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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A group of community lead-
ers, inspired by a study that found
Westland residents have more
income per acre than Canton,
Livonia, Farmington Hills,
Dearborn and Southfield, has

embarked on a bold journey to rede-
fine a key commercial corridor along

bustling Ford Road.

The findings by Northville-based
MecKenna Associates, a community
planning and design firm, provided
startling data Tnesday that spurred

a new vision for Westland, start-
ing with a small stretch along Ford
between Wayne Road and Central
City Parkway.

“This is an exciting mght for the
city of Westland,” Mayor William
Wild told a crowd of 60 movers and
shakers who gathered inside the
Friendship Centerfor a 2 Y»-hour
visionary session called a design
charrette.

The meeting drew city plan-~
ners, zoning officials, Downtown
Development Authority {DDA)

regidents. They began chartinga

representatives, elected leaders and

new direction for the target area
that could include produce and meat
markets, bookstores, home and gar-
den businesses, trendy boutiques,
bakeries and coffee shops.

The group also envisioned more
greenery, possibly even in the middle
of Ford Road to create a boulevard.
Moreover; they embraced ideasfora
pedestrian-friendly area where resi-
dents could mingle, shop and enjoy
their leisure time. -

“This project is going to happen,
said Lori Fodale, Westland Chamber
of Commerce pres:dent and DDA
chairwoman.
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Design plan: ‘Bold journey’ for corridor
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Median income
Community leaders conceded the

project won't happen overnight, but -
they seemed confident that it will
gradually unfold despite deepen-

ing economic woes that have forced
many cities to retrench and rethink
major development initiatives.

“T've already had developers call '
me,” Wild said. “They're looking at c‘o mmunity .
this area.” Westland Trade Area
A report by McKenna Associates,  Canton Twp.
an outside firm, shows why. The Dearborn
company studied a so-called “trade Livonia .
area” — roughly bounded by Hix, :2;’:::;:";“ Hilts
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Holiday ‘dressing’

Wayne Memorial High Schoal senior Christina Curtis (from left), John Glenn High School junior Josh Garza and Wayne Memorial junior Angeia Reemer
put the final touches on the stocking they painted on the window of Jimmy John's Gourmet Sandwiches in Canton. The students participatedina
window painting project in Canton through the William D, Ford Career Technical Center. See story and more photos on Page A3. -
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland family and
potice officials are atodds
after an officer shot a pit bull
whose veterinary bills could
spiral to thousands of dollars
— money the dog owner says
the city should pay.

Police Chief James Ridener
said the officer shot the dog
when it charged at him early
last Thursday in a yard on
Bakewell, a residential street
near Wayne and Warren roads.

“The officer was in danger
of imminent attack, so he shot
the dog,” Ridener said Tuesday.

The dog’s owner, 37-year-old
Jason Darke, gave a different
version, and he said he may
consider filing a lawsuit unless
city officials pay the veterinary
bills for his 6-year-old pit bull,
Flash.

“I'm going to leave that pos-
sibility open if I keep getting

Dog’s owner, police
at odds over why
animal was shot

< the runaround,” he said.

The dispute stems from
an incident that started
about.6 a.m. last Thursday,
Thanksgiving morning, at -
Darke’s mother's house, just a
couple of doors down from his
home. Jason Darke was spend-
ing the night there while his
mother, Cheryl Darke, went to
her parents” house to start pre-
paring for Thanksgiving.

A police officer entered
Chery! Darke’s yard through
an open gate while looking for
a suspect who had broken into
a nearby home, Ridener said.
The intruder was believed to
be hiding in the neighborhood.

At the same time, Jason
Darke let Flash outside after
the dog started barking.

“As she hit the bottom step
of the porch, a police officer
shot her in the face,” Cheryl
Darke said, adding later, “I

Please see DOG, A4

Prosecution seeks gag order for families

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Peter Letkemann has been
a presence in the media ever
since his son, 18-year-old
Alexandeér Letkemann of
Westland, and 17-year-old
acquaintance Jean Pierre
Orlewicz of Plymouth
Township, were arrested in the
grisly murder of a 26-year-old
River.Rouge man three weeks:
ago. HLE !

But if 35th District Court
Judge Michael Gerou signs an
extension of his gag order, as
sources say he is likely to do, -
the elder Letkemann will be
silenced.

In a 2 pm. hearing
Thursday, Gerou was sched-
uled to hear arguments on a
motion by Assistant Wayne
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County Prosecutor Robert
Moran to extend the gag order

media statements have the
strong potential of interfer-

returned calls seeking com-
- ment. They have previously
declined comment, citing the

— which Gerou signed after an  ing with the process. ... The
hour-long negotiating session  extensive comments made gag order.
with lawyers from both sides thus far to the media by Mr.

— to the families of the two
suspects,

The order, orlglnally drafted
by the lawyers, currently
applies only to lawyers, law
enforcement officials, the
medical examiner’s office and
the like,

. Moran declined to comment
on the reasons for filing this
new motion, citing the cur-
rent gag order, but the motion
makes it pretty clear Why it was
filed,

“The parents of Alexander
James Letkemann have given
numerous statements to the
media regarding this case, ...
The nature of these countless

Letkemann’s family render this
amendment to the gag order
imperative,”

Peter and Diane Letkemann
have made themselves readily
available to the media since
their son’s Nov. 12 arraign-
ment, making statements and
even holding a press confer-
ence in the Farmington Hills
office of their son’s attorney,
Raymond Cassar.

Orlewicz’s parents, William
and Charlotte, have done just
the opposite, eschewing every
chance to speak to the media.

Neither Cassar nor Joseph
Niskar, the attorney repre-
senting Jean Pierre Orlewicz,

On Tuesday, however, Cassar
filed a response motion asking
Gerou to deny Moran's motion
to gag the Letkemann family.
Citing the use of words such as
“thrill kill” by Wayne County
Prosecutor Kym Worthy and
much of the news media,
Cassar’s motion argues speak-
ing to the press is thé only
way the Letkemanns have of
combating negative statements
about their son.

“While it is nearly impossi-
ble to unring the bell (Worthy)
had sounded with her inflam-
matory statements ... it is
important to give the defen-
dant’s parents the ability to

deny such negative allegations

ity

Sat. 9 am-5:30 pm; Sun.
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The Wayne County Prosecutor wants to extend a gag order in the Daniel
Sorensen murder case to defendants' families, including Pete and Diane

Letkemann of Westland.

and to speak out in support of
their son.”

Ironically, Niskar (Orlewicz’s
attorney) filed a motion sup-~
porting Moran's request to
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extend the gag order to include
families.
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Stu dents b" nq feStIve Book sale Christmas:concert by saying

look to store windows

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

The windows of businesses
along Ford Road are dressed up
for the holidays as part of pro-

' gram that partnered students

from the Wayne-Westland and
Plymouth-Canton school dis-
tricts and the Canton Chamber
of Commerce.

The students have been
painting 42 store windows
stretching from Lotz to Canton
Centel Road in advance of the

. Shop Canton Holiday Festival

Saturday, Dec. 8, at Canton
Corners at Lilley and Ford.

“It’s being done as community
service to beautify the store-
fronts with seasonal themes,”
said Jouyce Silagy, who organized
the event. “This is the second
year the chamber has done win-
dow painting, last year it was
a contest, this year we made it
into a project.”

Students from Canton,
Plymouth, Salem, John Glenn
and Wayne Memorial High
Schools, the William D. Ford
Career Technical Center,
Starkweather Center and
Tinkham Alternative High
School were invited to partici-
pate.

“The rationale is that there
are Canton students who go to
Plymouth-Canton schools and
there are Canton students who
go to Wayne-Westland schools,
” said Silagy. “It's a way for stu-
dents to showcase their talents
and add to the festival atmo-
sphere.”

This is the first year Wa.yne-
Westland students have par-
ticipated. The Wayne-Westland
Community Schools is 2 mem-
ber of the Canton chamber, and
Cindy Candela, placement coor-
dinator at the Career Technical
Center, serves on the chamber’s
education committee.

Candela is excited about the
project and the opportunity to
partner with Plymouth-Canton *
schools and the chamber. She
has spent the past few weeks
ferrying 22 students from the
Career Technical Center and
Tinkham Alternative to and
from work sites.

“We've done other events with
the Canton chamber,” added
Candela. “We've had scholarship
winners through the chamber
and the Canton Community
Foundation. We've done co-

nta serving loaves of bread i
one of the creations painted by the
Wayne Westland Career Technical -
students on a window at Parthenon
Coney Island in Canton.

op with the chamber, but this
opens up additional opportuni-
ties for us to work in cooperative
programs.”

Businesses paid $35 to have
their windows painted or spon-
sor the painting of a window
as part of the program. The
project is sponsored by Canton
Township Leisure Services, the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
and the Canton Downtown
Development Authority.

The money helped cover the

' cost of the tempera paint pro-
. vided by D &M Studio as well

as a program that will list the
windows, their sponsors and

the students who painted them. -

The program will be given out at
the Dec. 8 event where students
will receive a community service
ceriificate and get to reach into
agrab bag to get a prize pro-
vided by the businesses. They
also will earn an extra credit
grade and/or receive community
service hours.

A artistic team that inchides
Sharon Dillenbeck of D & M
Studio also will review and

write comments about the stu- -

dents’ work. ]

The windows have been
divided between the two schocl
districts, and Silagy can’t wait to

hear what the artistic team has

1o say about the students’ work.
“The original plan was for stu-

dents in art to do the painting,

but almost 100 percent of the

PHOTOS &Y TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Career Technical Center students - Metvindale High School senior Jessica
Matschikowski painting the star and Wayne Memorial seniors Tonya Ramsey
and Gabrielle Borden (back) work on the snow and snow flakes on a window

in Canton Corners shopping center.

students aren’t in art,” she said.
“I guess these students saw this
as an opportunity to express
themselves.”

The Wayne-Westland stu-
dents come from classes like
health occupations, electronics -
and auto body at the center.

But students iu Steve Paulser’s
graphics design classes also
helped, creating window clings
of winter scenes in squares put
up over the doorway at National
City Bauk.

Designs were also sketched
out and the print technology
cla.ss, working with window-
sized paper, created transpar-
encies. Where possible, the
transparencies were placed on
the inside of the window to give
the students an outline to work
with. Where it wasn't possible,
it gave students an outline and a

color picture to follow, Candela
said.

“The kids picked the pictures,”
she added.

The students did the work
during school time, starting the
week before Thanksgiving, They
worked a few days last week
and did the last few windows on
Tuesday and Wednesday, includ-
ing painting a Swedish angel in
awindow at IKEA,

Admittedly, the project has
been a lot of work for Candela
who not only did the driving,
but provided hot chocolate and
food as needed and helped with
the cleanuyp.

“Tt’s all about getting out and
doing something for the com-
munity,” she said. “They did it as
community service.”
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Joy, Venoy and Glenwood —
which it said residents have
money to spend, The problem
is, those people often are taking
their dollars outside Westland.
Residents wholiveinthe
trade area may not have the col-
lective income found in places
like Canton and Livonia. But
because their neighborhoods
are often more densely popu-
lated, they can boast that they
have a higher per-acre income,
McKenna Associates found
that the trade area had an
annual income of $178,000 per
acre, compared to $123,000
for Canton, $133,000 for
Livonia, $141,000 for Dearborn,
$149.000 for Farmington Hills
and $120,000 for Southfield.
Moreover, nearly 36,000
vehicles pass along the Ford
Road corridor a day, making it
Westland'’s bustest thoroughfare
and giving the area a built-in
customer base — if officials
can develop a plan to get those
motorists to stop.
Charles Stnith, a project man-
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ager with McKenna, expressed
confidence in the Ford Road
project despite economic prob-
lems that have engulfed south-
east Michigan and, indeed,
much of the country.

“For Westland, we actua.ﬂy
think things are quite good,
especially for this corridor,”
Smith told thecharrette crowd.

Officials voiced confidence
that the project can move ahead
with private investors and with
special tax revenues collected
by the DDA in the target area.
The DDA money would likely
be spent for such amenities as
improved parking near busi-
nesses.

Community leaders stress
that the project isn't intended
1o push out businesses already
thriving along Ford Road.
Rather, they hope those places
will conform to design plans
for new buildings that would be
built on vacant properties.

One area that leaders called

ideal for new development is the
old Village of Homes, south of
Ford Road near the long-stand-
ing Dairy Dan. The village,
built as a place to show mobile
homes, has some 11 acres that
aren’t in use — prime land that
officials say could be used for
shops and a community gather-
ing spot.

Wild pointed to the redevel-
opment of Michigan Avenue
in downtown Dearborn as one
area that has the appeal he envi-
sions for Ford Road.

“It’s the same concept,” he told
the crowd. “It’s the same idea.”

The project would almost cer- -

tainly require the city, through -
the DDA, to acquire property

— possibly even some homes
that sit behind businesses on
Ford Road. That's becanse com-
munity leaders would need
deeper lots to spur the project,
which could include buildings
up to three stories tall, possibly
with top-floor lofts.

COMPUWARE. .

14900 BECK ROAD
PLYMOUTH TWF, Mi 48170
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Several leaders also indicated
they would want to petition
‘the state to reduce the 45 mph
speed limit along Ford.
Officials conceded the proj-
ect could take several years to
show tangible results. For now,
McKenna officials will take
the ideas proposed at Tuesday’s

. design charrette and draw up

potential concepts for the Ford
corridor.

Councilman James Godbout
was among those encouraged
by the possibility of & new Ford
Road, although he, too, said the
project will take time.

“This is a journey,” he said,
“and it takes creative thinking.”

delem®hometownlife.com(734) 9532110

The Friends of the William P.
Faust Public Library will hold
an End of the Year Holiday
Book Sale Thursday-Sunday,
Dec. 7-9, at the library, 6123
Central City Parkway, north of

Ford Road.

There will be a preview sale
2-4 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6, for
members of the Friends organi-
zation. Sale hours will be from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and from noon to 4
p.m. Sunday which will be a bag
sale. .

For more information, call
the library at (734) 326-6123.

WYAA meeting

The annual meeting of the
Westland Youth Athletic
Association will be at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 6, at the WYAA
Lange Compound Building,
6050 Farmington Road, north
of Ford. The purpose will be
to review the year’s events and
vote on the 2008 general board
of directors.

Tree-lighting event

The city of Westland’s annual
tree-lighting ceremony is sched-
uled for 6:15 p.m. Monday, Dec.
3, in front of Westland City
Hall. The public is invited. The
event will include the singing
of Christmas carols, a visit by
Santa Claus and the turning on
of holiday lights on City Hall
grounds. Afterward, children
may go next door to Fire Station
No. 1 for treats and to visit with
Santa.

Christmas concert

To prove it's cool with street
glang, the Westland pub-
lic library has announced a

“the library is kickin’ it oid
school — really old school.”

In fact, the library plans to
party like it’s the year 1230.

The Cynnabar Collegium
Musicum, an 11-voice choir,
will perform Medieval seasonal
music at the library at 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2, in the Faust
Room.

“Those Medieval Homeboys,
The Cynnabar Collegium
Musicum, are rockin' da house
with happenin’ tunes from the
13th through the 17th century,’
according to a library poster.

Translation; Fee] free to stop
by for what is expected tobe a
good, holiday concert.

'For more information, call
(734 326-6123.

Win a truck

The Westland Community
Foundation and police officers
plan to assist local families.
Purchase aticket to a raffle,
sponsored by the Westland
Community Foundation,
the Westland Police Officers
Asgociation and the Westland
Lieutenants and Sergeants
Association, and you could win
a two-year lease of a 2008 Ford
F-150 pickup truck from Jack
Demmer Ford or $7,000 cash.

Tickets are $100 and only
175 will be sold. The money
raised will benefit families in
Westland.

The drawing will be held
at the Westland Community
Foundation’s annual Holiday
Event at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 13, in the Media Center of
John Glenn High School, 36105
Marquette, between Wayne
Road and Newburgh, Westland.

For more information, call

(734} 595-7727.

Events usher in holidays

The spirit of the holiday sea-
son comes to Westland’s civie
center complex next week with
the annual tree lighting eveut
and decorating of trees by
youngsters.

The annual tree lighting
ceremony’ will be at 6:15 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 3, on the steps
of Westland City Hall. Santa
will make a special trip to help
Mayor William Wild and the
members of the City Council
turn on the lights on the city
hall grounds.

Westland resident and sto-
ryteller Nancy Spinelle will
present this year's holiday
tale, “Cotton Ball ... A Holiday
Story,” the story of a small cot-
ton ball and his journey to be
made into a special holiday
gift. The story has spurred a
community-wide scarf collec-
tion for Westland’s Salvation
Army. Scarves will be accepted
at the ceremony as well.

The evening also will include
a carol sing-along and a visit
with Santa and refreshments at

_ the Central Fire Station next to

City Hall immediately follow-
ing the ceremony.

Students and scout troops
also are invited to decorate the

- trees between.City Halland

the Bajley Recreation Center
at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
5. Each group will decorate a:
tree especially chosen for them

“before presenting their trees to

the mayor and Sauta Claus.

Children will also have the
opportunity to make their own
Victorian serap art ornatment
inside the Bailey Center. The
afternoon will include a sing-
along and refreshments.

