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The Westland Histonc 
Commission will present its 
second annual Armed Services 
Day celebration from noon 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, May 2, at 
the Westland Historic Village 
Park, on Wayne Road between 
Marquette and Cherry Hill. 

The event will feature re-
enactors from five different 
wars, a weapons demonstration 
and a PowerPoint presentation 
titled "Marines on the Great 
Lakes." 

The public is invited. 

Westland Mayor William 
Wild will collaborate with 
the Westland Chamber of 
Commerce for a mayoral busi­
ness luncheon at noon Tuesday 
inside the atrium of the William 
D. Ford Career Technical 
Center. 

A formal presentation will 
follow inside the facility's audi­
torium. 

The luncheon comes on the 
heels of the mayor's recent 
announcement that phase one 
of Westland's "trash-into-cash" 
curbside recycling program is 
set to begin in mid-June. He 
will give an overview of the 
program, the first of its kind in 
Wayne County. 

Tickets for the event are $15 
per person and will be available 
at the door. The luncheon is 
open to the public. 

The career technical center is 
located on Marquette between 
Newburgh and Wayne roads. 

For information on becoming 
a Westland chamber member, 
call (734) 326-7222 or visit 
www.westlandchamber.com. 

if amne.' 
Westland 18th District Court 

is continuing a ticket amnesty 
program through the end of 
April. For those who have over­
due balances on citations, the 
court will waive the $35 default 
late fee, the $50 warrar.it cost 
and the 20 percent late fee on 
eligible cases. 

Payments must be made in 
full. The court's business hours 
are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.nis. The 
buiHing is located behiiid the 
Westland police station on Ford 
Road between Newburgh and 
Wayne. 

Credit card payments may 
be made by phone or over the 
Internet. 

For more information, 
call the court at (734) 595-
8720. The court's Web site is 
www.18thdistrictc6urt.com. 

'Most giving person' 

' TOM f'AVVLtY | STiFF PhOTOS^APHf R 

Westland's 2 0 0 9 First Citizen Meriem Kadi has a simple philosophy for volunteering. She just wants t o help her city 
improve and make it a place where people are proud to live. 

Meriem Kadi named Westland's First Citizen 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Community volunteer Meriem Kadi has 
worked tirelessly for more than a decade to 
make Westland a better place by lending a help­
ing hand to charitable organizations, the public 
library, the local planning commission and, late­
ly, the city's environmentally conscious Mission 
Green program. 

"I just want to see our city grow in the right 
direction and be a part of making it a place 
where people are proud to live," she said. 

Kadi's efforts have earned her the 2009 First 
Citizen of the Year award in a contest sponsored 
by the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and the 
Westland Chamber of Commerce. 

"I'm still a little shocked and very blessed," she 
said, admitting that she's not accustomed to all 
the attention she is receiving. "I feel very hon­
ored and humbled and thankful. 

"I do things because I love doing them, but I 
guess it's great to get an award for it, too." 

Kadi, 49, will be honored as First Citizen dur­
ing an event scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday at 
the American Legion Post No. 32 on Newburgh 
north of Joy in Livonia. Tickets for the dinner 
are $35 per person and are available by call­
ing the Westland chamber at (734) 32(»'-7222, 
President Brookellen Swope said. 

Kadi, a real estate agent and part-time 
employee for W.C.A. Assessing in Westland, has 

given her time for charitable golf outings for 
organizations as diverse as the Westland cham­
ber, the Rotary Club, and the city's police and 
fire departments. 

She has helped the Westland Community 
Foundation with its charitable Christmas events, 
and she has volunteered for the Friends of the 
Library since the city opened the beloved facility 
in 1996, also serving as the fund-raising group's 
president. 

"It's definitely a passion of mine," she said. "I 
enjoy the ladies I sit on the board with, and we 
help raise funds for whatever the library can't 
pay for. It's just been a very enjoyable experi­
ence." 

Kadi has served on the planning commission 
nearly six years, helping to evaluate new devel­
opment proposals that ultimately get decided by 
the Westland City Council. 

"It's right up my alley with real estate," she 
said. 

Kadi also helps with Mayor William Wild's 
"Wild About Yputh" effort that raises money 
through bowling outings and other events to 
benefit programs for the city's youngsters. 

Moreover, she said she has been pleased to 
serve as a member of Wild's Mission Green 
team, aimed to making the city more environ­
mentally friendly. To that end, she is excited that 
Westland will soon benefit from a new curbside 
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Suspects sought in coin theft at Petland 
BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER SrAFFWR'lER 

Westland police are seeking 
two suspects accused of a bra­
zen, afternoon theft inside the 
Petland store on Warren Road 
east of Wayne. 

The incident happened about 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday when one 
suspect went into an unlocked 
office while the manager was 
out, took a bag containing $200 
to $300 in coins and fled the 
store after he was spotted by 
an employee, police Sgt. David 
Zucchetto said. 

The man, described as a black 
male with a light to medium 
complexion, was seen on a sur­
veillance video used by police to 
release his picture to the public. 

A store owner told police that 
the male suspect is believed to 
have had a female accomplice 
who also was captured on the 
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Man convicted 
of assault, ruled 
mentally ill 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A transient man accused of stabbing and robbing 
a woman outside a Westland gas station is fac­
ing sentencing May 11 after he was convicted by a 
Wayne County Circuit Court judge. 

Myron Terrell Boone, 27, was found guilty of 
armed robbery and assault with intent to do great 
bodily harm less than murder — but mentally ill 
— in a verdict decided Monday by Judge Richard 
Skutt. . 

Boone could face penalties ranging up to life in 
prison, but it's possible he also could spend addi­
tional time in a psychiatric facility, 

"We're happy that we got a guilty verdict, but 
the issue of mental health is out of our control," 
Westland police Lt. Dan Karrick said. "Either way, 
it looks like he's going to be held accountable for 
some of his actions." 

Skutt's decision came more than two years after 
Boone was implicated in an incident that happened 
around 6:15 a.m. Jan. 15,2007, when the victim 
stopped for cigarettes at the Marathon gas sta­
tion on the southwest corner of Joy and Newburgh 
roads. 

The victim in court had identified Boone as the 
man who robbed her and slashed her across the 
stomach with what was described as a box cutter 
blade, but the issue of his mental competency had 
long delayed his trial. 

The woman was treated and released at St. Mary 
Mercy Hospital in Livonia. 

The victim initially singled out Boone in a photo 
lineup after he was arrested in Roseville for'an 
unrelated shoplifting charge, Westland Police Chief 
James Ridener said at the time. 

Boone had been ordered to stand trialJn 2007 
after the" woman identified him as her assailant 
during a preliminary hearing in Westland 18th 
District Court. 

dclemihometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238. 

Summer Festival 
a go for July 1-5 

BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Some communities have had to. scale back their 
festivals, but organizers of the July 1-5 Westland 
Summer Festival are looking forward to a strong 
event. -

"We're in pretty good shape, planning wise," 
said Matthew Shelton, vice chair for the event 
held each summer by City Hall, on Ford between 
Wayne and Newburgh roads. "We're going to 
change up the entertainment a little bit." 

The parade will be around 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 1, followed by music from Justine Blazer, 
also a Downtown Hoedown performer. Each 
evening's entertainment will run from 8 p.m. to 
around midnight. 

Shelton and other organizers are Working to 
"give some local acts a chance to get up on stage." 

The festival fireworks will be at dusk the final 

Please see FESTIVAL, A 2 
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surveillance video. 
"The video shows both sus­

pects on their cell phones dur­
ing the entire incident, and it 

' Westland police are looking for two 
•yV suspects they believe were involved 

£ j in a daytime theft at the Petland 
.» store on Warren Road. 

appears the female acted as a 
lookout/' according to a state-

Please see S U S P E C T S , « 

SESTOSn. SKNEW. R!>/rfAH2£. 

A HAPPIER, .HEALTHIER YOU 
STARTS WITH A HEALTH COACH 

For more informatim, call {248} 325-3870 or 
visit HemyJt'oriW&tBios}mfKU,mm/vita 

HBJMKY BORXt 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.westlandchamber.com
http://warrar.it
http://www.18thdistrictc6urt.com
http://dclemihometownlife.com


KL (W) Observer & E< centric | Sunday, April 19,2009 LOCAL NEWS online at hometownIife.com 

OBSERVER 
N E W S P A P E R S 

WHEREHOM ETOWNs^OfMBSf |*Nlj0l|DS 

«)CMN«r 

»ppw?m<;x&f$?izm% 

HOW TO REACH US . 

Home Delivery/Customer Service.... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) 

Newsroom (313) 222-2223 Fax ....(313) 223-4650 

Classified Advertising^.,;,,..... , „ ,,.........1-800-579-SELL (7355) 

Display Advertising '. : .....(734)582-8363 

ohi ine at hometownl i fe .com 

• 615 West Lafayt tte, Detroit, Ml 48226 

Pair charged in apartment break-in 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Southfield pair, accused 
of trying to recoup money for 
a marijuana debt, has been 
charged with a home invasion 
at a Westland apartment com­
plex, police said. 

Delmartianna Roberts, 21, 
and Deon Elmore, 35, are 
facing a preliminary hear­
ing Thursday in Westland 

18th District Court on felony 
charges of first-degree home 
invasion, unarmed robbery and 
larceny in a building, along 
with misdemeanor assault and 
battery. 

The pair was arraigned 
Wednesday in Westland for an 
incident that police Sgt. Kevin 
Wojcik said happened about 
10 a.m. April 8 at Birch Hill 
Apartments, on Cherry Hill 
east of Venoy. 

Roberts and Elmore are 
accused of trying to collect a 
marijuana debt from relatives 
of a man who wasn't there 
but who allegedly owed them 
money, Wojcik said. Charges 
against them stem from allega­
tions they forced their way in 
when the door was opened. 

"They couldn't get any 
money," the sergeant said, so 
they are accused of taking a 
video gaming system, a cell 

Werl Onwireless 

phone and other items. 
Two residents, including a 

man and woman in their early 
20s, were inside the Birch Hill 
residence at the time. No guns 
were involved, and a minor 
assault occurred but didn't 
result in serious injury, police 
said. 

The man that the pair was 
looking for had gone into hid­
ing, Wojcik said, so his relatives 
were sought out. An investiga­
tion led police to Southfield, 
where Roberts and Elmore 
were arrested Monday. 

Roberts and Elmore were 
arraigned Wednesday by 
visiting 18th District Judge 
C. Charles Bokos, who set a 
$50,000 cash bond, entered 
not-guilty pleas and scheduled 
an April 23 preliminary hear­
ing that will determine wheth­
er the pair should stand trial in 
Wayne County Circuit Court. 

If convicted, they could face 
penalties ranging up to 20 
years in prison. 
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KADI 
FROM PAGE A1 

recycling program. 
"It has been a long time com­

ing, and everybody has worked 
so hard on it," she said. 

Kadi's mother, Nina, also 
lives in Westland, and her 
brother, Eddie Emin Kadi, is 
an area fashion photographer. 
She also has two sisters who 
live out of state. 

Her late father, Aqif Kadi, 
died 10 years ago after bat­
tling cancer, and her mother is 
a breast cancer survivor. That 
explains her involvement in 
the city's Relay for Life, a fund­
raiser to aid the American 
Cancer Society. 

"Every year I try to have a 
team," Kadi said, adding that, 
"My father is still with me 
every day. He's still a very big 
part of my life." 

She has been long active in 
the Western Wayne Oakland 
County Association of 
Realtors, a group that years 
ago helped build a play struc­
ture at Westland's Jefferson-
Barns Elementary School. 
She also has been active in 
churches, including Bible stud­
ies at a Wayne church called 
Crosspoint, formerly First 
Baptist Church. 

Kadi was nominated for her 
First Citizen award by Lori 
Fodale, Westland's economic 
development director. 

"I've known Meriem for 10 
years, and I've never known her 
not to make herself available as 
a volunteer," Fodale said. "She 
is the most giving person of her 
time that I've ever come across, 
and she is very deserving of 
llusaward." 
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FESTIVAL 
FROM PAGE At 

night, July 5. "We're bringing 
back a couple of local artists," 
Shelton said. 

Tony Phillips, a Westland 
native who now calls 
Nashville home, will perform 
that Thursday evening. On 
Saturday, Westland's David 
James, who performs Neil 
Diamond and other songs, 
will be joined by a performer 
who does Johnny Cash songs 
and a band known as The 
Music Doctors. 

"I understand that they're 
quite good," Shelton said. 

That Friday will feature 
Impact 7 with Motown 
sounds; Sunday will be 
Second Wind, a local 
Westland band. 

Josh Gracin ofAmerican 
Idol fame won't be able to 
come to town for the festi­
val, said Shelton, who cited 
Gracin's contractual obliga­
tions and cost considerations. 
"We would love to have him." 

Kenneth Mehl is this year's 
festival chairman again. 
Organizers note the summer 
event is not city-sponsored, 
although the city provides a 
location and support services. 

"The parks and recre­
ation people are wonderful," 
Shelton said. "The police and 
fire, of course." In recent 
years, some public safety costs 
have needed to be covered by 
festival funds. 
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Police dogs track down robbery suspect 
BYOARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With help from a Garden 
City police dog, Westland offi­
cers early Thursday captured 
a suspect accused of a robbeiy 
and an attempted robbery 
before harming himself with a 
box cutter., 

The first incident happened 
about 3 a.m. Thursday at the 
7-Eleven at Merrirnan and 
Palmer. 

"A fellow walked in, con­
cealed his identity with some-

Plant exchange 

The Westland Garden Club 
will sponsor a plant exchange 
and garden item sale 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 16, at 
the Westland Historic Village 
Park, on Wayne Road between 
Marquette and Cherry Hill, The 
public is invited. 

For more information, call 
Maureen Davidson at (734) 
728-1232 or Jo Johnson at (734) 
522-3918. 

Showing support 
Skateland West is hosting a 

special roller skating session 
to support union families in 
southeastern Michigan from 6-
9 p.m. Saturday April 18. Show 
your union card and everyone 
in your party skates for $1 each. 
Admission without union card 
is $6. Skate rental is $1.50, 
inline rental $5. 

In an effort to reachbut 
and help the struggling union 
families of Michigan, Skateland 
West is offering an evening of 
entertainment and family fun 
at a premium discount. Any and 
all union cards will be accepted. 
All ages are welcomed and 
many games and activities are 

tiling over his face and implied 
he had a gun," police Sgt. 
Kevin Wojcik said. 

The clerk used a broom 
handle to scare off the suspect, 
Wojcik said. 

About an hour later, the 
same suspect is accused of 
going to the Speedway gas 
s tation at Merriman and Van 
Bora road, where he implied 
be had a weapon, demanded 
money and then fled the scene, 
Wojcik said. 

In between the two Westland 
incidents, the same man is 

AROUND WESTLAND 

O H M WEB 
for an expanded version of ' 
Around Westland, visit our online 
edition at hometownlife.com and 
click on the Westland home page. 

planned for the special session. 
For more information, call 

(734) 326-2801 or visit www. 
skatelandwest.com. Skateland 
West is at 37550 Cherry Hill, 
j list west of Newburgh in 
Westland. 

Spring Awards 
The Westland Chamber 

of Commerce will hold its 
Spring Awards Celebration at 
6 p.m. Thursday, April 23, at 
American Legion Post 32,9318 
Newburgh, west of Ann Arbor 
Trail, Livonia. The celebration 
will honor the 2009 the First 
Citizen and Business Person of 
the Year as well as its long-time 
members. 

The cost is $35 per person 
which includes a dinner buf­
fet and open bar. Sponsors for 
the event include The Westland 
Observer, Parkside Credit 
Union and TDS Metrocom. For 

believed to have been involved 
in a similar incident in Wayne. 

After the Speedway incident, 
a Garden City police dog was 
brought to the scene and led 
officers to the suspect, who 
started using a box cutter to 
injure himself, Wojcik said. 

On Friday, the suspect was 
in a psychiatric facility, but 
Wojcik said the man will be 
facing criminal charges. A war­
rant already had been issued 
for at least one of the incidents. 
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more information or to reserve 
tickets, call the chamber at 
(734) 326-7222 or visit www. 
westlandchamber.com. 

Preschool signups 
Willow Creek Cooperative 

Preschool is currently accepting 
enrollment into its Parent/Tot, 
Young 3's, 3-year and 4-year 
programs.,The preschool 
is located at 36660 Cherry 
Hill, west of Wayne Road, in 
Westland. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 326-0078. 

Scrapbooking 
The Wayne Memorial 

Baseball Booster Club is host­
ing a Scrapbooking fund-raiser 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 25, at the Rudgate West 
Clubhouse, 7040 Shawnee 
Drive, Romulus. The registra­
tion fee of $25 includes a light 
breakfast, lunch and door 
prizes. The deadline for regis­
tration is April 17- Checks and 
money orders can be made out 
to Wayne Memorial Baseball. 
Registrations can be mailed to 

' Wayne Baseball c/o Deborah 
Gush, 3001 Fourth St., Wayne, 
Mi. 48184. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 260-9517. 

SUSPECTS 
FROM PAGE A1 

ment released by Zucchetto. 
It is believed, though not 

certain, that a getaway car 

may have been an older model, 
imedium blue, four-door, large 
car that was seen leaving the 
parking lot and heading north 
on Wayne Road. 

The female suspect was seen 
'leaving the store separate from 
the male. 

Anyone who has informa­
tion about the incident is asked 
to contact Sgt. Zucchetto at 
(734) 467-3248 or the main 
Westland Police Department 
line at (734) 722-9600. 

dclem@hometownlife.com.| (313) 222-2238 
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Hoops-Cossey: Focus on 
better education for students 

Goci: Business experience 
will benefit Wayne-Westland 

Becher: Experience to serve 
people of school district 

Hoops-Cossey 

Why are you seeking a position on the 
Wayne-Westland Board of Education? 

I am currently a teacher at 
Huron Valley Catholic School, a 
private school in Ypsilanti, but 
have taught in public and charter 
schools as well. I hope to, in the 
near future, 
serve in the 
administration 
aspects of a 
school. My 
decision to ran 
for the school 
board comes 
from a personal 
interest in school 
government, a 
desire to put children first and 
provide quality education for all, 
and to ensure that the fine arts 
remain a part of the curriculum. 
2. What qualities or skills do you 
believe you would bring to the board, 
if elected? 

The qualities and skills that, I 
feel, suit me well for this position 
are: (1) my chosen career and the 
knowledge I have acquired from 
teaching in public, charter, and 
private schools; (2) my attention to 
details, organization, and ability' 
to listen, communicate, and 
provide constructive feedback; 
and (3) my supportive, yet 
achievement-oriented, style of 
leadership. 
3. What do you see as the issues facing 
the school district at this time? 

The top three issues that I 
feel we are faced with are: (1) 
the budget crisis, (2) the loss of 
students, and (3) class size. 
4. How would you address those 
issues? 

The budget crisis affects all 
other areas of school management 
and I would take action on this 
issue by carefully monitoring 
our revenues and reviewing the 
amounts allocated to certain 
projects and categories. I would 
expect that, with hard economic 
times, we would need to keep 
our visionary goals in mind and 

AH6ELA HOOPS-eOSSEY 
Who: Angela Hoops-Cossey, 29, of 
Wayne 
Employment: Band/music teacher 
at Huron Valley Catholic School in 
Ypsilanti. 
Family: Married with a six-month-
old daughter 
Education: 1997 graduate of John 
Glenn High School; bachelor's degree 
in music education, 2001, Western 
Michigan University; master of sci­
ence degree in educational leader­
ship, 2007, Madonna University 
Community Involvement: Centers 
on her teaching profession 

make decisions for increased 
student achievement. I would 
also encourage district residents 
and school officials alike to write 
our legislators about our funding 
before even more cuts are made 
under Gov. Granholm's recent 
school aid proposal. With regard 
to the loss of students, I would 
propose that we conduct an exit 
survey to determine the reasons 
families are leaving so we have 
some kind of data for analysis and 
decision making purposes. 

Class size is an expensive 
issue to discuss, but I do feel that 
smaller class sizes can be afforded 
through a strategic budget plan 
that sets it as a top priority and 
there is substantial research that 
shows a relationship between class 
size and standardized test scores. 

5. Are you seeking the endorsement of 
organizations or individuals in your bid 
for a seat on the board? If so, who? 

As of now, I have not pursued 
endorsements. 
6. What do you want voters to know 
about you? 

I am a qualified, organized, and 
hard-working candidate who has 
experience in education. My focus 
is on the betterment of education 
for students and the community. 

I4EET THi:. CANDIDATES 
These are the profiles of the three candidates who are vying for the 
one-year term on the Wayne-Westland Board of Education in the May 5 
school election. The candidates an; incumbent Steve Becher and chal­
lengers Angela Hoops-Cossey and John Goci. 

1. Why are you seeking a position 
on the Wayne-Westland Board of 
Education? 

I am committed to seeing 
our children reach their full 
potential. Giving back to the 
community means everything 
to me. My 
extensive 
business 
experiences 
give me insight-
into the 
financial and 
administrative 
sides of the 
school district. I 
will bring to the 
school board strong leadership 
skills, dedication, and the ability 
to solve problems effectively. 
2. What qualities or skills do you 
believe you would bring to the 
board, if elected? 

I will bring a business 
sense to the district and the 
community. My tireless work 
ethic with strong leadership, 
dedication and effective 
problem solving are skills I 
have developed and can offer 
as a school board member. I 
am the parent of middle school 
and elementary students, I 
understand the challenges 
facing our students. 

3. What do you see as the issues 
facing the school district at this 
time? 

1. Active parental 
Involvement is critical for 
children to succeed in school 
and achieve high academic 
standards. 2. As a business 
owner, I understand the 
importance of building 
partnerships in the community. 
Partnerships provide greater 
opportunities for students and 
greater resources for schools. 

3. Funding. We need to 
make sure that teachers 
have adequate facilities, 
educational materials and the 
necessary resources from the 
administration. Funding should 
also be directed to individual 
student needs, including ' 
children with special needs. 

4. How would you address those 
issues? 

1. The school board must take 
the lead to encourage active 
parental involvement and reach 

JOHNSON 
. WBio: John Goci. 39, of Westland 
Employment: Owner of the US 12 
American Grill 
Family: Married with four children 
Education: 1988 graduate of 
John Glenn High School, attended 
Schoolcraft Community College 
and Henry Ford Community 
College 1989-92 
Community Involvement: Patchin 
Elementary PTA, Wayne Chamber 
of Commerce, Westland Chamber 
of Commerce, Wayne Lions Club. 

out to parents who feel less 
connected. 

2. We need to build 
partnerships with our local 
community businesses and 
organizations. We must not , 
overlook the value of small 
organizations and individual 
volunteers who can enrich 
children's education. 

3.1 would work with the 
school administration and 
elected representatives to 
restore the millions they 
recently cut out of our budget. 
I would like to pursue other 
sources of funding, such as 
charitable gaming. 

5. Are you seeking the 
endorsement of organizations or 
individuals in your bid for a seat on 
the board? !f so, who? 

I have interviewed with 
the Wayne-Westland 
Education Association for 
their endorsement, but the 
most important endorsement 
to me is the one that is given 
by the people that live in our 
community 
6. What do you want voters to know 
about you? 

I have lived and worked in 
Wayne Westland area for 30 
years. I was raised and educated 
and have chosen to raise and 
educate my family here. I have 
a huge stake in our schools and 
our community as a citizen, 
parent and employer. I will 
always put our kids first and I 
will make sure that our teachers 
have the necessary material and 
facilities to give our kids the 
best education. 

Becher 

t. Why are you seeking a position on the 
Wayne-Westland Board of Education? 

1 believe that my five years on 
the Wayne-Westland Board of 
Education - four of which I have 
served as Treasurer - gives me 
the experience and knowledge to 
best serve the 
people of our 
district. The 
critical financial 
dilemma facing 
public schools 
today demands 
experienced 
people familiar 
with school 
funding to lead 
their districts forward. I believe 
that I have that experience and 
knowledge. We must keep our 
district and our money well 
managed while providing a first 
class education for our children. 
2. What qualities or skills do you 
believe you would bring to the board, 
if elected? 

I believe my unique qualities 
bring knowledge and experiences 
that no other candidate brings 
to the board. My wife and I are 
both retired teachers from the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
School district. We both taught 
elementary as well as middle 
school. Both my children attended 
Wayne-Westland schools from 
kindergarten through graduation 
from John Glenn. I also served a 
three-year term as president of the 
teacher's union. 
3. What do you see as the issues facing 
the school district at this time? 

The major issues facing the 
school district are adequate 
funding, especially for the districts 
like Wayne-Westland with 
declining enrollment, preparing 
our students for the new state high 
school graduation requirements 
and repairing the trust between 
the district and some members 
of the community regarding the 
unpleasantness of the strike and 
recall movement. 
4 How would you address those 
issues? 

