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WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2001

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A $1 million state grant, authorized
Monday to c¢lean up the contaminated Cooper
School property in Westland, could be the
final piece of a 15-year puzzle for redevelop-
ing the site, officials said.

The grant will bring to nearly $3.4 million
the amount allocated for the project by the
Michigan Department of Env1r0nmental
Quality.

The total includes nearly $2.4 million in

. grants for the Livonia school district, which

shuttered the school in 1991, and a $1 million
revolving loan for the city of Westland,

cleaning up the former landfill and making it
feasible for developers to build medical office
buildings and a senior citizen independent '
living facility.

“Without this we would not have been able
to go ahead with the project,” said Jack
Kirksey, former Livonia mayor and project
consultant for the Livonia district.

Westland Mayor Sandra Cicirelli
announced the latest grant on Monday, say-
ing it will boost remediation efforts on the
site on Ann Arbor Trail east of Middlebelt.

“This additional funding is the direct result
of a lot of hard work on the part of the city,
the Livonia Public Schools and the developers
of the site over the last couple of years,”
Cicirelli said.
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Officials had met regularly to push for more
state funding after the MDEQ ruled that con-
taminated soil will have to bé hauled away -
rather than isolated in one area and capped.

“We have been meeting on a regular basis
in order to bring this project to completion,
and there was a last-minute need for addi-
tional funding that could not be provided by
the city, the schools or the developer,” Cicirelli
said. “I am extremely happy that the MDEQ
stepped in to ensure that all our hard work
will not go for naught.”

Departing state Sen. Laura Toy, R~L1von1a,
and her successor, state Rep. Glenn
D-Westland, also announced the
latest grant.

The redevelopment project fell behind an

earlier, tentative schedule as officials awaited
word on additional funding,

On Tuesday, Kirksey said remedlatmn .
efforts could begin as early as next year, when

. students are on summer break at the newer,

nearby Cooper Upper Elementary School.

Construction of the first of potentially four
medical office buildings could begin by the
end of 2007, he said. Developers plan to build
a multi-story senior housing facility as mar-
ket conditions, currently sluggish, improve.

Officials are more optimistic than ever that
the Cooper School site will finally be redevel-
oped and generatc new tax revenues. The
school was demolished two years ago.

delem@hometowntife.com [ (734) 953-2110

Officials called the latest grant critical for

Schweitzer Elementary kindergartner Jamie Downing (left) said ‘I love it all,’ as she and her reading buddy Amber Ritter (right) enjey their ‘traditional’

The ‘“Ist’ Thanksgiving

Kindergartners share traditional feast with their reading buddies

Thanksgiving feast.

BY SUE MASON
STAEF WRITER

“The idea is to have them experience
a more traditional Thanksgiving din-
ner,” said kindergarten teacher Anne
McKolay who has been holding the
feast for at least seven years. “When the
Pilgrims had their feast it was with the
community there.”

The kindergartners dressed as pil-
grims with paper hats, bonnets and
large white collars, while their reading
buddies, with names like Tiger Lily,

It was as close as you could get to the
first Thanksgiving dinner — dried meat
and fruit, muffins and soup.

Buit there were a few 21st century
items on the plates of kindergartners
who gathered Monday to celebrate the
holiday with their second- and third-
grade reading buddies.

Strong Wind ‘and Fire Starter; wore
brown paper bag vests and fedthered
headdresses,

It didn’t matter that the older stu-
dents had had lunch before the feast.
“We always have room for food,” said
Kelsie Wysong, 8

They sat down to plates full of corn
muffins, corn chowder, baked beans,
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Student arrested

after bringing gun
liddle schoo!

B SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Wayne-Westland school
officials are urging parents to
talk to their children about
school gafety in the wake of
the arrest of a 13-year-old
Marshall Middle School stu-
dent who brought-an
unloaded .25-caliber semi-
automatic handgun to school
Monday.

“Students need to act
responsibly and so do par-
ents,” Supt. Greg Baracy said.

“This very likely prevented a

more serious situation.
Whenever you put a gun in
the hands of a young person,
loaded or not, there’s the
potential for a tragic result.
It's always a grave concern for
allof us”

The incident happened ‘
around 12:30 p.m., after the
teen showed another student
the gun he had in his pants
pocket, according to Westland
Police Lt. James Ridener.

“It happened between class-
es. He stopped another stu-
dent in the hallway and pulled
the gun out enough for the
student to see,” Ridener said.
“He didn’t point the gun at
him.”

The student reported the

incident to a teacher and,
according to a letter sent
home to parents, school
administrators and the school
safety officer isclated the teen
and removed the weapon
from his pocket,

1 give that student a lot of
credit for acting responsibly
and in an adult manner,”
Baracy said. “The student did
the right thing by immediate-
ly sharing the information
with an adult.”

According to Ridener, the
teen told other people that he .
had "bought the handgun on
the streetfor $75”

“We don’t tend to believe
him, but as far as we know, it
didn't come from the family
home,” he said. “Whether it’s
accurate or true, that’s open
to debate.”

_ The teen was removed from
the school by Westland Police,

processed and sent on to the-
county youth home, Because
of his age, the matter will be .
handled through Wayne '
County Juvenile Court.

The district has mnumber
of security measures in place
and, accordmg to Baracy, they
worked well in this instance.

“And that’s what we hope’

1
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Mayor orders fences at ball fields,new éignsin Central City Park

monds, where soil tests found ele-
vated levels of lead,

. Cicirelli also confirmed that -
more detailed signs would be post-
ed this week in the park, after resi-
dents called the “temporarily
closed” signs insufficient,. Onlya
paved walking path remains open

_ for public use,
The mayor also affirmed that

BY DARRELL CLEY .
STAFF WRITER

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli moved
swiftly this week to respond to
demands from residents who eriti-
cized city and county officials for
their years of silence on contami-
nants in Central City Park.

On Monday, Cicirelli ordered
city workers to install snow fene-

ing around the western ball dia-~ Tot Town ~ an area of miniature
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soil tests will eventually be done at -

buildings used by children near
Carlson and Ford Road., She said
testing will be done even though

aerial photos don't indicate the Tot

Town area was ever used as a
dump site.

Cicirelli pledged to work with
Wayne County officials for testing
of a Central City Park pond where
children fish.

Finally, she engaged in tele-
phone conversations with county

officials in hopes of setting up a
temporary site, possibly at the
Bailey Recreation Center, where
children and adults ean be tested

for lead exposure, Details hadn’t
been firmed up Tuesday afternoon.

“Pm hopeful that we'll get that
very quickly;” Cicirelli said.

Her actions came after residents

packed a public meeting last

- PLEASE SEE PARK, A4

he city has reptaced

closed and that people
= must stay on the paths.
= Snow fencing also is

i heing erected around

E the basebali diamonds
& which testing has

hown to have
problems with -

= contamination,
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S board retreat

meeting questione

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Livonia's school board met
for a retreat Nov. 13, in part
to discuss ways to improve
communication with the pub-
lic.

But few members of the
public knew about it, The
retreat replaced a committee
of the whole meeting that had
been canceled.

“We talked about working
together and working with
the community, how to effec-
tively communicate with each
other and the community,”
said board President Lynda
Scheel.

Although cancellation of
the committee of the whole

meeting was noted on the dis--

trict’s Web site, there was no
mention online of the retreat
meeting. A notice was posted
on the door to the administra-
tion building at 7:45 a.m. -
Friday, Nov. 10, said Suzanne
Steffes, executive assistant to
the superintendent and Board
of Education. .

“It was posted on the school
board office per the Open
Meetings Act,” Scheel said.

The law specifies how and
when a governing body must
notify the public before meet-
ing. For a special meeting, the
requirement is 18 hours, and
the board office must be open
during that time.

The district miet the Open
Meetings Act requirement.
- However, parent Brad

Wolkan questioned the time-

line.
“That’s not illegal.

- Unethical? Yeah,” said

Wolkan, a member of the
group Citizens for Livonia’s
Future. “They contradicted
themselves.”

To improve communication,
“he said, “they need to start

doing more than the bare
minimum, especially at these
times.”

The meeting was scheduled
to begin at 5:30 p.m., but
started shortly after 6 p.m.
and lasted until 9 or 9:30

 p.n., Scheel said. Board

Secretary Kevin Whitehead
took minutes. ’
All seven board members

participated. Virginia Winters

from the Wayne County

Regional Educational Services

Agency facilitated.

“Nobody was there from the

public,” Scheel said, adding
that since she's been on the
board “we’ve never had any-
body there from the public”
for a retreat.

“We usually do one to two
board retreats a year,” Scheel
said, “but you have to work

around everybody’s schedule.”

When the Nov. 13 time slot
became available, the board
decided to meet “sooner than
later”

“We are going to have
another one planned soon,”
she said. “We do not discuss
business, nor is business
decided at our board retreats.

Our board retreats are to pro-
vide continuous improvement

- a way to measure where we
are as a board, to where we
want to be)”

rrjones@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2054
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CORRECTIONS

The headline for Hugh Gallagher’s column on Sunday, Nov, 19,

should have read “Support for Propoesal 2 opens door for dialogue

onrace.”

. A headline in the Sunday, Nov. 19, issue above a story about the .
funeral Mass for a Canton man killed in Iraq should have referred

to Sgt. Bryan Burgess as a Marine.
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Seven-year-old Evan Winowlecki, who is blind, plays a game of tic tac toe on a special board with Emerson Middie Schooi eighth-grader Brandon Wolfe
at Seedlings, a Livonia nonprofit organization.

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Cass makes tc tac toe for the sgh

Tic tac toe is traditionally a
pen-and-paper game of Xs .
and Os,

But Emerson Middle

" 8chool students developed a

5-D version for visually
impaired children to play.

On Thursday, Ron Wilson's
technology class delivered the
game boards and pieces to
Seediings, a Livonia nonprofit
that adapts children’s books
for brailie readers.

Students routed a three-by-
three grid into a sheet of ply-
wood. Instead of Xs and Os,
the pieces are red asterisks
and white cylinders that fit
into drilled holes.

Last year’s class started the
project, and this year’s stu-
dents put the finishing touch-
es together. Students created
and packaged 54 games.

“We sanded (the wood) to
make sure there were no
rough edges, drilled the holes
and painted the tic tac toe
pieces,” said eighth-grader
Courtney Woods.

At Seedlings, Woods and

Emerson Middie School eighth graders Jake Long (left), Connor Osbarn
and Brandon Wolfe take a ook at one of the Braille printers with
Seedlings staff member Debbie Charnley,

classmates met and played tic
tac toe with two vision-
impaired students from Cass
Elementary. Third-grader
Austin Hill and first-grader
Evan Winowiecki each got to
take home one of the tic tac
toe games. Austin also read
from a braille version: of “The
Very Hungry Caterpillar”
Seedlings produces 24,000
braille books each year, filling
a need for blind parents who
want to read to sighted chil-
dren and for blind children

who want to read for them-
selves about Arthur the
anteater the or Junie B, Jones,
the new favorite book series of
both Austin and Evan.

“You can't just go to
Borders or Barnes & Noble
and get a braille book,” said
Debra Bonde, Seedlings’
director and founder,

Less than 5 percent of
what’s available for sighted
children is ever available for
blind children, said Susan
Bresler, community outreach

. ®
{-impaired
director at Seedlings. “They're
still at a disadvantage, but
were trying to make a differ-
ence.” '

Seedlings sends books
around the world. Even
Bonde doesn't know where
the tic tac toe games will end
up. C

“Your games may go to '
Australia. They may goto
Ghana. Your school name is
going to go arcund the world,”
Bonde said. “They'll go to
good use” <

Wilson’s technology class
will now begin a new project.
Wilson developed a mold of
Michigan to teach visually
impaired children about the
Great Lakes and help them
learn where places like
Traverse City and Lansing are
in relation to each other.

The project will be submit-
ted for the Michigan
Industrial and Technology

" Education Society invention

convention where it will com-
pete among learning tools
inventions. :
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 field to 2 for

Corbus, who said nearly 30 applicants sought injuries. Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, at  before joining the choir, but after - fy the song, Old MacDonald Had
Patane’s joh. “We're here to tell you to always  alunch for 1,400 people, Gov. two weeks, he had “a choirtolive o Farm.
1 Patane was fired in May after a board majority - wear your helmet,” said choir Jennifer Granholm and Detroit for,” he added. “I want you to remmd your .
J took issue with the way he was handling his job. . director Len McCulloch. “If Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick. “For many, before the choir friends to wear their helmets,’he °|
1 His dismissal came less than two years after the you're riding a bike, roller skat- The choir has produced five they were just Joe, I'm brain also told the youngsters.
| 10-year-old facility’s first director, Sandra Wﬂson, ing, ice skating, wear your hel- CDs, including its debut album, damaged,” he said. “Now it’s ‘T'm McCulloch is pleased with the
\

" Michigan eLibrary, and Clyde Scoles, director of

‘www,hometownlife.com
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Board narrows

library director

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

‘Westland library officials could be nearing the
final chapter of their search for a successor to for-
mer Director John Patane, who was fired in May.

The field of candidates has been nairowed to
Susanna Davidsen, coordinator of the electronic

the Toledo-Lucas Couniy Public lera.ry in
Toledo, Ohio.

“We are down to two candidates,” Westland
Library Board Secretary Daniel Bourdeau con-
firmed Monday,

Davidsen and Scoles would bring distinetly dif-

Billed as a “unique a cappella
choir comprised of people recov-
ering from traumatic brain
injuries,” the choir visited the
Garden City school last month to
promote the prevention of brain

“It’s going to be challenging,” he said. “I think
either way we choose it’s a win-win decision for
the library, At this point, given the two candi-
dates, there’s not a bad decision to be made.”

Davidsen and Scoles have survived a nation-
wide search led by library consultant Larry

met, When you cross the street,

also was fired.

board advertised up to $84,864 for the next direc- fewer were raised when he asked

concerts a year, In addition to
performing at schools like the
Burger Center, homeless shelters
and churches, the choir has sang
at the Michigan State Capitol and
for former President Jimmy

Mousic of Special People. The

show tunes, some members of the

Len McCulloch directs the Broe Therapy Choir during its performance at the Burger Center for Students with Autism.

Choir performance has safety message

had autism like them,

“She loves singing at home,
especially in bed,” he said. “She’s
in the choir to iry and encourage
her to talk more.”

One member was suicidal

a celebrity in a special choir!

choir - this is its fourth visit to

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF FHOTOGRAPHER

the rest of the day” after he cor-
rectly identified the narne of the
song the choir performed.

“If you guess it, you'll be the
first one in 140 shows to guess it,”

reception the choir has recejved

MecCulloch said.

ferent skills to the job, Bourdeau said, adding that
the board still hopes to fill the post by the New :
Year, BY SUE MASON . The choir ismade up of adults  said Larry Tillman of Detroit. of music teacher Susan
Davidsen was described by Bourdeau as having STAFF WRITER being treated through the Broe “One day I woke up in the hospi-  Helmkamp in performing two
“a very traditional background with a lot of good Rehabilitation Services Inc. in tal. T had beenin a coma, butthe  songs - Michael, Row the Boat
experience” in running a library, while Scoles was They came, they sang, and Farmington Hills where Lord saved me and sent me a sec- * Ashore and He’s Got the Whole
portrayed as “very forward thinking” in terms of when they were done, the Broe McCulloch is director of psycho-  ond chance” World in His Hands.
new technology. Institute Therapy Choirleft logical services. McCulloch pointed to another McCulloch also passed out :
! A board decision will be difficult as long as both youngsters at the Burger Center It started with one singer in member who shuffled througha  Frisbees and balls to some stu- g
candidates remain in the running for the job, for Students with Autism witha 1998 and has grown to 18 mem-  well-worn magazine. Identified- dents and tapped Kevin
Bourdeau said. message: Protect your head. bers. It presents close to 100 free  as Kimberly, he told students she Kimberlin to be “safety guy for

_ McCulloch said. Kevin did identi- -

Bourdeau said the library board hopes to have look both ways. Some (choir) group worked with Michigan They're proud as opposed to over the years, It’s been featured
Davidsen and Scoles return for a second interview members didn’t look both ways Opera Theater in composing a being shattered and broken. in 42 newspaper stories and
as soon as possible. He said the two finalists also and were hit by a car” song. “In the early years, they were appeared in a PBS special. i
will be given a tour of the city and will meet with Plenty of hands went up when Interspersed with songs like timid, but now they take the “The community has reached i
key elected officials. McCulloch asked how many, Amazing Grace, Take Me Outto  stage like they own the place. ” out to us and we reach out to the
A salary hasn’t been decided, although the youngsters rode a bike, but far the Ballgame and a medley of TV As part of the program, the kids, so they learn, too,”

tor. Patane was paid $70,000. how many wore a helmet while
riding their bikes.

dclem®hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110

choir talked about themselves.
“T was into drugs and alcohol.”

Burger — was joined by the
Burger Choir, under the direction

smason@hametownlife.com | (734) 9532112
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PARK

FROM PAGE Al

Thursday and blasted city and
county officials for the way
they handled the park contro-
versy.

Lead was found in elevated
levels mostly on the ball dia-
monds. Officials have called it
unlikely that park users would
have come into contact with
enough soil to pose any real
health threat.

Speaking during a Westland
City Council meeting, Cicirelli
said she hopes that cleanup
efforts can begin by early
spring in the limited areas -
mostly the ball diamonds -
whgre elevated lead contami- .
natlon is known.

The scope of the problem
willbe more fully known as
early as next week, when offi-
cials expect to receive results of
new soil tests conducted earlier
this month.

Officials hope that most of
the park will be in use by
somietime next year, although
noone can yet say with cer-
tainty. The park hosts activities
ranging from Little League
baseball to the Westland
Suminer Festival.

The park controversy contin-
ued to fuel some criticism dur-
ingMonday’s council meeting
- though nothing like the heat-
ed-attacks that erupted last
Thursday.

Parent Velda Garcia, who
spoke during both meetings,
said Monday that government
officials should move quickly to
clean up the park.

