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Police believe suspect involved in 3 carjacki

BY DARRELL £LEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland police are investigating an
armed robbery and carjacking that
occurred early Thursday on Flamingo,
a residential street on the city’s north
side.

Police believe the same suspect was
involved in two eartier carjackings in
Garden City. |

In Westland, a guunman approached

aman and robbed him about 3:40 a.m.
Thursday as he was leaving his parents’

house w1th his girlfriend in a neighbor-
hood southeast of Joy and Merriman

. roads, police Sgt. Jeff Trzybinski said.

The gunman then demanded that
the couple, in their 20s, give up the
keys to a Chevy 5-10 pickup that he
used to escape, Trzybinski said.

“The vehicle was found within the
hour just a couple of blocks away,” the
detective said.

The incident was similar to two other

7 carjackings that happened earlier in the

week in neighboring Garden City.
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authorities believe the same suspect

-was involved.

The suspect remains at large, and
Trzybinski said he was described in =~
Westland as a white male, about 35
years old and a.pprox]ma.tely 5-foot-8
and 170 pounds.

It's believed the gunman was wearing
a greep “hoodie” type jacket, a green
shirt and dark pants, Trzybinsld said.

No shots were fired and no one was
injured during the incidents.

“The people were minding their own .

business, and this guy approached

them with a handgun,” Tl‘ZyblIlSkl said,

The gunman took the man’s wallet

before demanding the keys to the pick-
- up truck, the detective said.

Authorities are asking anyone with -
information to call the Westland Police
Department at (734} 722-9600.

In Garden City, the first incident
occurred about 9:30 p.m. Monday at
Parkway Car Wash on Warren, A
Westland man told police he was using
the change machine when hewas
approached by an armed inan who

The suspect allowed the man to get
his wite and child from the vehicle.

A similar incident happerned just
after 5:30 p.m, Wednesday when a
Wyandotte man was approached by a
gunman while parked in the driveway -
of ahome in the 28000 block of Rush:

Like in Westland, the vehicles taken -
during the Garden City incidents were .
found nearby.

- Staff writer LeAnne Rogers contr buted to this.

story.
defem@hometewnlifecom | (734) 9532310
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Westland police Lt. James Ridener said

demanded his wallet and car keys.
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Anthony McDanie! stands in front of Rent a Bay, a ‘business allowing customers to rent space to work on their vehlclés

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Do-it-yourself mechanics have their bay

BY DARRELL LLEM
STAFF WRITER

Anthony McDaniel upset
his neighbors when he pulled
his Ford F-100 pickup into a
Westland condeminium park-
ing lot and started switching
its engine,

“I didn't have a place to do
the work,” he said, “and I did-
't have the money to pay
somebody else to do it.”

MecDaniel got more than
dirty looks and a better
engine from the ordeal.

He started his own busi-
ness.

With help from his finan-
cial partner and father, Bruce,
he opened Rent a Bay, a
garage where do-it-yourself
mechanics can pay to lease
space to fix their own vehi-
cles.

“A guy should have a place
where he can work,”
MeDaniel said.

Rent a Bay is located on
Ford Road west of Wayne,
and McDaniel said his
research has indicated he may
have opened the only business
of its kind in the United
States.

Customers can pay as little
as $10 to do a 30-minute oil
change or as much as $135 for
all-day use of a mechanics bay

- fully equipped with a two-

post vehicle lift, a ventilation
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systemn, air hoses, electrical
tools and other amenities.
“I think it's a great idea,”

-said Canton resident Dan

Mauti, who stopped by Rent a
Bay to check on rates.

Mauti should know. He
manages an automotive shop
and is a certified mechanic.

Customers can bring their
own tools or use Rent a Bay’s.

Patrons who have prior train- "

ing with a vehicle lift can use
it on thejr own after taking a

- quick, 20-question safety
- ¢ourse, or McDaniel will

operate the lift,

Rent a Bay also has a
motoreycle mechanic’s bay
and an outdoor area where |
customers can work on their
vehicles or store them., It also
offers a fluid recycling service.

Rent a Bay’s hours are typi-
cally 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m,
Tuesday through Saturday
and 1-6 p.m. Sunday, but
MecDaniel will arrange later
hours and Monday appoint-
ments for customners who call
ahead. He requires a refund-
able deposit ranging from $25
for a reservation to $150 for
use of a lift bay.

Rent a Bay offers a wide range of tools to heip customers work on their

OWn Cars.

. He also said he will provide
mechanic services at prices
cheaper than other garages.

McDaniel, a former boiler-
maker and Texas native, spent
a year deciding where he
wanted to start his business.
He settled on Ford Road
because of the accessibility
and visibility for motorists.
And, he said his customers
can find two auto parts stores
within a quarter-mile.

McDaniel offers a 30 per-
cent discount of bay rentals
for active military personnel
and veterans.

He has made the Rent a
Bay name a trademark and

A Great
Investment!
14 Month (D

e

set up his business for poten-
tial franchises.

Rent a Bay opened for busi-

ness last month. Until now,
McDaniel has depended on
word of mouth to help devel-
op a customer base,

“I think it will be a mar-
ketable service,” he said.

And it just might hélp do-
it-yourself mechanics keep
peace with their neighbors.

For.more information about Rent a
Bay or its various rates, call (734)

595-9707, or check dut the Web site “Teens will decide what 1o cover, what to write bout — what's B
at www.usarentabay.nef. important to them. They’ll be mentored by reporters, editors 'E
‘ and photographers at the O%E,” added Rosiek. ,E
delem@hometownlite.com | (734) 9532110 Deadline to apply is Wednesday, Oct. 4. irj
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Annapolis Park
historical marker’
text under review

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

MARNER'S TEXT:
WHET 1T WILL SAY

Here's the text approved:
by the Michigan Historical
1 Commission for-a historic
marker for Annapolis Park: "
" During World. War 1i Detroit's
black population doubled from
150,000 to 300,000 and faced the
exireme housing shortage-that
had existed since the early twenti-
eth century. Restrictive covenants,
" inflated rents, and other discrimi-
natory praciices confined blacks
to certain areas and hindered
their ability to purchase property.
In 1953 brothers Jufius and Wiiiam

Westiand historians have
embraced a decision by state
officials to approve wording
for a historic marker for
Annsapolis Park, a south-end
neighborhood that became
one of the first 1.8, suburbs to
welcome black homeowners,

“I am very pleased with it,”
said Edna Parker, who maved
to Annapolis Park when it was
developed in 1953-57.

With help from other
Annapolis Park residents,
Parker and Westland historian
Ruth Dale led a successful
effort to get the neighborhood

placed on the National Schwartz broke around for _
Register of Historic Places. Annapolis Park, a madern subur-
That cleared the way for ban neighberhood for African -

them to seek a state historic
marker recognizing Annapolis -
Park for its place in history.

“It’s been a long time com-
ing,” Dale said. “I'm very happy
about it

Annapolis Park has become
the first Westland subdivision
placed on the National

Americans, Because few banks
-woufd approve loans far pefential
buyers, the Schwarfzes and their
prother-in-law Jack-Keflman - .
- established the Franklin Mortgage: -
Company.. By 1957 Annapolis Park’ s
- 354 lots were fully developed anci
African Amencan families were
 gble-to live in @ weli-built home .
wuth "mce trees, mce country fiv-
PLEASE SEE ANNAPOLIS, AR ¢ ing”

Teen journalists - the |

The Observer Newspapers is looking for students (ages 13-18) i
who are interested in producing local newspaper pages and. "
online material for teens by teens. .

. Teens will report, write, edit and take photogra.phs for the i
hometownLIFE.com print and online sections which will appear :
periodically in Sunday editions of the Observer. 1

The first pages and online stories are scheduled to appear in -
November.

