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State pmbes onstruction worker’s death”

EY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

State authorities are investigating the death of
a 27-year-old construction worker who was
killed when he grabbed a power line as he start-
ed falling from a metal scaffold,

Sheldon Schooler, 27, of Ypsilanti died when
thousands of volts of electricity surged through
his body shortiy before 5 p.m. last Friday, police
Sgt. David Heater said.

Schooler and another worker were installing
vinyl siding near the peak of a two-story house
being built at 128 N. Hix, north of Cherry Hill,
Heater said.

“He apparently lost his balance, and to keep
himself from falling he apparently 1nstmct1ve1y
reached back and grabbed onto the wu'es,
Heater said:

Schooler’s body plunged to the ground- aﬂer
he grabbed the wire with his bare hands,:and
authorities said he was dead when para.medlcs
arrived.

Schooler was described as a father of. two who
was estranged from his wife, who was li%nng
with the children in North Carolina. He was
working on a house for builder Michael '
Petryczkowycz.

State officials are investigating the work szte,
including whether the house was being built too

close to power lines, said Anthony Allam, safety
section supervisor for the Michigan
Occupational and Health Administration.

“We are investigating, and it’s too soon to say,
Allam said Monday. “No determination has

A been made. Ft could take weeks.”

>{#ider further questioning, Allam estimated -
that the investigation will take at least four
weeks. He ¢onfirmed that, in general, a house

_.shouldn’t be built within' 10 ‘feet of a power line.

Criminal charges - if any - would come from
the Michigan Attorney General’s Office, said

. Westland police Sgt. Michael Harhold.

Harhold was told by DTE Energy that

eIectnc1ty

“He apparently lost his balance, and, had the
wires not been there, he might have fallen to the
ground,” Heater said.

Such power lines may or may not be insulat-
ed, Allam said, and their condition mayhe
affected by age, weather and other factors.

Schooler’s co-worker told police that he tried
to shove the victim free of the power line.
Schooler suffered third-degree burns.

The accident also was seen by a woman who
was driving and who had stopped near the con-
struction site to wait for a train to pass, police
said.

LR R g A

Schooler’s body was hit by at least 7,000 volts of

delem@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532110

Karri and Matt Baebe and their son, John Kent, will take their 1968 Chevy Chevelte to the Detroit Autorama. They also plan to race it this spring at Milan

Dragway.

Couple rev up purple Chevelle for Autorama

BY DARRELL. CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Matt and Karri Anne Beebe of
Westland are ready to roll their 1968
Chevy Chevelle into this weekend’s
Detroit Autorama,

With help from their friends their 15-
year-old son, John Kent, the couple
worked tirelessly to get their purple race
car ready for America’s greatest hot rod
show,

“We started it up at midnight last night

for the first time,” Karri Beebe said
Monday afterncon.
They bought the car 15 months ago for

$1,800. It didn’t even have a motor ora
transmission.

“It was pretty much in pieces,” said
Matt Beebe, a 38-ygar-old Garden City
native who admitted, “T live, sleep, eat

" and breathe cars.”

Lately, he has worked in the garage of
the couple’s home on Beechnut until 3
a.m.,, stealing four hours of sleep before

rising for his job as a maintenance tech-

nician.

Matt Beebe entered a'dune buggy in
the 1997 Autorama, but this will be the
first time he and his wife have placed a
car in the competition.

They will face competition in a a class

called “bracket racer.” Officials say that,
in all, more than 1,000 hot rods, custom
cars, trucks, vans and motorcycles will
enter Autorama.

The 54th annual show, sponsored by
Murray's Discount Auto Stores, will rev
up at Cobo Center in Detroit on Friday
through Sunday.

Matt Beebe has a simple reason for
choosing to buy a 1968 Chevelle, “That’s
the wife's favorite car.”

Karri Beebe, a 35-year-old accountant
recalls riding in one when she was 16
years old, She grew up in West

PLEASE SEE AUTORAMA, A5

and others fled the busmess

With Meijer's help, G~|enn'get§¢ new band uniforms

BY DARRELL CLEM band Director Scott Cramer With financial support from Band members will unveil
STAFF WRITER said, the Westland Mel_]er, the their new uniforms for their
_ ' That will change this spring ~ marching’ band is expected to first school-based event in
Band uniforms worn by John  when the Rocket Marching don its new uniforms intime  * August during a football game.
Glenn High School's marching  Band receives 150 new uni- for & Memorial Day parade “We'll be showing off the new
band have become s0 worn and * forms sporting the school’s organized by Wayne-Westland  uniforms during our first home
torn, it's enough to leave these  patriotic colors - red, white area war veterans. football game against Canton,”
young musicians playing “rag-  and blue. “We're going to march inthe  Sedik said.
time.” “We're expecting delivery by ~ Memorial Day pa.rade even if Itllbea long-awmted
“They’re’in pretty poor con- the end of April or the begin- it's 110 degrees,” said Eric moment for the Rocket
dition - the seams are pulling ning of May,” Glenn Principal Fahlgren, president of a band
out, the material is worn thin,”  Joan Sedik said Monday. boosters organization. PLEASE SEE UNIFORMS, AS
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Man arraigned
in salon shootmg

BY DARREL!. CL.EM
STAFF WRITER

A shooting suspect, angry that his estranged wife would-
n't quit her job at a Westland nail salon, had threatened her
long before he opened fire Tuesday in her workplace, police
said. -

“She hadn't talked to him in over a month but the last -
time he talked to her, he told her that she wouldn’t live past
February,” police Sgt. James Dexter said Wednesday.

Tuesday was the last day of the month.

But, when 32-year-old Andy Nguyen took a’40-caliber
handgun into Golden Nails - a busy salon near Merriman
and Cherry Hill - it was owner Dung Hoang that he is
accused of confronting and woundlng for refusing to fire
his wife, Dexter said.

Nguyen of Dearborn Heights was arraigned Wednesday
afternoon by Westland 18th District Judge C. Charles
Bokos on charges of assault with intent fo murder, felo-
nious assault and felony firearms.

Bokos denied bond and ordered
Aﬂdv Nguyen of Nguyen jailed until he returns to

. court March g for a preliminary
D earbﬂm Helghts hearing that will determine )
i whether he should stand trial. The
was arralqned defendant could face life in pnson
Wednesday, if convicted.
Hoang had refused to fire

Nguyen’s wife, police Lt. James Ridener said. “He wouldn’t’
fire her because she was a good employee.”
Nguyen is accused of going into the nail selon at 1:23

p.m. Tuesday, pointing a .40-caliber Smith & Wesson at _

Hoang's face and pulling the trigger. X
It didn't initially fire, Ridener said. “It just went click”
-The incident unfolded near the back of the salon as

Hoang was eating his lunch, Ridener said. Nguyens wife -

Police say Nguyen racked the guiy i gts into t.he
gun'’s chamber, and the two meh started fighting as Hoang
tried to get control of the gun, Dexter said.

Hoang was hit on the head with the gun, Dexter said,
and Nguyen is accused of firing four shots,

“They were ﬁghtmg when the shots went off]” Dexter
said, ~
Three shots missed Hoang, hlttmg the ceiling and wall, ™
but Dexter said it is believed that a fourth bullet grazed the

. victim’s right ear. Hoang also had a cut on his head a.nd

gun powder burns on his face.

“He's very lucky to be alive,” Dexter said.

As the two men struggled, Hoang mana.ged to get the
upper hand, Ridener said. - .

“Ultimately, he did take the gun away from the suspect,”
Ridener said.

Nguyen fled through a rear door of the salon and then
ran around to the front parking lot, just as police arrived at
the strip mall where the incident happened, Dexter said.

Nguyen's wife and others pointed to the suspect, who was
taken into custody.

The handgun still had eight rounds in'the ¢lip when .
police recovered it, Dexter said. “He had another clip with
13 bullets in his pocket "

fclem®hometowniife.com | (734) 953-2110
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‘Athletes’ compete
in Nursery Olympics

It’s a toddler's dream come
true.

They can ride their Big
Wheels indoors, throw food on
the floor and basically just
have a grand old time at the
annual Nursery School
Olympics.

