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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

-A serial robber may be involved in
three robberies of Westland check-
cashing businesses within a one-week
period ending Thursday, police con-
firmed...

The lone bandit also is suspected of
similar incidentsin communities such
as Livonia, Farmington and Dearborn,
authorities said,

One Westland business, Instant Cash
Advance on Wayne Road north of

The latest incident happened about

2:26 p.mn. Thursday when a lone bandit
knocked on a locked door of Instant
Cash Advance and was let inside by a
female worker, police Sgt. Michael

Willard said,

“He stepped inside and teld her that
he'd like a cash advance, and he told
her not te move,” Willard said. “He set
down a brown (paper) bag on the
counter, and she could see a black bar-
rel of a gun sticking out of the bag.”

The robber ordered the worker to
put money in g separate bag he handed
to her, and he escaped out the front
door with an undisclosed sum of cash,
Willard said.

“He tcok off on foot and went north

www.hometownlife.com

shing stores hit by

and disappeared,” the detective said.

A police dog was brought in and led
authorities behind a strip mall where
Instant Cash Advance is located, but no

one was captured. The suspect was
described as a black male, about 5-foot-

4 with facial stubble and a stight mus-

tache, Willard said, He was wearing a
white ball eap with a biack bandanna
under it, a gray shirt with faded red
print, biack jeans and white shoes.

The same business was robbed about
5:11 p.m. Friday, July 7, by a suspect
who wore a loose-fitting mask with
holes in it, police Sgt. Chris Benson
said, The store wasn't locked this time.

The bandit demanded money and

implied that he had a gun in his pocket,
Benson said. He ordered a couple of
employees to the floor at gunpoint and
escaped out the back door with an
undisclosed sumn of money, Benson.
said.

The suspect’s description has varied
somewhat, but police believe that a
serial robber may be st work. In this
incident, he was described as a black
male, about 5-foot-10, 200 pounds and
possibly 40 years oid. He also had facial
stubble that could be seen around the
edges of the mask, Benson said.

In between the robberies at Instant
Cash Advance, a similar business, sim-
ply called Cash Advance, was robbed

about 2:11 p.m. Tuesday, July 11, on
Merriman Road north of Palmer, police
Sgt. Michael Harhold said.

In that holdup, the robber actually
pointed a gun at an emplovee, demand-~
ed money and then escaped on fogt .-
without firing any shots.

He was described as a black male,

_&bout 6 feet tall with a stocky build,

“His face was concealed with a
mask,” Harhold said. -

Authorities urged anyone with infor« e
mation to contact the Westland Police
Department at (734) 722-9600, or :
make an anonyrnous tip for a possible .
$1,000 reward by calling Crime
Stoppers at (800) SPEAK-UP.

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michaela Galindo, 20, of Westland has volunteered to paint the wall
outside the pool area at the Westiand Bailey Recreation Center. She
said she is trying to get exposure of her artwork with a tiki theme.

Group

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

Metro Detroiters seeking -
stricter regulations to control.
illegal immigration gathered
Thursday at Livonia’s Civic
Center Park to welcome five
motoreyclists on a cross-coun-
try ride to promote the cause.

Dissatisfaction with some
Congressional calls for reform
that would give illegal immi-
grants amnesty has inspired
this group of activist bikers to
travel 14,000 miles and visit
each state capital spread the
word. The effort, funded by
individual donations and larg-
er contributions from anony-
mous Michigan donors, is
being called The 21st Century
Paul Revere Ride of 2006.

“A situation that has beena
concern has become a crisis,”
said Howard Woolridge, a
Washington lobbyist and

. retired Lansing police officer

who is coordinating the pro-
gram. “We've seen many: pgo-..
ple who are happy to sée some-
one fighting against the policy

of open biorders”

The Paul Revere Ride, which
includes five permanent riders
clad with red, white and blue,
made its only two Michigan
stops Thursday in Langing and
Livonia. The Livonia stop was:
organized by a new grass-roots
group called Michigan Citizens

. for Imnigration Reform.,

Edith Simmons, a Southfield
resident involved in the group,
said MCFIR wants to promote
a secure border policy to local
lawmalers and residents.

“We are a comrtry of immi-
grants, but we wunt people to
come here and be part of our
melting pot,” Simmons said.
“Unforiunately, most of the

illegal immigrants coming into

this country don’t give = did-
dly-do about this courery”.
MCFIR, primarily a group
of metro Detroit Republican
suppeorters, used the opportu-

_ nity to criticize Michigan’s 1.8,

Senators Carl Levin and
Debbie Stabenow, both.
Democrats, for their open
stance to policies friendly to

“Simmons, a

Southtield

- resident,
stands along -

Five Mile Road

- | looking for

support for his

anti-

| immigration

views,

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

illegal immigrants. Simmons -
said such policies bring more
drugs, terrorists and disease
into the country and escalate
health care and education
costs for American taxpayers:
Woolridge added an open
borders policy is irresponsible
and dangerous in the post-8/11
era and hurts American work-
ers and wages, Also he said
more unskilled illegal immi-
grants are willing to work for
less pay and compete with 17.8.

- citizens for jobs.

“We will be successful when

we build a national security
fence (along the U.S.-Mexico
border) and we start to punish
employers who hire illegal
immigrants,” Woolridge said.
After the group’s Thursday
afternoon stop in Livonia, the
riders headed to Indiana. The
Paul Revere Ride started in
Colorado on May 29. After rid-
ing an average of 300 miles a
day, the ride is scheduled to
end with arally in
Washington, D.C,, on Aug. 12.
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Who will be the

next Westland Id

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Step back, Taylor Hicks. Take
a second-row seat with Carrie
Underwood, Fantasia Barrinoe,
Ruben Studdard and Kelly
Clarkson.

Forget American Idol for now,
even if'it did heip laznch
Westland native Josh Gracin's
country music career.