To participate, e- -mail a brief résumé and at least two short
writing samples to hgallagher@hometownlife.com. Make sure
you include a phone number and e-mail address. _

“We want teens to take ownership of the section both in print

& Eccentric Newspapers.

RPN
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Busing delays, work hamper new year

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRTER

‘The first day of school went
anything but smoothly for sec-
ond-grader Joseph Coffey of
Livonia.

The Peace Lutheran studen_t N

depends on Livonia Public
Schools Transportation to get to
and from his private school each
day. He is picked up by one bus
in his neighborhood, and trans-
fers to a second bus at Frost
Middle School.

‘The system worked well last
year, said his mother Nicole
Coffey. But after a debacle on
Sept. 8, the Coffeys question the
reliability of their public school
transportation.

‘Despite phone calls to the
'Transporiation Department,
Coffey said, she had still not
received a card containing her
gson’s bus routes one week before
the start of school. Then, by the
time school started, Joseph bus
ran late in the morning and in
thie afternoon.

“After work I went to the bus
stop,” said Nicole Coffey. At 15
minutes late she grew con-
cerned. Coffey called her son’s
school, where officials confirmed
he boarded his first bus. But

YWCA offers

‘Are you looking for ways to
contribute to your community?
The YWCA of Western Wayne
County is looking for people to
volunteer at its various loca-
tions throughout western
‘Wayne County.

‘Volunteers are needed in a
variety of roles including
office/clerical, after-school pro-
grams, building projects, com-
munications and marketing. If
someone has an interest or
special skill, such as Web

'when she called Frost, “nobody

. had ever heard of Joey”

By 4:10 p.m., more than an
hour after school let out, the

Coffeys called the police.

As it turned out, Joseph rode -
on the school bus for an hour
and a half that day before the
bus driver discovered he had not
been placed on her list of passen-
gers. He returned home safely.

“This has been a total night~
mare,” said Coffey. She said she
and her husband were consider-
ing sending Joseph to Randolph
Elementary next year. “I don’t
know if we want to do that,” she
said. “You lost my child”

Coffey said she doesn’t blame
the bus driver, and the situation
itself has improved. She said the
issue stems from one of two pos-
sibilities - officials either don't
have enough buses to accommo-

date the students, or bus drivers -

have too many stops to make in
the time allotted.

“This isn't just our child,” said
Coffey. “It's many children.”

Supt. Randy Liepa said “trans-
portation issues are somewhat
normal for the beginning of the
year” He noted this school year
brought more of them “because
ofthe changes and 1ncreased rid-
ership.

internship,

design or graphic arts, a posi-
tion can be created especially
for that individual.

“Volunteers are such an
important part of this organi-
zation, and their hard work
help keep it running smoothly,”
said Karen Murphy, chief exec-

- utive officer of the YWCA

Western Wayne County.
As a nonprofit that is dedi-

" cated to serving the communi-

ty, the YWCA values the volun-
teers who commit themselves

“As-is the éase every year, each
day gets better and we are work-
ing out thie changes needed,’
Liepa added: “We will add runs

" where needed, and since we

came in below our projected
needs for transportation, we are

Jin good shape with our estl-

mates”

Coffey noted that thmgs ha.ve
improved for her son since the
start of school.

Other parents around the dis-
triet, like Brad Wolkan, raised

concerns that some construction’

or pavmg projects, and moving .
activities were not complete by
the start of the school year.

He said his son, a seventh-

grader, did not have the neces- o

sary textbooks when schiool
began at Emerson this year,

Tom Tobe, Emerson prlncipa‘l,. :

noted that he was aware that -
some World Language student
workbooks were delayed. “Part ~

of that is we're dealing with our -
" huilding being totally gutted,” he:

said.

Emerson underwent extensive
renovation this year, which is
very close to completion. By the
start of school last week, the
shop room was not yet ready for
students. Tobe said some paint
had yet to be sandblasted from

to making a difference in fur-
thenng the organiz a.tlon s mis-
sion.

The YWCA also has many
opportunities available fbr col-
lege stidents to advance their
learning experience through
internships available in com-
munications, media relations
and computer information
service,

Additional opportunities are
available in early childhood
education and education

. traffic flow. For example, Tobe

the walls, Now only minor
details - like window screen
placements ~ a.re vet to be fin-
ished, he said.

“The building looks great,
inside and out,” said Tobe, “We!
had alot of renovation” - .

He welcomed any parents
with questions or concerns
aboutthe building to contact

him directly. -Qm 3

Changes have been made to
transportationto ensure a safe_r

said, buses are running in back

‘ofthe school to leave more room '
"for parents to pick up and drop- -
k oﬁ' students in front of Emerson

" Activities have already begun-
to welcome seventh-graders and,

- create a bond with new students -
and new teachers in the build- -
"-ing, “Parents from Adams and . .
* - Roosevelt are already active in .
“our PTSA) smd Tobe. “We've -

- Paving work was also still |
going on as Hayes Elementary
opened last week. Liepa noted
that the district arranged for a
shuttle from a nearby parking lot
to accommodate the situation.

Overall, Liepa said: “Things
have been going very well dis-
trict-wide.”

volunteer opportunities

administration, which would
service the preschool and Head
Start programs.

“Our internship programs

~ offer flexible schedules for busy

students and 2 positive team-
work environment,” said _
Murphy. For more information
about volunteering or intern-
ship opportunities, call
Tabatha Manuel at the YWCA
at 313.561.4110, Ext. 20, or by
e-mail at tmanuel @ywea-
WWC.Org,

and fees are past due.

below in the matter of

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to %,eetmn 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS-Oreltige Co. will sell at .
public auction by competitive bidding. Séles are for cash only.
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and’ storage units in which rent

On the premises where said property has beén stored and in which
are located at Public Storage, 20080 Allen Bd_ Trenton, MI 48034
{24B)263-3880, on 9-27-06 at 9:30 am. Pék fal propert.y described
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-'."gmd Rehab Center showed
;its support of breast cancer
-.awareness through fund-

‘¥ tles focused on sponsoring
“1<staff member Julie Lowe, a

Members of the Events Planning Committee - David Lamb (back row, from

left), Chef Robin Wilson, Xathy Parrelly, Rhonda Gates, Judy Bianchi,

Betty Pierrard, Linda Chon {front row, from ieft ), LaDonya Witliams, Jul,ik'e 7
lowe,
" raised for breast cancer research. .

| Center raises money for
breast cancer research

a Breast Cancer Walk volunteer - show off the amount of money

- Kathy Parrelly, Linda
Chon, Judy Bianchi, Laura.
Singleton, Rhonda Gates,
David Lamb, Betty '
Pierrard, Jennifer Still,-

- Wéstlahd Convalescent

aising efforts Aug. 14-17.
+'The fund-raising activi-

Robin Wilson - organized
events with a pink theme,

myomassologist, in a three-  symbolic of breast cancer.

day Breast Cancer Walk They included a bake sale
from Stoney Creek with pink goodies, donated
Metropark in Utica to by WCRC’s employees, a
Metro Beach in Clinfon pink slush day, pink cotton
Township,. candy day and a pink dress
There were 2,400 walkers down day for the staff.

Atotal of $920 was’
raised to support the mis-
sion of saving lives through
early breast cancer detec-
tion and treatment.

and more than $5.9 million
was raised for the Susan G,
Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation.

. The planning committee

LaDonya Williams and Chef

Fur{d -raiser heIps
‘with medical bills

A Westland couple has come to the aid of a Redford family in

““mother, according to Morell. mebe‘rly Pugh is.one of two adn

need.

