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Used book sale

The Friends of the William P.
Faust Library of Westland are
planning a used book sale at the
library, 6123 Central City Parkway,
between Warren and Ford roads.
For information, call (734) 326-
6123.

On Thursday, Feb. 11, 3-7 p.m.,
there will be a preview sale for
Friends members. You can join to
become a Friend at the preview sale.

The sale continues 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Friday and Saturday, Feb. 12-
13. Saturday is $6 a bag day and you
must bring your own brown paper.
grocery bag or comparable-sized
reusable bag,

The sale wraps up noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday with abag day sale for $4,
also bring your own bag. Regular
prices are $1 for hardcover books,
DVDs and CDs, 50 cents for large
paperbacks, 25 cents for small
paperbacks, videos, cassettes and
records, 10 cents for magazines, and
$2 for a green reusable Friends bag.

Money raised helps fund pro-
grams at the library for all ages.

ae | e
Rotary Luau

The Westland Rotary Charitable
Foundation has set its fund-raising
Hawaiian Luau dinner and auction
for 6 p.m. to midnight Saturday,
Jan. 30, at Joy Manor, on Joy east of
Middlebelt in Westland. There will
be a Hawaiian-style buffet dinner,
silent auction with $500 payoff and
live auction.

The Cool 2 Duel dueling pianos
will offer entertainment at the ben-
efit event. Michigan Chiropractic
Specialists/Amanda Apfelblat is the
major Sponsor.

Maui sponsors are: Juenemann
Insurance Agency, Joseph Tseng,
D.D.S., North Bros. Ford & Lincoln-
Mercury, Pepsi. Hula sponsors are:
Ameriprise Financial-Antoinette
Martin, C&M Printing and
Imaging, Men on the Move, Harlow
Tire, Judge Sandra Cicirelli, Judge
Mark McConnell, Westland Youth
Assistance-Paul Motz.

Cost is $90 per couple, including
one Island Raffle ticket. A table of
eight is $340 (includes four Island
Raffle tickets), individual $45 (raf-
fle ticket not included). All include -
dinner, beer and wine.

Additional Island Raffle tickets
are $45 each, and Hawaiian attire
optional.

Additional donations and spon-
sorships are welcome, Make dona-
tions payable to: Westland Rotary
Charitable Foundation, a 501(c)3
organization. For more informa-
tion, call Gary Bulson at (734) 729-
6683.

Tickets for the Hawaiian Luau are
available at the Westland Chamber
of Commerce office on Ford Road
between Central City Parkway and
Newburgh and at C&M Printing
and Imaging in Westland. Proceeds
support Westland Rotary charitable
projects.
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Westiand honors Dr. Martin Luther King Jr at the Westland Friendship Center.

Homebuyers targeted for Jan. 28 workshop

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

There are plenty of homes on the
market and plenty of people who
might like to buy them if they can
make the right deal. :

Westland’s Housing Department
and a local real estate company are

joining forces to let would-be home-
~ buyers know about continuing federal

tax credits that have been extended
and renewed.

“So many people aren’t aware
of the tax credit available and the
changes. It was a big boon for our

office in the last quarter,” said Chris

Peterson, owner/broker at Century
21 Dynamic. “You had to close by

November (to qualify for the previ-
ous credit). We thought we need to

" promote it if it is approved again

and it was approved. Also, it was
expanded.”

The homebuyers tax credit work-
shop is scheduled for 6-8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 28, at the Friendship
Center.

Located on Wayne Road in
Westland, Century 21 Dynamic had
previously worked with the city on
the Neighborhood Stablhzatlon
Program,

“We decided to see if the city was

willing to do this. There are a lot of
people who didn't hear it (the tax
credit extension),” said Peterson.
“Because it was expanded as well, we
probably could do pretty good busi-
ness. There were so many pecple who
couldn’t find what they were looking
for by the deadline.”

. granddaughter, Andrea

Westland tribute does King's legacy proud

Chanelle Wright and Gerald Powell are members of the John Glenn
High School Army Reserve Officer Training Corps. The group presented
the American flag at the community celebration for Dr. King.

For an onfine photo gallery, visit us online at www.hometownlife.com

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland held its 12th annual ceremony Monday cel-
ebrating the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but it was
the first time Margaret Edwards attended. -

“I got an invitation from the mayor and thought the
children should be exposed to Martin Luther King Jr.,”
said Edwards, a Westland resident who brought her
grandchildren to the cer-
emony. “I guess it took a
special invitation to get
me here. I thoroughly
enjoyed it.”

“I thought it was a
nice opportunity to
learn about Martin
Luther King Jr.,” said her

Edwards, 11, who attends
Stevenson Middle School.
“I didn’t know that his
house had been bombed Michigan Opera Theater's Richard
We don’t study mmch~~" Jackson gerforms “Lift Ev'ry Voice
about him inschool right And Sing.”
now.” o

There was a full house for the program held at the
Friendship Center. Michigan Opera Theater singer
Richard Jackson performed Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing and
led the audience in singing Lef There Peace on Earth. The
Bel Canto Choir performed 4 Symphony of the Heart and
Like a Tree.

Westland Department of Public Works Director Kevin
Buford introduced a pictorial tribute to King produced
by Friendship Center volunteer Jim Speen, then offered

Please see MLK, A2

estate agents, representatives from
mortgage companies and credit
counselors.

“We'll have professionals from
different fields so people have indi-
vidual conversations,” said Inglis.
“This is another tool to get people
into homes. The tax credit has really

“There is a homebuyers tax credit
of up to $8,000 and it’s no longer just
for first-time buyers,” said Westland

Community Development Director
Joanne Inglis. “There is an income

limit but most people would qualify.”

During the seminar, Inglis will
make a presentation on affordable
housing. Also on hand will be real
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and jobs.

Westland Mayof William Wild
is scheduled to v1s1t the White

Wild was to join 1,200 mayors
from cities throughout the U.S.
in Washington, D.C., to address
matters of mutual concern,
including a metro economic
agenda on job creation, local
transportation investment, cli-
mate protection, airport security
and federal investments.

Wild was slated to join a con-
tingent of mayors at the White .
House. President Barack Obama
and the mayors will engage in a
panel discussion on the economy

First Lady Michelle Obama
was to host the mayors for a-ple-
nary discussion Wednesday. The
conference will conclude with an -
awards banquet to recognize sev-
eral mayors, including Wild, who
will accept an award on behalf of

‘It is incumbent upon us to
address these priorities if our
country and this All-American

-city of Westland is to prosper.
WILLIAM WILD, Westland mayor

Mayor«'inD.»C. to address city concerns

the city. The award is being kept
confidential at the request of the
USCM until Friday, when the
award will be presented.

In addition to attending the
conference, Wild has secured sep-
arate meetings with Westland’s
federal legislators, U.S. Sens. Carl
Levin and Debbie Stabenow, D-
Mich., and U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter, R-Livonia, to discuss
specific local matters regarding
the city of Westland.

“The challenges we are facing
in Westland are being faced by

start the economy.

added.

greater.

mayors throughout this great
country of ours,” Wild said.
“Without question, our focus
while in Washington will be to
bring the real-life difficulties
being faced by our residents to
the attention of our federal offi-
cials with a shared goal of work-
ing collaboratively to achieve
real-life solutions that will put
people back to work and kick-

“It is incumbent upon us to
address these priorities if our
country and this All-American

~ city of Westland is to prosper,” he

The U.S. Conference of Mayors
was founded in 1932 and serves
to promote effective national
urban and suburban policy, and-

_to serve as a forum for sharing
ideas among the mayors of cities
with-populations of 30, 000 or

stimulated the economy.”

The seminar is open to anyone —
it’s not limited to Westland residents
— but advance registration is needed.
To reserve a spot, call Century 21
Dynamic at (734) 728-8000 or mfo@

v century"ldynamlc com.
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Autism fund-raiser

The Michigan Indigo
Children and Families Network
will be hosting a 10 band ben-
efit at Last Chance Bar & Gril],
Warren west of Inkster Road in
Westland, 1-8:30 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 24. The event will feature
bands from the area including:
Animilistic Frenzy, Wisteria,
Snake Oil, Madam Trolley,
Dear Maybe, Yankeeville &
Scratch, The Groove, Cruizin
Jupiter, Shattered Sky and
Sean Moylan.

There will also be raffles,
karaoke, and give aways.
Admission is $5.

Proceeds will benefit the
Michigan Indigo Children and
Families Network which is an
Autism, Aspergers and ADD/
ADHD support group. For
more information, contact Neil
Carrick at (734) 469-0234 or
neilpatrickcarrick@gmail.com.

Coffee hours

.State Sen. Glenn Anderson,
D-Westland, will hold district
coffee hours on Monday, Jan.
25, in Livonia and Garden City.
No appointment is necessary. ~

From 9-10 a.m., Anderson
will be at the Livonia Civic
Park Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road, Livonia.
Talk to Anderson 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at the Maplewood
Community Center, 31735
Maplewood, Garden City.

Constituents who would
like to address an issue with
the senator but are unable to
attend may contact him by
mail: P.O. Box 30036, Lansing,
MI 48933; phone: Toll-free
(866) 262-7306; or e-mail:
SenatorAnderson(@senate.
michigan.gov.

Game time

Seniors can stop by the
Westland Friendship Center
1-4 p.m. Wednesdays to play
on the Wii video game system,
donated by state Sen. Glenn
Anderson, D-Westland, and
state Rep. Richard LeBlanc,
D-Westland. The Wii will be
set up each week in Hall B for
various games.

The Friendship Center has
put the Wii to good use with
numerous bowling events.
The Wii is a wonderful tool
for social interaction and a
great way to keep active. The
Friendship Center is located on
Newburgh south of Ford.

For more information, call
(734) 722-7628.

Census jobs

If you are out of work or
looking for some part-time
employment, the 2010 Census
may be your answer. Contact
their office currently located
in Livonia at (734) 437-4120

to set up an appointment for
a basic skills test required
to apply for a Census Taker
Position.

Used book sale

The Friends of the William P.
Faust Library of Westland will
hold a used book sale Friday
through Sunday, Feb. 12-14.

Friends members can shop
at a preview sale 3~7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 11. You can join
to become a Friend at the pre-
view sale.

The sale will run 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
Feb. 12-13. Go Green with the
Saturday Bag Sale — for $6,
shoppers can fill their own
brown paper grocery bag or
comparable-sized reusable bag
with books.

From noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 14 there will be a $4 bag
sale — bring your own bag.

The regular sale prices
are: $1 hardcover books,
DVDs, CDs; 50 cents large
paperbacks; 25 cents small

-paperbacks, videos, cassettes,

records; 10 cents magazines;
and $2 green reusable Friends
bag.

Money raised help fund
programs at the library for all
ages. The library is located at
6123 Central City Parkway.

For information, call (734)
326-6123.

Trivia for Tatas

Help raise money for the
annual Breast Cancer 3-Day
Walk and show off your smarts
at Trivia for Tatas Sunday, Feb.
28, at Buffalo Wild Wings,
6677 N. Wayne Road. The cost
is $15 if paid by Feb. 14 and
$20 at the door. Registration
begins at noon with the games
beginning at 1 p.m.

All ages are welcome and
there will be cash prizes with
bonus questions to earn more
prizes. Bring your own team or
come on in and join a team

Buffalo Wild Wings will also
donate 20 percent of all food
and drink sales with event flyer
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. All proceeds
go to benefit the Breast Cancer
3-Day.

