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BYDARREUCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Reacting to demands from Westland residents, 
Wayne Comity officials this week were planning to 
test a small lake in Central City Park for possible 
contaminants. 

Parents whose children fished in Friendship Lake 
or played near it had implored officials to test the 
water after learning last month that the park's ball 
diamonds have elevated levels of lead. 

"We'll be testing for lead in the water" Assistant 
Wayne County Executive Alan Helmkamp con­
firmed early this week 

Results likely won't be available for two weeks, he 
said. 

Developments continued to unfold rapidly after 
it was learned in early November that city and 
county officials and the Michigan Department of , 
Environmental Quality knew for years of park con­
tamination. 

Officials have called it unlikely that anyone using 
the park would face a serious hearth threat from the 
lead. Nonetheless, the county was offering free 
blood tests Wednesday afternoon at the city's Bailey 
Recreation Center. 

County hearth workers will conduct a second 
round of free blood tests 9 a.m. to noon Wednesday, 
Dec 13, at the Bailey Center, Helmkamp said. 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli ordered the park closed in 
early November except for a paved walking path 
around the perimeter. 

On Monday, Cicirelli confirmed that the city last 
week had an environmental firm conduct soil tests 
in two additional park areas - the children's Tot 
Town, which has miniature city buildings, and a site 
on the park's south end where lawn bowling is 
played. 

"The tests came back just fine," Cicirelli said. 
"Those areas have not been affected at all." 

Moreover, city workers who performed routine 
maintenance on the park's contaminated ball dia­
monds have been tested for lead, Cicirelli said, "and 
those results are fine as well." 

Meanwhile, city, county and DEQ, officials were 
expected soon to discuss the results of soil samples 
taken in the park in November. Officials hope the 
results could help them begin to plan cleanup 

efforts. 
In yet another development, Westland City 

Councilwoman Cheryl Graunstadt said Monday 
that she has reviewed DEQ documents to gain a 
better understanding of the park contamination 
issue. 

Much of the communication for years has been 
between DEQ and county officials without city 
leaders receiving copies of documents, she said. 

"That was really kind of surprising to me" 
Graunstadt said. 

Even so, a letter from the county to the city in 
2002 shows that some local officials knew of the 
problem for years before making it public. 
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Trees around Westland City Hal! spark led as t h e switch was thrown to turn on the lights a t the annual Christmas t ree- l ight ing ceremony. 

on lights for the holidays 
BYDARREUCLEM5 

STAFF WRITER 

Katelynn Hagemann and 
Cassidy Kovacs, both 8, were 
girls of few words Monday 
evening as they handed out 
programs for the city of 
Westland's annual Christmas 
tree-lighting ceremony. 

Who could blame them? It 
was simply t-t-t-too cold to 
ta-ta-ta-talk. 

As is often true, tempera­
tures plunged just in time for 
the tree-lighting ceremony in 
front of City Hall. Santa 
Claus, who arrived in a horse 
and sleigh, seemed to bring 
the North Pole chill with 
him. Even so, Katelynn mut­
tered a few words, saying she 
liked handing out programs 
to diehard tree-lighting fans 
who braved the weather. 
Cassidy had her mind on 
what would happen after the 
ceremony, when she could go 
inside the fire station next 
door, meet with Santa and 
eat cookies. 

The girls, members of a 

St. Damian Elementary students lead participants in singing Christmas 
carols a t t h e ceremony. 

Brownie troop from St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church 
and School, stood with 
Cassidy's mother, Connie 
Kovacs, who shivered as she 
maintained a tradition of 
attending the event. 

"It's freezing. It's crazy," she 
said. 

Her 9-year-old daughter 
Chelsea had gone to the car 
to warm up. And, Kovacs left 
her 2-year-old daughter 

Courtney at home with her 
sons Chris, 14, and Carter, 6. 

"It was just too cold to 
bring the baby," Kovacs said, 
whose husband, Christopher, 
had an easy out — he had to 
work. 

Despite the bitter cold, a 
loyal crowd joined city lead­
ers to hear a Christmas story 
by author Nancy Spinelle, 
sing Christmas carols with 
the St. Damian Elementary 

School Choir, watch Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli give Santa 
the key to the city, and see 
thousands of lights illumi­
nate City Hall's front lawn. 

On hand to help celebrate 
the holiday were four chil­
dren who won a city essay 
contest about what 
Christmas means to them. 
First-place winner Kaitlyn 

.Balko* a 7-year-pld second-
grader at•K$iJdi§qn 
Elementary School, wrote 
what was perhaps one of the 
evening's most poignant mes­
sages: 

Terry Carroll, the mayor's 
executive assistant, read the 
essay: "What Christmas 
means to me is being with my 
family and getting Christmas 
presents. It also means being 
thankful'to the soldiers who 
help to protect our country 
and freedom. They miss 
Christmas with their family 
to protect us. I wish all 
American soldiers a Merry 
Christmas." 
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Tom Wilson, an hourly city 
mechanic who rose through the 
ranks to become director of the 
84-employee Westland Public 
Service Department, is leaving 
his job. 

Wilson, 50, plans to leave his 
$89,8l6-a-year job to start a 
similar position Dec. 18 in 
Romulus. He has been a 
Westland employee more than 
23 years - nearly half his life. 

'It's been a great run," Wilson 
said Monday, after his departure 
was announced during a 
Westland City Council meeting. 

Wilson has steered a depart­
ment that affects the fives of 
Westland's 86,000 residents -
whether it's plowing snow from 
city streets, repairing water lines 
or mamtaining fire hydrants to 

protect homes and businesses. 
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli com­

mended the job Wilson has done 
since she hand-picked him as 
her public service director five 
years ago. 

'It's a loss to this community -
truly a deep, deep loss" she said 
Monday. 

Wilson's departure comes just 
weeks after James Gilbert, for­
mer Westland housing and com­
munity development director, 
left his job for aposition in 
Fannington Hills. 

It wasn't clear early this week 
when either of the positions will 
be filled. 

Wilson oversees a department 
with a nearly $30 million budg­
et. His workers maintain 207 
miles of roads, 333 miles of 
water mains, 254 miles of storm 

PLEASE SEE W I L S O N , A 5 

warns trash hauler 
about service complaints 

BY DARRELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Rebuked yet again, 
Westland's trash-hauling com­
pany has been warned it could 
lose its city contract for long 
delays in picking up garbage. 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli con­
firmed that her office has 
received numerous complaints 
about Painter & Ruthenberg, 
also known as Midwest 
Sanitation. 

Cicirelli and Westland City 
Council President William 
Wild have warned P&R 
President Paul Ruthenberg 
that he could face losing the 
contract, just one year into a 
five-year agreement. 

Cicirelli also confirmed that 

P&R already has been slapped 
with fines for failing to keep 
promises to improve garbage-
hauling services. 

Her comments came 
Monday during a Westland 
City Council meeting, after 
Councilwoman Cheryl 
Graunstadt said she has 
received new complaints 
about late trash pick-up and 
workers spilling garbage onto 
streets. 

In warning Ruthenberg, 
Cicirelli said city officials 
"made it very clear to him" 
that he should improve servic­
es or expect to have his con­
tact canceled. 

Ruthenberg has indicated 
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Toys for Tots donations remain strong in area CRIME WATCH 

BY WAYNE PEAL 
STAFF WRITER 

Silly String flew at 
Northland Center in celebra­
tion of some happy holiday 
neiws. 

The news: Despite the 
state's economy, metro 
Detroiters are still making 
sure youngsters have a happy 
holiday season. 

At the Nov. 29 celebration at 
Northland, it was noted that 
shoppers at several area malls 
— and listeners of WMJC-FM 
— raised a record number of 
dollars and contributions to 
Toys for Tots. 

"I'd have to say this was the 
best total ever," said WMJC 
spokeswoman Lindsay 
Warren, of the 25,591 toys and 
$13,954 raised at a recent 
drive held at Northland, 
Twelve Oaks, Laurel Park 
Place and the Macomb and 
Oakland malls. 

That drive was held in con­
junction with the WMJC 
morning show, starring Jim 
Harper. Harper, a 25-year Toys 
for Tots supporter, told listen­
ers that he was overwhelmed 
by their generosity. 

"Only in metro Detroit, dur­
ing a period when we're one of 
the few states still In economic 
trouble, will you find people 
willing to sacrifice their own 
needs and even give less to 
their own kids, to make sure 
needy children have a decent 
holiday" he said. 
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Northland Center shoppers offered a Silly String salute in honor of this year's Toys for Tots drive. 

Toys for Tots, a charity of the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserves, is 
far from finished. 

Toy donations are being 
accepted at area Art Van, 
Chicken Shack and Farmer 
Jack locations until Dec. 14. 
Toys drives will be held at 
other, sites throughout 
Oakland and Wayne counties. 

As for the Silly String, it not 

only celebrated the WMJC 
drive's success, but also will go 
to help military personnel sta­
tioned in Iraq. 

WMJC Marketing Director 
Mary Helen Ciaravino learned 
the string could be used to 
help soldiers uncover impro­
vised explosive devices in Iraq 
and the station followed 
through by sending 200 cans 

to Iraq this holiday season. 
Toys for Tots began in the 

Los Angeles area in 1947 and 
has spread to more than 200 
metropolitan areas 'in the 
United States. 

Through various regional 
centers, the metro Detroit 
region covers youngsters 
throughout Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties. 

Scent of a thief 
A 21-year-old Dearborn 

Heights man was arrested by 
Westland police after security 
officers caught him stealing 
scented oil air fresheners from 
a Westland grocery store, 
police said. 

The incident happened 
about 10:30 p.m. last Thursday 
at the Kroger store on the 
northeast corner of Michigan 
Avenue and Merriman Road. 

Store security employees fol­
lowed the suspect out after 
believing he had stolen items. 
He tried to flee but was tackled 
and handcuffed until police 
arrived. 

The suspect was found with 
three Glade scented oil air 
fresheners, and he also was 
carrying what police described 
as a crack cocaine pipe. 

Police believe he may have 
tried to steal the air fresheners 
to mask the smell of crack 
cocaine. 

Door kicked in 
A 28-year-old woman told 

police that someone kicked in • 
the door of her Woodcrest Villa 
apartment on Wayne Road 
south of Joy. The incident hap­
pened between 9:30 a.m. and 
5:40 p.m. Friday. 

Nothing was taken, leading 
the resident to believe the 
intruder was scared off. 

Wallet, phone stolen 
A 23-year-old woman told 

police an intruder somehow 
got inside her residence in the 
34500 block of Elmwood on 
Sunday and took her wallet 
and her phone while she was 
sleeping. 

She told police she believes 
someone could have had a key 
to her rental unit, where she 
has lived since last month. 
Police advised her to talk to her 
landlord about changing the 
locks. 

Money taken 
A 66-year-old resident of 

Westgate Tower, on Elmwood 
near Wildwood and Ford, told 
police that an intruder entered 
his apartment while he was 
sleeping and took $690. 

The incident happened 
between 9 p.m. Friday and 7:10 
a.m. Saturday. The man told 
police that his door was left 
propped open with one of his 
shoes. 

Break-in 
A store employee reported 

that an intruder broke out a 
front window of Wayne Med 
Mart, on Wayne Road near 
Cherry Hill, and stole a couple 
hundred dollars worth of ciga­
rettes. 

The incident happened 
sometime Monday. 

Officers found a cash register 
on the floor, but a store 
employee told police that he 
doesn't leave any cash in the 
drawer. 

By Darrel l Clem 
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Please recycle this newspaper 

vigil to support parents who've lost kids 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

Members of the 
Compassionate Friends know the 
holidays are tough times for peo­
ple who've lost loved ones, espe­
cially children. 

In an effort to help with the 
grief, The Compassionate 
Friends, Western Wayne County 
(Livonia) Chapter, sponsor a can­
dle-lighting ceremony in. Kellogg 
Park in downtown Plymouth 
Dec. 10 in conjunction with 
Children's Memorial Day. 

"The holidays are especially 
difficult for parents who have lost 
children," said committee mem­
ber Gail Lafferty. "This candle-
lighting ceremony honoring 
them helps their memory live 
on." 

The ceremony will include the 
dedication of a tree decorated 
with ornaments with the chil­
dren's names, a candle-light vigil, 
a reading of the children's names, 
poetry and songs. 

The local ceremony includes 
the candle-lighting at 7 p.m. in 
conjunction with the worldwide 
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The Compassionate Friends hold their annual candlelight vigil in Plymouth's 
Kellogg Park at 7 p.m. Sunday. 
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Satprday, December 9S 

This event is too good to sleep. 
DON'T MISS IT - ONE DAY ONLY! 

candle-lighting. The idea is that, 
as candles burn down'in one 
time zone, they're lit in another, 
creating a 24-hour memorial. 

Recognized in communities 
around the world, International 
Children's Memorial Day is 
already officially sanctioned by 
the U.S. Congress. 

"Hundreds of families will 
gamer near a tree specially deco­
rated with the names of children^ 
who have died too soon," Lafferty 
said. 

For more information or to-"""^ 
register a child, call or e-mail 

candle-lighting committee mem­
bers Gail Lafferty, tefcan-
dlelite06@tds.net or (734) 981-
4528 or Virginia Herrick, her-
rick@millercanfield.com or 
(248)449-7598. 

The Compassionate Friends is 
an international, non-profit, non-
denominational, self-help organi­
zation offering friendship, under­
standing and hope to bereaved 
families with the loss of their 
children. 
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BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Tracey Beverly of Westland 
can't wait to get her arms 
around her cat, Snickers. When 
mat will happen will depend on 
if the Michigan Humane 
Society places the feline in a 
foster home to recover from 
surgery to fix a leg fracture. 

The cat, named Faith by 
workers at the MHS Berman 
Center for Animal Care, was 
found last week at Phillips 
Landscaping in Westland with 
its leg caught in an animal trap. 

"I'm very grateful" Beverly 
said. "I'm glad she was found, 
I'm glad she's alive." 

Beverly found out about 
Snickers from her mother who 
saw a story about the feline in 
Sunday's issue of the Observer. 
She immediately contacted 
MHS and found out that the 
agency had sent her to its 
Rochester facility to have sur­
gery to stabilize her right front 
leg. 

"They said she almost lost it," 
Beverly said. 

Chester Klein and another 
employee at Phillips 
Landscaping found Snickers 
last Wednesday morning in the 
rear area of the Warren Road 
business. He saw it come run­
ning by with something on its 

waits to get 
line back 
leg. Another employee identi­
fied it as a raccoon trap. 

"When I picked it up, it start­
ed purring like crazy^ Klein 
said. "I held it until help got 
there." 

Klein, who has two cats and a 
dog at home, is a "real big-time 
animal lover̂  and found the 
incident upsetting and "very 
disturbing." Even more disturb­
ing was hearing that this wasn't 
the first time it's happened in 
the area. 

"I was told that there's been 
lots of instances where a cat has 
gotten caught in these traps," he 
said 

The landscaping business is 
about three blocks from 
Beverly's Harrison Street home. 

"I don't know why she went 
there, unless she came here and 
I didn't see her" Beverly said. 

Beverly, a heart patient who 
was forced to retire at age 38, 
admits she was at fault in let­
ting the cat out. She had 
thought Snickers' howling was 
to get out and look for another 
cat, Molly, which had been 
euthanized after it came home 
severely injured. An apparent 
victim of animal cruelty, Molly 
had been shot in the head and a 
portion of its rear end was 
missing. 

But MHS said that Snickers 
was on a mission to replace the 

Snickers the cat is recovering f rum suiyery to stabilize her right front leg 

that was injured when she stepped on art animal t rap . 

kittens she lost due to prema­
ture birth. 

"I thought Snickers had gone 
nuts, I've learned a lot about 
female cats," she said. 

On Monday, Beverly was 
called to the Berman Center 
where she met with MHS offi­
cials and Westland Animal 
Control Officer Frank Raymore. 
She found she could have faced 
a $500 fine for allowing 
Snickers to be at large. 

"I apologized because she got 
lost, but he scares me," Beverly 
said. "When I had to talk to 
him, he had me shaking in my 
boots." 

Beverly, however, has been 
spared paying the fine and the 
fee for repairing the leg. She 
will have to pay $75 for the fol­
low-up visits to check on the leg 
and to have Snickers spayed 

about a month from now. 
It's good news for the single 

mother, who supports herself 
and her daughter Caitlyn, a stu­
dent at Douglas Elementary 
School in Garden City, on a lim­
ited income. 

She is turning over the 
money she has collected toward 
paying the surgery bill and 
plans to find other ways to pay 
back the MHS for all it has 
done. 

'Til volunteer, I'll do dona­
tion drives, I'll do anything I 
can to pay them back for what 
, they did for," she said. "I can't 
wait to get Snickers home." 

As for Snickers, "she's never 
going outside again," And the 
same is true for Beverly's two 
other cats, Bubbles and Libby. 

"I don't want her running 
away again." she said. 

3 men to stand trial for 
home invasion, torture 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Three of four defendants 
charged in a home invasion in 
Westland have been ordered to 
stand trial in Wayne County 
Circuit Court. 

James Michael Hobson, 18, 
Harry James Taylor, 23, and 
DeCory Lamar Sharpe, 19, face 
trial on multiple felony charges 
following a preliminary hear­
ing last Thursday in Westland 
District Court. 

Hobson and Taylor are 
Canton residents; Sharpe is 
from Westland. 

A hearing for a fourth defen­
dant, 19-year-old Laquinta 
Terry of Squthfield, has been 
delayed until Dec. 21 at his 
attorney's request. 

Family members and sup­
porters of the defendants 
packed the courtroom of Judge 
C. Charles Bokos on Thursday 
afternoon for a hearing that 
ended with Hobson, Taylor and 
Sharpe being ordered to stand 
trial. 

They are charged in a 2 a.m. 
Sept. 20 home invasion at 
Westwood Village Apartments, 
on the southeast corner of Joy 
and Hix roads on Westland's 
northwest side. 

A 47-year-old man told 
police that intruders barged 
through the doorwall of his 
apartment, robbed him at gun­
point, tied him up and put 
packing tape around his mouth 
and head. He said they ran-

A 47-year-old man told 
police that intruders barged 
through the doorwall of his 
apartment robbed him at 
gunpoint, tied him up and 
put packing tape around his 
mouth and head. He said 
they ransacked his place for 
a half-hour and stole a gun, 
liquor, credit cards, a cell 
phone and his 2005 Monte 
Carlo. 

sacked his place for a half-hour 
and stole a gun, liquor, credit 
cards, a cell phone and his 
2005 Monte Carlo. 

On Thursday, Bokos ordered' 
Hobson, Taylor and Sharpe to 
stand trial on charges of tor­
ture, armed robbery, first-
degree home invasion, using a 
firearm during a felony, steal­
ing a car and stealing a gun. 

The three defendants remain 
jailed in lieu of $1 million cash 
bonds. 