Shelly and Bryon Morell of Westland have organized a spaghet-

ti dinner fund-raiser to help Dave and Janet Pugh of Redford.

With no health insurance, the Pugh family’s-medical bills sur-
passed $80,000 as Dave Pugh battles cancer and as Janet contin-

ues to iry to recover from a stroke and a brain hemorrhage,

‘according to Shelly Morell.

‘The fund-raiser is scheduled for 5:30 p m. Saturday, Sept 23,

Iy’s fund., - y
These who wantio s upffor the dmner in: advance

Shelly Morell at (7548 748-96999A1l checks should be ma, e

payable to Kimberly Pugh, who his power of attorney over:heg

137 -

211 -
220 -

957

Donna Alexander “totes, dryer, va

150 — Kristy Morris TV, Chnstmas 1te1;1§
Gordie Russ —-couch, love seat &

Marie Dennings —air conditioner, o

237 - Nick Wurtsmith — computer, refr1gerator, TV
417 - Michael Rowell - computer, dryer, refrigerator
710 - Jeremy Hinton —computer, couch, stereo

717 - Brenda Botz —dresser, tv, mattress

805 — Jeremy McCray —computer, love seat, stereo
839 — Stephen Pandel -boxes, bags, misc. items

- Pamela Barnett- misc, items

Publish: September 10 & 17, 2006

children of the Pughs, according to Morell, -~ - S

Area businesses that want to donate items foran auct10n to

help the Pugh family also are encouraged to call Morell. e
The Morells organized the fund-raiser to help the Pughs with :, -
medical bills, prescription costs, medical equipment and bills

related to the remodeling of a bathroom to accommodate Janet B
Pugh’s needs. 5 s

i Tt e e b
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orange Co. will sell at
‘public suction by competitive bidding. Sales are for cash only.
:Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent

n the prenuses where said property has been stored and which are
y“l'ocated at Public Storage, 3650 Enterprise Dr. Allen Park, MI 48101
13) 441-3117 on 9-27-06 at 10:30 am. Persenal property deacribed
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WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD

B

8036 — Michael Goodwin —misc. items
RO70 — Gregory A Popowicz —book case, 50 boxes
“B079 - Denise Rogers- dining room set, couch, entertainment center

S GANNETT ' HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
y : _ ; i
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Executive Editor | Retail Sales Manages
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(734) 953-2149 | (734)953-2073
hgailagher@hometownlifecom | cwhite@hometownlife.com
Sue Mason
Community Editor
{734) 953-212
smason@hometownlife.com

BlOO Nicole Griffen — leather couch, stereo, computer
1168 Kim Butler - ‘mattrees, couch, totes’

.];!181 Sally Thomas — misc. items .

"B206 — Shareese Marable — love seat, sofa couch, mattress set
:B224 - Dennis Cage -couch, love seat, exercise bike
B230 Jean Davis —sectional couch, 12 boxes

B2‘33 (loria Prim ~dresser, boxes, totes

*B238 — Clayton Smith —dresser, boxes, totes

B254 Teena Taylor —dining reom table, computer, washer
BEBQ Tonya Champion -computer mattress set, boxes
LB.275 Moria Austin - 12 totes, microwave, chest

B276 Katrina Marshall — 2 mattrese sets, microwave
‘E281 - Stephen Raab —30 boxes, vacuum, dinette set
‘B206 — Kenneth Alessi ~treadmill, Kids toys, bunk bed
‘B319 - Antoine Brand —universal gym, leather chair, boxes

Newsroom.......(734)953-2104  Fax.......(734) 591-7219
Sports Nightline ............cc..oo ... . (734) 953-2104
Circulation/Customer Service .. .1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Classified Advertising ...............1-B00-579-SELL (7355)
Display Advertising ...............cv000 .00 o{734) 953-2153
To purchase page and phote reprints go to www.hometownlife.com/oereprints.
For more information contact 1-966-86-PAPER,

Circulation Business Hours/Subscription Rates
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 8:30 am.to 5 p.m.
Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. to noon ‘
If you missed a delivery please call by 6 p.m. Thursday and 11 a.m. Sunday.

3339 Deloris Smith —boxes, bags
E353 Joann Hill — 12 totes, 30 boxes
GB 11 — Debryl Ector —~misc. items
*033 - Conway Adkins ~misc. items
@042 — (lobal Relocation Corp.- couch, boxes, end tables
D006 - Nina Watson —couch, love seat, TV |
TH025 — John Jackson -bags, boxes
034 — Ranald Ford —dryer, boxes, washer
D044 Cortny Smith- stove, washer, dryer .
'E033 - Christina Smith —love seat, TV, 10 boxes
E042 — Sally | Porter ~boxes, dining table, totes
E048 — Dennis Dobrick —golf clubs, stereo, boxes
F007 + Angela Todd —mise. items
F10 < Robert Benjamin - mise, items
F018 = Bradley Moscarello ~tools, bikes; 30 boxes
. F029 - Sabrina Robinson - 2 TV's, stereo, sectional couch
Publish: September 10 & 17, 2006
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For sefifor CItlien rate,
please call _1 -866-887-2737

Carrier Delivery Mait Delivery
Sunday/Thursday Sunday/Thursday
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GARDEN CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS" “

Garden City Public Schoole will be accepting bids l'rclrll qualified ‘
contractors for the renovation of one kitchen area in the Burger :}
East Program. Bids are due at 2:00 p.m., October 6, 2006 ‘at 7}

Garden City Public Schools Administration Building, 1333 Radeliff,
Garden City, MI 48135. No faxed or email bids will be accepted:
Bids will be opened at that time.

Contractor should:provide three customers as references.

Garden City Public Schools reserves the right to accept or reject ;

any and all bids. Owner is not obligated to accept low bid.
Warra.nty information must accompany bid.

Bidder is respons1ble ta verify all measurements,

Bids must be in a sealed envelope marked “Burger Kitchen, Attn
Sheryl Quinn”.

Work {0 commence no later t.ha.n Qctober 25, 2006 wﬁ.h con;pletzon

no later than November 27, 2006. School hours are: Mondaysthruq &
Friday, 7 a.m. until 4 p.m., unless prior arrangements.are made: < |

with the school administratpr, Mary OFNeil.
All cabinet demolition/removal to be completed by owner. Painting
and flooring are the responsibility of the owner also.

Any deviations fro_m the gpecifications as written, must be .
explamed in writing and accompany bid. Failure to do so. could
- result in your bid being rejected. :

Contractor shall attend the pre-bid meeting to agree on countertop

" and cabinet style and colors. The pre-bid meeting will be held at |-
_2:00 p.m. on September 25, 2006 at the Cambridge Center/Bu.rger_ B
East, 28901 Cambridge, Garden City, MI 48135. n

Pnce must include all permits as required.

Bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement 1

disclosing any familial relationship between the bidder and any
member of the school board, ISD board, or PSA board of directors,
the ‘school superintendent, the ISD supermtendent or the chief

~§  executive,

‘Any questions regarding this praject, contact Mary O’Ne1l at 734-

"762-8420 during normal school hours.

Bcope of Work
Furnish and install cabinets as per plan.

Furnish and install Formica countertops with rolled edges as per |

plan. 4" backsplash and chalking included.
Furnish and install sinks as per plan, cut holes for sinks.

Include all electrical circuits and hardware as needed, such as but | )

not limited to refrigerators, stoves, mlcrowaves wash!dryers,
freezers, disposals and work stations.

Include all plumbing as needed.

Include all hardware for cabinets as needed - mcludmg locka for

¥ - -cabinet doors.