For more information, con-
tact Dawn Downer at (734)
502-4277 or e-mail downt@
doubledexpress.net.

American Legion

The American Legion,
Westland Post 251, meets at
7 p.m. the first Tuesday of
each month at the AMVETS
Post 171 on Merriman Road
between Avondale and Palmer.
All veterans, male and female
with an honorable discharge
are welcome to join. Visit the
post Web site at www.post 251.
org or call (734) 326-2607 for
more information.

the care you deserve.

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.

Board Certified Dermatologxst

Specializing in Diseases
of the Skin, Hair & Nails

Invites you to visit and receive

e Skin Cancer ¢ Eczema

s Moles » Warts

» Psoriasis ¢ Hair Loss

e Acne Botox e Much More
Accepting New Patients » All Ages

Call for Appointment 248~324~2222 Evening appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Nevi, Michigan 48377
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CORRECTION

A recent article in the
Westland Observer should
have said that resident Mark
Rodriguez doesn’t oppose pay-
ing police and firefighter retir-
ee health care from the retire-
ment fund but that the funding
should come from investment
earnings, not the money gener-
ated by a voted millage.
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MLK

FROM PAGE At

inspirational comments on
King’s impact on his life.

Recalling when he took a
test to be hired by Westland
DPS in 1991, Buford said
a man on the Civil Service
Commission — a man who
didn’t know him — made sure
he got a shot at becoming a
city employee. That man was
Mack Mayfield, who was in
the audience.

“Mack Mayfield was the
first African American public
works supervisor for Westland
— I was the second. I was
proud to follow in his foot-
steps,” Buford said.

Born not too long after King
was assassinated in 1968,
Buford said his family and
teachers made sure he was
aware of King’s legacy — they
wanted to instill in him King’s

Mayor William Wild réﬂects on Dr. King's legacy.

love, equality, integrity and
honor.

“He didn’t want us to be
viewed as African Americans,
but equals. I stand here as the
embodiment of that — that
you can do whatever you
want,” Buford said.

He recalled that his late
father, the Deacon Henry
Bufford, told him a story
about the federal government
investing a lot of love, time,
money and energy in building
a new battleship. Sometimes
when the battleship is put on
the water, it doesn’t float, but
the elder Buford noted that
didn’t mean the ship would be
abandoned — too much had
been invested into it.

“He said, ‘You're my little
battleship.” He saw me start
sinking and he put in more
time, love and attention,”
Buford said. “Before be passed
(in 1997) he said I was float~
ing. All of you are battleships.”

Speen’s video tribute traced
King’s life, including excerpts
from his 1963 “I Have a
Dream” speech, winning the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, a
1965 Freedom March and his
shift from civil rights to work-
ing on poverty issues. The
video also included excerpts
from King’s last speech, “I've

Been to the Mountaintop,”
given April 3, 1968, the night
before his assassination in
Memphis, with references to
not personally making it to the
promised land.

Providing a historical per-
spective was Westland resi-
dent Elnora Ford, who was a
local delegate to the NAACP’s
‘1964 convention in Chicago.
The convention celebrated the
centennial anniversary of the
Emancipation Proclamation

TAX PREPA: TION

$99 Special
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Nandi Mandisa recites a poem, Evolution In America.

the march made her more
committed to civil rights. She
went on to become alocal and
state secretary for the NAACP.

A U-M employee for 41
years, Ford was later trans-
ferred to the university’s
Dearborn campus, which
brought about another resolu-
tion.

“A lot of people told me I. -
was their first experience with
a black person. I realized I
had a responsibility to pres-
ent my self as a positive black
lady,” Ford said.

Before offering the clos-
ing prayer, Apostolic District
Elder Luke McClendon of
Christ Temple Apostolic
Church recalled being a fifth-
grader in 1963 and not too
happy about having to watch
King's march on television.

“We were supposed to have
a rehearsal of a play — Snow
White. 1 was Prince Charming
~in it. It was important to
me — I got to kiss Snow
White and she was a cute
girl,” McClendon said. “I was
annoyed. If I had contact with
that teacher today, I'd tell her
I repent — I remember it like
it was yesterday. It had that
kind of impact on me.”

and included a march led by
King.
“I was amazed at the num-

ber of people who marched.
I was even more amazed at
the number of people who
were watching and joined
the march,” Ford said. “It
was exciting to me that I was
marching and singing with Dr.
King.”

Then an impressionable
24-year~old University of

Michigan employee, Ford said  Irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
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Part of our history

Conway Jeffress, president of Schoolcraft College, discusses Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr.
Jeffress spake at the 16th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration, organized by the city of
Livonia Human Relations Commission, at Livonia City Hall. Jeffress was the keynote speaker and spoke
of his experiences of discrimination in staying at hotels, eating in restaurants and even drinking at water
fountains.

Vocal students from the Livonia Public Schools’ Creative and Performing Arts program sing “America” at the
Livonia observance. ' , SR v

_ for this day of service. United
. Way staff recruited the agen-

_extensive online volunteer data-~
" base. R

Madonna students volunteer on MLK Day

Approximately 90 Madonna
University students and staff
members — the largest group
yet — volunteered their time
and talents Monday at commu-
nity organizations throughout
Metro Detroit in honor of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

This was the fourth consecu-
tive year that the Livonia univer-
sity partnered with the University
of Michigan-Dearborn, United
‘Way for Southeastern Michigan,
Lawrence Tech University and
Henry Ford Community College

Madonna University nursing students Christina Klein of Plymouth and Giulia
Cipparrone of Dearborn paint at Motor City Java House in Artist Viffage in
0Old Redford.

cies where students served and
assisted Volunteer Solutions in
creating and maintaining the

Help, Fish and Loaves, Gleaners Salvation Army (several loca-
Community Food Bank tions), Stanford House and Van
(Detroit and Warren), Habitat ~ Dyke Schools (McKinley and
for Humanity, Ruth Ellis, Kennedy elementary schools).

Madonna student volunteers
worked with the following com-
munity groups: Beyond Basics,
Bridging Communities, Child

JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

King program

Dr. William G. Anderson of Bloomfield Hills listens Saturday to a speech by Donzaleigh Abernathy with Melba
Johnson, mother of Southfield district Judge Shelia Johnson. With them is Laurita Anderson of Westland,
whose godfather was civil rights movement co-founder Raiph Abernathy. The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Task
Force of Southfield, in partnership with Providence Hospital and DTE Energy Foundation, sponsored a free
presentation by Donzaleigh Abernathy, daughter of the late Rev. Raiph Abernathy, civil rights activist and
close friend and confidant of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Jan. 16 at the Miliennium Theatre in Southfield,
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WESTLAND POLICE BRIEFS

GARDEN CITY POLICE BRIEFS
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Larceny T-Mobile, 400 Manufacturers  ing from the store and left

n Jan. 18, a resident in the
00 block of Hawthorne.
told police that someone stole
his automobile trailer from

the driveway. The man said
the enclosed trailer, valued at
$3,000, had been parked near
his garage. Reported inside the
trailer were a welding machine
and assorted tools valued at
$8,000,

Vehicle theft

A Dearborn Heights resi-
dent told police that some-
one stole her 1996 Plymouth
station wagon while it was
parked at Candyworks, 6519 N.
Hix, Jan. 18. The woman told
police she remembered locking
the vehicle and had both sets of
keys to the car which was val-
ued at $3,000.

Larceny

About 800 feet of phone line
coaxial cable was reported
stolen from spools from behind

Drive, Jan. 18. The cable was
valued at $800. The employee
filing the complaint told police

- it was the third time in the past

couple of weeks that a similar
theft had occurred.
Surveillance video showed

the suspects as wearing hooded

sweat shirts and driving a
dark-colored SUV. The employ-
ee said the thieves spent as
along as two hours cutting the
cable into small sections in the
rear yard of the business.

A second employee told
police that he visited an
Inkster metal business where
he saw coaxial cable cut into
three- to six- feet sections. The
metal business indicated a fin-
gerprint was obtained from the
person selling the cable. Police
were continuing to investigate.

Shoplifting

: Police were called to Meijer,
¥ 37201 Warren, Jan. 13
about a man who had report-
edly taken some Dickies cloth-

without paying. The suspect
was reported to have left the
store parking lot eastbound on
Warren. )

An officer spotted the
suspect near Central City
Parkway. The driver, an
Ypsilanti man, was report-
edly identified by a store
employee as the shoplifter
and arrested. The officer
reportedly recovered the
clothing, valued at $165,
from the front seat of the
vehicle. The man was also
cited for violating his license
restrictions.

A female passenger, a
Westland resident, was
arrested on a warrant.

Larceny from a vehicle

On Jan. 17, a Garden City
woman told police that
someone broke a window

on her vehicle and stole the
stereo while she was parked
at DeLuca’s Restaurant, on
Warren at Inkster Road.

Warren Rd.

Warren Rd.

Theft from store

While an employee at the
#Tanning Salon was showing
a female customer around near
the back of the store about 5
p.m. Jan. 17, an unknown man
entered the store located at
29521 Ford.

The employee told the man
who was dressed in bright
clothing that he would be right
with him.

Before he was, the man
reportedly opened a cash regis-
ter, stole money and fled into a
vehicle which was parked near
the building,.

The store employee didn’t
know how the thief withdrew
the cash because he said the

cash drawer was locked, accord-

ing to the police report.

The female customer said
that she didn't witness the theft
and the report didn't indicate
that she was part of the theft
situation.

The police are looking for a
white man, about 40 years old,
wearing a yellow jacket and a
brightly colored baseball cap.

Identity theft

A 20-year-old resident in the
9000 block of Birchlawn
told police Jan. 18 that some-
one opened three fraudulent
accounts in his name. Two were
for Consumers Energy and the
other was for Comcast.

The Consumer Energy

accounts were reportedly traced

to addresses on Bendon and
Lenawee streets in Westland.

The accounts were reportedly
listed as unpaid and showed up

on his credit reports.

The young man said that
none were opened by him. He
added that he lives with his
parents.

Police provided him with a
packet of information about
identity theft.

Retail fraud -

retail fraud case at the Shell

gas station at 120 Middlebelt in

Garden City early Jan. 17.

The man who was arrested
was located outside a gas
station at Michigan and
Middlebelt in Inkster.

The clerk in Inkster became
suspicious when the suspect,
a 43-year-old Ypsilanti man,
reportedly tried to-sell him
some cigars at $2 a box and
called the police.

Police reportedly returned
the stolen case of cigars to the
gas station clerk in Garden
City.

They also arrested the
Ypsilanti man on outstanding
warrants for a failure to appear
case of child neglect in 20th
District Court in Inkster and
for nine other convictions of
retail fraud with a variety of

¥

Police arrested a suspectin a

degrees.

Breaking and entering

A couple who was checking
on a home in the 6700 block
of Sunset sometime before 6:30
p.m. Jan. 17 while the owner
was gone, found that thieves
broke into a home that was
recently burglarized.

The thieves entered through
the back door that was boarded
up. :

Jewelry was strewn about as
well as items in the home office
and kitchen. The thief stole two
flat-screen TVs.

Breaking and entering

Someone stole 25 feet of cop-
per pipe from a home in the
320 block of Lytle Place that
was being refurbished some-
time before Jan. 7.

There were holes in the
drywall and the shed lock was
broken. ,

The report to police was
delayed.

