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Annette Berry, will be dismissed -

when the plea becomes official at
Letkemann’s April 23 sentencing,

ing him in the gé.rage of Orlewicz’s
grandfather’s Canton Township
home. Police say the pair then

2nd teen's trial set to start Monday

= Alexander

BY BRAD KADRICH Monday, pleaded guilty to the lesser court officials said. beheaded Sorensen and dumped = Letkemann (leff)
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER charge in Wayne County Circuit Both Maria Miller, a spokes- his body in a Northville Township e of Westland,
. Court Tuesday. woman for the Wayne County field, burning it to try to mask shown here at his
Alexander Letkemann, the 18- The agreement includes sen- Prosecutor’s Office, and identification, The head was then | preliminary hearing

year-old from Westland accused of
helping kill a River Rouge man in
November, has accepted apleatoa

tences of 20-30 years on the sec-
ond-degree murder charge and 10
years on the mutilation charge. The

Letkemann’s attorney, Raymond
Cassar, declined to comment, citing
a gag order imposed by Berry in the

thrown into the Rouge River, from
where it was recovered a few days
later.

| with attorney
Raymond Cassar,
accepted a plea

charge of second-degree murderin  sentences would run concurrently,  case, Orlewicz is scheduled to go on R tosecond-degree
the case. A felony murder charge, dismissed Letkemann and Jean Pierre trial on first-degree murder, felony B murder Monday in

Letkemann, who was scheduled at a preliminary hearing in 35th Orlewicz were arrested two days murder and mutilation of a corpse B the death of Daniel
to go to trial on first-degree murder District Court but reinstated by after the Nov. 7 murder of Daniel E Sorensen.

and mutilation of a corpse charges . Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Piease see PLEA, A3 FILE PHOTO

Sorensen and charged with kill-

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

He may be a beloved chil-
dren’s author, but Dr. Seuss
is moving up to high school
~ Wayne Memorial High
School to be exact.

His storybook charac-
ters like Horton, Cat in the

Hat and the Grinch will
" come.to life on the stage
of the school’s Stockmeyer
Auditorium in the Theatrical
Guild production of Seussical
Thursday-Saturday, April
17-19.

“ wanted to chose a play
that had a variety of char-
acters, a lot of plays don't
have a lot of male roles,” said
director Katie Sulliven, “I
liked this play because it has
a lot of animal characters
that aren’t necessarily gender

. specific. People also askif

Kim Chau as JoJo and Doug Malcolm as Cat in the Hat rehearse the song, “it's Possible,” from the musical "Seuss;ca
1719 by the Wayne Memarial High School Theatrical Guild.

“INCREBIBLE’ sm

What: “SeusSIcat "a rnusacal

Whao: Presented by the Wayne
" Memaorial Theatrical Guud
When: 7 p.m. Thursday
Saturday, April 149, -
- Where: Wayne Memona!
- High School’s Stockmeyer
Auditorium, on Glenwuod west
of Wa',rne Road Wavne
- 38

- by, cuntactmq Katie Suliivan hy

| e-ail at sumvak@wwcsd net.

‘based on the stories and charac-
~ters foundin 20 Dr. Seuss stories.

| They re. avaﬂabie at: the door or

we chose this because of the

movie, but we chose the play
eatly on in the school year. It
wasn't until enly a few weeks

AIVSSBALI:ICES as Sﬂlllr"Kéngamo sings ‘Biggest Blame Foof' about Horten -
during a scene from ‘Seussical.’ Rebecca Smith j,(riqb_t)'pléjysa_s the sloth.

] béfbr_e Horton Hears a Who!

came out that we realized .
there was a movie.”

A cast of 25 students -
appear in the production
which centers around Horton

PHOTOSAY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTDGRAPHER
hich i$ being: presented April

Thespians get Seussu:al for musucal

‘the Elephant’s efforts to

save his friend JoJo and the -
other inhabitants of Who.

Tt also features characiers

Please see MUSICAL, A3
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Ex-convict tells
police he rebbed

Westland couple

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

An ex-convict facing trial in
northern Michigan for the stab-
bing death of his former wife
bas confessed to robbing an
83-year-old man last August
at Willow Creek Apartments
in Westland, police have con-
firmed.

Jerry Jay Anderson, who is
facing trial in Grand Traverse
County on charges he killed his
6'7-year-old wife Gladys, con-
fessed to robbing a Westland
man and hitting him in the face

before fleeing in a car last Aug.
23, said Westland police Sgt..Ed
Price.

Anderson, 47, admitted toa
Grand Traverse County Sheriff
Depariment detestive that he
robbed the Westland man, who
was attacked while he was help-

_ ing his wife get out of a car near
their Willow Creek residence,
Price said.

Anderson’s confession
promipted Price, accompanied
by police Sgt. David Heater, to
drive to Grand Traverse County,

Please see ROBBERY, A3

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

An alert resident’s quick
action helped Westland police
nab a suspect accused of break-
ing into a drug rehab office
early Sunday near Merriman
and Cherry Hill, police Lt. Dan
Karrick said.

A neighbor called police
around 2:30 a.m. to report he
had just seen a suspect smash
out a window and climb into
a main office for Safe Step

~ Recovery, which offers hous-

ing and programs at numerous
locations for recovering drug
addicts and alcoholics,

Police officers rushed to the
scene and captured the suspect
before he could get away with ,
undisclosed contents from the
office, Karrick said.

“We caught him while he
was walking out,” the lieuten-
ant said. “This certainly shows
that the police need the help
of all the citizens. We work in
partnership with them. Without
their eyes and ears out there, we
couldn’t have caught thlS guy
when we did — ifever.” -
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Resident’s call helps
nab break-in suspect

On Tuesday morning,
Westland 18th District Judge
Sandra Cicirelli arraigned
Westland resident Gary .
Hubbard, 37, on felony charges
of breaking and entering, lar-
ceny in a building and being a
third-degree habitual offender.
A not-guilty plea was entered
for him,

Cicirelli ordered Hubbard
jailed in lieu of a $20,000 cash/
surety bond and scheduled an
April 10 preliminary hearing
that will determine whether
he should stand trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court.

The charge of breaking and

_entering is punishable by 10
years in prison with a convie-

_ tion, while larceny carrles a
four-year term.

However, Hubbard could face
alengthier sentence, if con-
victed, becanse he is considered
a habitual offender. According
to the Michigan Department of
Corrections, Hubbard already
has served time in prison for
other crimes related to breaking
and entering.

dclem@nametownlife.com | (7349532110 _
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Suspect sought for fast-food robberies

early 30s. He is about 6-foot-3
or 6-foot-4 and around 220
pounds. He has a goatee and a

Www.hometowniife.com

BY DARRELE CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Department’s detective bureau Glenwood.

at (734) 721-6311, The suspect brandished
Police Sgt. Brian Miller said  what was described as a silver

the suspect is being sought for  revolver with a dark handle. mustache and was seen wear-

armed robberies that occurred He demanded money from ing a wedding band on his left

Jan. 25 at Quiznos sub shop employees, but he didnt fire ~ hand.

since Jan. 25 at fast-food res-  near the southwest corner of  any shots and no one was If caught and successfu]]y

taurants on the city’s south Cherry Hill and Merriman injured, Miller said. prosecuted, the suspect could

side. roads; March 5 at the Subway Prior to fleeing the scene, face penalties ranging up to
Authorities have released restaurant near the northeast  the suspect has ordered life in prison for-armed rob-

surveillance photos of the sus- corner of Michigan Avenue employees into walk-in freez- *© bery.

pect, and they dre urging any- and Merriman; and March 24 ers. :

one who may recognize him at the Kentucky Fried Chicken  The suspect is described as

to call the Westland Police store on Wayne Road near a black male in his late 20s or

Westland police believe that
a serial robber was involved in
three holdups that occurred

Westland police are asking for the public's help in identifying this suspect,
wanted for questioning in connection with three robberies of fast-food

dclem@hometownlife.com | (734)953-2110  restaurants since Jan. 25 on the city's south side. '

AROUND WESTLAND

ther deadline

The last day to register to
vote in May 6 school board
elections in Westland is April
7. City Clerk Eileen DeHart
confirmed.

There are five candidates
vying for two four-year terms
on the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools. In
the Livonia Public School
District, which takes in the
north end of Westland, three
candidates are vying for two
seats in the May 6 election.

{734) 524-1230 or send an e~
mail to info@northbros.com.

Mayoral bowl

Westland Mayor William
Wild is inviting residents
to help raise money for the

For more information, call  American Cancer Society’s
the clerk’s office at (734) 467- 2008 Relay for Life.

3185. One event, “Skate with

_— | ‘ Mayor Wild.” is scheduled
' . Garden Club for 1-2%20 p.m. Saturday,
: The Westland Garden April 19, at Westland’s
874 An “ Arbor Roadl’ weslt Club will meet at 10 a.m. Mike Modano Ice Arena,

on Wildwood north of Ford.
Admission and skate rental
are free and participants
will receive a free "Wild’s

Saturday, April 12, at the
Collins House, located in the
"Westland Historic Village
Park on Wayne Road between
Marquette and Cherry Hill.  Walkers” Relay for Life T-
There will be a discussion on  shirt. Donatlons may be-
landscaping plans for the park made.
and on the plant and seed A variety of teams will be.
exchange, which will be hap-  raising money for this year’s -
pening on May 15. Everyone is Relay, scheduled for 10 a.m.
invited. For more information May 31to 10 a.m. June 1 at
call (734) 522-3918. Jaycee Park, at Wlldwood and
Hunter.
Poetr Y Month ‘ For more mforma,tmn about
Perhaps it’s the best — or Relay, call Holly Soranno at
worst — poem you've ever (248) 663-3452 or e-mail her
| written. Never mind. In cel-

at holly.soranno@cancer.org.
ebration of April as National :

Poetry Month, the Westland Chili cookoff
public library is inviting The Westland Democratic
aspiring poets to share their ~ Club will have its third annu-
work. Visit the library and al chili cookoff Tuesday, April
| choose from a list of forms of 28, at the Dorsey Community
poetry such as Haiku,"Ode, Center. Enjoy chili, beverages
Found and the Fits (that and dessert for $5 or enter
would be the worst poem your homermade chili in the
you've ever written). contest. Tasters are welcome
Anyone interested may visit at 6 p.m. Cooks should bring
the reference desk display their crock-pot of chili at 5:30
and submit one entry per p.m. The winner will compete
poetic form. Winners willbe  in the 11th District cookoff.
announced and prizes award- For more information call

Plymouth, Ml 48170

3500 Pontiac Trail
‘Ann Arbor, M1 48105

~ MIESSAGE FROM THE OWNER -

- After 45 years, Cornwell Pool & Patio is in the process of
making-major changes to our two stores. We are selling
our entire present stock of available floor samples and

GREAT

SALE DAYS!

FRIDAY 10-8 ; : - ed at a library poetry month (734} 729-1605 or (734~) 674~

SATURDAY 10-6 warehouse stock to reduce and balance our inventories. event at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 739277,

‘ mu ' i i April 23,

SUNDAY 12-4 y We_ must r:nake room for new spring grders which are For more informaticn, call  FUNA-raiser

g;:\;;sg;ntﬁl%uw% Lvl‘]fglﬂl:;e included in this Sale. I]UHF'L\:'!: (734) 326-6123, The Wayne-Westland'
: to mark down prices. Over Salvation Army is holding a

TERMS OF SALE ) ‘ , ot o : 5K walk/run Little Caesar fund-raiser now
: ; MILLION DOLLARS of the Midwest’s largest selection of The city will join North through May 1£0 aise money

pool supplies and patio furniture, will be sold at
spectacular savings. THESE FLOOR SAMPLES MUST BE SOLD.
During this sale period, you will also be offered special
savings on custom orders. Everything will be plainly
'marked with sale tags for your convenience! We will
open to the general public on Friday, April 4th.

* ALL SALES FINAL
* ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE
+ NO REFUNDS
» NO EXCHANGES
* CREDIT CARDS WELCOME
* DELIVERY & FINANCING AVAILABLE
» ENTIRE STOCK ON SALE
\ * NOTHING HELD BACK )

- Brothers Ford in urging
walkers and runners to help
cancer research by joining
the company’s 10th annual
5K riun/walk, scheduled for
5 a.m. Saturday, May 17. The
event will start from the
Bailey Recreation Center.
All proceeds will benefit the
Karmanos Cancer Institute.

" Pre-registration deadline is-
May 13. For more informa-

for its youth and community
outreach programs, There

are 16 different Little Caesar
pizza kits, five varieties of
cookie dough and two types of
pie kits available. Pricés range
from $12.75 to $18.

To order items, stop by the
Salvation Army at 2300 8.
Venoy, south of Palmer and -
ask for Sandy. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 722 3660,

UL AT R 5

e o 1 AR e e £ 7 T

"Use Cash, Check or Credit Cards

| Loveseat Glider

.Ann Arhor. Perlodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150, :
Homecrest - - Genson . - . Lioyd/Flanders i 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150 \
Firepit Table Loveseat & | [0 Top Table '
* B With2 chailr; ang3z‘, §u3uive| Chairs End ‘Table With 4 Swive! G“I;:ns sasr:;ﬁ 2 Swivel Chairs CITY OF WESTLAND
B NOW $799°° NOW * $$9_ 49%° NOW $949°° INVITATION TO BID

-Ann Arbor-
Lloyd/Flanders

Wine Rack Party Bar- @bserver
Wlwa?ai;;;lm .. Was $900 o W"i’t:sassrt?giss “WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD _
Now $1 49°8 NOW $_39_9 ) NOW $44988 CHOANNETT HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
' - e ' . r HOW T0 REACH US
._-PlVIIlllllll'l- ' A-A‘Ilgael;!loﬂr'd ﬂ?l}mlﬂ; _ Home Delivery/Customer Servic............... 1-B66-BB-PAPER (866-587;‘273_7) ‘
Lloyd/Flanders | gio in ston NEWSTOOM.....rrn (T3} 9532104 Faomrrcse (734) 5917279

TV Cabinet

Was $1650

NOW $599°

_ -Plvmuuth-—-
- Winston 427
-Round Table
With 4 Swivel Chairs
iVas 52637

NOW $1439°°

-Plymouth-
KNF

Glass Top Table §

" With 4 Chairs
Was $1100 -

'NOW $499=

PIv’mouih-

~=Ann Arhor-

Brown Jordan 48” Round

Glass Top Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs
Was $3920

NOW $979°

-Ann Arboi-
Casual Living

Balcony Table

With 2 Chairs
Was $1602

NOW $799°%

Ann Arhior-

-Plymouth-
Winston 63”

Oval Table

With 4 Chairs
Was 52896

NOW $1879°

SALE BEGINS FRIDAY, APRIL 4m AT 10 A.M.

" ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITV'

| OE0B594096

tion, call Jackie Marcaccini at

Ext. 11.

Classified

$Sports Nightline

Display Advertising

Advertising,

(734) 953-2104

1-800-579-SELL (7355)
{734) 953:2153

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS .
The Westlang Cbsarver - Publication NO. USPS 663-530 Published every Thursday and Slfnday i

filings);

or all bids.

Publish: AnHl

Sealed proposals will be fec_eived by the City of Westland, 36601
Ford Rd., Wesltand, Michigan 48185, on or before April 24, 2008 at
10:00 a.m, for the following (no exceptions will be made for late

City Wide Vending Machines

Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained
from the Purchasing Office at 36601 Ford Rd., Westland, Michigan,
48185. " Please direct questions pertaining to specifications to
Robert Kosowski, Parks & Recreation Director at (734) 467-3265. ©
Proposals must be submitted by the time stated above or they will
be returned. The City of Westland reserves the right to reject any

R, 2008

Jade M. Smﬂ'.h :
Controller SR
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BY DARKELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland police have

of a man accused of robbing a
convenience store on the city’s
north side in early March.

The bandit used a knife dur-
ing a robbery that police Sgt.
Ed Price said oceurred around
4:39 a.m. March 2 at the 7-
Eleven store on the southwest
corner of Wayne and Joy.

- The suspect escaped with
an undisclosed amount of
money and fled on foot, Price
said. Neither the cashier nor a
manager in a back room was
injured during the robbery.

Police are urging anyone
who may recognize the suspect
or who may have informa-

. Treleased a surveillance photo -

Police: Suspect has
distinctive hairstyle

tion about the incident to
contact the Westland Police
Department at (734) 721-6311
ot (734) 722-9600.

“We have no leads on this,”
Price said.

The suspect was described
as a white male, about 28 years
old, with a Mohawk-style hair-
cut and a ponytail.

“He had a unique style of
hair,” Price said.

The suspect was described
as possibly 5-foot-8 and 175
pounds. He wore a bandana to
hide the lower part of his face,
and he also was wearing a dark
sweat shirt, blue jeans and a
dark jacket, the detective said.

The 7-Eleven incident appar-
ently isn't connected with a
series of other robberies that
remain under investigation,

Westland police are asking for hefp in jocating this suspect, described
as a white male, possibly in his late 20s, with a mohawk hairstyleanda
ponytail. He is accused of robbing a 7-Eteven store at Wayne and Joy roads.

according to police.

Authorities also are continu-
ing to seek information about
three fast-food restaurant
robberies that happened at
gunpoint between Jan. 25 and
March 24 on the city’s south
side. They also are investigat-
ing an armed robbery that
occurred early March 22 when
a couple was returning with

their young daughter to The
Landings apartment complex
near Warren and Central City
Parkway. :

Police 1.t. Dan Karrick has
asked the public to remain
vigilant and to quickly report
any suspicious activity to the
police department.

dclem@hometownlife.com | {734) 953-2110

ROBBERY

FROM PAGE A1

where their interview with
Anderson led to the local rob-
bery case being solved.
Considering Anderson’s
criminal history, which includes
a 1980 murder in Livonia,
authorities say the Westland
couple was fortunate only to
have been robbed. :
Anderson, who is 20 years
younger than his ex-wife, is
‘facing trial amid allegations

he stabbed her to death at her

Grand Traverse County home,

where authorities said she could

have been dead for weeks.
Anderson had been arrested
March 5 in Detroit after he was
trailed from Livonia, where
authorities had been told he was
visiting a girlfriend. Authorities
tracked him to a house near
Six Mile Road and Farmington
and then followed him to aused
car lot at Eight Mile Road and
Vaughan in Detroit, where he
was arrested following a scuffle,
Anderson already served 25
years in prison for the 1980

murder of 58-year-old Coleman
Seaver and the attempted
murder of Seaver’s daughter in
Livonia.

According to Livonia police,
Anderson beat Seaver to-death
in the parking lot of the Sands
Bar at Seven Mile and Deering,
between Middlebelt and Inkster
roads. Anderson was accused
of killing Seaver afier the bar
closed.

Hours later, police said,
Anderson beat and stabbed
Seaver’s danghter and left her
for dead at Seaver’s home. She
survived.

According to the Michigan
Department of Corrections,
Anderson has served prison
time for second-degree murder,
transporting drugs into prison,
breaking and entering, assault
with intent to rourder, armed
robbery, and cashing checks
without having sufficient
funds.

Anderson was released from
prison in August of 2006.

Staff Writer Alex Lundberg contrib-
uted to this story.

dciem@hometownlifs.com | (734) 953-2110

PLEA

FROM PAGE A1

charges Monday. But Berry
this week dealt a blow to the
self-defense strategy Orlewicz
attorney James Thomas said
he would use when she refused
to admit evidence about
Sorensen’s past behavior.

In conrt documents, Thomas
has portrayed Sorensen as a
violent person, trying to admit
inty evidence personal protec-
tion orders taken out against
Sorensen by individuals not

involved in the murder case. -

Orlewicz’s attorneys were
seeking to have those PPOs -
introduced into evidence,
along with details of Sorensen’s
2001 conviction for second-
degree criminal sexual conduct
and details of the victim’s
Myspace page, which included
varions pictures of weapons,
illegal narcotics, images from
the Al Pacino movie Scarface,
and “profane descriptions” of
Sorensen’s occupation.

In a written ruling issued
Monday, Berry said the defen-
dants “had no prior knowl-
edge” of the PPOs ... none of

the PPOs related to alleged
conduct between the deceased
and the defendants. Therefore
the said PPOs are too remote
to be relevant.”

There is no indication
whether part of Letkermann’s
plea agreement includes
testifying against Orlewicz.
However, Orlewicz’s self-
defense strategy could be an
interesting tactic, considering
written and taped statements
Letkemann gave Canton police
in the days following the mur-
der,

in a taped statement,
Letkemann said Orlewicz

lured Sorensen into his grand-
father’s Canton Township
garage and killed him there.

In the statement,
Letkemann said he led the
Pprocession into thie garage,
followed by Sorensen, with
Orlewicz in the rear. Orlewicz,
Letkemann said in the state-
ment, stabbed Sorensen from
behind.

The statement can't be used
against Orlewicz, but could
provide some insight into what
Letkemann might say if called
to the stand.

biadrich@hemetownlife.com |{734)459-2700

MUSICAL

FROM PAGE Al

from many other Seuss books,
including How the Grinch Stole
Christmas, The One Feather
Tuil of Miss Gertrude McFuzz,
One Fish Two Fish Red Fish
Blue Fish and f Had Trouble

in Getting to Solla Sollew. The .
infamous Cat in the Hat as an
outside observer is narrator-
and devil’s advocate through-
out the show.

REPRESENTATIVE

Erin Downey has worked
with Sullivan in creating two
backdrops - one for the Jungle
of Nool and the other for
Whoville - that were painted
during the spring recess.
Sullivan normally rents the
backdrops, but found nothing
that would go along with what
the group is doing,

Downey also is helping with
the costumes which, in the
case of the animals, will be
representative.

“They won't be dressed
exactly as an animal,” said
Sullivan. “The birds will wear
boas for their feathers and
the owl may have big eyes and
dress in colors representative
of it.

“Horton won't have a trunk,
and he’'ll wear a mailman’s
uniform. A mailman must be
trustworthy and honest and
that’s what we're looking for in
Horton.” ’

For Tirrell Davis, who
plays one of the Wickersham
Brothers in the Jungle of Nool,
dressing as a monkey will
mean brown clothing,

“It’s one of the roles I came

. ot for,” said the Wayne High

senior who also appears as a
cadet and fish in the produc-
tion. “The other roles are good
roles. There’s some for sing-
ing, some for dancing, but the
monkey can do both ...,and I
can give it attitude. Monkeys
are playful and sneaky. I try
to work that mischief into the
role.”

You can’t miss Aretha
Franklin in Sour Kangaroo.

" That’s who Alyssa Lucas based

her character on. It has a R-E-
S-P-E-C-T attitude and is very
social. She “technically” plays
two people, Sour Kangaroo
and her baby, a hand puppet
that she works with during the
show. ,

“It has feelings, I like mak-
ing it move and showing
emotions,” said Lucas who is
appearing in her fifth high
school play although she’s been
in community theater since
age 5. “I can do alot with the
role.”

‘NOTHING LIKE ME'

Briana Dewyer plays Mayzie
LaBird whom she describes as
selfish, “nothing like me.” ~

“I'm crazy and funny, but
not selfish,” said Dewyer.
“Mayzie is sassy, she’s fun, she’s
so crazy. I think of the movie
Mean Girls when I think of
her. It's going to be great play-
ing her.” :

This is Dewyer’s eighth ~ and
last - show. A senior, she said
that while it’s sad, her four
years with the guild “has been
journey where I meet a lot of
great people.” '

She added that playing an
animal is “definitely difficult.”
“Youre an animal, but not

an animal,” she said. “I have
to walk like a bird, but still be
human. It’s difficult, but it’s.
fun.”

By the time the curtain goes
up on opening night, the cast -
will have spent eight weeks
rehearsing. Initially, they've
practiced five hours a day four
days a week, but starting this
week, they're doing five days
with two weekend technical
rehearsals.

“We're rehearsing a little
bit more than the average,
but because it’s so techni-
cal we added extra technical
rehearsals and an extra week
of rehearsals,” she said. “The -

* show 1s oriented around the
technical aspects because

the set pieces move in and
out.”

“T'his is going to be a ton of
fun.,” she added.

s'mason@hometowmife.com [ (734} 9532112

Opens/Closes Your
Garage Door When
the Power Is Out
* EverCharge® Standby
Power keeps your garage
door opener charged
and ready {o go

* Strong, quiet belt
drive system

« 200 watts of light

On One of Our Very Best
LiftiViaster. Garage Door Jpeners!

Sale Price........
Less $30 Mail-in Installation Rebate

YOUR PRICE.....*239

o Model
3850

200"
$269" |

Promiunt }
Remote
Control

YOU SAVE

Smart
Contral
Pangf™

ALSO AVAILABLF: MODEL 3300 W;GLL-MOUNTED GARAOE DOOR OPENER
«++ SAME SPECIAL PRICING APPLIES.

SUBURBAN
DOOR § i

28003 Five Mile Road e Livonia
' 7134-422-0930

OEBEG4435
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Canton's
Eric Hughes,
one of three
managers
at Texas
Roadhouse
on Ford Road
in Westland,
will honor gift
© cerlificates
© from the
recently
closed Texas
Corral and
. Don Pabio's
restaurants, -
as well as
Mountain
Jacks.

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS
DBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Eric Hughes is encouraging
a move from the corral to the
roadhouse,

In response to the closure of
Canton’s Texas Corral Grill &

- Saloon, Hughes, the managing

partner of Texas Roadhouse in

.Westland, is offering diners &

chance to redeem Corral gift
cards at his e'atery.

The nearest Texas Corral is
about two hours from Canton.

“People have told us they are
happy we are able to do some-
thing for them,” Hughes said.

The Westland restaurant, on
Ford Road east of Newburgh,
and the Roadhouse location in
Taylor are accepting gift cards
from Texas Corral, Mountain
Jacks and Don Pablo’s, which
has also close:; its township
Iocation on Ford Road.

In bringing a card to
Roadhouse, thé amount will
be verified and for every $5 on
the card, $5 Roadhouse vouch-
ers will be issued. Hughes said
customers can redeem up to
$10 at a time.

“Alot of people are ticked off
that they made gift card pur-
chases and that these places
aren't around,” Hughes said,
adding that he’s already gotten
cards from Texas Corral.

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPKER

Texas Roadhouse will honor gift cards for closed eatery

Canton resident Ken Glantz
bought a $50 gift card from
the Corral a week before it
closed.

“Somebody should have
told me they were leaving,” he
said, before taking down the
Westland Roadhouse’s num-
ber.

For more mformatlon, call
(734) 729-4570.

finarks@hometownlife.com [ (734) 459-2700

Area restaurant continues dinner, movie offering

Westland ma.y be w1thout a
movie theater, but one estab-
lishment'is continuing to offer
its dinner and movie package.

Alexander the Great
Restaurant has partnered
with Emagine Theater to con-
tinue offer patrons its pack-
age of two full dinners and
two movie tickets for $29.95.

