SUNDAY

May 15, 2011

The Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers

Volume 46
- Number 102

$1.00

WHERE THE BOYS
"ARE (OR AREN'T):

NON-TRADITIONAL JOBS FOR MEN AND WOMEN
SEE CLASSIFIEDS - SECTION C

Look lnsxde for money saving couponsl

MORE THAN |
$135 WORTH

OBSERR

A GANNETT COMPANY

hometownlife

com

201 ACADENIC

SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

AROUND
TOWN

Energy savings
Westland Mayor William Wild

-will be hosting a kickoff event

Tuesday, May 17 to announce

the Neighborhood Energy-

Savmgs Outreach program

for Norwayne

residents,

homeowners

and renters,
The event.

will be held

- atSpamat

| the Dorsey

- Community

Center at 32715

Venoy,
| Residents
canjoin the

mayor, DTE
Enerqgy and Consumers Energy
~insigning up for the free
Neighborhood Energy-Savings
Qdtreach programwhichis
being offered fo the entire
Norwayne community. Starting
on June 1, the NESC program *
will be expanded and offered
community wide. - -
DTE Energy will provide
- simple energy-saving improve-
ments and a better under-
standing of energy costs.
Consumers Energy will giso
provide pipe wrapping devices.
Residents will be to takecon- -

~trofof theirenergy Useand~

“ make their hiomes more energy

~efficient, ,
© “These days we are alllooke

ing for waysto-make fife more
affordable,” said Wild, “One »of\

- the ways our ity is

helping its residents take
control of their energy costsis
by partnering with DTE Energy
and Consumers Energy to
‘offer a Neighborhood Energy-
Savings Outreach program.”

For residents who choose fo

Dorsey, eastof -

participate in the program, DTE

Energy will assess the energy
efficiency of their homes and
discuss ways to lower energy
costs. In dddition, DTE Energy
-and Consumers Energy will
share the cost of the water
saving devices. They wilf pro-
fessionally install free energy-
andwater-saving products
inhomes, including ENERGY
STAR® compact fluorescent

~ light bulbs, water-saving show-

¢f heads, water-saving faucet
aerators in the kitchen and
bath and hot water pipe wrap.
A Home Energy Consultation

can be scheduled at the kickoff

event or by cai%mg (877)497-
L 29

Young anglerscanhave 8

thance o catch some fish dur-~

inga fishing derby Saturday,
May 21, at the Waterford Bend
Area of Hines Park in Northville.
" Allkids ages 12 and younger
are welcome to have some fish-
ing fun and win prizes 8am.
to noon. The Rouge River will
be stocked with rainbow trout
and a casting contest will take
place. All anglers need to bring
their own equipment and bait. -
The event is co-sponsored -
by the Vietnam Veterans of
American - Plymouth Canton
Chabter 528 and Northville

~ Hearing looks at |mped|ments to home buying

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

There was a time when deed restric-
tions like allowing homes to be sold
only to white Christians, for example,
weré used to limit who could buy a
home in a particular subdivision.

Those discriminatory and illegal
deed restrictions are gone now but

there are other impédiments that can
make it difficult for people to buy -
homes. The nature of those impedi-
ments will be the subject of a public
hearing at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 18,
hosted jointly by Westland, Livonia
and Redford Township.

“The hearing is required by HUD
(the federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development) but they

L

allow the communities to collaborate
on requirements such as these,” said
Westland Community Development
Director Joanne Inglis, “It’s cost sav-
ing and benefits as well through shar-
ing expertise.”

The joint public hearmg will be held
at the offices of the Livonia Housing
Commission, 10800 Farmington
Road, Livonia. The public hearing

will feature data on population and
housing characteristics, fair housing
considerations, impediments and fair
bousing strategies.

“Under the Fair Housing laws, which
are similar to civil rights laws, there
are protected classes like race, age,
religion and disability,” said Inglis.

Please see HOUSING, A2

After some rain delays, crews were back at work on the remediation and restoration of Central City Park.

Crews back to work at Central City Park

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Crews were back working at Central
City Park last week following some
delays due to rainy weather.

“They are working with three crews
— that’s an extra crew — to help catch
up. We were shut down, especially
about a week and a half ago, due to
the rain,” said Westland Parks and
Recreation Director Robert Kosowski.
“They can’t put equipment out there

(when it is wet).”

Pre-construction meetings with
contact ABC Paving of Trenton were
held earlier in the month.

“The wet weather put them back.

‘about 30 days,” said Westland Mayor

William Wild. “They set the grade last
year, so they are hesitant to get out

.there with equipment in the soft soil.”

The crews are finalizing the grad-
ing and putting in the rest of the geo-
textile layer, along with getting final
grades for the retention pond and pre-

paring the methane gas trench. The
next step will be bringing in a 12-inch
layer of top soil which will be hydro-

‘seeded in some areas and sod placed

in other sections.

" While the contract requires ABC
Paving to complete work on the park
in June, that doesn’t mean the park
would then be ready for public use.

“We want the park open. It will take
couple of months for the grass root
system to take hold,” said Kosowski.

The contractor began working at

the park last fall on the remedia-
tion and restoration of Central City
Park which has been closed January
2006 due to the lead contamination
that came from various sources and
concerns about methane gas in areas
used as a landfill. A passive ventila-
tions trench and several monitoring

_probes will address the methane gas

issues.
The remediation effort is focusing .

