DRAWS 
DIVISION 1 

a t  UVO NIA  FRANKLIN 
S aturday , June 4 : Garden City vs. Redford 

Union, 10 a.m.: Livonia Franklin vs. Redford 
Thurston, noon: cham pionship final: 2 p.m. 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals 
Saturday, June 11 a t University of Detroit Jesuit vs. 
U-D Jesuit district champion.)

a t  LIVONIA STEVENSON 
Tuesday, May 31: (A) Livonia Churchill vs. (B) 

Canton, 4  p.m.
S aturday , June 4 :  Salem vs. A-B winner,

10 a.m.; Livonia Stevenson vs. Plymouth, noon; 
cham pionship fin a l: 2 p.m. (Winner advances to 
the regional semifinals Saturday, June 11 at Novi 
vs. Birmingham Groves district champion.) 

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN 
Tuesday, May 31: (A) Wayne Memorial vs. (B) 

Dearborn Heights Crestwood, 4  p.m.
Friday, June 3: Romulus vs. A-B winner, 11 

a.m.; Westland John Glenn vs. Inkster, 1 p.m.; 
cham pionship fin a l: 3 p.m. (Winner advances to 
the regional semifinals Saturday, June 11 at Saline 
vs. Brownstown-Woodhaven district champion.) 

DIVISION 2 
a t  MADONNA UNIV. (H itch  B allpark) 

Saturday, Ju ne  4 : Dearborn Heights 
Robichaud vs. Dearborn Divine Child, 10 a.m; ■ 
Livonia Clarenceville vs. South Lyon East,
12:30 p.m.; cham pionship fin a l: 3 p.m. (Winner 
advances to the regional semifinals Saturday, 
Junq.11 a t Madonna University's Hitch Ballpark vs. 
Warren Fitzgerald district champion.)

DIVISION 4  
a t  PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN  

S aturday, June 4 : (A) Westland Huron 
Valley vs. Plymouth Christian Academy, noon; 
cham pionship final: Lutheran High Westland vs. 
A-B winner, 2 p.m.

GIRLS SOFTBALL
Tuesday, May 31

Thurston at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday, June 1 

Waterford Mot! at Stevenson, 4 p.m.
(Suspended C atholic League A-B f in a l)  

Ladywood vs.-Farm. Hills Mercy 
at Univ. of Detroit Mercy, 4 p.m.

Thursday, June 2  
Clarenceville at A.A. Greenhiils, 4:30 p.m.

DISTRICT TOURNEY DRAWS 
DIVISION 1 

a t  LIVONIA FRANKLIN 
Saturday , June 4 : Livonia Franklin vs.

■Redford Thurston, 10 a.m.; Oarden City vs. Redford 
Union, noon; cham pionship fin a l: 2 p.m. (Winner 
advances to the regional semifinals Saturday,
June 11 at Grosse Pointe Woods University- 
Liggett vs. Marine City Cardinal Mooney district 
champion.)

a t  LIVONIA STEVENSON
Tuesday, May 31: (A) Canton vs. (B) Livonia 

Churchill, 4 p.m.
Saturday , June 4 : Livonia Stevenson vs. 

Plymouth, 10 a.m.; Salem vs. A-B winner, noon; 
cham pionship fin a l: 2 p.m. (Winner advances to 
the regional semifinals Saturday, June 11 at Novi 
vs. Birmingham Groves district champion.) 

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN 
Tuesday, May 31: (A) Wayne Memorial vs. (B) 

Dearborn Heights Crestwood, 4 p.m.
Friday, June 3 : Romulus vs. A-B winner, 11 

a.m.; Westland John Glenn vs. Inkster, 1 p.m.; 
cham pionship fin a l: 3 p.m. (Winner advances to 
the regional semifinals Saturday, June 11 a Saline 
vs. Brownstown-Woodhaven district champion.) 

DIVISION 2 
a t  LIVONIA LADYWOOD 

Tuesday, M ay 31: Dearborn Heights vs. 
Dearborn Divine Child, 4 p.m.

S aturday, June 4 :  Livonia Clarenceville vs. 
South Lyon East, 10 a.m.; Livonia Ladywood vs.
A-B winner, 12:30 a.m.; cham pionship fin a l: 3 
p.m. (Winner advances to the regional semifinals 
Saturday, June 11 a t Livonia Ladywood vs. Warren 
Fitzgerald district champion.)

DIVISION 4  
a t  PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN 

Saturday , June 4 : (A) Westland Huron 
Valley vs. Plymouth Christian Academy, noon; 
cham pionship final: Lutheran High Westlaijd 
vs. A-B sinner, 2 p.m. (Winner advances to the

regional semifinals Saturday, June 11 at Grosse 
Pointe Woods University-Liggett vs. Marine City 
Cardinal Mooney district champion.)

GIRLS SOCCER 
DISTRICT TOURNEY DRAWS

DIVISION 1 
CANTON-SALEM-CEP (H o st) 

Tuesday, May 31:.(A) Livonia Franklin at (B) 
Plymouth, 5  p.m.; (C) Canton vs. (0 ) Salem, 7 p.m.; 
(E) Northville at (F) Garden City, 6 p.m.; (G) Livonia 
Churchill at (H) Livonia Stevenson,.7 p.m.

Thursday, June 2 : A-B winner vs. C-D winner,
5 p.m.; C-D winner vs. E-F winner, 7 p.m (both at 
Canton-Salem-CEP).

Saturday , June 4 : Championship final, noon. 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals, 5 
p.m. Wednesday, June 8 a t Dearborn Edsel Ford vs. 
Dearborn district champion.)

ANN ARBOR PIONEER (H o st) 
Tuesday, M ay 31: (A) Wayne Memorial at (B) 

Ann Arbor Skyline, 7 p.m.; (C) Westiand John Glenn 
vs. (0) Taylor Truman, 5:30 p.m.; (E) Ann Arbor 
Pioneer at (F) Ann Arbor Huron, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 1: A-B winner vs. C-D winner, 
5:30 p.m.; Taylor Kennedy vs. E-F winner, 7 p.m. 
(both at Pioneer).

Saturday , Ju ne  4 : Championship final, 2 p.m, 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals, 7 
p.m. Wednesday, June 8 at Dearborn Edsel Ford vs. 
Brownstown-Woodhaven district champion.)

DIVISION 2 
SOUTH LYON (H o st)

Tuesday, May 31: (A) Uvonia Ladywood a t (B) 
South Lyon East, 6  p.m.; (C) Redford Union at (D) 
South Lyon, 6 p.m.; (E) Redford Thurston at (F) 
Dearborn Divine Child, 6 p.m.

Thursday, June 2 : A-B winner vs. C-D winner,
5 p.m; Detroit Renaissance vs. E-F winner, 7 p.m. 
(both at South Lyon).

Saturday , June 4 :  Championship tinal, 2 p.m. 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals,
5 p.m. Wednesday, June 8 at Chelsea vs. East 
Lansing district champion.)

DIVISION 3 
BEVERLY HILLS 

DETROIT COUNTRY DAY (H o st) 
Tuesday, May 31: (A) Madison Heights Bishop 

Foley at (B) Clawson’(City Park), 6  p.m.; (C) Detroit 
Cesar Chavez at (D) Harper Woods, 5 p.m. (E) 
Detroit University Prep at (F) Pontiac Notre Dame 
Prep, 7 p.m.; (G) Livonia Clarenceville vs.(H ) 
Beverly Hills-Detroit Country Day, 7 p.m.

Thursday, June 2 : E-F winner vs. G-H winner, 5 
p.m.; A-B winner vs. C-D winner, 7 p.m.

Saturday , June 4 :  Championship final, 1 p.m. 
(Winner advances to the regional semifinals, 5 
p.m. Tuesday, June 7 a t Pontiac Notre Dame Prep 
vs. Grosse lie district champion.)

DIVISION 4  
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN (H o st) 

Tuesday, May 31: (A) Ann Arbor Greenhiils at 
(B) Taylor Baptist Park, 4:30 p.m.

Friday, June 3 : Ann Arbor Rudolf Steiner 
vs. A-B winner, 3 p.m.; Lutheran High Westland 
vs. Plymouth Christian, 5 p.m. (both a t Plymouth 
Christian). . '

Saturday , June 4 : Championship final, 2 p.m. 
(Winner advances.to the regional semifinals, 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, June 7 at Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard 
vs. Grosse Pointe Woods University-Liggett 
district champion.)

BOYS S  GIRLS TRACK & FIELD 
Saturday , June 4  

(MHSAA s ta te  finals)
Division 1 a t Rockford, 10 a.m.

Div. 2 G.R. Houseman Field, 10 a.m. 
Division 3 at Comstock Park, 10 a.m. 

Division 4 at Jenison, 10 a.m.
BOYS GOLF 

Tuesday, May 31 
. Kensington Conference Tourney 

at Pheasant RunG.C.,8a.m . 
Thursday, June 2 

(MHSAA D is tr ic t  Tournam ents)
Div. 1 at Whispering Willows, 8:30 a.m.

Div. 1 at Huron Meadows, TBA.
Div. 1 at West Shore (Grosse He), TBA. 

GIRLS TENNIS 
(MHSAA s ta te  finals) 

Friday-Saturd ay, June 3 -4  
Division! at Midland, 10a.m ,'

GIRLS LACROSSE 
(MHSAA Regional S em ifinals) 

Ladywood a t A.A. Skyline, 7:15 p.m.
TBA -  time to be announced.

Schoolcraft College women's basketball coach Karen Lafata stepped down after 
13 seasons to take an assistant coaching position at Wayne State University.

LAFATA
FROM PAGE B!

“The Schoolcraft college 
com m unity recognizes the 
outstanding women’s basket
ball coaching career o f Karen  
Lafata, whose numbers 
reflect her loyalty and dedi
cation to the college and the 
student-athletes she served,” 
Fox said. “Karen epitomizes 
the very best o f what col
lege educators provide on 
a daily basis, that balance 
of academics and athletics. 
We w ish her the very best at 
Wayne State University.”

The 39-year-old Brathwaite

_____

Conference champions
The Oakland Community College women's softball team is the Michigan Community College Athletic Assocation Eastern Conference champion. The 
Raiders are coached by Jamie Seaman and finished with a 17-5 record. The team members are (front, left to right) Kayla Provo, Macomb Dakota; 
Mareec 'Mo' Jordan, Macomb Dakota; (kneeling) Kateiyn Shattleroe, Garden City; Kim Toth, Farmington; Angel Biernacki, Utica Eisenhower; Marissa 
Masakowski, Sterling Heights Stevenson; Chelsea Freeland, North Branch; (third row) Shantel Uballe, Clarksion; Vanessa Bayley, Ortonville Brandon; 
Kallie Desjarlais, Windsor Villanova; Chelsea Roggenbuck, Harrison Township L'Anse Creuse; (fourth row) Alexis Mullard, Westland John Glenn; Lori 
Tennis, Holly; Jessica Sherman, Ortonville Brandon; Hailee Johnson, Westland (Ohio); Katrina Vandenboom, Bay City Central; Samantha Antoinie, 
Madison Heights Lamphere; and Kelcie Drenth, Ellsworth.

The big picture
Potential Whalers get taste of OHL in orientation

RENALAVERTY

played two years o f bas
ketball at M oraine Valley 
Com m unity College (111.) and 
did h is undergraduate work 
at Chicago State University. 
He coached at O ur Lady  
of Angels in Chicago and 
Detroit O ld Redford Academ y 
in  Detroit.

Brathwaite is a former 
Detroit police officer who 
currently resides in  Detroit.

“I ’m really happy and it 
w ill be a smooth transition,” 
Lafata said. “The kids love 
him. I  feel good about that 
and he’s a b ig part o f our suc
cess the last four years. They 
should keep rolling.”
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BY TIM SMITH

. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Teenagers haven’t changed 
too much over the past three 
decades. But it is safe to say 
quite a bit about society and 
the Ontario Hockey League 
has since Craig W olanin  
played for Kitchener in  1984- 
85.

That’s one reason the 43- 
year-old former N H L  defense- 
man is thril led that h is son^ 
Christian —  a 2011 draft pick 
of the Plymouth W halers
—  had the opportunity to get a 
two-day primer at Compuware 
Arena.

Craig Wolanin, watching 
his son scrimmage from  above 
the blue seats at one end of 
Compuware, said the W halers 
rookie orientation was a “ter
rific” idea.

“It  exposes the kids to what 
m ight be. And  (W halers G M - 
coach) M ike Vellucci does 
a real good job of painting 
a clear picture of what the 
options are for these kids and 
what the W haler organization 
has to offer.”

The younger Wolanin, a 
16-year-old left w ing from  
Rochester who played last 
season with the Detroit Little 
Caesars U-16 team, was one of
11 players recently drafted by 
Plymouth to take part in the 
rookie orientation.

(O f course, No. 1 pick 
Mitchell Dempsey was on 
hand, as was second pick 
Matthew Mistele. Both are 
wingers.)

There also were others 
drafted in 2009 or ‘10 and a 
handful of free agents. Helping 
coach the Blue and W hite 
teams in scrimmages were 
former W halers such as Ryan 
Hayes and Tyler Brown; two 
players from  the 2010-11 team  
(goalie M att Mahalak, defen- 
seman M ax Iafrate of Livonia) 
also skated.

WHAT TO EXPECT
One of Christian W olanin’s 

teammates on the W hite Team  
was another left w ing just

Recent Plymouth Whalers draft pick Christian Wolanin, wearing orange 
hockey pants from his Detroit Little Caesars U-16 team, skated during last 
weekend's rookie orientation at Compuware Arena.

drafted by the Whalers, 16- 
year-old Danny Vanderweil of 
Island Lake, Illinois.
. “It’s a pretty good experi
ence, it’s nice out here to 
kind of get a feel for what it’s 
like, the facilities, the rink,” 
Vanderweil said. “Just go out 
there and play.”

Vanderweil, a self-described 
“grinder” from the Team  
Illino is U-16 squad, added that 
the on-ice part o f the orienta
tion was “maybe a little bit dif
ferent” from what he expected.

But after talking to M ahalak  
and another 2010-11 Whaler, 
Tom W ilson (who participated 
in  the 2010 orientation) he felt 
more at ease about being able 
to handle the frenetic O H L  
pace.

“It’s kind of a big transition 
from M inor M idget to play

ing in the O H L,” Vanderweil 
said. “But they said that after a 
while you get the hang of it and 
(that) it’s a good fit.”

Another aspect of the orien
tation was finding out that life 
in the O H L  goes fer beyond 
what transpires on the 200-by- 
85 ice sheet.

