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Lineup

skaters
to arena

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

When Joe Burton took over
as manager of the Mike
Modano Ice Arena several
month ago, he knew he need-
ed to increase Tevenue. A bet-
ter bottom line could mean
more money to make
improvements at the arena -
named after the Westland
native, former Livonia
Franklin High School student
and Dallas Stars player.

So the professional hockey
player has taken a shot at
boosting business by putting
on a five-day-a-week sched-
ule of clinics, open skating
and drop-in hockey during
the two-week Christinas
break.

“We're trying things now to
see if they work, so we can
have them in the spring and
summer when more ice time
is available,” said Burton.

While some of the offerings
drew few skaters, the num-
bers for the three daytime
open skating sessions drew a
good crowd and even with
classes resuming in the
Livonia school district this
week, the numbers were still
good.

“We had 78 skaters, adults
and children, last Tuesday, 72
last Thursday and 50 on
Friday, and we had 50 today
(Tuesday),” Burton said.
“That’s high numbers for us.

The lineup included two
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senior open skating sessions,
a stick and puck program

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

You have to start some place and for future Red Wing Tyler Styri it was ice skatmg with his mom, Karen

PLEASE SEE ARENA, A3

Styrk, during open skating time at Westland's Mike Modano ice Arena.

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland city department heads
received a 3 percent salary increase
Jan. 1, pushing their top pay to
$86,988.

Other than the salary increase,
which mirrored pay raises received by
city unions, little else will change for
department heads under a new wage-
and-benefits plan recommended by
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli.

The salary increase already had
been decided, but other provisions of
the pay plan won approval Tuesday in
a 6-1 vote by the Westla.nd City
Council.

The new pay plan apphes to 21
employees who serve in Cicirelli’s
administration. The salary range for
those jobs is $42,227 to $86,988,
including top-paid positions of police
and fire chiefs, finance director, city
assessor and public services director.

Four officials - the police and fire
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chiefs, the deputy fire chief and the
public services director - will continue
to have their vehicles pr0v1ded by the
city.

The remaining employees receive a
car allowance, which will increase
from $1,800 to $2,000. That amounts
to $200 more a year, or $3.85 a week.

“I think each and every one of the
people involved deserve it,” Cicirelli
said.

The only other car reimbursement
received by department heads is a
mileage stipend when they make trips
of more than 60 miles whlle on eity
business,

Councilwoman Cheryl Graunstadt
cast the lone dissenting vote against
the new pay plan, saying she couldn’t
support an increase in the car
allowance. She said residents should-
n't be expected to pick up the tab ~
small though it is - amid tough eco-
nomic times.

“I cannot be supportive of giving
over another $200,” Graunstadt said,

. has worked

Council OKs pay plan for directors

adding that the money could be better

‘used toward the city’s heating bills.

The latest pay plan contained only
one other sigpificant change - boost-

" ing Housing/Community

Development Director James Gilbert's
salary from $78,289 to $82,638.

The salarylincrease was made possi-
ble by moving Gilbert’s position high-
er on the pay scale,

Gilbert is 2 Westland resident who

and no one ¢n the council disputed
that his salaﬁ'y should be increased.
Cicirelli irjdicated that she didn’t

want to riskiiosing Gilbert to a higher-

paying communi

“We needjto keep him here, quite
frankly,” she said.

Councilman Charles Pickering was

" among those who embraced the new

payplan. :
“I think it's a very fair pay plan,” he
said. i
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‘ __PdRE ENTERTAINMENT!

| Every Thursday.

r the city for 25 years,

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland residents could see
their water bills increase nearly 6
percent in July - if city officials
decide to offset a rate hike
imposed by Detroit.

Westland is expecting a 5.9
percent rate increase from the
Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department for the budget year
that starts July 1.

“Iwould have loved to see an
increase that was less than that -
maybe even in the 3 percent
range - but I am very pleased
that we are not like some com-
munities like Garden City, which
is getting hit with o 19 percent
increase,” Mayor Sandra Cicirelli
said.

The city also will likely face a
sewer rate increase starting July
1.

That amount isn’t yet known,
but Finance Director Steve
Smith said it could be 6 or 7 per-
cent.

The water rate increase would

| | ‘ |
On the rise
Detroit's water rate hike isn't
what city officials had wanted

cost a typical household, which
uses 22,000 gallons of water
each two-month billing cycle,
about $10.56 a year, Smith said.

That amount breaks down to
$1.76 every two months.

It may not seem like much, but
Cicirelli said any increase only
adds to other rising costs, such as
home heating bills.

“It’s still a blow to the family
budget,” she said.

City officials in Westland and
elsewhere are expected to contin-
ue protesting rate hikes imposed
by Detroit, partly because the
increases are tied to water usagé
on one of the hottest days of ]ast
year, Cicirelli said.

“It’s so arbitrary,” she said.

Currently, Westland’s com-
bined water-sewer rate is $5.29
per thousand gallons.

- City leaders haven't decided
whether to pass on the Detroit
rate hike to local water cus-
tomers, although it has been
standard practice most years.

delam@hometownfife.com | (734) 953-2130

Pickering

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A dmded Westland City
Council, facing what is often a
rdutine dec151on, had a laborious
time Tuesday choosing new offi-
cers to lead the seven-member
body.

¢ The process began smocthly
enough with Councilman

William Wild narrowly winning

- the presidency in a 4-3 vote.

But it took 10 rounds of voting
before Councilman Charles
Pickering finally emerged as the
second-in-command president
pro tem.

Pitkering’s selection came
after “five council members -
Jamds Godbout, Cheryl
Graunstadt Michael Kehrer,
Richard LeBlanc and Robert
Stottlemyer ~ failed to get the
votes they needed to become
.premdf:nt ‘pro tem.

Pickering called the dehbera-

* tions potentially historic and said
he couldn’t remember a time
when pvery single council mem-

- ber, barring the new president,
received nominations for the pro
tem positiofr:

While rumors had circulated
that Wild would be the new pres-.
ident, it became clear Tuesday
that council members hadn’t
reached a behind-the-scenes
consensus for:the pro tem post.

“You saw group dynamics in
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Wild

action tonight ~ very openly, n” -
fact” Pickering said,. - -

Although the decision wasn't,
an easy one, it also wasn't | -
marked by bitter debate, person-
al insults or mudslinging. Rather,
the process remained civik

Some council members g
received repeated nominations it
for the pro tem position - Kehrer
led the pack with three - only to..
face rejection by a council major-
ity.

wild remarked later that he :
didn’t believe the situation 1nd1- :

Pickering

council members.
- “I think it shows there were a.
lot of good candidates,” he said.
Wild, in his fifth year on the H
council, replaced former .- - > . i

- President.Pickering for a‘two-
_year termvafter a-council majority
. Tejected Graunstadt for the top
* spot.

wild fecelved votes from him-

" self, Godbout, Kehrer and

P1ckenng He was opposed by
' PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, A3
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Skipping Christmas?
Not exactly, but husband/wife Super Bowl XL
volunteers keeping busy

t E AR ;‘: ‘tt
BY SANDRA DALKA-PRYSBY
CORRESPCNDENT

The Christmas tree didn’t
get fully decorated and the
refrigerator wasn't well-
stocked during the holiday
season, but for Sean and Amy
Krabach of Redford
Township, these weren’t pri-
orities. The upcoming Super
Bowl XL has taken up most
of this couple’s time during
the past year and they’re
enjoying the effort given to
this major Detroit showcase
event.

Sean, who is the event
development manager of the
Detroit Sports Commission,
a division of the Convention
and Visitors Bureau, has
been on loan to the Detroit
Super Bowl XL. Host
Committee.

His wife Amy, who is co-
owner of a vending machine
and office coffee company
(MacK’s Vending), serves as a
super captain, a volunteer
management position, for the
host committee.

Meetings and more meet-
ings have been how this cou-
ple, both 34 and married for
nine years, have spent and
are spending their days and
nights.

“Our goal, individually and
together, has been to help
metro Detroit put on a great
sports event that will not

only run smoothly, but will
show the world how out-
standing our city and our ¢it-
izens are,” said Sean. “With
lots of planning, hard work
and more than 8,000 volun-
teers, we're doing just that”

A REAL TEAM

Volunteering and working
hard isn’t something new to
Sean, a Northern Michigan
University alumnus, and
Amy, an environmenta) sci-
ence graduate of Michigan
State University.

“When I was involved with
the Clean Water Act, Sean
helped me clean up beaches,”
Amy said. And, she added,
when Sean held a position in
communications and public
relations for Michigan Metro
Girl Scouts, she helped him
with a number of volunteer
activities. “It was only natu-
ral to put Amy to work for
this basically all-ferale
organization,” said Sean with
alaugh.

According to the Krabachs,
they have always helped each

other in whatever endeavors

they have been involved in,
And, they agreed, they work
well together.

Their ability to work
together was first tested
when they worked for a trav-
eling carnival one summer
while they were in college.
“We spent the summer work-

ing the concession stand at
various county fairs through-
out Michigan and discovered
that we made a pretty good
team,” Sean said.

This husband-and-wife
team is now totally focused
on Detroit Super Bowl XL..
One of Sean’s main responsi-
bilities for the event is over-
seeing NFL Experience, an
interactive theme park for
visitors to be held from
Wednesday through Sunday

-(Feb, 1-5) at Cobo Hall. Amy,

besides providing support for
her husband with this effort,
will serve as a “floating”
super captain, whose role is
to be available to handle
unexpected contingencies
should they arise.

“And they will arise,” she
said, “No matter how thor-
ough the planning, there will
be times when volunteers are
needed to handle special
tasks. My job is to enlist the
best volunteers to make sure
that unexpected details are
taken care of and done well.”

More specifically, accord-
ing to this super captain, she
is charged with doing what-
ever needs to be done during
the week-long activity lead-
ing up to the actual Super
Bowl game on Feb, 5.

COUNTDOWN TO SBXL

The Krabachs are now
going full-speed as “crunch

"time” has arrived for the host

committee and its volunteers,
Sean works 12- to 14-hour
days and Amy is also putting
in a great deal of time to
assure that their part in the
effort is being accomplished.

