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Fourth-graders Kelly Teschke (from left), Lauren Kteffman and McKenzi Paciocca hold up their signs as the fourth-graders sing The Great Defenders. 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

It may have been an attempt to help 
children learn how important freedom 
is, but it was much more for the guests of 
a veterans assembly at P.D. Graham 
School Monday. 

The program was filled with patriotic 
songs, skits and poetry, all meant to 
honor parents, grandparents, aunts and 
uncle who have served their country as 
members of the military. 

"I was honored, I thought it was fan­
tastic," said Tom Wyroba. "This was real­
ly great." 

A member of the U.S. Marine Corps 
from 1995 to 1999, Wyroba was invited 
by his nephew who "asked if I'd bring my 
sword." Wyroba obliged, wearing his 
Marine Corps dress uniform complete 
with the ceremonial sword for the pro­
gram. 

PLEASE SEE VETERANS, A7 
Savana and Anton Nicosia hand a red rose and certificate to their grandfather, David Marshall, a veteran 
of the U.S. Marines, during the veterans program at P.D. Graham Elementary School. 

28 teens set sights on Junior Miss title 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

John Denver's Country Boy blared out of a 
boom box as 28 young women, straw cowboy hats 
in hand, two-stepped and sometimes square 
danced their way around the dance floor at the 
Dyer Senior Center Sunday evening. 

Rehearsal time was running out for the group as 
it prepared for Saturday's 2006 Wayne-Westland 
Junior Miss Program Saturday evening at Wayne 
Memorial High School's Stockmeyer Auditorium. 

"Best in the West is the theme this year, can you 
tell?" asked Pat Hermatz, who oversees the pro­
gram as co-chair of Wayne-Westland Junior Miss 
Inc. 

The young women, seniors at John Glenn, 
Wayne Memorial and Livonia Churchill High 
schools, are vying for the opportunity to represent 
the two communities at the state program in 

Alpena in March and hopefully represent the state 
at America's Junior Miss program in Mobile, Ala., . 
in June. 

Starting at 8 a.m. Sunday, the contestants sat 
down for personal interviews with the six judges 
who have the task of selecting the next Wayne-
Westland Junior Miss and the runner-up who, 
depending on where she lives, will be either the 
Westland or Wayne Junior Miss. Both will 
advance to the state competition. 

ACADEMICS COUNT 
Judging is based on the young girls' scholastics 

which make up 20 percent of their total score. The 
judges' interview and a talent routine mat will be 
performed as part of Saturday's program are each 
worth 25 percent. The almost nine-minute long 
fitness routine they perform during the program 

PLEASE SEE JUNIOR MISS, A7 
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Lauren Perry will see her time as 
the 2005 Wayne-Westland Junior 
Miss come to an end at this year's 
program Saturday evening. , 

Gunshots 

about 2nd drive-by shooting 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Gunshots rang out early 
Sunday on Westland's. north 
side, spraying ari occupied 
house during the second 
drive-by shooting since Sept. 
15 in the same neighborhood, 
police confirmed. 

Authorities aren't sure 
whether the two incidents 
are related. Police Lt. James 
Ridener said an investigation 
is continuing. 

No one was injured during 
either of the drive-by shoot­
ings, which occurred in a 
usually quiet residential 
neighborhood near 
Middlebelt and Ann Arbor 
Trail. 

The latest incident 
occurred about 6:35 a.m. 
Sunday when someone, pos­
sibly in a dark sport utility 
vehicle, fired multiple shots 
from a handgun, hitting a 
house and garage in the 
8200 block of Hugh, Ridener 
said. 

A car parked on Merritt 
west of Hugh also was hit, he 
said. 

The house was occupied by 
four women - two of them in 
their 20s, a grandmother and 
a 90-year-old great-grand­
mother, according to police. 

Deputy Police Chief Mark 
Stobbe said a reward of up to 
$1,000 is being offered for 
information leading to an 
arrest in the shootings. Tips 
can be made anonymously by 
calling Crime Stoppers of a 
Michigan at (800) SPEAK-
UP, or (800) 773-2587. „ 

The latest gunfire followed 
incidents that occurred early 
Sept. 15, when shots rang out 
about 4 a.m. and 6 a.m. in 
the area of Fremont, Beatrice 
and Gladys. 

Bullets struck a house, 
parked cars and stop signs 
during the September shoot­
ings. 

On that morning, shots 
also rang out at Pierce and 
Moeller in Garden City. 

Residents are becoming' 
increasingly concerned about 
gunfire in their neighbor­
hood. One mother told the 
Observer in September that 
she feared for the safety of 
her children after her house 
was struck by bullets. 

The incidents have proved 
frustrating for police. Partly 
due to the early-morning 
timing of the shootings, 
authorities haven't been able 
to find witnesses who can 
give a precise description of 
any suspects. 
dclem@iiometownlife.com I (734) 953-2110 

Driver in fatal 
accident faces 
delayed sentence 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

The daughter of an 82-
year-old woman who was 
struck S*tnd killed in the 
Westland Meijer parking lot 
is frustrated by what she con­
siders a lack of justice. 

Ariita Gillman questioned 
the fairness of a postpone-
ment'ih the sentencing of 
George Gerald Kosmyna, 88, 
a Livonia man who has 
pleaded no contest to negli­
gent homicide. 

Eosmyna's car spun out of 
control June 2, injuring one 
woman and killing Gillman's 
mother, 82-year-old 
Josephine Gregory of 
Westland. 

"Here my mother was the 
victim, and the person who 
did it is walking around," 
Gillman said Monday by tele­

phone from her Long Island, 
NX, home. "He took the last 
person in my family away 
from me." 

Kosmyna has surrendered 
his driver's license and will 
return to Wayne County 
Circuit Court next August for 
a review of his case, accord -̂
ing to Assistant Wayne 
County Prosecutor Steve 
Taratuta. 

Negligent homicide is pun­
ishable by penalties ranging 
from probation up to two 
years in prison and a $2,000 
fine. 

Kosmyna's attorney, 
Thomas Strauch, indicated 
Tuesday that the defendant' 
has shown regret for the acci­
dent. Gregory survived for 
nine days before she died at 
the University of Michigan 
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Livonia ed board hears plan, 
BY DAVE VAR6A 

STAFF WRITER 

Words like "drastic meas­
ures," "experimenting with our 
kids," and "disenfranchised 
from this whole process" were 
among the barbs tossed at the 
Livonia school officials 
Monday. 

Eighteen people offered 
comments about the district's 
controversial and expansive 
Legacy Initiative before and 
after it was officially presented 
to the school board. Only two 
were mostly supportive. 

The proposal would close six 
buildings, add a new level of 
upper elementary (grades five-
six) schools, and save the dis­
trict $1.5-$2 million a year to 
deal with declining enrollment 
and increasing costs. 

In response to more than 
1,100 written comments, the 
district's Demographics 
Committee, which crafted this 
proposal together, did make 
several small changes to the 
plan. Supt. Randy Liepa out­
lined the plan and the 
changes, including grandfa­
thering in current students in 
more areas. 

Those changes weren't 
enough for many in the stand­
ing-room crowd. 

One of the most pointed, 
and applauded, comments 
came from Larry Bernhardt, a 
parent who urged an alternate 
K-5 plan that would move 
sixth-graders to the middle 
school, because it provides 
fewer transitions for kids. 
"Sh6ve this plan down our 
throats," he pledged, "and I 
will personally invest my time 
and money to recall each and 
every one of you." 

Many parents questioned 

the methods used to gather 
input before the committee 
made its decisions. Julie 
McCreadie said of the hun­
dreds of parents in the PTA at 
Adams Elementary, only about 
10 attended the particular 
meeting where they were sur­
veyed. 

She objected to putting her 
10-year-old in a huge building 
of 900 students, and the long 
bus rides. "Can't we have a 
five-year plan?" she asked, 
"...instead of making our chil­
dren today handle all the bur­
den of this." 

WORTH THE INVESTMENT? 
Another parent, Denise 

Beaudoin, supports closing 
schools by using a K-6 option, 
not the current plan. She 
questioned the advantages 
being touted for grades 5-6, 
such as adding a foreign lan­
guage class of 45 minutes for 
only one day a week. 

"It's not worth investing in 
the program," she said. 

School board members 
thanked the demographics 
committee for their work and 
speakers for their input. 

Several board questions 
asked Liepa to repeat informa­
tion already presented - yes, 
class sizes would be main­
tained; younger students 
wouldn't be crossing main 
roads; and some other dis­
tricts do have separate upper 
elementary schools for grades 
five-six. Another answer reit­
erated that sixth-graders, if 
moved to the middle schools 
under that option, would be 
required to change classes 
every hour, just like older mid­
dle schoolers. 

Liepa also shared the 
research used by the commit­

tee. Studies show that aca­
demic progress is lost in the 
first year of a transition 
between schools, and by creat­
ing an extra transition, the K-
4 proposal raises concerns. 
Helping to ease those transi­
tions, Liepa said, would be the 
fact that school communities 
are kept together and, he 
added, other efforts like open 
houses would be used. 

Liepa outlined the benefits 
and drawbacks of the three 
proposals considered by the 
committee - a K-5 plan that 
closes six elementary buildings 
and keeps four middle 
schools; a K-6 plan that closes 
five elementary buildings and 
one middle school; and the K-
4 plan that closes seven build­
ings. 

Cost savings would be simi­
lar in each. The K-4 plan saves 
around $1.9 million (Liepa 
estimated that more precise 
figure); the K-5 model saves 
$1.8 million; and the K-6 
model saves $1.5 million. 
However, both K-5 and K-6 
plans would save much more if 
the district didn't increase 
costs by hiring more teachers 
for adding instrumental 
music, foreign language and 
technology classes for grades 
five-six. 

PROPOSALS WEIGHED 
Liepa noted the research 

showed the grade configura­
tion was neutral when it 
comes to education. However, 
he said the K-4 proposal is 
more efficient for support 
resources, professional devel­
opment and balanced class 
sizes. Moving to a K-5 pro­
gram would put 1,278 students 
in Frost Middle School (based 
on this year's numbers), and 

that would be too large, Liepa 
said. 

The community has offered 
other cost savings ideas, Liepa 
said. They were presented to 
the committee and, he said, 
they should be looked at - in 
addition to this plan. 

Several parents noted the 
board members' roles in the 
committee. Salem Samaan 
said that the board had surely 
been updated on the progress 
of this proposal, but the com­
munity wasn't. 