. Sponsored by the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department, Westland Civitan
Club, Westland Junior .
Civitans, Dads Athletic Club of
Westland and the Westland
Jaycees, youngsters ages 18
months to 5 years can go for
the gold, so to speak, 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, March 4, at the
Bailey Recreation Center.

Some of the activities
include the Big Wheel Grande
Prix, the Marshmallow Shot
Put and the [-Did-A-Red
Hurdles. ‘

Volunteers from a variety of
organizations help youngsters
work their way through the
Olymipic course. The activities
are noncompetitive and each
child receives a certificate of

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 2, 2006

They can ride their Big
Wheels indoors, throw food
on the floor and basically
just have a grand old time
at the annual Nursery
School Ofympics.

participation, according to
recreation Supervisor
Margaret Martin who is hop-
ing for a good turnout.

“We had 93 kids last year, I
aiming for 100 this year,” she
said.

Registration can be complet-
ed in advance at the Bailey
Recreation Center, located
behind the Westland City Hall.
The cost is $4 per athlete, par-
ents and spectators are free of
charge.

Athletes also can sign up to
compete up to 11:30 a.m. the
day of the event. For more
information, call the recreation
department at (734) 722-7620.

Colleen Harding of Westland helps her son Tommy hunt for dinosaur eggs and
other things in the Dino Dig at the Nursery School Olympics.

Please recycle

Dr. Seuss focus of
library’s readathon

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

. Today is Dr, Seuss’ birthday
— he would have been 102 —
sa a celebration’s in order at
the Westland library.

At 2:30 p.m, today, there
will be a 102-minute rea-
dathon at the William P:
Faust Public Library of
Westland, on Central City
Parkway between Warren and
Ford. ’

Advance registration isn’t
required and birthday cake
will be served.

“Everyone’s welcome to
attend,” children’s librarian
Lisa Hausman said of the all-
ages program,

“We're breaking all the rules
of the library,” she said, refer-
ring to the eating and noise
that is being allowed at the
library during midwinter
break.

On Saturday, Feb. 25, per-
cussionist Kevin Collins visit-
ed the library for a fun-filled
session. “We had Kevin

Collins and he did African

drumming and da.ncmg,

Hausman said. ‘
Families practiced on the

drums, and learned a little

Swahili,

- “It was loud in the-library,
she said, “We had the beat
going.”

Wayne-Westland schools
are out this week and the
library’s a popular gathering -
spot for kids and families.
There was a family storytime -
Monday evening and a
Tuesday craft activity,

Stephanie Condron of
Westland visited Monday
afternoon with' 6-year-old son
Garrett, who is home-
schooled. “Normally, he used
to always come with his aunt,
but his aunt moved away,” she
said. They like to check out
‘books and save money not
buying them.

“And he likes their games,”
Condron said. Her son con-
firmed that by exclaiming
“I'm doing good” while play-
ing on the computer,

For information on library

HENMNRY FRID WY AN
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activities, call (734) 326-6123.

| 41700 Michigan Ave. « Canton « 734-397-8122

CORRECTION

A story in last week’s sports
section should have noted that,
Livonia Franklin earned Class
A team wrestling titles in the
1990, 1991 and 1992 seasons,
The 2006 title was the Patriots'
fourth in school history.

BARNETT

== Rooflug and Siding Inc. waam
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL

Certainteed Select Shingie Roofer
Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner
Professional Roofer Advisory Council

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years

See Us at
THE CANTON
ROME SHDW q

Mar. 4-5

OE0B416034

Can your bank top this?

APY*

H-Month Certificate of Deposit

4 2 5 APY*

4-Month Certificate of Deposit
Federally insured by NCUA

L LT LA LA st 130 ARt A8 T S 8 8 N 10 018N 0 b cmee LAt e 00 000 1 it

hen I left my bank for Cbmmunity Choice
Credit Union, it was to get better treatment.
Little did I realize Id also earn more interest on my
CDs. So, if you want one-on-one personal service and

1-877-243-2528
Livonia * Redford
New branch at Ann Arbor Traif
and Wayne Road now open

great rates, the choice can be yours.
Everyone is welcome!

Internet Banking Online Bili Payment 28

Mortgages

www.communitychoicecu.org

‘e i e 1 LS *The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of date of publication and is ] .
N u A « subject to change. APY available only for Direct Choice Checking or Premivum : aM
Yeou e i Liinicruin Checking account holders, otherwise rate is reduced by 1/4%. Minimum l h -
ey balance 'of 3500 is required, Penalty for early withdrawnl, Other terms available. e Ch oice. Can Be Yours

/ Leather...
The Look and the Feel!

Right now we are displaying updated designs thar are
spirited, beauriful and comfortable. The new styles, colors
and leathers are well-suited to the demands of today’s
lifestyles.

Sofas, chairs, recliners can be yours now ac

SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS'

Since rsaa

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 e Tues., Wed,, Sat. 10-6 * Sun. 1-5

This is the best time to save... N OW Save 5 O%
Whiker/ lS’uzmbc’rg

g fine furniture
240 N, Main Screet » PLYMOUTH e (734) 459-1300

TELAIFI20

*With credit approval e See store for details Sale ends 3/12/06
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Croquet,

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER.

“I'm not a witch, I'm a
< queen,’ said Sharon

crown on her head for empha
sis. “That’s what the kids calle
me today.”

It's an easy mistake to mak
since she has made a name fo
herself playing the viliain - or

“a stupid fellow” - in the amnu;
& al Plymouth-Canton Branch »f

E the American Association of
University Women chlldren’%
play.

This year is no different. Sie
may be decked out as a queep,
E but she’s the Red Queen whi 1s
g forever yellmg “off with thei
t heads” in the group’s presena-
tion of Alice in Wonderlan

Yor 47 years, the organiz
tion has been presenting clil-

Plymouth s Sharon Belobraidich enjoys yelling “off with their heads” as the
Red Oieen in Alice in Wonderland.

ing classies like Pinocchio,
Snow White and Alice in |
Wonderland and crafting pour-
long “AAUW versions.” |

This yeat’s installment will
be presented at 7:30 p.y
= Thursday-Friday, Marct 9-10,
and 10 a.m,, 1 and 3 p.ny
Saturday, March 11, at Garden
City High School’s O’ Leu'y
Auditorinm.

“We tried to lengthey and
£ add to Alice, we have iddition-
E  al commentary from né story-
teller and added three flowers
who smg ’ said MickeyEdell,
who is sharing d1rect§g duties
with Pam Dean, “We'e added
more audience particpation
because the adults asyell as
the kids enjoy it.” - |

Preparation for thj year's
production began lag summer
when the seript was{pdated.
Tryouts were held inOctober.
The twice-a~week rgiearsals
began last month.
= “Wetry to get as pany mem-
. bers involved as po ible,” said
Dean. “Some makepll the cos-
tumes, others take fare of the
house and provid’rg lunch.

There are some rrgmbers who

don’t like to be os stage, but we

need them for thir expertise.”
“We yank in ewrybody we

Tweedle Dum Helene Lusa of Livenia and Tweedle Dee Trisha Carney of
Plymouth rehearse their fines from the AAUW’s production of Afice in
Wonderfand.

ENERGYER
answers m

antpayyour
~ heating hill?

- >CALL800-477- soso Now

The cost of natural gas to heat your hu e will be high-
er this year. If you're worried about hoy you're going
to pay your heaﬁng bills and keep yoi‘_j family warm
this winter, you should know that heligs available
from the state of Michigan. : 3 [

The Michigan Home Heating Credj fhe.lps fow-
income families pay their winter heatig bills. You

may be eligible for assistance, But d@rft wait. The

Call to request our free brochure
on assistance programs. Or view
it online.

time to apply is now, For more infoririation visit
consumersenergy. conﬂenergya:swers oraall
" 800-477-5050. A customer service npresentatwe is

ready to help.

consumersenerqgy.com/energyans
. gy-com/en gyanswers CountonUs
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Belobraldlch tapping the gol

dren’s theater productionsjtak-:

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Becky Copenhaver of Canton will play the White Rabbit in the Plymouth-Canton AAUW's version of Alice in

- can to help,” added Edell.