Please see PARK, A2 -

Westland man bound over for trial in pedeétria’n fatality

BY LEANNE ROGERS ing Cherry Hill southbound
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER at Wildwood at about 10 p.m.
when she was hit,
A Westland man has been Hearings for Hinz, described

ordered bound over for trial
on a charge of involuntary
manslaughter in the death
of a pedestrian struck by his

in court by his attorney as hav-
ing diminished mental capabil-
ities and as being a resident ofa
group home, had been delayed.

dent scene.

Corby of the Traffic Bureau
whoinvestigated the accident
and Officer Robert Fruit, who
interviewed Hinz at the acci-

Immediately following
the accident, Hinz told Fruit
multiple versions of how the

at the light,” said Corby. :
Staying at her father’s nearby
home, Beaver was reported to
be walking to a nearby con-
venience store when she was
killed. Police said that one of
versions of the accident from
Hinz was that heran ared

system at the time of the acci-
dent, police said.

* Free on $12,500 cash/surety
bond, Hinz is scheduled for
‘Wayne County Circuit Court
arraignment May 28.

Following the fatal accident,
the Michigan Secretary of

State automatically reviewed
Hinz’s driver’s license and
decided to let him keep his
license.

vehicle, to allow a competency exami- accident occurred, accordingto  light at the intersection. There
Terry Albert Hinz, 44, is nation, The hearing proceeded  testimony. were no witnesses to the acci-

charging with fatally injuring ~ in 18th District Court after “The prosecutor had dent, police said.

Patricia Beaver, 19, of Sumpter ~ Hinz was found competent. aunique argument. Her Toxicology reports showed

Township on Aug, 4, 2010. Witnesses included (Beaver’s) father testified that that neither Hinz or Beaver

Police said Beaver was cross-

Westland police Sgt. Patrick

she was in the habit of crossing

Free Senior Expo is Tuesday

had drugs or aleohol in their.

irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428

Join hundreds of senior
adults, their families and
friends from 9 a.m. to 2

matter how far aWay they may
be and Larry is the guy to
show you how to get started.

p.m. Tuesday, May 17 for the
Observer & Eccentric annual
Spring Senior Expo.

O&E Web Editor Larry
Ruehlen will be on hand to
answer web-based questions
about hometownlife.com
and help seniors who want to

Photojournalist John

Entertainment Network of

Southfield will host this ver-

sion of Senior Feud (a fun
spoof of the original show

Includes regular cleaning,

Heider will be on hand to
shoot a video montage of
seniors at the event. Stop by
the O&E exhibit booth for
more information.
Tuesday’s event features
more than 60 exhibitors,

Family Feud). This realistic,
high-tech game show system
has it all — questions, sound

. effects, real digital scoring
and lots of prizes. Throughout
the expo, The Entertainment
Network will have fun-filled
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-~ Register on site for the - and Twitter. Facebook is a demonstrations. Learna including name that tune, TV
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“0“5'“6 lies. Generally, families pay
30 percent of their income
FROM PAGE A1 towards rent but Inglis said

. “Handicapped people are
definitely one protected class.
A big part of this is redlin-
ing. Like if all of the disabled
people in Westland lived south
of Michigan Avenue. Redlining
isn’t happening in any of our
communities.”

The Fair Housing Analysis of
Impediments is a requirement
for communities that want to
receive federal Community -
Development Block Grant
funds. Itis normally done on
a five-year cycle, but HUD
allowed another year so 2010
census figures could be used.

“The ability of low income
people to apply for loans and
affordable housing is one of
the biggest impediments,
income isn't a protected class
under the law,” said Inglis.
“The intent of this is to provide
opportunities for housing.”

Those opportunities can
come in different ways. Livonia
has public housing units which
have subsidized rents. Those
subsidies stay with the unit
and would be lost when a per-
son moves out.

Westland handles more than
$7 million federal funds annu-
ally with a housing voucher
program, serving 1,000 fami-

that can vary, depending on
their income.

“That is a tenant-based
program. The federal voucher
families can live anywhere
although 35 percent of the
families we serve live in
Westland,” said Inglis.

Along with the public hear-
ing in Livonia, residents and
other interested parties can

. complete a Fair Housing -

Survey, found on the City of
Westland website at www.
cityofwestland.com, under
Choose Service/Community
Development Survey.
Written comments regard-
ing the draft Analysis to
Impediments should be
sent to the City of Westland,
Department of Housing and ~
Community Development,
32715 Dorsey, Westland, M1
48186. Copies of materials
to be discussed during the
public hearing are available
for review at the Westland .
Housing and Community
Development Department dur-
ing normal business hours.
For more information , call
the Housing and Community
Development Department at
(734) 595-0288, Ext. 3711

Irogers@hometowmife.com 1(313) 222-5428

Self-sufficiency program
gets federal grant

The Westland Housing
Commission’s Family Self-
Sufficiency Program is on the
receiving end of a $33,069 fed-
eral grant.

The FSS program assists
Housing Voucher Program
participants with education,
job training and financial
counseling to achieve financial
independence.

- The grant will assist 25
Housing Commission par-
ticipants. The Housing
Commission partners

with Wayne Metropolitan
Community Action Agency to
provide supportive services
for participants. The Housing
Commission has assisted 25
families who have graduated
from the program since its
inception.

“This grant will open many
doors of opportunity to our
residents by helping them cre-
ate an independent, sustain-

able and successful future,”
said Westland Mayor Wllham
Wwild.

