4

READY REFERENCE
Newspaper classified sections
are available at the Reference

5 Desk
SUNDAY
November 26, 2006

75 cents

WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2001

Your hometown newspaper
serving Westiand for
42 years

e

www.hometownlife.com

Westland teen rebounds from he

Franklin student talking, moving, could return home soon

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

Nathan Carlin's eyes were closed
and he was unable to speak as he rest-

and neck injuries after a confronta-
tion that ended with an assault at the
school Wednesday morning. The 18-
year-old Westland resident was
unconscious when he was airlifted to

ed in an intensive care unit at the the Ann Arbor hospital. day”
University of Michigan Hospital early Nick Carlin, 20, worried that he
Thursday mothing. would riéver be able to tatkto his’

The Franklin High School sopho-
more, who loves to joke around and
tinker with cars, suffered serious head

younger brother again. Then, at 3
a.m. Thursday; Nathan opened his
eyes and uttered some words.

“He was convinced it was all a bad
dream, he was going to fall back
asleep and he would wake up in his
bed,” Nick Carlin said Friday. “He did-
n't remember going to school that

Nathan was anxious during those
few minutes he was awake, but it was
a tremendous moment of hope that
teenager would survive.

“I was thrilled he remembered who

* down,” Nick Carlin said.

patient room.

I was and T was able to calm him

On Thanksgiving Day, the Carlin
family was thankful Nathan was able
to move his arms and legs and even
crack a few jokes in between some
lengthy naps. By the end of the day,
he was moved from the ICU into a

-“He was speaking in complete sen-
tences a.pd he even smacked me in the

d injury

face after I made a comment,” Nick
Carlin said. “That really lifted our
spirits. He was starting to be himself
again’

Nathan suffered hairline fractures
to the base of his skull and spine.
Nick Carlin said his brother has a
“hellacious headache;” but the injuries
have not limited his motor skills. He
added it is possible Nathan could
come home this weekend. -

“He’s still very groggy and on a jot
of medication for the headache, so he

PLEASE SEE INJURY, A4

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

It’s about to get very busy around Kristy

good boys and girls and some naughty and
nice adults.
Welcome to Sent By Santa, a home-based

Santa letters.

“People provide me with the information,
and I do the leiter, I personalize every one,”
said the Westland resident. “Children are
amazed Santa really knows so much about

of their accomplishments.”

in 1997 and has done it every year except
2005 when she took time off for health rea-
sons and a move from Garden City to
Westland. ‘

The letters are written with information
provided by the sender. They cost $8 each,
with a portion from each letter donated to

children who have clefting.
Oral-facial clefts are birth defects in which
- the tissues of the mouth or lip don’t form
properly during fetal development. They are

first most common faejal birth defect, One
child in 700 is born with clefting,.
Wide Smiles — wwwwidesmiles.org —

Robinett’s house. As an official correspondent
for the Big Man, she'’s getting ready to write to

Santa’s workshop specializing in personalized

them — good things, as well as areas that need
improvement. The letters are a great way to
build self-esteem by commendmg the chiidren

Robinett signed on as Santa’s correspondent

Wide Siniles, an organization for families with

the fourth most common birth defect, and the

PLEASE SEE SANTA, AS

Letters let kids hear from Santa Claus

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kristy Robinett of Westiand gets her eff ears at night when she writes her Santa fetters to children of all ages.

EY‘REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

‘Livonia school board members will talk about
finances and high school graduation require-
ments at Monday’s committee of the whole
meeting.

No decisions will be made a.t the study ses-
sion, but board members promise it willbe a
good dialogue.

“Please listen and tune into that meeting if at
all possible,” board President Lynda Schieel said.
“We'll probably have some good discussion
regarding things like enroliment numbers,
fundmg trom the state, programs and fiind
equity.”

Sheila Alles, director of academic services,
will present a recommendation on how to align
the district’s eurriculum with the state’s new
high school graduation requirements that take
effect for freshmen entering high school next
fall,

LPS students will have to take an additional
hailf-credit of English, one and-a half eredits in
math, a haif-eredit in science and additional
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social studies classes. The district will also have
to change its requirements to include visual,
performing and applied arts, add two credits for
world language and incorporate an online
learning component.

Budget amendments will be mtroduced as
well.

Supt. Randy Liepa estimated a $2 million
shortfall in this year’s budget because enroll-
ment fell by 500 students, twice what the dis-
trict anticipated. Hé has suggested bajancing
the budget from the district’s $10.9 million
fund equity.

Some parents and board members have
raised concerns about spending down the fund
equity.

“We need to keep those funds for those times
when the state takes away funds that they have
promised us,” said Trustee Robert Freeman.
“The state promised a $210 increase in our
foundation grant. ... The news out of Lansing is
that they didn’t have the revenue that they
expected.”

During a Michigan Association of School
Boards conference, Freeman heard that the

@Eﬁ%@é@ ot @@@@%
Equity Line of Credit!

Introduciory Rate: 5.99% APR*

Look ipside for details and o learn how
you're eligitle to join our credit union,

LP S board to talk funds, graduation policy

state may announce a midyear reduction in
state per-pupil revenue that could be anywhere
from $90 to $120 per student.

“Either one of those numbers hurts a lot.
That's half of what the state promised us,”
Freeman said. A $90 per student reduction
amounts to more than $1.5 million,

Trustee Steve King said the district can’t keep
blaming the state for its money woes.

“There is no money tree at the state,” he said.
Tough decisions are commg, he said. “It starts
with transparency and putting everything out
on the table”

At a retreat meeting Nov. 13, board members
discussed how to work better together and with
the communlty

“T hope in the next few months, you’ll see
progress out of our board,” Trustee Tom
Bailey said. “If there’s a hiccup, a small
snafu, a big snafu, we will fix it. We are a

good district. We're going to work together
as a team.”

The committee of the whole meeting starts at
7 p.m. at the board office on Farmington Road,
just south of Five Mile,

oliday
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Residents plead
to keep agency
In apartment
building

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

For 12 years, a Medicaid-funded agency has
quietly rented a ninth-floor apartment in
Westland, providing crueial services to a
handful of mentally and physically impaired
residents.