The board must be willing to 
lobby our state representatives 
to ensure that fair and equitable 
funding be given to Wayne-
Westland. We must provide * 
all assistance necessary to 
ensure that all our students are 

SIEVE BECHER 
Name: Steve Becher, 63, Wayne 
Employment: Retired teacher from 
Wayne-Westland (30 years) 
Family: Married with two children 
Education: Graduated from high 
school in 1964, received a bachelor 
of science degree in 1969, master of 
arts degree in 1972 and educational 
specialist degree in 1984, all from 
Eastern Michigan University, Levels 
1,2,3 Michigan Association of School 
Boards Board Certifications, 2004-
2005 

Community involvement: Chairman 
of the Food Distribution Program, 
City of Wayne, 5 years; Member of 
the Wayne Zoning Board of Appeals, 
17 years; member of the City of 
Wayne Local Officers Compensation 
Committee, 6 years; Treasurer 
of the Wayne-Westland Board of 
Education, 4 years; member of the 
Wayne-Westland Board of Education, 
5 years; treasurer of the Metro Wayne 
Democratic Club, 6 years, and former. 
member of the Wayne Kiwanis Club. 

able to pass the new rigorous 
demands of the state high school 
requirements. We must be visible 
in the community reminding our 
citizens of ALL our successes and 
what a great district we are. 
5. Are you seeding the endorsement of 
organizations or individuals in your bid 
for a seat on the board? If so, who? 

I am seeking endorsements 
of all registered voters in our 
district. I believe that I have been 
a valuable member of the board 
for the past five years and I hope 
the voters will agree. 
6. What do you want voters to know 
about you? 

I am a doer. I have lobbied our 
state legislators for more money 
for our district I have attended 
nearly 100 activities on behalf 
of the board during this past 
year, promoting our district. I 
believe that I am fair and open 
to new ideas and thoughts 
about improving our district. I 
am always available to answer 
questions from my constituents. 
I believe that my record speaks 
for itself and I am asking for your 
support. 
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Buy or refinance a vehicle loan for $5,000 or more 
now through June 30, 2009 and we'll give you.a 

VISA® gift card 
Plus you may also take advantage of no payments for 
60 days!* Get pre-approved before you shop and your 
money will be ready when you need It,* 

• Apply online at commurtityalliaoc@eu.org 
• Call our 24/7 Loan Center at 888.398.6860 
• Call or stop by the Credit Union 

'APR ~ Annual Percentage Rate and is subject to change. Examples shown are estimates. 
VISA gift card issued at time loan is disbursed, white supplies last Minimum loan amount 
is $5,000. This loan cannot bo used to rolmanco existing loam at Community Affiance 
Credit Union. Merest accrues from the date the loan Is disbursed 

Amount 
Term 
Rate 
Monthly Payment 

$10,000 
48 months 

5.75% APR" 
$235,34 

$18,000 
72 months 

5.50% APR* 
$292.53 
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COMMUNITY A L L I A N C E 
4SJ EST !98t> CREDIT UNION 

Nfn in Ri jide To Financial Success 

Dearborn Office 
• (Inside North entrance of AAA 

Headquarters Building) 
1 Auto Club Drive 
Dearborn, Ml 48126 
313.336,1534 • 800.287.0046 

Livonia Branch 
37401 Plymouth Roaci 
Livonia, Mi 48150 
734.464.8079 

commynityaSSIarieeey.org 

mailto:commurtityalliaoc@eu.org
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Cupcakes are chic dessert with rich history 
Cupcakes are no new fad; 

although it's probable that 
colonists weren't scrambling 
to find the most shiny, colorful 
paper liners, the earlier versions 
of the modern cupcake were 
integral to 19th century enter­
taining culture. Before they 
called to mind images of child­
hood, stickiness, and frosting 
overdoses, early cupcakes, or 
"measure cakes," were a staple 
at fashionable tea parties. 

In addition to an accessory to 
fun and games, cupcakes have 
also become a very serious form 
of dessert; oftentimes, the end 
result is much closer to a work 
of art than a mere after-dinner 
enjoyment. They have morphed 
from a conveniently small sug­
ary dessert popular at children's 
birthday parties into elaborate 

L.l_ - M 

displays at weddings in place 
of a traditional wedding cake 
or an award-winning exhibit in 
cake decorating contests. 

Variations of the modern 
cupcake are endless, not only 
in terms of flavors but appear­
ances as well. Marvel over your 

own. advanced baking and 
frosting abilities by learning 
from Karen Tack and Alan 
Richardson's Hello Cupcake!, 
an amazing book full of elabo­
rate designs and step-by-step 
instructions. Gail Wagman's 
Cupcakes Galore is bursting 
with beautiful creations and 
inventive flavors (Pifia Colada 
cupcakes!) that you may have 
never before thought to com­
bine. Who wouldn't want to 
add a little flair to their dinner 
party? Cupcake Magic by Kate 
Shirazi has seasonal cupcake 
recipes for every occasion. 

Stop by the library and check 
out a few cupcake books so that 
you can wow your friends when 
it's your turn to bring the des­
sert at your next get together. 
If these words do little to c< 

vince you, one browse through 
some of those cupcake photo­
graphs is sure to make you a 
believer. 

Highlighted Activities 
The Second City Improv 

Workshop, 7 p.m. Monday, 
April 20, Adults Only Let per­
formers from The Second City 
show how fundamental impro­
visation techniques can build 
listening, team building, and 
physical and verbal commu­
nication skills. Audience par-
ticipation will be encouraged. 
Space is limited. Call to reserve 
your seat. 734-326-6123 

, Adult Book Discussion 
Grouo. 7 o.m. Tuesday. Aoril 21. 

Breaker by Edwidge Danticat. 
Several narrators tell this story 
of a man feared and hated by 
some and loved by others. In 
Haiti in the 1960s, he was a 
"dew breaker," one of the men 
who came in the mornings and 
"broke the dew" on the grass as 
they took their victims away to 
be tortured and killed. Please 
read the book before the meet­
ing. Copies are available at the 
Reference Desk. All are wel­
come. 

Teen Poetry Slam and All 
Ages Open Mic, 6:30-9 p.m, 
Friday, April 24, Teens (slam) 
and teens/adults (mic), Poetry 
Slam: Teens compete to see 

who is the best spoken word 
poet. Come to participate or 
watch. Emceed by national 
slam poet, Versiz. Prizes and 
refreshments. 

Open Mic: Anybody who has 
something to say, something 
to play, something to sing or 
rap or read is welcomed at this 
Friday evening version of Open 
Mic. Emceed by Versiz, with 
performance. Refreshments. 
This is an "After-Hours" pro­
gram. 

Information Centra! was compiled by 
liDrarian Mary Fixler. The William P.­
Faust Public Library is at 6123 Central 
City Parkway, Westland. For more 
information, call (734)326-6123. 
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Now Accepting Kindergarten 

Do you have a son/daughter who will be pe years old on or before December I, ' 
• 2009, the eligible age to begin kindergarten next September? Why take tie chance. 

that your cMfs kindergarten education will be missing something? We atVan Buren 
Pubk Schools have provided a positive kindergarten experience since 182 7. We 
understand that making the right choke for your child by seiecting.the correct kinder-
garten program can make all the difference. Van Bynen Pubk Schools offer: 

• All-day, everyday kindergarten in all- of our elementary schools, 

• A well-balanced, rigorous curriculum that emphasizes literacy, 
mathematics, science, and technology. ' 

• A-curriculum that encourages personal and social -
development ; 

• • An ; music, and physical education opportunities for elementary students 
within Van Buren Public Schools, 

. • AH Van Buren Public Schools are accredited by the North 
Central Association (NCA) and meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
under the No Child Left Behind legislation. 

• Before and after school, latchkey, quality care program, (fee-based). 

For more info, call Kathy at (734) 897-9123, ext. 209* 
« ^ . i n T i . i . n i . . . « . ^ ^ m i ~ ^ i m ^ ^ | 1 ( p « i l — l M l l qn,,,,, 
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Landes will take on Stephen 
Sondheim's Marry Me A 
Little when the chorale takes 
the stage at Northville High 
School for its annual spring 
spectacular April 24-25. It's 
the first time Landes has even 
auditioned for a solo, much 
less sung one, but the song 
choice brought out the volun­
teer in him. 

"It's a song IVe-always liked 
..'. a pretty song," Landes said. 
"It goes well with the theme 
of the show. I wanted it in 
the show, whether I sang it or 
not." . 

The theme of the show is 
Love Stories, though cho­
ral director Michael Gross 
is quick to point out they're 
not the "sad, lamenting" love 
songs. 

In fact Gross, for some 
30 years the choir's musical 
director/conductor, said the 
concert will be an uplifting 
one that will continue a string 
of upbeat performances the 
group has put in lately. 

Gross chose the playl-
ist from among music he 
likes. The concert features 

i*m stwies 
Chivai.v ijrii-q. upbeat program to lite 

Nancy Whitecar accompanies the BeckRidge Chorale as members get ready for their annual spring concert. 

Norm Kindred, Tom Schwartz, Bill Kondoff and Stan Kovacheff rehearse for 
the BeckRidge Chorale's spring concert. 

Sondheim, Henry Mancini, 
Cole Porter and others. 

"It's all just based on music I 
like," said Gross, who assumed 
his position in .1978. "These 
aren't sad love songs, they're 
fun songs. All of our concerts 
have been upbeat this year." 

The upbeat tempo of the 
show appeals to choir mem­
bers, as well. Kathy Norred' 
of Livonia has been a choir 
member for some seven years, 
and she likes the fact the cho­
rale "does something different 
every time." 

"I love this one... it's a very 
jazzy type of program," said 
Norred, who now sits on the 
BeckRidge Board of Directors. 
"It's growing on all of us — the 
songs, the melodies. It has 
some old classic tunes mixed 
in with some new." 

The BeckRidge Chorale 

was founded in 1973 as 
the Plymouth Community 
Chorus. The group has been 
a silver medalist in Johnny 
Mann's Great American 
Choral Festival, twice toured 
Washington, D.C., with 
invitational performances 
at Washington's National 
Cathedral and has been invit­
ed to perform at the National 
Cherry Festival in Traverse 
City. 

The troupe has also per­
formed with the Plymouth 
Symphony Orchestra and 
the Birmingham/Bloomfield 
Symphony. Its community ser­
vice concerts include benefit 
performances for Children's 
Hospital of Detroit, Angela 
Hospice, The Salvation 
Army and the Barbara Ann 
Karmanos Cancer Institute. 

In 2006, the Plymouth 

Community Chorus became 
the BeckRidge Chorale in 
order to recognize the orga­
nization's regional outreach 
in serving all of southeast 
Michigan and specifically the 
communities of Plymouth, 
Canton and Northville. The 
name "BeckRidge Chorale" 

reflects this regional empha­
sis by combining "Beck" and 
"Ridge" — two major roads 
passing through all three 
communities. 

The group's 110-voice choir 
will tackle Love Stories, up 
some 15 percent in member­
ship, according to Gross. 

"People are getting back to 
things in their community 
and things they enjoy doing," 
he said. "Instead of getting 
caught up in the (bad) news, 
they're going out and having 
fun." 

bkadrichfhometownlife.com I (313) 222-8899 
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TOM LEAGON 
Tom comes to us with years 
of experience and would like 

to invite all of his clients to see 
him at his new home. 

• 734*641-6160/ 
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a y©y way of banking. 
Your neighbor has a new name. Franklin Bank is now 

First Place-Bank. We're the same friendly faces, the same 

community bank focused on the same thing we always 

have, you. We've been part of the First- PJdce family, for 

some time, and we're excited to join them in name throughout 

the Midwest marketplace. At First Place Bank, we are 

committed to local management and decision-making, so 

you'll get a quicker' response .-when you have a question 

or need — from bankers who live and "work, in your • 

own community. In these challenging economic .times, it's nice 

to have a neighbor you can rely on. That's the difference a 

community bank can make. That's a you waysof banking. 

fir [ S Member f DIC 

FIRST 
PLACE 
BANK 

Formerly Franklin Bank. 

firstplacebank.com 

http://hometownlife.com
http://bkadrichfhometownlife.com
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Hundreds protest at Tax Day Tea Party 
BY KEN ABRAMCZYK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Several hundred people 
protested government spend­
ing Wednesday in Livonia as 
one of several local gather­
ings in Michigan for a Tax 
Day Tea Party. 

The party is a movement 
aimed at restoring the free-
market principles the United 
States was built on, accord­
ing to the group's Web site. 

Picketers carried signs 
protesting government 
spending for about two 
hours, occupying the side­
walk along the east side of 
Haggerty between Seven and 
Eight Mile roads. 

Many drivers on Haggerty 
honked in support. A pas­
senger in one car held out 
tea bags as the vehicle drove 
north on Haggerty, which 
drew cheers from the pro­
testers. 

Kevin Kieliszewski of 
Canton carried a sign that 
read: "Give me liberty — no 
debt." 

"We wanted to have our 
voices heard since Congress 
hasn't been listening," 
Kieliszewski said. "They 
keep hiking taxes and hiking 
spending and they don't ever 
reduce it." 

Peggy Paulson of Plymouth 
also protested govern­

ment spending, which she 
described as "out of control." 

Paulson believes that the 
U.S. government is "mort­
gaging our future. 

"I don't believe government 
is the answer; the answer lies 
in the hands of the people," 
Paulson said. 

Her sign read: "Wake up 
America before your liberty 
is gone." 

Paulson and her friend and 
neighbor Judy Draplin of 
Plymouth brought their chil­
dren to the event. Draplin 
said she was concerned about 
their future and that it was 
important to teach them 
about freedom of speech. 

"I think it's important that 
we show them the need to 
speak up for what we believe 
in and that we can do it in a 
civil manner," Draplin said. 

Paulson added: "They need 
to understand that they work 
for us, and they have it back­
wards." 

Tom Wozniak of Livonia 
carried a flag that read 
"Don't Tread on Me." 
Numerous picketers greeted 
him, and numerous motor­
ists honked at him in sup­
port. 

"Government is spending 
money too fast and print­
ing it too fast so it will be 
devalued," Wozniak said. 
"We can't borrow our way to 

NOW OPEN 
^GARDEN CITY 

AUTO CARE 
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SATISFACTION' 
GUARANTEED 
12 Month or 
12,000 Mile 
.Warranty! 

, Vf$4 • 

Your COMPWTE Car Care Facility! 
28007 Ford Road • Garden City 

On Ford Road between lnkster& Middlebelt 
Open Mon.-Fri, 8-6:30; Sat. 8-5:30 

| We use major brands Vaivoito & Mobile 
We Service: 

Front-Ends • Tune-Ups • Shocks/Struts • Alternators • Starters • Brakes 
Exhaust Systems»Air Conditio ling • Heating • Electrical & more! 
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I Includes: 
I Check hosest 
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I check air 
] compressor 29 95 

Freon 
extra 

$1495 -
Includes: 
Lube, iter, up to 
5 quarts VaivoHne' 
5W20,10W30or 
10W40 motor oil, 
plus 9-point check (tires, all fluids, etc.) 

No Appointment Necessary 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property 
Notice is hereby given that pur s'aant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orcmgeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage (formerly 
Shurgard) located at 20080 Allen Rd 
5442 4/27/2009 at: 10:00 am, Saks are 

Trenton, Mi 48183 (734)479-
for cash only. Removal within 

24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past 
due. 
Personal property described below in the matter of: 

Steven Dale Trimble 
David Kaminski 
Pro Line Building 

, John Charles Allen, Hutchinson 
Jamie LaGrow 
Norris Taylor 
Chaqita McCroy 
Adam Fodder 
Eristy Bradburn 
Rick Carlson 
MarkTurchan 
June Francisco 
George Anderson 
James K Smith 
Bianca Jordan 
Gordon Tonero 
Shane Haase 

Publish April 12 and 19, 2009 

105 
136 
143 
215. 
221 
337 
527 
533 
842 
653 
826 
833 
903 
941 
1118 
1119 
1129 

dresser, boxes, tv 
bags, totes 
boxes, bags, saw 
boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, chairs, vacuum 
boxes, bags, picture 
boxes, bags, totes . 
bags, totes, bike 
boxes, bags, totes 
car - TEMPO-LIC-UNL Z85 
boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, bags, totes 
sofa, cabinet, chairs 
desk, boxes, bags 
boxes, bags, sofa 
chairs, bags, dresser 
boxes, bags, tv 
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Notice of Public Sale 
of Personal Property 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orcmgeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage (formerly 
Shurgard) located at 9300 Pelham Rd., Taylor, Mi 48180 (313) 292-
9730 4/27/2009 at: 11:00 am Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sals and storage units in which rent 
and fees are past due. 
Personal property described below in the matter of: 

Robert Howell 2055 
Nancyanne Hill 3009 
Erma Austin 3042 
Andrew Jones 3064 
Sarah Phelan - . 3073 
Justin Proch 4027 
Jennifer Cooper • 5001 

; Wayne King 5005 
Jason Benner 5085 
RonBembry 6085 
Steven Williams 6107 
Douglas White 6129 
Richard McN amee' 6131 
Doug Reed 7022 
Michael Pac 7045 
Jerry Brazier 7058 

. Jeffrey Stonecipher ' 7082 
Larry Maddox 9078 

Publish: April 12 and 19, 2009. 

tv, boxes, totes 
tv, boxes, totes 
boxes, dresser, chair 
boxes, bags, washer 
dresser, boxes, totes 
car'parts 
boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, bags, dresser 
sofa, dresser, bags 
boxes, bags 
boxes, bags, mattress 
tv, chair, dresser 
boxes, bags, totes 
bikes, bags, totes 
boxes, tv, toys 
tv, totes, sofa 
totes, dresser, boxes 
boxes, bags, totes 
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: l 

PHOTOS BY BILLBRESLER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Dale Reese, of Plymouth Township, protests on tax day. A crowd of several hundred gathered along Haggerty 
between Seven and Eight Mile Roads. 

prosperity." 
Wozniak was critical of 

President Obama and former 
President George W. Bush. 
"It was foolish to give us the 
stimulus package a year ago; 
they were foolish with the 
TARP (Troubled Asset Relief 
Program) money," Wozniak 
said. "We'd like the politi­
cians to spend the money 
like it was their own, which 
means very carefully." 

Jay and Kim Quint of 

Livonia also stood on the 
sidewalk. "I just felt I had to 
do something," Jay said. "I 
felt I had to do my part, even 
if it was a small part. 

"I think they've gone all 
out with the massive spend­
ing, and I think they have 
to show restraint. With that 
amount of money, someone 
will have to pay for it." 

Kim added that "big gov­
ernment was getting bigger 
by the day." 

N o t i c e o f P u b l i c S a l e of P e r s o n a l P r o p e r t y 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. 
Shurgard) located af 

State of Michig an, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage (formerly 
24920 Trowbridge St., Dearborn, Mi 48124 

(313) 277-7940 4/27/2009 at: 1:00pm. 
within 24 hours. For 
are past due. 

sale and stora 

Personal property described below in 

William Davis III 
Martha Jackson 
Robert Jones 
Erica Howard 
Sharron Lynch 
Antonio Butler 
Lisa Cannon 
Lisa Cannon 
Shatunna Priester 
Dwight Davis 
Nadia El-rawas 
Faustine Aniara 
Zilpha Reed 
Marilyn Ashriem 

Tyrone Johnson 

1206 
1234 
1236 
1372 
1400 
1540 
2120 
2146 
2188 
2286 
2352 
2386 
2492 
5005 

. ,-5012 

Publish: April 12 and 19,2009 

Sales are for cash only. Removal 
ge units in which rent and fees 

the matter of: 

tv, boxes, bags 
sofa, boxes, tires 
boxes, bags, totes 
bags, sofa, dresser 
sofa, boxes, tv 
totes, bags, sofa 
boxes,,'bags, totes 
totes, bags, tv 
boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, bags, toys 
tool box, bags 
boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, chairs 
vehicle — Car Lincoln Mark 
III VIN 9Y89A836977 
vehicle - Truck Ford F150 
VIN 1FTEF15Y2TLC14113 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

The Architect will receive sealed bids for: 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF: 

GARDEN CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CAMBRIDGE CENTER REROOFING - PHASE III 

Bid' Proposals will be received until the time and the place, as 
follows, where and when the opening of bid proposals will be 
conducted by the Owner in public: ' ,. 

Date: April" 29,2009 ; 

Time: 1:30 p.m. EST , 

Place: Board of Education 
Garden City Public Schools 
1333 Radcliff Street 
Garden City, MI 48135 

Attn: Sheryl Quinn, Business Manager 

Bidding Documents will be available for examination and 
distribution on or after April 13,2008. 

Examination may be made at the Office of the Architect, TMP 
ASSOCIATES, INC., Architects - Engineers - Planners, 1191 West 
Square Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302; the McGraw-
Hill Construction Dodge Plan Room, Livonia, Michigan; or the 
Construction Association of Michigan, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 

Qualified Bidders may obtain bidding documents from the Office of 
the Architect, consisting of one (1) set of Drawings and 
Specifications. 

Return Bidding Documents to the Architect within ten (10) days 
after opening receipt of proposals. Documents are to be complete, 
in clean and usable condition and free of marks or other 
defacement. 

A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the 
school board, school superintendents, or chief executive must 
accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid that does not 
include this statement. This statement is on the proposal execution 
form. 

Bid Proposals shall be on forms furnished by the Architect, 
accompanied by a satisfactory Bid Bond or Certified Check for five 
percent (5%) of the Base Bid Sum maximum possible proposal 
amount. 

Bidder shall agree not to withdraw Bid Proposal for a period of 
sixty (60) days after date for receipt of bids. 

Accepted Bidder shall be required to furnish satisfactory 
Performance Bond and Labor and.Material Payment Bond in 
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders. 

The right to reject any or all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in« 
part, or to waive any informalities therein is reserved by the 
Owner. 

This project is to be bid at the prevailing wage rate. 

• . ' **END OF SECTION** 

Publish: April 19,2009 
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"I just feel that government 
is putting a stranglehold on 
capitalism and our freedom 
to spend money as we please, 
with their taxes on the bail­
out and the stimulus bill." 

The gathering brought pro­
testers from all over metro 
Detroit. 

"I'm here to protest that 
government spending is' 
out of control," said Peter 
Perreca of Royal Oak. 
"People didn't realize how 

! *!iiffii 
Carlos DebFuerte brought tea bags, 
to ti'e tea partv He's from South 
Lycn 

t.u ML I 11 >i.lent Barack 
s )li,un.i \ i'ulil go. The 
miLiiin! "i --I'I nding doesn't 
i.i IKL -( n-M uid there are no 
L-o'i'.iiiu M'n'lels that show 

will get us out 
of debt." 

Perreca's sign read: 
"Irresponsible Reckless 
Spending." 

Perreca learned about the 
gathering by searching on 
the Web. Originally he was 
going to go to Lansing until 
he found about the Livonia 
and Troy gatherings that 
day. "This is what is called a 
'smart mob,'" which is now 
a part of our nomenclature," 
Perreca said. "The Internet 
allows people to organize 
large groups quickly." 

kabramcz@hometowrilife.com|(3?3) 222-2591 

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of. Michig an, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located at 
3650 Enterprise Dr. Allen Park, Mi 48101 (313) 441-3117 4/27/2009 

. at: 12:00pm. Sales are 
sale and storage units 

for cash only Removal within 24 hours. For 
in which rent and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in 

Cheryl A Calvilla 
. Victor Garcia 

Nakia Mathis 
Rhonda Houston 
Madinah Heard 
Annette Hawkins 
Petrice Johnson 
Rodney Ursery 
Sheldon Turley 
Donald Schwartz 
Connie Volpe 
Lola Yonko 
Carol Lyons 
Sturge Moreiand 

Publish: April 12 and 19,2009 

B042 
B054 
B091 
B104 
B117 

' B132 
B257 
B261 
B330 
B373 
C009 
C025 
E023 
F014 

the matter of: 

boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, bags, table 
chairs, sofa*, mattress 
washer, dryer, ac unit 
boxes, totes, dresser 
boxes, bags, totes 
boxes, bags, totes 
piano ' . ; I

; 

boxes, dresser,'picture ', 
fish tank, monitor, tote 
restaurant equipment , 
boxes, lamp, table 
boxes, bags, grill 

. boxes, bike, dresser • 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

The Architect will receive sealed bids for: 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF: 

GARDEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
PARTIAL FLOORING REPLACEMENT 

Bid Proposals will be received until the time and the place, as 
follows, where. and when the opening of bid proposals will be 
conducted by the Owner in public: 

Date: April 29,2009 

Time: 1:30 p.m. EST 

Place: Board of Education 
Garden City Public Schools 
1333 Radcliff Street 
Garden City, MI 48135 

Attn: Sheryl Quinn, Business Manager 

Bidding Documents will be available for examination and 
distribution on or after April 13, 2009. 

Examination may be made at the Office of the Architect, TMP 
ASSOCIATES, INC., Architects - Engineers - Planners, 1191 West 
Square Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302; the McGraw-
Hill Construction Dodge Plan Room, Livonia, Michigan; or the 
Construction Association of Michigan, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 

Qualified Bidders may obtain bidding documents from the Office of 
the Architect, consisting of one (1) set of Drawings and 
Specifications: 

Return Bidding Documents to the Architect within ten (10) days 
after opening receipt of proposals. Documents are to be complete, 
in clean and usable condition and free of marks, or other 
defacement. 

A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the 
school board, school superintendents, or chief executive must 
accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid that does not 
include this statement. This statement is on the proposal execution 
form. ' 

Bid Proposals shall be on forms furnished by the Architect, 
accompanied by a satisfactory Bid Bond or Certified Check for five 
percent (5%) of the Base Bid Sum maximum possible proposal 
amount. 