“We recognize that the
economy is rough right now,”
said Tom Tomich, owner of

By phone: (734) 425-7610

e L1 i Sl S A AR ST o o

. If you find reading the Bible difficult or frustrat-
{ing at times, then this seminar series is for you.
1 Six concise and informative sessions are deliv-
 ered in a friendly, comfortable environment,
: They are de-signed to equip you with the skills .
'and background you need to understand the
'scrrptures for yourseif. Whether you are familiar
.W|th the Bible already or nof, you will walk
:away with a deeper appreciation of its vital
'message lots of information (a free binder is
 provided), and new energy to begin reading the
: Bible regularly and effectively!

FREE! No obligation.

{Register for this exciting 6 week seminar.

0n1rne at; www. BibfeSemrnars info

By e-mail: LivoniaBibleSeminars@gmail.com
‘Sponsored by: The Chnstadelphlans

Alexander the Great. “As

part of this community for
30 years, we also know that
people still want to be able to
go out and enjoy themselves
from time to time. At $29.95,
we feel like people can still
enjoy a night away from the -
kitchen and catch a show, but

feel comfortable that they are”

getting a pretty good bang for
their buck.”
Alexander The Great had

b
- @

versions?

Some of what you will learn:

Who wrote the Bible? -

Why two testaments? Are both important?
What are the differences between B:bie

How to use cross-references.

How to use a concordance and lexicon.
- How to prove for yourself that the Bible is

not a work of fiction.

How to read with care and accuracy.

What happens at death?

1 When: Tuesday evenings, beginning April 8’&_1
| Where: Christadelphian Hall

36516 Parkdale St, Livonia, MI 48150
Time: 7:00 to 8:30pm

¢ A free workbook will be provided.
s  Free Bibles are available if n'eeded

T A e e AT A 0l L A R i

" offered their dinner and
movie package with the
Showcase Cinemas, which
closed its Wayne Road loca-
tion eatlier this month. Valid
tickets purchased under the
previous arrangement will
be lionored by Emagine, The
movie tickets are good at both
Emagine Theater’s Canton
and Novi locations. .

“We offer a diverse selection
of dinners, including our spe-

AT
. OED8593657]

cialty barbecue ribs for two
and you walk out with two .
tickets to an exciting, state~
of-the-art theater,” Tomich
said. *You can’t beat it. People
have been buying them for
years for a night out, as gifts
for birthdays, anniversaries,
holidays, graduations, you
name it.”

The movie and dinner
package can be purchased at
Alexander The Great at 34733
Warren Road, east of Wayne
Road, Westland. For more
information, call (734) 326-
5410,

Senator’s spouse admits
to paying for sex

BY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Police already had the
Residence Inn on Livernois in
Troy under surveillance for sus-
pected prostitution activity when
a silver Cadillac pulled up the
night of Feb. 26.

When police later stopped the
car on I-75, they had no idea that
the driver, who admitted paying
for sex, was the husband of U.S.
Sen. Debbie Stabenow.

Thomas Athans made no
mention of his relationship to
Stabenow, according to police
reports oblained by the Troy
Eceeniricthrough the Freedom of

i Information Act.

Athans, 46, and Stabenow, 57,
were rnarried in 2003. This is the
second marriage for both.

“WNo words can fully express
how sorry I am. At the time this
incident occurred, I took respon-
sibility for my actions and fully
cooperated with law enforcement.
My family and I are dealing with
this matter in a personal and pri-
vate way, said Athansin a state-
ment refeased late Wednesday
afternoon through his attorney,
Todd F. Flood of Royal Oak.

Stabenow, in a statement
released from her Washington,
D.C,, office Wednesday afternoon,
said, “This is very disturbing and
serious, Obviously ity a decply dif-
ficult and personal matter”

- Rumors about Athans’ involve-
ment with a prostitute had cir-
culated for more than 2 month.
Police had released information
about the mcident, but refused to
identify Athans, :

"He was charged March 12 with
driving with a suspended license,
agreed to cooperate with police .
in the investigation and posted
a $500 personal bond at his
arraignment. He stood mmite,

Omn March 27, he pleaded
guilty to a reduced charge of
driving without a license in
his possession, according to
Assistant Troy City Attorney
Bob Davisson. Athans paid $115
in court costs.

Davisson explained that
Athans’ license had been sus-
pended due to an unpaid ticket.
“He had a valid license when he
got to court,” Davisson said.

“It’s not because of who he is
that he didn’t get charged with

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stahennw and

her husband, Thomas Athans, who
admitted fo poiice he had sex with a
prostitute in 2 Troy hotel.

prostitution,” said Troy police
spokesman Lt. Gerry Scherlinck.

Scherlinck said it is typical for
“the way we do investigating” to
stop johns and work to get a state-
ment that can be used to pros-
ecute prostitutes, They have to
agree totestify in court, he said. -

Charged with prostitution at
the Residence Inn was Alycia
Lorraine Martin, 20, of Westland.
Athans told police he met Martin
through Craig’s List.

‘When she was arrested, police
say they recovered several hun-
dred dollars, alaptop, tally sheets,
sexual aids and a cell phone from
the room in which she was stay-

mg. .
Aceording to police, Athans

“told investigators he had paid

$150 for oral sex.

Martin, who posted a $100
cash bond at her arraignment,
pleaded not guilty and faces a
pretrial exam at 8:30 a.m. April . -
22,

The Residence Inn came
under investigation when a police
Internet investigator reportedly
came in contact awoman at
the inn through a Web site.

Athans previously served on
the Oxford Village Council from

1996 10 2002, including 2001~02

as its president.

More recently, he served as
executive director of a Eberal
radio station, Democracy Radio,
and participated in national dis-
cussions about the role of conser-
vative radio talk shows, .

Stabenow is on the powerful
Senate Finance Committee.

Eccentric staff writer Sara Caliender con-
tributed te this report.

Our customers

love our ads!

Joe of ]og’s Produce & Gourmet Market in Livonia says:

“We are having great success with our full page advertising. Fach week
our customers look forward to seeing the numerous prepared foods, deli
and spec1a1ty items we have to offer, along with the fresh produce our

customers have come to depend on.”

“Since our expansion, we have so much variety that the full page ad really
showcases the new and 1mpr0ved Joe's Produce &r Gourmet Market!”

We can help your busmess grow, too

THE

@bserver G5 Eecentric

NEWSPAPERS

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Wayne County

36251 VSChoolcraft » Livonia, MI 48150

734-953-2153
Oakland County

805 E. Maple * Birmingham, MI 48009

248-901-2511

Solicited testimonial containing voluntary statements edited .for clarity. '
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Livonia attorney joins race for Tith

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

Livonia attorney Joseph
Larkin helped the Livonia
Knights Mites Hockey team
find a way to win as an assis-
tant coach.

“Last season we won the
league championship and the
Silver Stick regional,” he said.
“It was a great season, a lot of
fun.”

Larkin, a Democrat, is
confident he can continue
those winning ways in his
bid to unseat incumbent U.3.
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter,
R-Livonia, in the 11th
Congressional District.

“I've been an attorney for
20 years now. I've learned
what it means to represent
people and I don't believe that
Mr. McCotter is representing
the people of the 11th District
at this time. He is not hearing
what their issues are,” Larkin
said.

Larkin is expected to face
former Novi city manager Ed
Kreiwall in the Democratic
August primary. Tom
Spencer, a Methodist lay min-
ister and Air Force veteran,
has withdrawn from the race
and offered his support to
Larkin.

“He’s got connections, name
and I didn’t have either. I

didn’t have much of a chance,”

Spencer said Tuesday.
He called Larkin a “pro-
gressive” and a “people per-

Larkln is the nephew of
Carol Larkin, chair of the 11th

Joseph Larkin will run in the
Democratic primary against Ed
Kreiwall. The winner would face
incumbent Thaddeus McCotter in the
November election.

District Democrats, and Jim
Larkin, a Garden City school
board member. He said his
aunt and uncle were unaware
that he was entering the race.

Ted McAvoy of Highland
has announced as an indepen*
dent candidate.

WAR STAND AN ISSUE

Like Kreiwall and
Spencer, Larkin is critical of
MecCotter’s support for the
war in Iraq.

“We have lost too many
American fighting men and
women there, Now over 4,000
and that doesn’t include the
multitude of men and women
coming back with physical

LARKIR FILE

Age: 43
Residence: Livonia

Marital status: Divorced, no chifdren. _
Education: bacheior's degree in political sci-
ence, University of Michigan; juris doctorate,

University of Michigan. -

Profession: atforney, 19 years, Larkin Legaf -

Services, Livonia.

Member: Michigan Association for Justice,
Catholic Lawyers Society of Michigan, Livonia
Bar Association; Knights of Calumbus. -
Yolunteer: Groups feeding homeless and

elderly at St. Patrick Senior Center, St.

Aloysius, St. Dominic, St. Maurlce St Ed|th

Focus:HOPE. .
Church; $t, Edith, Livonia

Other: Assistant coach Livonia Knights Mltes A

Hockey
Web site: farkinleadership.com

and mental injuries,” Larkin
said. “He is not looking at
the fact that we are spending
approximately $100 billion a
year in that war and his desire
is to remain there indefi-
mitely.”

Larkin said he supports
a “practical and prudent”
removal of U.S. troops.

“Bottom line, I would rely
upon military advice that as a
lay person I am not privy to,
military not political, Bush
and McCotter make decisions
based on politics,” he said.

Larkizn said the government
has not been treating veterans
with the respect and support
they deserve.

Right in the Heari si Downtown Plymouth

Amss from Kellngg Park

Banuuets Ava:lahlelorzﬂ 200 pe "me' '
call Gayle Morones for more mfm‘mﬁ

‘ '1_ casual nmmu Exaeﬂehse'
neciaiizing in alian Cuisine
350 S. Main su'eel __

Plymouth
[734] 416 l!l n&-»

Visi gur sister restamant .
ight rext daor.

' -S'fma/frmy i Stoak & %m‘éw’ .

33!] S fitain Streel » Plumuulh
{73lt] 416-9340

“We should spare no
expense when our veterans
come home from war,” he
said.

On the domestic side,
Larkin said the Bush admin-
istration has been too focused
on bailing out banks and
investment institutions rather
that helping people facing
foreclosure.

“What can be done to help
those people?” he said. “Every
person who goes into foreclo-
sure results in your house and
my house declining in value.
That’s what I'm locking at.”

Larkin said he supports
laws that would penalize lend-
ers who do not follow good

business practices.

“Those people who have lost
their jobs through no fault
of their own should be given
every opportunity to stay in
their home. If they are not
given those opportunities,
foreclosures affect every one |
of us," hesaid, |

Larkin said trade agree-.
ments can be a good thing
for consumers, but that the
North American Free Trade
Agreement and others have
‘hurt the economy and sent
jobs overseas to countries that
do not have the same worker
and envirpnmental protec-
tions that the U.S. has.

“If we invite products in
from countries that do not
provide the same protec-
tions, we are not playing on
an even playing field. That's
what I want with any trade
agreement,” he said. “The
American economy has the
best, the smartest, the most
productive workers in the
world, but-when they are not
allowed to compete on an
even playing field, they are at
a disadvantage.” :

Larkin said existing immi-
gration laws need to be more
vigorously enforced.

“My family came from
immigrants, [ have nothing
against immigrants, but I
am for legal immigration,” he
said. “That’s the only way it
should occur.”

On the energy issue, Larkin
is a strong supporter of hydro-
‘gen cell technology as one way

* to reduce dependence on for-

eign oil but not the only way.

Congressmnal Dlstnct seat

“My desire is to rely upon
scientists to tell us what are
the best avenues to go, so it
is not just the hydrogen fuel
cell,” he said. “I'm for biomass,
I'm for solar, I'm for wind,

I'm for hydro. I want to spend
American investment in any
of those areas.”

He said more immediately
using E85 ethanol would be a
good way to cut down on oil
importation.

PRO-LIFE CONCERNS

Torn Spencer said the only
issue on which he parts com-
pany with Larkin is abortion.
Larkin is anti-abortion. He
said he doesn't see the abor-
tion issue as a factorasit _
is the Senate that confirms
Supreme Court appoint-
ments, But he said he thinks
McCotter’s pro-life position is
inconsistent.

“It seems the only area he’s
concerned about pro-life is
when you're in the womb and
not when you come out of the
womb,” he said. “For example,
he-voted against extension
of health care benefits for
poor children. That is an area

~ where I absclutely would have

voted yes.”

Larkin is collecting petition
signatures before the May 13
filing deadline. He said he
would be willing to debate
Kreiwall in the primary cam-
paign and McCotter in the
general election campaign.

hgallagher@hometownlife.com
(734) 953-2149

A Research Study on Neuropathic Pain...

If you are 18 years old or older and suffer from
Chronic Neuropathic Pain, you may qualify to partici-
pate in a research study. All qualified participants will
receive study related evaluations, testing, and study
drug {or p'laf:ebo) at no cost. Participants will also be
compensated for their time and travel.

Please contact a Research Nurse at Michigon
Head*Pain and Neurologlcol Institute; phone (734)
677- 6000, op’non 4.

| Lecifn more about parficipating in research studies at
www.MHNLcom.

The Michigan Head-Pain & Neurological Institute
3120 Professional Drive « Ann Arbor, M 48104
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BALANCES OF $50000,0R HIGHER

With rates like these

3% Charter One

Not your typical bank?®

, maybe you should choose both.
Call 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find your fit at charterone.com
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Mamber FDIC. All accounts sublact to individual approval. Ses a banker for datails. Offers valid in M onfy, GD: Annual Percentags Yield (4PY) is accurate 2s of this publication date. 2.50% APY applies to the 8-month term. Limited-time offer may b withdfawn at any time. This offer cannot be combiaed with any ather G alfer. Circle Gold Checking Account ©

with $100 minimum opening deposit Is required, Othar rates and terms avaifable. Minimum opening term deposit $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. HYS: Account cannot be accsssed using an ATM or Debit Card, $10,000 minimum opening deposit is required. Persanat accounts only. $5,000,000 maximum deposit per customer. Minimum

transaction amount of $10,000 for withdrawals, Nonquailfying transaction fee of $25 ¢ach for any withdrawal under $1 0,060 i ine statement Dt’.f[Od H\Qh YIer Savmgs Ancount APY based on coilected halances for new personal acoounts:
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Receiving awards as part of the Michigan Junior Miss Program were Adrienne Linskey of from Prudenville
(front row, from feft), Kiana Sledge of Inkster, 2008 Michigan Junior Miss Erin Wheeler of Plymouth, Whitney
Askew of Canton, Raven Rickard of Westland (back row, fmm left), Chelsey Knapper of Ciarkston and Katie
Ballman of Ann Arbor. ’

Plymouth teen is Michiqan Junior Miss

A Ladywood High of Clarkston was third run- Mitchell Company, Alabama
School senior will represent ner-up and received a $750 Power, Encore Rehabilitation,
Michigan at the America’s scholarship. Mobile Gas, Regions Bank

.Junior Miss Program in Other scholarship award and Wintzell’s Oyster House.
Mobile, Ala., in June. - winners were Whitney Askew  Local sponsors and dona-

Erin Wheeler of Plymouth  of Canton, the $500 Talent *  tions for this event included

was selected as the 2008 Award; Adrienrie Linskey the Kiwanis Club of Ann

of Prudenville, the $500.00
Scholastic Award winner, and
Kiana Sledge of Inkster, the
$250 Spirit of Junior Miss

Arbor, the Kiwanis Club
of Brooklyn, Ann Arbor -
Convention and Visitor's
Bureau, Children’s Music

Michigan Junior Miss during
the scholarship program held
at Washtenaw Community
College Saturday evening,

Seventeen contestants from  winner, Academy, Jan’s Dance
around the state competed - America’s Junior Miss Connection, The Comfort
program which awarded Program is the oldest and Inn, Affinia Group Inc,
$9,000 in college scholar- largest scholarship program  Mr. Spots, Domino’s Pizza
ship money. Wheeler received  for high school senior stu- Headgquarters, Subway, Great
-$3,500. Another $150,000 dents. Since America’s Junior- Harvest Bread Company,

in scholarship money willbe  Miss first began in 1958, Whole Foods, Kroger, BD'S .
awarded duiring the-June 28 more than $90 million dollars Mongolian BRQ, Smokehouse
national program. in college scholarships have  Blues, Dancer’s Edge, AAA,

" ‘Westland Junior Miss been awarded. the Bobo Family and the
Raven Rickard was the first Each year, 200 additional ~ Schultes Family.

runner-up. She received a college scholarships are More information about
$2,500 scholarship. Katie .available to contestants who  the Michigan’s Junior Miss

Ballmanof Ann Arbor was
second runner-up and
received $1,000 in scholar-
ship money. Chelsey Knapper

Program can be found online
at www.ajm.org or by contact-
ing state chairperson Lydia
Soroosh at {734) 426-4744.

participate in local, state,
and national Junior Miss
programs around the country. -
The naticnal sponsors are the

HOURLY JOBS OFFERED ON
HELP WANTED SIGNS

HOURLY JOBS OFFERED ON
SIGNS POSTED TO
TELEPHONE POLES

HOURLY JOBS OFFERED
ON THE GROCERY STORE
! BULLETIN BOARD

HOURLY JOBS OFFERED TGO
. THOSE WHO WAIT BY THE
FREEWAY ENTRANCE

HOURLY JOBS OFFERED ON
CAREERBUILDER.COM

© 2007 CareerBuilder, LLC. Al rights reserved.
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‘The best time we ever had’

Pioneering women ballplayers share tales of triumphs

BY JULIE BROWN
0BSERVER STAFF WRITER

“This was the greatest thing

in my life,” said Helen (Filarski)

Steffes of her six years play-

-ing in the All-American Girls

Professional Baseball League.

Friend and fellow athlete
Mary Moore agrees. |

“It felt great,” Moore said.
“That was the best time we ever
had.”

White Lake resident Moore
and Steffes of Harper Woods
spoke Saturday at a Women’s
History Month program at the
William P. Faust Public Library
of Westland. More than 100
people, including a group of
student-athletes, enjoyed the
two-hour program. Moore was
with the Battle Creek Belles,
one of several Michigan teams,
while Steffes started with the
Rockford (Iil.) Peaches.

“Madonna couldn’t come
today, she was busy,” Detroit
native Steffes joked, referring
to the movie A League of Their
Own, about women’s baseball,
directed by Penny Marshall.

She’d played with her broth-
ers and neighbor boys since she
was a little girl. She remem-
bered an angry nun in sixth-
grade making her write “Girls
do not play ball with the boys”
repeatedly.

“You should thank that sis-
ter because it made your arm
strong,” she joked about what
people later told her.

In high school, the boys coach
asked her to play Catholic Youth
Organization ball. A girls CYO -
started up, which she described
as getting "our foot in the door.”

In 1943, a women’s World
Series for softball was in
Detroit. Steffes was told that
“there’s a man here, he wants to
talk to you girls.” There'd been
nothing in the Detroit papers
about the women'’s pro league,

. started because of a shortage of

male players in World War IL.

DIAMOND GIRLS -

“Do you know what is going
on in Chicago?” her mother
said, refusing to sign for Steffes
when she was underage. Steffes,
whose nickname was Fil,
waited a year to turn 21 and
ended up trying out with 500
young women at Wrigley Field
in Chicago.

“Tlooked at the list and here
I was on Rockford,” said Steffes
who played third base. “Iwas a
hick* Other players were from
Catifornia and elsewhere and
were glamorous. Rockford was
filled with California girls and
they were good ballplayers.”

She and Moore remembered
the mandatory charm school
to teach players to be ladylike.
That had ended by the time
Moore played in the early 1950s.

Steffes was caught by her
Peaches manager pulling down
the fire escape for teammates
who were out after curfew and
got a “talking to.” She later got
some of her teeth knocked out
during a play in a championship

‘game.

" "You could get killed, bui
you'd be all right,” she said,
agreeing with Moore that there
were no team doctors and
wornen played hurt. :

Steffes went briefly to Peoria
and then Kenosha, a weak
team. She recalled going to

Havana, Cuba, for spring train-
ing,

“We went to Cuba in 47 and
we outdrew the Yankees,” she

Mary Moore goes for the fag at second base during an AAGPBL game. ~

said.

Like Steffes, Moore, whose
nickname was Sis, grew up
playing ball with boys in her
Lincoln Park neighborhood.
She helped her brother with his
paper route to earn money for

equipment.

Tigers shortstop Eddie Lake
lived nearby, and helped the
kids iearn.

“Ilearned how to judge the
balils,” Moore said.

She graduated from Lincoln
Park High in 1950, and was put
in touch by her English teacher
with an AAGPBL player. The
women practiced at the Kronk
gym in Detroit, where she met
Steffes.

“Jobs were pretty scarce still
back then,” said Moore, who got
abreak from one player’s dad,

a scout,

“Fil took me to South Bend
with her that spring. I guess I
played good enough.”

Moore was on a touring team
with 15 players. She played

second base. They played

exhibition games, sometimes
in cow pastures, with at least
two-three hours of practice
before the game, Their travels

took them to Yankee Stadium,
. Wwhere they met manager Casey

Stengel, Joe DiMaggioand
other Yankee greats. “I got to
see a lot of the country plus get
paid for it,” Moore said.

Her pay was $25 a week,
plus $21 for meals. The women
couldn’t wear shorts or slacks in
public.

“We had bed check every
night, on the bus we had chap-
erones,” Moore said.

Moore lost part of her fingers
in an industrial accident in the
off season while making auto
parts.

“I did go to spring training
that year, I was bound and
determined,” she said. She was
sent home, and called up at the
end of the 1951 season. “Tdid
get a contract in '52.”

Her injury hampered playing
and then she hurt her ankle and
was carried off the field. She “just
didn’t go back.” By then, atten-
dance was dropping as the league
ended in 1954. Steffes had left at
her boyfriend’s urging.

Rookie pay was $55 a week,

“that was how a lot of the girls
were able to go to college,”
Moore said, adding that she
took a pay cut when she went to
Michigan Bell to work,

Moore returned to amateur

"ball and did well. She now plays

slowpitch in Northville, and

. Steffes remains active,

MOVIE MEMORIES

The women were pep-~
pered with questions about.A
League of Their Own, which
they praised and said was 85
percent accurate with the rest
Hollywood (no heavy drinker

~ managers, for example, and no

catches made with splits). They
received letters in 1991 to go.to
Skokie, IlL., for tryouts for the
movie.

The former players, including
Steffes and Moore, spent 11 days
in Cooperstown, N.Y., “to make
that five minutes at the end” -
of the movie, Moore said. They
weren't in the Screen Actors
Guild so older actresses had the
speaking parts.

“We did have to show some
of them how to play ball,” noted
Moore, with Steffes draw-
ing laughs with “especially
Madonna.” -

“It was alot of fun, but I -
wouldn't want to do it again,”
Moore said of the filming.

-The women have yearly
reunions with a cruise out of -
Fort Landerdale on tap this

" year. Moore’s the oral historian

for the league and has recorded
about 180 such histories.

“When we're gone, nobody’s
going to know,” said Moore,
who threw out the first p1tch at
a Tigers game.

Cheryl Napsha, library direc-
tor, said the program generated
alot of excitement and phone
calls, She organized the pro-
gram through the league Web
site,

“Obviously, thisis a toplc of
interest,” said Napsha. “We’re -
very lucky we've got two women

. living within driving distance.:

T'm just so happy to be able to
do this.”

Marian Stack of Redford was
glad she came,

“The program was awesome,
just very informative,” she said,
waliting with the crowd for
autographs. She’s a baseball fan
and liked “just listening to the
stories of what they had to go.

- through.” Stack admires thelr

dedication.

“I thought it was great,”
added student athlete Lauren
Adlof, 17, of Canton, “I thought
it was really interesting.” Tlie
Huron Valley Lutheran High
School-Westland senior plays
varsity basketball, volleyba]l
and softball.

The Redford Union ngh
School girls JV and varsity soft-
ball players attended and had
a group picture taken with the
speakers. They came “to listen
to the stories,” said freshman .
Lauren Brenner of Redford, 15,
2 varsity player who found it

“interesting,”

The women played an 120-
game season in a game that
progressed from underhand
fastpitch to sidearm to over-
hand between 1943 and 1954.."

“The more you play, thé bet~
ter you get,” Steffes told today’s
young athletes, who sormetiies

. are distracted by other pursuits,

“There has been a lot of cTy-
ing in baseball, she added,
referring to the movie’s trade-
mark line of “There’s no crylng
in bascball”

Closed Sun.
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File your past federal tax returns now, you'll feel better

. recent Internal Revenue Service
press release states there are
Y % $1.2 biliion worth of unclaimed
tax refunds for more than 1 million
people who failed to file their 2004
tax return. There are approximately
47,000 Michigan residents who
would be entitled to nearly $600
million in tax refunds if they filed
their return. To receive the money,
you must file your return by April
15, 2008. After April 15, your refund
goes to the U.S. Treasury. You still
have a few weeks to file your return
and receive a refund from 2004.
Unfortunately, when it comes to
taxes, there is always a caveat. If you
file your 2004 tax return and are
entitled to a refund, the IRS may not

send it if you have
not filed your 2005
or 2006 returns.
Also, individuals
who have not filed
tax returns may
not receive their
economic stimulus
tax rebate from the

Money Matter

\ ast returns have
CR _ moe Eeen filed.
There is always a
sense of anxiety for
_ peop]e who have not filed past tax
returns. They are worried that the
IRS or the state of Michigan will
catch up with them.
The best way to remove the anxiety

government until the

is to file past tax returns. Even if you
owe money, it is better for to file the
return — even though it’s late — than

‘to have the state-or the IRS contact-

you. Both are easier to deal with
when you voluntarily come forth.

The IRS, in particular, is much easier
to deal with in waiving penalties or -
structuring a payment plan when you
voluntarily file.

Over the years, I've dealt with indi-
viduals who have not filed returns for
a number of years and then eventu-
ally come clean. They all said they felt
a sense of relief, even though many of
them owed taxes, interest and penal-
ties.

One note regarding tax refunds.

had an extension for their 2006 tax
return and filed in October 2007.
They have not received their refund
and their assumption was since they
filed for an extension, the refund
would be delayed. My advice is to be
proactive. Go to the IRS Web site
(www.irs.gov} and click on “Where’s
my refund?” By entering some basic
information, you can check the status
of your refund.

In this case, the IRS had a wrong
address. The taxpayer corrected the
address and received the refund.

Although many are curtently fil-
ing tax returns, a lot of taxpayers
receive an extension. It is important
to remember that while extensions
are automatic, the extension to pay

any tax owed is not. If you owe the
IRS money, you pay now rather than
later. If you do not, you can be forced
to pay interest and penalties.