“This craziness is why
there's such little food in the
refrigerator,” said Amy. “1
can't remember the last time
we've had a meal together at
home”

Another consequence of
their busy Super Bowl sched-
ules is the limited time avail-
able for their pets — a cat
and a very spoiled golden
retriever.

“Luckily, the Super Bowl is

a winter event,” said Sean.
“We were able to spend some
time at our cottage on Fawn
Island, near Marine City, and
on our boat this past sum-
mer.” _

Sean was also able to help
patrol Michigan waters at
such events as Detroit’s
Freedom Festival, including
the fireworks, as a member of
the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Although being a part of
Super Bowl XL has required
some sacrifices — “We
haven't had time thus far this
season to ski,” Sean said —
they both added that they
have gained so much from
their involvement. ,

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF _PHOTOGRAPHER
Amy and Sean Krabach wear the vest and shirt they'll don as volunteers during Super Bowl XL.

“We have met such won-
derful pecple and have got- -
ten to know them well during
the many training meetings
held throughout the past
year, they said. “In addition
to having lots of fun, we have
all becoine a part of a great
team with the goal of putting
on a world-class event.”

And the couple’s combined
enthusiasm has been conta-
gious.

Many of their friends and
relatives have volunteered to
heip with the event.

“Even my parents are com-
ing'in each day for five days
from Port Huron te volun-
teer,” Sean said.

E TWIN
E FULL
| QUEEN
E KNG

St. Raphael School
hosts 2 open houses

Parents can a get a look at a new computer
1ab, meet teachers and take a student-guided
tour during two open house events at St.
Raphael Catholic School this month.

For parents of preschoolers, there will be a
Kindergarten Sneak Peak 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 20, while the all school (kinder-
garten-eighth grade} open house will be 1-3 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 26.
There will be refreshments and gifts for the
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children at both events, with classroom activi-
ties and information booths highlighting the
school’s educational and extracurricular activi-
ties planned for the Jan. 29 open house,

Founded in 19386, the school offers half and
full-day kindergarten, bus service and a latchkey
program, along with sports, scouting, youth and
community service programs.

Students at St. Raphael get weekly hands-on
instruction in the new computer lab which
opened in the fall of 2005.

St. Raphael School is at 31500 Beechwood at
Merriman north of Ford Road, Garden City.

To reserve a spot for either of the open houses,

call (734 425-9771, or visit www.straphael-

ge.org.
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Volunteers sought for foster care board

Volunteers are being sought
to serve on the Wayne County
Foster Care Review Board.

The Michigan Legislature
established the Foster Care
Review Board Program in 1984
in an effort to improve chil-
dren’s foster care programs
through the state utilizing citi-
zen review boards.

The five to seven member
boards meet one day each
month to review a representa-
tive sample of the cases of chil-
dren who have been removed
from their homes and placed in
foster care due to abuse or neg-
lect.

At these reviews, board
members interview parents,
foster parents, caseworkers,
attorneys, and other interested
parties who may be involved in
planning for the ward.

Advisory recommendations
are formulated and niailed to
the court, child welfare agency,
prosecuting attorney, parents,
and other interested parties.
The purpose of the review is to
insure that all agencies, includ-
ing the court, have established
a plan for the ward and
progress is being made toward
achieving permanency, and
that the children are being well
cared for while in the foster
care system.

The Foster Care Review
Boards are comprised of citi-
zens Who reflect a broad cross
section of their communities.

The program is seeking vol-
unteers who have demonstrat-
ed leadership in other settings.
Minorities and men are espe- .
cially encouraged to apply.
Empiovees of the Family

Independence Agency, family

court, or private child place-
ment agencies are prohibited

by law to serve on Foster Care

Review Boards.

Each volunteer who is select-

ed must attend a mandatory

two-day orientation training in

Lansing on April 6-7.

Also, board members attend
yearly training which is held in
different locations throughout
the state, Expenses for training

are reimbursed.

“Anyone interested in becom-

ing a Foster Care Review
Board member should call

{313) 972-3280 for an apphca-

tion.
The deadline for receiving
applications is Feb. 15 with

interviews of prospective can-

didates taking place in
February and early March.

(an your bank top this?

ey e e

1-877-243-2528

Livonia * Redford

|

o ;‘_(hukin_r; .

Finenclal Mlenning

Internet Banking

4,

475"

11-Month Certificate of Deposit

4-Month Certificate of Deposn
Federully msured by N(UA :

o ¥

hen I left my bank for Community Choice.,; .
Credit Union, it was to get better treatmhent.”

Little did [ realize Id also earn more interest on niy

CDs. So, if you want great rates and one-on-one

service, remember: the choice can be yours.

New branch at Ann Arbor Trail
. and Wayne Road now open

Mortgages

www.communitychoicecu.org

*The, Annual Percerdage Yreld (AFY} is effective as of date of publicatian and is
subject to change. APY available only for Direct Choice Checking or Premium

- Checking account halders, otherwise rate is reduced by 1/4%. Minimum
balance of 3500 is requlred. Penalty for early withdrawal. Other terms available.

Online Bili Payment

CREDIT UN

The Choice Can Be Yours™

Gridiron, Court. Pool

%re

:%;éens% 9%16\
~ We're there!



http://www.straph.ael-
http://gc.org
http://www.communitychoicecu.org

unow.hometownlife.com

LOCAL NEWS

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 5, 2006

w) A3 |

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Damon Morton and Maryam Diaab help son Damon Morton Jr. learn how to ice skate.

ARENA

FROM.PAGE Al

that brought out both kids
and fathers and sons who
worked on their stick han-
dling and shooting.

There also were scoring
and checking clinics for
Peewee/Bantam and
Mites/Squirts hockey play-
ers. Only six players showed
up last week for the
PeeWee/Bantam clinic, so
Burton ran it like a private
lesson. But the Mite/Squirt
clinic drew a crowd of 25
players.

The plan is to offer a simi-
lar Hneup during the schools’

midwinter recess in late
.February-early March,
Burton said.

Much of the arena’s cur-
rent ice time is used by the
Westland Hockey
Association, but come the
spring and summer, time will
be available to offer different

tive” he added.
The arena offers open skat-
ing noon-1:45 p.m. Tuesday,

Rachel Huffman and Samantha Herper help Samantha‘s cousin, Shyann

Walker, get around the ice rink.

bring their own food, the
arena offers open skating for
%2.50 per person and skate
rental for $2 and the second-
floor room available for $15
per hour. If the arena pro-

programs, including a two- vides the food - hot dogs,
week hockey school the end chlps and beverage - the cost
of July. is %6 per child plus room
“A couple of things we're rental.
doing now, we'll try in the “It’s only during open skat-
- summer, but we have to ing, so that’s not private, but
make sure theyre cost effec-  they get the room to them-

selves,” Burton said.
Burton has a list of things
‘he'd like to do at the arena.

Thursday and Friday and 1- His list includes redoing the
2:20 p.m. Saturdays. It also lobby, its flooring and the
offers birthday party pack- rink’s boards.
ages as part of the open skat- He hopes that with new

. ing program. programs the arena can

Saturday is the most popu- break even and then get

lar session for the parties. more funding.
For parents who want to But to add programs now,

Burton would have to see if
the hockey association would
give up a few hours, but he'd
only do that, if the new pro-
gram would generate enough
money to offset association
fees.

“We're guaranteed $160 an
hour from the association for
ice time, so it’s hard to justify
if we aren’t able to make the
same money, he said. “Its a
challenge, but we're keeping
it looking good, keeping the
low prices and keeping it
clean.’

The Mike Modano ice Arenais on
Wildwood just south of Hunter. For
more infarmation, call at (734) 729-
4560.

smason@hometo»x;nlife.com]
(734) 953-2112

Frost Middle School

students

build on robot competition

Frost Middle School students recently compet-
ed in regional and state Lego League robot com-
petitions ~ under the moniker the Frost
Phantoms.

Participating with more than 4,500 other
teams nationwide, the Frost seventh- and eighth-
grade teams of students have been working for
months on their projects,

The First Lego League represents a partner-
ship between FIRST and the LEGO Group
which uses science and tec¢hnology to provide
hands-on experimentation for students.
Participants build their own robots and use them
to compete in an event specifically designed for
their age group.

Frost students participated in a warm-up com-
petition in November, according to Carim
Calkins, a Frost science teacher who worked with
the teams. There, the seventh-grade team won
an award for quality of research. Then, both
teams headed to a regional competition on
Saturday, Dec. 3, at Monroe High School in
Monroe.

The e1ghth~g;raders, Team 4236, earned a
regional trophy for innovative solution to a prob-

lem. The seventh-graders, Team 4124, took home-

a trophy for highest overall score; they went on
to compete at the state tournament on Dec. 10,
but the team did not win an award at the Novi
event. Teams may include up to 10 students,
Calkins said. Designers build a robot out of

Designers build a robot out of Legos using
no more than three motors and one RCX, -
the programmable brick that transforms

models mto rohots

Legos using no more than three motors and one
RCX, the programmable brick that transforms
models into robois.

Then, team programmers use either the
Robotics Invention System 2.0 or Robolab 2.5
software to write programs. Researchers deter-
mine a problem related to the topic for the com-
petition, and work toward a solution. Then, they
create a presentation based around that problem
and solution. The public relations group shares
the news about what their team has accom-
plished.

Seventh-grade team members were Matthew
Armstrong, Eric McRae, Patrick Tremel, Darren
Chen, Brij Patel, Evran Ural, Ben Johnson, Carl
Rayford, Linus Ziemba, eighth-graders were Jeff
Davenport, Joseph Foley, Sheng Jiang, Mike
Peterman, Joey Carlini, Kelvin Deng, Bryce
Morgan, Victoria Knieriem and Brigette Sikora.

Celeste Tremel served as head coach, and was
assisted by former head coach Ron Picard, and
parent John Armstrong. High school mentors -
included Andy Picard a.nd Kyle Mireles.

~ AROUND WESTLAND

Training program

Train To End Stroke, a marathon training pro-
gram offered by the American Stroke
Association, will hold an information session at
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, at the William P. Faust
Public Library of Westland, 6123 Central City ,
Parkway.

This program is designed for people who want
to get in shape, travel and raise money for a
good cause. Choose to walk or run a full or half
marathion in San Diego or Kona, Hawaii. All fit-
ness levels are welcome. Additional information
sessions are scheduled in January.