* • ' 

Bidder shall agree not to withdraw Bid Proposal for a period of 
sixty (60) days after date for receipt of bids. 

Accepted Bidder shall be required to furnish satisfactory 
Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment Bond in 
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders. 

The right to reject any or all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in 
part, or to waive any informalities therein is reserved by the 
Owner.-

This project is to be bid at the prevailing wage-rate: 

**END OF SECTION** 

Publish: April 19, 2009 
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Listings for the Community Calendar 
can be submitted by e-mail at sma-
son@hometownlife.com. They also 
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 615 W. 
Lafayette - Second Level, Detroit, Ml 
48226, or faxed to her attention at fax 
at (313) 223-3318. For more informa­
tion, call (313) 222-6751. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Relay for Life benefits 

Doo Wop for a Cause is coming to 
the Maplewood Community Center 
in Garden City on Saturday, May 16. 
Local entertainers will be putting 
on a Doo Wop and Oldies Show filled 

. with music of the 1950s and 1960s. 
Come in your best 195-1960 era duds. 
Prizes for costumes that standout. 
The show will be 6-10 p.m., and tick­
ets are $8 per person. They can be 
bought at Maplewood Center office. 
The event is being sponsored by Team 
"What About a Cure for Cancer" and 
the Garden City Relay for Life. The 
team also is sponsoring a Cutest 
Baby Contest during the Garden City 
Relay for Life at Garden City Junior 
High track May 30. Winners will be 
announced at 2 p.m. There's a $5 
registry fee with photo. Be sure to put 
the contact info - name, age, address 
and phone - on the back of the photo. 
Checks must be written to American 
Cancer Society and sent to the 
Maplewood Community Center, 31735 
Maplewood, Garden City, Ml 48135, 
attention Cheryl & Kelly. The deadline 
for registering is May 27. 

Soldier benefit 
The Fallen and Wounded Soldiers 
Fund will host their fourth annual 
dinner May 2, at the Laurel Manor in 
Livonia. All proceeds go to veterans 
or families of fallen soldiers that are 
in need. The keynote speaker at the 
event will be Marcus Lutrell, a Navy 
SEAL and author of New York Times 
best-selling book "Lone Survivor," the 
harrowing story of four Navy SEALs 
who journeyed into the mountainous 
border of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
oft Operation Redwing. A motivational 
story of survival, the book is also 
a moving tribute to the friends and 
teammates who did not make it off 
the mountain. A powerful testament 

to the courage, integrity, patriotism, 
and community that forged these 
American heroes, "Lone Survivor" is 
an incredible account of teamwork, 
fortitude, and modern warfare. For 
more information or to purchase 
tickets contact Ann Cornelius at (248) 
346-5976 or visit www.fwsf.org 
Annual Reunion 

The Wayne High Alumni Association's 
24th annua! All Class Reunion Banquet 
will be 5-10 p.m. Friday, May 15, at 
Wayne Tree Manor, 35100 Van Born, 
Wayne. For more information, contact 
Wanda Boice at (734) 326-7767 or by 
e-mail at waynehighalumnifaol.com. 
Free workshops 

Dr. Carol Ann Fischer, a holistic physi­
cian, wellness consultant and clinical 
nutritionist, will guide you through 
a workshop on Take Charge of Your 
Health 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, April 22, 
at Noble Library, 32901 Plymouth 
Road, Livonia Learn how to take an 
active role in achieving better health 
and well being. There is no charge 
for the workshop, however, seat­
ing is imited to the first 30 guests. 
Fischer will also present tummy 
Trouble 7-9 p.m. Wednesday, April 29, 
2009, Wednesday, at the Civic Center 

• Library, 32777 Five Mile, Livonia. Are 
you suffering with Acid Reflux, Stress, 
Ulcers, Indigestion, Irritable Bowl 
Syndrome? Learn the hidden reasons 
behind these health concerns and the 
safe, natural, effective alternatives 
to naturally help yourself. Seating 
is limited to the first 15 guests. 
Reservations are required. Call 
(734) 756-6904 or go online to www. 
TLCHolisticWellness.com. 

Poker fund-raiser 
U.S. 12 B a r a n d G r i l l , l oca ted 
a t 3 4 8 2 4 W . M i c h i g a n 
Avenue i n W a y n e , has a per­
manent poker room that runs Sunday 
through Wednesday every week avail­
able for local charities in the commu­
nity. For more information, call John 
at (734) 216-1688. 

Class reunion 
Garden City High School Class of 
1989 will hold its 20th reunion 6 p.m. 
to midnight Aug. 29 at Joy Manor 
in Westland. Tickets are $75 now 
through June 1. Tickets includes, 

dinner, premium open bar, DJ, door 
prizes, picture CD and other gifts. 
Tickets are available for purchase at 
www.gardencity89.com or by con­
tacting Paula at gchs1989reunion@ 
hotmail.com. 

Fish Dial-A-Ride 
Fish Dial-A-Ride of Western Wayne 
County is seeking volunteer driv­
ers. A nonprofit community service 
group, it provides door-to-door rides 
to non-emergency medical and other 
necessary appointments for senior 
and disabled residents of Garden 
City, Livonia and Westland who are 
unable to drive and have no alterna­
tive transportation. Volunteers can 

. specify days, times, and areas they're 
willing to drive. For additional infor­
mation, call (888) 660-2007 and leave 
a message. 

Higher Rock Cafe 
The Wayne-Westland Salvation Army 
presents the Higher Rock Cafe the 
second and fourth Fridays of the 
month atits facility at 2300 Venoy, 
south of Palmer, Westland. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Live bands perform 
beginning at 8 p.m. Admission is free, 
however, a free will offering will be 
taken to support the bands. Check out 
Higher Rock on the Web at www.tsa. 
higherrockcafe.4t.com or call (734) 
722-3660, 

FOR SENSORS 
Friendship Center 

The Senior Resources Department 
(Friendship Center), 1119 N. Newburgh, 
Westland, offers a variety of pro­
grams for older adults. The Web site 
www.ci.westland.mi.us offers more 
information. Call (734) 722-7632. 

Dyer Center 
The Wayne-Westland school district's 
Dyer Senior Adult Center offers activi­
ties Monday-Thursday at the center, 
on Marquette between Wayne and 
Newburgh roads. Mondays, Senior 
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, arts, 
crafts and needlework at 9:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays, kitchen band, 10 a.m., 
bingo at 1 p.m.; Thursdays, ceramics, 
arts, crafts at 9:30 a.m. 

Senior fitness 
Seniors can get in shape through 
some programs offered at the 
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LOW-CM DIET MAY 
SACRIFICE FRESH BREATH 

If you a e eating a diet that is bw 
in catbohydrafes to lose weight 
you may have a problem with bad 
breath, It is estimated that neaity 
63% of people on bw-caib diets, 
suffer torn halitosis. The reason f a 
this r e * with the fact that a certain 
amount of carbohydrates is 
necessary for the body to 
effectively burn fat. Without these 
needed cabs, the body must 
modify the way it burrs fat by 
producing iketones,? which are the 
chemicals that impart a bad odor 
to breath. If you are a fan of diets 
such as the South Beach Diet or the 
Atkins Diet you may want to brush 
more ofterv drink more water, and 
chew more sugarless gum, 

If you are bothered by this 
condition, don't be shy about 
discussing bad breath with your 
dentist. Professional care Is always 
the best course to pursue when 
unusual symptoms occur. We're 
here to offer our patients 
comprehensive, ger ie, family 
dentistry, including dietary advice, 
routine maintenance care, 
restorative work, and cosmetic 
approaches to enhance any smile. 
All our staff members are 
exceptional in their care of every 
patient who comes through our 
doors at 496 W. Arm Aibor W , 
Ste. 201, Plymouth, Please call us 
a t ' 73445W413 fo r ' an 
appointment. We are located one 
block east of Kellogg Park in 
downtown Plymouth, 

P,S. Another effective way to fight 
halitosis is to scrape the tongue 
daiy,from back to front. 

OEQ86537W 

Maplewood Center. The Senior Fitness 
Room is open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday. Annual 
membership is $50 per year or $1 for 
a daily pass. Aerobic classes are held 
8:45-9:45 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday. 

FOIYOUIUTii 
Advocacy group 

The Wayne-Westland Alliance for the 
Mentally III, a self-help and advocacy 
group, meets at 7 p.m. the first and 
third Thursday of the month at St. * 
John's Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne 
Road, at Bayview, Westland. Call (734) 
362-8825. 

Substance abuse support 
A SAFE PLACE meets at 7 p.m. 
Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall at 
Merriman Road Baptist Church, 2055 
Merriman, Garden City. A SAFE PLACE 
is based on the Alcoholics for Christ 
program. For more information, call 
Russ Weathers at (734) 422-1995. 

Menopause & More 
A Menopause S More support group 
for women meets 7-9 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of the month in Classroom 
2 of the west addition of the Marian 
Women Center of St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile, Livonia. No 
registration is necessary, and the 
group is free of charge. Call (734) 
655-1100. 

Counterpoint 
Counterpoint Shelter and Crisis 
Center offers free counseling and 
respite services for people ages 10-17 
and their families. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 563-5005. 

Touqhlove 
A Toughlove support group meets 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays at Northwest 
Wayne Skill Center; Ann Arbor Trail 
between Merriman and Farmington 
roads. Newcomers welcome. Call (734) 
261-7880 or (248) 380-7748. 

EDUCATION 
Willow Creek 

Willow Creek Cooperative Preschool 
is currently accepting enrollment 
in its Parent/Tot, Young 3's, 3-year 

' and 4-year programs. Willow Creek 
is located at 36660 Cherry Hill in 
Westland. For more information, call 

the preschool at (734) 326-0078. 
St. Damian 

St. Damian Catholic School at 29891 
Joy, Westland, offers preschool for 3-
4-year-olds and full day kindergarten 
through grade 8. For more informa­
tion or to schedule a tour, call (734) 
427-1680 or check out the school's 
Web site at www.stdamian.com. 

Academic Pathways 
Academic Pathways Cooperative 
Preschool at 30330 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, is currently enrolling for 
2008-2009 school year. Morning 
sessions for the 3- and 4-year-bld 
programs are available. Potty training 
is not required. There is a certified 
teacher. The 4-year-old,program runs 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings. The 3-year-
old program runs,9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings. For 
more information, call (734) 459-6689 
or visit the Web site at www.aca-
demicpathwayspreschool.com. 

YWCA preschool 
The YWCA of Western Wayne County's 
Education Department offers quality 
preschool programs to children aged 
24 to 5 years old at no cost to most 
families. There are many locations 
available throughout the community. 
Home-based programs are also avail­
able. For more information on these 
programs, or to enroll your child, call 
the YWCA's Education Department at 

. (313) 561-4110, Ext. 10. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Karmanos Institute 

The Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer 
Institute needs volunteers to trans­
port cancer patients to mammogram 
and doctor appointments in metro-

t I M . IM> r •Mint, turn iMJMi«r • * 

politan Detroit. Drivers are needed 
for Macomb and Oakland counties, 
Dearborn and Detroit. Volunteers 
must be at least 18. Mileage reim­
bursement is provided. Call (800) 
KARMANOS to volunteer. 

First Step 
First Step, which has been active in 
the effort to end domestic violence 
and sexual assault in western Wayne 
County and Downriver communities 
for more than 20 years, is looking for 
volunteers. Interested people must be 
at least 18, willing and able to travel 
to the Downriver area and complete a 
55-hour training program. Call (734) 
416-1111, Ext. 223. . 

Drivers 
• Volunteer drivers are needed to 

transport area residents to meetings 
of the Western Wayne. Parkinson's 
Disease Support Group. The meetings 
take place 7-9 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month in the Livonia 

' Senior Center, Farmington Road south 
of Five Mile. Drivers may be offered 
a stipend. Parkinson's patients, 
caregivers and others may attend the 
meetings. Call (734) 459-0216 or (734) 
421-4208. 

VNA Hospice 
Visiting Nurse Association of 
Southeast Michigan's (VNA) hos­
pice program needs volunteers 
to.comfort and support patients 
at the end of life. Volunteers can 
provide companionship, write a 
memoir, provide respite for fam­
ily or work as office support. A 
free 18-hour training program is 
provided at the VNA headquarters, 
25900 Greenfield Road, Suite 600. 
Registration is required. (248) 967-
8361 or visit www.vna.org. 
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Catwalk: Feline 
follows owner 
on nightly 
excursions 

BY KAREN SMITH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Many Livonia residents walk 
their dogs. 

But Lisa McLeod walks her 
cat — without a leash. 

The black and white-spot­
ted feline follows McLeod all 
around their Hix-Schoolcraft 
neighborhood. If a dog being 
walked on a leash is about 
to pass by on the sidewalk, 
McLeod warns Kiewie and she 
lies down on a driveway, out of 
the dog's reach. 

"People cannot believe I'm 
walking my cat," she said of the 
looks she gets from neighbors 
and passersby. 

Next-door neighbor Dave 
Thomas said he and his wife, 
Sue, get a kick out of watching 
Kiewie follow McLeod. "It's 
pretty funny," Thomas said. 

Thomas said the cat looks 
both ways before crossing the 
street, turning her head left 
and right. "It's really some­
thing," he said. 

Kiewie also protects 
McLeod's younger cat, Tiger, 
from cars. One day Tiger 
got too close to the road and 
Kiewie ran after her and 
chased her back to the house, 
McLeod said. 

McLeod's sister, Jackie 
Schwalm of Milford, e-mailed 
the Observer about Kiewie. 

She said the cat seems to 
understand what her sister is 
saying. 

"Once a family was leaving 
their house in their car and the 
mother asked my sister, 'Are 
you walking your cat?'" she 
said. "My sister said yes. Then 
her children in the car started 
barking and my sister looked 
at her cat and said, "It's OK. 
They are only joking," and the 
cat looked at my sister and pro­
ceeded to walk by the car." 

McLeod said the cat, a 9- or 
10-year-old stray they took 
in years ago while living in 
Redford, started walking with . 
her last summer. 

McLeod had stopped smok­
ing and started walking. The 
cat began to follow her and 
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Lisa McLeod doesn't need a 
leash to walk Kiewie through her 
neighborhood because the cat stays 
with her wherever she goes. 

each time, she would take it a 
couple houses farther. 

"Now she walks anywhere I 
go," she said. 

ksmithihometownlife.com | (313) 222-2098 

Filing tax return electronically gets an earlier return 
Q: Dear Rick: I filed my 

federal tax return over a 
month ago and I still have 
not received my refund. I 
read that you should get your 
refund back within two to 
three weeks. What should I 
do? 

A: According to the Internal 
Revenue Service, if you file a 
return using the traditional 
paper method, it takes approxi­
mately six weeks to receive your 
refund. If you file electroni­
cally, it typically lakes half that 
time to get a refund. Therefore, 
the first question is how did 
you file your return? If you 
filed by paper in mid-March 
you can expect your refund by 
the end of April. On the other 
hand, if you filed electronically, 
you should have received your 
refund by now and it is time to 
be proactive. 

The IRS has an excellent 
Web site in regards to taxes. 
Not only can you obtain all nec­
essary forms, but also instruc­
tion books and other important 
information with regards to 
taxes. In addition, the IRS Web 
site offers access to the status 
of your refund. Go to www.irs. 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

gov and click 
on "my refund." 
If the IRS 
has already 
sent you your 
refund and 
you have not 
received it, 
then you could 
have a prob­
lem. It is pos­
sible that your 
refund, if it was 
mailed to you, 

got lost in the mail or worse, 
someone got to the mailbox 
before vou. In those situations, 
call the IKS, 

The IRS has become easier 
to deal with and is taxpayer-
friendly. 

Q: Dear Rick: Every time I 
open my bank statement I am 
hit with new fees. In addition, 
I'm receiving very little inter­
est on the money I have in the 
bank. Recently, a friend of 
mine opened an account at a 
credit union. Do you recom­
mend credit unions and are 
they as safe as banks? 

A: I have no problem with 
credit unions. I believe that 
many people should consider 

using them. The first thing to 
understand about credit unions 
is they are nonprofits and 
operate in the best interest of 
their members. If you have an 
account at a credit union, you 
are a member, in effect, you are 
part owner. Because members 
are part owners, credit unions 
tend to have lower fees and pay 
higher interest rates on depos­
its than a traditional bank. 
Furthermore, when you need a 
loan — mortgage, home equity 
line of credit, new car loan or 
personal loan — credit unions 
tend to be more competitive 
than your traditional bank. 

Just as a bank insures your 
account to $250,000, the same 
applies to credit unions. The 
only difference is the money in 
a bank is insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC) while money in a 
credit union is insured by 
the National Credit Union 
Administration (NCUA). Both 
of these agencies are quasi-gov-
ernment agencies and backed -
by the full faith and credit of 
the U.S. government. Your 
money is safe. 

One myth about credit 

unions is they are difficult 
to join. Although in the past 
that may have been the case, 
it is no longer true. Virtually, 
anyone can join a credit union. 
There are many credit unions 
in southeast Michigan and, 
although, you may not be eli­
gible to join every one, as some 
do restrict membership, it 
should not be difficult to find a 
credit union. 

Visit the National 
Association of Credit Unions 
Web site — www.joinacu.org 
— to search for credit unions 
that you are eligible to join. 

Credit unions offer virtually 
the same services that banks do 
including ATMs. 

In today's difficult eco­
nomic times where people are 
attempting to get better rates 
of return on their money while 
keeping their fees low, credit 
unions are an option to con­
sider. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
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Homeowner must find out If their loan is a Freddie 
or Fannie loan. Only Preddle or Fannie loans qualify. 
Existing first loan $417,000 or less. 
Current loan cannot have Mortgage Insurance. 
New loan will not have Mortgage Insurance. 
Max LTV 105% (Can borrow 105% of the value of 
the home). 
Prime Residence, Second home, and Investment 
properties allowed. 
As long as new payment Is not 20% or more than 
current payment, income does not have to be proven. 

- Appraisal may not be required. Some homes will 
receive an appraisal waiver, if required. Underwriter 
will condition. 
No minimum income requirement unless payment Is 
20% or more than current payment. 
Second mortgage can remain and does not count 
against 105% value. 

EAGLE NATIONWIDE MORTGAGE CO. 
A Subsidiary of Eagle National Bank 

' £ ' • 
$£ 

A* Bating 

GJU'J, 
nUMEBUYER 
TAX CBEB 

Expires 5-21-09 
Eagle Nationwide Mortgage Companyf ENMC) is a wholly-owned iufeidtas y of Eagls National Sank and, as such, is regulated by the Office of the Coraptroltet of Cut rency, Washington, DC. 
origination office under the management of William Ettas which is located at i 89 i« Cherry HHI Rd • Westlarai Ml 4818S. All loan applications are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, 
subject to change wltrsout notice. Other restrictions may apply. 

Bt4MC operates a loan 

terms and conditions are 
OE08652838 

Go brig* Go short, 
Win either way* 
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HOMETOWN LIFE 
U-M's St. Clair 
makes contact 

tf 

BY BRAD EMONS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

She's been a mainstay 
behind the plate for the 
University of Michigan softball 
team for three years, starting a 
total 131 games. 

And Wednesday night, 
catcher Roya St. Clair got a 

much-deserved 
rest — pen­
ciled in only as 
the designated 
player with one 
at-bat — as 
the Wolverines 
improved to 
30-9 overall 
with a 9-0 
mercy vic­

tory at home over Washtenaw 
County rival Eastern Michigan 
University. 

St. Clair's defensive skills 
have never been questioned, 
but now opposing pitchers 
have to be a little bit more 
careful how they pitch to the 
Livonia Stevenson grad. 

After hitting .214 as a 
freshman followed by a .211 
campaign in 2008, St. Clair's 
improved offensive production 
this season has raised eye­
brows around the Big Ten. 

Going into the Wolverines' 

St. Clair 

weekend series at Illinois, St. 
Clair was batting .288 overall 
with seven doubles, five hom­
ers and 20 RBI. She has a slug­
ging percentage of .500 and 
has struck out only 14 times in 
104 at-bats. 

Her Big Ten numbers are 
even better, with a .375 bat­
ting average and .708 slugging 
mark. 

"It's confidence," St. Clair 
said. "It was a learning curve 
coming into college. I had to 
figure out how things worked 
out at this level. 

"I'm taking more pitches 
than usual. I'm seeing the ball 
better." 

Coming out of Stevenson, St. 
Clair was one of the area's all-
time feared prep hitters. As a 
senior, she batted .522 with six 
homers, 11 doubles and 34 RBI 
en route to first-team Division 
1 All-State honors. 

This spring, she has learned 
to become more patient at the 
plate. 

"Before I was a first-pitch 
hitter," St. Clair said. "It's a 
whole lot different from high 
school to this level and often it 
doesn't translate. Offensively 
I struggled the first two years, 

Please see ST. CLAIR, B2 
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Livonia Stevenson grad Roya St. Clair has become an integral part of the Wolverines' offensive attack this season. 

Walk in the park: C'ville girls stroll past Southfield 

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Bases on balls fueled the softball merry-go-
round Thursday for Livonia Clarenceville. 

The Trojans, recipients of 15 walks, rolled to 
a 14-3 five-inning rout of visiting Southfield in 
a non-conference tilt shortened due to the 10-
run mercy rule. 

It was 4-0 after the first and 9-0 after two, 
with six of those runs scoring on bases-loaded 
walks issued by Southfield pitcher Amanda 
Love and two more scoring on hit batsmen. 

"I told the girls these are games you can lose 
easy if you don't concentrate and have focus," 
Clarenceville coach Joe DeCaire said. "That's 
true (because) especially when you see a pitch­
er that's wild, you can lose total concentration 
at the plate. 

"You've got to adjust to whatever. We did 
what we had to do to get the win." 

Earning the victory for Clarenceville (2-2) 
was junior Val Sochacki, who struck out 10 
while giving up just two hits and three walks. 
All of the runs scored by the Bluejays (0-2) 
were unearned. 

Southfield's acting head coach, Alisha Love, 
said her team is very young and still learning 
how to play the game. 

"They're great athletes," she said. "They just 
don't know the game like they should yet. But 
that's coming, it's a process." 

Even losing a blowout can have a beneficial 
impact, Love added. 

"They can be more attentive in practice in 
terms of learning the game instead of just 
being an athlete and catching the ball and 
throwing it," she said. 

The Trojans collected six hits, including 
three by senior Lisa Wilson (3-for-4,2 runs, 
3 RBI), who smoked a line-drive triple to left 
with two outs in the bottom of the fifth. 

Laying down a bunt during Thursday's win over Southfield is Clarenceville's Megan McLaughlin. Please see C'VILLE, B2 

Crusader sets strikeout mark 
Jess Irwin bettered her own 

single-season strikeout record 
Friday as the Madonna University 
softball team improved to 17-1 in 
the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference with a pair of wins at 
Siena Heights University. 

Irwin struck out 11, raising her 
season total to 227, and allowed 
just two hits and two walks in 
six innings as MU captured the 
opener, 8-0. 

The sophomore from Monroe is 
now 21-5 overall. 

Offensively, Cat Sidor (Livonia 
Churchill) went 2-for-4 with two 
RBI, while Tori Turner added two 
hits for MU. , 

Raehael Kethe, Kathleen Smiley 
and Kelly Lesko also knocked in 
runs for the 17th-ranked Crusaders. 

In the nightcap, Ashley Shay 

COLLEGE SOFTBALL 

went 2-for-2 with a homer, while 
Tedi Johnston went 2-for~4 with an 
RBI as MU downed the Saints, 5-2. 

Sidor and Lesko also knocked 
in runs for the Crusaders, who 
improved to 39-7 overall. 

Winning pitcher Hallie Minch 
(18-2) allowed just three hits, 
walked one and struck out eight. 

The loss drops Siena Heights to 
11-31 overall and 1-13 in the WHAC. 

MADONNA 8-8, UM-DEARBORN 0-3: Pi tcher 
Jess Irwin recorded both wins as the 
Crusaders (37-7,15-1) team swept 
both ends of a WHAC doubleheader 
Wednesday at home against University 
of Michigan-Dearborn (11-12,8-6). 

Irwin tossed a one-hitter in the open- . 
er as the Crusaders downed the Wolves 
in a five-inning mercy, 8-0. Irwin struck 

out 10 and allowed four walks. 
Offensively. Cat Sidor went 2-for-3 

with three RBI, while Kathleen Smiley 
went 2-for-3 with two RBI. Kelly Lesko 
also added two his and an RBI. 

Irwin came to the rescue in relief of 
starter Hallie Minch as the Crusaders 
rallied from a 2-0 deficit after three 
innings to beat UM-Dearborn, 8-3. 

Minch, the freshman from Garden 
City, was roughed up for two earned 
runs on six hits in 3% innings. 

Irwin (20-5) came on and worked 
the final 3%, allowing one earned run 
on three hits. She struck out seven and 
walked two. 

Sidor and Brittney Scero (Canton) 
each went 3-for-5 with two RBI apiece. 

Smiley clubbed a two-run homer 
in the fourth inning and Ashley Shay 
contributed a solo shot in the fifth. Tedi 
Johnston also had two hits for MU. 