As he awaits his hearing, 
Terry is jailed on a $500,000 
cash bond. He is charged with 
first-degree home invasion, 
armed robbery and using a 
firearm during a felony. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 227-A-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 42, 
ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 42-101,42-102, 

42-103,42-106,42-107,42-110,42-111,42-113,42-115, 
42-116,42-118, AND 42-119 AND 

ADD SECTION 42-120 OF THE WESTLAND CITY 
CODE TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN 

REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS 
PERTAINING TO SOIL EROSION, 

SEDIMENTATION AND 
LAND GRADING CONTROL 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WESTLAND ORDAINS: 

Sect ion 1. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-101, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Findings. 
The city council hereby finds that excessive quantities of 

soil are eroding from certain areas that are undergoing 
development, such as housing developments industrial areas, 
massive shopping centers, -recreational facilities, institutional uses, 
and public work construction. This erosion makes necessary costly 
repairs to gullies, washed out fills, roads, and embankments. The 
resulting sediment clogs storm sewers and road ditches, muddies 
streams, and leaves deposits of silt in lakes, streams and wetlands 

'*T>f'1M*SVO'3 ana is considered a major wat 

Sect ion 2. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-102, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Purpose . 
The purpose of this article is to prevent soil erosion and 

sedimentation from occurring from each change activities within the 
city by requiring proper provision for water disposal and 
the protection of soil surfaces during and after construction, in order 
to promote the safety, public health, convenience, and general 
welfare of the community. 

This article also incorporates by reference the rules 
promulgated under Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, 1994 Public Act 451, as amended. 

Sect ion 3. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-103, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Definit ions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this 
article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this 
section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

Accelerated soil erosion means the increased erosion of the 
land surface that occurs as a result of human activities. 

Acceptable erosion and sediment control program means the 
activities of a county or local enforcing agency or authorized 
public agency that are conducted in accordance with these 
rules and part 91 regarding staff training, developing and 
reviewing plans, issuing permits conducting inspections, 
and initiating compliance and enforcement actions to 
effectively minimize erosion and off-site sedimentation. 

Agricultural practices means all land farming operations 
except the plowing or tilling of land for the purposes of crop 
production or the harvesting of crops. 

Authorized public agency means a state agency or an 
agency of a local unit of government authorized under 
section 9110 of 1994 PA 451 to implement soil erosion and 
sedimentation control procedures with regard to earth 
changes undertaken by it. 

Building official means the building director of the city or 
his duly authorized representative. 

Certification means a signed certificate issued by the 
building official, assuring that specific constructions, 

* inspections or tests where required have been performed 
and tha t they comply with the applicable requirements of 
this Article or regulations adopted pursuant to this Article 
or appropriate existing ordinances. 

City Engineer means the city engineer of the city or his duly' 
authorized and designated representative in the 
engineering division of the department of public service. 

Earth change means a manmade change in the natural 
cover or topography of land, including cut and fill activities, 
which may result in or contribute to soil erosion or 
sedimentation of the waters of the state. 

Erosion means the process by which the ground surface is 
worn away by action of wind, water, gravity or a 
combinatipn thereof. 

Excavation or cut means any act by which soil or rock is cut 
into, dug, quarried, uncovered, removed, displayed or 
relocated and shall include the conditions resulting 
therefrom. 

Floodplain means that area which would be inundated by 
storm runoff or floodwater equivalent to tha t which would 
dccur with a runoff or flood within 100 years' recurrence 
frequency after total development of the watershed. 

Grading means any stripping, excavation, filling, 
stockpiling or any combination thereof and shall include the 
land in its excavated or filled condition. 

Lake means the Great Lakes and all natural and artificial 
inland lakes or impoundments that have definite banks, a 
bed, visible evidence of a continued occurrence of water, and 
a surface area of water that is equal to, or greater than, 1 
acre. "Lake" does not include sediment basins and basins 
constructed for the sole purpose of storm water retention, 
cooling water, or treating polluted water. 

Municipal enforcing agency means the city engineer or 
engineering division of the city department of public 

Nonerosive velocity means the surface water velocity which 
is not conducive to the development of accelerated soil 
erosion. 

Permanent soil erosion and sedimentation control measure 
means those control measures which are installed or 
constructed to control soil erosion and sedimentation, and 
which are maintained after project completion. 

Sediment means any solid particulate matter, mineral or 
organic' t ha t has been deposited in water, is in suspension 
in water, is being transported or has been removed from its 
site of origin by the process of soil erosion. 

Soil erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) permit 
means a permit issued to authorize work to be performed 
under this Article. 

Stabilization means the proper placing, grading and/or 
covering of soil or rock to ensure their resistance to erosion, 
sliding or other movement. 

Stripping means any activity which removes or 
significantly disturbs the vegetative surface cover, including 
clearing and grubbing operations. 

Stream means a river, creek, or other surface watercourse 
which may or may not be serving as a drain as defined in 
Act No. 40 of the Public Acts of 1956, as amended, being 
section 280.1 et seq. of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and 
which has definite banks, a bed, and visible evidence the 
continued flow or continued occurrence of water, including 
the connecting waters of the Great Lakes. 

Temporary erosion and sedimentation control measures 
means interim control .measures which are installed or 
constructed for the control of soil erosion until permanent 
soil erosion and sedimentation control is effected. 

Sect ion 4. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-106, of 
the Westland City Code, shall be amended to provide as 
follows: 

(a) Permit requirement. Unless exempted by Part 91 of 1994 Public 
Act 451, as amended, and the rules promulgated thereunder, it 
shall be unlawful prior to the commencement of an earth 

change without first having secured a permit from the 
municipal enforcing agency prior to the issuance of a building 
permit and commencement of an ear th change which disturbs 
one or more acres of land, or if the earth change is within 500 
feet of the water's edge of a lake or a stream. 

(b) Application for permit. A separate application and SESC plan 
shall be required from the person proposing to undertake an 
ear th change. The application can be obtained by the 
designated municipal enforcing agency. Plans, specifications, 
required s tandard details and timing schedules shall be 
submitted with each application for a SESC permit. The plans 
shall be prepared or approved and bear the signature and 
embossed seal of an engineer or architect.licensed by the state 
who is t rained and experiences in soil erosion and 
sedimentation control methods and techniques. The municipal 
enforcing agency may waive the preparation or approval and 
signature with the seal by a licenses engineer or architect 
when the work entails little hazard to the adjacent property 
and does not include the construction of a fill upon which a 
structure may be erected. Any earth changes on a site less than 
an acre and which involve the movement of more than 150 
cubic yards of soil must comply with chapter 26, article V of the 
City Code unless a building permit has been obtained for such 
work. 

(c) SESC plan information required. The plans and specifications 
accompanying the SESC permit application shall contain the 
following data: 

(1) A vicinity sketch at the maximum scale of one inch to 
200 feet indicating the site location as well as the 
adjacent properties within 500 feet of the site 
boundaries. 

(2) A soil survey map or a written description showing a 
soil series or texture, depth, natural soil drainage and 
full extent of the exposed area contemplated for the 
earth change. 

(3) A certified boundary line survey by a land surveyor 
licensed by the state and a topographic survey of the 
site on which the work is to be performed. The 
surveys must have been performed within two years 
of the date of application. 

(4) A detailed plan of the site a t a maximum scale of one 
inch to 100 feet showing:, 

a. A complete legal description of the property and 
the location of the limits of all proposed earth 
changes. 

b. The name, address and telephone number of the 
landowner, developer and petitioner. Proof of 
authorized agent must be submitted with 
application. 

c. A t iming schedule indicating the anticipated 
s ta r t ing and completion dates of the 
development's construction sequence and the 
t ime of exposure of each area prior to the 
completion of effective erosion and sediment 
control measures. 

The estimated detail cost of all construction as set 
forth in the plan including the estimated cost of 
the required temporary and permanent soil 
erosion control measures. 

1. The description and the location of all existing 
and proposed onsite drainage and dewatering 
facilities. 

m. The location and description for installing and 
removing all proposed temporary soil erosion and 
sediment control measures, 

n. The description and the location of all proposed 
permanent soil erosion and sediment control 
measures. 

(d) Fees. At the t ime of filing an application for a permit under this 
section, a nonrefundable filing fee shall be paid by the applicant to 
the municipal enforcing agency in accordance with a fee schedule to 
be determined by the city council, and amended from time to time by 
simple resolution. The nonrefundable fee shall be for one acre and 
additional- charge for each additional acre will be determined to 
review and inspect the site for approval of a permit, provided the 
plans meet the requirements of this Article, Part 91, and the rules 
promulgated under Par t 91, which have been adopted by reference 
in this Article, to prevent soil erosion, and off-site sedimentation 
from earth change activities. 

Sect ion 5 That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-107 of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to provide as follows: 

(a) A SESC permit shall not be issued for grading involving 
the movement of more than 1,000 cubic yards of soil 
unless the permittee shall first post with the city engineer 
a bond executed by the owner and a corporate surety with 
authority to do business in this s tate as a surety. 

Sect ion 6 That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-110, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Denial of permit . 

(a) A SESC permit shall not be issued where: 

(1) The proposed work would cause, hazards to the public 
safety and welfare; 

(2) The work as proposed by the applicant will damage any 
public or private property or interfere with any existing 
drainage course in such a manner as to cause damage to 
any adjacent property or result in the deposition of debris 
or sediment on any public way or into any waterway or 
create an unreasonable hazard to persons or property; 

(3) The land area for which grading is proposed is subject to 
geological hazard to the extent tha t no reasonable amount 
of corrective work can eliminate or sufficiently reduce 
settlement slope instability or any other such hazard to 
persons or property; 

(4) The land area for which the grading is proposed may lie 
within the 100-year floodplain of any stream or 
watercourse not specifically designated and delineated by 
the city as a n area subject to flood hazard, unless the 
permittee is acting pursuant to a permit issued by the 
State of Michigan. 

(b) The municipal enforcing agency shall approve or 
disapprove ati application for an earth change permit 
within 30 days following receipt of the application. If 
disapproved, the municipal enforcing agency shall advise 
the applicant, by certified mail, t h e conditions required for 
approval. 

Sect ion 7 That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-111, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

All modifications of the approved SESC plans must be 
submitted and approved by the city, engineer. All necessary 
sustaining reports shall be submitted with any proposal to 
modify the approved grading plan. No grading work in 
connection with any proposed modification shall be permitted 
without the approval of the city engineer. 

Section 8. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-113, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Genera l r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

(a) All earth change activities in the city shall be conducted in 
such a manner as to effectively reduce accelerated soil 
erosion and resulting sedimentation. 

(b) All persons engaged in ear th change activities in the; city 
shall design, implement and maintain acceptable1 soil-

/ erosion arid sedimentation control measures in 
conformance with Part 91, and any rules and regulations 
which may have been duly adopted for the purpose of 
reducing accelerated soil erosion. 

(c) Alhear th change activities^ in the city shall be designed, 

constructed and completed in such a manner tha t the 
exposed area of any disturbed land shall be limited to the 
shortest possible period of time. 

(d) Sediment caused by accelerated soil erosion shall be 
removed from runoff water before it leaves the site of the 
earth change activity. 

(e) Any temporary or permanent facility designed and 
constructed for the conveyance of water around, through 
or from the earth change area shall be designed to limit 
the water flow to a nonerosive velocity. 

(f) A person shall install temporary soil erosion and 
sedimentation control measures befor,e or , upon 
commencement ofthe earth change activity and shall 
maintain the measures on a daily basis. A person shall 
remove temporary soil erosion and sedimentation control 
measures after permanent soil erosion measures are in 
place and the area is stabilized. A person shall stabilize 
the area with permanent soil erosion control measures 
under approved standards and specifications as prescribed 
by R 323.1710. 

(g) A person shall complete permanent soil erosion control 
measures for all slopes, channels, ditches or any disturbed 
land area within 5 calendar days after final grading or the 
final earth change has been completed. If it is not possible 
to permanently stabilize a disturb area after an earth 
change has been completed or if significant earth change 
activity ceases, t hen a person shall maintain temporary 
soil erosion anu seuiiuentation control measures un^ii 
permanent soil erosion control measures are in place and 
the area is stabilized. 

Sect ion 9. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-115, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Minimum design standards. 

All SESC plans and specifications, including extensions of 
previously approved plans, shall include provisions for 
erosion and sediment control in accordance with, but not 
limited to, the standards contained in the State of Michigan 
Department of Management and Budget Soil Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Guidebook, Dated February 2003, or 
subsequent versions of such standards, shall be available for 
inspection in the office ofthe City Clerk and city engineer or 
the engineering division of the department of public service, 
and comply with Par t 91. 

Sect ion 10 That Chapter 42, Article TV, Section 42-116, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

(a) No permits shall be required under this Article for the 
following: 

1. Agricultural use of land zoned agricultural, where 
earth change activities involve plowing or tilling 
only. 

2. Although no permits are required under this 
subsection, the operations and constructions 
exempted from obtaining permits must comply with 
the rules and regulations concerning grading and 
erosion specified in this Article 

Sect ion 11. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-118, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Injunction; right of entry. 

(a) Notwithstanding the existenpe or pursui t of any other 
remedy, the city may mainta in an action in its own 
name in any court of competent jurisdiction for an 
injunction or other, proces against any person to 
restrain or prevent violations of this Article. 

(b) The city engineer or his duly authorized agent may 
enter at all reasonable times in or upon any private or 
public property for the purpose of inspecting and 
investigating conditions and practices which may be a 
violation of this Article, or Par t 91. 

Sect ion 12. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-119, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Violat ions and pena l t i e s . 

(a) Whenever, by the provisions of this article, the 
performance of any act is required, or the performance 
of any act is prohibited, a failure to comply with sueh 
provisions shall constitute a violation of this article. The 
failure, neglect or refusal to comply with a cease and 
desist order of the city engineer shall constitute a 
violation of this article. j . 

(b) (1) A person who violates this Article irresponsible for a 
municipal civil infraction and may be ordered to pay 
a civil fine of not more than $2,500. 

(2) An employee of the municipal enforcing agency may 
issue a municipal civil infraction violation. 

(3) A person who knowingly violates this Article or 
knowingly makes a false s ta tement in an application 
for a permit or in a soil erosion and sedimentation 
control plan is responsible for the payment of a civil 
fine of not more than $10,000 for each day of 
violation. 

(4) A person who knowingly violates this Article after 
receiving a notice of determination under Section 42-
109 or Section 42-110 is responsible for the payment 
of a civil fine of not less t han $2,500' or more than 
$25,000 for each day of violation. 

(5) A default in the payment of a civil fine or costs 
• ordered under this section or an installment of the 
fine or eosts may be remedied by any means 
authorized under the revised judicature ad of 1961, 
1961 PA 236, MCL 600.101 to 600.9948. 

(6)- In addition to a fine assessed under this section, a 
person who violates this Article is liable to the State 
for damages for injury to, destruction of or loss of 
natural resources resulting from the violation. The 
court may order a person who violates this Article to 
restore the area or areas affected by the violation to 
their condition as existing immediately prior to the 
violation. 

Sect ion 13. That Chapter 42, Article IV, Section 42-120, of the 
Westland City Code, shall be amended to read as follows: 

Authority. 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted to 
the City of Westland by Par t 91 , Soil . Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control of the Natura l Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451. 

Sect ion 14. That all other provisions of Chapter 42 of the Westland 
City Code shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 15. Severability. The various parts , sections and clauses 
of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, 
sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional 
or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

Sect ion 16. Repeal. All other Ordinances inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are to the extent of such inconsistencies 
hereby repealed. 

Sect ion 17. Publ icat ion . The City Clerk shall cause this 
Ordinance to be published in the manner required by law. 

Section 18. Effective Date . This Ordinance shall become effective 
upon publication as required by law. 

Adopted: November 20, 2006 

Effective: November 30,2006 

Publish: December 7,2006 
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WILSON 
FROM PAGE A1 

sewers, 2,800 fire hydrants and 
5,900 water valves, according to 
the city's Web site. 

Wilson has gained a wealth of 
knowledge of Westland during 
the last 23 years. A former union 
member with the American 
Federation of State, County & 
Municipal Employees Local 1602, 
he worked as^ mechanic, a water 
department lattoser; a crew leader 
and a supervisor before he 
became a city director in 2002. 

"What he has gained (in knowl­
edge), we are going to lose," long­
time Councilman Charles 
Pickering said. 

Wilson led the charge to rid 
Westland of thousands of dis­
eased trees killed by an aggressive 
insect, the emerald ash borer. His 
expertise has prompted govern­
ment officials from Chicago to 
Washington, D.C., to seek out his 
expertise. s 

Wilson conceded Monday that 
his departure is bittersweet and 
that he has worked with "some 
great people in this city? 

dclem@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2110 
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that he fired some workers and 
changed foremen in hopes of 
curtailing problems, Cicirelli 
said. 

P&R has on numerous occa­
sions drawn criticism from resi­
dents and city leaders. Last 
January, the city council split 6-
1 in a decision to stay with the 
company, with Graunstadt cast­
ing the lone dissenting vote. 

A council majority chose to 
give P&R another chance and 
save $1.2 million by staying 
with the lowest bidder for 
garbage services. 

Even then, Cicirelli had 
warned, "We're very adamant 
that we have to have exception­
ally good service." 

P&R — already fired by some 
communities — picks up 
garbage for 28,000 customers 
in Westland. This year, alone, 
Westland is paying $1.9 million 
for trash pick-up. 
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Dunkin' Donuts warms Red Kettle donors 
The people who donate at 

Salvation Army Red Kettles 
are getting special recogni­
tion this holiday season. 

Dunkin5 Donuts stores 
throughout southeastern 
Michigan are holding 
Salvation Army Appreciation 
Days Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 8-9. 

The donors who give a 
minimum $1 donation at par­
ticipating kettle sites receive 
the coupons from the 
Salvation Army bell ringers 
for a free medium, freshly 
brewed coffee or small hot 

chocolate redeemable at any 
participating Dunkin' Donuts 
locations throughout metro 
Detroit while supplies last. 

In conjunction with The 
Salvation Army Appreciation 
days, Dunkin' Donuts also 
will be randomly giving away 
pounds of Dunkin's fresh 
ground coffee at bell ringer 
sites to people who donate a 
minimum of $1 into 
Salvation Army kettles. 

Three lucky contributors to 
this year's kettle campaign 
will receive certificates from 
Dunkin' Donuts for one free 

medium coffee every week for 
one year. 

"Dunkin's appreciation 
days are our way to say thank 
you to those who serve our 
community," said Nick 
Spencer, marketing manager 
of Dunkin' Donuts. "The 
Salvation Army volunteers 
are a great group to be giving 
credit to, as they are 
extremely focused and com­
mitted to meeting the needs 
of the community in 
Michigan." 

"With the need in Metro 
Detroit higher than ever, we 

appreciate Dunkin' Donuts' 
effort to make this year's Red 
Kettle Campaign a great suc­
cess," said Russ Russell, exec­
utive director of development 
for The Salvation Army. "The 
Salvation Army serves 7)000 
meals daily and provides 
shelter to 1,700 men, women 
and children; it takes a lot of 
volunteers to make that pos­
sible and we appreciate that 
Dunkin' Donuts is honoring 
that." 

The Salvation Army 
Appreciation Days, the 
fourth in a series is Dunkin' 

Donuts way of saying ^rmnks 
to the area's hard working, ^ 
dedicated individuals who 
keep America running. 