She said private residents
wotild be forced to take quick
acfion for similar problems on
their property.

Garden City resident Teresa
Waterkamp, formerly of
Weéstland, said that her sons

played ball in the park and that .

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Mayor Sandra Cicirelfi assured residents Monday evening that the water in the
park's Friendship Lake also will be tested for possible contamlnatlon

Marcia Burgess {from left), visiting from Florida, walks with Jvana Zavodsky, 2,
and her mother Damyana, both of Canton, atong the path at Central City Park

Monday afternoon.

her extended family helped
build the children’s playscape.
She told Cicirelli that she
should be ashamed for not
acknowledging the lead con-
tamination until earlier this
month.

Councilwoman Cheryl
Graunstadt repeated her criti-
cism of the city for not taping
last Thursday's meeting and
showing it on Westland cable

station WLND for residents
who couldn’t attend the ses-
sion,

Council President William
Wild responded that most
study sessions, such as the one
last week, aren’t usually taped
and shown on cable. He said
the council typically airs only
its regular business meetings.

defem@hometownlife.com [ (734) 453-210

GUN

FROM PAGE A1

fo: :he said,

Bringing a gun to school is in violation of
the/district’s weapons- -free school zone a.nd the
teen will face “appropriate due process,” :

Baracy said.

“It appears from what we know at this time

In the letter sent home to parents, Marshall
Principal Robert Van Vulkenberg also asked
parents to discuss the danger of handling
weapons with children and pointed out that
weapons should be “kept under lock in a

secure location.”

“Parents, number one, need to talk to their
children about safety, violence, weapons and
what to do if they come in contact with one,”

Baracy added. “This student acted very

there will likely be a mandatory expulsion,” he

added.

responsibly and did the right thing.”

smason@hometownlife.com [ {734} 953-2117
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Schweitzer Elementary kindergarten teacher Jenmfer Ferris reads "The Very First Thanksgiving Day’ to her
students before their feast.

THANKSGIVING

FROM PAGE Al

dried beef, dried apricots,
cranberries and banana
chips, and such modern day
delights as trail mix, pop-
corn, juice boxes and pump-
kin pie with whipped

cream.

Youngsters were encour-
aged to try what was on
their plate, especially the
dried beef.

“It’s real soft, but it’s real
salty,” said McKolay,
explaining that “the
Pilgrims didn’t have refrig-
erators, they had to dry
their food. That’s how they
had to preserve things”

Reaction to the thinly
sliced meat was mixed.

While 8-year-old Kylie
$trong said the meat
smelled “like cat food,”
Courtney Walsh, 8, found it
“salty,” but good tasting.

“I liked the beef and I hke .
the pie,” she said.

Yes, the pumpkin pie was
the big hit of the feast with
students asking for seconds
with plenty of whipped
cream. There were requests,
however, for just whipped
cream,

Six-vear-old Jamie
Downing liked the soup a
lot — “All the stuff in it is
good” — but skxpped the
beef.

“I didn’t expect to have
this much food because the
Pilgrims didn’t have any-
thing,” she said. “They had
to plant seeds in the ground
for food.”

“The Indians planted food
and gave it to the Pilgrims
to help out,” added Jamie’s
reading buddy, Amber
Ritter, known as Little
Dolphin for the feast.

While the contents of the

‘Third-grader Julia Lyle’(from {eft), kindergartner Alexia Daygsa and
third-grader Shiann Scalf dance to the Pow Wow song in preparation for
their Thanksgiving feast.

Third-graders
Jack DeJack
(left) and
Reshard Kanady,
dressed as native
Indians, dance
with the
kindergartners,

E dressed as
pilgrims, at their
Thanksqiving
celebration,

made of pieces of wood and
coenstruction paper flames.

And like the early settlers,
these young Pilgrims also
exchanged gifts with their

" guests. They gave their'
reading buddies necklaces
made of hand-dyed noodles
and received handmade
beaded necklaces in return.

There also were Happy
Thanksgiving cards.

“I really like being your
buddy,” wrote Amber. “I
think you're really friendly”

“I am,” said Jamie with a
smile. ,

A similar note from

Robert Martin, 8, “pretty
much ate everything except
the dried fruit,” but was
there for the dessert.

“I pretty much like the
pie,” he said trying to wran-
gle a third slice. “I'm here
for the pie”

Before their classroom
feasts, students gathered in
the school gym where they
gathered in two circles to
dance to several native
American songs. One was a
drum beat, while the other,
Fow Wow, spoke of flying
like an eagle, running like a
deer and growling like &

meal were somewhat of a bear. buddy Kylie to Jamie’s sis-
surprise for the kindergart- The youngsters growled ter, Emily, acknowledged
ners, it was nothing new for  loudly like a bear and - the youngster as “sweet.”

their reading buddies who
enjoyed the same feast their
first year of school.

howled at the moon, and in
the case of McKolay's stu-
dents, danced around a fire

smason@hometownlife.com
{734) 953-2112
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GRAND OPENING

GREAT VALUE IN LASIK...
GREAT VALUE IN EYEWEAR AND CONTACTS

e rts

O N

r—_————-—sﬂ———_———lﬂ————_—mm_"————ﬂ—————ﬂ

t h .e Vv I S .I e X p
1 Progresswe "No Line" Bifocals -

Wath mupnn Some restrictions apply. lelted tlme only Of"'y

———_——--—lﬂﬂ“tﬁh——-——————‘m“mnd

of Lenses?

Many frames to choose from
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"EYE EXAMS*

Famlly Members Only Eyeglass Fxams Only

“With coupon. Some restrictions apply. Limited time only’

5 NEW LOGATIONS TO SERVE YOU

. Livonia E Westland E Ferndale

248-477-4574 ' 734-326-1100 ' 248-541-5941
- Dearborn § Utica
313-846-8877 586-731-4770
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Hospital reunion

The 22nd annual holiday
reunion of former Wayne
County General Hospital’s staff
and retirees is scheduled for 5-
9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, at the
Golden Corral restaurant, on
Warren Road between
Newburgh and Central City
Parkway. The reunion will be
held in a private dining room.

Anyone associated with the
hospital is invited to attend.
For more information, call
Pa.trlcm Ibbotson at (734) 561-
0177.

The hospital on Merriman
Road closed in 1984, and the
building was torn down in
2000. Many people have con-
nections with the hospital or
worked in the buildings on the
grounds, including the Eloise
Post Office, which closed in
1979, or the commissary,
which is now used as a home-
less shelter.

Blood drive

VFW Post 3323 will start off
the holiday season with a Red
Cross blood drive 1-7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 24, Call the post at
(734) 721-9876 for more infor-
mation.

Country breakfast

AMVETS Post 171 and its
auxiliary will hold a country
breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon
Sunday, Nov, 26, at the hall,
1217 Merriman, south of
Cherry Hill in Westland.

The cost will be $4 for adults
and $2.50 for kids up to age 12
for hash browns, pancakes,
eggs, sausage, bacon, biscuits
and gravy, coffee and tea. Milk
and juice will be available for
an extra 50-cent charge.

Got a mocktail?

Share a favorite non-alco-

" holic drink for a chance to win

a gift certificate for stores at
Westland Shopping Center,
The Southeast Michigan
Community Alliance and
Mothers Against Drunk
Driving are looking for the
tastiest holiday drinks to be
featured at the Holiday
Mocktail Mixer 11:30 a.m. to.1
p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at the

" mall’s east court,

There will be first-, second-
and third-place gift certificates
awarded.

Drop off recipes at the mall
Information Desk, e-mail them
to Wendy Harless at
wendyh @semca.org or mail
them to 25363 Eureka, Taylor
M1 48180. All entries must be
received by Friday, Dec. 1.

For more information, visit
www.semcaprevention.org.

Talk about SciFi

What if The War of the
Worlds started in Westland?

H.G. Wells’ classic story isn’t
based in Westland, but a new
science fiction forum is.

The Westland public library
will host a science fiction and
fantasy discussion group at 7
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29. It's
free, and the public is invited.

“I'm looking more for adults,

anyone 20 and over,” reference
librarian Jane Lowry said. “It's
for anyone that reads science
fiction or fantasy.”

A flier for the group seeks
participants to “engage in spir-
ited discussion” during “kind of
an intellectual party about
aliens” and other things sci-
ence fiction.

Oh, and cookies will be
served, but don't worry:
The}fre made by humans, not
aliens.

Diabetes programs

The CVS Pharmacy at 37530
Cherry Hill, Westland, will
offer a program on Managing
Your Diabetes 3-6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 27.

Participants will learn how
to control diabetes and man-
age their medications, as well
as get tips on making healthy
lifestyle choices. They also will
have a chance to speak to an
expert about diabetic supplies
and get a free glucose screen-
ing. .

For more information, call
(734) 727-0322.

The program also will be
offered at the CVS Pharmacy
at 31411 Cherry Hill, Westland
3-6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 30.
For more information, call
(734) 326-2990.

Craft Show

Lutheran High Westland
will hold an arts and craft
show 9'a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Dec. 1-2, at the
school 33300 Cowan east of
Wayne Road.

A variety of items will be fea-

“tured at the juried show,

including work by Gary and
Jan Bower of Traverse City, Jan
Bower is an oil painter who

does exquisite portraits, main-
ly of children, while her hus-

- band has authored a children’s

boe, I'm a Michigan Kid,
which she fllustrated.

Also featured will be Jim
Williams, the artist from
Highland, who does oil paint-
ings of area landmarks, A par-
ticipant in the spring craft
show, he will be back with new
designs, such as Comerica
Park, Santa at 12th floor of
Hudson’s, Ford Field, the
Palace, and others.

Lunch will be available, and
there also will be a bake sale,
entertainment, hourly door
prizes and Kid’s Craft Corner.

For more information, call
(734) 422-2090,

i PR Ee-E

Food fest

Holiday Taste Fest, featuring
food and drink from 19 ven-
dors, mostly restalirants, will
come to the Hellenic Cultural
Center in Westland at 6 p.m. -
Tuesday, Dec. 5.

Admission is $20 per person
for the event, sponsored by the
Westland Chamber of
Commerce.

The Hellenic Cultural Center
is on Joy Road east of
Newburgh.

Tickets may be bought 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.n. weekdays at
chamber offices on Ford Road
east of Newburgh. The event
also will include entertain-
ment. For more information,
call the chamber at (734) 326-
7222,

Christmas
Extravaganza

The Westland senior
Friendship Center will hold its
annual Christmas
Extravaganza noon-3 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14, at the cen-
ter 1119 Newburgh, south of
Ford.

Doors will open at 11:30 a.m.

with the Fabulous Fest served
at noon. There will be an
opportunity for pictures with
Santa Claus, a sing-along with
the Friendship Center Chorus,
entertainment by the Tommie
James Trio with Michael
Carluccio and gifts.

Tickets are $8 for members

‘and $12 for non-members.

They're on sale at the

Friendship Center. For more
information, call (734) 722-
7628,

Scrapbooking event

Scrapbookers and picture
people are invited to Another
Hot Crop! and Holiday Open
House 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 25, at the Bailey
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford.

Sponsored by the Westland
Jaycees, the event allows
scrapbookers the time and
space to devote to their scrap-
books and pick up new ideas,
tips and techniques, Non-
scrapbookers and beginners
can learn how to preserve their
memories and photos.

The cost is $35 for the all
day crop. It includes lunch and

AiTGEnN EADTEES ot BECERIEE vith prons oriers.

w A

dinner, goody bag, cropping
space and much more. Album‘ m
supplies and tools will be ava.ll %
able for purchase. .

The event will benefit the
Westland Fire Department
which is raising money to pur- *:
chase a thermal imager,

For more information orto™ ™
reserve a spot, call Lisa
Graham at (734) 718-5705 or "
contact her by e-mail at e
Lisa.Graham@sbcglobal.net: 1

Book sale

The Friends of the Library = -
will hold a book sale Dec., 8-+~
10, at the William P. Faust
Pubhc Library on Central City
Parkway north of Ford. For
more information, call (734)
326- 6123 T

e

£

~ lage of Rochester Hxlis (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place {734) 853-7500 closed Thurs., open Fei. 5—10 Sat. 8-10 Sun. 11-7, CHARGE IT: Parisian Cradit Card, MasterCard, Visa,
. rd or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HiLLS, CORNER OF NOHTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL FARK PLACE IN LIVONIA,
JRGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD., Percontages off regular prices or ariginel orices, e shown, Actual sevings mey sxcesd stated percentage off. "Regular’ and "Original” prices refigct offering prices which may
sulied in-actual sales. Some original prices may not have been in affect during the past 30 days. Intermediste markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise eelectién may vary from one store o another.
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* Named to the honor roll for
the first marking period at
John Glenn High School are:

- Amanda Abu-lawi, Nur Abu-fawi,
Anthony Adams, Ambrosha Adkins,
Ammer Ahmad, Muhammad Al
Tiffanie Allen, Jason Allred, Jennifer
Altman, Lynn Atves, Jessica
Amburgey, Amirul Amirudin,
Christopher Anderson, Jasmine
Anderson, Jessica Anderson, Nicholas
Anderson, Sergio Anderson, Lamont
Archer, Shethy Arnold, Kaytee Artman,
Autumn Askew.

Brittanie Askin, Ashley Atterberry,
Gideon Ault, Amber Backstrom, Caitlin
Badrak, Amanda Bailey, April Bailey,
Michael Bailey, Shirelie Bailey,
Georgia Baker, Kelsey Baker, Matthew
Baker, Cara Bail, Afexander Balli,
Trenia Barbee, Johnny Barnett-son,
Ashley Barrett, Jessica Barrett,
Defancey Barron, Rachaei Barton,
Jeremiah Baudet, Paige Bawcum,

Samantha Bawcum, Rachei Bayer,
Jordan Beaudoin, Katherine Bellenir,
Schuyler Benjamin, Haifey Benton,
Cynthia Berean, Blake Berry, Lauren
Betke. Madelynn Bevili, Ryan Bird,
Brooke Bishop, Brandie Bishop-
Stacker, Fawna Black-Cicotte, Shereen
Blair, Colieen Blake, Chelsea Blamer,
Jessica Blanchard, Briftany Btanton,
Kelsey Blevins. _

Camea Bond, Shayna Bono, Jessica
Boone, Gabrielle Borden, Danielle
Borg, Samantha Bosiooper, Danielle
Boston, Deanna Boston, Christopher
Bowie, Amanda Bowman, James
Boyce, Joshua Bradford, Joshua
Bradley, Yolanda Bray, Lekaya
Brinson, David Brooks, Chante
Browder, Andrea Brown, Jackson
Brown, Jessica Brown, Rickelle Brown,
Jonathan Bryant,

Aaron Buchanan, Samantha
Bugtione, Deborah Burden, Dominic
Burnett, Kevin Burns, Brittani
Burroughs, Christopher Burtraw,
Dakota Butier, Domonigue Butier,
Alaina Butner, Nathaniel Byberg,
Chanef Cabbil, Brooke Cabe, Chelsea

Breakfast Specml

52.79

. Cahili, Megan Callahan, Lindsay

Callender, Cassandra Campbell, Cody
Campbelt, Corey Campbeil, Jacob
Campbell, Danielie Caprary,

Jorge Carmelo, Sarah Carney,
Samantha Carrier, Artene Carter,
Amber Rose Cassidy, Richard
Castaldini, Pacio Miguel Catalia,
Keana Cathey, Clinton Cavanaugh,
Kimberly Chau, Kristine Chau, Melissa
Chesnut, Jonathan Choate, Lorina
Clardy, Taylor Clark, Travis Cleveland,
Ashley Cole, Michael Cote, Adrian
Coleman, Afexandra Coleman, Kellen
Collison,

Jedadiah Compau, Megan Connalty,
Nova Connolly, Kiara Cook, Charles
Cooney, Heather Copeland, Dominik
Corredino, Krystle Crandall, Anna
Crawford, Matthew Cretens, Danie!
Crummey, Samantha Cruse, Linette
Cuevas-Zuniga, Patrik Culey,
Alexandria Cupp, Stefanie Curcuru,
Patrick Danij, Heather Danieis, Nicole

Daniels, Brittany Davis, Brittney Davis.

Michaei Davis, Jennifer Dawson,
Amber Decker, Lea DeGuisti, Staci
Deiezenne, Brittany Oemaray, Hayden
Derr, Christopher Dewaelsche, Briana
Dewyer, Kyra Dewyer, Erina Dinkoitari,
Adrian Dipascale, Christina Dixan,
Sean Doerr, Jordan Dottor, Alyssa
Draper, Kelsey Drennen, Rajat Dua,
Chance Dunigan, Samantha Dye,
Jessica Eaves, Ashley Eiliott.

Kaittyn Ellison, Efeanor Emmans,
Kevin Erdmann, Javeair Ester,
Kenneth Ester Jr.., Alicia Evans,

_ Kherye Fairbanks, Joshua Farmer,

Marian Farmer, Heather Favazza, Pilar
Felan, Amanda Fill, Kevin Fischer,
Patrick Fischer, Benjamin Fisher,
Jeremy Flatt, Joshua Fleicher, Trevor
Fletcher, Baily Floyd, Katie Foqg,
Dominic Folgado, John Foote, Kreg
Forrester.

. Matthew Foss, Katie Frazee, Susan
Frederick, Leslie Freedie, Scot
Fretwell, Daniel Frey, Lindsay Funk,
Kia Fugua, Shane Fyfe, Michael
Gabriel, Ryan Gabriel, Michaet
Gallagher, Michelle Gallardo,
Stephanie Garnett, Alexa Gauthier,

WAYNE MEMORIAL HONOR ROLL

Amanda Gauthier, Alvin Geddis,
Heather Gendron, Lance Gentry.
Ravynne Gilmore, Ryan Giimore,
Zachary Girouard.

Kevin Glass, Michelte Goff,
Nastassia Goines, Julie Good, Kristyn
Goodchild, Scott Goodchild, Adam
Garring, Michael Grandowicz, Timothy
Grandowicz, Claudia Grant, Essence
Grant, Michelle Grassmyer, lan Green,
Joshua Green, Lauren Green, Michael
Green, Thurston Green, Jessica
Greggi, Jade Griffith, Meridith Griggs.
Brittney Grubbs.