For more information, call
the Bailey Center at (734) 722-
7620,

And for youngsters who want
a chance to talk to the Big Man
himself, Westland’s annual
Santa Call-In Show, pro- -
duced by WLND-TV, will be
on a 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6.
Children can chat with Santa
and detail their holiday wishes
by calling (734) 427-9003, ‘

The program will re-air
throughout the holidays on
WLND-TV - Wide Open West
Channe! 10 and Comecast
Channel is 12,

To view WLND’s weekly-
viewing schedule, visit the City
of Westland’s Web site at www.
cityofwestland.com and click
on the WLND icon.

ON THE WEB TODAY

Wondering who made the
honor roll at Wayne-Westland’s
middle schools and high
schools?

It’'s easy. Just visit the
Westland home page of our Web
site at www.hometownlife.com
and ook for the honor rolls.
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Former Novi cuty manager announces run for 1ith District seat pog

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Longtime Novi City Manager
Edward Kriewall, 66, is seek-
ing the
Democratic
nomination
in the 11th
Congressional
District to
challenge
incumbent
Republican
Thaddeus
McCotter, who
is expected to seek a fourth
term, in the 2008 election.

Thomas Spencer, 2 Methodist
lay minister and Air Force vet-
eran, announced his candidacy
for the Democratic nomination
twoweeks ago.

“I see myself as a chauge
agent and I'm not going to be
a follow-the-leader congress-
man when I get there,” Kriewall
said, “I think that’s one of the
problems with the Legislature .
that exists now. They tend to go
along with what the president
says.”

Kriewall was Novi city man-
ager from 1974 to 2000. He
began working for Novi in 1969
as a public works superinten-

Kriewall

dent and was director of pubhc
works and interim city manager
before becoming city manager.

“I was there when they went
through most of their growth,”
Kriewall said. “It was very
exciting and very tough. We
went from 9,000 population
to almost 50,000. We actually
led the state in growth through
most of that time.”

Kriewall said he was involved
in the development of the M-

5 Haggerty Road connector,

the Novi Expo Center and, as
an administrative assistant,
coordinated the development of
Twelve Oaks Mall.

“Tunderstand government
and what drives people, depart-
ment heads,” he said. “A lot of
the time they are looking for
more funding than they need
and you've got to see through
that. I believe you could cut gov-
ernment sp'ending by 10 percent
right off the bat.”

Kriewall is a licensed builder.
After retiring as city manager,
he developed a condominium
development in Tecumseh and is
currently developing a commer-
cial property in Green Qaks.

- He has a bachelor’s degree
from the Detroit Institute of
Technology and a master of
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Congressionial candidate
Thomas Spencer has started a
Web site.

Spencer, a Methodlstlay
minister and 17,5. Air Force

tomspencer4congress.com.
Spencer and former Novi

Spencer campalgn goes onlme

- ity manager Edward Kriewall
‘have announced as candidates -

| ‘tion for the 11th Congress:onal

veteran, is now online at www.

for the Democratic iomina~

District,

Incumbent Republican
Thaddeus MeCotter is expect—
ed to run fora ﬁ)urth term.

public administration degree
from Nova Southeastern
University in Florida. He is sin-
gle and has two adult daughters
and two grandchildren.

As with Spencer, the war
in Iraq is the No. 1issue for
Kriewall in this election.

“I want to get out of there.

We should never have gotten

in there,” he said. “I'm a firm
believer that we are looked upon
by the rest of the world very neg-
atively because of our interven-
tion in some of these of areas.”

The economy and immigra-
tion are other key issues for
Kriewall.

“The outsourcing of jobs aver-
seas and what we are doing in
this country with manufactur-
ing and our ability to manufac-
ture is a sad situation,” he said.

He said Washington has not
been respectful to the domestic
auto industry.

“Immigration is a major
issue,” he said. “I believe that
illegal immigration is totally out
of control. Even legal immigra-
tion is at too high alevel. I think
it's causing problems with our
natural resources and I think it’s

taxing to the American pub]lc.
He said immigration has con-
tributed to urban sprawl and

_infrastructure problems.

Kriewall said he believes
MeCotter is vulnerable because
of his ties to the Bush adminis-
tration.

“I also think he’s vulnerable -
because there’s goingto be a’
Democratic administration in
the next election and a lot of
Republicans are vulnerable,” he
said.

Kriewall doesn't have a strong
feeling for any of the Democratic
presidential candidates, but he
said a Hillary Clinton-Barak
Obama ticket would be “hard to
beat.”

Kriewall sajd he has received
encouragement from supporters
of Tony Trupiano, who chal-
lenged McCotter in last year’s
election.

He said he has begun fund—
raising and will be distributing
campaign material. He doesi’t
have a Web site yet, but said he
will have one soon.

“From now on, it’s full speed
ahead,” he said. “WeTe up and
running.”

Get on the ball. Qinye

‘Read today’s -

FROM PAGE At

can’t understand how this
happened”

Jason Darke said, “t could
have been me who got shot.”

But Ridener said the dog,
involved in an earlier incident
in which a teenager was bit-
ten, “tore off the porch”end .
got within two feet of the offi-
cer before being shot.

The incident remains under
investigation, but Ridener said
it appears the officer, whose
name he didn't disclose, wasn't
at fault,

At first, Jason Darke said
he held his bleeding dog while
no one helped him. He said
the officer ultimately escorted

him by following himinhis -

car to Veterinary Emergency
Service West in Plymouth.
Jason Darke contends that
he was told by the officer that
the city would pay the bill, but
he and his mother said police
later withdrew the offer. By
then, Jason Darke said, the
veterinary bills already had
approached $2,000,

Cheryl Darke said the bullet

“blew out the dog’s teeth on
one side and put a hole in her
nose.” Jason Darke said the
bullet on Tuesday was stillin
the dog’s lower jaw.

He brought Flash home
Friday night, but took her
this week to Michigan
Veterinary Specialists in
Southfield. He said he was
told the dog needed care that
would likely cost another
$1,900 to $2,200. He said he

hadn’t flgured out how to pay
the initial $2,000, much Iess
the remaining tab,

“I just want my dog to be
taken care of — that's it,”
Jason Darke said, adding that
he is hoping to get help paying
the bills, .

Meanwhile, Ridener said
the Darkes have been told that
they may file a claim for costs
with the city and that it will be
reviewed. However, the chief
sald Jason Darke violated the

" city’s pit bull ordinance by not
" having the dog muzzled, on 2

leash and inside a closed pen
with four sides and a top.

Ridener said the officer,
faced with an attack, had
yelled for Jason Darke to call
off the dog before the shot was
fired.

It’s not the ﬁrst time the dog '
" has been in trouble, Ridener

said. In May, he said, the pit
bull bit 2 teenager on the left
arm on Bakewell. The chief
said-Jason Darke was cited for
having an unlicensed dog and
for failing to turn it over for
quarantine.

At that time, Ridener said,
the dog hadn’t had all its
shots. Flash was taken by
officers and placed in quaran-

. tine at the Michigan Humane

Society, where she was exam-

ined before being released the .

next day to her owner, Ridener

. said.

Jason Darke said the inci-
dent happened while children

. were playing with Flash -dur-

ing a birthday party: “That
was six months ago.”

dclem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110

Investing

in...

The

Southeast Michigan’s future.

Detroit Edison is planning more than $600 million in upgrades to Southeast
Michigan's electrical system. Work has already bequn, Once completed,
it will provide improved reliability for years to come. We'll be:

« Repairing or repiacing hundreds of transformers, fuses,
lightning arresters and other pieces of equipment.

¢ Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages.
» Replacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.

¢ Inspecting thousands of utility poles to identify and correct
potential problems.

» Rebalancing Southeast Michigan's electrical system to prevent
overloaded electrical circuits.

This is ail a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy our
customers need, when they need it — today, tomorrew and into the future.

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and services, .

call 800.477.4747.
or visit My.dteenergy.com.

Detroil Fdison

Power of Your Community e=DBTE®
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& one issue that always comes
up is invest- i
ing risk-free.

returns with- |
out short-term |

There is no such thing as a

risk-free invesiment. Every

investment has some risk. The

goal is not to eliminate risk,
“but rather to'manage it.

different types of risks and
how they affect your money.

Most look at risk with
regard to principal fluctua-
tion. People believe that the
stock market is risky and
aggressive because the value

have given a number of
talks at public libraries and

People want of an investment goes up and
an investment down. On the other hand,
with long-term CDs are considered a conser-
stock market. vative risk-free investment

because principal cannot go

volatility. exposes an investment phi-
Unfortunately, Mo“ey Maue“ losophy that can cause serious
that type of L problems in the future.
investment  Rick Bloom When investors do not con-
vehicle does o sider the risk inflation has on
not exist, . a portfolio, they are fooling

have a risk-free investment.
-ing power of an investment.

The key is to understand the
six cents to mail a first-class
letter. Today, it costs 41 cents

L

down. Looking at risk this way

themselves into believing they
Inflation erodes the purchas-

One example of this is postage
stamps. Forty years ago, it cost

CITY OF WESTLAND
SYNOPSIS OF MINUTES
MTG. 22 11/19/07

Presiding: President Pickering
Present: Godbout, Graunstadt,
Stottlemyer

270-Approved minutes of 11/5/07.
-Adopted Budget Amend: 2008-05: Gen. Fund $41,738.00.

-Removed Bid Award from Gaghio Pr. Cement & award to Major
Building for concrete repairs, $91.690.00

-Agrmnt, between City & WWCSD re, JGHS Police Ofcr, Liason.
-Adopted Prep. Land Div. Res., Parcel #062-99-0008-703, e. side
Wayne Road, s. of Cherry Hill.

-Approved 2008 Schedule of Reg.Council Mtgs.

-Approved Clean up fees on Winter Tax Bill; $14.894.64. ;
271-Approved Special Land Use AJ’s Attic Resale Clothing Store,
Parcel #035-99-0004-001, e, side of Wayne Road, n. of Ford Road.
273-Re-appoint. of B.D.Hopking as Dem. on Bd, of Canvasgers.
275-Re-appoint, of R. Stgry as Rep. on'Bd. of Canvassers.

Johnson, . Kehrer, Reeves,

276-Approved check list Activity: $1,391,048.52 & Prepaid:
$1,749.677.93.
Meeting adjourned 8:20 p.m.-
Minutes available at the Clerk’s office,
Charles W. Plckermg Eileen DeHart
Council President City Clerk
Publigh: November 29, 2007 08573278 - 244
ADVERTISEMENT FOR RIDS
The Architect will receive sealed bids for:
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF

GYMNASIUM OPERABLE WALL REPLACEMENT AT
EETTERING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Bid Proposals wiil be received until the time and the place, as.

foliows, where and when the opening of bid proposals will be
conducted by the Owner in public:

Date: December 13, 2007
Time: 1:00 p.m. EST
Place:  Board of Education

Wayne-Westland Community Scheols
36745 Marquette
Westland, MI 48185

Attn; Sheila King, Supervisor of Business

Bidding Documents will be available for examinatien and
distribution on or after Monday November 26, 2007.

Examination may be made at the Office of the Architect, TMP
ASSQCIATES, INC., Architects ~ Engineers ~Planners, 1191 West
Square Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302; the
- MCGRAW-HILL CONSTRUCTION DODGE PLAN ROOM, Detroit,
Michigan; or the CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION OF
MICHIGAN, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.

Qualified Bidders may obtain bidding documents from the Office of
the Architect, consisting of one (1) set of Drawings and
Specifications.

Return Bidding Documents to the Architect wfthin ten (10) days
after opening receipt of proposals. Documents are to be complete, in
clean and uaable condition and free of marks or other defacement.

A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial
relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the
school board, school superintendents, or chief executive must
accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid that dees not
include thig statement. This statement is on the proposal execution
form.

Bid Proposals shall be on forms furnished by the Architect,
accompanied by a satisfactory Bid Bond or Certified Check for five
percent (5%} .of the Base Bid Sum maximum possible proposal
amount.

Bidder shall agree not to withdraw Bid Proposal for a period of
sixty (60) days after date for receipt of bids.

Accepted Bidder shall be required to furnish satisfactory
Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment Bond in
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

The right to reject any or all Bid Proposals, either in whale or in
part, or to waive any informalities therein is reserved by the
Owner.

This praject is to be bid at the prevailing wage rate.

Publish; Noverber 20 & Deceber 2, 2007

OEDBSTINZ2 - 2xd

‘When investors do not cons1der

the risk inflation has on a
portfolio, they are fooling
themseives into believing they
have a risk-free investment.
Inflation erodes the purchasing
power of an investment.

to mail that same letter. What
costs a little over a nickel 40
years ago now costs nearly
50 cents. It's just not postage
stamps, it is everything in our
society. The cost of living is
higher today than it was 20
years ago and it will be even
higher 20 years from now.
You must make sureyou are.
receiving enough to offset
inflation.

What makes this issue even

State Sen. Glenn S. Anderson
has introduced to bill that
would tighten the reins on
insurance companies and
increase consumer protection
for individual policyholders.

“Michigan residents not only
put their money into insur-
ance companies, but their faith
as well,” said the Westland
Democrat, “When someone is
injured or files a claim, they

more complex are taxes and
how inflation itself is calcu-
lated. .
‘When you earn money
on investments, you have
a tax liability. Focusing on
the government’s inflation.
number is not sufficient.
The government’s number is
a measurement that econo-
mists use, however, it does not

reflect your increased cost of

living. The reality of the situa-
tion is that each of us needs to
caleulate our own inflationary
number based upon how our

"costs are increasing on a year-

by-yea.r basis.

Risk is a function of time.
The stock market is very
aggressive over the short rum,

-“wwhich-causes volatility, prin-

cipal fluctnation and some

" sleepless nights. However, over
‘the Jong run the market’s per-

need to know that they will be
treated fairly by their insur-
ance company, and if not, then
by our legal system.”

8B 913 will require insurers
to handle benefits or claims
fairly and in good faith with
individuals claiming benefits.
It will also remove barriers for
policyholders who are forced to
pursue & policy breach in court.
An insurer that breaches their

formance is much more pre-
dictable and less volatile.
Investments such as CDs
that have no principal fluctua-
tion are considered safe and
conservative for the short run.
The exact opposite can be said
about CDs over the long run,
where the effects of inflation”
erode the value of money.
During these turbulent
times, investors who are
nervous are bailing out and
investing their money into
CDs and U.S. Treasuries.
Although that stops the short-
term pain, investors should
not fool themselves into think-
ing they are investing risk-free
- they are not. 'The risks of
inflation can’t be overlooked.
Investors who let short-term
comfort dictate the long-term
strategy of their portfolio
will find that the short-term

duty will be held liable for com-
pensatory, consequential and
exemplary damages caused by
the breach.

The second bill, SB 914,
establishes that the court
shall award all legal costs and
expenses related to taking legal
action to an insured individual
when an insurance company
has been found to be in breach
in court. This will include rea-

Inflation is long-term risk for conservative investments

comfort causes long-term dif-
ficulties.

I wish I had ther ma.gzc
words to get investors through
difficult times. However, what
is happening in the market
now is not unusual. We've
seen it earlier this year, like

. we have seen it in the past.

Understanding how the mar-
ket operates and focusing on
your financial goals and objec-
tives will allow you to follow

a strategy to get through the
difficult times.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Qbserver & Eccentric read-
ers can submit questions at mon-
eymatters@hometowniife.com. For
more information, visit Rick's Web
site af www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. You can hear Rick from
noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM
(1400).

2 bills would rein in insurance companies

sonable and actual attorney
fees, interest and taxable costs.

“Currently Michigan insur-
ance laws allow insurance corn-
panies to draw out settlements
and deny claims with little
recourse to the consumer,” said
Anderson. “My legislation will
create a disincentive for these
bad actors in the industry to
delay payment on legitimate
claims.”

Meeting aims to fight foreclosures epidemic

An organizing meeting to
fight the epidemic of foreclo-

“sures in Detroit and through-

out Michigan will take place at
1p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, on the
fourth floor of Central United
Methodist Church, 23 E.
Adams at Grand Circus Park
in Detroit.

The meeting is to build
support for a campaign to

demand that Gov. Jennifer
Granholm exércise her author-
ity under the law to declare a
State of Economic Emergency
in Michigan and impose a
moratorinm to stop foreclo-

- sures and utility shut-offs.

Three separate Michigan
statutes mandate that the
governor declare a State of
Emergency during periods of

crisis, natural or “man-made,”
and provide special powers

to meet the crisis. During the
1930s, the State Legislature
utilized its emergency pow-
ers to pass the Mortgage
Moratorium Act which
extended the redemption peri-
od during which homeowners
could not have their property
taken from them after foreclo-

I

SZI‘VE 30 TO

SPECIAL HOLIDAY SAVINGS EVENT!

Great Gift Ideas:
Curio Cabinels » Swing Rockers
Leather Recliners * Writing Desks
File Cabinets « Bar Siools * Lamps + Coat
Trees® Boolcases ¢ Hope Chests

* Planf Stands ¢ Efe...

American Mce—ng est Quality from Clayton Marcus.

BALANCES OF

$10,000 AND HIGHER
FDIC INSLIRED

Speciolizing in Apariment size sofos.