“Right now I ’m heading 
upstairs to have a meeting 
with the coaching staff,” he 
said. “Then it’s dinner and 
back to the hotel to get some 
rest for the game tomorrow  
(Sunday).”

W olanirfand Vanderweil 
and the other youngsters also 
took a field trip to Plymouth- 
Canton Educational Park, 
which is where W halers play
ers go to high school.

That was another plus as 
far as Craig W olanin was con

cerned.
“W hat they’re trying to do is 

just expose them to the Whaler 
organization, orient them to 
what is demanded of these kids 
m oving forward,” he stressed. 
“And not only on the ice, (it’s) 
the expectations of getting 
in the weight room ,... accli
m ating themselves to a new 
situation. Understanding that 
school is still important.”

NOT JUST YET
But Christian and Danny 

undoubtedly w ill have to tuck 
away the experience for future 
reference.

According to Craig Wolanin, 
a M ichigan native himself, 
Christian w ill stay another 
year at home, playing for Little 
Caesars M idget Majors (ages 
16-18).

“We’re fam ily first, he just 
turned 16,” the ex-New Jersey 
Devils blueliner said. “There’s a 
lot o f stuff that (still) needs to 
take place at home.”

W olanin stressed that being 
drafted and invited to the ori
entation does not guarantee 
ever playing for the Whalers.

“A  kid is drafted by the 
Whalers, all that means is the 
W halers retain his rights,” he 
added. “They see something in  
that kid, potential that m ight 
evolve into something.

“Drafts are potential. Now  
it’s up to the kid, ‘Do I  want to 
realize that potential?”’

Taking some mental notes 
on the newest crop of future 
players was season ticket 
holder and billet host Steve 
Kowalkoski of Plymouth.

Kowalkoski hosted Rickard 
Rakell last season, and in pre
vious seasons was Hayes’ billet.

“We’ve come here for the 
last five or six years to watch 
this,” Kowalkoski said. “It  gives 
them an idea what it’s like to 
play in the Ontario Hockey 
League.

“It’s different than play
ing M idget Majors or M idget 
Minors, so it’s a good orienta
tion for them.”
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C f W u M H i i  a i m i M l
r W v  ~  C O M P L IM E N T A R Y  P R O P O S A L S , 0 %  I n t e r e s t  u p  t o  4  Y e a rs  w i t h  A p p r o v e d  C r e d i t ,  O v e r  7 0  T h ic k s  f o r  F a s t  S e r v ic e

West: • NortIi WoodwAnd: l « i J J U J f l l  • East: i i U M J I l i  • Detroit: • Downriver:

I j - J !  i t w j j  Fur :juimiwrl
S A L E S  • SE R V IC E  • R E P A IR

We Sell, install, Service & Repair 
All Brands & Models!
Quality Products, Dependable, |J |
Fast Service You Can Trust!

K f i w  m t s  J i  m u n

S A L E S *  S E R V IC E *  R E P A IR

Honest, Quality Service 
with Reliable Products 
at a Fair Price

flnuliyAifonlubfo for Bmjum
« U S  • INSTALLATIO N  • S E R V IC E

• Natural Gas Powered
• Fully Automatic 
•Whole House
• Stand By

m s m s tiL  m m m

Llkhiijmi i l l . <11 u burnt 
SJtoiur sksiilehm
Service Upgrades, Outlets and Switches Added, 
Circuit Breakers, Ground Fault Interrupters,
Ceiling Fans, Light Fixtures, Stove Hoods,
Garages, Pools, Hot Tubs, Violations Corrected, 
Appliances and Security Lighting

i
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Knowledge, Experience, Dedication
T h e  O b s e r v e r  T e a m  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  c o v e r i n g  y o u t h ,  

p r e p  a n d  l o c a l  c o l l e g e  s p o r t s  t e a m s .  O u r  t e a m  is  d e d i c a t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  

w h a t  l o c a l  r e a d e r s  e x p e c t  -  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u t s t a n d i n g  s t u d e n t s  

a t h l e t e s  w h o  c o m p e t e  in  o u r  h o m e t o w n s  a n d  a i m  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  

c a n  b e  in  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  o n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o n  t h e  c o u r t  o r  in  t h e  p o o l .

I
Beat: Farmington/Farmington Hills 
youth/prep sports

Experience: Has covered sports in the 
Farmington community for the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers for more than 23 
years and, for seven years, worked the 
same beat in Plymouth-Canton. Before 
joining the Observer, Dan worked for three 
daily newspapers - the Big Rapids Pioneer, 
The Daily News in Greenville and the 
Ypsilanti Press - from 1979 until early 1987.

Education: Graduate East Detroit High 
School; B.A. Journalism (minored in history 
and english) Central Michigan University in 
1978.

Awards: Honored for sports writing, 
sports column writing and best sports 
sections by the Michigan Press Association 
and Suburban Newspapers of America.

Personal: Lives in Westland. Attends 
annual homecoming reunions with former 
'Shamrocks' from EDHS and enjoys covering 
the gridiron sport

in his own words:

"I enjoy reporting and 
making the Observer the 
go-to source for sports 
information, especially 
when covering big games 
and events of heightened 
interest in the commu
nity."

Beat: Redford, Garden City 
youth/prep/recreation sports

Experience: Worked as the sports editor 
for the Marshall (Mich.) Chronicle and 
Dearborn Heights Leader before accepting 
position as a publications manager for 
Midwest Publishing, Inc. Worked at Midwest 
Publishing, Inc. for 16 years before getting 
laid off in 2004 due to economy-based 
down-sizing.

Worked as free-lance writer for Observer 
from 1999-2002; worked as sports editor of 
Plymouth and Canton Observers from 
2004-09. Developed and operated 
PlymouthCantonSports.com from August 
2009 to February 2011.

Education: B.A. in journalism from 
Central Michigan University.

Awards: Many state and national writing 
awards for sports coverage, sports writing, 
column writing and sports features from 
the Michigan Press Association and the 
Suburban Newspapers of America.

Personal: Married to Laura (25th 
wedding anniversary in August 2011); three 
kids: Erik, 21; Brandon, 17; Ben, 10. Erik is a 
redshirt sophomore pitcher for Madonna 
baseball team, majoring in marketing and 
sport management; Brandon is a student at 
Cooke School in Northville; Ben is a 
fourth-grader at Tonda Elementary in 
Canton. The Wright family lives in Canton.

in his own words:

"Here is why I love covering 
high school sports: There are 
no lockouts, no holdouts, no 
taking plays off, no guaran
teed contracts and no 
practice boycotts. It's 
refreshing being able to write 
about athletes who play for 
their school, their team
mates, their coaches and 
their love for the games."

Beat: Livonia, Westland youth/prep sports, 
Madonna University, Schoolcraft College.

Experience: Joined the Observer & 
eccentric Newspapers in December 1977 
and has covered the Livonia, Westland, 
Redford, Canton, Plymouth and Garden City 
sports beat for nearly three decades.

Education: Livonia Franklin High School 
grad where he played high school 
basketball on the patriot's first district 
championship team B.A. journalism, 
Franklin College, Franklin, Ind.

Awards: Catholic League Hall of Fame
(1996)

, Basketball Coaches Association of Michigan 
Hall of Honor (2008)'
OSE Journalist of the Year (1996)
College Tennis MVP, Franklin College 1977 
Michigan Interscholastic Track Coaches 
Association Finish Line Award (2003) 
Honored for sports column writing by the 
Michigan Press Association

Personal: Lives in Plymouth and is an 
active distance runner with two local clubs 
(Northville and Downriver). He averages 
30-35 miles per week.

in his own words:

"Covering community 
sports is rewarding 
because it's remains the 
last bastion of amateur 
sports. The athletes and 
schools remain apprecia
tive of the coverage."

Beat: Plymouth and Canton youth/prep 
and Plymouth Whalers of the OHL.

Experience: Joined the O&E in 1986, as 
a news reporter for the Southfield 
Eccentric. He also covered news beats in 
West Bloomfield/Lakes (1991 - 97') and 
Farmington (1997-2001).

Joined the sports staff in 2001, covering 
the Redford - Garden City communities, 
Madonna University and Schoolcraft 
College.

Education: Graduate of Livonia 
Clarenceville High School, B.A. Mass 
Communication Wayne State University.

Awards: Finalist for Society of 
Professional Journalist's (Detroit Chapter) 
Journalist of the Year Award in 1996, OSE 
Journalist of the Year 1998. Writing, 
reporting awards from the Michigan Press 
Association and Suburban Newspapers of 
America.

Personal: Lives in Livonia with wife 
Donna and 16 year-old daughter Elizabeth. 
He is the author of "Miracle Birth Stories of 
Very Premature Babies—Little Thumbs Up!" 
(1999). Is a longtime recreational ice hockey 
goalie.

In his own words:

"I cover teams from 
year-to-year, all season 
long. You almost feel part 
of the teams yourself and 
can't help silently cheer
ing when an athlete or 
team does something 
incredible.
Another plus: When moms 
and dads thank us for what 
we do, chronicling the 
efforts of their sons or 
daughters in a way they 
can't get anywhere else."
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SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS SPORTS SHORTS

Stevenson boys hoops
The Livonia Stevenson boys basket

ball camp (incoming grades 4-9) will 
be from 9 a.m. until noon, Monday 
through Thursday, June 20-24, at the 
high school fieldhouse.

The fee is $80  (includes T-shirt if  
registered by May 18). The cost is $75 
(with no shirt through the first day of 
camp).

For more information, e-mail 
Stevenson coach Mike Allie 
MichaelAllie@yahoo.com; or call 
(248) 939-2692.

Skyshark pole vault
The 2011 Livonia Pole Vault camp, 

hosted by Skyshark Athletics, will 
be from 3:30-6:30 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays, June 13 through 
Aug. 10, at the Churchill High 
School track, 8900  Newburgh Road, 
Livonia.

The cost is $160 (includes T-shirt).
For more information, call 

Churchill pole vault and jumps coach 
Vem W illiams at (734) 732-0840; 
or e-mail skysharkathletics@yahoo. 
com.

Madonna boys hoops
Madonna University and the City 

o f Livonia Department o f Parks and 
Recreation will run a summer boys 
basketball camp (ages 8-i5) from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m., Wednesday through 
Sunday, July 20-24, at the Livonia 
Community Recreation Center’s main 
gym.

The cost is $200 (resident) or $210 
(non-resident). Participants should 
bring water and a lunch.

Registration forms are available 
online at www.ci.livonia.mi.us.

For more information, call (734) 
466-2900.

Churchill volleyball
The Livonia Churchill volleyball 

skills camp will be from 8:15-10:45 
a.m. (entering grades 10-12) and 11 
a.m.-l:30 p.m. (entering grades 7-9), 
Monday through Friday, June 20-24, 
and Monday-Ihesday, June 27-28, at 
the high school.

The fee is $89 (if registered by June 
1) or $99 (late fee).

For more information, e-mail coach 
Mark Grenier at mgrenier@livonia- 
publicschools.org; or call (734) 355- 
8138.

Churchill baseball
Livonia Churchill will stage a base

ball camp for boys ages 7 (before Sept. 
1) through 14 from 9 a.m. until noon, 
Monday through Wednesday, June
20-22, at the high school field.

The cost is $55 (includes T-shirt 
i f  registered by June l) or $55 (after 
June 1).

For more information, e-mail Ron 
Targosz at rtargosz@livoniapublic- 
schools.org; or call the Churchill var
sity coach at (734) 542-6844 (home) 
or (734) 502-4419 (cell).

Churchill softball
The Livonia Churchill Chargers 

summer girls softball camp (entering 
grades 3-8) will be from 9 a.m. until 
noon, Monday through Wednesday, 
June 20-22, at the high school field- 
house.-

The cost is $75 (if registered by June
1) or $80 (late fee).

For more information, e-mail 
Churchill coach Steve Gentilia at steb- 
bie@woway.com; or call (734) 776- 
1716.

Stevenson volleyball
The Livonia Stevenson volleyball 

camp will be from 9-11 a.m. (incom
ing grades 7-8) and from 11 a.m.-l 
p.m. (incoming grades 9-1), Monday 
through Friday, June 20-24, at the 
high school competition gym.

The $60  fee includes a T-shirt ($50 
with no shirt after June 1).

For more information, e-mail 
Stevenson coach Kelly Graham at 
kgraham@livoniapublicschools.org.

Future Stars baseball
The Future Stars summer baseball 

camp for boys and girls in  current 
grades 2-8 w ill be 9 a.m. until noon, 
Monday through Thursday, June 27- 
30, at Livonia Franklin High School, 
31000 Joy Road.

The cost is $60 and you m ust be 
registered by June 24.

For more information, call 
Franklin varsity baseball coach Matt 
Fournier at (734) 9 68-0499  or e-mail 
mfournie2@livoniapubhcschools.org.

Churchill boys hoops
The Livonia Churchill 2011 boys 

summer basketball camp (incoming 
grades 5-8) w ill be from 9 a.m. until 
noon, Monday through Thursday, 
June 20-23, at the high school.

The cost is, $45 (includes T-shirt if  
registered by June 5).

For more information, e-m ail Jim  
Solak at solakj@taylor.kl2.mi.us; or 
call the Churchill athletic office at 
(734) 744-2650, Ext. 46194.

Churchill girls hoop
The Livonia Churchill Lady 

Chargers summer basketball camp 
(entering grades 5-10) will be from
9 a.m. until noon, Monday through 
Thursday, July 11-14, at the high 
school.

The fee is $50 (includes T-shirt if  
registered by June 17); or $60  (late 
fee).

For more information, e-mail 
varsity coach Kevin Etue at ketue@  
livoniapublicschools.org; or call (248) 
914-0844.

Youth Tennis Skills
The City of Livonia Department 

o f Parks and Recreation w ill stage a 
three-week tennis skills camp (ages 
9-12) from 9:30-10:30 a.m., Monday 
through Thursday, June 2 0 -23 ,27 -  
29; and Tuesday through Thursday, 
July 5-7, at Bicentennial Park courts,

located a Seven M ile and Wayne 
roads.

Registration is underway at the 
Parks and Recreation office, located 
at 15100 Hubbatd (at Five Mile 
Road).

The cost is $115 (resident) or $125 
(non-resident).

For more information, call (734) 
466-2410.

Total Baseball
Total Baseball, 30990  Wixom  

Road, Wixom, will stage a baseball 
fundamentals (Monday-Thursday, 
June 20-23) and train and play 
(Monday-Thursday, June 27-30) for 
ages 6-14.