Jaclyn Guajardo, Elaina Guenther,
Justin Guenther, Howard Gugin,
Thomas Gunther, Kristine Haggard,
Tracey Hataberda, Jade Hamition,
Bethany Hamlet, Chase Hampton, Erin
Hanner, Kathryn Hansen, Cory
Harden, Amber Harding. Elizabeth
Hardy. Roberta Hardy, Zakkary
Hardyniec, James Harper, James
Harris, Stefan Harrison, Austin

. Hassen.

Victor Hatch, Freddy Hawkins,
Lavertis Hawkins, Bianca Hayes, Haley
Hayes, Lalita Hayes, Yousef Hegazi,
Alyssa Hendricks, Eiyse Henry,
Jessica Hensley, Donald Herber,
Maxwel! Hershey, Shannon Hesch,
Bailey Hessler, Joshua Higgs, Corey
Hiieman, Emiiy Hilger, Daniel Hill,
John Hiti 11l, Cody Hilla, Samantha
Hochstadt, James Holbrook, Jordan
Holland.

Tyler Honeycutt, Jeffrey Horne,
Derric Horton, Callie Hubbard,
Janessa Hudson, Eiysia Huertas,
Stefanie Huffman, Crystat Hughes,
Jason Hughes, Kelli Hughes, Ashley
Hunt, Johnathan Hunt, Jacob Hurst,
Olatola lbrahim, Christie llier, Ryan
[rwin, Brooklyn Isbell, Stephanie
Jablonicky, Alonzo Jackson, Chanefle
Jackson, Gabrielle Jackson,

Sheiby Jackson, Alicia Jacobs,
Anthony James, Kyte Janes, Andrew
Janos, Cody Johanesen, Alexis
Johnson, 8yran Johnson, Chelsea
Johnson, Christopher Johnson, Kody
Johnson, Alyssa Jones, Brandie
Jones, Christina Jones, Floyd Jones,

ﬁmefucan @uuww

We mvite you to Join us for the authentic Poiish favorites prepared
the way they were by Maryanne’s mother!

Pierogi (8 pc) {(potato cheese, kraut, Cltiy Chicken (2pc) £6.
h ). resh pork cubes skewered, breaded
& baked in sauce
Nalesnilid (Crepes) served wfsou or

salador slaw ooy vvave.

served w/soup or salad or slaw
Potato Pancakes {2pc) v
Stuffed Cabhage (2

(homemade beef ca

) Closed M
by, Open Tues.-Sat,

with tomato sauce)

31222 Warren * Westland, Ml 48185 «

(grilied or boiled)

(734) 203-5881

iaaes 6.25
Fresh Polish Kielhasa & Kraut . $5.95 E
2

Katlaind Jones, Cassandra Jordan,
Hope Kaminski, Jason Kanter, Adam
Karson, Jimmy Kassis, Ishpreet Kaur,

David Kautz, Jessica Kay, Kaitlyn
Keflow, Alexander Kelly, Barbara Kelly,
Chase Kelly, Hunter Kennedy, April
Kersey, Chapin Kibitlewski, Shawn
Kiiten, Jory King, David Kiracofe,
Monica Kmet, Eigin Kodra, Dytan
Korzetki, Nicholas Kostora,
Christopher Kouri, Christopher
Kreitner, Taylor Krohn, Kyle Kruckow,
Alexander Krumbach, Jessica Kuder.

Darla Kujat, Tabithia Kujat, C..J.
Kulas, Niccle Kwotek, Courtney
LaBetle, Olivia LaFortune, Danielle
Lamarand, Kayla Lambert, Christon
Landfair, Holly Lane, Sharon Langa,
Saniyyah Langston, Halee Lankion,
Kevin Lanstra, Christopher Larson,
Tiffany Larson, Jeanette Laskowski,
Timothy Lauderbach, Jennifer Laurie,
Danielle Lawsen, Tayior Leblanc, Ha-
Young Lee.

Crystal Lees, Shayna Lenox, Jamie,
Lentz, Amanda Lewis. Joshua Lewis,
Keivin Lewis, Monica Lewis, Brittani
Lincoln, Amanda Linton, Brangi Little,
Nicole Little, Tad Lloyd, Trisha Lloyd.
Zachary Lloyd, Megan Londberg,
Jeremy Lovelady, Joshua Lowe,
Alyssa Lucas, Alyssa Luckett, William
Luke, Kandis Madison, Kanav Mahotra,
Kyle Maier, ¥atthew Maier,

Timothy Malay, Kristen Malkiewicz,
Brittney Maitoy, Ashiey Mandreky,
Brandon Manning, Brian Manning.
Alantae Martin, Paris Martin, Zachary
Martin, Muata Mason, Lynn Mathew,
Karissa Matson, Sarah Mayberry,
Andrew Maynard, Rebecca McClester,
Amanda McClure. Patrick McClure,
Michael McColium, David McCown,
David McCrary, Brandon McCrory.

Robert McDonald, Jacob McEndree,
Brittaney McFalling, Alyssa McGeorge,
Derek McGowan, Alex Mcintosh,
Khatja McKay, Leah McKay, Andrew
McKelvey, Patrick McKinzie, Stephen
McNamara, Maria McNaughton,
Adrienne Meagher, Ronnie Meirthew,
Abraham Mendez, Christina Merritt-
Haase, Kyle Michael, Chelsea MsIIer
Monguese Miller,

Rebecca Miller, Christian Mills,
Matthew Mitls, Nichelas Mills,
Cassandra Miszak, Johnathon Mitter,
Gabrielle Monit, Kristina Monty, Brent
Moody, Dustin Moody, Jasmine
Moody, John Moore, Shanaye Moore,
Michael Morgan, Amber Morneau,
Ctaire Moro, Alyson Mosher, Myesha
Mott, Cory Muliins, Ryan Mummert,
Dominigue Mundy, Leonard Mungo.

Amara Navarre, Ashiee Neely, Kevin
Nees, Brittney Nefghbor, Gary Neill,
Andrew Neino, Dominick Nestar,

James Nettie, Gary Newell, Kenneth
Newsted, Brian Nichols, Joseph
Nichols, Krystal Nichols, Aaron
Nielson, Rebekah Niemann, Jessica
Novack, Jiflian Novak Alexander, Allen
Nugal, Jamilah 0'Bannon, Jibreel
{'Bannon, Ryan ('Bleness, Stephanie
O'Bleness.

Colieen O'Brien, Kevin O'Brien,
Serrina O'Brien-TarazandePou,
Chelsea (0'Mara, Tara O'Neil, Patrick
O'Neil Jr., Amber O'Rourke, Christine
Obomanu, Ana Ochoa, Melissa
Qestrefch, Sabrina Qestreich,
Samantha Offerman, Steven Ogg.
Melissa Ortiz, Kelsey Osborne, Utonia
Overstreet, Ronald Packer, Candace
Papineau, Cory Parendo, Jessica Park,
Stephanie Park.

Ashtey Parker, Andrew Pate, Shira

" Patrick, 8rent Patterson, Jackee’

Patterson, Mark Pattersan, Paige
Paulos, Laura Pegg, Emily Penner,
Brenda Perales, Erica Perdue, Glendy
Perez, Elizabeth Perusse, Joshua
Perusse, Montae' Peterson, Malerie
Petrello, David Phiilips, Joshua
Phiilips, Daniel Pianowski, Amber
Pierson, Nichole Pierson, Hannah
Piumiay. .

Meghan Plumiey, Kristina Plummer,
Amanda Poirier, Melissa Polen, Shawn
Polite, Andrew Ponican, Shelby Porter,
Heather Portis, Angela Potter,
Renaido Powell, Kayleen Preston,
Rachel Prosser, Sarah Prosser, Tony
Prough, Zachery Prudhomme, Ryan
Przybyla, Jessica Ptaszynski, Karen
Ptaszynski, Chioe Pyne, Kerrie
Quarles, Chelsea Quintal, Chelsea
Randles.

Aaron Rankins, Jessica Raymar,
Billie Raynes, Miranda Reichow,
Johnny Reid, Lejohnna Reid, Virginia
Reid, Oiivia Rensei, Michele Reske,
Brent Rexin, Ryan Reynotds, Brieann
Rice, Heather Rice, Taylor Riggs-
Buford, Ebony Riley, Dytan Ritter,
Janeice Roberson, Emily Robertson,
Eric Robertson, Justin Robinson,
Emily Rodler, Andrew Rodriguez.

Luis Rodriguez, Deviney Rogers,
Stanley Rooksberry, Daniel Ross,
Derrick Routo, Nicole Roy; Emity Rudy,
Timothy Rundedl, Jerold Runion, Erica
Runstrom, Florina Rus, Krystin
Russeli, Elizabeth Ryan, Ripley
Sambrone, Tremor Sambrone, Joshua
Samples, Kendra Sanders, Leah
Savage, Nicole Scheurich. Melissa
Schmidt, Eric Schmitt, Keisey
Schmittou,

Jacob Schofield, Heather Schrader,
Kendall Schroeder, Michael Schuch,
Jennifer Schulte, Alex
Schwartzenberger, James Scott,
Candace Seais, Kathryn Sequin,

Jaclyn Serna, Michaet Sharp, Jasmen
Sheffield-Sadle, Gage Shepherd,
Mengdan Shi, Mark Shiemke, Rachel

Shier, Aaron Shifferd, Yasmine Shitta, .

Michael Shock, Sofomon Shurge,
Timothy Siegfried.

Andrea Sigler, Adam Simpson,
Curtis Simpson, Desiree’ Simpson, Prit ;
Singh, Simranjit Singh, Lakia |
Singleton, Danielie Skolnik, Alexis
Smith, Ashley Smith, Brittany Smith,
Gabrietle Smith, Jacok Smith, Jamie
Smith, Jessica Smith, Lauren Smith,
Melissa Smith, Nalise Smith, Tyler
Smith, Zachary Smith, Tina Smyth,
Daniel Snycerski, Michael Solarz,
John Soltis.

Cecily Sparks, Katherine Spehar,
Camille Springer, Morgan Sprytzer,
Jessica Spytko, Monica Stafford, Eric
Staiey, Ashiey Stamper, Ky(e Stamper,
Laura Starr, Laura Stawasz, Jamie:
Stevens, Eric Story, Ashley Struppa,
Sarah Sturm, Anwar Suleiman, Ashley
Sullivan, Rachel Suilivan, Richard
Sutton, Ashiee Szabo, Kaitie Szostek,
Adam Szydzik, Brittany Tabor,

Wade Talbert, Nichofas Tarnowsky, -

Naja Tatum, Brett Tavana, Carey
Taylor, Jacob Tenerovich, Patricia
Terrien, Chris Thalacker, Chantel
Thomas, Dylan Thomas, Sharonda -
Thomas, Matthew Thompson, Kayleigh
Thorner, Lindsay Thurman, Andrew
Thyrion, Benjamin Tibai, David Toms,
DeJuan Travick-Felton, Kathryn
Trudeau, Ryan Tumminetlo.

Bobbi Turner, Natasha Turner-
Owens, Amanda Turpen, Taylor Tuttle,
Kristi Tyler, Nicole Tyson, Zainab
Usmani, Amanda Yacheresse, Kyle
Yacheresse, Christopher Vaerten,
Jeremy Yandegrift, Jasmine _
Yandenbrook, Ann Veloz, Kneco Yeres,
Ashlee Vernon, Crystal Walker, Witliam
Walker, Xi Yan Wang, Joshua Ware,
Jon Wasinski, Shelby Watts.

Sean Waynick, Jordan Weatherwax,
Bijan Weaver, Keytoria Weaver, Kiley
Weber, Michelle Wehr, Lauren Weitnau,
Carla Weimert, Ashiey Wellday,
Jessica West, Amanda White; Brandon
Whittenberg, Kevin Whittenberg, Kelly
Witkin, Anthony Williams, Evan
Witliams, KeAndre' Wiltiams, Marcus
Williams, Marissa Williams, Sada
Williams, Thomas Williams,

Justin Willis, Bryan Wilson, Daniel
Wilson, Krysta Wiison, Lauren Wilson,
Michael Wilson, Jessica Wimberly,
Melissa Wincher, Kara Windsor, Crystal

Wolfe, Amanda Wood, Nicole Woodart, -
Steven Woodruff, Robert Woodson,
Mykia Wooten, Robyn Wright, Natalie

Yambrick, Joseph Yodsnukis, Cassie
York, Torrt York, Joshua Zerafa and
Crystal Zimmerman.

"NEVADA Las Vegas 7!

Scha_umburg LATRTA-80

0 Chmo Hills 9
00 Lone Tree 3037
MARY AND Gaithersburg 2
00 NEW JERSEY Woodbndge

hurry! sale ends Novermber 26
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Let the Shopping Begin!

- We will be open
Friday, November 24th at 7a.m. -
Great savings can be found at all the stores in the the mall
along with great dining at your favorite restaurants. . |

Where we have the right store for you.

| Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Kohl's & Over 80 Specialty Stores .

Corner of Wayne & Warren Roads ® 734-421-0291
www.wes_tla_ndcenter.com '

QE05488054
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Listings for the Community Calendar
should be submitted in writing, They
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
{734) 5917219 or by e-mail at sma-
son@hometownlife.com. For more
information, calf {(734) 953-2112.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hoiiday concerts

Fhe Oakland Community College
Chorale with the Orchard Ridge Choral
-Soctety in Farmington, Michigan is pre-
senting a series of two holiday con-
certs, featuring a mix of classical and
contemporary favorites, including
Hodie Christus Natus Est, Gaudele, 0
Magnum Mysterium, Torches, Still SEill

. Stit, Carol of the Belfs and many more.

These 40 mixed voices will perform
their repertoire under the direction of
Geratd Custer, with piano accompani-
ment by MaryAnn Balduf.

Their first hotiday concert wilk be at
the Oakland Community Coilege Smith
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
2. The college is on the Orchard Lake
Road exit, south of 1-696. The second
cconcert will be at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 9, at the First Preshyterian

bR

Church, 26165 Farmington Road in
Farmington Hifls. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 474-6170,

Explore Girf Scouting
Girls ages 5-17 can discover how much
Girl Scouts has to offer all. Scouting
isn't just about camping and cookies
anymore, Girls kearn a lot about them-
selves and the world around them,
form lasting friendships, become more
confident, Independent, helpful and
resourceful. Through Girl Scouting,
girls learn the importance of communi-
ty service and chatlenge themselves
and develop value systems they use
the rest of their fives. See what Girl
Scouts has to offer. Call (800) 49-
SCOUT (497-2688.)

New Year's Eve party
Urban Singles presents "Ring in the
New Year," with live entertainment
from Jimmy Howard and Company
Sunday, Dec. 31, Doors open at 6:3¢
p.m.; the party goes until Tam. The
‘party takes place at the Livonia Elks,
3m7 Plymouth Road in Livonia
{beiween Merriman and Middiebeit),
Tickets are $50 per person until Dec. B;
60 after Dec. 8, and cover dinner and
.beverage. Dinner is served at 7:30 p.m.
Overnight accommodations will be

Dead ine Is 12/ ISiBé

assified Dept.

feit s

Baby's First
“Christmag!

A parf@c’r addition ’ro
baby's scrapbook!.

Place your baby's photo
in the Observer & Eccentric §
Newspapers for Christmas. This
special page of "cuties” will run in our papers

& on December 24,

"Babgs First Chnstmas
§
36257 Schaolcraft

Livonia, M1 48150 Jobm gnim
or emoil fo: et biistnras
ceads@homstownlife.com ng:g ;ﬁf_.,,?
. THE
@bserver &5 Eceentric L oue
HEWERAPERS

CLASSIFIED ADS: 1-800-579-7366
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM « CEADS@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

* Must be Prepaich Photoe may be malted or e-matied but srast be

%

rageived by 12/15/08. No photos will he retumed,
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available. Deadline for tickets is Eriday,
Dec, 22, For more information, ca

. Linda, (734) 507-9173, or Mary Ann,
(734) 654-015,

FOR YOUR HEALTH
Eating Disorders

Get felp, get real information and reai ‘

expectations, at an eating disorder -

support group which meets 7-8:30 p.n"1.'-; -

Wednesday in the auditorium of
Garden City Hospital, 6245 inkster
Road, Garden City. All meetings are
closed - for people of all ages with eat-
ing disorders and are free of tharge,
Family and friends support is on the
second Wednesday of the month while

" parents support is on the fourth
Wednesday of the month, For more
information, call Darlene at (734} 324-
3089.

Advocacy group ‘
The Wayne-Westland Alliance for the

. Mentally I, a sel-help and advocacy
group, meets at 7 p.m. the first and
third Thursday of the month at St,
John's Episcopat Church, 555 S. Wayne
Road, at Bayview, Westland, For more
information, call (734) 362-8825.

TOPS
TOPS {Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) No.
28 meets at 7 p.m, every Tuesday at
Good Shepherd Reformed Church,

6500 N. Wayne Road, Westland. Weigh- |

inis 6-6:45 p.m. For more information,

call Jackie at (734} 722-7225.
Menopause & More

A Menopause & More support group

for women meets 7-9 p.m. the first

Wednesday of the month in Classroom .

2 of the west addition of the Marian
Women Center of St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile, Livonia. No
registration is necessary, and the
group is free of charge. For more infor-
mation, call (734} 655-100,

Support group

A support group for people with chron-

it iliness meets on Fridays every ofher
week, at the Westside Mental Health
Services, 32932 W. Warren, Suite 03,
Westland. The support group Is a serv-
ice of Awareness Counseling Services.
There is a $10 for each meeting which
will be Facilitated by a professional. For
more information, call (734) 5:3-8295
or {313) 562-2800.

AlM
Anxiety or panic attacks? AIM
(Agoraphobics in Motion) meets at 7:30
p.m. Thursdays at Faith Lutheran
Church, 30000 Five Mite, between
Middlebelt and Merriman in Livonia.
AlM is a support group for those work-

- ing on recovery from anxtety disorder
or phobias. Call {248) 547-0400.