I am often asked whether exten-
sions increase the risk of an audit.
The answer is no. What increases the
risk of audit is not filing an accurate
return - not including certain infor-
mation or mathematical errors, those
mistakes increase your risk of audit.

Rick -Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
questions at meneymatters@hometownlife.
com. For more information, visit Rick's

Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.
com, You can hear Rick from noon fo 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

[RISH FLUTE PLAYER ON TAP

Seamus Tansey, the King of
the Concert Flute, performs at
8 p.m. Friday, April 4, at The
Gaelic League, 2068 Mlchlgan
Ave,, Detroit.

The cost is a $15 donation.
For more information, call
(313) 537-3489.

" Tansey has won the All-
Ireland competition multiple
times. He's made appearances
on Irish national television
since the 1950s. Tansey grew
up in the west of Ireland in the
1940s and ‘50s when economic
times were hard and food was
rationed. Tansey realized early
that he was one of the privi-
leged inheritors of 2 mythical
and magical legacy.

Tansey is an accomplished
traditional ballad singer, poet,
author, and verse speaker
as well as story teller in the
ancient Irish tradition.

I recently met with someone who

Women to Work helps job hunters

The Women to Work pro-

gram at JVS will hold an infor-

mational meeting 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, April 29, at its offices,
29699 Southfield Road, north
of 12 Mile in Southfield.

Judy Richmond, Women to
Work coordinator, said, “This
is a program designed for
women who are highly moti-
vated to enter or re-enter the
workforce.” The women will
be able to begin employment
immediately, she said.

There are no geographi-
cal restrictions, she said of
the program, which includes
women who've been home car-
ing for family members. The
program following the infor-
mational meeting will consist
of 10 sessions, starting May 6,
9 a,m. to noon Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

Response has been good,
with a lot of women from
Livonia and Canton area sign-
ing up for past sessions, she's
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Howe students achieve
through self-confidence,

self-discipline, leadership, .
respect and organization

There are no geographical
restrictions, she said of the
program, which includes women
who've been home carmq for
family members,

found. Women to Work cov-
ers resumes, interviews, job

~ search, stress management,

“identifying interests and apti-
tudes.”

Also coveéred are personal
style, and opportunities to
meet with employers directly.
If you plan to participate, call
Richmond at (248) 233-4232
in advance to register for the

informational meeting regis-
tration. ‘

There is no cost, with Charter
One covering costs for partici-
pants.

The program will cover
“Success in the Workplace” on
how to maintain employment
as well, she said. “My groups are
bigger than ever.” She’s had 16,
compared to eight-10 in the past.

“Obviously, it’s a sign of the
times.” There are also more
professionals, with two attor-
neys in the last group.

“It’s also a way for people to
prepare themselves as fully as
they can for a successful job
search,” she said.

- By Julie Brown
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+ FREE denture consultation
. * Same-day dentures with extraction
+ Interest-free payment plans

+ Most insurance accepted

Allcaredante

Livonia. 734 522-3100- In the new Wonderkand Viliage, in frant of Target

Auburn Hills 248 335-5706 - Off 75, ¢

.
LY ¥ A i 4 I R ata el
voanwhowemilitary.com

You Are Invited
to a reception

Thursday, April 3, 2008 7pm - 9pm
Location:

The Inn at St. John’s

Golf & Conference Center
44045 Five Mile Road #

Fully accredlted by the NCA, ISACS and the State of Indiana
1-888-GO-2-HOWE » (1-888-462-4693)

s from Great Lakes Grossing Mall on Baldwin id

Complete 10 Week Course

’2
“$is Boek Fee

Plymouth, MI 48170

Visit www.ewidetroitwindsor.org to learmn about how
you can get involved and for upcoming mesiings.

Wednesday, May 14, 2008
Past President Recognition :
5:30 p.m. -~ 8:00 p.m., Motor City Casino

EWI Detroit-Windsor Annua! Fundraiser .

March 19 - April 13, 2008

' 248-377-3300 www.mbtheatre.com

THE

@bserver G Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS
HOMETOWRNLIFE.COM

“Nunsense”

Support literacy
programs in
Detroit-Windsor!

Purchase your book

online today!
www.yoursforthedreaming.com.

PROCEEDS FROM BOOK SALES SUPRORT
EWl'S DETROITWINCSOR CHAFTER
LITERAGY FROGRAMS,

Friday, June 13, 2008




Thursday, ', 2008

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

OUR VIEWS

Marketing city
will help it grow

Someone once said that you have to blow your own
horn because no one else will. It’s true for individuals,
businesses and communities. If you want to grow, you
have to let people know who you are and what you have
to offer, They won’t come looking for you, you have to
go looking for them.

That’s the idea behind Economic Development
Director Lori Fodale going to Las Vegas next month
for the Global Retail ‘Real Estate Convention. Fodale
will spend four days in Las Vegas getting the word out
to anyone who'll listen that Westla.nd has a lot to offer
new businesses,

There are too many empty factories in Michigan, a
testament to the new world economy. Communities
can no longer rely on a dominant industry spinning off
further economic growth. They need to market them-
selves.

An international retailer looking to locate in south-
eastern Michigan needs to know what Westland has
available — a variety of housing options, a well-defined
shopping and restaurant district, good recreational
opportunities and 21st century education.

That’s what Fodale will be doing in Las Vegas. If
you think that’s a frivolous expenditure, especially in
these dire economic times, take a look at Canton. How
do you think Canton landed the IKEA store? It wasn’t
happenstance. Canton sought out IKEA. It marketed
the community and the end result is a destination
retailer which has spurred new development in and
around the store. ]

Westland can do the same thing, but it won't happen
unless the city makes it happen. Sending Fodale to Lag
Vegas this year and having a table at the convention
next year are good first steps. Because of her experi-
ence with the business community, Fodale has a strong
working knowledge about Westland. And her time as
chamber president has given her the marketing acu-
men to attract new business to the city. If she is able
to attract just one new business, the trip will be well
worth it.

Westland Shopping Center is a very successful
regional shopping center that brings in people from

around the area. That’s evident with the thriving res- -

taurant row that lines the roads leading to it. But there
are vacancies, especially the big box stores like Sam’s
Club and Best Buy. Filling them is no easy task, but we
think the city is following a wise path to expanding its
tax base,

This is a business trip that will introduce Westland
to the world and quite possible bring the world to this
community. We'll be waiting to hear all about it.

Focus:HOPE marks
40 years of service

For 40 years, Focus:HOPE has proven the wisdom of
that venerable Chinese saying, “Give a man a fish and you
feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him
for a lifetime.”

The Detroit organization grew from the ruins of the
1967 Detroit race riot. The Rev. William Cunningham
and Eleanor Josaitis co-founded Focus:HOPE with a
dream of bringing the area’s black and white remdents
together for a brighter future.

The organization’s mission statement says it best:
“Recognizing the dignity and beauty of every person, we
pledge intelligent and practical action to overcome rac-
ism, poverty and injustice. And to build a metropolitan
community where all people may live in freedom, har-
mony, trust and affection. Black and white, yellow, brown
and red from Detroit and its suburbs of every economic
status, national origin and religious persuasion we join in
this covenant.”

The key words are practical and intelligent — a hand
up, not just a handout. In addition to providing food for
the needy and a child care center, Focus:HOPE provides
an educational opportunity through numerous programs
that provide training, from helping high school graduates
upgrade their skills to a state-of-the-art machinist train-
ing program to working with local universities to provide
a degree program in engineering.

Father Cunningham died in 1997. Later that same year,
a devastating tornado ripped through the organization’s
Oakman Boulevard campus, causing more than $18 mil-
lion in damage.

 But with support from Detroit’s business community,
Josaitis and the Focus:HOPE board and staff persevered.
They continue to offer help and hope to people from
throughout metro Detroit.

We salute Josaitis and the organization she helped
found and build. It is 2 bright beacon toward a better

- future for our community.
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.Become a blood donor

In the past I have written editorials
about-a wide variety of things — teach-

- ers, sports, politics, our park, the great

kids in our program and many cther
things.

However, today I am writing about
something else very important. Did you
know that you are able to give blood
every 56 days? Well, you can. Did you -
know that almost every week there is a
shortage of blood needed to save lives?
Did you know that you can help? Well,
here is how you can.

I try and give blood every 56 days
Why? Because I want to. I think about
the people that are injured in accidents
and need OUR BLOOD. I am 0 nega-
tive.

And whenever I am around my 56
days, someone calls me and reminds
me. This past Friday they were so low
with stored blood, the shelves were
almost empty. We all can make a differ-
ence. If you call 10 people and those 10
people call ... Well, you know where I
am going with this, We can all help.

The best way to do this is to call and
set up an appointment. You can walk
in, but believe me, T have been doing
this for a long time, call and set it up.
The number is pretty easy, (800) GIVE-
LIFE or you can call (888) 288-2525.

I know some people hate needles,

I know I do. As many times as I have
been around I have been on a pin cush-
ion. It hurts for a minute, and then

you sit back and relax, bring a book

or newspaper, but the best thing is to
bring is yourself.

If you have a computer, e-mail
friends. If you work for a big business
— heck, even a small business — spread
the word. Like I said, if everyone can .
tell 10 people and so on then I could be
writing about different things to make
your day. So.help make the day of those
that need it and make that call. Thanks.

Bud Somerville
Westland

Lessons of Bear Stearns

‘Re: Rick Bloom’s article “Investors
can learn from Mistakes made by Bear
Stearns.” [ appreciate Bloom’s spin to
extract some wholesome lessons from
this.sordid episode, but the real lesson
is quite different from what he por-
trays.

Bloom happily forgets to mention
that although it’s the Bear Stearns
CEO who made the bad decisions, the
deal he struck with JP Morgan and the
Federal Reserve still lets him keep his
cushy job, his golden parachute, plug
about $55 million. It’s the employees
who lost their jobs and all their retire-
ment benefits and the value of their
stock.

We're supposed to have a capitalistic
system. We have unlimited opportunity
to succeed, and unlimited.opportunity
to fail. If we succeed we enjoy the fruits
of our labor. If we fail, we take it on the
chin like a man, and move on. That’s
how it is supposed to be.

But there’s a big difference WHO

LETTERS

. fails. Thétfs where the real lesson is.

If you have to fail in America, be a big
time CEO and go with a spectacular
bang. Then the Federal Reserve will
work overtime to rescue you from the
capitalistic system and let you keep
your job, your retirement benefits and
the company expense account. You
understand it's doing al! this not to save
you personally, but to avoid a credit
crunch, a market meltdown and world-
wide panic. But if you re a small-time
homecwner who can't pay his mort-
gage, you're just plain out of luck. Take
it on the chin like 2 man and move on!
Desi Namoorkaran

Canton

Digging for facts

Ijust read the letter to the editor
from Bill Piner, complaining about
the Qbserver story on Alex Letkemann
passing a polygraph test, and I have to
wonder; what is he so upset about?

I don't remember a letter from him
complaining about the mediabeing a
“PR agent” for the prosecutor, when
they were splashing “Thrill Kill” all
over the place. The prosecutor’s office
then promptly sought a gag order keep-
ing anyone responsible from respond-
ing. Where was the moral outrage then?

I, for one, am glad that the Observer
is digging for facts that we would not
otherwise hear about. Polygraph tests,
while not admissible in court, are rou-
tinely used by investigators AND pros-
ecutors to preclude suspects or point
them in the right direction. Why not
now? This is a valid question that will
NOT be answered in court.

J. Brinemor

Plymouth

Helping workers

If youre a younger worker, retirement

_probably seems like a lifetime away. In .
fact, you may wonder if your contribu-

tions to Social Security, deducted from
your paycheck, actually cover you for

“anything right now.

By working in a job covered by Social
Security, you automatically get disabil-
ity and survivor insurance protection.
A worker under age 24 who pays Social
Security taxes for just 1 1/2 years ig cov-
ered. A worker under age 31 who pays
Social Security taxes for half the time
elapsed since age 21 is also covered.

If you're like most workers, you
probably den’t have private long-term
disability insurance. But you do have
disability protection through Social
Security, which will provide benefits to
you and your family, if you become dis-
abled. About three in 10 of today’s 20-
year-olds will become disabled hefore
reaching age 67, so it could happen to.
you. The average disability benefit paid
to a worker with a spouse and two chil-
dren in 2008 is about $1,690 a month.

Social Security also provides sur-
vivors benefits. It is a sad truth that
about one of seven young Americans
can expect to die before reaching age

67. Social Security’s survivors insur-
ance pays an average monthly benefit
in 2008 of $2,243 for a spouse and two
children of a young worker with average
wages who dies.

It’s good to think ahead to retire-
ment, but Social Security is more than
that. It provides you and your family
with protection now,

For more information on how Social
Security protects younger and older
Americans alike, visit our Web site at

www.socialsecurity.gov or call us at

(800) 772-1213 or TTY (800) 325-0778.
Frances Heimes-Savickis,

public affairs specialist -
Sociai Security Administration

Defend the Constitution

Congress was expected to take up the
issue of warrantless wiretapping and
immunity for the telecoms (recently),
as it considers changes to the FISA law.
The message from the people should be
loud and clear:

Do not capitulate to the Bush admin-
istration by offering amnesty to the
telecoms. The administration broke
the law with regards to the warrant-
less wiretapping program. Americans
expect the leadership in Congress
10 uphold the law and defend the
Constitution, which protects the right
to privacy.

Silvestre Reyes, chairman of the
House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, in a recent letter to
the president, wrote that it is an insult
to the America people to suggest that

. blocking immunity for past acts by the

telecommunication industry would
harm national security — an argument
the administration often uses, and
noted that we should not allow our-
selves to be scared into suspending the
Constitution.

Chairman Reyes proclaimed: “T
for one, do not intend to back down
— not to the terrorists and not to any-
one, including a president, who wants
Americans to cower in fear”

Let’s hope he, and the rest of the
leaders in Congress, stand by those
words,

Katie Jacob
Birmingham

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your fetters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters-be 400
words or Jess. We may ed!t for. cJarsty space
and content.

Mai:

Letters to the editor
Westland Qbserver
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, il 48150

Fax:
(734)459-4224

E-rnail:
smasen@hometowniife.com

QUOTABLE

“Ne passed up being play directors to be the musical directors. This is blgqer and better and we can dance.”

- Dayna Krushlin about being an assistant director of John Glenn High School’s spring musical, **High School

Musical,” next week
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Local land bank shows promise
in Flint's rocky real estate market

very dark cloud has a silver lining — or so

we need to hope. One thing we know is

; that we've got so many dark clouds these

days in Michigan, that it is vitally important

to seek out any silver linings which might help

balance out the gloom and doom.

And one has been discovered

{ shining proudly in ... Flint,

of all places, For the last few

| years, there has been a horse

race between Flint and Detroit

i for the title of Michigan’s.

Grimmest Urban Area. If any- -

thing, Flint might be in worse

shape. According to statistics

_ from the U.S. Department of

Labor, unemployment in the

Flint metropolitan area is 9.5
percent, nearly tops in the nation and worse
than Detroit’s 8.2 percent:

Unemployment just in the city of Flint was
far worse still — 16.6 percent in January. Not
surprisingly, the city has had persistent trouble
balancing its budget. Things got so bad in
2002 that the state had to take over the city
and send in a receiver, or emergency financial
manager to resolve the accumnulated $35 mil-
lion deficit.

These days, things are not much better.

Enter Dan Kiidee, the Genesee County trea-
surer. At 46, he's an imposing but youthful fig-
ure who looks very much like the big kid who
used to be a defenseman for his high school
hockey team.

The Kildee family is prominent in Genesee
County politics. His uncle, Dale, has represent-
ed the area in the U.S, Congress since 1977.
Dan started early — very early. He was elected
to the Flint Board of Education at age 18, and
then served as chair of the Genesee County
Commission until he was elected county trea-
surer in 1996.

He’s also become someéthing of a national

- celebrity for having managed a remarkably
successful “land bank” to control Flint’s vacant
properties, flight blight and stimulate urban
redevelopment.

The credit crunch and mortgage meltdown
hit distressed communities especially hard.

In Genesee County, there are around 5,000
homes in foreclosure, out of a total of 170,000
houses.

National statistics suggest that when a house
is foreclosed, other houses on the block lose
1 percent of their value each month and the
neighborhood crime rate goes up by around 2
percent. Unoccupied homes don’t pay taxes to
sustain city services, while they cost taxpayers
money to board them up against vandals and
cut and clean up overgrown yards.

Enter local land banks. They buy distressed
properties on the cheap and either demolish
them or rehab and resell them. According to
Kildee, “The properties that are foreclosed
are often perfectly good houses. Left to their
own devices, the mortgage companies and the

banks often will choose to dump them on the .
market, liquidate their investment and walk
away from a damaged community.”

Kildee says his land bank has negotiated
to buy 184 Fannie Mae (Federal National
Mortgage Association) owned houses under
foreclosure in Flint for $34,000, But their
appraised value is $3.8 million. “If we take a
long-term view, we can rehabilitate and resell
these properties, returning them to the city’s

- housing stock and fighting the kind of blight

that comes with lots of foreclosures.”

Profits from the resold houses are used to
finance further land bank activities. And put-
ting such a long-term player into the local real
estate market prevents speculators from buy-
ing and “flipping” houses and perpetuating
neighborhood blight.

This is not penny-ante stuff. Smce it was
started in 2002, the Flint land bank has
demolished 800 rundown houses and built
200 single-family homes and apartments. This
year, it will spend around $30 million, much
of it from private investors, in renovating two

historic hotels in downtown Flint. “If this kind

of stuff works in Flint, which has to be one of
the worst-off real estate markets in the coun-
try, it can work anywhere,” Kildee said.

More to the point, Kildee’s land bank rep-
resents an innovative way for government to
solve problems by aligning what it does with
market forces. “The land bank represents a
better way government should operate,” Kildee
said, “Too often, governments are only inter-
ested in increasing tax revenues. Instead,
weTe interested in restoring equity value for
homeowners, in stabilizing the local real estate
market, in reducmg blight and redeveloping
the community.”

Kildee has received a fair a.mount of noto-
riety for his work with the land bank. He was
featured in a recent article in the Wall Street
Journal, and he’s been invited to teach at
Harvard and MIT and advise communities all
around the country.

There are already rumblings from
Democrats statewide that he might be a formi-
dable candidate for governor in 2010. For now,
however, he wants to stay focused on the enor-
mous task before him.

“At the end of the day, we've got to realize
that government needs to work with the eco-
nomic system rather than against it,” Kildee
said. “A land bank like ours is a terrific, com-
mon-sense way to help communities.”

And when it works as well as his apparently
does, it represents an innovative and much-
needed glittering silver lining in the storm
system that has been pounding Michigan for
years,

Phil Power is fourder and president of The Center for
Michigan, a think tank which based in Ann Arbor, The
opinions expressed here are Power's and do not repre-
sent official views of The Center. Power welcomes reader
comment at ppewer@thecenterformichigan.net.

What ever happened to
relevance and relationships?

® igh schools in Michigan are now in the
rocess of implementing the rigorous

: set of statewide graduation require-
ments which make up the Michigan Merit
Curricu]um (MMC). When the state enacted disengagement (commonly referred to as
legislation on high school “senioritis”) for students in their last year of
reform in 2006, it was based « high school.

on a three-pronged initiative In order to meet the graduation require-
that included - rigor, rel- ments, some schools are locking students
evance and relationships. into a tight academic sequence that deprives

The emphasis on rigor them of the opportunity of trying out other
§ in the Michigan Merit ~ career poss1b1ht1es through mternslnps or
Curriculum has taken pre- practical experienices.
cedence over the importance Another important consideration driving
of relevance and relation- the high school reform is the student failure
ships. We at the Michigan rate. The increased content expectations in .
Association for Supervision  middle school and high school have resulted
and Curriculum Development in more students retained, which often cor-
urge teachers, administrators, school board  relate with the student dropping out at a
members, parenis and the larger community later grade. Dropping out is the outcome of a
to collaborate on examining the lack of atten- = long process of disengagement and alienation
tion for relevance and relationships by asking that is preceded by other types of withdrawal
questions and doing more now. It is time that such as truancy, suspension and failing '
relevance and relationships take their proper classes. ‘
place as a major focus in the high school The Michigan Association for Supervision
reform process. and Curriculum Development supports the

The new Michigan Merit Curriculumnot ~ Whole Child initiative, which states that
only increased the number of credits but also  all children must be healthy, safe, engaged,
identified specific credits such as algebra supported and challenged, Michigan ASCD
I, geometry and algebra II, and a credit in believes that their support for the Whole
either chemistry or physics. Students cur- Child means ensuring that Michigan stu~
rently in ninth-grade are the first group that  dents have an education that includes not
must meet the new requirements. only rigor, but also relevance and relation-

In arder to address these higher expec- ships.
tations, many high schools are looking at Increasing the rigor of the high school
ways to help students meet the additional curriculum zlone will not keep students
credit requirements. Some of the options connected to their learning, nor keep them
include changing the school year from two in school long enough to gain the necessary
to three semesters (trimesters) thus enabling knowledge and skills to be successful con-
students to take more classes per year and tributors to the global world.
provide for additional class time to learn It is clear that the concept of rigor in the
the material. Another option is to provide three-pronged reform initiative has been
additional time for learning by requiring addressed, but in the rush to ensure high
some students to take two periods of math expectations and more rigor for students, the
each day, thus reducing available class time  other two, equally important concepts of rel-
for othér classes such as arts, career techni-  evance and relationships, have largely been
cal education, foreign language, ete., which  ignored.
would fit a wider variety of student interests
and talents.

There was much discussion around the
future needs of students as these reforms
were developed. Many educators, parents
and students emphasized the need to make

the senior year meaningful and relevant to
the real world. Evidence from research stud-
ies, as well as testimony by students, parents
and educators presented the problem of

udih Dorsh

Judith Borsch Backes of Rochester Hilis is a beard
member of the Michigan Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development and a school perfor-
mance and accredifation consultant with the Macomb
Intermediate School District.
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Keeping track

Area boys teams bank on stalwarts

_ BYBRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

There’s no shortage of star talent
when it comes to Observerland bays
track entering the 2008 season.

Defending Western Lakes Activities
Association and Division 1 regional
champion Livonia Churchill returns

. junior pole vaulter Derik Peterman,
who cleared 14 feet, 1 inch, to place
eighth in last year’s state meet and
won the WLAA meet.

The Chargers also return senior
Brandon Grysko, the school record

holder in the 1,600~
See boys track meter run along
capsule outlooks, B3. with senior Billy

Gutowski, who was
the WLAA champion in the long jump
and the only returning member from
Churchill’s state runner-up 1,600 retay
team.

“Once we get everyone into the fray,
our goal is to repeat as WLAA confer-
ence champs, though we will compete
against several talented teams to do
so,” Churchill 13th-year coach Rick
Austin said. “What I especially love
about coaching track and field is
watching a group develop and reach
their potential. I think that we have a
‘group with tremendous potential.”

Churchill’s main competitor will
once again be Livonia Stevenson,
which finished 5-0 in the Lakes
Division of the WLAA and captured
the Observerland Relays.

The Spartans, runners-up in both
the WLAA and Division 1 regional
meets to the Chargers, have star qual-
ity as well with the return of senior
twins Myles and Mitchell White.

Myles was the area’s top long jump-
er, who placed eighth in Division 1 and
set a schiool record with an area-best
22-3. He also was the WLAA cham-
pion in the 110 hurdies and qualified
for the state meet with a fourth-place
finish at the regional (14.46). Myles
also set a Stevenson school record in
the 300 hurdles (39.21).

Mitchell excels in the high jump,
hurdle and will help fill out relay
events. :

“This will be the first season we

John Glenn

have a large number of seniors on the
team,” Stevenson fifth-year coach
Scott Shaw said. “We have a total of
15. As a team we're looking forward

to being competitive throughout the
season. We have many returnees who
have scored a number of varsity points
throughout their careers at Stevenson.
Mitchell and Myles (White) have been
competing well indoors. Mitchell has
gone 6-10 in the high jump, while
Myles went 22-8 in the long jump.
Both are doing well in the hurdles.”

One of the WLAA's most improved
teams could be Westland John Glenn,
led by senior Larry Dawkins who was the
WLAA champion in the 100 and 200, as
well as finishing sixth in the Division 1
state finals in the 200. He tied the school
record in the 100 (10.6) and owns the
school record in the 200 (22.1), Dawkins
also anchored Glenn’s school record 400
relay team, which eclipsed a 32-year
mark with a clocking of 43.5.

Glenn finished 13th out of 31 teams
with 18 points in last weekend’s
Ambrose Relays held at Eastern
Michigan University as senior new-
comer Keshawn Martin, headed for
Michigan State on a football scholar-
ship, captured the long jump with a
leap of 22 fect, 2.25 loches.

Dawkins added a fourth in the 60
dash {7.15) and anchored Glenn’s 800
sixth-place retay team which also
included JaJuan Marks, Corey Davis
and Martin (1:36.64).

Both Livonia Franklin and Wayne
Memorial hope to move up the ranks
inthe WLAA,

Please see TRACK, B3
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TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Franklin's Darell Myree, crossing the tape in the 100-meter dash in a meet fast year against Wayne,
returns for his senior year for the Patriots.

BY BRAD EMONS

_—

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

. Livonia’s Megan Fox is no
longer flying under the radar.

The 15-year-old sophomore
from Stevenson High School,
who swims year-round for the
Novi Sturgeons, earned her
first U.8. Olympic Trials cut
last weekend in the 400-meter
individual medley with a first-
place time of 4:54.93 at the
Central Zone Section 3 meet
of the Speedo Championship
Series held in Indianapolis,
Ind.

It was hard to tell who was
more excited by the perfor-
mance — Fox or Kevin Hafner,
who serves as one of her three
coaches along with Bob Jenrow
‘and Mark Winter.

“I was hoping to get it after
all the work I've done and all
the training,” said Fox, who
needed a 4:55.89 or better to

qualify and now ranks 43rd
nationally. “You don’t know
if you can, but I knew I was
on track for the cut. I said to

Livonia Stevenson sophomore Megan Fox earned a U.S. Olympic Trials berth
last weekend in the 400 IM with a time of 4:54.93.

myself, ‘Oh, my gosh, I'm doing
great. The last 100 meters
you're tired, but he (Hafner)
was going crazy, running up-

and-down the pool deck. And
everybody on the team was
jumping up and down, I knew

I was on pace to do it. And by
that time you want it more than
ever, not only for me, but for my
swim coaches.”

Fox is in select company.

The last two Stevenson
students to qualify for Trials,
which start June 29 in Omaha,
Neb., were 1996 Atlanta
Summer Games Olympic gold
medalist Sheila Taormina (4 x
200 freestyle relay) and Anne
Aristeo, who later swam for
Stanford University.

The 5-foot-4 Fox also came
close last weekend to qualifying
in three other events including
the 200 butterfly, which she
placed first in 2:16.79, just a
10th of a second off the Trials
standard.