"We're being asked to digest 
in a short two or three weeks 
what took them a year and a 
half to come up with," Samaan 
said. "I don't think that's 
appropriate and I don't think 
that's fair." 

Other issues raised focused 
on overcrowding of buildings, 
length of bus rides, the loss of 
neighborhood schools for the 
community, and the lack of 
input by non-parents in sur­
veys. 

Liepa said making a deci­
sion but delaying action would 
create lame-duck schools; he 
also noted that the board's 
decision on a plan is needed to 
decide how to staff the 
schools. 

Board President Dan 
Lessard said that the board 
was there to listen "and we do 
listen." Earlier, he had told the 
audience that "some of your 
are upset about things that are 
just not so." 

The board hosts a public hearing on 
the proposal Monday, Nov. 21, at 
Churchill High School; a regular board 
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. the 
following day, Tuesday, Nov. 22, at the 
board office. 
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Norman Haro and daughter, Allison, carry signs protesting the proposed 
school changes of the Legacy Initiative. The Haro family has students at 
Roosevelt and Riley. 

Changes in the Livonia 
Public Schools' Legacy 
Initiative will allow more stu­
dents to be grandfathered in 
with their current school com­
munity, and give students who 
live closest to Riley the priority 
for schools of choice placement. 

Those were two of the major 
changes made by the 
Demographics Committee 
before the final draft of the plan 
was proposed to the school 
board Monday, in light of writ­
ten concerns by parents. 

Another school attendance 
area - a small section just east 
of Wayne Road and just south 
of Joy Road - was shifted from 
the Hayes, Cooper, Emerson, 
Franklin path to the Garfield, 
Johnson, Frost and Churchill 
area. It was shifted, officials 
said, due to its geographical 
isolation. Current students in 
that area will, however, be 
allowed to be attend Hayes 

through the 4th grade. 
Three other groups of stu­

dents shifted from the rest of 
their current school communi­
ties will also be allowed to be. 
grandfathered back into their 
old boundaries for their time in 
elementary school. Those areas 
include a one-mile section east 
of Middlebelt and north of Five 
Mile; an area between 
Farmington and Wayne, south 
of Plymouth; and the 
Quakertown subdivision, south 
of Six Mile, east of Haggerty. 

Meanwhile, a big issue for 
many parents with the upper 
elementary schools is that those 
students who live just south of 
Five Mile - and within sight of 
Riley School - would be bused 
around five miles to Cooper 
School for grades 4-5. Students 
close to Riley will get prefer­
ence for schools of choice 
requests to attend Riley rather' 
than Cooper. 
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Can your bank top this? 

. 1-877-243-2528 
Livonia • Redford 

*New branch at Ann Arbor Trail 
^ and Wayne Road now open 

When I left my bank for Community Choice 

Credit Union, it was to get better treatment. 

Little did I realize I'd also earn more interest on my 

CDs. So, if you want great rates and one-on-one 

service, remember: the choice can be yours. 

financial Planning Internet Banking loan* Hortqaqes .Online Bill Payment 

www.communitychoicecu.org 
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Laugh with 'The Odd Couple' 
Livonia Franklin seniors Kristin Seaman, left, and Jamie Volk rehearse for the school's production of The Odd Couple 
(female version), which hits the stage at 7:30 p.m. today through Saturday, Nov. 17-19, at the school. Tickets are $7 
and may be purchased in advance or at the door. Other performers include Janina Pesys, Leanna Montagna, Rachael 
Dilworth, Heather Viland, Geoff Mehl and Patrick West. Director is Jami Krause. 

BY OARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

It seemed fitting on 
Veterans Day that a flag 
helped unite a Westland 
AMVETS group with a 
Canton elementary school. 

But, the patriotic pairing 
during a Friday flag-raising 
ceremony at Walker-Winter 
Elementary School actually 
started with a crime. 

Days before Veterans Day, 
the school's flag was stolen 
when it was mistakenly left 
flying on a flagpole 
overnight. 

"I couldn't believe it," 
Principal Pauline 
Koulouberif said. 

When she contacted 
Wayne AMVETS Post 171, on 
Merriman Road near 
Avondale in Westland, veter­
ans dug into their own pock­
ets, collected about $70 and 
bought a 5-by-9-foot flag for 
the school. 

"I thought it was disgust­
ing that somebody would 
steal their flag," said Jon 
Wilson, corporate officer and 
banquet hall manager for 
AMVETS Post 171. 

A group of veterans joined 
the 340 students at Walker-

•W"*\> 
' * 

\ 

Veterans stand outside of Walker-Winter Elementary School, where they. 
replaced a stolen flag. They are (from left) Jon Wilson, Leroy Brennan, 
Jerry Steller, Adam Hostrawser (holding daughter Emma), Dan Bush and 
Jim Meloche. 

Winter last Friday for a flag-
raising ceremony for the 
school's new Old Glory. 

Veterans, students and 
school employees said the 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
sang patriotic songs during 
the event. 

"It was wonderful," 
Koulouberif said. "We felt 
privileged to have these vet­
erans at our school. It was a 
great way to help students 
recognize what veterans do, 
and they got to experience 

the patriotism of raising the ; 
flag and connecting with real 
veterans." 

Students raised the flag as 
veterans looked on, knowing 
they had helped keep the flag 
flying in front of Walker-
Winter Elementary School. 

"It's part of what we're 
here for," Wilson, a Vietnam. 
veteran, said. "We not only 
take care of vets, but we do 
community service, too." 

dclem@hometownlife.com I (734)953-2110 

Salvation Army 
puts out call 
for bell ringers 

8Y JULIE BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

Jade Smith is looking for­
ward to ringing the bell at the 
red kettle for the Salvation 
Army for the first time. 

"My kids have always gotten 
such a kick out of putting 
money in the bucket," said 
Smith, bank manager for 
LaSalle Bank on Wayne Road 
at Nankin Boulevard in 
Westland. "It'll be nice to be on 
the other end." 

He'll ring for the Salvation 
Army's Wayne-Westland Corps 
through Rotary and plans to 
present the idea to his staff as 
well. Local Army leaders are 
busy these days recruiting vol­
unteers to cover the 18-20 sites 
in Wayne and Westland. 

"I'm trying to concentrate on 
a lot of community support," 
said corps commander Capt. . 
Matt O'Neil. "It'll be great if we 
get a lot of volunteers this year." 

He's already filled the paid 
positions. 

Having volunteers means the 
Salvation Army has more 
money to give to needy people 
this time of year. Those who 
would like to volunteer can visit 
www.ringbell.org online or call 
Matt or Mindie O'Neil at (734) 
722-3660. 

Christmas assistant Sandra 
Kollinger also has information 
on volunteering in the Wayne-
Westland area. 

Last year's local goal was 
$125,000, but Matt O'Neil is 
thinking it will be a little lower 
this year. He acknowledged 
people have been asked to give 
a lot following last December's 
tsunami and the hurricanes 
this year, along with other nat­
ural disasters. 

"It's hard to tel! at this point," 
he said. "A lot of people have 
already given. Hopefully the 
Christmas spirit will come in." 

Checks, made payable to the 
Salvation Army, can be sent to 
2300 Venoy, Westland, MI 
48186. Contributions are tax-
deductible. 

Tickets are going fast 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Bargain hunters who like to 
eat are gobbling up tickets to 
this year's Holiday Taste Fest, 
which will feature food from 
more than a dozen restaurants 
for just $20. 

Only 160 tickets remain of the 
500 being sold by the event 
sponsor, the Westland Chamber 
of Commerce. Holiday Taste 
Fest is scheduled for 6-9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center on Joy Road 
east of Newburgh. 

"We're surprised at how fast 
tickets are going," chamber 
President Lori Brist said. 
"Everyone saw how successful 
the event was last year, and 
they're telling their friends. 
We're getting people who said 
their neighbors went last year." 

When going to Holiday Taste 
Fest, go hungry. 

Toarmina's Pizza and Mary 
Denning's Cake Shoppe have 
been added to an earlier list of 
participants including Fire 
Mountain, Le Cakery Bake 
Shop, LongHorn Steakhouse, 
Marvaso's Italian Grille, Max & 
Ernm's, Red Robin, Souper 
Sandwich Carver, Westland Big 
Boy, UNO Chicago Grill, 
Applebee's, La Shish, the 
William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center culinary arts 

program, the Hellenic Cultural 
Center's cooking staff and, from 
Canton, Taj Mahal. 

O&W Inc. and Vintner's 
Cellar, distributors of beer and 
wine, also are on the list. 

Interest continues to grow for 
the food festival, now in its sev­
enth year, Brist said. More com­
panies also are buying tickets for 
tables of 10, she said. 

Brist has described the event 
as a way to showcase local 
restaurants while offering par­
ticipants an inexpensive evening 
of sampling food 

This year's Taste Fest will 
incljide entertainment by R.C. 
DJ & Video Productions and 
Ms. Helen's Westland Dance, 
according to Brist. 

A silent auction also will be 
held, including such items as 
tickets to see the Detroit Pistons 
basketball team and the Red 
Wings hockey team. 

Tickets are $20 except for 
seniors over age 55 and children 
12 years and under, who will pay 
just $15. They are available at 
the chamber office, 36900 Ford 
Road east of Newburgh. 

For more information, call 
(734) 326-7222. Holiday Taste 
Fest serves as a fund-raiser for 
the chamber arid for the Joseph 
Benyo Scholarship Fund, in 
honor of the late community 
volunteer who served Westland 
in many capacities. 

GOING ON NOW AT EASTLAND 

gfflMlMt. SALE 
( 

• -

< 1 
/ 

~ \ 

V 
- * • - > 

fl* J •iqwiffr-

J V W h t . 
*- - 4 

HUNDREDS OF HANDMADE ORIENTAL RUGS 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

: 6WRUGS STARTING AT $479 

.Don't miss.this opportunity toyshop, gn .amazing selection of, oriental, rugs, from Persia, India, 
Nepal, Pakistan and China. A special shipment has,arrived just for this event. 

Choose from traditional and contemporary designs, silks, needlepoints 
. and antique reproductions in sizes from 2'x3' to-.12'x18'. 

. MARSHALL FIELDS ORIENTAL RUG GALLERIES. RUG EXPERTS SINCE 1876. 