Create the Home Office of Your Dreqms
in3 Fanlshes Oak Cherry or Esprasso!

32104 Plymouih Road ° leomq

734-525-1737

§
.'IO"o

“When's the last time you had this much
interest In a savings account?
To open an account, visit your nearest branch or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Not your typical bank?

sure from six months to five
years. '

In Russell vs. Battle Creek
Lumber Co., the Mortgage
Moratorium Act was upheld as
constitutional by the Michigan,
‘Supreme Court baséd on the
U.S. Supreme Court decision
in Home Building & Loan
Association vs. Blaisdell,
which upheld a similar mora-
torium passed in Minnesota.

Meeting organizers point
out that Michigan is currently
among the leaders nationwide
in foreclosures, with more
than 24,000 homes in fore-
closure in Detroit alone. In
Detroit, 85 percent of mort-
gages are sub-prime. They add
that the people of Michigan
desperately need emergency
relief now to meet the crisis
and prevent the unprecedent-
ed loss of homes in the state.

Bl CANTON CINEMA |
[ Goodrlch Tﬂmt‘lﬁm‘::;'qm:dim

-734‘.-.844-F1'|.'M.
Ford Rd.
1 Mile' West c! IKEA

DETRO!T’S BEST ..

MOVIE DEAL
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ALL DIBITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BiG SCREENS 5
$4.00 ~vses ||
$ 6 - 5 0 EXGEPT ADULY EVE,

Free drink refills & 25¢ com refiils

() 12:20, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10, &:20
FRISAT LS 11:40
BEOWULF (PG-13)
11:25, 1:55, 4:25, 7:18, §:50
W FRED CLAUS (PG)

": = = E
200z.DRINK
with §2.75 purchage
QT 4602, bag of buttery pobonm

Member FDIG. High Yisld Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collscted balance for new parsonal accounts, The guaranteed rate of 4.60% APY s for accounts with bafances of $16,000 and wili he pald until January 31, 2008. After January 31, 2008, accounts with balances of $10,000 or more wili earn the current APY in
gffect at that tims, which is 4.60% APY as of 10/08/07. The blended APY for accounts with halances of $50,000 or greater is 4.50%. The hlended APY for accounts with bafances of $10,000 to $49,999 wilt garn 4.80% APY. Accounts with halances up to $9,599 earn 1.00% APY. Fees may reduce earmings, See a hanker for FDIG coverage amounts
and transaction limitations. Accourt, cannot b acoessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum opening deposit is required. Minimum transaction amaunt of $10,000 for withdrawals. Nonqualifying transaction fee of $25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 inva statement period. All acceunts and services are sumect to individual approval.

APYs accurate as of 10/D8/07 and mav chance before or after account openina. Offar valid onlv in Michinan. This offer is 'subiect to change and mav be withdrawn at any time. Charter One s & divislon of RBS Citizans, N.A.
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Ceramics show has work
by more than 130 potters

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Quality Painting
gz, Residential
2

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Work Done By Owner
Frank C. Farrug:a

if you offer a Senior Discount ta yaur CUSEGErS
and wish to advertise on this page,
call 734-953-2070 for further Information

This is Debbie Liberman’s
first Potter’s Market. She was
telling everyonc how excited
she was to be in the annual
show featuring 12,000 square
feet of hand-crafted bowls,
sculptures, teapots, bird-
houses, soap dispensers, and =SS ==
more. Kathy Sandberg of Plymouth displays

Between Work and

Farmnily, Life i$ BUSY!
© Patient Care

» Transportation

o Shopping / Emands

* Reading & Writing Bills
& Lefters

= Medication Reminder

i % Porsonal Assistance

At the time, Liberman was  her latest work in the 32nd annual , Dressing ;:ello:;eﬂnsl
exhibiting her ceramics in the Potters Market. M ED L{-.) O R Fﬂgd Preparaiior? ¢
Village Potters Guild annuali oot B e 2t

A Pipee For e P, My 6

e rtay | 32HD AHNUAL POTTERS HARKET o .
20 years argohﬁn% hﬁs beena | what: The show features 12,000 | $E - LIS 248-698-0097
?}‘ﬁﬁ‘gim‘;t;:gg ;lﬁlog)“?o‘; square feet of ceramics by more ' o

12 vears. She'll exhibit tiles, than 130 po?t-ers.

baskets with beaded handles, | WhemPreview and advance sale

Keniors...

flat trays, beads, buttons, 69 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 29 ($10); £ F:

and a few ornaments at the admission free during the rest of 5@%@%@/@ ﬁ?é@

Potters Market. the show 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, _oevesoans | ﬁ; £ i
“The Potters Market has Nov. 30; 10 a.m. fo 6 p.m. Saturday, G g‘gf ,

the potential for a large vol-

ume of sales and the oppor- Bec.; andi0am. o5 p.m. Sunday, y . e WE???R’M’?@ z’%’ignuf y

tunity for a lot of people who ec. ' ' L Gare Giving Servies For Geniors

are interested in pottery to Where: United Food & Commercial

see my work,” said Debbie Worker's Union Half, 876 Horace s Personal Care / Companionship

Liberman of Scuthfield. Brown Drive, south of 13 Mite Road Light Meal Preparation ¢ Light Housework Westhovan Manor
Kathy Sandberg exhibits between Stephenson Highway and  Errands & Shopping (733) ?29»3&3@&

her wares every year at the John R, Madison Heights ¢ Medication Reminder Lt ot 2D _

market that literally offers
ceramics for everyoene, Like
Liberman, Sandberg was
invited to exhibit in the show
as & guest artist. The Potters  ists. There’s a jewelry see-

¢« CNA & CPR Certified

313-880-8378

fSereoned & Beokorund Checketl)

Details: Visit www thepottersmar-
¥et.com or call (248) 246-2686.

Market primarily spotlights tion, ornaments, a $25 and A Sy %,%@JM%ﬁﬁ%h{&f%%@%m
the advanced and former under section. The main floor §: o Life ne Ply R Fowrme:
stndents of the Oakland is individual and one of a o . e £ Yamout owne ‘
Community College (Royal kind pieces. If you like pot- : flled W”{h (-”m‘fi §.am‘e&:-s "mgﬁ Great Frivads
Oak) Ceramic Technology tery that’s the place to go. If «; Designed with active seniors in mind.
Program, but displays the vou're a collector of mugs. § * 24 hour courtesy staff * Game room/billiards
work of other potters as well.  They're one of a kind. There’s %ﬁ :g"’;h :Indl? ok daily ® Lihirary, Plus so much more
*It’s all potters,” said a lot of very talented artists ¥ B, “feelfl; L); ne:;: n:e c;;mg 107 Haggerty Road
Sandberg, a member of the there.” V& Plymouth, MI 48170
: . Wy : . : . :
Village Potters G.u%ld. It’s é} ﬁﬁi‘gﬁ,ﬁiﬁ g%&?‘ﬁ:‘iﬁg b (734) 459-.3891
not set up by individual art- Ichomin@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2145 g @ Professionally Managed by
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! I famdly w? this very eritical Yime?

Financially Bieeding...
Due To Not Seiling Your Home?
Perhaps Camomte Leasing Is The Answer!

Call

Property I.easing
20 Years of Residentiul Know-Ho

1-248-471-RENT (7358)
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Libraries interested in Graphic Novels

As most librarians know this is the fastest growing area of the book market. Don't §{ = . ;
keep your patrons waiting! Get them some Graphic Noveis (includes Manga) and ; "
Trade paperbacks today. We have a special program for you featuring: BASEMENT°
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ERERGY REVOLUTION TODAY!

- your basement floor which can compromise its
‘ . L ¢ structural integrity. We clean drain tiles, not tear up
We stock more Graphic Novels and Trade Paperbacks than anyone in Michigan and L | basement floors, We also handle urethane crack

we offer competitive discounts, We will personaily help you build and maintain your * Injections.
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| BELIEFS AND VALUES |

www.hometownlife.com

If you want to submit an item for

the refigion calendar, fax it to (734)
5917279 or write; Religion Calendar,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150, Deadline
for anannouncement to appear in the
Thursday edition is noon Monday.

DECEMBER

Widowed Friends dinner

Deadiine is Saturday, Dec, 1, fo make
reservations for the Widowed Friends of
the Archdiocese of Detroit’s itatian buf-
fet dinner Wednesday, Dec. 5, at Corsi's
talian Restaurant at Seven Mife near
Inkster in Livonia. Social begins at 5 p.m.,

* dinner at 6 p.m., evening ends at 9:30

p.m. Cast is $15. For information, call

Chet at (734) 4594316 or Gloria at (313)

38-4187

Breakfast/craft time
QOrchard United Methodist Church,
30450 Farmingten Road, Farmingtan
Hills is hosting Breakfast with Santa 8
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 1. Everyone is invit-
ed. Menu inctudes all- you-can- eat pan-
cakes, sausage, orange juice, coffes,
tea, and mitk. You can purchase tickets
at the door: Children under age 4 free;
412 years oid 83; aduts $5. Maximum
family price §20. For more informa-
tion, cell (248} 626-3620 or visit wirw.
orchardumc.org. Also occurring 94130
a.m. Dec. §, is Family Craft Time when
your famity will have the opportunity
to create memories and a keepsake
ornaments. A $4 materiats fee will be
collected at the door per family.
The Golden Glide

The Mt. Hope Congreqgational Church
Youth Group hosts a dinner dznce with
music from tha Big Band Era 7-9;30
n.m. Saturday, Dec. 1, at the church
on the north side of Schoolcraft road,
between Middlebelt and Mesriman,
Livonfz. The $9.50 per person charge
inciudes a spaghetti dinner with salad,
dinner rollis, and dessert. To reserve
tickets (to be picked up at the door), &-
mail alf guest names 1o soccer18chika@
hotmail.com. Please include ghone
number or ather confact methed.
Tickets may also be purchased at the
door the night of the event. For more
information, calf the church at {734)
425-7280 weekdays from9 am. tot
p.m. Proceads will help support their
2008 mission trip to Waterloo, lowa.
Holiday concert
The Madrigal Chorale of Southfield
performs 8 p.m. Safurday, Dec. 1, at 0id
St. Mary's Church, 646 Monroe at St.
Antoine in Detroit's Greektown. Tickets
$18 and available by calling (248} 229-
7147 or at the door for $20. Hightights
include Bieb!'s Ave Maria and selec-
ticns from Britten's Ceremony of
Carols, asing-g-long and holidav musi-
cal gems.

Worshtp service

10:45 a.m. Sundays, Adult Sunday
School at 9:30 a.m., Children’s Sunday

School during worship, Youth Group 57

p.m. and Catechism for Grownups 5:30+
6:30 p.m., at Trinity Church of Livonia,
34500 Six Mile. For information, cali
(734) 425-2800.

Heroes

RELIGION CALENDAR

Explores the lives of five ordinary
haroes 915 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 2, at Life Covenant Church which

Ward Church in Northvilie, No chargé.
To pre-reqister for the class or other
class dates, cail (248} 348-1100.

meets at East Middle Schoof, 1042 tilley ' Cookfe walk

{S. Miif}, Plymouth. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 634-2697.

Church auction
The Nativity of the Yirgin Mary Greek
Orthodox Church Auction, The Miracle
on five Mile will be heid Dec. 2. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Live and silent auc-
tion. Food and drinks avallable for
purchase. No entrance fee. Everyone
weicome. For more information, call
(734) 420-0131
Gingerbread open house
The Inn at §t. Johoy's Gingerbread Open
House takes place 1-4 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 2, at 44045 Five Mile at Sheldon,
Plymauth, The free family event fea-
tures live reindeer petting, carfiage
rides, a gingerbread house display,
visits with Santa, music and refresh-
ments. Donations of non-perishable
food items &re requested-to benefit St.
Vincent De Paul. Additional information
can be found at www.theinnatstjshns.
com or call (7343 414-0600,

Dysfunctional families seminar
Motivational speaker Susan McKenna
and therapist, Arnoid Keller, Director
of Psychotherapy and Counseling
Services in Northvilie will explain-
how to determine if you came from &
dysfunctiona family, what it is doing
to your |ife now and most importanty,

what yourcan do to change it or at least
how you can change how it affects you,

year after year 7 p.m. Friday, Dec, 7, at

A5 %SANLS
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Obituaries, Memarials, Remembrances

1-800-579-7355 « fax
e-mail: oeobits@hometownlife.com

734-953-2232

DAVID HAUSER

Passed away November 24,
2007 at the age 82, Loving
3 husband of Patricia. Dear
~ brother of Ann (Lowell}
Apeseche, A memorial service has
taken place at Kirk in' the Hills,
Bloomlield Hills. Mr. Hauser was a
graduate of the University of

Michigan and served in the Navy Air
Corp in World War I1. Memorial trib-
ufes may be made to the Universtiy of
Michigan Schoot of fngineering.

EDITH L. GALARNEAU

Age 74, of Livonia, died Sun. Nov. 25,
2007, She was born May 9, 1933 in
Fowlerville to Chester L. & Helen
(Marke!!) Lewis. She was a 1951 grad-
uate of Fowlerville High Schocl and
married Kenneth Galarneau on Oct 24,
1954 in Fowlerville. He preceded her
in death Jan. 6, 1995, She worked at
Sidel Hardware, Menufacturers Bank
and as a teachers aide at 0. W. Holmes
elementary school. She is survived by
daughter: Kathy (Wayne) Umstead of
Livonia and som: David (Comnie) of
Ypsilanti Twp., two granddaughters:
Heather Sorel & Danielle Galameau,
and sister; Shitley Anne Lewis.
Services: 1 PM Thursday, November
29 at Fowlerville First Baptist Church
with Rev. Daniel Perry officiating with
interment in Greenwood Cemetery.
Arrangements by Niblack Funeral
Home, Dillingham Liverance,Chapel.
Memorial contributions my be made to
the American Cancer Society,

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
EDWARD KENT EBERE I1
12-1-2006

Taken from us in the prime of his Efe,
We cherish each and every day and
ever moment we spent with you. We
miss your infinite knowledge, guid-
ance, your laughter and jokes, discus-
ston and advice. If tears could build a
stairway to Heaven and memories a
road, we would walk right up to
Heaven and bring you home again, [t
will never be the same, we will never
be the same, we will forever love you

and forever, your loving wife Connie
and son Walt, Bev and Jeff,

MARTHA KANGAS

Age 97, passed away on November
26,2007, She was barn on Novembér
22, 1910; daughter of the late John
and Josephine Kangas. Martha is sur-
vived by her niece Joanne Bender, her
grand-nieces Jennifer and Lisa and
her grand-nephew Stephen. Also sur-
vived by Christine Kangas, and Kathy
Cicotic and her dear friend Dorothy
Cooper. Visitation will be held on
Friday, November 30th from 4:00-
8:30PM. Funeral service will be
Saturday, December 1, 2007 at {0:30
AM at PHILLIPS FUNERAL HOME
with final visitation at 10:00 AM at

tions requested to LeBan,

and never forget you. Love always "

the funeral home. Memorial contribu-

PALL JOHN
1926 - 2007

Paul John, 81, died early
Monday morning, the 19th
-of November. He was born
in 1926 in Motgantown,
West Virginia, son of Everetie G. and
Edith John. Paul attended the
University of Michigan at the age of
16 and was in the gradnating class of
1946, While in college, he volun-
ieered for the job of providing “orien-
tation” to new students entering the
University. He served as an officer
for his Fratefnity, Delta Upsilon. He
also served on the school’s Michigan
Development Council (fund raising).
Paul was a 2nd Lieutenant in the Air
Force but that was short lived as the
war ended and he entered the work
force, His entrée into advertising
started with the advertising agency J.
Walter Thompson office in Detroit.
He followed that with a job for a
Milwaukee based printing company.
In 1956 Paul moved io Campbeli-
Ewald, one of the advertising agencies
for General Motors, creating advertis-
ing for Chevrolet, His talent for mar-
keting and helping peopie blended
together in many of his creative ideas.
He led the Chewvrolet client into, big-
time televisicn sponsorship advertis-
ingon the programs, “Bonanza”, “My
Three Sons” and “Route 66”. In the
college football world, he created the
“Chevrolet Player of the Game”, a
recognition that continues today with
a 40 year legacy of contributing near-
ly 10 million dollars in scholarship
funds. At the agency, Paul became
Chairman/CEQ in 1983, He retited
after 30 years with Campbell-Ewald.
Paul worked nights and weekends
building a beautiful home on Pine
Lake where he and wife Nancy lived
for 31 years. They were members of
Orchard Lake Country Club and were
involved in numerous orgenizations
that kept them both quite busy. In his
retirement, Pauyl and Nancy, retutned
to her roots (3rd generstion San
Franciscan) and settled in Carmel,
where they had been married at the
Chutch of the Wayfarer 52 years prior.
Retirement never slowed him down.
Paul purchased Ocean Chevrolet, later
to include Honda, which is now run
by his son Steve. Paul was also on the
Board of Directors of the Monterey
Institute of International Studies and
of the Beacon House. He was a2 mem-

ber of the Old Capital Club, Monterey |

Peninsula Country Club and the
Beach and Tennis Club.” He was an
avid golfer and enjoyed playing
bridge. Paul will be remembered by
his family and manyfriends as gener-
ous, helpful, positive, kind and funny.
He Iad a great zest for life and was
definitely a man of action. Above all,
he was devoted to his family. He is
survived by his wife, Nancy, his chil-
dren Steve (and his wife Lisa and
their children Alexa and Kyle), Tina
Grippi (and her husband Chris and
their children Danielle and Joanna)
and his sister Patricia Cochran of
Burlington, Vermont. He was preced-
ed in death by his brother, Robert
John of New York City. A private
service will be held by his family at a
later date. Contributions in his name
may be made to the First Tee of
Monterey County, 1551 Beacon Hill
Drive, Salinas, CA 93903,

" November 25, 2007. Age 76. Husband

SIDNEY CHARLES LUCAS

Age 83, November 23, 2007 of] °

Livonia. Beloved husband of the late
Beryl. Loving father of John
(Christine) Lucas, Karen (Richaid)
Paul and Kimberly (Matthew) Pisko.
Dear prandfather of John E. Lueas,
Erin Krichmar, Christopher Paul,
Mackenzie Pisko, Mike & Lori Lucas.
Grear grandfather of Alyssa, Caleb
and John Christian. Brother of Mary
Jane King. Giloria Meeks and the late
Ruth Duna, Fuperal service at fvrec
Funeral Home, 999 Joues Ave., Ouak
Hill, WV, 25901, Local arrangements
by the RG. & G.R. Harris Funeral
Home, Livonia. (734} 422-6720.