The pressing question this
month is:. Who will be the next
Westland Idol?

To find out, don't tunein to
the Fox network. Go to this
year’s Christmas in July fund-
raising evesit sponsored by a
local charitable organization,
the Westland Community
Foundation, ‘
. “The people who perform in
this contest are just incredible,”
foundation President Glenn
Shaw Jr. said.

The next Westland Idol will
be named during the Christmas

in July event scheduled for 6
p.m. Thursday, July 27, at the
Hellenic Cultural Center on Joy
Road east of Newburgh.

Crganizers ask for a mini-
mum donetion of $50 — money
that will be used for student
scholarships, Salvation Army
summer camp prograras and
other community projects. In
ail, the foundation has donated
more than $400,000 during the
last 10 years. '

The scholarships are given to -
cash-strapped students who
don’t necessarily have the best
grade-point averages but who
excel in a particular area of
study.

To register for Christmasin
July, call (734) 595-7727 or just .
show up at the door. Finger
foods will be available.

Organizers also ask those
attending to bring nonperish-
able food items to place under a.

PLEASE SEE IDOL, AS

CFLF asks court to Stop |
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'SChool legacy plan again

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

A group opposed to Livonia
Public Schools’ reorganization
plans has again asked a judge to
put a halt on the Legacy
Initiative’s implementation,

Citizens for Livonia’s Future
were unsuceessful in seeking a
preliminary injunction in March,
hut CFLF attorney Mayer
Morganroth filed for-the measure
again Wednesday in Wayne
County Circuit Court. A hearing
on this new request has not yet
been scheduled.

The district also serves the
north part of Westland.

The group is seeking a 45-day
freeze on efforts to carry out reor-
ganization plans and to fotce offi-
cials to operate the 18,300-stu-
dent school district as it did this

past school year, until group lead-
ers and school officials meet with
afacilitator. A judge’s request for -
that facilitation is scheduled for -
Ang. 24, .
The facilitator will guide talks -

" between the sides in an attempt -

to broker a compromise but the
facilitator has no power to order -
any action. -

“If (the district is) permitted to
continue to implement their irre-
versible, costly and wusteful plans
for the Legacy Initiative, the facil-
itation ... will be rendered mean-
ingless because (dlstnct officials) -
will contend that it is 1mposs1b1e .
to reverse or alter their plans,”
Morganroth argued in court doc—
uments, ‘

School district attorney Gary
King said CFLF cannot ask for

PLEASE SEE LEGACY, AS
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| INIFURMATION CENTRAL

Summer is prime party time,
and it’s common knowledge
that an all-out bash cannot

possibly achieve full potential .

unless there is just the right
music for the occasion. With-
rising music prices and legal
questions with respect to “free”
downiloads, there are few
places to turn to in order to
find a great selection of music
without exhausting the entire
party budget. The Westland
library is a gold mine for music

_of all genres, whether you have

last-minute party needs or
you're simply in the mood for
some alone time to rock out to
some tunes on an individual
basis.

Bring the ever-popular luau
theme to life with selections
from our international music
collection, such as Hawaiian
drum dance chants, a mix of
traditional Hawaiian music or,
for more of a contemporary
sound, Cyril Pahinui’s Night
Moon. Planning a golden oldies
get together? Forget about suf-
fering through songs you don’t
want to hear from the radio,
and choose from a list of artists
that you really enjoy, like vari-
ous hit CDs by The Beatles,
Stevie Wonder, The Rolling
Stones, The Beach Boys and
many more.

Believe it or not, we also
have music that's appropriate
for the slew of graduationi par-
ties that seem to take up most
of the summer. Bring Detroit’s
own White Stripes into your

back yard, or maybe some Dave

Matthews Band and Jack

Johnson. If you want to really
get things hopping, then check
out Eminem, Fall Out Boy, 50
Cent and The All-American
Rejects, among other big
namesin our CD collection.
For some poolside relaxation

after the stress of summer fun, -

delve into our classical music
section and soothe frazzled
nerves with Beethoven, Bach,
Mozart and others, If violins
and horns aren’t exactly your
style, the library also offers
music by artists such as Miles
Davis, Ray Charles, Diana
Krall and Billie Holiday in the
jazz and rhythm and blues sec-
tion.

The possibilities are endless,
so feel free stop by and browse
through our collection to sup-
plement your summer enter-
tainment. If you have any ques-

~ tions, call the Reference Desk

at (734) 326-6123,

Highlighted Activities

Adult Book Club July 18, 7
p-m. This month’s book is
Blink by Malcolm Gladwell.
Please read the book before the
meeting. All are welcome.

Teen Movie Night July 19, 7
p.m. Men in Black, rated PG-
13, in the library’s community
rooms. The movie will run
approximately 113 minutes. No
registration required. Fee] free
to bring pillows and blankets
and friends ... we'll supply the

. snacks.

Internet 101 at 10:30 a,m. .
July 21. For the very beginner:
what the Internet is and how to
get there. No registration or fee
required.

BY ANNETTE KINGSBURY
STAFF WRITER

A road construction site off Adams
Road in Rochester Hills was the scene of
unusual excitement Monday.

As word spread that the bones of a
prehistoric mastodon had been
unearthed Friday by workers preparing
the site for the rerouting of Adams
between Auburn and Hamlin, people

workers reported the find Saturday and
‘called in the Cranbrook Institute of

Science.

“We probably were the first ones to
dig through it,” said Bill McEntee, dircc-
tor of Permits and Construction for the

~ Mastodon bones generate buzz

Bill McEntee of the Road Commission for Oakland County hold's one of the Iarq’errbones of a prehistoric masfodon'fouhd at a construction site in_
Rochester Hills. The bones, at feast 10,000 years oid and dating to the Ice Age, were found buried under just five or six feet of peat near Adams Road
and M-59, They have been turned over to the Cranbrook Institute of Science for cleaning and study.