Theft

A Garden City High School
een, together with his
mother, reported Jan. 17 that
‘someone broke into his locked
locker at the school located on
Middlebelt, north of Ford, dur-
ing the previous weekend. The
thief stole his duffel bag and its
contents which contained ath-
letic shoes.

Alberto Aviles, M.D.

Plastic Surgeon

5641 W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield
26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 250, Novi
Phone: 248-538-3020
www.dralbertoaviles.com
Fellowship-trained hand and reconstructive plastic
surgeon experienced in a wide range of surgical and
microsurgical services including: advanced techniques
for breast reconstruction and enhancement, surgical
cormection for hand and wwist problems, body contour-
ing procedures such as abdominoplasty and fiposuc:
tion and procedures to rejuvenate and enhance facial

Kelly Burke, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology

26850 Providence Plkwy, Ste 315, Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340
www.yourobgyns.com

Committed to lfistening to patient concems,
Dr. Burke provides the highest quality care for women
of all generations, A background in social work and
medicine blends to provide compassiosnate obstetrical
and gynecological care with a spedial focus on adoles-

-cent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery.

Mubashir Sabir, M.D.
General and Bariatric Surgeon
26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 460, Novi
Phone: 248-662-4272
27483 Dequindre, Ste 204, Madison Heights
Phone: 866-823-4458
www.stjohnweightloss.com
Fellowship trained in bariatric surgery at University
Medical Center at Princeton and performing bariatric
and general surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir offers a ful
range of surgery services to his patients, His special intar-
est is bariatric surgery which he offers as part of St. John
Weight Loss, a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence.

Robert Zaid, D.O.

Family Medicine

PrimeCare of Novi
39555 W. 10 Mile Road, Ste 302, Novi
Phone: 248-426-7200
www.primecareofmi.com

Passionate about developing relationships with his
patients and values friendly, open communication. Or.
Zaid provides complete care for the entire family with
special interest in childhood asthma, dermatology, dia-
betes and osteopathic manipulation.

A. Damadi, M.D.

Colorectal Surgeon

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 425, Novi -
22250 Providence Dr., Ste 702, Southfield
Phone: 248-557-9650
Specialized in colonoscopy, cancer screenings, mini-
mally invasive management of diverticulitis, colorectal

cancer and treatment of hemorrhoids,

appearance.

Madhuri Gudipaty, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 500, Novi
Phone: 248-662-4388
www.womensdocs.com
Dedicated to providing comprehensive women's
health care including-pregnancy, child birth, men-

strual problems and menopause management

with an emphasis on wellness through annual
physicals, pap smears, breast exams, and preven-
tive medicine.

Rebecca Studinger, M.D., M.S.

Plastic, Cosmetic and
Reconstructive Surgeon

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 125, Novi
3270 W. Big Beaver, Ste 415, Troy
Phone: 248-305-8400
Fellowship trained in microsurgical reconstruction and
spedialty trained in lymphatic reconstruction for lym-
phederna, Dr. Studinger offers the most advanced breast
reconstructive procedures and a full range of cosmetic
procedures such as tummy tucks, face fifts, brow fifts,

breast augmentation, Botox and facial fillers.

Todd frush, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon

26750 Providence Pkwy, Ste 200, Novi

22250 Providence Drive Ste 401, Southfield
Phone: 248-349-7015
www.porrettacenter.com
Feltowship trained in sports medicine and ortho-
paedic surgery. Coordinates care with other physi-
cians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers, Spe-
cializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements,
cartifage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee liga-
ment reconstruction, tennis elbow and other sports
related injuries -

_ Carrie Leff, D.O.
internal Medicine & Pediatrics
" Novi Internal Medicine & Pediatrics
*-39475 Lewis Drive, Ste 130, Novi-
- Phone: 248-374-0502
©www.novidocs.com
Training i internal medicine & pediatrics allows Dr. Leff
to provide comprehensive care for children and adults,
with an emphasis on preventative medicine. Partners
with patients to achieve their best health by allowing
them to become active participants in their own heaith
decisions. Spedal interest in all -aspects of women's
health, from adolescence through menapause, includ-
ing in-office gynecalogical care.

EALING



http://hometownSife.com
http://www.dralbertoaviles.com
http://www.yourobgyns.com
http://www.stjohnweightloss.com
http://www.primecareofmi.com
http://www.womensdocs.com
http://www.porrettacenter.com
http://www.novidocs.com

online at hometownlife.com

| LOCAL NEWS

SOSTEISS

Dbserver & Eccentric | Thursday, January 21, 2010

WGe)  AS

- Westland council OKs auto storage use

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Auto storage seems to be a
growing business, at least in
Westland. ‘

The council voted Monday
to approve special land uses
for two properties to allow an
auto storage facility.

Jim Kerwin, a Garden City
councilman, received the
special approval for property

at 33100 Beechwood, west of
Venoy. For many years, the
property has been headquar-
ters for Kerwin Construction.
The 2.3 acre-site is zoned
for light industrial use and
has a 6,240-square-foot
building with a fenced-in
yard to the rear. Thomas
Larson petitioned for the
special use approval telling
Westland officials that he
intends to operate a vehicle

towing service out of the
location.

After their public hearing,
the Planning Commission
recommended granting the
special approval.

“The remainder of the site
(beside the building) is paved
and fenced. This would be an
optimal use,” said Westland
Planning Director Bruce
Thompson. “The Planning
Commission found this was a

compatible use.”

Responding to a question,
Thompson noted there are
no homes near the site — the
North Bros. Ford dealership
is located to the south, St.
Matthew Lutheran Church
and School are nearby, as
are Westland Youth Athletic
Association fields.

Similarly, there were no
objections from the public
or council to a special use

approval for an auto recovery
business that will operate
at 38236 Abruzzi, south of
Ford and east of Hix. The .8~
acre parcel] is zoned for light
industrial use and has a 9,972~
square foot building.
Petitioner Robert Jordan
indicated that he has an auto
repossession business, cur-
rently located in Dearborn
Heights. He reported the
majority of his operations took

place during normal business
hours. ‘

“This is very similar to the
other request. It’s in an indus-
trial park. It is a fairly large
multi-tenant building with a
lot of vehicle and construc-
tion equipment storage,” said
Thompson. “It would be pre-
dominantly two- or three-day
storage.” :

frogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428

Garden City church reaches out to quake victims in Haiti

BY SUE BUCK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With their hearts poised
toward helping earthquake-
shaken Haiti residents,
Merriman Road Baptist Church
embarked on a major relief
effort this week.

The 1,400-member congre-

gation is collecting personal
hygiene items and is urging the
entire Garden City community
to join its effort.

The Rev. Wayne Parker is
committed to providing aid.

“We are looking for toothpaste
and brushes, soap, shampoo,
hand sanitizer, washcloths,
wipes, disposable razors and

bandages,” said Parker. “These
items will be bagged into kits and
sent by container to distribution
centers that have been working in
the region for nine years.”

The church is linked with two
direct response agencies, “Rays
of Hope for Haiti,” of Grand
Rapids, and Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief which is coordi-

nated out of Florida.

“Financial contributions will
go directly to disaster relief,”
Parker said. “The Disaster
Relief agency has responded
numerous time to hurricane
devastation in Haiti as well as
the U.S. With over 90,000 vol-
unteers, I believe it is the largest
response agency in the country.”

Westland taps budget director

Parker knows that donations
are limited.

“I know that there are alot
of people asking for money but
we wanted to offer a simple
and direct way for people to get
involved.”

The church is located at 2055
Merriman in Garden City, one
block south of Ford.

Donations will be accepted
during the office hours of 9 a.m.
to5p.m.

“We will also set up an after-
hours drop-off box,” Parker
said:

_ The church office phone is
(734) 421-0472. ‘

sbuck@hometownlife.com | (313) 2222249

County commissioner ‘goes

“The city remains committed
to providing fiscally responsible
service to the residents and a well-
crafted budget is a reflection of the

director for three years follow-
ing six years with Van Buren
Charter Township as water and
sewer director. Duha also worked

Former Taylor finance director
Patti Duha has been appointed
Westland’s budget director.

Duha’s duties will include the

green’ with paperiess work

Alocal official has joined the effort and a software program that increased

city’s finance department.

compilation and completion of the
city’s annual budget and prepar-
ing weekly, monthly, and quarterly
financial reports as well as helping
oversee day to day operations of the

Duha served as Taylor’s finance

for Wayne County as the deputy
director in the Department of
Environment along with a previous
stint in Taylor and has an extensive
municipal finance background
including management of several
capital improvement projects.

quality of that service,” said Mayor
William Wild. “Ms. Duha will work
for the city as a contractor, allowing
the city to perform its budgetary
duties while saving funds on health
care and pension costs that would
have occurred otherwise.”

to save a tree from being sacrificed to
produce paper.

Wayne County Commissioner Joan
Gebhardt, D-Westland, is the first of
the 15 commissioners to completely”
eliminate paper from the legislative
process.

The commissioner said she took into
consideration how much paper came
across her desk on a daily basis, how
many file cabinets were being crammed
with correspondence, financial records,

her flexibility and mobility, Gebhardt
said. These enhancements gave her
the means to electronically receive the
agenda packages and other county-
related correspondence. Gebhardt
added that she not only she receives
information and data this way, she can
respond electronically, as well.

“Going paperless is green because
it cuts down on paper use in addition
to the valuable commodities of saved
energy and time,” she said.

draws kudos

districts in the last few years. The
experience with Wayne-Westland
Schools has been refreshing for

us,” said Dolan. “I think you have
established a very positive founda-
tions for moving forward. There was
consistency between the schools — a
shared philosophy.=-that’s something -
unique for a district this size.” ‘

external and internal communications.
“I was astounded over the amount
of physical paper needed to carry out
my duties and responsibilities,” said
Gebhardt, whose district includes
Westland, Inkster and south Livonia.
“But that’s not unusual. One of the main
culprits identified during any govern-
mental waste audit is plain-and-simple
-paper.”
The first step was to acquire a laptop

istrict-wide accreditation

The six Wayne-Westland schools
participating in a mode] internal
review process, part of district-wide
accreditation, got a pat on the back internal review include Hoover,
last week. Kettering, Elliott and Madison

Tom Dolan and Debbie Juriga, both ~ elementary schools, Franklin Middle
of the North Central Association, and  School and William D. Ford Career
Carolyn Rakotz of the Wayne County . = Technical Center.. .. :

" Regional Educational Services “T've evaluated 80-100 schools and

Gebhardt is hopeful that her initiative
will create a road map for her colleagues
and the commission administration to
develop a manageable strategy to also
go green.

“The evidence is clear,” Gebhardt
said. “ITransforming county government
into-a paperless environment would be
eco-friendly, budget friendly, as well.
as increase productivity and efficiency.

_That’s a win-win for the taxpayer.”.

Association, made a presentation to
the Board of Education.
The schools participating in the

- Henry Ford Community College
presents

Big Band
Motown Review

featuring

HOURS: Thurs

WE'VE MOVED
TOANEW
LOCATION...

Ed Nuccilli & Plural Circle NOVI, Mi

HFCC’s Henry Ford Big Band

Rick L. Goward, Director O\)‘El‘ 150 Breeds
HFCCIS Midnight Blue 2500 plus dogs to be exhibited

, ) FEATURE ATTRACTIONS...
G. Kevin Dewey, Director Over 80 Vendors - Meet the Breed

Conformation + Junior Handler Seminars
Rally and Obedience Trials - Weight Pull Demonstrations
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Testing ‘
Police and Service Dogs + Purebred Rescues
Border Collies Herding Ducks

AND LAST, BUT NOT LEAST...