THOMAS E, THOMAS

of Crystal. Father of Ginger Thomas
and Holly (William) Wildhack,
Grandfather of Evan and Jacelyn
Wiidhack. A Memorial Service will
be heid Friday, November 30, 2007 at
10:00 am from the Kirk in the Hills,
1540 W. Long Lake Rd., Bloomfield
Hills 48302, Memorial contiibutions
may be made to the Dorathy and
Pcter Brown Adult Day Care Program
or the Kirk in the Hills.
www.mccabefuneralhome.com

May You
Find

Comfort in
Fama ly

1

F(_)BITUAR?%‘
 POLICY

The first five “bilied” lines of an
obituary are published at no cost..
All additional lines will be
charged at 4 per line. You may
flace a picture of your loved one
or an additional cost of only $6.
Symbolic emblems may be
included at no cost {example:
American  Flags, = religious
symbols, etc.)

Deadlines:

Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday
Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday

Dbiluaries received affer these deadlinas
will be placed in the next avaifable issue.

e-mail your obit to
oecbits@hometownlifé.com

or fax to:
Atin: Obits c/o Charolette Wilson

734-953-2232
For more information call:
Charolette Wilsen
734-953-2070 -
or Liz Keiser
734-953-2067
or tafl free

IZ 866-818-7653
ask tor Ghar or Liz |
QE0856962 .J

10 a.m- to T p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at
St. Michael's Orthodox Chureh, 26455
W. Chicago, between Beech Daly and
inkster roads, Redford, Christmas cook-
ies of all kind wil} be avaiiable for sale
by the pound. For mere information,

- call {313) 937-2120.

Nativity displays
More than 200 Nativity displays from
around the world in a Celebration of
the Christmas Creche 11a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 8- (57 per
person at the door, §5 per person for
groups of 10 or more; Preview party
and lecture by Bengt Swenson 6:30-
9:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7 (tickets start at
550 and benefits the Detroit Institute
of Ophthalmalogy, RSYP required by
calling (313) 824-4710) at their building,
15415 €, Jefferson at Somerset, Grosse
Pointe Park, The nativity displays are
from the private collection of Bengt
and Elaine Swenson.

Christmas concert
Christmas Joy concerts take place
7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, and 5 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 9, at Ward Evangelicat
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile,
Northvilie. No charge. Childcare pro-
yided through age 4,
Ward Church welcomes The Chamber
Choir of The First Presbyterian Church
of Birmingham 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16.
For more information, calf (248) 374
7400,

Course in Miracles
Introduction seminars based on A
Course in Miracles spiritual self-study
book 9:30 &.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
8 6-9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 12,
28660 Five Miie, between Inkster and
Middiebelt. Understanding 4 Course
in miracles takes place 9 a.m. 1o 3:30
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 24, and Dec. 15. For
more information, contact Jim White at
{734y 259-0207 or send e-matl to iove.
comm@hotmail.com,

Annual Christmas concert
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, features
choirs and instrumentalists at Christ
Qur Savier Lutheran Church, 14175
Farmington Road, north of 196 service

* drive (Schoolcraft), Livonia. For more
information, call (734} 522- 6830

Christmas concart
St. Aidan Adult Choir and friends per-
forma concert 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, at
the church on Farmington road, north
of Six Mife in Livonia, Proceeds from
this event help provide assistance to
our Christian Service Commission in
the preparation of Christmas Baskets
for those in need. Admission is $5 and
2 ron-peristapie food items.

Advent/Christmas hymn festival
Hawy Trinity Lutheran Church presents
Savior of the Nations, Come, a hymn
festival 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, at the
church located on Five Mile, west of
1-275, Livonia, The pubtic is invited. A
freewill offering wiil be received and
refreshmants foilow the performance.
The Advent season begins on the first
Sunday fn December and continues for
the four Sundays before Christmas. it is
a traditionai Christian liturgical season
of waiting and preparation for the com-
ing of the Savior, desus Christ, in the
manger in Bethlehem.
Composed by Lutheran composer.
Michae! Burkhardt, the work includes
10hymns and anthems in spacial
arrangements for Chancef Choir, brass
quartet, woodwind duo, the Trinity
Belis handbefl ensemble, organ, piano
and congregation. Organist Ann Buland
and pianist Susan Harrison ead the
festival.

Refarmed Protestant secvices
The doctrines and teachings of
Reformed Protestantism will be
preached 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14, ata’
worship service of the Free Church of
Scotfand (Continuing) at the Cherry
Hiif School, 50440 Cherry Hilf, corner
of Ridge, Canton. Rev. Sean Humby-of
Dhio will preach, For mere informa-
tion, call Margaret Waldacker at (313)
530-6170 or Humby at {937) 2521156,
or visit www.westminsterconfession.
orq. Weekly Sunday services will begin
an Jan.

Boar's Head Festival of Music
Ancient processional celebrating
Epichany presented by Cherry Hilis
Presbyterian Church with the Livonia
Symphony Orchestra and Dearborn:
High School's Choral Graup 5 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, and 3
p.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec, 16, at the
church, 24110 Cherry Hili at Telegraph,
Dearborn. Tickets are free but a free
will offering will be accepted. Advance
tickets are recommended. Call (313)
563-4800. The interdenominationat
experience features the Christmas
story, the Yule processicn and trim-
ming of the halt,
Choir cantata
Mt. Yernon Baptist Church presents -
a Christmas choir cantata, One Smait
Child, T1a.m. Sunday, Dec. 16, at
the church, 8828 Wormer, Redford.
Everyone is welcome. Call (313) 537-
7480.

ONGOING

Upper Room Ministries
Meets 6 p.m; Sundays, in Room Hiin
Our Lady of Loretto Schoal on Beech
Daly and Six Mile in Redford. Upper
Room Ministries is a spisit filled: chas-
ismatic ministry sponsored by Living
Water Church in Livonia. Aif faiths wel-
come o attend. For information, calt

Pastor Luke Willis at (734) 425-6360, or
Bishop Dan Strength at (734} B12-1099.

- FLR.E. ministries

With theme scripture, He shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost and with fira
{Luke 316), is organizing in Livonia at
Living Water Church, 11663 Arcolain the
inkster and Plymouth roads area at 7
p.m. Fridays under the leadership of
Luke Witlis. F.LR.E. Minfstries, For more
information, call {734) 425-6360.

New worship schedute
Reguiar church service 10 a.m. Sundays
with Communion and Nursery, 9 a.m.
Sunday School for alf ages and Faith
Forum, at Holy Cross Evangeticai
Lutheran Church (ELCA}, 30650 Six Mile,
Livonia, Cail (734} 4271414, All visitors
welcome. Visit www.holycrosstivonia.
0Fg.

Sunday worship
11a.m. Sunday worship service, 9:30
aJm. Sunday schoel, 7 p.m: Wednesday
Bible Study, at Good Shepherd
Reformed Church, 6500 N, Wayne Rd. at
Hunter, Westland. For information, call
{734) 721-0800.

Warship services
10 a.m, Sundays Divine Liturgy fol-
lowed by a fellowship/coffee time,
at Holy Trapsfiguration Orthodox
Church, 36075W. Seven Mite, between
Newburgh and Wayne roads, Livonia.
Church-school for children and aduits
begins at 9 a.m. Sunday. Vespers are
celebrated 5 p.m. Saturdays. Visitors
are atways welcome, For mose informa-
tion, call (248) 476-3432 (church), {248)
4TT-4T12 (rectory) or Web site at www.
orthedoxlivonia.org.

Fali worship schedule
Chapel service begins at 8:45 a.m.
and includes simple worship and Holy
Communion; adult Sunday school and
Bible Cinema are at 9:30 a.m. nursery
care provided. Worship and Sunday
school for children through eighth
grade is during the 10:30 a.m. hour.
Mursery care also provided during
the service. On the fourth and fifth
Sundays they wil! be participating in
community worship whichincludes
everyone, Senior High youth are
invited to meet 7 p.m. Sundays, at St.
Matthew's United Methodist Church,
30900 Six Milg, between Middizbelt and
Merriman, Livonia. For information, call
{734) 422-6038.

Singers wanted
Riverside Park Church of God is fook-
ing for voices to join their chair. If you
like to sing and fove God {cr just want
to get to know God) join in. For more
information, call (734) 464-0990.

Pancake breakfasts
The Ushers’ Club of S$t. Michael the
Archangel Parish in Livonia continue
their 30-year tradition of all-you-ran-
eat pancake breakfasts gn the third
Sunday of each month. The breakfasts
are served in the school cafeteria at
11441 Hubbard, south of Piymouth Road.
Adults, $5; children ages 4-11, $2: chil-
dren under age 3, free; and family {2
aduits and alt children), $15. Everyone
is welcome.

Men's breakfast
Ham & eggs, hash browns, pancakes,
and more when you come to the
Men's Breakfast at 8 am. on the first
Saturday of every month af The Senate
Restaurant, located off Haggerty -
Road between Five Mlie and Six Mile
in Northville, Al men are invited for
fellowship and food. Sponsorad by
Riverside Park Church of God, 11771
Newbhurgh, Livonia. Cali (734) 464-
0990,

MOPS meetings
The Hosanna-Tabor Mothers of
Preschoolers (MOPS) group began
meeting this fall on a new time and
time at the Lutheran church, 9600
Leverne, Redferd. Meetings continue
the first and third Thursdays of the
month at 9:30 a.m. Join in for teaching,
discussion, creative projects and pre-
santations. For more information, cali
{248} 470-5202 or send e-mail to nikki.
tiernan@gmail.com.

Fall schedule
Qrchard United Methodist Church
30450 Farmington Read, Farmington
Hiils, has new worship hours for Fali
- Thrée Hours Of Power! Worship
services at 9 am. and 115 a.m. with
Christian education for all ages at 10
a,m. Leadership is shared by class
members. For information, cali (248)
626-3620 or visit www.orchardumc.org.

Eible studies
Regular Bible Study program began 7
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, and continues

" on the first and third Thursdays of

the monfh, at St. Michael's Catholic
Church onthe corner of Plymouth and
Hubbard roads, Livonia. To register, call
{734) 2611445, Ext. 200.
MOPS groups
Mothers of Preschoalers meets on
the first and third Friday mornings or
first and third Wednesday evenings
at Calvary Baptist Church, 43065 Joy
Road, Canton. For information, cal
(734) 455-0072, Ext. 4, or send e-ma¥
to chcwomensministries@hotmail.com;
LOGOS Youth Club
Calling all youth grades 4+12 ta join the
LOGOS Youth Club at Northville First
United Methodist Church. Recreation,
dinner, Bible study and music
Wednesdays, 5:15-8.15 p.m. began
Wednesday, Sept. 26, For information
~or registration, visit www.fumcnorth-
ville.org or call {248} 349-1144,

. HeartCry

The suppert group provides hope
and help for methers of predigals
at 7 p.m. on the second, fourth and

fitth Wednesdays of each menth, at
Calvary Baptist Church, 43065 Joy -
Road, Canton. The group is using the
book, The Hope of a Homecoming, by
0'Rourke and-Sauer (312}, For informa-
" tion or'to register, call {734) 455-0022,
Ext 4.
Worship change _
The earty service for the Anglican
Church of Livonia is at 7:45 a.m, at
Trinity Church, 34500 Six Mile, west
of Farmingten Road and next to
Stevenson High School, Livonia. The 10
&.m. service (with Sunday School) witl
continue to be at the Livonia YMCA at
14255 Stark Road, between Lyndon and
the 1-96 service drive.

-Women of the word

Bible study meets 9:15 a.m. and £:45
p.m. Tuesdays, at Caivary Baptist
Church, 43065 Joy Road, Canton.
Choose from Covenant, & Precept Upon
Precept class, or The Truth Project
{new from Focus on the Family). To reg-
ister, calt {734} 455-0022, Ext. 4 or visii
www.ychurches.com/chcwomen.

ENDOW
St Michael the Archangel Parish of
Livonia hosts two different sessions
of the Archdiocese’s ENDOW program,
the study group focuses on dignity
of women of all ages and faiths. The
group meets 7-9 p.m, Wednesdays to
Dec. 5 in the Convent Meeting Room

. behind the school, 1441 Hubbard, south
of Plymouth Road. The second session
meets 9:15-1115 a.m. Tuesdays to Dec. 4
in the same room.
Different Times, Abiding Dignity deals
with women's inherent dignity at alf
stages of ife. Women of alf ages and
faiths welcome. Cost is 360 for materi-
ais but no one will be turned away -
because of an inability to pay. To regis-
ter, cali {734) 261-1455, Ext. 200, or visit
www.endowontinecom,

Bible study
Get a new fife, study Seripture 9-10:30
a.m, Saturdays.at Blessed Sacrament
Monastery on the northwest corner of
13 Mile and Middiebelt in Farmington
Hilts. Study the Gospel of Luke through
November, then move on to Remans,
Come once or more often. Cail (248}
626-8253 for more information,

Feliowship Dinners
& p.m. Thursdays. Dinner catered by
The Coakie Lady, Susan Navarro. $6. At
8t James Presbyterian Church, 25350
W, Six Mite, Redford. Call (313}534-7730.

Thrift Shop
9:30-1:30a.m.and 10 a.m.to 2 p.m.
Saturdays at 5t, James Preshyterian
Church, 25350 W. Six Mile, Redford,

Registration
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Early
Childhood Center is now taking regis-
tratinns for the fali program 214175
Farmington Road, norin of 1196, Livenia,
fHis open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Loving and caring programs are
offered for toddler, preschool, pra-K,
and chifd care. Call (734} 513-8413,

Morning prayers
T30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday, at New
Beginnings Linited Methodist Church,
16175 Defaware, corner ¢f Puritan,
Redford, Please join in as participants
start day with prayer. Call (313) 255-

6330,

J.0.Y. meeting
The J.0.Y. Builders (Just Older Youth,
ages 50 plus) meet 11:30 a.m. the third
Thursday of the month for funch,
feilowship and fun, at Riverside Park
Church of God, 11771 Newburgh at
Piymouth roads, Livonia. Call {734)
464-0990. All are weicome to join in.
Tnere is no charge, although organiz-
ers ask that you bring 3 funchecn dish
to share.

Higher Rock Cafe
Second and feurth Friday of the
month, dears open at 7;30 p.m., five
bands begin at 8 p.m. presented by
Satvation Army of Wayne/Westtand,
2300 5. Venoy, between Michigan -
Avenue and Paimer, For informatton,
cail (734) 722-3660 or visit www.isa,
higherrockcafa.4t.com.

Uplifting church services
Want a upique church experience?
Join in Sunday mornings at 10:45 a.m.
for a service that williift your entire
famity; but be prepared for what will
happen after just one service. An open
discussion 7 p.m. Wednesdays. Classes
avaiiable for all ages, child to adult.
Riverside Park Church of Gad is at 11771
Newburgh (corner of Plymouth Road),
Livonia. Call (734) 464-0990.

Worship service -
10 a.m: Sundays, at The Lutheran
Church of Qur Saviour, 29425
Annapolis, Westland. Sunday School
for children. For information, call (?34)
728-3440.

Youth wanted
Tweens and teens age 12 and up are
invited to join in various youth activi-
ties held at Riverside Park Church of .
God, 11771 Newburgh Road {corner of
Plymouth), Livorria. Come to one of the
reguiar cfasses on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
or Wednesdays at 7 p.m. For detaifs,
call {734} 464-0996.