Families currently receiv-
ing Housing Voucher rental
assistance from the Westland
Housing Commission can
apply. They must be willing
to meet with the program
manager through Wayne
Metropolitan Community
Action Agency at the Dorsey
Center, prepare an Individual
Development Plan that lists
their interests and goals,
and participate in activi-
ties to meet their goals such.
as attending classes or job
training. Currently, there are
open positions. If more fami-
lies apply than space allows,
a waiting list will be created.

For more information,
call Westland Community

. Development Director

Joanne Inglis at (734) 595-
0288.
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Starting at ‘
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It fooks barren now but before fong grass should be growing again at Central City Park.

PARK

FROM PAGE A1

on the 12 acres in the east-
ern part of the park. Plans
approved by the Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources and Environment
call for mitigation of lead
contamination by regrading
and installation of a geotex-

tile membrane covered by 12
inches of soil.

Once that portion of the
project is completed, soccer
fields and a walking path will
be installed with pavilions,
restrooms and a concession
stand to follow.

The city has applied for
a $500,000 grant from
the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources and
Environment to fund the
construction of the proposed

park pavilion. The Westland
Farmers Market is moving
to the City Hall parking lot
in anticipation of eventually
relocating to Central City
Park after a pavilion is con-
structed.

Last year, Westland
accepted ownership of the.
33-acre park from Wayne
County after having leased it
for a number of years. Wayne
County is funding the $2.5
million project for the 12 acres

but remediation for the other

approximately 21 acres was
cost-prohibitive. As a result,

. that area will be restricted for

the foreseeable future.
For updates on the park
project, visit www.cityof-

- westland.com or look for

updates, beginning Monday,
on the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department
Facebook page.

Irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428

EXPO

FROM PAGE A1

trivia and more. Come play
and win.

Best of all everything is free
— admission, parking, morn-
ing refreshments, workshops,
presentations and more. The
first 25 people in line at 8:55
a.m. will receive a small gift.

Low bidder bl

" BY LEANNE ROGERS

Baby boomers turn-
ing 65 this year or next are
invited to come learn about
Medicare and Social Security.
Exhibitors are experts in vari-
ous areas, including finance,
retirement, housing, legal
issues, health care, identity

" theft and more. You can even

get a complimentary jewelry
consultation from the staff at
Orin Jewelers.

asts Library

The expo is sponsored by
the Observer & Eccentric/
Hometown Newspapers and
Schoolcraft College.

Relax and take advantage of
our special Senior Expo Red
Trolley Service scheduled at
the following locations:

*Canton Leisure Services,

. 46000 Summit Parkway,
“pickuap at 7: 46 a.m. and 9:45
a.m.

*Westland Senior Resources
Center (the Friendship Center),
1119 Newburgh Road, pickup at
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

*Livonia Civic Park Senior
Center, 15218 Farmington .
Road, pickup at 9 and 11 a.m.

Trolley seats are limited, so
RSVP is a must. Call Choya
Jordan at (313) 222-2412 or
e-mail her at chjordan@home-
townlife.com to reserve a seat.

Board's contract decisions

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

- The owner of a Westland landscaping
business isn’t happy that a Romulus firm
was hired to take care of the grounds at
the William P. Faust Library despite his -
company submitting a lower bid.

“I'm licensed, I pay taxes. I question
who makes this decision? What kind of
sense does this make,” said Chris Rice,
owner of Owen’s Landscaping, at the
Westland Library Board meeting. “I dont
know if you're paid, but if you are, you
should be ashamed of yourself. We sup-
port you (through property taxes) but you
don’t support us.”

‘With his landscaping business and
home in Westland, along with four other
buildings he owns, Rice said his summer
property tax bill is over $92,000.

Rice wasn't at the April board meeting
where the bid was awarded after lengthy
discussion. His bid for basic services, such
as mowing, edging and fertilizing, was

"just over $1,000 less than the next bidder

W.H. Canon which is based in Romulus.

The library was using the city’s bidding
process and as board members noted,
didn’t know where any of the bidders were
located.

A main pointin favor of using W. H
Canon was that the low bidder had
already received a contract to handle
landscaping maintenance for the
Downtown Development Autherity and
Tax Increment Financing Authority,
including Central City Parkway where the
library is located. '

“There is o requirement to automati-

_cally go with the low bidder. There was

discussion about who would be awarded
the bid,” said Michael McNamara, assis-
tant city attorney.

The difference between the first and
second bidders for the library landscaping
work — expected to total about $93,000
in a year — wasn't that large, he said. By
using the same contractor as the DDA-

TIFA, McNamara said the hope was that
there would not be finger-pointing, if
there were problems, for example sprin-
kler heads being damaged or arguing over
where one company’s area ended and the
other’s began.

The library purchasing policy doesn’t
include language that the city has to give
preference to local vendors, if their bid is
within 5 percent of the low bidder.

Rice left the meeting beforeithe section
of the agenda when board members.could
respond. He did comment that he had
heard from the Mayor’s Office that Canon
was preferred due their contract to main-
tain Central City Park.

Library Board members Rebecca Kelly
and Duane Moody both commented that
knowing the low bidder was located in
Westland would likely have been a factor
in their decision. The contract is for one
year.

BUDGET HEARING NOTICE

Academy of Westland will be holding its annual

budget hearing on May 24,2011 .

at 6:00 p.m. The location will be at

300 Henry Ruff Rd., Westland, MI 48186

The budget is available for public inspection

at the same address. The meeting

will be conducted in accordance with
the Open Meetings Act.