“Even though I was just off
the cut, I was sc excited when
T hit the wall,” Fox said. “Tt was

Livonia swimmer, 15, makes grade for Olympic Trials

still a great time for me.”

Fox also placed fourth in the
200 IM in 2:20.71, just missing
the cut of 2:20.49. She added
an eighth place in the 100 but-
terfly (1:02.89), just 5-10ths

from qualifying.
“We were a little shocked

. because we expected her to

make it in the 100 butterfly
that evening,” said Hafner, the
Franklin High boys and girls
vargity coach. “There was some
disbelief with what she had
done. I think she saw her team-
mates cheering her on. And the
way the guys were reacting, she
knew something special may be
happening.”

Fox will attempt to earn
three more U.S Trials cuts this -
weekend at 2 USA Swimming
Grand Prix Open meet, which
starts Friday in Columbus,
Ohio.

Please see TRIALS, B4

Clarenceville's No.

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When it came to Livonia
Clarenceville High athletic
events, Lowell Gumbert always
had the best seat in the house.

- Alongtime fixture at bas-
ketball, football, volleyball and
baseball-softball games for
nearly 40 years, Clarenceville’s
No. 1 booster died early
Tuesday morning of a reported
respiratory failure at the age
of 87,

. “You won't find a bigger fan,”
Clarenceville athletic director
Kevin Murphy said. “He was a

good fan, a good booster. You
won't find a better man.”
Gumbert was born in South
Bend, Ind., and grew up in
nearby Knox, Ind.
He migrated to the Detroit

area to work at Ford Motor Co.

in the parts depot located on
Middlebelt Road in Livonia

where he retired after 30 years.

Gumbert, who lived in
Redford, suffered a massive
heart attack on Sept. 2, 2007,

" almest 30 years to the day fol-

lowing his retirement, and
was later moved to Dorvin
Convalescent and Nursing
Center in Livonia.

Gumbert, a bachelor all
his life, had only one known
survivor, the wife of*a recently
passed first cousin.

Ome of the founding members
of the Clarenceville Booster
Club, his presence was missed
this season at Trojan sporting
events after he became ill.

“He didn't play sports, but
was a big sports fan growing
up, he loved all the sports,”
said Larry McKendry, a close
friend of Gumbert and father
of Clarenceville hoys basketball
coach Corey McKendry. “He
loved basketball especially, and
it did not matter whether it was

boys or girls. We used to ride
together to away games. He
never missed football games
particularly when the Shaw
brothers were playing and
he’d always be there at Corey’s
games when he played.”

Gumbert was highly active
in his church, Emmanue]
Lutheran in Dearborn Heights.
He also donated his time to Big
Brothers.

Clarenceville’s No. 1 fan
started attending games after
watching the son of a neighbor,
a Clarenceville student, play
summer baseball.

Lisa Burr, who served eight

1 fan Gumbert remembered

terms as Clarenceville’s Booster .

Club president before step-
ping down in 2000, first met
Gumbert while working behind
the scenes at athletic events.
“Next to his chureh, it was

‘Clarenceville,” Burr said. “I was

very close with him. We prob-
ably met 20 years ago when he
was manning the concession
booth. He took tickets, then
worked the booth, watched the
game, would came back in to
work at halftime, watched the
rest game, and then came back
after to close the stand,

Please see GUMBERT, B3.
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Mitera All-Regionai

University of Michigan
junior defenseman Mark
Mitera (Livonia) was
named to the NCAA -
All-East Regional team
following the top-seeded
Wolverines' 5-1 win
Friday over Niagara
University (N.Y.) and
2-0 victory Saturday
over Clarkson University
(NY) in Albany, N'Y.

Michigan, 33-5-4
overall, advances to the
NCAA's Frozen Four to
face Notre Dame in the
national semifinals on
Thursday, April 10 in
Denver, Colo.

Mitera, a 2006

- first-round pick of

the Anaheim Mighty
Ducks, had an assist
in the regional victory
over Clarkson.

He has two goals and
21 assists in 42 games
and ranks-second on-
the Wolverines with a
33-plus rating.

C'ville fund-raiser

Family, friends and
supports are invited
to attend a benefit
for the Clarencevilie
Ifigh Schoot Atliiatic
Boogter Club from 2-6
p.m. Sunday, April 6 at
Coaches Corner, loéat-
ed at 19170 Farmington
Road (at Seven Mile),
in Livonia. .

A percentage of all .
food sales will benefit the
Clarenceville Boosters.

A trivia game will start
at4 pm. The entryis *
$10 per person with first
prize being $200; second
prize, $100; third prize,

$50, There will alsobe a
50-50 raffle. )

. For more information
or to make donation,
call Jackie Hurst at
(248) 442-0216; or Kim
Bibik at (248) 777-0242.

MU fhionorees

Madonna University
grabbed three of the-
foutr Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference
weekly awards for
March 31in baseball
and softball. .

Senior pitcher Will
Kennedy (Westland -
John Glenn) was named
WHAC Pitcher of the-
Week afier establish-
ing the Crusaders’ new
career strikeout mark
with 199 in a 5-1 victory
over Indiana Tech.

Kennedy had seven
Ks and allowed just one
unearned runin 6.1
innings in earning his
second win of the year.

In softball, MUs
junior catcher Danielle
Richardson earned hier
second Player of the .:
Week award while hit-
ting .333 and sluggirig
.381 over a seven-game

-stretch: The Flint native

went 7-for-21 witha -
double, three RBI and: -
two runsscored. -

Teammate Jess Irwin
earned Pitcher of the
Week honors after
become the second -
freshman in school his-
tory to throw a no-hitter
in a10-0 blanking of
Midway (Ky.) College. . :
Irwin also set 2 new sin-
gle game sirikeout mark
in that game with 17. She
finished 2-1 on the week
with 30 Ks and just four
earned runs allowed ini
21 innings. '
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The Madonna University
baseball team moved to
15-6 overall and 5-1in
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic
Conference play with a pair
of wins Tuesday afternoon
over visiting Siena Heights,
7-5 and 11-1, at chilly Ilitch
Ballpark.

In Game 1, Crusader start-
ing pitcher Jeff Sonnenberg
found himself down 1-0
after a RBI single by Tim
Stoddard, snapping a 21-
inning scoreless streak for
the Saints.

The MU bats would
respond for Sonnenberg in
the bottom of the first, scor-
ing twice as Zack McMillin
stole third and scored on
a throwing error and Levi
Cheshire (Troy) scored on
a RBI single by Westland’s
Dave Herrick (Livonia
Churchill).

The Saints went on to
score a run in each of the
first five innings as the
two teams exchanged leads
before MU went ahead for
good with a two-run sixth
inning.

Pat Kenny led off the sixth
with a single and scored
on a triple by Shawn Little
{Canton). Little scored two
batters later on a squeeze
bunt by plnch—hltter Drew
Fry.

The two-run cushlon
proved to be enough for
MU reliever Carl McDevitt
(Canton) who worked the
final three-and-one-third
innings to pick up the win.

In Game 2, the MU bats
came alive quickly scoring
three in the first on a two-
run homer by Cheshire and a
solo shot by Kenny to take a
3-0 lead.

Madonna's

The Madonna University
women'’s softball team split
their final two games Sunday
in Kentucky, defeating Lindsey
Wilson, 4-3, on a pinch-hit
two-run homer by Ashley Shay
in the seventh inning.

Jess Irwin picked up the
win, striking out five and
Danielle Richardson (pic-
tured) went 2-for-4 with two

Narmg
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| LOCAL SPORTS |

MU sweeps WHAC foe Siena Heights

MU SPORTS INFORMATION

Westland's Dave Herrick, shown in action from 2007, contributed a run-scoring single in the first qame;of Madonna's
doubleheader sweep of visiting Siena Heights on Tuesday at ilitch Ballpark.

C(Ili.EGE BASEBALL

Starting pitcher Sean
Maher would be the benefi-
ciary, although he wouldn't
need much run support,
allowing just two hits with
four strikeouts over six
innings to pick up his third
win of the season. =~

The Crusaders broke the
‘game open with a four-run
third inning started by back-
to-back doubles by Scott
Boyer and Little and capped
off with an RBI single by
Sonnenberg.

MU scored a run each in
the fifth and sixth innings,
including the game ender off
the bat of Fry.

Siena Heights falls to 2-12
overall and 0-4 in WHAC

play. .
MU hurls pair of shutouts

MU used a pair of com-

plete game pitching perfor-
mances, timely hitting and
great defense to shutout
visiting Siena Heights, 5-0
and 3-0, Sunday afternoon
at Ilitch Ballpark.

Senior Eric Wendling
picked up the victory in
game one, scattering four
hits and striking out four -
on the way to his second
win of the season against no
defeats,

The Crusaders jumped
out to a 1-0 lead in the third
inning on a RBI single to left
by Pat Kenny, gcoring Zack
McMillin.

MU added two more in the
fourth when Ryan Morrow
doubled and later scored
on ‘a base-hit by freshman
Shawn Little. Little would
later score as McMillin got
in a run-down between first
and second base, just long
enough to let Little cross the
plate.

It was all the offense
Wendling and the Crusaders
would need on their way to
the 3-0 game one win.

In Game 2, junior right-
hander Richard Lindquist
went the distance on the
mound, allowing six hits
while striking out six for
his second win of the sea-
50M.

The Crusaders got on
the board in the third
inning, capped by a two-

" run home by first base-

man Kevin Zerbo, his
third of the season to take
a 3-0 lead.

The lead swelled to 5-0 in
the bottom of the sixth when
freshman Mike Gansser con-
nected on his first collegiate

.home run, a two-run shot to

left.
Lindquist cruised his way

through the game with pin-

point control, allowing just
one walk in the contest.

Irwin strikes out 17 in no-hit gem

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

RBIs. :
MU fell in the nightcap to
Campbellsville (Ky.), 6-0.

On Saturday, MU freshman
pitcher Jess Irwin (Monroe.)
etched her name in the school
record books striking out a
career high 17 and recording
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her first collegiate no-hitter in
a 10-0 win over Midway (Ky.).

The no-hitter is the first for
a MU softball pitcher since the
2003 season when Jen Tenyer
accomplished the feat.

Irwin was aided in the victo-
ry offensively by Ashley Shay’s
three-run homer and a 4-for-5
day from Britney Scero and a
3-for-5, 2 RBI performance
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from Tedi Johnston.

The Crusaders dropped their
second game of the day, 7-1to
host Campbellsville.

Christina Finch went 2-for-4
while Scero continued her hot
hitting with three move hits.

MU senior pitcher Liz
Ballinger took the loss.

The Crusaders are 10-5-1
overall.

ignition falls to Wave.
In battle for top spot

If there’s a silver lining
woven into Detroit 18-12
setback to Milwaukee
Sunday afternoon in a clash
that featured the Major
Indoor Soccer League’s -
two best teams, it's that
the Ignition won't have to
wait long to gain a dose of
redemption.

The Ignition can redeem
itself Friday night when it
hosts the Wave in a regu-
lar season-closing contest
set to kick-off at 7:30 p.m.
at Compuware Arena in
Plymouth Township.

The two teams are jos-
tling for the No. 1 seed in
the MISL playoffs that
are set to begin later this
month.

Milwaukee seized sole
possession of first place in
the MISL with Sunday’s tri-

umph as both clubs entered

the game with 20-7 records.

Playing before a
packed house Sunday at
U.S. Cellular Arena, the
Ignition struck first when
Jamar Beasley recorded
his 30th goal of the season
30 seconds into the con-
test when he headed the
ball into the back of the
net to give his team a 2-0
advantage.

The locals doubled their
lead to 4-0 seven min-

- utes later when Josh Rife

followed suit and used

his noggin to direct the
ball past the Wave’s net-
minder. Former Madonna
University star Worteh
Sampson was credited with
the assist. -

The game had all the
makings of an Ignition
run-away when Detroit’s
Hewerton Moreira scored
off a helper from Droo
Callahan to extend the
Ignition’s lead to 6-0.

The hosts’ rally com-
menced mid-way through
the second period when
Brett Wiesner slipped a shot
past Detroit goal-keeper
Danny Waltman.

The Ignition coun-
tered less than three
minutes later when Kyt

* run to seize a commanding

Ignition to host

. teams and will consist of -

‘is set for April 11-13, the -
semifinals will unfold .

Selaidopoulos lit up the
scoreboard with a two-
pointer to make jt 8-2 at the
half. .

The goal was
Selaidopoulos’s 50th of his
storied MISL career.

Milwaukee came out with
feet ablazin’ in the third
stanza as it went on an 11-0

13-8 lead. Troy Dusosky
(two), Michael King,
Jonathan Santos and Greg
Howes all scored during the
onslaught that carried over
to the early stages of the
fourth quarter.

Hewerton trimmed the
Ignition’s deficit to 13-

10 with a two-pointer at

3:18 of the fourth off an
assist from Matt Johnson
and Jonathan Greenfield
brought the visitors to
within 13-12 five minutes
later.

However, Milwaukee
closed the game with a 5-0
run te secure a hold on first
place.

The Ignition will host
Garme 2 of the 2008 Major
Indoor Soccer League
Championship Series semi-
final round on Sunday,
April 20, at Compuware
Arena, the club announced
earlier this week.

The opening kick for the
game against a yet-to-be-
determined opponent will
be 4:35 p.m. .

The 2008 MISL
Championship Series will -
include six of the nine MISL, .

three rounds.
The quarterfinal round

April 18-20 and the
Championship Series Final
will be played April 26

at U.S. Cellular Arena in
Milwaukee.

The Ignition clinched a
first-round bye with its vic-
tory over the New Jersey
Ironmen on March 28 and
will move directly to the

semifinal round.

Life 52 Grcus . Step Into the Ring

Come to be Informed and Energized to “Jump through the Hoops”
that Today’s Real Estate Market Demands!

Ladies and Gentiemen REALTORS®: Tracking Real Estate Trends?

Need a clear vision and expert understanding of what's happening in this dynamic residential real
estate industry? Stay one step ahead of your competition and know more than even the most savey
consuraer by attending Stefan Swanepoel’s “Top 10 Real Estate Trends” presentation under the
- Tools of the Trade “Big Top”! .

Mr. Stefan Swanepoel
Keynote Spesker, Trendumster, & Author
ofthe Undisputed 41
Rea tae Trends Report

Thursday * April 10, 2008 - 9:00 a.m, to 3:35 p.m.
Ford Conference & Event Center

1151 Village Road * Dearborn, Michigan

FREE to all Michigan REALTORS® and Support Personnel

Other Reasons to Attend this “Amazing Expo™?

Dynamic sponsor presentations throughout the day, 50+ professional companies exhibiting, FREE
delistyle lunch catered by Opus to Go, valuable prize and grand prize drawings, networking -
opportunities, popcorn, peanuts, abundant FREE pa:kmg, and more!
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LIVONiA CHURCHILL
Head coach: Rick Austin, 13th year.
League affiliation: Western Lakes Activities
Association (Lakes Division).
Last year's finish: first (NLAA meet, Division
1regjonal, River Rat Refays); second (Lakes
Division, Observerland Relays, West Bloomfield
Relays and MITCA meet).
Notabie losses to graduation; Andrew
LaBerge {first-team All-Area); David St. Amant
(first-taam All-Area); Jacob McDonald (first-
team Ali-Area); Brian Robertsen (first-team
All-Area); Eric PurcH (Hirst-team All-Area);
Jon Rebinson {secand-team All-Area); Dan
Widmayer (second-team All-Area).
Leading returnees: Branden Grysko, 5r.
800-1,60C; (first-team All-Area 3,200 relay;
second-team 800); Billy Gutowski, Sr., long
jump; (firstteam All-Area1,600 relay; third-
team All-Area {ong jump); Derik Peterman, Jr.,
pole vauit-hurdles; (second-team Alt-Area pole
vault), Joe Tessner, Sr. (third-team Ali-Area
pole vauit); Daran Carey, Sr. sprints; Paut Folk,
Sr., distance; Emmanual Dixon, Sr., sprints;
Duane Najarian, Sr,, throws; Joe Varilone, Sr.,

- distance; Mark Waterbury, Jr., middle distance.

Promising newcomers: Jeff Ricketts, Jr.,
sprints; Shane Henson, Jr,, sprints; Joseph
Salloum, Scph., hurdles; Michael Bargerstock,
Sr., throws; Nicholas Chendes, Jr., throws; lan
Guerin, Soph., hurdies; Kasean Robinson, Sr.,
springs; Michael Schmidt, Jr., middle distance;
Chris DeNapoli, Jr,, middle d|stance Travis
Tometv Jr., sprints; Kevin Pietrasinski, Soph.,
spri

Austin s 2008 outlook: “We're coming oif

a gchampionship season whera we lost 75
nercent of our scoring. This year's team should
be balanced as we return key performers in
all event. I'm especially excited about our
potential in the spring, which could be the

. fastest in Churchil! history. We're finding

S A A R

leadership right now. | like our work ethic s

far this seasen.

LEVONIA FRANKLIN
Head coach: Nic Houstoulakis, fourth year,
League affillation: WLAA (Western Division).
Last year's finish: 10th (WLAA maet); 11th
{Diviston 1 regicnal).
Notable {osses to graduation: Mike Sylvester
{first-team All-Area); Mike Wood (third-team
Alt-Area), Alvin Duncan, Kevin Wengert, Elliott
Smith.
Leading returnees: Doug Cole, Sr, distance;
Nick Fenner, Sr., pole vault; Mike Krcatovich,
Sr., distance; Eric Green, Sr, hurdles; Stuart
Gregory, Sr., hurdles; Darell Myree, Sr., sprints;
Evan Sirena, Sr., distance; Kevin Beadle, Jr,,
pole vault; Paul Voegele, Jr., sprints; Tony
Lawson, Jr., middle distance-jumps; Cameron
Wludyka, Jr., hurdles; David Fortin, Jr,, shot
aut-discus; Dytan Taylor, Jr, distance; Sean
McAulitte, Soph,, shot put-discus; Robert

_Freed, Soph,, distance; Nick Gheradini, Seph.,

distance.

Promising newcomers. Isaac Cadet, Jr,
sprints; Antoine Banks, Soph., high jump-
sprints; Wike Baumgardner, Saph., sprints;
Andy McCaffery, Soph., high jump-sprints;
Austin Jones, fr., d:stance Brandon Tower,
fr. hurdies; Jarus Woalfork Fr., discus; Ryan
Parkin, distance.

BOYS TRACK & FIELD CAPSULE OUTLOOK

Houstoulakis’ 2008 outlook: “We graduated
nine seniars, so we're returning most of

- - our pucieus from last season. Most of the

experience that is returning for us are
juniors and sophoraores. Qur distance team
is working hard and improving every day
with seniors Kreatovich, Sirena and Cole
providing teadership. Our springs are led by
senior Darell Myree, and juniors Paul Veegele
and Isaac Cade, We hgve a coupie of young
athletes competing for the last spots en our
relay teams. In the hurdies, returning seniors
Gregory and Green, along with Wiudyka, are
developing into a competitive group. Qur field
events are led by refurning lettermen Fortin
and McAuliffe in the throws, senior Nick Fenner
and junior Kevin Beade in the pole vault, and
junior Tony Lawsca in the high jump.”
LIVONIA STEVENSON
Head coach: Scott Shaw, fifth vear,
League affiliatten: WLAA (takes Division).
Last year's flnish: first {Lakes Division,
Observertand Relays, Spartan Twilight and
Livonia City Meet); second (WLAA meet and
Division 1 rggisnal,
Notabie losses to graduation: Matt Rzepka
(first-team Al-Area); Dan Crage! (first-team All-
Area 80O relay); Dave Mcintyre, Kyle Osborne,
Brad Doak.
Leading returnees: Myles White, St. hurdies-
fong jump (first-team All-Area long jump; 800
relay); Mitchel} White, $r. (second-team All-
Area high jump; 400 relay); Derek Buskey, Sr.
400 (second-team Aif-Area 1,600 relay); Matt
Broome, Sr., shot put-discus; Mike Gibbons, Sr.
(third-team All-Area 3,200 relay); Steve Eideh,
Jr, 100 {first-team All-Area 80O relay; second~
team All-Area 10Q dash); Nate Sergison, Sr.
200-400-fong jump first-team Ail-Area 800
relay); David Simer, Jr., long jump (second-
team All-Areg 400 relay); Austin White, Soph.,
‘sprints-relays; Jonathon Gudeman, Soph.,
pole vault: Justin Lipsky, St., distance; Dennig
Switt, Sr., hurdles; Pat York, 3r,, high jump;
Shawn Howse, Jr., distance; Mike Green, Jr.,
distance; Alan Stackpoole, Jr., distance; Brian
Fenech, Jr., distance; Dave Pearson, Sr., pole
vault; Danny Marfinelli, Sr., pole vault; Osama
Al-Haymi, Jr., pole vauit.
Promising newcomers: Wade Stahi, Jr,,
sprints-relays; Jacob Gudeman, Jr,, sprinis
Wyatt Stahl, Jr., 400-long jump; wil Burek,
Soph., hirdles- long jump.
Shaw's 2008 outiook: “There will be a
number of factors involved with us having a
successful season, First, is being healthy, Qur
fastest sprinter, Steve Etdeh, 7s stilf recovering
froma knee Injury from footbail. And two, the
development of our pole vaulters. Gudeman,
Pearson, Martinelll and Al-Haymi all improved
last season, And three, cur distance group led
by seniors Mike Gibbons and Justin Lipsky. |
and finally, our varsity athietes who have done
well in the past committing to getting into
shape so they can compete at the level theyre
capable of " .
WESTLAND JOHN GLENN
Head coach: Jess Shough, 22nd year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Lakes Divisicn).
Last year's finish: sixth (WLAA meet and
Division 1 regionat).
Notable losses to graduation; {an Thornton

“(first-team Ali-Area); Bryan Henley (second-

team AllAre); Curtis Jackson (third-team
Al-Areah

Leading returnees: Larry Dawkins, Sr.,
100-200 (first-team All-Area 200; 400 relay)
JaJuan Marks, Soph,, sprints {first-team
All-Area 400 relay: Corey Davis, Sr., sprints
(first-team All-Aroa 400 refay); Zach Bozigian,
3r., throws; Mike Gardner, Sr., distance;

- James Kelly I, Sr., throws; Gary Lawrence,

Sr., pole vault; Ryan Lockhart, Sr., pole vault;
Shawn Long, Sr., pole vauit: Dan McCahill, Sr.,
distance; Daris Smith, Sr., high jump-middle |
distance.

Promising newcomers: Keshawn Martin, Sr.,
sprints-jump. Neison Kenne, Scph., middle
distance; Dustin Gajowiak, Soph., throws;
Sergio Pavan, Jr,, hurdles; Eri¢ Miynaz, Je,
distance; John Abraham, Sk, throws; James

Abraham, Sr., throws; T.1. Aranciba, Jr., throws; -

Tim Boes, Jr., distance; #yren Boyd, Jr., sprints,
Antheny Sackett, Jr., spriats; Jimmy Perez, Fr.
sprinis; Devon Camgbell, Fr., sprints; Stefan
Anthony, Fr. sprints.
Shough's 2008 ocutlook: “The John Glenn
‘Believe' track season promises to be exciting.
We return a number of quality sprinters who
should have outstanding seasons. Our throwing
corps are inthe capable hands of coach
Charley Haliman again and promise to be very
competitive, We have & few holes to fill, but with
the ouistanding leadership of the five captains
- Corey Davis, Larry Dawkins, Zack Bozigian,
Mike Gardner and Dan McCahil - we look
forward to have another competitive season.”
WAYNE MEMORIAL
Head coach: Lee Grizzell, fifth year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Western Division).
Last year's finish: 11th (NLAA); efghth
{Division 1 regional}.
Netable losses to graduation: Keivin Lewis
(first-team Ali-Area); Casey Wolie (third-team
All-Area); Migal Crowe (third-team All-Area);
Adam Gorring (third-team All-Area).

- Leading returnees: D.J. Freeman, Sr,, sprints;

Renaldo Powell, Jr., hurdies; Jacoh Schofield,
Sr., distance; Mike Grayer, Jr., 200-400: Matt
Hills, Jr.. middle distance; Ryan Crayne, Sr.
throw; C.J. Kelly, Sr., throws; Austin Hassen, Sr.,
throws; Abraham Mendez, Sr., distance.
Promising newcomers: Alex Baili, Soph.,
sprints; Parish Clayborn, Jr., spnnts Anton
Conley, Jr., sprints; Ryan Lowe Soph., sprints;
Randolph Mathls Fr., sprints; Tyier Gendron,
Fr, distance; Travis Kiein, Fr, distance; Scott
Mcintosh; Fr,, distance; Dante Senters, Fr.,
sprints.
Grizzell's 2008 outlaok: "when it's all said
and done we'll have about 30 too 35 kids. We
fost four good kids who transferred at the
semester break, thrae to Inkster and ane
to South Lyon. We had ethers in our junior
class transfer as well. This junior class had
a lot of promise as freshman, but we've
been decimated by transfers. We have a lot
inexperience so it's going to be a rebuilding
effort, But with a 1ot of work we hope to have
some good things by the end of the year.”
LIVONIA CLARENCEYILLE
Head coach: Dean Bergeron, seventh year,
Leaque affiliation: Metro Conferance,
Last year's finish: third (Metra Conference);

seventh (Division 3 regional).

Notable losses t6 graduation: John Stewart
{first-team All-Area); Dan Kubera, Branden
Page.

Leading returnees: Jeremy Gainer, Jr.,

sprinis-relays; Ryan Glass, Sr., middle distancs;

Taylor Hell, Jr., throws; Aaron McCullar, §r.,
sprints-relays; Matt Parent, 8¢, distance;
Matt Neal, Sr. throws; Derek Zink, $r., middte
distance; Andrew Jasmer, Jr., throws; Joe
Netson, Sr., middie distance-high jump; Daniel
Pepaj,.Sr., hurdles,
Promising newcomers: Don Martin, Sr., -
throws; Joe Haapala, Jr. throws; Jon Jeffrey, .
Sr., middie distance-hurdles; Todd McCuliar,
Je., sprints; Levonte Brooks, Soph., sprints-
hurdles; Adrian Myers, Fr., sprintsshurdles;
Moses Hobson, Fr., sprints; Cody Sitlanpaa, Jr.,
middle distance,
Bergeron's 2008 outlook: “We have 49
kids and mest shouid be eligible, We want to
compete for conference, same always. And see
how many quys we can get tostates.’ think
we'll be strong in the throws this year. We've
been weak in the hurdies, but we'll definitely
be better this year. Lutheran Westiand wili be
the favorite in the league along with Macomb
Lutheran North, two of the teams we haven't
beaten. You can't cveriook the others like
Harper Wocds, They haven't had a track in two
years. (Blovmfield Hills) Cranbrook aiways
gives us a run for the money, too. We've had
ctose meets with them.”