Belobraidich can relate,
While keeping her crown in
place, she was bending over the
piano, coaching Jan Branton
with the music.

She started out doing that 35
years ago, but five years in
found her niche on stage, play-
ing such dastardly roles as
Captain Hook in Peter Pan, the
Queen in Cinderella and the
Giant in Jack and the
Beanstalk or as the brainless
Scarecrow in The Wizard of Os.

“I couldn’t be Alice, I have to
be someone who's stupid with
no brains or mean,” said the
retired first-grade teacher. “I
don’t know how to be nice”

Members all say that it’s the
camaraderie that makes doing
the play so much fun, but it's
the reaction of the kids that
makes it exira special, Scenes
are written to put the charac-
ters in the audience, and when
the play is over, they're in the
lobby to meet and greet the
audience.

“We have a lot of members of
the audience who come back
every year,” said Edell, “They'll
go through the line and tell you
you did this last year, you did
this in this play. It’s a combina--
tion of doing something for the
community and celebrating the
arts.”

The pldest member of the
cast is Sylvia Rozian, who is
doing & reprise of her very first
role. She's the caterpillar.
Melissa Uhl is the youngest
member and has been involved
in AATUW plays for 35 years
plus. '

“I was here in womb,” said
Uhl, who is following in her
mother’s footsteps.

Another mother-daughter
pairing is stage manager Jan
Carney and daughter Trisha,
who plays Tweedle Dee.

“I'm so glad to see mothers
passing the commitment to
AAUW on to their daughters,”
Edell said.

For a second year, the
AAUW is offering a program

- Driscoll’s
California
Strawberries

*1.99..

after the 10 a.m. show .
Saturday with activities to helpx _
Girl Scouts and Brownies earn~
their theater badges. Last year; .
45 Scouts turned out to try out™
makeup and get up on stage,

“We have a whole planwe "=
follow;” said Edell. “There’s .-
only two activities they need to -
do to complete it” '

Tickets are priced at $6 a.nd
are available at The Book

- Cellar & Cafe, 840 W, Ann

Arbor Trail in Plymouth, and
at Fanatic U at 30409 Ford in-*

- Garden City. They're also avall- 2 |

able at the door.

“It’s amazing how it comes
together,” said Edell, watching
a rehearsal that was minus an
ailing Alice. “As a director, you
get nervous the week of the
play because it's chactic”

“But after the first perform-
ance you say who are these
people and where did the come
from?” added Dean. “It all
comes together perfectly”

smason@hametownlife.com | (734) 953-2112 '

Dole

$ Classic Romaine or
Hearts of Romaine

$400

10 oz. ba

Driscoll’s
Blueberries

51b.bag

_-i \/‘:;I\.b.. ;

Avanti Wines

Pinot Grigio, Merlot and

readable
SpCheese

24,00

Pillar Box Red
Thishold Aussie Red Bled
k pea B

2T 00 2

15 oz can

Low Sodium & Low
Cholesteral

6”

Spring
Potted Tulips

Hyacinths, D:

- *5.99..

Columbian

Odl]s Reg'ulacr & Flavored Sprmg Bouquets

Fresk ted ot
Our Store Daily!
Come in for

$6 g9

Byrds Choice Meats!

Stuffed Pork Chogl or Stuffed Pork...................$3.69 1b.
Stuffed with Byrd's '

Butterball Flaver Turkey Breast
Italian, Cajun, Lemon Pepper & Peppered.......$5.69 1b.

omemade Stuffing

Sliced to your liking

33006 W, Seven Mile * Livonia 248- 478-8380

Please recycle this newspaner

Come inio Joe’s...for a wide selection of fresh fruits and vegetables,
- Joe’s also offers a variety of domestic and imported wines. Come in
, ahd see our Cellared Wine Selection. Our Wine Consultant Frank
R will be happy to assist you.

Prices Good Through March 5, 2006

Joe’s Produce

33152 W. Seven Mile
‘Livonia, Ml 48152
www.joesproduce.com

_(248) 477-4333 |

CEQBA168A2
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Lutheran High hosts

arts and craft show

There may be a winter chill in the air, but it will be a Spring

Celebration at Lutheran High School Westland Saturday, March
4, when the Boosters Assqciation host and arts and crafts show.
. The juried show will be g a.m. to 4 p.m. at the schoo! at 33300,

Cowan Road east of Wayne Road in Westland.

The Spring Celebration arts and craft show will feature quality
‘hand-crafted items and feature such artzsts as Jim Williams of

Highland.

Williams does oil paintings of area landmarks. A self-taught

impressionist realist painter whose work depicts a style that is

partly derived from the study of classical 19th and 20th century
American and European artists, he currently is the 20086 featured

artist at Parkside Gallery in Plymouth.

Bunny bowl

Children will have a chance

" to bowl with the Easter Bunny

1-3 p.m. Saturday, April 1, at
Town & Couniry Bowling
Alley, at Wayne and Avondale. -

Cost is $7, and children must
have adult supervision. The
cost includes one game of
bowling and shoes, one slice of
pizza or one hot dog, and pop.
Tickets may be purchased by
calling (734) 722-6478.

The event is being sponsored
by junior and youth members
of Grange No. 388. Part of the
proceeds will go to AAA Crisis

"AROUND WESTLAND

. nonmembers for a buffet din-
sner with beer, wine, pop, and
..daneing to live entertainment.
“The event is for people age 60 .

and older. Call (734) 728-5010
for more information.

Pancake Breakfast

The Westland Senior
Resources Department will
have an all-you-can-eat pan-
cake breakfast 8:30-11 a.m.
Thursday, March 3, at the sen-
ior Friendship Center on
Newburgh Road south of Ford.

“The cost will be $4 for but-
ternilk pancakes, multigrain

The show also will feature a kid’s craft corner, face painting, Pregnancy Center. pancakes, bacon, sausage and
hourly door prize drawings, entertainment by Lutheran High S di beverage. The public is invited
Chamber Singers and small group of student performers, , enior dinners to attend,

Lunch also will be available and will feature a “Maurice” salad The Wayne Ford Civic

Author speaks

like J.L. Hudson’s used to serve and homemade rolis from the
. Cozy Café in Plymouth., Admission is $2.
For more infonnatioq, call ('734) 422-2090.

League is offering a dinner for
seniors noon to 3:30 p.m.

" Sunday, March 5.and 19, atthe  at Ss‘ Simon and Jude Catholi

league hall, 1645 N. Wayne Chmph in Westland will host a
Road, Westland. The price is presentatlon by nationally -
$8 for members and $10 for known author Angela

Bonavoglia at 7 p.m. Friday,
Marcl 17, at the church, 32500
Palmer. Bonavoglia wrote
Good Catholic Girls, a book
about how women are leading
thefight to change the Catholic
Church, Her talk is open to the
public.

Dancing classes

Dancing Singles in associa-
tion with;the Westland Parks
and Recréation Department is

PRESENTING A BANK WITH A NAME YOU

ALREADY TRUST.

Welcome to State Farm Bank® Where you
already have a trusted connegrion — me. And you
can bark by Inerner, phare or mail. Call me for
nformation and find out bow it feels when
your bank treats you like 2 good neighbor.

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE™

Good Neighbor.

GREAT RATES.

Looking for great rates and a secure place to grow
your money? Call your local State Farm-agent today for
more information about a CD from State Farm Bank®.

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

Ken Wagner, CLU, ChCE, LUTTCF
State Farm Agent

90 days 4,30%APY* 31756 Newburgh Rd. . offering beginner square dance
1 year 4.45%APY* | March 6, 4t the Bailey

Y "ano . . g Bﬂlk Recreation Center, 36651 Ford.
2 years 4.50%APY s e oo umiczmon The class will be at 7 p.m., fol-
3 years 4.55%APY™ g somep T et ] lowed by the workshop at 8:15
4 years 4.60%APY™ s L LOPMINGTON, LLINOLS » taiefim.com p-m. Cost is $30 for six wecks.
5 years 4.65%APY* For more information, call Ray

Wiles at (313) 383-2783.

i
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CITY OF GARD%IN CITY

ETATS FARM

Bank.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.