The camps will run from 8:30-3:30  
p.m. *

The cost is $150 per player ($50; 
sibling discount). Lunch specials and 
after-care are also available.

To register online, visit www.total- 
sportscomplex.com.

For more information, call (2 4 8 - ; 
668-0166; or e-mail aaronk@total- 
sportscomplex.com.

Franklin boys hoops
The 2011 Livonia Franklin United 

We Play boys basketball camp 
(incoming grades 4-9) w ill be from
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, July 11-13, at the high 
school.

Pre-registration cost (by June 30) 
is $65 (includes T-shirt and ball). 
Walk-up registration is $75.

For more information, e-mail 
franklinbball@gmail.com.

Madonna volleyball
Madonna University women’s vol

leyball coach Jerry Abraham will 
stage the following summer volleyball 
camps including:

Advanced (elite) and General All- 
Skills, Monday through Thursday, 
June 27-30; Setters and Youth,. 
Tuesday through Friday, July 5-8; 
Hitters and Defensive, Monday 

, through Thursday, July 11-14.
For more information, call 

Abraham at (734) 432-5612 (office)' 
Or (734) 254-0698  (evenings). You 
can also e-m ail jabraham 2l6l80m i@  
comast.net.

For additional information, visit 
www.madonnacrusaders.com.

Franklin junior hoops
The Livonia Franklin junior boys 

and girls basketball camp (incoming 
grades 1-3) w ill be from 9-10:30 a.m., 
Monday through Thursday, July 11-3, 
at the high school.

Pre-registration cost (by June 30) 
is $50 (includes T-shirt and ball). 
Walk-up registration is $60.

For more information^ e-mail 
franklinbball@gmail.com.

Churchill boys hockey
The Livonia Churchill summer 

hockey camp will stage 10 skates 
from 8-9:20 a.m. Monday through

Friday, July 11-15; Monday through 
Wednesday, July 18-20; and 3-4:20  
p.m. Monday-Tliesday, July 18-19 -  all 
at Livonia’s Edgar Arena.

The cost is $175 and all checks 
should be made payable to Churchill 
High School.

For more information, call 
Churchill coach Pete Mazzoni at (248) 
345-6584; or e-mail Pmazzoni@livo- 
niapublicschools.org.

Hoop Skills Academy
Coach Paul Tripp will stage his 

eighth annual Basketball Academy 
Skills camps, Monday through 
Thursday, July 11-14 (boys) and July
18-21 (girls) at St. M el’s in  Dearborn 
Heights.

The registration fee is $95 ($10 dis
count if  registered by May 30).

For more information, call (248) 
563-0858. You can obtain a registra
tion form via e-mail at basketbal- 
lacademy@hotmail.com.

Churchill football skills
The Livonia Churchill High 2011 

football skills camp (entering grades
9-12) w ill be from 9 a.m. until noon, 
Monday through Thursday, July 25- 
28, at the high school.

The cost is $60.
For more information, e-mail 

coach John Filiatraut at jiliatr2@ 
livoniapublicschools.org; or call (313) 
680-8915.

Football youth skills
The Livonia Churchill youth foot

ball skills camp (entering grades 3-8) 
w ill be from 6-8:30 p.m., Tuesday 
through Thursday, July 26-28, at the 
high school.

The cost is $40.
For more information, e-mail 

coach John Filiatraut at jiliatr2 @ 
livoniapublicschoals.org; or call (313) 
680-8915.

Churchill gymnastics
The Livonia Churchill gymnastics 

camp for girls ages 11-and-up will 
be from 6-8 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, Aug. 8-12, at the high school.

The fee is $79.
For more information, e-m ail camp 

director and Churchill coach Kelly 
Grodzicki at kgrodzic@gmail.com; 
or Sara Wilchowski at sarahwichows- 
ki@ gniail.com.

Madonna girls softball
Madonna University and the City 

o f Livonia Department ofParks and 
Recreation will run a summer girls 
softball camp (ages 8-15) from 9 a.m. 
until 3 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
Aug. 15-19 at Livonia’s Bicentennial 
Park (Diamond No. 3).

The cost is $200 (resident) or $210 
(non-resident). Participants should 
bring water and a lunch.

Registration forms are available 
online at www.ci.livonia.mi.us.

For more information, call (734) 
466-2900.

WYAA Colt baseball
Baseball registration for the 

Westland Youth Athletic Association 
Colt baseball will be 7-9 p.m. 
Wednesdays and from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturdays at the Lange Compound 
Building, 6050 Farmington Road 
(north ofFord Road and west of 
Venoy).

Any player 15-16 years-old (by April 
30) is eligible to play. The season starts 
the first week in June.

For more information, call (734) 
421-0640 during normal business 
hours (or leave a message) or visit 
www.wyaa.org.

RU soccer alumni match
Redford Union High School soccer 

alumni (1989-2010) will m eet at 6:30 
p.m. Friday, June 3 at Hilbert Middle 
School’s Kraft Field, 26440 Puritan) 
for a game that w ill pit Team ‘90s  
against Team 2k+ to raise funds for 
RU student-athletes.

Concessions and a 50-50  raffle 
will be available. There will also be 
a halftime show featuring a major
ette performance and game between 
youth players from the Redford 
Soccer Club.

General admission is $4  (adults) , 
and $2 (seniors, college and high 
school students with a school ID). 
There is also a $6 fee for families 
with at least one parent and one 
child present.

For more information, visit www. 
alumnifaceoff.com.

C'ville girls 
boot Lathrup
Sophomore Ashley Murphy 

scored a goal and added an assist as 
host Livonia Clarenceville sloshed 
through a 3 -0  girls soccer victory 
Thursday over Southfield-Lathrup.

Mary Zhen and Sadie Zachos also 
tallied goals for the Trojans, who 
improved to 7-11 overall.

Other assists went to Megan . 
Strachan and Kayla Zawol.

Jenny Cruz also helped spark the 
defense in the shutout.

BOYS SOLF RESULTS

DUAL MATCH RESULTS 

LIVONIA CHURCHILL 165 
CANTON 174

May 26 at Whispering Willows 
Churchill scorers: Ben Proben, 37 (medalist); 

Andrew loanou, 41; Cory-Dare, 42; Evan Fargo, 45; 
Zach Colosimo, 47; Alex Estes, 51.

Canton scorers: Alex Champagne, 42; Josh 
Maxam, 43; Brent Perry, 44; Marty Peck, 45; Frank 
Parzynski and Justin Legel, 46 each.

Dual match records: Churchiii, 8-1 overall, 8-1 
KLAA South Division; Canton, 2-7 overall, 2-7 KLAA 
South.

Help Wanted-General

Actor* Waited, Auditions
June 4th & 5th 1pm-4pm 

Check details at 
www.actorsloft.com Questions 

call 248-850-8592 or e-mail 
to actorsloft@gmail.com

APPOINTMENT SETTER
Ideal for anyone who can't get 
out to work. Work from home 

PT, schedule pick-ups for 
Purple Heart, call 9-5, M-F. 
734-728-4572 or email: 
pltoneworkinfo@aol.com

IS y o u ’re  
lo o k in g  fo r  a 
great way to 

spend th e  
day....

To place your a i here contact m at 
camerBgihometomllfe.com

m  m il 1 -d(XM579-7355

1ECI OUT THESE EXCITING CIREillffoRTIIilTiSi For mm iSr® Bfprtaiitiii m  mt “a*art winntaQ” classified fiction!
Help Wanted-Genera

AUTO
One of the nation's largest 
Ford dealers is hiring for 
multiple positions:

•Porter 
•Technology Specialist 

•Salesperson 
•Technician 

PORTER duties include, 
but are not limited to, driv- 

gassing and detailing 
icles

TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST
duties include, but are not 
limited to, demonstrating 
and assisting customers in 
setting up SYNC,

ing,
vehi

MyFord 
Touch and navigation sys
tems and photographing 
the new vehicle inventory.

Technology Specialist 
applicants must be tech- 
savvy and comfortable 
interacting with customers, 
Experience with a variety of 
cellular phones and MP3 
players is preferred. 
SALES applicants must 
have experience; auto sales 
experience is preferred. 
ALL positions require a 
good driving record. We 
offer blue cross, dental, 
vision, matching 401 (k), 
life and disability insurance 
and a five day work week.

Apply
oo Tele9600 Telegraph, Redford.

BUS DRIVER
Part-Time 

Charter Twp. ot Redford
E.O.E. For more info call: 

313-387-2761 
or visit our website at: 

redfordtwp.com/ 
parsonnel.pbp

CAREGIVER
For autistic boy in Farmington 
area. Afternoons, Weekends, 
$8.50/hr. (248) 342-6451

A word to the wise, 
when looking for a 

r great deal check the

Obsener & EccmMg

Help Wanted-General

CDL Drivers 
Wanted

To run east coast for pro
duce loads -  up to .35/mile. 
Fax resume/qualifications 
to 519-325-0504 or Email 
to Nicole@jbftransport.com

CLEANERS, Full-Time for 
area homes. $10 hr. to start. 

No nights or wkends. Car req. 
Plymouth Area: 734-812-5683

M a k e  t h i s  a  
reality...

DELIVERY DRIVER 
Full-Time

Brighton, Ml. $12.50 hr. 
Overtime, Medical, Dental 
Insurance. Paid Vacation, 
401K. Must be physically 
fit. One overnight weekly. 

Rest, home at night. 
Must have a Class A. 

Email: 
lieckson@ftluertiino.com 
or fax: 269-423-6737

DIRECT CARE STAFF
Work with developmentaily 

disabled adults. Canton.
(734) 722-4580 x9

DRIVERS
Attention Class A CDL Drivers 

Drivers, $1200 Sign-On 
ius. Exc. miles, home 

weekly, HazMat Endorsement.
Border Crossing Pay, 

Orientation Pay.
Performance Bonus. Apply: 

www.carter-express.com 
or 800-738-7705 X1286

Exp. Dt 
Bonu

Help Wanted-General

DRIVERS

CDL-A DRIVERS
immediate Openings at 
Our Wayne, Ml Terminal

•DEDICATED LOADS 
•OUT & BACK 
•$1,500 Sign-on Bonus 
•$500 Driver 
Referral Bonus 

•Great Hometime,
Paid Orientation 

•Medical, Dental &
Vision Insurance 

•401 (k) Matched 
•Tanker & Hazmat 
Required

Call: 877-600-9919 
Or Apply Online At: 
www.Work4QC.com

GROUNDSKEEPER
lawn care, planting, trimming 

and other outdoor work on 
30 acre property in' 

Northville. Must have resume. 
Pay based on experience. 
Call Gary: 248-348-6257

HOUSEKEEPERS
Full-Time, exp. req'd. Apply at: 

Holiday Inn Express Hotel
3950 S. Lotz Road, Canton. 

No phone calls.

LANDSCAPE LABOR NEEDED
$8/hr. Health insurance avail
able. Must have valid driver's 
license. 734-522-1660

LOCAL EMPLOYER HIRING 
SUPPLY ROOM CLERK 

$-13/tir WILL TRAIN CALL 
313-292-9369 Check material 
in/out from supply room. Keep 
records of inventory. E1 $185 
J76 22 of our employers hired 

OUR clients last week!

Help Wanted-General

LOOKING FOR 
A CAREER 

(not a job) 
REAL ESTATE 
CONSULTANT
(Special pricing lor 

Pre-licensing only $99)

This is the time to buy 
homes in Michigan, be the 
one to sell the House. 
Change your life personally 
& financially register today.

CALL ED BOWLIN
at: 734-591-5940 x107

MACHINIST
Leading Machine Tool 

Manufacturer located in 
Ann Arbor is currently 
seeking a full-time employ
ee for our tooling dept. 
Experienced candidates 
with operating CNC's, 
EDM’s, Surface & OD 
Grinders, Mills, & Lathe's 
are preferred. The ideal 
candidate will be able to 
read blueprints, use a vari
ety of measuring equip, & 
will have knowledge of 
basic machine codes & 
basic machine tooling 
geometry. Competitive 
wage and comprehensive 
benefits package offered.

To apply for the above, 
please send resume to: 

Box 1859 
oeresume@ 

hometownllfe.com

Proto Injection Mold 
Process Techs

Minimum 5 yrs. exp. req.
Send resume: 

moldjobs@yahoo.oom 
or call (734) 422-6060

Help Wanted-Genera

Retail: New Retail Location.
Twelve Oaks & Great Lakes 

Crossing Malls
' Excellent people skills 

required. Earnings above 
industry average. Call Dan 
984-509-4382 or email: 

performsncenrstdh@liue.som

mmetouwfmm
SERVICE TECH

Must have plumbing experi
ence. Good driving record & 
lift 50 lbs. Water softening exp. 
a plus. Call: 248-888-5000

Part-Time 
Weekend Person

Needed for a Manufactured 
Home Community office' in 
Wixom. Leasing experience 
necessary. Must like to work 
with people. General office and 
computer skills required.
Fax resume to: 248-684-9699

Help Wanted-Dental 0

DENTAL
RECEPTIONIST

Are you dependable, per
sonable, organized, and a 
good communicator with 
strong telephone and com
puter skills? If you also 
have dental experience, a 
high quality specialty office 
is waiting for you to call: 

(248) 357-3180

FRONT DESK: PT possible FT 
for busy Livonia dental office. 
Must have dental & Dentech 
exp. MS Office preferred, Must 
be organized, detail-oriented, 
reliable & seek initiative.
Fax resume: 734-464-7838

" W e  W o r k  
F o r  Y o u ! '1

hmmtowntife.com

HelpWanted-iedical

CLINICAL MEDICAL 
ASSISTANT

Part-time for evenings & 
weekends @ Birmingham- 
Royal Oak Medical Group. 

Minimum 1 year experience 
approximately $11.50/hr. 

Fax resume to 248-288-0044, 
attn: Ken PA-C. Indicate 

looking for evenings.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Part-Time. Exp. Resume to: 
43422 West Oaks Drive, PMB 
#167, Novi, Ml 48377-3300

MEDICAL BILLER
Needed for a growing 

medical billing company.
At least 5 yrs. exp. needed. 