Childbirth classes -
Garden City Hospital, on Inkster Road
at Maplewood, is sponsoring classes
for parents of newborns, weekend

@ chilahirth instruction, a refresher

childbirth education course and a new
support group for expectant teens. For
information on programs, call (734}
458-4330.

Chiidbirth Associatfon
Classes for chitdbirth preparation are
offered at several Wayne County loca-
tions, Merning and evening classes are
available. Registering new classes
every month, Newborn care classes
and Cesarean birth preparation are
also offered, Call (734) 459 7477

EE Fibromyalgia

The Garden City area chapter of the
Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and CF$
-Association Support Group meets i-3
p.m. the first Thursday of each month
at Merriman Road Baptist Church on
Merriman south of Ford. There are
quest speakers and discussion on a
variety of topics. There is no member-
ship fee, however a small donation is
greatly appreciated. For additional
information, call Tina Wing at (734)
338-2226 or Lucy Rowley at (734) 462-
1768.

Pioneer trek
The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has
been designed to introduce travelers
{o the history of the area. Travelers will
visit sites that affected the develop-
ment of Westland as a community.
Those who complete the trek will
receive an embroidered patch. To start
the trek, first visit the Westland
Historical Museum and pick up a pack-
et. The museum is at 857 N. Wayne
Road &nd is open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays,
except before a holiday. The trek is .
sponsored by the Westtand Historical
Commissicn and the Friends of the
Westland Museum. For information, call
(734} 326-1410.

Friends of Eioise
The Friends of Etoise group meets 6
p.m. the third Tuesday of the month in
the dining room of the Kay Beard
Buitding, on Michigan between.
Middfebelt and Merriman. All are wel-
come. For information, call Jo Johnson,
(734) 522-3918.

Friends of Museum
Friends of the Westland Hlstorlcai
‘Museum meet at 7 pm. the second
Tuesday each month except December
at the Collins House, located at the
museum complex, 857 N. Wayne Road.
Call Jim Franklin at (734} 595-8119.
Everyone is welcome.

VFW Binge
Veterans of Foreign Wars 3323 Auxiliary
has bingo 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at
1055 S. Wayne Road, Westland. There is
a snack bar. The post has bipgo at 1
p.m. every Sunday at the same place.
_Call (734) 326-:3323. . |

St. Mel Church
Bingo begins at 6:45 p.m. Fridays in St.
Mel Church activities building, on
Inkster-Road north of Warren. Doors
open at 4 p.m. Food is available

Shamrock Bingo
Bingo begins at 1 a.m. Wednesdavs at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 35100
Van Born, east of Wayne Road in

- Wayne. Doors open at 9 a.m. Food is
available, Proceeds go to chanty Call
(734) 728-3020.

K of C Bingo :
Pope John XXII| Assembly of the
Knights of Columbus Council 1536
hosts bingo games at 6:45 p.m. -
Thursdays, The games are inthe -
Livonia Elks Lodge, 31117 Plymouth
Road, one biock east of Merriman in
Livonia. Cail (734} 425-2246.

Friendship Center
The Senior Resources Department
(Friendship Center), 1119 N. Newburgh,
Westland, offers a variety of programs
for older adults, The Web site
www.ciwestland.mius offers more
information, Call (734) 722-7632.

Senior dinners
The Wayne Ford Civic League hosts
Senior Dinner Dances with live
entertainment several times each
month for couples and singles 50
years and otder. The cost is $8 dona-
tion far members of the feague and $10
donation for non-members. All dances
start at noon and run until 3-3:30 p.m.
Meals include beer, wine, and fountain
pop. For information and schedutes,
call (734) 728-5010

Crochet & Knit ‘
A crochet and knit group meets 9:30
a.m. every Friday at the Friendship
Center on Newburgh near Marquette.
Beverly Kaminski is the instructor.
Participants should bring a type “6"
crochet hook. Those interested cam
sign up at the center's fronf desk or
call (T34) 722-7632.

Visually Impaired
The Visually Impaired Persons {VIPs}

- support group meets 12:30 p.m. every
Friday at the Friendship Center, M3 N.

" Newburgh, Westland. Participants
share information and meet others.
Those interested in joining can be

" scheduled on a bus route for trans- .
portation. For information, caft (734)
T22-1632.

Hearing checks
Every third Tuesday of each month, a
representative from Personalized
Hearing Care.of Westland will check

and ¢lean hearing-aids free, 2-3p.m. by

appoifitment onty. Call (734) ) 122:7632
for more information, - -

Exercise
Simply Jazzercise is designed for exer-
cisers older than 50. The program pro-

vides a low to moderate warkout. The . ..

exercise improves strength, flexibility,
batance, posture, coordination and car-
diovascutgr endurance. It incorporates
simple dance routines with watking or
jogging patterns and resistance exer-
cises. Wear loose-fitting ctothing and
comfortable shoes, Light weights and
an exercise mat are suggested. Classes
are 1015 am. Monday, 5 p.m.
Wednesday, 10:15 a.m, Friday, at $3 per
person per class. Sign up at the front
desk at the Westland Friendship Center
or call (734) 722-7632.

Trave! Group
The Friendship Travel Group meets 1
p.m. the second Friday of each month
{unless a large event is scheduled} in
the Westland Friendship Center, 119 N.
Newburgh, Programs include celebra-
tion of birthdays, door prizes, descrip-
tion of new classes or programs,
speakers from tour companies,
overview of day/ overnight trips and
refreshments. Call (734} 7227632,

Dyer Center
The Wayne-Westland school district's
Dyer Senior Adult Center offers activi-
ties Monday-Thursday at the center, on -
Marquette between Wayne and
Newburgh roads. Mendays, Senior
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, arts,
crafts and neediework at $:3¢ am.;

- Wednesdays, kitchen band, 10 a.m.,
bingo at 1 p.m.; Thursdays, ceramics,
arts, crafts at 9:30 a.m.

ORGANIZATIONS

Toastmasters .
The Westland Easy Talkers
Toastmasters Club can help people
overcome their fear of speaking in
front of people by teaching public
speaking in a friendly and supportive
atmosphere. The club meets at 6:30
p.m.. Thursday evenings at Denny's
Restaurant, 7725 Wayne Road at
Cowan. Call John Etbe at (734) 414-34(
-or Curt Gottlieb at {734) 525-8445.

Vietnam Vets
The Plymouth-Canton Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter 528,
meet at 7:30 p.m, the second Monday
of every month at the Plymouth VFW
Post 6695, on S. Mill Street, just north
of Ann Arbor Road. If you served in the
ULS. military between 1964 and 1975,
even, if not, “in country” { combat,
zone } you are still efigible to become a
member, Visit the Web site at
www.mihometown, com."oe/Piymouth
CantonVVA for more mformatlon .

Friends of fibrary

The Friends of the William P. Faust

Public Library organization meets at: 2 )

p.m. the second Tuesday of each,

month at the library, 6123 Central City

Parkway, Calt (734) 326-6123. Meetings

last about one hour and are open to

the public. The group also holds a book
sale during regular library hours at the

”brﬂfv- N _' [ERTRIPRI A

They logged on to our Wngite,
hometownlife. com and then clicked on HOMES

in the menu bar at the top'of‘ o-u-r--home page.

They selected a Realtor® and Iooked at a whole
lot of Ilstmgs andéblngafmthey bund thelr
next home.
As easy as that.
They never left the house.
They discovered that hometownlife.com’s
; HOME site is user-friendly, interactive and has
tens of thousands of local fistings from area
Realtors.
} Are you Iookmg for a home?
| é Log on¥o emetownln‘e com and get ready to
have a "That's it!” moment.
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The American Association
of University Women’s Legal
Advocacy Fund granted the
University of Michigan,
Dearborn the 2006 Progress
in Equity Award for its
efforts to educate women in
a local prison.

The university’s College
Level Courses at the Scott
Correctional Facility for
Women offers university-
certified courses in women’s
studies, compaosition, sociol-
ogy, African American stud-
ies, and other subjects to
women at the prison.
Courses are taught by uni-
versity professors on a vol-
unteer basis.

“We are honored to recog-
nize this innovative pro-
gram,” said AAUW
Educational Foundation
President Barbara
O'Connor. “We continue to
be imipressed by the impor-
tant work it does to advance
women'’s educational oppor-
tunities in a critically under-
served population.”

The program’s effects are
two-fold - giving female
prisoners hope to overcome
life’s obstacles, and com-
pelling the community to
challenge conventional
stereotypes about women in
prison. The program will

“Women who receive a
college education or begin
the degree process while in
prison fare better when they
rejoin society than those

receive $5,000 from AAUW,

U-M-Dearborn IaUded
| for prison program

who do tret,” said Program
Director and.-University of
Michigan at Dearborn’
Professor Lisa Lempert.
“College builds a context for
transformation and respon-
sibility that the women take
with them as they leave the
facility” -

The Progress in Equity
Award recognizes a college
or unjversity program that
promotes equity for women
with a cash reward. Since
1987, the AATUW Legal
Advocacy Fund has recog-
nized more than 38 pro-
grams throughout the coun-
try for progressive and inno-
vative advancements on
behalf of women.

“When the Michigan leg-
islature made it illegal to
use tax dollars for inmate
college tuition, this enter- .
prising group of volunteers
stepped in to fill a critical
need and give a second
chance to women in prison,”
said Lisa Maatz, interim
director of the AAUW Legal
Advocacy Fund.

The University of Hawaii,
Honolulu received an hon-
orable mention for its
Bridge of Hope program,
which provides on-campus
student employment and
support programs for wel-
fare recipients, :

An awards presentation
was held Nov. 16 at the
University of Michigan,
Dearborn campus to honor
the Scott Prison project.

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

U.8. Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter, R-Livonia, was
elected by his colleagues to
serve as chairman of the,
Republican House Policy
Committee during Republican
Conference Leadership elec-
tions Friday. '

The position is the fourth -
highest leadership position in
the Republican House Caucus.

McCotter defeated U.S. Rep.
Darryl Issa of Californid, 132-
63, for the spot. The policy
committee has been part of the
Republican leadership since
the Jate 1940s. The committee
helps shape Republicanpolicy
positions in general and on
specific key issues.

“Especially coming from our
area you could tell they were
ideologically adrift and the
corruption was more a symp-
tom of lacking a principled -
agenda to push,” McCotter said
Monday about the scandals
involving GOP Housé mem-
bers and the subsequent loss of
the House majority to the
Democrats.

Without that agenda, he
said, some members of the
Republican party were tempt-
ed to succumb to the tempta-
tions offered to members of
Congress.

He said he

i was able to win
! the support of
§ junior House

| members and
“backbenchers”
who haven't
been in the
Congress for
10 or 12 years
during the
GOP’s domi-
nance of the House.

“We came in as true believ-
ers,” McCotter said. He was
first elected in 2002. .

He said his first task will be
structural, promoting more
interaction between party
members on jssues they can
unite:behind.

“You have to talk to each
other, you have to put forward
the conclusions you reach,” he
said.’

He compared himselfto a
conductor bringing the mem-
bers together.

He said two issues are at the
forefront, health care and the
war in Iraq. ‘

“No doubt (health care) will
be a contentious issue between
the two parties, between uni-
versal coverage and universal
access,” he said.

He said he would push for
universal access through pri-
vate insurance rather than a
government prograimn.

McCotter

Disc Herniation?
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New FDA Approved Technology Treats
Herniated Discs Without Drugs or Surgery

Suburban Detroit - A new free report has recently been
released that reveals an amazing new medical breakthrough
that has proven 86% successful treating debilitating back
pain. Even with multiple herniated discs. Find out how
space travel solved astronauts back pain and how this
accidental discovery has let to the most promising back
pain treatment today. For your free report entitled, “How
Space Age Yechnology Is Solving Back Pain Witbout
Drugs Or Surgery!” call 1:800-469-3618 and listen to the
" toll-free 24 hr. recorded message for all the details. If phone
lines are busy, visit: www.midischerniation.com
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For as
low as

On Irag, MeCotter said the
“Bresh Eyes Committee,” which
he supported, will be issuing
its report shortly.

“It’s important to remember
that this is not to be the final
word on the subject,” he said.

He said it will be important
for Republicans to clearly
articulate their differences.

McCotter also said he wants
to find a way to work with the
Democratic majority.

“The key for my party is that
they not only offer loyal oppo-
sition but also loyal coopera-
tion and not oppose just to .
oppose,” he said.

McCotter said he learned a
valuable lesson when he was a
minority member of the Wayne
County Cornmission. He said
then County Executive Ed

%Qm&%

EilglblemFordEmpioyeescan Lease a 2007 Ford Freestyle SEL

With $1,913

that the Republicans on the n

commission offer a better
alternative. McCotter joked
that the alternatives were

always dismissed but he gy

learned the importance of prex
senting another option. W
McCotter said he had ¥
expected John Boehner of

T4

“Ohio to be elected minority

leader, as he has only been thgﬁ
majority leader for eight "
months. He said Speaker of the

* House Dennis Hastert “took a:

hit” for the party by stepping s
aside from the leadership elecx:
tion and allowing the party to_,

move forward with a new slate .

of leaders. L

hgaliagher@hometownlife.com
(734} 953-2149

We ait have holiday recipes that are Family Favorites,
tectpes that are loved and cherished and passed down
from generation o generadion. This year The Observer &
Ecceniric Mewespapars wanls f0 put those recipes in print!
Startiny on Thursday, November 38th and running
gach Sunday through Dacember 108h, we will print 2
page featuring these special revipes.
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customer cash due at signing.

Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.** :
Excludes tax, title and license fee. Cash due is after $1,000 -
RCL cash back and $1,000 bonus cash.

customer cash due at signing.

" Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.**
Excludes tax, title and license fee. Cash due is after $495
Chrome Package bonus cash and $500 RCL renewal cash.

Chrome Package Includes:

An ail new Chrome-Mesh Grille...
And 18 inch Chrome-Ciad Wheeis...

SIRIUS Satellite Radio is now available as a factory-instailed
option on the 2007 Ford Five Hundred. Get more than 125
music, sports, news and talk channels at your fingertips -

smrusia

SEATELLITE RADIO

fordvehicles.com Your Suburban Ford Dealers
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7070 Michigan Ave. 734-429-5478
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- OUR VIEWS
Board fails by not
sharing retreat info

There are minimum requirements and there are expec-
tations,

Last week, the Livonia Public Schools Board.-of
Education met the minimum requirement in announcing
a school board retreat meeting. What they didn’t do, how-
ever, is meet the community’s expectations.

ThlS community expects, and has every right to
demand, that the school board do a better job in commu-
nicating with it. The irony here is that the subject of this
board retreat was working with and communicating with
the community. »

The fact that the board canceled its committee of the
whole meeting, that had been scheduled for Nov. 13, and
replaced it with a retreat isn’t a big deal. The fact that
officials posted that notice on the board office doors, as
required by the Michigan Open Meetings Act, met the
law, Posting the cancellation of the committee meeting on
the district’s Web site certainly made sense. But why then,
didn’t the Web site include anything about the retreat
being scheduled?

It has been well-documented that the community’s
reaction to the Legacy Initiative and the subsequent
recall effort had a lot to do with the feeling by many that
the board and school administrators was an exclusive
club, that the general community wasn't really invited to
participate. School officials surely know that, just because
nobody may have visited board retreats in the past, things
are different now. Members of the Citizens for Livonia's
Future and others in the community have said quite
specifically that they will be attentive, ask questions and
attend these meetings, and they have certainly kept that
pledge.

This community expects its board members and school

administrators to do their part to go beyond the lega.l
" minimum requirements by, in this case, at least using
their Web site to share information about its meeting
plans.

Traditions make Thanksgiving
everyone’s favorite holiday

Thanksgiving is everyone’s favorite holiday.

It hasn't been diminished by commercialism or robbed
of its true meaning, as have the three-day summer holi-
days.

Thanksgiving remains a day for family, friends, good
food and a sincere sense of gratitude for the blessings of
life in this great country.

In southeast Michigan, Thanksgiving has long been
both a public and a private holiday. The city is host to one
of the largest, most colorful and high- spirited parades in
the country. It's a parade of magical floats and balloons
designed by children,
local high school bands
and a legion of volun-
teer float builders,
marchers and clowns.

. For generations, the
little children of this
area have always
e marked the beginning
of Christmas magic
= with the arrival of
E Santa’s sleigh down
Woodward . at the
£ Thanksgiving Day
B Parade. ,

first Thanksgiving con-

lost to the Chicago
Bears 19-16. But through good years and bad, the Lions

have made their place into millions of homes for the holi-

day.

But as nnporta.nt as these pubhc traditions are, it is the
special family traditions that matter most: the special
recipes that make their way to the holiday table whether
anyone really enjoys them or not; the college students
who return to the family hearth for the first time since
leaving for campus and then head out to meet with
friends, making the night before Thanksgiving the most
lucrative for taverns; the ritual morents at every dinner
— the moment for grace, the carving of the turkey, the

. choosing between the pumpkin and the apple pie; -and,
best of all, the flood of memories of all those past gather-
ings of family and friends. Even the inevitable family
squabbles have their place in our Thanksgiving memo-
ries.

:We have much to remember a.nd much for whxch tobe -

grateful.
:Keep hope alive and have a happy Thanksgiving!
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Thanks for support .

I wish to say thank you and to express my

© sincere appreciation to the Westland com-

munity for supporting my state representa-
tive ca.ndidax,yon Nov. 7. I am truly grateful
for the opportunity to serve our residents in
the Michigan House of Representatives.

Our team of supporters, volunteers,
friends and family members worked hard to
ensure a solid victory, with emphasis on my
12-year record of elective service and a focus
on the issues that matter most to the citi-
zens of Westland, It was a pleasure to cam-
paign in an issue-oriented election, and my
opponents, Mr. Dunn and Mr. Durante,
deserve credit for their campaigns, too.