Furnish and install new garbage dispossl.
Furnish and install single lever Delta faucets in all smks

~ Chalk all joints as necessary.
~All toe kick areas to be covered with cove base, {eslor by owner).Cap

all unused water and waste lines below grade. -
Hahd washing sink shall be handicap accessible a.nd installed with

_ ADA under cabinet protection.
- Base bid for kitchen % with ‘appliances and
% installation.

Base bid for kitchen § without appliances.

OF0BA72ZH0 -
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New music teachers join Livonia district

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Students attending Cooper

-or Johnson upper elemen-

tary schools in Westland this
year were welcomed by two
new music teachers.

Two of three new fifth-
and sixth-grade only schools
within the boundaries of
Livonia Public Schools are
home to teachers Karen
Danke and Nicole Kasper, in
a move that expands the dis-
triet’s vocal and instrumental
music program,

Kasper grew up in Livonia
Public Schools. She attended
Buchanan Elementary, the
former Riley Middle School
and Churchill High School.
Now it’s her name that
graces the blackboard at
Cooper.

While attending high
school, Kasper participated
in the Creative and
Performing Arts program, as
well as Choralation. She
always wanted to be a per-
former. It was her teacher,
Pat Hutchison at Churchill,
who convinced her to con-
sider teaching.

. “She said, 'You're always
on stage when you're with
students,” Kasper said. “I
always remembered that.”

Danke, a Redford resident,
has also been immersed in
.music since childhood. She
began playing piano at age 8,
cello at age 11 and has been
involved in church choirs for
22 years. She is currently
director of youth ministries
at First Presbyterian Church
in Plymouth. Her own chil-
dren attend South Redford
Schools. ‘

“Teaching is just a natural
fit” Danke said. “I'm a talker.
That works good with stu-
dents.”

WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE

Danke comes to Johnson

=
&

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Karen Danke is a new music teacher at Johnson Upper Elementary Schooi. She's {eaching breathing technigues to
her sixth-grade vocal music students.

with a wealth of teaching
experience, and a familiarity

of surrounding communities.

Danke has taught orchestra
at the high school level, and
played accompanying piano
for choirs. Her most recent
experience is teaching at a

charter school in Detroit —
where she also created the

music program from scratch,

Starting a new 5/6 music
program at Johnson was an
exciting proposition, Danke
said, and one that gave her
the chance to work with
younger children again. She
enjoys teaching at the ele-
mentary level, she said.

Danke, an Eastern
Michigan University gradu-

ate, is also a proponent of
the new upper elementary
schools.

“It’s such a pivotal time,’
she said. -

Prior to being hired at

" Cooper this year, Kasper
earned degreesin music
education and in English at
Madonna University. She
-taught music and drama at

Northville Christian School,
an after-school program at
‘Ward Presbyterian Church,
and then a summer program
for ninth- and 10-graders at
Thurston High School in
South Redford.

By returning to her home
district, though, Kasper has
come full circle. She's begun

her career with LPS as her
mentor, Hutchison, prepares
to retire.

She considers.this her
chance to give students the
opportunities she didn't
have, _

“When I was in fifth and
sixth grade, they dropped the
instrumental music pro-
gram,” Kasper said. “In mid~
dle school, there weren't
enough students for choir”

That never deterred
Kasper. She started playing
piano at age 7. She is now a
membker of the Livonia Civic
Choir and was a recipient of
the Madonna Scholarship.

Danke recalled a time
when Livonia Public Schools

was known for its music pro-
gram. By losing music
instruction due to budget
cuts at the younger grades,
that reputation seemed to
falter for a while, With the

| - addition of 5 /6 vocal and

instrumental classes, Danke
said she hopes to see the
program grow and thrive
once again.

‘REALLY RECEPTIVE'

So far, her students are
“really receptive” to the
classes. She considers the
upper elementary to be like a
“safe middle school” where
students have more opportu-
nities. Her students will per-
form their own musical this
year, for example. .

For Kasper, music educa-
tion means extends beyond
the classroom.

“I think (music) is really
important in building confi-
dence and discipline,” she
said. “I've always been very
-confident speaking in front
of people and performing.”

That skill also translates.
into success at school,
Kasper said.

"Her courses at Cooper are
interdisciplinary, she said:
Kasper teaches vocal per-
formance, instrumental
music and band.

Students learn about the
physiology of singing, prac-
tice math in counting
rhythm, read music and
write assignments.

E New. music teacher, Karen Danke at Johnson Upper Elementary Schooi,
- discussing the importance of stretching before her students begin to sing.

She is planning holiday
and spring performances for
her students, The spring

concert will feature students .

from fifth grade through
high school.

Like Danke;, Kasper said
her classes will include more
than music, She plans to
incorporate acting and
movement, as well.

The program is a time of
learning for students — and
for their teachers. Danke
said she’s teaching the same
lessons 14 times — dueto
the number of classes — and
working to keep them fresh.

“We’ll work through it,”
she said with a smile.

The upper elementary
concept has served to con-
nect the music staff so they
may work together on cur-
riculum and concepts.

.~ Danke is truly anticipating
performance opportumtles

for her students.

Above all, she sees her new "

jobasa perfect fit. “I love
coming to work every-day,”
Danke said.

For Kasper, it's the begin-
ning of a career in the foot-
steps of her mentor.

“I hope to accomplish half
of what my teacher Mrs.
Hutchison did,” she said.
“Even now, she keeps in con-
tact with me. She is so
inspiring.”

scasola@homefowntife.com
{734} 953-2054
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Ask about our Loyal Money Market Account! -
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Dr. Williams, early proponent
of redevelopment, remembered

Former Westland resident Dr. Daryl Williams,
one of the early proponents of redeveloping the
old Carver subdivision on the city’s southeast
side, died Sept. 7. He was 58.

Dr. Williams grew up in the historic
Annapolis Park neighborhood next to Carver

_subdivision, and he told the Observer several

years ago that he wanted to see redevelopment
in the area.

Dr. Williams was born July 22, 1948, in
Detroit, where he was living when he died. He
was the second son of three children born to
William H. and Nellie Williams, who still live in
the Annapolis Park area. His mother has been

- instrumental in such events as organizing pro-

grams for the birthday observance of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Dr. Wiltiams spent a year at Hlinois Masonic
Hospital in Chicago as an intern, as well as
a year teaching at Southern lllinois
University School of Dental Medicine. He
eventually returned to Detroit, where he
opened his own pediatric dental office. He
practiced dentistry for 20 years with a
specialty in early orthodontic intervention,

ANNAPOLIS

pediatric dental office. He practiced dentistry
for 20 vears with a specialty in early orthodontic

FROM PAGE At

Register of Historic Places.
Many original residents remain
in the homes they bought in the

1950s in the neighborhood Tickets are currently on sale

southwest of Annapolis and for the 12th Annual Western
Middlebelt roads. Wayne County Senior
The Michigan Historical Celebration Day.

The annual event is 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Oct.
13, at Burton Manor on the I-

Commission has approved
wording for a historic marker
that is expected to be placed at

Middlebelt and Hanover. 96 service drive east of .
Ken Reeves, president of the  Middlebelt in Livonia,. It's put
Southeast Westland on by state Sen. Laura Toy, R-

Homeowners Association, said
the group’s executive board will
soon convene a meeting to dis-
cuss the marker’s text.

The next step would be to
raise just more than $2,700,
which will be needed to official-

Livonia, state Rep. John R.
Pastor, R-Livonia, and the local
non-profit Senior Citizen
Achievement Needs.

Angela Hospice of Livonia is
the major sponsor of the event
for the third year in a row.

W) ﬁ5

Tickets now available
for Senior Celebration

Tickets are $5 and can be pur-~
thased at the Garden City  ©
Maplewood Senior Center, the”
Livonia Civic Park Senior
Center, the Redford Senior
Center, the Westland
Friendship Center and the
Dyer Senior Centerin
Westland.