Prehistoric discovery unearthed at road
construction site in Rochester Hills

Road Commission.

By Monday, an impressive collection
of bones, including parts of tusk, several
vertebrae, ribs and a huge tooth had
been unearthed. Cranbrook spokesman

PHOTOS BY JOKN S?ORM_ZAND | STAFF PHDTOGRAPHER_

Open wide: One huge tooth was among the
fossilized remains of the mastodon unearthed at .
a construction site in Rochester Hills this month. .

Scientists don't know why the

Leah Allen of Rochester Hills took a
half-day off work to bring her 8-year-old
son Kyle to the site. “History in the mak-
ing,” she called it.

“He got to hold a vertebrae,” she said,
referring to Kyle. “It’s so neat; right in
our own back yard. ... We came back
here before they developed this so many
times. ... It’s the coolest.”

An employee of Dan’s Excavating told
police a shovel digging in a peat bog
came up with a large bone late Friday.
After doing some research on their own,

a mastodon that was found in 1965
when [-75 was being built. In fact, the
finds aren’t that unusual; some 250 sites
- around the state have yielded the bones

of mammut americanum. Since 2002, it
has been the state fossil.

The mastodon is believed to have
roamed much of North America in the
Pleistocene Epoch, also known as the

he said. One question scientists hope to -

‘ - . :
your money? Call your local State Farm agent today for answer is whether this mastodon wan-

more information about a CD from $tate Farm Bank”,

, Good NEIghb Of. began turning up to have a look. It got Stephen Pagnani said the remains had mastodon became extinct. Pagnani said |
' : . to the point where the Oakland County  been positively identified as a large this one may be 10,000 to 14,000 years 1
G R E AT R AT E s Sheriff’s Department declared the bones  adult mastodon, Cold. . _ \l

* off-limits mid-afternoon, fearing for the “It's a very mature animal, we know “What makes this so important is this ’

i Looki ‘ relics’ safety. that,” he said. Cranbrook’s collection has  kind of evidence helps solve mysteries,” : (
| ooking for great rates and a secure place to grow |
i

|

dered into the bog and got stuck or was :
hunted and butchered. . !
Cranbrook scientists, including a staff : |
paleontologist, will clean and examine
the bones with the goal of eventually
putting them on display, Ownership dis-
cussions will come later. |
Ice Age. Vegetarians, they munched  “It makes you think: 12,000 years ago, ‘
shrubs and trees, Spruce cones were the  here,” Pagnani said. \
only other debris found buried with the o o I
bones., akingshury@hometownlife.com | (248) 6517575, ext. 77 !
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Doug Sparks polishes the 1937 Chevrolet street rod he
brought with him from Arizona while he’s in Michigan

visiting his children,

A PHCTOS BY MARCLS SINGLETON | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
During the Autos for Autism car show, Westland residents Gary Ofwean and Jean Sparks

relax in Olwean's 1961 Chevrolet bubbie top Bellaire.

Buffs show off wheels to benefit center

_ BY LEANNE ROGERS
™ STAFF WRITER

Car lovers took over

Garden City High School on

_ Monday to benefit the Burger
Center for Autism, which also
serves Westland,

“Each year it's a little bigger
and better;” said Darlene
Jablonowskd, a member of
the Autos for Autism organiz-
ing committee.

This year, 262 vehicles
were entered in the show —
up from 225 last year. The
event raised between
$13,000 and 14,000 through
entry fees, sponsorships and
sales of shirts and conces-
sions.

First- and second-place
trophies are awarded in 12

classes such as restored, orig-
inal, custom, street rod and
street kit. There are eight
celebrity awards presented by
local dignitaries including
state Sen, Laura Toy (R-
Livonia) and state Rep. Jim
Plakas (D-Garden. City).

Taking the Best of Show
award was the 1968
Chevrolet Camaro owned by
Jim Kolodziej, Like the other
non-celebrity awards, Best of
Show is voted by the entrants
to the competition.

The Autos for Autisin event
committee has 20 members
with closer to 40 pecple vol-
unieering at the show itself,

“People would show up
that we weren'’t expecting and
just want to help,” said
Debbie Cross, who co-chaired

the event, “We were very
happy with the turnout. We.
are fortunate to have so many
people who are w1111ng to
help.”

It takes the committee
abouit eight months to plan
the event which also featured
live music and a disc jockey.

The committee took over
the event six years ago and
the size has steadily grown.
Funds raised last year refur-
bished the gym at the Burger
Center. This year the funds
are expected to go to prepare
a daily living kitchen at the
school’s adult annex at the
Cambridge Center.

“The committee has par-
ents, teachers and people
who don't have kids at Burger
but want to help,”

Jablonowski said. “It brings
tears to my eyes”-

Along with fund-raising,
Jablonowski said the car
show helps with public
awareness about autism
which is oceurring in much
higher numbers in recent
years.

Anocther fund-raiser to

" benefit the Burger Center is

the 26th annual Lyman
Foundation Golf Outing on
Saturday, Aug. 12 at Hickory
Creek Golf Course in
Superior Township. Shotgun
starts will be 7:15 a.m. and
1:15 p.m. Donations, volun-

teers and players are needed.

To register, call (734) 454-
1850. For information, call
Sharon Lundie at (734) 728-
4G18G.

Girls, 2 and 5, found

wanderlnq on Joy Road“

Westland police issued a

ticket to a 83-year-old Livonia

woman, citing her for child
neglect Tuesday after a
motorist spotted the woman's
two young children walking
across Joy Road near
Merriman.

Livonia police continue to
investigate the family’s house-
hold situation. Westland police
were initially called after a
motorist saw the two young
girls, ages 2 and 5, walking
across the main road between
10-11 a.m, It appeared their
mother was sleeping when the
young girls walked away from
their home on Denne Street.