Publish: May 15,2011 OENB740735.241.5
T

frogers@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-5428
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Westland man looks for 1nformat10n Dorsey Center offars
about open heart surgery in 1950

. BYSUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Doctors have told David Hatty
he has the heart of a 25-year-old
and that’s with having several
heart attacks, triple bypass sur-
gery and even an operation to .
place stents in his veins. But the
most important heart operation
he had came when he was 11
years old.

In the fall 6f 1950, doctors at
Children’s Hospital in Boston
successfully performed open
heart surgery, repairing his
aorta which was too small to
adequately pump blood: Had
. the surgery not been done, Hatty
said he most likely would not
have lived much beyond age 20.

“My mom told me the doc-
~ tors told her it hadn’t been done
* before, but they knew what to
do,” said the Westland resident.
“Back then you had blind faith in
doctors. They would make every-
thing good — get this operation,
it'll take care of the problem and
you'll be well. I was a guiriea pig.”

‘Now age 72, David Hatty is
telling his story, urged on'by
his son, Daniel, who is scout-
ing the Internet to see if there is
information about the remark-
able operation, spurred on by
. a Detroit, Medical Center ad
that talks about the birth of
open heart surgery at Harper
University Hospital in 1952.

- “Idid asearchonlineand .
thought I saw 1948, then I saw
first ever successful one was in
1952, but my dad’s was in 1950,”
said Daniel Hatty, “Grandma
didn’t want all the notoriety.”

“Her comment was tolet
someone else get the credit,
she was a little shy,” added
David’s wife Mary, who has
faxed paperwork to the hospital,
including the medical record
number on the card which lists
appointments in September and
October 1950, in hopes of getting
information about the surgery.

“We want to see if the war-
-ranty is up,” said David Hatty,
adding that “Mom didn’t want
anything.”

PAIN IN THE LEG

David Hatty’s brush with
medical history started when he
was age 9. The youngster had a
pain in his leg and his mother
took him to the pediatrician:
While examining his entire body,
the doctor discovered the prob-
lem with his aorta. When he was
11, his father drove him and his
mother to Boston where doctors
performed the operation free of
charge.

“I didn’t know what was goirg
on,” said Hatty. “From what
learned later on my heart wasn't
pumping enough blood and I
suspect between age 14 and 20
would have been dead. I had the
pain for a year and a half and it
then it was gone.”

David Hatty’s father returned
to Detroit to work. A baby sit-
ter was found to take care of his
four siblings while he and his
mother stayed with relatives
in Brookline, Mass. He was
hospitalized for a month and
then spent another two months
recovering before they returned
to Detroit by train.

He really didnt know much
about what was happening.
When he got to Boston, he
thought the operation was for his
leg, What he remembers of the
experience is things like waking
up and seeing the big light over-
head and being in a large ward

" with a TV at the far end “so we

could look at the test pattern.”

Tiime To Think Spring

Eniw Eariy Bird Savings & Installation!

Play Sets From $599
 Trampolines From $659

" Sale Ends 512112011 ;
; &zﬁ&rﬁ

EEFERIFHER

) o The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
wewe DoBHOspRBLOU 3047 W 12 Wi, Berkley 2485639115 Mon S 10530, Ths 1069, Suy12:4

o

2 Jumpsport

Boardmg &
Greoming

Lo

With

Spay, Neuter and
Dental Work

LOW COST VACCINE CLINIC
/ _Stamng A‘t $29 00 {Ne office fee)
: W ;

s Sat. 10-1 pm

‘Free' Ofﬁce Visit

($29.00 Value) New Clients Only.
. With C: oupon
Heartworm Test Specml
$22t0 $27

With purchase of 12 or 6 month heartworm tablets
Coupon
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A select number of homeowners in
Wayne County and the surrounding areas -
will be given the opportunity to have a lifetime
| Erie Metal Roofing System installed on their {
home at a reasonable cost. :

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will
you receive the best price possible, but we
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An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler
in the summer and warmer in the winter.
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THREE-FOOT-LONG SCAR -

And of course, there’s the
three-foot-long scar that
stretches across his chest and
up under his arm. It attracted a
lot of attention over the years.

“I'd see a doctor and he'd
drag me into the examining
room, he’d say Tve never seen
anything like that,” David
Hatty said. “T was leavmg the -
Army and they we're checking
me out. They said they didn't
think I'd be accepted. I said
that was fine because I was
getting out.”

And then there was the fact

- that he had to see a pediatri-

cian until he was 18 years old.
It goes without saying that
the operation was a success. He
played football in high school
— the doctor told him his scar
looked like a zipper — and has
been an assistant coach with
CYO programs at schools like
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Mary Hatty
laughs at
her husband
David who
wants to see
if “warranty
isup”on
open heart
surgery

he had
Children's
‘Hospital of
Boston in
1950.

St. Michael’s in Livonia where
the eighth-grade team won

10 championships, and St.
William of Walled Lake. He
also coached women’s softball
for 20 years and has been walk-
ing four-five miles a day for a
similar amount of time.

“It hasn’t stopped me from
doing thmgs,” he said. “They
took me in the Army, so it must
have been successful.”

The Hattys hope to find out
more from the Boston hospital.
In the meantime, they celebrate
its success.

“I'm not sure what led my
parents to believe in this,” said
David Hatty. “Tt all started with
a pain in the leg. It’s a miracle.
If my mother had been scared
to have me have the heart sur-
gery, today may be a lot differ-
ent”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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homeowner workshops

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Homeowners having prob-
lems with their mortgages

_can get information about

their options at the Dorsey
Center 6-7 p.m. Tuesday,
May 24.

“We've talked about doing
this. We've had workshops,
but this is more individual-
ized. It’s very one-on-one,”
said Westland Community
Development Director
Joanne Inglis.