Email: Bma123@comcast.net

OPTICAL ASSISTANT, FT
Must be exp’d. Belleville or 

Canton locations. Great hours. 
Call: 734-284-2020

OPTICIAN
Dispensing Optician for 

optical in Farmington. Resume 

|jvargovick@gmail.com

Bartender/Waitstaff & 
Immediate Opening for 
Full Time Night Cook
Apply at: Starting Gate 

135 N. Center St., Northville.

BARTENDER/WAITSTAFF, FT
Apply at: Jon's Goodtime Bar 

& Grill, 27553 Cherry Hill. 
Just W. of Inkster Rd.
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Redford costume designer 
dresses actors in authentic style

BY SHARON DARGAY
O&E STAFF WRITER

Bernadine Vida amassed 
approximately10,000 clothing 
items — including jewelry, hats, 
purses, dresses, shirts and ties 
—to tell a story this month.

The Redford costume designer 
used the authentic 1960s vintage 
clothing to build wardrobes for 
each character in Margarine 
Wars, a film comedy about 
anti-oleo laws and margarine 
smuggling in the Midwest. The 
film, which recently finished 
shooting in Armada, tells the 
story of a New York hippie whose 
van breaks down in rural Illinois 
en route to California. He ends 
up smuggling margarine across 
state lines for women in the com
munity, trying to earn the $500 
he needs to fix his vehicle.

Vida outfitted actors in cloth
ing that will help tell the story, 
enhance their characters, and 
accurately interpret the 1960s 
time period. Many of the pieces 
came from her own collection of 
vintage outfits and accessories. 
Others were bought with the 
film’s costume budget or sewn.

“I wanted this film to have a 
real authenticity. To be true to 
the stoxy and the characteriza
tion, you’ve got to be true to 
the sociological aspects o f the 
film. What were people doing, 
what were they thinking? It’s all 
reflected through their ward
robe.”
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Bernadine Vida of Redford on set of the "Margarine Wars," in Armada.

COSTUME HOUSE
Vida, who has costumed 

nearly all the major feature films 
that have been shot in Michigan, 
worked for several weeks 
this spring in a rented vacant 
ranch house 15 minutes from 
the Margarine Wars set on an 
Armada farm. For three of those 
weeks, she lived in a nearby 
condo, miles from her Wayne 
County home and studio.

Assisted by five interns, she 
stored and organized racks of 
clothing, boxes of hats, purses, 
earrings, pins and necklaces. She 
adjusted and fit costumes and 
kept track of the costume budget 
and receipts.

“To be successful in this indus
try, you’ve got to have an even

mind, be flexible and be a jack 
of all trades,” Vida said. “I can 
build, lean  sew. Whatever goes 
through my mind I can make an 
actuality. I’ve always been proud 
of that.”

She has clothed dancers, musi
cians, opera singers and actors 
on the theater stage, in commer
cials, television shows and indus
trial promotions and events.

MEMORABLE JOB
She’s most proud ofher work 

with the Lincoln presidential 
library and museum in 2001.

“When I go into the rotunda 
and see John Wilkes Booth and 
realize I built his entire costume, 
tailored it, dressed it and every
thing, it’s one of my favorites. I’m

PHOTOS BY JOHN STORMZAND ( STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Bernadine Vida makes nice with a cow on the set of "Margarine Wars." The Redford costume designer has created 
garments for theater, movies, television, dance and yes, even animals.

proud because it will live beyond 
me.”

Lately she has designed 
costumes for a teen television 
sitcom, The Wannabes, and for 
characters involved in promoting 
a new injection pen for diabet
ics. She’s also busy with made-in 
Michigan movies.

“I’m  happy I’m getting the 
kinds of movies that are socially 
important. They aren’t fluff and 
junk,” said Vida, who began work 
this week on The Citizen, a film  
about a Lebanese Immigrant 
becoming a U.S. citizen.

“Big studio features will 
always go to what is stereo- 
typically desirable to American 
masses. The big (Los Angeles) 
features want to hire designers 
out of L.A. I don’t  get a chance to 
do that because I never made the 
L.A. exit.”

HOMETOWN GIRL
Except for a brief stay in 

California years ago, Vida has 
lived locally since childhood.

After graduation from

Costume interns (left to right) Vikki Hicks, Daniela Agnello and Katie Thoenes 
pack up hats used in the film "Margarine Wars.”

Redford Union High School, 
where she was “a bit of a miscre
ant ... painting the walls and 
doing crazy stuff,” she studied 
mass communications at Wayne

State and the Society o f Arts 
and Crafts (College for Creative 
Studies), later learning fashion

. Please see DESIGNER, B8
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Assistance w ith  Living - Here's W h a t  
You Can Expect a t A bbey Park:
* Affordability - Veterans & • Full cleaning service 

Surviving spouses may • Transportation service 
qualify for the VA Aid & • Security with 24-hour staffing 
Attendance Benefit • Professional care including physical therapy

' • Dailv liaht housekeeoina • Warm and friendly caregivers
Full time activity directors

A J
http://yo»riocat aussiepettnobiie com/Vtfestern-Wayne-Ccunty

Daily light housekeeping 
Nutritious meals
Laundry service Weekly Happy Hour and Live Entertainment

’ Our Extras M ake the D ifference.,,
D esigned to enhance an independent senior lifestyle!

•  Lunch and Dinner Served in 
our Luxurious Dining Room

• Coffee Shop
• Came Room
= Fitness Center 
® Library

• Computer Room
• Beauty/Barber Shop
• Country Store
• Movie Theater
• Planned Activities 

and Outings

• Chapel
• Beautiful Indoor 

Lounge Areas
• Patios and Balconies 

in each Apartment

F o r m ore information, p lease  call

at Cenesys Health Park 
3221 E. Baldwin Rd. 

Grand Blanc, Ml
(810)606-1110

Off Milford Rd., across from Coyote Coif Club 
28413 Abbey Lane 
New Hudson, Ml 
(248) 437-6550

www^biMyparli.com ■ Hm»» -  BBBB1
•Rate quoted is applicable to a one bedroom, one bath apartment. This grand opening rate includes a special discount of $400 applicable 
for first 12 months of residence. This rate does not Include fees for additional occupants or optional services. Prices and incentives valid 
at Lyon Township location only.

S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y
Many people are wrongly 

rejected when they apply for 
Social Security Disability 
benefits. Money was taken out 
of their paychecks for Social 
Security taxes to ensure that 
they would receive disability 
benefits if they could no 
longer work full-time. Sadly, 
the government denies 
approximately 60% of those 
who apply for disability 
benefits.

Attorney J.B. Bieske can 
often make a winning difference at the 
application stage, And, if an appeal is 
necessary Bieske has won several 
hundred cases before a court date is 
even set.

Those denied can appeal on their 
own but statistics for many years 
reveal that those represented by 
attorneys win a much higher 
percentage of appeals. And attorneys 
who specialize in Social Security 
Disability cases win a much higher 
percentage yet.

Attorney Bieske has represented 
only Social Security Disability clients 
for over 27 years. That is the only 
type of law he practices. And, he 
personally meets with all clients and 
appears himself at all court hearings.

Many large firms assign clients to 
young associate attorneys with much 
less experience; and often these firms 
aren’t even based in Michigan.

In addition to practicing only Social 
Security disability law Bieske has 
written a book for attorneys about the 
subject. He also has been interviewed 
on various radio and television 
programs and has given speeches to 
many groups.

Bieske’s office staff consists of 
paralegals and secretaries who are 
extremely helpful in answering 
questions with regard to the status of 
client’s cases and administrative 
procedure.

Attorney Bieske welcomes you to

call him to determine if you 
maybe eligible for these 
benefits. He offers a free 
phone or office consultation. If 
Bieske represents you, there 
will be no fee charged until 
after the case Is won.
The fee is a percentage of 
retroactive benefits.

In a recent radio interview 
attorney Bieske explained that 
many people are not even 
aware that they are eligible for 
Social Security Disability 

benefits. You may be eligible even if 
you have retired and are receiving a 
pension. If you have an illness or 
injury (whether or not related to your 
work), are under 65 and unable to work 
full-time you may be eligible. Social 
Security Disability benefits are based 
on your work record or your deceased 
spouse’s work record (Widow’s/ 
Widower’s benefits).

Call attorney J.B. Bieske at 1 -800- 
331-3530 for a FREE consultation if 
you are considering applying for Social 
Security Disability Benefits or if you 
have been denied. His Livonia office is 
located on Six Mile Road just West of 
I-275 and his Novi office is on Haggerty 
just North of 12 Mile Road.

www.ssdfighter.coni

http://yo%c2%bbriocat
http://www.ssdfighter.coni
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Pamela Shorter (left), and Alberta Karll (right) are all smiles after receiving community service awards from John 
Sackett Regent Cynthia Tenerovich of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Susan Sweetman (second from left) of Livonia, receives a warm welcome into the DAR from Dorothy Moore (left), 
chapter chaplain, Brenda Halseth, chapter registrar and Cynthia Tenerovich, chapter regent.

A r e a  D A R  c h a p t e r  in d u c ts  n e w  m e m b e r  f r o m  L iv o n ia
The John Sackett Chapter o f the Daughters o f 

the American Revolution recently gave commu
nity service awards to members and inducted 
Susan Sweetman of Livonia into the organiza
tion.

Alberta Karll and Pamela Shorter received

community service awards for their dedicated 
service to the residents and families o f Angela 
Hospice. Karll has worked with Angela Hospice 
since 1994; Shorter has been involved since 
2009- Both prepare freshly-baked goodies 
including cookies, specialty breads and pies on

a weekly basis.
The program for the chapter’s May meeting 

was “Collecting More than Dust.” Members 
shared their prized collections. Katrina Beery 
showed silver commemorative spoons from  
around the world. Margaret Steward presented

antique Indian quill boxes. Dorothy Moore 
had antique citrus fruit spoons on hand. Mary 
Anne Duluk brought elaborate decorative eggs 
to the meeting. Joan Cheyne showed antique 
invalid feeders.

Humane Society seeks pet photos for annual calendar
The M ichigan Humane 

Society (M HS) is looking for 
metro Detroit’s m ost pho
togenic pets for its 2012 Pet 
Calendar.

The $20  entry fee per 
photo guarantees inclusion in  
M H S’ 14th annual calendar. 
Twelve top photo entries w ill 
be selected for special “Pet of 
the M onth” placem ent, w ith  
all other photos appearing in

a variety o f  form ats through
out the calendar.

Dogs and cats wearing col
lars and ID tags, and cats 
photographed indoors w ill 
receive the best consider- . 
ation. Entries m ust be post
marked by June 15. Calendar 
proceeds w ill help the 
M ichigan Hum ane Society  
change the lives o f anim als 
in need.

Photo guidelines:
• Photos m ust be clear, in  

color, contain only pets, and 
be no larger than 4 -  by 6- 
inches

• Horizontal (landscape) 
orientation and gloss finish  
preferred

• For quality reasons, color 
prints m ade at hom e on ink
jet or laser printers cannot 
be considered for Pet o f the

Month placement. However, 
these types o f  prints w ill 
be accepted for the smaller 
photos used throughout the 
calendar.

• Photos taken at a com
m ercial studio m ust include a 
signed copyright release from  
the photographer

W rite your name, phone 
number and pet’s name 
on the back o f each photo

using a perm anent felt-tip  
pen. Mail entries by June 
15 to M ichigan Humane 
Society 2012 Pet Calendar, 
3 0 3 0 0  Telegraph, Suite 220, 
Bingham  Farms, MI 48025

Download an entry form at 
www.m ichiganhum ane.org.

In the fall, MHS 2012 Pet 
Calendars w ill be available 
for purchase for $15 plus tax  
at w ww.m ichiganhum ane.

org. For more information, 
call the M HS adm inistrative 
office at (866) M H U M A N E ,. 
from 8 a.m. to  5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

The M ichigan Humane 
Society (M HS) is a private, 
nonprofit organization  
that runs anim al shelters 
in  W estland, Detroit and 
Rochester Hills.

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com

nrn in far inna livings!
liG hian’s Best Prleiag a Quality 

Play Sets from $ 7 9 9  
Trampolines From $611

Sale Ends 6/18/2011

la c k p rd
„ The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

vwwooahospfeai-com ml w n Battiv 248̂ 43-311S Mm-Sal 10-8:30, Thu 10-8:30. Sun12-4

Ann Arbor 
Brighton 

Burton 
Citaton Twp,

Dearborn

Madispn Heights

$ i.  Ciait Shores 
j  Sterang Heights 

Toledo 
\ Warren 

j Ypsiiami

CATCH THE BUS TO MOTORCITY.
For locations & reservations call Blue Lakes Charters & Tours

8 6 6 - 2 - M U I I M  (8 6 6 -2 7 6 -5 5 3 6 )

£**** ' *.V'
Offer subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. MotorCity Casino Hotel and MotorCity Casino Hotel design are trademarks of Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. ©2010 Detroit Entertainment, LLC. Ail rights reserved.

•N e w e r  S ta te  o f  th e  A r t  F acility*

V E A M Y  H O S P I T A L
r - W E N  y - 7  L O W  C O S T  V A C C I N E  C L I N 1

c  D A Y S  V  S ta r t i n g  A t  $ 2 9 . 0 0  (No office fee)
Emergent lr* E v e r y  W e d .  1 - 5  p m  •  S a t .  1 0 - 1  p i  

Z-1 Vie.hi■— 1 Mteh o nw  - 
■ 'O -'vsT ' 1 ;

E v e r y  W e d .  1 - 5  p m 1

F r e e  O f f i c e  V i s i t

C L I N I C
> office fee)
. 1 0 - 1  p m

H e a r tw o r m  T est S p e c ia l 
$ 2 2  to  $ 2 7

L

B O \K PIS (.

3 0 %  o f *
Spay, Neuter and 

Dental Work

J

11655 Farm ington Rd. (jit-i \ .  of I'hnutmlh R.i * Livonia

7 3 4 . 4 2 1 . P E T S  ( 7 3 8 7 )
w w w .<iqualit> iarcvet.cn:n

Q ^ e m ^ n g  in MesidentiafSf ^ommerdaC^estoraHon 
$  @mtom GBru£

D a n ' s  C u s t o m  B r i c k w o r k
8 8 2  Y o rk  S t . •  P ly m o u th , M I  4 8 1 7 0

Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
and Rebuilt

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation

1.734.416.5425
F r e e  E s t im a te s

Licensed and Insured

Great Lakes Dermatology

M i c h a e l  R .  C o h e n ,  D.O.
Board C ertified  Derm atologist

Specializing in Diseases 
ofthe Skin, Hair &NaOs

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care you deserve.