. .Caravan Sale hours: Suiiday,H-7, Monday-Friday .10-9, Saturday 9-10. ; < 

• Rugs are located in the mail in the,former Borders bookstore. S'ale end*: January 1, 2006. Saving'; are off our regular prices. 
• . , . Discount not valid with ony. other coupon or off era Ail rugs we labeled to show court fry of origin. " * 
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Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean tried to rally the party faithful at a fund-raiser at Ernesto's in 
Plymouth Tuesday. 

Dean takes aim at 
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$39.95 price based on subscription to multiple Comcast sen/ices. Pricing May Change. Offer comparison is based on SBC's Unlimited Package as described en website 
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Regulatory Recovery Feef which is not a tax or government-required; or other applicable charges (e.g., per-call charges or international calling). Coincast Digital Voice 
service (including 911 /emergency services) may not function during an extended power outage, Certain customer premises equipment may not be compatible with 
Gemcast Digital Voice services. '30-day limited guarantee covers standard installation charges, recurring charges, and equipment rental or pwchass fees actually paid 
to Comcast for first month of service. Equipment charges may apply, Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Services m subject to terms and conditions of 
Comcast's si ibscriber a elements and ui^er applicable terms and conditions, ftesirietions apply Call for details. Cisco, Cisc j sys^ics, th- Oscc Systems logo, and the 
Cfeco Square Bridge logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of Cisco Systems, inc. and/or its affiliates in Ihe U.S. and certain other coiiniries ©2005 Comcasi 
(&;ho Communications, LLC All fights reseivec. 

Party chair calls 
BY BRAD KADR1CH 

STAFF WRITER 

Michigan Democrats believe 
state Republicans are vulnera­
ble in the 2006 elections, and 
Tuesday night they brought out 
the party's biggest hammer to 
drive home the point. 

In a speech at a Michigan 
Democratic Party fund-raiser 
at Ernesto's in Plymouth, for­
mer presidential candidate 
Howard Dean, chairman of the 
Democratic National 
Committee, tried to rally state 
Democrats, pointing the 
party's guns directly at 
Michigan's Republican repre­
sentatives, national and 
statewide. 

And he called on local parry 
members to reach out in a 
grassroots campaign he said 
the party needs to regain con­
trol of both the U.S. and state 
legislatures. 

"We need some work out of 
you," he told some 500 
Democrats jammed into 
Ernesto's. "What we need you 
to do is reach out to people 
who didn't vote the way we did. 
That's how you build coalitions 
to win elections. We need to 

Hy old credit card rewarded my bank 

J "I was tired of higher fees for cash 

**, advances, balance transfers and late 

' payments on my old credit card. That's 

,, hen I switched to Community Choice 

Credit Union and got a credit card that 

"gives" instead of "takes." I had a choice of the 

VISA® Gold or Platinum. Now, when I use my 

credit card I know I'm earning bonus points 

that can be used for airline tickets, hotels, gifts 

and more. And I'm paying a lower rate than 

my bank used to charge. Look, the choice can 

be yours - if s there for the taking." 

Salvatore, Community Choice Member 
on his soapbox about financial institutions. 

financial Planning Internet Banking 

EHJAL HOUSING 1ENDEH 

1-877-243-2528 
www.communitychoicecu.org Livonia • Redford 
Branch at Ann Arbor Trail/Wayne Road now open 

The choice can be yours. 

C O M M U N I T Y 

CHOICE 
CREDIT UNJON 

Plymouth resident Aiicia Van Pett greets 
Democratic Party fund-raiser Tuesday at 

reach out and knock on doors." 
As he has in recent speeches 

and television appearances, 
most recently on NBC's Meet 
the Press Sunday, Dean talked 
about "truth," seizing on the 
dwindling poll numbers of 
President George Bush as evi­
dence Americans "want 
change" in Washington. 

He invoked the CIA leak 
scandal, in which vice presi­
dential chief of staff I, Lewis 
Libpy was indicted on perjury 
charges and for which senior 
presidential adviser Karl Rove 
is still being investigated; the 
indictment of former House 
Majority Leader Tom DeLay 
on campaign finance viola-
tions; and the investigations 
into Senate Majority Leader 
Bill Frist, using them to accuse 
the president of fostering a 
"culture of corruption" in the 
country. 

"We need to end the culture 
of corruption (Bush) has . 
brought to Washington," Dean 
said. "We're going to tell the 
truth to our people, we're going 
to tell the truth to our troops, • 
and we're going to tell the truth 
to our allies." 

TAKING AIM 
That's when Dean aimed the 

party's guns at the Michigan 
congressional delegation, 
chiefly 11th District U.S. Rep. 
Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, and 9th District Rep. 
Joe Knollenberg, R-Bloomfield 
Township. 

Dean said McCotter and 
Knollenberg each took thou­
sands of dollars from D.eLay's 
political action committee, and 
have voted with DeLay more 
than 90 percent of the time. 

"The culture of corruption 
has reached Michigan," Dean 
said. "(McCotter and 
Knollenberg) have refused to 
give that money back. These 
people may represent Tom 
DeLay's values, but they don't 
represent Michigan's values." 

The vulnerability of state 
Republicans is a viewpoint 
with which Steven Reifman of 
Farmington Hills agrees. 
Reifman, who lost to 
Knollenberg in 2004 and is 
considering challenging him 
again, is a key figure in the for­
mation of the group Michigan 
Congressional Challengers' 
Coalition - MC3 - formed to 
organize a strategy for winning 
statewide and national offices. 

He hoped Dean would show 
a willingness on the part of the 
national party to support local 
candidates, and he liked what 
he heard. 

"(McCotter) is vulnerable; 
he's independent in a way, but 
he's also a true Republican," 

Howard Dean at a Michigan 
Ernesto's. 

Reifman said. "We're not sup­
porting any particular candi­
date. We think it's important 
for the national party to groom 
national leaders." 

Reifman painted v 
Knollenberg as "a mundane 
guy with no real leadership" 
skills, points Reifman said 
make Knollenberg "very vul­
nerable." 

"He's tied at the hip to 
President,Bush; he's an arch-
conservative," Reifman said. 
"We don't have an arch-conser­
vative district, and we need to 
educate the voters on that." 

Dean trumpeted recent 
Democratic victories, including 
gubernatorial races in New 
Jersey and Virginia (despite a 
last-minute campaign stop by 
President Bush), and the 
defeat of four initiatives spon­
sored by California Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger -
"Maybe we can turn 
(Schwarzenegger) into the 
'One-Terminator,'" Dean joked 
- as evidence the Democrats 
are poised to "take back the 
country." 

He also urged Democrats to 
support minority candidates, 
including African-Americans, , 
for both state and national 
races. 

"Why do I bring up uncom­
fortable subjects like race?" 
Dean asked. "Because the only 
majority in the party is women. 
Each of us is a minority, and 
the only way we win is by stick­
ing together." 

Dean also hit the high points 
for Democrats: 

• On jobs - "We're going to 
have jobs in America, and 
we're going to have jobs that 
stay in America." 

• On industry - "We need a 
new industry, and I think it's 
going to be renewable energy." , 

• On health care - "We need 
a health care system that does ' 
what 36 other countries do, 
and that is cover everybody." 

• On education - "We need 
a strong public education sys­
tem, because a strong public 
education system is what made 
everything possible in 
America." 

As might be expected, Dean's 
message resonated with the 
throng jammed into the ' 
restaurant. 

"I was quite impressed," said 
state Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi, D-
Farmington Hills. "I supported 
him (for party chair) because 
he has the ability to rally peo­
ple and he has the issues to 
talk about. I think we have to 
be aggressive, and stress the 
issues people care about." 
bk3drich@hometowrtlife.com I (734) 459*2700 

http://www.communitychoicecu.org
mailto:bk3drich@hometowrtlife.com
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AROUND WESTLAND 

Feeding the ijeedy 
The Wayne FordvCivic 

League has partnered with 
Gordon Food Service to pro­
vide 450 Tjianksgivijig cele­
bratory meals to the rnost 
needy in the community on 
Nov, 23. ^ 

According to Vic Barra,, the 
civic league has been h^contact 
with St. Theodore Church, 
Veteran's Haven and the\ 
Wayne County Family Center 
to asses the needs of those 
organization ila hopes of yelp­
ing this holiday:,'' • \ 

As of Wednesday, 200 meals 
were StilJ available. Any organ­
ization wishing to participate 
can call Barra at (734) 728-
5010. 

Membership meeting 
The Westland Youth Athletic 

Association will hold its annu­
al general membership meet­
ing at 7 p.m. Dec. 1. The meet­
ing will be held at the WYAA 
Lange Compound at 6050 
Farmington Road, Westland. 

For more information, con­
tact the WYAA at (734) 421-
0640 or electronically at 
wyaa@wyaa.org. 

Coffee hour 
State Rep. Glenn S." 

Anderson, D-Westland, will 
hold his next local coffee hour 
for 9f!0:30 a*ip. Monday, Nov. 
21, at Westland: BigBoy 
Restaurant, 6360 N. Wayne 
Road at Hunter, Citizens are 
welcome to visit with 
Anderson and discuss issues 
and/or concerns. 

Anderson holds local coffee 
hours third Monday of each 
month. ^ 

'50s Night 
->• The Hellenic Cultural Center 
will be the place to be on 
Friday, Nov. 18, to catch up 
with friends, support local 
non-profit charities, and remi­
nisce the 1950s with music and 
fun. 

Sponsored by the Women of 
Westland and the Westland 
Jaycees, '50s Night with a 
Mission will feature music by 
The Reflections, a 1950s style 
at "The Diner" with a menu of 
sliders, Coney island hot dogs, 
french fries, beverages and a 
cash bar. Prizes will be award­
ed for the best costumes. 

Doors open at 6 p.m., with 
entertainment starting at 7 
p.m. Tickets are available at 
Mary Denning's Cake Shoppe, 
8036 N. Wayne Road, 
Westland, or by calling (734) 
261-3680. 

Shopping event 
The Westland Chamber of 

Commerce is teaming up with 
Westland Shopping Center and 
Marshall Field's to sponsor an 
exclusive half-day shopping 
event Friday, Nov. 18. 

Participants will enjoy dis­
counts and give-aways at par­
ticipating stores and will he 
able to sign up for a free holi­
day eye makeover by Clinique. 
Clinique also will do a holiday 
makeup presentation during 
the continental breakfast. 

The day starts with the con­
tinental breakfast, provided by 
Panera Bread, at 9:30 a.m. at 
Marshall Fields. It will end at 
noon with lunch and door 
prizes at the Lakeshore Grill. 