LUTHERAN HiGH WESTLAND
Head coach: Mike Unger, 29th year.
League affiliation; Metro Conference.
Last year's finish: first (Metro Conterence,
Divisicn 4 regional and MITCA meet); fifth
{Division 4 state meet).
Notabie tosses o graduation: Josh Patka
{third-team All-Area); Kyle Ramthun (third-
team Ait-Area); Joe Girolamo (third-team
Afl-Area); Mike Schatz, Aaron Yankee, Brandon
Ross, Justin Hempel, Paul Rockrohy, Jush
Haller, Kyle Wilson.
Leading returneas: Kyle Kempf, Sr, 200 4D0-
high jump {third-team All-Area 1,600 relay);
Paul Rilett, Sr., pole vauit-hurdies; Frankie
Cain, 3r., shot put-discus; Yroy Golze, Sr., shot
put; Kevin Moody, Sr., shot put; Jim Reckrohr,
Sr. 800-retays; Josh Rice, Sr,, distance-3,200
relay; Spencer Lvle, Sr. distance-relays; Brad
Larose, Ji., pela vaulf; Zach Rebinson, Jr.
sprints-long jump; Joe Krueger, Jr. shot put-
discus; Alex Kemp, Jr., distance; Ethan Haller,

“Soph,, long jump-sprints; Craig Kowalsky,

Soph., shot put-distance; David Moldenhauer,

Soph., distance; Justin Palka, Soph., pole vault-

400; Cody Weaver, Soph., hurdies.

Unger's 2008 outlook: "At this point, it's
certainly 2 season of unknowns because of
the graduation of senior we had last spring.
Last year we pretty much know what athletes
would fill which events, but that is certainly
not the case this year. We do have about 40
quys, $0 we'll have to sée whe ends up In what
events. They are practicing hard, so it's very
encouraging to my assistant (Dave Ruth} and |
that we ¢an have balance in all of the events.
The three sprint relays wiil have many new
runners so it witl be interesting to see how
they progress throughout the season.”

Ca1b0n Steel n Alummum u
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The Patriots are led by dis-
tance runner Evan Sirena,
while Wayne is banking on
senior D.J. Freeman in the
sprints.

In the Metro Conference,
Lutheran High Westland will
try and defend its title led by

Come visit us for...
- Better Selection!
Better Services... and more!

DELIVERY
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'NO MINIMUM.

*Qffer valid this iocation only. Expires June 30, 2008. Conditions apply, ask for detadla.

NStam]ess Steel » Alloy Bar » Tool Steel = Brass - Copper " Bearmg Blonze

senior Kyle Kempf.

The Warriors are defend-
ing Division 4 regional and
Michigan Interscholastic
Track Coaches Association
{MITCA) champions. The
Warriors, coached by the area’s
elder statesman, Mike Unger .
(29th year), placed fifth overall
in the 2007 state meet.

Livonia Clarenceville
seventh-year coach Dean
Bergeron must find a replace-

ment for the graduated John
Stewart, who placed third in
the 400 and fourth in the 260
at the Division 3 state meet.

Stewart was Metro
Conference and Livonia City
champ in the 100, 200 and
400 and broke a 30-year-
old school record in the 400
(49.5).

Clarenceville’s heir appar-
ent is junior sprinter Jeremy
Gainer.

T-Birds bolt, forfeit

Thunder and lightning
wasn't the only thing that
scared off Dearborn Edsel
Ford in its girls soccer opener
Monday night at Livonia
Stevenson,

The Thunderbirds found
themselves down 5-0 after 20
minutes, waited through one
weather delay and signaled to
officials they were going home
after a second delay giving the
Spartans a forfeit victory.

Each inclement weather
delay is 30 minutes as man-
dated under MHSAA rules.

*Tt was little bit of a weird
situation,” Stevenson coach
Chris Pinta said. “Their coach
evidently didn’t want to wait
around after the second delay. -
He said they were going home.
Even though it was still rain-
ing, there was no, thunder or
lightning.”

Sophomore Molly -~ *
McConnell notched a hat trick
for the Spartans, scoring at the
3-minute mark, 14 minutes
and 17 minutes (from Taleen
Mergian).

Alex Harbowy also scored
from Mergian at the 10-minute
mark, while Brittany Hoots
buried Rachel Stevens’ free
kick at the 20-minute mark to
complete the scoring.

Stevenson goalkeeper
Rachel Simari did not face a

- shot during the opening half in

posting the shutout.

PLY. CHRISTIAN 5, WAYNE
3: Senior captain Whitney
Jacobs’ hat trick was not
enough Tuesday as host Wayne

opener vs. Spartans

GIRLS SOCCER

-

Memorial (0-2) dropped a non-
league encounter to Plymouth
Christian Academy.

Jacobs, who has four goals
on the year, got an assist on
the first goal from sophomore
sister Alicia Jacobs. Her sec-
ond goal was unassisted, while
senior captain and defender
Danielle Borg assisted onthe
third.

It was 3-2 in favor of PCA at
halftime. ‘

FERNDALE 3, WAYNE 1: In the
season opener Monday eve-
ning, the host Eagles prevailed
against Wayne Memorial in a
game stopped with 11 minutes
remaining due to lightning.

Ferndale led 2-1 at halftime
scoring with only four sec-
onds left after Wayne senior
captain Whitney Jacobs tied
it only 17 seconds earlier off
an assist from junior Brittany
DeJack.

Wayne played the final 15
minutes with only 10 players
due to ared card,

The Zebras got ster]mg
defense from senior Danielle

Borg and sophomore goalkeep-

er Megan Maynor was making
her first start,

CHURCHILL 0, PIONEER 0
{SUSPENDED): Lightning inthe
area Monday night forced
host Livonia Churchill and
Ann Arbor Pioneer to suspend
action after 17 minutes of play.

The game will be made up at
alater date. -

GUMBERT

FROM PAGE B1

“T thought he was somebody’s -
grandpa. He worked every game,
every tournament. He was one
of those guys that when he was
attached to something, he gave
100 percent. He was Mr. Sports.
He knew muore about the kids
than some of their own parents.”

In 1989, the booster club

The Convenience Stores For Metal”

No minimum. Same day service.
metalsupeqnarkets.com

established two scholarships,
one in Gumbert’s name.
"Lowell was the reason peo-
ple should get flowers before
they die,” she said, “He touched
a lot of lives.”
. Visitation for Gumbert will
be from 4-9 p.m. Thursday at
L.J. Griffin Funeral Home,
7707 Middlebelt, Westland.
Services begin at 10 a.m.
Friday also at Griffin.

bemons@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2123
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Churechill qwls getting things down Pat

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Pat Daugherty has been

- handed the baton.

. Andhehasa tough act to fol-
< Jow succeeding Keith McDonald
> as the Livonia Churchill girls

- track and field coach.

. McDonald, who moved into
- an administrator’s role, posted
& 24~0 dual-meet record to go
> along with four Western Lakes
 Activities and four Lakes

- Division titles. The Chargers

- also captured two Division 1

. regional titles and three Public
* Schools of Livonia invitation-

: als in McDonald’s four years.

:  Daugherty spent seven

- seasons as the Churchill boys

assistant before moving over

-in the same role last year

- with the girls. He is also the
“head cross country coach at

> Madonna University.

“Basically the team suc-
. cess will be determined by
* our senior class,” Daugherty

Ashley Parker
John Glean

Churchill

said. “This is truly our seniors’
team. I expect both (Livonia}
Stevenson and Northville to
be strong comipetition for the
(Lakes) division and (WLAA)
conference championships.”
The Chargers lost some
valuable members to gradu-
ation including state discus
champion Lauren Krupsky.
But the cupboard is not
comnpletely bare with the
return of senior Rachel
McPFarlane, who qualified for
three individual events at the
state meet including the 800-
meter run (2:19.09), 1,600
run {school-record 5:08.44)

Rachet McFarlane Courtney Calka

and 3,200
(school-record
11:12.63).

Senior
Kyndra
Abron, Miss
Volleyball,
will give the
Chargers plen-
ty of points
in the shot
pit and discus, while senior -
hurdlers Jackie Gribeck and
Mallory Lukas also return
along with sophomore Sara
Kroll {distance) and Sarah
LaBerge (sprints}.

Churchill’s chief competi-
tion will once again come
from Lakes Division rival
Stevenson, which finished
runner-up in the regional and
third in the Western Lakes
meet,

The Spartans, under fifth~
year coach Kelly Graham,
features standout 400 run-
ner Brittany Mrozek, a senior
who captured the WLAA title

Stevenson

(59.99) and regional, along
with junior distance runner
Courtney Calka, a regional
champion who owns the
WLAA and school record in
the 1,600 (5:03.27).

Livonia Franklin, mmean-
while, enjoyed one of its finest
seasons in school history after
finishing third at the regional
and fourth in the WLAA,

The Patriots, hard hit by
graduation losses, will have to
do some rebuilding, but return
senior Ashley Price (shot
put-discus), junior Ashley
Butkowski (400), junior
Meghan Powers (pole vault)
and sophomore Liz Hollaway
(high jump).

“Overall, I feel very good
about our ability to remain
competitive with the teams in
the area and 1 look forward to
another fun season,” Franklin
eighth-year coach Daye
Bjorklund said.

The fastest sprint corps, how-
ever, belongs to Westland John

Glenn, led by senior Ashley
Parker who took both WLAA

" titles in the 100 and 200.

Parker’s season bests were 12.3
in the 100 and 254 in the 200,

The Rockets, under first-
year coach James Fitzgeraid,
gcored 20 points in last
Saturday’s Ann Arbor Pioneer
Invitational as junior Chanel
Payne took third in the long
jump (16 feet, 11.5 inches).

Parker added a fifth in the
60-meter dash (7.96) and
teamed up with Payne, Ashley
Montgomery and Lakeysha
Smith for & fifth in the 800 relay
(1:50.642. Pole vaulter Jamie
Mellas also took a fifth (7-0).

The numbers, meanwhile,
are down to 15 at Wayne
Memorial, but the Zebras fea-
ture an outstanding hurdler in
senior Nastassia Goines.

One team expected to be on
the rise is Livonia Ladywood,
cowming off a third-place finish
at last year’s Division 2 region-
al under coach Lori Brauer.

The Blazers return three
standouts in sophomore
Megan Yanik (sprints-hur-
dlés), junior Katie Morasso
{(sprints} and junior Brigid
Molloy {throws).

In the Metro Conference,
runner-up Lutheran High
Westland and third-year coach
Randy Clark will have to make
up for the loss of sprinter
Lauren Schwecke,

The defending Division 4 -
regional champs are led by
genior Katie Krueger (throws),
junior Katey Ramthun (200 ~
through 800) and junior Megan
Kohtz (long jump-sprints).

Optimism is running high
for fellow Metro Conference -
member Livonia Clarenceville,
which returns its top four -
scorers from a’year ago led
by Division 3 state discus

qualifier Ashley Hall, sprinter- -

long jumper Aneta Elliot,
sprinter Brushell Brown and
middle distance runner Shelby
Dermyre.

.-

* LIVONIA CHURCRILL
“ Head coach: Pat Daugherty, first year.
. Leaque affiliation: Western Lakes Activities
2 Assoc;atlonﬂ.akes Division}.
> Last year's finish: first place (Lakes Diviston
= WLAK and Division 1 regional meets),
- Notabie losses to graduation: Lauren
> Krupsky (first-team Ali-Area); Mandi Coppola
w {first-team Ali-Area); Tauri Rothermel (first-
.+ team Ali-Area); Nicoie Thornsherry {ifrst-team
. All-Areay; Liz Butery (first-team All-Area);
% Erica Hape (firstteam); Megan Maceratini
* (second-team All-Area); Kristin Zgorecki
. {second-team Ali-Area); Kailea Hobbins
= (second-team Alt-Area); Milan Boyer {first-team
© All-Area).
. Leading returnees: Rachel McFarlane, Sr.
~ distance (first-team All-Area 800; Kyndra
= Abroa, Sr. shof put-discus (second-team
+ Ml-area shot put); Jackie Gribeck, Sr. hurdles-
+ jumps (third-team Afi-Area 100 hurdles); Sarah
. LaBergs, Sr, 200-relays (second-team All-Area

« 200); Margarita Lazarevska, Sr, hurdles Mallory

* Lukas, Sr., hurdles (thirc-team All-Area 300

< hurdles): Sara Kroil, Soph., 800-3,200 relay

. (second-team All-Area 800; first-team 3,200

« refay); Samar Aoude, Jr,, 400-1,600 relay ffirst-

~ team All-Area 1,600 reiay); Kim Verellen, Sr.,
« 3,200; Michelle Yerelen, Sr., 3,200; Eren Urai,

- Sr, pole vault (third-team All-Area; Sharen
Rayford Sr., pole vauit; Sara Niezgoda, Sr.,

= 800-3,200; Shannon Getchen, Jr., throws:

* Megan Murray, Sr., 800,
> Promising newcomers; Megan Catalano,

- Soph., hurdles; Megan Kelly, Soph., sprints;

* Evran Ural, Fr., pole vault: Jenna Szuba,
 Soph., 8001600 Jessica Raisaner, Fr., 400;

« Samantha Emmanuel, Fr, sprints; Emily

» Clairmont, Jr., distance.

- Daugherty's 2008 outlook: “We will have a

« tough act to follow from Iast season's team.

" They had great individual and team success.
Fortunately we have & senior-taden feam

* with great [eadership. As a coaching staff,

" we're very excited about this year's team. The

- chalienge this season will be for the girls to

+ adjust to basically a new coaching staff. We
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will feel the foss of former head coach Keith
McDonald and assistant Sue Tatro, but with 8
good senior class returning | expect a smooth
transition. We will be led by our captains
Rachel McFarlane, Jackie Gribeck, Sarah
LaBerge, Kyndra Abran, Michelle Verelien
and Megan Murray. They are not only good
athlates, but aven better leaders and people.”
LIVONIA FRANKLIN
Head coach: Dave Bjorkiund, eighth year.
League affillation: WLAA (Western Division).
Last year's finish: first (Patriot Relays, Rafder
Relays, Staftord Relays); second {Western
Division); third (Division 1 regidnal); fourth
(WLAA meet}.
Notable losses to graduation: Robyn Whalen
(first-team All-Area); Casey Lynett (second-
team); Megan Wilsen (sécand-team All-Area);
Kari Saareia (second-team Ali-Area); Allison

“Milican (third-team Ali-Area); Devan Waliay

{third-team All-Area); Laura Marshal! (third-
team All-Area); Kara Glummo.

Leading returnees: Ashley Price, Sr, shof
put-discus; Ashley Butkowskl, Jr. 400-refays
{third-team All-Area 4003, Meghan Powess,
Jr., pole vault; Liz Hotlaway, Soph., high

jump {second-team Ali-Area); Senneca Scott,
Soph., 400-3,200 refay (third-team Ali-Area
3,200 relay); Monica Hardy, Soph., 100-200;
Carolanne Cucci, Jr., hurdles; Victoria Church,
Soph,, 1,600-3,200; Brittany Milican, Soph.,
discus-shot put Kelly Tapella, Sr., sprmts
jumps; Anastasia Bending, Sr. po%e vault; Sam
Culp, Jr., high jump.

Promising newcomers: Mallory Church, Fr.,
800-1,600; Savannah Haig, Soph., shot pui-
discus; Olivia Hernandez, Soph., sprints; Moily
Hirst, Jr., sprints; Megan McPherson, fr,, 800- -
1,600; Jen Muellier, Fr. hurdles-sprints; Emily
Quint, Soph., poie vault-long jump-sprints;
Megan Wickens, Fr. 800, 1,600,

Bjorklund’s 2008 outlook: "Going into this
seasen, | was worried. We lest a lot of talent
and points to graduation. The class of 2007
was the best in the history of Franklin givls
track and fieid. They were part of breaking
schools records in nine of the 17 events and
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are number two all-time in four other events,
along with helping us place highiy in lots of
big meets. That being said, I'm very impressed
with the kids we have out right now. We still
have a ot of talent and big-meat peint scorers
returning with Price, Butkowski, Powers, Scott
and Hallaway. Some of cur new eids will be
able to fight right in where we have holes
from gracuation. We have a very young and
hard-working distance team, and have found
some new talent in the sprints, hurdles and
pole vault.”

LIVONIA STEVENSON
Head coach: Kelly Graham, fitth year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Lakes Division).
Last year's finish; second {Division 1regional
ant Lakes Division); third (WLAA meet).
Notahle losses to graduation: Marla Winkier
{first-team Ali-Area); Kristen Frey (second-
team All-Area); Kara Piorkowsid, Allie Plisko,
Stephanie Perez.
Leading returnees: Brittany Mrozek, Sr.
captain, 400 {first-team All-Area; second-
team 1,600 relay}; Courtney Calka, Jr, 1600
{first-team All-Area; second-team 1,600-3,200
refays); Brittany Gentile, Sr. captain, hurdles
(second-team Al-Area 100 hurdles); Chelsea
Pashnick, Sr. captain, long jumpy; Colette
fodera, Sr., throws; Maame Adomako, Sr.
captain, throws; Brooke Knochel, Jr,, 400
(second-team All-Area 1,600 relay); Sarah
(pdyke, Soph., distance (second-team Afl-
Area 3,200 refay; third-team All-Area 1,600);
Christine Armstrong, Jr,, hurdies; Becky
Adamcheck, Soph., hurdles; Katie Glynn, Seph,,
400-800-ralays. .
Promising newcomers: Chrissy Tappan, Jr.,
distance; Couriney Lewis, Jr., sprints; Yictoria
Saferian, Soph,, distance; Megan DeMarco,
Soph., sprints; Belia DiGiliio, Fr., sprints; Katie
Anagnostou, Fr, middle distance; Marci Kovsky,
Fr. sprints: Karli Kuchka, Jr., middie distance.
Graham's 2008 outlook: “I'm very excited
aboul this coming seasen. We lost a great
bunch of seniors who showed great leadership
and tafent, but with the returning veterans
and newly added girls, it sheuld offer great
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success to our team. We have a solid varsity
group returning with many new ?irls whe will
aiso contribute to the success of the team this
year. The returning seniors have great talent
and leadership qualities that will add even
more strength to the team.”

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN
Head coach: James Fitzgerald, first year.
League affillation; WLAA (Lakes Division).
Last year's fintsh: sixth (WLAA meet); seventh
(Division | regional).
Notable losses to graduation: Kija Colis,
Amanda Femat, Sierra Richardson.
1Leading returnees; Ashiey Parker, Sr., sprints
(first-team All-Area 100; 400 relay; second-
team 800 relay); Chanel Payne, Jr., fong jump-
sprints (first-team All-Area 400 relay; second-
team 800 relay, third-team long jump); Ashley
Montgomery, Sr., sprints {first-team All-Area
400 relay; second-team 800 relay); Lakeysha

_ Smith, Sr., sprints (first-team All-Area 400

relay; second-team 800 relay; third-team 200;
Ryan Anderson, Jr., shot put; Jamie Metlas, Sr.,
nole vault-middle distance.

Promising newcomers: Brittany Brown, Sr.,
middle distance; Candice Williams, Soph,,
sprints (transfer from Wayne Memorial);
Danica James, Jr., hurdles; Jenn Drum, Soph.,
distance.

Fltzgerald's 2008 outlook: “The season
fooks bright. We had good numbers and

the athletes are working hard. We are
focusing on doing things the right way and
getting better every day. We have strong
{eadership refurning along with some talented
underclassmen. We expect to compete at

a high fevel and build team character. The
giris are focused and we're pleased with

their effort We look forward to a successful

season,”
WAYNE MEMORIAL

Head coact: Kevia Mitler, eighth year,
teague affiliation: WLAA (Western Division).
Last year's flnish; 12th (WLAA meet); 14th
{Division [ regional).
Notable losses to graduation: Kathy Hansen.
Leadlng returnees: Nastassia Goines, 5r.
sprints-hurdles; Ctaire Moro, Sr,, distance;
Melissa Smith, Sr. distance; Haley Hayes, Jr.,
middle distance; Lalita Hayes, Soph., middie
distance; Lakeisha Allen, Jr., sprints.
Promising newcomers: Meah Long, Fr., sprints.
Milier's 2008 outlook: “We had some
difficutties last year. With only 15 out we'li try
and develop kids individuaily. We're rebuitding
the team this year. We have to get our field
avents back and we don't have any relay feams
put together yet, Our long jump-pit is still
frozen and our shot put area is under water.
It's been hard, Qur step program doesn't end
untif Friday and we may get scme more kids.
We're looking for more bodies.”

LIYONIA LADYWOOD
Heatt coach: Lori Brauer, second year.

League affillation: Catholic League {Cantrat
Division). )
‘Last year's finish; third (Division 2 regional);
fourth (Catholic League).
Notable losses to graduation: Stephanie
DiGiandomenico, Kathryn Berger. Emily
Rozanski, Jenas Bahourz, Paige Evans.
Leading returnees; Megan Yanik, Soph.,
sprints-hurdles (second-team All-Area 400};
Katle Marasso, Jr., sprints (third-team All-Arez
200); 8rigid Molloy, Jr., throws {third-team
All-Area discus); Emily Bambach, Sr. distance;
Laura Grau, Sr., distance; Kelley Marcaccio,
Sr,, throws-distance; Kariee Siepierski, Sr.,
distance; Jenny Turzewskl, Sz, distance;
Allison Spitzley, Jr., Jumps-hurdtes; Margaret
Wojtanowski, Jr., sprints; Morgan Zuziak,
Jr. distance; Kelsey Soronen, Jr., distance;
Kathieen Theisen, Jr., distance; Mallory
Tomaszewski, Jr,, distance; Kasey Cox, Jr.,:
distance; Meredith Houska, Sopé., throws-
distance; Meghan Clarke, Soph., jumps-sprints;
Cathy Wojtanowski, Soph., distance; Maursen
Murphy, Soph., sprints; Haley Giordang, Soph.,
distance; Lisa Achacon, Soph., sprints.
Promising newcomers: Amanda Field, S,
distance; Julia Kenney, Jr., distance; Melissa
Wickman, Jr., distance; Mary Burdgick, Soph.,
throws; Kathleen Welsh, Soph., sprints; Megan
Vitale, Fr., sprints; Siobhan Aldridge, Fr,,
distance; Teresa Wojnarowski, Fr., sprints-
jumps ; Shanran Hoga, Fr., sprints-jumps;
Mercedes Black, Fr., distance; Lauren Micaltef,
FT. sprints; Melissa Laing, Fi., sprints; Emma
McClory, £, sprints.
Brauer's 2008 outlook: “i'm looking
toward our experienced athietes, iike state-
competitors Katle Morasso and Megan Yanik,
to help lead our your:g team, The talent that
has to come from the freshman class last year
and this Year is really exciting. Goals for this
year are to place higher for our leagua and
place higher at regional, We definitely want to
be returning qirls to state {meet) competition
as well as girls competing at that leve| for the
first time. With this group of girls and how
they're coming together, I think this will he a
great season.”

LIVONIA CLARENCEVILLE
Head coach: Brady Gustaison, third year,
League affiliation: Metro Conference.
Last year's finish: sixth (Metro Conference);
11th (Division 3 regional).
Notable losses to graduation: Enyioma
Okechukwu.
Leading returnees: Ashiey Kall, Sr,, 800-
discus; Areta Elfiet, Jr., sprints-lang jump;
Brushell Brown, Jr., sprints-relays; Shelby
Dermyre, Soph., 800-1,600-relays,
Promising newcomers: Marlene Azar, Jr,, 400-
800-relays; Alexa Bean, fr., 400-1,600 relay;
Jillian Burhop, Fr., sprints; Stephanie Lozane,
fr., hurdles-1,500 refay; Evangela Daniels, Fr.,
sprints-relays; Jenna Burgess, Fr., sho put-

discus.
Gustafson's 2008 outlook: “We're returning
ous four top scorers from '07 and have our
best freshman class in year. This should be
our most balanced and most talented team
we've had in many vears. Fifteen of our 21 girls
are underciassmen, which bodes well for the
future. Aneta Elliot is our returning captain
and MYP from & year ago. She should be at the
top of our conterence in the 100, 400 and lohg
jump. Ashley Hall qualified for ‘states’ in her
first year of throwing as a juniors. She looks
to capture a conference crown and refurn
to ‘states’ in the discus. Ashley's on pace to
braak the school's discus record, as welf as
being a part of the team which wiil break the
school record in the 4 x 80D relay. Dermyre
is looking to buiid upon her freshman year
where she finished second in scoring. She's a
versatile athiete running every event from the
400 up. Brushetl (Brown; is poised to climb the
conference ranks in the 200 after finishing six
last year, She, along with Aneta, wil! lead our
young group of sprinters. Daniels and Azar
added depth to a great returning class.”
LUTHERAN HiGH WESTLAND
Head coach; Randy Clark, third vear.
League affiliation: Metro-Conference.
Last year's finish: first (Division 4 regional);
sacond (Metro Conference meet).
Notabie fosses to graduation: Lauren
Schwecke (second-team Ail-Area); Kathering -
Mackenzie, Amy Maynard, Erin Rauch, Ashiey
Taylor-Vdss.
Leading returnees: Sekah Kroesing, Sr.,
hurdles: Katle Krueger, Sr,, shot put-discus;
Oliviz Rork, Sr., shot put-sprints; Myrian
Storck, Sr., pole vault-hurdles; Megan Kohtz,
Jr, leng jump, sprints; Katey Ramthun,
Jr., 200-400-800; Becca Refenes, Jr., shot
put-discus-sprints: Emillla Freeman, Soph.,
high jump-sprints; Brittany Maynard, Soph,,
tdistance; Nicote Zehet, Sgoh., pole vault-
middte distance.
Promising newcomers: Julie Jongsma, Sr.,
high jump-long jump-middie distance; Kendal
Grubbs, Jr., long iump-middie distance; Allyson
Yankee, Jr, iong jump-middie distance; Randi
Charters, Fr., shot put-discus; Beth LaRose,
fr., distance; Sarah Maynard, Fr., distance;
Jacquelyn Schwartz, Fr,, hurdles-spriats.
Clark's 2008 outlook: "The departure -
of my assistant coach Jéremy Fabiisto
pursue his graduate degree will make for
a chalienging year. Returning veterans
wilt provide a solid core in all areas. The
addition of newcomers will fill some iarﬁe .
holes in ihe lineup due to graduation. The
Metro Conference is always a challenge with
the stiff competition we'll be facing over
the next couple of months, Regionals will be
at home for the first time on our new track,
Given the fact that we have most of our
meets at home wili be a pius.”

TRIALS

FROM PAGE B1

Fox will swim the 200 but-
terfly, where she ranks 66th
nationally; the 200 IM (84th
ranked); and 100 butterfly
(108th ranked).

