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At least three Detroit teens face a 
court hearing Thursday for their 
alleged involvement in a carjacking 
last Sunday morning in Westiand. 

A fourth youngster, 16, was turned 
over to juvenile authorities, but pros­
ecutors will seek to have him tried as 
an adult, police Sgt. Steve Borisch 
said. 

The four teens are accused of riding 
up behind a BMW that was stopped 
at a traffic light, forcing two men out 
of the car, robbing them at gunpoint 
and taking the BMW. 

The incident happened about 5 
a.m. last Sunday on westbound 
Warren at Merriman. No shots were 

fifed, and no one was injured. 
' The following defendants face a 
preliminary hearing Thursday in 
Westiand 18th District Court. Not-
guilty pleas have been placed on 
record for all of them: 

• Ernest Young, 19, who is accused 
of driving the stolen BMW. He is 
charged with carjacking, two counts 
of armed robbery, felony firearms and 
fleeing from police during a chase 
that started after Dearborn Heights 
police spotted the stolen car. 

Young is jailed in lieu of a 
$50,000/10 percent bond, meaning 
he would have to post $5,000 for his 
release. 

V Damien Thomas, 17, who is 
accused of accompanying Young in 
the stolen BMW. He is charged with 

carjacking, two counts of armed rob­
bery and felony firearms. 

Thomas also is jailed in lieu of a 
$50,000/10 percent bond. 

• Roxanne Silvia, 17, who is 
accused of being in the 1998 Malibu 
that pulled up behind the BMW when 
the carjacking occurred. She also is 
charged with carjacking, two counts 
of armed robbery and felony firearms. 

Silvia is jailed in lieu of a 
$75,000/10 percent bond, and she 
would have to post $7,500 for her 
release. 

Westiand District Judge Gail 
McKnight arraigned the three teens 
Tuesday as their family members sat 
in the courtroom. 

A fourth teen also was arraigned 
Tuesday along with Young, Thomas 

and Silvia, but police later turned him 
over to a youth home after learning 
that he was only 16 - not 17 as they 
had initially believed. 

It's possible that the juvenile, 
allegedly in the Malibu, will still face 
charges as an adult, Borisch said. He 
is accused of carjacking, two counts 
of armed robbery and felony 
firearms. 

During the carjacking, a 27-year-
old Westiand driver and his 21-year-
old brother were forced out of the 
BMW and ordered to He down on the 
pavement, Borisch has said. They 
were robbed, and the BMW was 
taken, he said. 

According to police, Young was 
arrested after Dearborn Heights 
police spotted the BMW and chased 

it. A Redford police dog was brought 
in and found him hiding under a 
Jeep, Borisch has said. 

Thomas is accused of fleeing from 
the BMW and being arrested later at 
his Detroit home. Police said they 
arrested Silvia and the 16-year-old 
suspect after they returned to 7" 
Westiand to look for their friends, * 
only to be spotted in the Malibu. • 

If convicted as charged, the teens" 
could face penalties ranging from two 
years to life in prison. A felony 
firearms conviction carries a manda­
tory two-year term; carjacking and 
armed robbery charges are punish­
able by any number of years up to life 
in prison. 
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Malls draw 
music, 

shoppers 

Tabitha and Theresa 
Garden City. 
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Ouinn take a noontime break after shopping since 7 a.m. Friday at Westiand Shopping Center. The mother-daughter team is from 
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The sounds of the season are 
already flowing through, area 
shopping malls, creating a 
soundtrack for the buying fren­
zy. Christmas carols fill shops, 
restaurants and corridors, and 
places like Livonia Mall and -
Westiand Shopping Center even 
offer live entertainment to 
'brighten the experience. 

"I think it brings about the 
festive atmosphere," said Bobbi 
Gelman, marketing director of 
Livonia Mall. The mall brings in 
jazz groups and school groups 
to entertain shoppers. 

"When people come in, we 
want them to get that warm, 
fuzzy feeling that makes them 
want to come back," said 
Gelman, adding the mall offers 
easy in-and-out access. "Baby 
it's cold outside, but it's warm in 
here." 

Denise Mills, marketing 

director of Westiand Shopping 
Center, noted that The Phil 
Gram All-Stars jazz band have a 
standing performance on 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 20 and 
Thursday, Dec. 15 at the mall, 
followed by a strolling barber­
shop quartet - Three D's & W*s 
- who will make the rounds on 
Wednesday Dec. 14,21 and 
Friday Dec. 16 and 23. 

"The two entertainment 
groups have been coming to the 
mall for a number of years now," 
said Mills. "Not only do the 
merchants ask "When are they 
coming back?' but the shoppers 
do also." 

That's just one way to draw in 
shoppers. Another invokes the 
spirit of giving. 

Westiand Shopping Center, 
located at 35000 Warren Road, 
also functions as a drop-off cen­
ter for new, unwrapped gifts 
meant as local Toys for Tots 

PLEASE SEE SHOPPERS, A8 

ard to discuss Legacy plan 
The Livonia Public 

Schools Board of 
Education will meet 
Monday to discuss the 
demographics commit* 
tee's Legacy Initiative, a 
plan that includes the 
potential to close seven 
schools and alter the dis­
trict's boundaries. 

The Livonia district 
serves the north part of 
Westiand. 

The board was formally 
presented with the plan 
Nov. 14, just under a 
month after it was 
released to the communi­
ty. A public hearing fol­
lowed Nov. 21 at a packed 
Carli Auditorium inside 
Churchill High School. 
The upcoming meeting 
will mark the first oppor­

tunity for all seven board 
members to discuss the 
proposal. 

Board President Daii 
Lessard said it will give 
trustees an opportunity 
to ask questions and clar­
ify any information they . 
have. The issue will not 
go up for a vote during 
this meeting. 

"Hopefully it will gen­
erate more questions, dis­
cussion and be very, very 
beneficial," he said. 

Lessard said he plans 
to keep the discussion 
among board members 
open and non-restrictive. 

"I'm hoping for dia­
logue and lots of it," he 
said. "We are doing 
something I believe that 
is just great for kids. Is it 

going to be easy? No. It 
means an awful lot of 
work for an awful lot of 
people." 

The Committee of the 
Whole, meaning the 
entire school board, will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the dis­
trict office, 15125 
Farmirigton Road, just 
south of Five Mile. 

It is a public, open 
meeting, and there is 
time set,aside at the start 
for audience comments. 
The me'eting will also be 
televised on the district's 
cable channels, 15 for 
Bright House Network 
and Wide Open West 
subscribers and Channel 
19 for Comcast viewers. 

By Stephanie A. Casola 

welcome 
Despite a worrisome economy, people still seemed in 

a giving mood Friday as Westiand Goodfellows volun­
teers collected money to buy Christmas gifts for chil­
dren in need. 

"They seemed to be generous," said police Lt. James 
Ridener, who spent much of Friday morning selling 
Goodfellows newspapers at the Warren-Wayne inter­
section. 

Volunteers braved teeth-chattering weather to help 
raise money. 

"The hardest part is staying warm," Goodfellows 
President Jim Rachwal said. 

The number of volunteers grew to at least 30 this 
year - up from about 20 in recent years, Rachwal said. 

Goodfellows last year bought toys and clothing for 
700 children in 500 families. Rachwal has predicted 
that the demand for help will increase this year, due to 
job losses and other economic issues. 

Anyone who missed Goodfellows volunteers oh 
Friday but who still wants to donate may send checks 
payable to Westiand Goodfellows to the Westiand 
Dorsey Center, c/o Westiand Goodfellows, 32715 
Dorsey Road, Westiand, MI 48186. 
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Westiand firefighter Tom Wright braves cold weather and mail 
traffic while collecting donations for the Westiand Goodfellows 
at the corner of Wayne and Warren roads. 

Information about Goodfellows also is available 
online at www.westlandgoodfellows.org. 
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AROUND WESTLAND 

Blood drive 

helicopter, 
crew lift off 
Laurel Park 

l-raiser 
BVOAVEVARGA 
$#KF.WTO '' " . • -. '• ' 

A few minutes before the 
CH-47 Chinook helicopter 
roared to its windswept lift-off 
oi^a recent Saturday morning, 
t i f craft's captain, CW3 Mark 
j^lyler, stood on the parking 
Iljjt of Laurel Park Place mall 
describing the din raised by the 
massive craft. 
- "I like to say, 'It's the sound of 
freedom;" Tyler said. "That's 
•$vhat it's here for." 
;;;Tyler and his four-man crew 
of U.S. Army National * 
Guardsmen brought the very 
l̂ aige, very loud cargo helicopter 
•vfjth two blades and three 
engines onto the mall lot for 
$3jbut an hour visit recently. 
df"he event was an attention-
gfftbber for the arrival of Santa 
<$|us at the mall - and for the 
^§H's holiday push to raise j 
i||bney for,service members 
| § m SelfVidge Air National 

rd base and their families. 
! mall is.asking those who 
lg their kids to see Santa to 

; a gas card, phone card or 

CW3 Mark A. Tyler of the U.S. Army National Guard talks about the C-47 Chinook helicopter behind him to a group of 
onlookers, including a North Pole resident, in front of Laurel Park Place mall. 

money to donate. 
"We're the middle person in 

terms of need," explained Laurel 
Park Place marketing director 
Patrick Derrig of the effort. The 
mall hopes to raise $20,000 to 
help out those who are making 
the sacrifice and their families, 
who must deal with the emo­
tional separation and monetary 
strain. "Just to have a phone 
card to contact a loved one is 
just magic for someone in 
need" Derrig said. 

"And you know there are 
those needs," agreed Livonia 
Mayor Jack Engebretson, him­
self a U.S. Air Force veteran. He 
was at the event to lend his sup­
port - and provide a key to the 
city for Santa. 

The helicopter and its crew 
were the main attractions for 
more than 100 visitors that 
morning. Visitors asked about 
its towing capacity (50,000 
pounds), its speed (cruising at 
175 miles per hour) and its bat­
tle missions (moving troops and 
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ammunition in Iraq). 
The crew had also moved 

some big names, Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld and 
Vice President Dick Cheney 
while in Iraq, and former 
President George Bush to view 
the ravages of Hurricane 
Katrina. Along with dropping 
6,000-pound sandbags to help 
shore up the levies in New 
Orleans, they also dropped 
bales of hay for stranded cattle. 