INIUIAKCE

2006 BOARD OF REVIEW DATES

mham &

NOTICE IS HERERBY GIVEN TO all property owlners of the City of
Garden City that the Board of Review will meetlin session on the
following date and time to examine the assessénent roll for the
current year: '

. *Anmual Percentage Yields as of 2/22/36. Rates subject to change without notice. Minimurm
batance to opan an account and obitain the statdd APY is $500. Rates apply to deposits less

than $100,000. A penalty may be imposed for & withdrawal prior to maturity. Certificates

aytomatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate.for the same term.

tatefarmcon® 080

51035 STATE FARM BANK  HOME DFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, HLINQIS «

Tuesday March 7, 2006 9:00 a.m,
The Board of Review will meet in session on the following days and

times to hear appeals on the 2006 assessment roll:

GARDEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
‘ 8000 MIDDLEBELT
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be
sold at Public Auction on Tuesday, March 7, 2006 at 9:00 AM. The

NOTE: Meetings located in THE GARDEN CITY POLICE
DEPARTMENT CONFERENCE ROOM w1th late night
appointments on Tuesday & Wednesday

N s . Monday March 13, 2006 9:00am -5:00pm
w::éf;nas It&bzg?glsd at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., Tuesday March 14, 2008 1:00pm- 9:00pm
’ ’ Wednesday ~ March 15, 2006 1:00pm- 9:00pm
Please Note; The bidding will start at the towing and storage Thursday March 16, 2006 9:00am -5:00pm
charges. Friday March 17, 2008 9:00am —5:00pm
YEAR & MAKE STYLE VIN#
1995 Dodge Neon 2 Dr 1B3ES4208SD211099 be received by Moriday, March 13, 2006.
1995 Ford Taurus 4 Dr 1FALP52U18G 120427 . ) :
1989 lwe],,cury 4 Dr 2MEBM76F8KX 725660 Tentative ratios and factors for the 2006 tax year are. ?‘
1?89 Pontiac sw 1G2AF81W8K6222956 CLASS PRELIMINARY PRO. JE CTED
Publish: March 2, 2006 ORoas13IM ASSESSMENT EQUALIZATION
RATIO FACTOR
Commercial 45.10 % 1.1086 {,;
CITY OF WESTLAND Industrial 47.41% 1.0546 |
, Residential 49.21 % 10000 !
INVITATION TO BID Personal Property 50.00% 1.0000 ;°

Taxes are paid on TAXABLE value, which is the lower assessed
value or capped value, unless there is a property transfer. The
capped value 18 based on the CPI (Consumer Price Index), which
will increase 3.3% for 2008, As a result, all Taxable Values will
increase 3.3% unlesg there has been a transfer of ownership or an
addition to the property. : )

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Westland
Purchasing Division, 36601 Ford Road Westland, Michigan 48185,
on or before Marc for the following (no
exceptions will be made for late ﬁhngs).

Software for Recreation Department

The 2008 Asaessment Roll will be open for inspection from March 7,
2006 through March 10, 2006 in the assessment office from 8: 30
a.m. to 12:30 p. m. andlSOpm to 5:00 p.m.. i

Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained
from the Purchasing Office. Please direct questions pertaining to
specifications to Robert Kosowski, Parks & Recreation Director at

734-467-3255. The City of Westland reserves the right to reject any ALLYSO;N BETTIS

or all bids.
Dwayne R. Harrigan TEASURER-CLERK

. H
Publish: March 2, 2006 - Controller oEoerssn Publish: February 26, Mazch 2, and 5, 2008 _ T ornass

Round dance classes, cover-
ing a variety of dance rhythms
and choreogra pﬁled step rou-
tlnes, are availz
evenings at the Bailey Center.
The cost is $12 per month.

Round dances also are being
held 6-9 p.m. Sunday, March 5,
May 7, July 9 and Sept. 10, and

. cost $3 per person, Phase 2
and 3 and somie easy Phase 4
dances will be featured. For
more information, call Judy at
(734 422-8738.

Quilt Show

. The Plymouth/Westland
Grange 389 is holding its:
fourth annual spring quilt. - -
show, workshop and classes 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, April
22, at the senijor Friendship:

The Education Commission ‘/enter, 1119 N. Newburgh, -
Wi

estland,

appliqué (cost is $25) and
techniques for a peony and
vine wall hanging (cost is $55),
as well as a special quilt project

. for children (cost is $6). Pre-
register by April 19,

There will be a demonstra-
tion of yarns and new products
by Hancock Fabrics and a dis-
play of quilts. Velda Kirby of .
Make It Sew will speak at a
quilt luncheon that costs $10.

For $1, people can enters
quilts to be judged in such cat-
egories as antique, mixed tech-
nique, mixed medium, single
technique, group quilting,
quilted clothing, wall ha.ngmg
and unfinished top.

Admission is $1 in advance
and $2 at the door.

For more information, call
Sharon Strebbing at (734) 722~
4857 after 6 p.m.

Art Auction

The Wayne Rotary Club and
Wayne Parks and Recreation
Department are sponsoring an
Art Auction, featuring art in ail
media and price ranges. It will
be Friday, March 24, at the
Wayne Community Centery
4635 Howe, Wayne,

There will be a preview at

: 6: 30 p-m., followed by the aue-

tion at 7:30 p.m. Admission is

© $10 per person which includes

le Wednesday -

door prizes, silent auction,

' wine and cheese, hors d'oeu-
* yres, dessert a.nd coffee and
‘ cash bar.

Proceeds will beneﬁt the
Playscape for Rotary Park No.

1. For tickets or for more infor-

mation, call {734) 721—74.00
Open houses - ‘ ‘

St. Damian School Wl lh st

. its.annual open hpuse f:l-&xq
* noon to 2 p.m. Sunday, March

scHool St. Damian is
‘enrollment for all classes at the
school at 29891 Joy between

12./An accredited Catl;z%lc

. Middlebelt and Merriman. It

offers 3- and 4-year-old pre- .

. school, full-day kindergarten
. and grades one-eight. For
There will be classes in hand |

more information, call (734}

~ 427-1680.

B Willow Creek Co-Op
Preschool will have and open
house 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, March
14, at the preschool in Kirk of
Our Savior Church, 36660
Cherry Hill, Westland. For
more 1nf0rmat10n, ca]l (734<)
326-0078. {

Free seminar

Vickey Foley, marketing
director and development, and
Penny Thomas, director of
social service, both with
Community Hospice, will
explain advanced directives, at’

- afree seminar at 2 p.m.

Saturday, March25, in
Meeting Room A/B of the
Westland public library, 6123
Central City Parloway,
Sometimes called living
wills, advanced directives are
documents which'state a per-

son’s wishes on such things as

extreme measures, feeding .
tubes and ventilators.

Bonnie Hilberer, an
advanced planning funeral
professional with Vermeulen
Funeral Homes, also will be
there to explain options for
funeral preplannning.

Call (734) 326-6123,

epting -

Publisk: February 26 & March 2, 2008

CITY OF WESTLAND
2006 BOARD OF REVIEW SCHEDULE

Tuesday, March 7 & Thursday, March 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. and from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 8 & Friday, March 10 from 9:30 a.m. to noon and
from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m.

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
Friday, March 10 from 9:30 a.m. to noon and from 1:30-to 4:00 p.m.

Appointments can be made beginning February 27, 2006 by calling '
(734) 467-3160 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday thru Friday. Written
appeals must be received by 2 p.m. on Friday, March 10, 2006,
Meetings are held at Westland City Hall, 2nd Floor -
Council Chambers at 36601 Ford Rd.’

T,

OEDS11487

from the Purchasing Office.

or all bids,

Publish: March 2, 2006

CITY OF WESTLAND
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Westland
Purchasing Division, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan 48185,
on or before March 16, 2006, at 10:30 a.m. for the following {no
exceptions will be made for late filings):-

Picnic Shelter

Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained
Please direct questionis pertaining to
specifications to Robert Kosowski, Parks & Recreation Director at
734-467-32565. The City of Westland reserves the right to reject any

Dwayne R. Harrigan
Controller

DE0B413843

How a 3-month certificate lets you

1
I
|

The way réte!s are increasing, yonh may not want your money
tied up in a long-term investment. So a DFCU Financial
3-month certificate offers the perfect solution ~ a great rate and
a short term. If rates increase again, yoU‘II be free to take
advantage of them sooner. You won't need special powers to
predict what you'll earn, either, because your rate is

guaranteed, with no hidden surprises.

| Financial Fact:
Rates on certificates have
risen dramatically in the
last six months.