•  Skin Cancer •  Eczema
•  M oles •  Warts
•  Psoriasis •  H air Loss
•  Acne B o t o x  •  Much M ore

Accepting New Patients •  All Ages |_______________
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2  Evening appts. available

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377

greatlakesderm@yahoo.com

Arthritis Today
J oseph  J . W e is s , M .D . R heum ato lo g y

18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48152 
Phone:(248}478-7860

J O IN T  IN J E C T IO N S , M O R E  T H A N  O N E ?
The place of joint injections in the treatment of arthritis is on firm footing. Not only 

well organized studies, but the individual physician’s own experience provides 
evidence for the ability of a steroid injection into a joint such as the knee or shoulder 
to provide a patient with pain relief and better movement.

This column has dealt in the past with the question of how often a person can 
receive a joint injection, the answer being: as often as the injection confers benefit.

But another related question is: at any one time, how many joint injections can a 
patient receive?

Physicians cannot turn to the medical literature to answer that question as 
investigations are lacking on that aspect of medical therapy. However, by custom, 
two injections at one time are considered as acceptable treatment.

The answer really depends on the condition of the patient. If the individual is 
elderly and has 2 swollen knees and a sore shoulder, then the doctor likely will inject 
only the 2 worse joints. The amount of anesthesia needed might cause the elderly 
person to become dizzy or even faint.

If the patient is not elderly, but is a poorly controlled diabetic, the physician may 
inject only one joint. Steroids antagonize insulin and 2 or more injections may cause 
the diabetes to go out of control.

If a knee or shoulder joint shows far advanced arthritis, the physician may not 
inject any joint. The injection may give temporary relief and weaken the patient’s 
resolve to seek an orthopedic surgeon for a replacement knee or shoulder.

v :

H A S  Y O U R  

H O M E  O R  B A S E M E N T  

F L O O D E D ?

Know Your Legal Rights!

F r e e  P h o n e  C o n s u l t a t i o n

Help is Just a Phone Call Away!

Macuga, liddle & Dubin, P.C. 
(313 ) 392-0015

9 7 5  E .  J e f f e r s o n  A v e .

D e t r o i t ,  M l  4 8 2 0 7

M 'w l ,  . J

A b s o l u t e l y  i h e  B e s t :
1) 3 4  c o ld  s lo K ijie
2 )  M u lt ip le  h n  D is c o u n t
3 )  S a v e  $ 1 0  o n  S l o r a p c  

w i t h  C l e a n i n g

S A V E  ^  s20.°°
Per F u r S tored
wsth the Undisputml___
Best Vault*. A  \
P u r  c l e a n i . ’ ij?  /  / /  j

■■ ' t .

http://www.michiganhumane.org
http://www.michiganhumane
mailto:greatlakesderm@yahoo.com
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M ake life  a t  you r hom e eas ie r  

w ith  th ese  products

HOTOGRAPHER

Bernadine Vida keeps photos of movie cast members on the wall of her temporary costume department in a rented 
house near the set of "Margarine Wars."

DESIGNER
FROM PAGE B6

design at Parsons School of 
Design in New York.

After college she designed 
clothing for the Harbinger Dance 
Company, but worked mostly 
in the political arena, both in 
Michigan and in San Francisco, 
Calif., where her now ex-husband 
was completing a job assign
m ent

Growing tired of politics, the 
young mother took on a chal
lenge of designing costumes for 
a San Francisco theater produc

tion of Little Women.
That led to an internship 

and more work in theater, both 
in San Francisco and later in 
Michigan. Although she has 
travelled extensively, Vida has 
maintained her studio and 
residence in her childhood home 
ever since.

Her father helped her raise her 
son while she juggled mother
hood and a growing costume 
design business.

“I wanted my son to go to the 
schools I went to. My brothers 
and I went to Redford l|nion and 
so did my son.”

Last summer she turned the

garage into a second studio. She 
suspects she is the most long
term resident in her neighbor
hood, which she describes as “a 
village.”

She doesn’t plan to stray far 
from her roots.

“I’ve been fortunate. I hayen’t  
made a million dollars but I’ve 
amassed quite a career. And the 
real joy for me is being able to 
teach, mentor and pass on my 
skills to others.”
In addition to working with 
costume interns on films, she 
teaches at the College of Creative 
Studies and has lectured exten
sively.

D o  y o u  k n o w  
w h a t  s p a r k s  S a m ?

(We do.)
With our audience expertise and 
targeting, we can help your business 

reach more Boomers like Sam. Find 

out how the Observer & Eccentric and 
Hometown Weeklies Newspaper Group's 

solutions — enhanced by partnerships 
with companies like Yahoo! — make us 
the local leader in digital marketing.

Call Observer & Eccentric at 734-582-8363 
and Hometown Weeklies at 248-437-2011

n̂ vSpapers H S ? I
www.hometownlife.com

partnership with-

Some new products to check out.

BORA CLAMP EDGE
Affinity Tool Works, LLC recently introduced 

the Bora Clamp Edge.
Honestly, I thought it was going to be just 

another gimmick tool that I’d never use. Wrong!
The Bora Clamp Edge is a quick guide tool 

that provides a perfectly straight and secure 
straightedge for accurate cuts through all kinds 

and types o f wood. You can use 
it with circular saws, jigsaws, 
routers and biscuit jointers as 
well as with other tools or just as 
an accurate guide to scribe.

The company manufactures 
three sizes o f clamps to handle a 
complete variety o f woodwork
ing projects. The small, 24-inch  
model is commonly used as a 
fence on table saws, router tables 
and small cutting projects. The 

36-inch clamp edge is perfect for remodeling 
jobs such as trimming doors and cabinets.

They also make a 50-inch clamp edge, which 
is the one I’ve been testing. It’s designed for 48- 
inch cuts. The design, engineering, integrated 
clamps and ease of use are all impressive.

The Bora Clamp has ergonomic handles, easy 
and simple lever locking mechanisms, unique 
swivel clamps (which also permits the user to do 
some slight angle cuts) and was designed for pro
fessionals, handymen and homeowners in mind.

The clamps are made from aircraft grade 
extruded aluminum and come with a lifetime 
warranty.

Affinity Tools also has an enviable line o f pis
tol grip clamps, multi-angle adjustable squares 
and an angle master miter duplicator.

If you or someone you know works with wood, 
check out Bora Tools at the following websites: 
Woodcraft (www.woodcraft.com); Rockier 
(www.rockler.com); Sears (www.sears.com).

SPORT BRELLA CHAIR
Now that great weather is almost upon us, I’m  

sure everyone, including myself is looking to the 
outdoors as well as outdoor projects and events.

I recently came across the Sport Brella Chair.
It is a unique, new portable garden and patio 
chair. Yes, we’ve all seen portable outdoor fold-up 
chairs. People take them from their patios to the 
Woodward Dream Cruise, beaches, parks and 
concerts.

What makes the Sport Brella Chair unlike 
other foldout sport chairs is that it has an 
attached, 360-degree swivel umbrella, which 
can be moved from side to side, and can be swiv
eled at three different points with the push of 
a button. The umbrella opens out to 46-inches, 
which provides complete coverage from the sun 
and wind at any conceivable angle.

The lightweight Sport Brella Chair also has a

built-in cup holder, bottle opener and even a zip- 
pered pouch for personal items. The chair easily 
folds up and fits into a compact carry bag that 
has a comfortable carry strap.

The M.S.R.P. is $39.99 and is available at 
www.sportbrella.com. I recently found it at 
Costco for $35.00.

WHISPERSENSE VENTILATION FANS
Panasonic recently introduced its new  

W hisper Sense Ventilation Fans at the 2011 
kitchen and bath industry show in Las Vegas.

Panasonic claims the W hisperSense bath
room exhaust fans are the only vent fans on 
the market to  incorporate dual-motion and 
hum idity sensors. That makes perfect sense, 
since the fan w ill only operate when necessary. 
The motion sensor has a delay shut-off timer 
that activates when a person enters the bath
room and automatically shuts the fan o ff 20 
m inutes after the occupant has left.

I f  the tub or shower is used, the built-in  
hum idity sensor overrides the delay timer 
and continues to  exhaust moisture until the 
hum idity is back down to a pre-set level.

All that is well and good, but my favorite 
feature is the noise level. It has an incredibly 
quiet level, as low as 0.3-sone. One-sone is 
the sound o f a quiet refrigerator operating at 
night. The 0 .3  would be the quietest ceiling  
m ounted fan I have experienced.

Panasonic W hisperSense ventilation fans 
have an average suggested retail price from  
$289 to $412 depending on the model (some 
have lights) and are available at Panasonic 
dealers and wholesalers. Check out the 
W hisperSense fans when they com e out in  
June o f 2011 at www.panasonic.com /vented- 
fans.
Q: While a rolling stone may gather no moss, our 
shaded, shingle roof is. What do people do if their 
roof is susceptible to fungus or moss?

A: You don’t have to raise the roof to  
correct it. For all types o f  roofs there is a 
product called “Shingle-Shield” from Chicago 
Metallic. It is a m aintenance-free roof m oss/ 
fungus protector. It is easily installed along 
the ridgeline and releases zinc oxide. The 
manufacturer claims it w ill last the life o f  the 
roof. Chemicals such as zinc oxide or chloride 
in  m etals are carried down the roof when it 
rains. These chem icals discourage the growth  
o f moss. Also trim  any overhanging trees and 
keep the roof clear o f leaves and debris. W ith a 
cedar shake roof, remove as much o f the moss 
between the shakes as possible. Use a piece of  
wire, then hose o ff the tiles.

Lon Grossman of Bloomfield Hills is president of 
Technihouse Inspections Inc., a southeast Michigan resi
dential and commercial inspection company. E-mail your 
questions to him at drdiy@comcast.net. Call ¢248) 855- ■ 
5566. Visit his website www.technihouse.com.

S H O P  LO CAL S T A R T  H IR E
Stay connected w ith  a subscription to  

your local hom etown newspaper!
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Please select from one of these gift cards:
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A Georgia O'Keeffe-style pillar 
painted by Marilyn Meredith will be 
on display at Canton's Liberty Fest 
next month.

Cathy Vettese works on her pillar during Relay for Life in Canton.

Painting adds creative touch to annual relay
Sharon Lee Dillenbeck 

earned the “People’s Choice” 
award for her painted pillar 
version o f Herbert Badham’s 
“George Street” painting dur
ing the annual Relay for Life 
earlier th is month in Canton.

Dillenbeck, owner o f  D 
& M Art Studio o f Canton, 
cam e up w ith  a creative, 
artistic way to  help the cause 
by asking artists to donate 
their tim e to paint famous

artwork on four-sided pillars 
with acrylic paint. The artists 
painted during the Relay.

Local businesses and phi
lanthropists sponsored the 
short pillars for $50, large 
pillars for $100 and those  
attending the Relay voted for 
their favorites at $1 per vote.

A rtists included Marilyn 
M eredith, Elizabeth  
Gullikson, Megan Flynn, 
M egan Miner, Deana

Salhaney, Rachel Bissonnett, 
Cathy Vettese, Bethany 
Grysko, Ryan Rockov, Megan  
Vance and Mary Elizabeth  
Winther.

The pillars w ill be d is
played during Canton’s 
Liberty Fest next m onth. The 
short pillars are for sale at 
$125 each. Large pillars are 
$250. Call Dillenbeck at (734) 
453-3710 for more informa
tion.

Cam p fea tu rin g  acting  coach  
teaches teens to  act fo r film

Film Acting Camp for Teens, 
taught by acting coach Gorlon 
Michaels, w ill run 10 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. June 20-24 , at 
Genitti’s Little Theatre, 108 
E. Main, Northville.

The Gordon Michaels 
Actors Workshops have been  
housed at Genittis Little 
Theater since the first tim e 
his classes were made avail
able in  M ichigan in 1999. 
They have grown into what 
is now The Gordon Michaels 
Acting Studio. The studio 
provides actors o f all ages 
w ith a place to grow artisti
cally while at the sam e tim e 
gathering insight in  the busi
ness o f film , television, and 
theatre.

M ichaels says that “any 
. person who has that dream in

Michaels

their heart and truly believes 
in their heart that they want

to become an actor must be 
true to themselves, and move 
forward with every ounce of  
effort to make that dream
come true.” .........

“I believe a person with 
these desires has a responsibil
ity to  honor that dream which 
is b om  in their heart. I have 
witnessed many successes in 
the entertainment business of 
people doing exactly that. It’s 
not always easy for a person 
with the desire to become an 
actor to just throw themselves 
into that area but the most 
important thing is to take 
that first very important step, 
begin to get training.”

Cost of the teen camp is 
$225. Register at gordonmi- 
chaelsstudio.com or call (248) 
262-6805.

GARDEN §  NATURE

Send garden information and photos to Sharon Dargay at sdargay@ 
hometownlife.com.

BIBLE GARDEN
Congregation Beth Ahrn will dedicate its Louis and Fay Woll 

Memorial Bible Garden at 11 ajm. June 5, at5075W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield. The dedication and public opening will include tours of the 
garden. Visitors will experience a series of themes including the Garden 
of Eden, Abraham and Sarah’s Tent, Parting of the Red Sea, and the giv
ing ofthe Hebrew Bible at Mt. Sinai. The many species of plants, flowers, 
and trees included in the garden are identified by both their biblical refer
ences and botanical names. A  visit to the Woll Memorial Bible Garden 
concludes at a replica of the Western Wall, the remnant of the Old Temple 
and one of Judaism’s holiest sites, in Jerusalem. The Woll Memorial Bible 
Garden will be open from sunrise to sunset in thespring, summer, and 
fall. Guided visits can.be arranged by calling (248) 851-6880 and visitors 
may come at their convenience for self guided tours. See the garden on 
the Internet at wwwwollbiblcgardoi.org.

GARDEN WALK
The 21st annual Ann Arbor Garden Walk will run 10 a.m. to 4  

p.m. Saturday, June 11 Six gardens and a marketplace of garden art 
are included, Garden Walk tickets can be purchased online at www. 
annarborfarmandgarden.org or at these Ann Arbor locations: Dixboro 
General Store, Downtown Home & Garden, NicofeJs Books, and 
Matthaei Botanical Gardens. Advance tickets are $12. Tickets axe avail
able the day ofthe Walk at any ofthegardens, at $15 adult, $3 students 
K-12. Groups can purchase advance tickets for $10 per person; contact 
Irene Ball at (734) 222-0747- The ticket includes a map of the garden 
locations; participants can visit the gardens in any order and at their own 
pace. Descriptions of the featured gardens are on the website.

ENGLISH GARDENS
• See a free presentation, The Basics ofWater Gardening, at 1 p.m, 

Saturday, June 11 at all store locations.
• Learn howto bring color and texture to your garden at afree presen

tation on perennial gardening, 7 p-m. Wednesday, June 29 and 10 a m  
Saturday, July 2.