The problem is, the Nelghborhood Service
Organization never sought city approval to
have an office atop the high-rise Hunters West
building, on the northwest corner of Hunter
and Yale.

NSO care providers, who also treat patients
from outside the building, never had a threat-
ening situation until
police officers and fire-
fighters were recently

Currently, 14

H summoned when a non-
?i:'t:eo';t:hzccupv resident became combat-~
ive,

. e 3 NOW, Westland city
blllldlllq s 426 officials face a difficult
apa I'tmentS. decision to either force

NSO out - a move that
its in-house patients say
would devastate them - or let the agency stay
and impose restrictions, such as limiting care
to Hunters West residents.

Curréently, 14 patients occupy five of the
building’s 426 apartments. They pay their
own bills, and they receive such services as
peychiatric therapy, help with their medica-
tions, and rides to places like their doctor’s
office, the grocery store and election polis.

“They do things for us we can’t do for our-
selves,” 75-year-old patient Norma Spreclier
told the Westland City Council last week,
pulling her oxygen tank with her to the podi-
um.

“They are family to me,” Sprecher said. “If
you take them from e, it will be a very trau-
matic thing.”

Several elderly patients pleaded with city
officials not to force NSO to move its office,
which is housed in a two-bedroom apartment.
One resident, Helen Foy, said care providers
took her for radiation treatment for cancer.

“To me, it’s my security blanket,’ she told
the council, adding later, “I feel it has saved
my life, and I feel they should stay there.”

NSO has a therapist, a psychiatrist, a nurse,
a case manager and direct care workers who
staff the office. The hours are 6 a.m. to 10:30
p.m., but the agency’s unit director, Mary
Neff, said workers will respond to patients at
any hour they need help.

“We bring the services to them,” she said,

PLEASE SEE AGENCY; A4
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Parents tell board LPS changes not working

BY REBECCA JONES -
STAFF WRITER

Parents upset about Livonia
Public Schools’ loss of 500
students told school board
members last Monday that
the Legacy Initiative is not
working.

Téresa Thompson sent her
fifth-grade son to Johnson
Upper Elementary this year.

“Now it feels like he’s at jun-
ior high,” she said. Unlike last
year, parents Weren't invited
to the class Halloween party.
“There’s been little to no com-
munication between the
teachers and the parents,” she
said.

Karen Wynns has a third-
grader and fourth-grader at
Grant Elementary. She said

there’s no longer a community

feeling there,

Wynns will face-a “decision
next year. “Do I send my
daughter to the mega 5-6
school or do I send herto a
private school?” she said,

Wynns suggested trying a
districtwide K-8 school.

Alicia Wenzinger, who
moved into the district a year
ago, still has a child in high
schoo! and middle school in
LPS, but enrolled her second-
grader in parochial school.

“I wish I could afford all
three, but I cannot,” she said,
“There has to be a better way
because I don’t believe the
Legacy Initiative is it.”

Seven schools were closed
and elementary schools were
reorganized under the Legacy

Initiative this year, in a cost-
saving effort: However the -
district lost mbre st ‘

. than it had anticipated, and

some parents blame the plan.
I will guarantee you, you
are seeing now and you will

- continue to see the fallout of

the Legacy Initiative,” said
Steve Futrell, a father of four.
“We're finding that we're really
not going to save that kind of
money.”

Parent Laurie Brenton said
she initially supported the
Legacy Plan but now feels
misled, and she’s concerned
the district will continue to
lose students.

Trustee Robert Fl'eeman
said only a small portion of the
losses were a regult of parents
pulling children out of LPS.

“One of them was my own.

- My daughter graduated, and
“ my wife and I didn't have a 5-

year-old to replace her,” he
said. "Some of the claims that
are being made are being
made falsely”

Trustee Cynthia Markarian
said she’s heard from parents
who are feeling out of place in
their schools.

“We need to work through

- that,” she said, and encour-

aged people to stay involved.

When it comes to questions
like whether the district
should have a K-8 school,
Markarian said, “We as a
board have to decide how
we're going to handle those
things going forward.”

rriones@nometownlifecom | (734) 953-2054

City get ready to light up holiday season

Time to warm up those
vocal chords for a holiday
sing-along as the Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli and a few spe-
cial guests get ready to flip the
switch on the city’s annual
Christmas display.

. The festivities take place at
6:15 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4, in
front of Westland City Hall on
Ford Road. -

The mayor and members of

" the Westland City Council
members will be joined by
Santa Claus and the winner of
the annual “What Christmas
Means to Me” essay contest in
lighting up the city’s
Christmas trees.

There will Christmas carol-
ing and after, the ceremony,
refreshments and a visit with

Santa at the central fire sta-

tion next to city hall,
Children who don’t get a

chance to whisper in Santa’s

ear that evening can chat it up

with the Jolly Old EIf during

the annual Santa Call-in Show

at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7.
Call {734) 467-3198 for more
information.

Other Christmas activities
include the 13th Annual “We
Promise You A White
Christmas” children’s poster
contest and decorating the
pine trees in front of the
Bailey Recreation Center with
the mayor.

The Westland Parks and
Recreation Department is
promising one familyin
Westland a white Christmas.

CITY OF WESTLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE

Even if there is no snow on
the ground Dec. 21, they'll
make sure the winners house
has a snow-covered yard.

The contest is open to all
elementary school children -
who live in Westland. All they
need to do is draw a picture
showing their house covered
in snow on Christmas Day.

Posters must be received by
no later than 10 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec, 13. The con-
test winner will be announced
and eontacted on Monday,
Dec. 18. If there already is
snow, another prize will be
awarded.

Posters can be dropped off
at the Bailey Recreation
Center or mailed to the
Westland Parks and

Recreation, Attention Poster
Contest, 36651 Ford Road,
Westland, MI, 45185.

Schools groups and scout
troops also can help dress up
the city for the holidays by
joining the mayor in decorat-
ing the pine trees between
city hall and the Bailey center
at 4:30 p.m., Wednesday,
Dec. 6.