" For more information call (248) 827-4214 or
visit the Web site at strokeassociation.org,.

Help wanted

The YWCA of Western Wayne County is lock- -

ing for several new staff members and volun-
teers 1o join their team and help the youth in the
community.

Several openings are available to work directly
with youth through in school and after school
support groups. - Latch key leaders also are
needed.

Support group leaders need a minimum of a
bachelor’s degree in social work, education or
psychology. Latchkey leaders must have previ-
ous experience workirg with children,

" Fore more information about job openings,
volunteering, or any other programs or services
offered by the YWCA of Western Wayne County,
call (313) 561-4110. )

Legion meets

American Legion Westland Post 251 meets at
7 p-m. the first Tuesday of every month at the
Westland V.E.W. Post 3323 at Wayne Road and
Avondale just north of Palmer Road.

Membership is open to all veterans, providing
they meet the eligibitity dates. For information
call 734-326-2607.

The Post 251 also will be presenting their
Blue Star Banner to families who have a mem-
ber currently serving in the Armed Forces.

The banner will be presented at the Westland
City Council meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 6.

Families in the Westland and Canton areas
who have members currently serving in the

. Armed Forces to contact the post at (734) 326-

2607 for more information.

Las Vegas Party

5t. Bernardine Men's Club is sponsoring a
Pinochle/Euchre Card Party on Fridays, Jan. 6,
13 and 27 and Feb. 3, 17 and 24, at the church,

Mosen Cleto
Crianza 2001 53

This Spanish Red
7 Blend goes Well with~

southwest corner Ann Arbor Trail and
Merriman in Westland. _

Participants don't need a pariner to play.
Snacks and soft drinks are included in the $5
charge. Games start at 7:30 p.m.

Singers needed

Do you like singing religious music, Kirk of
Our Savior on Cherry Hill west of Wayne Road, .
Westland, is looking for singers for its adult
(ages 13 and up) traditional choir.

All Christian faiths and all voice ranges are
welcome. :

Rehearsals are at 7 p.m. Thursdays. For more .
information, call Tim at {734) 718-8733 or the
church. at (734) 728-1088.

Car donations '

People with a car to donate can give it to

Veterans Haven. The organization i5 accepting -

cars, running or not running, that are given to
veterans to provide them with transportation to-
work, school of medical needs. '

To date, the agency has given away more than
250 vehicles and three fully furnished mobile
homes to needy veterans. To donate, call .
Veterans Haven at (734) 728-0527 or go to vet- .
shaveninfo.org on the Internet.

fFree guides

Westland residents can request a free copy of .
the Michigan Consumer Protection Resource
Guide, said state Senator Laura M. Toy, R—
Livonia. ;

“This guide is a va.luable source of information
for all Michiganians,” Sen. Toy said. “Being an
informed consumer is the first line of defense
against fraud, and knowing your legal rights and
where to turn for help if you need it are equally .
1mportant if you encounter a consumer-related
problem.”

The guide contains helpful information abOut
mail order shopping, consumer credit, contracts
and warranties, as well as consumer rights laws
and automobile insurance and repair.

The bocklet was prepared by the Michigan
Legislature and also contains a nine-page direc-.
tory of contact information for various state,
federal, local and nonprofit agencies titled,
“Where to Go For Help/” _

To obtain a free copy, residents of the 6th
Senate District should contact Sen. Toy's office
at (517) 373-1707. :

Individuals who need assistance with a con-
sumer-related problem can also contact the
Michigan Attorney General’s Consumer )
Protection Hotline toll-free at (877) 765-8388,
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5% Merlot, Pinot
N Grigi dabernet
auwgnon %
Shlraz and Wl’ute :
Zinfandel.

most Food

Joe's January Specials!

Ocean Spray Golden Ripe
Pineapples

53.99 ...

Whole, Cut or Cored

Calif:‘;rnia
Navel
Oranges

*3. 99

BIh.B

Texas Rm Star

5 Ib. Bag

Pann a“i

200
Shlraz

%9 99,

This wit
Cant et Dore Ch@ese

oSuEhony,

La Serra 2004
Moscato
D'asti
- $15099 750 mi,

This Dessert Wine Pairs N i
Nicely with Peach Cobbler ) o

Andrg%lsl Baltxc

Farmers
eesex

8 99,

To be Eaten w1ti:1
Fruit and Veggies

: 'Itﬁiian'Fdntina- w;
" Cheese
‘-*'-$_60 1'911;.

One of the World’s i
Greatest Cheeses S i

i

oftex’ ?*
rganlc

J ellies

‘Calhoun [
Bend Mill
Mixes

$149

. Cherry Oatmeal, Apple
Cinnamon & Pesch Cobblar

s Organic

°‘é"9

' 14 oz. can

In Joe's Sho
¥ .shop at Byr Ny =
quality cut of meat and ) L

g: mg Center...
Meat Market for the freshest

Breadsmzth for a variety of fresh baked bread!
Prices Good Through Sunday, January 8, 2006,

COUNCIL
FROM PAGE A1

Graunstadt, LeBlanc and

Stottlemyer.

Wild, 37-year-old owner of
the automotive recycling firm

“of Scrap Busters Auto & Truck

Parts, cited three top issues he
said the council will face this
year - approving a new trash-
hauling contract, protecting

the city budget and guarding
against cuts in state-shared
revenue,

“Ilook forward to the profes-

sional challenge of running the

meetings,” Wild said after he

was chosen as president.
Pickering, stepping down as

president after four years,

commended Wild’s selection.
“I know that Councilman

Wild is going to do an excellent

job, and I'm locking forward to
him being president of the city
council,” Pickering said. .

Councﬂ posmons are part-
time.

The president receives
$13,359 a year, followed by the
president pro tem at $12,754
and other council members at
$12,150.

delem@hometawnlifa.com | (734) 9532110

- Joe’s Produce

33152 W. Seven Mile * Livonia, MI 48152 <&
www.ioesproduee.com (248) 477-4333
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A
Gregory H. Amey
Amey, 51, of Canton, died Dec. 27.
’ B
Nancy Keyes Babeock
Babcock, 76, of lthaca, NY died Dec.
23,
Margaret “Peg” Barnes
Barnes, 81, of Livonia, died Dec. 28.
Carol Ann (nee Schulz) Boyd
Boyd, 65, of Farmington Hills.
Richard “Rick” Buchanan

Buchanan, 49, of Dallas, Texas, former-

Iy of Garden City, died.Dec. 6.
c

Willlam “Skip” Coatsworth
Coatsworth, 55, of Rochester Hills,
died Dec. 27.

E

John Ejffiot
Elliot, 72, of Phoenix, Ariz., formerly of
Plymouth, died Dec. 31

John-R. (Jack) Etherington Sr.

Etheririgton, 71, of Westfand, died Jan.

2. .

G

James J, Gilbert ‘

Gilbert, 91, of Plymouth, died Jan. 2.
H

Yolanda E. (Lana) Hanrahan
Hanrahan, 82, of Bioomfield Hills, died

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 5, 2006

For the Record appears in every
-edition of the Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers. Complete pald obituar-

tes can be found inside today's

newspaper in Passages on page Cé,

Dec. 26.
Chariotte E. Hegwood
Hegwood, 90, of Beltevue, died Jan. 2.
' L
Fiavelle M. {nee Wood) Landry
Landry, 94, formerly of Bioomfieid
Hills, died Jan. 2.
M
Frank Joseph Malinowski
Mafinowski, 92, died Dec. 27.
Rosemary Therese {Schuitz) Martin

* Martin, 66, formeriy of Farmington

Hills, died Dec. 13,
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Safety first in using alternative heat sources

With experts predicting that
heating costs will be higher for
most families this winter, the
prospect of using alternative
heating sources — wood stoves,
space heaters and fireplaces -
is more tempting than ever.

But alternative heating may
carry some additional safety
risks for Westland residents.

Of the 445,500 home heating
fires reported to the nation’s
fire departments in 2002, 68
percent involved fireplaces,
space heaters and chimneys,
according to the latest figures
available from the National
Fire Protection Assaciation
(NFFPA).

Alternative heating also was
associated with 85 percent of
the 220 fatalities associated
with home heating fires,
ineluding 46 percent for
portable space heaters, 28 per-
cent for wood stoves and other
fixed space heaters, and 11 per-
cent for fireplaces and chim-
neys.

“Alternative heating can save
money, but be sure the savings
don’t translate into a fire in
your home,” warned Jchn
Drengenberg, manager of
Consumer Affairs for
Underwriters Laboratories
(UL), the not-for-profit safety
testing organization. “Many of
us too often focus on cutting
expenses while overlooking
basic safety steps that could
prevent a tragedy and the emo-
tional costs associated.”

To help reduce the injuries

and property damage that
occur every year from alterna-
tive heating, a few simple safe-
ty precautions should be fol-
lowed.

“Cooking stoves, gas ovens
and grills should never be used
for heating a room or home,”
Drengenberg said. “That’s not
what they were designed for
and there are too many other
options out there that are
safer.”

A popular alternative is
space heaters. But be sure to
use it the right way. Space
heaters were associated with
nearly three-quarters of heat-
ing fires resulting in deaths,
the leading cause being a space
heather operating too close to
combustibles, such as
draperies, clothmg and furni-
ture.

For a safer operation of
portable space heaters, UL
offers these safety tips:

M Keep &ll space heaters at
least 3 feet away from house-
hold combustibles.

B Use space heatersonly asa
supplementary source of heat.
These devices are not intended
to replace the home’s heating
system.

M Do not use exténsion
cords with space heaters unjess
absolutely necessary. If you
must use an extension cord, be
sure that the cord is marked
“12-gauge” or “14-gauge,”

M Inspect the heater’s cord
periodically, Do not usea
heater with a damaged cord.

RD., WESTLAND, MI 48185.