Danielle Stabnau went 3-for-4 with 
an RBI for UM-Dearborn. 

Saints'hurler handcuffs MU 
Livonia Franklin High grad Chris Boertje played 

the spoiler role Thursday as the No. 12-ranked 
Madonna University baseball team settled for 
another doubleheader split with Siena Heights. 

The junior right-hander from Westland threw 
a five-hitter as Siena Heights earned a 2-1 victory 
, , , o v e r t | j e Crusaders in the 

COLLEGE BASEBALL o p e n e r . 
Boertje used a mix of 

fastballs and curveballs to improve to 3-4 to keep 
MU off balance. He struck out four and walked 
three. 
',. MU starter Trent Pohl (2-2) who went six 
innings, allowed just three hits. He walked four 
and struck out three. 

Mark Pauwels had an RBI groundout in the first 
and Kevin Harrington added an RBI single in the 
fourth to account for both of the Saints' runs. 

Ryan Morrow's RBI groundout in the fifth cut 
the deficit to 2-1. 

MU unloaded for 15 hits in the nightcap en route 

Please see MADONNA, B2 

GAME 
WRAPS 

Prep baseball 

CRANBROOK 4, JOHN GLENN 
1: Pitcher Nick Cassell went 
all seven innings, allow­
ing just five hits, to power 
Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook 
Kingswood (3-3) to the non-
conference triumph Friday 
over visiting Westland John 
Glenn (5-5). 

Cassell struck out three 
and walked only one. He 
also helped his own cause 
with an RBI sacrifice fly. 

The Cranes scored one 
run in the second, one in the 
third and two in the fourth 
off Glenn starter Steve 
Hickson, who went all six 
innings, allowing just four 
hits. 

Hickson fanned three and 
did not allow a walk. 

Glenn tallied its only 
run in the top of the 
fourth, when Vince 
Creighton singled and 
came home on Hickson's 
RBI .double. 

Andrew Deluca went 2-
for-3 for the Rockets. 

Each team committed 
two errors. 

JOHN GLENN 7 -4 , EDSEL 
FORD 1-2: The two Jakes did 
it again Thursday as host 
Westland John Glenn (5-4) 
swept a non-league double-
header from Dearborn Edsel 
Ford (2-4). 

Jake Campbell pitched a 
complete-game, five-hit­
ter in the opener as the 
Rockets earned a 7-1 tri­
umph. Campbell struck out 
three and did not allow a 
walk. He also helped his 
own cause with an RBI 
sacrifice fly in the second 
inning. 

Nate Bovia also had a big 
day at the plate, going 3-
for-3_withlhree-RBI, while^ 
Derrick Ammons added two 
hits, two RBI and scored 
two runs. 

In the nightcap, Jake 
Sperry scattered six hits 
and walked only one as 
the Rockets downed the 
Thunderbirds, 4-2; Sperry 
struck out three in going the 
distance. 

Andrew DeLuca went 
3-for-4 with two RBI for 
Glenn, while third baseman 
Steve Hickson sparkled in 
the field and went 2-for-2 
with an RBI. 

Edsel Ford's Joe Carty 
doubled three times in the 
loss. 

FARMINGTON10, JOHN 
GLENN 6: Joel Fisher went 
3-for-3 with an RBI 
and two runs scored ' 
Wednesday to lead the host 
Falcons (3-4) to the non-
league win over Westland 
John Glenn (3-4). 

Derek Mohr added a pair 
of walks, a single and scored 
three times for Earmington, 
which scored four times in 
the third innings, two more 
in the fourth and four in ihe 
bottom of the sixth to put it 
away. 

Farmington starter Matt 
Gutknecht, who went the 
first six innings, allowing six 
runs on seven hits and two 
walks, got the victory. 

Riley Smith (two outs) 
and Alex Schmitt (final out) 
came on for the save. 

Glenn starter Andrew 
DeLuca took the loss. 

Steve Hickson went 2-
for-4 with two RBI, while 
Derrick Ammons added two 
hits for the Rockets. 

Girls soccer 
CLARENCEVILLE 8, CHAVEZ 

0: Teresa Parent and Jerrica 
Clements scored two goals 
apiece Wednesday, propel­
ling Livonia Clarenceville (1-
2) to a non-conference win 
over Detroit Cesar Chavez. 

Samantha Giordano, 
Mariah McClain, Jordan 
Fyffe and Britney Olds each 
added a goal for the Trojans, 
who led 4-0 at halftime and 
ended it on an eight-goal 
mercy with 15 minutes to go. 

Goalkeeper Kristen Jolly 
made six saves to post her 
first shutout of the year. 
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ST. CLAIR 
FROM PAGE Bl 

but this year everything is just 
clicking better." 

Michigan coach Carol 
Hutchins has also taken notice 
by moving up St. Clair in the 
batting order. 

"More than anything, she's 
matured as a hitter," Hutchins 
said. "There's some pitchers you 
can't hit unless you're patient. 
She was not patient the first 
two years, but now she's able to 
work the count better and not 
be too anxious. Before she was 
trying too hard and wanted to 
get a hit right away. She's let 
the game come to her." 

And St. Clair has been 
rewarded for her improved dis­
cipline at the plate. 

"We've moved people around, 
but she's usually in an RBI 
spot, anywhere from four to 
seven in the lineup," Hutchins 
said. "She gets hot and cold like 
anyone else, but she's become 
an RBI person." 

St. Clair has always been 
durable and dependable behind 
the plate. Last year, she started 
and played in all 60 games 
after getting 35 starts as a 
freshman. This spring, she's 
already gone behind the plate 
37 times. 

"It (the position) wears you 
down," Hutchins said. "We'd 
like to keep her legs as fresh as 
we can. We've tried to rest her 
to keep her from being over­
worked because she's had some 
little nagging injuries. 

"But it's hard to get her out 
because shea's a great receiver 
and she blocks balls as well as 
anybody." 

As dependable as she's been 
as the team's backstop, St. 
Clair has also been a mainstay 
in the classroom. 

A sport management major 
in the school's Division of 
Kinesiology, St. Clair was 
also a Big Ten All-Academic 
pick in 2008 and has earned 
U-M's Athletic Academic 
Achievement Award two 
straight years. 

Hutchins, meanwhile, 
believes St. Clair continues to 
be a work in progress. 

"I don't gauge a career until 
it's over," Hutchins said. "There 
are parts of the game they all 
have to learn, but she's made 
the greatest strides this year. 
She's certainly done an out­
standing job behind the plate 
defensively. 

"Roya is self-confident, 
knows the game and is very 
strong-minded." 

St. Clair believes this year's 
Wolverine squad has the poten­
tial to make a postseason run. 
U-M was 6-2 heading into the 
weekend series at Illinois. 

"We played a tough pre­
season schedule against some 
ranked opponents," she said. 
"We've been picking up our 
play of late and we hope it pays 
off in the postseason. 

"Every year the team chem­
istry changes. We lost a couple 
key players — Samantha 
Findlay and Allesandra 
Giampaolo — who graduated. 

"Right now we have five 
juniors starting and only one 
senior. The juniors are taking 
on the leadership roles and the 
young players are stepping up. 
We have three freshmen who 
start. Everyone knows their 
roles." 

bemonsihometownlife.com 1(313) 222-6851 
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0SRLS TRACK a FIELD CAPSULE OUTLOOK 

CYI champions 
The St. Michael's Varsity 1 girls basketball team capped a perfect 24-0 season on March 14 by capturing the Catholic 
Youth Organization championship at Birmingham Marian High School. The Gaels were led by eighth-graders Morgan 
Blair, Sara Even, Brenna Gabrielson, Kiley Gorski, Emily Norscia, Allie Koestering, Carlin O'Malley, Shelby Walsh, 
along with seventh-graders Julie Bonk, Courtney Cattaneo, Pilar Furlong and Emily Hawks. St. Michael's was coached 
by Greg Mellon, who during the past year overcame a heart attack and loss of a leg due diabetes. He returned to 
the bench for his 16th season in a wheelchair determined to lead his team into the finals. He was assisted by Linda 
Willoughby and Jim Rhodes. 

The Livonia Wild captured the Great Lakes Tournament Series Pee Wee B Division championship, held March 13-15, at 
Holland's Edge Ice Arena. Members of the Wild include (bottom row, from left): Andrew Lilly, Nathan Blank; (middle 
two rows, from left) Nick Dudek, Avery Bufalini, Tyler Werth, Hick Smith, Connor Przybyla, Josh Dudek, Zach Payne, 
Jake McLeod, Alex Regish, Scott Dion, David Landstrom, Andrew Johnston, Christian Flack, Ryan Jones, Andrew 
Taylor; (top row, from left) assistant coach Tom Dudek, assistant coach Steve Regish, assistant coach Roger Smith, 
head coach Dave Flack and assistant coach Gary Przybyla. 

omen's golfers 2nd at invite 
The Madonna University 

women's golf team ended 
the day where it started - in 
second place - at the 2009 
Madonna Spring Invitational 
contested Thursday at Walnut 
Creek Country Club. 

The Crusaders shot 376 on 
Day Two for a 36-hole total 
of 754 to wrap up the spring 
season. 

The University of St. Francis 
(Ind.) took home top honors 
with a two-day total of 692. 
Katie Jones from USF was the 
medalist with rounds of 87 

COLLEGE GOLF 

and 82 for a 169 total. 
MU's Sara Simnitch (Swartz 

Creek) was the top Crusader, 
finishing sixth with a two-
day tally of 180 (94-86). She 
improved by eight strokes on 
Day Two. 

Livonia's Chelsea Bathurst 
(Stevenson.) was next for 
the Crusaders finishing 
ninth by carding a round 
of 97 for a two-day total 
of 184. Westland's Mariel 

Meyers (Livonia Franklin) 
and Livonia's Caitlin Steele 
(Dearborn Divine Child) 
rounded out the MU contin­
gent by finishing 12th .(95-94) 
and 20th, respectively. 

The Crusaders close the 
2008-09 season after fin­
ishing second in the final 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference standings, the best 
finish in program history and 
do not lose a single player to 
graduation. 

The 2009 fall season will 
start in August. 

C'VILLE 
FROM PAGE Bl 

Wilson's drive scored 
Chelsea Gehan and Izzy Sidon 
for the final runs of the game 
as Clarenceville's lead extend­
ed into mercy-rule territory. 

"Lisa Wilson is stroking the 
ball pretty well," DeCaire said. 
"She had a couple good hits. She's 
been our big hitter all year." 

DeCaire noted some fine 
infield defense turned in by 
sophomore third baseman 
Kelly Ankiel and substi­
tute first baseman Brittany 
Tallman (in for regular 
Brittany Brooks, who was out 
due to illness). 

Also enjoying a solid 

offensive day for the Trojans 
was Sochacki, who went 
2-for-3, scored two and 
knocked in another. The sixth 
Clarenceville hit was regis­
tered by Tallman (two runs). 

Southfield's hits included 
singles by Amanda Love and 
Tyeesha Willis. 

A highlight for the Bluejays 
came in the fourth. Noelle 
Hairston walked, stole sec­
ond and moved around the 
diamond to score on two wild 
pitches. 

Meanwhile, Clarenceville 
senior Miranda Cummings 
reached base four times 
(three walks, hit by pitch) and 
sophomore Stephanie Bishop 
drove in two runs in two at-
bats after getting plunked by 
pitches. 

Clarenceville now pre­
pares for the beginning of 
Metro Conference action, 
with road games Monday 
and Wednesday against 
Harper Woods and Lutheran 
Westland, respectively 

According to DeCaire, it is 
important for his team to keep 
things in perspective entering 
those games. 

"You know, it's scary, these 
kind of games, because next 
week starts our conference," 
DeCaire said. "I told the girls 
these scare me because I don't 
know what to expect. 

"We play Harper Woods and 
that's going to be a much bet­
ter game. We're going to have 
to buckle down." 

tsmithihometownlife.com 1 (313) 222-2323 -
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MADONNA 
FROM PAGE 81 ' 

to a 12-2 victory. 
Kevin Zerbo (Farmington 

Hills Harrison) went 3^iox~3, 
KfW*'."< \J-" r -,"'"'•'•, including his ninth and 10th 
t r "siV*.; j •*'. * IK • homers of the year, to go along 

with four RBI to lead MU's 
offensive attack. 

Dominic Benavides, 
Shawn Little (Canton), Aaron 
Hacias and Tarik Khasawneh 
(Canton) each added two 
hits for the Crusaders, who 
improved to 29-6 overall and 
8-4 in the Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference (tied for 

first with Indiana Tech). 
Winning pitcher Robert 

Fraser, a freshman from 
Westland John Glenn, 
improved to 3-0 by going the 
first 5% innings. He allowed 
just hits, walked two and 
struck out two. 

Siena Heights, meanwhile, 
falls to 16-24 and 4-8. 

M::$ ICRO SOCCER LEAGUES 
Ages: 5-9 years 

Game times will be between 10 am-12 pm...Saturday$, May 2-JuIy 2 
Rc.-'-lration Deadline: April 27 • Cost: $50 

LIVONIA CHURCHILL 
Head coach. Pat Daugherty, second year. 
League affiliation: KLAA Kensington 

Conference (South Division). 
Last year's finish: Division 1 regional 

champions: runner-up WLAA meet: Lakes 
Division dual meet champions (5-0). 

Notable losses to graduation: Kynda 
Abron (first-team All-Area): Rachel McFarlane 
(first-team All-Area): Michele Verellen (first-
team All-Area); Sarah LaBerge (second-team 
All-Area): Margarita Lazarevska (second-team 
All-Area); Mallory Lukas (third-team All-Area); 
Jaclyn Gribeck, Jamie Maribugh, Kim Verellen. 

Leading returnees: Sara Kroil, Jr. (first-
team All-Area 800); Samar.Aoude, Sr. (third-
team All-Area 1,600 relay; 400); Alicia DiMauro, 
Sr. (pole vault); Taylor Byron, Sr. (throws); 
Shannon Getchen, Sr. (throws); Megan Kelly, Jr. 
(400; third-team All-Area 1,600 relay); Cierra 
Yetts, Jr. (second-team All-Area high jump); 
Chloe Taylor, Jr. (sprints); Emily Clairmont, Sr. 
(first-team All-Area 3,200 relay); 800). 

Promising newcomers: Oayna Esper, 
Soph, (hurdles); Jessica Fedrigo, Jr. (hurdles); 
Leah Heinzelman, Fr. (sprints); Megan Ling, Fr. 
(throws); Senclair McDonnell, Fr. (high jump); 
Bethany Pilat, Fr. (distance); Tiffany Raisanen, 
Jr. (800); Mackenzie Van Amberg, Fr. (sprints). 

Daugherty's 2009 outlook: "There will 
be lots of changes. We have to replace nine 

' seniors who scored 85 percent of our points 
last year. New association, conference and 
division. We will have more balance throughout 
our four classes as far as scoring and placing 
is concerned. We will have to rely on our few 
varsity returners until our young ninth and 
10th graders are ready. This season we hope 

. to develop some depth from all. four classes 
and hope it all comes together at the end of 
the season. Our team goals are always high at 
Churchill and this year is no different. We will 
have to develop quickly though to reach them." 

LIVONIA FRANKLIN 
Head coach: Dave Bjorkiund, ninth year. 

' League affiliation: Kensington Conference 
(South Division). 

Last year's finish: second (WLAA Western 
Division; third (Division 1 regional); fourth 
(WLAA meet); 5-1 record; Raider Relays 
champion. -

Notable losses to graduation: Ashley 
Price (second-team All-Area); Kelly Tapella. 

Leading returnees: Emily Quint, Jr. (first-
team All-area pole vault; high jump; sprints); 
Liz Hollaway, Jr. (first-team All-Area high 
jump); Asftly Butkowski, Sr. (first-team All-Area 
400; 800; 800-1,600 relays); Meghan Powers, 
Sr. (third-team All-Area pole vault); Senneca 
Scott, Jr. (third-team All-Area 300 hurdles; 
1,600-3,200 relays); Megan McPherson, Soph, 
(second-team All-Area 1,600; 800; 1,600-3,200 
relays); Mallory Church, Soph, (third-team All-
Area 3,200 relay; 400; 800); Savannah Haig, 
Jr. (second-team All-Area discus; shot put); 
Amanda Borteo, Soph, (long jump); Samantha 
Campbell, Sr. (100 hurdles); Victoria Church, 
Jr. (distance); Dominique Jordan, Jr. (third-
team All-Area 3,200 relay; distance); Brittany 
Dilley, Jr. (distance); Corinne Haro, Soph. (100); 
Brittany Milican, Jr. (throws); Katelyn Mills, 
Sr. (100 hurdles); Jen Mueller, Soph, (hurdles; 
long jump; 800 relay); Shannon Niznik, Jr. (300 
hurdles; 800). 

Promising newcomers: Kathryn Chinavare, 
Fr. (sprints); Ashley Gruden, Fr. (throws); Lauren 
Murphy, Soph, (high jump); Nikki Nixon, Jr. 
(hurdles). 

Bjorklund's 2009 outlook: "Coming off 
of another very successful season, we return 
many big scorers from last year, but lost two 
to graduation (Price and Tapella) and we've 
had a couple of kids move away. However, 
we still have a pretty balanced team;with 
our strength in the field events and middle 
distance/distance. The distance team worked ' 
really'hard this winter and is much improved 
and ready to go. Quint, Powers, Hollaway, 
Butkowski, McPherson, and some of our others 
have already competed well in the early 
season meets and now that we finally have our 
basketball players (Scott, Milican, Haig) we are 
ready to put our full lineup together." 

LIVONIA STEVENSON 
Head coach: Kelly Graham, sixth year. 
League affiliation: Kensington Conference 

(Central Division). 
. Last year's finish: runner-up (Division 1 

regional); third (WLAA meet); 5-1 dual record. 
Notable losses to graduation: Brittany 

Gentile (first-team All-Area); Rebecca Bartek 
(third-team All-Area); Colette Fodera (third-
team All-Area); Maame Adomako, Samantha 
Kay, Chelsea Pashnick, Brittany Mrozek. 

Leading returnees: Courtney Calka, 
Sr. (first-team All-Area 1,600; 3,200); Becky 
Adamcheck, Jr. (second-team All-Area 300 
hurdles); Katie Glynn, Jr. (second-team All-
Area 1,600-3,200 relays); Katie Vidler, Soph, 
(second-team All-Area 3,200 relay); Michelle 
Blackstone, Sr, (second-team All-Area pole 
vault); Victoria Saferian, Sr. (3,200); Marci 

• Kovsky, Soph, (long jump; hurdles; high jump; 
sprints); Sarah Opdyke, Jr. (distance); Christina 
Joss, Sr. (second-team 3,200 relay); Claire 
LeBlanc, Jr. captain (sprints; jumps; hurdles); 
Megan DeMarco, Jr. (sprints); Erin Erickson, 
Soph, (sprints); Lisa Black, Sr. (pole vault). 

Promising newcomers: Haley Babcock, 
Fr. (distance); Alyssa Adams, Soph, (sprints; 
pole vault); Allison Gudeman, Fr. (throws; 
distance); Alex Kitz, Fr. (pole vault; jumps); 
Stephanie Batshon, Soph, (sprints); Melanie 
Bauer, Jr. (jumps; sprints; hurdles); Marissa 
Boren, Fr. (jumps; hurdles); Alana Takacs, Fr. 
(hurdles); Nikki Yon, jr. (hurdles; sprints); 
Samantha Hamill, Fr. (distance); Ashley Werner, 
Jr. (distance); Emily Plumly, Soph, (sprints); 
Stephanie Matter, fr. (sprints); Jessica 
V-issochi, Fr, (sprints). 

Graham's 2009 outlook: "We lost a huge 
number of seniors last year who contributed 
a lot at the varsity level. However, we have 
a very solid and talented group of returning 
veterans who I am sure will again be successful 
within their events. We are not as deep as 1 
would like to see. But the new athletes we have 
at all grade levels have a lot of talent. We will 
be very competitive within our division and if 
we stay healthy we should be competitive at 
the regional level." 

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN 
Head coach: Alan McGowan, second year. 
League affiliation: Kensington Conference 

(South Division). 
Last year's finish: fourth (Division 1 

regional); fifth (WLAA meet); 1-5 dual record. 
Notable losses to graduation: Ashley 

Parker (first-team All-Area); Ashley 
Montgomery (first-team All-Area); Jamie Meiias 
(first-team All-Area), Stacey Richardson. 

Leading returnees: Chanel Payne, Sr. 
(second-team All-Area long jump); sprints; 
relays); Ryan Anderson, Sr. (throws); Jasmine 
Sanchez, Soph, (throws); Jaimie Medel, Sr. 
(middle distance); La'che Walton, Jr. (hurdles); 
Keena Walker, Jr. (hurdles); Shante Roberts, 

Sr (hurdles) Alex Hamlett, Soph (sprints), Jen 
Drum, Soph, (middle distance), Audra Flores, 
Soph, (middle distance). 

Promising newcomers: Stephanie Bfown, 
Fr. (sprints); Aubry Scott, Soph, (sprints); T.J. 
Carson-Callaway, Soph, (high jump); Adrian 
Carey, Soph, (sprints; middle distance). 

McGowan's 2009 outlook: "This year's 
team is probably the most' well-rounded team 
I have coached. We have quality girls in almost 
every event. For us this is a rebuilding year. 
We lost four of our top five point scorers to 
graduation. We have strong senior leadership 
that is helping to develop our underclassman. 
Much of the team is new this year, and they are 
very eager and excited to start the season. I 
feel that we should be able to compete against 
any team that we face. After finishing 1-5 in 
dual meets last year, we hope to turn things 
around through the all the hard work that we 
have put in so far." 

WAYNE MEMORIAL 
Head coach: Kevin.Miller, ninth year. 
League affiliation: Kensington Conference 

(South Division). 
Last year's finish: 16th (Division 1 

regional); 12th (WLAA meet); 0-6 dual record). 
Notable Josses to graduation: Natassia 

Goines. 
Leading returnees: Rochelle Woods, Jr. 

(third-team All-Area 100; 400; sprint relays);' 
Mean Long, Soph. (100; sprint relays); Brittanie 
Askin, Sr. (throws); Francis Jackson, Jr. (high 
jump): 

Promising newcomers: Holland Boertje, 
Fr. (distance; high jump); Jaylin Hammac, 
Fr. (distance; high jump); Brandi Bishop, Sr. 
(throws); Alexis Blue, Sr. (throws; sprints); 
Kendall Carter, Fr. (distance; high jump); Deja 
Rogers, Fr. (throws; sprints). 

Miller's 2009 outlook: "The season is 
looking up from last year. We have about 
doubled the size of the team, which was quite 
small last year. We're hopeful that our girls 
will have rapid improvement individually. We 
are still small in comparison to the teams 
we compete with, but make up for it in spirit. 
We will be looking to push each athlete 
individually." 

- LIVONIA LADYW00D 
Head coach: Alice Ahearn, first year. 
League affiliation: Catholic League 

(Central Division). 
Last year's finish: fourth (Catholic League 

meet); seventh (Division 2 regional). 
Notable losses to graduation: Emily 

Bambacfi. 
Leading returnees: Megan Yanik, Jr. 

(first-team All-Area 300 hurdles; 1,600 relay); 
Megan Vitale, Soph, (first-team All-Area 
1,600 relay; 400); Shannon Hogg, Soph, (high 
jump; sprints); Katie Morasso, Sr. captain 
(first-team All-Area 1,600 relay); Meghan 
Clarke, Jr. (first-team All-Area 1,600 relay; 
middle distance; high jump); Julia Kenney, Sr. 
(distance); Siobhan Aldridge, Soph, (distance); 
Alyssa Achacon, Jr. (sprints); Brigid Molloy, Sr. 
(throws); Mary Burdgick, Jr. (throws; distance); • 
Haley Giordano, Jr. (sprints); Meredith Houska, 
Jr. (distance; throws); Lauren Micallef, Soph, 
(sprints; middle distance); Maureen Murphy, Jr. 
(sprints; long jump); Diane Reinel, Jr. (sprints; 
long jump); Kelsey Soronen, Sr. (distance); . 
Teresa Wojnarowski, Soph, (throws; sprints); 
Catherine Wojtanowski, Jr. (distance); Margaret 
Wojtanowski, Sr. (middle distance); Morgan 
Zuziak, Sr. (distance). 

Promising newcomers: Chantal Singer, Fr. 
(jumps; sprints);, 

Ahearn's 2009 outlook: "We definitely 
have depth with and 'A' and 'B' squad willing 
to try every event. We like them to go in four 
different events. We've found some talents 
they didn't know they had. Well be good in a 
lot of different areas. We're stretching them 
and finding some spots for them. So far they're 
been compliant and they're up for it." 

LIVONIA CLARENCEVILLE 
Head coach: Brady Gustafson, fourth year. 
League affiliation: Metro Conference. 
Last year's finish: third place in 

conference; fifth at regionals. 
Notable losses to graduation: Ashley Hall. 
Leading returnees: Marlene Azar, Sr. 