The shopping extravaganza 
costs $25 per person and is 
limited to the first 100 people 
to respond. To reserve a spot, 
call the chamber at (734) 326-
7222. 

Holiday party 
Westland senior citizens are 

invited to the Holiday 
Extravanganza, a Christmas 
party, at the Westland senior 
Friendship Center, Thursday, 
Dec. 15. 

Doors will open at 11:30 
a.m., with the "fabulous feast" 
will be served at noon. There 
will be a chance to have pic­
tures take with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, dancing to the music of 
the Tommie James Trio and 

THINKI". - r -

VOT ' LENNOX 
FRE 

(734)525-1930 
Our 31st Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
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gifts galore. 
Tickets cost $8 for members 

and $10 for guests. They're 
available at the Friendship 
center, 1119 N. Newburgh, 
Westland. 

Taste Fest 
Tickets are on sale for the, ••, 

Westland Chamber of •''.!.. 
Commerce's seventh annual 
Holiday Taste Fest which will • 
be at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 
the Hellenic Cultural Center at 
36375 Joy Road, east of 
Newburgh. 

Participants for this year's 
Holiday Taste Fest, including 
Fire Mountain, Le Cakery 

Bake Shop, Long Horn 
Steakhouse, MarvasO's Italian 
Grille, Max & Erma's, Red 
Robin, Souper Sandwich 
Carver, Westland Big Boy, 
UNO Chicago Grill, 
Applebee's, La Shish, the 
William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center culinary arts 
program, the Hellenic Cultural 
Center and, from Canton, Taj 
Mahal. 

Admission is $20 for adults 
and $15 for senior citizens (55 
and over) and, children (12 and 
under). Tickets are on sale 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the chaniber office, 
on Ford Road east of 

Newburgh. 

Las Vegas Party 
St. Bernardine Men's Club is 

sponsoring a Pinochle/Euchre 
Card Party on Fridays, Dec. 2 
and 16, Jan. 6,13 and 27 and 
Feb. 3,17 and 24, at the 
church, southwest corner Ann 
Arbor Trail and Merriman in 
Westland. 

Participants don't need a 
partner to play. Snacks and 
soft drinks ate included in the 
$5 charge. Games start at 
7:30 p.m. l 

Craft shofri ' 
The Village of Westland will 

be having its Fall Bazaar and 
Bake Sale 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 19, at com­
plex, 32001 Cherry Hill : 
between Venoy and Merriman 
in Westland. 

• The Wayne Ford,Civic 
League will have an indoor fall 
craft show Saturday, Nov. 19, 
at the league, 1645 N. Wayne 

.Road, Westland. Call (734) 
728-5010 and speak with Terri 
for more information. 

• Grafters are needed for the 
annual Holiday craft show at 
Hawthorne Valley on Nov. 27. 
For information, call Sue or 
Paul at (734) 844-3128. 

Car donation 
People with a car to donate 

can give it to Veterans Haven. 
The organization is accepting , 
cars, running or not running, 
that are given to veterans to 
provide them with transporta­
tion to work, school of medical 
needs. 

To date, the agency has given 
away more than 250 vehicles 
and three fully furnished 
mobile homes to needy veter­
ans. To donate, call Veterans 
Haven at (734) 728-0527 or go 
to vetshaveninfo.org on the 
Internet, 

STARTS TODAY! THREE DAYS OF SAVINGS in honor of you, our loyal customer. 

i * 

Slock up on gills for the 
holidays and earn 

DOUBLE 
POINTS 
when yon use your 
Parisian eredil card. 

> * r ; 

on all purchases,* 
including regular-priced items. 

*SEE BELOW FOR EXCLUSIONS. 

Dear Friend: 

With the holidays just around the corner, it's a great time to shop 
for unique gifts from Parisian. Wouldn't it be nice if you could 
also Save 20% On yOUr purchases ! That's exactly what 
you can do if you come to Parisian Thursday, November 17 thru 
Saturday, November 19 for Customer Appreciation Days. We will 
be opening early at 9:00 am Saturday to give you more time to shop 
and enjoy your savings. When you use your Parisian credit card, 
receive double points for every dollar you spend and with 
optional deferred billing**, enjoy no interest for 120 days on 
Parisian charge purchases of $150 or more! Doii't miss this chance 
to SAVE AN EXTRA 20% OFP ALMOST EVERYTHING IN 
THE STORE, INCLUDING REGULAR-PRICED PURCHASES. 

Our Customer Appreciation Days are our way of showing our 
appreciation to you for being a loyal customer. So, take advantage 
of savings on gifts for the entire family and holiday styles'just for 
you. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Warm Regards, 

Toni Browning 
President & CEO 

*10% off Ladies' Suits and Dresses, Ladies' Outerwear, Ladies' and Juniors' Swimwear and Jane Seymour Furniture-.. 

Excludes Doorbusters, Bonus Buys. Super Specials, Irwedible Value Items, Allen Edmonds, Antfiousa, Aromaticiue, Ajtjiur Court, BirfeffllslOCfc 8O>B. Br'iaMon, OiUb'-tibbv Lii, Coach; CgfeHaan, CofumNa Sportswear, 
Cosmetic Accessories, Cosmetics, BemdacoDonald J Pliner Dooriey & Bourke Electronics, Ferraoamo, Fragrances., Furs-Garfield SMarks, Gift Cards';Bodiw^Sreattes arid Dff i iwCol lect ions in Fine Jewel™ 
Special Events and Watches in Fine Jewelry, 'Service Contracts In Fine Jewelry. Moissariite, ihdlao Palms Men's, Island Sofe JJasawJulc* Couture, KaevSpii^.)£ry5ho^s,Trrie i W i ^ e ^ n DoliCompany, Cfijjdreri^ ,!•„_ ,.„.„.,,_..,,_.. , . . . . . „ , ._. . .J.- , , . . . , . . ..._,„ ./!-,„ . * .,.«.... i , .,-, ,..t. H,.,.*_,_£.. . -̂-—-J^^u îsf,oes-RmtRobertTalbpttNeckwear,.Sa!onss Levis, Lilly Pulitzer, Marc Jacobs Shoes. Mens Leather Outerwear, Mens Suit Extravaganza, Mephisto, Merrell, tanro Oakle 
Services, Sharper Image, Social Caravan, Sparc, Special Orders, St. John, Stuart Weitzman, Ttiomas Kinkade Art, Tommy Bahama I' 
offer. Not valid on previously purchased items. 

'oIoRaipiiLoti ieitt lv., 
veraWanoand7fcrfflt!i kind -Mens Cannot be combined with any other discount 

" O n your Parisian credit card, subject to credit approval. Finance Charges will not be imposed on these purchases and payments will- not be required during the 129 days promotional period If your account is kept 
current. Standard Rate 21.6% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $0.50, Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charoes oti your promotional purchase If you Snake more than one purchase on your 
Parisian credit card. Call 1-868-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted with phone orders. 

STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. -

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card. MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON 

STREET; A N D LAUREL PARK PLACE EN LIVONIA, C O R N E R OF N E W B U R G H ROAD A N D SIX MILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or origins! -prices, as shown. 
Actual savings may exceed stated percentage off. "Reguier" sna "Original" prices reflect offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. Merchandise selection meiy vary from one store to another. 

http://www.hometowntife.com
mailto:wyaa@wyaa.org
http://vetshaveninfo.org
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Program lets public 
recycle computers 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

TO'J^ 

BY WAYNE PEAL 

STAFF WRITER 

j ^ jplenty of people will get new 
feaputers as gifts this holiday 
^ s o n and plenty of small busi­
nesses will upgrade their com­
puter systems for the new year. 
ĵ -'̂ Sut what to do with those old 
jfefs, laptops and monitors? 
>pA southeast Oakland County 

. Cyc l ing agency and a Wayne 
fertility computer company 
jS^lieve they have the answer. 
I ^Jow though Nov. 30, the 
Resource Recovery and 
Recycling Authority of 
Southwest Oakland County and 
Classic Computer Recovery Inc. 
of Garden City will accept 
unwanted computers. 

, ^Computer equipment, includ­
ing keyboards, mice, cables, CD-
&f5Ms» modems and mother-
Boards, can be dropped 9 a.m. 
to'4:30 p.m.. at tMbackdoor of 
GQR's warehouse at 32400 Ford, 
fipxlen City and at RRRASOC 
offices, 20000 W. Eight Mile in 
Seuthfield. 

t TThey can come in 24 hours a 
&$y, seven days a week," said 
Laura Charnota, who is coordi­
nating pickup for Classic 

Computer Recovery. 
Both the company and the 

recycling authority aim to keep 
computers out of landfills. 

"This is a two-week pilot pro­
gram, but we're hoping to turn it 
into something that could go 
year-round," RRRASOC General 
Manager Michael Csapo said. 

"There are environmental 
concerns, especially with the 
lead based glass in monitors and 
the heavy metals in computer 
boards," Csapo said. "Beyond 
that, these are items which can 
still have value." 

Classic Computer Recovery 
refurbishes whatever computers 
it can for re-sale, "harvest parts" 
from others or, in the worst case 
"demanufactu^es" computers to 
have their parts sold as raw ' 
materials. 

"What we do fits in with the 
recycling concepts of reduce, re­
use and restore," company CEO 
l inda McFarland said. 

'We're reducing landfill waste, 
promoting re-use of computers 
and restoring computer parts." 

Volume, she said, is the key. 
Information is available by 

calling CCR at (734) 732-1192 or 
(734) 732-1139. 

FATAL 
FROM PAGE A1 

Hospital. 
"Everybody understands it 

was a very tragic circumstance," 
Strauch said. 

Gillman has called for more 
stringent testing of elderly 
drivers in the aftermath of her 
mother's death. Moreover, she 
said existing laws should be 
better enforced. 

"I think the state of 
Michigan, along with some 
other states, should step up to 
the plate here and do some­
thing besides postpone a sen­
tence" Gillman said. "If this 
was a 24-year-old driver or a 

36-year-old driver or a 50-
year-old driver, would they get 
their sentence postponed for a 
year? I think they would be in 
jail." 

Gillman said her mother's 
death is particularly difficult 
with the coming holiday sea­
son. 

"I just feel helpless," she said. 
She voiced disappointment 

that Kosmyna, despite his age, 
has received a delayed sen­
tence. 

"I don't care that he's 88. My 
mother was 82," she said. 