Publish: January 5, 2008

GARDEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
6000 MIDDLEBELT
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES HAVE BEEN DEEMED
ABANDONED AND WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2006 AT 9:00 A M, THE AUCTION IS
TO BE HELD AT WESTLAND CAR CARE TOWING, 63756 HIX

PLEASE NOTE: THE BIDDING WILL START AT THE TOWING

AND STORAGE CHARGES. N
YEAR & MAKE STYLE VIN#

1995 CHEVROLET 4DR 2G1WN52X759153768
1988 CHEVROLET 4DR 1G1LT5117JY655096
1992 FORD TEMPO 4DR . 2FAPP36U9NB100339
1997 FORD ESCORT 4DR IFALP13P1VW156758
1984 MERCURY 2 DR 1MELM6241RH631440
.1992 PONTIAC 41 DR 1G2HX53L0N1202313
1991 PONTIAC 2 DR 1G2NG14UXMC610050
1995 SUZUKI SWIFT 2 DR 282AB21HTS6604031
2000 JAGUAR 4DR SAJDAD1C4YFL42648
1994 PONTIAC 2 DR 1G2NE15M4RM576855

GEDBOZEY

M Check periodically for a
secure plug/outlet fit. Ifthe
plug becomes very hot, the
outlet may need to be replaced
by a qualified technician,

8 Heaters should be placed
on a flat, level surface, Do not
place heaters on furniture
since they may fall and dis-
lodge or break parts in the
heater.

M Unless the heater is
designed for use outdoors or in
bathrooms, do not use in
damp, wet areas.

M Look for the UL Mark on
your electric heater. This
means representative samples
of the appliance have met UL’
stringent safety standards.

M If you have a liquid-fueled

space heater, use only the fuel
recommended by the manufac-

“turer. The wrong fuel could

burn hotter than the equip-
ment was designed for and
cause a serious fire,

B When refueling, turn off

. the heater and let it cool down

completely before adding fuel.
Wipe away any spills promptly.

M Before you buy a kerosene
heater, check with your local
fire department to ensure that
it is legal.

Other heating alternatives
have a different set of safety
considerations.

Fireplace and chimney fires
are mostly caused by a buildup
of flammable creosote, the
product of wood smoke and
moisture. To prevent this,
wood and cecal stoves, fire-

places, chimneys and chimney

. connectors should be inspectéd

annually by a professional and
cleaned as often as inspections

' suggest.

It’s just as important to burn
properly seasoned wood. Wood
that is green has more mois-
ture and is likely to smolder,
leading to more creosote :
buildup. Also, make sure your
fireplace has a sturdy screen to
prevent sparks from flying into
the room, and allow fireplace
and wood ashes to cool before
disposing in a metal container.

Furnaces also should be
inspected and serviced annual-
ly. Homeowners, however, can
change or clean the furnace fil-
ter themselves. Combustible
materials, such as paint thin-
ners or gasoline, should never
be used nor stored near the
furnace.

Finally, the best defense isa’
good offense. Install smoke
alarms to warn of a fire, but
also have carbon monoxide
(CO) alarms in-the home to

" warn about faulty furnace, fire-

place and oven flues or any
other venting problems and
inadequacies.

Check existing alarms to
ensure they are in working -

-order. Replace the batteries
' once a year.

“Between the cold and the
cost of heating, there will be
enough discomfort this winter,”
Drengenberg said. “You need-
n't add to the suffering with a
preventable home fire.” -

Auditions are Jan. 14

The Lions Clubs of Michigan
are seeking area high school
students to participate in their
annual All-State Band pro-
gram.

The Internationally
acclaimed youth activity has
represented the Lions of
Michigan for nearly 30 years at
the International Association
of Lions Clubs International
Convention. Since its inception,
the Lions of Michigan All-State
Band has had more 300
Michigan cormmunities repre-
sented by area musicians.

“Our program strives to pro-
vide our members with musical
and sociological growth, travel
and education and exposure to
serving those less fortunate, the
motto of Lions Clubs.” said
Roger Weyersberg, director.

He added that the Lions
Band program is developed to
compliment the students’ own
music program and to return

‘them as “improved performers

through excellent music litera-

Take

h:gher rate.

indivicdual.

PEOBISTEA0

- special Orientation event!

advantage of a
3-month Certificate with-a rate of 4.00%
Annual Percentage Yield** (APY).
Balances of $25,000 or more .eamn’ a

Each entry good for all 1
apply for early withdrawal. All rates subject to change- w.thout notice.

DFCU Garden City is celebrating our grand:—;bpening with a
Let us introduce -ourselves, DFCU
Financial has been educating people about their finances for over
55 years. We offer a full range of financial products from checking and
.. loans to financial planning. We have all the m3ajor conveniences
you expect from a top-rate financial institution, too: ATMs, online
banking, check cards and more. Stop in and f
of three Grand Prizes of $1,0001*

special-rate

rae drawings. *

L
g

ister to win one

is still open

everyone. .

(No keg, but barrels: of expertise and a chance to win $1 OOO)

We'd love to show you afl the finaricial products and services we offer.
DFCU Financial ensures you receive great financial help from great
financial minds -~ every day. And now enroliment is open to

WARREN RD

FORD RE>

AAERRIMAN RD &

MIDDEEBELT RD

&

]

*imited time. Drawmgs to-be held on December 22, 2005 January 21, 2006 and February 11, 2006. Entries only available at the
Garden City branch. No purchase required. Eniries aca:epted up o the end of the business day February 11,
*Minimum deposit required to receive quoted APY is $1,000. Penalties

NCUA Your savings are federaily insured up to $100,000 by the National l;redit Union Administration, a 1).5. government agency.
)

Cne entry per

See Utherel
7075 Merriman Rd.
$:30 a.m. -6 p.m. M-F
$:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sat
i Cali 888.336.2700

www.dfcufinancial.com
' H

dfcu
1])

FINANCIAL
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for Lions Clubs Band

ture and high-quality instruc-
tion.”

“We also strive to have the
students return as better lead-
ers in their own program,” said
Weyersherg,

The band program seeks
individuals of all performance
levels, including visual and drill
teams. The band will conduct
its annual auditions on
Saturday, Jan. 14, at Haslett
High School.

It will hold a rehearsal week- .,

end in Aprit and May and, -

prior to departing on its 10-day :
tour, the band. will hold band. - ;

camp at Michigan State
University June 22-25.

This year’s band tour will
take students to Gettysburg,
Hershey and Phitadelphia, Pa.,
Boston and Salem, Mass., and
Cleveland, Ohio.

“Our tour is directed by the
location of the Internationsal
Association Convention, which
is scheduled for Bosten June
29-July 4,” said Brian Shepard,
chief executive officer of the
Lions Band Program.

Past tours have taken the
band to such locations as Hong
Kong, Tokyo, Sidney, Beijing
and Honolulu.

“The band has provided past
students with travel experi-
ences that many may never
have had a chance to do other-
wise” Shepard said.

Performances include such

~ venues as hospitals or public

parks. The band also will per-
form in the International
Parade and have an opportuni-
ty to perferm in a mass band
concert with other Lions Band
prograins attending the con-
vention.

Students are responsible for.
their portion of the tour cost.
Students pay for no adminis-
trative cost of the program.
This year’s tour cost is $1,875.
The tour cost includes all

meals, including rehearsal .« -, -

weekends, lodging, and trans- -
portation while on tour and - :
travel uniforms.

For more tour mformatmn or -

an application visit the Web.
site at

www.lionsofmi. t_om/pages /all
state_band.htm, call (517) 887-
6640, Ext. 13/15 or send an e-
mail to lions@acd.net.

. Lions Clubs International s .-:.

the world’s largest service club
organization. The Lions of
Michigan All State Band
Charities, Inc. is a nonprofit
501{c)3 Orga,mzatton
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Local cable channel reaching out to Middle East, world

8Y WAYNE PEAL
SEAFF WRITER

It’s a new name and new mis-
ston for the former TV QOrient,
the Southfield-based television
operation which remains North
America’s only Arabic-interest
cable network.

The new name, MBN
America, reflects the network’s
increased coverage area and its
desire to “build a bridge”
between Arabic communities in
the U.S. and throughout the
world. _

“We are available everywhere
in North America, in the U.S,,

Law offers
tax break for
creating jobs

State Sen. Laura M. Toy, R-
Livonia, has seen two bills she
sponsored become law.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm

signed Senate Bill 910, spon-

sored by Toy, which will pro-

* vide a one-time tax credit to

b1 sinesses that bring jobs into
Michigan. Toy’s legislation
was one of eight bills signed
this week to provide $600 .
million in tax relief to strug- -

- gling manufacturers in the

state.

“This is an important part
of our efforts to
strengthen

Toy, who serves
as.vice chair of
the Senate
Commerce and
Labor
Committee, “In the new global
economy we can't afford to
stand still. Businesses are
finding themselves needing to
change to stay competitive.
The state also must make
some meaningful changes if it
wants to retain and create
jobs and attract new compa--
nies.”

Public Act 293 of 2005
establishes a 100-percent new
investment credit which will
be given for personal property
taxes paid on property directly
related to jobs transferred to
Michigan in 2007 and 2008.

Transferred jobs would
include high technology or
manufacturing jobs that were
located in a different state or
country in the immediately
preceding tax year that have
been moved to Michigan.'

The governor praised Sen.
Toy's bill and others in the
package by saying “this legis-
lation provides needed incen-
tives for Michigan companies

Toy

to invest in their facilities, cre-

ate new jobs, and consolidate
operations here.”

Earlier this month, the gov-
ernor also signed Senate Bill
654, sponsored by Tey, which
makes the unlawful purchase
of public property by a public
servant a felony punishable by
up to one year imprisonment.

To assist municipalities sell-
ing residential property, legis-

allows non-¢lected public

_employees to buy up to four

" parcels from their employer.

~The city of Detroit for exam-
ple, owns approximately
40,000 tax-foreclosed parcels
and employs about 16,000
people, none of whom could
legally buy any of these
parcels prior to the change in
law.

Toy's bill is the companion

' to this legistation and sets

: penalties for anyone who

might try to abuse the change

" and violate the public trust.

“The new law will help local

governments sell excess prop-

erty while also giving hard

working civil servants the

- opportunity to become home

owners in the communities

they serve,” Toy said. “Yet, my

legislation also provides a

. strong deterrent to any type of

impropriety”

lation was recently passed that

Canada and Mexico,” CEO and
President Wally Jadan said of its
cwrrent position on Comcast
digital cable — Channel 667

locally, Radio broadeasts are

also available on 690-AM.