“It took us about 45 mlnutes
to figure out who the kids X
belonged to,” said Livonia
police Lt, Greg Winn. “This .
appears to be a chronic prob-
1em‘” E
Westland police issued the ~..
ticket and turned the case over ;-
to Livonia authorities. o
Neighbors told police the .
young girls have walked away - -..
from the house, without any .-
adult supervision, on several
occasions. In many cases,
neighbors said they have
returned the girls to the home.
Police left the children with -
the mother after talking with
her brother.

Teen rescues brother, 6,

from bonfire accident

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

For Livonia's Peck family, an
Independence Day camping trip
in Northern Michigan took a
dangerous turn, leaving their 6-
vear-old son hospitalized with
third-degree burns on his left
hand and right leg.

According to Sue Peck, her
youngest son, Jacob, was
attempting to get out of a chair
while seated near a bonfire

when the chair collapsed and he .-

began to fali toward the flames.
Jacob's 16-year-old brother,
Shea, didn't hesitate. He jumped
in, grabbed his brother, and ran
to a nearby river to put out the
flames.

“He had just taken a CPR
First Aid class at his high school
through JRCTC,” Sue Peck said.
“He just reacted. He didn’t wait
for a response.”

The accident occurred
Sunday, July 2 at a primitive
camp site near Lumberman’s
Monument, in the Au Sable
River Valley in Cscoda County.
At the time, Sue and her hus-
band, Joe Peck, had gone to get
ice as the fire was dying down.
They returned to the site about

9:20 p.m. just after the incident. . -

“It was phenomenal,’ Peck -
said. “Everyone in our family is
calling (Shea) a hero for
responding the way he needed
to”

They took Jaceb to the hospi-
tal, 8t. Joseph Health System in
Tawas City. Hours later the little
boy was air-lifted and taken to
University of Michigan Medical
Center to have his burns treated. -
The Pecks drove to Ann Arbor,
arriving around 3:30 a.m. ot

“He’s been here ever since,”
said Peck from the hospital.

She said Shea, a Franklin o
High School junior, was “shaken -

p” by the incident but knows he. -
made a difference and saved his = |
brOther s life.

“It's very scary,” Peck said. “All
we can do is thank God it wasn't’
waorse, He's alive, We will get
through it. We're all vety proud -
of Bhea for what he did”” ;

Joe Peck agreed: “I'm very
appreciative of what niy son has .
learned through JROTC”

As for Jacob, his mother said, -
“he worships his older brother”

While he isn't a fan: of doetors,,
needles, or having to keep his leg
straight and stabilized each
night, she said he is recovering.

You Pick the Term — 30 Days to 10 Years
As short as a month. As long as a year. Or ten. It’s all up to you. |
Choose exactly how long you want to invest your money.'And lock in a great rate to boot.

_ *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on the  30-day Certificate of Deposit (CD} through the 10-year CD.is accurate as of 7/12/06. Customers without a “Loyalty .Checking Account” will receive the Valued Customer rate of 5.15% APY on the
30-day CD through the 10-year CD. Minimum opening balance is $500 and maximum deposit is $1060, 000. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Not availabie for public units: Account fees could reduce earnings. Offer appiies enly to new accourts.
Meither existing accounts nor accounts ojened under this program will automaticaily ranew at these Special rates; contact your banking center for details. Other restrictions may appéy. **Customer must maintain an-open and active checking account at
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1 On course

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Adam Clay, 12, of Westiand tees off at Glenhurst Goif Course in Redford as part of the junior goif program
offered by the Redford Parks and Recreation Department.

&

Few spots left for restaurant rally

Last call.

- Only 50 spots out of 500 still
.are available for a July 25
““restaurant rally” sponsored by
the Westland Chamber of
‘Commerce, chamber President
‘Liori Brist said.

+ * For just $20, participants
‘can sample food from 10 local
‘festaurants: Applebee’s, Beaver

Creek, Casa Fiesta, Farwell &
Friends, Johnny Carino’,
LongHorn Steakhouse,
Malarkey’s Irish Pub,
Marvaso’s Italian Grille,
Panera Bread and Uno Chicago
Grill.

The restaurant rally is sched-
uled for 6-10 p.m. Tuesday,
July 25. Participants will be

given special T-shirts entitling
them to sample food at the 10
eateries.

Those who don’t want to
drive may hop aboard shuttles
that will make their way
among the restaurants.

To sign up or for more infor-
mation, call the chamber at
(734) 326-7222.

;* A \\
Eileen Abbott

. ‘Abbott, 74, formerdy of Farmmqton
" Hilts, died May 8.
I ' B
Mary T. Bloom
- 8loom, 80, of Bloomfietd Hilis, died
Loduly 9,
o D
-Joseph Nicola DeLauro

Del.aurg, 90, of Novi, died July 11,
o G
Milliam G. Gafinet
" Gafinet, 85, died June 26.

DEATHS

Alfred W. Gauzletti
_ Gauzlettl, 74, of Beverly Hills, dled
June 27.
. . H
Madeline Hope .
Hope, 81, of Redford, died July 8.
J

John P. Johnson
Johnson, formerly of Birmingham,
died July 3.
M
Hefen 1. Mileagee
Mileages, 88, of Farmington, died July
2

Dr. Sidney Miller, M.D.
Milter, 92, of Bioomfieid Hills, died July
1
P
Los T. Pediow
Pediow, 75, of Westland, died July 10.
Paula C. Pratt
Pratt, 91, of Troy, died July 9.
R

Frederico “Fred” Ramirez
Ramirez, 87, of Livonia, died July it

Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's newspaper in
Passages on page C4.