“We're hopeful with four
more days of tapering,” Hafner
said. “We'll let her make a good
run against good competition.
She has a great chance of mak-
ing three cuts, and she’ll also
swim the 400 freestyle.”

Fox normally swims morn-
ings with Hafner at Franklin
before returning to the Novi
Sports Club after school with
the Sturgeons.

“She’s got a strong drive to
be good,” said Hafner, who
began coaching Fox at age 8.
“She has a strong inner core
of her body. She’s consistently
improved since age 9 and she
won state titles at 10, She went
to a regional select camp for
the top 13- and 14-year-old
swimmers. She’s versatile. She
can swim anything.”

Fox would like no better to
earn a spot in the Trials in
the 200 IM where she will go
up against her favorite swim-
mer, Northville High grad and
just recently crowned NCAA
champion Ava Ohlgren of
Auburn University.

“She’s ranked in the top
eight (in the 200 IM},” Fox
said. “She always gave me talks
before my swims. It will get me

purnped up in the Trials.”

Fox’s accomplishment
went virtually unnoticed at
Stevenson with the exception
of a few people. She doesn’t
gwim for her high school team
and doesn't like to toot her
own horn.

“Most people have no idea
except for a couple my friends,
and a couple of teachers know,”
she said.

With all the training and
schooling, Fox doesn't have
much time for socializing.

She carries a 2.7 grade point
average and lists Advanced
Placement U.S. History as her
favorite subject where shes
currently studying the Cold
‘War.

“I basically study, swim and
watch Lifetime (TV network)
with my best friends,” Fox
joked.

Fox’s quest for Olympic
Trials cuts, however, has been
rewarding.

“My coaches know what
to do to push me,” she said.
“They’re 30 dedicated and I'm

thankful they've taken me this

far”

Following the Trials, Fox
will swim July 29 in the U.S.
Open followed by the Speedo
Junior Nationals Aug. 4, both.
in Minneapolis, Minn.

‘Meanwhile, she hopes the -
magic carpet ride will continue.

“L hope to get the rest of my
cuts,” Fox said. “But right now
I'm still on ‘Cloud Nine.”

bemons@oe.homecomm.net | {734} §53-2123

THE WEEK AHEAD

PREP BASEBALL
Thursday, Aprél3 -
F.H. Harrison at Churéhill, 4 p.m.
Friday, April 4
Dearborn at Frankiin, 4 p.m.
Belleville at Wayne, 4 p.m.
Riverview at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m.
Ply, Christian af Luth. Westland, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 5 (ali double-headers)
Belleville at Franklin, 11a.m.
Farmington &t Jeha Glenn, 11a.m,
Ypsilanti Lincoin at Wayne, Ha.m,
5 SQFTBALL
Thursday, Aprii 3
Farmingtan at Churchitl (2), 4 p.m.
Friday, April 4
Dearborn at Stevenson, 4 p.m,
Riverview at Clarenceville, 230 p.m.
Ply. Christian at Luth. Westland, 430 p.m.
Saturday, Aprll 5 (all double-headers}
Ypsilanti Lincoln at Wayne, 17a.m.
GIRLS SOCCER
Thursday, April 3
Ladywood at Bivine Child, 4 p.m.
Luth. Westland at Wash. Christian, 5 p.m.
Friday, April 4 ‘
Ply, Christian at Luth, Westland, 4:30 p.m.
Stevensen at Canton, 5:30 p.m.
Franklin at [.H. Crestwood, 7 p.m,
BOYS & GIRLS TRACK
Thursday, April 3 .
Churchilt at W.L. Western, 3:30 p.m.
Salem at ffanklin, 330 p.m.
Stevenson at Canten, 3:30 p.m.
John Glenn at Wayne, 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Apri §
Franklin Patrict Relays, 9 a.m.
GIRLS TENNIS
Thursday, April 3
John Glenn at Garden City, 4 o.m.

" Ladyweod vs. R.0. Shrine at Schoolcraft, 4 p.m.

Southfield-Lathrup vs. Clarenceville
at Livonia's Bicentennial Park, 4:30 p.m.
. Friday, April 4
Farmington at Churchill, 4 p.m.
Franklin at F.H. Harriscn, 4 p.m.
Wayne at Ypsilanti Lincoln, 4 p.m.
Redford Union at Clarencaville, 430 pm.
Saturday, April 5 .
A.A. Pioneer Quad Meet, 6a.m.
Riv. Gabriei Richard Invitational, 9 a.m.
BOYS GOLF .
Thursday, April 3
. Fellows Creek Cup, B:30 a.m.
Friday, Aprii 4
Huron Yalley vs, Dakiand Christian, 2:30 p.m.
GIRES LACROSSE
Saturday, Aprif 5
Ladywood Tournament, 9 a.m.
MEN'S COLLEGE BASEBALL
Thursday, April 3
Rechester at Madonna, 2 p..
© Saturday, April 5
Madonna at St. Xavier, I!, (2), 1p.m.
Sunday, Aprii 6
Madonna at St. Xavier (2), 1p.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOFTBALL
Thursday, April 3
Madonna at Siena Heighis (2), 4 pm.
Friday, April 4
Cornerstone at Madonna (2), 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 5
Aqguinas Cellege at Madenna (2),1p.m.
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APRIL
Of Our New Livonia Location
at 16971 Newburgh
corner of 6 mile & Newburgh, next to Walgreens
riday, April 4th, 2008 Only...
Buy 1 Entree, Get 1 Entree

anytime from 11 am - 8 pm ¢ Lim

gy

Open 7 Days a Week...11am -10 pm

: 734-432-2011 -
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CHILDREN’S WONMEN MEN
Shirts 99¢ and up  Blouses 99¢ and up Suits $4.98 an
ants 99¢ and up  Slacks 99¢ and up Shirts 99¢ and

Coats 99¢ andup  Dresses 99¢ and up Pants 99¢ and u;

Shoes 99¢ and up  Shoes 99¢ and up Shoes 99¢ an

iven away Sat. April 12th at 1:00 pm
{(Must be present to win)

Drive Thru Donation
Drop Off Area!

Owned and Operated by the Disabled American Veterans
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ApriI is
Michigan
wine month

id you know that of
14,500 vineyard acres,
= Michigan has 1,800
acres devoted to wine grapes,
making it the'eighth state in
wine grape productlon? In the
7w last 10 years,
Michigan
vineyard area
has increased
more than 60
percent.
Annually,
Michigan’s
more than
50 commer-
cial wineries

Focus on Wine

Ray & Eleanor  produce over

ﬂeald ... 375,000 cases
of wine, rank-
ing it 13th in

the nation for wine produc-
tion and attracting a million
visitors who generate an esti-
mated $8.6 million in wine-
related tourism. The wine and
grape industry contributes
about $800 million annually
to Michigan's economy.

Of the classic European
varieties, a.k.a. vitis vinifera,
Riesling is the most widely
planted white variety and
Pinot Noir, the most widely -

planted red in the state. In * ~

2007, Michigan wines were
awarded 800 medals at
national and international
competitions.

VINTAGE 2007
Michigan is already her-
alded for its Riesling wines
~ dry, semi-dry and late har-
vest dessert styles. However,
“Michigan’s producers could
not be happier with the early
assessment of its red wines
from last year’s harvest,
"Some 2007 reds,” says Black
Star Farms winemaker Lee
Lutes, “are better than 2005.”
The 2007 white wines
will begin to see release this
month, but the reds are at
least a year away. From the
2005 vintage, though, try
cabernet franc, merlot and
pinot noir. If you're bored
with chardonnay, try one
from Michigan, theyre crisp
and not nearly as pumped
with oak.

MORE WINERIES TO OPEN

This year, six new winer-
ies are slated to open. They
include Krolczyk Cellars in
Freesoil, Clay Avenue Cellars
in Muskegon, Rose Valley
Winery in Rose City, Two
Lads Winery on Old Mission
Peninsula, and in Lake
Leelanau Forty-Five North
and Circa Winery. These
bring the state’s winery total
to 56.

“Sales of Michigan wines
grew more than 14 percent
in 2007, reports Michigan
Grape & Wine Industry
Council’s Linda Jones.
“Overall state wine sales from
all global points of origin
were up 3.4 percent.” Jones
also noted that to kick off
Michigan Wine Month,

Please see WINE, D2

Diane Murphy Krupa

won the 19th Annuat

% Ghiordes Knot Creative
‘Space Competition at

the Michigan Design

i Center in Troy with her

"Temple Carvings.”

. Krupa, of Flat Rock, is

' a student at Eastern

 Michigan University's

't School of Engineering

Technology.

Students
design rooms
around rugs

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

A rug is like a palette, says
Rhoda Goldman.

“Rugs are like a piece of art
on the floor,” said the showrcom
managet of Ghiordes Knot at the
Michigan Design Center in Troy.
From that, designers can choose
wall colors, draperies and furni-
ture for clients seeking a new look
for their homes. _

Design students received a
practice session for the work-
ing world with rugs in the 19th
Annual Ghiordes Knot Creative
Space Competition. Goldman said
57 students from seven Michigan
schools, colleges and universities
participated.

The students illustrate the rug
as a focal point in the room, and
interpret the rugs provided by
(Ghiordes Knot. This year'’s rugs
were Timor by Asmara, a needle-
point carpet, and Temple Carvings
by Inner Asia,a Tibetan trellis.
The entries were judged March
20 by a panel of professional

Casey Hooley of Grand Rapids, a student at Kendatl Cotlege Art & Design, won an
honarable mention in ¢he competition with her Timor rug design.

designers, who are American
Society of Interior Designers mem-
bers,

“A lot of the instructors, who are
also ASID members, use it as a
classroom project,” Goldman said.
“Two of the judges said how good
it is that in'this cornputer day and
age, that (these students) could
use the graph paper for a client,
instead of the CAD program.”

The winner was Diane Murphy
Krupa, a student of Easter

. Michigan Univérsity’s School of

Engineering and Technology, for
her use of Temple Carvings. In
her entry’s Inspiration Statement,
Krupa wrote: “Temple Carvings
is-an intricately woven jewel. The

rug’s rich hues, floral motif and
rhythmic geometry all help lend a-
sense of timelessness to the space.”
She also wrote: “An intriguing
harmony bétween the fluid metion
of the rug’s rich colors is reflected

. by the natural beauty of the state

accent wall, This sets the stage for
a savvy, sophisticated setting.”
Runners-up received honor-

able mention awards. They were
Casey Hooley of Grand Rapids, a
student at Kendall College of Art
and Design; and Lara Carlson, of
Howell and a student at EMU, for
their Timor rug interpretations.

. The winner will receive $400;

Please sec DESIGN, B2

New wireless gadget streams music from your PC to any room in the house

Ouestion I have a ]arge music
library-on my PC, My stereo
is located in a different room.
How can I streani music from
cnetothe
other?

Answer: If
you've got
$1,000to
spare, get
yourself a
Sonos Digital
Music System
- (sonos.com),
one of my all-
time favorite
gadgets.

- Toorich for
your blood?
For about $400 you can get the
next best thing: Logitech’s new
Squeezebox Duet (logitech,
comy). Like the Sonos, this nifty
kit comhines a wireless receiv-

Tech Savvy

Rick Broida

Thursda‘,r, April 3; 2008
The Ohserver & Eccentrlc Newspapers
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Garden party

English Gardens will host its.
Annual Garden Party Weekend
on Saturday, April 5 and Sunday,
April 6, The weekend kicksoff =
the annual gardening season and
features free gardening presenta-

: _ tions, refreshments and a look &t

what’s new for 2008.

The event is free, open to
the public and held at all seven
English Gardens stores in Ann
Arbor, Clinton Twp., Dearborn
Heights, Eastpointe, Royal Oak/
Troy, West Bloomfield, and its

" .newest location in Brighton.

More than 25 topics ranging
from perennials to container
gardening to earth-friendly
gardening, will be presented,
including a presentation by Janet

- Macunovich, co-founder and

senior instructor of the Michigan
School of Gardening with Color
Schemes in the Garden, 1 p.m.
Saturday, April 5 in Royal Oak
and Season-Long Color with
Perennials, 3 p.m. Sunday, Apul 6
in West Bloomfield.

English Gardens is located at

: 4901 Coolidge Highway, Royal

Oak. Call (248) 280-9500 and
6370 Orchard Lake Road, West
Bloomfield (248} 851-7506.

CHARITY ASSISTED

Variety, the children’s char-
ity, has created a new “Learning
Lunch” series, 2 new program
designed to provide women in
the community with speakers on
topics important to them, while
raising funds to support children
of the region.

The premiere event is a Table
'Tops Luncheon at {1 a.m. April
16 at the Pine Lake Country Ciab,
3300 Pine Lake Road in Orchard
Lake. The event highlights beau-
tifully designed and decorated -
tables and will also feature a pre-
sentation by Karen Carroll, editor
of Southern Accents magazine,

Carroll is a frequent lecturer
on entertaining and home design
and, in addition to her role as edi-
tor of Southern Accents, wrote
Entertaining with Southern Style,
as well as contributed to the
books Accents on Accessories and
Southern Style.

Event co-chairs Karen DeKoker
and Lisa Petrella have also
planned a specia) preview for
benefactors the night before.
Carroll will be featured at “Supper
with Southern Accents” at 6:30
p-m. Tuesday, April 15 at the Liome
of Lisa and Ennio Petrella.

Ticket prices for Variety’s Table
Tops Luncheon are: Friend, $75,
or a table of eight, $600; Patron,

. $125, or atable of eight, $1,000; or

Benefactor, $175, or a table of eight
$1,400. To purchase tickets or for
mere information, call Vanety at
(248) 258~ -5511.

DAHLIA DAY -

The Michigan Dahlia
Association spensors Dahlia. -
Day to assist dahlia growers and
would-be growers to prepare for
the 2008 growing season. Learn
about taking dahlias from storage;
dividing clumps; starting tubers

‘indoors; preparing your garden

soil; planting, feeding and spray-
ing, and more, ‘
The event,is free and sched-

er that connects to your stereo
(or a set of powered speakers)
and an iPod-like remote that

* controls playback.

Logitech’s software can
stream just about any kind
of audio files on your PC,
including songs in your iTunes
library. The exception is
DRM-protected tracks, such
as those you've purchased

from the iTunes Store or Zune

Marketplace.

The Squeezebox can also
connect to a wide variety
of Internet music services,
including Rhapsody, Pandora,
and Shoutcast. Some of them
require subscriptions, but oth-
ers are free. I particularly like
Radictime, which lets you
stream live radio from stations
around the world.

It's a pretty cool product,

though I did encounter a few
setup hassles. What's more, the
Squeezebox requires your PC
to remain on at all tiries if you
want to play your music collec-
tion. You'll also need to have a
Wi-Fi router in the house.

If you don’t mind being
tethered to your TV, the .
Apple TV (apple.com/applety)
accomplishes the same music-
streaming magic (though cnly
with iTunes libraries) and costs
even less ($229) It does video,
too.

Question: What are RSS

feeds, and why should I bother *

with them?
Answer: RSS stands for

* Really Simple Syndication,

but you can think of it as a way

Please see TECH, D2

Logitech's Squeezebox Duet streams your music fibrary and Internet

music to nearly any reom in the house.

uled 2-4:30 p.m. Sunday, April
6, in the upstairs meeting rooms
at the Taylor Sportsplex, 13333
Telegraph (between Eureka and

i Northline roads in Taylor.

FARMINGTON GARDEN CLUB
i Learn-about growing gera~
! niums with John Wendland,
retired gronndskeeper of Oakland
University and head of the
Meadowbrook Estate Greenhouse
at the monthly meeting of the
Farmingion Garden Club, at noon
April 7. Wendland discusses the
geraniun’s history, culture axd
‘varieties at the Spicer Housein |
Heritage Park, Farmington Road
between 10 and 11 Mile roads.
Guests are welcome. .

Call (248) 626-6322 or visit

for information.

www. Farmingtongardenclub.com

1wy
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Vibrations are a problem
with new washers

onsumers probably com-
plain the most about
vibrations in today’s new
washers.

With all the laundry rooms
moved to the first and second
floors you can bet your bot-
tom dollar
that “walk-
ing” washing
machines are a
huge problem.
i1 Clothes

| washers were
designed to
operate on a
solid floor, like
cement. Today’s
washers have

a spin speed
faster than

machines of old. The positive
of this high speed is a laundry
load that comes out with very
little water in the clothes and
a much quicker drying time
in the clothes dryer, which in
effect saves energy. But, if the
laundry room floor is not as
solid as the Rock of Gibraltar,
you may end up with a washer
that moves several inches or

Appliance
Doctor

‘even feet during its operation.

The following e-mail really
threw me a curve but in the
end, the consumer gave me the
answer to his problem.

Jim wrote: “Our washer
likes to take walks during the
spin cycle, It shakes and the
machine has actually walked
3 to 4 inches at times. I have
tried everything from re-
adjusting the load to making

sure the machine was level. I
have checked the feet to make
sure they are set. Do you have
any suggestions for me?”

Jim enclosed his phone
number in his e-mail, which
made it easy to have a lengthy
discussion, and allowed me to
ask several questions. I made
sure to point out that the legs
should be brought up as close
to the washer frame as possible
as this helps to give the washer
more stability. I asked all the
pertinent questions to make
sure I covered all the bases
before I started asking about
the floor in his first floor laun—
dry room.

He told me that the laundry
room and kitchen area floors
were constructed with 2 inches
of cemnent. He had Italian
Marble imported from Italy °
to lie.overthe cement and his
floors were as solid a founda-
tion as can be created. I agreed
and ran out of questions and
solutions.

Then Jim mentioned the
washer sits on a pedestal and
the light bulb came on in my
head. I remembered the appli-
ance dealer who started selling
these pedestals to homeowners
who didn't like bending down
when using their front load
washers and how many of these
customers were complaining
about their washer moving all
over the place.

In many cases all e did
was remove the pedestal and
the problem was solved. I am
awaiting.a new e-mail from.

Jim and I'll bet money his
problem is taken care of,

The pedestal was created
when the new front loader hit -
the market 10 years ago.

People were concerned that -

" it might be a pain ifi the back

1o bend over when using the
washer. (The pedestal) also
proved to be extra profit for
appliance dealers across the
country.) There is no doubt that
it makes laundry easier but it

“ would

be wise for a shopper who
buys one to have the dealer
agree to a refund on the ped-
estal if the washer should rock
and roll.

You might even think about
purchasing a new top loader,
which have spin speeds as

~ quick as the front loaders.

In the old days when I hiad
a complaint on a vibrating
clothes washer that wasina
first or second floor laundry

‘room I visited the home and

move the washer to the garage
floor. I would tell the customer
that if it shakes in the garage
“] will give you a brand new
washer.” It never happened,
folks! The washing machine
belongs in the basement. Stay
tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heard af 8 a.m.
Saturdays on WAAM 1600, His phone
nomber is (734) 9711600 Ext. 28, Do
yol have a question about an appli-
ance or have & problem with one?
E-mail it to kabramcz@hometownlife.
com and it wilt be forwarded o Joe
Gagnon,

tf yow have an item for the garden
calendar, please submit it at least
two weeks prior to the event to Ken
Abramezyk at kabramc,z@hometown-
life.com.

Vendors Sought
Vendors who seil fruits, vegetables,
flowers, plants, herbs, organic pre-
duce, honey, maple syrup, candles,
soaps and other natura! products
are being sought for this year's
Southfield Farmers' Market, open 7
a.m.-dp.m, Thursdays June 5- late
October utside the Miliennium
Centre, 15600 J.L. Hudson Drive. Call
{248) 796-5196 to apply.

Learn botanicat plant names
Demystify those confusing nlant
names and learn {o pronounce those
Greek and Latin names of plants,
instructed by Ellyn Meyers, horti-
culturist and instructor at Lansing
Community College, 10-11:30 a.m.
April 5, Hidden Lake Gardens, 6280 W.
Munger (M50}, Tipton (517) 431-2060.

Michigan Wiidfiower Presentation
Susan Charette, parannial department
manager at Goldner Walsh Nursery,
explores the wild side of spring and

GARDEN CALENDAR

beauty of Michigan wildflowers, a.m.
Aprit12, free, Goldner Walsh Nursery,
559 Orchard Lake Rd., Pontiac, call
(248} 332-6430 to reserve a place.

The Community House .

A series of classes dedicated to
the greening of America, issues
and soiutions for improving the
environment; Geing Green, (native
plants, water saving principles, fower
pesticide use), 7:30-9 p.m. April 15
10-11:30 a.m. April 17; Landscaping
for a Healthy River 7-8 p.m. Aprit17;
Nature Near Yeu, 1-2;30 p.m, April 2
Spending Lean on Building Green,
7-9 p.m. Aprit 23; Residential Rain
Gardens, 7-8:30 p.m. May 1. 380 S,
Bates, Birmingham cafl {248) 644-
5832 to reqgister, or visit online at
www.communityhouse.com.

The Community House Garden Ciub
“New Plants That Thrive in Qur
Climate” with George Papadels,
owner of Telly's Greenhouse, who will
conduct a presentation that wil! help
YOou prepare your spring and summer
gardens by using new plants that
thrive in our climate, 7 p.m. April 21,
The Community House, 380 South

Bates Street, Birtningham, The public
fs fnvited. Reservations are not neces-
sary. A §5 donation is requested at
the door or $20 for garden club mem-
bership. Call {248) 594-6410.

thore-Garden, Less Lawn
David Michener, associate curator,
University of Michigan 8otanical
Gardens and Nichols Arboretum,
on redoing the garden, presented by
The Village Gardeneers of Lathrup
Yillage, 6:30-8:30 p.m. April 21,
Community Rnom of the Lathrup
Viliage Municipal Buiding, 27400
Southfieid Road, 3 blocks north of I-
694, visit htto://lvgardeneers.home.
comcast.net or call Susan.Arneson
{248-443-1703) or Nancy Bacinski
{248-569-6548),

British Floral Artist
Friends of Art & Flowers at the
Detroit Institute of Arts present Jane
Packer: Colour lecture and demon-
stration 10:30 a.m. May 7, DIA Lecture
Hall, lecturs and luncheon $50, lec-
ture only $25, ook signing to follow,
for reservations, call (313) 833-4005,
www.dia.org, for information, call
(313 8331717,

Cranbrook Seeks Docents
Historic Cranbrook House seeks
docents to conduct tours of the 1908
home. Choose eight-week training ses-
sions Tuesday evenings or Wednesday
mornings beginning March 4, Separate
sessions will be held for Garden docents

HOME CALENDAR

only. The tour seasor runs from May
through October, Cranbrook House and
Gardens Auxiliary also weicomes volun-
teers for estate gardening, greenhouse
management, the Wildfiowsr Rescue
Program and Gatehouse admissions
center. Call {248) 645-3143.

Come visit our new store ancl
dream of summer.
{ ots of Paho fumiture and

gardcn artto sit on, look at
and dream about

f PLYMOUTH
NURSERY

HOME &8 GARDEN SHOWRLNACE

FRESH, HAPPY PANSIES.
vailable in bowls

A 3
' \inc[ é Pack flats.

734-453-5500

www.plymouthnursety.net

>

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./ Plymouth Rd.

7 Miles West of 1-275

1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
narinsemnCZRCE 0f Golfre B

Early Spring Hours:

Mon-Sat 9-6 + Sum 10-5 o o

The Birmingham Showhouse
“An ideal home created from a wom-
an's perspective,” Sept. 18-21, ben-
efits Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer
Institute, snonsored by Wellington
Chase Homes and Michigan Design
Center, also open Sept. 25-28, 4,580-
square-foot English Arts and Crafis
style, developed by women with prod-
ucts exclusively from MDC, visi¢ michi-
gandesign.com or Showhouse Web ¢
site at birminghamshowhouse.com.

www.hometovfnlifa.com

Lara Carlson of Howell, a student at Ea&éi’ﬁ"Mii:higan University, also won an honorable mention.

DESIGN

FROM PAGE D1

the two honorable mentions
get $200 each.

The winning designs will be

displayed on April 4, which is

also Michigan Design Center's -

Student Careers Day.
Students also learned sbout
the rugs at Ghiordes. Some
even came to the showroom,
others used a catalog with
photos to study the rugs.
“Those students are so inter-
ested in being at the Michigan

-

Design Center,” Goldman said.
“Tt gives them a nice sense of
what's going on in the world of
design. From the showroom,
they can see what is avail-
able, from contemporary to
antiques.”

kabramecz®hometowniife.com

FROM PAGE D1

the Council is Iaunching a
redesigned website at www.
michiganwines.com.

This month, the new 48-
page 2008 Michigan Wine
Country magazine will be
released. It contains maps
and touring information. You

‘can request a complimentary

copy on the website above

.or contact the Council at

(517)241-1207.
CELEBRATORY EVENTS

A number of wine events
are being held this month
around the state:

® April 5 Sandhill Crane
Vineyards kicks off Mlchlgan
Wine Month with new wine
releases and hors d’'oeuvres.
Log on to www.sandhilleran-
evineyards.com.

W April 12 Cooking with
Wine Seminar at Cherry
Creek Cellars www.cherry-
creekwine.com.

B April 15-20 Celebrate
Michigan Wines on the
T.eelanau and Old Mission
Peninsulas www.lpwines.com
or wwwwineriesofoldmis-

MICHIGAN WINE PICKS

"$30,
Table Wines:
$15.50

Peninsula 525

direct from the winery.

BUBBLES, BUBBLES, BUBBLES and in this category, the following
L. MAWBY sparkling wines from Leelanau Peninsula are hard to beat: .
‘Blanc de Bfanc $18, Blanc de Noir $18 and our very favorite Talismon

2005 St. Julian St. J Merlof, Lake Michigan Shore $10

2006 Black Star Farms Arcturos Pinot Gris, 01d Mission Peninsufa $13. 50
2006 St. Julian St. J Riesling, Lake Michigan Shore $15

| 2006 Black Star Farms Arcturos Dry Riesfing, Otd Mission Peninsula

2006 Black Star Farms Arcturos “three block fot" Merlot Leelanau
2006 Brys Estate Artisan Series Pinot Noir, 0ld Mission Peninsula $40
Note: Due to the surge in popularity of Michigan wines, some of the
suggested wines may be sold out. Get your bid in at the wmery wa their

wine club fof 2007, You won't be sorry.

If a retailer does not stock a specific wine we recommend, order it

sion.com.

® April 19-20 Michigan
Wine Celebration sponsored
by the Southeast Michigan
Pioneer Wine Trail www.pio-
neerwinetrail.com.

B April 25-27 Chef’s

‘Chalienge at Shanty Creek

Resort www.shantycreek.com.

Eleanor & Ray Heald are contrib-
uting editors for the internation- .
ally-respected Quarteriy Review

of Wines and Trov residents who
write about wine and spirits for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.
Contact them by e-mait at focuson-
wine@aol.com.

TECH

FROM PAGE D1

to digest lots of information
quickly and easily.