A heaithy you '
Join with others as you discover ways
to keep minds and bodies heatthy
through a four-week cfass that is cpen
to the public and free of charge at

" Riverside Park Church of God, 11771
Newburgh Road {corner of Plymouth),
Livonia. Day and night classes avail-
able. To reqister, ¢all (734) 464-0990,

Sunday worship
10.2.m. at Lutheran Church of Qur

Please see RELIGION, A9
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Saviour, 29425 Annapolis, Westiand.
For information, cal! (734) 728-3440.
Sunday services
Pastor Dan Strength leads services
at Living Water Church (Pentecostat
Church of God), 11663 Arcala, one biock
west of Inkster Road on Plymouth
Road. Sunday School Is 10 a.m. fol-
iowed by worship at 1t a.m. Bible
study 7 p.m. Wednesdays, Call {734}
425-6360.
Bible study
7 p.m. on the first and third Thursday
of each menth in the rectory at St.
Michael the Archangel Parish, 11441
Hubbard, south of Plymouth Road,
Livonia. The current study is the
Gospel of St, John. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 261-1455.
Farmington Women Aglow
Meets the second Monday of each
_month 7-9:30 p.m. at the Longacre
House on Farmington road between
10 Mile and 11 Mile, Farmington Hills.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Call Vikki for
more information at (248 497-7755.
Farmington Aglow is a Christian
WOmen's groups.

Worship services

Sunday worship services are at 8 a.m.
(traditianal} and 10:30 &.m, (contempo-
rary), at Grace Lutheran Church, 46001
Warren, between Canton Center and -
Beck, Canton. For more information,
call {734) 637-8160, Sunday school and
Adult Bible Study at 9:15 a.m. Adult
Bible Study series: Heaven Can't Wait.

Worship services

Praise and worship 10 a.m. Sunday, at
Westwood Community Church, 6500
Wayne Road and Hunter, Westiand.
Contemporary music and casual
dress. Children church and nursery.
Cali (734) 254-0093. Doughauts and
coffee served.

Celebrate Recovery
~ Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church

in Morthville launches Celebrate
Recovery, a Christ-centered recovery
program helping men and womet find
freedom from their hurts, habits and

NEW HOPE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Weinesdu

33640 Michigan Ave. « Wavne, MI
(Betweet Wavite Re. & Merriman Ré.)
{7343 T28-2188
Virgil Humes, Pastor

Satarday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m
Sunday Worship 7:30 a.m. ard 10:45 am. + Sunday School 530 am,

hang-ups {addictive and compuisive
behavicrs}, meets avery Friday eve-
ning for & p.m. dinner {optional}, 7
p.m. praise and worship, 8 p.m. smali
group discussion, 9 p.m. Sofid Rock
Cate (optionai coffee and desserts).
Child care during Celebrate Recovery
is frae and avaiizble by calling {248)
374-7400, For information, visit www,
celebraterecovery.com and www.
wardchurch.org/celebrate.

Sunday service

All are weicome o attend worship ser-
vice at 10 a.m. Sunday in the sanctu-
ary at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church,
27475 Five Mile , one block west of
inkster, Livonia. For more infarmation,
call {734} 422-1470.

Worship service

At 10:30 a.m. Sundays at New
8eginnings United Methodist Church,
16175 Delawsre at Puritan, Redford.
Congregation is hearing lzssons from
i Peter. For more information, call (313)
255-6330.

Adult fiteracy classes

Adult and English as a Second

Clarencevlile Unlted Methodist |
20300 Middlebelt Rd. « Livonia |
248-4T4-3844
Pasior Bath Librande
Warship Service 9:30 AM
Sunday 5chool 11:00 AM
MNursery Provided

Language literacy classes are avail-
able for thase wishing to improve
reading, writing and Engtish conver-
sational skills. Gpen o adufts age

18 and over. Trained tutors available
for day or evening. For information,
call Merriman Road Baptist Church in
Garden City at {734) 421-0472.

Leave your name and phone number
and somaone witl contact you.

Perscnal ministry

Due Season Christian Churchis a
nondenominational, muiticuttural, ful
gospel church that offers Sunday wor-
ship services at 10 a.m. and Tuesday
night Bible study at 715 p.m. Services
are currently held at Stevenson High
School on Six Mile, west of Farmington
Road, Livonia. AH are welcome. For
Jnformation, call (248) 960-8063 or
visit www.DueSeason.org.

Scripture studies

From 7-8:30 p.m. Mondays in the lower
fevel of Our Lady of Loretto Church,
Six Mile and Beech Daly, Redford. Call
(313)534-3000.

Redford
‘ﬁldqzrs%atgz :
United Mefhodist

10000 Beech Daly 3-5;%“;3

"
8:30 - Trad. Worship & Sun, Sch.
11:00 - Contemp. Family Worship

www. redfordaldersgate org

2 blocks
South of

¢ Pratse Serviee b0 pon. ¢ Wednesday Chifdren, Youth and Adult Bible Srudy ":00-8.30 pan.

Fostor David Wasbingion
safd The COF Farnily
wondd fike (o

invite Y0u 6.

Canton Christian Fellowship

“Where the Word is Relevant,
People are Loved and Christ is the Key”
Join us for Worship Service at 10:30 am
Sunday School and/or New Members Orientation: $:00 am
Located at 8775 Ronda Drive, Canton, M, 48187
Between Haggerty Rozd and Lillay Road
SW corner of Joy Aoad and Ronda Drive

- 734-404-2480

www.CantonGFor

It's not sbout Religion, it's about Relationships.

(ome 1o 2 place where fives are changed,
farifles are made whole and ministry is veal!

Worship Services
200 & 11:15 a.m. ;
+ Dynamic Youth and Children’s Programs §
+ Excelient Music Ministries i
+ Small Groups For Every Age
« Qutreach Opportunlities
Pastor:

Br. John Grenfell 1
Associate Pastor: Rev, David Wichert

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“Open Hearts, Minds & Doors”
~ 36500 Ann Arbor Trall
befwesn Wayne & Newburgh Rds.

734-422-0149
Warship Service
and
Sunday School
9:15 & 11:00 am.
fev. Marsha B8, Woolley

TOPS
Stands for Take Off Pounds Sensibly,
meets at 7 p.m. every Thursday eve-
ning at St. Thomas a’ Becket Church,
555 $. Lilley, Canton. Weigh-in is fram
6:15-6:55 p.m. It is @ weight support
group that encourages members
to lose weight and keep it off. Cal}
Marqgaret at (734) 838-0322.

Learner's Bible study
At 7 p.m. Mendays, in Room A107, at
Ward Preshyterian Church, 40000
W, Six Mile, Northville. Call (248) 374
5920.

Church service
Loving God by loving people, meets
at 10 a.m. Sunday at Westwood
Community Church, 6500 N. Wayne
Road at Hunter, Westland. Doughnuts

and coffee served. Call (734) 254-0093

for information.
Eucharistic adoration

The monthly program of Parish Prayer

and Eucharistic Adoration continues

the third Wednesday of each month at
St. Michaet's Church of Livenia, corner

of Plymeuth and Hubbard roads, The

church will be open for worship from
10 a.m. untit the 7 p.m. Benediction
service, For information, call (734
261-5331.

Senlor activities \
Gathering for seniors 50 years and
oider £ 11:30 a.m. on the third Friday
of every month at Riverside Park
Church of God, 11771 Newburgh at
Piymouth, Livonia. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 464-0990. Put together
a salad dish and come out and meet
cther seniors. Lunch is served fol-
lowed by fellowship with some games
and stories. '
St. James Presbyterian Church offers
a Thursday dinner at 6 p.m. for §5 pre-
pared by Susan Navarro, The Coakie
Lady, foliowed by Bible study at 7 p.m.
and Chancel Choir rehearsal at 8 p.m.;
Thrift store is open from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. every Saturday; 10 a.m. woemen's
study group second Saturday of the
month, and Sunday worship at 10 a.m.

{nursery available) and chidren's

class at 10715 a.m. &t 25350 W. Six Mile,
Redford. Call (313) 5347730,

14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just norih of 1-38

734-522-6830

Sunday Worship
830 & 11:00 am - Traditiconal

Statfed Nursery Available

faking disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Pastors: Robert F. Baysr and Anthony M. Creeden

Yisit our website: www.rewburgume.org

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH |
MISSOURI SYNOD |

25830 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY
313-532-2266 REDFORD TWP. |

Worskip Service
£:15 & 11:00 A.M.
Sunday 3chos!
8:18 & 11:00 AM.
Nursary Provided
‘the Rav. Yimethy #. Kelboth, Senior Pasior
¥he Rev. Br, ¥ictor F, Halboth; Assistant Pagtor

Sunday/Bible Class
9:45 am
Early Childhood Center
Piheng 734-513-8413

HOSANNA-TABOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL |
9805 Loverne ¢ So. Rediord » 313-037-2424 |
“Yacancy Pastor - Rev, Carl Rockrohr”
Bunday Morning Wnréhip
8:30 & 14:00 a.m.

Education Hour 5:45 a.m.
Christian School
Pre-Kindergarten-8th Grads
For more informeiion call
313-937-2233

ST. ANNE'S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Immemorial Latin Mass
Approved by Pope 8t. Pius ¥ in 1570
81i. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8
23810 Joy Road * Redford, Michigan
5 Blocks . of Telegraph » (313) 534-2121

Mans Scheduje:
First Fri, 780 pan.
First Sai. 11:00 2. m.

Bun, Masses T8¢ & 9:20 oan,

Confesgions Heard Prior lo Each Mass

Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM,

FAITH COVENANT
CHURCH

14 Mile Road and Drake, Farmingion Hills
{248} 66219191
Sunday Worship
and Children’s Church
9:15 a.m. Contemporary
11:00 z.m. Traditional

Child Care provided for all services

RESURRECTION DATHOUC CHURCH
48755 Warren Ad., Carton, Michigan 48187
451-0444
REV, RICHARD A, PERFETTO
Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Friday 8:30 a.m.
Saturday - 4:30 p.m.
Bunday - B:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5t Genevieve Roman Cathalic Church
5t. Gensvieve School - Prak-g

MASS; Tues, 7 p, Wed., Thurs. 8 2,
Sat 4p, Sun t1a

5t. Maurice Roman Catholic Church
32765 Lyndon » Livonia ¢ 734-522-1616
{between Meriman & Farmington Roads)
MASS: Mon. 8:30 a, Fri. 8:3C a,
Bat. 8 p, Sun 9a

29015 Jamison = Livenia ¢ 734-427-5220
{East of Middlebalt, between 5 Miie & Je #igs)

(B R

o i i ARG

- Excellent Children's
Program

Meets at Franklin H.S. in
Livonia on Joy Read
{Between Merriman and Middlsbalt Roads]
at 10:00 a.m,
734-425-1174

Join us for coffes, bagels and
donuts affer the service!

. Cherry Hill Seventh-day
Adventist Church
33144 Cherry Hill, Garden City, MI 48135
1 Llock west of Venoy) Phone: 734-524-0880
Pastor: Eddie Petreaca
Meetings on Saturdays for:

E Fary Morning Bible & Heoith Closs-§ a.m.
: Worship Service-English-2:30 a.m,
Saobbath Schoad {all ages)-11:00 a.m.
‘\Worships Service-Hispanic-12:30 pm.

Wednesdays:

Prayer Meeting-7 p.m.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE RAZARERE

45801 W. Anr: Arbbar Road » (734) 463-1626
Sunday School - $:45 AM.
Sunday Warship - 11:00 AN,
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M.
Farnily Night - Wed. 7:00 P.M,
£ HOREZONS FOR CHILDREN LEARNING CENTER
{734) 455-3106

First Charch o€ Christ, Sciestist, Flymonth
1106 W. &nn Arber Trait, Piymouth, MI
734-453-0570
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Suaday School 145:30 z.n. .
Wed. Evening Testimony Meeting 7:30
m,

P,
Reading Room located ot church
Saturday 12:00 pan.-2:00 p.m.

734-453-0970

Worship in Downtown Plymouth
First Presbytarian Church
Main & Chureh Sireats ~ (734) 453-6846

8:30, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 2
visit us at www.fpcp.net

i,
Rl

Py
Ay

Accassibie fo sl

rirg

ROSEDALE GARDENS

9601 Hubkard a W. Chicago, Livonia, it
{between Memiman & Farmington Rds.)

eniay,  (734)422-0494
a [ www.aosedalegardens.org

&

M 'w"' % Chepal Worship Service

4 6"ib 2 00 am
Traditional Service

flrg 10:30 am
Advent Celebration, Suaday Dec, 9th
Living Nativity at 6 B.M.
Christmas Carol Collage Concert
at 7 PAM.,

§t. James Presbylerian

'!"L Ghurch, IS4

25350 West Six Mite Rd.
Redtord (313} 524-7730 -
Sunday Worship Service - 10:00 AM., Sunday
Schoot - 10:15 AM., Thiarsday Dirsers - 500 RM,,
Thrift Store every Sat. 10am-2pm
Mursary Care Provided » Handicapped Accessible
Rev. Paui S, Bousquette

Parkiag lot is

}‘e[{OWSFﬂP Pri esﬁytenan Cﬁurcﬁ
Sunday School: 9:30 aum. « Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: . Jimmy McGuire

Services held at: Madonna University's Kresge Hall
36600 Scheaicraft Road « Livonia
N : of Tevap & Schoolouaft « N

Evangetical Presbyterian Church

40000 Six Mile Road
"just west of I-275”
Northville, MI
248-374-7400
Traditional Worship
900 & 10:20AM.
Contemporary Worship

9:00AM.

Nursery & Sunday Schoof During
Al Marning Worship Services -
Evening Service ¢ 7:00 p.m.
Service Broadcast
11:00 A.M. Sunday
WRDT-AM 580
The WMUZ Word Station
For additional information
visit www.wardchurch.org

Risen Christ Lutheran
David W. Martin, Pastor
46250 Ann Arbor Road + Plymouth

{1 Mile W. of Sheidon)
{734) 453-5252
Waorship 8:15 & 10:45 am
Sunday Schoc! 8:30 am
Aduit Bible Study 9:30 am

Nursery Care Available
unow. risenchrist.info

ST. Paul’s THE
CHURCH & ScHooL

7810 FARKINGTON ROAD,
Livomla (734) 261-1360

SuNDaY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 AWM. & 11:00 AW,

wobsite: www.stpaulslivonia.org

Timethy Laztheran Church
A Reconciiing in Christ Congregation
8820 Wayne Rd.
[E¢tween Ann Arbor Trail & Joy Road)

Livonia « 427-2290
Hill Hegdal, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
{Nursery Availabla}
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House's opening
is a grand event

Tomorrow is a red letter day for the Westland
Historical Commission with the unveiling of the restored
Octagon House.

While there’s still some work to be done, it's a tnbute
to the city’s Historical Commission and to the many vol-
unteers who have given their time to restore the homre.
It has come a long way from sitting on the beams that
brought it to the Westland Historical Village Park from a
site on Warren Road more than five years ago.

Preserving the city’s history is a daunting task and a
lot of people have given of their time and energy to repair
and restore the Octagon House. Kudos to the construc-
tions trades students at the William D. Ford Career
Technical Center who sided the house, to Ford Motor
Co. employees Ron Bruce, Mike Hall and Mike Zebron
who restored the home’s semicircular front porch among
other things and to Mike Sifter who plastered and paint-
ed most of the interior’s walls.

But the biggest kudos go to the Westland Historical
Commission, especially Bill Tremper, who took on the
job of completing the restoration. The commission hasn't

wavered in its determination to

We encourage residents get the house open to the public.

to Stﬂp hy the Octaqon It has held numerous fund-rats-

ers to finance the repairs and
House tomorrow has gotten help with donations’
afternoon to see an to move it along.

- The Octagon House was the
- biggest of the park’s two restora-
tion projects. Now that it’s avail-

impressive piece of the
city’s history, Be sure

totake timefowalk  2@ble for use by the public, it will

. begin generating revenue that

 through it and offer can be used to pay for the resto-
a thank you to those ration of the Rowe House.

i all We encourage residents to

peup.le Who made it .a“ stop by the gctagon House

possah!e. tomorrow afternoon to see an

impressive piece of the city’s
history. Be sure to take time to
walk through it and offer a thank you to those pe.ople
who made it all possible.

The city is lucky to have such a committed group of
individuals dedicated to preserving its past. We thank
them for what they have done and look forward to what
they plan to do. The Rowe House is next on their list, and
at the rate theyre going, it won't be that long before the
rest of the park is completed.

Keep holiday shopping
grounded locally

If you're feeling like you're in a scene from the movie

Groundhog Day, but Bill Murray is nowhere around,

chances are you're looking at your holiday shopping list
— again.

It happens every year ..
conundrum.

You sigh, shake your head and once again promise that
this year will be different. Still fresh is the memory of the
Alpaca wool hat that you bought Uncle Joe online, only to
see it a month later — on the back of your cousin’s dog.

It'’s hard to judge sizes online, not to mention colors.
You wince, remembering the sweater for your sister that
looked chocolate brown on a Web site, but turned out to
be olive. There wasn’t time to return it by mail and get a

. the same list.... the same

" replacement.

You weigh your options, taking up the list again and
reaching for the Observer & Eccentric. The cat scurries
off as the pile of catalogues you've dislodged cascades to
the floor.

Reading the paper, you're reminded of the value of
shopping locally. This year there will be no mistaking
the quality of goods from high-end stores at Somerset
in Troy and at Laurel Park in Livonia. Even some of the
big box and craft stores throughout the suburbs hold the
right treasures for the right people who enjoy working
with their hands.,

As budgets shrink, discount stores, such as Wal-Mart
and Target at the new Wonderland Village in Livonia,
offer increasing values.