Admission includes a hot
meal and participation in all.
the day’s activities. i

For more information about
the event, those interested car
call Toy’s office at (517) 373~ - °
1707 or Pastor’s office at (517)
373-3920,

T

Dr. Williams graduated from Inkster High
School in 1966. He continued his education at
Wayne State University and later transferred to
the University of Michigan, where he received
his master of science degree in pediatric den-

tistry.

Dr. Williams spent a year at Illinois Masonic
Hospital in Chicago as an intern, as well as a
vear teaching at Southern llincis University
School of Dental Medicine. He eventually
returned to Detroit, where he opened his own:

Local communities, DWSD close to new water contract

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER

The pressure is nearly off.
Or rather, it’s nearly back on,
for customers of the Detroit
Water and Sewerage
Department, which has near-
ly completed its draft contract
with all of its 126 customer
communities,

The draft was recently pre-
sented to the Conference of
Western Wayne, an agenda-
setting consortium of Wayne
County community leaders.

“The old contracts date
back to the 1950s. They were
really very vague. Basically
what it said was Detroit will
supply water to the customer
then charge the customer for
it,” said Canton Municipat
Services Director Tim Faas.
“The new contract is much
more specific. They guarantee
that the communities will
purchase a certain amount of
water and in return DWSD

DEATHS
B

James R. Byrd
Byrd, 70, died Sept. 9.
c

Rick Chavey
Chavey, 57, died Sept. 15.

Virginia 0. Christensen (Simen)
Christensen, 89, formerly of Garden
City, died Sept. 8.

Doris Joanne Gervais Celfing (nee

Palmer)

Colling, 73, formerly of Livonia, died
Sept. 6.
E

Charfes E. Ervin Jr.

Ervin, 90, formerly of 8irmingham,
died Sept. 8.
K

Michagl Kosko

Kosko, T7, died Sept. 7.
M

Kristen D. Michalak
Michatak, 40, of Redfard, died.

Susan Mary Mohrhardt (Simmons)

" Mehrhardt, 70, formerly of Plymouth,
died Sept. 9. ‘

Margaret E. “Peg" Moore
Moore, 81, of Brighton, died sept. 13.

P

Lucilte Patrick
Patrick, 97, formerty of Livonia, died
Sept. 9,

Nina Ruth Hudson Price
Price, B8, of Bingham Farms, died June 26.

Complete paid obituafies can be found
inside today's newspaper in Passages
on page C4.

FREE
ESTIMATES
34) 525-1930

» 0% Financing Available
» 5 Years Parts & Labor
Warranty
Our 32nd Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE

. 8919 MIDDLEBELT = LIVONIA )

OEQB4E6252
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intervention.

Dr. Williams had an impact on many people
and always did his best with all of his endeavors,
according to his family. He gave financially to
such organizations as the Fred Smiley basketball

school for boys and girls.

friends.

will supply the water at a
guaranteed pressure.”

What that means is that
distant suburban communi-
ties will have better water
pressure, and inner ring com-
munities - those which are
close to Detroit, such as
Dearborn and Grosse Pointe -
will be guaranteed that their
pressure will not exceed those
high ranges of pressure, and
they will have fewer problems
with water main breaks due
to spikes in pressure,

The contract, which is pro-
posed for a 35-year term, will
ensure DWSD that it will
have the continued revenue it
needs for capital improve-
ments, and at the same time
will provide municipalities
with consistent quality they
demand, Faas said.

The contract has been long:
overdue, :

“Canton’s contract with
DWSD expired in 1989,” Faas
sald. But Canton was unique

WALLPAPERING * FAUX
AND MORE!

Services were Wednesday at Our Saviour
Lutheran Church in Westland,

Dr.,Williams is survived by his parents and a
brother, Otto Todd, among other relatives and

in that the original contract
had built-in automatic 10-
year renewals. “So we have a
few years before we have to
renew.’

The proposed contract is
approximately 8O percent
completed, and Faas antici-
pates that it will be approved
later this year.

The relationship between
suburban community leaders
and the DWSD has at times
been strained, Faas acknowl-
edged.

Under former leadership,
communities often had some
difficulty getting assistance
when it came to understand-
ing rates set by the water and
sewer provider.

Arguments have been
known to erupt, and can easi-
ly get off-course and wander
into issues of competence and
even racism.

But the DWSD and subur-
ban officials since 2002
formed a Technical Advisory

ly order the marker.

Unlike many historic sites,
Annapolis Park has gained
recognition not for its architec-
ture, but for its social and cul-
tural significance as one of the
first U.S. suburbs where offi-
cials say white developers made
a direct appeal to African-~
American homeowners.
dclem@hometownlife.com | {734) 953210

Committee, or TAC, which
has taken most of the political
friction out of the contract
process, Faas said.

Every one of the 126 com-
munities served by DWSD are
invited to participate in TAC,
though only about a dozen or
so regularly do.

Canton is also represented
on a TAC subcommittee
which has been working on
the new contract.

“We buy into the TAC
process because it takes to
some degree the political pos-
turing out of those discus-
sions. They're people like me,
DPW and DPS directors, who
tend to focus on the issues,”
Faas said.

He was encouraged that
TAC is a key element of the
new contract, and will not be
dissolved once the negotia-
tions are completed.

FANTASHIC
SAVINGS’
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Bingo pond for cold weather, will be and dance at noon Sunday, Sept.
. ; \  offeredat1Cam.and1pm. . 24,atthe hall at 1645 N, Wayne -
The Dyer Senior Center Saturday, Sept. 16 and 30,11 Road, Westland. There willbea

Tiger power

Matthew Karpiuk of Westland was among more than 300 Detroit Tigers fans who turned out at the Art Van
store on Wayne Road in West/and Saturday, Sept. 2, to meet pitcher Nate Robertson, Fans received an
_ autograph and took home a photg from the popuiar player.

Dollars and sense

The ways ﬁf obtaining, budgeting,
saving and spending money are numer-

~ ous and the abundant amount of advice

available for managing your finances -
reflects that.

Here at the William Faust Puhhc
tibrary of Westland, you can.obtain the
toois to help you with assessing your
personal financial situation, setting
short and tong-term goals, creating a

plan and putting your plan into action.

No matter what your age, it is-impor-
tant to start thinking about your finan-
clal future. Save Spend, or Donate? A
Book About Managing Money by Nancy
Loewen teaches children the funda-
mental basics. For young adults, there
is Savings and Investment Information
for Teens edited by Kathryn R, Deering.

Current and prospective college stu-
dents will find the various tittes on pay-
ing for school, such as Debt Free
College: 79 Secrets for Successful
College Financing by Robert A, Sparks,
very useful. Recent graduates facing
particutar financial burdens will find
financiai expert Suze Orman’s Money
Book for the Young, Fabulous & Broke
guite pertinent to your situation.

- With credit becoming a growing con-
cern for these age groups, Your Credit

Score: How to Fix, Improve and Profect
the 3-Digit Number that Shapes Your

" INFORMATION CENTRAL

Financial Security by Liz Puffiam Weston
explains financial credit worthiness.

Resources on debt management
inctude The Total Money Makeover; 4
Proven Pian for Financial Fithess by
Dave Ramsey and Good Debt, Bad Debi:
Knowing the Difference Can Save Your
Fipanciaf Lifeby Jon Hanson.

Tax breaks can greatly help one save
and Jeff Schnepper's quide for breaks
allowed by the iRS, How fo Pay Zero
Taxes, 2006, is provides excellent
advice. .

if you dream of one day retiring
comfortably and relaxing in some exot-

“ic locale. a number of our books on

short-term or long-term investing and
retirement ptanning can aid you in
achieving your goal.