Special thanks go out to Senator-Elect
Glenn Anderson. My good friend of nearly
two decades is as selfless as a person can be.
Always looking out for those who need
assistance, Glenn also believes in the impor-
tance of encouraging others to contribute to
a better community. It was with his guid-
ance that I became elected to the City
Council, and most recently to gain your sup-
port for 'his current State Representative
seat. I look forward to working with him at
the other end of the State Capital and I am
very excited at how beneﬁc:al this will be for
our city.

As we move toward 2007 and the new
term of this elected office, my pledge is that
I will continue to represent you in the same
way I have for more than 12 years as a coun-
cilman and as a school board member. You
can expect that I will uphold the honor that
my predecessors have established and that I
will cast votes that are absolutely in the best
interests of Westland, its business commmu-
nity and its residents.

Richard LeBlanc

+ counciiman and

state representative-elect,
18th District

Buck stops with mayor

In the most recent council meeting, Mr.
Pickering said if he would have been con-
fronted by a newspaper reporter, he would
have talked to the mayor. Mr. Pickering,
you've got it backward. The mayor knew
about the lead at the park. It was her
responsibility to let the council and the pub-
lic know about the problem. If she had been
forthright and not derelict in her duties, -
there would have been no need for the
reporter to contact Mrs. Graunstadt,

A few of the councilmen have on more
than one otcasion been sarcastic and belit-
tled Mrs. Graunstadt when they have not
agreed with her opirrion. However, they did
not point fingers in this instance.

You, Mr. Pickering, on the other hand,
chose to pass the buck to Mrs. Graunstadt.
The buck stops with the mayor, and she

- should have to answer as to why she kept

the information a secret, jeopardizing the
health of children and adults who frequent-
ed the park. This should be done before she
leaves her position as mayor. !
Shirley Tenney
"~ Westland

1st leaf pickup was too early
1 could not figure out why Mr. Tom
Wilson and Kevin Buford scheduled the

first leaf pickup so early in the month of
October. There weren't any leaves onthe

ground yet.

Insteadofpu]]mgthecrewsandexpen
sive equipinent that day and put them on

LETTERS

another detail /job, you let them go through
the entire Norwayne project for a whole day
picking five leaves at a time.

This time your crews scraped up the
leaves very well, and the leaf vacuum work-
ers hardly even tried to swing that vacuum
anywhere,

Ifyou need advice, please contact me.

Joseph Owen-Jarvis

Westland

Difficult situation for district

The Citizens for Livonia’s Future
Organization is saddened by the reported
loss of student population within the dis-
trict. The numbers go well beyond the origi-
nal amount budgeted for a loss of approxi-
mately 160 students, and are an indication
of more difficult times yet to come. These
losses, and the subsequent statements by
the board of education, and the superin-
tendent, that are often conflicting and eon-
fusing, only indicate that further monies are
going to bedepleted from the fund equity as
stated by Dr. Liepa. This threatens to
plunge the district into further financial -
stress and is not sohd financial planning for
the long- or short-term,

-This is the sarme fund equity that was
quoted by the administration and the BOE
as being so low, and whose financial data
was used to justify the passing of the Legacy
Initiative, and at the time as quoted by a few
of the BOE Trustees, “We may not have a
high school in a few years,” or “We are ‘this
close’ to receivership,” that now has enough
in it to supplement what may amount to
millions of dollars in losses. The continued
deficit budgeting, poor financial decisions
and management, and the lack of clear, con-
cise data to support these decisions, has
made this a very difficult situation for the
entire Livonia Public Schools School
Disirict community. When many of our sir-
rounding communities report increases in
enrollments, or losses that are less than have
been budgeted for, the community cannot
ignore the true reasons for the losses within
our own district.

It is our sincere hope that these budget
shortfalls, and the further erosion of the
tund equity do not lead to any further staff
reductions, or deter the efforts of many con-
cerned citizens who are working hand in
hand with the district on programs such as
the DARE, anti-bullying, and drug preven-
tion in an effort to protect and enhance the
total learning experience for all students.
QOur goal should be for all citizens, business
owners, community leaders, board of edu-
cation, and LPS administration to work
together to determine what i3 best for the
long-term retention of students, as well as
providing a high-quality school configura-
tion that will draw increased enrollment to

" aonce proud and thriving school district.

, Brad Wolkan
Citizens for Livonia's Future

Return neighborhood schools

As the district has not yet released the
official student count, but has stated in the
Nov. 2 Observer “the estimate was about 2.5
percent,” which equals 425 students, I am
deeply concerned with the district’s finan-
cial situation under the Legacy Initiative,

-H'you subtract approximately 160 stu-
dents, which represents the district’s antici-
pated loss, we are still at an additional loss
of 265 students. :

The original concern over thé Legacy

Initiative was if 174 students ($1,484,000

legacy minimal savings/$8,537, the
2006/2007 student expenditure) have left
this district, the 1 percent Legacy savings is
gone. At 265 students lost, wé are at a huge -
deficit of $2.2 million dollars. {$265 x
$8,537 = $2,262,305). That is L5 times
greater than the 1 percent savings, And that
figure does not include the numercus addi-
tional Legacy costs (parking lot
paving/roads, $1 million possible).

Do we have a plan “B” in place? What will
the district do “if” these students do not
return? If a high percentage of those that
left the district attend private schools, those
homes will not be available for new stu-
dents. Thus, the savings is gone for good.

I am not asking this question because I
wish the Legacy to fail, T am asking this
question as it has been a genuine concern
from day one. During the election last May,
members of this board were quoted as stat-
ing our fund equity was dangerously low
and we may be close to receivership. To say

‘now that “finances were not the bi

issue we were facing” is just a shell game.

How is it in May and June of this year we
were broke, now just a few months later, our
district has so much money in our fund
equity that we can borrow millions to bal-
ance the mid-year budget deficit.

I'would hope if the Legacy is not the plan
it was thought to be, cur district would do
the right thing and return to the neighbor-
hood school system Livonia has always been
proud of.

Ed and Kim Naccashian
Livonia

Coleman out of line

The day after elections, I was amazed at
the arrogance of Mary Sue Coleman, the
University of Michigan president, on televi-
sion telling the taxpayers of Michigan how
she and her lawyers are going to fight the
installation of Prop. 2.

‘Who pays for this? The citizens who just
voted in the proposal? I thought U-M was a
state university supported by the citizen tax-
payers of Mlchlga,n who passed a proposal

by awide margin to eliminate entrance dis- |

crimination. Who is this person te]lmg the
Michigan taxpayers that she is going to do
what she wants, didn’t we hire her and pay
her salary? She’s not the CEO of 2 private
company but the president of a great state
university, The citizens of Michigan do not
want the University of Michigan to be the
“left coast” university of the Midwest.
Richard Giles

Canton -

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We wefcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content,

Mait;

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, Ml 48150

Fax
(734} 5917219

E-mail;
smason@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE
“It assumes that tlle entire area is used like the back yard of a house. If you contact the soil, you may have an issue.”

- James Harless, a senior soils and material consultant representing Wayne County, about testing being done at Central
City Park, -

‘
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Mlchlqan needs
from leaders of

o now that the votes are counted, the victors
promoted and the losers sent off to weep, what
do we make of the election results?

Alot. Let’s start with a quick look at the num-
bers. Turnout was way up: A total of 3,833,535
people voted, néarly half a million more than pre-
dicted. The turntout was higher still than int 2002,
and Gov. Jennifer Granholm won five out of six of
those new voters.

Tb the astonishment of everybody {including the
Democrats!} control of the Michigan House of
Representatlves ﬂ1pped with Democrats gaining
six seats for a 58-52 majority.

Senate Republicans, who had looked more vul-
nerable than their House allies before voting day,
wound up keeping control by 21-17, although two
of them won by just a few hun-
dred votes. Had the Democrats
won those two races, they'd have
had effective control.

I'd guess the increased turnout
was a result of massive spending
by all parties (it was the most
expensive election in Michigan
4 history, hands down). GOP chal-

lenger Dick DeVos spent more

than $41 million of his own -

money. Ironically, it appears the

new voters his spending brought
out voted overwhelmingly for Granholm.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow crushed her Republican
rival, Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard, by
an even bigger margin.

So was the election a “tsunami” in favor of the
Democrats? Only ... sort of. Though Granholm
won re-election by a whopping 56 to 42 pereent
and Demecrats overall were hot to vote against the
Bush administration, elections expert Mark
Grebner thinks the core Democratic vote was not
much larger than usual.

If anybody can be said to have won, it was the
moderates, the centrists, the muscular middle, the
sensible center -~ take your pick of names, One
compelling fact: Of voters who call themselves
independents, Granholm and Stabenow took
around 70 percent.

For the last several election cycles, the preva.lhng
wisdom amongst politicians has been that you
should concentrate on turning out your committed
partisan base and forget about the folks in the
middle. Wrong! Swing voters do
matter. Persistently disrespecting them is a recipe
for political trouble, as this year proved.

The big mistake Democrats could make from
this big win is to figure they've got a lock on the
future and they can go back to being subservient to
their traditional labor and liberal
paymasters. Wrong again!

Many of the successful Democratic candidates
were moderates, not ideological lefties. Democrats
may have banked the majority of votes, but those
votes were loaned by middle-of-the road voters.

Phil
Power

R.

big ideas -
both parties

That loan can be called in, pronto, if the

. Democrats screw up.

" Asfor the Republicans, there appears to be an
emerging split between those who think it would
be wiser to moderate their approach and try a little
bipartisanship and those who think the GOP con-
servative message needs to be sharpened if any-
thing.

Tom Shields, a smart Republican pollster and
strategist, told the annual postelection “pundit
summit” in Lansing last week that “Republicans
really have to sharpen the differences between the
two parties in order to succeed.”

We'll get a pretty good idea of where the GOP is
headed when talk turns to what to do about the
repealed Single Business Tax.

Granholm last year proposed a fairly moderate
package that was arguably revenue-neutral;
Republicans trashed it in the Legislature and
dumped on it in hearings all over the
state. Spearheaded by the state Chamber of
Commerce, some business types in recent months
have been beating the drum for a net business tax
cut of around $500 million in any SBT replace-

ment.

Granholm’s hand will be strengthened after the
turn of the year when Democrats take control of
the House. For the sake of'the state, I hope moder-
ates of both parties in the House and the Senate
will decide to work with Granholm on the SBT,

Certainly, our business tax system needs big-
time reform. But yanking another $500 million
out of state tax revenues, on top of a pre-existing
billion-dollar-plus structural budget deficit, is just
irresponsible. We are already a below-average tax
state. And if Michigan is going to put in place a
serious restructuring plan to get through our cur-
rent economic crisis and lay the foundation for a
more prosperous future, were going to have to
think boldly.

We need to move toward a knowledge economy.
We've got to develop a public investment program
to accentuate our state’s enduring competitive -
assets such as our research universities and our
environmental wonders. We must change our cul-
tuie of dependency, entltlement and avoiding risks
at all costs.

And we certainly have to change the workings of
our dysfunctional political system. Big problems
call for big ideas. But big ideas need to be broadly
acceptable across a spectrum of Republicans and
Democrats, in both the governor’s office and the
Legislature. Thanks to this remarkable election,
we now have a prospect of doing that, if we and
our leaders step up to the plate.

Phil Power is founder of The Center for Michigan, 2 moderate
think-and-do tank based in Ann Arbor. These apinions and oth-
ers expressed in his coiumns are fhis own and do not in any
way represent official policy positions of The Center for
Michigan. Power weicomes reader comment at ppower@hcn-
nef.com.
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It’s open season for holiday shopping, and we're starting it off with
a bang ~ 20 to 50% off* storewide, PLUS an extra 10% off your

entire purchase OR take 12 months to pay with no interest!”*

So start your holiday shoppihg season off with great big savings. At
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Funeral was about

honor, and a mott

s hundreds of people filed past the coffin

- of Sgt. Bryan Burgess on Saturday at St.

ernardine of Siena Catholic Church in
Westland, representatives of a couple of dif-
ferent support groups waited nervously for
his mother, Evelyn, to arrive.

They were there to make presentations
henering her son, who died Nov. 9 when a
sniper’s bullet caught him in the cheek,
killing him instantly while on patrol with the
1st Battalion of the 24th Marines in Fallujah.
They were there to offer support to Evelyn

. ‘Burgess, whom they'd never met.

But it was Evelyn Burgess, a Westland

mother there to bury her son, who did most’
of the supporting, stoically
accepting the embraces of
1 these groups, most of whom
were moved to tears, Evelyn
. suffered them gladly, a grate-
| ful smile adorning her face,
| the tired face of 2 mother
who'd just lost her only child.

Summoning the strength
maybe only a mother can
have, she then made her way
s 10 the coffin. She caressed

Bryan’s face, held his hand
for just a moment, let him know one last
time she loved him, And then she let him go.

There was no outward bitterness, no anger
at the senseless loss — emotions to which she
certainly is entitled. But you got the sense
watching her, and listening to his friends and
fellow Marines talking about him, that that’s
not what Burgess, a Westland native who
went to Franklin High School, would have
wanted.

“He loved being a Marine ...
of him,” she said.

Loved it so much he went to Iraqg when it
wasn't really necessary. He'd served around
the world, taking part in Qperation Iragi
Freedom in 2003 and spending time training
against terrorists in Africa and with soldiers
from other countries in South America.

But when his unit — the largest Michigan
contingent to serve in Iraq:— was going back,
Burgess, 35, wanted to make sure the
younger guys had guidance. -

“He wanted to go to Iraq to make sure the
younger guys, who didn’t have the experi-
ence, were OK,” said Sgt. Bradley Compton,
26, a Marine Reserve veteran who had
deployed with Burgess before. “He worked
really well with the younger Marines, and
they had an enormous amount of respect for
him, He had outstanding leadership ability.”

When I was a youngster, my mother used
to tell me, “Mommies know everything.”
Burgess’ mom knew something was wrong

Brad
Kadrich

T'm very proud

" want to see,

3 Mannes
er's love

when three Marines showed up at her -
doorstep. When you've got a son deployed
overseas in a war, that’s the last sight you ..

“He had only been in Iraq for six weeks Tl
and I was afraid for him ... he was on my
mind 24 hours a day,” Evelyn Burgess said. ey
“But he wanted to serve his country and be - =
with his fellow Marines. I knew somethmg
was wrong; I knew he was gone.” 7

Mommies know everything. et

There were rumeors that the group assocmt—
ed with Fred Phelps, theleaderofthe = - 1 -
Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kan.,, "
that has been protesting at soldiers’ f'uneralsJl _
espousing anti-gay views, planned to show .
up Saturda.y One of Phelps’ beliefs is that the
war in Iraq is going so badly as a way of God
punishing the United States for being toler-'"
ant of gays. Ironically, as despicable as such a.”
protest would have been, it's entirely possible"-
Burgess, who died serving a country that
wholeheartedly embraces the concept of freew -
dom of speech would have said, “Let them
have their say.” -

Thankfully, we'll never know, beca.use the
group didn’t show up, allowing the day to be:-.
solely about honor, about a soldier who died.::
doing a job that wasn’t his, because thats
how he was, by all accounts.

It was a trait the Rev. Sal Bnﬁ'a, pastor of
St. Bernardine, extolled during Saturday’s -
Mass, when he talked about Burgess’ pen- i
chant for helping others, from fellow
Marines to next-door neighbors to total
strangers in a culture thousands of miles
removed from his own.

“We know Bryan’s death is not meaning-
less,” Briffa said. “Bryan offered his very life
to bring peace and freedom to millions of
people in Iraq.”

Baturday was about honor, from the
Marine procession that stopped in front of ~
Evelyn Burgess’ Westland home and ren-
dered her a salute, to a mother who gave her &
only son in service to his country. g0

And when it was over, after tears had been R
shed and Taps and Amazing Grace had been i+
played and the 21-gun salute had been ren-
dered, this was about a mother who let her
son go, secure in and comforted by the
knowledge he'd died his way — servmg his o
country, with honor,

Mommies know everything,.

Goa \,.'%_”»- &

S

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth
Observer who spent 15 years in the U.S. Air Force. He
can be reached via e-mail at

bkadrich@hometownlife.com or by phone at (734) 459
2100, Staff writer Tony Bruscato contributed to this -, ..,
report,
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ANN ARBOR
SHOWROOM

3900 S. State Street
(2 blocks south of [-94)

734/995-3900

Your home. Your way.
1-866-GO-TYNER

YPSILANTI/CANTON

INTERICR DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE. *Discounts taken fom “Carmpare At” prices. **Cannot be combined with any other offer. Sale excludes products from Ekornes, Ultimate Value, Thomasville, Clearance Product and past
or pending orders. With approved credjt, minimum purchase $999, no payments required. 0% interest when paid within financing term, see store for details, Not responsible for any typographical errors. Not all product shown in all stores,

AREA SHOWROOM | .

1050 E. Michigan Avenue
(1/2 mile east of Ypsilanti) N

754/483-4500
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Eligible Ford Employees can Lease a 2007 Ford Escape XLT FWD

A manth(1} with
a 36 month low
nileage Red
Carpet Ranewal
Leasa,

A menth(l) with
a 24 month iow
mileags Red
Carpet Renawal
Lease;

With $1,799 ‘ T with $2,143
customer cash due at signing. - customer cash due at signing. )
includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.** Excludes tax, . Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.** Excludes tax,
- title and license fee. Cash due is after $1,500 RCL cash back : title and license fee. Cash due is after $1,500 RCL cash back
and $1,000 RCL renewal cash. ‘ and $500 RCL renewal cash.
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E /‘
; Eizgible Ford Empioyees can Lease a 2007 Ford Focus SES 4dr
For as A month{l} with ) F A month{l).with
_ low as B RS month low : low as risage Hed
T Cearpet Ranewal Carpet Renewal
b : Lease.. Lease, K
j With $1,464 ‘ " with $1,523
i customer cash due at signing. ' customer cash due at signing.
: Inciudes acquisition fee and security deposit. Excludes tax, title and . Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.™™* 1
i license fee. Cash due is after $1,000 RCL cash back Excludes tax, title and license fee. Cash due is after $500 ) .
| and $500 RCL renewal cash. RCL cash back and $500 RCL renewal cash. _ !