(1,600-3,200 relay; 800); Alexa Bean, Soph. 
(3,200 relay; 800); Brushell Brown, Sr. (400-
800 relays; 200); Jillian Burhop, Soph. (1,600-
3,200 relays; 400); Evangela Daniels, Soph. 
(100 hurdles; relays); Aneta Elliott, Sr. (middle 
distance; long jump); Stephanie Lozano, Soph, 
(hurdles; high jump); Kamai Sanders, Jr. 
(sprints; relays).. 

Promising newcomers: Sydni Clark, Sr. 
(sprints; relays; transfer from Southfield-

• Lathrup); Paige Davis, Jr. (throws); Amelia 
Harman, Sr. (1,600-3,200 relays), Emily Jasmer, 
Fr. (throws). ' 

Gustafson's 2009 outlook: "We have a good. 
stable of sprinters led by seniors Brushell 
Brown, Aneta Elliott and newcomer Sydni Clark. 
Our sprinters look to be the deepest part of 
our team, but a young, but experienced group 
of middle distance runners should complement 
them. Our middle distance runners are led by 
returners Marlene Azar, Jillian Burhop, and Alexa 
Bean, three of the four members of our 4 x 800 
relay team who broke our school record. Our 
hurdlers should be improved led by Stephanie 
Lozano who placed in regionals, our conference 
meet, and broke our school record in the 300 
lows. Our jumpers are experienced and solid, and 
our inexperience in the throwing events should be 
outweighed by our potential. Paige Davis leads the 
way for our throwers, looking to be competitive 
in conference despite this being her first year 
throwing." 

LUTHERAN HIGH WESTLAND 
Head coach: Atyssia Hall, first year. 
League affiliation: Metro Conference. 
Last year's finish: second (Metro 

Conference); third (Division 4 regional); 11-1 
dual record. 

Notable losses to graduation: Olivia 
Rork (second-team All-Area); Julie Jongsma; 
Rebekah Kroesing; Katie Krueger; Myrian 
Storck. 

Leading returnees: Nicole Zehel. Jr. 
(third-team All-Area 1,600); Emilie Freeman, Jr. 
(high jump; sprints); Megan Kohtz, Sr. (relays); 
Brittany Maynard, Jr. (distances); Sarah 
Maynard, Soph, (distances); Katey Ramthun, 
Sr. (sprints); Rachel Storck, Jr. (pole vault; high 
jump; hurdles). 

Promising newcomers: Megan Lohn, Fr. 
(sprints); Becca Refenes, Sr. (throws); Rebecca 
Rockrohr, Jr. (middle distances); Alyssa 
Sherkey, Soph, (throws); Amanda Terranella, Fr. 
(hurdles; throws). 

Hall's 2009 outlook: "While a little light 
on numbers, the team is fairly balanced except 
for the sprints. With a good mix of returning 
athletes and newcomers, the expectations for 
the team are high. The team is looking forward 
to the competition that the Metro Conference 
has to offer. Lutheran North is again the team 
to beat and Clarenceville, Lutheran Northwest 
and Cranbrook will also be a tough challenge." 

SIRLS TRACK RESULTS 
TRACKS FIELD 

DUAL MEET RESULTS 
LIVONIA CLARENCEVILLE 66 

MADISON HEIGHTS LAMPHERE 58 
April 16 at Livonia Clarenceville 

Shot put: 1. Maynard (MHL), 26 feet, 9 
inches; 3. Paige Davis (C'ville), 23-4. 

Discus: 1. Box (MHL), 82-0; 3. Davis (C'ville), 
66-4. 

High jump: 1. Stephanie Lozano (C'ville), 4-2. 
Long jump: 1. Aneta Elliott (C'ville), 13-2; 3, 

Ashlee Shows (C'ville), 10-5. 
100-meter hurdles: 1. Lozano (C'ville), 19.7; 

2. Evangela Daniels (C'ville), 20.3. 
300 hurdles: 1. Lozano (C'ville), 57.68; 3. 

Jen Baumgardner (C'ville), 1:06. • 
100 dash: I.Elliott (C'ville), 13.5. 
200:1. Lynch (MHL), 30.0; 3. Brushell Brown 

(C'ville), 31.63. 
400:1. Elliott (C'ville), 1:09; 2. Jillian Burhop 

(C'ville), 1:15;. 
$00:1. Alexa Bean (C'ville), 3:03.0; 3. Davis 

(C'ville), 3:23. 
1,600:1. Kapala'(MHL), 6:38.2; 3. Sonali 

Patel (C'ville), 7:16.8. 
3,200:1. Kapala (MHL), 14:01; 2. Shelby 

Dermyre (C'ville), 14:41. , 
400 relay: 1. Lamphere, 57.69; 2. 

Clarenceville, 57.73; 800 relay: 1. Clarenceville, 
no time recorded; 1,600 relay: 1. Clarenceville, 
5:05.0; 3,200 relay: 1. Clarenceville, 12:09.0. 

Clarenceville's dual meet record: 3-0. 

TRI-MEET RESULTS 
April 14 at Livonia Clarenceville 

GIRLS TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Livonia 
Clarenceville, 81 points; 2. Clawson, 54; 3. 
Plymouth Christian Academy, 5. 

Shot put: 1. Delgoda (Clawson), 27 feet, 6 
inches. 

Discus:! Nichols (Clawson), 72-9; 3. Paige 
Davis (C'ville), 20-1. 

High jump: 1. Stephanie Lozano (C'ville), 4-6. 
Long jump: 1. Anetea Elliott (C'ville), 12-8; 3. 

Chantica Murphy (C'ville), 10-0. 
100-meter hurdles: 1. Lozano (C'ville). 19.3; 

2. Evangela Daniels (C'ville), 19,82. 
300 hurdles: 1. Lozano (C'ville), 1:03.0; 2. 

Amber.Moreland-Clark (C'ville), 1:08.3; 3. Yerke 
(PCA), 1:19.1. 

100 dash: 1, Sydni Clark (C'ville). 13.39; 3, 
Murphy (C'ville), 15.03. 

200: (.Daniels (C'ville), 32.1. 
400:1. S. Clark (C'ville), 1:03.9; 2. Elliott 

(C'ville), 1:08.9; 3. Sovtesky (PCA), 1:11.0. 
800:1. Alexa Bean (C'ville), 3:05.0; 2. Nicole 

Grates (C'ville), 3:15.0. 
1,600:1. Shelby Dermyre (C'ville), 6:48.0; 3. 

Sonali Patel (C'ville), 7:36.0. 
3,200:1. Dermyre (C'vilie), 14:54.0. 
400 relay: 1. Clawson, 57,5; 2. Clarenceville, 

57.9; 800 re lay: ! Clawson, 2:01.5; 2. 
Clarenceville, 2:02.1; 1,600 relay: not recorded; 
3,200 relay: 1. Clarenceville, no time available. 

Clarenceville's dual meet record: 2-0. 
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SPORTS ItOMUP THE WES AHEAD 

Free running clinic 
The Northville Road Runners, along 

with Running Fit, will stage a free 
running clinic beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 22 at the Running 
Fit store, located at 17783 Haggerty 
(just north of Six Mile), in Northville 
Township. 

Beginning and current runners are wel­
comed to learn how to stay motivated and 
run safely without injury. (Be prepared to 
run a mile or two.) 

For more information, call Erin Parris 
at (248) 212-8089. 

Youth football clinic 
Stevenson High School will stage its 

annual youth football clinic from 9 a.m. 
until 12:15 p.m. Saturday, May 16. 

The clinic is free of charge and is open 
to all students currently enrolled in the 
grades 2-6. Instruction focuses on foot­
ball fundamentals and will provided by 
the Stevenson varsity football staff and 
players. 

Students must have a signed waiver 
form to participate. 

Registration forms are available in the 
Stevenson Athletic Office, or online by 
visiting www.livonia.kl2.mi.us/schools/ 
high/stevenson/athletics/camps/camps. 
html. •< 

Same-day registration is also permit­
ted, and starts at 8:30 am in the school's 
north cafeteria. 

For more information, e-mail Tim 
Gabel at tgabel@livonial2.mi.us. 

Stevenson pom clinic 
The Livonia Stevenson varsity pom 

pon squad will stage a spring workshop 
for grades 5-11 from 6-8 p.m., Monday 
through Wednesday, April 20-22, at the 
high school fieldhouse. 

The cost is $45 (includes music CD and 
T-shirt). 

For more information, call call Anne 
Turner at (734) 905-0060; or e-mail: 
anneturner@twmi.rr.com. 

MSU honors Montgomery 
The Michigan State University Black 

Alumni and Western Metro Detroit 
MSU alumni clubs will honor Spartans 
men's basketball associate coach Mark 
Montgomery on Wednesday, April 22, at 
Dearborn Hills Golf Course, located at 
1300 S. Telegraph Road, Dearborn. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with speakers, 
including MSU athletic director Mark 
Hollis, slated at 6:30 p.m. The event con­
cludes at 8 p.m. 

The $5 cover charge at the door 
includes appetizers, cash bar and door 
prizes. (Bring your camera and get your 
photo taken with" Sparty.) 

Spartan 5K Fun Run 
The Livonia Stevenson High Booster 

Club will stage its 5-kilometer and 1-
mile run Spartan Fun Run beginning on 
Sunday, May 31. 

The 1-miler starts at 9 a.m. followed by 
the 5K at 9:30 a.m. The event begins and 
ends at Stevenson High. 

Pre-registration entry fees for the 5K 
are $20 for adults and $10 for the 1-mile 
fun run. Pre-registered runners will be 
guaranteed a T-shirt. Fees (after May 16) 
are $25 and $15, respectively. 

For more information, including a 
course map and registration form, visit 
www.livonia.kl2.mi.us/schools/high/ste-
venson. 

Girls fastpitch softball 
1 The Livonia Wild is seeking fast-pitch 

16- and 18-and-under competitive girls 
softball players for the upcoming season. 

For more information, e-mail info@ljal. 
com; or call Paul Seewald at (734) 462-
9378. . ~ 

H The Livonia Storm is seeking to add 
10-and-under teams girls fast-pitch soft-
ball teams - must be ages 8-10 as of Dec. 
31,2008. 

For more information regarding a spe­
cial tryout and learn from experienced 
coaches, call Ken Jewell at (734) 266-9109. 

Girls slow-pitch softball 
Late registration for residents and 

non-residents for Livonia Parks and 
Recreation girls 10- and 13-and-under 
slow-pitch softball will be from 9 a.m.-
10:30 a.m. (residents) and 10:30 a.m.-
noon (non-residents) on Saturdays 
through April 21 on a first-come, first-
serve basis; or until enrollment or teams 
are filled) - at the Livonia Community 
Recreation Center, located at 15100 
Hubbard (at Five Mile Road). 

Fees are $40 per child (resident open 
registration); $50 (resident late registra­
tion); and $60 (non-resident late registra­
tion). Cost includes hat and T-shirt. 

RSVPs are appreciated by e-mailing Rich 
Whipple at REKJwhipple@yahoo.com. 

Graves gets eager 
Madonna University women's basketball 

coach Carl Graves announced Tuesday 
that Kristie Porada (Gibraltar Carlson) has 
signed an NAI A letter-of-intent for this fall. 

Porada, cousin of current MU volleyball 
red-shirt freshman Amanda Koszela, 
is the second signee for Graves, joining 
Kayleigh Burden (New Boston Huron) 
who signed with the Crusaders last week. 

The Rockwood native earned three 
letters in basketball to go along with a 
pair each in cross country and track at 
Carlson. As a senior she averaged 10.1 

Age requirements include: 10-and-
under (cannot be 11 before Dec. 1,2009); 
13-and-under (cannot be 14 before Dec. 1, 
2009).. 

Team assignments will be on May 1. 
The program includes eight scrimmages 
"during the months of May, June and July. 

For more information, call (734) 466-
2410. 

Pitch, Hit & Run 
The City of Livonia Department of 

Parks and Recreation pitch, hit and run 
competition will be at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
May 10 at Ford Field (Diamond No. 2). 

Boys and girls will compete together in 
the following age divisions: 7-8,9-10,11-12 
and 13-14. Registration will be at 9:30 a.m. 

For more information, call (734) 466-
2411. . , - ' . ' 

Adult softball leagues 
" The Livonia Parks and Recreation 
Department is offering a variety of adult 
softball leagues including men's slow-
pitch, co-ed, women's slowpitch and men's 
modified, which will run from April 
through July. 

Registration for openings in the differ­
ent divisions at the Livonia Community 
Recreation Center, located at 15100 
Hubbard (at Five Mile Road). 

The entry feels $400 per team. 
For more information, call (734) 466-2410. 

Football combine 
The Nike Combine Training for high 

school football players to prepare for the 
2009 season and preparation for SPARQ. 
and NATS testing protocols is heading to 
Auburn Hills. 

Players will be taught drills and tech­
niques used to prepare college seniors for 
the NFL Combine. This training session 
will be on Sundays beginning April 19 at 
the Auburn Hills Sports Dome. 

To register go to www.coachjackson-
speed.com. 

For more information, call eoach Jaime 
Jackson at (248) 535-7404. •• ' • . ' 

points and 5.2 assists per game on her 
way to a second straight selection to the 
All-Mega Conference team as well as a 
selection to the All-Downriver team. 

"Kristie is such a versatile player," Graves 
said. "She does so many things well and we 
are looking to utilize her in several ways. 
Kristie has a stellar grade-point average 
which will fit nicely with the MU philoso­
phy. She has the ability to handle the ball 
exceptionally well, has a decent shot, good 
speed and shows the desire and will to win 
and want to improve." 

A two-year captain on the hardwood, 
Porada was also an All-Mega hpnoree 

, last fall in cross country anAeaEnedlhe 
Coaches Award in track as a sophomore. 

' PREP BASEBALL 
Monday, April 20 

South lyon at Churchill (2),4pm 
Lincoln Park at Franklin, 4 p m 
W. Bloomfield at Wayne, 4 p m 

'Clarenceville at Harper Woods, 4 30 p m 
Luth. Westland at Luth North, 4 30 p.m 
Luth. South at Huron Valley, 4 30 p m 

Tuesday, April 21 
Stevenson at Wayne (2), 4 p.m. 

Franklin Road at Huron Valley, 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 22 

John Glenn at Churchill, 4 p.m. 
Wayne at Franklin, 4 p.m. 

S.L. East at Stevenson, 4 p.m. 
Clarenceville at Luth. Westland, 4:30 p.m, 

Thursday, April 23 
Huron Valley at Macomb Christian, 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 24 
Churchill at Salem (2), 4 p.m. 

. Franklin at Nov! (2), 4 p.m. 
Canton at Stevenson (2), 4 p.m. 

• • John Glenn at S. Lyon (2), 4 p.m. 
Wayne at S.L. East (2), 4 p.m. 

Luth. North at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m., 
Luth. Westland at Univ.-Liggett, 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 
(all double-headers unless noted) 
Renaissance at Clarenceville 10 a.m. 
Del Western at John Glenn, 11 a.m. 

Wayne at Trenton, 11 a.m. 
Annapolis vs. Luth. Westland, 11 a.m. 

Stevenson at W.L. Central, noon. 
GIRLS SOFTBALL 
Monday, April 20 

South Lyon at Churchill (2), 4 p.m. 
Wayne at W. Bloomfield, 4 p.m, 
Regina at Ladywood (2), 4 p.m. 

Clarenceville at Harper Woods, 4:30 p.m. 
Luth. Westland at Luth. North, 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 21 
Stevenson at Wayne (-2), 4 p.m. 

Franklin Road at Huron Valley, 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 22 

John Glenn at Churchill, 4 p.m. 
Wayne at Franklin, 4 p.m. 

; S.L. East at Stevenson, 4 p.m. 
Marian at Ladywood (2), 4 p.m. 

Clarenceville at Luth'. Westland, 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 23 

Huron Valley at Macomb Christian, 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 24 

Churchill at Salem (2), 4 p.m. 
Franklin at Novi (2), 4 p.m. 

Canton at Stevenson (2), 4 p.m, 
John Glenn at S. Lyon (2), 4 p.m. 

Wayne at S.L. East (2), 4 p.m. 
Ladywood at Mercy (2), 4 p.m. 

Luth. North at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m. 
Luth. Westland at Univ.-Liggeit, 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 
(all double-headers) 

Renaissance at Clarenceville, 10 a.m. 
Parkway at Luth. Westland, 11 a.m. 

GIRLS SOCCER 
Monday, April 20 

l u t h . Westland at Luth. North, 4:30 p.m. 
John Glenn at Churchill, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 21 
Ladywood at Warren Regina, 5:30 p.m, 

Wayne at Franklin, 7 p.m. 
S.L. East at Stevenson, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 22 
Clarenceville at Luth. Westland, 4:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 23 
Franklin at John Glenn, 4 p.m, 
Mercy at Ladywood, 5:30 p.m. . • 

• Plymouth at Churchill, 7 p.m. 
Stevenson at Novi, 7 p.m. 
Wayne at Canton, 7 p.m. 

Friday, April 24 
Hartiand at Wayne, 4 p.m. 

Luth. Westland at Univ.-Liggett, 4:30 p.m. 
Luth. North af Clarenceville, 5 p.m. 

Dearborn at Churchill, 5 p.m. 
Crestwood at Franklin, 7 p.m. 

John Glenn at Garden City, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 25 

Ladywood at N D Prep, 12.30 p m 

BOYS S GIRLS TRACKS FIELD 
Tuesday, April 21 

, Plymouth at Churchill, 3:30 p.m. 
Franklin at John Glenn, 3:30 p.m. 

Wayne at Canton, 3:45 p.m. 
Stevenson at Northville, 4 p.m. 

Ladywood at Divine Child, 4 p.m. • 
Tri-Meet at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m. 

Harper Woods, Cranbrook, Luth. South 
. at Lutheran Westland, 4:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 23 
Liv. Boys City Meet at Stevenson, 4:30 p.m. 

Public Schools of Livonia Inv. 
Girls Meet at Franklin, 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 24 
Raider Relays at N. farmington, 3:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 
Charger inv. at Crestwood, 9 a.m. 

W. Bloomfield Invitational, 9:30 a.m. 
Shumake Relays at Renaissance, TBA. 

GIRLS TENNIS 
Monday, April 20 

Churchill at Plymouth, 4 p.m. 
Franklin at John Glenn, 4 p.m. 

Stevenson at Novi, 4 p.m. 
Divine Child at Clarenceville, 4 p.m. < 

Tuesday, April 21 
Churchill at Ladywood, 4 p.m. 
Franklin at Plymouth, 4 p.m. 
John Glenn at Wayne, 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 22 
Franklin at Churchill, 4 p.m. 

Northville at Stevenson, 4 p.m. 
Canton at John Glenn, 4 p.m. 
Wayne at Plymouth, 4 p.m, 

Thursday, April 23 
Cabrini at Ladywood, 4 p.m. 

Canton at Wayne, 4 p.m. 
John Glenn at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m, 

Friday, April 24 
Churchill at Wayne, 4 p.m. 

South Lyon at Stevenson, 4 p.m. 
, John Glenn at Plymouth, 4 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 
Monroe Invitational, 8 a.m. 

> Howell Invitational, 8:30 a.m. 
BOYS GOLF 

Monday, April 20 
Brighton Inv. at Oak Pointe, 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 21 
Farmington Invitational 

at Huron Meadows, 8:30 a.m. 
Huron Valley vs. PCA, 3.r45 p.m. 

Thursday, April 23 
Huron Valley at Macomb Christian, 3:30 p.m. 

John Glenn vs. Churchill 
at The Woodlands, 3 p.m. 

Friday, April 24 
Churchill vs. Wayne ' 

. at Whispering Willows, 3 p.m. 
Franklin vs. Canton 
at Idyl Wyld, 3 p.m. 

Stevenson vs. South Lyon 
at Fox Creek, 3 p.m. , 

Franklin vs. Plymouth 
at The Woodlands, 3 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 
Mason Invitational, 9 a.m. 

GIRLS LACROSSE 
Monday, April 20 

Ladywood at l iD. Prep, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, ApriL22 

Riv. Richard at Ladywood, 5 p.m. 
COLLEGE BASEBALL 

Sunday, April 19 
Concordia at Madonna, 1 p.m. 

Friday, April 24 
Madonna at Aquinas, 1 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 
Aquinas at Madonna, 1p.m. 

COLLEGE SOFTBALL 
(all double-headers) 

Sunday, April 19 
Davenport at Madonna, 1 p.m, 

Thursday, April 23 
- Siena Heights at Madonna, 4 p.m. • 

Friday, April 24 
Cornerstone at Madonna. 4 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25 ^ 
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Brighton Day Camp 
Romeo Spark Plugs Camp 
Romeo Evening Camp 
Adrian Day Camp 
Warren Day Camp 
Canton Spark Plugs Camp 
Huron Valley Day Camp 
Cantort Day Camp 
Plymouth Day Camp 
Chelsea Day Camp 
Hartiand Day Camp 
Bedford.Day Camp 
Port Huron Ewening Camp 
Macomb Day Camp 
Myron Valley Day Camp 
Huron Valley Spark Plygs 

June 15-19 
June 15-19 
June 15-19 
June 22-26 
June 22-26 
June 22-26 
July 6-10" 
July 6-10 
Jyly 13-17 
July 13-17 
July 20-24 
July 27-31 
Joiy 27-31 
Aug. 3-7 
Aug, 3-7 
Aug. 3-7 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 
5:00 pm 
9:00 am 
9100 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
9200 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
5:00 pm 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 

-12:00 pm 
-11:00 am 
- 8:00 pm 
- 12:00 or 3:00 pm 
-12:00 or 3100 pm 
-11:00 am-
- 3:00 pm 
-12:00 pm 
-12:00 or 3:00 pm 
-12:00 or 3100 pm 
- 12:00 pm • 
-'12:00 or 3:00 pm 
- 8:00 prn 

-12:00 or 3:00 pm 
-12:00 pm 
-11:00 am 

fo. register or for more information, visit 
www.detroitignition.com or call , 

88&436.GOAL 

H A N T Z G R O U P " 
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Stamp show highlights educational hobby to stick with 
BY JULIE BROWN 
OSE STAFF WRITER 

A little bit of history will 
come to town soon in the 
form of the Plymouth stamp 
show. 

"You get somebody who's 
got a real interest in his­
tory," club member Ed 
Dubin of Belleville said. He 
enjoys postal history of the 
World War I era, things like 
American troops in France, 
and the Polar Bear forces in 
Russia. 

Other collectors focus on 
space or the postal history of 
their town; one local collector 
focuses on Plymouth, which 
was once the BB gun capital 
of the world, "It's really an 
urge to own part of history," 
Dubin said. "That's what 
stamps and covers are." 

This is the 40th year for the 
Plymouth Show put on by the 
West Suburban Stamp Club, 
and it's going strong. 

Show dates are Saturday 
and Sunday, April 25-26, 
at Central Middle School, 
Main and Church streets in 
Plymouth. Show hours are 10 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission and parking are 
free. 

Dubin, who's handling 

Show goers look at the various world class exhibits on display at last year's 
show. This year's event will be Saturday and Sunday, April 25-26, at Central 
Middle School in Plymouth. 

publicity for the show, noted 
the popularity of "Stamps in 
Your Closet" with expanded 
hours this year. Experienced 
collectors and dealers can 
give you an idea of the value 
of a collection and how to sell 
it. Often, that's useful when 
people inherit a collection. 

"They get all these stamp 
albums and they don't know 
what to do with them," said 
Dubin, a Ford Motor Co. 
retiree. The service is first-
come, first-served, and he 
said people last year were 

patient. 
The show will feature 2,400 

pages of exhibits, 40 dealers 
from the U.S. and Canada, 
U.S. U.N. and Nordica Post 
Offices, seminars and soci­
ety meetings. There will be 
a Saturday cachet bourse 
(exchange), and youth pro­
gram. The Plymouth event 
is a qualifying show for 
the American Philatelic 
Society's annual Champion of 
Champions competition. 

CHILDHOOD HOBBY 
Dubin started collecting 

stamps at age 9. "Oh, my gosh, 
that's 50-plus years ago." Many 
collectors get an album as a 
child "and just kind of grew 
from there." 

Collecting often drops 
off when people are in high 
school or college, but they pick 
it up again later. The West 
Suburban Stamp Club has a 
number of women, Dubin said, 

as well as some junior stamp 
collectors of middle school or 
high school age. 

Another local collector 
is Sandy Strzalkowski of 
Redford, who's handling show 
chair duties this year, a job 
that's traded off. She joined 
the club about 10 years ago 
after her husband got his 
childhood stamp collection 
back and took their son to the 
Plymouth show. 

"Before that, I did not col­
lect at all," said Strzalkowski, 
a financial adviser. She began 
going to shows and "started 
getting the courage to talk to 
dealers about this and that." 

She now collects covers, can­
celed items showing British 
postal history. Strzalkowski 
finds quite a bit in that cat­
egory, because we're so close 
to Canada and there are ties 
between Canada and Great 
Britain. 

She noted it'smore unusual 
for a family to collect stamps. 
The couple's son, now 23, is in 
the Army and will travel from 
California for the Plymouth 
show. "He is taking a long 
weekend just for the show," his 
mom said. 