Each group will decorate a
tree specially chosen for them
and then present their trees to
the mayor and her special
guest, Santa Claus. There also
will be time for some
Christmas caroling sing-along
and refreshments.

For more information, call
the mayor’s office at (734)
467-3200.

Pre-turkey
time workout

Hayes Elementary School
students, from left, third-
grader Megan Bauneister
and first-grader Anija Hail
along with first-grade
teacher Kerry Budia and
the rest of the school watk

throughout the Hayes Etementary Schooi to walk through the
neighborhood during the = neighborhood.

school's Turkey Trot on

Wednesday afternoon.

Please retycié_ this new:

e s i sl S paentat i

=xz= Roofing and Siding Inc, s
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

Certainteed Setect Shingie Roofer
Duro-Last Elite Roafer Award Winner
Professionai Rocfer Advisory Council

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4% Years

41700 Michigan Ave. ¢ Canton 734-97-81 22

The following appeals will be heard at a public hearing to be held
in the Council Chambers of Westland City Hall, 36601 Ford Road,
Wegtland, MI on Wednesday, December 18, 2006 at

7:00 p.m. at which time comments may be directed to the Board
during audience participation. If you wish to reply by mail, send
your comments to the above address. All property owners whose
‘names appear in our tax rolls located within 300° of this property
are being notified pursuant to this statute.

Petition #2578-8702 Fremont

Request for a 4 foot front yard setback variance from Ordinance
+248 as a result of the construction of a covered front porch addition
~-to the existing home.

ition #2579-16 . Wa Ro

“Request for a 15 foot setback variance from Ordinance 248 in order
to install a 756 square foot, 14 foot high free- standmg sign at the
‘fmnt 10t line of the site,

) n #2 & 2581.110 8. b oad
»Request for two non-conforming sign variances from Ordinance
7248 in order to alter two existing non-conforming signs located at
the site.

Publish November 26, 2008

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to state law a sale will be held at: Secured Self Storage,
2480 Gulley Rd ,» Dearborn Heights, MI 48125, December 9, 2006 @
1:0¢ PM.

#129 Sharon Williams, #328 Robert G. Gargos, #533 Jzenness L.
Ojanuga, #9529 Adam P Tsakos, #1011 Terence Mathews, #1025
Patricia Johnson, #1108 Jeffery Kozakowski, #1246 Veronica Morris.
Units contain: misc. household items,

Publish: November 26 & 30, 2006 OEQ8450472
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- Concert series lines up folk
s a following

acts, gat

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Original folk music has
found a home and it’s gather-
ing a following in Livonia.

The nonreligious series has
featured fiddlers and folk
singers in recent months, but
next Saturday’s performance
includes new musie inspired
by boys serving jail time.

“It’s pretty powerful stuff,”
said singer/songwriter Josh
White Jr., who will perform
those songs and others at his
Dec. 2 concert, part of the
Unity Acoustic Coffee House
concert series.

The series brings artists
before a coffee-fueled, family-
friendly audience at Unity
Church on Five Mile,

Livonia resident John
Alexander lines up the talent,
including national acts.

“You hear a lot of songs that
you never heard in your life,”
said Alexander, a performer
himself who also works as a
handyman.

Initially the idea was met
with resistance at the church,
but Alexander pushed, and
the monthly series now has a
following.

“I knew he could bring in
the talent. The question was
would the people come?” said
the Rev. Dennis Skiles of
Unity Church. “What we have
established is a venue in
Livonia that reaches as far as
Troy and Ann Arbor. We even
get people from Toledo that
come tripping by.”

White, son of the famed
guitarist singer and blues
artist Josh White, put on the
first concert at Unity two
years ago.

White, a Novi resident, also
attended the church from
time to time.

Saturday’s show, which
begins at 7 p.m. features some

her

Concert organizer John Afexander {jeft) listens to folk singer Josh White Jr.
as he talks about performing in the Unity Church coffee house concert series

Dec. 2.

songs that he and fellow artist
Mike Ball wrote after meeting
this summer with incarcerat-
ed youth at the WJ Maxey
Boys Training School through
a program called Project
Roots.

One of the songs, “Bar to
Bar,” features the chorus:
“Metal locking doors, three
hots and a cot and a cold dark
floor”

A collective song with a
blues influence is called
“Eddie’s Choice” about a
young man just released from
lockup who has to decide
whether to go back to a life of
crime or to heed the advice of
an old man he meets at a bus
stop.

White put the jailed
inmates’ lyrics to music and
introduced them to what he
calls root music, also known
as folk music.

The Unity concerts attract
families and seniors who are
put off by a bar atmosphere.

A 815 suggested donation
at the door includes coffee
and snacks. Artists are com-
pensated, and profits benefit

the church’s youth depart-
ment.

Ann Camp performs Jan.
14, The Rev. Robert Jones is
the featured artist Feb. 10.

Last month’s concert featur--

ing The Cats and the Fiddler

stole Marilyn Wells’ heart.

The trio of 11-year-olds
from Milford put on a “foot-
stomping fun” show, Wells
said, They perform folk,
gospel and bluegrasson a
variety of instruments.

“I bet they’re going to be
No. 1 on the country charts
one day, as soon as theyre
discovered,” said Wells, 67, of
Plymouth, a regular concert-~
goer who sometimes brings
her 92-year-old mother to the
shows. “It is so full of energy.
The music is absolutely out-
standing. You couldn’t get
that kind of entertainment for
that money anywhere else.”

For information or o reserve tickets
call (734) 421-1760. Unity Church is at
28860 Five Mile Road between
Middlebelt and Inkster.

rrjones@hometownlife.com | (734} 953-2054

6-month CD at

10.
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Maximum deposit $2,500
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barking gantar for more information.
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hasn’t eaten anything,” Nick
Carlin said. “Ifhe is able to
start eating and some other
things work out, he could be
home soon.”