As Tyler was answering ques­
tions, an awestruck little boy in 
a wheelchair looked up. "Are 
you a pilot?" the boy asked. 

Tyler crouched down to 
answer him. "I flew that in here 
today" he said, pointing at the 
helicopter. 

"How?" the boy asked with 
amazement. 

"Years of training," he 
answered. 

Other crew members - CW2 
Eric Tupa, StaffSgt. Timothy 
Glynn and Sgt. Brandon 
Hodges - also took time to han­

dle questions and pose for pic~ 
tures. And all seemed to enjoy 
the visit. 

Tyler certainly did. When 
asked about his effort in helping 
to set up the visit organized by 
Derrig, Tyler said, "My personal 
motivation is to allow the public 
to see where their tax dollars 
are going." 

More than that, he said, 
lcWhat a great cause. They're 
here to raise money to support 
our troops and families..." 

Later, as the crew prepared 
the craft for its departure - and 
many visitors watched from a 
safe distance away - visitor 
Ernie Natalini commended the 
crew: "They're great ambassa­
dors." 

And then in a swirl of wind 
the craft lifted off and, with 
crew members waving out the 
side, it sped quickly over the 
mall and circled back over 
with more waves from the 
crew returned by many in the 
crowd. 

House bills provide tuition 
funding for vets and families Thanksgiving dance 

VFW Bova Post 9885 will 
have a blood drive for the 
American Red Cross 2-8 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 28, at the VFW 
hall at 6440 N. Hix, between 
Ford and Warren. Walk-ins are 
welcome or, to schedule an 
appointment; call (734) 728-
3231. Names of donors will be 
placed in a drawing for a gift 
certificate at Vision Lanes for 
an hour of tree bowling, free 
shoe rental, a large pizza and a 
pitcher of pop for up to five 
people. 

Retiree reunion 
A Christmas party for former 

employees and retirees of 
Wayne County General 
Hospital will be held 5^9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at the Golden 
Corral buffet restaurant on 
Warren Road east of 
Newburgh. A private room has 
been reserved. For more infor­
mation call Patricia Ibbotson at 
(313) 561-0177. 

Democrats meet 
The Westland Democratic 

Club will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29, at the Dorsey 
Center, located east of Venoy 
and south of Palmer. Officers 
will meet at 7 P-i*i. 

Christmas concert 
The Westland Community 

Foundation will sponsor a holi­
day reception featuring the 
Glenn Singers from John 
Glenn High School 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, in the 
school's media center. The 
school is on Marquette west of 
Wayne Road. 

Refreshments and hors 
d'oeuvres will be served. Those 
attending are asked to bring an 
unwrapped toy that will be 
given to The Salvation Army 
for children in need at 
Christmastime. 

Please call (734) 595-7727 
for a reservation. 

Legislation has been intro­
duced to provide tuition fund­
ing for veterans, their families 
and the families of first respon­
ded killed in the line of duty. 

"The men and women who 
serve in uniform and on the 
front lines of public safety 
make tremendous sacrifices 
every day" said State Rep. Jim 
Plakas, D-Garden City. "This 
legislation is a small measure 
of what we can give back to 
them. What we owe them, we 
can never fully repay. By help­
ing them and their families 
With college tuition, it is our 
small way of saying thanks." 

The four-bill legislation 
introduced by House 
Democrats would: 

• Provide a full tuition waiv­
er for children of first-respon-
ders killed in the line of duty. 

• Provide up to $2,500 in 
tuition waivers for veterans of 
the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

• Stabilize tuition funding 
for children of disabled veter­
ans or those killed in the line of 
duty. 

• Increase tuition funding 
for children of disabled veter­
ans or those killed in the line of 
duty so that it is fully funded at 
any Michigan public university. 

A/Korean War veteran who 
served in the U.S. Army 
Counter Intelligence Corps, 
Plakas said he has had close 
relationships with emergency 
responders as a former mem­
ber of the Garden City Hospital 
board of trustees. 

"I have had the honor and 
privilege to work alongside 
brave men and women who as 
only that they be allowed to 
serve their country and their 
community," said Plakas. 

The death or disability of a 
veteran or first-responder can 
inflict heavy financial hard­
ships, Plakas noted. 

The Wayne Ford Civic 
League will host a 
Thanksgiving Senior Dinner & 
Dance at noon today, Nov. 27* 
at 1645 N. Wayne Rd in 
Westland. There will be turkey, 
ham and trimmings with danc­
ing to the music of the 
Meltones. Tickets are $8 for 
members and $10 for non-
members of the league. They 
are available at the door.For 
more information call (734) 
728-5010. Those attending 
should be 60 years old or older. 

Membership meeting 
The Westland Youth Athletic 

Association will hold its annual 
general membership meeting 
at 7 p.m. Dec. 1. The meeting 
will be held at the WYAA 
Lange Compound at 6050 
Farmington Road, Westland. 

For more information; con­

tact the WYAA at (734) 421-
0640 or electronically at 
wyaa@wyaa.org. 

Holiday party 
Westland senior citizens are 

invited to the Holiday 
Extravaganza, a Christmas 
party, at the Westland senior 
Friendship Center, Thursday, 
Dec. 15. 

Doors will open at 11:30 
a.m., with the "fabulous feast" 
will be served at noon. There 
will be a chance to have pic­
tures take with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, dancing to the music of 
the Tommie James Trio and 
gifts galore. 

Tickets cost $8 for members 
and $10 for guests. They're 
available at the Friendship cen­
ter, 1119 N. Newburgh, 
Westland. 

New Year's Eve 
Tickets are now on sale for 

the Ushers Club's annual New 
Year's Eve dinner dance at Ss. 
Simon and Jude Church, 
32500 Palmer, Westland. 
Tickets cost $20 each and 
include reserved seating, party 
favors, snacks, mixers, beer, a 
three-meat buffet with side 
items, dancing to the music of 
The Goldtones and pizza short­
ly after midnight. 

Tickets are limited and none 
will be sold after Dec. 27- To 
order them, call Sharlene or 
Curt Frizzell at (734) 425-6819. 

Las Vegas Party 
St. Bernardine Men's, Club is 

sponsoring a Pinochle/Euchre 
Card Party on Fridays, Dec. .2 
and 16, Jan. 6,13 and 27 and 
Feb. 3,17 and 24, at the 
church, southwest corner Arm 
Arbor Trail and Merriman in 
Westland. 

Participants don't need a 
partner to play. Snacks and soft 
drinks are included in the $5 
charge. Games start at 7:30 
p.m. 

Craft show 
The annual Hawthorne 

Valley holiday craft show and 
Pack 547 bake sale will be 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. today, Nov. 2% at 
the facility at 7300 Merriman, 
Westland. Admission will be 
$2, with kids free of charge. 

People with a car to donate 
can give it to Veterans Haven. 
The organization is accepting 
cars, running or not running, 
that are given to veterans to 
provide them with transporta­
tion to work, school of medical 
needs. 

To date, the agency has given 
away more than 250 vehicles 
and three fully furnished 
mobile hornes to needy veter­
ans. To donate, call Veterans 
Haven at (734) ,728-0527 or go 
to vetshaveninfo.org ori the 
Internet. 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
December 12,2005 -
BOARD OF REVIEW 

toalnHnhiiiuNiH 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO all property owners of the City of 
Garden City that the Board of Review will meet in session on 
Tuesday, December 13, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. to correct 
mutual mistakes of fact or clerical errors; PA74 of 1995 authorizes 
the July Board of Review to hear appeals for poverty exemptions, 
but not for poverty exemptions denied by the March Board of 
Review. This applies to current year only. 

ALLYSON BETTIS 
TREASURER-CITY CLERK 

Publish: November 24,27 & December 1,2005 

Please recycle 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 

To all residents and interested parties, The Council minutes will be 
available for review oh the internet at \ 

www.gardencitymi.org > h 

You can access this information at the Garden City Library or City 
Hall during regular Business hours,or in the Police Station Lobby 
24 hours a day. 

• ALLYSON M, BETTIS, Treasurer/City Clerk 
Publish: September 4,18,25, October 2,9,23,30', November 1<3 aad 27,2005 
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

When it comes to buying 
new technology, shoppers seek 
out expert advice. '' 

Last week in South Redford, 
that advice came free from 
Gary LaPointe, the district's 
director of technology services. 

LaPointe hosted three com­
munity seminars to share holi­
day deals and news about new 
products on holiday shopping 
lists. 

"We've done this several 
times before and people seem 
to like it,* LaPointe said. "Who 
doesn't like new technology 
and saving money at the same 
time?" 

This year's must-have tech 
gifts according to LaPointe 
were as follows: 

B9 TiVo - Topping the list, this 
year is the popular digital tele­
vision recorder. "It will change 
the way you watch television," 
said LaPointe. It can be pro­
grammed to find and record 
television shows, music artists 
and more. 

H iPod - A close second on 
LaPointe's list was Apple's MPs 
music player. He suggested the 
4 GB Nano is a good deal at 
$249, because it costs just $50 
more than the 2 GB version. 
And the full size iPod now 
holds more than just music. 

The 30 GB version costs $299, 
and the 60 GB is $399- The 
newest generation of iPod 
offers video in addition to play­
ing audiobooks, podcasts and 
more. 

B Scene It - "The best game 
out there," according to 
LaPointe, it incorporates video 
clips and trivia in an array of 
subject areas, but costs about 

Also making the list of 
favorites is a small digital cam­
era. LaPointe suggested a cam­
era with 4 to 6 megapixels and 
a. real zoom. He suggested buy­
ing a bigger memory chip to go 
with it. 

For anyone on the go, Palm 
Pilot handheld devices hold 
important information. And 
when looking for a laptop, 
LaPointe said smaller laptops 
are often the best. He suggest­
ed a Sony Vaio or Apple iBook 
or Powerbook. It should come 
with a DVD player and CD 
burner, he said. 