Dunkin' Donuts has 
brewed high quality, fresh 
coffee for more than five 
decades. Today, Dunkin' is 
America's largest retailer of 
coffee-by-the-cup, serving 
nearly one billion cups of 
brewed coffee each year. 

The donors receive the 
coupons from the Salvation 
Army bell ringers that can be 
redeemed at participating 
Dunkin' Donuts stores. 
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PLEASE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 

TAKE AN EXTRA 1 5 % O F F * 
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TAKE AN EXTRA 1 5 % O F F 

sale or clearance item, 
including fine jewelry 
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•TAKE 1 0 % OFF LADIES' OUTERWEAR. 

r 

** 'W. 'H^h 'V 

3UNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted with phone.orders. 
a i u n b H U U H S : i r » vMiayo ui nuiineaioi nuis \ t t o ; t m - o f u o auu i_aure*i r a m n a t B ( i o t | aoo -muu upsn inurs. 9-10, F i t and Sat. 8-10, Sun. 10-9. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the 
American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OP ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, 

C O R N E R O F N E W B U R Q H R O A D A N D S I X M I L E R O A D . Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. Actual savings may exceed stated percentage off, "Regular" and "Original" prices reflect offering prices whloh may not have 
resulted In actual sales. Some original prices may not have been In effect during the past 30 days. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise selection may vary from one store to another. 
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mailto:dclem@hometownlife.com
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http://Flagshipvacations.com
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Listings for the Community Calendar 
should be submitted in writing. They can 
be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at 
(734) 591-7279 or by e-mail at 
smason@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, call (734) 953-2112. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Explore Girl Scouting 
Girls ages 5-17 can discover how much 
Girl Scouts has to offer all. Scouting isn't 
just about camping and cookies any­
more. Girls learn a lot about themselves 
and the world around them, form lasting 
friendships, become more confident 
independent, helpful and resourceful. 
Through Girl Scouting, girls learn the 
importance of community service and 
challenge themselves and develop value 
systems they use the rest of their lives. 
See what Girl Scouts has to offer. Call 
(800) 49-SCOUT (497-2688.) 

New Year's Eve party 
Urban Singles presents "Ring in the New 
Year," with live entertainment from 
Jimmy Howard and Company Sunday, 
Dec. 31 Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; the 
party goes until 1 a.m. The party takes 
place at the Livonia Elks, 31117 Plymouth 
Road in Livonia (between Merriman and 
Middlebelt). Tickets are $50 per person 
until Dec, 8; $60 after Dec. 8, and cover 
dinner and beverage. Dinner-is served at 
7:30 p.m. Overnight accommodations 
will be available. Deadline for tickets is 
Friday, Dec. 22. For more information, 
call Linda, (734) 507-9173, or Mary Ann, 
(734)654-0115. 

HISTORIC 

Pioneer trek 
The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has 
been designed to introduce travelers to 

the history of the area. Travelers will 
visit sites that affected the development 
of Westland as a community. Those who 
complete the trek will receive an 
embroidered patch. To start the trek, 
first visit the Westland Historical 
Museum and pick up a packet. The 
museum is at 857 N. Wayne Road and is 
open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays, except before a 
holiday. The trek is sponsored by the 
Westland Historical Commission and the 
Friends of the Westland Museum. For 
information, call (734) 326-1110. 

Friends of Eloise 
The Friends of Eloise group meets 6 p.m. 
the third Tuesday of the month in the 
dining room of the Kay Beard Building, 
on Michigan between Middlebelt and 
Merriman. All are welcome. For informa­
tion, call Jo Johnson, (734) 522-3918. 

Friends of Museum 
Friends of the Westland Historical 
Museum meet at 7 p.m. the second 
Tuesday each month except December 
at the Collins House, located at the 
museum complex, 857 N. Wayne Road. 
Call Jim Franklin at (734) 595-8119. 
Everyone is welcome. 

BINGO 

VFW Bingo 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 3323 Auxiliary 
has bingo 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at 
1055 S. Wayne Road, Westland. There is a 
snack bar. The post has bingo at 1 p.m. 
every Sunday at the same place. Call 
(734)326-3323. 

St. Mel Church 
Bingo begins at 6:45 p.m. Fridays in St.. 
Mel Church activities building, on Inkster 
Road north of Warren. Doors open at 4 
p.m. Food is available. 

Shamrock Bingo 
Bingo begins at 11 a.m. Wednesdays at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 35100 Van 

Born, east of Wayne Road in Wayne. 
Doors open at 9 a m Food is available. 
Proceeds go to charity. Call (734) 728-
3020. 

K of C Bingo 
Pope John XXiii Assembly of the Knights 
of Columbus Council 1536 hosts bingo 
games at 6:45 p.m. Thursdays. The 
games are in the Livonia Elks Lodge, 
31117 Plymouth Road, one block east of 
Merriman in Livonia. Call (734)425-2246. 

FOR SENIORS 

Friendship Center 
The Senior Resources Department 
(Friendship Center), 1119 N. Newburgh, 
Westland, offers a variety of programs 
for older adults. The Web site 
www.ci.westland.mi.us offers more infor­
mation. Call (734) 722-7632. 

Senior dinners 
The Wayne Ford Civic League hosts 
Senior Dinner Dances with live 
entertainment several times each 
month for couples and singles 50 years 
and older. The cost is $8 donation for 
members of the league and $10 
donation for non-members. All dances 
start at noon and run until 3-3:30 p.m. 
Meals include beer, wine, and fountain 
pop. For information and schedules, call 
(734)728-5010 

Crochets Knit 
A crochet and knit group meets 9:30 
a,m. every Friday at the Friendship 
Center on Newburgh near Marquette. 
Beverly Kaminski is the instructor. 
Participants should bring a type "G" cro­
chet hook. Those interested can sign up 
at the center's front desk or call (734) 
722-7632. 

Visually Impaired 
The Visually Impaired Persons (VtPs) 
support group meets 12:30 p.m. every 
Friday at the Friendship Center, 1119 N, 

Newburgh, Westland. Participants share 
information and meet others. Those 
interested in joining can be scheduled 
on a bus route for transportation. For 
information, call (734) 722-7632, 

Hearing checks 
Every third Tuesday of each month, a 
representative from Personalized 
Hearing Care of Westland will check and 
clean hearing aids free, 2-3 p.m. by 
appointment only. Call (734) 722-7632. 

Exercise 
SimplyJazzercise is designed for exer­
cisers older than 50. The program pro­
vides a low to moderate workout. The 
exercise improves strength, flexibility, 
balance, posture, coordination and car­
diovascular endurance. It incorporates 
simple dance routines with walking or 
jogging patterns and resistance exercis­
es. Wear loose-fitting clothing and com­
fortable shoes. Light weights and an 
exercise mat are suggested. Classes are 
10:15 a m Monday, 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
10:15 a m Friday, at $3 per person per 
class. Sign up at the front desk at the 
Westland Friendship Center or call (734) 
722-7632. 

Travel Group 
The Friendship Travel Group meets 1 p m 
the second Friday of each month (unless 
a large event is scheduled) in the 
Westland Friendship Center, 1119 N. 
Newburgh. Programs include celebration 
of birthdays, door prizes, description of 
new classes or programs, speakers from 
tour companies, overview of day/ 
overnight trips and refreshments. Call 
(734)722-7632. 

Dyer Center 
The Wayne-Westland school district's 
Dyer Senior Adult Center offers activities 
Monday-Thursday at the center, on 
Marquette between Wayne and 
Newburgh roads. Mondays, Senior 
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, arts, crafts 

THE GREAT GIFT SALE 
NOW THROUGH TUESDAY! 

EXTRA 20% OFF EVERY SWEATER 
FOR HER, FOR HIM & FOR KIDS * 

AND MORE SAVINGS STOREWDE: 

40% OFF FAUX SHEARLING & LONG WOOL COATS FOR HER 
30% OFF COLD WEATHER ACCESSORIES FOR HER, FOR HIM & FOR KIDS 

SALE 1759 TO 4E99 SLEEFWEAR, ROBES & SLIPPERS FOR HER Ong. & Reg. S24-S72 
R 0 % O F F ~ ' ™ " ™ ^ H A m-n. . K ^ S L v E R & M A R C A S I T E J E W E L R Y 

40° o OFF . TOPCOATS FOR HIM 

NOW THROUGH SUNDAY 
TAKE A N EXTRA 15% OFF 
Sale merchandise when you use your Lord & Taylor credit card' 
Don't have a Lord & Taylor account? Open one instantly 
and get an extra 15% off your first day's purchases" 
in addition to your Great Gift Sale savings. 
ttSubject to normal credit approval; some exclusions apply. 
See your Sales Associate for details. 

LORD & TAYLOR 

\!ft?Qiiick click! Shop us online 24/7 at lordandtaylor.com. Limited time: free standard shipping on all online orders over $100 placed today through Tuesday, December IZth. 
tExcludes all regular-price BCBG/BCBG Max Azria, men's Tommy Bahama, island Soft, Indigo Palms, Bobby Jones, Calvin Klein, Lacoste, Polo Ralph Lauren and Joseph Abboud; and kids'folo 

Ralph Lauren. Savings Pass not applicable. **Offer ends Sunday, December 10th. Includes regular-price Grant Thomas merchandise. 10% discount on men's suits, suit 
separates, sportcoats and shoes. Excludes: Sweater Specials. BRAND NAMES: All Kate Spade, BCBG/BCBG Max Azria, Marc by Marc Jacobs, Tumi, men's Marc New York outerwear. 

Marcel Schurman and Papyrus; our exclusive Qund puppy, DEPARTMENTS: Ladies' cashmere departments; cosmetics, fragrances, beauty accessories; Best Buys, watches, Motssanite 
Collection, special event promotions and designer jewelry in Fine Jewelry; Beauty Salon, restaurants, alterations & gift cards. Cannot be combined with Savings Passes or Coupons. 
Not valid on prior purchases. Bonus savings % applied to reduced prices. Not valid on telephone or internet orders, or at Levittown. Sale ends Tuesday, December 12th, except for 

clearance items or as noted. Savings off original and regular prices. No adjustments to prior sale purchases. Selected collections; not every style in every store. Our regular and original prices 
are offering prices only and may or may not have resulted in sales. Advertised merchandise may be available at sale prices in upcoming sale events. 

EXTRA HOLIDAY HOURS. Now through Friday, December 8th, 9 am to 11 pm* 
"Now through Friday, December 8th: Prudential Center 9 am to 10 pm. For the Lord & Taylor location nearest you, visit lordandtaylor.com Or call 1-800-223-7440 any day, anytime 

and needlework at 9:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays, kitchen band, 10 a m , bingo 
at 1 p m ; Thursdays, ceramics, arts, 
crafts at 9:30 am. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Toastmasters 
The Westland Easy Talkers Toastmasters 
Club can help people overcome their 
fear of speaking in front of people by 
teaching public speaking in a friendly 
and supportive atmosphere. The club 
meets at 6:30 p.m. Thursday evenings at 
Denny's Restaurant, 7725 Wayne Road at 
Cowan. For more information, call John 
Elbe at (734) 414-3401 or Curt Gottlieb at 
(734)525-8445. 

Vietnam Vets 
The Plymouth-Canton Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Chapter 528, meet at 7:30 
p m the second Monday of every month 
at the Plymouth, VFW Post 6695, on S. 
MNi Street, just north of Ann Arbor Road. 
If you served in the U.S. military between 
1964 and 1975, even, if not, "in country" 
(combat zone) you are still eligible to 
become a member. Visit the Web site 
atwww.mihometown.com/oe/Plymouth 
CantonVVA for more information. 

Friends of library 
The Friends of the William P. Faust Public 
Library organization meets at 2 p m the 
second Tuesday of each month at the 
library, 6123 Central City Parkway. Call 
(734) 326-6123, Meetings last about one 
hour and are open to the public. The 
group also holds a book sale during reg­
ular library hours at the library. 

in Harmony 
The Wayne Chapter of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society meets at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Kirk of Our Savior 
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry Hill, 
west of Wayne Road, Westland. 
Gentlemen interested in the chapter's 
Renaissance Chorus or who enjoy quar­
tering can call membership chairman 
Bob Wolf at (734) 421-1652, or attend a 
rehearsal. 

Civil Air Patrol 
Emergency service is just one of the 
congressional^ mandated missions of 
the Civil Air Patrol, which includes 
ground and air search-and-rescue oper-

' ationsJhe Civil Air Patrol, which is the 
official U.S. Air Force auxiliary, is made 
up of civilian volunteers. To learn more 
about CAP or training as an air crew or 
ground team member, contact the 
Willow Run Composite Squadron (Ml-
260). Call Capt. Dane Hansen, deputy 
commander/recruiter, at (734) 485-3021 
or visit the Web site 
www.members.home.net/capliberators/. 

Habitat help 
The Western Wayne affiliate of Habitat 
for Humanity is seeking volunteers to 
help with building homes, office duties 
and fund-raising. No experience neces­
sary. Training will be provided. For infor­
mation, call (734) 459-7744. 

Veteran's Haven 
Veteran's Haven operates a car, boat, 
camper and real estate-donation pro­
gram. Donations are tax-deductible. For 
information, call (734) 728-0527. Food is 
distributed to veterans once a month 
throughout the month and there is a 
supplemental food program 9 a.m. to 
noon Wednesdays. The Veteran Haven's 
Outreach Center 4924 S. Wayne Road two 
blocks south of Annapolis in Wayne. Any 
honorably discharged Veteran that is in 
need or homeless and wants a better 
quality of life can call (734) 728-0527. 

Zonta Club 
The Zonta Club of Northwest Wayne 
County, a service club to advance the 
status of women, meets every month on 
the fourth Monday at the Holiday Inn, 
Livonia. For more information, call Pat 
Harris at (734) 420-2920 

Franklin PTSA 
The Franklin High School PTSA is seeking 
members. Membership is open to those 
who care about the schools and the 
community. Members need not have a 
student in the school. Price is $3 for stu­
dents, $5 for adults. Checks should be 

made payable to Franklin PTSA and sent 
to 31000 Joy, Livonia Ml 48150. 

Tutorial program 
• A tutoring program for students is 

offered at the Salvation Army Wayne-
Westland Corps Community Center, 2300 
Venpy in Westland. The program, 3:45-
5:15 p m Mondays and Tuesdays, is for 
students 9 and older in Wayne, Westland 
and Romulus. For information on partici­
pating or volunteering, call Tyrone 
Peterson, (734) 722-3660. Tutors need to 
have at least a high school education. 

FOR YOUR HEALTH 

Eating Disorders 
Get help, get real information and real 
expectations, at an eating disorder sup­
port group which meets 7-8:30 p m 
Wednesday in the auditorium of Garden 
City Hospital, 6245 Inkster Road, Garden 
City. All meetings are closed: for people 
of ail ages with eating disorders and are 
free of charge. Family and friends sup­
port is on the second Wednesday of the 
month while parents support is on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month. Call 
Darlene at (734) 324-3089. 

Advocacy group 
.: The Wayne-Westland Alliance for the 

Mentally ill, a self-help and advocacy. 
group, meets at 7 p.m. the first and third 
Thursday of the month at St. John's 
Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne Road, at 
Bayview, Westland. For more informa­
tion, call {734} 362-8825. 

TOPS 
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) No. 28 
meets at 7 p.rn. every Tuesday at Good 
Shepherd Reformed Church, 6500 N. 
Wayne Road, Westland. Weigh-in is 6-6:45 
p m For more information, call Jackie at 
(734)722-7225. 

Menopause S More 
A Menopause S More support group for 

women meets 7-9 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of the month in Classroom 2 
of the west addition of the Marian 
Women Center of St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile, Livonia. No 
registration is necessary, and the group . 
is free of charge. For more information, 
call (734) 655-1100. 

Support group 
A support group for people with chronic 
illness meets on Fridays every other 
week, at the Westside Mental Health 
Services, 32932 W. Warren, Suite 103, 
Westland. The support group is a service 
of Awareness Counseling Services. There 
is a $10 for each meeting which will be 
facilitated by a professional. For more 
information, call (734) 513-8295 or (313) 
562-2800. 

AIM 
Anxiety or panic attacks? AIM 
(Agoraphobics In Motion) meets at 7:30 
p m Thursdays at Faith Lutheran Church, 
30000 Five Mile, between Middlebelt and 
Merriman in Livonia. AIM is a support 
group for those working on recovery 
from anxiety disorder or phobias. Call 
(248)547-0400. 

Childbirth classes 
Garden City Hospital, on Inkster Road at 
Maplewood, is sponsoring classes for 
parents of newborns, weekend childbirth 
instruction, a refresher childbirth educa­
tion course and a new support group for 
expectant teens. For information on pro­
grams, call (734) 458-4330. 

Childbirth Association 
Classes for childbirth preparation are 
offered at several Wayne County loca­
tions. Morning and evening classes are 
available. Registering new classes every 
month. Newborn care classes and 
Cesarean birth preparation are also 
offered. Call (734)459-7477. 

Fibromyalgia 
The Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and CFS 
Association Support Group meets 1-3 
p.m. the first Thursday of each month at 
Merriman Road Baptist Church on 
Merriman south of Ford. There are guest 
speakers and discussion on a variety of 
topics. There is no membership fee, how­
ever a small donation is greatly appreci­
ated. Call Lucy Rowley at (734) 462-1768. 

Newspapers for Christmas. This 
>f "cuties" will run in our papers 

*r 
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W h y do so many peop le own the 
acc la imed Bose® Wave® music system? 

• Stephen Williams of Newsday 

says it "makes the music 

special" and "is simplicity 

itself - and simply terrific." 

• Setup is easy: Just plug it in. 

• No large speakers. No 

towering rack of electronics. 

No wires running around 

your room. 

• Jonathan Takiff of the Philadelphia 

Daily News cafls it "an extraordi­

nary performer." 

• It's less than 15 inches wide/so 

you free up lots of space. 

• Fits elegantly on your living room 

end table, kitchen countertop or 

bedroom nightstand. 

• No knobs or dials. The audio 

fine-tunings are automatically 

done for you. 

• Play CDs, MP3 CDs or CD-

R/RWs. Whichever you like. 

• You can order it together with 

the optional Multi-CD Changer to 

enjoy hours of music without 

interruption. And you'll save $50 

if you order them today. 

• The changer is designed exclu­

sively for the Wave® music 

system. Together they stand just 

6V2 inches high. 

• The slim remote controls every 

feature. 

Wave® music system 
shown in Graphite Gray. 

• You can connect your TV or MP3 

player and enjoy them with 

noticeably better sound. 

• It has six FM and six AM presets. 

So you can quickly find your 

favorite stations. 

• It reproduces even deeper notes 

than the renowned original Waveq 

radio/CD. Instruments are clearer 

and better defined. 

• Play your favorite song and hear 

what you've been missing. 

you're listening to a...system 

costs five times more." 

The breakthrough waveguide 

speaker technology behind the 

room-filling sound was invented 

by Bose, and only Bose has it. 

You may find yourself turning off 

the TV and rediscovering music. 

Wayne Thompson of the Oregonian 

calls it "one-of-a-kind...my choice 

for product of the year." 

• It's made by Bose, the most 

respected name in sound. So 

you know it's of high quality. 