As Nathan recovers, his
accused attacker, a 16-year-old
Livonia boy, was being held in
a juvenile detention facility
this weekend after a hearing
Friday in Wayne County
Juvenile Court. Details of the
hearing were not immediately
available,

Initially, he is being prose-
cuted as a juvenile since he is
about a month shy of his 17th
birthday ~ considered an adult
age in the criminal court
process.

“They have a few days to
decide whether to charge him as
an adult,” said Livonia police
Capt. Mark LaBerge said. “T'm
sure the prosecutor’s office is
waiting to see how the victim

recovers before deciding how to -

proceed”

Carlin was injured during a
confrontation in Franklin’s cafe-
teria at about 7:15 a.m.
Wednesday, about 10 minutes
before classes were to begin,
Police said he was thrown to the
floor on his head. The fight was a
culmination of sharp text mes-
sages exchanged between the
victim, the attacker and the
attacker’s friends.

One witness was Franklin
freshman Joe Ratke, who said he
was eating breakfast in the south
cafeteria when he saw the vietim
try to walk away from a boy in a
letter jacket.
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“The jock said, ‘Don't you turn
your back on me;” Ratke said.
The victim said he didn't want to
fight and tried to walk away, “He
flipped him around and
slammmed him on his head?”

The victim went into seizures
and his eyes rolled back in his
head. 5

“He was shaking with blood
coming out of his ears. There
was a garbage can full of bloody
towels,” the student said.

No weapons were involved.
Livonia police Lt. Greg Winn
said detectives were still investi-
gating the cause of the argument
that led to the fight. Winn said
detectives were analyzing many

. witness accounts and cell phones

in the search for clues.

There was uneasiness at the
school Wednesday iorning in
the aftermath. Livonia police
sent school resource officers to
Franklin to help deal with ten-
sions. Students were allowed to
call parents to report their own
safety and many left school. At

about 10 a.m., parents streamed .

to the school to pick up students.

“Tt was disturbing. I couldn’t
concentrate in class,” Ratke said
after leaving the building.

The cafeteria area was taped
off for a while after the incident
as part of the police investiga-
tion, but the area was cleaned
and open to students in time for
lunch.

Staff writers Rebecca Jones and Dave
Varga contributed to this report.

Hospital reunion
set for Dec. 5

The 22nd annual holiday
reunion of former Wayne
County General Hospital's
staff and retirees is scheduled
for 5-9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5,
at the Golden Corral restau-
rant, on Warren Road
between Newburgh and
Central City Parkway. The
reunion will be held in a pri-
vate dining room.

Anyone associated with the

hospital is invited to attend, For

more information, call Patricia
Ibbotson at (734) 561-0177,

DIABETES PROGRAMS

The CVS Pharmacy at 37530
Cherry Hili, Westland, will
offer a program on Managing
Your Diabetes 3-6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 27. Participants
will learn how to control dia-
betes and manage medications,
as well as get tips on making
healthy lifestyle choices.

For more information, call
(734) 727-0322.

The program also will be
offered at the CVS Pharmacy at
31411 Cherry Hill, Westland, 3-
6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 30, For
information, call (734) 326~
2990.

' o o 9 ?
Disc H erniation
New FDA Approved Technology Treats
Hernlated Discs Without Drugs or Surgery

Suburban Detroit - A new free report has recently been
released that reveals an amazing new medical breakthrough
that has proven 86% successful treating debilitating back
pain, Even with multiple hermiated discs. Find out how
space travel solved astronauts back pain and how this

accidental discovery has let

to the most promising back

pain treatment today. For your free report entitled, “How
-Space Age Technology Is Solving Back Pain Without
Drugs Or Surgery!” call 1-800-469-3018 and lisien to the
toli-free 24 hr. recorded message for all the details. If phone

lines are busy, visit: www.midischerniation.com
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FROM PAGE Al

NSO provides care that
allows the patients to remain
independent and live in a
mainstream environment, Neff
said. Some patients have no
family or relatives who will
help them.

City administration officials
and a split Westland Planning

- Commission have recom-
mended that the council
reject NSO's request to
remain at Hunters West. A
decision is expected Dec. 18
during a council meeting at *
City Hall, on Ford Road east

" of Newburgh,

Planning Commissioner
Normie Brazier, who has a
special needs son, conceded
that NSO provides much-
needed services, but she said
the agency should have its
own office and not be in an
apartment building,

Under new management,
Hunters West is undergoing a
$4 million renovation, and
those running the facility
have indicated support for
NSO.

Officials indicated that, if

they decide to let NSO stay at -

Hunters West, certain condi-
tions will be imposed, such as
prohibiting the treatment of
patients from outside the
building.

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli
raised concerns Monday that
allowing NSO to provide care
out of an apartment building
could open up “a Pandora’s
box” unless restrictions are
placed on the agency.

Most city leaders appeared
to agree that patients are
being helped.

“It would appear they're
getting some necessary help,’
Counciiman Richard LeBlanc
said.

delem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-210

Map your way through
the Westland Iibrary

INFORMATION CENTRAL

Vacations cost enough as it is, and .

the less money spent in the planning
process, the better.

I this has been a topic of frustra-
‘tion for you, come check out the
fibrary’s new map and trave collec-
tion! We have frequently updated
maps and vacation quides you can
bring hiome fo look through and plan
your itinerary for the perfect vaca-
tion.

There is plenty of vacation informa-
tion for all 50 states. You might be
surprised to learn of attractions you
had never known existed. Enjoy great
Civit War re-enactments in Virginia, or
make plans to visit Alabama in time to
experience the Shakespeare Festival.

0f course, all of the hot vacation
spots are covered as well. There is an
abundance of information about
camping sites in Florida, and the
Hawaii vacation foider is well-repre-
sented with brochuses and maps that
are sure to enrich your holiday.

The library's resources are not lim-
ited to the boundaries of the United
States. If that dream vacation to
Scotfand has been stuck in the plan-
ning stages for 20 years, make defi-
nite decisions through lodging guides
or decide if a hike through the high-
lands is the right adventure for you.