‘mOrthopedic Post-Operative
Recommendations for Home Exercis-a

Heartland of Cantom

I Wednesday, July 26, 2006 — 3:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.
7025 N, Lilley Road — Canton, MI 48187

Bible school

St. Michae! Lutheran Church
and School, 3003 Hannan in
Wayne, will have a Bible school
with the theme Treasure Cove
6-8:30 p.ou. July 17-21. The
event is for children in pre-
school through fifth grade, and
it is free. For more information
call (734) 728-1950,

No coffee

State Rep. Glenn Anderson,
D-Westland, has announced
that the his monthly coffee hour
with constituents will not be
held in July or August.

Coffee hours, always held on
the third Monday of the month
at various locations, will resume
on Monday, Sept. 18.

Anderson sponsors the cof-
fee hours to give citizens an
opportunity to meet directly
with him about issues or con-
cerns. They also are invited to
call his office toll free at (888)
833-8494.

'Historic’ flea market

The Friends of the Westland
Historical Museum will sponsor
its third-annual flea market 10
a.1m, to 4 p.m. Saturday, July 22,
on the grounds of the historic
Perrinsville Schoolhouse, built
in 1856.

The schoolhouse is located on
Warren Road at Cowan, just a
quarter-mile west of Merriman
Road.

The flea market will be held
rain or shine, historian Ruth
Dale said.

Donations are needed, with
suggestions including dishes,
small furniture, kitchen items,
jewelry, toys, tools, antiques and
collectibles - but no clothing.

Donations will be accepted 1-
4 p.m. Saturdays July 1, 8 and
15 at the Westland Historical
Museumn, 857 N, Wayne Road
between Marquette and Cherry
Hill.

Spaces for this years flea
market will cost $15 each.
Proceeds from Friends of the
Museurmn itemns will help restore
the foundation of the 1850s
museumnm.

For more information, call
Ruth Dale at (734) 425-1955 or
Virginia Braun at (734) 427-
4648.

Yard sale

The YWCA Western Wayne
County will host a Yard Sale 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, July 21,
and ¢ am. to 2 p.m, Saturday,
July 22.

Office supplies, office furni-
ture, children’s toys and other
items will be on sale. The Yard

29501 Ann Arbor Trail

& (Just W. of Middlebel)
N {734) 422-0160

 Vinace MARKE

ARQUND WESTLAND

Sale will be held at the YWCA
Administrative Offices, 26279
Michigan Ave., and proceeds
from the sale will benefit the
families served by the YWCA.

The YWCA also is looking for
volunteers from the community
to help organize items to be
sold, and help work the day of
the sale. For more information,
call the YWCA Western Wayne
County at (313) 561-4110 Ext.
18.

Outreach clinic

The Legal Aid and Defender
Association Ine. will conduct a
free outreach clinic on civil legal
services for income-eligible resi-
dents at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday,
July 19, at the Westland Senior
Friendship Center, 1119 N.
Newburgh, Westland.

Attendees are asked to regis-
ter before 10:30 am. A Legal
Aid attorney will assist only
those persons who have done so
by that time.

For further information, call
Gina Polley, director of com-
munity relations and govern-
mental affairs, at (313) 964-
4111, Ext. 6440 or (877) 964-
5310, or by e-mail at
gpolley@ladadetroit.org.

Fiea Market

Vendors are needed for a flea
market 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 9, at Good
Shepherd Reformed Church at
Wayne Road and Hunter in
Westland. Space is available at
$20 per space. Applications are

available by calling Ray or Jackie

Gagnon at (754) 7227225,

Craft Show

Teble rental is available at the
cost of $20 for the annual St.
Theodore Confraternity of
Christian Women craft show 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Cct. 21,
in the Parish Social Hall at
8200 Wayne Road, Westland.
Call Mary at (734} 425-4421
(voice mail #10) to reserve a
table,

Enroliment Offered

St. Damian Catholic School is
accepting enrollment for fall. It
offers preschool for children
ages 3 and 4, kindergarten
either three full days or five full
days, and classes for students in
grades one through eight. The
school is located at 29891 Joy
Road in Westland. Summer
hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
information call (734) 421-
6130.

Antiques appraisals

The Westland senior
Friendship Center will host its

i @ﬂﬁ.l U8 FOR ili.i @C@ﬂﬁ?@ﬁg F@ﬁ @ﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ

Open M-Th 2am-9pm,
Fri. & Sat. 8am- 10pm. Sun 9-8pm

Prices Effactive Manday, July 17th - Sunday, July 23rd * Bridge Card & All Major Credit Cards Accepted

fifth annual Newburgh Road
Show,an antiques appraisal,
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, July
28,

Admission will be $1. Col.
Thomas Moody of Blue Willow

. Antiques will be doing the'

appraisals.

He specializes in glass, pot-
tery, furniture, radios, kitchen-
ware, war memorabilia, quilts,
dolls and toys.

There will be a charge of $3
per item appraised, with a limit
of three appraisals.
Refreshments will be available
for a small donation.

The Friendship Center is at
1119 N. Newburgh, south of
Ford, Westland. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 722-7628.

Pancake breakfast

The Westland senior -
Friendship Center holds an all-
you-can-cat pancake brealfast
8:30-11 a.m. the second

- Thursday of the month at the

center on Newburgh south of
Ford.

The cost $4 per person for
buttermilk or multi-grain pan-
cakes, coffee, juice, low fat milk,
sausage and bacon. Sugar free
syrup will be available.

Eclectic Crafters

Ever thought of trying a craft
but were afraid of investing too
much before you knew if you
were going to like it? Ever
wanted a quiet place to do your
scrapbooking?

Ever wonder if there are oth-
ers as crazy about art and erafts
as you are?

The answer to those ques-
tions could be the Eclectic
Crafters which meet 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.. the second and third
Monday of every month and.
5:30-8:30 p.m. the first
Monday from at the Bailey
Center in the Westland Civic
Center Complex on Ford Road

' west of Carlson.