• Awarded the coveted "best of 

the best" at the international 

Red Dot awards for outstand­

ing design and innovation. 

• It's a gift you feel confident in 

giving, knowing it wil l be used 

and appreciated every day. 

• Use it to replace a much more 

expensive multi-component 

stereo, and appreciate the value. 

• There's a clock, and an alarm 

with gently rising volume to 

soothe you into your day. 

• Rich Warren of the News-Gazette 

says "the Wave Music System wil l 

flat out seduce you." 

• Hearing is believing. Use the 

30-day Excitement Guarantee to 

try it in your home - risk free. 

• Move it from room to room: The 

backup memory system stores 

your settings without batteries. 

• Choose Platinum White or 

Graphite Gray to match your 

d£cor. 

• Even the financing is convenient. 

Use your own major credit card 

to make 12 easy payments, with 

no interest charges from Bose.* 

SAVE $50 when you order the Wave0 

music system with our Multi-CD 
Changer by December 31, 2006. 

'Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1S00 paid by major credit card. Additional financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly 
installments with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active financing program per customer. ©2006 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® music system design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. 
Financing end reduced price on Multi-CD Changer package not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. If Wave* music system is returned, Multi-CD Changer must be returned for a full refund. Risk free refers to 30-day trial only and does not include 
return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, WintBr/04. ' . 
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Gift wrapping, toy drive by Ladies of Harley 
benefit Children's Leukemia Foundation 

The Ladies of Harley, Motor 
City Chapter, will collect toys 
and wrap gifts at Motor City 
Harley-Davidson in 
Farmington Hills on weekends 
throughout December to sup­
port Children's Leukemia 
Foundation pf Michigan. 

Gift wrapping is offered free 
of charge, however, the group is 
asking that individuals make a 
donation to CLF. 

The Ladies of Harley will be 
wrapping gifts on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in December, including Dec. 9, 
10,16,17,23, and 24. The holi­
day and birthday gift wrapping 
paper for this event was donat­
ed by the owners of Motor City 
Harley-Davidson. 

The Ladies of Harley are also 
collecting new, un-wrapped 
toys for the Children's 
Leukemia Foundation's 
Holiday Toys program, which 
provides gift packages to child 
patients and their siblings, ancr 
to the children of adult patients 
that have been affected by 
leukemia. 

During the 2006 holiday sea­
son, CLF will provide gift pack­
ages to more than 950 children 
and teens (3,800 gifts) 
throughout the _state. For more 
information about toys that are 
needed and the holiday toys 
program, go to www.leukemi-
amichigan.org. 

The Ladies of Harley is a 
group of female Harley-
Davidson enthusiasts that pro­
mote activities and adventures 
from within a local Harley 

A 
Randolph A. "Scotty" Adam 

Adam, 87, of Warren, died Nov. 29. 
Frederick D. "Fred" Atiyeh 

Atiyeh, 84, died Dec. 3. 
B 

Cheryl A* Baker 
Baker, 61, died Nov. 30. 

tivadar "Tiv" Balogh 
Balogh, 79, died Dec. 1. 

C 
Virginia Catherine Clohset 

Clohset of Birmingham, died Dec. 2. 
D 

Stanley J. Dobis 

Ladies of Harley, Motor City Chapter, will wrap gifts at Motor City Harley-
Davidson to benefit the Children's Leukemia Foundation of Michigan. From 
left: Lesley Merlino of Farmington Hills, Michelle Nedry of Warren, Jennifer 
Johnson of Redford, Sharyn Hughes of Redford, Kate Pulk of Westland, Carole 
Pulk of Taylor, Susy Loffman of Livonia, Elisandra Figueroa of Detroit, Jessica 
Chamberlain of Hartland and Sarah Akroyd of Novi. 

Owners Group (HOG) chapter. 
"It is a wonderful opportuni­

ty to give back at the holidays,", 
said Ladies of Harley officer 
Sharyn Hughes, of Redford. 
"We are so happy to have the 
opportunity to support 
Michigan families facing cancer 
especially at this time of year." 

Since 2000, Ladies of 
Harley gift-wrapping efforts 
have raised more than $12,500 
for the programs and services 
of Children's Leukemia 
Foundation of Michigan. 

Motor City Harley-Davidson 
is located at 34900 Grand 
River Ave, Farmington Hills, 
MI, 48335. For more informa-

DEATHS 

Dobis, 76, died Dec. 2. 
G 

Margaret Rockwell Gregory 
Gregory, 96, died Dec. 2. 

K 
Paul R. Kuebler Sr. 

Kuebler, 89, formerly of Birmingham, 
died Dec. 4. 

M 
Caroline Ford Mason 

Mason, 91, formerly of Birmingham, 
died Oct. 27, 

S 
Mary I. Siddall 

Siddall, 85, of Bioomfield Hills, died 

tion on the Ladies of Harley toy 
drive or the gift-wrapping 
fundraiser, please contact 
Motor City Harley-Davidson at 
(248) 473-7433. 

Children's Leukemia 
Foundation of Michigan is an 
independent, statewide organi­
zation that provides informa­
tion, financial assistance, and 
emotjonal support to adults 
and children affected by 
leukemia, lymphoma, and 
related blood disorders. 
Founded in 1952, Children's 
Leukemia Foundation of 
Michigan currently serves more 
than 3,700 families throughout 
the state. , 

Dec. 2. 
Doioris Sinkovich 

Sinkovich, 89, of Westland, died Oct. 2. 
T 

Nancy Rothfuss Theurer 
Theurer, 79,' of Bioomfield Hiils, died . 
Dec. 2. 

W 
Harold R. "Butch" Watton 

Watton, 65, of Canton, died Dec. 1. 

Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's newspaper in 
Passages on page A16. 

Cookie Walk 
The First United Methodist 

Church of Wayne will hold a 
Cookie Walk 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Dec. 9, at the church, 
3 Towne Square, across from 
the Wayne Post Office. 

• Featured will be specialty 
cookies, breads, pies and can­
dies, all homemade. Specialty 
orders also will be taken for 
pumpkin rolls - $6 for a half 
roll and $ 12 for a whole roll. 

Prices are $4 for a small con­
tainer of cookies, $8 for a 
medium container and $12 for 
a large container. Candy will be 
sold by the pound. 

For more information, call 
the church at (734) 721-4801. 

Bowl with Santa 
The Plymouth-Westland 

Grange 389 will hot Bowling 
with Santa 1-3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec, 10, at Town-N-Country 
Lanes at Wayne Road and 
Avondale in Westland. 

The cost is $7 per child and 
includes one game of bowling, 
shoes, hot dog and pop, pres­
ent ajid a visit from Santa 
Claus. A portion of the pro­
ceeds will benefit Wildwood 
Elementary School and the 
Westland Goodfellows. 

Tickets are available by 
sending a check, payable to 
(grange 389, to Bowl with 
Santa, 38015 Sherwood St., 
Westland, MI 48185, or by call­
ing Jeffrey Goodfellow at (734) 
722-8324. 

Christmas play 
Gethsemane Missionary 

Baptist Church in Westland 
has invited the public to a free 
Christmas play and dinner at 4 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16, at the 
church, located at 29066 Eton. 

For more information, call 
(734) 721-2557. Transportation 
may be provided upon request. 

Pancake breakfast 
There's a good chance Santa 

Claus will be on hand for a 
pancake breakfast, hosted by 
the Westland Jaycees, 8-10 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at the 
Applebee's on Warren Road in 
Westland. 

Tickets are $6 for all-you-
can eat pancakes, meat and 
juice. Proceeds will go to bene­
fit various community projects, 
such as the Jaycees' annual 

AROUND WESTLAND 

Easter Egg Scramble and 
Spring Youth Dance. 

To purchase tickets or for 
more information, call Jenn or 
Mike at (734) 437-6354. 

Dining To Donate 
•':"' Enjoy a meal that's filling -
and fulfilling Thursday, Dee. */' 
14, at Applebee's Restaurant, 
Warren at Central C i t y ' 
Parkway, in Westland. t < 

Fliers are available to~pres-
ent that day to get 20 percent 
of the bill donated to the 
Westland Rotary. Participants 
also are asked to bring #n 
unwrapped toy for the '' 
Salvation Army. 

Christmas party 
An unwrapped toy is the 

price of a ticket to the 
Westland Community 
Foundation's annual holiday 
event Tuesday, Dec. 12, in the 
media center of John Glenn 
High School. 

The get-together will be 6-8 
p.m. and feature classical holi­
day music performed by the 
John Glenn Singers and 
refreshments and hors d'oeu-
vres prepared by the culinary 
arts program at the William D. 
Ford Career Technical Center. 

The toys will be given to the 
Salvation Army's Westland 
Corps.' 

John Glenn High School is 
on Marquette, west of Wayne 
Road. For more information, 
or to reserve a spot, call (734) 
595-7727-

Holiday music 
The sounds of the season 

will echo through Westland 
Shopping Center with musical 
performances by local groups. 

The five-piece Phil Gram All 
Stars will perform classic holi­
day music 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 12 and 19, in the East 
Court, while 3 D's & W, a bar­
bershop quartet, will perform 
throughout the mall 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 and 20, 
and Friday, Dec. 15 and 22. 

Also performing will be 
Plymouth Baptist Church 
Choir 8-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 7; in the JC Penney Court, 
and Our Lay of Good Counsel 
Choir Group 11 a.m. to noon 
Friday, Dec. 15, also in the JC 
Penney Court. 

Youngsters can stop by and 
see Santa 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. now 

through Saturday, Dec. 9 and 
Dec. 11-14. Additional hours 
will be 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dec. 10 
and 17,10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 
15,9 a.m. to 8 p.m.. Dec. 16,17 
and 23 and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24. 

With the holiday shopping 
season in full swing, the mall 
will be open a variety of hours 
during the month. It will be 
open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. now 
through Thursday, Dec. 7-
Other hours include 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Dec. 8 and 17,9 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Dec. 11-15, 8 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Dec. 16,18-23, and 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Dec. 24. 

The mall will be closed 
Christmas Day, but will re­
open 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 26. 
It will return to normal hours 
Dec. 27-30, then open 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Dec. 31 and Jan. 1. 

Book sale 
The Friends of the Library 

will hold a book sale Dec. 8-10, 
at the William P. Faust Public 
Library on Central City 
Parkway north of Ford. For 
more information, call (734) 
326-6123. 

Euchre games 
Friday Night 

Euchre/Pinochle Card Parties 
start at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Bernardine Parish in Westland. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. No part­
ner is needed. 

Admission is $5 admission 
includes refreshments, snacks 
and cash prizes. A 50/50 raffle 
also is available. The scheduled 
dates are Dec. 15, Jan. 7, 512, 
26 and Feb. 2,9,16. For more 
information, call (734) 427-
5150. 

Bingo 
The Dyer Senior Center 

invites residents to play Bingo 
at 1 p.m. Wednesdays at the 
center, 36745 Marquette, 
Westland. For more informa­
tion, call Mary Browe at (734) 
419-2020. 

Praise and worship 
Westwood Community 

Church holds praise and wor­
ship services at 10 a.m. 
Sundays at 6500 N. Wayne 
Road at Hunter in Westland. 
The church also offers a chil­
dren's church and nursery. For 
more information, call (734) 
254-0093. 
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Illegal immigration called a 
threat to nation's identity 

BY ALEX LUNDBERG 

STAFF WRITER 

More than jobs, the tfriited 
States stands to lose its identity 
as a nation if it does not start 
cracking down on the tide of ille­
gal immigrants coursing into the 
country. 

That was the message of 
Colorado U.S. Rep. Tom 
Tancredo when he addressed a 
crowd of about 75 people at a 
private residence in West 
Bloomfield Friday night. 

Tancredo said the recent 
midterm election was not a ref­
erendum on illegal immigration. 
If anything, the returns in the 
districts that mattered said 
Americans are concerned about 
the state of their borders. 
Democrats who think they can 
turn against that are flirting with 
disaster. 

'Anywhere people were voting 
on immigration they voted with 
us," he said. "If they come out 
with an amnesty plan they'll see 
their razor-thin majority disap­
pear." 

He also said it's a mistake to 
think the people who want to 
strengthen borders are racists. 
It's not about race, it's not about 
creed or religion, he said. It's 
about who the people of the 
United States are as a group. 

'All we are saying is 'become 
an American,'" Tancredo said. 
"Diversity is a wonderful thing 
until it becomes the only thing. 
We cannot have diversity be the 
glue that holds us together." 

The problem, he said, is that a 
lot of people come to this coun­
try and do not assimilate. The 
languages of the old country do 
not disappear in favor of English 
and, in the particular case of 
immigrants from south of the 
border, a mentality of not having 
moved at all persists. 

"They say they've always lived 
in America, which is true if 
you're talking about the conti-

U.S. Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-CoJorado, tells listeners that immigration reform is 
not just about jobs, it's about the identity of the nation itself. 

nent," Tancredo said. "But what 
purpose is there in citizenship if 
America is just a place on the 
map?" 

The congressman's visit went 
from a plan to a reality just a few 
months ago and the hosts' West 
Bloomfield home was packed 
with guests to hear his com­
ments. The event was not a 
debate and there was no one 
there to be converted. The guests 
were already familiar with the 
program and murmured their 
approval whenever familiar 
catchphrases or terms floated 
over the conversation. 

Linda Roth, the host of the 
event and incoming president of 
the Bloomfield Republican 
Women's Club, said she met the 
representative in Washington, 
D.C., and offered the invitation 
for him to come to Michigan and 
speak on the topic. She said it's 
time for the nation to start 
enforcing its laws and the wall, 
while not a total solution, could 
stop millions from entering the 
country illegally. 

Her husband agreed, saying 
the debate was already causing 
changes. 

'Apple growers in Washington 

(state) are already seeing a 
change," said David Roth. "If we 
have to pay extra for American-
picked fruits, we'll pay extra," 

Bloomfield Township resident 
Elaine Bernia said mere are defi­
nite dangers to letting the bor­
ders go soft. 

"A country that does not 
defend its borders is hot a coun­
try," she said. "We have to secure 
our borders, we have to know 
who's coming in. We already 
know terrorists to get into the 
country and it's irresponsible not 
to know who people are and 
where they live." 

While the crowd was appre­
ciative, he acknowledged there 
are significant hurdles standing 
between his views and the way 
the country does business. 

Namely: Until there's some­
thing done to stop people from 
hiring illegals there's no way to 
keep them from coming to 
America to take those jobs. 

"There's one thing we can do 
and that's to enforce the laws, if 
we did that we'd go a long way 
toward solving this problem," 
Tancredo said. "The national 
chamber of commerce has lob­
bied heavily against that" 

Help the Goodfellows 
Old Newsboys' Goodfellow Fund of Detroit 
Dept. 77332, PO Box 77000, Detroit, Ml 48277-0132 

to help ensure that 
Dear Goodfellows: 
Yes, I would like to make a donation of $_ 
"No child goes without a Christmas." 

| G Enclosed is my check, made payable to the Goodfellow Fund of Detroit 
[ or 
J • I authorize you to debit my bank card for the above donation to the 
| Goodfellow Fund of Detroit. 
i 

! Signature 
Please take a moment and fili out 
this coupon with a donation to the 
Old Newsboys' Goodfellow Fund 

. of Detroit. Every penny that's 
donated is spent to help needy 
metro Detroit schoolchildren. They 
will receive a much appreciated and 
needed gift box containing clothing, 
shoes, socks, underwear-and even a 
small gift for the holidays. 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: 

U Visa • MasterCard 

Card Number:. 

Expiration Date: MONTH 
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OVER 40 STYLES O F ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS 

CEDAR CHESTS ON SALE See our Home Office Display 
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• Reclining 
• Sectionals 
• Recliners 
• Leather 
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"Fine Traditional Furnishings" 
2945 S. WAYNE ROAD • WAYNE 

(4 blks N. of Michigan Ave.) 
734-721-1044 
www.wmcfranksfurniture.com 

Holiday Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9 am - 9 pm • Tues., Wed., Sat. 9 am - 6 pm • Sun. Noort-5 pm 
i^14.-Oi£KS^Ji£i^: 

Radio show 
exceeds its 
Toys for 
Tots goal 

Jim Harper & The Magic 
Morning show have not only 
met, but exceeded their goal 
in raising 25,000 toys for 
the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves' Toys For Tots 
Campaign! 

The annual Toys For Tots 
Campaign toured Twelve 
Oaks Mall, Laurel Park 
Place, Northland Mall, 
Macomb Mall and Oakland 
Mall, collecting new, 
unwrapped toys for the U.S. 
Marine Corps program. 

This year's grand totals 
were 25,591 toys collected 
and $13,95,4 collected. 

On-air sponsors of the 
2006 Toys For Tots collec­
tion program are Rock 
Financial and Holiday 
Automotive. Toys can still 
be donated at Art Van, 
Chicken Shack or Farmer 
Jack until Dec. 14.. 
Participating toy drop off 
locations are listed at 
www.DetroitMagic.com. 
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Gordon Chevrolet's Susan lanni and WMGC's Jim Harper talk about the 
Toys program and her involvement with the WMGC cookbook project that 
benefits the Capuchin Soup Kitchen. 

Ron Blauet 
o f the 
Michigan 
Humane 
Society and 
Jim Harper 
of WMGC 
talk about 
sets and 
Holidays 
during the 
"oys for 
Us 
p ogram. 

Kitchen Top Shop Inc. 

SALE ON 
• * 

2M8-H77-1515 
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?)£troit Castern Market 

Shop Eastern Market 
for all your Holiday needs! 

Enjoy a day of shopping, then unwind and enjoy a 
dining experience at one of our many great restaurants. 

For a complete listing of shops & restaurants 
call 313-833-9300 or visit 

www.detroiteasternmarket.com 

r 
Blue Crass 
H u e Shield 
Blue Care Network 
of Michigan 

2007 Open Enrollment Period is 
November 15th - December 31st, 2006 

38 DAYS LEFT until open enrollment ends 

D o you have questions and need answers to which plan is excellent 
for you? Let Ann Arbor financial help you at no cost. You can set up 
an appointment to meet with an agent and complete all forms either 

in our local office or by mail. Ann 
Arbor Financial will assist you with 
ail of your Medicare supplemental 
needs. 

Call Today! 
734-416-8100 Local 

866-699-6566 Toll Free ANN ARBOR 
F I N A N C I A L 

729 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth, MI 48170 
Ph: (734) 416-8100 • Fax: (734) 416-8250 

www.annarborfmancial.com 

Call today for an appointment or to have 
materials sent via mail or email. 

OE08492751 

http://www.h6metownlife.com
http://www.wmcfranksfurniture.com
http://www.DetroitMagic.com
http://www.detroiteasternmarket.com
http://www.annarborfmancial.com
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OUR VIEWS 

Seeking opinion 
is good decision 

Change is coming to city government Jan. 1. That's 
when Mayor. Sandra Cicirelli will become a judge in 18th 
District Court and Councilman Richard LeBlanc will 
become the community's new state representative. 

That leaves two positions to be filled with guidance 
from the City Charter which indicates that the positions 
will be filled by a majority vote of council until the next 
city election. 