For regions such as Ireland, Aruba
and France, a shopping guide or enter-
tainment ideas coupled with a streei
map could prevent you from wasting
one minute of your precious vacation
time,

Whether you want to go backpack-
ing across Europe, plan your honey-
moon in Tahiti, or set aside a couple of
weeks 1o go sightseeing in Japan, ook
into the library’s resources before you
part with any money. The Map and
Trave! File is located near the research
databases in-the middle of the library.

‘See the Reference Desk, if you have
any questions,

e The library
; wuln.ﬁk« in w.umr 'IS open 9 a.m.
lichb 11 Monday-

; — Wednesday, 10
q}f Westiand Hi am.to5p.m.

= == Thursday-
Saturday.and’

noon=5 p.m. Sunday or visituson the
Web at www.westland.lib.mius

Highlighted Activities :

Holiday Stamping with Cari: 2 p.m.
Nov. 27.

Get a head start creating your holi-
day cards, Learn a variety of tech-
niques to create a variety of cards to
share with your loved ones this hoti- -
day season. All are welceme. All Sup-
piies inctuded. Stop by the Reference
Desk or call (734) 326-6123 to reserve
a seat.

Independent Movie Night: 7 p.m.
Nov. 28.

Join us as we screen Campfire, a
gripping tate of life in the West Bank,
immediately after Egypt's withdrawat
from the Sinai in 1981, in the first of
our monthly showing of independentiy
produced feature films. Bnng a friend
or come by yourself to enjoyan ©
evening of enfertainment. No registra-
tion is required.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Meeting: 7 p.m. Nov. 29,

Join other teens'and have your say
in helping to select books, programs
and prizes for teen activities. All sixth-
12th-graders are welcome.

Science Fiction and Fantasy Book
Discussion: 7 p.m. Nov. 29.

Join in for what wilf prove to be an
exciting discussion about Speculative
Fiction. All adutts with interests in the
genre are welcome. Visit our blog, too,
at sfwestlandlibmius.blogspot.com,

Information Central is compiled by
Mary Beth Fixier at the Witliam P. Faust
Public Library, 6123 Central City
Parkway, Westland. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 326-6123,

DEATHS

A
James A. Aliber
Aliber, 81, of Birmingham, died Nov. 21.
B
Clifford R. Baker
Baker, 91, died Nov. 20.
: c
George A. Clifford
Ciifford, 77, of Redford, died Nov. 20.

Lunch,

Find Great, Unigue Chyistmas Cifts!
A I.IITHERAN HIGH SGHODI. WESTI.ANI

dcember f’lnd 2006

Yam-4pm

$2.00 Hdmission

All tems Handcrafted .luriled Show
Bake Sale, Kids Aclivities

Huuriv Doot Prize Drawings
Strollers Weicome!

farold Yernon Colllns
Collins, €5, of Westland, died Nov. 20.
D
Pierre Louis DePorre
DePorre, 74, of Bloomfield Hills, died
Nov, 20.
J
Ruthann Johnson
Johnson died Nov. 20.
M
Jack vito Migliore
Migliore, 84, of Sterllnq Heights, died
Nov. 20,
Gary Alan Mifz
Mitz, 58, died Nov. 18,

" Tom Moshimer

Moshimer, 71, of Plymouth, died Nov,
21
R
James A. Richardson
Richardson, 76, formerfy of Plymouth,
died Nov. 22,
Jean Ann (McMichael) Ruhl
Ruhl, 67, of Farmington Hills, died Nov.
20,
Lamar M. Russom
Russom, 90, died Nov. 19,
S
Kathieen Ann Sheneman
Sheneman, 52; died Nov, 22.
Dougfas Stevens
Stevens, 73, of Franidort, died Nov. 14,
W
Katherine 0'Brien “Kay" Walters
Walters died Nov. 22
7
Peter Charles Zemnickas
Zemnickas, B8, of Beverly Hills, died
Nov. 19.

Complete paid obituaries can be found .

inside today's newspaper in Passages
on page L4,

et e 2y
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AROUND WESTLAND

Gingerbread class

Looking for a unique Christmas experience to share
with your child? Mary Denning’s Cake Shoppe is
offering Art of Gingerbread Houses 6-8 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 27, at her shop at 8036 N. Wayne Road,

Westland.

It’s a one-day class for a child and an adult team to
create a special gingerbread house. The shop will sup-
ply all of the gingerbread, frosting, candy and equip-
ment that will be needed, so each team will take
home a completed house at the end of class.

The cost is $30 for cne child and one adult team to
make one house. If a second house is needed for an
additional child, add $15. All adults must be accom-

panied by a child.

For more information, call Mary Denning’s Cake

Shoppe at (734) 261-3680. |
Holiday music

The sounds of the season will
echo through Westland
Shopping Center with musical
performances by local groups.

The five-piece Phil Gram All
Stars will perform classic holi-
day music 6-8 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12 and 19, in the
East Court, while 3 D's & W, a
barbershop quartet, will per-
form throughout the mall 6-8
p-m. Wednesday, Dec. 13 and
20, and Friday, Dec. 15 and 22,

Also performing will be
Plymouth Baptist Church Choir
8-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, in
the J.C. Penney Court, and Our
Lay of Good Counsel Choir
Group 11 a.m. to noon Friday,
Dec. 15, also in the J.C. Penney
Court.

" Youngsters can stop by and
see Santa 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. now
through Saturday, Dec. 2, Dec.
4-9 and Dec. 11-14. Additional
hours will be 11 a.m. tc 6 p.m.
Dec. 10 and 17, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Dec. 15, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.. Dec.
16,17 and 23 and § a.m. to 5
p.m. Christmas Eve, Dec. 24.

With the holiday shopping
season in full swing, the mall
will be open a variety of hours
during the month. It will be
open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. now
through Thursday, Dec. 7. Other
hours include 9 a.m. te 9 p.m.
Dec. 8 and 17, 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Dec. 11-15, 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Dec.
16, 18-23, and 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Dec. 24.

The mall will be closed -
Christmas Day, but will re-open
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 26. It will
return to normal hours Dec. 27-
30, then open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m,
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.