The program is offered in
association with the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department. For $3, partici-
pants can try out different
crafts, art materials and tools or
bring their own project to work
on. There will be inexpensive
make-and-takes available.

For more information, eall
(734) 620-3938.

Senior volleyball

The Westland senior citizen
Friendship Center hopes to
start a co-ed volleyball team to
compete in Wayne County’s
2006 Senior Olympics.

Ifinterested, call Mel
Tockstein at (734 722-0159.
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It's magic

children.

Gordon the Magician performs magic for the

|

Westiland youngsters Evelyn Acerrano, 9; and her brotheF Genaro, 7, keap their eyes on Gordon the
Magician as he performs tricks for the children at the A terncon Delight Summer Series at Garden
City Park.

Lions award
scholarships

The Wayne Lions Club has
provided $2,000 in
scholarship money to local
students, president Will
DePetro has announced,

‘Winners from the 2006
graduating class are James
Capraro of Wayne Memorial
High School {$750), Bruce
DeBruhtl of John Glenn
High School ($%750) and
Mara Magyarosi of the
William D. Ford Career
Technical Center ($500).

An award dinner was held
recently at China Star
restaurant in Westland.
Selection was based on
financial need, academic
achievement and communi-
iy involvement.

Board to host ‘coffee,

BY DAVE VARGA
STAFF WRITER

As new president of the
Livonia Board of Education,
Lynda Scheel believes,

“Communication is something

we really want to improve on.”

Toward that effort, board
mermbers will start a series of
*coffee and conversation”
meetings to provide give-and-
take discussion with about 25-
30 selected residents, by reser-
vation only.

A maximum of three board
members will attend, with
trustees rotating their partici-
pation.

Meetings will be held at
6:30-8 p.m. Mondays at the
board office, July 17, 24 and 31,
and Aug. 7 and 21. The ses-
sions won't be open to the gen-

|
)
I
1

eral public and commun;‘ity
participants for the first/few
meetings will be invited{by
members of the Districy
Transition Tean, !

Later, Scheel said, a method
will be set up for people to sign
up.

For now, those interested
can contact the DTT at its Web
site (www.livonia.k12.mi.us/
transition/transition.html).

No agenda will be set at the
outset of the meetings, and
Scheel wants the conversations
to become an added method of
comimunication.

“We hope pecple will bring
up issues as they come up and
don’t let things fester,” she said.

The district has faced tur-
moil in the wake of the board’s
approval in December of the
controversial Legacy Initiative

ﬁf é‘@"@ﬁ f&ﬁiﬁ&g 7.

D Yo Wt To Lose 20, 80

The Betler idea in Women's Gyms i

Free Weight Loss Program

Burn Yo To 660 Calories Per Visit
Increase Mefabolism & Energy

Comfortable & Supportive
Environment Designed
Just For Woman

Personal One-on-One Training
& Regular Progress Reporfs
Uniimited Use Of Club Facility
Free Trial Workout

20 Minutes That Wit
CHANGE YOUR LIFE

( JULY SPECIAL

FREE ENROLLMENT ONLY $29 A MONTH

ASH FOR DETAILS

31509 Cherry Hill

Westiond  734-326-SLIM
Cheny Hil & Meriman, next to Quiznos and H&R Block

HOURS:
Mon - Fi 8om-8pm
Sat 8am-2pm
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2006-2007

a. A regular meeting will not be held on  July 3 or 17, 2006
b.  Aregular meeting will not be held on August 7 or 21, 2006
¢.  Aregular meeting will not be held on September 4, 2006
‘d.  Aregular meeting will not be held on January 1, 2007
e.  Aregular meeting will not be held on February 5 or 19, 2007
f A reg‘ulal" meeting will not be held on April 16, 2007 :

) Therefore, regular Board meetings will be held on the following dates:

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS SCHOOL DISTRICT

' Regular meetlngs of the Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District shall be held at
. 'T:00 p.m,, in the Board of Education offices, 16125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan, 734-744-2500, on
the first and third Mondays of each month with the following exceptions:

July 1¢ August 14, 28 September 18 October 2, 18
November 8, 20 December 4, 18 Janmary 15, 28 February 12
March 8,19 April 2, 28 May 7,21 June 4, 18

. In general, the second and fourth Mondays of each month shall be reserved for Board committee
. meetings or special and/or study meetings as needed.’

b e

. Special meetings of the Board of Education may be called by the President of the Board, or any two
* members thereof, by serving on the other members & written notice of the day, time, location and purpose
. of such meetings. Service of the notices ghall be made in accordance with Board Policy BCAC and with
+-the provisions of P.A, 267 and the General School Lawa of the State of Michigan, and may be made by a
. member of the Board or any employee of the Board.

. The Secretary of the Board shall cause public notice to be given of ail meetings of the Board of Educatmn

in accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act.

Proposed minutes of Board meetings will be availabie for public inspection during regular business hours
at the Board of Education offices, 15125 Farmingtonn Road, Livonia, Michigan, not more than eight

" business days after-the date of cach meeting, and approved minutes of each meeting will be available for

public inspection during regular business hours at the same location’ not more than five business days

. after the meeting at which the minutes are approved. -

" The President and/or Secretary of the Board shall be authorized to sign 5{1 contracts and legal documents

on behalf of the Board of Education following approval by resolution of the Board unless the Board

. specifically designates other members of the Board or admlmstrabmn in its resolution to approve the
rgentract or legal document. -

" Publish: July 18, 2006 _

OE0B455430

¢

‘conversation’

reorganization and cost-sav-
ings plen. That plan, which
sparked a recall of five board
members in the Aug. 8 elec-
tion, has made many board
meetings contentious, making
it difficult for effective audi-
ence communication. “People
don’t get the feedback,” Scheel
said, and that leaves many
frustrated.

Initial limits on participants
will help ensure that the meet-
ings are productive, according
to Supt. Randy Liepa.
“Allowing either side to pack it
would not be appropriate,” he
said.