COLLECTOR TO CURATOR 
One local former junior 

collector, who was a stamp 
dealer at a young age, went 
to Georgetown University. 
"He has stayed with the 
hobby," Dubin said of Alex 
Haimann, now a cura­
tor for the Smithsonian in 
Washington, D.C., and active 
in the American Philatelic 
Society. Haimann will be the 
banquet speaker for the club 
in Plymouth the show week­
end. The society is promoting 
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Healthy Legs, 
Healthy You! 

"/ thought it was normal for my legs 
to ache at the end of the day." 

You may have a medical condition covered by insurance 
known as Venous Insufficiency if you experience any of these 
leg symptoms: , 

-Pain/aching/throbbing • A 
-Heaviness or fatigue .' i 
-Swelling of feet/ankles 
-Restless legs 
-Night cramps 
-Itchy veins 
-Varicose veins 
-Non-healing ulcers licfttfTi - -Aftd? 

Studies have demonstrated that there is a significant 
deterioration in the quality of life for persons with chronic 
venous insufficiency and this can be severe. Don't wait to get 
treated. 

You're never too old or young to jumpstart your health and 
fitness program with healthy legs! Have your legs treated in 
under an hour with no-downtime, no scarring and NO 
STRIPPING using the latest technology. 

New, safe & effective treatment for 
Rosacea & Facial veins with Veinwave ™ 

Advanced Vein Therapies is the only location in Michigan 
with this technology 

Please visit our website and see how we have helped others at 
www.AVtherapies.com or call now for consultation. 

A. 
ADVANCO) Vi.ix 

Jeffrey H. Miller, MDi& Metro Detroit's foremost board-
certified authority on varicose and spider vein care, specializing 

in treating venous diseases for nearly fifteen years 

TOP DOCS+1 248.344.9110 www.AVtherapies.com 
46325 W 12 Mile Road Suite 335 Novi West of Novi Road Near 1-96 

Club members 
Andrew Mazzara 
and Bill Chase 
at the 'Stamps 
in your Closet' 
table offer 
advice on 
collections. 

a fellowship for young stamp 
collectors, to which the WSSC 
recently donated $1,000. 

"Alex kind of grew up in our 
club," Strzalkowski said. She's 
pleased Haimann advocates 
so much for younger collec­
tors, as the hobby needs that. 

"It can be a very relaxing 
hobby, I think," she said. "I've 
learned a lot as people talk 
about their collections." She 
appreciates learning about 
history and cultures she 
wouldn't otherwise know. 
"It's a great learning oppor­
tunity, especially for youth," 
Strzalkowski said. 

In addition to the Plymouth 
Show, the club meets the first 
and third Friday of the month 
at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum at Main and Church 
streets in Plymouth. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. and meetings 
include social time, a program 
and stamp auction. "You get 
to talk with people who have 
the same passion you do, 
which is fun," Dubin said, 

Strzalkowski said the show 
will draw 600-800 people, 
especially from Michigan, 
Ohio and Indiana, on 

Saturday. Sunday attendance 
drops a bit. The show has 
been held at the same location 
each year. 

In conjunction with the 
show, the club is offering for 
sale a colored cachet cover 
celebrating the 200th anni­
versary of Abraham Lincoln's 
birth. Each cover will have 
one of the recently issued 
four Lincoln commemora­
tive 42 cent stamps, with a 
special show cancel picturing 
Lincoln's likeness. 

Collectors can purchase 
the covers at the show or by 
mail for $2 each, or $5 for a 
cover with all four Lincoln 
commemoratives. To order by 
mail, send a check or money 
order plus a No. 10 SASE to 
WSSC, c/o Diane Gorney, Box 
700049, Plymouth, MI 48170. 

Call (734) 699-1026 for 
additional show information. 
Advance registration available 
at the club Web site: http:// 
www.plymouthshow.com. The 
event is the only Michigan-
qualified American Philatelic 
Society national show in the 
30-show "World Series of 
Philately" circuit. 

Checlus out i the Web evf y day 
at homlownlii.com! 

Arthr i t is Today 
JOSEPH II^WEISS, M.Dl RHEUMATOLOGY 

18829 Farmingfbn Road 
Livonia, MIchigfri 48152 
Pflpne: (248) 4P-7860 | 

THE TREATMENT OF 
RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS TODAY 

Over the past five years, physician thinking on the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis 
has undergone a great change. For years the motto was "go low, go slow," meaning 
that since medications used in rheumatoid arthritis were potentially dangerous to the 
liver and immune system, a physician should use these drugs with caution. Starting 
with.a small dose and increasing the amount only after months of use on the previous 
level was the standard practice. 

Investigations of this approach revealed that patients' rheumatoid arthritis 
continued to progress despite therapy, Other studies showed that a more vigorous 
response with quicker use of newer drugs at high doses gave much better results. 

These newer drugs included the Anti-TNFs, Rituxan, and Orencia. Furthermore, 
when these drugs were combined with, methotrexate, the resolution of joint swelling 
and pain often was prompt and persistent. 

At present, the consensus in the medical community is that physicians should treat 
rheumatoid arthritis as soon as the diagnosis is strongly suspected or reasonably 
confirmed. This approach is particularly important early in the onset of the disease. The 
stronger the therapy and the earlier it is begun, the more likely the physician will be able 
to control the arthritis. 

Changes in the way of treating rheumatoid arthritis illustrate how science, 
constantly, questioning and always investigating, leads to better care.' 

www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com OWMMWO^ 

Catch the bus to 

Ann Arbor 
Brighton 
Burton • 
Clinton Twp. 
Clio 
Dearborn 
Flint . 
Jackson 

Livonia 
Madison Heights 
Monroe 
Novi " 
Okemos 

(Lansing) 
Pontiac 
Roseville 

Southfield 
Southgate 
St. Clair Shores 
Sterling Heights 
Taylor 
Warren 
Westland 
Ypsiianti 

For locations and reservations 

call Blue Lakes Charters 8 Tours 

866-2-ROLLEM (866-276-5536) 
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Come join us! MotorOtyfvioms.com is 

getting a makeover. We're.keeping 

ail the favorite features and adding 

even more, giving you more ways to 

connect with other local moms. Be 

on the lookout for the new features 

at MotorCityMoms.com. 

MOTOR 
CITY 

COM 
momslike' tf* 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.AVtherapies.com
http://www.AVtherapies.com
http://
http://www.plymouthshow.com
http://homlownlii.com
http://www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com
http://MotorOtyfvioms.com
http://MotorCityMoms.com
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Students earn c^esi nation' as a Michigan green school 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMiN 

OSE STAFF WRITER 

The lunchroom at Our Lady 
of Good Counsel School prob­
ably won't be any less noisy 
than it was before Easter 
break, but it sure promises to 
be greener. 

Starting Monday, students 
will measure and weigh the 
waste from their lunches. 
There should be less because 
for weeks they've been learn­
ing about reducing, reusing 
and recycling. That not's a new 
concept for the 624 students in 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade. The junior high has 
been recycling paper since 
2001. The effort is one of a 
dozen reasons Our Lady of 
Good Counsel recently earned 
a Michigan Green School 
designation, a state pro­
gram which began with Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm signing 
the Michigan Green Schools 
Act in May 2006. Private and 
public schools must achieve at 
least 10 of 20 energy-saving 
and environmental tasks. 

Throughout the school, 
students have been busy con­
ducting energy audits of class­
rooms. In Marcia O'Malley's 
first-grade class, groups of 
students were quietly working 
on posters instead of playing 
during indoor recess. 

GETTING INVOLVED 
"The kids have been very 

involved," said Kay Reilly, 
principal of the school in 
Plymouth Township. "We have 
two teachers, Marcie O'Malley 
and Kaelah Lesnau, who are 
especially involved with kids 
to reduce their trash and 
understand their impact on 
landfills. We planted a native 
Michigan garden last year and 
hope for it to be in full bloom 
soon. We also adopted a polar 
bear, an endangered species, 
and hosted an ecology speaker 

*. 

'•' . slunteer 
L • • rtanzaro 

unchroom 
ul Our Lady 

of Good Counsel 
School. The school 
hopes to reduce 
Iunchroom.waste . 
during its Eco-
Friendly Lunch 
Week April 20-24. 

K f e f i S ^ «£ 
who spoke about wild wood­
lands and brought a possum. 
We are committed to this. It's 
part and parcel of what we do 
every year." 

This year the school hopes 
to reduce waste even further 
during its Eco-Friendly Lunch 
Week April 20-24, in recogni­
tion of Earth Day Wednesday, 
April 22. 

Will Taylor always brings 
a sandwich in a plastic bag 
for lunch but is switching 
to a recyclable container. 
He and Robert Barnes and 
Brendan West were proudly 
displaying their poster in the 
school library. The images of 
endangered animals such as 
tigers, elephants and bears 
were recycled from magazines. 
Will wishes people would stop 
hunting these species. 

Cara Forfinski and Regan 
Thorp were just as concerned 
about endangered animals. 
They were showing off their 
Save the Earth poster made 
for Pat Rossow's third-grade 
class. Flipping through maga­
zines they found a photograph 
ofgorillas. 

"The whole week is to cre­
ate a focus for kids to be more 
aware of what they can do to 
become eco-friendly," said 
Reilly. "They're encouraged to 
bring lunches in Tupperwarc 

m 
and reusable materials. We're 
also going to integrate math 
projects, religion, social stud­
ies and science with protecting 
God's creation. If we change 
kids' attitudes, we're going to 
change the next generation. 
We're big into being good stew­
ards of God's creation. If we 
can make kids aware of being 
good global citizens, we realize 
that's the key to getting people 
to change their behaviors." ' 

Reilly hadn't thought 
about lunchroom waste until 
O'Malley brought her concerns 
about the Styrofoam trays to 
the principal's attention. 

CAN-DO ATTITUDE 
"She told me the trays were 

filling up landfills. I started 
looking and found recycled 
cardboard trays which are 
a little more expensive but 
the reduced costs of a new 
pizza vendor nearly offset the 
expense. We did not have to 
raise the prices of lunch," said 
Reilly. "I told the teachers 'We 
can do this.'" 

O'Malley's class actually 
did an experiment to see if the 
recycled trays break down. 
The first-grade teacher is 
always looking for ways to 
introduce lessons about sav­
ing the environment when­
ever possible. The 28-year-old 

Canton woman is going for a 
master's degree in ecological 
teaching at Lesley University 
in Massachusetts. As part of • 
the graduate program, she 
spent three weeks in Maine 
studying habitats. It was a 
life-changing experience that 
she brought back to the 6- arid 
7-year olds to inspire them. 
On the floor in one corner 
of the room friends Rebecca 
Espinoza, Gabby Price and 
Amberley Schmude were put­
ting the finishing touches on 
a poster. They were learning 
water bottles were bad for the 
environment. A bin of crayons 
sat nearby. 

"We need to start forming 
habits early, to start small to 
get as close to zero waste as 
possible," said O'Malley before 
Easter break. "Today I opened 
lunch boxes and found lots 
of plastic bags with pretzels, 
yogurt cups, plastic utensils. 
The plan is to weigh the waste 
before and after to notice the 
difference. We're going to take 
the food scraps out to Maybury 
Farms, banana peels, for the 
pigs. These kids are going 
to be our leaders and need 
to work on problem solving. 
We want to get them excited 
about nature and where they 
live with science demonstra­
tions, projects like hiking. Last 
October, we picked up trash 
along Tonquish Creek and 
found more than half (of the 
trash) could be recycled." 

Dylan Snyder recycled the 
plastic bags and candy wrap­
pers he found into a poster. 

"This is what you don't want 
if you want to keep the earth 
healthy," said Dylan, 6, as he 
held up the trash-filled poster 
on saving the earth. 

For more information about 
the Michigan Green Schools 
designation, visit www.michi-
gangreenschools.us. 

\ 

\ 
& 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLtR|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

First-grade teacher Marcie O'Malley is leading the green revolution at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel School in Plymouth Township. 
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- Fresh Se|pnaIV%etabfe 

^PastalSMti©^ 

• '^ Breakfast Breads 

& deluxe Swiet ^ l e 

Motlei^^owipihotto# 

One Hundred Townsend Street 
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www.townsendhotel.com 
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IV ^ APPLIANCE INC. 

V Honest and Dependable' 
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Local students give peace a chance 
11 that the young students 

, were trying to say was 
igive peace a chance, as 

one by one they read their 
award-winning essays Tuesday 
night at Unity of Livonia. The 
event concluded the search 
for today's brightest minds to 
speak out against war and find 
pathways to peace through 
conflict resolution. 

It was a special night for 

the high school and college 
students who were recognized 
by Citizens for Peace, sponsors 
of the competition, and it was 
a special night for me because 
I was invited to speak about 
the importance of writing and 
how it can make a difference. 

. The students reminded me 
of the Vietnam War era when 
students across the country 
held sit-ins on campuses like 

The Senior Alliance will host Public Hearing 
Sessions for input regarding the FY 2010- FY 2012 
Multi-Year Plan for services to persons age 60 and 

older in Western and Southern Wayne County. 

Monday, June 8, 2009 
The Senior Alliance 

3850 Second Avenue, Suite 201 
Wayne, Ml 48184 
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 11 , 2009 
Romulus Senior Center 

36525 Bibbins 
Romulus, Mi 48174 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 18, 2009 
Dozier Recreation Complex 

2025 Middlebelt 
Inkster, Ml 48141 
2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

The Multi-Year Plan draft will be available online 
May 15, 2009 at http://www.TheSeniorAlliance.org 
Written comments accepted until June 11, 2009. 

For more information, call 
734.727.2070 

OE086S3756-2x6 

Linda Chomin 

Schoolcraft 
College. The 
students on 
Tuesday night 
moved the 
audience with 
their words. 

Molly Fessler 
of Canton won 
first place in 
the high school 
division for her 

essay on peacemakers, Nelson 
Mandela and Sophie Scholl, a 
young student who spoke out 
against the Nazi party during 
World War II and eventually 
was executed. She wrote that 
war is caused by fear and can 
only be eradicated through 
understanding. 

Fessler was one of the stu­
dent journalists who wrote 
for the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers series last year. 

"I used their words to show> 
they were successful in creat­
ing pathways to nonviolence," 
said Fessler, a 16-year old 
junior at Plymouth High 
School. "They were still able 
to speak out and make peace 
even with adversities." 

In this day and age Fessler 
has taken a different path. In 
September 2008 she founded 
her high school's peace club. 
Richard Fessler is very proud 
of his daughter. He sat in the 
audience snapping photos as 

the winners received their 
awards. 

"She's very talented and 
a thoughtful young writer," 
said Richard Fessler. "She has 
a strong interest in writing. 
She's a peace activist." 

State Senator Glenn 
Anderson said he was proud 
to be in the company of folks 
whose mission is peace. "The 
young people recognized 
tonight are great examples and 
have such a positive impact." 

BOOKS ON PEACE 
Rosemary Doyle, a member 

of Citizens for Peace, told the 
audience how the idea for the 
essay contest came about late 
last year. The group has spent 
the last couple of years assem­
bling the Peace Collection of 
more than 500 books available 
at the Livonia Civic Center 
Library. Doyle was hoping to 
create awareness of the col­
lection by encouraging the 
students to use the books as 
a resource for their essays. 
When the group first started * 
researching books on peace 
they found war topics were far 
more prevalent. 

Lauren Schwarz, a Madonna 
University student, quoted Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in her 
essay, which won first place in 
the college division. She wrote 
that lack of respect and under-

REQUEST FOE PROPOSALS 

The Highland Park Housing Commission is requesting proposals for 
Professional Architectural Services to implement the Capital Fund 
Program, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
Funds, Fair Housing Act and ADA Compliance Certification. A 
Request for Qualifications packet can be obtained by an email to 
general@highlandparkhc.org or by mail at the address listed below. 
All final proposals must be submitted by April 30, 2009 at 5:00 pm 
EST by mail: 

Attn: Dorene Jamerson, Highland Park Housing Commission, 13725 
John R. Street, Highland Park, MI 48203, (313) 868-4500 phone. 

- Publish: April 12 and 19,2009 

RICHARD FESSLER 

Molly Fessler, a Junior at Plymouth High School, won first place in the high 
school category of the Citizens for Peace essay contest. Vincenza Mueller, 
the group's vice president, presented Fessler with the award on Tuesday. 

standing leads to war. People 
need to educate themselves 
about religions and cultures 

to promote a culture of non­
violence. Violence begets vio­
lence. Peace begets peace. 

PEACE AT HOME 
Annie Robbins, a second year 

nursing student at Washtenaw 
Community College, admitted 
to not knowing the answer to 
the question — How do nonvio­
lent practices promote peace? 
— when she began research for 
the essay. 

"It starts at home," said 
Robbins. "We all have the same 
basic needs. We need an under­
standing of the other person's 
perspective." 

Arthur Burse, an 11th 
grade student at University 
Preparatory High School in 
Detroit, took third place in the 
high school category with his 
essay about choosing nonvio­
lent practices over violence. 

Two of the winners couldn't 
attend Tuesday's nights cel­
ebration. A friend of Raja Al-
Meraisi, a senior at Universal 
Academy Detroit, read that 
violence is never the key to any 
solution. Nonviolence is the 
only solution to every problem. 
Al-Meraisi won second place in 
the high school division. 

George Mills concluded the 
program by reading the essay 
by Kevin Szawala, a gradu­
ate student at Wayne State 
University. 

"We must realize we are 
all the same race, the human 
race." 

The night was filled with 
good advice for all of us. If only 
we would heed their words. 

Linda Ann Chomin is the health 
and community life reporter for the 
Observer & Eccentric, She can be 
reached at Ichominihometownlife. 
com or (313) 222-2241. , 

ENOSIS 
Severe back, sciatica and leg pain guide that 
yoy shoyfcf know about... available free 

Have you tried pills, Injections, therapy, surgery or massage? 
Shane t . Stanley, DC, is of fer ing The Severe Back, Sciatica, And Disc 

Pain Guide for total residents suffering from severe back, sciatica, 
and leg pain. Discover why your treatments have failed and a 
possible new solution that most doctors have not heart of. 

Call 1-S00-«9-S618 (24-hour recorded message) 
go to: www.miiIsehmtiati0tt.c0m 
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Help Wanted-General ^^m 

APPOINTMENT SETTER 
ideal for anyone who can't 
get out to work. Work from 
home PT, schedule pick­
ups for Purple Heart. Call 
9-5, M-F. 734-728-4572 

Caregiver 

Schoolcraft 
College 

www.schoolcratt.edu 
2 ParHTime Positions: 
Primary Caregiver 

Toddler & 
Preschool Rooms 

Application, along with 
photocopies of college 

transcript(s) from 
regionally accredited 

institution(s), 
must be received in 

Human Resources no later 
than 4:30 pm on Tuesday, 

May 5,2009. 
To download, print 

or submit an application 
online visit our website: 

www.schoolcrafl.edu/Jobs 
E0E 

Design/Sales Position 
For Kitchen & Bath Showroom 

Experience a must. 
Mail resume or apply to: 

DeGiulio industries 
97S Ann Arbor Trail 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

www.degind.com 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 
Do special work. Assist per­
sons we serve in residential 
settings. $7.65 total plus 
good benefits. Livonia, 
734-469-4523, 734-489-4519 
734-469-4521, 248-474-0283 

I M C T C A R E ASSISTANT 
Do work you enjoy. Assist per­
sons we serve in their home 
and community. $8.30 per hr. 
plus good benefits. Call: 
248'437-7535, 248-348-1298 

248-960-9657 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 
Enjoy your work. 

Support persons we serve in 
their home and community. 
$8.50 plus good benefits. 

S. Lyon area: 248-573-5823 
Ann Arbor: 734-239-9015 

DTRECTCARE STAFF 
To work with devejopmentaiiy 
disabled adults. Westland 
area. Call 734-595-3253 

Driver 
12.6% unemployment! 

Plant closed, lay offs 
Help is here! 

148,000/Full benefits 
No experience needed 

100% Free 
Truck Driver Training! 
100% Pre-placement 

Back to work in 
Only 3 weeks! 

Mich Works approved 
Integrity 

Truck Driving School 
lntegritytds.com 
800-930-4837 

HAIRSTYLISTS/BARBER 
Unisex shop. Fuil time with 

following and/or part-time 
without. Days only. 
Livonia/Bedford area. 75% 

313-608-1969 

HOUSECLEANING, PT 
In Plymouth. Must have exp. 

734-404-6636 or call 
Stacey at: 734-444-4075 

Landscaping 
Laurel Park Place 

PT/temporary, 1st shift. Exp'd. 
person in exterior landscaping 
& maintenance of equip. Valid 
driver's license, clear driving 
& criminal record req'd. 

Email: careers@ermc2.com 
or apply at mgmt. office. E0E 

Library 

YOUTH SERVICES 
LIBRARIAN 

M.LS, from A.L.A. accred­
ited school; youth services 
public library experience; 
demonstrated ability to 
develop/implement proj­
ects; demonstrated pro­
gramming skills for early 
childhood through 5th 
grade; strong communica­
tion & organizational skills. 

FT 35 hrs/wk. includes 
nights/weekends. 

Full medial, life insurance, 
pension plan, longevity 
program, vacation and sick 
leave benefits. 

Http://www.wblib.org/ 
ask/employment.php 

for more info on responsi­
bilities, qualifications & 
other details. Application, 
cover letter, resume to: 
Director. West Bioomfield 

Public Library 
4600 Walnut Lake Road 

West Bioomfield Mi 48323 
by 05-04-09 

MAINTENANCE 
ASSISTANT 

Full-Time day position for 
Maintenance Assistant in 
West Bioomfield Nursing 
Facility. Applicant MUST be 
skilled in basic plumbing, 
electricity and other main­
tenance functions. Some 
weekends and on call 
required. Benefits available 
after 90 days. 
Fax resume to Jim Bryant: 
248-661-2276 or email to 

rkuzrnanovich® 
beaumonthospitals.com 

Golf Course Maintenance 
Oakland Hills Country Club is 
seeking individuals to work 
25-40 hrs/wk. April 16- Oct. 
1st, $9/hr., must be 18 to 
apply. Apps accepted Monday-
Friday 8:00 am to 2 pm at 

0HCC Turf Center 
3895 W. Maple Rd. 

Bioomfield Hills, Ml 48301 

" HATRTTYLIST 
Exp'd. only. Livonia shop. 

5 Mile/Newburgh. 
Call: 734-464-3340 

0D THREAD 
GRINDER 

Experience required to run 
Excellos 31, 33, 35 

thread grinder. 
Fax resume: 248-669-9022 
Call: 248-669-9119 

Operations Manager 
Growing svc industry fran­
chise in Livonia, Ml needs 
Operations Manager w/min. 5 
yrs training & supervisory 
exp. Self-directed w/initiative,-
analytical &, problem solving 
skills. Provide leadership to 
achieve or exceed operating & 
financial goals. Manage finan­
cial & operating performance 
against P8L budget expecta­
tions. Able to multi-task. 
Possess organizationai skills, 
ability to set priorities. Strong 
communication skills. 
Currently there are 37 employ­
ees incl. 4 office staff. Culture 
is customer & employee 
focused. Proficient w/Micro-
soft Office, Outlook, Word, 
Excel. Email Resume & 

Salary History to: 
jcohen@molly.ldmi.net 

OUTSIDE SALES REPS" 
Looking for a great opportuni­
ty to bring in excellent 
income? Want to work for a 
friendly, professional remod­
eling company? Jim Seghi 
Renovations is expanding 
and is looking for motivated, 
friendly Outside Sales Reps. 
Sales, cabinet 8 remodeling 
experience a plus. Set territo­
ry & great commission. 

Please e-mail resumes in 
confidence to jHti@seghi.net 
or Fax resume to 248-437-

0526 or come to 440 N 
Lafayette on M, W, F 10-6 

bmtimmm 

To expand your 
advertising 
needs,* 

'Classified Advertising 
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Production 
Techn ic ians 

(Mights) 

Our exceptional growth and 
stability are proven by our 
over 100 year history! We 
are currently seeking 
Production Technicians in 
our S.E. Ml manufacturing 
facility. Qualified candidates 
will have two years of hands 
on experience operating, 
maintaining and adjusting 
manufacturing equipment 
to maximize production 
output while maintaining 
quality and safety. Associate 
degree or higher in related 
field preferred. This is a 
24/7 operation with night 
shift currently available. We 
offer a, competitive wage 
and excellent benefit pack­
age including Medical with 
Health Savings Accounts, 
Dental, Other Insurances, 
401K with company match 
and more! Successful can­
didates have a "can do" atti­
tude and are team oriented. 

Send resume to 
Attn: PT14H, email: 

hr25@GoconfidentiaI.com 
E0E 

...and Sfs 
i l l here! 

t l f f f e l f l 
1-800-579-SELL 

(7355) 

(586)826-7318 
I r l fBf i tT ADDRESS 

Quality Assurance 
Technician 

We are a premiere beverage 
manufacturer with loca­
tions throughout the coun­
try. Due to the,growth we 
continue to experience we 
currently have an opening 
in our Quality Department 
for a Quality Assurance 
Technician at our facility 
located in S.E. Ml. 

Quality Assurance 
Technician 

responsibilities include: 

-understand and perform 
in-house microbiological 
testing 
-incoming packaging 
testing . 