Lee Eisenberg's The Number; A
Completely Different Way fo Think
About the Rest of Your Lifeand The
Motley Faol's Money After 40: Building
Wealth for a Befter Life by David and
Tom Gardner can serve your needs.

So whether you are looking for infos-
mation on saving meney, improving
credit, obtaining foans or planning your
retirement, the Wiliiam P. Faust Public
Library of Westland is a great place to
begin. Stop by at the reference desk,
cail us at (734} 326-6123, or remotely
search our caialog 24 hours a day ai
our Web site, www.ivestland.iib.mi.us.

Microsoft Word for Beginniers: 2
p.m. Sept. 23,

Learn the basics of Microsoft Word, a
word processing program that lets you
create a variety of documents inciuding
[etters and resumes, Learn how to set
margins, change font style and size,
check spelling and print, No registra-
tion is required.

Anime/Magna Discussion Group: 7
p.m. Sept. 26. '

Join our Teen Anime/Manga discus-
sion club for Tth-12th graders. Plan on
viewing and discussing Paraffe! Dyal,
Popcorn and drinks will be served.
Bring pillows, bean bags, anything com-
fortable to sit on. Register for this free
program at the Reference Desk, or cail
(734) 326-6123

Introduction to Scrapbooking: 7 -
p.m. Sept. Z7.

Join Kristin Nutt, Independent
Consultant for Creative Memories® as
she demonstrates how to create a
Short Story Card. Bring two or three
related personal photos. All other sup-
plies wili be furnished. Seating is limit-
ed, so register for this free program at
the Reference Desk, or cali {T34) 326
6123,

Information Central is compiled by
Marilyn Kwik, at the Wiliam P. Faust
Public Library, 6123 Central City
Parkway, Westland. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 326-6123.
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toyms and conditions. This offer ey end at sy time.
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14-Month Certificate
of Deposit (CD)

*5.75%"

With a great rate of 5.75% APY* on depos-
its of $1,000 or more, you'll want to reap
the benefits of this great offer today. This
account is federally insured by the NCUA,

a U.S. government agency.

flembership Gpen o all who live, work and worship in Westland, Southfield

Priority Community
Credit Union

Lock inyour Home
Equity Interest Rate!

App!y now and lock in your

- PCCU Home Equity Line of Credit
interest rate at 5.99% APRi# for
the first 24 months.

#APR = Anpuai Percentage Rate. Introductory rale of 5.69% for 24 monthe on Joans of $25,000 or more. Closing costs walvad on

intial advances of $25,000 or more, Regular rzi 1s ag low a3 Prime - 1% for loan o values up to B0%, and at Prime for locn 1o valuas from 80.01% fe 100%.
Reguiar minimuim rate Js 5% and maximum ie 25%, Closing costs must be repaid if loan ie pald in full and your eredit line is clossd within 3 years, collatoral,
income, credit qualifications and eifier ferms and condions apply .

37250 Ford Road
(just E. of Newburgh)
Westland, Michigan

¥ HEM RO
LENDER

, Lathrup Yillage and Detroit,

invites residents to play Bingo at

"1 p.m. Wednesdays at the center,

36745 Marquette, Westland.
For more information, call Mary
Browe at (734) 419-2020

Coffee hour -

State Rep. Glenn S. Anderson,
D-Westland, will hold hisnext
local eoffee hour 9-10:30 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 18, at the
Westland Big Bay Restaurant,

‘6360 N. Wayne Road at Hunter,

Citizens are welcome to visit
with Anderson and discuss |,
issues and/or concerns, The
local coffee hour takes place on’
the third Monday of each '
month.

Garage sale

Ss. Simon and Jude Church
will have a garage sale 9 am. to
5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 15, at the
church, 32500 Palmer east of
Venay, Westland. There willbe a
$2 a bag sale starting at 4 p.m,
Large items will sell for $2 at
the bag sale.

‘Open enroliment

McKinley Cooperative
Preschool, a non-profit, non-
sectarian and non-discriminato-
ry organization owned and -
operated by parents and
licensed by the State of
Michigan, offers a three-year-
old and four-year-old preschool
program and a toddler /parent
program for two-year olds. The
program is offered at 6500 N,
Wayne Road, Westland. For |
information call (734) 729-7222

' or visit the McKinley

Cooperative Preschool Web site
at www.mckinleypreschool.org.

Euchre returns

Friday Night Euchre/Pinochle
Card Parties are back at St.
Bernardine Parish in Westland.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and play
starts at 7:30 p.m. No partner is
needed. Admission is $5 admis-
sion includes refreshments,
snacks and cash prizes, A 50/50
raffle also is available.

The scheduled dates are Sept.
29, Oct. 6, 13, 27, Nov. 3, 17, Dec.
1,15, Jan. 7, 5 12, 26 and Feb. 2,
9, 16. St. Berhardine Parish is on
the southwest corner of Ann
Arbor Trail and Merriman in
Westland. For more informa-
tion, call (734} 427-5150. '

Fall seminars

Barson’s Greenhouse is offer-
ing a series of free fall seminars
on winterizing ponds and con-
structing new pends

The winterizing seminar,
which focuses on preparing the

CALL US FOR ALL OCGAS!ONS FOR CAT ING

INTAGE MARKET

29501 Ann Arbor Trail

(Just W. of Middlebelt)
(734) 422-0160

am. Sunday, Oct, 1, and at 5
p.m. Wednesday, Sept 20,

The pond construction, pro- -
viding information on all you'll
need to build a pond, will be
offered at 2 p.m, Saturday, Sept.
30, Barson’s Greenhouse is at
6414 Merriman south of
Warren. For more information,
call (734) 421-5950.

Internet safety :

. 8t. Matthew Lutheran Church -

and School in Westland will
sponsor an Internet safety class
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 20.
The class will be for older stu-
dents and for parents who may
want informatiori on how to
keep their children safe online.
It will provide information on
what information youngsters
should avoid putting online. The
class is free and open to the pub-
lic. The school/church are at
5885 N. Venoy.

Spaghetti dmner

The monthly “Best Spaghetti

Dinner in Westland” returnsto

the Dyer Senior Center, 36745
Marquette, Friday, Sept. 22.
Dinner will be served 47 p.m.
The cost is $6 for spaghetti,
including salad, desert, enter-
tainment and dancing. For addi-
tional information, call Mary
Browe at (734} 419-2020.

" Groovy time

The Sgt. Romanowski VFW
Post 6896, at 28945 Joy Road in
Westland, will sponsor a “70s
Hippies Dance” at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 23. Doors wﬂl
open at 7:30 p.m,

Tickets are $10 in advance
a.nd $15 at the door. Second
Wind will perform. There will
be a prize for best hippie attire.

" Those attending also are urged

to bring their 70s photos.

There will be food, raffles and
a cash bar, For more informa-
tion, call (734) 525-9454.

Mom 2 Mom sale
St. Damian School is hosting

. a Fall Mom 2 Mom Sale 8 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept.

23. New this year will be a Dad
2 Dad Sale which will take place
at the same time at the school,
30055 Joy, between Middlebelt
and Merriman. Table rental is
$20 table rental for the Mom 2
Mom Sale and $15 outdoor
space rental for the Dad 2 Dad
Sale. For more information, call
Dawn at (734) 983-0221.

Senior dinner-dance

The Wayne Ford Civic League
will be holding a senior dinner

full buffet dinner, beer, wine,
coffee, and pop and dancing to
the live entertainers. ‘
Seniors must be at least 60
years old to attend. Tickets are

$8 for league members and $10

“ v o -

for non-members. Memberships

are on sale year-round and cost

$5 for seniors. Tickets are avail-
able at the door. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 728-5010.