Strauch declined to comment 
at length on Kosmyna's behalf, 
other than to say the defendant 
has shown remorse for what 
happened. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., 
as Trustee, 
6th Street and Marquette Avenue, 

?MinneapoIis, Minnesota 55479 

Plaintiff, 

Case No. 05-CV-008618 
Code No. 30404 
Foreclosure of Mortgage 
Dollar Amount Greater Than 
$5,000.00 

The Honorable Michael D. Guolee 

NATALIE R. TANDY-TRICE 
; and JOHN DOE 
: unknown spouse of 
' Natalie R. Randy-Trice 
' 26029 Continental Circle 
. Taylor, Michigan 48180 

' OR 
^P.O.Box 100913 
^ Milwaukee, WI 53210 

* JANE DOE and/or JOHN DOE 
; unknown tenants 
' 2617 West Medford Avenue 
; Milwaukee, WI53206 

Defendants. • 

FORTY-FIVE DAY SUMMONS » 

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO NATALIE R. TANDY-
TRICE and JOHN DOE unknown spouse of Natalie R. Tandy-Trice, 
26029 Continental Circle, Taylor, Michigan 48180; and P.O. Box 
100913, Milwaukee, WI 53210; and 2617 West Medford Avenue, 

; Milwaukee, WI 53206; 

You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named above has 
'• filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you. The complaint, 
^ which is also served upon you, states the nature and basis of the 

legal action. 

; Within 45 days after November 3, 2005,lyou must respond 
. 'with a written answer, as that term is used in Chapter 802 of the 
• Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court may reject or 
I disregard an answer that does not follow the requirements of the 
! statutes. The answer must be sent or delivered to the court, whose 

address is: 

I. Clerk of Circuit Court 
i I Milwaukee County Courthouse 

901 North 9th Street 
. Milwaukee, WI S3233 

* and to O'Dess and Associates, S.C, Plaintiffs attorneys, whose 
t ^address is: 

O'Dess and Associates, S.C. 
1414 Underwood Avenue, Suite 403 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213 

< ', You may have an attorney help or represent you. 

\ " If you do not provide a proper answer within 45 days, the court 
• ^may grant judgment against you for the award of money or other 
X 4egal action requested in the complaint, and you may lose your 
• fright to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in the 
' ^complaint. A judgment may be enforced as provided by law. A 
> 'judgment awarding money may become a lien against any real 
I ̂ estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by 
* ̂ garnishment or seizure of property. 

X, O'DESS AND ASSOCIATES, S.C. 
1 Attorneys for Plaintiff 
f V 
»> By: M. ABIGAIL O'DESS 
! Bar Code No. 1017869 

i POST OFFICE ADDRESS: 
i 1414 Underwood Avenue, Suite 403 
j" Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
I; (414) 727-1591 

ess and Associates, S.C., i s attempting to collect a debt 
'' and any information obtained will be used for that purpose. 

t< If you have previously received a Chapter 7 Discharge in 
* Bankruptcy, this correspondence should not be construed as an 
i- attempt to collect a debt. 

r< 
'"^Publish: November 3,10 & 17,2005 > O E 0 8 3 8 4 1 3 9 

Listings for the Community Calendar 
should be submitted in writing. They • 
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at 
(734} 591-7279 or by e-mail at sma- . 
son@oe.homecomm.net. For more 
information, call (734) 953-2112. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Holiday bazaar 
Get your holiday gifts at the Wayne 
County Commission's eighth annual 
Holiday Bazaar at the Wayne County 
Building in downtown Detroit on Friday, 
Dec. 9. Jewelry, unique crafts and 
clothing will be on display 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the atrium of the building at 
600 Randolph. Proceeds from vendor 
booth rentals to benefit local non-prof­
its. 

Bowl with Santa 
Santa is making an early stop in 
Livonia to help raise funds for O.U.R. 
Camp, a summer day camp for children 
with special needs. The "Bowl with 
Santa" event takes place 2-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 19, at Merri-Bowl in 
Livonia. Parents can bring their kids to . 
enjoy an afternoon of bowling with 
Santa. Cost is $10 per bowler or $35 for 
a group of four. Fee includes two 
games of bowling (bumpers available), 
shoes, hot dog and pop. Pre-registra-
tion recommended, space is limited. Ail 
proceeds benefit O.U.R Camp. Merri-
Bowl is located at 30950 Five Mile Road 
at Merriman. For more information or 
to register, call Jan Slattery, (734) 414-
0231, or write Bowling with Santa, P.O. 
Box 6059, Plymouth, Ml 48170. 

Craft show 
Reserve a table now for the Wayne 
Senior Activity Center pre-holiday 
arts and crafts show 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at the senior center, 
35000 Sims, Wayne. Cost is $25 per 
table, electricity provided. For more 
information, call Lucy at (734) 721-7460. 

Starfish programs 
Starfish Family Services Great Parents, 
Great Start teachers help prepare chil­
dren, ages 2 -4 years for preschool and 
school in their own home. Fun, learning 
activities help children grow and learn 
and parents learn tips, too. The pro­
gram is open to families in western 
Wayne County, if they qualify. Call (734) 
595-0411, Ext. 104, for more informa­
tion. Starfish also has a ongoing, free. 
Pregnancy Support Group, offering 
pregnant women a chance to talk with 
other pregnant women, meet with a 
prenatal nurse, hear baby's heart beat 
and learn about nutrition, pain man­
agement and other topics. Groups to 
be held in Wayne, Westland and Inkster 
areas. To register, (734) 595-0411, Ext. 
104. 

FOR YOUR HEALTH 

TOPS 
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) 
meets every Wednesday at St. John's 
Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne Road, 
Westland. Weigh-in is 6:30-7:15 p.m., 
with the meeting 7:30-8:30 p.m. For 
more information, call Rosalie at (734) 
728-0299. 

Menopause & More 
A Menopause & More support group 

for women meets 7-9 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of the month in Classroom 
2 of the west addition of the Marian 
Women Center of St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital, 36475 Five Miie, Livonia. No 
registration is necessary, and the 
group is free of charge. For more infor­
mation, call (734) 655-1100. 

Support group 
A support group for people with chron­
ic illness meets on Fridays every other 
week, at the Westside Mental Health 
Services, 32932 W. Warren, Suite 103, 
Westland. The support group is a serv­
ice of Awareness Counseling Services. 
There is a $10 for each meeting which 
will be facilitated by a professional. For 
more information, call (734) 513-8295 
or (313) 562-2800. 

AIM 
Anxiety or panic attacks? AIM 
(Agoraphobics In Motion) meets at 7:30 
p.m. Thursdays at Faith Lutheran 
Church, 30000 Five Mile, between 
Middlebelt and Merriman in Livonia. 
AIM is a support group for those work­
ing on recovery from anxiety disorder 
or phobias. Call (248) 547-0400. 

Grief support 
Angela Hospice offers ongoing grief 
support groups every second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. Ail 
groups are free of charge and open to 
the community. Call bereavement coor­
dinator Ruth Favor at Angela Hospice, 
(734)464-7810. 

Childbirth classes 
Garden City Hospital, on Inkster Road 
at Maplewood, is sponsoring classes 
for parents of newborns, weekend 
childbirth Instruction, a refresher 
childbirth education course and a new 
support group for expectant teens. For 
information on programs, call (734) 
458-4330. 

Childbirth Association 
Classes for childbirth preparation are 
offered at several Wayne County loca­
tions. Morning and evening classes are 
available. Registering new classes 
every month. Newborn care ciasses 
and Cesarean birth preparation are 
also offered. Call (734) 459-7477. 

Fibromyalgia 
The "Garden City area chapter of the 
Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and CFS 
Association Support Group meets 1-3 
p.m. the first Thursday of each month 
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at Merriman Road Baptist.Church on 
Merriman south" of Ford. There are 
guest speakers and discussion on a 
variety of topics. There is no member­
ship fee, however a small donation is 
greatly appreciated, For additional 
information, call Tina Wing at (734) 
338-2226 or Lucy Rowley at (734) 462-
1768. 

HISTORIC 

Pioneer trek 
The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has 
been designed to introduce travelers . 
to the history of the area. Travelers will 
visit sites that affected the develop­
ment of Westland as a community. 
Those who complete the trek will 
receive an embroidered patch. To start 
the trek, first visit the Westland 
Historical Museum and pick up a pack­
et. The museum is at 857 N. Wayne 
Road and is open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays, 
except before a holiday. The trek is 
sponsored by the Westland Historical 
Commission and the Friends of the • 
Westland Museum. Call (734) 326-1110. 

Friends of Eloise 
The Friends of Eloise group meets 7 
p.m. the third Tuesday of the month in 
the dining room of the Kay Beard 
Building, on Michigan between 
Middlebelt and Merriman. All are wel­
come. For information, call Jo Johnson, 
(734) 522-3918. 

Friends of Museum 
Friends of the Westland Historical 
Museum meet at 7 p.m. each month 
except December at the Collins House, 
located at the museum complex, 857 N. 
Wayne Road. Caii Jim Franklin at (734) 
595-8119. Everyone is welcome, wel­
come. 

BINGO 

VFW Bingo 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 3323 Auxiliary 
has bingo 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at 
1055 S. Wayne Road, Westland. There is 
a snack bar. The post has bingo at 1 
p.m. every Sunday at the same place. 
Call (734) 326-3323. 

Dems hold bingo 
The Metro Wayne Democratic Club has 
bingo 10:45 a.m. every Monday at the 
Wayne Ford Civic League, on Wayne 
Road south of Ford in Westland. For . 
information, call Jan or Cliff at (734) 
591-1694 or Cliff at (734) 729-8681. 

St. Mel Church 
Bingo begins at 6:45 p.m. Fridays in St. 
Mel Church activities.building, on 
Inkster Road north of Warren. Doors 
open at 4 p.m. Food is available. 

Shamrock Bingo 
Bingo begins at It a.m. Wednesdays at 
the Knights of Columbus Mali, 35100 
Van Born, east of Wayne Road in 
Wayne. Doors open at 9 a.m. Food is 
available. Proceeds go to charity. Call 
(734)728-3020. 

K of C Bingo 
Pope John XXIII Assembly of the 
Knights of Columbus Council 1536 
hosts bingo games at 6:45 p.m. 

, Thursdays. The games are in the 
Livonia Elks Lodge, 31117 Plymouth* 
Road, one block east of Merriman in 
Livonia. Caii (734) 425-2246. 