In-the first of what may
become monthly sessions,
homeowners can attend
a free loan modification
and short sale workshop
offered by National Faith
Homebuyers. The session is
described as offering real
options to the homeowner’s
situation.

The featured speakers
will include Linda Miller of
National Faith Homebuyers,
a Michigan State Housing
Development Authority cer-

- tified foreclosure counselor

and Annette Compo of WIR
Real Estate 411.

Although the Dorsey
Center has hosted a couple of
mortgage workshops, Inglis
said thrgughout the foreclo-
sure crisis she has received
few calls from people need-
ing help with mortgages.

“Mostly I get inquiries
about affordable housing,”
she said.

For some time, Westland’s

o
&
£,
[+
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“  EXCLUDES RIBBON BY THE YARD.
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+ Garden Decor

“~ Spring -

Categories Shown

John Deere &
© Coca Cola
Garden Decor

William P. Faust Public
Library had hosted one-
‘on-one meetings.with a
foreclosure counselor from
the Wayne County Fight
Mortgage Foreclosure
Program. Homeowners can
schedule a private 30-minute
session with a counselor to
help avoid or manage a mort-
gage foreclosure.
At arecent Library Board
meeting, a map covered with
- points showing locations of
homeowners assisted by the
program was displayed. The
one-on-one sessions have
proved to be popular and
attracts homeowners from
all over the area.
“They were here every
other Monday for a three-

" hour slot. There would

consistently be four to five
people (at each session) for
about a year and a half with
this format,” said Interim
Library Director Marilyn
Kwik. “We're getting a won-

" derful response. It doesn’t

matter where they live. We
don’t even take a last name
(when people reserve a spot)
— just their first name for a
reminder call.”

To register for the upcom-
ing program at the Dorsey
Community Center, 32715
Dorsey south of Palmer
and east of Venoy, call (313)

' 878-5418 or send an e-mail to

lindamiller@nationalfaith.org.

Irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
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Glenn NHS helps MHS with canister drive

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Life will be a little brighter for
homeless animals thanks to a
~ donation to the Michigan Humane
Society from John Glenn High -
School’s National Honor Society.
The students presented MHS rep-
resentative Nicole Reno Senczyszyn
" with a check for more than $1,068
last Wednesday, money the 63
mermbers raised as part of a two-
week long canister drive in April.

The collection was the idea of
senior John Tufnell who was in need
of an activity to fulfill his commu-
nity service hours. He wanted to do

- something big that would benefita
lot of people, and his mother sug-
gested MHS.

“I was going to do a food drive,
but decide to give them money so
they can use for what they need,” he
said. “Tm honestly surprised we got
that kind of turnout. I thought we
mxght get $300. This is very 1mpres—
sive”

" “It was a good community proj-
ect, it was a good idea,” said NHS
adviser Kristine Drews. “Usually we
do a big one for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, but the officers
wanted to do something different.

One of my accelerated biology class-

es took on raising money for them, 1
didn’t want them left in the dust.”
According to Tufnell, the students
made their own collection boxes
and moved around the school for
- two weeks getting donations. Some
students went around during last
month’s parent-teacher conferences,
others did collections at home.
To motivate students, Drews
added a challenge to the collec-

Representative Nicole Reno Senczyszyn (left) gladly poses with the National Honor Society members who did a two-week
colfection on behalf of the Michigan Humane Saciety.

tion drive. The top three students
and the best decorated collection
box received prizes. Junior Cathy
Ionescu raised the most — $255
~— and received a $20 Westland
Shopping Center gift card. She
took the collection one step fur--
ther by using a bottle drive in her
neighborhood to boost her final
total, Drews said.
Second place went to Lila May,
while NHS president Angela
Altimus was third. ‘
A'group of teachers decided who
had the best decorated collection
box. That honor went to Ediana
Hoxhallari, who covered her box
with hand-drawn pictures of cats
and dogs and dog footprints and
encircled the donation slot with a
Pennies for Paws request.
Community service is what NHS

Livonia Public Schools
Opens Renowned Academically Talented Program

to Out-of-District Students

members do. In addition to having
a minimum 3.5 grade point aver-
age, they have to submit a letter
about leadership roles they have .
served in, have a letter of recom- -
mendation and some previous
community service experience to
be recommended for the honor
society. As members, they have

_complete 12 individual community

service hours, they also doing it
with the entire group and attend
five meetings. In addition to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma soci-
ety collection, the NHS has done
cleanup around the high school
and done a collection for Toys for
Tots. This past Christmas, they
donated the toys to the families
who were displaced by a massive
fire at the Waynewood apartment
complex just before Christmas.

Twenty seats are open to students entering st or 2nd grade in fall 2011,

Limited Registration window: May 9 - May 23, 2011

'vaoma Public Schools is opening its Alternative Classtooms for the Academically Talented (ACAT)
program to Limited Schools of Choice for the 2011-12 school year.
This program is geared toward academically talented students

looking for a specialized learning experience.
Registration will be open from May 9-May 23, 2011 at Webster Elementary,
32401 Pembroke, Livonia 48152 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday

All candidates MUST meet the ACAT selection testing criteria.

For complete information on the application process,

visit www.livoniapublicschools.otg or

Since the collection drive was

done by the entire group, it doesn’t

- count toward Tafnell’s community
service hours, That doesn’t bother
him in the least. In fact, he’s hop-
ing the group will considered
doing the collection drive again
next year.