The network is also negotiat-
ing to expand its coverage by
satellite into the Middle East, as
well as northern Africa and

- southern Europe within the

COMming year.

Though two-thirds of its cur-
rent programs are broadcast in
Arabic languages, that, too, will
change.

“We are working toward
being 50/50 in English,” Jadan

said. :
Its planned live coverage of
the Dec. 15 Iraqi elections, com-
plete with reaction from the
metro area, is hoped to be seen
as a breakthrough event for the .
newly-renamed network,
Serving more than 550,000
people of Middle Eastern
descent in metro Detroit, and
an estimated 3.5 million
throughout the continent, MBN
America hopes to someday -
become as much a cable staple
as Univision, the Latin
American cable network.-
“That’s our goal, we will be
full service with not only news,

but entertaintnent program-
ming, sports, movies and fash-
ion as well,” Jadan said.

Making the task especially
challenging, he noted, is the fact
that the Arabic world is made
up of people from a variety of
ethnic groups, each with its own
perspectives on issues, and own
language.

“Sometimes, I will send three
different reporters to cover a
story;’ Jadan said.

The network seeks to high-
light the role of Arab Americans
in U.S. scciety, a role he says is
often misinterpreted by Arabic
media outlets,

IN MEN'S SHOES,

89.99 Cole Haan “Pinch

Tassel” men’s shoe in burgundy (shown)
or black. Sizes 8-13. Orig. 145.00.

r———----------—_-—---1

Tace AN ExRA 15%OFF |

o/ .
50% Off mens designer
sporiswear. Orig. 35.00-325.00, sale
17.50-162.50. w: men's. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

60% Off chiidrens

outerwear. Choose from styles for
infants, girls’ sizes 2-16 and boys’ sizes
2-20. Orig. 30.00-125.00, sale

“People in Ara,blc counties
hear how we're isolated here
and that’s not the case,” Jadan
said. “We're active in our com-
munities, weTe involved.”

To that end, its home commu-
nity is very much interested in
keeping MBN America.

“Southfield prides itself on its

diversity and on the factthat it's

the broadcast center for metro
Detroit — we have everyone but
WDIV (Channel 4)),” said Mayor
Brenda Lawrence, whose serves
on the network’s advisory board.
“So, naturally, were very inter-
ested in helping MBN stay in
Southfield’”

For now, that won't be an
issue. Jadan says the network
will remain at its Southfield
Road studios for the time being.

Long-range plans, he added,
call for a “two- to two-and-one-
half-acre site” to accommodate
modernized studlos and equip-
ment.’

The name change and
expanded role comes at a time -
when Al-Jazeera, the Arabic-
language network based in
Qatar, is reportedly planning
expanded Enghish-language
broadcasts. Other Arabic net-
works might follow. ;
wpeal®homatowniifecom | {248) 9012503

12.00-50.90. w ciorens.

SAVE MORE WITH YO
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Q

60% Off entine stock

of ladies’ fall coats. Orig. 145.00-
650.00, sale 58.00-260.00. « coxs.

SELECTION VARIES BY STORE,
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OUR VIEWS

Cooperation key
to better future

As we begin a new year, we renew our commitment to a core
set of issues vital to the suburban communities that we serve,

It has been difficult to find the resources to address
these issues as Michigan, and southeast Michigan in par-
ticular, has been mired in an economic slump. But this
state continues to be rich in natural and human resources
that hold promise for.a better future, if we work together
to address these issues without the usual political rhetoric
that seems to continually dampen progress in our state.

We have outlined four key areas that we returnto on a
regular basis in these editorial pages: education, the envi-
ronment, the economy and city-suburban relations. In.
the months ahead, we’ll be discussing these issues in
greater detail and in reference to impending debate and
legislation, Today, we'd like to present an overview of our
perspective on these important concerns.

B Education: Under the state constitution, education is
primarily the responsibility of the state government. The
passage of Proposal A, shifting the majority of school
funding from local property taxes to the state sales tax,
increased the state’s role in funding education and the
federal No Child Left Behind Act has increased the state’s
role in setting educational goals.

‘While we value the important role of local school boards and
administrators, we understand the need to set and maintain
thh educational standards. We have long supported state test-
ing that helps school districts evaluate the effectiveness of their
programs against national and state standards. But we also
believe that the state and local school districts need to work
together in creating a curriculum that is both challenging and
varied enough to meet the different needs of students.

While the state does not currently set a mandatory cur-
riculum, it does provide an outline for districts to use. We -
support the recent proposals of Mike Flanagan, the state
superintendent of public instruction, to increase the math
and science requirements for graduation.

The state is committed to funding schools first, but work
is needed to keep the funding equitable without penalizing
districts for providing a quality educational environment.
We also need to keep funding consistent, even in difficult
economic times when sales tax revenue declines.

B The environment: Michigan is the key Great Lakes
State. The state’s economic future rests on its unique posi-
tion, touching four of the five Great Lakes, We have only
begun to protect this vital resource from those who look
on this fresh water resource as a profit center. The lakes
are a resource for water, fishing, transport and recreation.
They are in danger from both ecological dangers — from
invasive species to toxic runoff — and from politicians
eager to drain water to other areas of the country,

Protecting the lakes is the major environmental issue in
the years ahead, but we also have an obligation to protect the
land. In this area, sprawl continues to be an issue and a prob-
lem. We have designed the metro Detroit area to sprawl
along several freeways, moving farther from an urban center,

We support efforts to revive the Detroit Area Regional
Transit Authority as a first step toward a true regional tran-
sit system. We support infill projects, high-density subdivi-
sions similar to the Cherry Hill development in Canton and

- development of viable “downtown” shopping districts.

While the disposal of waste needs long-term investiga-
tion, we join area legislators in supporting strong restric-
tions on the importation of waste from Canada.

M The economy: Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the state
Legislature have been engaged in a philosophical debate
over who should receive tax benefits and how much, .

" Both sides understand that some incentive is necessary
to attract businesses to this state rather than to other states
or foreign countries. Both understand a need to redirect
the state’s economic focus without abandoning the auto
industry that has been its key business for 100 years.

We have the educational, intellectual and natural
resource capital; what we seem to lack is the political
cooperation and courage to move forward in a way that
will benefit the state to everyone's credit.

M City-suburban relations: The divide between Detroit

. and its suburbs has been called a de facto-apartheid. This

area has been called the most racially divided urban area
in the United States. Detroit was named this year as the
poorest major city in the country.

..Jn recent months, we have seen controversies over mass
tra.nsn; and commercial development devolve into arguments
over race. Racial incidents have been reported in several sub-
urban communities and Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick
acknowledged that race played a part in his re-election.

' In a talk before Observer & Eccentric editorial staffers, :
Kilpatrick also said it was important to bridge the gap

i

that separates our communities without relinquishing the g

city’s stake in'the region.

"This balance will be hard to maintain, but is 1mportanti
to understand as we move toward more reglonal pla,nmng
and projects.
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"These economists think they know everythihg.“

A loss of integrity

Many office employees I meet today
are cancerned about the current state of
business. In Michigan, Indiana,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Georgia, California,
Florida and elsewhere, office workers are
asking why business is so cutthroat and
insensitive to employees and their needs.
The layoffs, benefit reductions and other
labor troubles are a huge worry.

The new improved attitude in business
started a short time ago with Newt
Gingrich during Reagans administra-
tion. The “in your face” tirades of these
officials replaced dialogues and conver-
sations of pelitical discussions and the
exercise of democracy and oozed into
business discussions and management
decisions of how to treat employees as
well. The greed and power wielding over
employees became acceptable behavior.

The courteous and respectful treat-
ment of customers and suppliers
declined to tolerance of their existence .
and be viewed as an obstruction to high-
er profits. Along with the decline of tol-
erance, the “us against them” working
relationships of employees and employ-
ers flourished. Soon, employees will have
to profess to be Republican towork in a
business.

The irony is those who are asking why
business has lost integrity are Bush and
right-wing supporters, How could a

: company behave his way? Most see the
! corporate practices as isalated instead of
- abusiness trend assisted by a corrupt

business practice and a morally bankrupt
administration.

The current business practloes are fos-
tered by this administration and its busi-
ness allies. The worker is a liability for
the company, not asset. Any way a com-
pany can reduce the costs of its employ-
ees will be done to increase profits and
increase payout to executives and board
members. Legislation protecting workers
from unfair treatment is being reduced
or eliminated,

I remember the story of 2 man going
to the doctor complaining that his head
hurt when he pounded it on'a wall. The
doctor’s solution was simply quit pound-
ing his head on the wall. Today’s group of

. Bush supporters are arrogant, rude and

quite surly. But will they ever stop
pounding their head on the wall?
Allan Biber
Westiand

Bill would hurt poor

Please stop this budget bill, If any of
you congressman has ever gone to
sleep hungry, you would understand
how wrong this bill is. I would be will-
ing to bet, little Georgie has never
been without food or access to a doctor
in his whole miserable life. He has no.
respect for life or nature. His fate is
sealed. Are you willing to follow him
down? Please stop his shameless acts
on the poor.

Steven Johnston
Westland

Column on the money

Hugh Gallagher’s column about the
government’s penchant for over-reaching

LETTERS

in terrorism investigations is right on the
money. (“In fight for freedom at home,
librarians take a lead position,” Dec. 18,
2005.) When Mr. Gallagher says,
“Sacrificing freedom for safety is a poor
bargain,” he echoes the sentiments of one
of our founding fathers, Benjamin
Franklin, who said, “Those who would
give up Essential Liberty to purchase a
little Temporary Safety, deserve neither
Liberty nor Safety” -

It’s particularly disturbing that Rep,
Thaddeus McCotter voted to renew the
Patriot Act in its carrent form, despite
his own misgivings about the legislation.
Michigan’s 11th District needs a repre-
sentative who puts American ideals
before his party leadership’s agenda. Mr.
MeCotter with his vote proved the party
matters more than people. Shame on
him,

Tony Trupiane

Dearborn Helghts

Democratic candidate for Michigan's ith
District House seat

it's backward

No cruelty budget, no social service
cuts, rescind tax cuts to the wealthy
instead. I think it’s both deplorable and
disgusting that the Bush administration
chooses to give tax cuts to the very
wealthy and to their big corporate
donors, leaving the most vulnerable in
society to fend for themselves. '

Prime example was Hurricane Katrina,
the death, the devastation, the despair.