Metro Wayne 
The Metro Wayne Democratic Club' 
offers a bingo at the Wayne-Ford Civic 
League on Fridays. Doors open at 9 
a.m. with bingo starting at 10:45 a m 
An all-you-can-eat breakfast buffet is 
available for $3. For more information, 
call Cliff Johnson at (734) 729-9681. 

FOR SENIORS 

Friendship Center 
The Senior Resources Department 
(Friendship Center), 1119 N. Newburgh, 
Westland, offers a variety of programs 
for older adults. The Web site 
www.ci.westland.mi.us offers more 

. information. Call (734) 722-7632. 
Crochet & Knit 

A crochet and knit group meets 9:30 
a.m. every Thursday at the Friendship 
Center on Newburgh near Marquette. 
Beverly Kaminski is the instructor. 
Participants should bring a type "6 " 
crochet hook. Those interested can 
sign up at the center's front desk or 
call (734) 722-7632. 

Visually impaired 
The Visually Impaired Persons (VIPs) 
support group meets 12:30 p.m. every 
Friday at the Friendship Center, 1119 N. 
Newburgh, Westland. Participants 
share information and meet others. 
Those interested in joining can be 
scheduled on a bus route for trans­
portation. For information, call (734) 
722-7632. 

Choir 
The Senior Choir, under the leadership'. 
of Robert Cassidy, is open to those who 
like to sing. It meets 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday. For information, call the 
Friendship Center, (734J 722-7632. 

Hearing checks 
Every third Tuesday of each month, a 
representative from Personalized 
Hearing Care of Westland will check 
and dean hearing aids free, 2-3 p.m. by 
appointment only. Call (734) 722-7632 
for more information. 

Exercise 
Simply Jazzercise is designed for exer­
cisers older than 40. The program pro­
vides a iow to moderate workout. The 
exercise improves strength, flexibility, 
balance, posture, coordination and car­
diovascular endurance. It incorporates 
simple dance routines with walking or 

jogging patterns and resistance exer­
cises. Wear loose-fitting-clothing and 
comfortable shoes. Light weights and 
an exercise mat are suggested. Classes 
are 10:15 a.m. Monday, 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, 10:15 a.m. Friday, at $3 per 
person per class. Sign up at the front 
desk at the Westland Friendship Center 
or call (734) 722-7632. 

Travel Group 
The Friendship Travel Group meets 1 
p.m. the second Friday ofeach month 
(unless a large event is scheduled) in 
the Westiand Friendship Center, 1119 N. -
Newburgh. Programs include celebra­
tion of birthdays, door prizes, descrip­
tion of new classes or-programs, 
speakers from tour companies, 
overview of day/ overnight trips and 
refreshments. Call (734) 722-7632. 

Dyer Center 
The Wayne-Westland school district's 
Dyer Senior Adult Center "offers activi­
ties Monday-Thursday at the center, on 
Marquette between Wayne and 
Newburgh roads. Mondays, Senior 
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.: Tuesdays, arts, 
crafts and needlework at 9:30 a.m.; 
Wednesdays, kitchen band, 10 a.m., 
bingo at 1 p.m.; Thursdays, ceramics, 
arts, crafts at 9:30 a.m. , 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Vietnam Vets 
The Piymouth-Canton Vietnam 
Veterans of America, Chapter 528, 
meet at 7:30 p.m. the second Monday 
of every month at the Plymouth VFW 
Post 6695, on S. Mil! Street, just north 
of Ann Arbor Road. If you served in the 
U.S. military between 1964 and 1975,, 
even, if not, "in country" (combat 
zone) you are still eligible to become a 
member. Visit the Web site at 
www.mihometown.com/oe/Plymouth 
CantonVVA for more information. 

Friends of library 
The Friends of the William P. Faust 
Pubiic Library organization meets at 2 
p.m. the second Tuesday of each 
month at the library, 6123 Central City 
Parkway. Caii (734) 326-6123. Meetings 
last about one hour and are open to 
the public. The group also holds a book 
sate during regular hours at the library. 

In Harmony 
The Wayne Chapter of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society meets at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Kirk of Our Savior 
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry Hill, 
west of Wayne Road, Westland. 
Gentlemen interested in the chapter's 
Renaissance Chorus or who enjoy 
quartetting can call membership chair­
man Bob Wolf at (734) 421-1652, or 
attend a rehearsal. 

Civil Air Patrol 
Emergency service is just one of the • • 
congressionaily mandated missions of 
the Civil Air Patrol which includes 
ground and air search-and-rescue 
operations. The Civil Air Patrol, which is 

. the official U.S. Air Force auxiliary, is 
made up of civilian volunteers. To learn 

' more about CAP or training as an air 
crew or ground team member, contact 
the Willow Run' Composite Squadron 
(Mt-260). Call Capt. Dane Hansen, 
deputy commander/recruiter, at (734) 
485-3021 or visit the Web site 
www.members.home,net/capfibera-
tors/. 

Habitat help 
The Western Wayne affiliate of Habitat 
for Humanity is seeking volunteers to 
help with building homes, office duties 
and fund-raising. No experience neces-

' sary. Training will b£ provided. For 
information, call (734) 459-7744. 

Veteran's Haven 
Veteran's Haven operates a car, boat, 
camper and real estate-donation pro­
gram. Donations are tax-deductible. For 
information, call (734) 728-0527. Food 
is distributed to veterans once a 
month throughout the month and 
there is a supplemental food program 
9 a.m. to noon Wednesdays. The 
Veteran Haven's Outreach Center 4924 
S. Wayne Road two blocks south of 
Annapdfis in Wayne. Any honorably dis 
charged Veteran that is in need or 
homeless and wants a better quality of 

• life can caii (734) 728-0527. 
Pet-A-Pet 

The Pet-A-Pet animal visitation pro-
.gram provides pet therapy with the 
help of volunteers. Pets should be 
friendly, well-behaved and must have 
current vaccinations. There is a $5 
membership fee. Volunteer opportuni­
ties are available at Hope Nursing Care 
Center, 6:30p.m..the third Tuesday of 
the month (Marie Johnson, (734) 326-
1200), and Marquette House, 10:30 a.m. 
the second Wednesday of the month 
(Lorna Johnson; (734) 425-1681). There 
are also openings at Garden City 
Hospital, 3 p.m. the fourth Thursday of 
thejnonth (Stacy Suida, (734) 458-
4392). 

Zonta Club 
The Zonta Cluo of Northwest Wayne 
County, a service club to advance the 
status of woftien, meets every month 
on the fourth Monday at the Holiday 
Inn, Livonia; For more information, call 
Pat Harris at (734) 420-2920 

Franklin PT$A. 
The Franklin High School PTSA is seek­
ing members. Membership is open to 
those who care about the schools and 
'the community. Members need not 
have a student in the school. Price is 
$3 for students, $5 for adults. Checks .. 
should be made payable to Franklin 
PTSA and sent to 31000 Joy, Livonia Ml 
48150. 

http://wwwJiometoumtife.com
mailto:son@oe.homecomm.net
http://HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
mailto:fcibor@hometownlife.com
mailto:cwhite@hometownlife.com
mailto:hgallagher@hometownlife.com
mailto:smason@hometowniife.com
http://wwwJofnetownlife.com/oereprints
http://www.ci.westland.mi.us
http://www.mihometown.com/oe/Plymouth
http://www.members.home,net/capfibera-


www.hometownUfie.com LOCAL NEWS Observer S Eccentric \ Thursday, November 17,2005 (W) 

JUNIOR MISS 
FROM PAGE A1 

as their poise are another 15 per­
cent each. 

According to Hermatz, girls , 
will sing, play musical instru­
ments, dance, and do poetry 
readings as part of the talent 
competition. 

Following dinner provided by 
local businesses like Marvaso's 
Italian Grille, Red Lobster, 
Norm's Market, Marquis Food 
Service and Meijer, and a pep talk 
from Stephanie Orvis, the 2003 
Westland Junior Miss, they start­
ed rehearsing the dance, physical 
fitness and evening gown rou­
tines that will be a part of 
Saturday's program. 

"Relax and have fan, have the 
best time of your lives," Orvis said. 
"It's a really fun opportunity. I see 
people on campus (at Central 
Michigan University) that did 
Wayne-Westland Junior Miss 
with me, and I see people on 
campus who did state with me." 

For the group, Sunday's long 
day was just a start of the grand 
finale. Friday evening there will 
be a dress rehearsal at the 
Stockmeyer Auditorium, an 
appearance in the Wayne holiday 
parade Saturday morning and 
more preparations before the 
6:30 p.m. start of the program. 

Giving up their titles Saturday 
evening will be Lauren Perry, 
2005 Wayne-Westland Junior 
Miss, and Emily Brennan, 2005 
Westland Junior Miss. 

SCHOLARSHIP MONEY 
While two contestants will win 

the Junior Miss bragging rights, 
there's even more to the program 

tk - $20,000 in scholarship money 
': that will be given out locally this 

' year. That's up from last year's 
$18,350. 

Hermatz has been building the 
:• program since becoming co-chair 

with her husband, Dennis, 11 
years ago. Under their leadership, 
the program has grown and the 
amount of scholarship money 
given out has increased each year. 
Four Wayne-Westland Junior 
Misses also have gone on to win 
the state title and advanced to the 
national program. 

So committed to the program, 
> Hermatz was prepared to rename 

the program to the Wayne-
Westland Young Woman of the 
Year this year when, in April, it 
appeared that the national Junior 
Miss program was going to fold. 

The national had lost several of 
its major sponsors - Coca-Cola, 

The 2006 
contestants 
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Tyson Foods, Seaworld and Busch 
Gardens - but a piece about 
Junior Miss on ABC's Nightline 
in August brought in new spon­
sors. 

"They realized it was too good 
of a program to let fall through 
the cracks," said Hermatz. 

She kept the Wayne-Westland 
program going, even when the 
state program said it was folding 
and the four other local programs 
were pulling out. As a result, 
Wayne-Westland is the only cur­
rent local Junior Miss program in 
the state. 

"I guess it was too long of a gap 
between April and August for the 
other locals to get it together," 
said Hermatz. "I decided I was 
doing it even if I had to change 
the name because my goal is to 
give out as much scholarship 
money as I can to girls." 