Stocking stuffers can also be 
tech-themed. LaPointe pre­
sented small USB drives for 
holding information, 
retractable cables for travel, 
and tiny WiFi detectors to seek 
out a signal for your laptop. 

Look for deals at sites like 
www.woot.cora, slickdeals.net, 
dealnews.com and 
grupare. com/deals. 

TOM HAWLEY j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Gary LaPointe offered free seminars on shopping for new technology. 

Edison Elementary second-grader 
Vinouue Martin said the turkey 
was 'really really good' at the 
school's Thanksgiving feast. 
Students in Jennifer Preblich's 
and Erin Held's classes enjoyed 
turkey, stuffing and all the 
trimmings for their feast. 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWIEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Edison Elementary students in grades one through three enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner thanks to a program 
sponsored by their teachers, Jennifer Preblich and Erin Held. 

Students in two Edison 
Elementary School classes 
enjoyed a Thanksgiving feast 
Tuesday, which seemed fit­
ting as they study about this 
country's early settlers. 

The students dined on 
turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes and corn, part of an 
annual Thanksgiving event 
arranged by teachers 
Jennifer Preblich and Erin 
Held. 

"The students love it," 
Principal Barbara Hastings 
said. "They really enjoy it, 
and lots of parents help out 
that day." 

Preblich teaches a split 
first- and second-grade 
class. Held teaches a split 
second- and third-grade 
class. 

Students and parents who 
participate get more than 
just a belly full of good food, 
Hastings said. 

"This really increased the 
feeling of community in the 
school," she said. 

Second-grader Breeanna Oravecz, with the help of visiting parent Karyn Bizek, fills her plate during Edison 
Elementary School's Thanksgiving feast. Bizek's daughter, Jennafer, also is in the class. 
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Basketball lover looks to build new planet -j. <•*.« +.+V++/L 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 

STAFF WRITER 

Sounds echoed from the cold 
walls in the empty 47,600-
square-foot building. The heat 
wasn't yet working and the 
lights were off until crews of 
workers arrived late in the 
morning to continue with ren­
ovations. But instead of the 
dust and the bare concrete 
drywall what Mike Cenit saw 
was a whole new world. 

A planet, in fact. 
What Cenit, of West 

Bloomfield, saw was hundreds 
of basketball enthusiasts, 
gathering for training and 
pickup games and socializa­
tion in what he describes as an 
uncommonly luxurious private 
basketball club. If all goes 
according to plan, the vision 
will come to life by the end of 
January when the new club, 
Basketball Planet, opens its 
doors in Canton. 

Though basketball has 

always been a passion for 
Cenit, it hadn't occurred to 
him to make it his business 
until he met Jamey Petree, a 
basketball trainer who had 
been working with Cenit's 
daughter, Carly, starting just 
before her freshman year at 
Andover High School. 

"She's athletic, but not a nat­
urally gifted athlete, but the 
things that Jamey did for her 
game were just incredible," 
Cenit said. "She's got such con­
fidence, and is a self-assured 
player and person. I was 
impressed." 

Petree and Cenit would talk 
from time to time when Cenit 
brought his daughter to 
Lifetime Fitness in Novi, 
where Petree was training 
Other young ball players. 

After a few months of talk­
ing, the pair hatched an idea 
to build a private club, dedi­
cated to the sport they both 
love. They brought in a col­
league of Petree's, Will Vance, 

and one day almost two years 
ago, the three went to a 
restaurant to discuss their 
dream. Shortly after that, they 
put together a business plan 
and started looking for a loca­
tion in earnest about 14 
months ago. 

They looked at a location in 
Southfield, then at another in 
Canton, one which they nearly 
bought. But finally opted to 
take out a long-term lease on 
the former Circuit City repair 
building on Haggerty Road in 
Canton. 

The business plan has 
always hinged on a few simple 
ideals, Cenit said. One is that 
the trio, who has also gathered 
about nine other partners and 
financial backers, never want­
ed to build the club from the 
ground up - at least not the 
building. 

"In order to provide the kind 
of opulence we have in mind, 
we never wanted to make the 
investment in brick and mor­

tar. We needed an existing 
structure" Cenit said. 

Another key to success, they 
believe, is private membership 
to the club. Though hosting 
tournaments can be exciting 
and prestigious, it's the 
month-to-month customer 
that will be Basketball Planet's 
bread and butter. And it will 
take 3,000 members before 
the club becomes profitable. 
The club is also relying on cor­
porate sponsorship for its 
profits, and has been deliber­
ating with several major com­
panies interested in advertis­
ing at the club. 

Another key element is no-
holds-barred luxury. From the 
custom slate floors in the entry 
lobby, to the touch-screen 
member sign in, to the 
Internet store, the upscale cof­
fee shop, comfortable stadium 
seating instead of bleachers, 
and a glassed-in lounge outfit­
ted with state-of-the-art video 
equipment, Cenit said much of 
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Will Vance stands in an area that will have four full-size basketball courts, two 
training courts and a toddler's court. 

the $500,000 investment into 
the club has been in little com­
fort-driven details. 

The club will have four full 
courts, two practice courts, a 
toddler court, and member­
ships will run $40 per month. 

"I can tell you we've never 

seen anything like this," Petree 
said of the club. 

For more information, visit 
online at www.thebasket-
ballplanet.com. 
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: A new name, breed in outsourcing 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 

- STAFF WRITER 

Outsource. In southeast Michigan, 
the phrase itself has become, in some 
households, as offensive as swearing at 
the dinner table. But Canton residents 
Tariq Akbar and Tariq Hafeez are work­
ing to, change the image of the word, as 
they themselves open up doors to the 
next feigthing in outsourcing: The legal 
profession. 

Ak]>ar and Hafeez, partners in the 
firm they've named LegalEase 
Solutions, have been for the last year 
providing off-shore legal support servic­
es to attorneys in n different states. 

"Outsourcing has been in the United 
States for more than 20 years, and 
recently it's become like a bad word," 
Akbar said. "But there's a new breed of 
out-sourcing and it's tapping the intel­
lectual capital of the world." 

He^added that most people associate 
outsourcing with job loss - an American 
factory worker loses his job because his1 

employer opens up shop overseas and 
replaces him with a low-wage worker. 
But Akbar said in this case, out-sourc­
ing is'really about job creation in a glob­
al economy. The duo has employed five 
attorneys in the United States, as well as 
eight "attorneys in India. 
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Tariq Akbar (right) and Tariq Hafeez, both of Canton, are partners in the firm, LegalEase 
Solutions, which provides off-shore legal support services to attorneys in 11 states. 

The services provided by LegalEase 
attorneys are typical of those that a new 
lawyer, right out of law school, would 
provide, according to Akbar. They per­
form support functions such as legal 
research and writing, preparation of 

pleadings, patent services, and docu­
ment review, and they do it at a 
reduced cost because attorney fees in 
India are much lower than in the 
United States. 

"That's what legal out-sourcing is all 

about," Akbar said. "We are viable 
because we can get some of the grunt 
work done very affordably." 

It was Hafeez, an attorney who had 
been employed for the State Attorney 
General's office, who first came up with 
the idea to outsource legal work. 
However, because he was born and 
raised in Michigan, he had no contacts 
in India. But Akbar, who is related to 
him by marriage, did. 

Akbar, who was at the time 
employed as a business consultant by 
Deloitte and Touche, moved to the US. 
just six years ago, and his family has 
strong connections in the legal profes­
sion back in India. 

"I thought of him right away and we 
began talking about it," Hafeez said. 

It was a leap of faith leaving their 
full-time jobs to devote all their time to 
the new company. Akbar, whose first 
child was due to be born any day now, 
and Hafeez, a father of two small chil­
dren, said because they are the bread­
winners in their families, it was defi­
nitely unnerving to leave their former 
jobs. They found a few investors who 
believe in the idea. 

"But I believe this will sustain us, and 
it will happen very soon," Hafeez said. 

The business was one of only five in 
the world just a year ago, according to 

Akbar, but now is one of 14. 
"We grew 100 percent last month," 

he said. 
Even though both partners began 

full-time work for LegalEase just this 
June, they believe that by December 
the company will begin turning a profit. 

No matter how much Akbar and 
Hafeez believe in the fledgling compa­
ny, they still had to look at how they 
would be perceived, due to the negative 
connotations of outsourcing. But their 
concerns were calmed a bit when they 
hired a salesman to increase their client 
base, and he put it this way: 'Are you 
serious? We're talking about lawyers 
here. I don't think anyone is really 
upset about lawyers losing their jobs." 

The bottom line is, according to 
Akbar, some one million attorneys in 
the U.S. last year earned about $7 bil­
lion. 

"That's just alot of money," he said. 
"People have to think really hard before 
they see a lawyer because it's so expen­
sive. And I know that one of our clients 
right here in Michigan does pass along 
his savings to his clients. I do think that 
companies like ours will provide a ben­
efit to the common man." 

For information, call (734) 238-1584, 
or visit online at www.legaleasesolu-
tions.com. 

SHAPE UP, FEEL BETTER, LOOK BETTER, BE HEALTHIER! R e l d t l O n S h i p 061161115 CO 171171 U n i t y 
• STRENGTH 
; TRAINING & 
WEIGHT 
MACHINES 

• FREE 

; WEIGHTS 

• TREADMILLS 

• ELLIPTICAL 
TRAINERS 

• STAIR ^ 
CLIMBERS 

• STATIONARY 
. BIKES 

• PERSONAL 
: TRAINING 

• 30'x60' 
' H E A T E D POOL 

HOT T U B 

SAUNAS 

F O R U M 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

INDOOR W A L K I N G / R U N N I N G TRACK • STEAM ROOMS 

GROUP CLASSES I N : 

• P ILATES • CARDIO KICKBOXING • SP INNING • SALSA CARDIO 
• F U L L CONTACT KICKBOXING • KARATE 

s 
• . * * . . 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 
STAFF WRITER 

Sometimes good things result from bad sit­
uations — that seems to be the case with the 
relationship between the Garden City Fire 
Department and Gordon Chevrolet. 

After one of the dealership's salesmen had a 
heart attack while at work, General Manager 
Susan lanni arranged for her employees to 
have CPR classes taught by firefighters. 