. If options are good, planning is better and you saved
time to shop the boutique stores along the main streets of
Birmingham, Rochester, Farmington, Garden City and
Plymouth. Many hold one-of-a-kind gifts that recipients
won't see someone else wearing at church on Christmas.

There’s also no mistaking the level of service at smaller
stores, whose owners know their survival depends on it.

Needing a break, you settle in for a cappuccino at a
local bookstore and consider your day. A kid across the
aisle hogs the table as he leans into the final Harry Potter
tale.

The corners of your mouth turn up. You'll sleep well
tonight.

Obsstver
Soanen

Susan Rosiek

Sue Mason Peter Neili
Community Editor | Executive Editor | Vice President
' General Manager
Hugh Gailagher | Marty Carry
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Advertising
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our.
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers,
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/JUST GET OURY
STUFF FROM
MERE !

Thanks for support

Dear Westland residents:
1 would like to give a long, overdue
thanks to the residents of Westland. This

‘includes the many wonderful voters who
went out in the rainy weather to vote at

the polls, those who-voted by absentee
ballot and the kind and thoughtful resi--
dents I talked to while campaigning for
the position of city clerk,

In my opinion, it is the pecple that
make a city. While I knocked on door
after door, T had the honor of meeting
and talking to the residents of Westland.
Without a doubt, Westland can truly be

~ considered a Great, All American City!

.Regardless of who we voted for, the
residents should stand behind our elect-
ed officidls. Whatever their views are
or what their goals may be, 1 believe the
elected officials have the city’s best inter-
est in mind.

Once again, thank you to everyone and
let’s work together to continue to keep
the City of Westland Great!

Sincerely,

Bruce H. Paige, C.P.A.
former candidate for city clark

Saved our lives

I was wondering if you could give
someone some recognition for their ser-
vice to me. Me and my husband and two
babies were living with a bad furnace
and medical problems for 1% weeks,
including carbon moncxide poisoning,
and we didn't have the money for a new
furnace when we found out this is why

* we were so ill.

The owner of Mr. Furnace in Hazel
Park came to my house, and checked
our furnace for free, and found that it
was leaking carbon monoxide and had
his technician shut our furnace off, and
saved our family’s life. He then called me
a few hours later and offered to install
a$2,200 furnace for my family for free. -
They have been here since 9 a.m. He ,
came out to my house the same day I e-
mailed their company. He came out the
next day at 9 a.m. to install this heater
for us. ‘

1just can't repay these people and
I can't thank them enough for sav-
ing my kids. My son is 4 years old and
for five days he was complaining of a
headache. The doctors told me to send
him to a neurologist. For five days, my
2-year-old daughter was having breath-
ing problems, and stomach aches. The
doctors put her on a nebulizer. I spent

. all of Saturday in the ER at Garden

City Hospital, they did a CT scan, EXG,
spinal X-ray, blood work, and a spinal
tap, all this and didn’t detect anything
wrong with me. I was so sick, I couldn’t
do anything, I was fighting to get air
into my lungs. I was tired, sick to my
stomach, couldn't eat, throwing up, etc.,
ete.

These people saved our lives, and I

" just want people in Michigan to know

that there are still kind and considerate

- people here in Michigan, and I was won-

dering if you could print this for me so I
can repay them for saving my family.
Kim Smith
Westland

LETTERS
No to sanctuary cities

You wrote in the Qbserver:
“Personally, I find it a great irony that
aboriginal peoples of North America
are being labeled immigrants to this
country.” Webster’s New World college
dictionary defines an “aborigine” as “any
of the first or earliest known inhabitants
of a certain region; native.” Your claimy
then, is incorrect. The aborigines of the
continental United States are Native
Anmiericans, not Mexicans, Central or
South Americans, or even Canadians for
that matter. _

But in your short sighted, “human-
istic” and progressive perspective, you
overlook the bigger picture: the one of
the North American Union that is being
developed which you've probably never
heard about but is a matter of public
record and existing inter-governmental
treaty.

The reason the current and corrupt
and tréasonous U.S. administration
and Congress has failed to do anything
is simple: the massive influx of illegals
from south of the border fits perfectly
into the agenda of the soon coming
sovereignless North American Union
invelving Canada, the U.S. and Mexico,
similar to the European Union which
now exists. You HAVE heard of that one;
I hope.

The government doesn't care a.bout the
flood of illegal immigrants. They don't
CARE about potential criminals slipping
in with the mix of impoverished family
folks looking for a job. They don’t CARE

that Mexico and other Central and South -

American countries are havens for grow-
ing narco-cartels that are now, and will
be more able to infilirate our borders.
All they care about is profit and power.
If there are 12 million illegal aliens
in this country, it will take a long time
for us to get rid of them so the sooner
we start, the better. But once we begin,
and some already have, the-message
will be clear to the so called “aborigi-
nes” that our sovereigh United States of
America is NOT welcoming huddied,
masses yearning to be free, if they are
wall jumpers, river swimmers or tunnel
crawlers, My parents came here legally
from Poland. My wife is from Thailand
and I waited, legally, a year for her to
get her papers to come here. She is now
a citizen. I personally know a lot of des-

- perate legal citizens who are out of work

and wouid be more than happy to takea
job as a bricklayer, toilet cleaner, land-
scaper, or whatever in order to survive.
Sad it’s come to that. Pray that it
doesn’t get worse. And badger our offi-
cials to not allow so-called “sanctuary
cities” to take root in Michigan. Detroit
has already done that. Stand guard,
America. Our country is under attack

‘from both foreign and domestic enemies.

Now is the time that tries all men’s souls.
John Byk
Garden City

Allow embryonic research

Phil Power (in a column Nov. I) stated
that in 1978, Michigan passed alaw
banning all forms of research on human
embryos. He further stated that this has
resulted in possible $10 million fines

and 10 years jail time. For this issue, I
agree that embryonic research should
not result in fine or jail time.

Mr. Power stated that the Bush
administration cut off funding for
embryonic stem cell research. A fact that
he neglected to mention is that President
Bush is the only president in history to
federally fund stem cell research. Bush
announced on Aug. 9, 2001, that his -
administration would make the funds
available for lines of cells already in exis-
tence. What Bush banned is the specific
creation of embryos for the purpose of
stem cell research.

Mr. Power also stated that scien-
tists could possibly find a cure for
Parkinson’s, macular degeneration,
and Huntington’s chorea. Research has
shown that embryonic stem cells have a
tendency to produce tumeors, However,
British scientists have grown a liver from
umbilical cord celis. Scientists at Wake
Forest and Harvard universities have
used amniotic fluid stem cells have been
used to create brain, liver, and bone
cells. A Swiss researcher has managed to
turn amniotic fiuid stem cells into heart
cells that could be grown into repla.ce-

- ment valves,

This year, a team of Brazilian and
American scientists led by Julio
Voltarelli of the University of Sao Paulo
reports that young patients with Type
1 diabetes used stem cells drawn from
their own bloodl to stop taking insulin
injections after their body resumed
producing the hormone naturally. Two
months ago, a British research team led
by Sir Magdi Yacoub managed in the
laboratory to grow tissue that functions

‘in'the same way as human heart valves,

using stem cells drawn from the patient’s
own bone marrow.

The final point Mr. Power made that I
would like to respond to is that he men-
tioned opponents make the claim that
adult stem cell research is just as prom-
ising as embryonic stem cell research,
but that adult: stem cells are limited in
their ability to grow into the kinds of
cells that would support wide-ranging
research. My comments earlier mention
umbilical cord stem cells, amniotic stem
cells, and most recently adult stem cells
for insulin and heart valve treatments.

I would like to repeat that I agree with
him that embryonic research should not
be illegal.

Robert M. Carter

Redford

SHARE YOUR- OPINIONS

We welcome your lefters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the qditor
Westland Obsejver
36251 Schoolcraft

A Livonia;_M[ 48150

Fax
(734) 459- 4224

E-mail: :
smason@hometownlife.com

NUOTABLE

“We're havmq our own investigation of this mdmdual Right now, we just don't have a lot 01f mformatlon
Livonia Public Schools spokesperson Donna McDowell about a Churchill High School student who may be the
“person of interest™ in the Daniel Sorensen murder case.
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Parents handling media pressure Cnme rankmq CrltICS
in an entirely different manner

en I saw Jean Pierre OrIewmz and

- Alexander Letkemann walk into Judge

' Michael Gerou's courtroom at the 35th -
District Court last week, I had the same reac-
tion I've had in most of the murder cases I've
covered.

I pictured my own 17-year-old and won-

dered how I'd feel if he stood
| charged with these kinds of

| crimes. As you by now surely
| know, Letkemann, 18, of

| Westlatid, and Orlewicz, 17,

a Canton High School senior
from Plymouth Township, are
| charged in the grisly death of
! 26-year-old Daniel Sorensen,
Brad Kadrich  an acquaintance the two are
mremtme | arged with stabbing and
decapitating.

" I thought of my other children and wondered
how such a thing would affect them. And, I
thought, with all the media scrutiny this case
— and others like it — is getting, how are the
families coping?

The suspects in a case like this obviously
get the bulk of the attention. People want to
know what they're like, what might have driven
them to commit such a crime (remembering,
of course, that they’re innocent until proven
guilty). People want to know about the victim,
how he got caught up in a situation where he
lost his life, what he possibly could have done
to the suspects to warrant losing his life.

But how much attention gets paid to the
families?

Both sets of parents were in the courtroom
last week, Orlewicz’s parents sitting quietly
on one side, Letkemann’s father and mother
sitting not-so-quietly on the other. Peter
Letkemann has been in front of just about
every camera since his son’s Nov. 9 arrest,
championing his cause, telling anyone with a
tape recorder, a microphone or a notebook that
“my son would never do something like this.”

Gerou signed a gag order silencing lawyers

 and law enforcement officials in this case, but
it doesn’t apply to the families (at least not yet;
it probably will after Thursday), and the elder

Letkemann has made it well known he doesn’t

care much for the gag order in the first place.

T've been more intrigued by William and
Charlotte Orlewicz, who've yet to say a word
publicly, unless you count “no comment.” This
is just one person’s opinion, but they look the
way I'm pretty sure I'd look: Like their world
has crumbled around them, and they aren't at
all certain why

Their son’s lawyers, Joseph Niskar and -

Each day, more people trust their home healthcare needs to
WRIGHT & FILIPPIS than any other Michigan company.

The suspects in a case like this obviousty get

the bulk of the attention. People want to know
what they're like, what might have driven them
to commit such a crime (remembering, of course,
that they're innocent until proven quilty). People
want to know about the victim, how he got

- caught up in a situation where he lost his life,

what he possibly could have done to the suspects

o warrant fosing his fife. But how much attention

gets paid to the families?

James Thomas, are certainly largely respon-
sible for the Orlewiczes’ silence. Speculation
runs rampant it’s because the prosecution’s
case is much stronger against J.P. than against
Letkemann; no one will know for sure until
Friday, when the preliminary hearing is sched—
uled.

Letkemann's lawyer, Farmington Hills
attorney Raymond Cassar, did what he could
— at least before the gag order ~ to distance
his client from his teenage sidekick. After the
video arraignment Nov. 12 in Romulus, Cassar
said, “You heard the detective run down the
litany of facts, and no where in that litany did
you hear that (Letkemann) had a weapon,”
The Letkemanns have been all over the place
claiming Alexander would “never do this.”

‘When asked if Cassar was throwing Orlewicz
under the bus, all Niskar would say was,
“We're not getting into that game.” And the
Orlewiczes have done nothing to fire back.
They've made it clear they aren’t going to talk

“to the press, not that that has caused the press

to stop trying. When Charlotte Orlewicz left
the courtroom last week, her silence spoke vol-
umes, wordlessly letting the media know “I'm
not going to talk to you.”

But the cameras pressed forward relent-
lessly, microphones were shoved in her face,
she was asked personal questions about the
locket bearing J.P.’s picture she wore around
her neck. She shrunk in against her husband,
and the ring of cameras didn't ease up until the
couple got on the elevator.

It left me wondering the same thing I've
always wondered — “Would I handle it that
well?” — and knowing the answer before I
asked the question:

Probably not.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Piymouth
Observer. He can be reached via e-mail at bkadrich@
hometowniife.com or by phene at (734) 459-2700.

#he latest release of the nation’s City
Crime Rankings once again found that
Detroit has the worst crime of all the

major cities in the country for 2006, a posi-

tion it last held in 2003 while Flint was
ranked third this time. For
most of the last decade or
so, Detroit and Flint have

held positions in the top 10

worst crime cities accord-

¢ ing to the Congressional

Quarterly (CQ) Press which

j released the latest ranking

wa® on Nov. 18,

MurrayDavis  Rather than understand
and learn from this informa-
tion, our public officials and

civic leaders have chosen to lambaste the

report as biased, prejudicial and even erro-

neous. Yet, it cannot be denied that Detroit -

and Flint have major crime problems. If
unconvinced, just look to the insurance
industry and the astronomical premiums -
being charged in these two areas. It is not
all just about “redlining.”

Once again, our city and state officials
have missed the mark by ignoring a major
source of our crime problems. The CQ
Press, in releasing its report, candidly
admits that crime levels are affected by
many different factors, such as population
densities, youth populations, climate, eco-
nomic conditions, etc. However, one factor
it mentioned has always been ignored by
our public officials and legislators — family
cohesiveness.

Numerous analyses have shown that high
rates of single parent households signifi-
cantly contribute to a host of societal ills,
including higher crime rates. Detroit and

‘Flint have significantly higher percent-

ages (well over 65 percent) of single parent
households than most other major cities
— the majority of households, which are
African-American.

This destruction of two-parent families
is not only a Detroit/Flint tragedy, it is a
Michigan tragedy since state government
has aided, abetted and encouraged this
environment via its child support policies,
practices, court rulings and laws since the
19805, We believe it may even constitute a
conspiracy of corruption among the three
{independent) branches of state government’
since they now appear to work in concert

miss the mark ... again

This destruction of two-parent families is not
only a Detroit/Flint tragedy, it is a Michigan
tragedy since state government has aided,
abetted and encouraged this environment

_via its child support poiicies, practices,
court rulings and laws since the 1980s. We.

befieve it may even constitute a conspiracy

of corruption among the three (independent)
branches of state government since they now
appear to work in concert to maximize federal
funding for the state’s multibillion dollar social
services and divorce industries at the expense
of middle-class families.

to maximize federal funding for the state’s
multibillion dollar social services and
divorce industries at the expense of middle-
class familijes.

Considering the obvious- progress being
made in revitalizing Detroit and southeast-
ern Michigan (among other areas) and the
desire to maintain these achievements, it
is now time our public officials, civic lead-

- ers and legislators take their heads out of

the sand and address a major root cause of
our crime problems — children growing up
without natural two-parent involvement.

A good first step already is on the table
in the state legislature in the form of House
Bill 4564, which requires shared custody
and parenting of minor children in the
absence of any parental unfitness. This law
would significantly reduce the number chil-
dren that grow up in our state without both
parents involved and risk higher chances of

' becoming tomorrow’s school dropouts, drug

users, and criminals. Although pervasive,
these societal ills have affected our African-
American population the hardest. Our
state’s families, children, and its citizens -
can no longer afford to continue down this
same path of societal su1c1de and destruc-
tion.

Murray Davis of Southfield is board president of the
National Family Justice Association (www.nfja.org),
a national nonprofit education and advocacy orga-
nization for issues affecting American children and
families, Contact Davis at NFJAPres@acl.com,

We're now pleased to be able to better serve Wayne County

with our new office in Livonia,
featuring:

* A larger product warehouse
» More accessible parking

* Additional patient care
rooms

» The same, expert,
customer service you've
come to expect

WRIGHT-,
FILIPPIS™

9100 Plymouth Road
(just east of Middlebelt)

(734) 421-8400
| www.FirstToServe.com
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Dakota aerial attack sporls Stevenson run

(OB sets records
in 41-21 triumph

BY BRAD EMONS
STAFF WRITER

Mitch Lovett and Kyle
Demaster played pitch-and-catch
Saturday, turning Ford Field into
a field of dreams for the second
straight year as Macomb Dakota
repeated as Division 1 state foot-
ball champion with a convincing
41-21 win over Livonia Stevenson
at the home of the Detroit Lions.

The Spartans, only the third
Livonia school to appear in a
state championship game, end
their finest season in schoel
history at 13-1 overall. Dakota,
winning its 22nd straight dating
back to Sept 29, 2006, finishes
14« 0.

- Lovett, a first-year quart,er-
back who took over for James .
Stallons (now at Wisconsin), was
the ghost of 1988 MHSAA finals
record-setter Mill Coleman of
Farmington Hills Harrison. The
6-foot-2, 170-pound senior was
money all afternoor, complet-
ing 16-0f-23 passes for 301 yards
and five touchdowns (both state
records).

Demaster, a 6-1, 200-pound

Please see TITLE, B2 ford Field.

% t may not have iooked like

it Saturday at Detroit’s Ford
Field, but Livonia Stevenson’s
football team certainly came a
long way this season.