-filter changes & sanitizing 
-the quality of labels, caps, 
bottles, and general 
conditions of product 
before shipping 

We offer a competitive ben­
efits package including 
Medical Insurance with 
Health Savings Accounts, 
Dental and 401K with 
company match. 

Requirements for 
this position include: 

-2 yrs, college Food 
Science, Food Packaging, 
Biology or Chemistry (or 1-
year QA experience in 
food/beverage industry or 
allied field) 
-Microbiology and/or 
Organic Chemistry 
Experience a plus 

-Strong Microsoft 
Office skills 

-SAP experience a plus 
-Ability to lift 50 pounds 
-Ability to work with 
minimal supervision 

Please email resume to: 
hr25@cocenfidential.com 

Please include Quality 
Control Plymouth in the 

subject line of your email. 

E.O.E. 

Sanitation 
Technician 

Premiere bottled water 
manufacturer currently has 
openings for Sanitation 
Technicians at our facility 
located in Plymouth. This 
position will be responsible 
for cleaning food manufac­
turing production equip­
ment, foaming conveyors 
and cleaning CIP's. 
Requirements for this posi­
tion include ability to work 
overtime, experience clean­
ing in a food plant, chemical 
plant or restaurant. We offer 
low cost medical, dental, 
401K with company match. 

Please email resume to 
fir25@coconfidential.com 
Please include Sanitation 
Tech in the subject line 
. of your email. EOE 

Seasonal Inspector 
City of Birmingham 

The City of Birmingham 
Building Dept. is seeking 
qualified candidates for a 
Seasonal Inspector for the 
2009 construction season. 
Duties include examining 
plans and conducting 
inspections of new/existing 
structures in accordance 
with City codes and State 
requirements. Prepares 
reports, receives requests 
for information. Other 
duties as assigned, Req.: 
H,S. Diploma, or equiv., 
min of 4 yrs. exp, in gener­
al building construction, 
knowledge of Mich. 
Building Codes, ability to 
read and interpret plans, 
good oral and written 
comm. skills, ability to deal 
tactfully with the public. 
State of Mich. cert, as a 
Building Inspector and plan 
reviewer required. 

Highly competitive hourly 
rate, based on qualifica­
tions. Applications & 
resumes accepted until 
May 1,2009. Applications 
available at the Human 
Resources Department, 
151 Martin, Birmingham, 
48009; or visit: 

www.bhamgov.org/hr 

The City of Birmingham is. 
an equal opportunity 
employer seeking qualified 
applicants, without regard 
to race or other protected 
status. 

Calf to place vow m at 
f-808-5?8-SltLpS5| 

Teacher 
French Teacher 

(fall 2009 school year) - for 
Middle School students at pri­
vate K-12 school. Degree 
required, experience pre­
ferred, native or near native 
fluency. Submit resume' and 
cover letter to 
adamsapps@yahoo.com or 
fax to 248-642-8619' by 
4/27/09. 

WINDOW CLEANER 
Accepting applications 

for experienced Window 
Cleaners. (248) 435-8333 

Window Washer, 
Project Person, Cleaners 

for Metro area banks. PT work. 
R and K Services 

Fax resume: 313-372-9813 

Help Wanted-uft Ice 
Clerical . 

PART-TIME STAFF 
Must have real estate license 

& closing exp. preferred. 
(734) 584-8402 

RECEPTIONIST 
For New Real Estate office in 
Downtown Northvitte. Ener­
getic attitude to answer 
phones & general computer 
skills required. Shifts available 
are 2-7pm weekdays and 
9am-5pm weekends. 
Call Carolyn at 248-735-5435 

Sell it all with 
Observer & Eccentric 
1-800-579-SELL 

DENTAL 
RECEPTIONIST 

Dental experience only. 
Sharp person needed for 
this great opportunity in a 
busy state-of-fhe art office 
in Canton. 
Fax resume: 734-844-5072 

DENTAL BUSINESS 
COORDINATOR 
Fuli-Time position. 

Excellent compensation. 
Computerized dental benefit 

. and account receivable 
experience required. 

Email: tinomas® 
timothythomasdds.com 

"~DiiTMTRicipTOisir~ 
ASSISTAHT: for busy pediatric 
office. Exp. preferred but will­
ing to train the right person. 
Part-Time. Fax resume Attn: 
Tammy: 734-254-0861 

Denture Technician 
Experienced, to set teeth and 
finish process. Livonia. FT or 
PT. Good pay. 

Call 248-777-4651 

Help Wartted-Medicat i j j p 

ATTN: HHA's/CENA's 
HEALTH PARTNERS 

is seeking experienced 
caregivers for nice private 

duty home care cases. 
Call Maria: 1-800-969-7723 

MED TECH/MT/MLT 
Full-Time position for busy 
Physician's office lab in Troy. 
Experienced candidates only. 
Fax resume: (248) 267-5001 

Attn: Debbie 

| PHLEBOTOMY 
- « - _ H EDUCATION 

Sat accelerated classes 
beg. April/May, 10-4pm. 

Garden City & Troy;-$925, 
incl. book. (313) 382-3857 

PHYSICIANS WANTED 
Medical practice in Southfield. 
Top pay. 9-10 patients per 
day. No nights, weekends, no 
call, no hospital rounds. 

Call 877-531-9955 

RN or LPM 
Part-time afternoons for small 
basic nursing home. Long-
term care experienced req'd. 

Please email resume to 
svosburgh@stannesmead.org 

Or send resume to: 
Sue Vosburgh 

Director of Nursing • 
St. Anne's Mead 

16106 W. 12 Mile Rd. 
Southfield, Ml 48076 

RN 
PT 20 hrs/wk. for asthma, 

allergy, immunology 
practice in Southfield. 
Please fax resume to: 

(248) 304-8906 or email: 
info@aaiimichigan.com 

Social Worker 
West Bioomfield 
Nursing Center 

Wm. Beaumont affiliated 
Skilled Care Facility has an 
opening for a full-time 
Social Worker. Our beauti­
ful facility has a stable 
team of professional em­
ployees and needs you. 
You will help our residents 
discharge into the commu­
nity, act as an advocate and 
be a valued team member. 
We are looking for a 
licensed Social Worker with 
long term care experience. 

Please email resume to: 
rkuzrnanovich® 

beaumonthospitals.com 
or fax 248-661-2276 

HelpWarrted-fales ; ^ p 

AUTOMOTIVE 
Gordon Chevrolet has an 
immediate opening for 
Service Technicians 

Must be certified and exp 
Email to: rthernsBerry® 
gordonclievrBlet.com 

or Apply in person® 31850 
Ford Road, Garden City, Wi 

SALES (CANVASSERS) 
Majic, Michigan's fastest 

growing home improvement 
co. has immediate openings 

in the Canvassing Dept 
Westland area. Clean-cut 

responsible, motivated 
individuals. Full-Time onv 

Base + commission. 
Only serious applicants apply 

Base: 734-271-5911 

TELEMARKETERS 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Company seeks exp'd. tele­
marketers. Good Pay for 
Good People. Call Steve 
248-231-2102 or email: 

harrimanheating® 
comcast.net 

Education/instruction 

LEARN TODAY.. 
EARN TOMORROW! 

Short term career programs 
in Medical Billing/Coding, 
Pharmacy Technology and 

Computer Training including 
Microsoft Certification 

programs'begin soon at 
New Horizons CLC-Livonia 

Call 1-866-307-1436 
Financing options and 

Job Placement assistance 
available-Grants accepted 

VA Training provider. 
Associate member 

of Mi Works. 

"We Work 
For You!" 

hoimtowntifexom 
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Are 
you 
in 
need 
ofa 
new 
car? 

Look 
in our 

Classifieds 
for a 

great deal, 

mm 
about 

KESOLTSI 

CALL US AT: 

800-511-7355 

ORVISITUS 
ONLINE: 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.TheSeniorAlliance.org
mailto:general@highlandparkhc.org
http://www.miiIsehmtiati0tt.c0m
http://www.schoolcratt.edu
http://www.schoolcrafl.edu/Jobs
http://www.degind.com
http://lntegritytds.com
mailto:careers@ermc2.com
Http://www.wblib.org/
http://beaumonthospitals.com
mailto:jcohen@molly.ldmi.net
mailto:jHti@seghi.net
mailto:hr25@GoconfidentiaI.com
mailto:hr25@cocenfidential.com
mailto:fir25@coconfidential.com
http://www.bhamgov.org/hr
mailto:adamsapps@yahoo.com
http://timothythomasdds.com
mailto:svosburgh@stannesmead.org
mailto:info@aaiimichigan.com
http://beaumonthospitals.com
http://gordonclievrBlet.com
http://comcast.net
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Ursum-Brady 

The Rev. Kimberly Ursum 
and Floyd Brady announce 
their engagement. 

The bride-to-be, formerly 
from Livonia, attended Bentley 
High School and graduated 
from Churchill High School. 
She attended Michigan State 
University. 

Her fiance, from Flint, 
received his G.E.D. from 
Carmen-Ainsworth Adult 
Education. 

They met at Family Worship 
Center in Swartz Creek. The 
Rev. Ursum is youth pastor and 
her husband-to-be is worship 
leader there. 

The couple will wed in July 
2009 in the Flint area. 

n 

Van Bynen-Estheimer 

Nicole Christine Van Bynen 
and Timothy O. Estheimer 
announce their engagement. 

The bride-to-be is the daugh­
ter of Randy and Ellen Van 
Bynen of Canton. She attended 
Salem High and Eastern 
Michigan University, and is 
a branch manager for Chase 
Bank. 

Her fiance, son of Donald 
and Charlotte Estheimer 
of Southgate, attended 
Melvindale High and Napa 
Valley College. He owns 
Primo's Pizza in Allen Park. 

A May 2009 wed­
ding is planned at North 
Congregational Church, 
Farmington Hills. 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

The Observer Newspapers wants to know what's going on in your neighborhood. Send items to Linda 
Chomin, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 615 W. Lafayette, Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226-3124 or 
lchomin@hometownlife.com. 

HELP AVAILABLE 
Food is available for those in need during this economic crisis. Trinity Church 

in Plymouth.is once again offering a food pantry in April. Deadline is Thursday, April 
23, for the Trinity Church Food Pantry on Saturday, April 25. Recipients must reserve a pick-up time 
in advance by calling (734) 459-9557 Monday-Thursday, April 20-23. Trinity Church is at 10101W. Ann 
Arbor Road, west of Beck, Plymouth. 

A weekly drop-in Food Cupboard (non-perishable items) is available 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday mornings at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia. 

SOCCER BENEFITS 
Garden City High School soccer is hosting a no limit Texas Hold 'em tourna­

ment Saturdays, April 25 and May 2, at Bumpers Bar and Grill on Newburgh in 
Westland. The tournament will be a fund-raiser to help support the soccer teams 
at Garden City High School. It costs $30 to buy in with one $20 rebuy. Dealers 
will be provided. The cash payout will be determined by the participation. The 
event starts at 1 p.m. with check in from noon to 12:45 p.m. For more informa­
tion, contact Coach Torni at gcvsoccer@aol.com or (734) 522-4094. 

BARBERSHOP CONCERT' 
The Renaissance Chorus holds its spring show 7 p.m. Saturday, May 9, at 

Sacred Heart Byzantine Church on Six Mile, east of Middlebelt, Livonia. Tickets 
are $15, $14 for seniors, and available by calling Frank Adams at (248) 477-2782. 

This year's show features a retrospective of songs the chapter sang over the 
years including Under The Boardwalk, Dream A Little Dream, Lida Rose, 
America the Beautiful, and^lre You Lonesome Tonight. Additionally, the show 
spotlights a step-out quartet and the guest quartet, Chordiology, the 2007 dis­
trict champions. Past members also will be recognized. 

The chapter always is looking for new members who enjoy singing. It will hold 
a guest night 7:30 p.m. Tuesday May 19, at Kirk of our Saviour Church on Cherry 
Hill, west of Newburgh in Westland. It welcomes all men — even those who 
simply enjoy singing along with the radio or who like the harmony of different 
voices. Prospective members do not need to be a music major or know how to 
read music. 
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BIRTHS 

Michael Donat Deschaw 
was born Oct. 13,2008, 
at University of Michigan 
Hospital, Ann Arbor. 

His parents are Genevieve 
Leclair and Ryan Deschaw of 
Plymouth. 

Proud grandparents are 
Diane Leclair of Plymouth, 
Teresa Deschaw of Plymouth, 
Don (Barb) Leclair of Plymouth 
and Larry (Wanda) Deschaw of 
Plymouth. Great-grandparents 
are June and Herb Lazarus of 
Venice, Fla., Chris and Mary 
Seward Whitmore Lake, Barb 
and Don Leclair of Knoxville, 
Tenn., and Gus and Thelma 
Deschaw of Lincoln Park. 

Alyson 
Giuliana 
Masters was 
born March 
10,2009 at St. 
Mary Mercy, 
Hospital, 
Livonia. 

Proud par­
ents are Che 
and April 
Masters of 
Westland. 

Michael Donat Deschaw 

Alyson Giuliana Masters 
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N O W AT Arthur Murray! 
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'low. Rhythms Crea! 

Julia Powers 
12 time U.S. Champ 

& 
Joanna Kitnite 

:u time international Ch 
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FIRM UP fAST 
Losing inches has never been so fast... 

and so much fun! The passion and technique 
of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers, 

packed into the perfect fitness system. 
You'!! love it and anyone can do it. 

TRIM DOWN NOW 
Cni'.: Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 
heart rate, while toning and tightening your 

• entire core. You'll be swept away while 
getting a 360° total core workout. 

CALL TODAY 
Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule your first session. 

Jhtimr i/l. 
Fm&(M&®ti $&m% ^mkm 

•NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! 
Pay only for the sessions you use! Calf now to schedule your FREE introductory workout! 

STEVEN M. HYDER, Attorney* P.O. 
Box373,WMtmoreLake,MI 48189 

STATE1 OF MICHIGAN, PROBATE 
COURT, COUNTY OF WAYNE, File No, 
2009-74208-DE 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Decedent's Estate 

Estate of David J, Meuleman, Deceased. 
Date of birth: February 14,1954. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 

The decedent. David J. Meuleman, 
who lived at 41630 Haggerty Woods 
Court, Canton, Michigan, died March 
10, 2009. 
Creditors of the decedent are notified 
that all claims against the estate will be 
forever barred unless presented to Ann 
Jendryk, named personal represen-' 
tative or proposed personal 
representative, or. to both the probate 
court,- at 1305 Coleman ' A. Young 
Municipal Center, 2 Woodward, Detroit, 
MI and the named/proposed personal 
representative within-4 months after 
the date of publication of this notice. . 

Personal Representative: Ann Jendryk, 
1928 Nottingham Ln., Wheaton, IL 

Attorney: Steven M. Hyder, Attorney 
P69875, P.O. Box 373,- Whitmore Lake, 
MI 48189. Telephone: (734) 474-1195. "' 

Publish: April 19,2009 
OE08653514„1X4 

Gus is looking 
for his 'forever 
home.' 

UOGUFIHtWEEK 

Gus is the featured dog at Greyheart 
Greyhound Rescue and Adoption this week. 

He's 31/2 years old and is very affectionate. To 
learn more about adopting Gus, call Greyheart 
Greyhound Rescue and Adoption at (866) 438-
4739 orvisitwww.greyheart.org. 

Adoption days are scheduled noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, May 2, at Pet Supplies Plus, 29493 W. 7 
Mile, Livonia, and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, May 3, 
at Canton Pet-Co, 43435 Ford Road, 

Adoptable greyhounds also will be on hand 
at Pets & Bets, a fund-raiser for no-kill rescue 
groups 1 p.m. to midnight Saturday, April 25, 
at Bentley's Restaurant, 5586 Drake, south of 
Walnut Lake Road, West Bloomfield. 

Admission is free from 1-6 p.m., and pets 
are welcome. Tickets for the evening activi­
ties are $20 for casino only, $30 dinner only, 
$50 for both. They're available in advance. For 
details, call (248) 636-PETS or visit http:// 
PETSandBETS.org. 

i;Mead^w ;^oft '^hea|le^ 

E x n « O E B S T A ¥ H O T i L S p resen t s 

E)Y JEEVEJ 
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Book aod Lyrics by Alan Ayckbourn 
April 22-May 17,2009 

\ Come see this Hysterical. 
^Mi^ss^Coffiedf "by t i t '" 

creator of Cats, and 
The Phantom of the Opera 

BUY 1 TICKET 
\ J T J C * A A A MXJLJJLJ 

. Bring this ad to the 
Box Office to receive two free 

tickets for every one ticket 
you purchase at regular-price. 

, Limit 6 tickets. 

Sponsored by 
f st&t 
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••M 
is pleased to announce 

the arrival of 
JOE STREPEK 
Joe comes to us with years 
of experience and would like 

to invite all of his clients to see 
him at his new home. 

734-641-6137 

Faww 
37300 Michigan Ave. • Wayne • Ml • 734.721.2600 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:lchomin@hometownlife.com
mailto:gcvsoccer@aol.com
http://orvisitwww.greyheart.org
http://
http://PETSandBETS.org
file:///JTJC*
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Obituaries, Memorials 

^ 5 V 
& Remembrances 

126-7311 

ALYCE MARIE COLE 

fi Age 87, lifetime resident of 
iBloomfield Hilis. April 14, 

j | 2009. Loving wife of the late 
Howard. Dear mother of Dr, 

Susan Gail Cole, Douglas (Peggy) 
Cole, and Linda (Jay) Donaldson. 
Cherished grandmother of Howard, 
Cynthia, George, Kathryn, and 
Lauren. Alyce is also survived by her 
sisters Edith Nielsen, Mary Lou (Jack) 
Paseoline, and Ellen Brown. Funeral 
service Monday, April 20, 2009 - 11 
a.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church, 1589 W. Maple Rd., 
Birmingham. Alyce will be in-state at 
10:00 a.m. until time of service. The 
family will receive friends Sunday 2-7 
p.m. at Modetz Funeral Home, 100 E. 
Silverbeli Rd., Orion. Private family 
interment'at White Chapel Cemetery. 
Suggested memorials to' Beaumont 
Hospice or Mental Illness Research 
Assoc. (M1RA) Onl ine guestbook 

www.modetzfuneralhomes.com 

' ne: wwv 

DxVVID R. POSTER, SR. 
Age 70. Of Luzerne, former­
ly of Westland. Passed away 
Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 
home surrounded by his wife 

and children. He was born April 17, 
1938 to the late John and Cecilia of 
Wayne, MI. He was employed by 
Hayes Wheels of Romulus as a 
machinist and served in the Army for 
10 years. In 1960, he married Nancy 
Winnie. He is survived by his wife; 

' his children, David R. Jr. (Debra) and , 
Cynthia L. (Matthew) Bartz of 
Westland,. Brien S. (Judith) of 
Commerce Twp., Joseph F. (Donna) 
of Canton and Nanette L. of 
Westland; three brothers, four sisters, 
13. grandchildren, five great-grand­
children. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and brothers John, George, 
and Thomas. Visitation will be 
Sunday, April 19 from 5-9 p.m. and 
Monday, April 20, 3-9 p.m. with a 
Rosary Service at '7 p.m. at. Harry Ji. 
Will Funeral Home, 34567 Michigan 
Ave., Wayne, MI. Funeral Service will 
be Tuesday, April 21 at St. Mary 
Catholic Church, 34530 Michigan 
Ave., Wayne, MI where he will lie in 
state at 9:30 a.m. with Mass at 10 a.m. 
Interment with Military Honors will' 
be at 2:30 p.m. at Fort Custer National 
Cemetery in Augusta, Michigan. 

BARBARA M. DAVIS 

f Of Grand Blanc, formerly of 
Plymouth, Michigan, age 76, 
died peacefully Saturday, April 
11, 2009. Barbara resided at 

Clare Bridge of Grand Blanc. Barbara 
was born July 29, 1932 in Elgin, IL to 
Monroe and Eleanor Thompson. She 
was the youngest of five girls. After 
graduating from Olivet Nazarene 
College with a degree-in Education, 
Barbara married Edward Davis on 
December 22, 1955. They lived in 
Grand Rapids, Ml for several years 
before moving to Plymouth. Following 
a short teaching career, Barbara was a 
secretary and homemaker. She enjoyed 
needlework, gardening, antiquing and 
traveling with friends: Barbara was a 
long time member of Detroit First 
Church of the Nazarene located in Far 
mington Hills,'MI. She was the "unof--

ficial greeter,"' always smiling and 
greeting people with a warm hello. She 
is survived by daughters,; Melinda 

. Weber and husband Larry of Flushing, 
MI, Lisabeth Hillman and husband 
Brian of Sherman Oaks, CA; grand­
children, Emily Weber, Grant, Troy 
aftd Tate Hillman. She is also survived 
by sisters, Juanita Thompson and 
Virginia Carron. She was preceded in 
death by husband, Edward Davis, as 

. well as sisters, Lucille Thompson and 
Dorothy Chellew. The family would 
like to offer their sincere gratitude to,; 
Dr. Braver, the entire Clare Bridge 
staff and Home & Hospice Advantage. 
The love and care they gave to our 
mother will always be remembered. 
Those desiring may wish to make a 
donation to the Alzheimer's 
Association in her memory. Barbara 
will be buried along side of her hus­
band in Plymouth, Michigan. Your 
condolences may be shared with the 
family at swartzfuneralhomeinc.com 

IMSJ^IRETMYER^ 
(NEE SZASZ) 

Age 84, of Garden City, MI, passed 
away peacefully on April 13, 2009 
surrounded by family members after a 
courageous battle with dementia. She 
is survived by her loving husband of 
61 years, Charles, beloved daughters, 
Betty Myers, Sharon Myers Shaw and 
Susan Myers Probert, grandsons 
Christopher & Alexander Probert, 
brother Andrew Szasz Jr. and nieces 
Debbie, Suzie, Betty, Kathy and Kelly. 
Margaret was the proud, supportive 
wife and mother to her family mem­
bers who remember how she loved to 
play the accordion, garden and cook. 
Margaret was the child of Hungarians 
who came to live in West Virginia and 
was greatly loved and will be missed 
by her family and friends. Services 
were held. Arrangements by the 

, Santeiu & Son Funeral Home. 

RUSSELL P. ROBINSON, JR. 

t Age 80. 2/8/29-4/3/09, 
served in Korean War 
1950-1953 - Chosin 
Reservoir Campaign, 

retired from sales at New York Carpet 
and Clyde's Carpet, did route sales for 
Cook Coffee, Sanders and Awreys. 
Graduated from Franklin High 2006 
with grandson Raymond P. Jr. Beloved 
husband (58 yrs) of Gayle L. Dear 
father of Kathleen M. (Paul). Law, 
Linda L. Cinader (Laura Moore), 
Debbie A. (Gary) Fox, Mary K. 
Robinson (formerly Sturm), Rickie G. 
(Judy), Randy J., Raymond *P. Sr., 
Robert P. (Monique Ulrych), Ronald 
G. (Heather) and the late Russell C. 
Also survived by 16 grandchildren, 14 
great-grandchildren, one brother, four 
sisters and one deceased brother. 
Interned at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery, Holly, MI. Funeral Mass 
was at St Bernardine Siena Catholic 
Church. www.grifTmftmeralhome.com 
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BENNETT W. ROOT, SR. 
Long-time resident of Birm­
ingham, died peacefully 
Monday, April 13,2009 at St. 
Mary's Hospital in Grand 

Rapids, MI. He is survived by loved 
ones Barbara Evans, his four children, 
Ben Jr., Tom, Jim and Anne, daugh­
ters-in-law Helen, Laura and Kathy, 
nine grandchildren and six great­
grandchildren. He was married to 
Mary E. Mayfield of Flint, MI. Ben 
was born in Birmingham to Edwin and 
Eloine Root on April 24, 1917. After 
graduating from Birmingham High 
School and University of Michigan 
'(BS Chem. Eng. '37), he worked at 
Exxon, assisting in the development of 
synthetic rubber. He and Mary, his 
wife of sixty years, wed in May, 1941. 
In 1942, he enlisted in the U. S. Navy, 
studied meteorology at MIT and 
served as a Lt. jg. in the Pacific 
Theater. After the war, he returned 
home to raise his family on Webster St. 
and Bradford Rd. Until his retirement, 
Ben worked at the U.S. Rubber Co. 
(Uniroyal) Jefferson Avenue plant 
where he developed prototype and 
enterprise computer based quality 
management systems in conjunction 
with IBM. He served his community as 
a member of the Birmingham Planning 
Board, a member of the Birmingham 
School Board and a Vestryman at St. 
James Church. He was a lifetime mem­
ber of the Senior Men's Club. Ben, a 
trumpeter in the Michigan Marching 
Band, loved classical music, especially 
opera. He was also particularly fond of 
gardening, cultivating bonsai and serv­
ing as a caretaker of a portion of the 
gardens at the Cranbrook Institute of 
Art. Services will be held at St. James 
Episcopal Church, Maple Avenue, in 
Birmingham on Tuesday April 21, at 
11:30 a.m. Remembrances may be 
made to Clark Retirement 
Community-—Benevolent Fund, 1551 
Franklin Rd., Grand Rapids, MI 
49506. [Matthysse-Kuiper-DeGraaf 
Funeral Home, Wyoming, MI.]. 