‘We watched in horror as our fellow citi-
zens drowned, did without food and
water, died waiting for help to arrive,
Now our government wants to make fur-
ther cuts to our veterans, to our elderly,
to the poor and to everyone in between.
It’s obvious they don’t care about the
average American citizen and this coun-
ry of ours.

Morally, it’s wrong and cruel and not
the America we once were proud of, not
what our founding fathers nor countless
vets fought for. Leave veterans benefits,
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, food
stamps, alone. Rescind tax cuts to the
wealthy instead. 4
' Linda Frost

o Farmington
Fast food epidemic

Today’s children are overwhelmed with
choices from countless fast food chains
and unfortunately, it shows. According to
the American Heart Association's statis-
tical source book on obesity, in the.
United States, approximately 30 percent
of children ages 6-11 are considered over-
weight.

There’s no-doubt in my mind that fast
food is one of the major contributors to
this epidemic,

Between 1970 and 1980, the number
of fast-food outlets in the United States
increased from about 30,000 to 140,000
and sales increased by about 300 per-
cent.

Being a mother of four boys I feel that
it's my duty to. protect my children from
an unhealthy future. So I've committed
to a couple of simple household rules
that I feel will make a long-term impact.
Trips to fast-food restaurants are a rare

occasion and sode-pop is a treat rather
than a daily beverage. It may not seem
like much but it cuts down on a lot of fat
and sugar in their diets.

I think it’s important to let chlldren
know that choosing good food will make
them feel better and live longer. What's
the old saying? You are what you eat.
Children today are living proof of that,

. It’s also important to remember that
children learn by example. Parents need
to show off their owmn good choices
which, in the long-run, will serve a dual
purpose — good health for parents and
children.

Shari Davidek

Livonia

Check it out

To all you older folks out there on
Social Security and Medicare: I'm one of
you and I know how-costly medical '
insurance can be. Big deductibles, big co-
pays. It's a crying shame. Here’s one solu-
tion that might interest you.

Check this out for yourselves. I'm not
an insurance expert, but I used to be an
HMO account executive, :

Ever hear of Michigan Farm Bureau?
How about Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan? You can look up their phone
numbers for yourselves, These two com-
panies have teamed up to offer folks like
youand me a powerful, yet relatively
inexpensive comprehensive medical sup-
plement to Medicare,

To get this supplement, you must
become a Michigan Farm Bureau mem-
ber. I think it costs about $40 a year.
Members are eligible to enroll in BCBS
of Michigan, which can eliminate alto-
gether medical co-pays. and existing
medical problems are covered, with the
exception of end—stage renal disease. No
physma.ls, either, that is, a physical exam
is not required to enroll.

My BCBS policy costs about $2609 for
three months. You can go to any doctar
or any hospltal But, don't take my
word for it. Check it out for yourse]ves
No, it does not cover prescription
meds.

I(ennetll Kem
Farmington Hill

"SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to-the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number

. for verification. We ask that your lettersbe 400

words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Maik

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Scheolcraft
Livonia, M 48150

Fax -
(734} 591-1279

E-mail:
smason@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“I thought ihe bids came back about how we expected them to, based on what we've seen in other communities.”

- Westland Councilman William Wild, about the three bids received for a new five-year trash hauling contract
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Dusting off the state's
crystal ball for 2006

raws in the wind as we make the turn into the
New Yyear ...

M “Demography is history,” the experts say. That’s
a bit cloudy, but basically means that a state’s ora
nation’s future is profoundly determined by the size and
nature of its population. In Michigan’s case, the demo-
graphic trends that will determine what happens to our
state in the long run will start becoming clear in 20086.

First glimpses are not encouraging. The auto indus-
try is scaling back and closing plants. Michigan's total
auto ﬁmployment is still 223,000, but that’s down
. 79,000 from a decade ago.

That means that one out of every
four 1996 auto jobs has disappeared.
Blue-~collar workers are especially feel-
ing the pinch, finding jobs outside the
industry and often moving out of state.

That’s especially true for younger

~workers, who can’t see much of a
future in the auto industry — or else-
where — here. _ ,

This also 1neans that Michigans pop-
ulat.lon growth will likely continue to
lag other states. Qverall, we have grown by only 1.8 per-
cent since 2000, which puts us 42nd among the states.

Keep this trend up, and we'll lose another seat in
the U.S. House of Representatives — and the political
clout that goes with it — after the 2010 census.
(We've already lost four seats since 1980.)

The big question has to do with the education and
skill level of those who stay. It's clear the manufacturing

jobs of the future — like those at the DaimlerChrysler
engine plant in Monroe or the Toyota tech center near
Ann Arbor — will require post-high school credentials,

But the quality of Michigan's workforce gverall lags
behind other states -~ the consequence of a culture
that assumed that any high school dropout could get
a good paying job at the auto plants.

M The domestic auto industry will continue to
shrink, of course, bringing the toughest economie
times to Michigan in living memory.

David Cole, the head of the Center for Automotive
Research and the ranking independent expert on the
industry, thinks the chance of a strike at the now-
bankrupt Delphi bringing General Motors down is
less than 20 percent, I hope he’s right. :

It’s a funny feeling, though, to realize that 1o a large
degree the economic fite of Michigan depends on deci-

sions to be made by only three people; GM’s Rick Wagoner,
Delphi Corp’s Steve Miller and the United Auto Workers'
Ron Gettelfinger. They may not be ahle to save our econo-
my, but they could destroy it with a few bad moves.

You have to hope they're all as sane and smait as
they appear.

B Some hopeful signs are on the horizon, though.
State Supt. of Instruction Mike Flanagan has recom-
mended a seriously beefed-up curriculum for
Michigan schools.

Request our free brochure, -

consumersenergy.com/energyanswers

ose & Save

(lose heat registers in rooms you don't use this

winter - such as spare bedrooms, basements anc]

storage areas. It'sa simple and effective way to

reduce natural gas use, and it can fower your home
. heating costs.

. The cost of natural gas to heat your home will be
higher this winter, So there’s no better time to begin
conserving energy than now. For tips on how to
reduce natural gas consumption and for information

More Than 106 Ways to Save on financial assistance for low-income families, visit
on Your Energy Bill, Or view it o
online. consumersenergy.com/energyanswers. Or call
_ 800-477-5050. A customer service representative is
l - ready to help. |

The state Board of Education has endorsed the
idea, but it has to get through the Legislature to
become effective this year, I'd be surprised if our
political masters actually stepped forward this year,
but stranger things have happened, With a newly
elected school board taking over in Detroit, I doubt
anything of any substance will happen in what cer-
tainly is the most crisis-ridden district in the state.

And by mid-March, parts of six communities in
Oakland County will be hooked up for widespread

-wireless Internet access in homes, cars, stores, parks
" and anywhere else. By the end of 2007, all 910 square

miles of the county will be online for wireless.

County Executive L. Brooks Patterson, the movmg
force behind this leap forward, says it’s “history in the
making.” What puzzles me is why, if our political
masters are so fired up about fixing Michigan's econ-
omy, they don’t push a program like this statewide.

M Which brings us to business taxes, Gov. Jennifer
Granholm, House Speaker Craig DeRoche, R-Novi, and
Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema, R-Grandville,
have all agreed that Michigan’s business tax structure
badly needs to be simplified and restructured.

Granholm proposed a fairly substantial program
early last year, but it languished amid partisan snip-
ing. And the tax changes passed at the end of last

year were marginal, at best.

Personally, I think a radical program is called for:
repeal the Single Business Tax and replace it by extending
the sales tax to services while reducing the 6 percent rate,
But don't hold your breath. Unless I am happily wrong,
the political system is sufficiently broken to ensure noth-
ing substantive or far-reaching will happen, even though
this state is literally fighting for its economic life.

B With the failure of the political system over the
past few years, you can expect a whole bunch of
measures 1o be placed directly on the November bal-
lot, bypassing a paralyzed Legislature with “citizen-
based” (i.e. special interest-financed) initiatives.

A partial list includes: bans on abortion, dove
hunting and affirmative action; raising the minimum
wage; hiring preferences for veterans; guaranteeing
funding increases for schools; strengthening private
property rights; and relaxing legislative term limits,

California leads the nation in this, a trend much
criticized by political scientists as replacing represen-
tative democracy with direct vote by an uninformed
and easily manipulated electorate,

“Californiaccracy,” however, is the inevitable out-
come of a political system that is dysfunctional and
out of touch with the big concerns of real people. We
need to change this — and my new year’s wish for us
all is that we figure out how.

Happy New Year!

Phil Power is a longtime observer of politics, economics and
education issues in Michigan, He would be pleased to hear from
readers at ppower@hcnnet.com.
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The good, the bad and the ugly of
2005 - and what it means for 2006

want to share with you some thoughts
about 2005 and to look ahead to the
new year.
Beginning with the more encouraging
news, Congress finally passed two major
pieces of legislation that have been held up
for years — the highway bill and the energy
bill. Thelong-delayed highway bill will
provide $1,123 billion annually for trans-
portation projects in Michigan and will
create 61,500 new jobs across the state.
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow and I also won
approval of $100 million in funding for
Michigan's Highway Projects of Regional
and National Significance. We also made
some modest progress on Michigan's
m Ceturn on the gas taxes we

| send to Washington.