• Get tips on creating a container water garden, 10 a.m. Saturday, July
9.

• Find out how to keep the summer garden looking its best at 7 p-m. 
Wednesday, July 13.

Local English Gardens stores are at 155 N. Maple, Ann Arbor, (734) 
332-7900; 22650 Ford Road at Outer Drive, in Dearborn Heights, (313) 
278-4433; 4901 Coolidge Highway, Royal Oak, (248) 280-9500; and 
6370 Orchard Lake Road, at Maple, in West Bloomfield; (248) 851-7506.

F ‘ I * S ‘ H * E * R
F U N E R A L  H O M E

^ C R E M A T I O N  S E R V I C E S

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1955

fordable
Carin8

T R A D IT IO N A L  S E R V IC E
W IT H  B U R IA L

includes metal casket, outer burial 
container, viewing &  service

________$2895
B A S IC  C R E M A T IO N

includes cremation process 
and county permit

$695*
*$200 additional for Memorial Services

T R A D IT IO N A L  S E R V IC E  
W IT H  C R E M A T IO N  0

includes casket facade, 8  
viewing St service §

$2195 1
Traditional funerals & alternatives 

taibredfor any budget 
24501 Five M ile Road • Redford

(Between Beech Daly and Telegraph)

3 1 3 . 5 3 5 . 3 0 3 0
www.fisherfuneral.net
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for your gold sale of 

$100 or more.
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We buy gold, silver, 
platinum, and coins.

Jewelry Services are 
^perform ed on site by a 

Certified Master Bench 
.{ Jeweler: Ring Sizing, 

Chain Repair, Prong 
Repair, Polishing and 

Restoration, and 
Insurance Replacement 

Appraisals.m s

n o  o f f J e w e l r y  S e r v i c e s

O R A  

F r e e  W a t c h  B a t t e r y .
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J  E  W  I J A  R  S

Y O U R  F A M I L Y  D I A M O N D  S T O R E  
S I N C E  1 9 3 3

G A R D E N  C I T Y
29317 Ford Road a t  M id d le b e lt  

734-422-7030

N O R T H V I L L E
101 M ain  S treet a t  C e n te r  

248-349-6940 ,
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SO CIETY  

Registered Jewelers
‘ Limit one cou p on  p,er customer. Must present cou p on  to receive offer. & certified Jewelers.
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M EDICAL DATEBOOK REUNIO N CALENDAR

JUNE
St. Mary Mercy Hospital

• Bone Density Screening, Blood 
Pressure Screening and Massage will be 
offered from 5:30 - 7 p.m., with a lecture 
by Dr. Karol Otteman and Dr. Ramneet 
Mangatfrom 7-8:30p.m.,Wednesday, 
June 1. A $5 goodwill donation is 
requested to benefit Marian Women's 
Center Programs. Register by calling 
(734)655-1182.
• A community blood drive runs 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. June 2, in the auditorium at 
the hospital. Participants will receive a 
hockey puck stress reliever and will be 
entered into a drawing for $3,000 worth 
of gasoline. Schedule an appointment at 
¢800) GIVE-LIFE.
• A presentation on "Obstructive Sleep 
Apnea Treatment Options" with Tim 
Short of Healthcare Solutions, will run 
7-8:30 p.m. in the hospital auditorium. 
Discover the latest in medical equip
ment, masks and supplies for sleep 
disorders, such as continuous positive 
airway pressure (CPAP) technology. 
Individuals with a CPAP machine, may 
bring it along for a free pressure accu- ' 
racy check. Register at (734) 655-4640.
• Baby Basics runs 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 11, in the hospital's 
auditorium. Participants will learn the 
skills of feeding, bathing, diapering, skin 
care, soothing and safety. A St. Mary 
Mercy Hospital certified pediatrician will 
discuss infant illness and child immu
nization. In addition, new parents will 
learn breastfeeding techniques includ
ing positioning, pumping, storage and 
breast care. The fee is $50 per couple. 
Registration is required. To register 
call St. Mary Mercy Hospital's Marian 
Women's Center at (734) 655-1162, or 
register online at stmarymercy.org and 
click on ''classes and events”.
The hospital is located at 36475 Five 
Mile, Livonia. '

Health care reform
' Learn how health care reform applies to 
the day-to-day practice of medicine at 
"Health Care Reform, Accountable Care 
Organizations, and Physician Network...
A Primer," 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday, 
June 11, at Henry Ford Hospital, 6777 
Maple, West Bloomfield. Speakers will 
discuss topics such as health care 
reform's effect on medical schools, 
health care economics and accountable 
care organizations' impact on health 
care reform. Cost is $75 for physicians 
and $50 for other professionals. Offers 
4.0
AMA PRA Category 1 credits. Register at

www.henryford.com/cmeevents.

Free fall risk screening
The screening will run )2:30-3 p.m. June
15, at The Recovery Project, LLC, 20000 
Victor Parkway, Suite 100, Livonia. A 
physical and occupational therapist, 
pharmacist and physicians will provide 
vision, balance, medication, blood pres
sure, and home safety screens. (734) 
953-1745.

Summer camp
The American Cancer Society offers a 
camp for children being treated for can
cer or for those who are in remission. 
Cancer survivors, 4-15 may participate 
in one of two camps offered by the

“ Society's Great Lakes Division. Young 
Camper's Day is a one-day program 
offered to children 4-6 on Sunday, June
19. Camp Catch-A-Rainbow is a weeklong 
summer camping experience, held June
19-24, for children 7-15. Both camps are 
held at the YMCA Storer Camps near 
Jackson, where children have access to 
activities such as swimming, horseback 
riding, archery, canoeing, arts and 
crafts. Health care professionals are 
available at the camp 24 hours a day, 
so most medical treatments, with the 
exception of radiation therapy, can 
be done onsite or at a nearby center. 
Registration is accepted through May 
27. Get an application by calling (800) 
227-2343 or by visiting www.cancer. 
org/camprainbow.

ONGOING
Aquatic classes

The YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit and 
the Arthritis Foundation have part
nered to offer aquatic classes designed 
to ease the pain of arthritis. Classes are 
held 10-11 a.m„ Tuesday and Thursday 
at the Farmington branch; 1-1:45 p.m. 
Monday and Wednesday at the Livonia 
branch: and 2-3 p.m. Wednesday and 
Friday, at the Birmingham branch. All 
classes are offered to members and 
nonmembers of every age and partici
pants do not need to know how to swim 
to participate. To join, interested indi
viduals can contact their local YMCA 
branch or visit www.ymcadetroit.org.

Arthritis support group
2-3:30 p.m. the third Thursday of 
the month at the Krieger Center,
DMC Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital, 1 
William Carls Drive, Commerce. Enter 
the building via the South Garden 
entrance. Registration not required.

Belleville High School 
Class of 1971

Planning 40th reunion m 2011. Seeking 
classmates and contact information. E-mail 
BHS.1971@yahoo.com. If on Facebook join 
the group by searching BHS reunion 1971 40th 
sign up site: also on CLASSMATES/REUNIONS. 

Dearborn Fordson 
Class of 1971 

The 40th reunion is planned for Saturday,
Aug. 6,2011 at Laurel Manor in Livonia.
Tickets are on sale now for $52 per person 
for dinner and open bar. Send a check pay
able to Fordson '71 Reunion to 16124 Golfview, 
Livonia, Ml 48154. For more information go to 
Facebook, Classmates.com or the Web page at 
Fordson71Reunion.com.

Dearborn Heights Robichaud 
Class of 1961 

50th class reunion Sept. 24, 2011 at the
■ Dearborn Hills Golf Course. All classes are 

welcome as Robichaud High School also 
celebrates its 50th anniversary. Contact B ill. 
Haskin at billsmustangs@msn.com; (734)595- 
4927 or Nancy at wolonl@aol.com; (248) 529- 
6461. '

Detroit Cody 
Class of 1961 

50th reunion Aug. 27, 2011, at Hellenic 
Banquet Center, Westland. Seeking class
mates and contact information. E-mail cody- 
comet61@gmail.com. Or call Connie Callear 
Majeske at (734) 425-7094 or Bernie Lekki 
Grudzien at (734) 522-3167.
50s and 60s
Free picnic, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 21 
at Nankin Mills Pavilion, Ann Arbor Trail and 
Hines Drive. Rain or shine; door prizes, hot . 
dogs, bottled water, T-shirts and sweatshirts, 
tassels, music CDs all available. Bring a chair. 
No need to register. Parking for classic cars. 
Classmates.com will have information and 
photos from past picnics. Questions? Call 
Jerry Marszalek at (313) 532-0134 or e-mail to 
Jmarsaresfsbcglobalnet or Phil Varilone at 
(313) 562-3579 or e-mail to pvariloneiwow- 
way.com 

Class of 1971 
40th reunion, 6:30-11:30 p.m. July 9, at 
Waterford Lanes/Banquet Hall, 7100 Cooley 
Lake Road, Waterford. RSVP by May 30 to 
Karen (Hassa) Leto at (330) 722-5954.

Detroit Henry Ford 
Class of 1971 

The 40th reunion, with a “Back to the 
Bahamas'' theme, is scheduled for Aug..
20, at Bahama Breeze Restaurant, 19600 
Haggerty, Livonia. The organizers are try
ing to reach approximately 1.,000 graduates 
from the January and June classes, as well 
as any other alumni interested in attending 
the event. Tickets are $50. Call Barb Blum 
Douglas at (313) 804-1282, or Marilyn Ogilvy 
Twa at (616) 802-0305, or e-mail to hfh- 
s1971reunion@yahoo.com.

Detroit Mackenzie 
June Class of 1961

50th reunion will be Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011. 
fo r more information e-mail lvanerian@msn. 
com or phone Joanne (Poloway) Glance at 
(734) 878-6543. ■

Class of 1962 
Planning class reunion in 2012. Seeking class
mates and contact information. E-mail the 
committee at mackenzie1962@gmail.com. 

Farmington High School 
Class of 1961 

A 50-year reunion of the Farmington High 
School Class of 1961 is set for 7 p.m.,
Saturday, Aug. 20,2011 at the Sheraton 
Detroit Novi Hotel at 21111 Haggerty Road,
Novi. The party dinner buffet is $48.75 per 
person. There will be a 9-hple golf outing 
at Fox Creek Golf Course, 36000 Seven Mile 
Road in Livonia at 10:30 a.m. the day of the 
reunion. Contact Phil "Jim" Newberg via e- 
mail at pruddyduck1@sbcglobal.net or call 
(830) 620-5734; local contact is Louise Giles 
(248) 224-3369.

Garden City East & West 
Classes of 1966-67 

A casual, joint reunion is planned for Oct. 8. 
The organizing committee needs addresses 
of class members. Call Dale Bowes (Whiting) 
‘66W at (734) 427-7148, Carol Gantt Fenner 
‘67W at (734) 326-8467, Karen Colvard 
(Domanski) '66E at (734) 427-7012, Cheryl' 
Gibbs '67E at (734) 340-9916/(313) 670-2402, 
or e-mail Dennis Russell at russ027@comcast. 
net.

Garden City High School 
Class of 1986

25-year reunion, Saturday, Oct. 15. E-mail 
Trish First (Patty Buggy) for more information 
at pm2b2005@yahoo.com or contact Kristy 
Hickson (Roberts) on facebook.

Inkster Cherry Hill 
All classes 

The Cherry Hill High School Alumni 
Association presents a reunion for all 
classes, 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday, July 30, in 
the fields behind the school, 28500 Avondale, 
Inkster. Admission is $15 per person if 
received by July 4 and $25 per person after 
that date. For complete information, includ
ing registration, deadlines and events, go to 
chhsinkster.com.

Ladywood High School 
Class of,1961 

Planning a 50th reunion in 2011. Seeking 
classmates and contact information. E-mail 
sandymacg@aol.com or call Sandy Phillips 
O'Leary (734) 453-0783 and leave a message 
if voice mail picks up.

Livonia Bentley 
Class of 1961 

Holding a 50th class reunion Sept. 16-17. To 
register, call Donald Bruner, (734) 524-0979 
or e-mail dbruner@twmi.rr.com.

Class of 1981 
30th reunion planned for Aug. 6, at One Under 
Banquet Facility 35789 Five Mile, Livonia.
Visit http://www.freewebs.com/bentley81 for 
more details.

Livonia Franklin 
Class of 1966

45th high school reunion, Oct. 8 at Laurel 
Park Marriott. Seeking classmates and con
tact info. E-mait contact info to Larry Ruzsas 
at Lruzsas187264mi@comcast.net or call him 
at (810) 599-3506.

Plymouth High School 
Classes of 1951-52
Planned for Aug. 19-21. Just show up for 
gatherings at'6 p.m. Aug. 19 at Kellogg Park in 
downtown Plymouth and 6 p.m. Aug. 20 at the 
Box Bar Restaurant in downtown Plymouth. 
Bring a dish to pass and a large bottle of pop 
for the picnic at noon, Aug. 21 at the #1 pavil
ion in Plymouth Township Park, 46640 Ann 
Arbor Trail. For more information cal! Ron 
Beaver at (734) 397-9357, Bea Gray at (734) 
453-6613 or Dick Nelson at (734) 453-0798. 

Redford Union 
Class of 1971 

6:30-11:30 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 27, at Plymouth 
Elks Lodge, 41700 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth. 
Look for Redford Union Class of 1971 on 
Facebook or e-mail to RUHS71@yahoo.com 

Rosary High School 
Class of 1966 

Planning 45th reunion in July of 2011. Seeking. 
classmates and contact information. E-mail 
Pam at Taffttoo@aol.com 

Royal Oak High School 
Class of 1951 

A 60th reunion is planned for Sept. 14 at the 
Oxford Inn, 1214 Main, Royal Oak. The event 
will start with a social gathering at 4 p.m., 
followed by dinner at 6 p.m. Tickets are $30 
per person. For more information and for 
reservation forms contact Fred Locke and 
Katy Marsh, 5464 Lakeshore, Fort Gratiot, Ml 
48059; (810) 385-3253; fjlocke@aol.com ,

St. Mary of Redford 
Class of 1971 

6 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Sept. 10 at Monaghan K of 
C Hall, 19801 Farmington Road, Livonia; $40 
per person or $75 per couple. Make your res
ervation check payable to and mail to: Peter 
Noble, 12001 Market Street #443, Reston, VA 
20190. For more information, e-mail to bark- 
erwa@'aol.com.