The board is announcing its
plans for the meetings, along
with plans for an “Asset
Utilization Committee” to lock
at district properties, in a spe-
cial mailer being sent to dis-
trict residents, The flier also
introduces each board mem-
ber.

“We really need to start
bringing this community back
together,” Scheel said.

dvarga@hometowntifecom | (734) 953-211%

shared faith,

‘Compassionate’ pastor

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

As pastor of St. Timothy

 Presbyterian Church in Livonia,

the Rev. Janet A. Noble-
Richardson touched the lives of
many.

The 44-year-old Plymouth
resident served the church for 18
years. On Tuesday, July 11,
Noble-Richardson died in a
three-car crash on the Ohio
Turnpike. She had been travel-
ing to a family cabin, friends
said, but never made it to her
destination, The fatal crash
occurred shortly before 10:30
p.m. near Brecksville, Ohio.

Ohio Highway Patrol Lt. Chris
Butis said it was raining when
Noble-Richardson apparently
lost control of her Ford Explorer
and hit the left median wall
while traveling the Ohio
Turnpike.

“After she struck the median,
her car came to rest in the left
lane with the lights out, and was
hit by an oncoming Toyota
Camry,” Butts said. “It hit her
rear quarter panel, spun the car
and ejected her. She was pro-
nounced dead on arrival to the
hospi

The news brought an entire
community together Wednesday
nightin Livonia. A memorial
service filled St. Timothy’s, said
Ron Hendry, a Livonia resident
and friend.

“People of all faiths were
there,” he said. “Catholics and
Methodists. They loved this
Iady.”

David Kourdt, a longtime
member of St. Timothy, served
on the committee with seven
other members when the church
was searching for a new pastor
18 years ago.

“There was a radiance about
her all the time,” he said. “She is
a true Christian, a true believer.”

Kourdt said Noble-
Richardson knew she had been
called to be a pastor. Her impact
surpassed St. Timothy’s walls,
She was active in the Presbytery
as a whole, Kourdt said. In a
group of more than 20 Detroit-
area Presbyterian churches, he
said she also made an impact on
her fellow clergy. “A number of
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love of life

them came and spoke about
what a wonderful person she
was (during Wednesday's serv-
ice),” he said. “She was so loved
by everyone, so compassionate.”

Hendry said: “She was the
reason we joined the church.
She was a wonderful woman.
Her charisma from the pulpit
effected everyone”

It certainly affected Evelyn
Ritenour and her husband, Don.
The Northville residents consid-
ered their pastor to be like a
daughter to them. :

Ritenour said she came to
know Noble-Richardson 16
years ago, shortly after she
became pastor at the Livonia
church. What struck Ritenour
the most was Noble-
Richardson’s love of children —
and the way that admiration wes
returned. _

In her time at St. Timothy, the
vacation bible school program
continued to grow and thrive,
according to Kourdt.

Ritenour noted that the
church members themselves
share a closeness “because of the
love Janet gave us all”

“Ministers have told us they
don’t know of another church as

dose,” Ritenour said. “We suffer, .

cry, rejoice and laugh together”

Her life was not without hard-

ship, Ritenour said. Noble-
Richardson had been battling
cancer and underwent
chemotherapy several times,
“We were all praying it would
disappear,” she said. “Our
prayers were answered. Not the
way we wanted them to be” |
Survivors include her hus-
band, Matthew Richardson;
father, the Rev. Robert Noble;
brother, Thomas (Margaret)

Noble; sister, Margaret (the Rev. -

Mark) Ruppert; and six nieces
and nephews, She was preceded
in death by her mother, Ethelyn.

Visitation will be 1-Q p.m.
Sunday at Harry J. Will Funeral
Home on Six Mile in Livonia.
Visitation at St. Timothy, at
16700 Newburgh, will be at 10
a.m. Monday, followed by servic-
es at 11 a.m. Memorial donations
may be sent to the church.

Staff writer Tony Bruscato contributed
to this report.
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Take your summer reading

- Observer & Ectentric | Sunday, July 16, 2006

Looming Medicaid changes

_crea,-e a cause for concern

program to a new level

onald Duck Sees South America”
That is not a statement, It is the title of
a book. It was one of the first books I

-ever read and I will never forget it, though I

haven’t seen it in nearly a half a century.

For whatever reason, that book made an
impression on me and began a lifelong love
affair with reading, and later,
writing.

Libraries around the
nation, including those right
here in the Birmingham-
Bloomfield area, are promot-
ing their summer reading
programs, We tend to look at
summer reading the same

Greg way we look as summer

and powerful, :

Both books are beautifully written and
demonstrate how simple words can be craft-
ed into compelling stories that can touch
your soul, :

Although many of the greatest novelists
were active in the 19th century, when read-
ing was a principal form of entertainment,
many modern novelists have created great
works, I found Leon Uris’ “Mile 187 utterly
enthralling. It is the rare kind of book that
led me to start reading first-thing Saturday
morning to pick up where I had lett off
Friday night. Based on fact, it tells the tragic
story of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising against
the Nazis in World War II.

This is powerful writing,

Kowalski movies — pretty lightweight Marjorie Rawling’s “The Yearlmg, from
$OWBISK) s StUff: Harold Robbins and 1938, is another superb piece of writing with

Batman.

There’s nothing wrong with that. I still
remember reading a wonderful science fic-
tion book called “Garbage World,” which was
set on a planet where everyone else tossed
their trash. Not exactly great literature, but it
was enjoyable and I didn’t feel I wasted my
time reading it.