While far from perfect,
the energy bill will
encourage investment in
infrastructure and alter-
native energy technolo-
gies, improve the reliabil-

M ity of our electricity sup-
Cari ply, and improve energy
Levin efficiency and conserva-

SR

tion. We need to do much
more. Early next vear, I will introduce
legislation that would invest significantly
greater federal resources in areas such as
hybrid engines, advanced batteries,
advanced clean diesel and fuel cells that
could lead to revolutionary break-
throughs in automotive technology.
Michigan won a significant victory this
year when the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission recommended
expanding the functions of the Tank-
Automotive and Armaments Command at
the Detroit Arsenal in Macomb County. The
Defense Department’s new Joint Ground
Vehicle Center of Excellence at the Arsenal
will be a great economic asset to Michigan,
our automotive community, and will make
a contribution to the defense of our nation.
The other good news this yearwasa
few things that did not happen. The Bush
administration began the year proposing
far-reaching and unwise changes to Social
Security. But the American people said
clearly that they do not want this critical
and sucecessful program weakened or pri-
vatized. We have also so far resisted the
administration’s insistence on repealing
the estate tax, which would largely benefit
only a small minority of the wealthiest
-Americans at a huge cost to the treasury.
The budget picture overal]l was dismal.
The deficit for this year was $319 billion.
The national debt has climbed above $8
trillion. And the interest on that debt was 14
percent of the federal government’s spend-

Available for Aﬂwno
We're Happy. fo
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MPLETE DINNER

Salad or Cole Slaw, Ralls and

tatogs or Vegetable.

Includes 'ngalnhie o, suaﬂham, $
pige of Pota

ing, The administration and the majority in
Congress continue to insist on more tax
cuts mostly benefiting the richest among us
and budget cuts that fall disproportionately
on the most vulnerable Americans.

We also continued this year to lose
manufacturing jobs. In the past five years,
we have lost 2.9 million domestic manu-, -
facturing jobs, including 214,000 jobs in
Michigan. I am very dlsappomted that the
Bush administration has not acted to dea}
with this crisis. Within the Mlchlgan oon-
gressional delegation, there is bipartisan™
agreement on several steps we should
take ~ we need to end currency manipula-
tion by our trading partners, open export,
markets blocked by trade barriers, make
other countries play by the rules, and
lower catastrophic health care costs to
make businesses more competitive,

We should offer significant tax credits to”
encourage the development of advanced
technologies and support existing pro-
grams at the Department of Commerce,
including the Manufacturing Extension
Partmership and the Advanced Technology
Program, instead of cutting or ending -
them as the administration proposes. :

I am hopeful that Congress will put the
creation of manufacturing jobs in 2006 at
the top of a broader agenda more in line
with the priorities of the American people.
That agenda should also include reducing
the federal deficit; investing in education;
improving access to health care and reduc-
ing its costs; protecting the environment,
including the Great Lakes; improving our
response to natural disasters; and strength-

ening our defenses against terrorist attacks. -

As we make these investments here at
home, we also need to change course in
Iraq to improve the chance of success
there. At this writing, the war has cost
more than 2,150 American lives and

nearly 2 half trillion dollars. Qur troops . -

are performing heroma.lly, and we areall”
grateful for their service. Qur military
leaders tell us, however, that there is no
purely military solution without a politi¥™
cal solution in Irag. The Dec. 15 election’®
in Iraq was encouraging, but we do not =«
yet know if the elections will ultimately -
be a step forward. Over the next four
months, the period they have set for =
themselves, the Iragis must amend their”
constitution to make it a unifying docu-
ment that has the support of all major
groups in Iraq. For our part, we need to
send the clear message to the Iragis that
unless they get their political house in
order we will consider an expedited
timetable for the reduction of our forces..
Card Levin is the senjor U.S. senator from Michigan.
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www.hometownlife.com

Listings for the Community Calendar
should be submitted in writing. They
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
{734) 591-7219 or by e-mail at sma-
son@oe.homecemm.net. For more
information, call (734) 953-2112.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Train show
$3. Simon and Jude Church's ushers
club wili sponsor a buy and swap toys
and trains shaw noon-4 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 15, at the church hall at 32500
Palmer Road, one mile west of
Merriman, Food and beverages are
avaitable. Admission is $2 per person,
$4 per family. There are approximate-
iy 125 dealer tables avaifable at $10
each. To reserve & able, call (734)
*595-8327. Dealer set-up begins at 9
a.m, on the day of the show.
Open house
-§t. Damian Catholic School witl be
hoiding a Preschool-Kindergarten
Open House or 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday,

Jan. The schoal offers three-four-year-

old preschool and three and five full
day kindergarten. Registration will be
acceptad for the 2006-2007 school
year at this time. St. Damian is at
29891 Joy Road, Westland. For move
information, call {734) 427-1680.
K-grams Gymnastics Night
K-grams, Inc. (Kids Programs) invites
your famify to the Fourth Annuat &
grams Gymnastics Night af the
University of Michigan women's gym-
nastics meet against the Chio State
Buckevyes. Local families are invited to
join more than 1,000 elementary stu-
dents from K-grams, fans, students,

* and mentors, as we cheer on the
teams and engage in fun for the whole
famity. The meef is scheduled for Jan.
27 &t 7 p.m. at Crisler Arenain Ann
Arbor.

K-grams will also have special raffles
and prizes for all chitdren in atten-
dance, Just by attending K-grams Gym
Hight, you will help raise money for
mentoring and literacy programs in K-

'5 schools, K-grams has partnered with

Comcast, which will donate $11o kids
“* programs for each person who walks
‘through the door. Admission is free
with a univarsity iD, and $5 for adults
and $3 for children. For more informa-
tion, visit the group’s Web site at
www.kgrams.org/gym, or send an e-
mail to gym@kgrams.org.
show.

Audition notice

The Dearborn Heights Civic Theatre is
holding auditions for Once on This
Island at 7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Jan.
9-10, at Berwyn Center

26155 Richardson, Dearborn Heights.

. Once on This Island Is an highly origi-
nal and theatrical Caribbean adapta-
tion of the popular
fairy tale, The Little Mermaid. It will be
presented March 3 and Aprilt, 7 and
8. Dance auditions wiil include a short
dance that will be taught prior to
smaft group akditions. For music audi-
tions, participants should be prepared

to sing a piece that best displays their
vocat abifity. An accompanist will be
provided for those with sheet. howev-
er, a compact disc with vocal track
removed or singing a cappellz also is
acceptable. For more information, visit
the web site at
www,dhctstage.org/onceanthisisiand;.

Starfish programs
Starfish Family Services Great Parents,
Great Start teachers help prepare chil-
dren, ages 2 -4 years for preschool
and school in their own home. Fun,
learning activities help children graw
and fearn and parents learn fips, too.
The program is open to families in
western Wayne County, if they qualify.
Catl (734) 595-0411, Ext. 104, for more
information. Starfish also has a ongo-
ing, free Pregnancy Support Group,
offering pregnant women z chance to
talk with other pregnant women, meet
with a prenatal nurse, hear baby’s
heart beat and Iearn about nutrition,
pain management and other topics.
Groups fo be held in Wayne, Westiand
ang Inkster areas. To ragister, (734)
595-0411, Ex{. 104,

Rec classes
The Wayne Parks and Recreation
Department will offer its second win-
ter sessjon of home schooi physical

" education and swim program 13 p.m.

Jan. 9-Feb. 22,

B The Wayne Aquatic Area winter Il
Learn to Swim registration is going on
now through Jan. 7, Classes being the
week of Jan. 9, Cast is $31 for resi-
dents and $41 for non-residents.
Private lessons are available.

n A new Masters swimming program
for those ages 16 and older and
coached by Chrissy Robert, head

- heaith and wellness trainer, wil! have

practices 7-8 a.m. Monday, Jan. 9 and
Jan. 23, and 4-5 p.m. Thursday, Jan, 19

and Feb. 2. The progrem offers organ-

ized workouts, Cost is $5

for residents and $6 for non-residents.
Call (734) 7217400 for mere informa-
tion.

FOR SENIORS

Friendship Center
The Senjor Resourges Department -
(Friendship Center}, 119 N. Newburgh,
Westland, offers a variety of nrograms
for older adults. The Web site
www.clwestland.mi.us offers more
information. Call (734) 722-7632.

Crochet & Knit
A crochet and knit group meets 9:30
a.m. every Thursday at the Friendship
Center on Newburgh near Marguette.
Beverly Kaminski is the instructor.,
Participants should bring atype “G”
crochet hook. Those inferested can
sign up at the center's front desk or
call {734) 722-7632,

Visually Impaired
The Visually impaired Persans (¥IPs)
support group meets 12:30 p.m. every
Friday at the Friendship Center, 19 N,
Newburgh, Westland. Participants
share information and meet others.
Those interested in joining can be
scheduled on a bus route for trans-

portation, for i’nformatiom calf (734)
722-7632.
Choir

The Senior Chair, under the leadership;
* of Robert Cassidy, is open to those

who like to sing. It meets 9:30 am.
Thursday, For information, call the
Friendship Center, (734) 722-1632.
Hearing checks
Every third Tuesday of each month, &
representative from Personalized
Hearing Care of Westland will check
and clean hearing aids free, 2-3 p.m,
by appointmant only. Call (734} 722-
7632 for more information.
Exercise '
Simply Jazzercise is designed for
exercisers older than 40. The program
provides a {ow to moderate workout,
The axercise improves strength, flexi- -

bifity, balance, posture, coordination -

and cardiovascular endurance, I .

ingorporates simpte dance routines

with walking or jogging patterns and
resistance exercises. Wear loose-fit-
ting clothing and comfortable shoes. -
Light weights ard an exercise mat are
suggested. Ciasses are 1015 a.m.
Monday, 5 p.m. Wednesday, i0:15 a.m.
Friday, 2t $3 per person per ciass. Sign
up at the front desk af the Westland
Friendship Center or cail (734) 722-
T632.

Trave! Group
The Friendship Trave! Group meets 1
p.m. the second Friday of each month
{uniess a large event is scheduled) in
the Westland Friendshin Center, Tiig N.

Mewhurgh, Programs include celehra-

tion of hirthdays, docr prizes, descrip-
tien of new classes or programs;
speakers from tour companies,

averview of day/ overnight trips and

refreshments. Catl (734} 722-7632.
Dyer Center
The Wayne-Westland schoo! district’s
Dyer Senior Adult Center offers activi-
ties Monday-Thursday at the center, on
Marguette befween Wayne and
Newburgh roads. Mondays, Senioy
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, arts,
crafts and neediework af 330 a.m,
Wednesdays, kitchen band, 13a.m.,
bingo at 1 pan,; Thilrsdays, ceramics,
arts, crafis at 330 aum.