Adoption event .

The Wonderland Samoyed
Safe Haven is hosting an adop-
tion event to raise funds and
awareness for pet rescue and
help find local, homeless
Samoyeds a new home for life at
the Petceo, 35725 Watren Road,
Westland. The event will take
place from noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 7 and Nov, 4.

Crafters sought

. The Sgt. Romanowski VFW
Post 6896 is seeking crafters for
an annual fall craft show that
will be 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 4. The post is
located at 28945 Joy Road.
Tables and chairs are available,

o By B B A

Reservations are needed by Oct.

4, Call Dianna Welchman at
(313) 278-3784.

Table rental is available at the -

cost of $20 for the annual St.
Theodore Confraternity of

Christian Women Craft Showon -

Saturday, Oct. 21, 2006 9a.m. to -

3 p.m. in the Parish Social Hall
at 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland. Call Mary at (734)
425-4421 (voice mail No. 10) to

reserve atable,
Sem&wolleyball

The Westland senior citizen

Friendship Center hopes to start -

a co-ed volleyball team to com-
pete in Wayne County’s 2006
Senior Olympics.

If interested, call Mel
Tockstein at (734) 722-0159.

Praise and worship

Westwood Community
Church holds praise and wor-
ship services at 10 a.m. Sundays
at 6500 N. Wayne Road at

Hunter in Westland. The church -

also offers a children’s church
and nursery. For more informa-
tion, cali (734) 254-0093.

Pancake breakfast
The Westland senior

Friendship Center holds an all- -~

you-can-eat pancake breakfast
8:30-11 a.m. the second
Thursday of the month at the
center on Newburgh seuth of
Ford.

The cost $4 per person,

-

-

Open M-Th Qam-apm,r
Fri. & Sat. 9am-10pm, Sun 9-8pm

Sales Prices Good Monday 9/18 - Sunday 24th + Bridge Card & All Maior Credit Cards Accepted
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n a missionary trip to
Trinidad, West Indies, in
early August, a film was
shown that somehow I had not
heard of though it was
released in April of this year,
Take the Lead stars Antonio
Banderas as Pierre Dulaine, a
former ballroom dancer, now
turned ballroom dance
instructor. I
couldn’t but
help thinking
about how
certain
themes pul-
sating
through the
film prompt-
ed me to
think of
young people
and educa-
tion, espe-
cially in the Wayne-Westland
schools,

No. 1, sometimes the only
thing standing between a
depressing statistic and a
promising young life is an
adult who's willing to invest
some time and talent. It could
be a parent, an administrator,
a teacher, a custodian, a coach,
or a parent/volunteer. In the
film, Pierre Dulaine uses
dance to facilitate the stu-
dents’ rising above tough, dys-
functional circumstances. The
principal remarks, “éveryone
else calls them ‘rejects. They're
in {detention) for the rest of
the term.” Following one of his
class sessions, she confronts
Dulaine with the statement
that “life, for these kids, is like
a fight to stay alive and have
just enough to make ends
meet.”

As Douglas B, Reeves, in his
book, The Learning Leader -
How To Focus School
Improvement for Better
Results, states, we must “chal-
lenge high-achieving students
(while we} encourage and
coach the lowest performing
students.” That, I believe, is
one of our mandates in public

Terrance
McClain ..

education.

A second theme tha,t pul-
sates throughdut the film is
that the values of teamwork,
respect and dignity are an
important foundation for suc-

for schooI Ieaders commumty

cess in any endeavor. Young
people must be given the tools
to prove to themselves that
they have the courage and
gualities to break out of their
stereotypical roles and/or
labels previously attached to
them. Again, known as the
school’s “rejects,” the detention
kids are a mixed group of
street thugs, latchkey kids and

Jost souls who have been told

all their lives that they have no
chance of escaping their sur-
roundings. The teachers have
basically given up on them.

Near the end of the movie,
Dulaine is forced to defend his
program before a PTA group
gathered by the antagonist,
Mean Teacher Mr. Temple.
While others are playing the
“blame game,” he reminds
them that at least he is trying
to do something to make a dif-
ference, “Assigning blame is
OK for the moment, but it
doesn’t make the problems go
away, before engaging the
principal in a dance demon-
stration accompanied by an
explanation that ballroom
dancing teaches a boy to
respect his partoer, and teach-
es a girl that she is worthy of
respect. This epitomizes
Reeves’ contention that “... riot
everything that counts can be
counted, not everything that
can be expressed in quantita-
tive terms.” In the process, he -
helped the students discover a
love for learning they never’
knew they had.

The third theme involves the
ability to make choices. No

~ matter where you come from,

there are no rejects, only
choices to be made, and these
choices are up to you.
Following a confrontation
with the more advanced stu-
dents at the dance studio,
Dulaine’s students from John
Drake High School revolt
because they believe that he
has deceived them regarding
the upcoming competition.
The next day he challenges
them to compete and promises
that his dance studio will cover
the cost for each of them,
Upon hearing this, “Rock,”a
misunderstood kid from a dys-
functional family who just lost

¥

ASHFORD
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%gf‘f/w loved one wil fave a /fﬁw/ fard

Every now and then we all need just a little more ..

support to get through the day

his brother in a gang incident,
chimes in, as he enters the
scene, “Even for school
rejects?” Dulaine’s respanse is:
“That’s funny. When I look
around this room all I see is
choices — choices to be made
and not a single reject ...

Tt took trust, courage, deter-
mination and respect to
accomplish, and each knew
they must depend on the
other, rather than fight each
other. Some quotes worth
remembering from Take The
Lead are:

B “The people that get what
they want in life are the people
who show up to get it”

B “Belief in yourself is the
strongest secret weapon.”

M “Trust must be earned.”

Incorporating these, along
with the aforementioned pul-
sating themes that resonated
with me, will allow us to be
what Reeves describes as
“architectural leaders in edu-
cation” {chapter 3). In Wayne-
Westland Community Schools
we really care for our students’
lives in a world of despair.

Parents, take the lead ...

School board members, take
thelead ... .

Administrators, take the
lead ...

Teachers, take the lead ...

Students, take the lead ...

Support staff, take the lead

Community, take the lead ...
" As Dulaine attempted to

give hope to his students by
encouraging them to make
good choices, may we take the
lead in our respective roles for
our children’s education by
making good choices. Like the
waltz, it cannot be done with-
out trust in your partner. At
various times, some lead while
others follow.

And as Dulaine reminded
his students in the film, “To
follow takes as much strength
as to lead.” But when appropri-
ate, take the lead!

Terrance R. McClain is minister of
the Annapolis Park Church of Christ in
Westland, the vice president of the
Wayne-Westland Community Schools
Board of Education and lives in
Wayne,

Ask about the new Chestnut Village, a “self contained neighborhood”
designed for those residents experiencing mild cognitive impairment.

Call 734.451.1155 today for a personalized tour.

www.ashfordcourtwestland.com
37501 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185

t has been said that the first causality of war -
is the truth. Anyone watching world events,
especially in the Middle East, will come to
realize that the truth is lost. In his latest effort to
win the midterm election for his party, President
‘Bush has éscalated his “war on terror” fight as a
war against “Muslim fascists”. His mantra now
18 “we need to fight them in their streets before
they come to our streets.” Since Sept. 11, 2001,
we have become accustomed to the language of
war and defense.