The Wayne-Westland Junior Miss 
Program will be a 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 19, at Wayne Memorial High School's 
Stockmeyer Auditorium on Glenwood 
east of Wayne Road. 

smasondhometownlife.com | (734) 953-2112 

VETERANS 
FROM PAGE A1 

"I almost started crying 
when the kids got to singing," 
added Sean Howell, who had 
served as a radioman second 
class in the U.S. Navy. 

DEFENDING FREEDOM 
Reading Recovery teacher 

Belinda Edwards and fourth-
grade teacher Laura 
Williams put together the 
program to stress the impor­
tance of freedom and the 
need to defend it. 

They sent home stars for 
children to fill in with the 
names of relatives who had 
served in the military as well 
as forms asking if they could 
attend the assembly. 

"In this community, par­
ents are involved in educa­
tion and when you send 
home something, they will 
do whatever it takes to help 
students learn," said 
Edwards. "These kids will 

, know about veterans." 
Close to 20 parents, grand­

parents, godparents and 
uncles responded and sat in 
front of the student body for 
the program. They repre­
sented most of the branches 
of the military - Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marines - as 
well as the National Guard 
and Reserves. Some wore 
their uniforms, some didn't. 
Michael Matthis couldn't 
wear his Army uniform, but 
brought it anyway. 

"It was very good," Matthis 
said of the program. "It 
instilled the values of history 
and loyalty. Freedom isn't 
something you take for 
granted. You have to get up 
and get involved. You have to 
live and die for it." 

Matthis was invited by his 
godchildren, Jessica and 
Kourtney Tattum, who asked 
their Uncle Mike to wear his 
uniform for the program. 

"I told them I can't wear it 
anymore, so they told me to 
just bring it," said Matthis, 
holding his Army uniform in 
one hand and a rose and cer­
tificate in the other. "Then 
they wanted to know why I 
couldn't wear it." 

David Wood did wear his 
uniform, but admitted he 
had to have it let out a bit. 
Wood served in the Navy 

MGM Grand Resorts Development 

Outreach Meeting 
Learn About Latest Project Development And Opportunities 
For Minority, Women, Small And Detroit-Based Businesses 

Monday, November 21, 2005, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
300 River Place 

Stroh Employee Lounge 
Detroit, Michigan 

MGM Grand Detroit Permanent 
Casino and Hotel 
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The volume went up as students joined fifth-graders in singing Lee Greenwood's God Bless the U.S.A. to close the 
veterans program. * 

Reading Recovery teacher 
Belinda Edwards and 
fourth-grade teacher Laura 
Williams put together the 
program to stress the 
importance of freedom and 
the need to defend it. 

during the Vietnam War as a 
airman aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS Oriskany. 

"I'm the glad the kids are 
involved the way they are," he 
said. "It shows they know 
what veterans have done." 

Students sang songs like 
Lee Greenwood's God Bless 
the U.S.A. and The Great 
Defenders, read the presiden­
tial proclamation for 
Veterans Day, recited poetry 
like How Great Our Flag and 
pointed out the fine points of 
emblem of the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

And while their flag folds 
weren't quite as precise as 
done by members of burial 
details, they did explain what 
each and every fold meant, 
even what the final triangu­
lar shape meant. 

"After the flag is complete­
ly folded and tucked in, it 
takes on the appearance of a 
cocked hat, ever reminding 
us of the soldiers who served 
under General George 

Washington and the sailors 
and Marines who served 
under Captain John Paul 
Jones who were followed by 
their comrades and ship­
mates in the Armed Forces of 
the United States, preserving 
for us the rights, privileges, 
and freedoms we enjoy 
today," the students told the 
audience. 

FAMILY THANKS 
The guests listened as first-

graders read special mes­
sages to their own veterans, 
messages like "Thank you, 
grandpa, for serving in the 
Army during World War II," 
"Thank you, Papa, for serv­
ing in Vietnam," and "Thank 
you, Uncle Timmy, for serv­
ing in the Army in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom." 

"I wouldn't have traded 
this for the world," said 
Howell, who has three sons 
who attend P.D. Graham. 

Edwards was impressed 
with the response from par­
ents. She had expected a few 
parents to attend, but as the 
day approached, more were 
able to commit to attend. 

"We had a wonderful 
response," she said. "The 
children, parents, everyone 
wanted to be involved ... even 
the first-graders saying than 
you." 

The intent was to honor 
the veterans, Wyroba'felt it 
was for the veterans who 
have since passed. 
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P.D. Graham Elementary first-
grader Justin Brown says the 
pledge with his classmates during 
at the veterans program Monday. 

"This is for those guys whov, 
didn't come back," said ,! \ 
Wyroba who during his time 
in the Marines served on the.: -
burial detail at Arlington 
National Cemetery. "We did. 
the job and came back. They 
didn't. That's why we're here 
today." 
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staged 
Livonia's Creative and Performing Arts program will present Beauty and the Beast at 7:30 p.m. today through 
Saturday, Nov. 17-19, at Churchill High School. Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for students/seniors. They may be 
purchased online at www.starringcapa.com. Shown during a rehearsal are Belle (Sarah Walls) and Beast (Vinnie 
Roberts). 

HURON VALLEY HIGH HONOR ROLL 

Earning highest honors for the first quarter at 
Huron Valley Lutheran High School in 
Westland were; 

ffl Ninth graders Cheyanne Curry-Hendrix 
and Kayla Stockdale, both of Westland. 

M 10th graders Colin Beerbower of Livonia, 
Lauren Adlof of Plymouth and Emily Helwig of 
Livonia. 

88-11th graders Tod Bartholomew of Westland, 
Amanda Grtienewald of Livonia and Erin 
Henkel of Livonia. 

H,12th graders Lindsey Pyle, Michael Nocella, 
Brittany Hickman, all of Monroe, Jacob Ficken 
of Westland, Erik Gruenewald of Livonia and 
Jeremy Freimark. 

Receiving honors were: 

Samantha Barber of Westland,-Kyle Tacia of 
Plymouth, Abby Hoff of Livonia, Lindsay 
Bushong of Livonia, Eric Schaffer of Westland, 
Aaron Howell of Westland, Katie Markham of 
Westland, Crystina Gutierriez of Livonia, 

Lauren Lovell of Plymouth and Marrissa Stalker 
of Westland. 

Grade 10 
Katie Kipfmiller of Flat Rock, Catherine St. 

John of Livonia, Robert Russ of Livonia, Brandy 
Nocella of Monroe, Lauren LaManna of 
Plymouth, Kathryn Strauch of Livonia and Ryan 
Jones of Livonia, 

Grade 11 
Scott Hoff of Livonia, Eryn Van Patten of 

Howell, Kurt Metzger of Livonia, Melissa 
Bergemann of Livonia, Brandon Rader of 
Detroit and Emily Beerbower of Livonia. 

Grade 12 
Brad Schmidt and Matthew Frisco, both of 

Livonia, Zachary Mousseau of Milford, John 
Sharrow and Vincent Pelligrino, both of Livonia, 
Adam Kipfmiller of Flat Rock, Renee Wendland 
of Plymouth, Scott Ross of Livonia, David Block 
of Westland and Carmen Gutierriez of Livonia. 

Seminar offers help for survivors 
on their journey through grief 

Arlene 
Funke 

I t's trite but true: Life is a 
1 journey, and grief is part of 
1 the baggage. 

Anyone who lives long 
enough will suffer the pain of 
losing a loved one. 

My turn came a little over 
two years ago, when my hus­
band Doug collapsed and died 
of a heart attack during Mass 
at St. Hilary Church in 
Redford. 

For many months, grief 
engulfed me like raging flood-

waters. Mostly, 
it was like 
being smoth­
ered in a thick 
fog^I cried 
every day. My 
emotions 
ranged from 
self-pity to 
anxiety. I mar-
veledthatthe 
sun could 
shine beauti­

fully while I was so lonely. 

Organizations such as hos­
pice or funeral homes often 
hold grief seminars in 
November, because the holiday 
season can be difficult. Today, I 
write about a workshop that 
will be held on Saturday, Nov. 
19. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Livonia is sponsor­
ing a free seminar from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. entitled From Grief 
to New Hope. The church is 
located at 39020 Five Mile 
Road, between Newburgh and 
Haggerty. I've been asked to be 
a discussion leader. 

"I think it's going to serve a 
lot of people who are recently 
grieving, and people who 
haven't worked through their 
grief" said Marilyn Grable of 
Redford, a member of the 
church and one of the work­
shop organizers. 

The seminar is free, but 
there is a $10 donation for 
lunch. Depending on who 
attends, people will have the 
opportunity to spend time 
talking with others who experi­
enced a similar loss, such as 

For many months, grief 
engulfed me like raging 
floodwaters. Mostly, it was 
like being smothered in a 
thick fog. I cried every day. 
My emotions ranged from 
self-pity to anxiety. I 
marveled that the sun could 
shine beautifully while I was 
so lonely. 

death of a spouse, child, par­
ent, sibling or another signifi­
cant person. The seminar is for 
adults. 

"I'm going to address the 
holiday issue," said Cathy 
Clough, director of New Hope 
Center for Grief Support, a 
Northville-based, non-profit 
organization which is present­
ing the workshop. "A lot of 
(grieving) people just want to 
run away. Grief is ajourney." 

New Hope Center is a 
Christian-based bereavement 
outreach center which provides 
grief support services through 
groups, individual support, 
seminars and other resources. 
For information or to register 
for the seminar, call Holy 
Trinity at (734) 464-0211 or 
Marilyn Grable at (313) 537-
5519-

Ken Caeti of Livonia, for­
merly of Redford, was wid­
owed in 2000 and is now 
remarried. 'Tour family and 
friends, your church - they 
help a great deal," he said. "It's 
an added benefit to be in a 
grief support group." 

Cathy Clough of Plymouth 
has been a bereavement coun­
selor for many years. She was 
widowed 22 years ago and 
remarried five years afterward. 
She believes that talking with 
people who are similar in age 
and circumstance is a key ele­
ment of healing. 

"That is how people work 
through their grief," she said. 

Marilyn Grable and I have 
been friends for many years. 
We have laughed, cried and 
shared life's up and downs. My 
friend is no stranger to 
bereavement. 

In 1986, her father, 81-year-
old retired Lutheran bishop 
Frank Madsen, was murdered 
in his Southfield apartment. 
The crime went unsolved for 
six months. 

"My daughter said, 'I 
thought I would never see my 
mother smile again,'" Marilyn 
told me. 