G E O R G E E. SCHUBERTNG 
April 15, 2009. Age 86, 
peacefully at home in 
Bingham Farms. Proud vet­
eran US Navy serving dur­

ing WWII. Retired after 34 years as 
an account executive for Levi Strauss 
& Co. Former board member of the 
Birmingham YMCA, the Birmingham 
Lions Club and the Venice; FL. 
Rotary Club. Beloved husband of 
Margaret L. (nee. Netzorg) for 60 
years. Dear father of-Susan Flynn 
(Thomas) and Rebecca McNaughton 
(Jack). Grandfather of Maddie, Sarah 
and Grant. Brother of Terry Koerns, 
Marian Shadier (Larry), Lewis 
Schubering and Lonna Mentzer 
(John). Uncle of David Netzorg and 
many nieces and nephews. Family 
will receive friends at A.J. Desmond 
& Sons (Vasu, Rodgers & Connell 
Chapel), 32515 Woodward Ave. (btwn 
13-14 Mile), Tuesday 3-8 p.m. 
Funeral service Wednesday 11:30 a.m. 
at First United Methodist Church, 
•1589 W. Maple Rd., Birmingham. 
Visitation begins at-church 11 a.m. In 
lieu of flowers family suggests memo­
rial tributes to Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, 24359 
Northwestern Highway, Suite 225, 
Southfield, MI 48075. 
View obituary and share memories at 
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ROBERT H. WATKINS 
Age 65 of Westland. Passed away at 
home January 6, 2009. Please join 
family and friends for a celebration of 
Bob's Life at V F W Harris-Keher 
Post No 3323 (Wayne Rd. & 
Avondale) oh April 25th from 12-3 
pm. Arrivals may begin at 11 am. 

(MavYo, ] 
Find 
Comfort in 
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P o B I T U A R Y ^ 
' POLICY ' 
The first five "billed" lines of an 
obituary are published at no-cost. 
All additional lines will be 
charged at $4 per line. You may 
place a picture of your loved one 
for an additional cost of only $6. 
Symbolic ' emblems may 'be 
included at no cost (example: 
American Flags, religious 
symbols, etc.) 

Deadlines: 
Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday 

Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday 

Obituaries received after these deadlines 
will tie placed in the next available issue. 

e-mail your obit to 

oeobits@hometownlife.com 
or fax to: 

Attn: Obits o/o Jennifer Musztuk 
586-826-7318 

For more Information call: 
Jennifer Musztuk 

586-826-7115 
or Charolette Wilson 

586-826-7082 

I 800-579-7355 J 
p& ask for Jennifer or Charolette Jff. 

Loyal readers drop a note 
on washers, refrigerators 
fc*«shanks to the several dozen 

«• readers who have dropped 
'-, me a note these past two 

weeks. You have kept me busy. 
Staying with the subject of 

clothes washers, here's what 
Marlene had to say after she 
followed my advice: 

"Hi, Mr. Gagnon, I thought 
I would report back to you on 
what I did purchase and my 
thoughts so far. I did go with 
your suggestion and bought 
a Speed Queen top loader. 
Again, having had a front 
loader for nine-plus years it 
has taken time to readjust my 
washing habits. I think this is 
the biggest adjustment people 
have to make either way they 
go. They should understand 
that the two washing methods 
are very different. With the 
top loader, I love the fact that 
I can just drop in the clothes 
and add to it if needed and it's 
much easier on the back. There 
are no fancy bells and whistles 
on this machine but I find I 
have only used two of the four 
modes for washes. I am find­
ing I must be overloading this 
machine because the clothes 
get all tangled up. Still work­
ing on that. I am appalled by 
the amount of water it uses but 
I wonder how my front loader 
washed with so little. I also 
find the clothes are damper 
than they were with the front 
loader. I really likecLthe spin 
power on my old machine. I 
could also put more clothes in 
the front loader. I didn't get 
the Speed Queen front load 
model because the door was 
so small and low in front. On 
my old washer the front door 
opened for easier access. I'm 

Appliance 
Doctor 

Joe Gagnon 

If you have an item for the garden calen­
dar, submit it at least two weeks prior to 
the event to Sharon Dargay at sdargay@ 

, hometownlife.com. 

At English Gardens 
, Janet Macunovich, co-founder and 

senior instructor of the Michigan 
School of Gardening, shows how to 
add color to the garden at 3 p.m., 
Sunday, April 19, in the Ann Arbor 
store. 
Visit local English Gardens, stores at 
6370 Orchard Lake Road at Maple, 
West Bloomfieid, (248) 280-9500; 
22650 Ford Road at Outer Driver in 
Dearborn Heights, (313) 278-4433; ' 
and 155 Maple at Jackson, Ann Arbor, 
(734) 332-7900. 

Water solutions 
Beth Rowley, owner of Landscape 
Beauty by Design, will offer practi­
cal, water-saving advice on mowing,' 
fertilizing and watering your lawn at 
7 p.m., April 21, at the Canton Public 
Library, 1200 South Canton Center, 
Canton. She'll also talk about creative 
landscaping to save water. The pro­
gram is free, although registration is 
required.,(734) 397-0999. 

Herbs 
Vicki Hicks.Home and Garden 
.Services will present "The Wonderful 
World of Herbs: Growing, Preserving 

still adjust­
ing to this 
machine and 
glad I don't 
have to worry 
about mold 
and odor prob­
lems. Keep up 
the good work 
you do. I really 
appreciate 
reading your 
column. PS. 
I put my old 
machine on 

Craig's list and a repair man 
picked it up for parts. I'm glad 
parts of it may have a new life 
and it didn't end up in a land 
fill. 

Connie writes: "Joe, you 
have helped me in the past and 
I need some advice on pur­
chasing, a new refrigerator. I 
currently have an 18 cubic foot 
Amana refrigerator that is over 
22 years old (always trouble 
free). I have always believed if 
you purchase a quality product 
you will have many years of 
service-free problems. I am 
looking to buy a new 22 cubic 
foot refrigerator now, with a 
top freezer and just a simple 
ice maker, in Bisque. Those all 
seem to be difficult criteria, 
because most new refrigera­
tors now are either side by side 
or French door styled, and the 
color options frequently are 
only stainless steel, black or 
white. I finally decided I would 
purchase a Whirlpool refrig­
erator hoping this was a qual­
ity product. When I went to 
the Internet I found hundreds 

.of 2009 complaints regarding 
the melting of the relay switch 
(which I know was a recent 

— _ _ _ 

and Using," at 7 p.m., April 22, at 
Rosemarie's Massage, 595 Forest, 
Suite 6A, Plymouth. $3 fee includes 
refreshments made from herbs. 

; (734) S91-0209 or e-mail to vlhicksi 
aol.com. 

Yard Scraps to Garden Treasure 
Advanced Master Gardeners and 
composters Nancy Perry and Luann 
Davis of the Canton Garden Club, will talk 
about using.inexpensive vermicomposting 
methods to enrich soil and reduce waste, 
at 7 p:m, April 22, at the Canton Public 
Library, 1200 South Canton Center, Canton. 
Register for the free program by calling 
(734)397-0999. 

Worms! 
Kids, grades 4-6, can learn how to recycle 
food waste with live worms and learn 
how to maintain their own pet worm* 
bin, at a free class, at 2 p.m., April 25, 
at the Canton Public Library, 1200 S. 
Canton Center Road. Registration 
required, call (734) 397-0999. 

Plant sale 
The University of Michigan Matthaei 
Botanical Gardens and Nichols 
Arboretum (MBGNA) will hold its 29th 
Annual Spring Plant Sale 9 a.m. to 
4:3.0 p.m., Saturday, May 9, and noon 
to 4:30 p.m., Sunday, May 10, at the 
Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Road, Ann 
Arbor. Nearly 25,000 pots of peren­
nials, native plants, accent annu-

"TiiiiliEfiDAR'''' 

massive recall), and lots of 
complaints about the ice. mak­
ers. In addition, many people 
are stating the interior shell is 
cracking because of shrinkage 
to the insulation underneath. 
They are saying Whirlpool 
does not consider this to be a 
warranty issue, because they 
consider this a "cosmetic" 
issue. Joe, what brand refriger­
ator would you recommend as 
a quality product, for an aver­
age consumer who can't afford 
a $3,000-$5,000 refrigerator 
with all the bells and whistles 
they seem to be adding to 
them now? Thank you for your 
advice." 

My dear readers, you make it 
very difficult for me to recom­
mend brand name products to 
you. I wish I could with a cer­
tain amount of assurance that 
the product you buy will last 
for years with trouble-free ser­
vice. To be dead honest with 
you, I can't anymore. I, like 
you check out the complaints 
logged on the Internet and, 
they just reaffirm the many 
columns I've written in the 
past 20 years. At one time I 
was so ashamed of the unethi­
cal repair companies there 
used to be in my industry. I 
did something about it but the 
quality of today's products is a 
detriment I will not be able to 
cure. Stay tuned. 

Joe Gagnon can be heard at 8 
a.m., Saturdays on WAAM1600 and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. on WDTK1400. You 
can e-mail your problems and ques­
tions on appliances to appldrdtwmi. 
rr.com 

als, climbing vines, herbs, scented 
geraniums, edible offerings such as 
strawberries, rhubarb, onion and 
shallots sets, seed potatoes, and 
other plant varieties will be sold. 
MBGNA members may attend a party 
and plant sale from 3-7 p.m., Friday, 
May 8. Along with volunteers and 
area Master Gardeners providing ... 
information and advice at the plant 
tables, local garden experts and.... . 
MBGNA staff will offer free demon­
strations on a variety of garden top­
ics Saturday and Sunday: 
a Karlee Shafer, edible gardens, 
9:30-10 a.m. and 10:15-10:45 a.m., 
Saturday. 

• Nicole Lloyd, container gardening, 
11-11:30 a.m. Saturday. 
• Kris Adler, pruning, 11:45 a.m.-12:!5 
p.m. Saturday. 
• Janet Macunovich, perennial com­
binations, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Sunday, $5 : 

per person; $3 for U of M students; 
free for MBGNA members; call (734) 
647-7600 to register. 
• T.J. Smith, rain barrels, 2:45-3:15 
p.m., Sunday. 
Children's activities 1:15-4 p.m., 

.Saturday.; , 
For more information, visit www. 
mbgna.umich.edu or call (734) 647-
7600. 

The Reunion Calendar runs Sundays in the news­
paper as space allows, arid online in its entirety 
at www.hometownlife.com. Submit your reunion 
announcement at least two weeks in advance to 
Linda Chomin, e-mail lchomin@hometownlife.com. 

Birmingham Groves 
Class of 1969 

40th high school reunion will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, July 24, 2009, at The Community House in 
Birmingham. Contact Sue (Dickson) Carlson at (248) 
737-1398 or.grovesclassof69@aol.com for more infor­
mation. 

Brighton High School 
Class of 1989 

Planning a July 25 reunion at Barnstormer 
Entertainment Complex in Green Oak Township. 
There will be a buffet dinner, DJ, and cash bar. 
Tickets $75 per person or $140 per couple. Contact 
Kelley (Doan) Simpson at (269) 375-5773 or at 
email4kelley@yahoo.com, or see groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/brightonclassof1989. 

Cass Technical High School 
Class of 1959 

50th reunion with activities June 5-7, 2009. Events 
will include a Saturday evening dinner party at 
Plum Hollow Country Club in Southfield. Visit www. 
casstech59.com or contact Marge Teramino Knable, 
reunion@casstech59.com; Debbie Friedman, (248) 
626-3729; or Steve Sperling, (248) 360-9658. 

Dearborn Fordson 
Class of 1969 

Planning-a reunion. Contact Kayniniiu@aoi.com or 
Kathy Shoe.bridge @ Klivingston@nu-core.com. 

Dearborn Heights Riverside 
Class of 1967 

A 42-year reunion is planned for Sept. 18-19,2009. 
Event includes: Friday night graduate-only get-
together with pizza and.salad ($10) at DeLuca's, 
27424 W. Warren Road, Westland; Saturday night din­
ner at Joy Manor, 28999 Joy Road, Westland. Tickets 

for Saturday event are $35 per person. Contact 
Gerry Porta for more information at (734) 718-9401 
orgwiatr@gmail.com. 

Detroit Blessed Sacrament 
Class of 1952 

Planning a high school reunion on June 27, 2009.. 
Looking for classmates. Call Shirley Boots at (734) 
525-8746. 

Detroit St. Brigid 
Class of 1959 

Planning a reunion and looking for classmates. 
Contact szonyek@att.net with any information about, 
classmates. 

Detroit schools 
Planning a mini reunion for anyone who graduated 
from Bagley Elementary in January 1957 or Post 
Junior High School in January I960 in Detroit, If 
interested, call Gloria Weinman"titfIe at (248) 352-
9114 or. e-mail to Marlene Kutnicfc•.Yarnronhah-atdc® 
yahoo.com. The reunion .is.planne.d_for Feb. 27,:;2009. 

Henry Ford Ii 
Class of 1982 

Looking for.classmates to attend a reunion picnic 
on. June 6, at Stony Creek MetroPark. A reunion also 
is planned for 2010. For details, contact Gwyrine 
(Doemer) Bambach at (248) 740-9759, ford21982@aol. 
com or Visit www.classreport.org. 

Detroit St. Casimir High School 
Class of 1959 

Planning a Sept. 13, 2009, class reunion. All upper'. 
and lower classmates invited. Contact Judy (Zimski) 
Coogan at JudyCoo@hotmail.com or (734) 675-0148 
or Pete Rakowski at PJcruisin@wowway.com. 

St. Thomas 
Reunion for anyone who attended Detroit St. Thomas 
Apostle, 7 p.m. to midnight Saturday, Oct, 24,2009, 
at The American Polish Cultural Center, 2975 E. • ;. 
Maple, Troy. There will be a complete sit-down diniter 
including all drinks and music. The cost per person; 
is $45. For information, call Rose Ann Filar-Novik at 
'(248)770-1271. 
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Parkinson's series informs patients 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

O&E STAFF WRITER 

When Harry Knitter was 
diagnosed with Parkinson's 18 
years ago he and his wife Nancy 
knew nothing about the disease. 
He had been walking the dog 
and noticed the left side of his 
body felt weaker. It took a while 
to rule out possible causes but 
eventually he learned he had the 
disease which causes the loss 
of dopamine-producing cells 
in the brain. The news came 
when he was 55-years old. At 
a loss to understand what was 
happening to him, Knitter and 
his wife Nancy sought help 
from the Michigan Parkinson 
Foundation. They attended a 
series of lectures on living with 
the disease and found hope. 
Beginning April 28, patients 
and their families can learn 
about the chronic, progressive 
neurological disorder during 
educational programs held on 
five consecutive Tuesdays from 
1-3 p.m. at the Livonia Senior 
Center. 

"At first the medication 
seemed to help," said Nancy 
Knitter of Rochester Hills. "We 
thought he could do okay then 
he started to require more med­
ication and began having some 
of the side effects. 

By 2001 Harry Knitter decid­
ed on deep brain stimulus sur­
gery and ended up writing the 
book, Never Give Up: New Hope 
for Parkinson's Patients. Nancy 
co-founded the Rochester 
Parkinson's support group with 
Pat Yamold who was diag­
nosed at age 21 after becoming 
involved with the Michigan 
Parkinson's Foundation. She 
scheduled the speakers and 
facilitates the Livonia series. 

"When Harry was diagnosed 
there wasn't much out there," 
said Knitter. "We went and 
learned a lot. These days people 
are coming forward shoi tly 
after being diagnosed. Wi-
want to givepeopiegood and 

Dr. Seorge 

accurate infor­
mation and to 
know they're 
not alone in this 
disease. There 
are places they 
can go for sup­
port, groups, 
the foundation 
to direct you to 
different doc­

tors. Everyone is different. My 
husband never had a tremor, 
always rigidity. Today he's doing 
well. He still can get himself 
dressed and showered." 

Parkinson's patients need to 
stay positive and informed. 

"Doctors work with you as 
an individual looking at your 
symptoms and try to address 
those and over the years as 
those change," said Knitter. 
"Progression varies from per­
son to person. Some stay at 
one stage for the rest of their 
life. Others progress at varying 
rates but there is help. At the 
Foundation we like to say, You 
may have Parkinson's disease 
but it doesn't have you. You still 
might be able to enjoy golf if you 
play." 

Dr. Edwin George has seen 
the advances in Parkinson's 
treatment over the years which 
have improved quality of life. He 
saw his first patient as a resident 
in 1987. Today the neurolo­
gist serves on the faculty of the 
Wayne State School of Medicine 
and treats patients in the uni­
versity's health center which is 
part of the DMC. A movement 
disorder specialist, George also 
has a PhD in pharmacology so 
stays up to date on the latest 
medications. He'll present an 
overview of Parkinson's Disease 
which can cause rigidity and 
slowness or difficulty in move­
ment. 

"Parkinson hinders the brain's 
ability to send messages and 
make movements happen," said 
Geojge^fi8laa»^ttS«s3to« 
going to talk about the loss of 
neurons and why some people 

lose those neurons. We all lose 
some as we age, but people with 
Parkinson lose half of them. 
There could be a genetic cause 
and family history. We don't 
totally understand what those 
genes do. The other 9 out of 
10 (patients) don't have those 
genes. There probably are some 
other genes not identified that 
make people susceptible." 

Even though research on the 
cause is still ongoing physicians 
today have many more medica­
tions to treat the disease. 

"People do very well for many 
years and years longer than 
they used to because of medi­
cations and surgery. We have 
maybe more than 3 times as 
many medications now," said 
George. "All medications have 
side effects in somebody. One 
patient may tolerate side effects, 
some not so now we have other 
medications which do the same 
thing, and we have a number 
of medications to control side 
effects. 

"The other big advance is in 
surgical treatment. Before CAT 
and MRI scanners we were 
unable to access deep parts of 
the brain. We can now implant 
very fine wires and provide 
stimulation in areas to control 
the motor system. Other areas 
are still emerging and still 
experimental. In medications 
we'd like to find something to 
stop the loss of the neurons to 
slow or modulate the progres­
sion of the disease. Encouraging 
is the surgical area where people 
are trying to implant cells to 
take the place of lost neurons. 
Stem cell is thought to be very 
useful but not established yet. 
There's also research going on to 
genetically modify the support­
ing cells around the dopaminic • 
neurons." 

Physicians have learned a 
great deal over the years about 
the complexities of the disease 

"There are other things 
affected like blood pressure, 

the gastrointestinal system. We 
have ways to manage these non 
motor symptoms of Parkinson's 
disease," said George who also 
sees patients at the John Dingell 
Veterans Administration 
Hospital. "There's a greater 
incidence of depression and 
memory problems. A lot of ben­
efit can be obtained from physi­
cal, occupational and speech 
therapy, arid lifestyle changes. 
How much difference it makes 
to get exercise. Patients can 
benefit from regular activity for 
constipation and blood regula­
tion, and drinking plenty of flu­
ids. With some medications they 
need to pay attention to protein 
intake. Some types of protein 
interfere with medication get­
ting to the brain." 

The Michigan Parkinson 
Foundation was founded in 
1983 to support patients try­
ing to decipher the myriad of 
information surrounding the 
disease. The nonprofit organiza­
tion was actually an outgrowth 
of the Living with Parkinson's 
Disease series starting April 28 
in Livonia. 

"The series was first present­
ed in 1982 when there was noth­
ing for people with Parkinson in 
Michigan at this time. Patients 
were saying we want a support 
group, an organization and we 
ended up developing the foun­
dation. We now have over 50 
support groups in Michigan. 
The program helps to provide 
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Community Open House 
. $66 OwHm Faettlty, 

Mmr tr§m Cmmr iK^erts, 
Saturday, April 25,2009 • 10 a.m. to 3 p,m 

Stotslotd Cancer Cmter pkysfeians wMi he offering presentations 
ff$mugti§ui the day to the panne, fits times and subjects of each 
pimentiatienam . . 
10:30 JIM - Craig Gordon, 0.0., F.A.C.O.I., Clinical Oncology Associates, 

will present New Ideas in Breast Care. 

11 s30 AW - Ted Tenenbaum, Cancer Center Administrator and the 
Radiation Oncology physicians, will present an overview 
of the Radiation Oncology Services. 

12:30 PM - Richard zekman, D.O., The Oakland Medical Group will 
present Non-Hodgkirt's Lymphoma. 

1:30 PM - Michael Berkovic, D.O., F.A.C.O.I., The Oakland Medical Group, 
will be providing an update on lung Cancer. 

Each presentation will allow time lor questions from itie aud'mme. 
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Nancy Knitter facilitates a series on Parkinson's at the Livonia Senior Center 
beginning April 28. Her husband, Harry, was diagnosed with the neurological 
disorder 18 years ago at age 55. The Rochester Hills couple are strong 
supporters of the Michigan Parkinson Foundation. 

1 
people with good information 
to get them started in under­
standing the complexity of the 
disease. Everybody's course is 
different. It's very frustrating 
to have because you don't know 
what's going to happen from day 
to day." 

Pre-registration is required 
for the Living with Parkinson's 
Disease series. There is a fee. 
Call (800) 852-9781 

For information about the 
Rochester support group, call 
Nancy Knitter at (248) 852-

8464 or Pat Yamold at (248) 
652-4620. Ruth Butler facili­
tates the Livonia group and can 
be reached at (734) 421-4208. 

The Michigan Parkinson 
Foundation is based in Bingham 
Farms and can be reached at , 
(248)433-1011. The organiza­
tion holds a walkathon and 5k 
run May 17, at Northville High 
School to raise funds. For more 
information, visit www.parkin-
sonsmi.org. 
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I IP YOU GiNNOTiiF^liCE Y(|)R HOME LÔ N 
I YOU WAY lOAUfj f mk LOAN! MODipAJiqN 4 

You may qualify lor a LOAN MODIFICATION if: 

• You occupy your home as your primary residence. 

' You are current with your payment, at risk of 
default, behind in your mortgage payments 

LjOJffiDLiQjQreclosure or bankruptcy. 

• The outstanding (unpaid) principal balance 
of the first mortgage on your primary 
residence must be $729,750 or less 

1 You have verifiable income sources that 
support the monthly mortgage payment, 
even if that income has recently been 
reduced. 

We specialize in loan modifications 
for self-employed business owners, 

FEATURES OF 
THE MEW GOVERNMENT 

SvTODSFiaATtQitTOW 

Interest rates as low as 2% 

Principal reductions 
allowed in certain 
circumstances. 

Delinquency IS NOT 
requirement for 

eligibility 

HHAF SYSTEMS, LLC 
(Helping Homeowners Avoid Foreclosure) 

Call 1-800-630-4512 or 248-344-9578 FOR A FREEANALYSIS. 
Services start at $495.00. Go to www.stopourforeclosure.org to complete a 

FREE ONLINE Assessment to see how much you may qualify to save. 

42705 Grand River #201 - Novi. Ml 48375 
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If you are caring for 
an aging parent or 

spouse or if you are 
a member of the 

sandwich generation-this 
event is for you! 

Learn about giving care, 
finding resources & ways to 

cope wi th challenges 

Four Dates and Locations to Choose: 

Saturday, April 18,2009 - 9:30am to 1:00pm 
St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
5780 Evergreen 
Detroit MI 48228 

Wednesday, April 22,2009 - 5:30pm to 9:00pm 
Redford Community Center 
12121 Hemmingway 
Redford MI 48239 

Saturday, April 25,2009 - 9:30am to 1:00pm 
Wayne Countv Community College 
21000 Northline Road 

> Taylor MI 48180 

Monday, May 4,2009 - 5:30pm to 9:00pm 
Summit on the Park 
46000 Summit Parkway JUMf-
CantonMI 48188 •ma-

iearn from oar 

Workshops? 
- Alzheimer's & Dementia 
- How to Manage Stress 
• Legal & Financial Issues 
- Medkare/Medkaid 
- Nutrition for Seniors 
-Veteran Benefits 

Americans 
House! 

IterttJ^e 

Presented by; 
Adult Weil-Being Services 313-359-0736, Caregiver Ministry Network 313-866-1443, 

CSSWC/Retire & Senior Volunteer Program, Neighborhood Legal Services- Elder Law & Advocacy Center 313-937-8291 
RedfordTownship,The Information Center 734-282-7171,The Senior Alliance 734-727-2031 

Wayne-Metropolitan Community Action Agency 313-843-2550 x 233, Wayne County Senior Citizens Services 734-727-7357 
Call Any of the above phone numbers if you have any conference questions! 

Partial Funding by the Senior Alliance & Detroit Area Agency on Aging 

Register for this FREE EVENT at the conference! 
Oakwood Hospital Health Screening 

Vendor Tables • Door Prizes • Giveaways! • Free Massages and Refreshments • Free Parking 

http://www.parkin-
http://sonsmi.org
http://lchominihometownlife.com
http://www.stopourforeclosure.org
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Waltonwood Senior Living 

v_>ARRI AGE 1 ARK 
LOCATED IN CANTON 

VA Benefits May Apply 
Long-Term Care Insurance Accepted 
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; www.waltonwoodicom : -: 

waltonwoodcanton@smglirnaII.cqm wkm-GDD 

mh 2000 N. Canton Center Rd., Canfoh, Ml 48187 •] 
Located OP the east side of Canton Center Rd., just south off.ord Rd 
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