The Exciting Rescues Rock! Flyball Tournament
Hosted by Junkyard Dogs, inc.

1$1.00 off admission |

with the coupon

Admission:
$10 - Adults
$8 — Seniors (60+)
%8 - Kids (12117
Kids under 12 admitted FREE L!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT...

www.OaklandCountyKennelClub.com

Saturday
January 30, 2010
8 p.m.

Ford Community & Performing Arts Center -
| 15801 Michigan, Avenue
Dearborn, Michigan

~ Reserved Tickets $20
Call (313)943-2354
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New location for businesses Aii
C&M Printing and Imaging

has moved to a new Westland Joy Rd,
location. 39010 Webb Drive, west o
off of Hix between Warren and s
Ford roads. The large building is =
, shared with Men on the =
Move movers, another e SR L
veteran Westland busi- Warren Rd
ness, and Excaliper, : ;
which does truck and trailer
repair.
“All three businesses have gone
- in there,” said Mary Vellardita, Ford Rd
co-owner with Dick Isham of the 0fd K.
printing business. “We like our .
space better.” The large building S ps!
was divided up for the three busi- = =
nesses. = =
C&M Printing and Imaging

ates a facility at Newburgh and
Marquette in Westland.
“At American Community, we

In December 2009, American
Community employees had an
opportunity to nominate their

has the same phone number,
(734) 729-5401, as does Men
on the Move, (734) 729-MOVE

(6683), which is owned by favorite charity to receive the strive to create an environment
Gary Bulson and partner Gary monies raised for the 2009 that allows employees to par-
Wrigley. Charity Fund. Once the nomina-  ticipate in company-sponsored

events to support communi-
ties where we work, live and
play,” said Leslie J. Gola, vice
president of Human Resources.
“Each year employees reach out
to organizations that assist our
friends and neighbors with vari-
ous needs to help build com-
munity spirit and improve their

tions were compiled, employees
voted for their top charities. The
following organizations each
received $2,989:

*Angela Hospice — for the past
23 years, the organization has
been providing comprehensive,
compassionate, and hospice care
to the community of Southeast

“So far so good,” Bulson said of
the new site. He likes the three
business owners sharing space.
“My type of business doesn't real-
ly need a visible location. Most
people looking for a mover, it’s by
word of mouth,” Bulson said.

You can find out more about -
Men on the Move online at www.

Bruce Thompson, Westland planning director, and Mark Swieczkowski of Choice Insurance chat at fast week’s
annual meeting of the Westfand Chamber of Commerce. The meeting was held at Lakeshore Grilf of Macy’s and gave
chamber members a chance to share thoughts on good customer service, something they enjoyed with the tasty
meal and attentive service.

‘ @ ® michiganmovers.com. Michigan. A pioneer inthe hos-  quality of life.”
® You can reach Excaliper at pice movement, Livonia-based With beginnings dating back
(734) 641-4444, owned by Ron  Angela Hospice opened the first  to 1938, American Community
® Kuduk. freestanding inpatient hospice Mutual Insurance Company is
: center of its kind in Michigan, one of the oldest health insur- -
Cha nty supp ort and developed specialized pre- ance companies in the nation.

Based in Livonia, American
Community offers a broad range
of affordable traditional, con-
sumer-directed, and short-term,
temporary health insurance
products for individuals and
families, as well as groups of
two-50 employees. The company
markets its products through
independent insurance agents in
multiple states. For more infor-

American Community Mutual
Insurance Company employees
worked together throughout
2009 to raise nearly $6,000 to
benefit two Michigan-based
nonprofit organizations. The
donations are part of an ongo-
ing effort lead by the American
Community Employee Charity
Committee, which spearheads all
fund raising, charitable contribu-

natal and pediatric programs.
The hospice is on Newburgh in
Livonia.

sMichigan Humane Society
- provides the highest qual-
ity service and compassion to
the animals entrusted in their
care, and to measurably reduce
companion animal overpopula-
tion. The organization also takes
aleadership role in promoting

Chamber members aim high

BY JULIE BROWN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Comfort Keepers. “We don’t
put people on hold.”

Her business focuses on
in-home care, with phones
answered around the clock.

‘Customer service is treating
someone the way you want to
be treated. We don't put people

Customer service is key to
business people in Westland

]
and Garden City. on hold. “It’s part of my job,” Webb tions and community involve- humane values for the benefit mation, visit www.american-
“Customer service is a large  SARMWEBD, client care manager for said of that attention. “And ment events. of all animals. The MHS oper- community.com. :
part of my business,” said Jim Comfort Keepers we must answer the phone :

" Kollar, who owns Alleycat
Designs in Westland. His
business does embroidery and
screen printing.

“Meeting their needs, being
as helpful and accommodat-
ing as possible,” Kollar said
of good customer service.
“Making them happy, basi-
cally.” '

He and others at the
recent Westland Chamber
of Commerce annual meet-
ing, held at Macy’s Lakeshore
Grill, shared views on current
customer service standards.

“I don’t think anybody
cares about it anymore, busi-
ness-wise,” Kollar said. “It’s
an ancient art form. That’s
what sets me apart,” he added

educational needs for the
local, state and national com-
munities.

In his daily life, McNally’s
comfortable with automa-
tion and prefers e-mail use.
“I don’t mind the automation
systems as long as there’s an
option to get to a person,” he
said. He finds pre-selected
options on phone systems
don’t always meet his needs.

He’s done online course-
work for his soon-to-be-com-
pleted doctorate, and is good
with technology. “Hopefully.
They've gotten me through
this far anyway,” McNally
said with a smile of those

with a smile. It has to be
heard in your voice.”

Webb finds technology has
both helped and hurt cus-
tomer service. On the plus
side, computers and Web sites
make getting information
easler.

Jeff Petty’s focused on
customer service for his new
business, EmbroidMe, at
Wayne and Warren roads in
Westland. Its grand opening
was Thursday, Jan. 14.

Petty defines good custom-
er service as people getting
“more than what they expect.
His is a full-service embroi-
dery business, including
apparel, print wear and spirit
wear for schools, along with

Ed

of his high standards. skills. promotional products.
Also at the lunch, Patrick He finds e-mails beneficial “I used to work in the auto-
McNally is president of in that there’s a written and ~ mation industry,” Petty said

the Garden City Board of
Education, as well as Western
Campus president for Wayne
County Community College
District.

“We are service-oriented,”
MeNally said of the Garden
City schools, including stu-
dents, staff and the com-
munity. The district meets

dated record. “You might
lose some of the message,”
McNally said, adding it’s
important to be careful on
wording correspondence,
“Customer service is treat-
ing someone the way you
want to be treated,” said
Sarah Webb, a lunch attendee
and client care manager for

at the Jan. 12 Macy’s lun-
cheon. “You can’t forget at the
end of the daythat the cus-
tomer is what’s important.”

His focus is quality prod-
ucts at reasonable cost. “We
want to deliver on time. The
customer should be thrilled
with it,” the business owner
said.

Workshop aims to boost business

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

One of Wayne County's lead-
ing economic development
officials will be the keynote
speaker as Canton Township
rolls out the first in a series of
workshops intended to bolster
local businesses amid a rough-
and-tumble economy.

Turkia Awada Mullin,
chief development officer of
Wayne County’s Economic
Development Growth Engine,
or EDGE, will help kick off the
Strategies of Success (SOS)
series 7:30-9 a.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 27, at the Summit on the
Park banquet center, 46000
Summit Parkway, Canton.

Efforts to retain local busi-
nesses and help them survive
have remained just as critical
to the township’s economic
health as attracting new com-
panies, Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said.

“We want them to stay in
Canton and thrive,” he said.

To that end, the first SOS
session featuring Mullin has
been organized to educate
businesses on resources, both
in Canton and regionally,
they can tap into not only to
remain afloat but also to pros-
per despite difficult economic
times.

Debra Bilbrey-Honsowetz,
Canton’s economic develop-
ment manager, said SOS series
participants can learn ways
to tap into resources such
as Michigan Works, which
connects employers and busi-
nesses, Schoolcraft College’s
Small Business & Technology
Development Center, the
Canton Public Library, the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
and Canton Township govern-
ment.

“So often there are resources
at no cost or low cost that can
provide positive messages and
education,” Bilbrey-Honsowetz
said.

Among other achievements,
Mullin has played a significant

role in creating the county’s
TURBO (Transforming
Underdeveloped Residential
and Business Opportunities)
program, which provides eco-
nomic incentives to spur new
development and improve-
ments to properties in Wayne
County. Since its inception,
more than $300 million in
TURBO projects have been
approved and more than 2,500
jobs created, officials said.

The SOS series, sponsored
by the township and chamber,
is free to Canton businesses
and local chamber members,
and it includes breakfast.
Companies outside Canton
and who don’t belong to the
chamber may attend for a $10
fee.

To register, call the Canton
chamber at (734) 453-4040 by
Friday, Jan. 22. Several other
workshops are expected to
run through June and will be
announced in coming weeks.

delem@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Wish You Were Here

Vincent J. Cracchiolo took his Westland Observer along for a mid-
December visit to Times Square in New York City. Submit your “Wish
You Were Here" photos to Sue Mason, Observer Newspapers, 615 W.
Lafayette-second level, Detroit, Mi 48226. Photos may be sent as
JPEGs via e-mail to smason@hometownlife.com.

Westiand resident Eileen Rodak took along a copy of the Observer on
A Capitol Christmas, a senior trip through the Friendship Center. In
the distance is Mt. Vernon which was viewed on a sunny December
morning. Included on the trip was a visit to the Capitoi, the Vietnam
memorial, WWil memorial, Korean memorial, a viewing of the musical
A Christmas Carol at Ford's Theater, and a Christmas concert with the
National Symphony led by Marvin Hamlisch. Residents are invited to
submit a photograph of themselves holding a copy of the Observer at
a landmark visited during their travels to Wish You Were Here. Submit
the photograph and information at smason@hometownlife.com.

Listings for the Community Calendar
can be submitted by e-mail at sma-
son@hometownlife.com. They also
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 615 W,
Lafayette - Second Level, Detroit, Mi
48226, or faxed to her attention at fax
at (313) 223-3318. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 222-6751.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Westland Democrats

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26
Location: Dorsey Center, 32715
Dorsey at Venoy (between Palmer
and Michigan) in Westland.

Details: Board meets at 6:30 p.m.
Club meetings are held regularty on

* the fast Tuesday of the month.

Contact: Mike Short, treasurer,
(734) 788-1550. Address is PO. Box
851304, Westland 48185, e-mail
WestiandDemClub@robinwood.com.
Fish Dial-A-Ride

Location: Garden City, Livonia and
Westland

Details: Fish Dial-A-Ride of Western
Wayne County is seeking volunteer
drivers. A nonprofit community ser-
vice group, it provides door-to-door
rides to non-emergency medical
and other necessary appointments
for senior and disabled residents of
Garden City, Livonia and Westland
who are unable to drive and have
no alternative transportation.
Volunteers can specify days, times
and areas they're willing to drive.
Contact: Call (888) 660-2007 and
leave a message.