Part of what will happen in January isn't new. Many 
times, the council has had to fill vacancies, most recently 
during the resignations of some and recall of other coun­
cil members during the dispute over the firing of City 
Clerk Patricia Gibbons. 

Council members will nominate candidates and then 
determine LeBlanc's replacement by a majority vote. In 
making the decision, we hope they will strive to ensure all 
segments of the city are represented. 

But filling the mayor's position is uncharted waters for 
the council. Cicirelli is the first mayor to leave office 
before the end of her elective term. The charter does 
address what should be done if there is a vacancy in an 
elective posi t ion, and. while it seems quite specific, 
Council President William Wild is asking the city attor­
ney for an opinion. 

We're glad to see Wild make the request. He has long 
been rumored to be on the track to fill the city's top office 
with Cicirell's departure, and an opinion, even if it reiter­
ates charter language, takes armchair quarterbacking out 
of the appointment mix. 

We trust in the council's ability to fill both vacancies 
with qualified individuals and look forward to a smooth 
and orderly transition. There are many issues facing the 
city and the quicker this one is settled, the sooner the oth­
ers can be addressed. 

Governor's tax plan 
offers a solid start 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm has thrown out a challenge to 
the Republican majority in the Legislature to act now on 
a bold new business tax plan to replace the Single 
Business Tax. 

It is unlikely that the GOP will take the governor's bait. 
Instead, it will leave any action on a new tax to the next 
Legislature, with a Republican-controlled Senate and a 
Democratic-controlled House. 

But after much debate, complaining and posturing, the 
governor's proposal has a lot of merit and offers an excel­
lent starting point for discussing the state's troubled tax 
system. 

The governor began with some key goals. First, she 
wants, to create a revenue-neutral tax. The SBT accounted 
for almost $2 billion, about 22 percent of state revenues. 
Granholm has been adamant that all or most of that rev­
enue needs to be replaced to pay for government services. 

She also wanted a tax with the broadest base and the 
lowest tax rate possible, a substantial reduction in per­
sonal property tax, an elimination of tax on payroll, bene­
fits and health care (a major problem with the SBT) and 
to preserve economic development. 

Granholm's proposal firmly addresses these goals and, 
according to her office's calculations, 77 percent of busi­
nesses will actually see a tax reduction. 

She also argues that her proposal will make Michigan 
highly competitive with other states. In the state's efforts 
to attract new high-tech businesses, while holding on to 
our manufacturing base, the proposal includes more than 
$125 million in tax credits for high-tech businesses. 

Some businesses, insurance and real estate, will see a 
tax increase. But Granholm argues that Michigan's insur­
ance taxes will go from the third lowest to the sixth lowest 
in the country. 

The base for the Michigan Business Tax includes a tax 
on assets, in addition to taxes on gross receipts and 
income. Many argue that this could be a problem. 

The state needs to balance establishing a competitive 
tax environment with providing needed state and local 
government services. We can not and should not sacrifice 
one for the other. 

Any proposal by a governor must work its way through 
the legislative process. The governor has done her part by 
offering a viable alternative to the SBT, which expires in 
autumn of next year. 

It may be too much to expect the lame-duck session to 
act. But the new Legislature should move quickly to build 
on the governor's proposal and to pass a tax plan as soon 
as possible that will retain and attract businesses and jobs 
to our troubled state. 

Then the Legislature should begin the process of 
changing the rest of the state's structurally unbalanced 
tax system. 
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Change way we vote 
Every voter in America should want 

their vote to count and to be recounted, if 
necessary with a paper ballot. I support 
any initiative to change the way we vote in 
order to protect the vote. 

What we have witnessed in the past sev­
eral elections is how electronic voting 
machines are subject to great error. They 
are also subject to possible tampering of 
which we have never known before. 

Americans need to believe their efforts 
to vote results in fair election results. 

Patricia Linna 
Westland 

Republican propaganda 
The elections are over and there are 

opinions from the multitude of pundits 
for every possible explanation. Democrats 
won, Republicans didn't lose, Democrats 
didn't win, Republicans were turned back, 
ad nauseurn. 

Right wing pundits try to see one rea­
son for every single event, i.e., election 
result. They continue to propose the coun­
try is more conservative since the Reagan 
administration. That may be true, but it 
was brought upon this nation by fascist 
means and that may be the single contrib­
utor for the recent election results. 

In the days of Hitler, the communica­
tions secretary had written an outline to 
overthrow a government from within. 
One of the most influential points was 
control of the media and the media 
becoming sympathetic to the fascist gov­
ernment. Control the spin, create hysteria 
within the people, keep the populace 
unsettled, and restrict freedom for patri­
otic reasons. 

This nation is more conservative 
because of the rise in conservative talk 
radio and the creation of a Republican 
propaganda network The first, conserva­
tive talk radio, is neither. It has become a 
mouthpiece for the Republican party, 
which is not conservative. The adminis­
tration sends out talking points for con­
servative talk radio hosts to follow for the 
week to promote the Republican agenda. 

I would suggest the next time you travel 
that you listen to local talk radio in vari­
ous parts of the country. The subjects are 
the same wherever you go. Talk radio is 
done by an informed centrist host or mod­
erator and enjoys discussions with the 
people from all perspectives, the only 
restrictions being that callers be civil. 
Today's conservative talk radio hosts are 
propagandists promoting an agenda^ 
berating any caller with opposition or dif­
ferent perspective to their point of view. 

The second is the creation of a propa­
ganda network, Fox Broadcasting. This is 
not a news network or media outlet, it is 
purely a propaganda network for this 
administration, and the close.relation­
ships show how responsive it is to the 
administration's needs. Many White 
House personnel will not speak with any 
other media. This more than anything 
demonstrates the collusion of the 
Republican propaganda network with the 
administration. 

The Republican propaganda network 
makes false claims continuously. One is 
that they are fair and balanced. This was 
ruled as propaganda by a New York court 
and now the Fox network is not permitted 
to use the phrase. Another is that the 
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media is liberally biased. This is true in 
one sense only. Several studies have 
shown that the right wing is overly repre­
sented in the liberally biased media. The 
means the right wing has more informa­
tion representing their point of view than 
their opposition. 

If the media were truly fair and bal­
anced, I think George Bush and his cor­
rupt and immoral administration would 
be removed from office. And when 
American citizens are returned to the 
White House, I think the Republican 
propaganda network will be closed and 
shamed for what it truly is, a fascist prop­
aganda network. 

Frances Meese 
Westland 

Where are the contestants? 
This is a sad situation. Our Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Post 3323 and its Ladies 
Auxiliary promote a scholarship program 
for high school students in grades 9-12. 
The Voice of Democracy Program is a 
national program sponsored by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States and the ultimate national scholar­
ship is $25,000. 

Our local high schools, John Glenn and 
Wayne Memorial, do not promote this 
program to the students, do not make it a 
classroom project, nor do they encourage 
their students to enter the contest on their 
own. 

I have even had this published on cable 
and in the local newspapers. I have placed 
flyers in and around the local area with 
telephone numbers for contact informa­
tion. All my efforts have been to no avail. 

It is no wonder that I don't vote in favor 
of any scHool taxes for our teachers. I do 
happen to know that parochial schools are 
more willing to encourage their students 
to enter the contest and some parochial 
schools in the metropolitan area have 
obtained as many as 90 applications. 
Thought has been given to sponsoring a 
school that is.more cooperative. 

The contest is simple for the high school 
students. The Voice of Democracy topic is 
selected by our national VFW organiza­
tion. The student must write an essay on 
that topic and record it as though they 
were presenting it to an audience. The 
speech must be between 3^5 minutes in 
length. We even offer to transport our 
first-place student to the University of 
Detroit where the student has the oppor­
tunity to have their speech recorded pro­
fessionally for further competition. The 
future leaders of our country do not seem 
to be interested in an effort that requires a 
little thought and preparation. 

I always wonder why our students are 
remiss in trying to obtain scholarship 
money and why the teachers do not "push" 
their students to strive for excellence. Our 
post entry level is small, but the ultimate 
rewards are great. If I had school-aged 
children, I would definitely send them to a 
parochial school. 

Sandra Borieo 
Westiand 

LPS Facing Ford's woes? 
In the Nov. 30 edition of the Observer I 

read with interest a letter submitted by 
Mary Kalif who works for the LPS 
Transportation Department. Ms. Kalif 

shared her comments on the volunteer 
work that I have been doing at Webster 
School to document the performance of 
the LPS Transportation Department 
which was the subject of an Observer arti­
cle on Nov. 19. 

I personally find the efforts of the LPS 
bus drivers, dispatchers, parapros and 
mechanics to be commendable as they are 
doing the best they can do trying to make 
an unworkable system function. 

The blame for the unacceptable trans­
portation department startup this school 
year lays at the door of the Board of 
Education and the "Cabinet" of the LPS 
administration. In the rush to implement 
the Legacy Initiative, many details were 
not investigated nor addressed in a 
methodical manner, transportation being 
a graphic example. 

Quoting the Webster Priricipal, "It usu­
ally takes two weeks to get the busses 
straightened out at the start of school 
every year." This year it took eight weeks 
to sort out the transportation system for 
Webster which disrupted the startof -— 
classes on more days than not as 60 per­
cent plus of the students were not in the 
school by the second bell due to bus 
delays. 

Thousands of employees of the Ford 
Motor Co., who are losing their jobs after 
years of dedicated service to the company, 
are not to blame for their pending job loss 
nor are they to blame for the company's 
poor financial performance. Ford's top 
management team is the guilty parry who 
made decisions five or six years ago which 
were clearly faulty as evidenced by the loss 
of market share and the $10 billion plus 
loss Ford will post this year. 

It may behoove the LPS Board of 
Education to reflect on Ford's predica­
ment of declining market share due to 
investing billions of dollars in products 
people don't want to buy. I see LPS sliding 
head long toward a similar fate. 

Ms. Kalif had concerns regarding my 
tardiness at work daily due to monitoring 
of the bus arrival times at Webster. She 
need not worry, I own the company where 
I am employed, and feel it's my duty as a 
parent to invest whatever time necessary 
to make my daughter and her peers at 
Webster as successful as they can be. Our 
nation's future depends on this genera­
tion's success. 

Laurence Bernhardt 
Livonia 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Westland Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
smason@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
"I wanted to give back to the community. I had mentors in my life, and it seemed like the right thing to do." 
- Allen Coleman about why he got the bylaws changed for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metropoli tan Detroit to let members 

of its board by mentors. 

http://www.hometownlife.cbm
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Anonymous mailings cowardly 
way to deal with resentment 

r 

i 

Brad 

Kadrich 

7-. 

A
fter years of poring through police 
reports as part of the job, I got a chance 
Monday to do something I'd never done. 

Make a police report. 
I sat with Plymouth Police Officer 

Christopher Lahtinen for about 30 min­
utes, describing in as much detail as there 
was the third dog-feces-filled letter I'd got­
ten in three months. It came Nov. 28, this 
time in a cardboard U.S. Post Office enve­

lope, rather than the 
r™ paper/bubble-wrap 

| 1 , envelopes that carried the 
first two. 

They'd been arriving 
about once a month, child­
ish responses to something 
either the paper had printed 
(the first one contained a 
photocopy of a letter to the 
editor) or something I'd 
written (the last two con­
tained photocopies of 

columns I'd written). All three had hand­
written, derogatory statements challenging 
my integrity. 

And all three contained old, stinky dog 
poop, just sprinkled in the bottom of the 
envelope. 

The first had four stamps on it, but it 
hadn't been mailed, simply dropped in our 
mailbox. The second and third were post­
marked from Detroit, apparently to dis­
guise the mailer's true origin. Of course, 
had the sender been a bit smarter, he'd have 
realized that was more trouble than it was 
worth, since there's very little chance any­
one is ever going to catch him. 

Officer Lahtinen, a very professional 
young man, dutifully took all the pertinent 
information, let me know they'd be sending 
the envelope to the Michigan State Police 
Crime lab. I'd already talked to postmaster 
Dennis Wieczorek and Plymouth Police 
Chief Wayne Carroll, both of whom 
expressed a willingness to do what is neces­
sary and a belief it won't really do much 
good. 

Wieczorek pointed out it isn't actually 
against the law to send dog poop through 
the mail, although the sender is probably 
violating some health code. Carroll suggest­
ed I file a harassment complaint, although 
he noted the sender was probably smart 
enough to wear gloves, thus eliminating the 
chance for finding fingerprints. 

I'm not so sure. If you're stupid enough to 
send dog poop through the mail over some­
thing a columnist wrote, I'm not sure you're 
smart enough, or careful enough, to worry 
about fingerprints. But I digress. 

The last thing Lahtinen said to me was, 
"If you get any other letters let us know and 
we'll add it to the file. From the looks of 
things, you're due for one in a couple of 
weeks." 

It came early. 
When I got back to the office Monday, the 

letter sat in our pile of mail. Postmarked 
again from Detroit, this one was a "thank 
you" card, ostensibly signed by state Rep. 
John Stewart. The first poop letter was also 
"signed" by Stewart. In fact, the third note 
also invoked Stewart's name, calling me a 
"Stewart lover jerk." 

Stewart vehemently denied sending the 
first note; I didn't bother asking him about 
the subsequent notes because I don't 
believe he had anything to do with it. 

Since all of the notes included photo­
copies of things we'd either printed or writ­
ten about the race to replace Stewart in the 
House, it's not hard to draw the conclusion 
the sender hasn't appreciated our coverage. 
Our editorial voice — including columns 
I've written and local editorial comments — 
has been hard on those who waged war in 
the Republican primary in that race. It got 
plenty ugly, and we didn't hesitate pointing 
it out. 

Clearly, though,' whoever is being this 
churlish doesn't care much for Stewart; he 
also doesn't know me very well. Stewart and 
I have had our moments, and he's not a big 
fan of this newspaper lately. 

I suggested to the police they start look­
ing at folks who bear animus toward 
Stewart. Of course, that could be just about 
anyone these days, particularly in the lead­
ership of the Republican party. 

I have an idea who is sending these notes, 
though I expect we'll never know for sure. 
One possibility: The screwball used an ordi­
nary, lick-to-seal envelope this time, so it's 
possible DNA could be extracted. 

People have a First Amendment right to 
freedom of speech. They have a right to 
their opinion. They have a right to disagree 
with me; heck, sometimes it seems like the 
national pastime. But surely there's a better 
way to do it than sending dog feces through 
the mail. That's something anyone older 
than 3 would know better than to do. 

People have used words like "crazy," 
"nuts," "disturbed" and "disgusting" to 
describe the situation and the sender. I'd 
like to add another. 

Coward. 

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth 
Observer. He would prefer ycu contact him by e-mail, 
since dog poop can't be sent that way. E-mail him at 
bkadrich@hometownlife.com or call at (734) 459-2700 

Trip to Bronner's offers hope 
in bridging the racial divide 

Larry 

Ruehlen 

A
ballerina ornament at Bronner's Christmas 
Wonderland in Frankenmuth did much to 
restore my faith that some people are trying to 

overcome the great racial divide. 
The ornament in question stood side-by-side 

with many other ballerinas. She wore the same 
outfit, the same smile and the same toe shoes as 
the ballerinas to her right, but her skin was dark. 
It wasn't just dark in a way that could represent 
people from many minorities, it was black. She 

wasn't the only one, either; there 
were several more ballerinas and 
plenty of other ornaments depict­
ing people of color. There was a 
Hispanic nativity scene, a black 
Santa and tree topping angels 
with dark faces, too. Also avail­
able was an ornament that 
included a black family sitting 
around a Christmas tree. 

That wasn't the case last year, 
when I went to Bronner's with my 
then-fiancee Robin. 

We had gone to buy decorations for our first 
Christmas tree and needed just about everything, 
including an ornament to honor Ndeye, 6, a little 
girl from Senegal, Africa. Robin and I sponsor her 
through the Christian Children's Fund. 

We eventually found such an ornament in a sec­
tion of the store dedicated to different cultures. 
The ornament we purchased was in the section 
labeled Africa. 

At the time, I was stunned Bronner's didn't 
have more ornaments depicting people of color. 
After all, according to the U.S. Census, people of 
color represent 32 percent of our population. 
While most of the retail/marketing world is seem­
ingly obsessed with cashing in by catering to 
minority consumers, mainstream ornament mak­
ers all but ignored them last year, if the shelves at 
Bronner's were any indication. 

I contacted Bronner's for an explanation and 
was told the store tried to stock items to represent 
all ethnic backgrounds, but that enough products 
weren't readily available. The store carried some 
items earlier in the year, but supply was short and 
they were likely sold out by December, the 
Bronner's official said. 

Reader reaction to the first column was both 
heated and poignant. 

"What about the Asian population?" a reader 
asked. "Many are Christians, yet how many 
Chinese angels do you see? Chinese Santas? Even 
worse, what about the fact that the word 
Christmas is becoming politically incorrect? Will 
Bronner's have to change its advertising to say it is 
the holiday store? It gets to be a little ridiculous." 

Another reader called to thank me personally 
for that first column. She said it brought her back 
to the 1950s when she couldn't find a black doll 
for her daughter. It took years and a lot of tears, 

The ornament in question stood side-by-side 
with many other ballerinas. She wore the 
same outfit the same smile and the same 
toe shoes as the ballerinas to her right, but 
her skin was dark. It wasn't just dark in a 
way that could represent people from many 
minwrti^was^lack^ 

but the woman finally found such a doll and gave 
it to her daughter. 

"I thought we would have come further by now," 
she said. * 

So did I, I thought, so did I. 
Robin and I recently returned to Bronner's. We 

didn't go to investigate the ornament situation, we 
went because we like the store and still had plenty 
of things to buy for our first tree celebrating 
Christmas as a married couple. We also wanted 
the tasty chicken the town is famous for and 
wouldn't leave until our bellies were full of broast- > 
edbird. 

Bronner's is the place to go to find fancy orna­
ments and that's what we were after. We wan­
dered around the store for a couple of hours, look­
ing for items to add to our small but swelling col­
lection. Our honeymoon was in Hawaii, so we 
bought a Mele Kalikimaka ornament — the 
Hawaiian way to say Merry Christmas — and a , 
hand-carved sea turtle to remember the stoic 
creature we swam along side for five wondrous 
minutes in a lagoon off the north shore of Oahu. 

The store was packed with shoppers, but it was 
more than tolerable as most displayed the type of 
holiday happiness that typifies late-November 
shopping trips. Give them another three weeks 
and they'll be fighting over the last $29 cashmere 
scarf at Macy's, but for now the legions were 
happy. I have to admit I was starting to think 
more about the chicken at the Bavarian Inn at this 
point, but I was encouraged by what I saw on the*'• 
shelves. Perhaps it was because we went two 
weeks earlier in the shopping season, but 
Bronner's had a wide selection of ornaments 
including people of color this time around. We ; 
didn't buy a single one, but at least they were 
there. 

While this country continues to struggle with 
issues of race —just ask former Seinfeld star 
Michael Richards, if you think it isn't true — a . 
simple thing like the willingness to celebrate 
Christmas and diversity at the same time is a step 
in'the right direction. 