“P'd like to see it done again,” he:
said. “If we do it this year, they could
do it next year. The could make it
a challenge to do better than this
year.”

Drews said she would consider
asking next year’s officers if they

~ would like to do it “in John's honor.”
" “Pm proud of them, especially
with these tough times and the con-
ditions our students are facing,” she
said.

’ smason@home?owmife‘com 1{313) 222-6751

ACHIEVERS

Defiance College in Ohio
has awarded an Achievement
Scholarship to Silvia Carene of
Westland for the 2011—2012 aca-
demic year.

Carone, the daughter of
Michael and Brenda Carone, is
a student at Wayne Memorial
High School.

Carone

Alex M. Lickliter of Westland
has received a bachelor of business adminis-

tration degree from Northwood University in
Midland.

Lindsey Grudnicki of Westland, attended the
Western Pennsylvania Regional Conference of
Phi Alpha Theta, held in March held at Grove -
City College. Grudnicki was one of four Ashland .-
University students that attended, along with
John Moser, associate professor of history.

Phi Alpha Theta is the national honor society
for history. Each year the honor society spon-
sors a series of regional conferences. Since there
wasn’t an Ohio Regional Conference this year,

‘the group decided to attend the one for Western

Pennsylva,ma

“Grudnicki, the daughter of Michael and Linda
Grudnicki, is majoring in history. She presented
a paper entitled “The Constitution of 3 May and
the destruction of Poland.”

Ashland University is a mid-sized, private
institution conveniently located a short distance
from Akron, Cleveland, and Columbus, Ohio.

Melissa Schmidt of Westland was a among
ateam of 11 Saginaw Valley State University
students who devoted their spring break to shar-
ing fun with patients at a veteran’s hospital in
Nashville, Tenn.

The students were volunteers through the
Tennessee Valley Healthcare System, engaging
in recreational and other activities with veter-
ans. The trip was part of SVSU’s Alternative
Breaks program, a drug- and alcohol-free stu-
dent-led organization that sends service groups -
on weeklong trips during winter and spring
breaks. )

Schmidt is majoring in social work SVSU.

Wanted for Driving Study
Y e e e aaenon ey ™

* Are between 21 and 35 years of age with a
valid driver’s license
-+ Drive at least 2 times per week

Participate in a study festing new vehicle technologies
on the General Motors test-track in Milford, M.
Compensation provided at $20 per hour,
Expected to last two to three hours.

Your do’ra will be kept strictly conﬁdem‘iol.

QEC8739683

contact Webster School at 734-744-2795.

If you are interested in hearing more
Please contaci us at: 540-231-1583 or email us at: dnvers@vﬂl vi.edu
‘ Reference “LAADS study”
~Allinquiries welcome!

) VirginiaTech
TRANSPORTATION
INSTITUTE

$G TRANEFORTATION WITH TROHEDLOSY
www.vitivi.edu

RRIVIN

AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME-LIKE SETTING FOR
- ACTIVE/ALERT, FRAIL/RECOVERING,
MEMORY IMPAIRED AND ALZHEIMER'S RESIDENTS.

New and returning camp staff
will be available
for campers to meet!

T-Ball, Coach Pitch and Baseball
Registration now available! -

¢ Planned Activities

+» 24 Hour Professional Staffing

o Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free * Beauty & Barber Shop
* 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day ¢ On Call Nurse Practitioner
¢ Daily Housekeeping & Laundry * Medication Management

~ » Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard ¢ Incontinence Management

CANTON e (734) 453-3203
Lacated at 8121 Ltlley between Joy & Warren Roads
‘ CrystalCreekAsswtedemg com ;
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Hills couple wil visit their school in Africa, gifts in hand

BY STACY JENKINS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Friends of
Rouge seek
volunteers for
annual Rescue

Like a tapestry of goodwill, things
are coming together, piece by piece,
for Paul and Nancy Berrigan.

The Farmington Hills couple, who
has opened a secondary school in
Chelekura, a remote area in the east
African nation of Uganda, about four
hours east of the country’s capital,
Kampala, will return there in June,

" bearing gifts.

About 2,000 of them.

The gifts are colorful, cotton,
handmade dresses for the girls of
Chelekura.

“Bach one is cuter than the next,”
said Nancy Berrigan, who was con-
tacted by Joan Mountford of Canton,
after reading an article in the
Observer about the John Paul School
built by the Berrigans.

Mountford sews the dresses and
gives them to the Berrigans. She
came up with the idea of sewing
the dresses out of fabric or pil-
low cases, when she saw the Little
Dresses for Africa nonprofit set up
at the Summit in Canton. She knew,
from reading the newspaper story,
that the Berrigans would return to
Africa, so she contacted them to
see if they’d be interested in taking
some dresses.

Nancy Berrigan, of course, said
they would love to take dresses for

Friends of the Rouge is seeking volun-
teers for its 25th anniversary Rouge Rescue
2011 on Saturday, June 4.

Schools, businesses, church congrega—
tions, organizations and individuals are
invited to participate in helping to improve
the health of the Rouge River Watershed.

Friends of the Rouge anticipate having
approximately 35 work sites along the four
major branches of the Rouge River for the
annual volunteer river cleanup. People
interested in participating can visit Friends
of the Rouge website at www.therouge.org
for more information and site locations.