The dealership also purchased an automatic 
external defibrillator that can be used when 
someone has a heart attack. 

Most recently, the dealership donated a 
$10,748 three-year lease on a 2006 Chevrolet 
Trailblazer to the Fire Department. The vehi­
cle will be used as a mobile command unit 
and for public education. 

"Sue and I were talking one day about bad 
weather. I mentioned that sometimes it was 
hard to get to emergencies with a two-wheel 
drive vehicle in the snow," Fire Chief Bill 
Forbush said. "I'm a hands-on kind of chief 
and respond to a lot of these incidents." 

That prompted the dealership to donate the 
lease1 on the vehicle — an expense the city 
couldn't cover at this time. 

"It goes back to my guy having the heart 
attack. The Fire Department saved him " 
lanni said. 

The vehicle will have a specially construct­
ed wooden console for the rear built by Nate 
Sturos, an engineer with the department. It 
will hold plans for schools and other build­
ings that might be needed during an emer­
gency. 

The two CPR classes at the dealership have 
turned into regular classes filled with volun­

teers who signed up through radio stations on 
which Gordon Chevrolet advertises. 

"We underwrite the costs and do the classes 
at the dealership. We haven't figured out if 
we'll do it monthly or every other month," 
lanni said.; 

Feeling belpless when she didn't know what 
to do when! her salesman had the heart attack, 
lanni took CPR training herself and is a big 
booster of the classes. 

One evening as she headed home from 
work, lanni noticed people on the side of the 
road —- a young man had a drug overdose and 
wasn't breathing. 

"You can either watch him die or do some­
thing — those are your two choices," said 
lanni, who performed rescue breathing on the 
man, who survived. "I did hesitate, not having 
a breathing barrier, but you don't have a 
choice. You've got to help people." 

With the dealership covering the costs for 
CPR class materials and FireSafe Home grant 
program audio-visual equipment used, 
Forbush said the classes can be offered at no 
charge. Forbush, his wife Tammy and Deputy 
Fire Marshal Michael Massey handle the class­
es. 

"I was impressed with the people who came 
through (radio station) WMUZ. All 25 showed 
up, they were interested, attentive and wanted 
to be there*," Forbush said. "You don't always 
have that when it's a free class. It's unusual for 
that many to come." 

It's recommended that after initial CPR train­
ing, a refresher course be taken every two years. 
Anyone interested in signing up for CPR train­
ing can call lanni at (734) 427-6200. 
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Woman home hit with hunter's bullet 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 

• ' STAFF WRITER 

When Patricia Pellerito 
woke to the sound of gunfire, 
she knew enough was enough. 

"That's when I called the 
police" she said. 

The gunfire, she said, is 
coming from hunters' rifles, 
and the hunters are firing 
where they have no business 
doing so. 

"I've got nothing against 
hunting," Pellerito said. "But 
you can't hunt in my back­
yard." 

Pellerito said for years 
hunters have continued to fire 
off guns in the open field not 
far from her home in the 
River Meadows subdivision, 
off Geddes Road, west of 
Canton Center. But this year, 
the hunting activity has 
become worse, she said, and 
the hunters are more persist­
ent, despite continued resi­
dential development of the 
area. , 

Just like clockwork, on Nov. 
15, the opening day of 
firearms hunting season, 
Pellerito heard the hunters. In 
the nine years she's owned her 
home, she'd heard them 
before, but it's only recently 
she began to hear them as 
close to her house as they are 
now. Close enough, she said, 
that at some point one of 
them shot a bullet into the 
siding on her house. 

"They're just too close," 
Pellerito said. 

Huntingis not prohibited in 
Canton Township, according 
to Canton Police Deputy Chief 
Laura Golles, but hunting 
with a rifle close to homes is 

"-illegal. 
The Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources specifies-
where hunting is legal, she 
said, and certain areas of 

For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's newspaper 
m Passages Qt\\)3qeZ4. 

B 
Elizabeth White Baker 

Baker, 86, of Troy, died Nov. 22. 
Angus John Broadbent 

Broadbent, 86, of Mulberry, Ha., died 
Nov. 22.' 

M 
Mary Lou Munguia 

Munguia, 76, died Mov. 19. 
P 

Steve E. Potoczak 
Potoczai 65, of Freeman Township, 
died Nov. 8. 

Carole Pray (nee Walt) 
Pray, of Saugatuck, died Nov 25. 

S 
Ruth Louise Hemp Smith . 

Smith, 89, of Rochester Hills, died Nov. 
16. ' 

V 
Brent C. Verrot 

Verrot, 46, died Nov. 19. 
W 

Leonard "Leo" Wagner 
Wagner, of Clarkston, died Nov. 21. 

Canton are still huntable, 
according to the DNR. 

However, the township can 
make laws to control hunting 
activity, and it has. 

"The DNR says where you 
can hunt, but we say how you 
can hunt," Golles said. 

For starters, hunters who go 
on permitted property must 
have verbal permission from 
the property owner to hunt 
there. It's quite possible that 
the hunters near Pellerito's 
home did have permission. 
But if they were hunting with 
a rifle, they've violated town­

ship ordinances and state law, 
which prohibits using a rifle 
to hunt in southeast 
Michigan. The township 
allows hunting in DNR-
approved areas, but only with 
bow and arrow, or a shotgun 
with shot no larger than a No. 
6. 

And if the hunters were too 
close to homes, they've broken 
township laws. 

"You cannot hunt within 
150 yards of an occupied 
building, dwelling, house, res­
idence, cabin, bar or any other 
kind of structure. That's what 

pretty much blocks Canton 
from, hunting because there's 
a house everywhere you go," 
Golles said. 

. Last year Canton officials, 
including Public Safety 
Director John Santomauro, 
were hoping to eniact an ordi­
nance that would ban all 
hunting in the township. 
However, only the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources can ban hunting in 
areas where it is currently 
allowed. 

Currently, hunting is 
allowed only west of Canton 

Center, from Warren south to 
Michigan Avenue. There are a 
few exceptions; which is why 
the township has a map avail­
able that shows designated 
hunting areas, which are clas­
sified as open or restricted. 
The map is available at the 
township clerk's office. 

Pellerito called police on 
Nov. 17 and again a day later. 
The second time she called, 
officers were able to talk to 
one of the hunters who said 
he owns the property where 
he's hunting, and he has 20 
acres, which by law is enough 

to hunt on, according to Sgt. 
Rick Pomorski. 

But Pellerito said she feels 
like she's in a war zone some 
days in autumn. 

"We have a bunch of yahoos 
who don't know the differ­
ence between a subdivision 
and the country," she said. 
"They're taking pot shots at 
whitetails in our neighbor­
hood because they're too lazy 
to go up north and hunt for 
real." . 
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19.99 ENTIRE STOCK of sterling 
silver boxed jewelry. Choose from pol­
ished sterling silver or 18K gold over 
sterling silver. Orig. 40.00-50.00. IN 
ACCESSORIES, 

40% off ENTIRE STOCK of 
Erica Lyons jewelry, including boxed 
sets in assorted styles. Orig. 16.00-
48.00, sale 9.60-28.80. IN ACCESSORIES. 

50% off Ladies', men's and 
children's boots from Yellow Box, Nine 
West, Claries, timbeiiand, Esprit and 
more. Orig, 45.00-150.00, sale52.5Q-
7 5 . 0 0 . INSHOES. 

I F 6 6 Q I H Receive these 
must-riaveTieauty portables with 
cosmetic tote from LancQme. All yours 
with any 29.50 or more LancSme 
purchase, IN COSMETICS, ONE PER"' 
CUSTOMER, PLEASE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 

2950 each Designer 
men's or women's holiday coffret 
sets, each including 5 favorites from 
the Soul by Curve, Spark Seduction 
or Realities collection, IN FRAGRANCES, WHILE 

50% off ENTIRE STOCK of 
crystal from Fifth Avenue, Block, 
Shannon and more. Orig. 40.00-
100.00, sale 19.99-49.99. INQIFT-
EXCLUDES WATERF0RD. 

SUPPLIES LAST 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 
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TO ORDER A N Y T I M E , CALL 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 2 4 - 8 1 8 5 : MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10.00 A M TO 10.00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11.00 A M TO 7.00 PM EST.Amencan Express not accepted wi th phone orders. 
t S T O R E H O U R S ; The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 27 

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, t he American Express® Card or Discover®. L O C A T E D AT T H E V ILLAGE OF R O C H E S T E R HiLLS, C O R N E R O F N O R T H A D A M S R O A D A N D W A L T O N 
f: STREET; A N D LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF N E W B U R O H R O A D A N D S I X M I L E R O A D . Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. 
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Helping hands: Rotarians 
BY JULIE BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

Sam Kennedy of Plymouth 
ran out of eggs for breakfast 
and went to Kroger. He cried 
when he saw the full shelves 
of the supermarket, "which is 
not my usual reaction to 
Kroger." 

Kennedy, a member of 
Plymouth A.M. Rotary, trav­
eled to Niger in Africa Nov. 5-
19 for a National 
Immunization Day program. 
Fellow club member Jeanne 
Knopf DeRoche of Plymouth 
Township traveled to Ghana 
this past month, also to 
immunize young children 
against polio. She was in 
Ghana Nov. 9-21, including 
some time touring schools 
and orphanages, and meeting 
people in the village of Jirapa. 

"This was the first time I 
was able to do it," DeRoche 
said Tuesday afternoon soon 
after her plane landed. 

"Poorest country on earth, 
hottest country on earth," 
Kennedy said of Niger, where 
the temperature reached 105-
130 degrees during the day. 
The average family income is 
$200 a year. 

From Nov. 12-15, 65 million 
children were vaccinated in 
Africa, 3.2 million in Niger 
alone. "It was done by 10,000 
volunteers," Kennedy said. 

The Rotary PolioPlus pro­
gram, which dates back to the 
1980s, works with such part­
ners as the World Health 

. Organization and Centers for 
Disease Control to eradicate 
polio. North America, Europe 
and much of the rest of the 
world are polio-free, but the 
disease persists in certain 
countries. 

Vfc 

Residents of the village of Maradi, Niger, receive balloons from the 
volunteers who traveled to Africa to administer polio vaccine. 