We have also become tuned-in to the rhetoric
of bravado and disdain toward Arabs and ~
Mushms We are given daily doses of how well
we are doing in Iraq and how
we are defeating the enemies
and establishing a crater of
democracy that needs to be
emulated. As if our fighting
words and deeds are not
enough, we provided Israel
with a green light to invade a
- 'sovereign neighbor under
the pretense that “Israel has
the right to defend itself
from terrorists” The list of
misguided policies goes on
‘and on, unchecked by the
Congress or the public and

perpetuated by a stagnated press. The reality is

. we are in a quagmire falling into the abyss of
violence with no path for escape until we aban-
don our dogmatic belief that force will secure
our freedom and security.

As a Palestinjian-American who sees beyond
killing for a solution, I am often told by my well-
meaning friends that the Middle East crisis is an
inherited and ingrained conflict conducted by -
people who are hell-bent on revenge, They
believe that this war is without a solution that

Terry

sighted and erroneous belief will bring nothing
to the table but more death and destruction.

The people in the Middle East on both sides
of the conflict deserve better. No one deserves to
see their children, brothers, and sisters dead,
injured or imprisoned just because they happen
to be Palestinian, Israelis, Iraqgis, Lebanese or
American. The people in the Middle East like
the people in the United States, deserve keen
leaders who believe that war and weapons are
not the answer. For years we have been sold on
the idea that force is the only solution to the
Middle East crises. With the exception of
President Jimmy Carter, we have given lip serv-
ice to a negotiated solution to the Palestinian-
Israeli issue, With the current administration,
the United States even abandoned the lip serv-
ice, choosing to perpetuate violence as the
means to seek revenge and gain power.

And what did these new policies net us? In six
years we have managed to mobilize millions of
people who view us as an oppressor that needs
to be stopped. Osama bin Laden and his likes
were awkward individual zealots with very little
respect and support in the Muslim world until

Come See What s Cookin' at

* 3 meabs/day * 7 daysiweek
¢ No shopping * No cooking %
¢ Quer 100 different meals

¢ Meals are FRESH .not frozen

® inclucies ﬁ'esh fruit, safaﬁs‘_

and delicious imhery fherns
« Low calorie - Low fat it taste!
» No contracts - No meetings

e Ali for only about $17 a day

. we started Justlfymg the k1111ng of'i innocent.

' we are American and considered Christians,

will protect both sides of the conflict. This short-
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Muslim children while they were sleepmg HIS
vile message of war and destruction is iow rés- |
onating in the minds of those who believe that -~ ¢
they are being killed because they are Mustims.
Just like we believe that we aretargeted Because

The rhetoric of war is cheap, however its cost
is very expensive. Our soldiers on the front line
are paying with their lives, just like the
Palestlmans, Israclis, Iraqis and Lebanese. The
cost is unrecoverable, with everyone paying the
price. How many péople are denied health care
in this country so we can continue to build our

defense stockpile that must be gnarded with our *

lives, hence it may fall in the wrong hands? How
many promises were made by President Bush
that “No Child Left Behind Act” would be fully
funded, but now;, six years later, those promises
were left unfunded. Regardless of who started
the war? Tt is time for it to end.

The policy of defense and revenge will only

work for the moment. Let us look at the history |

of our enemies: Japan, Russia and Germany.

“The former evil empirés” arenowour good ™
allies. If we knew then what we kmow now about™
out former enemies, we could have spared their
families and ours the agony of pain.

If nothing else, we should learn from our mis- -
takes. War never conquers. [t may conquer land
but it never conquers the heart. If we in the
United States want to remain the superpower ..
we profess to be, we must lead the world into an - .
era of peace and prosperity. When we lift the
world from the rot of hunger and pain, we will -
have gained their loyalty and respect for our
kindness. If we want to stay the superpower, we .
can lead the people into following our values by . -

o
A A

] workmg honestly to resolve conflicts instead of o

creating more conﬂlcts with our unbalanced
actions,
We in the United Sl;ates have alot to offer the

iy

world, In the past; our global leadership, with .. .

programs like the Peace Corp, Fulbright and i
U.S. AID, have made us an idol in the minds of | ()ﬁ
many recipients for our generosity.

Our past diplomacy created a safer world for o
us and others who may not even have adhered
to'our standard of governing,

With our compassionate actions we gained
the respect of the world. Sadly to say that those .
in power choose m}lltary might over dlplomaty
and courage a price for which we are all paying, .
Osama, Hizzaballah, Hamas, Ariel Sharon,

P

- Olmart were a small group of zealots until it was .

decided force is the only course of action to set- ..
tle grievances. How many innocent lives must
be Tost before we choose peace over war, com-
passion over weapons, respect over dlsfranchls-
ing?

Superiority can be better achieved with d1plo-
macy, kindness, education, and full bellies,
pray that we use our goodness to guide the
world into the future

Terry Ahwal lives in Canton. : o
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www.meals21.com
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Ehgrb!e Ford Employees can Lease a 2006 F-150 SC 4X4 XLT

A month(l) with
a 24 meonth low

~ Eligible Ford Employees can Lease a 2007 Ford Escape XLT FWD

A month{l) with
a 36 month low

mileage Red : mileage Red
IFOO\‘:' g: E:;E:t Renewal E:?; g: Carpet Lease.

. " with $2,174 With $2 669 B -
customer cash due at sighing. . custorner cash due at signing. ) ,
‘Includes acquisition fee; security deposit waived.** Excludes tax, " Includes acquisition fee; waived security deposit. Excludes tax, title o /-'
title and ficense fee. Cash due is after $2,500 RCL cash back and and license fee. Cash due is after $1,000 RCL cash back. s i
$1,000 RCL renewal cash. ‘ ‘
. ) \C‘
et o

-
. -

Eirgrble Ford Employees can Lease a 2007 Ford Focus SES 4dr Ellg:ble Ford Employees can Lease a 2007 Fusion SE 14

A month{1} with A month{l) with
| o r‘*"“
3 rras B iatie / ;
With $1,764 s _ V . o - With $2,494 . S '
. custemer cash dua at signing. : .. .custormer cash due at signing. 1
Inciudes acqu:slt:on fee; security deposﬂ: waived.** Excludes tax, ‘ : Includes acquisition fee and security deposit. EchuHes Eax,
* titie and license fee. Cash due is after $500 RCL cash back. o ) titie and license fee.
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Chrome Package includes:

An all ‘new Chrome-Mesh Grille...
And 18 inch Chrome-Clad Wheels...

"SIRIUS Satellite Radio is norv avaifable as a factory-installed
option on the 2007 Ford Five Hundred. Get more than 125 -
music, sports, news and talk channels at your fingertips

'i! o T ¥

ELLITE RADIO

Eligible Ford Employees can Lease a 2007 Five Hundred SEL Chrome Edition

A month(l) with
24 month low

milsage Red

For as ’ Carpet Lease.

low as

With $2.,074
custorrler cash due at signing. .

Inciudes acquisition fee; wawed security dep05|t ** Excludes tax,
title and license fee. Cash due is after $500 FMCC bonus cash,
$1,000 A/Z Plan cash and
$495 Chrome Package bonus cash.

-fo.rdvehicles.eom. o | Your Suburban Ford Dealers

(1) Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet Lease. Payments may vary; Al payment examples are for Current Fort Employees and elrgtble famlly member Lessess. Resrdeney restrrctmns apply. For special fease terms RCL
Cash, AZ Plan Cash, RCL Renewal Cash and FMCC bonus cash, take new retail delivery from dealer steck by 10/2/06, Supplies are limited, not alf dealers will have all featured models. See dealer for complete details. Customers must finance through Furd Credit,
*Not aH buyers qualify for Ford Credrt irmrted term frnancmg Nat available on Ford SD Harley models.. Take new retall delivery from dealer stock by 10/2/06 See deaier for qualsfrcatrons and comptete details. ** Securrty deposit waived.
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