A manth({l) with For as y ; A month{i} with

24 month !

i ?nﬁar;gggdmw low as ?nileaglgr}l?cd ow

it Carpet Renewal Carpet Lease,

%} Lease.

i Ed

o

i With $574 With $1,913

ki customer cash due at sngnmg customer cash due at signmgn :

, .Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived,** Excludes tax, Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.** Excludes tax,
‘; title and license fee. Cash due is after $2,500 RCL cash back, title and license fee. Cash due is after $£1,000 RCL cash back and .
&,

$1,000 bonus cash and $1,000 RCL renewal cash. o $1,000 A-plan bonus cash.

SIRIUS Satellite Radio is how available as a i‘actory-insta!ied
uptiun on the 2007 Ford Five Hundred. Get more than 125
music, sports, news and talk channéls at your fingertips
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SATELLITE RAD

£

Chrome Package Includes:

An all new Chrome-Mesh Grille...
And 18 inch Chrome-Clad Wheels...

e
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A munth(l) with
a 24 menth low
mileage Réd
Carpet Renewal
Lease. .

For as
jow as

: ‘ ' - With $2,259
i . customer cash due at slgnmg
; ' Includes acquisition fee; security deposit ‘waived.** Excludes tax,
title and license fee. Cash due is after $495 Chrome Package
bonus cash and $500 RCL renewal cash.
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Knowledge is power'

- Most of us have heard this
statement sometime in our life.
Yet, it could not be more true
as we enter the 21st-century -
“knowledge” economy where
technology has knocked down
wells and potitical boundaries
{ike no other time in human
history.

Tt was this quest for knowl-
edge that led 18 metro-area
eflucators and business offi- .
c;1als to accept an invitation to
visit China from Hanban, the
executive body of the Chinese
language Council
International, a non-govern-
mental and non-profit organi-
zation affiliated with the
National Ministry of
Education of the People’s
Republic of China.

The goal of Hanban is “mnak-
ing the Chinese language and
culture teaching available to
the world to contribute to the
formation of a world of cultur-
al diversity and harmony”

Our delegation’s goal is to
continue to find ways to build
bridges with Chinese educators
and to secure English-speaking
Chinese teachers who will
come to Michigan to teach
Chinese language, history and
culture to our students to help
prepare them for the transfor-
mational, disruptive, techno- -
logical-driven global economy
they will face.

As educators and business
leaders, the participants of this
education delegation to China
believe that if Michigan wants
t0 survive and thrive in the
flattened world economy it is
critical to find ways to build
bridges and not dig moats with
our Chinese colleagues. It was
toward this end that we

 embarked last month on a 10-

day, three-city tour of China
{Beijing, Tianjin, and Xian) as
the guests of the Office of

- Chinese Language Council

International
(www.english.hanban.edu.cn).
This was my ninth trip to
China since 1989. A great ele-

" mentary teacher opened my

eyes to China many years ago
and I have been fascinated
ever since. I co-led this delega-
tion along with Lily Yen, COO
of the Center for Management
Training and Development

! and her husband Dr. Louis

Yen. This is our second delega-
tion in the past two years and
we will continue to seek to
build language, cultural and
economic bridges between
China and the state of
Michigan.

AREA DELEGATION

Our delegation consisted of

‘two former state board of edu-

cation members, two local
school board members, an
Intermediate school board
member, an Oakland County
Circuit Court judge, principals
from public and private
schools, a superintendent, two

Marco Island
Florida

Vacation
Homes and Condos

800-325-3524

Flagshipvacations.com

VACATION PROPERTIES

OEDB487088

©FREE
 ESTIMATES
(734) 525-1930

* 18 Months - No Payments

Defe(red Interest

o 0% Finaclng Available
e 5 Years Parts & Labor
Warranty
Our 32nd Year!

leITE-D TEMPERATURE

OEQ8489815

\ 8919 MIDDLEBELT + LIVONIA )

Tom

assistant superintendents and
a representative from the
Detroit Regional Chamber of
Commerce. :

If you concur with the state-
ment that “knowledge is
power,” ask yourself how much
vou know about China? Did
you know that China is home
to 1.3 billion people, with more
than 100 cities that have a
population of more than 1 mil-
lign people? - | -

T wrote this while sitting in
my hotel room in Beijing, the
capital of the People’s Republic
of China, which is a city with
more than 12 million people.
To put that rumber in perspec-
tive, there are 10 million peo-
ple living in the entire state of
Michigan. Imagine everyone in

Michigan jammed into Wayne

County, plus 2 million people,
and you can perhaps begin to

. comprehend the sheer magni-

tude of the humanity I could
see as dawn broke in this capi-
tal city. There is so much
building going on in China
that the joke is that the
nation’s bird is the “building

crane!” _

Did yousknow that more .
people know or are studying -
English in China than there
are people in the United
States? Did you know that
more than 300 million people,
the same number of U.S. citi-
zens, have risen from poverty
in China during the last quar-
ier of a century?

Mandarin Chinese is the
most widely spoken language
in the world and yet it is not

- offered as a language in most

schools across this dounty. The
national governments both
here and in China are attempt-
ing to catch up with the reality
that China has awaken and
will be a superpower economi-
cally and in other ways in the
21st century.

- TEACHING MANDARIN

_The Novi school district has
broken out of the pack and

_ taken the lead in offering
-Mandarin Chinese at the high

school level this year. John
Lawrence, principal of Novi
High School, said, “the world is
shrinking, and it is critical that
we prepare our children and
students to thrive in a global

.economy. Knowing the

Chinese culture and language
is another tool that will better
prepare our kids to compete in
the 21st century knowledge
economy.’

Peter Dion; superintendent
of Novi School District added,

“currently 23 percent of our . - "

school population is Asian
(Chinese, Korean, Japanese
and Indian). We are proud that
the Novi School board is for-
ward-thinking and always
striving to provide a world-
class education to our children.
Offering Mandarin Chinese is
just another example of our
progressive school district”
Mary Blackmon, president
of the Wayne Regional
Educational Service Agency

that provides educational sup-
port services to the 34 school

. districts in Wayne County said:
" “Clearly China is on the rise
economica.lly Educationally it .

is our responsibility as leaders
to prepare our “students to be
competitive in an ever-chang-
ingworld? .

“Meeting and hearing
Chinese students from kinder-
garten to high school speak
English was astonishing and
demonstrates that we have our
work to do to make sure our
students are prepared to pros-

o)

per,” Blackmon said.

Northville Public Schools
sent two board members — -
Karen Paciorek and Marilyn
Price — on the trip. Both see '
tremendous potential in edu-~
cational exchanges wi Ehma. :

“Wow would be an under- &7
statement!” Paciorek said. “I ..
was impressed by the quahty Qf
the preschool and kinder-

-garten programs I saw and it} ClS

amazing to see such young

[

PLEASE SEE CHINA, A20

"

bebsm.com
MIiBCN.com

Commitment to the Community

Since 1939, Biue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan has honored our nonprofit
commitment to the people of Michigan by providing unparalleied access to health
services, working in partnership with physicians and hospitals to improve health
care quality and supporting initiatives to expand access for people in need.

Today, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network together provide
more than 4.7 million people with the security and peace of mind that come from
knowing they will have access to quality health care, wherever and whenever

they need it.

We are proud of our partnerships with the state of Michigan to expand health
coverage to lower-income children and ensure seniors are fully covered under
Medicare. We are dedicated financial supporters of free community clinics across
Mlchigan providing access for the uninsured. We are partners with the Michigan

. Health & Hospital Association’s acclaimed Keystone Center, working to improve
- quality through evidence-based medicine. :

At Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network, we dedicate ourselves
every day to honoring our nonprofit heritage and commitment to Michigan. We
also commit ourselves to providing affordable health benefit solutions that meet
the needs of our customers, information and assistance to meet the needs of our
members and innovations‘to improve service and reduce cost.

As we welcome Jeanne Carlson as the new President and CEO of Blue Care ;
Network, we look forward with excitement to playing a more prominent role in b
your community. As we go forward, you have our commitment that we will
approach our business with the integrity you demand, the service you expect
- and the commitment we all share to improving health care for everyone.

‘@J -

DanieIJ Loepp
President & CEO o
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Nefwork are nonprofit corporati‘ons
and independent licensess of the Blue Cross and Biue Shield Association.

Jeanne Cartson :
President & CEO
Blue Care Network-
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That’'s because we 'consistently'put thousands

of people just like these in touch with recruiters
just like you.

If you're looking to hire yualified candidates
we're the place to start.

Qur partnership with CareerBuilder.com® also
adds a powerful web dimension to your
search. | |

So, the next time you have a vacant cubicle,
office, or desk, call us, we’'ll double your hiring
poOWer.

Print plus Web.

A powerful combination.
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. JUST ANNOUNCED: |
$500 LOCAL AREA BONUSCASH l
~ THROUGH NOVEMBER 30 ONLY! |

2007 BUICK LACROSSE™ CX SPECIAL EDITION

with Chrome Enhancement Package _ : ;‘

GM employees who are current Buick owners/lessees:
Low Mileage Lease for Qualified Lessees

: $1 89/month for 27 monthsr ) | | '

$1,029 due at signing after all offers*
No security deposit required.

Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 22,500 miles,
Tax, title, license and dealer fees extra.

T,

i
&

2007 BUICK RENDEZVOUS® CX

GM employees who are current Buick owners/lessees:
Low Mileage Lease for Qualified Lessees

$1 79/month for 27 rr;onths

$1,229 due at signing after all offers*
Mo security deposit required.

Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 22,500 miles.
Tax, title, license and dealer fees extra.

- 2007 BUICK LUCERNE®CX
GM employees who are current Buick owners/lessees: 4 :
Low Mileage Lease for Qualified Lessees '
$259/month for 27 months
$859 due at signing after ali offers*
No security deposit required. 5
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over-22,500 miles.
Tax, title, license and dealer fees extra,
-

; ' ONE-YEAR STANDARD ONSTAR® TURN-BY-TURN .?'
100,000-MILE WARRANTY | VOICE-GUIDED NAVIGATIONT | -1
5-YEAR POWERTRAIN** ' The world's simplest and smartest navigation system. ‘ :

AND NOW | __ g
f SEE SOME RED. save some GREEN.
The price on the tag is the price you .
pay at your participating Buick dealer.
———— FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU, VISIT METRODETROITBUICKDEALERS.COM! —————
*Paymants are for a 2007 Buick LaCrosse CX Special Edition with Chrome Enhancemant Package with an MSRP. of $23,340, 27 monthly payments total $5,078, .
a 2007 Buick Rendezvaus CX with an MSRP of $25,795, 27 monthly payments total $4,813, and a 2007 Buick Lucarne CX with an MSRP of $25.990, 27 monthly payments total $6,967,
Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at fease signing. GMAG must approve lease. Lessee pays for excess wear. Not availabls with othar offers.
Must show proof of current Buick ownership ar lease. Limit one Loyalty Offer per aligible transaction. Residency restrictions apply. Take delivery by 11/30/06.
**2007 models. Whichever comas first. Sae dealer for limited warranty details. _ :
TTurn-by-Turn not avaitable in certain markets. See your Buick daaler for details. Call 1-888-466-7827 for systam limitations and details,
1 Tax, title and license are extra. Take delivary by 1/2/07. See dealer for details. ;
©2006 GM. Al rights reserved. ' H
' - : 360 West Mapls Road
MCCANN ERICKSON. Rirmingham, M) 48009 ~ , i
e 0w e 0@ 25-203-8000 : . . . ‘ D
SKNC - oweimN GEN 2N o0so - AT7:60900C |
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BY SHARON DARGAY
" STAFF WRITER

A dollar can make a difference ina
needy person’s life.

“One dollar to Gleaners gets 16
meals. We leverage the dollars.
Because of the scope of the operation
and logistics we can get a dollar to
stretch much farther,” said Gerry
Brisson, vice president of develop-
ment for Gleaners, southeastern
Michigan’s food bank,

" "We do 2 lot of work with canned
food drives and things of that nature,
where people collect a barrel or two of
food. It’s not as efficient as cash, but it
gets people involved. For some people
a can of food is all they can donate.
But because a dollar gives 16 meals,
it’s the easiest thing to do”

Cash — it’s on all relief agencies’
wish lists as the holiday season kicks
into high gear starting Thanksgiving
Day.

- It’s the most economical way to
meet increasing demands which
agencies experience at the holidays
and have begun to see even earlier
this year because of the state’s poor
economy.

“Money gives us the flexibility to
address needs in terms of hunger and
homelessness and utility costs. It
helps throughout the year;” said Don
Czaplicki, divisional social services
director for the Salvation Army in
southeastern Michigan.

The corps kicked off its annual ket~
tle campaign Friday, Nov. 17, at
Campus Martius in Detroit. On

Thanksgiving Day, it will serve break-

instruction in the Midwest.

of Traverse City.

Want to help? See where you can donate, page
AT,

) ’ . ‘ Ld
For 50 years, making
Every moment count.
It’s about much more than our 45 masteérfully groomed
runs and the fastest lift in northern Michigan. It goes

§  well beyond exquisite lodging and superb dining, It’s
more than award-winning family programs and the best -

1¢s the way every moment comes together in an inspired
blend of excitement and satisfaction. For 50 years we've been
known as a place where lasting family traditions are born,

Moments matter, Make them count. Come visit
vour mountain, Crystal Mountain, just 28 miles SW

Named #1 Resort in the Midwest by Ski Maguzine.
crystalmountain.com 800-YOUR-MTN

. fast at Masonic Temple to the home-

less, The corps also will distribute
food boxes and toys to needy fa.rmhes
at Christmas.

“I encourage people, if they see a
red kettle, please donate,” Czaplicki
said. “The economy has been stalled
and it’s hard because we have lots of
people who need assistance and it's
getting harder to give because they
are losing jobs or are concerned about
losing their jobs.”

FROM FOOD BANK TO PANTRY

Brisson said Gleaners’ Livingston
County center has distributed 20 per-
cent more food over the past few
months in response to summer lay-
offs, Gleaners distributes food at low
cost and in some cases for free
through five centers to 400 local part-
ners including soup kitchens, food
pantries — 70 percent are faith-based
- shelters and crisis centers.

“There’s 4 lag time between layoffs
and the increase in demand. Even
though people live paycheck to pay-
check, they find a way to scrape by for
‘a while, but unemployment isn’t near
what they need to survive, ’I‘hat’s
when we sce a spike in demand,’
Brisson said.

“When you see who is served by
emergency food services, 50 few are
bums on the street. They're people
you'd be surpnsed need help. They're
your nelghbors

*This rate available early season, midweek, in hotel accommaodations with
double occupancy. Please call for additional rates. Up to chree kids 8 and
under sleep and ski free anyrime, up to three kids 17 and under sleep and
ski free midweek {excluding holidays) when sharing accommodations with
two paying adults. Minimum night sty required on peak weekends and
holnia axes and resort fee extia,

At Lighthouse Emergency Services
in Clarkston, Connie Stapleton, man-
ager, has seen former donors become
Lighthouse recipients over the past
few years.

The agency serves 10 north
Oakland communities and is allied
with Lighthouse Emergency Services
in Pontiac, which serves communities
north of 14 Mile, between M-23 and
Dequindre,

“We've had real estate agents com-
ing in, builders coming in, contrac-
tors coming in. We have people who
had good jobs and lost them, Or peo-
ple trying to sell their house, they
can’t and the house goes into foreclo-
sure,’ said Stapleton,

“The face of our clients changed
over the past year. It’s been dismal.
Our donors are coming in for assis-
tance” '

And that means donations are
down.

Meanwhile, demands have
increased. Stapleton said even those
earning middle-class wages tend to
cut back on little luxuries - dinners -
out, professional hair service - when
times are tight. That, in turn, affects
people in the service industry who
depend on tips to make ends meet
and who end up turning to agencies
like Lighthouse to survive,

GIVE CASH

“What we need most is money. That
will help us pay utility bills or help
someone get to work if the plate on
their car is expired. Or purchase food
at the food bank,” Stapleton said.

Lighthouse Clarkston gave food to

approximately 400 people in ‘
September 2005, This year, it fed 894
people.

Lighthouse Pontiac helped 900
families and 2,867 individuals in
2005. Those numbers jumped to
1,172 households and 3,595 individu-
als this year.

Christine Burk, spokeswoman for
Lighthouse Pontiacs holiday pro-
gram, said the agency needs another
150 donors to “adopt” a family and
buy Christmas gifts for its members.

“As we reach out to the community

for help, people are responding if they -

can. People seem to recognize the
need and they are rallying around
- their neighbors,” she said.

Susan Vidican, director of
Rochester Area Neighborhood House,
said canned food drives at local
schools have begun to replenish her
agency’s pantry shelves that had been’
empty since August,’

“We had to purchase food,” she said.
“I think one thing all agencies are
doing is we recognize that our .
resources are limited, so we're doing a
lot of partnering to make the dollars
go farther.”

WORKING TOGETHER

The Farmington Area Goodfellows
_ group, for example, partners with -

Farmington Schools, which conduct-
ed a canned food drive this month.
The Goodfellows will include the
donations in its holiday distribution
on Dec. 16.

“We do a lot of work with Toys for
Tots. We partner with stores that we
use gift certificates through,” said Lisa

Area agencies stretch dollars to provide food, aid to needy

Ellis, a Goodfellows board meraber.
“We work with senior citizens in
Farmmgton.

“There is greater demand this yea.r
More families and seniors are in need.

" But our community mailing has been

successful for us,” she said, referring

to a community-wide appeal mailed

to residents earlier this month.
“People have been very generous. L

- see every donor card that comes in,

We have a lot of people who give $5
or $10 and it all adds up.”

The Rev. Vincent Reyes, pastoral
director of Capuchin Soup Kitchen in
Detroit, said the organization’s two
dining rooms in Detroit are serving “a
few more people” than it has in the
past.

“We do our best to make donations
stretch,” he said. An average meal -
which might include chicken, sweet
potato, salad, barley taboulee, cookies
and a beverage - costs the Capuchins
$1.17.