Stop.by a branch or call us at 313.336.2700 or toll free at’
888.336.2700 outside the local area or www.dfcufinancial.com

Penaltias apply for earl;ﬁ'lthdrawai All rates subject to change without notice.

-E_S;a_ia_r_!ce
$1,000- $24 999
$25,000-$99,999

$100,000 and up

dfeu.

NCUA your savings are federally jnsured up to $100,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. government agency.

"‘74 20%
4.40%
| 4.60%

Yicld

FINANCIAL

PDFOEN510
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CANTON CINEMA.
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AUTORAMA

FROM PAGE Al ‘
Bloomfield and attended

‘North Farmington High.

“My friend’s brother owned

one, and we used to take it

out for a.ride,” she said. “It’s
always'been a favorite of
mine.”

Friends have helped them
fix up the car. Otherwise,
they estimate the work
would have cost $10 00010
$15, 000.

They also plan to drive the

' Chevelle.on the street and to

race it at places like the
Milan Dragway. They've
raced other cars before, as
far away as Florida and
‘Indianapolis.

Matt Beebe estimated that
the car, with a small block
engire that is the equivalent
of about 750 horsepower,\{:an
reach speeds of 130-140 in‘a
quarter-mile,

The Chevelle has a roll
cage, a parachute, big tires
and race-car seats.

“It’s a full-blown race car,”
Karri Beebe said, “but we can
drive it on the street.”

“Everything is pretty much
customized,” Matt Beebe
said, “It’s got new technology

- in it. It's fuel-injected, and

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Karri Beebe says she was excited to start the 1968 Chevy Chevelle on

Sunday, for the first time.

you can tune it thh a laptop
computer. It's state of the art
technology in a 1968 car.”

According to Autorama
officials, at least four other
Westland residents will enter
Autoramas:

W John Lahone will roll in
with a silver-green,1972
Chevy SS Chevelle,

B Tim Skardoutos will
bring his yellow, 1971 Dodge
Dart Swinger.

E Kevin Watson plans to
compete with a viper blue,

UNIFORMS
FROM PAGE A1

Marching Band. -
Uniforms currently used by
the band are nearly a decade

. old, Sedik said. Band support-
- ers started raising money to

replace them a few years ago,
but Meijer put the project on
the fast-forward.

Meijer gave nearly $35,000
in cash, donated food for fund-
raising dinners and sponsored
a special event last summer,
bringing an inflatable “mpon

" ‘walk” a dunk tank and other

games to its parking lot at
Warren and Newburgh Sedik
“satd.

In all, Meijjer has tabulated
its eontributions - cash and

wEBE nﬂM T@BA
Gt id of annoying bill collectors! We have the
sofutions fo vour finoncial problems in oreos like:

Home Mortgages ¢ Debt Consolidation
Personal » Business Startups und More!

ll today! Toll Free
.866) 203-7675

otherwise - at $77,168.
“When Metjer stepped in, it
really moved things along and
_helped,” Sedik said.
. Although the Rocket
Marching Band now has 71
members, it ordered 150 uni-

forms to accommodate the stu-

dents of all shapes and sizes

who will be using them in com-

ing years.
“We also ordered raincoats,”
Sedik said.
It isn't the first time that

Meijer has become involved in

a cormmunity project. Last
Christmas, the store teamed
with the Westland Police -
Department to provide _
Christmas presents for chil-
dren in need.

dclam@hometawnlife.com | {734) 953-2110

¥ Preschool & kindergarten

¥ Full day care

@ Montessorl-certified teachers
¥ Educational excellence -

@ Character development

@ Individualized programs

Join us for famlly fun!

Sunday, March 5

32765 Lyndon, Livonia’
(734) 427-8255

1+3pm

Thursday, March § 5307 pm

45245 Joy Road; Canton

(734) 450~1550 ...

2 MILLION DOLLARS OF
SAVINGS ARE AVAILABLE
- DURING THIS EVENT!

Get on the ball.

Read today’s

10% Down

Smali Monthly Payments

No Finance Charge
Through October
With Approved Credit

1972 Pantera.
B Gregory Zahodne will

show his yvellow, 1969 Chevy '

Camaro.

The Beebes hope to come
home with a winning plaque
in a contest that they con-

.cede doesn't come with any

money.
Other than showing off

their Chevelle, Matt Becbe

said, “We'd get bragging
rights if we win.,”

_delem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110
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Detroit Autorama returns

for its 54th year, March 3-5

- The 54th. Annual Murray’s Discount Auto
Stores Detroit Autorama will roar into Cobo
Center Friday through Sunday, March 3-5.

Billed as America’s greatest hot rod show, this
annual winter ritual brings the most devout gear-

. heads and just plain curious folks up close and

personal with.mare than 1,000 exhibits of
chopped, channeled, dumped and decked hot
rods, custom cars, trucks, vans and motorcycles
of the past and present.

This year’s show will feature avard-winning
customs from across the country including the
wild cartoon hot rod Defibrillator, Troy
Trepanier’s Chocolate Thunder and the original
Batmobile and the Munster Koach - voted

-America’s No. 1 and No. 2 most popular TV cars.

Autorama also will pay tribute to the legendary
car custormizer and creator of the character Rat
Fink, Ed Roth. The Ed Roth exhibit will feature
15 of his most famous creations, including
Beatnik Bandit I and II, Stealth, Rotar and - -

- Tweety Pie.

Autorama will bring back its Detroit Autorama

Extreme. A show within a show, the lower level of

Cobo Center’s Michigan Hall will feature more
than 200 extreme Tuners and Traditional rods,
the latest craze in hot rodding among the young
set.

At the heart of Autorama are hundreds of siz-

CALL OR CLICK FOR
FREE SHIPPING &

OTHER EXCLUSIVE OFFERS _

zling striped and souped up masterpieces of
backyard car jockeys from across the country who
flock to the Motor City to show off their originals.
for the first time.

These auto gems compete in the GM -
Performance Paris Show Car Series and for the
prestigious Ridler Award for the best vehicle,
first-time shown. The winner will receive
$10,000 in cash plus a new GM Performance
Parts engine, a custom trophy and a jacket,

In addition to the Ridler Award, Autorama
presents the Grand Master Award to the best
two-wheel motorcycle. The motorcycle also must:.
make its first public showing éver at Autorama
and the winner will receive $3,000 and a custom-
award.

The spec1al guests who will meet and greet visiz
tors and sign autographs include Ben Jones,
Cooter from the Dukes of Hazzard, NASCAR’s
Ricky Rudd, WWE Superstar Batista and Q from
Pimp My Ride. :

Autorama will be open noon to 10 p m, tomor-
row, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday and 10 am. 1o 6
p.m, Sunday. Tickets cost $15 for adults and $5 .
for children 6-12 years. Children age 5 and under'-

are free.

Discount advance tickets - §13 and $4 - are
available at all Murray’s Discount Auto Stores.
For information, call (248) 373-1700.

THE MOTOROLA RAZR

THINISQ
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OUR VIEWS
AII will play role in
finding better way

President George W. Bush told area residents last week
that there really is something new under the sun. That

. ought to be good news to both residents and automakers.
i | The news was delivered during visits to energy- and
i auto-related facilities in the tri-county area. They were

wakeup calls for the public, shedding light on the need

for new sources of energy and how to develop them.
| The president pushed his plan to reduce dependence on

foreign oil by 75 percent. He stopped at United Solar
Ovonic in Auburn Hills, while transportation Secretary
Norman Mineta stopped at TRW Automotive in Livonia.

Those destinations aided Bush’s drive challenging
automakers to build vehicles that are more fuel efficient.
Gov. Jennifer Granholm was at United Solar Ovonic, too,
but Bush met her plea for the ailing auto industry by ecall-
ing for “a better way.” That will come in the form of incen-
tives for business, largely to develop hydrogen fuels.