But I still have a fondness for the classies,
and I encourage everyone who has an inter-
est int great reading, writing or storytelling to
check out the great books. Long ago I
embarked on a journey of reading every clas-
sic novel that has ever been written. It's a
subjective list to an extent, although many
are generally recognized as classics — “Moby
Dick,” “War and Peace,” “David Copperfield, v
and “Huckleberry Finn,” for example,

Those are wonderful books, but only repre-
sent the standards. There is a whole set of
other classics that are generally overlooked
that are definitely worth checking out.

One of my ali-time favorites is “Sister
Carrie” by Theodore Dreisler. Published in
1900 it was guite scandalous in its day, but it
one of the most remarkable pieces of writing
I have ever encountered. It offers an incredi-
bly vivid portrait of late 19th century
America, perha.ps unmatched anywhere. In a
similar vein, “MeTeague,” Frank Norris’ natu-
ralistic novel from the same period, is gritty

one of the most memorable endings I've
encountered in a bock.

And there are so many more: Ignazio
Silone’s “Bread and Wine,” Ken Kesey's
“Sometimes @ Great Notion,” Peter
Maithiessen’s “Far Tortuga,” Carson
McCuller's “The Heart is a Lonely Hunter,”
and for the truly adventurous, Stendahl’s
“The Red and the Black,” are just a few.

Recently Henry Roth’s “Call it Sleep” resur-
faced again after being periodically ignored
for the last 70 years. It is an amazingly rich
story of early 20th century immigrant life in
New York. Read it, and you feel like you are
there, All of these books open up whole new
vistas to us. They take us from the Caribbean
to the ghettos of New York and Warsaw, or to
the mountains of the Northwest, And they
show us the range of human — and inhuman
— experiences,

Every time I get the uppity feeling that I
am a good writer, 1 pick up one of these
books and am put back into place. This isn't
just writing. It is artistry.

Make your summer reading program one
to remember. Check out some really great
books.

Greg Kowalski is ed'itor of the Birmingham Eccentric.
He can be reached af (248} 901-2570 or by e-mail at
gkowalski®@hometownlife.com.

| ery sa often, Congress changes the rules
-of Medicaid eligibility for nursing home
coverage. In recent years, the law has

been rela.tlvely stable, with no changes in fed~

eral law since 1993..

In our collective experience of 35 years of
practicing elder law we have never seen such
drastic and detrimental
changes in the law when it
comes to providing benefits to
our elderly, disabled and the
poor.

In February, President Bush’
signed the 2005 Deficit-
Reduction Act (DRA), which
includes changes that tighten
Medicaid asset transfer rules -
and affect Medicaid eligibility
= for nursing home care. These
changes have not yet been
enacted in Michigan. -

' Here is a brief summary of
some of the expected changes
in the law. When and how
these looming laws are inter-
preted and applied in
Michigan remains to be seen.
Some of the most significant
changes are:

E A lengthened lockback
period. States previously used
a three-year period to examine the financial
records of Medicaid applicants and determine
if asset transfers (gifts) were for less than fair
market value. Under the DRA, the lookback
period will be changed to five years.

M Altered start of penalties. For assets
transfers that are less than fair market value,
the penalty period will now begin at the date
the individual would otherwise have been eli-
gible for Medicaid, but for the asset transfers,
rather than the date of the asset transfer
itself,

Charitable and political contributions as
well as innocent gifts to family are types of
transfers that could result in an Medicaid
ineligibility penalty.

For example, a fairly healthy grandma gives
her granddaughter $20,000 to assist with her
college education,

Three years later grandma has a stroke and
requires nursing home care and over the next
18 months spends her life savings on her own
care. Forty-eight months after her gift to
granddaughter, grandma is now out of assets
and applies for Medicaid.

She will be penalized for about four months
before she will receive Medicaid benefits, even
though she has no more money to pay for her
care. How her care will be paid for during the

Don

Danielie

four- month perlod of 1nehgl\b111ty is ar .Qn‘es
guess.

B New test of home equity, Medzcmd prew
ously disregarded the value of a primary ¥
dence in counting assets. Under the DRA,;
individuals with more than $500,000 in .
home equity will be ineligible for Medicaid
nursing home benefits. The states do have the
option of raising the threshold to $750,000.

il Treatment of annuities. Changes made
concerning annuities are very complex and as
of this date it is unclear on how they will be

" interpreted. The gist of these changes isto

provide a requirement that the state be
named as a remainder beneficiary to the
extent medical services have been paid by
Medicaid, Previously, federal government

(cPwReGe) AT .

treated certain annuities as exempt assets and |

did not require that the government be named

as the beneﬁ(:la.ry

@l New proof of citizenship requirements.
Finally, the new Medicaid laws require indi-
viduals to provide satisfactory documentary
evidence of citizenship or nationality when
1n1tla.11y a.pplymg for Medicaid or upon a
recipient’s first Medicaid redetermination.

. This portion of the law is very troubling in
_ that there are many persons who were born

overseas or in the South who do not have a
birth certificates.

Currently, these laws are not in effect in
Michigan. It is expected that they will not
become effective until sometime in the late
fall or early 2007. The message from our gov-
ernment is obvious: One needs to plan and
plan early or you will have to “go it” on your
own. The best time to plan is before Michigan
implements these changes. You should realize

that even though there are new laws looming,,

there are still many ways that you cah legally
and effectively save the assets. This will con-
tinue to be true even when the new laws are

finally effective. s

A person’s goal should always be to provxde
the greatest quality of care to themselves and |

their loved ones at the least cost to them and ¢

their family. This goal can be accomplished
even if one is already in a nursing home.

Remember, it is never too late to plan, In light |

of these new laws, it is now more important
than ever to work with an experienced elder
law attorney,

Don L. Rosenberg and Danielle B, Mayoras are the o
founders of The Center for Eider Law. More Information: -

can be found at The Center's web site, www.thecenter- © ©

forelderlaw.comor by calling (248) 641-PLAN. If you

would like to be kept advised of new developments and ----

other eider law information, you can subscribe to the
center's free internet news|etter.
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