Got a mocktail?

Share a favorite non-aleoholic

drink for a chance to win a gift
certificate for stores at Westland
Shopping Center.

The Southeast Michigan
Community Alliance and
Mothers Against Drunk Driving
are looking for the tastiest holi-
day drinks to be featured at the
Holiday Mocktail Mixer 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at
the mall’s east court.

There will be first-, second-
and third-place gift certificates
awarded.

Drop off recipes at the mall
Information Desk, e-mail them
to Wendy Harless at
wendyh@semca.org or mail
them to 25363 Eureka, Taylor
MI 48180. All entries must be
received by Friday, Dec. 1,

For more information, visit
www.semcaprevention.org.

Talk about SciFi

What if The War of the Worlds
started in Westland?

H.G. Wells' classice story isn't
based in Westland, but a new
science fiction forum is.

The Westland public library
will host a science fiction and
fantasy discussion group at 7
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29. It’s
iree, and the public is invited.

A flier for the group seeks

participants to “engage in spirit-

ed discussion” during “kind of
an intellectual party about
aliens” and other things science
fiction.

FREE

ESTIMATES
(734) 525-1930
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offers support, inspiration,

- information and networking for
families dealing with the chal-
lenges associated with clefting,
Robinett said. :

The first year Robinett did
Santa correspondence, she sent
out 20-25 letters. The number
inched up with referrals, and she
now does 700 to 1,000 letters
each holiday season.

. “They all come in at once,” she
said. “T have 35 now, but they’ll
all pile in the first week of

She puts in a lot of late nights,

writing letters. Although she can
do generic letters, she prefers to
personalize each one, trying to
make them more of a feel-good
letter created especially for the
recipient.

She makes sure she uses differ-
ent paper for youngsters who've
gotten letters from her in past
years and estimates that she does
“about 30 a night, if I'm on a roll”

Admittedly, there’s a concern
about the letters getting to their
recipients in time, especially
when some of the destinations
are Ireland, England and South
Affica.

“T've only lost one or two in the
last 10 years, but it’s always scary
they won’t make it in time,” she
said.

The international letters also
are difficult because Robinett
must research the traditions in
those countries, so that the child
can believe the letter is truly
from Santa Claus.

Robinett gets help from hier
two children, ages 9 and 12, who
help make magic reindeer and
magic and snowflakes that are
included in the letters.

Her 9-year-old son last year
told her there’s no Santa, but
“still believes I'm on Santa’s pay-
roll”

“I'm not sure if he’s pulling my
leg or if hes serious,” she said. “I
tell him I'm an elf and that I only
get elf ears at night when I'm
writing.”

Robinett has done letters for

all ages. She's done the letters to
children from parents and

~ grandparents, has had grand-

mothers send letters to their hus-
bands, “if they've been naughty,”
and even ones containing mar-
riage proposals.

“There’s endless possibilities
and soéme of the requests have
been doozies — some-where they
know the recipient’s been cheat-
ing on them,” she said. “I send
those back because they're not
appropriate.”

As for those naughty or nice
boys and girls, visit Kristy

Robinett’s Web site at www.sent- -

bysanta.niet for more information
or to order a letter from Santa.
But don't delay, her deadline for
orders in Tuesday, Dec. 5.
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R g In 1978, a group of teenage
QUEEN 2PC SETS softball players wandered into
STARTING AS LOW AS . Clarence “Bud” Hucul’s sports

I store in Madison Heights to
order some team T-shirts.

I That chance encounter
would change the life of Hucul
and the young women. He
found out they didn’t have a

I lot of money and he helped
with T-shirts and supplies.

He also found out they were
inept on the field, a source of
amusement for the folks in the
bleachers. He told them so
and when they asked him to
become their coach, the suc-

i
i
l cess of the team and its players
1
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wound tightly together on the
road to a national softball
championship. In 22 Yellow
Roses, Hucul doesn’t spare
himself, but it’s the success
story that Hucul wants to
emphasize,

“It’s a true story. Seventeen
of 22 girls from eight different
high schools received full-ride
scholarships. In that period,
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Book tells dramatic
1 story of softball, prison

that was more than all the
high schools in Michigan put
together,” said Hucul, now a
resident of Plymouth

The girls were students at
Shrine, Birmingham Groves,
Marian, Southfield-Lathrup,
Novi and East Detroit. Some
came from broken homes,
some had only marginal soft-
ball talent.

Hucul had played some pro
ball and was a scout for the St.
Louis Cardinals, When he and
his wife at the time moved to
Michigan to work at
Beaumont Hospital in the
mid-1970s, he coached ateam
of hospital employees.

But this team was different
and his single-minded interest
in their success would damage
his marriage, his business and
contribute to decisions that
landed him in prison.

“A lot happened in those
years. I think I wasn't too
proud of some choices I made,
but then I am of some,” he
said. “When I decided to keep
bankrolling this thing and
fudging my balance sheets, I
had to make a choice and I
bonded with them.”

ROAD TRIPS

Hucul's sports store was

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Clarence ‘Bud' Hucul with his book, ‘22 Yellow Roses.’

already doing weak business.
But he began to spend money
on team uniforms, shoes and
equipment. And he began tak-
ing his young charges on trips

they need it.

FERRYEL

Daniel J. Loepp
President & CEC
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

:

bchsm.com
MiBCN.com

Commitment to the Community

Since 1939, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan has honored our nonprofit
commitment to the people of Michigan by providing unparalleled access to health
services, working in partnership with physicians and hospitals to improve health
care quality and supporting initiatives to expand access for people in need.

Today, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network together provide
more than-4.7 million people with the security and peace of mind that come from
knowing they will have access to quahty health care, wherever and whenever

We are proud of our partnerships with the state of Michigan to expand health
coverage to lower-income children and ensure seniors are fully covered under
Medicare. We are dedicated financial supporters of free community clinics across
Michigan, providing access for the uninsured. We are partners with the Michigan
Health & Hospital Association’s acclaimed Keystone Center, working to improve
quality through evidence-based medicine.

At Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network, we dedicate ourselves
every day to honoring our nonprofit heritage and commitment to Michigan. We
also commit ourselves to providing affordable health benefit solutions that meet
- the needs of our customers, information and assistance to meet the needs of our
members and innovations to improve service and reduce cost.

As we welcome Jeanne Carison as the new President and CEQO of Blue Care
Network, we look forward with excitement to playing a more prominent role in
your community. As we go forward, you have our commitment that we will
approach our business with the integrity you demand, the service you expect
and the commitment -we all share to improving health care for everyone.

é Jeanne Carlson

___President & CEO
2 Blue c"arE Network

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations
and Independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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to demonstrate their skills to
college coaches.

“They didn’t have money to
visit schools, they couldn't go
to Western Florida or Tampa.

- They didn't have any cars,”he

said.

He knew what coaches
wanted to see. He told his
young team they had to take
pride in what they were doing.

“I knew the game, baseball
and softball have a lot in com-
mon. The fundamentals are

the same,” he said. “When they '

saw by changing the habits
they had to doing the right
thing, they were succeeding in
batting and everything else. I
was very disciplined and strict
with them. We practiced hard,
very hard and some girls -
cried.”

In the process of financing
the team and the out-of-state
trips, Hucul began falsifying
financial reports to keep his
business afloat. His business
activities drew the attention of
the Internal Revenue Service
and the FBL. While his team
was winning ballgames, Hucul
was indicted for mail fraud,
He pleaded guilty and was
sentenced to a year in prison
and five years probation.

As his team was ready to
play in the national champi-
onship round of games, Hucul
sent 22 yellow roses, one to
cach player, and then left with
his daughter to drive to
Duluth, Minn., to begin serv~ .
ing his time.

LONG DISTANCE COACHING

The final part of the book
tells.of how Hucul coached his
team by phone long distance
from prison. To do this, he was
able to get 60 other prisoners
to relinquish their weekly
phone time to him on the per-
mission of the warden,

“They (the prisoners) were
so happy to be part of some-
thing in the outside world. A
level 1 (micimum security)
prison, they think it’s a play
school where you have fun,
with tennis courts, but a para-
dise it’s not,” he said. “You're
secluded, you're told when to.
do this, when to do that. When
they get up, when they shower,
when to eat, when to go to the
mailroom. It’s a federa.l prison.
You work.”

The team won the 1978
championship and many of
the young p]ayers did go on to
college,

Hucul served just over nine
months in Duluth. He
returned to coach the team to
a third place in 1979 and
another championship in 1980

and devoted 21 years to coach-

ing softball,
His efforts on behalf of his

_players included a successful

suit against the Michigan
High School Athletic
Association rule forbidding
high school softball team
members from playing w1th
recreational teams.

He is currently working
on a booklet advising
college-bound student-ath-
letes on what to do and not to
do. -

Hucul’s book is available
through the publisher online
at www.immortalinvest-
ments.com or at the Book
Cellar and Cafe on Ann Arbor

" Trail in downtown Plymouth.

hgatiagher@homatownlife.com
(734) 953-2149
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uffering from chronic nosebleeds as a child
sometimes required medical help. Under the
Israeli occupation, my minor medical prob-
lem resulted in my parents.enduring repeated

‘humiliation to beg the occupying army for per-

mission to seek medical help.

One particular evening, I watched as my
mother and father took turns
pleading with army officers for
permission to leave our house.
After what seemed an eternity,
my parents were finally granted
permission to take me to the
nearest clinic for help.

It took several hours after
being treated for us to get per-
mission to return home. Under
the Israeli occupation, litile daily

_routines were dangerous and
-~ exhausting. My father risked his
life and the hfe of his family by venturing out of
the house to seek help for his child, One never
knew when a jittery soldier would pull the trig-
geT.

Most of my fa.mﬂy sumved and escaped the
occupation and now are observers not of one, but
two occupations, Palestine and Iraq. Both occu-
pations are vicious, hazardous and inhumane.
Young distrustful men and women are trying to
maintain peace in foreign places through the
barrel of their guns, They patrol the streets in
fear and that, coupled with their high adrenaline,
makes an already volatile situation dangerous
and deadly. The occupation interrupts and robs
everyone of a basic and normal life, and robs sol-
diers from their innocence.

But to hear the occupiers talk, one would think
they are benevolent and kind to the people they
occupy. President Bush consistently talks about
freeing the Iragis from Saddam Hussein and his '
tyranny. He talks about democracy and the rights
of Iraqis to be free. Consecutive Israeli leaders
talk about their kindness toward the
Palestinians.

Yet in reality, the occupation of a whole society
is the worst form of human violation a country
can impose on its subjects. What the occupation
provides is alife where an individual has now
lost the ability to perform life’s most basic tasks,
such as walking to a neighbor’s house or driving
to the next town without checkpoints and per-
mission from a stranger in uniform. ,

According to John Hopking University, more
than 650,000 people have been killed in Iragq
since its invasion by U.S. forces. If this number is
true, it is the equivalent to the number of people
living in Livonia, Westland, Troy, Farmington
Hills and Redford. Regardless of whether they
were killed by coalition military action or insur-
gents, those individuals killed are more than just
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or daughter. Families in Iraqi are forever scarred,
not only by the death in their families, but the
destruction of their country and the uncertainty
of their future.

We have distnpted their lives under the pre- -
tense of bringing democracy and freedom to
them. Their daily lives are now full of violence,
fear and frustration. Peace, tranquility and nor-
mal living are now something in the past. Like
the Palestinians, the Iraqis are now on a path of
struggle that will not end until they become free
to rule their destiny — a destiny that must be
free of occupation.

Ifthe Iragi tragedy does not stir our hearts,
maybe we need to think of our soldiers and work.
to save them from the frontline of this calamity.
The human cost to our young soldiers is immeas-
urable, having lost over 3,141 lives and over
20,000 lives altered by the injuries they sus-
tained. This month alone, we have lost more
than 45 soldiers, including two from Michigan.
These numbers do not include the lasting psy-
chological affect on people serving the occupa-
tion.