Yes, the 41-21 drubbing at the
hands of defending Division 1
state champion Macomb Dakota
put a momentary damper on the
Spa.rtans’ most glorious grid cam-
paign.

But to go 13-1 after losmg 48-0
to Canton in the opening round
of the 2006 state playoffs showed
how far the Spartans had actually
come. .
Stevenson wasn't rated a pre-

1 Dakota, a

1 Macomb Area
Conference power
4 who certainly

4 deserved to win.

“They (Dakota)
! P] ayed well and
: we did not,”
Brad Emons Gabel said. “And
I probah]y did not
call a good game.

But that doesn’t take away all
the accomplishments this season
hy Stevenson, which included
Lakes Division, WLAA, district
and regional titles.

| Saturday against -

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTDGRAPHER

Stevenson's Kevin Marchellefta tries to qet pressure on Dakota quarterback Mltch Lovett during Saturday s Division 1state championship game at Detroit's

Spartans surpassed expectations

“We did not play well and
Plymouth came to play,” the
Stevenson coach said. “We kind of
felt after going 9-0 that we were
without a goal, They said, ‘Let’s
set another impossible goal and
get to Ford Field, and they dared
to dream it.”

A dramatic come-from-behind
40-35 state semifinal victory over
Troy following a rugged 10-7 win
over city rival Livonia Franklin
made it a reality. ‘

Despite all the hoopla and
excitement leading up to
Saturday’s state champion-
ship game, Gabel said his team

Patriots iced, 6-2

Josh Magnan
notched a hat trick
and Taylor Crawford
added two goals
Monday as host
Waterford Kettering
downed Livonia
Franklin in a non-
league boys hockey
game, 6-2, at the
Lakeland Ice Arena.

Brian Stoll also
added a-goal for the
Captains (4-0), who
ied 40 after two peri-
ods before Franklin
cut the deficit to 4-2
in the final period on
goals by Jordan Short
(from Ben Kubiak
) and Tyler Barnes
(from Derek Davis) at
1:31 and 2:14, respec-
tively.

Franklin net-
minder Austin Mesler

. made 29 saves, while

Kettering goalie
Stephane Salek made
26 stops. ’

Blazer skaters fall

Lionia Ladywood
finished 0-2-1 over
the weekend Silver
Stick round-robin girls
hockey tourney held
at the St. Clair Shores
Arena.

On Friday, Charice
Delbrugge’s goal with
55 seconds left gave :
the 19-and-under
Livonia Captains
a 2-1 win over the
Blazers.

Andrea Slusser also
scored for the Captains,
while Heather

season top 25 team and wasn't “These kids have to get the remained single-minded with Sartorious tallied
even touted to win the Lakes credit of setting a goal of going a single purpose. The Spartans Ladywood’s goal from
Division of the Western Lakes 9-0 and meaning it,” Gabel traveled last Wednesday to Ann Abby Kienbaum.
Activities Association (Walled said. "And that wasn’t an arro- Arbor and practiced indoors at Ladywood goalie .
Lake Central was the coaches’ gant statement to the rest of the the University of Michigan. Michelle Wyniemko
choice). league. They set high goals for- “It kind of epitomized the sea- made 27 saves. ‘
The Spartans, however, did not  themselves.” son,” Gabel said. “They could have On Saturday, the
overachieve this season because " Ironically after the Spartans been distracted going out there, Blazers and the 16-and-
they had talent, speed, work ethic  finished 9-0, they had to reassess  but it lasted about 20 seconds. - under Livonia Knights
and, most importantly, the will their goals during the postseason. They were focused on the game battled to a 1-ail draw.
to win. Following a first-round 27-21 plan and practice. It was upbeat Mersadeez Mento's
Stevenson coach Tim Gabel playoff scare from Plymouth, and positive. The practices (all power-play goal with
Stevenson’s Wyatt Stahi (bottom} and Pat York (right) wrap up would be the first to admithe did  Gabe] said his players decided to 54 seconds left gave the
Dakota's Terrence Shelby during Saturday"s Division 1 state final, not enjoy how things unfolded reassess themselves. Please see SPARTANS, B2 Knights the tie.
: : : Sartorious scored
: : unassisted for
' o . ' the Blazers, while
Patriots stave off Churchill in opener, 50-40 | Area grapplers pin their hopes | e
: saves.
' : On Sunday, the 13-
New Livonia Franklin girls basketball coach , BY BRAD EMONS and-under Kentwood
Dave McCall may have summed it up best fol- GIRLS BASKETBALL STAFF WRITER WRESTLING PREVIEW Falcons downed _
lowing his team’s season-opening 50-40 win at ‘ Ladywood, 5-1, break-
home over Livonia Churchill. Churchill’s Brittany Catalano, a senjor guard, . Dave Chiola might be a can~  graduation. ing a 1-1 deadlock with
“I guess an ugly win is better than an uglyloss,”  led all scorers with 15 points, connecting on five didate for the World Series of Among those lost include four goals in the final
said McCall, whose team overcame 30 turnovers.  3-pointers. Junior eenter Kia Griffin added 12. Poker, 125-pound Division 1 runner- period.
“I was not happy with the performanee, We got The Chargers, who trailed 24-16 at halftime The Livonia Franklin wres-  up Josh Billiau, 152-pounder Ashley Subu led the
into some foul trouble. We were very sloppy, but and 38-28 after three quarters, stayed within tling coach, who has guided Nate Turco (seventh) and Falcons with a palr of
give credit to Churchill. They played good inside ~  striking distance, but couldn’t get over the hump. the Patriots to three straight  171-pounder Pat Roumayah goals,
zone defense and we kept forcing the ball in.” “I was pleased with the way we played defense,” Observerland Invitational (eighth). Also gone is 130~ Kienbaum scored
Senior guard Samantha Floyd led the Patriots with  said Churchill coach Chad Jenkins, who was mak- and Western Lakes Activities  pounder Jon Roos, who was from Elise Sarawski for
13 points. Junior forward Briauna Taylor and senior ~ ing his debut as varsity coach. “We took away their Association titles, could be a previous state qualifier, the Blazers, now 1-2-1
center Ashley Price added 12 and 11, respectively. inside game and were able to eliminate the paint, considered bluffing and cer- and 285-pound Observerland overall. :
Junior forward Brittany Taylor contributed seven. but it seemed every time we got within eight or 10, tainly doesn’t want to show all  champ Kyle Brown. Freshman goalie -
The Patriots made 19~0f-29 free throws, whlle Floyd or somebady else would hit a 3-pointer, We his cards after losing 10 start- : Jessica Pavela made 16
Churchill was 6-of-12. also had some costly turnovers on the break.” ers and three All-Staters to Please see WRESTLING, B2 saves in the loss.
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PREP WRESTLING OUTLOOK

LIVONIA CHURCHILL

Head coach: Marty Altcunian, 1ith year.

League affillation; Western Lakes Activities Association (Lakes
. Division).
- Last year's dual meet regord: 9-5,
" Hotable Yosses to graduation: Grag Roberts (firsi-team All-Area), Tim
- Hechksel, J.J. Vandenbossche,
- Leading returnees: J.P, Gaftke, Sr., 145 (third-team All-Area); Brian.,
© Ziemba, Sr., 771 {third-team Afl-Avea); Mark Parrish, Sr,, 285 {third-team
- Ail-Area); Andrew Murray, Sr,, 140; Adam Rowe, Sr., 135; Gramos Pallaska,
* §r.,145; Dan Small, Sr., 152-160; Joe Abela-Tesner, Sr, 130; Matt Hecksel,
©Jr, 12 Bryan Fortney, Jr., 116 John Shekell, Soph., 215; Keith Roberts,
« Sr., 125,
* Pramising newcomers: Miller Ray, fr, 135; Jacob Meadows, Fr. 103,
. Altounian’s 2007-08 outiook: "I think we'it be a much more solid team

- this year. We shoutd fill all the weight classes. I's a senlor-laden Hneup

- which should help the younger guys. We don't have one standout, but we
. have parity. We are sofid throughout the fineup, We'il be a solid team.”
LIVONIA FRANKLIN
" Head coach: Dave Chiola, sighth year.
League affitiatton: WLAA (Western Division),
Last year's dual meet record: 25-4.
Tities won last year: Livonia City, Trenton, South Lyon, Observerland,
Western Division and WLAA champions.
Notable losses to graduation: Josh Bitiizu (first-team Ali-Area); Nate
Tureo {first-team All-Areal, Pat Roumayah (first-team All-Area); Kyle
Brown (second-team All-Area); Jon Roos (second-team Abl-Ares); Vince
Benavides (third-team All-Area); Justin Jaroh {third-team Ali-Area);
sason Zanger {third-team All-Area); James Benitez, Rod Gray, John
Pisaneschi, Brian Rink.
Leading returnees: Jared Picknik, Sr., 112 (third-team Ali-hrea; 44-10);

" MWait Hintz, Sr., 135 (22-9%; Elvin Ferrelra, Jr., 152 {25-13); Brandon Billiau,

Jr.. 145 {26-3); Dan Woodall, Sr,, 189 (42-16); Brandon Smith, 3r., 112 {20-9).
Promising newcomers: Steve Tuyo, fr,, 103; Rian Klein, Fr, 112; Zach
Leuenberger, fr. 171189,
Chiola’s 2007-08 outfook: “This definitely wilt be an Interesting year.
We graduated 14 kids st year and a lof of talent. Plus, guite a few kids
decided not to join this year, hut | really fike the Kids we have. This may

- e the best group of freshmen I've had in about four years. They learn
quickly and are haid workers. That's a good thing because three or four
of them may find themselves in the varsity lineup. | aiso like the kids we
have coming Ug irom JY. They have been doing very well and JV over the
years and many of them have varsity experience wrestling at '8’ meets

- anhd tournaments.” .

: LEVOHEA STEVENSON

. Head coach: Dan Vaughan, fourth year.

. League afflliation: WLAA (Lakes Divisien).

- Last year's dual meef record: 20-9,

. Titles won last vear: Flushing and Auburn Hills Avondale Team

« Tournament champions.

" Notable losses to graduation: Jon Reale {third-team All-Area).

. Leading returnees; Ziad Kharbush, Sr., 171 (first-team All-Area; state

- qualifier; 43-8); Tommy Myshack, Sr, 125-130; Matt Greenman, Jr., 215;
Brent Cetnar, Sr., 152-160; Anthony Mainelia, St 135-140; Raz Markosian,
Jr., 145-152; Miteh Genzales, Jr, 135; Mike Fobar, Sr., 112, Jonny Myshock,
Jr., 152; Joey Cantreil, 5r, 189; Emanuel Onwuemene, Sr., 215; Ricky Bell,
Sr., 285, Charlie Kokenakes Soph., 140-145; Andy Staub, Sr., 160; Ken
Faisy, 5r., 215; Dan McCarthy Soph,, 152.
Promising newcomers: Louis Peppas, 3r., 152; Dustin Poisson, Jr., 130,
Andrew Schramm, Soph., 160; Josh Siebert, Saph., 160; Nick Degillic,
Soph., 125; Patrick Chimento, Jr., 285; Jacob Burns, Soph., 160.
Ysughan's 2007-08 outiock: "This team is very optimistic about the
start of the 2007-08 season. For the first time in my coaching career, the
varsity lineup has a majority of starters coming back from a year ago.
It's a team with a good mix of experience and work ethic, We have good
numbers, which causes much-needed competition for varsity pos:tions‘
Everyone is geiting better under the strong senior \eadefshm

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN

Head coach: Bil! Polk, eighth year.
League affiliation: WLAR (Lakes Division).
Last year's dual meet record: 17-7.
Titles won last year: Troy Invitational, Lakes Division and Division 1
Team District champions,
Notabte losses to graduation: Shamir Garcia (first-team All-Arga); Jim
Wood (second-team Ali-Area); Andrew Hein (third-team Ali-Area), James
Zerebiny.
Leading returnees: Scott Brown, $r., 171 (second-team Afl-Area);

» Jeremiah Austin, Sr. 125-130 {second-team Ali-Area): Jared Stephens,

* Jr, 130135 (second-team All-Area); Anthony Paviich, Soph., 103-112

. (third-team All-Area); Josh Austin, Soph., 112-119; Nick Shak, Sr., 135; Dan

McCahill, 5r.,140; Zaid Ammari, Jr., 145-152; Gary Lawrance,Sr., 152-160.
Polk's 2007-08 outiook: “We want to aceomplish our team goat of
making it to the final Eight at Battle Creek, nothing less, We lost'a iot of
talent fast year, but I'm confidant we can reload those spots and make
another good push if things go as planned, The reqular season is to
prepare you for the tournament, but in ail reality, that rarely happens
ta the teams that have bean af the top of the state for a number of
years. Basically, we're looking forward to making every dual and every
tournament a battie, I we can do that, we shouid be prepared to strive
for our goals at the end of the year”
WAYNE MEMORIAL

Head coach: Steve Vasiioff, third year.
League affillation: WLAA (Western Division}.
Last year's dual meet record: 10-11.
Titkes won fast year: Stevenson Team and anuius Royal Invitational
chainpions.
Notable losses to graduation: Jamic Preiss (first-team All-Area); Jeff
Elswick (second-team All-Area); Robert Coffey (state quaiifier).
Leading returnees: Chad Bunn, &, 12 second-team All-Area); Anthony
Baskin, Jr., 189 (second-team All-Area); Mike Hicks, Sr,103; Josh Mills,
goph 145; Ryan Neshitt, Sr.160; Jared Spurgeon, Sr.,160; Robert Walsh,

T, 152.
Promislnq newcomers: Mike Waliace, Fr 119; Brandin Sampies Jr [irs
Dylan Korzetki, Soph., 215; Andy Morton, Sr 285,
Yasiloff's 2007-08 outlook: “Once apain, the Wolipack is going to
be a young team. We've doubled our numbers from last year, so the

Jntensity in the room Is up. We're logking strong so far, and look forward

fo building on the success of last year, Last seasen never stopped for us,
and many of my wrastlers have been working very hard all summer. Not
many peopl_e realize that we fipished just under 500 fast year without
ever filling  lineup. We voided two weight classes all year fong yet we
finished sixth In the canference.”

LIVONIA CLARENCEVILLE
Head coach: Anthony Saiticelof, fifth year.
League affiliation: Metro Conference,
Last year's dual meet record: 8-18.
Notable losses to graduation: Travis Haworth,
Leading returnees; Brent Gilman, Seph., 103; Jake Ruth, Jr, 119 (20-11);
Scott Convery, Sr.. 125 (16-16); Cody Silanpaa, Jr., 130: Patrick Walker. Jr.,
135; Teny Brandt, Jr., 140; Derek Robbins, Ji., 152 (19-11): Tim Siecinski,
Seoph., (TH(IT-1T); Andrew Jasmer, Jr., 189 (16-12); Mat! Burshia, Soph., 189
{12-11); Maumer Mesinovic, $r, 215; Matt Neal, 8r, 285.
Promising newcomers: Diencre Hogan, Fr,, 171; Steven Courtney, Soph.,
119-125; Mike Poweli, Soph., 160; Jevin Smith, Soph., 285; Joshua Aldridge,
Fr, 285; Coy Sitanpaa, Fr, 112; Trayis Edwards, Fr., 173, Jeremy Smith, Fr.,
171; Anthony Giordans, Fr., 285; Andrew Pyon, Fr., 215; Devon Paynter, Jr.,

285,
Salelecioli’s 2007-D8 outlook: "Last year was an abomination of a
season. I'm happy o see the progress that has been made since last
February. We voided six weight ciasses last year. This year we'll void
between zero and two. Last year | was the only coach and this year
1 have been biessed with three outstanding young coaches - Ryan
Smith, Nick Elam and John Cleary, Many of the wrestiers have improved
tremendously ané ! anticipate several of them reaching the highest
echelans of this sport. I'm impressed with my wrestlers' focus and
improvement thus far, In terms of coachabHity and character, this is my
best team i've ever had.”

LUTHERAN HiGH WESTLAKD
Read coach: Dennis Tuomi, 21st yoar.
League affiliation: Metro Conference.
Last year's dual meet record: 21-3.
Titles won Jast year: Rochester Hills Lutheran Northwest, Lutheran
Westland and Memphis invitationals; Metro Conference and Division 4

- Team District champions.

Motabie losses to graduation: Matt Edwards (first-team All-Area); Mike
Schatz (third-team Ali-Area); Dan Pniewski, Josh Palka, Steve Cieslik,
Paul Rockrohr, Brian Lafevere.

- Leading returnees: Stephen Kemp, Jr., 152 (second-team Afl-Area: state

qualifier; captain); Brad LaRose, Jr., 112 (captain); Billy Weier, Sr. 160
{captain); Kevin Moody, Sr., 285; Nathan Mizzi, Sr., 171: Nighotas Yancy, St
;60 hPh]éI;p Dickinson, Sr., 125; Laith Francis, Saph., 119; Craig Kowalsky,
Op
Promising newcomers: Rayshaun Booker Diggs, Jr,, 285; Ben Crandelf,
Jr., 125; Sear Rowe, Soph., R9; Frankie Cain, Sr, 215; Alex Bos, Soph., 145;
Jeremy Kohtz, Fr., 125; Theodis Washington, F1., 145; Shane Matfhett fr.,
145,
Tuomi's 2007-08 outlook: “We're green. We lost seven kids who were
seniors. It depends how we progress and how much confidence we have.
1's a nice bunch, a fun group to be around. It's better thaniast year, but
we're not as athletlc”

WRESTLING
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“We have no returning state
qualifiers, but we have a lot
of hungry kids that want to
cabry ol e success of previ-
ous teams,” said Chicla, who

- guided the Patriots to a 25-4

" overall record last year. “It

-will be good to get some youth

. in the lineup. Plus, we'll be

- wrestling a bunch of names

' that nobody has ever heard of

- before, so I don't think people

* will be expecting much out of

-us. I think by midseason we'll
be surprising some people.”