Granholm should be credited with creating an
‘Emerging Sectors initiative that is expected to produce
new forms of energy, as well as job growth.

‘The most important aspects of visits by Bush and
Mineta came in their message: It is possible to do some-
thing about the energy shortage — let’s start now.

Both United and TRW are setting good examples. United -

builds solar panels and batteries, while TRW builds steering

and braking systems that promise to increase fuel mileage.
But trained workers need to provide the impetus and

hands-on skills to develop new sources of energy. Granholm,

in her State of the State address, saluted Michigan State and

‘Wayne State universities for their research in the energy field.

Residents need to focus on an attitude that encourages
interest in the sciences, such as a Sundaes and Science
event for girls Thursday at Avondale High School. Energy
gelf-sufficiency will come from a public that supports
education financially. That may not be new, but it is
sometimes forgotten.

Education, after all, is the sub-atomic pa.rtlcle that is
the building block of the future.

Focus on lssue, not
people, in zoo crisis

At the core of the debacle over the Detroit Zoo is the
lack of a common purpose, namely, keeping that out-
standing regional facility open.

Reports early this week indicated the crisis may be
resolved Wednesday, with the zoo remaining open. But it
will take a change in attitude for that to happen.

While everyone from the state Legislature to the
Detroit City Council says they want it to remain open,
stakeholders are bringing so much baggage with them,
they’re about to miss the bus. -

Central to the dispute is the radically and racially divided
nature of southeast Michigan. Never mind the conundium
of having the Detroit Zoo located in Oakland, a different
county. The real problem is that the Legislature and some
'Qakland officials are reacting to the reputation of Detroit as
a can’t~-do community. And Detroit council members are
reaching angrily into their historical background in response.

-One councilwoman has said those outside of Detroit
were treating the city as if it were a plantation.

.Complicating the issue were comments by Oakland
County Executive L. Brooks Patterson. Those comments
can be described only in one word — stupid.

~As if that weren’t bad enough, Patterson went on at least one
radio tatk show saying he talks that way about lots of people.

To which we can only say: Cut it out, Brooks!

‘By his comments, Patterson makes himself the issue,

not the zoo. And it’s too bad, because Patterson is a
leader. He knows how to get things done and his rhetoric
isn’t helping to solve the problem.

. The city of Detroit is close to receivership and some
officials have said that the city can no longer afford to
operate the zoo. The city needs to turn over operations
and financing to the Zoological Society. But breaking up
1s ‘hard to do, and the council wants to retain oversight.

“That's a formula for disaster. It’s one thing to set policy,

it’s quite another to micromanage operations.
__The Legistature is arching its back over financing the transi-
tion, ignoring that the focus needs to be on this jewel, which
draws from the largest concentration of people in the state.

. That being said, no amount of state aid and no regional attrac-
t10nw1]] ever build Michigan's frture unless we can all get along.

It is said that, during a storm, many different animals
will gather together under shelter, putting aside their nat-
ural animosity.

‘We need to not only admlre the animal world, but 1eam
from it.

. @bver
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Eeww, a Republican

Americans were treated to another
lackluster State of the Union address
again this year.

One remark, though, was even extraor-
dinary for Mr. Bush. He stated: “In a sys-
tem of two parties, two chambers and
two elected branches, there will always
be differences and debate. But even
tough debates can be conducted in a civil
tone, and our differences cannot be
allowed to harden into anger. To con-
front the great issues before us, we must
act in a spirit of goodwill and respect for
one another - and I will do my part.”

The name-calling efforts by the
Republicans to any opposition and to
denote some improper characteristic to
the name has been a hallmark of the
party. They resort to verbal insults to dis-
tract from their agenda and lack of credi-
ble American ideals. This emerged with
“new conservatism” and Newt Gingrich.
He tried to characterize liberals as being
un-American and anti-democratie.

. Liberals are the foundations for
democracy and freedom from tyranny.
They speak out and fight for true free-
dom, American freedom, not the free—'
dom of Mr. Bush’s party.

A liberal is one marked by generosity,
open-mindedness and not bound by
authoritarianism, Liberals are the patriot
citizens that formed this country. They
were in opposition to the conservatives
of Britain, which tried to rule this land
and extort its abundance.

When asked if T am a democrat by a
low-minded Republican, there is always
the eeww factor, which has been ham-
mered into the little minds of
Republicans through the right wing
propaganda network,

Not being a Bush Republican, I always
define someone by their actions instead
of their opposition. From the leader of
the Republican Party to our Republican
representatives in this state, we have
many examples of behavior that will
define the perty. Conservatives and
Republicans are corrupt, filthy and
immoral anti-Americans.

Eeww! Who would want to be a
Reépublican?

Frances Meese
Westfand

Detroit water a real deal

-Come on, suburbanites, is it going to
take a Katrina-level disaster — some-
thing the size of the New Orleans levees
breach — to make us appreciate what
Victor Mercado, director of the Detroit
Water and Sewerage Department, is try-
ing to accomplish by improving our
regional water system?

Forget about who owns what. The fact
is, we depend on Detroit to provide us
with the highest-quality drinking water

~ in the nation, but the infrastructure is

aging and in need of capital improve-

" ments. Spending money in this area may

not be as glamorous as renovating his-
toric theaters or building new staditms,
but our quality of life — and life itself —
depends on this precious resource.
Being curious, I compared last year’s
bills for essential services to this year’s
charges, keeping in mind that Detroit

LETTERS

City Council is proposing a 5.4-percent
rate increase for suburban residents’
water. Waste disposal, up 9 percent.
Electricity, up 25 percent. Natural gas,
up 52 percent. Health insurance,
through the roof. Water? Not only price-
less, but a real deal.

Thank you, Mr, Mercado, for trying to
be a good steward of our region’s water
supply despite the challenges you face
from government officials outside of
Detroit.

Amy Marcaccio Heyzer
Lake Orion

Network can help beneficiaries

Recent news coverage has shown that
more than 2.6 million people nationwide
have already signed up for the new
Medicare prescription drug benefit plan.

However, some Medicare beneficiaries
have said that they have been confused
by the multiplicity of drug plans, with
different premiums, deductibles, co-pay-
ments and covered drugs. This process
can be quite confusing for seniors, the
disabled and their caregivers. .

. To help relieve the stress of choosing
which plan will work best our associa-
tion, American Cancer Society — Great
Lakes Division, is involved in the
Medicare Rx Access Network of
Michigan.

This network is here to provide people
with information and assistance with
outreach and enroliment for the new
Medicare prescription drug benefit plan.
If you would like to learn more about the
Medicare Rx Access Network or find out
how to contact someone visit
www.medicarerxeducation.org Web site.

In addition, the Medicare Medicaid
Assistance Program of Michigan is also
another great resource. MMAP is a free
service with trained counselors in com-
munities throughout the state. They can
be reached at (800) 803-7174.,

The new Medicare prescription plan
took effect Jan. 1, but people have until
May 15 to sign up for a program without
facing a financial penalty. Please reach
out for help, if you need it.

o ‘ Judy Stewart

government refations manager
American Cancer Society,

- Great Lakes. Division

Lost a loyal friend

Durlng Super Bowl Week, or in -
interviews with Bill Ford, Jennlfer
Granholm, Kwame Kilpatrick or any-
one else, the name of “McNamara” was
never mentioned, even once. Bill Ford
knows he would never have built in
Detroit without government-spon-
sored bonds. Neither would Mike
Titch build Comerica Park without the
same, Detroit’s credit rating “sucked”
The county {Ed McNamara/Mike
Duggan) stepped up, in the face of
public criticism. The Super Bowl
spokesman’s silence was deafening,
They should be ashamed of their
behavior. Without McNamara, NO
Super Bowl 2006 and NO All-Star
Baseball Game 2005.

In addition to Ed and Lucille’s accom-
plished family, Ed McNamara's remark-

.able 40-year legacy of public service is

evident in Michigan, Wayne County,
Livonia and Detroit. His vision of two
first class airports in Michigan was real-
ized with Metro and Willow Run. His
administration solved the puzzle of -
Wayne County health care, solved the
county’s financia] deficit, and he used
Wayne County bonding to facilitate Ford
Field and Tiger Stadium in Detroit. His
parks department restored safety and
family use of Hines Park through Wayne
County.