By enlisting, our service men and women have
given up their voices because they are bound by
the Code of Military rules. They are willing to die
to keep us free, but fighting to continue an illegal
occupation of a country should never be part of
our military services. With the new election, we
must commit ourselves to finding a true solution
to the Middle East problem. Our next step is to
find a constructive way to rid ourselves of the
shackles of occupation and its corruption.

To honor our soldiers, we need to remind the
president to exert the same will and stubborn-
ness to end this war precisely like it was started.
Just as he reminds us that we cannot cut and run
until we win the war, we need to remind him that
in war and occupation, there are no winners.

We are disillugioned if we think that we can
ever restrain people who are fighting to be free.
The longer this war and occupation are pro-
longed, the more death, destruction and hate will
become the norm. The only winner in this war
are individuals and former public officials, like
Former CIA Director James Woolsey, Neil
Livingstone, Randy Scheunemann and others
who pushed for the war and are now making
millions in profit from this war.

As the holiday season approaches and our sol-
diers and the Iragi people are put in harm’s way,
we must test our courage by using our voice for
peace and justice for the victory we seek.
Nothing is won by force.

Terry Ahwal is on the executive cornmittee of the American
Federation of Ramallah Palestine and an advocate for non-
viclence, She lives in Canton.

o

L

)0

Sheldon
el

SreEara030

U-M can encourage diversity
hrough outreach programs

egular visitors to these pages might
recall my letters among others sup-
porting Proposal 2, the Michigan Civil
Rights Initiative, during the campaign.
Thus I welcome Hugh Gallagher's Nov. 23
assessment that "Support of Proposal 2
opens door for dialog on race.'
But not without quibble. Mr, Gallagher’s
continued insistence that
Proposal 2 bans affirmative
action, rather than a nar-
row subset of affirmative
action programs involving
race and gender prefer-
ences, is disproved by the
proposal’s ballot language.
And Proposal 2’s opponents
Paul didn't steer away from the
selbold race issue as much as they
memmmsnmemsmness - conjured imaginary threats
to women's programs in an
orgy of scaremongering. :

I prefer to think that all that is behind us
now, save for another sad, sorry lawsuit
filed on the day after the vote by the radi-
cal group By Any Means Necessary and its
fellow travelers disdainful of the unmistak-
ably expressed popular will. Instead, I join
Mr, Gallagher in endorsing forward-look-
ing efforts to launch a dialogue on issues
of race {(as well as gender - why not?) lead-
ing to progressive change, as exemplified
by the workshop he cites that is being
planned by Toward a Fair Michigan
(http://towardafairmichigan.org/).

Further, an online “Advisory” dated Oct.
19 from the U-M News Service concerning
the university's 2006 enrollment listed
several outreach measures already under
way to encourage minority applications:
“application workshops for prospective
students and counselors, personal invita-
tions by current students and U-M alumni,
on-campus events to introduce students to
the opportunities at U-M, and visits by
President Coleman to African American
churches and community events.” Mr.
Gallagher opines, and I agree, that such
programs are not banned by the constitu-
tional amendment that Proposal 2 has put
in place.

I find the Advisory extract very instruc-
tive, for it casts doubt upon U-M President
Coleman’s contention that the new amend-
ment marks the end of diversity; it under-
scores the importance of distinguishing
what Proposal 2 bans from what it does
not; and it puts Proposal 2 advocates,
including me, to our proof over our assur-
ances that affirmative action will survive.
Having worked toward the proposal’s

passage, we own it in the sense that we,
cannot and should not walk away from it.
So where do we go from here? Mr.

. Gallagher accurately recalls “the long, tor-

tured history of race relations in this coun-
try and in this state,” but almost as if that .
history should form an obstacle to fresh
thinkihg about race relations. I'm nota
social scientist, just a citizen, and if I had
my druthers, diversity would not be .
orchestrated but would simply happen as
my fellow citizens of all races, creeds, ete.
participate in producing America's good
things and preserving America's goodness.
This is what I observed in the Army, where -
the mission is paramount. Rather than
wallow in grievances, it might be more -
rewardlng to take the situation as we find -
it and apply the fixes where they're needed
Certainly, public education needs ﬁxmg
and, as it bears on state university admis- ¢
sions, has been the flash pomt for Proposa]
2's own tortured history. I'm not an educa-’
tor, either, but I have an idea to utilize the
state universities' commitment to diversity
even more directly than appears in the U-:
M Advisory. :
It might be called Adopt-a-District,
whereby a state university would set up a
resource and liaison center in a public
school district found by measurable crite-
ria to be underperforming. e,
Because the program would be pred1cat-
ed on performance, not race or gender, it -
should raise no concern under Proposal 2.
Through its direct presence as long as
needed, the university could provide cut- -
ting-edge expertise to district admlmstra- 2
tors, mobilize university staff and alumni _:
to address specific concerns or tasks, invite:
dialogue with aspiring students and show-
case an empowering option for life after - f

. high school. ' If suecessful over time, such a

program could assist the district in pro- = -’
ducing university apphcants fully competl-
tive on the basis of merit. All very pie in
the sky as proposed, but perhaps wortha
look or even a p110t program. :

A friend of mine who attended the MCRI“
Committee’s victory party in Lansing on
election night told me that Ward Conner}
of the American Civil Rights Institute sta
ed tha.t “Now is the time for the heavy lift-
ing” I hope that participants on both sides:
of this long and bruising campaign will hft’
together toward healing.

i
Paul M. Seibold is a translator, Army refiree and
member of the Michigan State Bar whe lives in .
Birmingham with his wife, Patricia, and daughter, S¢-

Jin. The views here expressed are his cwn.
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A month{l) with

a 24 month low
; miteage Rad

Carpet Renewal

: Lease. N

with $1,799
customer cash due at signing.
lnc?udes acquisition fee; securlty deposit waived.** Excludes tax,
title and license fee. Cash due is after $1,500 RCL cash back
and $1,000 RCL renewat cash.
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Lease.
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