Both Kennedy and DeRoche 
enjoyed meeting the 
Rotarians from Africa. She 
too found the people of 
Ghana gracious and 
grateful, and praises their 
ingenuity. 

Kennedy traveled with 18 
Rotarians, administering an 
oral vaccine for children age 5 
and under. One mother 
offered him her porridge, 
even though she didn't have 
enough to eat. 

"She's wanting to give me 
food," he said. "What struck 
me was the incredible kind­
ness of these people." He 
spoke poor French and a little 
of the local language. 

Kennedy had visited Cuba 

to do humanitarian work a 
few years ago. "It made Cuba 
look like New York or 
Chicago," he said of Niger. 

He'd never experienced 
anything like this before, and 
wants to get the word out on 
the effort and Rotary's role. 

"This is one of the best 
things I've ever done in my 
life," he said. 

DeRoche didn't have lan­
guage problems, as Ghana is 
an English-speaking country. 
After the time administering 
polio vaccine, she and several 
others from Rotary's District 
6400 went to Jirapa. They 
provided treated mosquito 
nets to combat malaria, along 
with school supplies, and 
were given two goats and four 
chickens as gifts in return. 

The goats went to a local 
priest - one goat's named 
Plymouth and the other 
Windsor, part of District 
6400. The chickens went to 
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Piymouth resident Sam Kennedy visits with children in Niamey, Niger, during his time administering polio vaccine 
as a Rotary volunteer. 

their host. 
"I got to really live with the 

people," she said of her trav­
els. DeRoche will talk to local 
Rotarians about her experi­
ences, and hopes to see more 
international projects such as 
adopting an orphanage run by 
a nun there. 

"I think I will never take i 
water for granted again," she ; 
said. Rotary put wells in some 
parts of Africa where villagers 
had to walk great distances • 
before for water and weren't 
guaranteed a safe supply. : 

Both Kennedy and 
DeRoche enjoyed meeting the 

Rotarians from Africa. She 
too found the people of 
Ghana gracious and grateful, 
and praises their ingenuity. 

"They can take nothing and 
make it work for them," she 
said. 

jbrown@hometowniife.com | (734) 953-2111 
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Davis Auto Care 

BAKING/COOKING 

Chelsea Miiiing Company 

BUILDERS 

Belanger Builders, Inc. 

Mitch Harris Building Company 

Tony Van Oyen Builders inc. 

CHIROPRACTORS 

Dr. Kevin Venerus 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES 

Murphy & Marks Construction 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

Optimum Reading 

FLOORING 

Andy's Hardwood Floors 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Complete Carpet and Duct Cleaning 

LAND 

Oidford-Howeli Development, Inc. 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL 

Absolute Skin & Body Care 

LAWYER SERVICES 

Law Offices of Judith Blumeno 

PAINTING SUPPLIES 

Flo-Rite Paint 

PUBLICATIONS 

Camden Publications 

Equine Times 

REAL ESTATE 

ERA Alliance 

Karen Ryan Enterprises 

One Way Realty 

Weir, Manuel, Snyder & Ranke 

REALTORS 

Chris Karapatsakis 

Clark & Fron Realtors 

Dan Kiaviiter 

Fred & Karen Ryckman 

John McCoSSurn 

Scott Omron 

Francine Willingham • 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

CTR for Reproductive Medicine & Surgery 

WEDDING SERVICES 

Jewel Occasions 

n t 

www.davisautocare.com 

www.jiifymix.corn 

wwwJsManej^Ml^^com 
www.mitchharris.net 

www .tony vanoye nbujsj der.co m 

www.drkevinvenerus.com 

wwMihom.^tQwniifg,c.Q.rn 

www.murphyandmarksconstruction.com 

www.optimumreading.com 

www.andyshardwoodfloors.com 

www.completecarpetandduct.com 

www.parshalivillepond.com 

www.abso lu t ^ 

www.iawyers.com/jblumeno 

www.flo-ritepaint.com 

www.ciub50news.com 

www. mes.com 

www.eraalliancerealty.com 

www_,karenrya.n,com 

www, o n eway rea ity. co m 

y/vwyiwejrmanugl,CQrri 

www.chriskseilshomes.com 

www.clarkandfron.com 

www.michiganfinehomes.com 
www.darngoodagent.com 

www.jpmccolium.com 

www.scottomron.com 

www.willinghamreaiestate.com 

www.reproductive-medicine.com 

ww^4ew„e(occasions,com 

The City of Westland offers several 
sport leagues for men and women 
throughout the year. 

Dad's Athletic Club of Westland 
Call Bud Prough at (734) 595-2951 or 
Michelle at (734) 721-7614 for more 
information. 

Wayne Dolphin Swim Team 

Come join one of the longest running 
recreational swim teams in the area. 
Boys and girls ages 6-18 needed to 
continue a tradition of friendship and 
fun. For more information visit.the 
Web sile or contact President Mary 
Schirmer at (734) 397-8196, Vice 
President Donna Fox at (734) 729-5049 

or Treasurer Tammy Deck at (734) 728-
1099. 

Warriors of Westland 
The Warriors of Westland sports team 
for the physically challengedtrains 
people ages 5 and up to participate in 
track and field events. For more infor­
mation, call head coach Cindy Hawk at 

MAROt/E"TE 
A S S I S T E D I IVINC. 
Visit our beau!ifuf (••,,:muni[i. 

and enjov OUT io* linn". 

Fall 
Move-in Sjiocidl: 
$1,000 Off 

1st Month's iii-ni 

10% Discount 
for Veterans and Spouses 

OPEN HOUSE 
- Every Wi'diu-sdtiv -

R.S.V.P. today tcir ri iii.ii h I IH I I 

• A pr ivate a p a r t m e n t 
• 3 complete meals and a daily snack 
• Assistance w i t h dressing, bathing and grooming 
• Medication administration 
• 24-hour emergency response 
• Housekeeping and laundry services 
• Social and recreational activities 
• Short term stay program 

Because MARQUETTE HOUSE is fully licensed by 
the State of Michigan as a home for the aged, we are. 
accountable for the quality of our staff and services. 
We adhere to-stringent safety, health and fire codes. 

3 6 0 0 0 Campus Drive, W e s t l a n d , MI 48 185 
(734) 326-6537 • (734) 326-6685 

Bob has a new j 
but he can never get 
to work on time. 

. # # 

•*&*$ 

Go to CareerBuilder.com or call us at 800-579-7355 
to place your next Help Wanted ad. 
Web plus print. Discover the value. 

( D b s e r w r ^ E c c e n t r i c 
NEWSPAPERS 

OE08393045 

A better employee is out there. 
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Listings for the Community Calendar 
should be submitted in writing. They 
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at 
(734) 591-7279 or by e-maii at sma-
son@oe.homecomm.net. For more 
information, call (734) 953-2112. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Holiday bazaar 
Get your holiday gifts at the Wayne 
County Commission's eighth annual 
Holiday Bazaar at the Wayne County 
Building in downtown Detroit on 
Friday, Dec. 9. Jewelry, unique crafts 
and clothing will be on display 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the atrium of the building 
at 600 Randolph. Proceeds from ven­
dor booth rentals to benefit local non­
profits. 

Craft show 
Reserve a table now for the Wayne 
Senior Activity Center pre-holiday 
arts and crafts show 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at the senior center, 
35000 Sims, Wayne. Cost is $25 per 
table, electricity provided. For more 
information, call Lucy at (734) 721-
7460. 

Starfish programs 
Starfish Family Services Great 
Parents, Great Start teachers help 
prepare children, ages 2 -4 years for 
preschool and school in their own 
home. Fun, learning activities help 
children grow and learn and parents 
learn tips, too. The program is open to 
families in western Wayne County, if 
they qualify. Call (734) 595-0411, Ext. 
104, for more information. Starfish 
also has a ongoing, free Pregnancy 
Support Group, offering pregnant 
women a chance to talk with other 
pregnant women, meet with a prena­
tal nurse, hear baby's heart beat and 
learn about nutrition, pain manage­
ment and other topics. Groups to be 
held in Wayne, Westland and Inkster 
areas. To register, (734) 595-0411, Ext. 
104. 

HISTORIC 

Pioneer trek 
The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has 
been designed to introduce travelers 
to the history of the area. Travelers 
will visit sites that affected the devel­
opment of Westland as a community. 
Those who complete the trek will 
receive an embroidered patch. To 
start the trek, first visit the Westland 
Historical Museum and pick up a pack­
et. The museum is at 857 N. Wayne 
Road and is open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays, 
except before a holiday. The trek is 
sponsored by the Westland Historical 
Commission and the Friends of the 
Westland Museum. For information, 
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-riends of Eioise 
The Friends of Eioise group meets 7 
p.m. the th;rd Tuesday of the month in 
the dining -oom of the Kay Beard 
Building, or Michigan between 
Middlebelt and Merriman. All are wel­
come. For information, call Jo 
Jonnson, (734) 522-3918. 

Friends of Museum 
Friends of the Westland Historical 
Museum meet at 7 p.m. each month 
except December at the Collins House, 
located at the museum complex, 857 
N. Wayne Road. Call Jim Franklin at 
(734) 595-8119. Everyone is welcome, 
welcome. 

BINGO 

VFW Bingo 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 3323 
Auxiliary has bingo 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday at 1055 S.Wayne Road, 

Westland. There is a snack bar. The 
post has bingo at 1 p.m. every Sunday 
at the same place. Call (734) 326-3323. 

Dems hold bingo 
The Metro Wayne Democratic Club has 
bingo 10:45 a.m. every Monday at the 
Wayne Ford Civic League, on Wayne 
Road south of Ford in Westland. For 
Information, call Jan or Cliff at (734) 
591-1694 or Cliff at (734) 729-8681. 

St. Mel Church 
Bingo begins at 6:45 p.m. Fridays in St. 
Mel Church activities building, on 
Inkster Road north of Warren. Doors 
open at 4 p.m. Food Is available. 

Shamrock Bingo 
Bingo begins at 11 a.m. Wednesdays at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 35100 
Van Born, east of Wayne Road in 
Wayne. Doors open at 9 a.m. Food is 
available. Proceeds go to charity. Call 
(734) 728-3020. 