“We've been around since 1929 and .

we've never gone two days without
serving. We've never run out of food,

We've been blessed. The people of this |

area are generous,” he said. The non-
profit ministry distributes more than
three million pounds of food in its
pantry packs.each year, in addition to
serving hot meals and running vari-
ous programs on Detroit’s east side.

“I’ve never seen such generous peo-
ple as those in Detroit. Not a day goes
by that I don’i remember them all in
prayer.’

sdargay®hometownlife.com
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By Drew Reed
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HOW TO HELP

DONATIONS NEEDED ' Salvation Army, Eastern Michigan Division, |
16130 Northland Drive, Southfield, MI 48075. E

B Gleaners Community Food Bank is the third . |
largest in the nation. it distributes free and W rarmington Area Goodellows helps people |

fow-cost food to soup kitchens, shelters, food year-round, but will distribute toys and food

pantries, crisis centers and other retief agen- for the holidays on Dec. 16. o Flonate cash or
cies, totaling 400 partners. It accepts nonper- items, call the Goodfeilows office at (248) 871
ishable foods through donation drives or ingi- 2o+ before Nov. 27 and (248) 473-1360 after-

vidual donations, cash and volunteer help at ward. Or visit wivw.farmingtonareagoodiel-

its:five distribution centers, which are located lows.org.

in Detroit, Howell, Pontiac, Warren and Taylor. s ' .
Visit www.gcfb.convio.net to donate online, B COTS, (Coalition on Temporary Shelter) is

arrange for a food drive or to volunteer, By headquartered at 26 Peterboro, Detroit, but

mail: 2131 Beaufait, Detroit, Mi 48207, Or call uns housing programs at various locations,

(866) GLEANER. Look for danation appeals at pffermg emergency shelter, .tran5|t|o.nai hous-
“local grocery stores that allow shoppers to ing and permanent, supportive housing. Check

e . L its Web site at www.COTSdetroit.org for an
a&g 3 g:t :\?aﬁ![efonﬁgst g(l)l tmrmsgr? &J lﬂglglg'ny_ updated list of needs, including finens, cloth-

. N i i 'S i ift certificates and toi-
one you know doing food distribution, because mg,‘chlldrens items, gi ;
time\é are tough.” sgys Gerry Brisson, vice tetries. Or call Robyn Smith at (313} 831-3777.

president of development. To find a food
pantry nearest you, visit www.pantrynet.org.

@ Redford Interfaith Relief, located in Pearson
Education Center, 19990 Beech Daly, serves
senior citizens, the disabled, the working poor
and families in a crisis, within the Redford
area. The organization needs cash, personal
care items, canned goods and volunteers. Call
(313) 387-9802 or visit on the Web at www.red-
fordinterfaithreiief.org. :

M The Salvation Army, eastern Michigan divi-
sion, aided 480,000 people in the tri-county
area through its annual heliday kettle program
last year. Proceeds bought more than two mil-
lion meals for the needy, as well as Christmas
gifts for children, food baskets, personal care
items and year-round aid. The Salvation Army
hopes to raise $7 miltion through kettles this
year. Visit www.salvationarmyemich.org to find
out about volunteering as a beli ringer or to
participate in the minj-kettle program, which
aliows individuals to collect donations at home
or work, private parties and other gatherings.
Other ways to donate:

Donate a child's coat or cash to the Salvation
Army’s Coats for Kids at the Detroit Lions-
Miami Dolphins game at Ford Field on
Thanksgiving Day. Or cal! (866) 985-COAT.

Buy a toy for the Salvation Army’s annual holi-
day toy shop. Call the eastern Michigan divi-
sion in Southfield at (248) 443-5500 to find a
Corps near you.

Donate used goods to a Salvation Army store.
For pickup and store information, call (313}
965-T760.

Donate money online or send a check to the

B Capuchin Soup Kitchen has two dining
rooms in Detroit, maintains a pantry, clothing
and household distribution center, offers sub-
stance abuse treatment as well as children's
programs. Send donations to the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, 1820 Mt. Elfictt, Detroit, M
48207, Donate on the Web at
www.cskdetroit.org or call the development
office at (313) 579-2100, Ext. 1875.

B The THAW fund gives emergency energy
assistance to fow-income families, individuals
and senior ¢itizens throughout Michigan who
are in danger of losing heat or electricity.
Donation appeals are enclosed with some gas
an electric bilis, Or send a check to THAW at
1212 Griswold, 10th floor, Detroit, M| 48226. Or
contribute by phone at (800) 866-THAW or
online at www.thawfund.org.
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Obituaries, Memaorials, Remembrances
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e—masi, GEObats@oexhomecamm.nei .

734-953-2232

DOUGLAS STEVENS

Frankfort. Age 73, died
November 14,
Munson Medwai Center in
Traverse City. He was born
on August 26, 1933 the son of
Richard and Ann Stevens in Highland
Park, Michigan. Doug martied Norma
3. Eustice on February 10,1998, He
fserved the U.S. Army during the
Korean Conflict as a Staff Sgt., shoot-
ing instructor and armorer, He was a
member of the American Legion
Frankfort Post No. 221 and the Cedar
_Rod & Gun Club, He was also a life-
tfime member of the NRA. Doug
littended Blaine Christian Church and
was employed with AAA for 29 years.

Sarviving is wife, Norma; children
finda Stevens of Grand Blanc and
Scott (Jennifer) Stevens of Shelby
Twp.; two grandsons, Jacob and
Danial; stepson, Jeffrey Butler of
Frankfort; brother, Godfrey (Delores)
Stevens; and many nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death
by his parents and an infant sister. A
leelebration of Doug's life will be
Saturday, November 25th at 3PM at
the: Benzonia Chapel of McElduff-
Jowett Funeral Home, 7223 South St.,

Benzonia, MI, 49616, with Rev. Bob
Larimer officiating, The family will
tecgive friends from 1PM until the
timie of the service. Burial will be in
Blaine Twp. Cemetery. Memorial con-
fributions may be made to the Benzié
County Animal Welfare or the NRA.

The Benzonia Chapel of McEiduff-
Jowett Funeral Homes & -Cremation
Service is handling the-arrangements.

GARY ALAN MILZ

Age 58. Born May 26, 1948,
went to be with the Lord
peacefully on Movember 18,
2006, with his family by his
side. Preceded in death by his parents
Clatence and Marjorie and sister Gail.
Survived by his wife of 28 years,
Diane; seven children, Eric (Debra)
Mzltissa (Jay) Gajewskie, Renee
(John) Thompson, Mathew, Stephen,
Christopher, Jacob; ten grandchildren,
Joshua, Amelia, Levi, Taylor,
Kennedy, Zackery, Ashton, Sawyer,
.Iaa}nen and Jackie; brother-in-law
Joe (Brenda) leontte, wo nephews
Joey and David. Memorial service
will be held at the First Baptist
Church of Wayne, 36125 Glenwood
er at 11:00am November 24th,

'GEORGE A. CLIFFORD

Age 77, of Redford, November 20,
2006. George is survived by Iris, his
beloved wife of 48 years; children
Linda (Ed)} Landess, Julie Gentry,
Joanne {Rob) Hendricks, and David.
Mr. Clifford is also survived by eight
grandchildren and five great-grand-
children, Funeral service Saturday,
Movember 25, 11:30am, at the
Heeney- Sundquist Funeral Home,
23720 Farmington Rd., between 9
and 10 Mile Roads, just north of
(rand River, downtown Fartnington,
248-474-5200. Visitation Friday, 2-
Spm. Memorial tributes suggested to
Amer:can Cancer Society, or can-
RL,0TE.

heeneysundquist.com

HAROLD VERNON
COLLINS

Age 65, of Westland, died November
”D 2006 at Garden Cxty Hospital. He
fad been seriously ill for three weeks.
‘Bom June 13, 1941, in Paintsville,
Kentucky, the son of Conard and
Slady Mae (Wells) Collins. He was
married 1o Judy Pery in Augusi of
1963. For inore “than 20 years, he was
eraployed by Clark Oil and managed
several service stations in the

gwnriver area. He enjoyed coin col-
feeting and playing his guitar and
banjo. For the past twelve years, he
inade his home with-Lisa Dukes. He is
survived by two sons, Jeffrey of
Monroe, and Timothy of Ypsilanti;
three brothers, Christopher Columbus
{Betty) of Taylor, Jesse (Jewel), of Van
Lear, KY, and Colvert {Peggy) of
Greenup, KY a sister, Verdie Mollette
bf  Milan; and four grandehildren.
Frignds may call Friday, November 24,
it the UHT Funeral Home, Westland,
#14-721-8555. Funeral service will be
held at 2pm, Saturday, November 25.
M. ‘Coilins' nephew, Doug Mollette,
will officiate. Graveside services will
bi. held Monday, November 27, at
1Jpm at Highland Memorial Park in
§taifordsv1]le, KY. Friends may attend
istaveside service from 11-12pm, In
fiet - of flowers, those desiring may
make donations to the family.

2006 at '

JACK VITO MIGLIORE

April 30, 1922-November 20, 2006,
Jack Vito Migliore, a resident of
Sterling Hts. and former longtime res-
ident of East Pointe, died Monday

morning in William Beaumont
Hospital of Royal Oak at the age of 84
vears, Jack was born in Detroit on
April 30, 1922 a son of the late
Sebastian ‘and Rosa (Giordano)
Migliore, He Owned and operated
Jacks Produce Market on Wheels. Jack
was a charter member of Detroit

. Produce Venders Association, He did

not retire untif age 81 as he lived for
and loved his work. As a hard worker,
it was important that he provided for
his family and he loved what he did for
those many years. Jack also enjoyed
all gambling of any kind and enjoyed
playing cards. He will be deeply
missed by ail who knew and joved
hitn. Jack is survived by his loving
wife, Magdelina; his devoted daugh-
ters, Marianne Stevens and her dear
friend Lawrence Thompson and Rose
(David) Edgeworsh; his grandchildren,
Jackie (nee - Stevens)(Steve)Cansler,
Nykol & Brooke Edpeworth; his great
grandchitdren, Eric & Trever Stevens
and Alex & Alyssa Cansler and his sis-
ter, Rose (Joséph) Ferri & brothers,
Sam  {(lena) and  Augustine
{Josephine). He was preceded in death
by sister, Phyllis and brother, James.

Visitation will be held at the Falmarn .

& Walsh Golden Rule Funeral Hoine,
32814 Utica Rd., Fraser, Wednesday
ipm till 9pm and Friday 10:30am tiil
time of Mass at llam from St
Anastasia Catholic Church 4571 John
R., Troy. Share memories with the
family at fautmannwalsh.com

LAMAR M. RUSSOM

Age 90, November 19, 2006, Beloved
husband of Ethel. Dear father of
Carol (Manueb) Yacoub, Thomas (Jo)
and Ronald (Debra). Dearest brother
of Frances McPherson, Also survived
by eight grandchildren. Funeral serv-
ice Wednesday 1:30 p.m, from R.G.
& G.R. Harris Funeral Home, 15451
Farmington Rd., Livonia. Visitation
Tuesday 2-9 p.m. Memorials suggest-
ed to American Lung Association.

- PETER CHARLES
ZEMNICKAS

Age 89, of Beverly Hills, died
Sunday, November 19, 2006, at Stone
Bridge Medical Complex in Flint. He
was born July 16, 1917, son of Peter
and Anastasia Zemnickas. He was
predeceased by Donna, his beloved
wife of 65 years. Peter was an active
member of St. Regis Catholic Church,

“Through the years his interests took

him in many directions. He was a
member of the Birmingham Senior
Men's Club and the Michigan Chapter
of the Roils-Royce Club. For many
years, he did volunieer work at Henry
Ford Health Systems of West
Bioomfield where he was known as
the "Ange! Man". Father of Robert
{Carol} Zemmnickas of Mt Pleasant,
SC; Gordon Zemnickas of Howell;
and adopted daughter, Ann Zemnickas
of Farmington Hills, Grandfather of
Karen {Chris) Ochs of Fairborn, OH;
Kevin Zemnickas of Mt. Pleasant, SC;
Mark Zemnickas of Beverly Hiils;
and Christine of West Bloomfi€ld,
Great Grandfather of Shane and Sarah
Ochs dnd Tyler and Michael. Funerat
Mass was Tuesday, November 21,
2006, at St, Regis Catholic Church,
Bloomfield Hills.  Burial, Holy
Sepuichre Cemetery, 25800 W, 10
Mile, Southfield, Memorial contribu-
tions can be made to the Parkinson
Disease Foundation and/or Avalon
Hospice. Share your memeories at
www.sawyerfuller.com

JEAN ANN %ICMICHAEL)
RUHL

Ape 67, of Farmington Hills, MI
passed away on November 20, 2006.
Jean was the beloved wife of the late
Dr. George Ruhl and is survived by her
brothet, Russell McMichael; her three
children, Melody Alfather, Ed and
Greg; grandchildren, Miles, Devin,
Joshua and Jordan. A celebration of
het life will be held at Prince of Peace
Catholic Church in West Bloomfield.
The church is focated at 4300 Walnut
Lake Road, West Bloomfield, MI
43323, phone (248) 6819424, on
Saturday, November 25 at 10:30am. In
lieu of flowers, memorial gifts in
Jean’s name to Angela Hospice in
Livonia, MI are greatly appreciated.

| Johnspn of Bloomfield Twp., Carol

‘| great man devoted to caring for all of]

RUTHANN JOHNSON

Beloved wife, mother & grandmother
passed away on Monday, Nov. 20,
2006. She is survived by her husband,
Richard, of Bloomfield Twp. She is
also survived by her children Alan
(Pat) Johnson of Holly, MI, Susan

(Fiance Terry Burke) Bernardi of]
Lancaster, PA, James (Deborah)
Johnson of -Muskegon, MI, Judy
Johnson of Las Vepas, NV and
Melinda (Robett) Smith of Beverly
Hilis, MI. She is also survived by her
eleven grandchildren, eight great-
grandchildren and a host of other
family and friends. She loved gar-
dening and was a member of the Troy
Garden Club. She was a member of]
Birmingham Sr. Women's Club and a
member of St. Thomas More Church.
She loved music and spending time
with her family and many grandchil-
dren, Family wiil be receiving friends
Wednesday, Nov. 22, from 5-8PM
with Scripture Service at TPM, at AL
Desinond Funeral Home, 32515
Woodward. Funeral Mass will be
Friday, Nov. 24 at 10AM "at St
Thomas More Church, 4580 Adams
Rd., Troy.

TOM MOSHIMER

Age 71, November 21, 2006, Beloved
husband of Nancy. Loving Father of]
Duncaa {Cheryl) Mike, Jim (Nicki),
Kelly (Phii). Dear Grandfather of]
Ryan, Sarah, Zach and Patrick. He
was a high school teacher and foot-
ball ‘coach for 42 yrs., (B yrs. in
Dundee, MJ] and 34 yrs. at Piymouth
Salem). He retired in 2000. Visitation
on Friday, November 25th, 10am-
9pm at McCabe Funeral Home, 851
N. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI
48187,  Setvice on Saturday,

November 26th, 10am at §t. Thornas
'Beckett of Canton

Tribute
to the

WV Life of
e Your
Loved One

PIERRE LOUIS DePORRE

Age 74, of Bloomfield Hills, died
Npvember 20, 2006. Devoted hus-
band of Virginia (Teppert) — 49 years,
Caring father of Pierre (Deborah)
DePorre, Louise (James) Westcott,
Julianne (Efrin) Padilla, Mary (Craxg)
Sturza, Paul (Janie) DePorre. Loving
brother to Juliette (the late Casmir}
Zaranek, the late Denise DePorre, the
late Jutes (Carolyn} DePorre, James!
(Janet) DePorre. Brether-in-law to
the late John Teppert, Sally Teppert.
Proud grandpa of 14. Beloved by all
who knew him, ingluding countiess|
nieces and nephews. Family will
receive friends at A. J, Desmond &
Sons Funeral Home, 2600 Crooks
Rd., {(btwn. Maple & Big Beaver),
Fr:day 1-9 PM, with Scripture Service
Friday 7 PM. Funeral Mass Saturday
10 AM at St. Thomas More Church,
4580 Adams Road, Troy. Prayers at
the funeral home Saturday $:.15 AM
followed by procession to church.
Memorial Tributes to the Companion,
Animat Fund, CVM Development,
Michigan State University, F-130
Veterinary Medical Center, East
Lansing, MI 48824, Pierre was a

God’s creatures - great and smail.
View obituary and share memories at:
www.DesmondFuneralHome.com

; OBITUARY
POLICY

The first five “billed” lines of
an obituary are published at
no cost. All additional lines
will be charged at $4 per line,
You may place a picture of
your loved one for an
additional cost of only $6.
Symbolic emblems may be
included at no cost (example:
Ametican Flags, religious
symbols, etc.)

Deadlines:

Friday 4:30 PM for Sunda
Wednegday Noon for Thursday

Ohituaries recefved after tese deadlines
will be placed in the next avafiable issue.

e-mail your 0bit fo
oeohits@hometownlife.cem
or faxlo:
Attn: Obits ¢/o Charolette Wilson
734-953-2232
For more information calf:
Charofette Wiison
734-953-2070
or Liz Keiser

734-953-2067

orloil free

866-818-7653
ask for Char or Liz
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www.hometownfife.com
If you want to submit an item for the Christmas luncheon i (734) 9811333,
religion calendar, fax it fo (734) 591 fellowship funcheon 12:15 p.m. Friday, Christmas concert

1279 or write: Religion Calendar,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150, The
deadtine for.an announcement to
appear in the Thursday edition is
noon Monday.

NOVEMBER

~ Thanksgiving service

10 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 23, at Ward.
Evangelical Presbyterian Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville, For Infor-
mation, cafi (248) 374-7400. The
church's fraditional celebration fea-
tures the Chancel Choir, Orchestra,
Teen Choir and Children's Choir.
Special presentation of the Battle

Hymn of the Republic. Childcare pro- .

vided to age 4.