Southfield High School 
Class of 1981 

The 30th reunion is planned for 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Aug. 6, at Doc's Sport Retreat in 
Livonia. Tickets are $20 per person for appe
tizers. There will be a cash bar. The group is 
looking for classmates. For more information 
go to Facebook Southfield High Class of 1981 
or e-mail Terri Jarvi O'Brien at terriis treet- 
mktg.com.

Wayne Memorial High School 
Class of 1976 

35-year class reunion, 6 p.m.-midnight,, 
Saturday, Sept. 17, at the Livonia Holiday Inn. 
Visit www.waynememorial76.com or e-mail to 
reed.terri@sbcglobal.net

P r e p a r i n g  f o r  C o l l e g e ?
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MILESTONES

J U N E  W E D D IN G  P L A N N E D

Beverly B. Panuga and Silviano T. Fulgencio announce their 
engagement.

The bride-to-be, daughter o f Armando and Salud Panuga of 
Chula Vista, Calif., attended California State University and is 
employed by the U.S. Air Force at Fort Meade.

Her fiance, son o f Jose and Rosa Fulgencio, attended 
Michigan State University and is a military affairs contractor.

A  June 2011 wedding is planned in Annapolis, Md.

Panuga-Fulgencio

Annual run/walk focuses on 
prostate cancer

Prostate cancer is the m ost common type 
o f non-skin cancer found in American men, 
affecting one in six, and is the second lead
ing caijise o f death, according to the American 
Caneei Society.

More than 217,000 new cases o f prostate 
cancer were diagnosed in the United States in  
2010, with more than 32 ,000  men losing their 
fight with the disease.

Because the best defense against prostate 
cancer is early detection, the Michigan Institute 
o f Urology (M IU) w ill present its Third Annual 
M IU Run for the Ribbon at 8 a.m. Father’s Day, 
Sunday, June 19 at the Detroit Zoo, in  Royal 
Oak. The M IU Run for the Ribbon 5K run/ 
walk is led by M IU CEO Dr. Alphonse Santino, 
and coordinated by M IU urologist Dr. Michael 
Lutz. M IU developed the run to  increase aware
ness about prostate cancer and educate the 
public about the disease, including detection, 
prevention and treatment.

“By tying prostate cancer awareness to the 
M IU Run for the Ribbon, we hope men, sup
ported by their families, will be inspired to  be 
proactive about their health. The risk of devel
oping prostate cancer increases as a man ages, 
so men need to choose to know about their 
health with appropriate screenings. I f  you’re 
going to ‘fight like a man,’ you need to know  
everything you can, as early as you can, about 
your opponent,” Lutz stated. “We hope to see

more runners than ever this year as this event 
grows, along with awareness of prostate can
cer.”

M IU Run for the Ribbon is in partnership 
with the American Cancer Society, The Prostate 
Conditions Education Council and Prostate 
Awareness and Cancer Education (PACE) Race 
Series and is one o f only 18 sanctioned PACE 
races across the country.

The cost for early registration, made by 
May 30, is $20 for adults and $10 for chil
dren. Registrations made from May 31 to 
June 18 are $25 for adults and $15 for chil
dren. Race day registration is $30  for adults 
and $20 for children. Online registration at 
MIURunFofTheRibbon.org is available until 
June 14.

T-shirts, blue ribbons honoring those with  
prostate cancer and medals w ill be awarded to 
all participants and finishers. Those with the 
disease w ill be given a hat to be honored and 
supported throughout the race for their cour
age.

Proceeds from the walk/run will benefit 
prostate cancer treatment, research and educa
tion in Michigan.

For more information about the 
M IU Run for the Ribbon events, visit 
MIURunFoiTheRibbon.org, e-mail info@  
MIURunFoiTheRibbon.org or call (586) 443- 
4272.

Send calendar items to Sharon Dargay 
at sdargay@hometownlife.com. Feel
free to include relevant photos as____
attached jpgs. Or mail items to Dargay, 
Observer, 615 Lafayette, level 2, Detroit, 
Ml 48226.

MAY 29-JUNE1
Financial Peace University
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Wednesdays, June 
1-Aug. 24
Location: Clarenceville United 
Methodist Church, 20300 Middlebelt, 
Livonia
Details: During Dave Ramsey's 
Financial Peace University, par
ticipants will discover a world of 
freedom by using proven, biblical 
principles to permanently break free 
from the bondage of debt 
Contact: (248) 474-3444 or search 
on www.daveramsey.com

RELIGION CALENDAR

Details: Day camp is a week-long 
experience for children complet
ing kindergarten through sixth 

“graden^bHeg^geMai^u^lFFrorn'- 
Michigan's Living Water Ministries 
lead the camp. Includes singing, 
games, arts, crafts, nature activi
ties, devotion, study, lunch, special 
activities, snacks. Registration is 
$60 per child.
Contact: (248) 442-8822 or e-mail 
to office@emmanuel-livonia.org

Contact: (734)846-4615 
Nicole's Revival
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m, Monday-Friday

ONGOING

JUNE 2-8
Job fair
Time/Date: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. June 2 
Location: Canton Christian 
Fellowship, 8775 Ronda Driv, Catnon 
Details: Bring resumes and dress . 
to impress. Some employers may 
interview on the spot 
Contact: (734) 404-2480

Spring Bazaar
Time/Date: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Saturday, June 4 
Location: St. Colette Catholic , 
Church, 17600 Newburgh, Livonia 

, Details: Tables of crafts, jewelry, 
new and gently used household arti
cles, and clothing will be sponsored 
by the Women's Guild 
Contact: (734) 464-0476

JUNE 9-15
Concert
Time/Date: 3-4 p.m. Sunday, June 12 
Location: Redford Aldersgate UMC, 
10000 Beech Daly, Redford 
Details: Pentacost of Praise Concert 
featuring The Sacred Heat Choral 
Ensemble of Detroit's Sacred Heart 
Church
Contact: 313-937-3170

JUNE 16-22
Day camp
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. June 20-24 
Location: Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, 34567 Seven Mile, Livonia

AWANA
Time/Date: 6:30-8 p.m., 
Wednesdays
Location: Faith Bible Church, 23414 
Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills 
Details: AWANA program for chil
dren from kindergarten-fifth grade 
Contact: (248) 426-0096

Classes/study
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 7-8 p.m., second 
Monday of the month 
Location: 34567 Seven Mile, 
between Farmington and Newburgh 
roads, Livonia
Details: Open Arms Bible class 
for adults with developmental dis
abilities and special needs. Includes 
songs, Bible lessons, crafts and 
activities, prayer, snacks and fun. 
Contact: pastor Scott Sessler at 
(734) 673-2485 or e-mail to pas- 
torscotttemmanuel-livonia.org 
Faith Bible Church 
Time/Date: 9:45-10:45 a.m. Sundays 
through May 8
Location: 34541 Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: "Four Views of the End Times" 
adult study
Also ongoing: "Life’s Healing Choices" 
Study Group, 6 p.m., fourth Sunday 
through September is for men and 
women who want freedom from hurts, 
hang-ups and habits 
Contact: (734) 464-7990 
Men's Bible study 
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7 a.m. and 
study at 8 a.m.
Location: Kirby's Coney Island, 21200 
Haggerty, Northville Township 
Contact: John Shulenberger at (734) 
464-9491
New Life Community Church 
Time/Date: Jobs seminar, 8-9 am., 
Fridays; reading program for students 
in grades K-12 and martial arts instruc
tion, both at 10 a.m., Sundays 
Location: 42200 Tyler, Belleville

LbcatiohfYWCA Northwest Branch, 
25940 Grand River, west of Beech Daly, 
Redford
Details: KJV Scripture Reading, 
Communion and Prayer 
Contact: (313) 531-1234 
OurLadyofLoretto 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday 
Location: Six Mile and Beech Daly, 
Redford
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: (313) 534-9000 
Ward Presbyterian
Time/Date: 7 p.m„ Mondays 
Location: Room A101,40000 W. Six 
Mile, Northville
Details: Learner's Bible study is held 
Contact: (248) 374-5920 .

Clothing bank
Canton Christian Fellowship 
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., fourth 
Saturday and 5-6:30 p.m., second 
Wednesday
Location: 41711 Joy, between Lilley and 
Haggerty
Details: Canton Christian Fellowship 
Clothing Bank offers free clothing 
(men, women and children) for those 
in need
Contact: (734) 404-2480, visit www. 
CantonCF.org or send e-mail to info® 
cantoncf.org

Food Bank
New Hope Church 
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m, every Friday by 
appointment only 
Location: is 44815 Cherry Hill,
Canton
Contact: Call pastor Ranay Brown 
to schedule an appointment at (734) 
270-2528.

Moms
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m., second 
Tuesday, MOPS; 7-8:30 p.m., first and 
third Thursday, MOPSnExt. Both pro
grams run through.May 
Location: 14175 Farmington Road, 
Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschoolers is 
aimed at mothers of infants through 
kindergartners; MOPSnext supports 
mothers of school-aged children. The 
theme will be "Momology - The Art & 
Science of Mothering" for MOPS and 
"Boundarie$"“for MOPSnext 
Contact: Rebekah Creeden at (734) 
524-0283 for MOPS and Susan 
Magner at (248) 478-3643 for MOPS

O b i t u a r ie s ,  M e m o r i a l s &  R e m e m b r a n c e s
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ADAMS, VIRGINIA E.
Age 97, of Rochester Hills, May 24, 
2011. Wife of the late Daniel M. 
Adams; mother of Craig Adams of 
Rochester Hills and Jane Adams of 
Kingman* AZ: A founding member of 
Drayton Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Ferndale and a member of the Cadillac 
Retirees Club. Memorial service 10:00 
a.m. Tuesday, May 31st at the Chapel of 
Flowers, White Chapel Cemetery, 621 
W. Long Lake Rd., Troy.

Please leave condolences at: 
www.pixleyfuneralrochester.com

J £ b ROWN, AMY MARIE
Age 31, o f Wayne, passed away peace
fully on Sunday, May 22, 2011 at her 
mother’s home in Westland. She was 
bom June 26,1979 in Trenton, daugh
ter of William Russell & Diane Marie , 
(Yandura) Brown. Amy graduated 
from Romulus High School in 1997 
and was attending Baker College to be 
a Vascular Ultrasound Technician. She 
worked for Millennium Medical 
Group, Farmington Hills, as an EEG 
technician. She loved baseball and was 
a huge Detroit Tiger fan, loved games, 
and making people laugh. She enjoyed 
music, dancing, scrapbooking, shop
ping and she loved to travel. Survived 

, by her mother Diane Brown of 
■' Westland, her grandparents Robert 

Anthony & Judy Yandura of Romulus,
, a sister Carrie (Paul) Bauer of 
Westland, a niece or nephew "Baby 
Bauer" ort-the-way, her dog Harlow 
Jean, also numerous cousins, aunts, 
uncles and friends. Preceded in death 
by her father William Brown, also her 
grandparents Maude & Cordell 
Brown. Visitation was Tuesday and 
Wednesday at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville.

www.davidcbrownfh.com

BUNDY, JANICE CAROL
70, o f North Lakeport, Michigan, died
Sunday,-May 22,-201 L-She-was-bora-—Rag^el, Caitlin, and Andrew Reid,
January 10, 1941 in Saginaw to the 
late Clifford and Margaret Richards. 
She married Donald Bundy on August 
20, 1960 in Port Huron. Mrs. Bundy 
was a teacher with the Livonia School 
District prior to her retirement. She 
enjoyed gardening, sewing, quilting 
and was an avid reader and book club 
member. She is survived by her 
beloved husband, Donald; three chil
dren, David Bundy, Christine (Jaan) 
Douma and Dennis Bundy; six grand
children, Allison, Jake and Chloe 
Bundy, Jansen, Tenley and Harper 
Douma; two brothers, James (Jan) 
Richards and Steven (Lisa) Richards; 
and several nieces and nephews. 
Private graveside services will be held 
in Lakeport Cemetery. A memorial 
gathering for family and friends will 
be held this summer. Arrangements 
were by Pollock-Randall Funeral 

. Home, Port Huron. Memorials may 
be made to Blue Water Hospice, Port 
Huron. To send condolences, visit 

. pollockrandallfuneralhome.com

CRYDERMAN, W.G. “Bill”
May 27, 2011, age 88 . Beloved hus
band of Barbara & the late Joyce. 
Visitation at O’Brien/Sullivan Funeral 
Home, Novi, Tues., May 31, 10am 
until time of memorial service at 11am

KILLION, DONNA J.
Age 71 of Livonia. Beloved wife of 
James. Cherished mother of Jennifer 
(Robert) Alien, Jessica (Robert) 
McGrath and Jeannine (Jim) Rintala. 
Proud grandma of James, Grace, Julia, 
Gretchen, Olivia and Shay. Dearest 
sister of Linda (Lee) Damron, Judy 
(Dennis) Mathison and Michael 
(Sandra) Stanton. Dear sister-in-law to 
Tom (Carol) Killion. Preceded in 
death by her loving sister Mary Jo 
Moore. Also survived by many other 
loving family and friends. Visitation to 
be held Tuesday from 3pm-9pm at 
Fred Wood Funeral Home - Rice 
Chapel, 36100 5 Mile Rd Livonia (E. 
of Levan). Funeral Service Wednesday 
11am at Funeral Home. Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. Please visit online 
guestbook fredwoodfuneralhome.com
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OBITUARY 
POLICY

The first five "billed" lines of an 
obituary are published at no cost. 
All additional lines will be 
charged at $4 per line. You may 
place a picture of your loved one 
for an additional cost of only $6. 
Symbolic emblems may be 
included at no cost (example: 
American Flags, religious 
symbols, etc.)