Nominations sought

Details: Girl Scouts Heart of -
Michigan is asking the community
to submit nominations to recognize
adults who provide exemplary
service te Girl Scouts. Nominations
and letters of endorsement are

due Feb. 1. Nomination forms are
available online at www.gshom.org,
"Yolunteers" fink, or by calfing (800)
49-SCOUT. Girl Scout volunteers cre-
ate opportunities for girls ages 5-17
to build courage, confidence and
character to make the world a bet-
ter place. Nominations are sought
for national recognitions given by
Girl Scouts of the USA, including
outstanding volunteer and outstand-
ing teader. Girl Scouts will formally

 CATHOLIC SCHOC

“A School You Can Believe In” |

We are now taking applications
for the 2010-11 school year

Sunday, January 31, 2010
11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Students of all Christian faiths welcome

48735 Warren Road e Canton, Ml 48187
{734) 459-2490
www.allsaintscs.com ascs9@hotmail.com

OPEN 9-9 7 DAYS A WEEK!

RESTAURANT"

& HISPANIC GROCERY
Tired of “Americanized” Mexican food? We invite
r o

you to fry our “Authentic ﬂavor of Mexico”

3 Daily L STECIAlS
Monday-Fnday sll 95

" Ty our fully prepared o i
Mealstoﬁa' 1

Try our “FRESH”

@H]?@&@HLS&

34707 Ford Road
East of Wayne Rd.
7T34.326-0523

fo Go!

! Opogegsa7r o

L l@l‘ S .
g, For only %@ o

Lunch Option 1-3 Ground Beef Hard Tacos
Lunch Option 2-3 Chicken Burritos
Lunch Option 3-3 Cheese Enchilatdas
I All Lunch Options inciude Rice and Beans '
DINE IN OR CARRY-QUY
with coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. Expxres 3/8/2010

--—%

DINE [N OR CARRY-OUT

l Buy One Dinner Entree and Get Second
of equal or lesser value at 50%.

with coupon only. Not valid with any other offex, Expires 3/8/2010

R RN RED OO ey EROEn ok

412 W. Michigan Ave.
734.5,1-87 8839

%
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

honor recipients at a council-wide
ceremony in Lansing on May tand
at regional recognition events later
that month.

Contact: Send nominations to
SHOM Ann Arbor Regional Center,
1900 Manchester Road, Ann Arbor,
Mi 48104,

Railroadiana

Time/Date: noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Feb.7

Location: SS. Simon & Jude Church,
32500 Palmer, one mile west of
Merriman, Westland.

Details: The Ushers Club is hosting
a Toys and Train Show in the church
hall. There will be approximately .
130 dealer tables available at $10.
To reserve a dealer table, call Norm
at (734) 595-8327. Dealer set-up is 9
a.m. the day of the show. Admission
to the show is $2 per person, $4 per

family. Food and beverages are avail-

able. Parking is free.

LifeCare ;
Time/Date: 7-9:15 p.m. Thursday
Location: 570 S. Main St., Plymouth
Details: LifeCare is a care/support/

. recovery groups for everyone facing

life's challenges.

Contact: Lillian Easterly-Smith at
info lifecarecc@gmail.com or {734) -
956-2109.

Earth Angels

Details: Earth Angels, a children's
entertainment/ performance non-
profit group composed of kids ages
9-16 years old, is currently looking to
fill spots. There are opening for girls
ages 9-11, with at least two years of
dance experience, and hoys ages
9-12 with no experience needed just
an interest in performing. The group
delivers a high energy show made
up of choreographed dance routines
spiced with theatrics and {ip-synch-
ing to the great Oldies music of the
‘50s and ‘60s as well as some cur-
rent fare.

Contact: www.earthangelsontour.
org or by e-mait to eangel1986@
comcast.net.

TOPS 869 meetings

Time/date: Mondays, weigh-ins at
5:30 p.m., followed by the meeting at
615 p.m.

Location: Adams Senior Village,

ORGANIZATIONS

2001 Kaley Ave., south of Palmer,

Westland.

Details: The group is for peop!e age
18 and older.

Contact: The group which meets
on Mondays is for people age 18 and
older.

American Legion Post 251
Time/date: 7 p.m. first Tuesday of
the month :
Location: 1217 Merriman Road,
between Avondale and Palmer,
Westland.

Details: All veterans, male and

. female with an honorable discharge

are welcome to jein.
Contact: www.post251.0rg or call
(734) 326-2607

Higher Rock Cafe
Time/date: 7:30 p.m. second and
fourth Fridays of the month,

‘Location: Wayne-Westland Salvation -

Army, 2300 Venoy, south of Palmer,
Westland.

Details: Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Live
bands perform beginning at 8 pm.
Admission is free, however, a free will
offering will be taken fo support the

bands.
Contact: www.tsa.higherrockcafe.4t.
com or calf (734) 722-3660

Friends of Eloise

Time/date: 7 p.m. third Tuesday of
the month (except July, August and
December) ‘

Location: Collins House in the
Westland Historic Village Park, 857 N.
Wayne Road between Marquette and
Cherry Hill, Westland.

Contact: Jo Johnson at (734) 522-
3918

Writing Group

Time/date: 7 p.m. the second
Wednesday of every month
Location: Wayne Public Library, 3737
S. Wayne Road, Wayne

Details: The Story Circle Network

is made up of women who want to
explore their fives and souls through
life-writing, writing that focuses on
personal experience through mem-
oirs and autobiographies, in diaries,

journals and personal essays.

Participants should bring a notebook
or faptop computer to each meeting

to spend some time writing, and for
those who are comfortabie doing so,
sharing their writing. Membership

in Story Circle’s National Network is
optional. Participation in the group
is free.

Contact: www.storycircle.org or

.send an e-maif to shepry@yahoo.

com

TOPS Mi28

Time/date: 7 p.m. Mondays
Location: Good Shepherd Reformed
Church, 6500 N. Wayne Road, at
Hunter, Westland

Contact: Pat Strong at (734) 326-
3539 or Mary Lowe at (734) 729-6879

TOPS 869

Time/date: Mondays, weigh-ins at
5:30 p.m., followed by the meeting at
615 p.m. .

Location: Adams Senior Village,
2001 Kaley Ave., south of Palmer,
Westland.

Details: The group is for people age
18 and older.

Contact: The group which meets

on Mondays is for people age 18 and
older.

(Garden City Democratic Club

Time/date: 7 p.m. the fourth
Thursday of the month (September

~ through June)

Location: Room 5 of the Maplewood
Center, Maplewood west of
Merriman, Garden City

Contact: Billy Pate at (734) 427-2344

Citizens for Peace
Time/date: 7 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month

Location: Unity of Livonia Church
on Five Mile, between Middlebelt and

Inkster, Livonia
Details: The group is dedicated

. o working for creation of a U.S.

Department of Peace. All are welcome.
Contact: Colleen Mills at (734) 425-0079

In Harmony

Time/date: 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Location; Kirk of Our Savior
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry
Hill, west of Wayne Road, Westland
Details: For men interested in the
chapter’s Renaissance Chorus or
who enjoy quartetting

Contact: call membership chairman
Bob Wolf at (734) 421-1652, or attend
arehearsal

| SIav ilﬁlll’_lll(fll in llle new Wﬂl’Wﬂl B
a subscription to your hometown
Observer Newspaper!

Canton, Farmington, Garden City, Livonia,
Plymouth, Redford and Westland

Get the best LOCAL news, advertising, sports, features and money

saving coupons every week in your Observer newspaper!

Enjoy the Rewards of'subscrlbmg TODAY!

Start a new 6 month Observer subscription or convert to our E-Z
Pay program and we will send you a Reader Rewards card!

Applebee’s

Busch’s Supermarket
Dunkin’ Donuts
Emagine Theatres
Fantastic Sams
Subway

T.G.l. Fridays

Westborn Fruit Market

Valvoline Instant Oil Change

Mail to: Observer Newspapers, 41304 Concept Dr., Plymouth Ml 48170
D$2B.75 (for 6 months) payment inclosed [:I Bill Me DE-Z Pay Program

Name:

Address:

City:

Zip:

Phone:

E-maik:

Card Information: DVISA D Master Card DDiscover

Credit Card Number:

Start Date: ..
Exp. Date: ...

Signature:

For more information about a subscription please call:

DEDGH84548
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Wayne County Executive Bob Ficano, center, joins folks from Tempo international Group, whose holdings include a research and development facility in Canton Township. From feft, Pavic Xu, Jessica Pellegrino, Tempo
Chairman Tianbao Zhou, Bob Ficano, Cindy Zhang and James Zhou.

All dressed up with somewhere to go

Locals make a scene at Auto Show Charity Preview

The 2010 North American International Auto
Show Charity Preview black-tie gala, one of
the top single-night fund-raising events in the
nation, opened its doors to nearly 8,500 guests,
including many from Observerland.

Last Friday’s event raised more than $2 million
for 12 local children’s charities. Ticket sales were
up more than 25 percent over 2009.

Charity Preview attendees enjoyed the concept
and production vehicles on display on the show
floor, as well as the music of the Romantics.

Beneficiaries of the Charity Preview include:
Barat Child and Family Services; Boys &

Girls Club of Southeastern Michigan; Boys
Hope Girls Hope of Detroit; The Children’s
Center; Judson Center; Children’s Services

of Northeastern Guidance Center Assistance
League; The Detroit Institute for Children;
ThinkDetroit PAL; Easter Seals-Michigan;
March of Dimes; Children’s Hospital of
Michigan; and the DADA Charitable : . '

Foundation Fund, a fund of the Community Plymouth Township Chevrolet dealer Scott LaRiche and wife Dawn LaRiche
Fgundation for Southeast Michigan. Geri and Dave Brown, of Canton, pose for a photo by the Chevrofet exhibit. enjoy the Preview.

S ]
Wayne County Sheriff Executive Lt. R. Karl
Burnett and Cmdr. James Edwards work to heip
keep people safe at the auto show. Burnett
haits from Livonia, Edwards is a resident of
Riverview.

Chris Ogden, a WDIV-TV (Channel
4) producer working the preview, rown, awner o
is a resident of Livonia. Preview.

y and Ford Motor Chief Executive Alan Mulally at the 2010 North American International Auto Show Charity

Tom and Eileen Landry, of Highland, pose
in front of the new electric auto, the
Chevrolet Voit. Landry represents March of
Dimes, one of the charities helped by the
Charity Preview.

At left, Teresa Nadolski and her husband own three auto dealerships; Champion Chevy in Howell, Cueter Chrysler is

e == Ann Arbor and Champion Chrysler in Lansing. Cheered by the support of friends and family during a very difficult v e et
State Sen. Bruce Patterson and spouse Phyllis Patterson  year for auto dealers, Nadolski treated the ladies to a night at the Auto show Charity Preview. She is a resident of Former state legistator Rocky Raczkowski
attended the Charity Preview. The Pattersons are from Farmington Hills. Sherry Burns of Farmington Hills, Jennifer Kipper of Farmington Hills, Marityn Smith of Farmington and fiancee Amalia Kaddo are from
Canton. Hills, Teri Spiro of Bloomfield Hills and Mary Patton of Bingham Farms help dress up a Chevrofet. Farmington Hills.
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annual Plymouth ce Festival.

Steve King and the Dittities play in downtown Plymouth Sunday at 1 p.m. as part of the musicai additions to the

Free concerts enhance Ice Fest weekend

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth Ice Festival
organizers reached out and
the Downtown Development
Authority stepped up.