DRGARIZATIGRS

Vietnam Vets
The Piymouth-Canton Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter 528,

meet at 7:30 p.m. the second Monday -

of every month at the Plymouth VFW

Post 6695, on S. Mifl Street, just north-

of Ann Arbor Réad. H vou served in the
U.S. military between 1964 and 1975,
even, if not, “in  country” { combat

zone ) you are stii! eligible to become -

a member. Visit the Web site at

www,mihometown.com/ce/Plymouth

CantonWVa for more information.
Friends of fibrary

The Friends of the Witliam P faust

Pubtic Library organization meats at 2

n.m, the second Tugsday.ofedch = 7

month at the ligrary, 6123 Central City
Parkway. Call {734) 326-6123. Meetings
last about one hour and are open to

ild I'Iani'lc
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the public. The group alse holds a
book safe during requiar library hours
at the library.

in Harmony
The Wayng Chapter of the Barbershop

: Harmony Society meets at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at Kirk of Our Savior
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry
Hill, west of Wayne Road, Westand.
Gentlemen Interested in the chapter's
Renatssance Chorus of who enjoy
quarteting can call membership chair-
man Bob Wolf at (734} 4211652, or
attend a rehearsal.

Civil Alr Patro!
Emergency service is just one of the
gongressianaliy mandated missicns of
the Civif Air Patrol, which inciudes
ground and air search-and-rescue
operations. The Civil Air Patrol, which
is the official US. Air Force auxiliary, is
made up of civilian volunteers. To
learn more about CAP or training as
an air crew or ground team member,
contact the Willow Run Composite
Squadron (Mi-260. Call Capt. Dane
Hansen, deputy commander/recruiter,
at {734} 485-3021 or visit the Web site
www.members.home.het/capiibers-
tors/.

Habitat help
The Western Wayne affiliate of Habitat
for Humanity is seeking volunteers to
help with building homes, office-duties
and fund-raising. Nu experience nec:
essary. Training will be provided. For
information, call (734) 4597744,

Veteran’s Haven
Veterar's Haven operates a car, boat,
camper and ral estate-donation pro-
gram. Donaticns are tax-deductible.
For infarmation, call (734) 728-0527.
Food is distribUted to veterans once a
month throughout the month and
there is a supplementzl food program
9 a.m. o noan Wednesdays. The
Veteran Haven's Outreach Center 4924
S. Wayne Road two biocks south of
Annapolisin Wayne. Any honorabéy
discharged Veteran that is in need or.
homeess and wants a better quality
of life can call (734) 728-0527.

Pet-A-Pet
The Pet-A-Pet animal vi 5|tat|on pro-
gram provides pet therapy with the
hetp of volunteers, Pats should be
friendly, wefi-behaved and must have

+eurrent vacginatians, There isa $5

membershig fee. Volunteer opportuni- -

{ies are avaifable al Hope Nursing Care
Center. 630 p.m. the third Tuesday of
the month (Marie Johnson, (734) 326-
12003, and Marguette House, 10:30 a.m.
the second Wednesday of the month
{Lorna Johnson, {734) 425-1681). There
gre also openings at Garden City
Hospital, 3 n.m. the fourth Thursday of
the month {Stacy Suida, (734) 458~
4392).
Zonta Club
The Zanta Club of Northwest Wayne
County, a service club to advance the
status of women, meets evary month
on tne fourth Monday at the Holtday
nnyLivenia. For mare information,
call Fat Harris at {734) 420-2920
Franklin PTSA
The franklin High School PTSA is seek-
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ing members. Membership is open to
those whe care about the schools and
the community. Members need not

. have a student in the school. Price is

$3 for students, 85 for adults, Checks
should be made payable to Franklin
PTSA and sent to 31000 Joy, Livonia Mt
48150,

Tuterial program
A tutoring program for students is
offered at the Salvation Army Wayne-
Westland Corps Community Center,
2300 Venoy in Westland. The program,
3:45-515 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays,
is for students 9 and older in Wayne,
Westland and Romulus, For informa-
tian on participating or volunteering,
cail Tyzone Peterson, (734} 722-3660.
Tutors need to have at teast a high
school education,

M.O.M.5.

M.0.M.S. Cluty of Canon/ Westland |s ai

nonprofit support group for stay- at=- -
home mothers. There are weekly

" events, Mom's Night Out, age-oriented
pfay groups and more. For informa-
tion, calf Wendy, (734)-398-6957.

FOR YCUR HEALTH

TOPS
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly}
meets every Wednesday at St. Jonn's
Episcopaf Church, 555 S. Wayne Road,
Westland. Weigh-in is 6:30-75 p.m.,
with the meeting 7:30-8:30 p.m. For
more information, call Rosalie at {734)
728-(299.

Menopause & More
A Menopause & More support group
for women meets 7-9 p.m. the first
Wednasday of the month in Classroom
2 of the west addition of the Marian
Women Center of St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile, Livonia. No
registratior is necessary, and the
group is free of charge. For more
information, call (734) 655-1100,

Support group
A support group for people with
chronic iliness meets on Fridays every
other week, at the Westside Mental
Health Services, 32932 W. Warren, Suite
103, Westland. The support group is a
service of Awareness Counseling
Services. There is a $70 for each meet-
ing which wilt be facilitated by a pro-
fessional. For more information, call
(734) 513-8295 or (313) 562-2800,

- AiM

-Anxiety or nanic attacks? AIM
{(Agoraphobics in Motion) meets at
7:30 p.m. Thursdays at Faith Lutheran
Church, 30000 Five Miie, between
Middlebelt and Merriman in Livopia.
AiM is a suppart group for those work-
ing on recovery from anxiety disorder
or phobias, Call (248) 547-0400,

Grief support
Angela Hospice offers ongoing grief

support groups every second and
fourth Tuesday of the month. All-
groups are free of charge and open t0
the community. CaHl bereavement
coordinator Ruth Faver at Angefa
Hospice, (734} 464-7810,

Childbirth classes )
Garden City Hospital, on Inkster Road
at Maplewoad, is sponsoring classes
for parents of newborns, weekend
childbirth instruction, a refresher
childbirth educatfon course and a new
support group for expectant teens, For
information on programs, calt (T34)
458-4330. ’

Childbirth Assaciation
Classes for chilghirth preparation are
offered at several Wayne County loca-
tions. Morning and evening classes are
avaifable, Registering new classes

_ every month Newbaorn care classes

j :and Cesarean birth préparation are

alsooffered. Calf (734) 459-7477,

Flbromyalqia
The Garden City area chapter of’the
Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and CFS
Association Support Group meets 1-3
p.m.the first Thursday of each month
at Merriman Road Baptist Church on

* Merriman south of Ford, There are
quest speakers and discussion on a
variety of topics. There'is no member-
ship fee, however a small donation is
greatly appreciated. Calf Tina Wing at
(734) 338-2226 or Lucy Rowley at (734)
462-1768.

RISTORIC

A. Pioneer trek

The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has
been designed to introduce travelers
to the history of the area. Travelers
will visit sites that affected the devel-
opment of Westland as a community.
Those who complete the trek will
receive an embroidered patch, To start
the trek, first visit the Westland
Historica! Museumn and pick up a pack-
et. The museum is at 857 N, Wayne
Road and is open 1-4 p.m, Saturdays, .
except before a holiday, The trek is
sponsored by the Westland Histarical
Commission and the Friends of the
Westiand Museum, For information,
call (734) 326-10.
Friends of Eloise
The Friends of Eloise group meets 7
p.m. the third Tugsday of the month in
the dining room of the Kay Beard
Buitding, on Michigan between
Middiebeit and Merriman. All are wel-
“come. Cali Jo Johnson, {734) 522-3918.
Friends of Museum '
Friends of the Westfand Historical
Museum meet at 7 p.m. each.month
except December at the CoHins House,
located at the museum complex, 857
N. Wayne Road. Cal! Jim Franklin at
(734} 595-8119. Everyone Is weicome,

Save Up
On 10005 of
Toys * Dolls - Aetivities

Over 38,008 Playthings
Convenient Parking

; Shop 4t Your Gonvenizacel

2ING WORLD OF TO¥S
To 30%

Sale Ends 1/21/06.

Back Pain?

Westland, MI - According to a recently released back pain
‘relief report, most back pain sufferers have no idea how to
eliminate their pain. Some use heat, others ice. From
sleeping on the floor, to pillows underneath the legs, back
pain relief techniques very. But thanks to a free report, local
back pain sufferers finally know exactly what to do. To get a
copy of the free “Back Pain Relief Report”, call toll-free,
1-888-744-2226. (Toll-free, 24 hour recorded message)

OEQ8401401

Herniated Disc Technology
Discovered by NASA Scientists -

Ann Arbor - A new free report bas recently been released that
reveals how breakthrough medical technology is offering new -
hope for sciatica sufferers. Discover how research has proven non-
surgical decompression 86% successful in treating debilitating back
pain., Find out how NASA's accidental discovery led to the most

Space Age Technology Is Solving Back Pain Without Drugs Or .
Surgeryl” Call 1-800-862-6185 for the toll-free recorded message.
Supplies are limited - call now. If phone lines are busy, visit:

www.free-discreport4u.com

OE0S40F083

RGENT CONSUMER BULLETIN

Interest Rutgs Are Going Up 111

February 1st the new head of the Federal
Reserve takes over! First on his agenda is to
arrest inflation by restricting consumer credit!
That means a dramatic rise in your.interest rates !

If you have an interest only mortgage,or. ANY..,
type of ARM, you need to convert to a fixed rate
REFINANCE NOW I

in 2006 major banks will DOUBLE you \ :
payment on credit card debt. If you pa ,"$150 per
month can you afford $300? Pay them offl - .
{REFINANCE NOW!

Call for a FREE analysis to see if a reﬁnance Is a |3
smart move for you! It does not matter who your |
mortgage company is or how old your loanis, - |

WE CAM RELDP!

AMERICA ONE FINANCE
Call 248-705-8565

QE0B401 860

‘promising treatment today. For your free report entitled, “How .{ -

ng
:



http://www.hometowniife.com
mailto:son@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.kgrams.org/gym
mailto:gym@kgrams.org
http://www.dhctstage.org/onceonthisisiand/
http://Jan.9-Feb.22
http://www.members.home.net/caplibera-
http://www.ci.westland.mi.us
http://www.mihometown.com/oe/PSymouth
http://www.mikes-markefrplaceicom