Livonia’s greatest growth and devel-
opment was the direct result of the
outstanding and imaginative
McNamara leadership as councilman,
then mayor from 1962 to 1987, Along
with these momentous accomplish-
ments, countless numbers of individ-
uals owe their successful careers to
Ed’s stewardship. I and many others
owe a lot t0 Ed McNamara, as do the
citizens of Livonia, Detroit and
Wayne County. We who were especial-
Iy close have lost a loyal friend, who
we loved like family.

Ron Mardiros
Livonia

The right to know

The American public has a right to
know if our government is spying on us
without following proper legal and con-
stitutional process. If this is happening,
there is no justification. If this is happen-
ing, it must be stopped until or unless it
can be done while protecting our liber-
ties ag Americdns.

1 am willing to undergo all the incon-
veniences necessary for our safety and
protection such as experienced at the
Detroit-Windsor Tunnel or in the air-
port. But I am not willing o give away
my Constitutionally guaranteed rights
without proper process or required -
checks and balances. We shouldn’t wait
until our own personal rights are violat-

~ ed to stand up. Please join me in writing -

our Michigan senators and representa-
tives to ask that they protect our
Constitutional rights and that they con-

_ duct a bipartisan investigation to uncov- '

er the truth.
Mart@n C. Brook
Bloomfieid Township

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification, We ask that your ietters be 400
words o less. We may edit for cIartty, space and
content.

Mail.

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft’
Livonia, M! 48150

Fax
(734) 5911279

E-mail:
smason@hometownlife.com

OIJOTABLE

“If everythmg works out as planned, it would be like walkmq into a time warp You would not just enter the (hlstoncal
museum), but would enter the year 1966, as well.”

— David Carrick, of Friends of the Westiand Historical Museum, about the museum display ptanned for the city's 40th anniversai‘y
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 Community college is best | There's no better vigi
than protecting our kids .

“value in higher ed today

you seek great opportunities, look about you.
One tremendous academic and economic
asset Michigan has is its system of community
colleges. Yes, we have great universities across our
state, but commuriity colleges are the unsung
heroes, providing a stepping stone to excellent
careers, continuing education and the first boost.
up thé post-secondary education ladder leading to
greater earning power and often advanced degrees.
From Wayne, Qakland and
Macomb counties, to the far reaches of the west-
ern U.P,, our 28 community colleges are touching
the lives of countless students and workers
returmng to school to upgrade their skills
to compete in this fast-paced
global economy and are serving
as incubators for innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Community colleges provide
the setting for investment in
human capital and the fuel for
the economic engine of our state
1o help malke us globally compet-
itive, If they did not exist, there
would be a rush to create them.

' Qur community colleges are
making a differerice in a number of ways:

B Training and retraining of Michigan’s work-
force.

There are jobs today that did not exist a few
short years ago. For Michigan to remain competi-
tive, it is critical that our workforce continually
upgrade knowledge and skills. Community col-
leges across the state are helping in this effort by
providing on-démand training; working with
business, health care and industry to provide
adaptable and’ mdustry-spemﬁc worker training,
hence making our workforce agile and ready to
perform at top-efficiency.

@ Michigan Technical Education Centers

These education and training centers take the
concept of scheol to work to a new level, bringing
workforce preparedness skills to the employers
across the state. Having M-Tec Centers located
close to major employers where they can best
meet specific needs and have local business peo-
ple serve on M-Tec advisory councils ensures that
the training provided has both academic rigor
and real world applicability. Through M-Tec
Centers, our community colleges are educating
students in fields that need quality workers toda.y
and tomorrow.

B Michigan Virtual Lea.rmng Opportunities

In the fast-paced lives that many students lead,
it is critical that education and training be avail-
able to them at any time, any place and at any
pace. Michigan's community colleges offer virtual
classes to students from any community college
across the state, while students receive important
support services from their “home” campus. This
innovation allows students to access e-learning

Tom
Watkins

courses and complete certificate and degree pro-

grams entirely online from the comfort of their
homes.

M Provide fast track to careers.

Through certification and associate’s degrees,
our community eolleges can place students on an
accelerated pace to obtain the skills they need,
close to home, and move them quickly into fields
that are clamoring for quality workers such as
health care, homeland security, aute
mechanics and information technology.

M Stepping stone for an advanced degree.

Not only do our community colleges provide
on-the-;ob-trammg, certificate programs and
associate’s degrees, they also provide foundation-
al liberal arts courses at much lower cost. This

~ provides greater access to the first rung of the

academic ladder that is often elusive to many
first-generation college attendees.

By living at home, working and attending
classes, community college becomes affordable to
many students who may not have prepared ade-
quately in high school for the rigors of a four-year
institution, Yet once success is reached in com-
munity college, this next rung of the ladder is
more accessible.

Our community colleges, along w1th our
public schodals, are the true statues of 11berty in
this great country of ours. They take the tired, the
hungry, the poor and huddled masses and give
them hope and opportunity. I know, because like
many first-generation college graduates toiling
on the assembly line at the Ford Rouge Plant, if it
were not for Henry Ford Community College, I
wotuld have not had the opportunity to attend
college.

Former President Clinton once described our
community colleges as “the most open, democrat-
ic and opportunity-filled institutions in the
United States today.”

Advantages of community colleges are many,
and include highly qualified instructors focused
on teaching and learning; enhanced lifetime
earning potential; smaller class sizes; lower
cost than traditional four-year institutions
without lowering quality instruction; conven-
ient and accessible; immediate skill building
that transfers into economic benefit for work-
ing students; and college credits easily trans-
ferred to universities.

As Michigan prepares for the 21st century
knowledge economy, where an educated work
force is vital to our very survival, our community
colleges should be viewed as a linchpin in our
strategy to compete on the global stage.

Tom Watkins is an education and economic consultant. He
was state superintendent of scheols from 200805 See his
report, The New Education (Revolution, at
www.coewayne.edu. He can be reached at
tdwatkins@aol.com.

Meet the Irish

Entertainment:
irish Step Dancing & Irish Music

Irish entertainment featuring award winning
Irish Musicians from Mick Gavin's Irish Band.

See international award winning dancers
from Tim O'Hare’s and Kitty Henizman's
_ schools of Irish Dance...
two of the world's premier frish dance schools,

oo el Bag,,
Award Winning %M_Q_*MQ
Traditional Irish Shortbread*

Shamrock Plants* ‘Jg%

Copy of “Ireland
of the Welcomes
Magazine™*

Luck of the Irish -
“Everyone has a chance to
pull out a lucky coin and win
other FREE lrish Giveaways.*

Brothers from the capuehm Soup Kitchen
will be on hand. Donatlons will be accepted.

+ Quantities limited to stock on hand.

MEDITERRANEAN SPECIALTIES

gilance, It'sa buzzword of the times, Its
meaning is to be alert, watchful, to avoid
danger. It’s a word that came to the fore-
front of our minds after the unthinkable
attack on Sept. 11, 2001,

Since then, most of us have no problem
removing our shoes at airport security. We
think nothing of presenting a passport or
birth certificate just to cross the border into
Windsor. We now look at people differently;
with caution and scrutiny.

The recent criminal background checks for
public educators and the ensuing list, though
ﬂawed presented yet another shade of vigi-

lance. The hotly debated

secret wiretapping by the

president is another.

But for me, the most pun-

: gent reminder came last
week, in the form of a dis-
: turbing police investigation
which resulted in the arrest
of a 36-year-old Livonia man
who is a well-known and °
respected figure skating
coach. He was arrested and
charged by Farmmgton Hills police with two
counts of criminal sexual conduct involving a
15-year-old student of his.

There is no better vigilance than that
which protects our children, Some argue that
private citizens should not be subjected to
criminal background checks. Some think it’s
absurd that teachers are also being screened.

s called vigilance. And when it comes to
being in contact with or being responsible for
children, those background checks are not an
invasion of privacy.

As a parent, [ am forced to trust various
adults who have my children in their care for
portions of the day. They're teachers, day care
employees, custodial staff at the schools, bus
" drivers and parent volunteers in the school
lunchroom and playground.