Most Web sites that regularly
publish new content (think
news outlets, blogs, and so on)
make their content available via
RSS “feeds.”

By using a “feed reader;’ you
can peruse the latest content
from your favorite sites under
one roof, instead of jumping
from one site to another.

A feed reader can be a stand-
alone program or 2 Web site.
I'm partial to Google Reader
(google.com/reader), which
makes it a snap to “subscribe” to
any site that has an RSS feed.

Just look for the little orange
RSS icon, which for Firefox
users appears on the right
side of the Web address bar.
Internet Explorer 7 users will

find it on the toolbar near the

right side of the screen.

Within Google Reader you
can browse new content from
each site, organize subscrip-
tions into folders, “star” inter-
esting items for later reference,
e-mail items to friends, and,
of course (this being a Google
product), search your subscrip-
tion content.

Like most Google goodies,
‘Reader costs nothing to use,
so you should definitely give it
atry. Using a feed reader may
seem a little awkward at first,
but I gnarantee it'll save you
time over the long run.

Question: Is there a program
that can save me from having
to type the same phrases over
and over?

Answer: There are several, One
of my favorites is PhraseExpress
for Windows (phrasecexpress.
com), an auto-complete utility
that automatically inserts text
when you type an abbreviation
or hit a hotkey.

For example, suppose you

often end your e-mails with,
“Thanks for your time. I look
forward to hearing from you.”
With PhraseExpress, you

- could simply type “tit,” and the

program would automatically
insert the full text in its place.
The software works in any
application. It includes a global
spell-check feature and a clip-
board history tool (which stores
all recent clipboard entries,
not just the most recent one).
It can even import existing =~ -
AutoCorrect entries from Word,
then use therm across all appli-
cations. _ :
It’s hard to believe such a
robust utility is a freebie, but
it’s true: PhraseExpress doesn't
cost a penny.

Rick Broida writes'about comput-
ers and technology for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, Broida, of
Commerce Township, also writes the

~ Cheapskate blog for CNET {blogs.cnet,

com/cheapskate). He welcomes ques-
tions sent to rick.broida@gmail.cor.

If you have an item for the food
calendar, please submit it af [east
two weeks prior o the event to Ken
abramczyk, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham
48009, e-mail kabramcz@hometownlife.
com, or fax (248) 644-1314,

Vino Mania
Wine tasting, wine games, food and
live jazz band, proceeds benefit
Children’s Health and Weilness in
Oakland County, T:30 -10 p.m, Aprii 3,

FOOD CALENDAR

$60, The Community House, 380 5. ~
Bates, 8irmingham (248) 644-5832,
www.communityhouse.com.

Heaithy Eating Made Easy
Learn how to cook gourmet yet
healthy meals with Michigan Heaith
coach Cheryl Heppard and chef Matt
Schellig, the first and third Thursdays

- of every.month. Learn about Greek
foods Aprit 3and 17 May Taad 15 is
veqgan, focated at Aunt Olives, 525 N,
0ld Woodward in Birmingham, classes

© are 6:30-8:30 p.m., $50 per
person, for more info and to
pre-register cail {248) 592-0869
or visit www.MichiganHealthCoach.
com

Great American Meatout
Events encourage peopie to go
meatless for the day and explore
a plant-based diet, noon-5 p.m.
Aprit 13, Ferndale High Schaal, 881
Pinecrest (south of Nine Mile Road,
west of Woodward, 510 adults, $5

students, free to children under 6
and VegMichigan members, call www.
VeogMichigan.org, 877-778-3464,

Learn at Lunch '
Create meals from the pantry with
spring soup, pan-seared salmon and a
trio of sauces, quick corn pudding and
tree-form fruit pies, $8 materials fee
payable in cass, 11a.m. p.m. April 14,

" 380 Sauth Bates Street, Birmingham,
(248) 644:5832, or online at www.
communityhouse.com.

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING -
ON PROPOSED 2008-09 BUDGET -

In compliance with “Act No. 43,” State of Michigan Public Act of
1963, and “Act No. 2, State of Michigan Public Acts of 1968 -
(“Bection 16" of the i eting and Accounti ,
Schooleraft College publishes this notification of a public hearing.
on the proposed 2008-09 College budget. This hearing is to take [
place at 7:00 p.m, on Wednesday, April 23, 2008, at the Grote
Administration Center, 18600 Haggerty Road, Livonia, Michigan. A -
copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection at the
above rddrese during normal business hours.

The property tax millage rate proposed to

be levied to support the proposed budget
will be a subject of this hearing.

Jill F, (¥Sulliven

Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

Publish: April 3, 2008 .
i OCEGOBUATEN 213
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Obtain a vehicle loan
for $5,000 or more and

pick a balloon to Pop &
Win! You could win one
of these great prizes:*

- $25 Gas Card

- - $50Gas Card
~ + $100 Cash

2

Community Alliance Credit Union. Interest on loan
begins to accrue from the date the loan is disbursed.

- Must qualify for the deferred payment. Gifts from
online loan approvals will be revealed by one of our
Member Services Representatives. One prize per
vehicle foan. Minimum loan advance is $5,000. Prizes
valued from $25 to $100. Offer available until June 30,
2008 or while supplies last. Tiger tickets cannot be
redeemed for cash.

EST.1966 o CREDIT UNION

Your Guide To Financial Success

Main Office = Livonia Branch |
1 Auto Club Drive 37401 Plymouth Road
Dearborn, Ml 48126 | ‘Livonia, Ml 48150
313.336.1534 - 734.464.8079

800.287.0046 -

communityalliancecu.org

N
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| BELIEFS & VALUES |

www. hometownlife.com

If you want to submit an item for

the religicn calendar, fax it to (734)
591-1279 or write: Religion Calendar,
Qbserver Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150. Oeadline
for an announcement to appear in the
Thursday editian is noon Monday.

APRIL

Spaghetti dinner

PBJ Qutreach Inc. {www.phjoutreach.
0rg} sponsors a Super Slammin’
Spaghetti Jam 5-8 p.m. Saturday April
5, following 4 p.m. mass at Jur Lady of
Good Counsel Church Social Hall, 47650
N. Territorial, Plymouth, Fun family
night includes spaghetti dinner, cash
bar, activities for kids, and raffie/door
prizes. All proceeds go to the Peanut
Butter and Jelly Ministry which pro-
vides food on a weekly basis to our
brothérs and sisters in Detroit's Cass
Corridor. Tickets $7 aduits, $3 ages
3-2, under age 3 free. For tickets, cali
Linda Bzrterian at (734} 459-0771.

Mom to Mom sale

Connection Church (formatly Tri-City
Christian) is having their Spring -
Mom to Mom Sale 8:30 a.m. to 1p.m,
Saturday, Aprit 5, at 3855 Sheldon,
north of Michigan Ave., Carton; For
details, send e-mail to mamZmom-
sale@yahoo.com. Tabte rentals sold

to capacity with aver 75 moms selling
their kids' clothes, toys, baby equip-
ment, efc. Admission§1.

Bethany Suburban West

All separated, divorced and singles
welcome. For details, call Kathy (734)
513-5475. Monthly dance 6 p.m. to mid-
night Saturday, April 5, at St. Roberi
Bellarmine, 27101 W, Chicago at Inkster
Rd., Redford. Cost'$10, refreshments
inciuded. Doors open at 730 p.m. 0J is
Dick Gerathy, Cali Diane for information
(734) 261-5716.

- Clothing bank

PR &b A

Canton Christian Fellowship Clothing
Bank is open 10 2.m. to nocn on the
fourth Saturday of every month at the
church, 8775 Ronda Drive, south of
Joy, between Haggerty and Lilley, The
Clothing Bank is open to everyone who
is in need of new or fike-new clothing.

Oonations accepted. For information,
call (734) 404-2480 or visit www.
CantonCF.arg. '
Seekers of spirituat intetligence
Beacon Hill Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) explores the multi-faceted
theme of spiritual intelligence during
the 1 p.m. Sunday worship service in
Aprit at St. Michael Lutheran Church
Chapel, 7000 N. Sheldon, south of
Warren, Canton {enter through the
south double doors next to the play
area) For information, call {313} 402-
6900 or £313) B06-PRAY, send e-maii to
beaconhiliccdoc@aoi.com.
Reformed Protestant services
The doctrines and teachings of solid,

Reformed Protestantism are preached

by Rev. Sean Humby 3:30 p.m. Sundays
at the Detroit Preaching Staion of the
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing),
at Cherry Hit School, 50440 Cherry
Hill, corner of Ridge, Canfon. Fer
information, cail {T34) 402-7186, send
e-Mait to sean.humby@atL.net, or visit

" www.members.aol.com/rsiworship/
detroit.htmi,

Vacation Bible Schooi
Registration begins Aprit 7 for
Yacation Bible School to run July 14-
18, at Haly Trinity Lutheran Churen,
39020 Five Miie, Livonia. Call (734)
464-0211.

Vespers

Counct of Qrthodox Christian Churches

- of Metropolitan Detroit services
continue Sundays Aprii 6, at Holy
Trinity Orthodox Church, Detroit, and .
April 13, at St. Petka Serbian Orthodox
Church, Troy. General public as weli as
Orthodox Christians invited. Proceeds
used for COCC charities and projects.
Bring ndnperishable packaged food
for donation to Qrthodox parish food
pantries for needy In metro area. For
information, cali Richard Shebib {734)
422-0278 or send e-mail to pasche-
hooks@shcglobalnet,

Family snaps
Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church
host the musical drama presented by
the Jeremiah People 7 p.m. Sunday,
April 6, at the church, 40000 W, Six
Mile, Northyille. The dramatic comedy

RELIGION CALENDAR -

is about family relationships and
friends with a focus that touches the
mary facets of being a family in the
21st century. No charge, child care gro-

vided through age 4. For details, call -

{248) 374-7400.

The Petticoat Ladies
Meet Sarah Poik, Mary Todd Lincoln,
Jutia Grant and Ida McKiniey at a
presentation 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 15,
at Faith Lutheran Church, 30000 Five
Miie, west of Middlebet, Livonia. No
charge but reservations requested.
Cali (734) 421-7249 by April 11,

Open house :
4-7 p.m, Friday, April 12, open house
with silent auction to celebrate
completion of the conversion of St.
John's Episcopal Church Rectory into
& new multi-purpose, handicap acces-
sible youth house, 574 §. Sheldon,
Piymouth, For information, call {734
453-0190 or visit www.stiohnsptym-
outh.org.

Bethany Suburban West
All separated, diverced and singles
welcome. Sequence Tournament
(board games) 7:30-10 p.m. Friday,
April 12, at the St.Linus Annex across
from the docrs of the Church. Cail
(734) 513-9479, or Michele (313} 996-
8644. Monthiy breakfast 9:30 a.m.
Saturday April 19, at Leon’s Family
Dining 30749 Ford Road, south side
(next to Tim Horton's), Garden City, For
details, cali Kathy, (734) 513-9479,
Men's conference -
Put Qut into the Deep: Brothers in
Christ Standing Together Saturday,

April12, at University of Detroit Mercy's

Calinan Hall, Detroit. Sponsored by the
- Archdiocese of Detroit, the conference
toors open at 7 a.m. followed by a day
of speakers and Eucharistic celebra-
tion, concludes &t 4 p.m. For informa-
tion, visit www.christschosen.com.
Mam-to-Mam sale
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April iZ, in
the church gym and classrooms at St
Thomas a' Becket, 555 S. Liley, Canton,
phone {734} 981-1333. Check Web site
for details, kirstemoline.com/mom-
2mom.html, Over 70 tabies and racks
of great finds for babies, teddiers and

1-800-579-7355 ¢ fax 7349532002
pmetowniife.com

g-mait: gaobi

ARLENE RICE ¥REDRICK

Born May 28, 1936, died March 26,
2008. Daughter of the late Dr. & Mrs.
Carol H. Rice of Bloomfield Hills.
Survived by husband Ronald, daugh-
ter Nancy Sue Harrison, son Louis
Vaccaro, grandsons Anthony and
Nicholas Vaccaro and step-sons
Craig, Stefan and Scott Fredrick.
Memorial service at 1pm on Saturday,
April 26, at Birmingham Unitarian
Church, 38631 Woodward Ave,
Birmingham, MI.

DAVID DEMPSEY |

Age 70, March 30, 2008. He is sur-
vived by his beloved wife Leona
"Lee" and loving step-children Laurie
(Andy), Karen (Mark), David, Jeff
and Sean (Tara); grandchildren
Christle (Steve), Dan, Corey, Jordan
and Jenna; four great-grandchildren
and brother John (Sally). Services
were held. Memorials to 8i. Mary
Magdzlen Church. Arrangements by
Santeiu and Son.

DONNA MARIE
HARRINGTON
March 28, 2008, age 53, of Royal
Oak. Beloved daughter of Donald and
the late Monica. Dear sister of
Robert, Rosemary Bloomer (Thomas)
and the late Gloryann Bailey. Dear

|aunt of Olivia, Adam and Kathryn

Bloomer. Funeral Mass was held at
National Shrine of the Little Flower.
Memorial tributes to Mercy High
School, 29300 W. Eleven Mile Rd.,
Farmington Hills, MI 48336, A.L
Desmond & Sons, 248-549-0500.

View obituary and share memories
at; www.DesmondFuneralHome,com

ELAINE E. HUNTLEY .

March 19, 2008, Age 73. Beloved
wife of Charles R. for 52" 1/2 years.
Loving mother of Ronald, Jane {Gary)
Cracknell, Janet (Darryl) Stewart.
Grandmother of Heather, Ashley,
Chelsea and Mallory. Sister of Henry
( Mary) Kolehmainen, Theodore { Jo
Anne) Kolehmainen and Ellen (Gary)
Wood. Services were March 22, 2008.
Uht Funerat Home with interment at
Michigan Memorial Park, Flat Rock,

PATRICK A. KALAFUT
Age 55, March 29, 2008. Beloved
brother of Ann, Bob and Theodore
(Sharon). Uncle of Angela, Theodore
and Kevin. Preceded in death by his

. - | parents Theodore and Marie, and his

brother James. He will be dearly
missed by all. Services were held.
Amrangements by Santeiu and Son.
Memorials suggested to American

Cancer Society.

GENEVIEVE A. GROSS

Age 89, of Westland, passed away
March 30, 2008. Dear.mother of
Maxine . Lofgren, ~ Sharon (Ken)
Cotter, Matjorie (Bob) Ritter, Frank
Gross and Gene {Phyllis) Gross. 21
grandchildren, 39 great-grandchildren
and six great-great-grandchildren, sis-
ter Aleatha Meyer and brother Algie
Nutt also survive. Preceded in death

by five children, Stuart Gross, Robert -

Gross, James Fr, Gross, Bonnie Gross
and Rosella Gross. Funeral 12 noon
on Saturday at the Vermeulen Funeral
Home, 980 N. Newburg Road
(between Ford and Cherry Hill),
Westland. Interment at Michigan
Memorial Park. Visitation Friday
from 2-9pm. Memorial contributions

may be made to Hospice of Central.

Michigan. To view obituary or share
memories log on to:
www,vermeulenfuneralhome.com

LEOFA FISHBACK
(FLODQUIST)

Age 92, March 31, 2008, Beloved wife
of Fred. Dear mother of David (Grace)
Flodquist, Barbara (Bruno) Ettore and
the Jate Jeanette Foley. Also leaves six
grandchildren, fourteen preat grand-
children and four preat great grand-
children. Sister of Mona Darby, Gerri
Tyler, Maxine Muoio, James
Sutherland and the late Mary Dillon,
Glenn Sutherland and Dan Sutherland.
Funeral services were held Thursday
at the Schrader-Howell Funeral Home
of Plymouth. Contributions suggested
‘to Plymouth Baptist Church, Share
your special thoughts and memories at
schrader-howell.com.

LUCILLE ALLEN

Bom March 29, 1918 in Strandquist,
MN. Passed into eterpal life on March
19, 2008. She leaves to morn one sis-
ter, Mildred Drake, one step son Jerry
Allen and nieces and nephews, A com-
mittal and burial service will be held
at Riverside Cemetery, Main Street, 8.
of Haggerty in Plymouth on Monday,

“April 7, 2008 at 1 pm. A memorial

mass will be celebrated on Monday,
May 35, 2008 at 10 am at Cur Lady of
Good Counsel Church, 47650 North
Territorial Road at Beck, Plymouth.
-Share your thoughts and special mem-
ories at www.schrader-howell.com

RAYMOND E. GROENING

Age 93, of Holland, died
Thursday, March 27, 2008,
He was a veteran of the
Navy serving during WWIL
Surviving are children; Judith Ann
and Ronald Meyer of San Dimas,
CA Douglas and Barbara Groening of
Holland 6 Grandchildren, 11 Great
grandchildren. Sister, Mrs. Burns
{Doris) Mc Kinley of Holland; Sister-
in-law, Mrs. Herb (Dorothy) Smith of
Lansing. Several nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 2 at Restlawn
Memorial Gardens. Memorial contri-
butions may be given to Haven Park
Christian Nursing Home. Arrange-
ments by Notier Ver Lee Langeland
Funeral Chapel. An online registry is
available at:
www.notierverleelangeland.com

Age 65, of Kill Devil Hills, NC, passed
away March 29, 2008 at her residence.
She was bomn in Heron Lake, MN and
was the daughter of Merriell Jeppesen
the late Walter H. Randolph. Mrs.
Kirk is survived by her husband of 44
years, Craig Kirk, of the residence.
Mrs. Kirk will be remembered as af
beautifiul, loving mother and wife. She |
was active in volunteer work, includ-
ing probation work and key involve-
ment with a women’s resource center.
She is survived by two sons, Darren V.
Kirk and wife, Valerie of Wixom, Mi
and Glen R. Kirk of Grandy, NC. She
is also survived by her two sisters,
Bonita Randoliph and Lonita Randoiph
as well as one brother, Ricky Randoiph
of Colorado, and six grandchildren. A
memerial service is planned for a later
date at Warren Road Light and Life
Church in Westland, MI. Twiford
Colony Chapel, Manteo is assisting the
family with arrangements.

RANDA LEE KIRK

To sign online register visit:
www.twifordfh.com
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Comfort in
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I POLICY

The first five “killed” lines of an
obituary are published at no cost.
All additional Iines will be
chiarged at §4 per line. You may
?lace a picture of your loved one
or an additional cost of only $6.
Symbelic emblems may be
included at no cost (example:
American  Flags, religious
symbols, etc.)

Deadlines: - R

Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday
Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday

Obituarios rocolved atier these deatiines
will be placed in the nex! available Bsue,

e-mail your obit to
oeobits@hometownlife.com
corfaxter
Atin: Obits c/o Charolette Wilson
734-953-2232
. For more information calf:
Charolette Wiison
734-953-2070
or Liz Keiser
734-953-2067
or toll free

886-816-7653
ask for Char or Liz
0ROB513352

kids. Several Large item Rooms full of
stroliers, cribs, car seats, exersaucers,
large toys, etc. Admissicn $1. Those
shopping with strollers wili be admit-
ted after 10a.m. ‘

Celebrating famiiies

After 5 p.m. Mass Saturday, April 12,

_ and after 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and

11:30 a.m. Masses Sungay, April 13, in
the Monsignor Alex Brunett Activity
Center af St. Aidan Catholiz Chugch,
17500 Farmington Rd., Livonia, Call
(734) 425-5550. View large LEGO
displays, watch short movies on joys
and struggte of Catholic family living,
browse Catholic bookstore's disptay,
supervisad LEGO play area for the
kids. No charge,

Pancake breakfast

8:30-11 a.m. Sunday, Aprit13, in the
activity center at St, Aidan's Church,
17500 Farmington Road, north of Six
Mile, Livonia. Cost is $4 aduits, $4 chil-
dren age 10 and under.

Rummage sale .
Danations accepted 9a.m.to 3 p.m.
and 6-9 p.m. Monday-Wednesday,
April14-16; Congregational Pre-Sale
7-9 p.m. Thursday, April 17; Public
Rummage Saie 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, April 18, and 9:30 a.m. to noon
{52 bag sale) Saturday, Apri{ 19, ai
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 39020
Five Mile, Livonia. Call (734) 464-0211.

Holy Cow rummage sale
Pre-sate noon to 4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.
Thursday, April 17 (cost is $3); %:30
a.m.to 5 p.m. Friday, Ap:i 18, and
9:30 a.m. tp noon Saturday, April 19,
gt St. John's Episcopal Church, 574 S,
Sheldon, Plymouth. For more informa-
tion, call {734) 453-0190 or visit www.
stjohnsplymouth.org.

Evening of evangelization
The Archdiocese of Detroit's
0ffice for Evangelization invites
ali area Catholics to join Rev. Alex
Kratz of the Archdiocesan Mohife
Evangelization Team 7-9:30 p.m.
Friday, Apri 18, at St. Michael the
Archanget Church, 11441 Hubbard,
south of Plymouth Rd., Livonia. The
evening will begin with a Holy Hour,
followed by smali-ground discussions,
teaching, and fellowship. The series
continues on May S, and then resumes
Sept. 19, and runs through December,
All interested Catholics weicome. Calt
(734} 261-1455, Ext. 200,

Mom2Mom - k
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April19, at
Garden City First United Methodist
Church. Admission $1. Tables still
availahle for $20. Calt Rhonda at {734}
795-6921 for more information.

Sisters in Christ
Women's conference 830 a.m.to 4
p.m. Saturday, Aprif 19, at Si. James
Presbyterian Church, 25350 W. Six Mile,
east of Beech Daly, Redford. Cost is
$40Q pre-conference registration, $50
at door. Cali (313) 534-7730.

Day of Reflection

Bethany Central Board is offering a Day
of Refiection hosted by the Rochester

* . Bethany 11a.m.to 3 p.m, Saturday, April

19, at St. Andrew's Catholic Church. This

- Mini Canference will have two topics:
Social Security Benefits for Divorced
People and the Catholic Annuiment
Process, There is no cost for confer-
ence and lunch witl be served. For
details, call Audrey (248) 613-5461.

Pax Christi conference

8:30 a.m. to 430 p.m. Saturday, Aprit
19, at Christa Rey Church, Lansing,
Theme focuses on bringing an end
to racism. Registration fee 540 until
April 12, $45 after, visit www.paxchris-
timi.org, send e-maif fo TirakPaxMi@
aol.com or call {517} 482-2558.

UPCOMiNG

Spring fund-raiser

10 a.m. io4 p.m, Saturday, May 3, at
Cherry Hill United Methodist Church,
3215, Ridge Rd., south of Cherry Hill,
Canton. A variety of vendors will be
displaying and selling products. No
admission fee. Refreshments and
Bake Sale available. For informaticn,
cail (734) 495-0035.

Clothing bank

Canton Christlan Fellowship Clothing
Bank is open 10 a.m. o nhoon on the
fourth Saturday of every month at the:
church, 8775 Ronda Drive, south of
Joy, between Haggerty and Liiley, The
Clothing Bank is open fo everyone in
the community who is in need of new
or fike-new clothing. Donations are
also accepied. For information, cail
(734) 404-2480 or visit www.CantonCF,
org.

Bethany Suburban West

Monthly Dance 8 p.m. to midnight
Saturday May 3, at §t. Robert
Bellarmine, 27101 W. Chicago at
Inkster Rd., Redford. Cost $10, Doors
open 7:30 PM. Call {734} 261-5716.
Cinco d'Mayo/Game Night 7:30-10 p.m.
Friday May 9, at the St.Linus Annex
across from the doors of the Church,
Call (734) 513-9479 or (313) 556-8644,
Cost will.be efther a snack, dessert for
at least 10 people or a couple of large
bottles of pop (reguiar and diet) or §5
and we will supply the paper products
"and the coffea.
Monthly Breakfast Meeting .30 am.
Saturday May 17, at Leon's 30149
Ford Rd., Garden City, All separated,
divorced and singles welcome; for
details call (734) 513-9479.
Bethany Together Dance 8 p.m.
to midnight Saturday, May 3t, Don
Rubert V.FW, Hall 27345 Schoolcraft
{1-96 service drive), east of Inkster
Rd., Redford, Admission $15. For infor-

matibn, calf (586) 264-C284.

_ Father Kern award dinner

in honor of the Rev. Clement Kern
Thursday, May 8 (6 p.m, reception and
silent auction, 7 p.m. dinner, 8 p.m,
gward ceremony). Tickets $100. For
information and reservations, call
(248) 666-1194,

Single Place Ministry

Single Place Ministry continues to
meet Thursdays 7:30-7:45 p.m, for
social time, 7:45-8 p.m. opening, 8-9
p.m. program, at First Preshyterian
Church, 200 E. Main St., Northvilie. Call
{248) 349-091 or visit www.single- |
place.org, Cost is $5.

Prince of Peace Church

Recovery, Inc., meets at 10 a.m., every
Wednesday at the church, Walnut Lake
Road and Green, WestBloomfieid.
Recovery, Inc., is an infernational,
nor-profit, self-help community based

- Service organization that helps people

with nervous and emotionai disorders
reduce their suffering and improve
their quality of life. Call Martha Paul at
(248) 682-9362 or e-mail her at mar-
thapaul@shcglobatnet.

Sunday services

Come to hear about the love of Jesus
Christ for you 85 a.m, and 10:45 a.m.
Sundays at Faith Lutheran Church,
30000 Five Mite, west of Middiebelt,
Livonia. For information, visit www,
fivonfaith.org.

_ Tai chi and strength classes

Orchard United Methodist Church is

_ hosting a Tai Chi class 7-8:30 p.m.

Mondays in the Mac at the church,
30450 Farmingfon Road, Farmington
Hills, The cost per ciass is $10 or $40
prepaid for five classes, The strength
class takes place 9:30-10:3D a.m.
Monday and Wednesday, Cost is $5 per
class. Drops in welcome, For informa-
tion, call {248} 626-3620 or visit www.
ofchardumc.org.

Church offerings

Riverside Park Church of God, Sunday
worship is at 10 a.m., Wednesday bibie
classes {child through adulf) at 7 p.m.
Youth gutings held monthly. The senior
group (age 50-plus) has tunch together
every month, The men get together
for breakfast the first Saturday of the
month pius we offer choir practice

for alf singers. All visitors welcome,
The church js at 11771 Newburgh at
Plymouth Road, Livonia. Call (734) 464-
0990 for details.

Church services

Want & unique chusch experience? Join
in Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. for a
service that will fift your entire famfly,
but be prepared for what will happen
after just one service at Riverside Park
Church of God, 11771 Newburgh {corner
cf Plymouth Road), Livonia. Cali (734
464-0990 for information.

Thursday fellowship dinner

All are welcome, 6 p.m. dinners caterad
by The Cookie Lady, Susan Navarro, at
St. James Presbyterian Church, 25350
W. Six Mite, Redford. Cost is $6. Call
(313)534-T730.