D ead lin es:
Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday 

Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday

Obituaries rectiwd after these deadlines 
tfflbepbcsd in the next available issue.

e-mail your obit to 
oeobits@hometowniife.com 

tt fax to:
Attn: Obits c/o Char Wilson 

313-496-4968
For mom information call:

Char Wilson
586-826-7082 
or Liz Keiser 

586-977-7538
or toll he

L800-579-7355 I
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MORSE, WOODIE E.
May 27, 2011, age 93. Wife of the late 
Edward S. Nikolics and Donald G. 
Morse. Dear mother of Pamela 
Ambrose (Peter) and* Barbara J. 
Pruneau (Richard). Grandmother of 
Bill Freund Jr. (Susan), Jerred Pruneau, 
and Anastasia Pruneau. Great grand
mother of Lexie and Larsen Freund. 
Family will receive friends at A.J, 
Desmond & Sons (Vasu, Rodgers & 
Connell Chapel), 32515 Woodward 
(btwn 13-14 Mile), Thursday 2:00p.m. 
until funeral service 3:00p.m. 
Memorial tributes to the American 
Heart Association.
View obituary and share memories at:

www.DesmondFuneralHotne.com

Megan and Nathan Grant; loving sis
ter of Ronald Harris. She graduated 
from Ohio State in 1953 and began a 
successful teaching career. Lorene 
retired in 1995 from Avondale. School 
District after 32 years of service. She 
developed and directed the district’s 
Gifted and Talented Program, which 
included outstanding work with autis
tic students. In retirement she used 
her passion, to research her family’s 
history. Her enthusiasm and dedica
tion to genealogy took her many 
places not only around the U.S., but 
abroad, including England, Scotland 
and Germany. Lorene’s favorite 
things in the world were her genealo
gy research, teaching, coffee, playing 
bridge and of course, SHOES! A 
memorial will be held in her honor at 
The Radisson Kingsley, in Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan from l:00-4:00pm on 
June 12, 2011.In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made 
to Family History Center, 5574 
Castleton Drive, West Bloomfield, 
MI 48322. Share condolence and 
memories at sgrant@flexible-prod- 
ucts.com. All stories will collected 
and shared with the family.

TALMERS,
FREDERICK N., M.D. '

May 26, 2011, age 87, of Bloomfield 
Village. Beloved husband of Vicky 
for 51 years. Dear father of Margaret 
E. Talmers (Thomas J. Gallitano), 
Nicholas (Kelly) and Peter (Leah). 
Grandfather of Alexander, Lia and 
Nicholas Gallitano', Lily, Chloe, 
Sophia, James, Helen and Katherine 
Talmers. Brother o f Georgia Thurston 
(William), Virginia Soufleris (Janies), 
Socrates Tseckares (Gail), Charles 
Tseckares (Loma), and the late Rita 
Koutsos (Charles), William Talmers 
(Danae), Aristedes “Ted” Tseckares 
(Ann) and Julia Pingree (Thomas). 
Brother-in-law of Ellen Greanias 
(Chris), Stanley Stavropoulos (Rose 
Mary), Alex Stavropoulos (the late 
Linda) and the late Theodore 
Stavropoulos (Litsa). Also survived 
by many loving nieces and nephews. 
Family will receive friends at A.J. 
Desmond & Sons (Vasu, Rodgers & 
Connell Chapel), 32515 Woodward 
(btwn 13-14 Mile), Thursday 2-8p.m. 
Trisagion 7p.m. Funeral service 
Friday 11a.m. at St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church, 43816 Woodward 
Ave., Bloomfield Hills. Visitation 
begins at church 10:30a.m. Memorial 
tributes to the church. View obituary 
and share memories at:

www.DesmondFuneralHome.com

» ■  

R l.ll), I ORENE HARRIS
Of Bloomfield Hills, MI, passed away 
peacefully at home on May 20, 2011. 
Lorene was bom December 2nd 1931 
in Norman, Oklahoma, to Loyd Erwin 
and Maurine Dill Harris. She was the 
devoted wife of Glenn; loving mother 
of James Reid (Alexis), David Reid 
(Diane), Douglas Reid (Beth) and 
Sheri Reid Grant; proud grandmother 
of Erin Reid Barbossa, Emily, Mary, . . . 1 - , -  s r . - -

WARD, ROBERT (BOB)
Age 89, of Farmington Hills 

■Bea t  and formerly of Livonia and 
Novi. Passed away May 23, 
2011, at Botsford Hospital. 

Bob graduated from Northwestern 
High School, attended Lawrence Tech 
and worked as a manager at Western 
Electric for many years. Bob honor
ably served .in WWII in the Third 
Cavalry Reconnaissance. Beloved 
Husband of Helen for over 65 years. 
Loving Father of Thomas (Frances 
FitzGerald) o f Farmington Hills, Bill 
of Laurium, MI, Nancy Mininger of 
Christoval, TX and Betty (Ron) 
Rainville of Westborough, MA. Proud 
Grandpa of Wesley, Keely, Andrew, 
Scott, Ward and Yulia, and Great- 
Grandpa of Clinton and Trevor. Also 
survived by many other loving family 
and friends. Bob was preceded in 
death by his parents William and 
Grace and his brother Scott. Bob will 
be laid to rest at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in Holly, MI. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Salvation Army and/or The Gleaners 
Food Bank. The family would like to 
extend their special thanks to the staff 
of Botsford Hospital for their kind
ness, care and concern. A Celebration 
of Bob’s Life will be held at a later 
date. Funeral arrangements entrusted 
to Fred Wood Funeral Home-Rice 
Chapel Livonia, MI.

WATERMAN, MARY ANN
Longtime resident of Farmington; at 
71 years of age. Mary Ann is a retired 
attorney. She is the past president of 
the Farmington Art Foundation, and 
accomplished artist. Mary Ann won 
First Prize at the 2008 Spring Exhibit 
at the Costick Center. Mary Ann is 
survived by her beloved husband, 
Tom Kyle. Loving mother of Judith 
Hope Wort, John (Julia) Kyle, 
Richard (Michelle) Wort, Dawn 
(James) Holland, Jacci (David) 
DiCarlo and the late James Kyle 
(d.2001). Cherished grandmother of 
12 grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. Dear sister o f Richard 
(Sharon) Waterman, Judith (Ernest) 
Roy and Frances (Nick) Mikula. She 
is preceded in de^th by her brother,

. Lynn Paul Waterman, II. Cremation 
has taken place. Inurnment in 
Farmington's Historic Oakwood 
Cemetery. Memorial tributes may'be 
directed to Assarian Cancer Center, 
47601 Grand River, Novi, MI 48374. 
Arrangements entrusted to the 
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home, 
downtown Farmington 248-474-5200 

heeney-sundquist.com

W ILLE TTE,
M A R Y  JE A N  “M J”

May 25, 2011 age 87. Bom in 
Clarksburg WV. Beloved wife of the 
late Robert. Beloved mother of Tom 
(Bonnie), Robin DeYonker and the late 
Robert. Beloved grandmother of Alicia 
and Rocky. Dear sister of Dr. John 
Hess. Proceeded in death by her par
ents, John and Mary Hess. Member of 
Alpha Xi Delta Sorority. She loved to 
play Bridge, and was a Bridge “Life 
Master”. Private cremation services 
were arranged by Vermeulen Funeral 
Home-Plymouth.

To share memories please visit 
vermeulenfuneralhome.com.
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Sinus Care 101: Spring cleaning for your allergies
With the departure of the winter chill comes 

allergy season with all of its runny, scratchy, sneezy 
annoyances.

Stuffy nasal passages and plugged up sinuses 
are a common complaint and remedies can range 
from over-the-counter medication to sinus surgery 
in extreme cases.

Doctors at the Michigan Sinus Center offer the 
following tips to keep you breathing easier:

Before you consider other measures, one of the 
simplest things you can do is cut down on your 
exposure to allergens.

“Allergy avoidance is the key for patients with 
allergies,” stated Dr. Jeffrey Terrell, director of the 
Michigan Sinus Center and professor of otolar
yngology at the University of Michigan Medical 
School “It’s the real first step, because if  you can 
avoid the allergies you can avoid the symptoms.”

If pollen bothers you, keep your windows closed, 
change clothes and shower after doing yard work, 
and consider investing in an air purifier with a 
HEPA filter for your home.

Reducing your exposure to non-seasonal irri- - 
tants can help, too.

Most people spend more time in their bedrooms 
than in any other room in the house. Putting aller
gy covers on your pillows and mattress can help 
cut down on allergies to dust mites, which feed on 
skin flakes.

Kdo and Huffy may love sleeping in the bed . 
with you, but keeping them out of the bedroom 
will keep.their dander out, too. And if  your base
ment smells too much like a basement, you may 
have a mold problem, which can exacerbate aller
gies.

If you have chronic sinus stuffiness or discom
fort, testing for and treating underlying allergies is 
a critical step, said Dr. Melissa Pynnonen, associ
ate professor of otolaryngology at U-M.

“Treatment options can include medications, 
allergy avoidance and aflergy shots,” Pynnonen 
said. “Many medications for allergies are available 
without a prescription, including antihistamines 
likeZyrtec,

Allegra and Claritin, while other medications, 
such as nasal steroid sprays, require a prescrip
tion.”

One simple, cheap and effective weapon against 
sinus troubles is a salt-water rinse, said Dr. MarkA 
Zacharek, associate professor of Otolaryngology at U-M.

“They come in two varieties — a neti pot, which is like 
a little watering can — and aplastic squeeze bottle, which 
introduces the water with more force,” Zacharek said.

D i a b e t e s  a n d  

E r e c t i l e  D y s f u n c t i o n :  

T a k e  C o n t r o l
Erectile Dysfunction (ED) may be the 

most important diagnostic tool when 
it comes to general health in the baby- 
boomer population! Often times, it's the 
first symptom that men may notice and 
the one that leads them to the doctor. If a 
man is experiencing E.D., it is suggested 
that he be screened for more serious 
health conditions such as heart disease, 
hypertension, and diabetes.

Erectile dysfunction is a common 
complication of diabetes. Up to 85 
percent of men who have diabetes may 
experience E.D. The longer you've had 
diabetes and the more severe it is, the 
more likely you are to have trouble 

||| with erections. High blood sugar can 
permanently damage the nerves and 
blood vessels responsible for erections.

; • Recent advances and treatment 
methods have changed the

{ i t

t .

“The rinse helps to clear the nasal passages and keep them 
moisturized.”

If you’ve already been prescribed a steroid nasal spray, 
Terrel suggests you lean over the bottle while holding it 
straight, rather than tilting it up into your nostril. The

technique ensures the medicine gets deep into the nose.
The Michigan Sinus Center is located in Livonia. For 

more information, visit http://www.uofmhealth.org/medi- 
cal-services/noseandsinus or to make an appointment call 
(734)936-8051.

way both diabetes and 
E.D. are now treated. 
With regard to E.D., 
some treatments offer 
a temporary solution; 
others provide a more 
permanent way to 
resolve the problem. As a 
urologist specializing in . 
the treatment of B.D., my 
goal is to provide men 
with the information 
they need to find 
the solution that's 
most satisfying tor 
them—and their 
partner!
Schedule Your 
Free Consultation, 
Call Today!

J o h n  F . H a r b ,  M D
M a r ia n  P ro fession a l B ld g . 

14555 Levan  • S u ite  308 
L iv o n ia
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AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME-LIKE SETTING FOR 
ACTIVE/ALERT, FRAIL/RECOVERING, 

MEMORY IMPAIRED AND ALZHEIMER'S RESIDENTS.

• 24 Hour Professional Staffing
• Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
• 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
•  Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

• Planned Activities
• Beauty & Barber Shop
• On Call Nurse Practitioner
• Medication Management
• Incontinence Management

CANTON • (734) 453-3203
L o ca ted  a t  8121 L ille y  b e tw een  Jo y  &  W arren R o a d s  

CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
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ST. M A R Y  M E R C Y  
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Saint Joseph M i ic y  Heaiim System
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Join us for a day of education and fun!

Saturday, June 1 1  
I i  a m , * 3  p.m.

Si Mary Mercy Hospital - South Lobby

D IG D e r m a t o l o g y  
S p e c i a l i s t s  
O f  C a n t o n

A Hamzavi Dermatology & Ali A. Berry M.D PC Practice Andrea Schrieber, M.D.

Or. Andrea Schrieber joined our Canton 
location in September 2010. She 
graduated with highest distinction from 
the University of Michigan in 2002 and 
Wayne State University School of 
Medicine in 2006. She did her residency 
in dermatology at Wayne State 
University and subsequently became 
board certified in dermatology. Dr. 
Schrieber specializes in diseases of the 
skin, hair, and nails for all ages.

She is truly a local girl, completing 
kindergarten through residency in the 
Metro Detroit area. Dr. Schrieber is 
excited to meet you at our Canton facility.

Accepting New Patients!
•  General & Cosmetic Dermatology
•  Specializing in Adult, Neonatal & 

Pediatric Dermatology

•  Eczema, Psoriasis & Contact Dermatitis 
« Acne & Rosacea •  Hair Loss & Warts
•  Experts in Skin Cancer Detection
•  Laser & Light Treatment Experts
•  Facial Vein Laser Treatment
« Fiilers, Botox & Chemical Peels

CHERRY HILL

—J A

285 N. Lilley Road 
Canton, Mi 48187

734-495-1506
Cali to make an appointment 

Monday f Mdaj Sar-i-hpti 
IV? acctifit M int msmancds!
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Join many other seniors, families and friends for 
a  day that includes information on a variety of 
health topics, health screenings, speakers, exercise 
demonstrations, a  cooking demonstration, lunch 
and giveaways. Hear from our physician experts.

All activities are freel

Heatth iEducatfon
>« Heart Health 
*■ Wound Care
*  Eye and Ear Care
* Stroke Awareness -  meet 

our robot, B.U.S.T.E.R.!
*  Podiatry and Physical 

Rehabilitation
» Women's Health
* Geriatric Assessment 
. Center and more

P r e s t f t f a f i c i f t s  ; .

« Fall Prevention
* Orthopedics and Joint 

Replacement
*  Healthy Aging Strategies 
» Insurance, Medicare and

Health Care Reform

» Hecdth screenings
balance, blood 
pressure,bone density,
depression

*  E x e r c is e  
d e m o n s t r a t io n s  
strength and stretching 
exercises, yoga

* Cooking 
demonstration
simple, healthy cooking

* F ree  boxed lunches, 
prizes and g i v e a w a y s

* And many other 
participating area 
resources!

10:30 a.m.- .4 i
!2 :3 C p .m . 'ki

S p e a k e r s  d n d ' ;  | :

O e m o m t r a t lo p s ; 1 :

11 p „ tp ;. 

F r e e  L u n eh i; ^  .

1

S p e a k e r s  a n d

D e m o n s t r a t e d - :

Pre-registration is preferred. Please cail 734-655-2929 
to register or request more information. For a 
complete list of exhibitors and activities, visit our 
web site at stmarymercy.org/SeniorHealthFair

Thanks to our sponsors; Marycrest Heights, Arden Courts, 
Home Instead (Lunch Sponsors); Hearing Center of 
Excellence, Heartland Subacute Rehab, ComforCare,
Ray’s Drugs, Orthopedic Institute of Michigan, Yogamedics, 
and Michigan Eye Institute; and Uvonia Senior Center, 
Farmington Costick Center, HVA UfeUnk, The Senior Alliance - 
Area Agency on Aging and Uvonia Family YMCA, ■
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