The DDA, charged with
promoting and supporting
Plymouth’s downtown and
the businesses there, is spon-
soring four outdoor concerts
during the Ice Festival, which
opens Friday. The free shows,
at three different locations,
are designed to give festival-
goers more reasons to-stroll
downtown and not limit
their Plvmouth experience to
Kellogg Park, where the festi-
val is centered.

DDA Operations Director
Tony Bruscato said the con-

_certs are the organization’s way

* of enhancing the Ice Festival.
“We want to show (visitors)

a good time and show them

what downtown has to offer,”

Bruscato said.

The concert lineup features
three shows Saturday and one
Sunday:

¢ The Troubadours, 1 p.m.
Saturday, on Penniman
between Main and Harvey.
World music and bossa nova.

» The Shawn Riley Band,
also at 1 p.m. Saturday, on Ann
Arbor Trail between Main and
Harvey. Top 40 hits.

= Global Village, also at 1
p.m. Saturday, on Forest near .
Wing. Soul, funk and rock 'n’
roll.

» Steve King and the
Dittilies, 1 p.m. Sunday, on
Forest near Wing. Oldies and
favorites.

Bruscato said the concerts
will further market the down-
town at a time when thou-
sands of people are already
in Plymouth to view the ice
sculptures. That could prove
more effective, he said, than
trying to lure people into
the city with an entirely new
event. R
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“It's much easier, once you
have people already here, to
engage them,” Bruscato said.
“Ice Fest has been around for
so long, people naturally come
down here.”

Sam Walton of Signature
Professional Group, the Ice
Festival organizer, said the
DDA’s concerts represent the
type of festival involvement
he’s advocated.

“We simply want to give peo-
ple more of an opportunity to
see things downtown,” he said.

Business owners on Forest
are also sponsoring a number
of events during festival week-
end, including a petting zoo
and pony rides for children
during festival hours Saturday
and Sunday.

“Everybody really came
together and the festival has a
good feeling about it,” Walton
said.

miachman@hometowniife.com { (313) 222- .
2405 B o
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“tremendous

To help in Haiti, make sure
charities are legitimate

e have all seen the pic-
tures from Haiti. The
devastation has been

and the prob-
lems people are
experiencing
are immense.
They are com-
pounded by the
fact that Haiti
does not have

a functioning
government.

As
Americans,
when we see
people suffering and people
in need, our natural reaction
is to open our hearts and our
pocketbooks. Federal, state
and local agencies around the
United States have rushed
emergency aid and assistance
to Haiti. The American people,
who are the most generous
people in the history of the
world, have flooded charitable
organizations with contribu-
tions.

Unfortunately, many from
around the world look at this as
an opportunity to profit from
the misery of others.

During natural disasters that
have occurred in the past liter-
ally thousands of scams by peo-
ple seek to take advantage of
the generosity of the American
people.

Bogus Web sites popped up
overnight soliciting money for

Money Matters

Unfortunately, many from around the world fook at this as an
opportunity to profit from the misery of others. During natural
disasters that have occurred in the past literally thousands of
scams by people seek to take advantage of the generosity of the

American people.

victims. Because of this, it is
important to protect ourselves
so that money donated is used
for the intended purpose.
Resources are not available

to shut these scams down.
Consumers must be the last
line of defense.

In order to protect your
hard-earned money, before you
donate to a charitable organi-
zation, follow these tips.

*Do not respond to unsolic-
ited e-mails. It doesn’t matter
if they have a professionally
done Web site and a tear-jerker
appeal. Be cautious Don't set-
yourself up for identity theft.
Deleted all unsolicited e-mail.

*Be cautious of telephone
solicitations. Phone solicita-
tions should be avoided for the
same reasons as e-mails. Even
for legitimate charities that use
phone solicitations, a substan-
tial amount of a contribution
goes to the solicitor, not to the
charity itself.

*Before you give your hard-
earned money to a charity,
check it out. Make sure it is
legitimate and that the bulk of
your money is going for chari-

table purposes. There are a
couple excellent Web sites that
can help, www.charitynaviga-
tor.org and www.give.org.
Both of these Web sites can

_ help you determine whether

the charity you are considering
is legitimate and how much of
the money collected actually
goes to the charitable purpose
vs. administrative and/or fund
raising. In addition, the Better
Business Bureau also provides
a helpful list of charities that
are providing assistance in
Haiti and meet BBB standards.

The Haitian people are in
need and the American people
want to assist. If you are think-
ing about helping out in Haiti
or, in fact, if youre thinking of
donating to any charity, make
sure you do your homework
ahead of time so that your
money can make a difference.
Good luck.

Rick Bioom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com, For more
information, visit his Web site at www.
bloomassetmanagement.com.

Spaghetti dinner

The monthly spaghetti din-
ner at the Dyer Senior Center
in Westland will be 4-7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 22. Enjoy spaghet-
11, salad and dessert, as well as
entertainment, for $6.

The center also has pinochle
and euchre games at 1 p.m.
Wednesdays and pinochle is
played at 1 p.m. Fridays.

.. The Dyer Center is at 36745
- Marquette, east of Newburgh.

NEWS BRIEFS

For more information, call
(734) 419-2020.

Weight Watchers

The Friendship Center has -
a Weight Watchers program
offered to members only.
Meetings are 4:30 and 5:30
p-m. each Tuesday. Weight
Watchers offers educational
meetings to assist members in
making better food choices and
living a healthier lifestyle.
~ This program can help older

28829 Ford Rd. * Garde
Between Middiebelt & Inkster

8 oz. 3oz
) 25.99 11.99

[(CoTo | [T 54.29 Goodstuff & Kentuc S £
Camel........ crrerravevsavanscarans 55.29 16 0z. © goi(_y elec
Winston.........ccccevnvccnnicnns 13.99 6.99
Pall Mall............cccoeveii. " Largo
Basic...........coniiiinnn Big Small
Virginia Slims.. 42.99 .99
M’sﬂ Brices Plus Tax Criss Cross OHM 4 Aces

PECIALS! 160z. 16 oz. 16 oz.

: 16.99

McClintock, Rave & Gambler

“adults control Type II diabe-

tes, high cholesterol and other
diseases where weight may be
a factor. To participate in this
program, you must be 50 years
or older and a member of the
Friendship Center — no excep-
tions.

The center also offers other
programs that may help you
realize your weight or lifestyle
goal. Check out exercise pro-
grams for supportive classes to

healthier living.

o

- 15.99 16.99

Rated PG-13

As seen on:

-The Tonight Show
-VH1 & Comedy Central
-NPR’s Marketplace

ickets'and Information,
itonvillagetheater.org

Call 734/394-5460

Any Tobaccd Cans’.“ ‘25.99

ur oub!és and Laugh Until It Hurts with

‘riday, January 22, 2010 at 8 PM
' at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill
50400 Cherry Hili Road  Canton, MI 48187

It’s stand-up comedy for the h,ole amily ! So don’t forget to bring Dad! |
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Our fundamental purposes are to
enhance the lives of our readers;
nurture the hometowns we serve
and contribute to the business
success of our customers.

OUR VIEWS
W-W public
input rules a
plus for all

Last week, the Wayne-Westland Board
of Education approved a public participation
policy to oversee speaking at board meetings.
Provisions include a three-minute limitation on
speaking per person, compared to the previous
five minutes.

“It’s not intended to limit speech, but to let as
many people speak as possible,” board President
Skip Monit said at the Jan. 11 meeting.

There are two chances to speak at each board
meeting: after business items are concluded, and
earlier related to agenda items.

There’s a hierarchy for speaking as well. First
priority goes to audience members with chil-
dren who attend school in the district, with sec-
ond priority going to those who live in the dis-
trict without having students and school district
employees.

Delegations who wish to speak to the board
would be required to designate a speaker to pres-
ent their views. If the board president finds that
several audience members wish to express the
same or similar views that another speaker has
already presented, the president may recognize
the next speaker.

Provisions are included for decorum, to guar-
antee speakers maintain courtesy.

The new procedures have been reviewed to
make sure they’re legal. Giher public bodies,
such as the Westland City Council, have long
operated under similar provisions.

The recent Wayne-Westland school closings
and realignment have been painful, but that
doesn’t mean the board’s reaction was knee-jerk
last week in voting in the provisions. Meetings
need to allow residents and business people

ample time to air their views; but not at the

expense of others.

Decorum is called for, too, and to remember
that school board members are essentially volun-
teers giving their time and talents to their com-
munity. They’re accountable for their actions, as
are administrators. They deserve, however, to be
treated with reasonable respect.

I couldn’t belzeve how much ty -
directors are maklng over $90; OO(). C1f the
mayor was serious about cutting expenses all
he has to do is look around his office and city
hall. Cut all the directors’ pay and eliminate car
allowances completely for all city emplovees,
police and fire depts. I think the mayor would
have a lot more leverage with the city unions
if they saw that real cuts were being made at
city hall. These directors make double what the
average city employee makes and along with the
perks they receive it is obscene. So how about it,
Mr. Mayor, why don’t you lead by example? I'm
sure you could find some qualified directors for
say $55,000.00 per year.

myboat wrote:

Two percent increase, that’s a laugh, the direc-
tors just got a 5 percent increase six months ago.

In response to “Cops start issuing e~
tickets™:

rodneydfield wrote:

You're right, that doesn’t seem right at all.

I would think that records would be available
24-48 hours after they are written/filed by the
officer, hmmm.

Also you would think the first copy would be
free and then of course you have to pay for lost
or subsequent copies.

You should contact one of the Council mem-
bers and have them look into it for you. I have
found them quite helpful in the past.

¢ GANNETT

Sue Mason | Susan Rosiek Grace Perry
Community | Executive Editor | Director of
Editor | / Pubtisher Advertising

|

“Basketball, hockey and

AFSCME response

This letter is in response to “Mayor:
‘At an impasse’ with AFSCME” pub-
lished in the Westland Observer on Jan.
10, 2010.

Apparently, Mayor Wild just does
not have his facts straight. The total
number AFSCME members working for
the City of Westland has not been 125
for years due to layoffs and attrition.
There are over 20 positions less than
the mayor’s claim, 103 to be exact, and
all departments are performing more
work with fewer employees. The mayor
should know how many employees are
under his charge.

AFSCME Local 1602 in no way
intended to negotiate through the news-
paper as meetings proceeded, and looks
to resolve differences at the bargain-
ing table. It was shocking to find the
mayor threatening layoffs and outsourc-
ing work in the paper, especially after
accepting the Appointed Officials and
Mayor’s Office pay and benefit plan last
week.

While the administration claims
they have made “cuts” in their wages
and benefits, the Appointed Official’s
Pay Plan does not come close to what
AFSCME employees are expected to
accept from the administration. The
union proposed significant savings
to the city in the areas of health care,
wages, and pension. In some cases,
union proposals exceeded the savings of
those proposed by the administration.
This administration would rather bal-
ance the entire city budget on the backs
of the least compensated employees in
the city, and implement concessions
that they themselves are unwilling to
accept.

Residents need to be concerned.
Usually, outsourcing is not the most
cost-effective way to provide good
service. The most recent snowfall is
a good example. The administration
contracted for brine application on the
roads for a large dollar amount. Did
Westland roadways look any better than
surrounding city roadways without
brine or as they have in previous years?
Residents know the answer to this
question and their safety should not be
jeopardized. The monies spent on this
contract could have covered a lot of salt,
fuel, and overtime.