While the list of school employees who
were found to have criminal records con~
tained serious errors, [ believe the intentlon
of the list is good.

I personally know a teacher who was inter-
viewed by police and school administration
because her name appeared on the list. It
claimed she was ticketed for contributing
alcohol to minors. She was appalled that her
name appeared on the list — because it was
not true. She has never even had a traffic
ticket. So I understand her outrage after

~ Read today's

Stacy
‘Jenklns
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ance

| personally know a teacher who was
interviewed by police and school
administration because her name
appeared on the list. It claimed she was::
ticketed for contributing alcohol to e
minors. She was appalled that her name*
appeared on the fist - because it was
not true. She has never even hada . -
traffic ticket. So | understand her -
outrage after being accused of a cnme.,
and having her name on a publlc Ilst ;

being accused of a crime and having her™ /%
name on a public list. "

I hope all of those errors can be resolved g’
we cin see a report that.is accurate and help—
ful to school districts in identifying employ-
ees who may be a risk to our kids. _

The figure skater trusted her coach. Her
parents probably trusted him, too. I'm not *
saying whatever happened between them 7"
could have been prevented, because no one’
can know that for sure. But it should serve’,
as a reminder for all parents to make every'..
effort to know those people who are with
our kids. Encourage, even demand, that our
kids talk to us about the adults in their
lives. Be watchful and alert to signs of a
problem.

It’s sad that today, we have to expect trou-- |
ble in order to avoid it. That doesn’t do much.
for the human experience, but it doesa lot for
the protect1on of our kids in a scary world. .

For me, it’s all the more reason to celebrate _
the innocent; praise the good in peop]e' a.nd
take comfort in knowing that we're there to .

‘protect our kids in every way. It’s a big job,
. but I believe in striking a balance between .

P

being vigilant and being compassionate. It
causes me to value relationships even more.

Like taking off our shoes at the airport and:
leaving those nail clippers at home are now
considered normal, being alert and watchful
to avoid danger must also become normal.

Stacy Jenkins is the edifor of the Farmmgton i
Observer. She can be reached at (734) 953-2131 or via -
email at sjenkins@hometowniife.com.
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Sugar Swest Golden Ripe

PINEAPPLES

3299
ea

FoMAroes 69°

Sweet Jumbo
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Dole of Califernia
Leafy Romaine

BAG SALAD

BUTCHER
Bonelass Skinless
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RUMP ROAST
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Bacon Onion-Your Choice
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peakers say high school requirements threaten career ed

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Speaker after speaker told a
state Senate committee hear-
ing Monday that they were
concerned that a proposal to
mandate 18 high school credits
would harm or eliminate
career education programs.

Three members of the Senate
Education Committee chaired by
Sen. Wayne Kuipers, R-Holland,
heard from constituents at a spe-
cial hearing at Brownstown
Middle School,
one in a series
of hearings
across the state
on a proposal
{ by the state
Department of
Education to
mandate mini-
mum instruc-
tion hours in
key academic areas.

- The'proposal first presented
by state Superintendent of
Public Instruction Michael

iers

- Flanagan and endorsed by the
- state Board of Education calls

for four years of English, four
years of math including algebra
1I and geometry, three years of
science, three years of social sci-
ence, two years of a world lan-
guage, one year of health or
physical education and one year
of visual or performing arts, The
requirements would be phased
in over four years, beginning
with the freshman class.

The state legislature is cur-
rently considering bills that

“would implement these changes

with some variations. Sen.
Bruce Patterson, R-Canton,
introduced the commitiee
members for their only sched-
uled meeting in Wayne County.
Jeremy Hughes, deputy state
superintendent, and state
school board member Nancy
Danhof did brief presentations
outlining the reasons for the
curriculum proposal. Each
emphasized that the proposed
credit requirements do not
specify particular courses and

. allow for each district to

design its own curriculum to
reach the credit requirements.
“The reality of today’s world
is that all students need to pre-
pare regardless of the their

. postgraduate occupations,’

said Danhof.

RIGOR, RELEVANCE

Hughes said the state in
.emphasizing “rigor, relevance
‘and relationships.”

“Rigor without relevance will
fail,” Hughes said. “We see career
tech education as a big answer as
to how we make this relevant?”

Hughes said many credits can
be earned within the context of

. career education programs. But
many of those in the audience of
more than 200 at the Downriver
middle school questioned

~whether career tech programs

could even continue under the
demands of the new curriculum
and how relevant the require-
ments are for many students,

. “Adopting these standards
will cause untold numbers of
already struggling students,
the so-called low achievers, to

. drop out,” said Malin Wagner,

director of the Downriver
Career Technical Consortium.
“Students learn in different
ways. While some students

. excel at book learning in the
traditional classroom setting,
many students are struggling
and do better in applied and
hands-on classes. Students
with both high and low GPAs
are successful in career and
technical education programs.”

DCTC is a consortium of 10

school districts which allows
students to travel to different
districts for programs they’re
interested in pursuing. Wagner
said most DCTC programs
-require a two- to three~hour
block which wouldn't be possi-

_ ble with the requirements of

the proposed curriculum,
. - - Jeff Goulasarian, an industrial
.technology teacher at Allen Park
schools and president-elect of
the Industrial Technology
Education Society, said he is

, eoncerned students whether w111 .

be able 10 earn math credits

his industrial education dasses o

R
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because under No Child Left
Behind standards he wouldn't be
“highly qualified” to teach math.
“I am interested to hear how
this will play out in future
years for students who choose
to take math credits in my
classes,” he said. “I'm con-
cerned as vocational classes
continue to be depleted.”

STUDENTS SPEAK
Two Woodhaven High School

students offered their concerns
about the curriculum and its
impact on career education.

Jake Taylor, a senior, is
learning welding to become a
boiler maker.

“I feel my choice in what I
want to do is as important as
someone who wants tobe a
doctor or a lawyer or a scien-
tist,” he said. “It used to be in
the good old days a source of
pride to be a tradesman or a

T-Bone or

Porterhouse Steaks

USDA Select Beef Loin
Value Packs of 4 Steaks or More

K?e b

craftsman but in today’s socie-
ty some might label you a loser

because you don’t want to go to.

college. I hope that clear heads
will prevail in Lansing and
please don’t take away the
opportunities for me and oth-
ers to take CTE classes”

Katie Williams, a senior
studying dental education and
a student athlete, said she was
concerned about the impact of
the proposal on sports.

“If you raise the high school
qualifications, sports programs
will drop because no one will
have time to participate in
sports if they have four or five
hours of homework every
night,” she said.

Other speakers supported
the need for higher education-
al standards and required
credits. Currently Michigan
only requires a semester of
civics. But some raised other

concerns about the proposals
before the legislature.

Barbara Lott, superintendent
of Woodhaven-Brownstown A
Public Schools, urged the sena-~
tors to allow schoo} districts the
time to develop curriculums to
meet the credit requirernents.

More hearings are scheduled
for Clinton Township, Port
Huron and Milan.
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the ltems yau buy most

throughout the store!

Strawberries

16 oz Pkg
Red & Ripe

24.3-25 oz or Raisin Bran 25.5 oz or Keebler
Grahams 13-16 oz or Keebler Vanilla Wafers
12 oz or Keebler Soft Batch 18-18.5 oz

buy any combination
Kellogg’s® cereals
ler@cookles

Kroger Half Gallon

Milk or Juice

All Varieties (Excludes Lactose
Free Milk and Premium Orange Juice)

When you buy 4 participatmg
items with your Kroger Pliss'

card in a single fransaction

Prices and items Good at Your Local Kroger Store

ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY:

i

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES Each of these advertised hema-
Is to be available for sale. M we do run of an advort]
tem, we will offer you your choice of a comparable item, when available, reflecting
the same savings, or a raincheok which will entitle vou to
purchase the advertised ttem at the advertised price within 30 days.
Only one vendor coupon will he accepted per item.
Copyright 2006. The Kroger Company. No saias to dealers.

March 2 thru March 5, 2006,
Some items may require a deposit.
Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or
call Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS

OEQB41641T

* LIVONIA



http://www.httmetowniife.com
mailto:hgailagher@oe.hbmecomm.net
http://kroger.com
http://www.Kroger.com