Thrift store

Open Wednesdays 9:30-11:3C a.m. and
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at St.
James Prasbyterian Church, 25350 W.
Six Mite, Redford. Call (313) 534-7730.

Tai Chi cfass

Orchard United Methodist Church
{30450 Farmingten Road, Farmington
Hifls} is hosting-a Tai Chi Class by Sam
Purdy, Wu Style Tai Chi. This meditative
form of Martial Arts is great for reduc-
ing stress and is great for over-all
health memory and bafance. Everyone
is welcome from beginning to experi-
enced participants at any time. Classes
began 7-8:30 p.m. Jan. 14, and continue

_every Monday thereafter. Cost per

class depends on number of partici-
pants. For information or to reserve
your space, call (248) TD11587 or (248)
626-3620. Visit www.orchardume,org
for updates,

Living Water serles

Mark McGilvrey leads a 10-week video
series called 1120 starting 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 13, at Memorial Church

- of Christ, 35475 Five Mile, Livonia, Call

(734) 464-6722. The group is open to
men and women who would like {o
review the basic teachings of Jesus
who claimed to be living water.

Couple prayer serles

St. Colgtte Church, 17600 Newburgh,
Livonia, is offering a Couple Prayer
Series (www.coupleprayer.org) for
married or engaged cougle, began
7-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 4, in the Activity
Center Hall, For registration informa-
tion, cali Mary Elien at (734} 464-4435.

ENDOW

St. Michael the Archanget Parish of
Livonia hosts two different sessions
of the Archdiocese of Detroit's ENDOW
program, a continuing women's study
group focused on the dignity of women
of ail ages and faiths. Based on Pope
John Paul Ii's Letter to Women, the
group meets 9:30 a.m. Thursdays
{began Jan. 10). The second session is
called Different Times, Abiding Dignity
and deals with a woman's inherent
dignity at all stages of her ife from
0to100. The group meeis 9:30 a.m.
Tuesdays (bagan Jan. 8). Bath groups
meet in the convent basement meet-
ing roam, Women of afi ages and
faiths welcome. There is a $60 charge
for materials, but no woman witl be
turned away because of inability to
pay. Register by calling (734) 261-1455,
Ext. 207 or online at www.endowoniine.
com. St. Michael's compiex is at 11441

Hubbard, south of Plymouth Read,
Livonia.

ENDOW 5 -
Educating on the Nature and Dignity of
Women sessions 7-9 p.m. Thursdays,
to March 6, {explores Pope John Paut
{¥'s Muke:is Dignitatem - On the Dignity
and Yocation of Women), in Bixmal Hali
church building at St. Aidan Catholic

. Chureh, 17500 Farmingtor Rd., Livonia.
Second session is 7-9 p.m. Mondays o
March 3, (explores Pope John Paul i's
Letter to Women), in conference room
in parish office. Registration required
for both sessions. 560 for materials for
each session. Contact Michele Schmidt
at (734) 367-0353 or send e-mail to
mtschmidt@sbeglobal.net,

Day of service ‘

Began in January, a Day of Service and
Spirituality will be made available by
the Capuchin Soup Kitchen and the
Solanus Casey Center. The purpose

of the'day is to serve, to meet, and

to have one's faith grow. The day
allows groups to he!p at the Capuchin
Services Center and dine with quests
at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen.

Atour of the Earth Works urban
garden, which provides six tons of pro-
duce each season, wil{ also be made
available. The day concludes with a
self-guided-tour of the Solanus Casey
Cenier, a spirituality center dedicated
to the Capuchin friar who is credited

. "with miraculous cures and vaiued for

his wise and compassionate counsel.
The minimum age is 7th grade and
the maximum size of the group is 30.
The day starts at 8:30 a.m. and ends
2t 2:30 p.m. There is no cost. Lunch
included. For information, send e-mail
to ¢crane@thecapuchins.org.
To learn more about the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, visit www.cskdetroit.org,
New schedule
9 a.m. Sunday school for all ages and
Faith Forum, 10 a.m. Worship Service
with Communion and nursery, at Holy
Cross Evangefical Lutheran Church
{ELCA), 30650 Six Mile, Livonia, Alf visi-
tors welcome, For more information,
call (734} 4271414 or visit www.holy-
crosslivonia.org.
Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Sunday, Adult Bibie Class
at 9:30 am., Children’s Sunday School
during worship at 10:30 a.m., at
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 27035
Ann Arbor Trail, Dearborn Heights. For
more information, call (313) 278-5755.

. Worship

Sundays: 10 a.m. Worship Service with
nursery, 9 a.m, Suitday School for

tots through high school and Adutt
Faith Forum at Holy Crass Evangefical
Lutheran Church (ELCA}, 30650 Six
Mile, Livonia. Calt (734) 427-1414 or visit
www.hoiycrosslivonia.org. Visitors
weitome,

Sunday worship
The early service for the Anglican
Church of Livonia is at 7:45 am. at
Trinity Church, 34500 Six Mile, west
of Farmington Road and next to
Stevenson High School, Livonia. The 10
a.m. service (with Sunday Schoof} will
continue to be at the Livonia YMCA at
14255 Stark Road, between Lyndon and
the I-96 service drive.

Worship service
10:45 a.m. Sundays, Adult Sunday.
Schoot at 9:30 a.m., Children’s Sunday
-School during worship, Youth Group
5-7 p.m. and Catechism for Grown-ups
5:30-6:30 p.m., at Trinity Church of
Livonia, 34500 Six Mite. For informa-
tion, call (734) 425-2800.

F.LR.E. ministries
With theme scripture, He shali baptize

+ you with the Holy Ghost and with fire
(Luke 3:18), is organizing in Livenia at
Living Water Chureh, 11663 Arcola in
the Inkster and Plymauth roads area at
T p.m. Fridays under the teadership of
Luke Willis. F.LR.E. Ministries. For more
information, call (734} 425-6360.

New worship schedule
Reqular church service 10 a.m. Sundays
with Communion and Nursery, 9 a.m.
Sunday School for ail ages and Faith
Forum; at Holy Cross Evangelical
Lutheran Church (ELCA}, 30650 Six
Mile, Livonia. Cali (734) 427-1414, All
visitors weicome. Visit- www.hotycross-
fivonia.org.

Sunday worship _
11'a.m. Sunday worship service, 9:30
a.m. Sunday school, 7 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study, at Good Shepherd
Reformed Church, 6500 N. Wayne Road
at Hunter, Westland. For information,
call{734) 721-0800.

Worship services
10 .a.m, Sundays Divine Liturgy foj-
lowed by a feffowship/coffee time,
at Holy Transfiguration Qsthodox
Church, 36075 W. Seven Mile, between
Newburgh ard Wayne roads, Livonia.
Chugch schoot for chifdren and adults
beging at 9 a.m. Suncay. Vespers are
celebrated 5 pim. Saturdays. Visitors
are always weicome. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 476-3432 (church), {248)
477-4712 {rectory) or Web site at www.
orthodoxfivonia.org.

Pancake breakfasts
The Ushers’ Club of St. Michae the
Archange! Parish in Livonia continue
their 30-year tradition of all-you-can-
eat pancake breakfasts on the third
Sunday of each month from 8:30:a.m.
to noon. The breakfasts are served in
the school cafeteria at 11443 Hubbard,
south of Plymouth Road, Aduits, $5;
children ages 411, $3; children under
age 3, free; and family {2 aduts and all
children), $15. Everyone is welcome,
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Brenda Josee (left) and Nancy Moser

speak at the Sisters in Christ conference
April 19, at 5t. James Presbyterian Church
in Redford. The two open the conference
wearing lacy dresses and bouffant
petticoats as they take an entertaining look
at what it means to be a Sister in Christ.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Sandy Bousquette and Lois Cifaldi
are on a mission to not only put on
a conference to inspire Christian
women, but draw on the power of
numbers.

They believe if local churches
unite, more good works could be
accomplished.

On Saturday, April 19, they're
inviting all Sisters in Christ to hear
speakers Brenda Josee and Nancy
Moser at St. James Presbyterian
Church in Redford, where
Bousquette’s husband is pastor.

Josee and Moser celebrate sister-
hood and talk about how a woman
can discover God’s plan for her life.

Bousquette and Cifaldi foresee a
future built on helping others. The
two originally met at Redford Union
High School, where both work. Over
time they developed a friendship and

SISTERS IN CHRIST

What: A nandenominational conference
of women featuring Brenda Josee and
Nancy Moser (www.sistercircles.com or
Www.nancymoser.com)

When; B:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, April
9

Where: 5t. James Preshyterian Church,
25350 W. Six Mile, between Beech Daly
and Five Points, Redford

Cost: $40 pre-register, $50 at the deor;
call {313) 5371645 (Sandy) or (313) 410-
8134 (Lois) after 3p.m.

she began sharing them with mem-
bers of St. Robert Bellarmine, where
she attends church. So many people
were interested in sharing their mes-
sages that the Heart to Heart book
club was founded.

“Sandy and I hope the goal of the
conference is to have all the churches .
who come to have a contact person
to do projects in our community, to
help a mission in Haiti, every church
who wanted to be part of it,” said
Cifaldi of Redford. “One group could
buy books for a classroom. A commu-
nity of churches could buy books for
a whole school. We're hoping to get

began sharing books. Cifaldi likes to
read Christian books by Moser. The

God-filled fictional stories ring true
to life to her.

Cifaldi began reading Christian
novels quite awhile ago and has read
nearly every one of Moser’s books.
She finds them so inspirational that

more people involved in doing God’s
work.”

The team of Moser and Josee
encourage women to band together
and form Sister Circles to find their
strengths. When Bousquette and
Cifaldi decided to present the non-
denominational conference, they split
up the work. Bousquette made con-

NEW HOPE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

33649 Michigan Ave « Wayne, M1
{Between Wayae Rd. & 3lerriman Rd.}
{734) T28-218¢0
Virgil Humaes, Pasior

Surday Evening Worship 6:00 pm

Sunday Worship 7:30 am. and 10:45 a.m. » Sunday School 9:30 am.
Wednesday Praise Service £:00 pm, - Wednesday Chiliren, Youit and Adult Bible Smdy 705830 pan.

Worship Service :30 AM
Sunday 5chool
Nursery Provided

Ciarenceviile lintted Methodist difgrd !
20300 Middlebelt Rl « Livenia l 2 blocks
248-474-3444 ﬂ;ﬁ%ﬁ%@g& South of
Pastor Beth Librande 10000 Beech Daly, Plymouth

11:00 AM

9:30 - Trad. Worship & Sun. Sch
11:00 - Contemp. Family Worship
www. redfordaldersdate crg

313-937.3170

Sunday Worship

8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional

Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass
Maothor of Perpetual Help Bevotions

Child Care provided for all services
Youth Groups + Adult Small Groups

Tuesdays at T:00 P.M.

8t Genevieve Roman Cathofic Church
St. Genevieve School - PreK-8
29015 Jamison * Livonia » 734-427-5220

{Easi of Middlsbelt, batween 5 Mie & Jefiries)
MASS; Tues. 7 p, Wed., Thurs. B a,

“More than Sunday Serv

Worship Services
9:00 & 11:15 a.m.

3¢ Dynamic Youth and Children's Programs
+ £xcellent Music Minisiries

Staffed MNursery Avaiiable

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“Open Hearts, Minds & Doors”

Visit our website: www.newburgumc.org

14175 Farmington Road, iivonia Just north of -98

734-522-6830

Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Pastors: Robert £ Bayer and Anthony M. Creeden '

‘Women to gather as sisters in Christ April 19

nections with all of the Presbyterian
churches. Together they sent flyers to
Redford churches who showed inter-
est, To date they've probably invited
women from 100 churches.

“God has given each of us special
gifts and talent, whether you're 16 or
96, that each can discover what their
talents are and what God wants us
to do,” Bousquette said. “Together
we can accomplish wonderful things.
We hope this conference empowers
women to look deeper into them-
selves.

“There’s a lot of need in this com-
munity. We want to work with the
Redford Interfaith Relief Program
that runs a food bank and directs
families to different sources for help.
We can donate some time to the
pantry and help fill the baskets they
bring in.”

{chomin@hemetownlife.com
(734)953-2145

Sunday/Bible Class
9:45 am
Early Chiidhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413

ST. ANNE'S ROMAN . * Small Graups For Every Age 36500 Ann Arbor Trail HOSANNA-TABOR

CATHOLIC CHURCH FATTH COVENANT * Outreach Gpporturiles betwesn Wayne & Newibrgh R MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

Immemorial Latin Mass CHURCH . i Dr. John Grenfelf Il T34-422-0149 25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY 8800 Leverna  So0. Aedford « 313-537-2424
Approved by Pope 8t, Fius V in 1570 14 Mile Rn;d;;d l:srgk;, Fm;ninftm Hitls Associate ?astn. Rev, David chhert WDFShip Service 31R3-532-0266 REDFORD TW "aeancy Pastor - Rev. Carl Aockrohr®
St. Am}e s Rﬁcgdemgf r(;radil K-8 (248) 9 9. F st Unlted Methodist Chnrch ; and Worship Service Sunday Morning Worship
5@30%11:9 ay Rond + Hedford, Michigan Sunday Wership o ] 9115 & 11:00 AM, 8:30 & 11:00 am. .

o 8. of Telegragh « (315) 832121 and Childrea’s Church Sunday School Sunday Schoel * Education Hour 8:45

First Mﬁscmu]e}fg 9:15 a.m. Contemporary 915 am. &11:00 am. 9:15 & 1y1 00 AM, Chistan Sohocl

Tl 8.][[ =K |
Sun Masses 7390 & 10:00 aum, 11:00 a.m. Traditional Rev. Marsha M. Woolley sy Propdgd F‘rFEorK #Ré’fe“fna%?r’#ft‘.ﬁf Cr:ge

Sat. 4 p, Sun 11a

$t. Maurice Roman Catholic Church
32785 Lyndon » Livonia ¢ 734-522-1618
{batween Marriman & Farmington Roads)
MASS: Mon. 8:30 a, Fri. 8:30 a,
Sat. 6 p, Sun %2

PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE

48301 W. Ann ArGor Road » (734) 463-1525
Sunday School - 2:45 AM.
Sunday Worship - 11:00 AM,
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M.
Family Night - Wed, 7:00 PM.
EW HORIZONS FOR CHILDREN LEARNING CENTER
(734) 4553196

Fellowship Presfyterian Chyypes

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. » Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Dr. Jimmy McGuire
Services held at: Madenna University's Kresge Hall

36600 Schooleraft Road » Livonia
Parking lot is on N'W. corner of Levan & Schocleraft « Nursery provided

Rav. Paul 8. Bousauette

Cherry Hill Seventh-day{ |. o ROSEDALE GARDENS A?imdl;%gcsh&ﬂ gé‘?_'goa;nm
Adventist Church ﬁ%u QW?%% PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) N y -
33744 Cherry Hill, Garden City, M1 48135 MUNITY GHU e 860% Hubbard at W. Chicago, Livonia, M! Evangeicat Preshyterian Charch wurseryisCarehAl:raginbie
1 Mock west of Vency) Phone: 734-524-0880 o~ et {batwesn MWFQ:}F‘Z?EWSI‘QTSJ ww.risenchrist.info
" . L ) SOOI Ala -
rosor: it pevence | TRl | oy, S o000 i it Roud
‘¥ Early Morning Bible & Health Class-5 o.m. & ah 7 Chapal Wership Sarvics “lust wast of 1-275"
Worship Service-Engllsh-9:30 a.m, Progrﬂm Tradmonal Service Northville, MI
Bible Studias English & Spanish " . fuss) am y
Al Agesy 190 a m. Meets at Franklin H.S. in 248-374.7400
Wednesdavs: Livonia on Joy Road WE WELCOME YOU TO A
Prayer Meeting-7 p.m. {Between Merriman and Middlebelf Roads| FULL SERVICE CHURCH Traditional W()rship
‘ T jom0a 9:00 & 10:20 A.M.
734-425-1174 , r “
Join us for coffee, bagels and $t. James Presbyterian Contemporary Worship ST. Pau’s Ev. Luti
donuts aﬂerfhe servicel Church, USA 00 AM. CHURCH & ScHoow |
28350 Wast Sin Mile Rd, e
d Redtord (313) 5247730 Nursery & Sunday School During 1: 810 FAR";’i";g: ?ggg
Serday Pl Sevica 1000 AN Surdey Afl Morning Warship Services VOHLA (734) 261
o i vy 52 fomers SG0RM.1 | Evening Service » 7:00 p.m. SuNoaY Worskip SERVIGES
hurssry Care Froviaed = Rengicapped Accessinle Sarvice Broadecast W) AM. U AM.

11:00 A.M. Sunday

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Flymosth
10 W, Aun drbor Trad, Plywouth, MI
734-453-0570
Sunday Sexrvice 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Evening Testimony Meeting 7:30

P,
Reading Room located at ¢hwrch
$aturday 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

734-453-0970

WRDT-AM 560
The WMUZ Word Sitation
For additionat inffarmation
visit www.wardchurch.org

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Rev. Timotiy B, Halbotk, Senior Paster
The Rev. Dr. Wictor F. Hathoth, Assistamt Pastor

313-937-2233

n Christ Lutheran
Davfciw Martin, Pastor
46250 Ann Arbor Road + Plymouth
{1 Mile W. of Sheldon)

(734) 453 5252‘
Worship 8:15 & 10:45 am

website: www.stpaulsiivoni

. Timothy Lutheran Church
A Reconciling In Christ Congregation
8620 Wayne Rd.
" (Between Ann Arbor Treil & Joy Road)
Livonia » 427-2280
Jill Hegdal, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
{Nursery Available)
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Artwork by Plet Par;s composed of spray pasnt coflage, watercolor and more ~ adorns Saks catalogs,
shopping bags and stores nationwide during the Want it! campaign.

- Saks offers style

BY WENSDY YON BUSKIRK
Q&E STAFF WRITER

Want to know what you gotta
have for a hip spring and sum-
mer?

Just stop by Saks Fifth
Avenue through April 13.

Saks Fifth Avenue stores
nationwide, including
Michigan’s location at the
Somerset Collection in Troy,
are offering a great grasp of the
season’s hottest trends during
their annual Want It! cam-
paign.

This year, Want It! highlights
eight hot items for women:
Bangles, Chic Shounlder Bag,
Florals, Luminous Face, Maxi
Dress, Slide, Tunic and Vibrant
Color.

Cheryl Hall Lindsey, director
of fashion, special events and
public relations for Saks Fifth
Avenue Somerset, said Vibrant
Color is her favorite trend, and
Olle EVEry Woman ¢an wear.

“I am a big fan of resisting
wearing black all the time,” she
said. “Color allows you to make
an entrance, to create a signa-
ture, and to choose not only
what you like, but what’s most

ere aren’t many piaces
where shopping actually
feels like playing dress up.
But Excelsior Couture, offers
just that sort of whimsical
fashion-forward atmosphere. -
Patti Brock-Sklar opened the
friendly Pleasant Ridge bou-
tique in 1994 with the inten-
tion of pro-
moting indi-
viduality and
personal style
through fash-
ion. On April 6,
she’ll continue
a decade-long
tradition of

Stehame

hosting a
Casofa spring tea to
s draw new and

faithful shop-

pers into the store, 23900
Woodward Avenue. For the
first time, she’s a.dded a fashlon
show.

“We wanted to showcase our
spring fashions, accessories
and footwear using our own
beautiful customers as. mod-
els,” said Brock-Sklar. “We will
highlight the fact that Excelsior
offers a wide range of sizes to
a wide range of clients, Our
models range from 13 years old

edited for sprmg

WASE IT! FOR SPRIBG

For Her;

Bangtes

Chic Shoulder Bag

Florals
~Luminous Face

Maxi Dress

Slide

Tunic

Vibrant Color -

For Him;

Contrast Colfar and Cuffs
¢ Hoodie

. Light Grey Suits

. Nylon

Suitable Supplements

flattering on you.”
She also said the tunic is

_being reinterpreted in lots of

fresh ways for Spring 2008

— with bubble hems and
smocking - to be worn over
jeans or skinny pants, or as a
short mini-dress. “It’s a very
versatile shape that can add a
new twist to your wardrobe,
and can complement just about
any figure type,” she said.

to 84 years old, and from size 2
to size 12.”

As metro Detroiters anxious-
ly await warmer temperatures,
it's the perfect time to scout
spring and summer fashion
trends. Brock-Sklar said acces-
sories like a great new handbag
and a summer scarf can update
any wardrobe. Handbags, in
any size, can offer a pop of

color needed this time of year. .

And a scarf accent, paired sim-
ply with jeans and a tee shirt,
adds a European flair, "We
have new things that come in
everyday, all year long,” sa1d
Brock-Sklar.

She considers her custom-
ers “ariything but typical” and
said: “I believe they either
already have an individual
sense of style or are looking
to expand their fashion state-
ment.” All are welcome at this
special spring event. Excelsior
will offer tea from noon to
4 p.m, and the fashion show
begins at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday.

Brock-Sklar considers per-
sonal service a priority and
something that sets Excelsior
Couture apart from other area
shops. As a Ferndale resident
and Royal Oak native, she

The easiest way to update
your wardrobe for a stylish
spring is with accessories, Hall
said, like a chic shoulder bag
in a fun, bright shade, a great
high heel slide in an accent
coloy, or an armful of bangles.

Or, try a pretty floral,

“Wear it in a crisp posy print
shirtwaist, a rose garden cock-
tail dress, a daisy patch tunic
~- pick the flower power that’s
best for you,” she said.

Saks shoppers will take
their purchases home in bags
adorned with artwork by Piet
Paris, whose signature illus-
trations embody the Want It!
campaign throughout catalogs
and stores this month.

As a catwalk illustrator for
one of the biggest newspapers
in the Netherlands, Paris has
learned to sit at the end of

runways and capture fashions
in just a few quick strokes.

For Want It!, he brought
some of New York City’s
most famous landmarks
— the Chrysler Building,
Guggenheim and New York
Stock Exchange — to life, per-
sonified in the latest styles.

“I'm a fashion illustrator so
it was kind of an unusual ques-
tion for me to make buildings
fashionable, but for the first
time in my life I tried to create
a Guggenheim fashion dress,”
Paris told PINK.

“I tend to see everything in
a fashion perspective, even if I
draw a lemon or a wine bottle,
so that’s how I saw New York.
Maybe shoppers in Detroit
can see everything in a more
fashlonab]e way through this
campaign.”

Tea Time: Boutique welcomes spring trends in style

Patti Brock- Sklar will host a fashion show and tea April 6 at her Pleasant

Ridge shop, Excelsior Couture.

chose the shop’s corner loca-
tion, tucked along Woodward
near [-696, more than 15 years
ago and remained involved

in the community. The store
caters to both men and women.
Brock-Sklar said she hasn’t -
forgotten “the men in our lives”
and offers everything from .

suits and shirts to pants and
shoes — making Excelsior 2
“really wonderful shopping
experience,” Shoppers can see
for themselves this weekend.
For more information, call
(248) 547-5333.

scasola@hometownlife.com

~— with the hood out

Leatherheads

A hoodie under a blazer

Vi

Head—to-toe demm

P

Santi
ruched .
satin
clutch

KORS
Michael
Kors
Danger cut-
out wedges

www.hometowniife.com

150 wines
_under

$25 at
WineStyles
in Livonia,

BabyLegs
leg warmers

Trucks by

HairMixer.
com

Settlers of
Catan

Bringa friend

Amici’s Pizza, Birmingham

.

If you have an item for the Malls &
Main Streets caiendar, piease sub-
mit it at jeast two weeks prior to
the event to Wensdy Von Buskirk at
wvonb@hometownlife.com.

Kohl's Opens Canton Store
CANTON - Kohl's will officially open
its Canton store at 47250 Michigan
Ave., April 9. The new location wilt
create approximately 150 jebs, and
will feature glass showcase windows
at each entrance, redesigned Junjors’
and intimates departments, enhanced
fitting rooms with lounge areas and
updated restrooms and checkout
stations. To celebre, Kohl's will offer
grand opening sales with special
prices on well known exclusive brands
like Simply Vera Vera Wang, ELLE,
Chaps and Food Network, as well as
Levi's, Carter's and Cuisinart. Visit
www.kohls.com.

Moonlight Madness Sale
PLYMOUTH - Downtown Plymouth
merchants will present the Moonlight

-Madness Spring Salé April 4-5.
Beginning at 6 p.m. Friday, a wide
variety of spacialty shops and gailer-
ies will offer discounts and bargains.
Call (734) 4531540,

Gilda's Club Fashion Show
ROYAL QAK - Gilda's Club and Gueen
for a Day have teamed up to host a

£

to Bra-vo-
Intimates, -
Royal Oak, and get a $10 gift
card — $20 April 7-12

fashion show 57 p.m. April 5, featur-
ing 30 teen cancer suzvivors in the
latest fashions. Supper inciuded.
Gilda's Club is located 3517 Rochester
Road. Visit www.gildasclubdetroit,org,

Parisian's Goodwill Sale
Parisian stores in Rochester Hills,
Livonia and Clinton Township will
accept donations of clean, gently
used clothing through April 7 to ben-
efit Goodwill Industries. Customers
will receive one coupon toward the
purchase of new merchandise for
each item donated.

End of Winter Sale
LiVONIA - Handratty's Holidays is
reducing everything in their store
by 25 percent April 8-12, excluding
Dapt, 56, Mother's Day and Father's
Day cards. Handratty's offers a wide
selection of Christmas, Halioween,
Thanksgiving, Easter, and S, Patrick's
Day merchandise, along with Coloniat
Candies and Baker's Bits, 33485 W. 8
Mite Road, {248) 426-0018.

Charity Shopping Event
The Cheldean Ladies of Charity
willhost their anrival Shopping
Extravaganza 6:30-9:30 p.m. April 10
at Shenandoah Country Club. Tickets,
525/CALC members, $30/non mem-
bers include appetizers and benefit
CALC. Call (248) 352-5018 or visit
www.calconline.com,”
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therapies: What évmry patient must know.™

ADVANCED VEIN

Medro Detroft's authorily in yaricoss & spider vein care

L " Jefirey H. Miller, M.D.

13 yeurs experience J ) Why Advanced
. - Board Certified - Vein Theraples?
in tredting vénous: 46325 W. 12 Mile Rd.
diseases ind has- Suite 335 + Novi * Covered by most.

. ' 248-344-9110 “nsurances
received many i . » State-of-the-art
www.AYtherapies.com
honors and asards . : treatments . .
. including being e chk office basedl..
-~ named ome of
| istroits Fup Deos”

by Hour Magazine

Varicose & Spider vein

Ay

THERAMES
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Celest1a1 Instltute of I
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Mohamad H. Bazzi, M.D., EA.C.S.

AESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE PLASTIC SURGERY
- Diplomate, American Board of Plastic Surgery

Diplomate, American Board of Surgery .-