K of C Bingo 
Pope John XXIII Assembly of the 
Knights of Columbus Council 1536 
hosts bingo games at 6:45 p.m. 
Thursdays. The games are in the 
Livonia Elks Lodge, 31117 Plymouth 
Road, one block east of Merriman in 
Livonia. Call (734) 425-2246. 

Metro Wayne 
The Metro Wayne Democratic Club 
offers a bingo at the Wayne-Ford Civic 
League on Fridays. Doors open at 9 
a.m.with bingo starting at 10:45 a.m. 
An ali-you-can-eat breakfast buffet is 
available for S3. For more information, 
call Cliff Johnson at (734)729-8681. 

Friendship Center 
The Senior Resources Department 
(Friendship Center), 1119 N. Newburgh, 
Westland, offers a variety of programs 
for older adults. The Web site 
www.ci.westland.mi.us offers more 
information. Call (734) 722-7632. 

Crochet & Knit 
A crochet and knit group meets 9:30 
a.m. every Thursday at the Friendship 
Center on Newburgh near Marquette. 
Beverly Kaminski is the instructor. 
Participants should bring a type "G" 
crochet hook. Those interested can 
sign up at the center's front desk or 
call (734) 722-7632. 

Visually Impaired 
The Visually Impaired Persons (VIPs) 
support group meets 12:30 p.m. every 
Friday at the Friendship Center, 1119 It 
Newburgh, Westland. Participants 
share information and meet others. 
Those interested in joining can be 
scheduled on a bus route for trans­
portation. For information, cali (734) 
722-7632. 

The Senior Choir, under the leadership 
of Robert Cassidy, is open to those 

Friendship Center, (734) 722-7632, 
Hearing checks 

Every thirc Tuesday of each montn. a 
representas:ve 'rom Personalized 
Hearing Care of Westland will check 
and clean hearing aids free, 2-3 p.m. 
by appointment only. Cali (734) 722-
7632 for more information. 

Exercise 
Simply Jazzercise is designed for 
exercisers older than 40. The program 
provides a low to moderate workout. 
The exercise improves strength, flexi­
bility, balance, posture, coordination 
and cardiovascular endurance. It 
incorporates simple dance routines 
with walking or jogging patterns and 
resistance exercises. Wear loose-fit­
ting clothing and comfortable shoes. 
Light weights and an exercise mat are 
suggested. Classes are 10:15 a.m. 
Monday, 5 p.m. Wednesday, 10:15 a.m. 

ItiiteU or IHntter 

Casino Shuttle Service 
Get a $ 2 0 Value for only $15! 

Pay only $15 for your casino shuttle ride and you'll receive 
$15 in FREE SLOT PLAY and LUNCH" at Grand River Deli! 

Bay City Eastpointe Pontiac Sterling H t f " ^ 
Brighton Flint Roseville Toled 
Canton Jackson Saginaw Troy 

Ciinton Twp. Lansing Southfleld Westla 
Clio Livonia Southgate Ypsilai 

Dearborn Monroe St. Ciair Shores 

For locations and reservations call 
Blue Lakes Charters & Tours: 

1-866-2R0LLEM • (866-276-5536) 
•Receive s coupon for a 
free regular sandwicti and 
beverage at the Grand 
River Deli, Or $5 Off at 
Classics Buffet. 

CASINO motorcitycasino.com 
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Friday, at $3 per person per class. 
Sign up at the front desk at the 
Westland Friendship Center or call 
(734) 722-7632. 

Travel Group 
The Friendship Travel Group meets 1 
p.m. the second Friday of each month 
(unless a large event is scheduled) in 
the Westland Friendship Center, 1119 N. 
Newburgh. Programs include celebra­
tion of birthdays, door prizes, descrip­
tion of new classes or programs, 
speakers from tour companies, 
overview of day/ overnight trips and 
refreshments. Call (734)722-7632. 

Dyer Center 
The Wayne-Westland school district's 
Dyer Senior Adult Center offers activi­
ties Monday-Thursday at the center, 
on Marquette between Wayne and 

Newburgh roads. Mondays, Senior 
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, arts, 
crafts and needlework at 9:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays, kitchen band, 10 a.m., 
bingo at 1 p.m.; Thursdays, ceramics, 
arts, crafts at 9:30 a.m. 

Vietnam Vets 
The Plymouth-Canton Vietnam 

Veterans of America, Chapter 528, 
meet at 7:30 p.m. the second Monday 
of every month at the Plymouth VFW 
Post 6695, on S. Mill Street, just 
northofAnnArborRoad.lt you 
served in the U.S. military between 
1964 and 1975, even, if not, "in coun­
try" (combat zone) you are still eligi­
ble to become a member. Visit the 

Website at 
www.mihometown.com/oe/Plymouth 
CantonVVA for more information. 

Friends of library 
The Friends of the William P. Faust 
Public Library organization meets at 2 
p.m. the second Tuesday of each 
month at the library, 6123 Central City 
Parkway. Call (734) 326-6123. Meetings 
last about one hour and are open to 
the public. The group also holds a 
book sale during regular library hours 
at the library. • 

in Harmony 
The Wayne Chapter of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society meets at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Kirk of Our Savior 
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry 
Hill, west of Wayne Road, Westland. 
Gentlemen interested in the chapter's 

Renaissance Chorus or who enjoy 
quarteting can call membership chair­
man Bob Wolf at (734) 421-1652, or ' ; 

attend a rehearsal . ' . ' 
Civil Air Patrol 

Emergency service is just one of the 
congressional^ mandated missions of 
the Civil Air Patrol, which includes 
ground and air search-and-rescue 
operations. The Civil Air Patroi, which 
is the official U.S. Air Force auxiliary, 
is made up of civilian volunteers. To 
learn more about CAP or training as , 
an air crew or ground team member, 
contact the Willow Run Composite 
Squadron (MI-260). Call Capt Dane 
Hansen, deputy commander/recruiter,' 
at (734) 485-3021 or visit the Web site 
www.members.home.net/cap1ibera-
tors/. 
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Savings This Week At Mike's 

[pen 
38000 Ann Arbor Road • Livonia 

OPEH: Mtm.~$ti. 9-9; Sm 9-7 

SALE DATES MONDAY, NOV. 28th - DEC. 4th 

DOMYARGO h 
i» Alive & Well ...& Still Cooking « p | \ 

the Best Soft Shell Crabs & 1 / 
lamb Chops in Town! *A 

Call BOM ¥AKOO 
...formerly of Verio's of Livonia 

and the 1940 Chop Housc .a t 

long^hots Bar & Grill 
313 533 9350 

• Boneless 

Y. STRIP 

Only Only 

Mild 
Delicious 

ORANGE ROUGHY 

11 FRESH FROM MIKE V S DELI " 
KRAKUS IMPORTED POLISH HAM YOUR 

CHOICE 
LEAN SLICED ROAST BEEF ONLY 

Visit vsnvw.mikes^marketblace.com 
M 

Lean Center Gut 

PORK CHOPS 
Fresh 

Only 

Family 

lb, 

USDA Select • Boneless 

ENGLISH CUT ROAST 
USDA Boneless Sirloin 

TIP ROAST 

Only 

Family 

Only 

Mike's Delicious 

FRESH KIELBASA 
Boneless 

PORK TENDERLOIN 

Only 
Pack 

Only lb. 

Grade A Whole Chicken 

LEG QUARTERS 
Fresh 

GROUND SIRLOIN 
Family 
Pack 

Only 49 Family 
Pack 

lb. Only 2.19 lb. 

imperial 

MARGARINE 

2/'l.00 I Lb. 
Quarters 

Motts 

Only 

APPLE JUICE 

2/'3.00 64 Oi. 
Btl. 

Kraft 
MAC 8 CHEESE 

Only 3/$2.00 7.25 oz. 
Regular 

Only 

Coca Cola Products 

a LITER BOTTLES 

4/«5. Only 
Plus 
Dep. 

. ' • d t = 0 8 3 # t 9 $ 2 , 
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Dressed for the shopping battle is Jessica Hutson of KB Toys. Hutson, a 
Redford resident, hands out advertising circulars to shoppers at Westland 
Shopping Center. 

The Community Hospice of 
Westland has placed a Tree 
of Memories at the shopping 
center, in remembrance of 
those who died this year. 
Purchase a gold angel at the 
mall or by calling (734) 522-

FROMPAGEA1 

donations. In addition, mall 
visitors can stop by the 
Salvation Army's Giving Tree 
to find out what children in 
need might like for a holiday 
gift. Then, those gifts can be 
left at the security department 
for delivery. 

The Community Hospice of 
Westland has placed a Tree of 
Memories at the shopping 
center, in remembrance of 
those who died this year. 
Purchase a gold angel at the 
mall or by calling (734) 522-
4244. 

And then of course, there is 
the requisite visit with Santa 
Claus. 

The jolly old elf set up resi­
dence at Westland Shopping 
Center on Nov. 12 and will stay 
until Christmas eve, of course. 

Kris Kringle's arrival at 
Livonia's Laurel Park Place 
came with much fan-fare. 
Santa was escorted by U.S. 

Army National Guardsmen on 
a Chinook helicopter when he 
showed up Nov. 5 at the mall, 
at Six Mile and Newburgh 
roads. 

The stunt was part of a holi­
day effort to raise money for 
service members from 
Selfridge Air National Guard 
base and their families. Laurel 
Park Place is asking those who 
bring their kids to see Santa to 
bring a gas card, phone card 
or money to donate to the 
cause. 

Across town, Livonia Mall 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER. 

Michael and Janet Williams leave Kohl's with a load of gifts. The Westland residents are nearly done with their holiday shopping. 

offers visits with Santa from 
noon to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and noon to 
5 p.m. Sunday. Children 
receive a free gift with any 
visit. But they aren't the only 
ones expected to pose with the 
man in the red velvet suit. 

This year, Livonia Mall is 
bringing back it's popular pet 
photo night. Pet owners can 
set up an appointment to 
bring in their dogs to have a 
photo taken with Santa on 
Monday, Dec. 5. 