In 1986, the Rouge River was designated
by the federal government as one of the
worst polluters of the Great Lakes. Today,
the Friends of the Rouge dream of one day -
utilizing the river as a recreational resource
has become more attainable. With the cit-
ies doing their part in storm water pollu-
tion prevention, it is more important than
ever to inform the citizens of the watershed

- that their actions affect the Rouge River. |

Friends of the Rouge was incorporated
in 1986 as a 501(c)3 organization in order
to assist in the Rouge River Project by

JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

the girls. : Paul and Nancy Berrigan sort throuqh the colorful, handmade dresses they will take with them to Africa. conducting public outreach programs and -
“It’s exciting,” she said. “I just cant : educating local citizens about our water-
wait to see their faces.” shed and the impact that their actions have

Mountford and Nancy Berrigan
have become fast friends, and
Berrigan has collected fabric from
her church, St. Fabian Catholic
Church, for Mountford to continue
creating the adorable dresses.

Mountford, who has made about
70 so far, is happy to do it.

" “Pm just really having a good time,”

said Mountford. “T try to make one a
day, but sometimes I can make five in
a day.” She pictures the girls enjoying
the dresses.

“I know some little child is going
to really enjoy it and appreciate it for
at least a year,” she said, noting that’s
- how long, or longer, they'll wear the

dresses. “A lot of the kids have noth-
ing else — no nightgowns, no change
of clothes.”
~ She purposely makes each dress
unique — and that’s for a reason.
“Every one has been different,” she
said. “So they all can feel individual
and important.”
The Berrigans are also taking

dresses that were made for the Little
Dresses for Africa organization,
which has people volunteering 16 sew
from all 50 states and around the
world.

The organization was started by
Rachel O'Neill after visiting Africa.

“When she saw all these little
girls, she said, ‘T'm going to get you
a dress,” said Berrigan, noting the
O’Neill didn’t know how to sew, so
she came up with the idea to start
the sewing network that’s based in
Brownstown. For more information
about Little Dresses for Africa, visit
www.littledressesforafrica.org.

PROGRESS

The Berrigans are excited that
their trip to Uganda will include
their daughter, Kathleen, her friend
and another friend of the family.

They will also mark a very special
occasion while they’re there — the
dedication of the new Science and
Learning Center, with a physics lab,

a biology lab and a chemistry lab.
The building will also have a library,
a study hall and a computer lab. The
Berrigans are hoping for donations
of solar panels on the building, since
there’s no electricity. Theyre also in
need of furniture for the building,

“Their needs are endless,” said
Paul Berrigan.

Yet, the school keeps growmg It's -

up to 149 students now, 61 of whom
are female boarding students.

- “Each new success brings a new
challenge,” said Paul Berrigan, not-
ing that they hope to build staff
housing so they can retain top qual-
ity teachers. He said they've already.
started a bonus incentive for teach-
ers, to keep them at the school. Their
goal is to make it a premier school,
focused on science. They offer
40 scholarships per year, includ-
ing those for the top male and top
female student.

“We want it to be a quality school

why they come,” said Paul Berrigan.

It’s only $100 to sponsor a stu-
dent; $200 to sponsor a boarding
student and $1,500 to sponsor a
teacher.

The John Paul School — which
is named after Paul and Nancy's
father’s first names — has become -
the center point of the raral com-
munity and it seems to be attracting
more people to the area.

The first school in Chelekura was
the shade from a large tree. The
second school was under a hut made
from tree limbs and a thatched roof,
with no walls. The third location for
the school was inside a crumbling
old church, after a new one was built.

The Berrigans, who try to visit
once a year, are excited to return. -

“We're really happy with the prog-
ress,” said Nancy Berrigan. “We're
excited to see how things have grown
and changed.”

sienkins@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2369

on its health.
‘What began as a grassroots effort has

now become a much celebrated tradition
in Rouge River communities. Thousands

of volunteers, young and old, participate

in this annual event and in Friends of the
Rouge events throughout the year. To date
the Rouge Rescue event has had a total of
48,068 volunteers removing approximately
44,000 cubic yards of trash and debris, 60

vehicles and 1,600 tires along with hun-
dreds of other items.

Among pre-Rouge Rescue events taking
place this month is the Liberty Street Trash
- Grab 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, May 21, in

Plymouth. Registration begins at 8 a.m,,
ride at 9 a.m. and return with collected

trash where top trash collectors will win a

prize.
Snacks and discounts at the Liberty

Street Brewing Company will be provided.

For more information, call Joe Walters

. (734) 207- 9600.
For Rouge Rescue 2011 site Iocatlons and
information, visit www.thrrouge.org or call

(313) 792-9621.

to get a good education and thats -
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MORE BHOIGES, MORE FLAVOR, MORE VALUE

Monday thru Frlday, 11am 3pm

— Served with fries, soup or coleslaw
_Grilled Chicken Sandwich » Baked Ham Sandwich
Fresh Meatloaf Sandwich » Corned Beef Sandwich

Fresh Turkey Sandwich
NS - Served with
gnlled pita bread
Chicken Greek Saiad ¢ Julienne Salad
“Tuna Salad Plate  Mike’s Cobb Salad |
Gniled Cmcken Salad

Primary care and specialty phy:
teafmg cmd outpatient surgery for

o~ y@u’! find it all in Liv
maﬂm whet you come here for, count on getfing .
care and extraordinary medicine thalt's practiced in Ann Arbor
Check out everything we have to offer at UofMHealth,org.

e

6047 NORTH WAYNE ROAD

University of Michigan

WESTLAND Health System

_ NOW OPEN UNTIL 11PM
EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY

www.mrmikesgrill.com

OEQB739927
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Kaela Wojtowicz, a senior at the The Wilfiam D. Ford Career Technical Center in Westiand, placed
first place in the 2011 Arson Awareness Poster Contest in the computer-generated category.