Unity of Livonia
VegMichigan Thanksgiving Potluck
Celebration features traditional and
festive fare that is free of meat, dairy
and other animal products noon to 6
p.m. Thursday, Nov, 23, Unity of
Livonia, 28660 Five Mile, between
Middiebelt and Inkster, Vegetarians,
vegans and anyone trying to eat less
meat are welcome to attend this cete-
bration of the season’s abundance. In
addition to the feast, the day features
gratitude readings by children, origa-
mi demonstration, children’s coloring

contest, a pianist and other entertain-

ment. Attendees are encouraged to
bring their own instruments and tal-
ents and join in the celebration,
Admission to the event is a vegan (no
animal products) dish sized for 8, or
first-time attendees may bring $10 in
lieu of a dish though food is preferred
to ensure a day-long feast.
VegMichigan, formerly Veggies in
Motion, promotes awareness of the
health, ecological and ethical benefits
of a plant-based lifestyte. The group
hosts the local Great American
Meatout each spring and sponsors
pumerous educational casses, lec-
tures, potlucks, dinner club and social
outings plus a monthly e-newsletter,
For detaiis, visit www.vegmichigan.org
or cali {toli free) (BTT) 778-3464.

Lighthouse cafe
710 p.m. Friday‘; Nov, 24, at Ward
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile,
Norihwille, Tickets are 95 at the door,
Cali {248) 374-5920,

Anniversary kick off
Garden City Presbyferian Church cele-
brates its 175th anniversary in
February 2007. To kick off the ohser-
vance, the church will have marchers
and floats in the Santaland Pzrade on
Saturday, Nov. 25, Everyone is wel
come to join in the celebration in
2007, Fer information, calt (734) 421
7620,

Church fund-raiser
Cherry Hitl United Methodist Church,
321S. Ridge Road in Canton, is having
a Fund-raiser 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 25, Several vendors will
be selling their products. What a great
time to shop for Christmas gifts or
birthday presents for your loved ones.
No charge.
Refreshments and Bake Sale are avail-
able. For more information, call (734)
495-0035.

Messiah
4 p.m, Sunday, Mov. 26, at the historic
Cathedral of the Most Blessed
Sacrament, 9844 Woodbridge at
Trowbridge, Detroit. The concert is
nerformed by the Archdiocesan
Chorus and orchestra, Tickets are $10
in advance, $15 at door. Call (313) 865~
6300, Ext, 221, or visit www.aod.ontine
and click on catendar.

Celebrate Christmas season
At Detroit First Chusch of the
Nazarene in Northville 6 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 26, a Red Sweater Night starts
the Advent season with Christmas
music, fellowship and refreshments
{nursery available for chitdren from
newborns to 36-months; 10:50 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 3 the Children's Choir
presents A Christmas Carol based on
the traditional Christmas Carol story-
line; 10:5¢ a.m. Sunday, Dec, 10 Baby's
First Christmas invites families to
include their baby in the morning
worship service, call (248} 348-7600
by Dec. 3, children's programs will be
available for birth to efementary age;
1:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 15, and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 17 the Sanctuary Choir,
instrumentalists and drama team
present Journey to the Manager, a
musical drama, the nursery is avail-
able for children hirth o age three for
both dates, and 10:50 a.m. and 6:30-
p.m, Sunday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
service inciudes communion and ends
with a traditional candlelight service,
nursery avaffable for children birth to
36-months, at the church, 21260
Haggerty. For information, cali (248}
348-7600.

Toy train show
11:30 a.m. o 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 26,
at St. Albert the Great School, 4855

. Parker, Dearborn Heights. Admission
is 53 per person, 86 per famity. The
kitchen will be open with food and
refreshments. For information, call
(313) 277-2415.

Blood drive
Red Cross blood drive 2-8 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 27, at St. Jahn's
Episcopal Church, 574 South Sheldon,
Plymauth. Calf Carotyn Libeau at {734}
455-5395 to make an appointment of
just drop in.

Dec. 1; at Farmington First United
Methodist Church, 33112 Grand River,
second block east of Farmington Road
at Warner, Cost is $7, reservations
required. Call Betty Haines by Tuesday,
MNov. 28 for reservations and if baby-
sitting is needed. Program includes
the Cass Ambassadors Choir, installa-
tion of Church Women United officers,
and Right Family Christmas game
{bring wrapped new $5 gift to
exchange during the game}. 8ring
canned and boxed foods for local food
bank.

Christmas Hope tour
The Nov. 28 concert, which was to be
presented at Faith Lutheran Church in
Troy, has been canceled by the pro-
moter,

Worship service
Alt are welcome to attend 11 a.m. wor-

- ship service Sundays, at Good
Shepherd Refarmed Church, 6500 N.
Wayne at Hunter, Westland. Join us at
T p.m, Tuesdays in November and
December as Pastor Louise Monacelii
introduces The Jesus Expérience, a
series of videos offering insight into
the people and situations God used to
expand the church around the world, -
For more information, call (734) 721-
0800.

St. Nicklaus Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 2, at Church
of the Savior, 38100 Five Mite, There
witl be a pancake breakfast, craft
table and a program by St. Nicklaus
himself tetfing about the origins of
Santa Claus. Free wilt offering. RSVP to
(734} 464-0527 by Nov. 29. All ages
welcome.

Bridging the holidays
A program designed to help famities
work through the holidays and special
occasions without their loved on,
includes a small memorial 1t a.m. and
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29, at St.
Cletus Catholic Church, 26256 Ryan,
Warren,
Winter memorial 1 p.m, Saturday, Dec.
2, at Best Western Hote!, 16999 South
Laure! Park Drive, Livonia, Come to
honor and celebrate the iives of your
loved one. Ali programs are non-
denominational. No charge. RSVP
requested by Nov. 27, at (800} 770-
9659. Refreshments provided.

Grief and the holidays
Workshop focuses on facing the holi-
days after the death of a loved gne 7-
8:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov, 30, at Ward
Presbyterian Church, 4000 Six Mile,
Northville. Registration at the door, no
fee. For information, call (248) 374
5920.

Hanukkah gift shoppe
Congregation Beit Kodesh Sisterhood
Hanukkah/Judaic gift shop opens
from 10:3¢ a.m, to 12:30 p.m. Sundays
through Dec. 10. Selection includes
holiday gift wrap, chocolate coins,
dreidels, candies, electric and tradi-
tional menorahs and many Judaic gift
items. Congregation Beit Kodesh is
located at 31840 W. Seven Mile,
Livonia.

UPCOMING

Concert
Performance by Andy Chrisman, one
of the founding members of the group
4HIM, 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, pre-can-
cert dinner for singles only at 6 p.m.
_inParlor C317, at Ward Presbyterian
Chureh, 40000 Six Mile, Northville,
Cost is $10 for dinner and concert
{must be purchased in advance}, and
85 for concert. For information, call
(248} 374-5920.
Irish Christmas Craft Bazaar
10.a.m. to 5 p.m, Saturday, Dec. 2, and
‘noon {0 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3, at AOH
Hall, 24242 Grand River, one black
west of Telegraph, Detroit, For infor--
mation, caf (313) 565-3317.
Classic senior singles
Get-a-way 1o Otde World Canterbury
Village, Lake Orion, departs at 11 am.
Saturday, Dec. 2 from Ward
Presbytarian Church Parking Lot 7,
* 40000 Six Mile, Morthville. Tickets are
- $20 and includes transportation and
lunch. For details, call (248) 374-5320.
Monthly dance .
Presented by Bethany Suburhan West,

a Catholic organization providing peer’

support for the divorced and separat-
ed of alt faiths, B p.m. to midnight,
Saturday, Dec. 2, at Don Hubert VF
Hall, 27345 Schoolcraft (gastbound -
96 service drive), east of Inkster,
Redford. Alt separated, divorced and
singles welcome. Cost fs $10, includes
refreshments, Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
For details, call (734) 2631-5716.

Covenant Players
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2, and Sunday,
Dec, 3 during 10:30 a.m. service, at
New Beginnings United Methodist
Church, 16175 Defaware at Puritan,
Redford. For 1nf0rmatlon calt (313)
255-6330.

Crafters wanted
For the $t. Thomas a’ Becket Church
Christmas Craft Show to be held from
9am. to 4 pm. Saturday, Dec. 2, at
555. 5. Lilley, Canton. The church is
accepting applications for handmade
crafts onty. Cail {734) 9811333,

Christmas craft show
Featuring more than BS crafters 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2, at §t.
Thomas a'Becket Catholic Church, 555
S. Lilley at Cherry Hill, Canton.
Admission is $2, under age 12 free.
Bake sale and lunch available. Call

Presented by the Friends of the Opera
of Michigan and features Karin White,
soprano, and Quinto Milito, baritone,
accompanied by pianist Jeanne
Muraski 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3, at St.
Aidan Cathotic Church, 17500
Farmington Road, Livonia. No charge.
Donations are welcome. For informa-
tion, call (313} 582-0997,
Christmas music
Candiefight Service of Lessons and
Carols, T p.m. Dec. 3, at Ward
Evangelical Presbyterlan Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville. For details,
call (248) 374-7400, Through Scripture
and beautiful music, this quiet and-
reflective candielight service will help
prepare your heart for Christmas.
Childcare provided to age 4. No
charge,
Choral concert
Concert of Advent and Chrlstmas
music in¢luding part [ of Handel's
Messiah Featuring Kirk in the Hitls
Chance! Choir and the Defroit . -
_Chamber Winds and Strings 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 3; at Kirk in the Hills,
1340 West Long Lake Road, Bloomfield
Hills. Tickets are $18, $15 seniors, $12
students, and available by calfing -
{248) 626, 2515, Ext. 109, or at the door,
Vespers and Mativity concert :
Sponsored by the Council of Orthodox
Christian Churches of Metropolitan:
Detroit (COCC) 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
3, at 1. Clement Ghridski Macedonian-
Bulgarian Orthedox Church, 19600
Ford Road, Dearborn. ‘
The evening begins with a Vespers
service concelebrated by priests from
COCC member churches and sung by
the COCC's Inter-Orthodox Choir,
Folowing the service, the choir will ;
sing a concert of Orthodox liturgicat -
and para-fiturgical music for the
Nativity season and selected Eastern
and Western European Advent and
Christmas carols. The story of St.
Nicholas and qifts for children will fol-

fow the concert. Refreshments will be .

served.
The evening is free of charge and
open to the public. A freewill offering
witl be collected. For more informa-
ton, call (313) 366-0677 or send e-mail
to KopistianskyVickie@sbcglobal.net.
Traditions of Christmas
Multi-event open hiouse with carols,
stories, musical performances, modet
train {ayouts, cookie decorating,
crafts, displays, fiim, and The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever 3-8 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, Dec, 7-8, and noon to
5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at First
Preshiyterian Church, 1669 West Maple,
8irmingham. A gift to the community.
No tickets, donations or reservations
necessary. Calf (248) 644-2040,
Men of Grace
A specia! night of worship featurtng
Christmas songs, spirituals, hymns,

traditional and contemporary, original

music, and arrangements performed
by Men of Grace fram Grace Centers.of
Hope (Pontiac) 7 p.m. Friday, Dec, 8, at
Risen Christ Lutheran Church, 46250
Ann Arbor Road, one block east of -
Beck, Plymouth. Free will offering will
be taken to beneflt seminary study .
Scott Eberlein. Call {734) 453-5252.

Crosstalk
Alively discussion for singles on a
topic of current interest 7 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 8, at Ward Presbyterian Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville, Learn how
the Bible approaches modern day
events. Free childcare provided. For
details, call (248) 374-5520.

Cookie walk
Holy Transfiguration Urthodox
Church's 13th Annual Cookie Watk
takes place Saturday, Dec. 9, at 36075
W. Seven Mile, 3/4 mile east of '
Newburgh on south side of street,
Livenia. .Doors open at 8 a.m, sale
starts at 9 a.m. and lasts until we are
sold out. Pierogi, stuffed cabhage,
bread, nut and poppyseed roils, and
over 50 different varieties of ethnic
{kiefle, kolachy, rugela, koulourakia,
hiscotti, finzer} and traditional cook:es
and candy wiH be for sale.

Christmas cookie walk
10 a.m. to 1 p.m, Saturday, Dec. 9, at. St
Michael's Orthodox Church, 26355 W:
Chicago, hetween Beech Daly and -
Inkster, Redford. Cookies are sold by
the pound.

Live Nativity
During open House noon to 1 p.m,
Saturday, Dec. 9, at Ward Presbyterian
Church, 40D00 Six Mile, Northville,
Please join us for cookies, juice and
coffee in Knox Hait as the Live Nativity
is displayed. Call (24B} 374-5932.

~ Christmas play

Journey to Bethlehem returns for a
sixth year, a walk-through piay of the
birth of Jesus 4 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 5 pm.,
5:30 p.m., 6 p.m. and 6:3¢ p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9, and 2 p.m., 230 p.m;,
3 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 4 p.m. and 4,30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Unity of Livonia,
28660 Five Mile, between fnkster and.
Middlebelt. Cali (734) 42#1760. :
Christmas music
Christmas Jazz Vespers Service 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Ward Evangelical -
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile;
Northville. For information, call (248) .
374-7400. Jazz in the Spirit, from First
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham,:
will present a musical, poetic and
prayer fifted worship experience, Chiid
care provided to age 4. No charge.

ety
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children speak both English
atid Chinese. Clearly the
Ghinese value education and
see the connection between a
solid education and a strong
economic future.”

~-Price, vice president of the
Northville Board of Education,
ddded, “We can be proud of the
guality of the education we
offer, but the Chinese are obvi-
ously driven to learn and
improve. As educators, we
rieed to understand that our
children will be competing
against the children of the
world, and staying even is
falling behind.”

EYE-OPENING TRIP

““Our days began at 7 a.m, and
often ended the day with lavish
Banquets with our Chinese
hosts. The food was good, dif-
ferent (when is the last time
you ate jellyfish, sea urchin or
chicken féet?), and plentiful.

The trip also included time

for shopping and touring. We
took in the awe-inspiring Great
Wall of China, Tiananmen
Square, Forbidden City, a
pagoda, the Temple of Heaven
the Terra Cotta Warriors,
nét to mention the eye-pop-
ping education you can take in
with a walk around the block
or:simply using a Chinese
squat toilet.

.“Ask yourself why, if China,
Has the fastest-growing econo-
my and islikely to surpass the

U.S. as the largest econondy in ~

the world over the next two
decades, its language, culture,
history and language are not
taught in more of our schools
today?

The Chinese government
attaches great importance to
the promotion of Chinese lan-
guage throughout the world. In

" order to enhance mutual

understanding and friendship
between the Chinese people
and peoples of the world, the
Chinese government has
embarked on “efforts to pro-
mote economic and trade
cooperation as well as scientif-
ic, technological and cultural
exchanges between the
Chinese and other counties.”
China's achievements since
Deng Xiaoping have operied

the country to the world and
are remarkable and universally
acknowledged, particularly
when put in a historical per-
spective. Deng Xiaoping is
credited with providing the
political support to help
remake China into the giant it
is today.

Yet, while Deng set the stage,
it is through the hard work and
focus of the Chinese people
and academic, professional,
economic, cultural and scien-
tific exchanges that China has
flourished. Some Americans

_still harbor ill feelings toward

the “communist” government
that brought the horrors of the
Cultural Revolution and mas-
sacre in Tiananmen Square in

-1989. Yet it.is my firm belief

that it is through the open
exchange of ideas and interac-
tion between Chinese and
western people at multiple lev~
els that freedom and democra-
cy will find fertile ground to
flourish.

‘With this exchange group,
we have planted seeds that will
take root in both Chinese and
Michigan soil that will provide
a hounty of knowledge to bene-
fit our children for centuries to
come.

China is & giant that has
awakened. Its educational and
economic systems are on-
steroids and they are moving
aggressively to catch up with
the West. Their goal is not sim-
ply to be the cheap factory for
the world, but to be the inno-
vators, creators and entrepre-
neurs of the world, They know
that their future is inextricably
tied to the quality of the educa-
tional system., o o

“We all know what a tremen-
dous impact China’s manufac-
turing sector is having on our
economy. This was a great-
opportunity to get a firsthand
lock at their education system
which will ultimately have an
even greater impact on the
American and world economy;,”
said Gregory Handel Sr., direc-
tor of Workforce Devélopment
for the Detroit Regional
Chamber of Commerce.

KNOWLEDGE COMPETITION

Michigan will never be able
to compete with China on
cheap labor. However, we can
and should compete with

China by making our children

the best-educated students in

the world. Michigan will suc-
ceed when we are exporting
knowledge, creativity and
innovation on the world stage.
We cannot do that by thinking
our past success is a predictor
of future suceess, Itisonly
through hard work, innovation
and seeking new knowledge -
that we can truly prepare our
children for the future.

Former state school board
member and current QOakland
County Circuit Court Judge
Michael David Warren Jr.
sums it up best when he says:
“China is clearly undergoeing a
fundamental economic and
related cultural transforma-
tion. They undoubtedly are
attemptingto become a new
superpower.

“Unlike the other threats we
currently face, we can confront
this one best by engagement
and building bridges. They
appear to he anxious to learn
from and about Americans,
and to become cooperative
partners. By such engagement,
we can foster in China the way
of life we cherish here — free-
dom, representative democra-
cy, and justice. The oppaosite
approach — building walls —
will only exacerbate our differ-
ences and degrade our influ-
ence. ;

There are naysayers that fear
the rise of China. I believe it is
important that we engage
China and the rest of Asiaon a
economiic, cultural, scientific
and educational level in ways
that will benefit Michigan and
America.

The petson who says if can-
not be done should not inter-

rupt the persons doing it.

— Chinese proverb

Go online at www.home-.
townlife.com to read Watkins’
full report, Look for the second
installment of the China expe-
rience next week on these same
pages and online.

Tom Watkins is a business and educa-
tion consuitant and the former state
superintendent of schools. Read his
internationally recogrized report;
{now trenslated into Chinese) The New
Education (Ryevolution at
www.nacol.org.
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