Larry Ruehlen is the editor of the West Bloomfield Eccentric-
He can be reached by phone at (248) 901-2556 or by e-mail at 
lruehlen@hometownlife.com. 
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V Sale Good December 7th-13th 

Sweet & Seedless 

SPANISH 
CLEMENTINES 5 lb. box 

Saiaia Topper i& M 

SWEET 2pks/$A 
GRAPE TOMATOES ^ 

Jumbo 

DOLE 
CAULIFLOWER 

2/$4 
Dole ol Ualliornia 
Leafy Remains 

RAGGED SALAD 

Chaaseland from Holland 

SST A $ E 9 9 
GOUDA W 3 „, 

oars HeaiLaajfe 
en fH? C M AO 

Gold BoarS Head 9MM 1 8 1 

lb. 4 
Boars Hearts 

CHEESE C lb 

HAM 

Sahlens 

$ 3"!! 
Plain 

Havarti $ 0 9 9 

GROCERY/DAIRY 

#1 Imported 
Tosti $ l f99 
A S T I SAVE $2.00 # ; 750 ml 
unsiaiino SAVE $2.00 
Spanish S C 9 9 
SPARKLER D 

From Chili 

Carmen 2 
aaaa 

'750 ml 
750 ml 

2 % 
MILK 

$199 1 gal. 

Bareman's 

COTTAGE $ I S 9 
CHEESE 1 
Yoni Cholce-small-laige-Iow fat 

24 
OZ. 

Lofthouse Delicious 

HOLIDAY 
COOKIES 2 pkg 

AIDsnte 

GOURMET 2 / $ A 0 0 
PASTA 4 

M/nc/uflfng-CSfSs(ifads/squM(n**!WWMuiftroom 
HadeinMichlBMi? 

Monique's 

Ml Natural $ 4 59 
25 

_ 02. 
Save S1.00! 

PASTA SAUCE 
For Your Holiday Needs1 

* Gift BaskeiB • Party Trays 
Vegetable Tid>& -

Hams & Roasts • Floral 

mi 
Butterfly 

PORK $ o a g 
CHOPS b lb. 

Bone-In 

CHICKEN 

USDA Choice 

NY STRIP 
STEAK 
BABY BACK $ « j g g 

lb. 

NURSERY 

P0INSETT1AS 

$ 3 99 
' S u p 

FANCY 
B0SE8 

Hi" dozen 

Wreaths, Roping & Mentorial Blankets 

33EGE 
CATFISH $ 4 9 9 

ib. 

ORANGE $ 7 lb 
fumMsmsKMmFwssmm 

SALE 
GOING ON NOW AT TWELVE OAKS 

* S' 
< * / 
4/ / \ 

Visit our other locations at: 
27659 Woodward •Berkley 21755 Michigan Ave. • Dearborn 

THOUSANDS OF HANDMADE ORIENTAL RUGS 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

With thousands of rugs to choose from, you'll discover a w ide selection of 
traditional, contemporary and transitional styles. Our experts wil l be available 
to assist you in finding the right style, color, size and dimensions for any room. 

• COMPLIMENTARY IN-HOME SHOWINGS 

• FULL-SERVICE RUG CLEANING AND REPAIR—CALL 1-800-552-5020 

- UNMATCHED SERVICE AND COMMITMENT FOR THE LIFE OF THE RUG 

The Trunk Saie is in the 
Macy's Twelve Oaks parking lot, 
27550 Novi Road. 

•mocys 
t(MA *to tk&bt 

Please recycle this newspaper 

(M 

Visit macys.com or call 1-800-634-3537 for store hours. Sale ends January 7,2007. Savings are off our regular prices. 
No adjustments on prior purchases. Not valid with any other promotional offers, discounts or coupons. 

Ail rugs are labeled to show country of origin. © Macy's North 2006. MNO062-1457B-1207 
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Help feed people in our community by making a donation at your neighborhood Kroger, 
your contribution will help replenish your local food bank. See any cashier for details. V . 
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Ficano proposes major 
renovation for Cobo Hall 

BY ALEX LUNDBERG 
STAFF WRITER 

Citing an increasingly com­
petitive environment for con­
ventions and the possibility of 
losing a major event, Wayne 
County Executive Bob Ficano is 
proposing a new plan to put a 
new face on Detroit's Cobo 
Center. 

Ficano is putting forward a 
plan to renovate Cobo and 
reorganize its operations to 
draw business into the region 
and keep existing business 
where it is. 

"Cobo generates $800 mil­
lion a year in economic activi­
ty" Ficano said. "If a business 
came in offering to do that we'd 
all be turning backflips." 

Part of that activity, the 
North American International 
Auto Show, is on shaky ground. 
For years, participants have 
complained the Cobo venue 
isn't large enough anymore and 
competing shows, in Los 
Angeles, Beijing and other 
cities, could be poised to eclipse 

Ficano 

the Detroit 
event. 

"We're 
competing 
with the 
world, not 
just other 
American 
cities," he 

said. "We have to look like it." 
The new Cobo plan would 

expand the floor space, reor­
ganize the layout around the 
center to make it easier to navi­
gate and place the building in 
private hands. 

The building would be oper­
ated by Walbridge Aldinger 
and Hines Interests with repre­
sentatives from Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb coun­
ties, the City of Detroit and the 
State of Michigan serving as an 
advisory board. The plan also 
creates a $180 million endow­
ment for operating funds. 

Oakland County Executive L. 
Brooks Patterson has long been 
an opponent of suburban fund­
ing of a new Cobo Arena. The 
new plan has some brighter 

points, but he still finds it 
unacceptable. 

"The good news is that 
Ficano and his team dropped 
the price from $650 million to 
$450 million," he said. "The 
bad news is there are a lot of 
stakeholders who aren't at the 
table." ' 

The first of those stakehold­
ers is the state. He said the 
DeVos Arena got a $60 million 
bump from Lansing and there 
should be something similar, 
even if not so large, for the 
state's marquee city. He also 
said the new Cobo plan only 
affects Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb counties when other 
counties, like Washteriaw, 
should be part of the plan. 

Similarly, the two largest 
beneficiaries of a new Cobo 
should be somewhere in the 
mix. 

"The effort to retain the 
North American International 
Auto Show is one of the biggest 
reasons to have a new Cobo 
and the Big Three aren't 
involved?" Patterson asked. 

r--0f\ 

m * 

ft 

The North American International Auto Show is a major event each year at Cobo Hall. Keeping the auto show 
competitive with other shows in other cities is a major reason for a proposal to expand and rebuild the hall in 
downtown Detroit. 

"What about the three casinos, 
who will benefit more than 
them from more convention 
traffic?" 

The upshot, he said, would 
be that more players- at the 
table would make the continu­
ation of the existing hotel tax 
more palatable for suburban 
voters. It would certainly 
sweeten the deal for him. 

"Over the past two years, 

county judges have released 
inmates from jail because of 
overcrowding," he said. "I'm 
looking at $90 million for a 
new jail ancffee wants, $200 . 
million for a" new Cobo? That's 
what I'm dealing with." 

The new Cobo plan offers a 
carrot to counties in the form 
of cash payments ($233 million 
in all) to allow the liquor/hotel 
tax to go on for another 35 

years to pay for the reconstruct 
tion. ** 

Of course, this is not the end| 
of negotiations. ^ - h 

"We're going to have ongoing 
meetings, this is not an end-alt^ 
plan, it's a framework that ?* 
works," Ficano said. "This is a £f 
very viable plan." 

alunrJberg@oe.homecomm.net 
(248)901-2536 

OCC to host bird flu forum Dec. 11 
Oakland Community College's 

Student Life Committee will 
present a forum on a possible 
bird flu epidemic, Monday, Dec. 
11, at the Orchard Ridge Campus 
in Farmington Hills. 

The two-hour program begins 
at 10 a.m. in the campus' Smith 
Theatre. Admission is free and 
the public is invited. Light 
refreshments will be served. 

Speakers include Dr. James 

Averill, deputy pandemic 
influenza coordinator of the 
Michigan Department of Health. 
Dr. Averill will describe the 
nature of influenza and cover the 
state's plan for dealing with an 
outbreak. 

Public Health Nurse Elaine 
Houser of the Oakland County 
Health Department's Emergency 
Preparedness. Office will make a 
PowerPoint presentation on the 

*W& <ve> ffewina & rrto&e' rroiid^t ^&(e> 

ive f O to 4095 on t ooo* 
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Michigan's Largest Specially Toy Stor 
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I 

• Convenient Parking! 
Free Gift Wrap! - W e Ship! 

county plan. 
Finally, OCC Environmental 

Health & Safety Manager 
Michael Schmidt will speak on 
the college's plan for coping with 
a pandemic. 

For further information call 
Dusty Rhodes at (248) 522-
3595. 

The Orchard Ridge Campus is 
located at 27055 Orchard Lake 
Road, just south of 1-696. Free 
parking is available in nearby 
campus lots. 

What's your favorite holiday tradition?; 
Everyone knows about leav­

ing cookies and milk for 
Santa. 

Or making latkes at 
Hanukkah. And lighting can­
dles during 
Kwanzaa. 

Even the festivus 
pole has become a \ > 1 
seasonal icon thanks *L C. ) 
to Seinfeld. \\^J. 

But we'd like to know 
how you personalize 

the holidays. 
Maybe you've created 

a totally new tradi­
tion or you've put a 

unique spin on an old 
one. What makes the 
season special for you 

and your family? 
^ Tell us in 200 words or 

less about your favorite holiday 
tradition and we'll publish 
responses in an upcoming 
issue. Also, share your 
Christmas photos with our 
readers. 

Send replies by Friday, Dec. 
15, to Hugh Gallagher, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48510 
or e-mail hgallagher@home-
townlife.com. 

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop 3947 w. 12 Mile Berkley 248-5433115 
Ends 12/10/06. In-stock ileros. Complete details in-stara M-W. & S a 10-5 '30 Thu & Fri 10.8.30 S u 1 2 - 4 
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Not your typical bank! 
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Want a better Home 
Rate? This is your Lucky Day. 
Scratch and Save at Charter One. 

. • * 4S**1 *™' 

'§' 

If you are between the ages of 18 to 
70 years oid and suffer from 
generalized pain related to 
fibromyalgia, you may be eligible to 
participate in a research study of an 
investigational medication for 
fibromyalgia, 

Qualified participants will receive 
study-related examinations, 
procedures, and study medication at 

Visit any Charter One branch to try your luck. 

Every card saves you money qn a new Home 
Equity Loan or Line. 

100 Grand Prizes of 100,000 Everyday Points? 

* ' # ' V u \ * 

«fc - ^r 
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transportation. 

For more information, 
call a research nurse at: 

Michigan Head • Pain 
& Neurological Institute 

3120 Professional Drive 
Ann Arbor, Mi 

(734) 677-6000, option 4 
www.mhni.com 

v t 

With the Charter One Lucky Day Home Equity Sweepstakes, every card saves you money because you get 

interest off your Home Equity Loan or Line. So you can't lose. Apply for a Home Equity Loan or Line and you'll 

also have a chance to win 100,000 Everyday Points you can redeem for great Rewards. 100 people will win. 

But the Lucky Day Home Equity Sweepstakes won't be going on forever. So come in today and make this your 

Lucky Day or call 1-877-TOP-RATE for more details. 

nzp&i 
Current rates and terms apply. Rates and terms vary. Discounts available only for new applications received between 11/4/06 and 12/15/06 and may only be applied to stated rates listed between 11/4/06 and 12/15/06. 
Offer subject to change without notice. All accounts are subject to individual approval. One rate reduction per property. Offer not available on Capped Rate Equity Line and LoanAJne Combo products Other restrictlpns apply. 
Refer to the Rewards catalog, charterone.com/rewards or cltlzensbank.com/rewards for terms and conditions. There is a $25 Rewards annua! membership fee for Charter One Green Checking9 customers. Sweepstakes: 

No purchase or application necessary. See a banker for details and Official Rules. Open to legal U.S. residents residing In CT, Rl, VT, NH, PA, DE, NY, NJ, OM, MA, Ml, ME, IL, KY and IN who are 18 years of age or older. Void 
where prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 12/15/06. Mail your handwritten completed entry, in a hand-addressed envelope (one entry per envelope) postmarked by 12/15/06, to Citizens Bank/Charter One Lucky Day Sweepstakes, 

P0 Box7914, Melville, NY 11775-7914.flEqual Housing Lender, Member FDIC. 
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If you're looking to hire qualified candidates 
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courses in the sky 

Oakland 
Naturally 

Jonathan • 
Schechter 

"At any time of the year and in any part 
of the world, a bird student can always 
find pleasure in his hobby, where unsee­
ing, unhearing people find little of inter­
est." 

~ Samuel ScovilleJr, 

Jf8^ normous pleasures are to 
if8*' be found in expected activi-
^^"""ty at cold weather bird 

feeders: A chickadee industri­
ously works the meaty kernel out 
of a sunflower seed on a frosty 
morning, a downy woodpecker 
tears voraciously into a suet slab, 

a flock of 
doves settles 
in to peck 
seed, and the 
occasional 
Cooper's hawk 
dives to snag a 
slow-to-
respond dove. 
But for me, 
the best pleas­
ures of observ­
ing the avian 
world are the 
unexpected. 
And those 
notable bird-
ing moments 

are almost always away from the 
feeder. 

It's a tale of adaptation, birds 
independent of flock behavior, 
birds exploring their ways and 
blending their natural behavior 
to the opportunities of the ways 
of nature and the acts of 
mankind. 

Birds do not always follow 
conventional printed wisdom. 
"They do not range north of 
Ohio" may be very wrong. "By 
November they have departed 
for warmer climates." Tell that to 
a species and they would flap 
their feathers in amusement at 
the assumption. 

Grant you, I am not an avid 
"birder" with a 'life list" of birds. 
And I classify almost all small 
birds, especially warblers, as 
LBJs: Little Biddy Jobbers. And 
my favorite species is usually the 
one that draws my attention at 
the moment, be it a crumb-
snatching house sparrow on a 
cold Birmingham sidewalk or a 
great horned owl sinking talons 
into rabbit flesh. 

You can't go out looking for 
such moments. But when we see 
them, it reminds us that birds 
have been adapting to changing 
ways and weather — without the 
bonus of feeders — ever since the 
last great glacial retreat set the 
stage for an influx of avian 
explorers. 

One such moment presented 

Eastern bluebirds sometimes over­
winter in Oakland County. 

itself a few mornings ago, shortly 
after dawn at the very moment 
sunlight dealt streamside frost a 
lethal blow. The location: An 
urban area of the Clinton River 
Watershed not far from down­
town Rochester, at the conflu­
ence of the Paint Creek and 
Clinton River and the Clinton 
River Trail. The actor: A great 
blue heron. 

Conventional wisdom has 
these colonial nesters already 
way south for winter. But this 
majestic loiterer knew that con­
fluence still held treats to eat. I 
witnessed one lightning fast stab 
into water: a gullet filling 
moment. 

And as gusts of cold wind sent 
dry leaves swirling over my 
meadow, I noticed motion high 
in a black walnut, a crow 
perched precariously near the 
end of a branch. He had discov­
ered tasty remnants of caterpillar 
carcasses inside a weathered fall 
webworm nest. After 10 minutes 
of tearing the web was gone, and 
I suspect a crow belly full of pro­
tein. 

Henry David Thoreau, per­
haps the finest observer to ever 
write on nature, civil disobedi­
ence and the ways of man, salut­
ed the eastern bluebird as the 
harbinger of spring. "If the war­
ble of the first bluebird of spring 
does not thrill you, know that the 
meaning and spring of your life 
is past." 

Fact: Many eastern bluebirds 
over-winter in Michigan among 
the sheltered valleys and rural 
lowlands rich with shrubs and 
dried berries. One such bluebird 
perched on my crab apple on the 
dawn of December. A reminder 
to me — a reminder to all — that 
as the darkest days of the season 
approach, the natural world is 
full of light and life and surprise. 

Jonathan Schechter writes on nature's 
way in Oakland County. E-mail him at 
oaknature@aol.com. 

Ensure you 
ichigan is a great place to live dur­
ing the holiday season. 

I I I i sby reserve the right to 
change my mind in 

^ ^ ~ — January, doesn't almost 
f ^ S f e every holiday classic 
* ^^™ movie show some type of 

"White Christmas"? 
Visiting family and 
friends, the warmth of a 
fire in the fireplace and 
the beautiful decorations 
of the season are great 
memories for most of us. 
I will ask us all to take 
fire safety into consider­
ation as we prepare for 

the holidays, and I will give you some 
simple steps to take along the way to help 
ensure that "fire-safe holiday." 

Let's start by looking at the centerpiece 
of the holiday season, the Christmas tree. 
The National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) has found that, in a four-year 
study period, Christmas trees were the 
item first ignited in 310 cases in the aver­
age year. These fires caused an average of 
14 civilian fire deaths, 40 injuries and 
over $16 million in direct property dam-

ire-safe hoii eason 
age, and the statistics include both real 
and artificial trees. 

If you choose a real tree and cut it down 
yourself, keep it outside until you are 
ready to bring it in to decorate. If you 
choose a real tree bought from a lot, then 
make a fresh cut at the base of the tree 
before bringing it in to decorate. This 
makes it easier for the tree to absorb 
water, making it less likely to catch fire. 
Choose a sturdy stand for the tree, with a 
large reservoir for holding water. A real 
tree that is six-feet tall can take up to one 
gallon of water every two days. 

If artificial is the type of tree you 
choose, then pick one that is labeled as 
fire-retardant. This does not mean that 
the tree won't catch fire; it only means 
that it is less likely to catch fire, and will 
spread the fire more slowly than other 
trees. If you are going to get a metal tree, 
then do not use electric lights on it (bad 
combination). 

Regardless of which type of tree you 
choose, keep the tree away from heaters, 
fireplaces, radiators, space heaters or any 
other heat source. As you take out your 
light sets for the tree, inspect them for 
signs of cracks or fraying. Discard the 
damaged ones and replace with newer 

ones. Lights should be listed by an inde-'". 
pendent testing agency, such as ' y 
Underwrites Laboratories (UL). Use 
indoor-rated lights indoors and outdoor- . 
rated lights outdoors. Unplug or turn off 1': 
your tree lights when leaving the house or 
going to bed at night. 

Although I never was a part of the tra­
dition of using real candles on Christmas' 
trees, many people have fond memories of 
doing that. The risk is not worth it, and I 
never recall seeing candles on a tree. In 
the recent study period cited earlier,, an 
average of 8 percent of the Christmas tree 
fires during the holiday season were ignit­
ed by candles. Candles need adult super­
vision, sturdy holders and need to be kept 
away from open flames and heat sources. 

As you decorate your home for the holi­
days, make sure you check smoke alarms, 
carbon monoxide detectors and review 
your family escape plan with your family. 
Make sure everyone knows how to open 
windows, call 911 and tell the dispatcher 
what type of help they need, and know the 
family meeting place. 

From all of your Livonia firefighters, 
have a safe and happy holiday season! 

Tom Kiurskf is a Livonia firefighter. 

Rabbi Wine offers forums 
on Jewish history 

Rabbi Sherwin Wine pres­
ents a series of three forums 
about the Jewish migration to 
America, in honor of the lOOth 
anniversary of his father's 
arrival in the U.S. 