Career Tech students

win in poster contest

Two stidents at the William D. Ford
Career Technical Center finished in
the top three of the statewide 2011
Arson Awareness Poster Contest.

Kaela Wojtowicz, a senior at the
Career Tech Center in Westland, was
awarded first place in the computer-
generated category of the contest,
sponsored by the Michigan Arson
Prevention Committee (MAPC)
and the Michigan Chapter of the
International Association of Arson
Investigators (IAAI). Hailey Gladden,

“also a senior, was awarded third place
in the computer-generated category.

The contest, open to students

“enrolled in grades 7-12, is a joint
effort by the two anti-arson groups
to increase the public’s awareness
about the devastating effects of arson
in Michigan. Posters were judged on
their illustration of the negative aspect
of arson, such as fire deaths, injuries,
job losses, community decay and
moral destruction.

First-, second- and third-place win-
ners were selected in each of two cat-
egories: middle school-aged students
and high school aged-students. More
than 100 entries were received. The
winners and their schools receive cash
awards.

The Michigan Chapter of IAAL
represents nearly 1,000 individuals
dedicated to investigating fires and
combating arson. The organization
sponsors number training programs
held throughout the state for fire per-
sonnel.

The MAPC represents police and .
fire services, the insurance industry,
private business and many govern-
mental entities. The MAPC sponsors
a number of edueational and public
information programs, as well as
maintaining a tip-reward program.
Rewards of up to $5,000 are available
for information leading to the arrest
and/or conviction of arsonists. The

toll-free tip line is 1-800-44-ARSON.

online at hometownlife.com

Explore wor

Buddhism is the fourth largest religion in
the world with more than 400 million follow-
ers. Most Buddhists do not consider Buddha
as a divine being to be worshiped. He is
considered their teacher and practitioners
of Buddhism aspire to follow his example to
achieve enlightenment.

Buddha was born around 563 BCE and
grew up in a palace as a wealthy and shel-
tered prince. The story goes that at the age
of 29 he feft his palace walls and came out
to discover that there was suffering and
death in the world.

Then Buddha went on a quest to figure
out how to alleviate human suffering and
find enlightenment. He sought various
teachers and tried extreme self-deprivation
by eating only a nut a day. Then he tried
meditating under a Bodhi tree for 49 days
and achieved enlightenment. He realized
what are-considered the four noble fruths:

+ Suffering does exist.

» Suffering arises from attachment to
desires. '

« Suffering ceases when attachment to
desire ceases.

+ Freedom from suffering is possible by
practicing the Eightfold Path.

Many people consider Buddhism more
of a philosophy than a religion. If you
are interested in learning more about
Buddha and the Buddhist belief system,
the Westland Public Library is a great place
to start. Take a look at “Buddha” by Karen
Armstrong, “Before He Was Buddha: The Life
of Siddhartha" by Hammalawa Saddhatissa,
“The Teachings of Buddha” by Paul Caurus
and “The Vision of the Buddha” by Tom
Lowenstein. You can also check out the
DVD, "The Buddha: The Story of Siddhartha.”

For more information, visit the Public
Library of Westland or call the Reference
Desk at (734) 326-6123. You can also search
the online catalog at www.westlandlibrary.
org at any time.

Highlighted Activities

Afternoon Movie Classics: “Flags of Qur

Fathers,” 3:30 p.m. May 17, age 18 and up,
unless accompanied by an adulf.

Join us for the summer version of
Afternoon Classics! This month we explore

~great American war movies. This week, the

Clint Eastwood-directed classic, “Flags of
QOur Fathers” about “six men who raised
the flag at the Battle of lwo Jima, a turning
peint in World War I1.” This movie is Rated R.
Financial Life Event Planning Series -
Plan for Your Future - How an Estate Plan
Puts You in Control: 7 p.m, May 17
Learn how you can care for the people
you love, even after you're gone, leave
behind a lasting, meaningful legacy, and

manage estate tax burden - for you and
your heirs. Guest speaker is atforney

Ronald Thompson of the Morello Law Group,

Northville. Call the library at (734) 326-

6123 to save your seat or sign up online at

westlandfibrary.org/events.

Social Media for Beginners: 2-3:30'p.m.

May 18, Adults

Join us to learn about popular social
media websites that can connect you with
like-minded people. Learn about the dif-
ference between Facebook and Twitter,
websites that can help you share pictures
and videos, find the best restaurant in the
city, or a new job! Prerequisites: No specific
computer experience is required, but famil-
iarity with the Internet is recommended.
Seating is limited, registration required.

Documentary Movie Night: "Waiting
for Superman,” 7 p.m. May 18

This film, from the director of "An
Inconvenient Truth,” offers an eye-open-
ing overview of America’s ailing educa-
tional system. “Waiting for Superman”
has helped launch a movement to achieve
areal and fasting change through the
compelling stories of five unforgettable
students such as Emily, a Sificon Valley
eighth-grader who is afraid of being
labeled as unfit for college and Francisco,
a Bronx first-grader whose mom will do
anything to give him a shot at a better life.
This film will leave a lasting and powerful
impression that you will want fo share with

~your friends and family.

Green Jobs Training Information
Session: 1 p.m. May 19 :

Learn about free training opportunities to
prepare you for a green job in your future.
Marie Guerra, Regional Energy Efficiency
Partnership (REEPTP) Representative, will
explain how you can take advantage of
this free training opportunity. Funding for
this training is provided by the American
Recovery a