Another taxpayer concern should be
ongoing attorney and consulting costs.
Excessive use runs rampant, yet the
current administration does not seem to
be concerned about cost cutting in this
area. The mayor and his appointees are
compensated extremely well to man-
age the issues of the city. Why should
taxpayers pay for both administrators
and consultants? Perhaps the Westland
City Council should look into outsourc-
ing administrators. After all, as Mayor
Dave Bing said, “Cities are service pro-
viders, not job providers.”

Larry Roman

AFSCME Local 1602 president

‘Green’ jobs?

The tax and spend plan the Obama
administration has been on in the last
year is doing exactly what the experts
said it would; halt the economy and
send the jobless rate skyrocketing. Not
one of Obama’s cabinet members has
ever held a real job with a private com-
pany. They have no clue on what makes

SEB RS

I'm not really interested in

'COMMUNITY VOICE

LETTERS

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We welcome your Letter to the Editor.
Please include your name, address and |
phone number for verification. We ask your
letters be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.

Submit letters via the following formats.
Web: www.hometownlife.com

E-mail: smason@hometowniife.com.

Blog: You may alse let your opinions be heard
with your own blog at hometownlife.com.
Deadline: Letters must be received by 9 a.m.
Monday to be published in the Thursday edition.

the economy tick because they’ve always
been paid by our tax dollars and have
never had to tighten their belts like we
do when times get tough.

Now Obama comes out with a new
green-jobs program that will cost tax-
payers $2.3 billion. He predicts special
tax credits for all of his faddish “energy
savers” — jobs selected by EPA bureau-
crats will create 17,000 new jobs. This
is out of a total workforce of 153 mil-
lion.

The average cost of these alleged
new green jobs will be $135,000 per
job. It’s sort of like the $780 billion
stimulus plan, half of which has sup-
posedly saved 1 million jobs at roughly
$200,000 per job. Let us not forget that
Obama told us that if we passed the
stimulus, the unemployment rate would
not exceed 8 percent, we've been at over
10 percent for months now.

Obama’s EPA is now going to penal—
ize manufacturing America, or what’s
left of it — with tougher standards "
to reduce smog. Of course, smog has
already fallen 25 percent in the last
three decades. This little beauty could
cost us up to $90 billion annually.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
recently announced that he is closing
down federal lands for oil and gas drill-
ing. This with the price of oil hovering
around $83 a barrel and retail gas at
the pump moving in the direction of $3
per gallon, you have to wonder if any-
body in Washington has any common
sense at all.

Phil Solarz
Westland

Sales clerks paid to be friendly

During Christmas I encountered sev-
eral people whose role it is to interact
with the public and found their behav-
ior woefully inexcusable. There was a
female Santa hat-wearing bell ringer
who didn’t offer a “Merry Christmas”
or even a tepid “thank you” but only
grimaced a “mad-at-the-world” scowl
at me on two occasions when I dropped
some coins into her red kettle — a dis-
credit to the organization she repre-
sented.

Only one store clerk wished me a
“Merry Christmas” and few even ven-
tured an insipid “Happy Holidays.”

The sad fact is that the rudeness of
people in the public sector is a systemic,
yearlong blemish. True, not all cus-
tomers are likable, but sales clerks are
paid to be friendly — part of their job
involves pampering customers to curry
the favor of repeat business. It's amaz-
ing how store managers ineptly fail to
impress this basic business principle

Martial arts and karate.

With the Winter Olympics approachmq, which sports are you most mterested in watch

ingon TV?
We asked this question at the Maplewood Center in Garden City.

tennis.” the Winter Olympics.” Robert Yarber Shane Yarber
Andrew Osborne Betty Dittberner Garden City Garden City
Garden City Garden City

upon their underlings. Retaining loyal
customers should be of utmost priority
in this economy.

There’s a local grocery store which I
frequent for convenience (not for the
sub-standard help they employ) which
has some of the rudest clerks this side
of planet Earth. I was once there a few
da,ys prior to Christmas, picking up
some milk, waiting behind a woman
who had a cart full of items. The sales
clerk was extremely friendly to her, con-
cluding the transaction with a hearty
“Merry Christmas!” When my turn
came, this clerk said absolutely noth-
ing to me — not even a “hello” or “thank
you,” but I thanked her as I wanted to
demonstrate that unlike her, I wasn’t an
idiot. Another stone-faced clerk at this
store also won’t speak to me when she
waits on me ~ I'm surprised she doesn’t
growl at me!

Sales clerks should smile and greet
customers who enter their establish-

~ment. They should ask if you need
assistance — erring on the side of overly
helpfulness — especially if the customer
aimlessly wanders the aisles for more
than a few minutes. In large stores
such as Meijer, Home Depot, etc., you
could wander the store for days before
encountering another human being!

All customers are deserving of
respect, regardless of how shabbily
dressed they might be, or how small-
their purchase is. The attitude of sales. .
clerks fielding phone inquiries is aleo
appalling.

They’ll often act annoyed as 1f you ré.
interrupting their Internet porn surflng
time.

Leo Weber
Livonia

‘Just plain stupid”

We find Rush Limbaugh’s recént com-
ments to be quite typical Limbaugh
hate and racial fear mongering as well -
as being quite unacceptable. Limbaugh,
who pompously claims “talent on load
from God,” has severely criticized - *
President Obama, claiming the 100;000
plus death in Haiti plays “right into
Obama’s hands.” Limbaugh wants to
know if Dr. Ezekiel Emmanuel, brother
of Obama’s chief of staff, Rahm, is
going to carry out “Obama death squads
in Haiti.” Rush warns against sending
any money for Haitian relief.

We find these and other com-
ments to be quite offensive. Robert
Gibbs, Obama’s press secretary, calls .
Limbaugh’s comments “just plain stu-
pid.” Beyond just plain stupid, we would
add obnoxious and hateful.

Obama is responding to the Haitian
humanitarian crisis swiftly and effec-
tively. Just yesterday, Obama named
previous presidents Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush to coordinate Haitian
relief efforts. During this crisis, the
Limbaughs of the world have earned
the right to be ignored, not censored.
Censorship may contribute to the pre-
vention of Limbaugh making a continu-
ous fool of himself.

While bodies are being dug out
from the rubble, this is no time for
Limbaugh’s biased and skewed politi-
cal fairy tales. This is the time to help
our neighbor in Haiti, one of the poor-
est countries in the world, where people
have lost what little they had. :

Gerald and Dolores Maxey
Farmington Hills
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Gwen Stefani jewelry lin

Young de5|gner S nsmg star at Miriam Haskell

BY WENSDY VON BUSKIRK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

West Bloomfield’s own
Samantha Bankle Schefman
recently made history in the
- world of costume jewelry,
becoming the youngest design-

er at the legendary Miriam
Haskell company.

Her first assignment?
Creating singer Gwen Stafani’s
Harajuku Lovers line, set to
hit Macy’s in March.

Schefman, who graduated
from Groves High School
in Birmingham, secured an
internship at Miriam Haskell
in New York City upon earn-
ing her B.F.A. from College
for Creative Studies last May.
After four months, she was
hired full-time.

. “T'm extremely lucky to get
this position,” Schefman said.
“I signed on as the young-

est member of the company
in October, right before my
birthday. I just turned 23 in
November.”

The late Miriam Haskell
founded her namesake com-
pany in the 1920s and became
known for partnering with
talented designers to create

-unique, high-quality costume
jewelry. Her vintage pieces,
worn by the likes of Joan
Crawford, Lucille Ball, Gloria
Vanderbilt and the Duchess
of Windsor, are highly sought
by collectors and displayed in
museums internationally.

Now corporate-owned,
Miriam Haskell has ventured
into creating jewelry for celeb-
rities, designers and depart-
ment stores including Betsey
Johnson, J. Lo, Calvin Klein,

Member

FDIC

Bnkle

Vera Wang and Old Navy.

The company recently
signed an exclusive license
agreement with Gwen Stefani,
who already has successful
clothing, handbag and fra-
grance lines.

MUSIC INSPIRED

Schefman said she grew up
listening to Stefani’s band No
Doubt, and now analyzes the
singer’s solo work.

“I study it for the line Tm
working on,” Schefman said.
“It’s definitely a reference and
everything she sings about is
translating into our designs. I've
taken myself away from being
afan and more of working for
her.”

The jewelry, like Stefani’s
other fashion ventures, is
inspired by the Tokyo street cul-
ture embodied by her Harajuku
Girls back-up dancers.

Make the most of your savings during our Big Savings Sale.
Enrofl in the Charter One Circle Gold banking package, a premier offering from the bank
for saving. Let our comprehensive banking package help you get the most frem your savings
with preferred interest rates on CDs and Money Market accounts and reduced rates on home
equity loans and mortgages. You'll have access to our best in class rewards programs, as well
as our dedicated 24/7 Circle Gold banking phone support specialists, Giving you more for

your money. That’s just something one good citizen does for another.

“The line has ended up being
pieces for the fans that are
kind of based around the girls
and Gwen,” she said. “A lot
of it’s based on what’s trendy
and what’s selling, but we're

experimenting with all differ- -

ent materials. The first set is
very rock chic.”

After the launch, the com-
pany expects to release a new
group of Harajuku Lovers jew-
elry every three months.

“They’ll be very different
looks. They’ll be cohesive but
they’ll definitely transition for
the seasons and our own inspi-
rations,” Schefman said.

According to Schefman,
Stefani caused a stir when she
visited the Miriam Haskell
offices in Manhattan to plan
her line. “People wanted to
meet her and be there because

" she’s gorgeous and perfectly
- put together, so we weren’t

Call
Click:

Come in:

even allowed in the meeting,”
Schefman said. “T haven’t met
her yet, but I have a whole lot
of respect for Gwen. She’s defi-
nitely driven and talented.”

ARTISTIC FAMILY

Schefman said she was
excited to be assigned to the
Harajuku Lovers collection
and coincidentally, it wasn’t
her first brush with Stefani.
While at CCS, she interned at
Stefani and Company in Keego
Harbor, owned by Cary and
Jesse Stefani, who are rela-
tives of Gwen and designed the
wedding ring for her marriage
to musician Gavin Rossdale.

Schefman, whose father
Robert Schefman is a painter
and Head of Foundations at
CCS and mother Christine
Schefman is Director of
Contemporary Art at David
Klein Gallery in Birmingham,
said she was raised to be an
artist and always encouraged
to return to New York City,
where she was born.

Although her first love is
black and white photography,
Schefman decided to focus on
jewelry design as a career and
targeted Miriam Haskell for
employment.

“m obsessed with collecting
vintage jewelry,” she said.

Schefman currently lives in
Brooklyn and plans to launch
her own jewelry line soon
under the label Samantha
Bankle Designs.

Macy’s has locations at Somerset
Collection in Troy, Twelve Daks Mall

in Novi and Westland Center. To read
Samantha Schefman’s blog, visit love-
babybanks.com.