The mall is located at Seven 

Mile and Middlebelt roads 
and caters to clientele from 
nearby cities, including 
Redford Township and 
Detroit. Gelman said the mall 
is proud to cater to a wide 
demographic of shoppers in a 
family-friendly environment. 

"We're full for the holidays," 
said Gelman of the mall itself. 
"I think people will be pleas­
antly surprised. We have deco­
rated and we have lots of holi­
day tenants." 

scasota@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2054 

TAXPROBLE1 
\ ever Talk to The II „. 

lulklo J u\ Resolution Specialists of Micl ._. . 
~j» * UMw in Compromise * Remove liens/Levies v 

faf& &ax * Penalty Abatement • Audit Representation 
•SlleOW Returns • Innocent Spouse Relief 
• Installment Payments • Payroll/Sales Tax Relief 

Call (248) 985-HELP (4357) 
for a FREE consultation 

Tax Resolution Specialists 
of Michigan 

MiWtbvr ej.if. Stuf.tj >>} IHS I'.ltblrm Solu-rs 

Now, local bankers have something else to worry about. 

"The grand opening of 
Community Choice Credit Union's 

Livonia South branch." 
We've made it even more convenient for you to do your 

banking with us - without the hassle of dealing with a 

bank. And, as a not-for-profit financial institution/ 

owned by our members/ we return all excess income 

to members in the form of higher deposit rates 

and lower loan rates and fees than banks. So if 

you're a member of Community Choice/ come 

celebrate! If you're not a member, stop in 

and let us show you how easy it is to join. 

Remember, the choice can be yours. 

Lobby & Drive-Thru Hours 
M-F 10am -6pm 

Saturday 9am - 3pm 

Over 1,900 Surcharge-Free 
ATMs in Michigan-
more than any bank. 
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Justin, Community Choice Member 
on his soapbox about financial institutions. 

financial Planning A Intern?* Banking 

34930 Ann Arbor Trail 

Online Bill Payment 

1-877-243-2528 
www.communitychoicecu.org Livonia • Redford 

The choice can be yours! 

C J O M M l ; N I ' l Y 

CHCflCE 
CREDIT UNION 

V 

ight Service 
and Carols 

27th, 7:00 PM 
provided through age 4) 

Evangelical Presbyterian- Church 

40000 Six Mile Road, Northville (West of Haggerty) 

248-374-7400 y 
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You could get her 
a whole new set 

ofcookware 
instead of this 

But it's so awkward 
sleeping with pot and pans. 

Phjwfltitit <$««teiff*— 
IN THE OLD VILLAGE 

6 2 0 STARKWEATHER 

734-453-1860 
Tues.- W e d . 1 0 - 6 ; Th.& Fri. 1 0 - 8 ; Sat. 1 0 - 5 • Closed Sun.& M o n ! 

w w w . plymoufnjewelry.com 

http://wivwJiometowtUife.com
mailto:scasota@hometownlife.com
http://www.communitychoicecu.org
http://plymoufnjewelry.com
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Sorry, media critics, SMART'S 
troubles aren't Livonia's fault 

'Arc of Justice' is a timely read 
for metro high school students 

new round of criticism is being fired at 
Livonia in recent ̂ veeks because city voters 

1 approved a ta i measure that will pull 
Livonia from the r̂ jjj$onal bus system. 

In recent weeks, tnisguided media critics 
blasted city leaders and portrayed the Suburban 
Mobility Authority for Regional IVansportation 
as a victim because SMART is going to lose $2.8 
million in annual funding from Livonia taxpay­
ers. 

However, it was SMART'S inefficiencies and 
apathy that motivated the Livonia City Council 

to place the issue on the ballot, 
which received approval from 55 
percent of city voters. 

The timing of the SMART 
election was not good for 
Livonia's public relations as it 
comes three months after some 
residents made comments about 
Detroit residents regarding the 
Wal-Mart Supercenter proposal 
at the old Wonderland Mall. 

• Some media analysis in recent 
' weeife-tried to tie the SMART 

vote to the perception |hat Livonia is a racist 
\ community. This' is unfounded as race had noth­

ing to do with th,e debase leading up to the elec-
- tion. Opt-out pr$>ponerits said their motivation 

was economic aijid they were tired of seeing 
large empty buses, cruise through town. The 
most-vocal optrout opponents were Livonia res­
idents who use the park-and-ride program who 
were also concerned about local employe!^' abil­
ity to staff thejr^usinesses. •$ 

SMART ANGERED CITY 
Like many municipalities in recent years, 

Livonia officials are looking for ways to make 
ends meet with its tight budget. Anticipating lit­
tle support for a tax increase, officials found 
SMART to be expendable since less than 1 per­
cent of city residents use the service. 

The approved tax shift plan will generate 
more revenue for the city without any tax 
increase. Instead of sending 0.6-mill in taxes to 
SMART, Livonia taxpayers will send 0.5-mill to 
city hall to produce $2.4 million a year for a 
local bus system for senior citizens and disabled 
persons, and for new police cars, public facility 
repairs and other capital improvements. 

The origins for a Livonia revolt against 
SMART started in 2001 when city leaders 
pleaded with SMART officials to upgrade the 
service so more residents would use it and justi­
fy SMART'S existence in Livonia. After appeas­
ing Livonia leaders to stay on board, SMART 
announced plans to increase the tax levy from 
0.33-mill to 0.6-mill before the SMART renew­
al election in 2002. 

That infuriated city officials because they 
learned of the tax hike after the city council's 
opt-out deadline passed. While 53 percent of 

• Livonia residents voted against the 2002 tax 
; renewal, Livonia was stuck in the system for 
; another four years because the regional majority 

approved the renewal. 

LITTLE USE 
As the city council escalated opt-out talks this 

past spring, SMART officials appeared indiffer 
ent. They made no passionate pleas for Livonia 
to stay on board as the city council discussed the 
proposal at a public meeting in May. 

As the opt-out campaign gained steam, 
research produced more evidence for propo 
nents. 

• Some Livonia officials said it would cost less 
than $2.8 million a year to pay for daily cab fare 
for all who need public transportation to reach 
their jobs in Livonia. 

• There are already 53 other communities m 
SMART'S jurisdiction, including all towns west 
of Livonia, that do not participate in the system 
Some of those Canton, Plymouth and Northville 
residents come to Livonia to use the park-and-
ride system, but they don't pay any taxes for it 

• SMART'S cost inefficiencies are fueled b} 
competition with the Detroit Department of 
Transportation (DDOT). Buses from both sys 
terns race to bus stops to compete for riders and 
fares. Both systems send buses to Livonia as a 
DDOT bus makes a regular stop at Millennium 
Park located at Middlebelt and Schoolcraft 

All of Livonia's council members said the) 
support a functional public transportation 
system. However, they added it's tough,to 
support SMART'S fragmented, inefficient 
organization during these difficult economic 
times. 

BIG PICTURE 
It's up to the Michigan Legislature to come 

up with an efficient transportation system 
that fairly disburses costs and services. Its 
also up to lawmakers to come up with a bet 
ter way to finance local units of government 
as the state's biggest cities, such as Livonia 
have lost millions in revenue-sharing grants 
in recent years because of the state's econom 
ic troubles. 

Only state lawmakers have the authority to 
restructure DDOT and SMART. Democratic 
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow recently garnered 
$100 million in federal funding to come up with 
such a plan. 

Media scrutiny should be directed to this 
process, and not on calling Livonia voters 
"short-sighted" because its residents decided not 
to throw money at an inefficient bus system the\ 
doesn't use. 

It's unfair to single out Livonia when there are 
53 neighboring communities that are not 
involved in SMART. Critics need to look at a 
much bigger picture when considering wa\ & to 
revamp metro Detroit's public transportation 
system because it needs lot more than Livonia s 
tax dollars. 

Dan West is a staff writer for the Livonia Observer. He can 
be reached dt (734) 953-2109, or at 
dwest@oe.homecomm.net. 

Hugh 
Gallagher 

rhe popular community wide reading pro­
grams were initiated by the Washington 
Center for the Book in 1998. The ideahas 

spread to communities across the country with, 
the support of the Library of Congress and the 
American Library Association. 

It seems that everyone is latching on to the 
idea that reading becomes more fan and more 
meaningful if the experience is shared, dis­
cussed and debated with others. 

In Topeka, Kan., they've been reading Julie 
Otsuka's When the 

Emperor Was Divine and in El 
Dorado they've been getting 
reacquainted with the 
American classic Harper Lee's 
To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Nobody's reading Darwin in 
Kansas, of course. 

In Alaska, where everyone in 
the state reads the same book, 
they read Alfred Lansing's 
Endurance: Shackleton's 
Voyage this year, which would 
seem to be a subject that 

Alaskans wouldn't want to be reminded about. 
Here in Michigan, there seems to be a real 

desire by the promoters of these community 
reads to use them to bridge our racial and cul­
tural divides. In Ann Arbor this year they read 
Amin Maalouf's LeoAfricanus, in Chelsea it 
was Naomi Shihab Nye's Habbi, in Lansing 
and Muskegon Christopher Paul Curtis' chil­
dren's book The Watsons Go to Birmingham. 
Others have taken a different approach, in 
Southwest Michigan they read Homer 
Hickam's Rocket Boys and in Traverse Peter 
Hamil's Snow in August. 

The idea, of course, is to get people talking 
about books. The books aren't always about 
serious" issues or currently compelling ideas. 

They might have a regional appeal or they 
might just be a fun read. Some books are cur­
rent, several communities have been reading 
Khaled Hosseini's The Kite Runner. But East 
Lansing read Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 in 
2002 and Mary Shelley's Frankenstein in 
2003. In Ann Arbor they've been promoting 
science by letting residents choose from several 
science books for the 2006 community read. 
Jonathan Weiner's The Beak of the Finch will 
be on everyone's nightstand in Ann Arbor next 
vear. 

Even the pre-schoolers have a statewide 
community read. Several books are currently 
m the running and a vote will decide which 
book the little tykes will be listening to. 

In this spirit I would like to propose a high 
school read for the metro Detroit area. 