The Patriots won't be a

" complete bust because seniors
Jared Pieknik (112) and Dan
Woodall (189) both return
after posting records of 44-10
and 42-16, respectively.

If the Patriots do slip,
Westland John Glenn (17-7)
under eighth-vear coach Bill
Polk, is waiting in the wings.

The Rockets just missed
going to the Division I team
finals last year in Battle Creek
after losing a close match to
Temperance Bedford in the
regional championship, 29-27.

Glenn’s biggest loss will be
replacing 215-pound Shamir
Garcia, a state runner-up who
posted a 47-8 record.

But several key performers
return for the district champi-
on Rockets, who also finished
runner-up in the Observerland
Invitational and WLAA meets.

Seniors Scott Brown (171),
Gary Lawrence (152-160), Dan
McCahill (140}, Nick Shak
(135} and Jeremiah Austin
(125-130) lead the way.

“It would also be nice to win

| the WLAA
being that it is
¥ the last year of
a great confer-
ence,” Polk
said. T feel
several teams
will be in posi-
tion to take the
Crown again
this year. We
have set our
goals high for the season and
hopefully we'll be in positien
to make avalid run again.”

Both Livonia Stevenson (20-
9) and Livonia Churchill {g-6)
could make noise this season.

Stevenson, which has a vet-
eran cast, is led by senior Ziad
Kharbush (171), who qualified
for the state meet en route to
a 43-8 record. Junior Matt
Greenman (189) just missed
going to the state meet, while
senior Tommy Myshock (103)
was a regional qualifier. Senior
Brent Cetnar is a third-year
varsity performer who posted
more than 30 wins last season.

Churchill will certainly miss
130-pound state placer Greg .
Roberts, who went 39-9 en
route to a fifth-place fimsh in
Division 1.

Coach Marty Altounian, now
in his 11th season, will bank on
returnees Mark Parrish (285),
Brian Ziemba (160} and J.P.
Gaffke (135) — all third-team
All-Observer picks.

“Teams like John Glenn
and Stevenson will be good,
and Franklin just reloads,”
Altounian said. “Salem should
be up this year, as will Canton.
A lot of teams are on the
upswing. There will be a lot.of
good duals in the league.”

Wayne Memorial (10-11),
meanwhile, won't be any

Ziad Kharbush
Stevensen

pushover either despite los-
ing 119~-pound state placer
Jamie Preiss to graduation,
along with state qualifier Jeff
Elswick (171).

The Wolfpack are led by
senior 112-pounder Chad
Dunn, a senior, and 189~
pounder Anthony Baskin, a
junior.

“It hurt losing some of my
best wrestlers to graduation,
but I look forward to seeing
what I can do with this young,
intense team,” Wayne third-
year coach Steve Vasiloff said.

Another area team to con-
tend with is Lutheran High
Westland (21-3), which is com-
ing off Division 4 district and

" Meiro Conference crowns.

Veteran coach Dennis
Tuomi, now in his 21styear
with the Warriors, lost seven
seniors to graduation, includ-
ing first-year All-Observer
pick Matt Edwards, an
Observerland champ at 145
who posted a season record of
48-5,

The Warriors will be led by
jumiors Stephen Kemp (152)
and Brad LaRose (112), along
with senior Billy Meier (160).
Kemp was a state qualifier.

Meanwhile, another Metro

‘Conference member, Livonia

Clarenceville (8-18), has
nowhere to go but up under
fifth-year coach Anthony
Salciccioli.

“Last year’s debacle has been
replaced with a genuine feel-
ing of optimism,” Salciccioli
said: “Our team goal is to win
the Metro Conference, get five
wrestlers to the regional and
two to ‘states.’ I think we can
accomplish these goals.”

bemons@oe.homecomm.riet £(734)853-2123

6-0 Lady Ocelots sweep field

Schoolcraft College gob-
bled up the competition at
- last weekend’s Kalamazoo

- Thanksgiving Shoctout.

" The Lady Ocelots’ wonien’s

- basketball team improved to 6-0
* on the season with decisive vic-
 tories over Ohio sehools Owens,

- Edison and Columbus State.

In Friday’s 72-63 victory over
Owens (5-3), Schooleraft jumped
out to a 37-26 halftime lead and
never looked back. Antoinette

" Brown paced the attack with
18 points, with Japera English
(12), Heidi Warczinsky (11) and
Janelle Harris (10) all reaching
double figures.

Saturday’s 85-68 win over
‘Edison (2-5) featured five play-
ers scoring at least 10 points.

Harris topped the list with 17,

- foilowed by Brown (16), Taylor

L

o
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Langhem (14), Brittney Ivey
(13) and Warezinsky (10).
Harris also grabbed 13
rebounds to lead all players.
Capping off the big weekend
for Schooleraft was an 86-65
triumph over Columbus State
(6-2), although the Lady Ocelots
had to bounce back from a 33-
31 halftime deficit to do so.
Schooleraft tallied 55
points in the final 20 minutes

— going on 2 21-3 run to snap

a 44-44 tie.

Harris paced the win with
a career-high 25 points and
16 rebounds, but she had
offensive support from Brown
(14), Shana King (12) and
Warczinsky (12),

WSU biasts Crusaders

Monique Gefore came off
the bench to score 24 points
and Chastidy Miller added 21
to lead host Wayne State (2-1)
to a convincing 90-52 non-
conference win Saturday over -
visiting Madonna University
(1~4) at the Matthaei Building,

Jasmine McCall added 14
points and eight assists for
WSU, which shot 27-0f-33
from the foul line (81.8 per-
cent) and 11-0f-23 from three-
point range (47.8 percent).

Alyssa Guerin (Salem)
paced the Crusaders with 17

- points and six rebounds, while

Caryn Inman chipped in with
12 points and six rebounds.
Christie Carrico also added 10
points,
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Barbee’s 34 lifts Wayne
Norsemen burn Blazers

Wayne Memorial senior
guard Trenia Barbee skewered
Farmington in Tuesday’s sea-
son girls basketball opener,
scoring a game- and career-
high 34 points as the host
Zebras rolled to a 55- 36 tri-
umph.

The Zebras also gave first—
year coach Leslie Williams her
first victory.
~ The 5-foot-8 Barbee,
ironically, connected only one
triple.

“A lot of them were break-
away baskets, she {Barbee)
was finishing in the paint and
that’s something we've stressed
this season,” Williams said. “I
was nervous, but it feels great
to get that first win under your
belt.” .

Natassia Goines added 11
points for the Zebras, who led
28-15 at halftime,

. Christina Wassman and
Melanie Lockhart each tallied
nine points for the Falcons,
who shot just 9-of-25 from the
foul line.

JOKN GLEWK 60, HARRISON 44: Leading
by two after three quarters Tuesday,

IRLS BASKETBALL

41-39, visiting Westland John Glenn
(1-0) outscored the Farmington
Hills Harrigon (0-1) during the final
eight minutes, 19-5, in the season
opener for both teams.

Harrison attempted an incredible
111 shots from the floor, according
to coach Chris Grzegorezyk, but
made only 16 for less than 13-per-
cent shooting,

" "Glenn was 20-0f-97 from the
field, including O-for-19 from three-
point range, for .206 shooting.

Junior center Brittahy Holbrook
scored a game-high 19 points
to lead the Rockets and was in
double figures for rebounding, too.
Brittany Brown added 12 points and

. Shantinique Baker eight.

Bianca Vagovski and Amber
Halt had eight points apiece for
the Hawks, Chelsea Gaddis had six
points, 10 rebounds and five steals.

G.P. RORTH 45, LADYWOOD 34; Olivia
Stander scored 12 points Tuesday
tolead Grosse Pointe Nerth (1-0)
to a victory over Livonia Ladywood
(0-1) in a battle of preseason top-10
ranked teams.

Ladywood led 13-9 after one
quarter, but North took command

“with a 13-2 second-perfod run.

Senior guards Amber Drabicki

and Alison Szczypka each scored
seven points for the Blazers, who
shot just 24 percent from the field
and 6-o0f-13 from the fou] Jine

“We struggled with their pressure
and had a difficult time making
shots,” Ladywood coach Andrea
Gorski said. “They were very quick
and aggressive and forced us into
too many turnovers {16)”

HURGN YRLLEY 44, LIGGETT 28: Lauren
Adlof scored 13 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds, whiie Katie
Kipfmiller contributed 12 points
and 10 rebounds Tuesday as host
Westland Huron Valley Lutheran
{1-0} downed Grosse Pointe Woods
University-Liggett (0-1) in the sea-
son opener for both teams. .

KeAng Bryant scored 12 for the
Knights, who shot 4-0f-10 from the
foul Tine.

Huron Valley was 4-of-8 from
the line.

(CABRINE 41, LUTH. WESTLAND 13:
Michigan softball signee Amanda
Chidester Chidester, a senjor guard,
scored 16 points Tuesday to lead
host Allen Park Cabrini (1-0) to the
season-opening win over Lutheran
High Westland (0-1). :

Becca Refenes; a junior center,
had four points &nd seven rebounds
in the loss. Abi Gieschen also scored
four points for the Warriors, who
trailed 27-6 at halftime,
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senior wide receiver, caught
four passes for 127 yards and
intercepted another pass and
returned it for a TD. His four
TDs and 24 points were also

MHSAA finals records.

Sophomore running back
Austin White scored all three’
of Stevenson’s TDs, including .
a 7-yard run with 3:52 left in

" the first half to cut the deficit

to 14-7, He also returned a
kickoff 90 yards for a score
in the third quarter after the
Spartans got behind 35-7, then
added a 2-yard TD run with
only 4:40 remaining to cap the
scoring.

Stevenson gave up a total
of 421 net total yards and
couldn't get its passing game
going o8 senior Mitchell
White, harassed alil night by
Dakota’s physical front four
and various blitz schemes, was
sacked four times and com-
pleted only 3-0f-11 passes for
17 yards, -

“In retrospect, the game
plan would have been alittle
different,” Stevenson coach
Tim Gabel said. “Nothing
surprised me, but they’re a
darn good team with a lot of
weapons. Most spread teams
are big-play oriented. They
not only hit big plays, but were
able to control the ball. The
kid (Lovett) was accurate,
especially with their short
game. They also made a lot of
third-down tonversions {9-of-
13)”

In the first quarter,
Stevenson stymied the
Cougars on their first posses-
sion, but the Spartans’ offense
sputtered, forced to punt after
going three-and-out three

straight times.

Lovett’s 29-yard scramble
set up Dakota’s first TD, a 10-
play, 92-yard drive. The senior
moved out of the pocket again
and hit 6-5, 235-pound tight
end Mike Kwiatkowski on a
9-yard scoring pass with 1:51
left in the quarter for a 7-0
advamtage.

The Cougars scored with
only nine seconds left in the

same quarter on & 66-yard TD
pass from Lovett to Demaster
to put Dakota ahead 14-0.
Stevenson got some life on
its fourth offensive posses-
sion, driving 65 yards in just
eight plays, resulting in Austin
White’s 7-yard scoring run
with 8:08 to play in the half.

But Dakota came right back .

after being stopped on fourth-
and-four on Stevenson’s 31 with
4:23 remaining until intermis-
sion. Rodney Hush, a 5-8, 170-
pound senior, found himself

in 2 one-on-one situation and
hauled in a Lovett pass and
raced 61 yards to make it 21-7
with 3:01 to go.

Things didn't get any better
for the Spartans in the third
quarter as Dakota tacked on
three more scores. ‘

Lovett teamed up with
Demaster on & TD toss of 24
vards to cap a 65-yard, 10-play
drive followed by Demaster’s
52-yard interception return to
increase an already command-
ing Dakota lead to 35-7. .

“When we spread the field,
it opened up themiddle,” said
Demaster, who came in aver-
aging 25 yards per reception.
“Mitch made the throws, and
Rodney (Hush) and I made the
catches. You've got to believe
in your quarterback because if
yvoudont..”

Austin White's 90-yard kick-
off return gave Spartans fans
something to cheer about with
7:04 left in the third period. .

But Dakota answered dnce °
again to make it 41-14: as Lovett
surpassed Coleman’s marks
of 295 yards passing and four
TDs when he connected with
Demaster again on a %-ya.rd
scoring play with 1:32 to go in
ihe third. :

“We wanted Mitch to stay
within himself and not do too
much,” Dakota coach Mike
Giannone said. “Our offensive
line did a nice job of pass pro-
tection, picking up their stunts.
They (Stevenson) are a blitzing
team and they gave him some
time to throw. We needed him
(Lovett) to havea big day and
he came through.”

Austin White’s third and
final TD run of the game, with
4:4.0 to go, was set up by Wade

Stahl’s 35-yard dash.

Austin White, who rushed
for team-high 1,545 yards this
season, finished with 182 all-
purpose vards. But the 5-11,
180-pound 10th-grader netted
only 58 rushing on 14 carries. -
Wade Stahl, the junior slot-
back, added 148 all-purpose
vards and was the Spartans’
leading rusher with &5 yards on
five carries. '

- “Their (Dakota’s) line was
pretty big, and number 59
(Charles Martin) was quick"
and was able to penetrate,”
Austin White said in the press
conference afterward, “We did
not know they would be that
quick.

As ateam, Stevenson
gained only 205 net yards. The
Spartans did not pick up a first
down in the opening quarter.

“I was under a tremendous
amount of pressure, we saw
alot of different types of
blitzes, and it was hard to see,”
Mitche]l White said..“I had to
throw the ball quicker than I
wanted and I did not feel as
comfortable.”

Linebacker John Saaman
led the Spartans with 12 total -
tackles (three solo, nine assists),
while Wyatt Stahl and York
each added 10.

. But Stevenson simply had no™
answers for the Cougars’ multi-
dimensional offensive attack.

“Their routes were simple,
not a lot of crossing, and we
had good coverage, but their
quarterback (Lovett) and
Demaster killed us,” said York,

‘the 5-10, 154-pound senior

defensive back. “We don't like
to give up a lot of points, but
the last two weeks (including a
40-35 semifinal win over Troy)
we just gave up too many big
plays and that’s why this was
the outcome.”

But despite the season-end-
ing loss, the Spartans’ senior
captain enjoyed the season-
long ride,

“It was the best time of my
life,” he said. “Our goal was to
get the ring and we came up
just short. But I'm proud of
what all my teammates have
done.”

bemons@oe.home(\:omm.net | (734} 953-2123
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season) went smooth. I never

- had a team practice like this.”

Credit goes to the seniors

" like Jason Bajas, Matt Broome

and Ricky Bell, tough players
who set the tone day-in and
day-out.

Of'the 16 schools to play in
last weekend'’s state champion-
ships, the Stevenson thiong
certainly was the most weli-
represented.

And the fact that all three
Livonia Public Schools earned
spots in this year’s playoffs is a
credit to the players, the coaches,
administrators and supporters.

The Churchill-Stevenson
regular season showdown
of unbeatens along with the
Franklin-Stevenson playoff
regional final clash, drew
two of the biggest crowds
ever to witness a game in
Livonia.

In the wake of a nasty .
school board recall cam-
paign over the Livonia Public
Schools’ Legacy Program
which became divisive, a com-
munity shook itself off and
bonded together over high
school football this fall.

“As bad as I felt after Saturday,
I got so many positive com-
rments, you could feel it in the
stands,” Gabel said. “All three ,
teams had pretty good support. I
feel absolutely blessed.”

How far Stevenson goes next
season is-anybody’s guess.

The Spartans graduate a

" ton of senior starters, but do

return two of their best play-
makers in Austin White and
Wade Stahl.

Jacob Gudeman, who hit 10-
of-19 passes for 160 yards (in
the rain) filling in for injured

, Starter Mitchell White dur-

ing the first-round playoff
win over Plymouth, willbea -
capable replacement at quar-
terback. -

Wyatt Stahl and Mark Grisa
also return in the secondary.

Stevenson’s JV team went 7-
2 this fail, while the freshmen
were a perfect 9-0 (just like
the varsity).

“It’s not as bad as you
think,” Gabel said of the 2008
rebuilding project. “I think
we'll be OK. We'll maybe -
struggle with putting together
the line.”

Yes, Saturday’s setback
to Dakota was a bit of a
downer, but Stevenson foot-
ball created a buzz in the
community this fall, just
like Livonia Clarenceville
and Tim Shaw (now with the
Carolina Panthers) did in
2001.

These Spartans certainly left
their mark and should takea

‘bow.

Brad Emons is Livonia-Westland
sports editor. He can be reached at
bemons@hometowniife.com or (734)
953-2123.
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