Topics include:"The Voyage: 
The Incredible Journey from 
Suffering to Freedom," on Dec. 
11 and "Arriving in America: 
The Greatest Success Story in 
Jewish History," on Dec. 18. 

All three forums will be held 
at 8 p.m. at The Birmingham 
Temple, 28611 West 12 Mile 

Road in Farmington Hills. 
There is an S8 charge for indi­
viduals who are not Temple 
members. Advance registration 
is not required. 

For additional information, 
visit 
www.birminghamtemple.org 
or call (248)477-1410. The 
Birmingham Temple, a 
Humanistic Jewish congrega­
tion, welcomes all who seek to 
identify with the history, cul­
ture and future of the Jewish 
people. 

WANTED 
UNFINISHED BASEMENTS 

A select number of home owners in tne Metro Detroit ;.n c. w 

be given the opportunity to have a. lifetime Basement 

Makeover System Instaifed in their home at a reaso'\rjl« ccs» ] 

% we can use your home in our campaign to showc&-i i r c "^ 
of our new basement finishing system, we witf cs t r :*s \ 

make it worth your white. 

^Should your home and location meet our marks 

will re<&tv©-atraciive-pricing and have access 
low interest unsecured bank finan 

An Ultimate Basement Makeover will provide 

additional space and unsurpassed oeauty 
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New FDA Approved Technology Treats 

Suburban DetlXttt - A new free report has recently' been 
released that reveals an amazing new medical breakthrough 
that has proven 86% successful treating debilitating back 
pain. Even with multiple herniated discs- Find out how 
space travel solved astronauts back pain and how this 
accidental discovery has let to the most promising back 
pain treatment today. For your free report entitled, "How 
Space Age Technology Is Solving Back Pain Without 
Drugs Or Surgery!" call 1-80O469-3618 and listen to the 
toll-free 24 hr. recorded message for all the details. If phone 
lines are busy, visit: www.midischerniation.com 

This limited offer will be serviced on a f<rst come, first sorvn basis 

i 

INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE i f YOUR HOME QUA- I LS 

www.UltimateBasementMakeover com 

1-800-536-4200 
email: info@uftimateb3sementmakeover.com 
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C A R O L I N E F O R D M A S O N 
Sept 13, 1915 - Oct 27, 2006. Passed 
away from the complications of 
Alzheimer's disease in Sequim, WA 
at age 91. She was a 50 year resident 
of-Birmingham and taught third 
grade at Pembrooke Elementary 
School in Troy. She 'was born to 
George A. and Marie (Chalmers) Ford 
in Toledo, OH. She married James M. 
Mason in Toledo on October 3, 1942. 
Jim preceded her in death in 2004. 
Caroline and Jim lived for 50 years at 
964 Kennesaw before moving in 2001 
to Petoskey, MI with a final move to 
Sequim, WA in 2002. She was an avid 
sailor on Lake St Clair and member 
of Grosse Point Yacht Club. Survivors 
include her son, Dr. Stephen and 
DeeDee (Carlson) Mason of Allouez, 
MI, daughters and sons-in-law, Diane 
and Ed Sherman of Mill Valley, CA 
and Marilyn and Don Thomas of 
Sequim, WA; six grandchildren and 
numerous great-grandchildren. 
Services for Mrs. Mason were held on 
November 1st in WA. 

CHERYL A. BAKER 
Age 61, November 30, 2006. Dear 
mother of Greg (Debbie) and Kristin 
Baker. Grandmother of Julia Baker 
and Mark Baker. Sister of Patricia 
Guido. Daughter of Bertha Rowden. 
Memorials suggested to Make a Wish 
Foundation. 

D O L O R I S S I N K O V I C H 
Age 89, Oct. 2, 2006, of Westland, 
Michigan passed away under the lov­
ing care of friends, Mary Christoff, 
George and Virginia Cross, Gene and 
Jan Suchy, Peggy Ellenwood, the 
Bialowicz family, Dan and Karen 
Stachow, Lois Mach and Alfred Elias. 
Preceded in death by her husband 
George Sinkovich and son, James W. 
Frank. Also survived by several 
grandchildren. Funeral services were 
conducted on Oct. 6, 2006 from St. 
Theodores Catholic Church. Resting 
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

F R E D E R I C K D. "Fred" 
A T I Y E H 

Age 84. December 3, 2006. Beloved 
husband of the late Nicolena. Dear 
father of J.R. (Diane) and David 
(Susan). Loving Grandfather of 
Brandon, Chelsea, Darren, Dominic, 
Tony and Alecia. Dear brother of 
Rebecca Barragato.Visitation at the 
O'Brien/Sullivan Funeral Home, 
41555 Grand River Ave., Novi, 248-
348-1800, Wednesday 2-4 & 6-9 PM. 
Instate Thursday at Holy Family 
Church, 24505 Meadowbrook, Novi, 
9:30 AM until the funeral service at 
10:00 AM. Entombment at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield, MI. 
Memorial donations may be made to 
the Alzheimer's Association, Greater 
Michigan Chapter, 20300 Civic 
Center Dr., #100, Southfield, MI. 
Online condolences: www.obriensul-
ilivanfuneralhome.com 

H A R O L D R. " B U T C H " 
W A T T O N 

Age 65, of Canton, passed away 
December 1, 2006. Devoted husband 
of Joyce. Loving father of Pam (Mark) 
IMacLennan, Jill (Kevin) McAndrew, 
Jeffrey Watton. Step-father of Nick 
Mancini, Gina (Matt) Meares, and 
Paula (Scott) Staebler. Beloved grand­
father of Chelsea, Tori, Rory, Morgan, 
Ashleigh, Dj, Aj, Alyssa, Lyndsey, 
Tdstin, Martin. Dear brother of Caroi 
^Edward) Valente, Elaine (Jim) 
Crawford, David (Kathy) WattonAlso 
[survived by his friends at Station 885 
/Restaurant in Plymouth, where both 
feutch and Joyce enjoyed. Preceded in 
death by parents Leslie and Charolotte 
[and by brother Ronald. Butch worked 
[for the local 247 Teamsters Union as a 
cement truck driver. He enjoyed car 
Restoration and especially the 
•Woodward Dream Cruise. Funeral ser-
Jvice's were, held on Monday at the 
Sthrader-Howel! "Funeral Home, 280 
South Main, Plymouth. Share, memo­
ries at www.schrader-howell.com 

KALLIOPE V A R O N 
Age 92, of Middletown, Ohio, died on 
Sunday, December 3, 2006, at her res­
idence. She was born in 
Constantinople, Turkey, on January 1, 
1914, to parents Constantine and 
Fanni (Raizopoulos) Papadopoulos. 
She has resided in Middletown for the 
past eight years. She was a member of 
the St. George ' Greek Orthodox 
Church of Bloomfield Hills, MI, from 
1937 to 2000, and a member of the 
Philoptpchos Society for 40 years 
where her duties included visiting 
nursing homes. Mrs. Varon is survived 
by a daughter,. Mary (David) Habig, 
Middletown, OH; three sons, Michael 
G. (Stacy) Varon, Joliet, II., Gus W. 
(Sherry) Varon, Rochester Hills, MI, 
Dan G. ( Elaine) Varon, Bloomfield 
Hills, MI; 13 grandchildren and 11 
great- grandchildren. She was preced­
ed in death by her husband, George 
Varon. Services will be Saturday, 
December 9, 2006, at 1:30 pm, at the 
Ottawa Park Cemetery Chapel, 
Clarkston, MI. Visitation will be prior 
to the service from 1:00 - 1:30pm at 
the chapel. In lieu of flowers, memori­
als may be made to the Sts. 
Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox 
Church, 2500 Grand Ave. Middletown, 
OH 45044. Arrangements by Wiison-
Schramm-Spaulding Funeral Home, 
Middletown, OH. 

M A R G A R E T 
R O C K W E L L G R E G O R Y 

Age 96, December 2, 2006. Wife of the 
late William Bruce Gregory, Mother of 
Joan Mountford, Carole King, and 
Mary Warner (Mrs. F. Stephen). 
Grandmother of David, Laura, and 
Christopher Mountford, Barbara King 
Dawson and Edward Gregory King, 
Bradford and Andrew Warner; and six 
great-grandchildren. Services were 
held at Franklin Community Church, 
26425 Wellington, Franklin. Interment 
Oak Hill Cemetery, Pontiac. Memorial 
gifts may be' made to Oakland County 
Pioneer and Historical Society, 405 
Oakland Ave., Pontiac, MI 48342. For 
information, call A.J, Desmond & 
Sons, 248-549-0500. View obituary 
and share memories at 

www.DesmondFuneralHome.com 

MARY I. S I D D A L L 
Age 85, of Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan, passed away sur­
rounded by family on 
December 2, 2006. Beloved 

wife of the late Dean E. Siddali, lov­
ing mother of Susan Burnett, David 
Siddali and Bruce (Karin) Siddali. 
Loving grandmother of Drew, Brett 
(Nora) and Kirk Burnett; and Amanda 
and Stephen Siddali. Mary was born 
on May 3, 1921, near Laurens, Iowa. 
A registered nurse, she served as a 
U.S; Army nurse in the 58th evacua­
tion hospital in the South Pacific dur­
ing World War II. Visitation Friday 
2:00-4:00 pm and 6:00-8:00 pm at 
William R. Hamilton Funeral Home, 
820 East Maple, Birmingham. 
Services Saturday ii:00 am at 
Franklin Community Church, 26425 
Wellington, Franklin. 

NANCY ROTHFUSS 
THEURER 

of Bloomfield Hills passed away 
Saturday, December 2, 2006. She was 
born to Gladys Brothers and Roliand 
Rothfuss in Toledo, Ohio, on October 
20, 1927. Nancy, was preceded in 
death by her husband Richard 
Franklin Theurer. She is survived by 
daughters Kathryn (Mark) Vande­
Brake and Annette (David) Kelter, 
and son Britton (Glenna) Theurer. She 
has six grandchildren: Sally and 
Jacob VandeBrake; Brooke, Grant, 
and Cole Kelter; and Michiko 
Theurer; and one great-grandchild, 
Kathryn VandeBrake. A memorial 
service will be held at. 2:00 pm on 
Saturday, December 9th at St. James 
Episcopal Church of Birmingham. 
Donations in Nancy's name may be 
made to Hospice of Michigan, 2525 
Telegraph, Suite 100, Bloomfield 
Hills, MI 48302. Arrangements by the 
Wm. R. Hamilton Co. of 
Birmingham, 248-644-6000. 
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PATRICIA K. M c G L O N E 
Age 85 of Plymouth, December 3, 
2006. Beloved wife of the late 
Frederick. Loving mother of Bruce 
(Diane), Scott (Catherine), and Janis 
(Kelly.) Dear grandmother of Lisa 
(Nick) Chambers and the late Kristen. 
Dear great-grandmother of Jack and 
Luke Chambers. Her love of visitors, 
family and friends alike deeply 
touched all who knew Mumsey. Her 
laughter and enthusiasm brought a 
sense of joy to anyone who spoke 
with her. Memorial service Sunday 
iPM at Vermeulen Funeral Home, 
46401 W Ann Arbor Rd, (btwn 
Sheldon and Beck) Plymouth. 
Visitation Saturday 3-6 PM. 
Memorial contributions may be made 
to the University of Michigan-College 
of Pharmacy (Kristen McGlone 
Memorial) 428 Church Street, Ann 
Arbor MI 48109. To leave a message 
of condolence, log on to 

www. vermeulenfuneralhorae .com. 

PAUL R. K U E B L E R , SR. 
December 4, 2006, age 89, of 
Westlake, Ohio, formerly of 
Birmingham, Michigan, Beloved hus­
band of Catherine M. (nee: Pelletier) 
for 62 years. Dear father of Paul, Jr, 
(Maureen), Robin O'Caliaghan (Liam) 
and Walter. Loving grandfather of 16 
and great-grandfather of 13, Brother 
of Kathryn Kuebler. Preceded in 
death by his parents, Albert and Olivia 
Kuebler, his brother, John Kuebler, his 
sister Mary Byrnes (John) and his 
grandson, Padraic Kuebler. Memorial 
Mass Saturday, December 16, 2006 at 
11 AM at Holy Name Church, 630 
Harmon at Woodland, Birmingham. 
Visitation at church begins at !0:30 
AM. Memorial Tributes to Holy 
Name Church or The Capuchins. 
A. J. Desmond & Sons, 248-362-2500 
View obituary and share memories at 

www.DesmondFuneralHome.com 

R A N D O L P H A. 
"Scotty" A D A M 

Age 87, November 29, 2006, of 
Warren, formerly of Madison 
Heights. Born October 24, .1919, in 
Dundee, Scotland. Husband of Grace 
Adam (deceased 1972). Father of 
Randy Adam, step-father of Bert 
Mason, Harold Mason, Art Mason, 
and Bob Mason. Also survived by one 
granddaughter, Angeline (David) 
Misenar, and one great-granddaugh­
ter, Madelyn Grace. Predeceased by 
four brothers and two sisters. Mr. 
Adam loved to watch sports, especial­
ly stock cars and racing; he was a 
great Tiger fan. He served in the 
British Army for six years during 
World War II, and retired from 
Culligan where he was employed as a 
Water Softener. Visitation Thursday, 
5-8pm, and Friday, 6-9pm; services 
Friday, 7pm, at the funeral home, E. 
J. Mandziuk & Son (Warren Chapel).. 
Inurnment White Chapel Memorial, 
Troy. Funeral luncheon will be held 
Sunday at Royal Canadian Legion in 
Royal Oak, 1005 East 11 Mile Rd. 

S C O T T E . B I D D L E 
Age 54, died of a heart 
attack. September 24, 2006. 
Scott is the loving son of 
Melvin Ralph & Patricia 

Biddle. Brother of Ralph Jr. Father of 
Justin and Lindsey Biddle & 
Grandfather of Austin. A graduate of 
Redford Union & served in the Navy 
on the U.S.S. Peidmont. He is preced­
ed in death by his father, who is dear­
ly missed as is Scott. 
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S T A N L E Y J. D O B I S 

Age 76, died suddenly on 
December 2, 2006. Husband 
of Carmen. Dear father of 
David ' (Amy), Carole 

(Michael) Dominick, Linda (Brad) 
Juday. Grandfather of Jessica Mary, 
Stanley and the Tate Katherine Dobis 
and Hannah, Madelyn and Mia Juday. 
Brother of Mildred (Don) Freeman, 
Lillian (Jack) Schenden and Margaret 
(Dick) Fusco. Uncle to many nieces 
and nephews. U: S. Army Veteran of 
the Korean Conflict. Active member 
of St, Colette Church, Livonia Post 
VFW #3941, Monaghan Council of 
Knights of Columbus, Livonia Cable 
Commission, founding member of the 
Livonia Amateur Radio Club, and 
volunteer cameraman at various 
Livonia City events. Visitation 
Tuesday 5-9pm with a K of C Rosary 
at 7:30pm at Harry J. Will Funeral 
Home, .37000 Six Mile Road, 
Livonia. Wednesday, Prayers 9:30am 
at the funeral home, to St. Colette 
Catholic Church for 10:00am Mass. 
Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

T I V A D A R "TIV" B A L O G H 
December 1, 2006; age 79. He was 
born December 16, 192.6 in Detroit. 
Retired architect and professor of 
architecture at University of 
Michigan. Beloved husband of 
Dorothy "Dot" (Nee: Bleimeister). 
Loving father of Melissa (Tim) 
Waidley and Margaret Balogh. 
Grandfather of Clara and Hope 
Waidley and Gwendolyn and Zoltan 
Seger. Memorial visitation Thursday 
2 PM until the celebration of his life 
at 4 PM at the L.J. Griffin Funeral 
Home, 42600 Ford Road (W. of Liiley 
Rd.) Canton (734-981-1700). In lieu 
of flowers, memorials may be made 
to Michigan Parkinson's Foundation. 

cssso 
V I R G I N I A C A T H E R I N E 

C L O H S E T 
widow of Clarence, mother of Phillip, 
Kaye Nightengale, Caron Trese and 
John (deceased) died December 2, 
2006 of complications from pneumo­
nia. She lived in the Birmingham area 
since 1949. She had a Masters in 
Social Work and a Masters of Library 
Science with Cognates in Archives 
from Wayne State University. She 
was a member of the American 
Library Association and Michigan 
Archival Association. She has served 
as the Archivist for the Birmingham 
Historical Society, Manuscript 
Chairman for the Oakland County 
Pioneer and Historical Society; 
Historian of the Friends of the 
Baldwin Public Library; Lineage 
Research Chairman of the Piety Hill 
Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and National 
Vice Chairman of the Genealogical 
Records of the NSDAR. In 1971, she 
received the Heritage Award of the 
Birmingham Historical Society. She 
documented much of the history of 
Birmingham and co-authored "The 
Book of Birmingham". Besides her 
children, she is survived by two 
grandsons, Three step-grandsons and 
six great-grandchildren. She was a 
complex and intellectually curious 
great lady who will be sadly missed 
by all. Birmingham has lost a true 
friend.' Visitation at the Wm. R. 
Hamilton Co. of Birmingham, 820 E. 
Maple will be from 2 to 4 pm and 6 
to 8 pm on Tuesday. A private funeral 
service will be Wednesday In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to 
ROPARD, P. O. Box 250425, 
Franklin, Michigan, 48025 in honor 
of her son-in-law, Dr. Michael Trese 
or the Michigan Kidney Foundation, 
1900 E. Jefferson, Suite 222, Detroit, 
Michigan, 48207 in honor of her 
longtime physician and friend, Dr. 
Jerry Danckik of Beaumont Hospital. 

OBITUARY 
POLICY 

The first five "billed" lines of 
an obituary are published at 
no cost. All additional lines 
will be charged at $4 per line. 
You may place a picture of 
your loved one for an 
additional cost of only $6. 
Symbolic emblems may be 
included at no cost (example: 
American Flags, religious 
symbols, etc.) 

Deadlines: 
Friday 4:30 PM for Sunday 

Wednesday Noon for Thursday 
• Obituaries received after these deadlines 
will be placed in the next available issue. 

. e-mail your obit to 
oeobits@hometownlife.com 

or lax to: 
Attn: Obits c/o Charoiette Wilson 

734-953-2232 
For more Information call: 

Charoiette Wilson 
734-953-2070 
or Liz Kelser 

734-953-2067 
or toll free 

866-818-7653 
ask for Char or Liz 

RELIGION CALENDAR 
if you want to submit an item for the 
religion calendar, fax it to (734) 591-
7279 or write; Religion Calendar, 
Observer Newspapers, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150. The 
deadline for an announcement to 
appear in the Thursday edition is 
noon Monday. 

DECEMBER 

Traditions of Christmas 
Multi-event open house with carols, 
stories, musical performances, mode! 
train layouts, cookie decorating, 
crafts, displays, film, and The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever 3-8 p.m. 
Thursday-Friday, Dec. 7-8, and noon 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at First 
Presbyterian Church, 1669 West 
Maple, Birmingham. A gift to the 
community. No tickets, donations or 
reservations necessary. Call (248) 
644-2040. 