1-877-TOP-RATE
charterone.com

Any Charter One

Available in select markets " »nuat Parcentage Yield (APY) accurate as of publication date. Offer may be withdrawn or changed without notice and cannot be combined with another GD offer. Personal accounts/Select markets. $1,000,000

maximum, Penaity for early withdrawai. Charter One is RBS Citizens, N.A.
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Golden Opportunity

HOLLYWOOD -~ A FossatiUS
handbag, by Birmingham
designer Catherine Fossati
Healey, was featured on the
Golden Globes Red Carpet
Sunday night. The Venice
Clutch was carried by Mai-
Linh, wife of actor Michael
Stuhlbarg. Both Michael and
Mai-Linh were dressed by
stylist Allison Rae. Fossati
is a boutique luxury brand

specializing in exquisite lim-

ited edition handbags that
focus on innovative design
and use luxurious materials
like genuine alligator, ostrich
and lizard. Each handbag is
discretely branded and comes
with a card of authenticity
marked with the production
number of the limited edition.
Visit www.FossatiUS.com.

Parisian Community Day

LIVONIA -~ Parisian will hold
its semi-annual Community
Day event Saturday, Feb.

27. Non-profit groups may
sign up now by logging on to
communitydayevent.com to
reguest event booklets and -
begin raising funds for their
organization. In 2009, over
$10 million was raised by
participating nonprofit orga-
nizations through Parisian
semi-annual Community Day
events.

Eligible Community Day
organizations include local
501C-3 nonprofit organiza-
tions and schools. Non-profit
groups sell savings booklets
for $5 and in return, the pur-

chaser receives a $10 off cou- -

pon, plus more than $50 in
special savings on products as
well as coupons valid on regu-

Mai-Linh and husband Michael
Stuhlbarg at the Golden Globe
Awards. She carries a FossatiUs
handbag, by Birmingham designer
Catherine Fossati Healey.

lar and sale price merchandise
on Feb. 27. The organization
keeps 100 percent of the $5
donation. The Community
Day event provides an oppor-
tunity for local 501C-3 orga-
nizations to raise the funds
needed to support their mis-
sions.

The Bon-Ton Stores, Inc.
operates 278 stores, includ-
ing 11 furniture galleries, in
23 states in the Northeast,
Midwest and upper Great
Plains under the Bon-Ton,
Bergner’s, Boston Store,
Carson Pirie Scott, Elder- = .
Beerman, Herberger’s and
Younkers nameplates and,
stores in metro Detroit under
the Parisian nameplate. The
stores offer a broad assort-
ment of brand-name fashion
apparel and accessories for
women, men and children, as
well as cosmetics and home
furnishings.

We bring logs back to Hlix

undor an howr with
No downtine, 00 stripping.
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¢ Kielbasa & Kraut
e Gity Chicken
® Potato Pancakes

» Pierogis
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Board Gertified interventionial Radintogist
Board Certified Phiebofogist 3

Stop in for Mom S
Home-Made
Chicken Noodle Soup!

734-420-150

734-425-9800

An exceptienal home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,
Memory Impaired and Alzheimer’s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing

-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free

-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

-Planned Activities

-Beauty & Barber Shop

-0n Cali Nurse Practitioner
-Medication Management
-Incontinence Management
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Located at 8121 Lilley
between Joy & Warren Roads
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Next Time You Need Fresh Flowers For Any Occas1on.g.CaII Or Emaﬂ o
Carolynn Russo. You Can Reach Her At Joe’s Most Mondays, Wednesdays, Tbursdays
& Fridays From 9:30-3:00 Or Email Her At crfloristl@aol.com At Anytime.

Bear Creek Soup Mixes Fresh Baked Dazlv At Joe’s Joe’s In Store
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/ Rolls each Flavor of The Week
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Novi treys bounce Stevenson in division clash

mission, 31-all, with 29.4 seconds left on  of the game. The period ended on Ozeir’s
Justin Hopton’s triple, one of four by the  tip-in at the buzzer.
Wildcats. Novi then put it away by making 6-of-
The other three during the period 8 fourth~quarter shots along with 8-of-11
came from Ozeir. , free throws. :
“He (Ozeir) had a great start to the The closest the Spartans would get
Stevenson. Novi, meanwhile, is now 7-2 overall year and had some huge games,” Novi was 57-50 with 4:36 remaining when
But the long-range marksmanship and 3-1in the KLAA Central. coach Cory Heitsch said. “We expect Jonathan Campbell converted a conven-
came from a most unlikely source — a The Wildcats led 15-12 after one quar- him get and hit open shots. He justhas  tional three-point play.
6-foot-8 center. ter, but Stevenson pulled ahead 29-25 to let the game come to him and it was “It looked like boys among men,”
Junior Samer Ozeir, who finished with  with 2:19 to go until halftime ontwo of  certainly good to see him make shots.”  Stevenson coach Mike Allie said. “We
a game-high 22 points, popped infour  senior guard Bobby Naubert’s team-high =~ The Wildcats, hitting 8-of-16 shots got outworked on the glass and on the
of his team’s nine triples to propel the 20 points. from the floor, outscored Stevenson 19-9 :
Wildcats to a key 71-54 victory. Novi, however, pulled even at inter- during the third quarter to take control

SIDELINES

CHS Hall of Fame

The eighth annual
Livonia Churchill Athletics
Hall of Fame induction
dinner will be Thursday,
March 11, at the Italian-
American Hall, 39200 Five

" Mile, Livonia.

Among the inductees are
coach Mike Hughes (vol-
leyball and track), athlete
Michelle Phillips (2003
graduate; volleyball, cross
country, track) and the
1990 state Class A runner-

BY BRAD EMONS '
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ' ] Bovs Hoops
Novi used a barrage of three-point- Stevenson, which had its six-game
- ers Tuesday evening to knock off KLAA  winning streak snapped, falls to 6-2
Central boys basketball leader Livonia overall and 3-1 in the division.

Please see HOOPS, B3

Unable to

maintain

State-ranked Chiefs stop Pats cold in 2nd half

BY TIM SMITH
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For the first 16 minutes Tuesday, Canton’s
girls basketball team finally found itselfin a
real battle against host Livonia Franklin.

The Patriots — deadlocked with the Chiefs
in the KILAA South entering the game — led
25-24 at halftime behind eight points from
junior guard Chelsea Williams, along with
tough inside game and pressure defense that
at times frustrated state-ranked Canton.

But things changed dramatically as soon
as the third quarter began, and by the time
the stanza was over the Chiefs outscored the
Pats 11-0 and were off and running to a 50~
35 victory.

“It was a tale of two halves,” lamented
Franklin coach Dave McCall, whose team
dropped to 6-3 overall and 3-11in the South.

A few minutes later, McCall said the entire
squad played well in the first half, “but in the
second half, they just started trying to force
things.”

Of course, a big factor in that was adjust-
ments made by Canton coach Brian Samulski

at the break. ,

" The Canton coachtold his team (9-1, 4-0)
to keep Williams (12 points, seven rebounds)
from penetrating to the basket as well as quit
trying to “reach and lunge” in bids for steals,
that if not successful, sometimes leave players
out of position.

rim and they were getting layups.”

Canton’s huge third quarter started to
gather steam about two minutes in when
junior forward Kari Schmitt (12 points) sank
a spinning hook shot in the lane.

That made it 27-25 Canton and then Kari
dished a feed to twin sister Sara Schmitt (17
points), who drained a jumper from the left
side of the key for a four-point edge.

Kari Schimnitt followed up with back-to-
back buckets (one on a nifty pass from Sara)
and suddenly Canton enjoyed a 33-25 edge
with 2:30 left in the third.

Senior guard Lindsay Winters (12 points),
who kept the Chiefs close in the second quar-
ter with a couple of treys, finished the third
quarter surge with a layup following a steal
by sophomore guard Robyn Mack.

That was one of 22 times in the game that
the Patriots gave up the basketball, with most
of those turnovers coming in the second half.

“When they start imploding like that
you just got to try to get them to catch their
breath and regroup,” McCall said. “And that’s
tough to do when you play a team like that,
they don'tlet up.

“When Canton gets you down, they keep
you down.”

Contributing eight and five points for
Franklin, respectively, were senior guard
Amanda Nixon and senior center Senneca
Scott. : ‘

Kari and Sara Schmitt each registered
seven rebounds for the Chiefs while junior

Franklin’s Katie Neu (25) is hemmed in by Canton defender Sara Schmitt during Tuesday's

KLAA South Division clash for first place.

“The second half was much better,”
Samulski said. “Our kids played great posi-
- tion ‘D, got in the stance, got in position,
didn’t reach.
“The key is keeping Chelsea Williams'in
BILLBRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  front, When she broke us down (in the first
half), then we had the Schmitts and Bridges

forward Kayla Bridges helped the Chiefs with
four points and five rebounds.

“It’s good to have games like that,”
Samulski said. “The kids knew Franklin's a
solid team. It’s good to be challenged and it
was good to see how the kids responded.”

rotating over and we were leaving kids at the  tsmith@hometownfife.com [313) 222-6785

Patriots break ice, snap 37-game skid

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Livonia Franklin ended 22 months of
frustration and tasted victory for the first
time since Feb. 23, 2008, with a 4-2 victory
Saturday over host Taylor Unified at the
Taylor Sportsplex Ice Arena.

The Patriots got a pair of goals from
junior Adam Michael to snap a 37-game
losing streak.

“Win or lose, it’s great to see the develop-
ment our players having worked so hard to
obtain,” Wirgau said.

“We have come such a long way, but
we're not celebrating anything. We still
have so much more to prove. We finally
have the ‘right’ personnel and players
in that locker room, and it shows in our
play”

Franklin, now 1-12 on the season, led 1-
0 after one period on Michael’s goal from
Tyler Dewhirst and Cyle Slinder.

The Pdtriots built a 3-1lead after two
periods as Michael scored again from
Dewhirst and Aaron Hoffmeyer followed by

S s e

PREP HOCKEY

Kevin Webb’s goal from Jacob Wirgau and
Matt Jarecki.

Ryan Hopkins got Taylor Unified (5-6)
on the board in the second period with an
even-strength goal from Tyler Keith. The
hosts then cut the deficit to 3-2 in the final
period on Cody Wood’s goal from Jody
Matyaszek and Derrick Wallace.

But Kevin Webb’s goal from Robbie Ringe
iced the victory.

The Patriots controlled play from the
opening face-off and outshot Taylor
Unified, 31-29.

Franklin goaltender Anthony Crechiolo
made 27 saves in the triumph, while Taylor
Unified’s Dustin Lemay also had 27 stops.

“It was great to see such maturity from
everyone,” Wirgau said.

“Our goaltender was great, having just
come back from a concussion suffered four
games earlier.”

bemons@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6851
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Lady Ocelot signees

The Schoolcraft College women's volleyball program has added three players
off Livonia Churchill's 53-6 team which reached the Class A state semifinals
fast November in Battle Creek. Among the signees for next fall include (from
left): Taylor Kerr, a first-team Ali-Observer selection who played libero; Chrissy
Maleske; and second-team All-State and first-team Ail-Observer selection Sarah
Supplesa. Schoolcraft finished 23-17 at year ago and finished fourth in the
MCCAA's Eastern Conference under coach Rich Lamb.

R

only |

up boys soccer team.

Hors d’oeuvres and cash
bar start at 6 p.m. followed
by welcome and introduc-
tions at 6:30 p.m. Dinner
starts at 6:45 p.m. with the
program from 7:30-9 p.m.

Tickets are $35 per per-
son (if purchased by March
1) or $45 (after March 1).
Checks should be made
payable to: Churchill
Athletic Patrons, and
mailed to Pete Charnley,
CAP treasurer, 16867
Fairway, Livonia, M1
48154,

For more information,
call Dan ‘Andaloro at (734)
7'76-4523, o