I know the objections to this idea already. 
Students are burdened enough with lots of 
reading, especially those on the college-track. 
They also have to apply to colleges, take tests, 
keep some semblance of a social life and, in 
many cases, work a part-time job. 

Who has time to add another book to that pile? 

Even the pre-schoolers have a statewide 
community read. Several books are 
currently in the running and a vote will 
decide which book the little tykes will be 
listening to. 

But I think the book is important enough ' 
and relevant enough to warrant some consid­
eration. 

While the decline of the auto industry and a 
stubbornly sluggish economy are causing mis­
ery throughout the area, it is race that still 
fuels a lot of discussion, concern, uneasiness. 

Last year Kevin Boyle's Arc of Justice: A Saga 
of Race, Civil Rights and Murder in the Jazz, 
Age won the National Book Award for nonfic-
tion. Boyle tells the story of Ossian Sweet, a 
black doctor, who moved his family from 
Detroit's Black Bottom to a bungalow in a :. 
working class white section of Detroit in 1925. 

Sweet realized he would be faced by a white 
mob, as had others before him in other white 
sections of the city. He, his wife and friends ^ 
were armed when a white mob formed outside 
and began throwing rocks. A shot was fired • 
from the house and a man was killed. Sweet, 
his wife Gladys and nine others were charged 
with murder. 

The NAACP took on the case as a cause cele-
bre, a chance to stand up for the rights of black 
Americans to live wherever they could afford 
to live and protect their property. They hired 
the famous trial lawyer Clarence Darrow to 
head the defense. 

Boyle's book, now in paperback, recounts the 
migration of black Americans from the south' 
to the north, lured as were white Americans 
from the east by jobs in the auto industry. He, 
describes the special place of a new and rising 
black middle class and the special burdens qn 
what W.E.B. Dubois called the "Talented 
Tenth." He also describes a Detroit in the > 
1920s that was heavily influenced by a resurr, 
gent Ku Klux Klan, but also had a concerned 
group of white progressives led by Judge Frank 
Murphy. 

The book is brilliantly written, with wonder­
ful portrayals of NAACP president and poet 
James Weldon Johnson, his successor Walter 
White and the great, and complicated, Darrow. 
Best of all, he describes the elements that haye 
helped create our sadly divided and antagonis­
tic metro area. -; 

It is a book that every high school student; 
should read, discuss, understand to appreciate 
why the place they call home is what it is. * 

It's a good read and an important one as > 
well. ••, 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of The Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgai-
iagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734)953-2149 or 
by fax at (734)591-7279. 
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WEIL MEET OR BEAT ANY DEAL AND 
WON'T BE UNDERSOLD ON ANY 
IN-STOCK MOTORCYCLE. .tf 
#1 in Customer Satisfaction in SSI 
southeast Michigan ^ 
Buy Now - Pay Later! No payments 
until Spring with approved credit. 

BEST Selection 
BEST Buying Experience, 

BEST Price! 

http://www.hometowrdife.com
mailto:dwest@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:iagher@oe.homecomm.net
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The Metro 
Detroit Police 
and fire Pipe 
and Drum Corps 
performs at the 
unveiling of the 
Michigan Fallen 
Heroes 
Memorial in 
Pontiac. 

New memorial pays tribute 
to fallen police, firefighters 

BY ALEX LUKDBERG 

STAFF WRITER 

Hundreds of police officers 
and firefighters from commu­
nities all over Michigan came 
to Pontiac Monday to witness 
the unveiling of the Michigan 
Fallen Heroes Memorial on the 
north end of the Oakland 
County administrative campus. 

The memorial features a fire­
fighter and police officer, cast 
in bronze, kneeling before 
granite tablets engraved with 
the names of police and fire­
fighters lost in the line of duty 
since 1864. 

There are currently 7^1 
names on the memorial and 
more will be added on an 
annual basis as more pass, away 
and more are discovered his­
torically. Since the unveiling of 
Phase I of the project in 
September of 2002,19 police 
officers and firefighters have 
been added to the list. 

The eyent, emceed by 
WOMC deejay Dick Purtan, 
featured prayers, remem­
brances by families of the fall­

en, a 21-gun salute by Oakland 
County Sheriff's deputies and a 
performance of Amazing Grace 
by the bagpipers of the Metro 
Detroit Police and Fire Pipe 
and Drum Corps. 

County Executive L. Brooks 
Patterson said his years as a 
prosecutor and as the county's 
lead administrator has given 
him many opportunities to 
meet and interact with police 
and firefighters in Michigan. 

"I've witnessed firsthand the 
courage of public safety offi­
cers," he said. "Everyday these 
men and women place them­
selves in harm's way. The peo­
ple of Oakland County are 
proud of the quality of life here 
and that is enhanced by the 
police and fire departments 
serving here." 

Equal to their courage, he 
said, is that of the families left 
behind by the tragedies inher­
ent to public safety work. 

Oakland County Sheriff's 
Chaplain William Waldmann 
said there are a number of sup­
port groups for families of the 
fallen both on the local and 

national level. 
"They take care of one 

another," Waldmann said. 
"When the incident is new 
they're very tight and they keep 
in touch throughout." 

Eton Rapids Township 
Supervisor Linda Wilbur came 
to the unveiling Monday. Her 
husband, township Fire Chief 
Richard Wilbur, died in the 
line of duty nearly two years 
ago. She said the monument in 
Pontiac was a great tribute to 
him and others like him. 

"I had been to the state (fire­
fighter's) memorial in 
Roscommon and the national 
memorial (in Maryland)," 
Wilbur said."This is nice, it's 
certainly a lot closer to home." 

She said she's received a lot 
of support from groups con­
nected with the national and 
state survivor's groups. Since 
visiting the national memorial, 
she's been talking to others via 
e-mail. 

"It's nice to know you're not 
the only one having the same 
problems and feelings" Wilbur 
said. 

supports 'Kalamazoo Promise 
Wayne State University 

announced that students who 
enroll for fall 2006 at the uni­
versity under The Kalamazoo 
Promise program will be 
offered a 50 percent reduction 
in their room costs in the WSU 
residence halls. 

* The offer will be good for 
four years to participating stu­
dents providing they remain 
eligible for and are in receipt of 
a tuition scholarship from The 
Kalamazoo Promise. 
• The Kalamazoo Promise, 
unveiled this week by the 
Kalamazoo Public Schools, will 
provide free tuition to school 
district graduates to attend a 
public college or university in 
Michigan. Funding is provided 

by a group of anonymous 
donors. 

"This is our way of demon­
strating support for both the 
visionary donors underwriting 
the program and Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm's challenge to 
Michigan's universities to 
encourage citizens to pursue 
higher education," said Wayne 
State University President 
Irvin D. Reid. "We are proud to 
offer this incentive to our stu­
dents as a further enhance­
ment of the university's admis­
sions strategy of providing 
affordable access to education." 

During the last academic 
year, Wayne State offered more 
than $185 million in financial 
aid. Financial aid counselors 

are available to work with stu­
dents and parents regarding 
their financial aid options. 

For more information about 
financial aid and admission to 
Wayne State University, visit 
www. admissions.wayne.edu; 
phone (313) 577-3577; e-mail 
admissions@wayne.edu; or 
mail to: Office of 
Undergraduate Admissions, 
Wayne State University, PO 
Box 02759, Detroit, MI 48202-
0759. 

Wayne State University is a 
premier institution of higher 
education offering more than 
350 academic programs 
through 11 schools and col­
leges to more than 33,000 
students. 
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Jewels & Time Pieces 
Auction: Sunday, December 4th, 2005 

at 12:00 noon 

at the Ritz Carlton, Dearborn, Ml 

Collections from Colorado, Michigan, Ohio, 
New York, Florida, Chicago, Detroit, and Grosse Pointe 

For Information Call 1-800-475-4367 

Directions & Maps on line at www.dumouchelleauction.com 
(click on "catalog" then choose-"view our catalog" 

then 90 to page 5) 

Exhibition & Inspection: 
at 17 Kercheval Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 

Saturday, November 26th, 2005 11:00am to 4:00pm 
Thursday, December 1st, 2005 11:00am to 5:00pm 
Friday, December 2nd, 2005 11:00am to 4:00pm 

At The Ritz Carlton, Dearborn, Ml 

Saturday, December 3rd, 2005 11:00am to 4:00pm 

Catalogue: 
Catalogue $25 Postpaid $30 Overseas $45 Express mall $35 

Illustrated Catalog on line at www.dumouchelIeauction.com 

i 106-113 Star Sapphires. Diamonds, Art 
Dsco, etc. 

Over 300 Lots 

Lots 81-8BA Art Deco Platinum & Diamond Bracelets; 
8.25ct Round Brilliant Cut Diamond Lady's Ring w/GiA GTL; 

7.59M Round Brilliant Cut Diamond Lady's Ring, SI1. L, 
w/GIA GTL; Art Oeco Lady's Ring w/1.75ct Emerald Cut 

Diamond; 6.3Bot Pear Shape Diamond Ring, VS1, H, w/GIA 
GTL; Diamond « Emerald Eternity Sand Rings • 

Lots 83-98 7.58ct Square Emerald Cut Diamond Ring, 
VS1. J, GIAGTL; 10.70.ct Round Diamond SUld Earrings; 
Approx. 13.34ct Platinum & Diamond Bracelet set with 9 

larger emerald cut diamonds?; Jaeger Le Coultre Diamond 
Wrist Watch; Art Deco Diamond Lady's Clip Brooch; 

MauboussIn2.30ctWS1. | Color; 1.77ct Emerald Cut 
Diamond Lady's Ring; etc. 

Now Accepting items for our next Jewelry, Gems & Timepieces Auction 
We accept items on Consignment 

We also Purchase items out right, for Immediate CASH Payment, on a dally basis, having millions to spend 

17 Kercheval Avenue 

Punch & Judy Building Main Lobby 

Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml. 48236 

Telephone 1-800-475-4367 (GEMS) 

or (313) 884-4800 

Fax (313) 884-7662 v n *. T T * ? 

http://wivw.hametowntife.com
http://admissions.wayne.edu
mailto:admissions@wayne.edu
http://www.dumouchelleauction.com
http://www.dumouchelIeauction.com
http://10.70.ct