Glory of Christmas 
7:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Dec. 7-8, 
and Sunday, Dec. 10; 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 2 and 9, and 3 p,m. Sunday, Dec. 
3 and 10, at NorthRidge Church, 
49555 North Territorial, Plymouth. 
Tickets are $13.75 and $15.75, and 
available by calling (800) 585-3737. 
Call (734) 414-7777 for information; 

Sock party/potluck 
Admission is a pair of new socks, 
scarf or mittens and a dish to pass 
(real food please) 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
8, at St. Linus Activity Center, 6466 
Evangeline, Dearborn Heights. 
Presented by Bethany Suburban 
West, a Catholic organization provid­
ing peer support for the divorced and 
separated of all faiths. For details, 
call (313) 996-8644. 

Men of Grace 
A special night of worship featuring 
Christmas songs, spirituals, hymns, 
traditional and contemporary, origi­
nal music, and arrangements per­
formed by Men of Grace from Grace 
Centers of Hope (Pontiac) 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 8, at Risen Christ 
Lutheran Church, 46250 Ann Arbor 
Road, one block east of Beck, 
Plymouth. Free will offering will be 
taken to benefit seminary study 
Scott Eberlein. Call (734) 453-5252. 

Crosstalk 
A lively discussion for singles on a 
topic of current interest 7 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 8, at Ward Presbyterian Church, 
40000 Six Mile, Northviiie, Learn how 
the Bible approaches modern day 

- events. Free childcare provided. For 
details, call (248) 374-5920. 

Cookie walk 
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox 
Church's 13th Annual Cookie Walk 
takes place Saturday, Dec. 9, at 36075 
W. Seven Mile, 3/4 mile east of 
Newburgh on south side of street, 
Livonia. Doors open at 8 a.m., sale 
starts at 9 a.m. and lasts until we are 
sold out. Pierogi, stuffed cabbage, 
bread, nut and poppyseed rolls, and 
over 50 different varieties of ethnic 
(kiefle, kolachy, rugela, koulourakia, 
biscotti, linzer) and traditional cook­
ies and candy will be for sale. 

Christmas cookie walk 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec, 9, at-
St. Michael's Orthodox Church, 26355 
W. Chicago, between Beech Daly and 
Inkster, Redford. Cookies are sold by 
the pound. 

Cookie walk 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 9, at 
First United Methodist Church of 
Wayne, 3 Towne Square. Homemade 
cookies, pies, breads, and candies. -
Special orders taken for pumpkin 
roils. For information, call (734) 721-
4801. 

Live Nativity 
During open house noon to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 9, at Ward 
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile, 
Northviiie. Piease join us for cookies, 
juice and coffee in Knox Hall as the 
Live Nativity is displayed. Be sure to 
bring your camera to capture the live 
nativity scene featuring real animals 
and actors. For more information, cail 
(248)374-5932. 

Fine arts festival 
An afternoon of Christian youth . 
entertainment and holiday shopping 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at 
the Westside Christian Academy, 
•9540 Bramell, one mile east of 
Telegraph, between Plymouth and 
Chicago, Detroit. Program promptly 
begins at 3 p.m. Vendors and crafters 
interested in obtaining table space or 
for more information, call (313) 533-
1956. 

Christmas play 
Journey to Bethlehem returns for a 
sixth year, a walk-through play of the 
birth of Jesus 4p.m., 4:30 p.m., 5 -
p.m., 5:30 p.m., 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 9, and 2 p.m., 2:30 
p.m., 3 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 4 p.m. and 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Unity of 
Livonia, 28660 Five Mile, between 
inkster and Middlebelt. For more 
information, call (734) 421-1760. 

Advent mass 
9 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at the Felician 
Sisters Chapel at Madonna University 
36600 Schoolcraft, Livonia. Use the 
Newburgh entrance. Breakfast to fol­
low mass. An activity of Bethany 
Suburban West, a Catholic organiza­
tion providing peer support for the 
divorced and separated of all faiths. 
For information, call (734) 513-9479. 

Praise worship concert 
Randy and Marli Brown perform 11 

a.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Faith Bible 
Church, 34541 Five.Mile, west of 
Farmington Road, Livonia. No admis­
sion but a love offering will be 
received. Nursery provided. For infor­
mation, call (734) 464-7990. 

Advent tea party 
12:30-3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at The 
Retreat Center at St. Johnls, 44011 
Five Mile, Plymouth. Reflect on 
Advent scripture readings, four 
Sundays of Advent and the essence 
of Emmanuel - Christ with us. Tickets 
$10, includes tea and iunch, benefits 
Catholic Social Services of Wayne 
County Pregnancy Counseling 
Department. Please bring an item for 
a newborn to donate. For reserva­
tions, call (734) 414-1104 or visit 
www.TheRetreatCenter.org. 

Youth Christmas program 
Garden City Presbyterian Church will 
present the annual youth Sunday 
school Christmas program, a play 
with singing entitled "You Can't 
Cancel Christmas" 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 10, at the church, 1841 
Middlebelt, one block south of Ford 
Road. Come and share the joy of 
Christmas in a warm and friendly 
environment. Refreshments immedi­
ately after program in the Fellowship 
Hall. Everyone is welcome. Handicap 
accessible. For more information, call 
(734)421-7620. 

Christmas concert 
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, in the sanctu­
ary at Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 14175 Farmington Road, north 
of 1-96 (Schoolcraft), Livonia. The 
sounds of Christmas will be 
enhanced by the Christ Our Savior 
Festival Choir, Jubeliation Handbell 
Choir, Laudate Choir (grades 1-6), 
Confirmation Choir (grades 7-8), a 
Brass Ensemble, and various instru­
mentalists. . 

The concert is free and open to the 
public. A freewill offering will be 
taken. Mark Lohmeyer, Minister of 
Music and organist, will be leading 
the concert. For more information, 
call (734) 522-6830 or visit the Web 
site at www.christoursavior.org. . 

Christmas music 
Christmas Jazz Vespers Service 7 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Ward 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 
40000 Six Mile, Northviiie. For infor­
mation, call (248) 374-7400. Jazz in 
the Spirit, from First Presbyterian 
Church in Birmingham, will present a 
musical, poetic and prayer filled wor­
ship experience. Childcare provided 
to age 4. No charge. 

25th annual concert 
St. Aidan Catholic Church presents its 
25th annual Christmas Concert 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 10, at the parish, 17500 
Farmington Road, Livonia. 
Admission is $5 plus TWO non-perisr:-
able food items. Proceeds go to 
Christmas Baskets prepared by St. 
Aidan Christian Service Commission. 

A Christmas Prayer 
A musical drama, a prodigal son's 
journey featuring musicians and 
liturgical dancers 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Hope 
Lutheran Church, 39200 W. 12 Mile, 
Farmington Hills. For more informa­
tion, call (248) 553-7170. 

Hanukkah gift shoppe 
Congregation Beit Kodesh Sisterhood 
Hanukkah/Judaic gift shop opens 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sundays 
through Dec. 10. Selection includes 
holiday gift wrap, chocolate coins', 
dreidels, candles, electric and tradi­
tional menorahs and many Judaic 
gift items. Congregation Beit Kodesh 
is located at 31840 W. Seven Mile, 
Livonia. 

Choral festival 
Concert of Advent and Christmas 
carol festival featuring Kirk in the 
Hills Young Children's, and Junior and 
Senior Boys' and Giris' Choirs, 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Kirk in the Hills, 
1340 West Long Lake Road, 
Bloomfield Hills. No charge. For 
details, call (248) 626,2515, ext. 109. 

Bible-based ESL classes 
Mondays 7-8:30 p.m. Registration: 
Dec. 11 and 18 (classes closed after 
that), at First Baptist Church of 
Farmington, 33400 Shiawassee. Cail 
(248) 474-0350 ext. 222. Open to 
adults 18 and over. Book fee only. 

One, the movie 
A contemporary journey toward a 
timeless destiny 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
12, at Unity of Livonia, 28660 Five 
Mile, between Inkster and Middlebelt. 
Love offering accepted at the door. 
Presented by Citizens for Peace. Call 
(734) 421-1760. 

Advent services 
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays Dec. 13 and 20, 
at Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 30650 Six Mile, between 
Middlebelt and Merriman, Livonia. 
Begins with a simple soup and bread 
supper at 6:30 p.m. followed by 
Holden Evening Prayer accompanied 
by our handbell choir. A pick your 
favorite Advent hymn sing precedes I 
the service. Everyone in the commu- '. 
nity is welcome to attend. * .; 

Advent worship 
Services 7 p.m. Wednesdays, Dec. 13 • 
and 20, at Grace Lutheran Church, 
46001 Warren, between Canton 
Center and Beck, Canton. For infor­
mation, call (734) 637-8160. Sunday • 
Worship services are 8. a.m. (tradi- -
tional) and 10:30 a:m. (contempo­
rary). Sunday School & Adult Bible 
Study at 9:15 a.m. Sunday. 

http://www.hometowfl1ife.ajm
http://www.obriensul-
http://ilivanfuneralhome.com
http://www.schrader-howell.com
http://www.DesmondFuneralHome.com
http://www.DesmondFuneralHome.com
mailto:oeobits@hometownlife.com
http://www.TheRetreatCenter.org
http://www.christoursavior.org
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NEW HOPE 336411 Michigan Ave. • Wayne. M l 

(Bi'IweenWaine Rtl. & Merriman Rd.) 

(734)728-2180 

Virgil Humes, Pastor 
Sa;tsnhi IU'RIW V^r-hir'' "iip.n 

Sunday Worship '}<'•& m. arid l'i'4; -j.m. -Sunday Sehw! WOa.ir. 
Wdn&dJv Praise Scrvi« b'OG t> in. - \kdnftda\ Onita, Youth and Adah Bible Sfadv" !i(i-N' t -

Awtor ftv/'W Washington 
mitiTbecCF Family 
would like to 
invite you to... 

"Where the Word is Relevant, 
People are Loved and Christ is the Key" 

Join us for Worship Service at 10;30am 
Sunday School and/or New Members Orientation: 9:00am 

Located at 8775 Ronda Drive, Canton, Mi, 48187 
Between Haggerty Road and Lilley Road 

SW corner of Joy Road and Ronda Drive 

www.CaritonCF.Qrfl 
It's not about Religion, it's aboist Relationships, 

Come to a place wHere Hues are changed, 
families are made whole and ministry is real! 

Ctarenceville United Methodist 
20300 Middlebelr Rd. • Livonia 

248-474-3444 
Pastor Bern U brands 

Worship Service 9:30 AM 
Sundav School 11 00 AM 

Vuisery Provided 

"More than Sunday Services" 
Worship Service 

9:00, 10:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
1 Dynamic Youth and Children's Programs 
• Excellent Music Ministries 

• Small Groups For Every Age 
• Outreach Opportunities 

Pastor: 
Dr. Dean Kiump 

Associate Pastor: Rev. David Wichert 

First tlnited.Methodipt Church 
- J | •'-,." of Plymouth 

' 4526VNor t l i -T«r i i i fe r ia tkbad v 

'(Weslof'StfcWiSn'KoatJ)""':::^ 

•.. . ( ,734) 453 ; -52&a ,V 
| www.pfumc.org 

fttdersgatei 
United Meihodist 
10000 Beech Dalv fl o „ ^ , A 

313£37r3170 
9:30 - Trad. Worship & Sun. Sch 

11:00 - Conternp. Family Worship 
www.redfordaldersgate.org 

METHODIST CHURCH 
"Open Hearts, Minds & Doors 

36500 Ann Arbor "frail 
between Wayne & Newburgh Rds 

734-422-0149 
Worship Service 

and 
S u n d a y S c h o o l 

9:15 & 11 :00 a .m . 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just north of 1-96 

7 3 4 - 5 2 2 - 6 8 3 0 
Sunday Worship 

J:15 & 11:00 am - Traditional 
9:45 - Modem 

Staffed Nursery Available 

Sunday School 
9:45 & 11 am 

Early Childhood Center 
Phone 734-513-8413 

i * * " l i / " n'es who share the love of Jesus Christ 
: Robert F Bayer and Anthony M. Creeden 

Visit our website; www.ne > r w -

Gl ACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MISSOURI SYNOD 

BEECH DALY 
EDFORDTWR 

Worship Service 
Q..15 6 11 00 A.M. 

Suiid.ij S"hool 
9 1 5 & H 3UA.M, 

• , Senior Pastor 
• Assistant Pastor 

HOSANNA-TABOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

9600 Leverne • So. Redford • 313-937-2424 
Rev. Jonathan Manor, Sr. Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 9 :45 a.m. 

Christian School 
Pre-Kindera.arten-8th Grade 

For more information call 
• 313-937-2233 

CATHOLIC 

ST. ANNE'S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Immemorial Latin Mass 
Approved by Pope St. Pius V in 1570 
St. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8 
23310 Jov Road « Redford, Michigan 

5 Blocks E.'ofTelegraph • (313) 534-2121 
Mass Schedule: 

First Fri. 7:00 p.m. 
First Sat. 11:00 a.m. 
Sun. Masses 7:30 & 8:30 a.m. 
Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass 
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 

Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M. 

RESURRECTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 
48755 Warren Rd., Cantor, Michigan 48187 

451-0444 
REV RICHARD A PERFETTO 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday & Friday 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday - 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday - 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

St Genevieve Roman Catholic Church 
St. Genevieve School - PreK-8 

29015 Jamison • Livonia • 734-427-5220 
(East of Midiilebeit, oetween 5 Mile & Jeffries) 

MASS: Tues 7 p. Wed . Thurs. 9 a. 
Sat. 4 p. Sun 11a 

St. Maurice Roman Catholic Church 
32765 Lyndon • Livonia « 734-522-1616 

(oetween Merriinar; & Farmington Roads] 
MASS: Man 8:30 a Fri. 8'30 3 

Sat. 6p, Sun 9a 

CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE 

First Church of Christ, Scientist. Plymouth 
1100 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth. Ml 

734-453-0970 
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 

Wed. Evening Testimony Meeting 7:30 
p.m. 

Reading Room located at church 
Saturday 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

714-4*-l.llQ7n 

CHURCH of CHRIST WEST 
291 East Spring Street • Plymouth 48170 

Sunday Worship ' Ham & 6pm 
Uh> Ck* 

'niisdiiv i'lam & iWni*.JLiv 7-pm 
734-451-1877 Michigan Bible Schuol 

Minister Tui'sd.i\ & Thursday 7pm 
John Nathf I'.s.w.Jur̂ Iitfchrsi.i-'iVoUtfg 

EPISCOPAL 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
16360 Hubbard Road 

Livonia, Michigan 48154 

Wednesday 9:30 A.M Holy Eucharist 
Saturday 5:00 P.M Holy Eucharist 
Sunday 7:45 & 10:00 A.M Holy Eucharist 

Office Hours 9A.M.-3 P.M. 
www.standrewschurch.net 

The Rev. John W. Henry II Rector 

B S ST. JOHN'S 
™ EPISCOPAL C H I R C H 

:' 574 S.Sheldon Road 
Plymouth. Mich « !70 

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 0 1 9 0 

Spoken service at 7̂ 45 a.m. 
Contemporary service at S:Q0 a.m. 

Traditional service with cnoir at II:U0a.m. 
Education for AH at 10:00 a.m. 

www.sljohiispIynjijutli.org 

^©NGRE^im^N 

31840 W. Seven Mile Rd., Livonia 
Rekindle your Jewish roots with us. 
Friday Night Services 8:00 pm 
Saturday Services 9:00 am 

Sunday School 9:30 am Sept-May 
www.beitkorlesh.Qrg 

C a s u a l , C o n t e m p o r a r y , 

Excel lent Ch i l d ren ' s 

P r o g r a m 

Meets at Frankl in H.S. in 
Livonia on Joy Road 

(Between Merriman and Mtddlebeit Roads) 

at 10:00 a.m. 
734-425-1174 

Join us for coffee, haaeix and 
donuts after the service! 

EVANGELICAL 
PRESBYTERIAN 

40000 Six Mile Road 
"just west of 1-275" 

Northville, MI 
248-374-7400 

Traditional Worship 
9:00 & 10:20 A.M. 

Contemporary Worship 
11:40 A.M. 

Nursery & Sunday School During 
All Morning Worship Services 

Evening Service * 7:00 P.M. 
services Broadcast 
11:00 A.M. Sunday 

WMUZ 560 AM 
For additional information 

PRESBYTERIAN 
(U.S.A.) 

if: Downtown 

\?̂ =r- i. C'lit'cr- '3t-t:v:K - :734)4£ 
8'30.9 '30S 11:00 a.m. 

•' • vistt us at www.tpco.net 

AccessiDie to ail » f 

Rosedale Gardens 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
9601 Hubbard al W. Chicago, Livonia, Ml 

(between Mernrnan S Farmington Rds.) 
(734) 422-0494 

www roseaaiegardens.org 
Contemporary Service 

9:00 am 
Traditional Service 

10:30 am 
We Welcome You To A 
Full Service Church 
Rev. Richard Pt-ttr*, Pastor 

Ret. KellieWhitloik.Aftociate Part 

St. James Presbyterian 
Church, USA 

25350 West Six Mile Rd. 
Redford (313) 534-7730 

Sunday Worship Service - ?G:0CA.M., Sund 
.J...: : ; : ; . ' , : . ' ,? : , „ , j _ . ~:nnsrs-6:00r 

Trsnft Store every Sat lOam-2— 
Hursery Care Provided« Handicapped A 

Rev. Paul S. Bousquettt 

Risen Chrisl I ulhi'i.in 
u •"» 

David w. t, 
46250 Ann Arbo 
{1 Mile West of She 

Sunday Worshl, 
•unday School (Chil 

Li IHfrV, r\ i\(.Mk\i 
' i l l R(HI\ \MFKK \ 

I W S U I K \L 
CCALWM 

Timothy Lutheran Church 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

8820 Wayne R d . 
(Between Ann Arbor Trail & Joy Road) 

Livonia • 427-2290 
Jii) Hegdal, Pastor 

10:00 a.m. Family Worship 
(Nursery Available) 

FAITH COVENANT 
CHURCH 

14 Mile Road and Drake, Farmington Hills 

(248) 661-9191 
Sunday Worship 

and Children's Church 
9:15 a.m. Contemporary 

11:00 a.m. Traditional 
ffa-il/f ffiY& twt-\i\4AaA €rw /ill cot^ii / *> 

\ H ll I H * \ I ill Nil ill l l III % 
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q JND/'Y WOH-.HIP SEHVICI 
8 30 AM &11 00 A W 

P'sro-i ji"E<s Horp 
P ~-r Fri S " I M i tu\ 

PLYMOUTH CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

I W. Ann Arbor Road • (734) 453-152S 
iunday School - 9:45 A.M. 

Sunday Worship - 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M. 

Familv Nlnht - Wed. 7:00 P.M. 

THE 

dDbserwr £*f Sctenltft 
NEWSPAPERS 

WHEREHOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 

In addition to our weekly Worship Directory, the Observer 
and Eccentric Newspapers publishes a traditional holiday 
direct' • - - » • • 
call 71 
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Macy's, JC Penney, Sears, 

Corner of Wayne & 
's & Over 80 Specialty 

•734-421-0291 
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