Grief remained fresh 
through the lengthy legal pro­
ceedings. The perpetrator, a 
woman, had a prior prison 
record. She was convicted of 
first-degree murder and sent to 
prison. 

After several years, her con­
viction was overturned on a 
technicality and she was grant­
ed a new trial. She pleaded 
guilty to second-degree mur­
der, making her eligible for 
parole. 

This past summer, Marilyn 
and her family appeared before 
the parole board, urging that 
the woman be kept in prison. 

"The wound kept re-open­
ing," Marilyn said. "Time does 
help. You can resume your life." 

> Ken Caeti and his wife, 
Anita, have made a fresh start. 
Ken was married for eight 
years before his wife died. 
Anita, a nurse, was widowed 
after 22 years of marriage. The 
two married last year. Ken is 
43, Anita, 45. 

It's often a challenge for 
younger widowed people to 
find a support group, Ken said. 
Ken said. Most widowed peo­
ple tend to be older. . 

"Grief occurs, regardless of 
how old you are, and how long 
you have been married," said 
Ken, a sales account manager. 

As for me - how am I doing 
these days? I took the journey. 
It was tough, but today I'm 
stronger. Life is sweet again. 

• A . •• 

* E F F I C I E N T . R E L E . D U R A 

DESIGN 
CONSULTATION 

YEAR 
LIMITED PARTS 

WARRANTY WITH 
QUALIFYING 
EQUIPMENT 

L E 

'4. :^ 
' • \ 

* 

• i-t. J. i ' * - i * ^ 

B i l l DUAL-FUEL SYSTEMS BY I R A N I , 

GET BOTH It's Hard Tb Stop A Tranel 

&L. 

TRANE 
It's Hard Tb StopAThmel 

A dual-fuel system is a gas furnace paired with a heat pump, designed to provide maximum^ 
efficiency and enable homeowners to heat and cool their homes for the lowest possible cost. 
Dual-fuel systems use the gas furnace when .temperatures are low, and the heat pump whgrf^ 
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Call one of these local Independent Trane Dealers Today! 
\AJe Service all makes and models. Call for a complimentary home evaluation. 
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Heinanen Engineering, Inc 
2761 1 Schoolcraft Rd. 

Livonia, Ml 48150 
(734)422-1600 

Slasor Heating & Cooling, 
33504 Five Mile Road 

Livonia, Ml 48154 
(734) 266-5475 
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These days, Gary and Sandy 
Milis are simply happy to be 
back in their Livonia home. 

The couple was trapped in 
Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula for 
six days during Hurricane 
Wilma. The storm's treacher­
ous aftermath left the Livonia 
couple in perilous situations 
where they didn't know if they 
would escape safely. 

"I have a new appreciation 
for the people of New Orleans," 
Gary Milis said. "I saw the ter­
ror, horror and the terrible 
conditions that can occur after 
a hurricane." 

The couple, who have lived 
in Livonia for all of their 28-
year marriage, operate a travel 
agency, Joyful Journey Travel. . 
They left Michigan on Oct. 19 
for Cancun to attend a confer­
ence where travel agents can 
ii. vpect hotels and resorts to 
make recommendations to, 
clients. 

When they left Detroit that 
Wednesday, Wilma was a trop­
ical storm and its whereabouts 
were not certain. When they 
arrived in Cancun, Wilma 
developed into a hurricane 
that took aim on the resort 
region on the eastern side of 
the peninsula. 

"It changed so quickly and 
no one gave us any warning to 
stay away," Sandy Milis said. 

After arriving at the Hyatt 
Regency hotel, the couple had 
just unpacked their luggage 
when they learned the confer­
ence was canceled and evacua­
tions were ordered. 

"We tried to get a flight out 
of there, but all the flights but 
of town were full," she said. 
"We were stuck." 

They took a taxi to Hotel 
Kokai, a steel and concrete 
reinforced hotel further from 
the coast. This was one of the 
recommended evacuation 
areas and the Milises were for-

As the eye of Hurricane Wilma passes over, Sandy and Gary Milis step outside 
for a photo at their hotel in Cancun, Mexico. 

tunate enough to secure a 
room. 

On Thursday, there were 
some peeks of sunshine 
through the clouds which 
enabled the Milises to pur­
chase groceries, candles and 
bottled water. As the winds 
strengthened that afternoon, 
they took shelter inside the 
hotel where they befriended an 
international collection of 
tourists, including Israelis, 
Brits and Italians. 

"We made some new friends 
because all we could do was sit 
there and talk," Sandy Milis 
said. 

Conditions intensified early 
Friday morning as 150-mph 
winds ripped bark from trees. 
Electricity was knocked out 
and torrential rains seeped 
through windows and puddled 
on the hotel's marble floors. 
Hotel guests used squeegees 
and towels to move the water. 

"The wind sounded like you 
were standing behind a jet 
plane with the engine running, 
but the plane never left," Gary 

Milis said. 
The peak of the storm rat­

tled the region for the entire 
day. In one instance, the winds 
fired an unknown projectile 
through a guest room window. 
The shattered glass seriously 
cut a man staying in the room. 
The winds blasted down the 
room's hallway door which also 
knocked down another door 
across the hall. 

A nurse staying in the hotel 
stopped the man's bleeding 
with towels and duct tape. 
When the eye of the storm 
passed, he was taken to a hos­
pital where he needed three 
pints of blood. 

Guests in other rooms start­
ed putting bed frames and 
mattresses over their windows 
to prevent the same situation. 
They had to use pool water to 
flush their toilets since the 
water system was disabled by 
the hurricane. 

That Friday night, the Milis' 
slept in the bathroom: Sandy 
in the tub and Gary on the 
floor. Periodically, they were 
able to take cat naps, but their 
worry and the storm's winds 

s 
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was ripped apart by Hurricane Wilma while Livonians Gary and Sandy Milis took cover 
inside. 

kept the couple up most of the 
night. 

"We didn't sleep much, but 
we did a lot of praying," Sandy 
Milis said. 

The hotel, however, was pre­
pared. A back-up generator 
enabled the staff to prepare 
three meals a day and main­
tain some lights in hallways, 
kitchen and lobby. 

More good news arrived 
with the eye of the storm, an 
eight-hour opening in the hur­
ricane where conditions were 
calm enough that people could 
walk outside and inspect dam­
age. The back of the storm 
brought more wind and rain, 
but they said it wasn't nearly as 
horrifying as the front of the 
storm. 

AFTER THE STORM 
By Sunday morning, the . 

storm passed and took aim at 
Florida, but fears remained in 

Cancun, including concerns 
about riots and looting. The 
Milises were encouraged to 
drive west, across the peninsu­
la to Merida. 

The trip was expected to 
take three hours and entail a 
three-vehicle caravan. It ended 
up taking 11 hours and eight 
people squeezed into a Jeep 
Liberty to complete the final 
leg of the journey. 

Massive floods on the toll 
road between Cancun and 
Merida disabled some vehicles 
— including one large military 
vehicle. At times, the passen­
gers had to get out and push 
their vehicle through chest-
deep waters and desperately 
search for gasoline. The 
Livonia couple had to ditch 
their luggage so they could fit 
into the Jeep Liberty. 

"It was scary," Gary Milis 
said. "We didn't know if we 
were going to be stranded and 

we were stuck in the middle of 
nowhere in Mexico." 

Late Sunday, they finally 
reached Merida, where there * 
were electricity, running water 
and hotel rooms available. 
After two days of rest, relax­
ation and some touring, they 
were finally able to secure a 
flight to Mexico City, then to 
Metro Airport on Wednesday, 
Oct. 26. 

"We were relieved and pretty 
happy to be home safely," 
Sandy Milis said. 

Gary Milis said last week the 
couple was a little anxious 
about receiving their next cell 
phoncTBill with all the calls 
made in Mexico^tejipdate rela-^ 
tives about their whereabouts, -

"Really, I 'don't care about i t -
too mucn^he^aid. "We're just "f 
happy we were ableoto return '•' 
home safely." ' ^ - -
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Recently, Westland adopted the bylaws of the fledgling 
Alliance of Rouge Communities (ARC), which is being 
created from the Assembly of Rouge Communities, that 
formed in 2002 after federal funding to clean up the 
Rouge River started to dry up. 

Since that time, many more have joined, and a total of 
21 of the 38 communities in the Rouge watershed have 
formally become ARC members, according to Wayne 
County Director of Environment Kurt Heise, who said 
the alliance needed only 20 members to be formally cre­
ated. In fact, Heise says all of the watershed communities 
in Wayne County, except Detroi t , will have either 
approved the ARC bylaws or will vote on the matter 
before Thanksgiving. 

Westland officials should be commended for deciding 
to join this alliance. The success of the group will be 
instrumental if we are ever to see the effort to restore the 
Rouge River completed. Since 1992, the federal govern­
ment has spent millions on the Rouge River National Wet 
Weather Demonstra t ion Project. Without question, 
major progress was made. 

Sewage overflows and industrial dumping have nearly 
been eliminated, and dissolved oxygen, which living 
organisms need to survive, has improved dramatically in 
most areas of the Rouge, which drains one of the most 
urban areas in the state. 

A new state law, which was sponsored in the state 
Senate by Bruce Patterson, R-Canton, allowed the forma­
tion of ARC, which is really a public corporation that can 
apply for grants, raise money and hire staff. Heise says 
the new alliance will look at the Rouge River through the 
eyes of an entire watershed, not as 38 individual commu­
nities, as was the case in the past. 

ARC members will be able to pool resources, which can 
reduce local costs and increase the overall effectiveness of 
the group, because the only real way to restore the Rouge is 
to look at it as a single entity. What happens to the Rouge in 
one community, impacts all the communities downstream. 

ARC also will be beneficial in informing the general 
public about Rouge River restoration efforts, and what 
role we all play in the health of the river. ARC will do 
everything from creating public relation packets about 
the river to distributing videos that teach homeowner 
associations how to maintain retention basins. Reaching 
the public is important because, ultimately, the health of 
the Rouge River will come down to the decisions we all 
make on a daily basis, such as whether or not we dump 
oil down a storm drain or overfertiiize our lawns. 

Now that federal money has dried up, the alliance may 
be the only hope the Rouge River has. 

We congratulate Kwame Kilpatrick on his re-election as 
mayor of Detroit. He overcame a troubled first term, 
opposition from' both daily newspapers and an array of 
polls that gave the election to his opponent, Freman 
Hendrix. 

It is now Kilpatrick's challenge to make good on his 
repeated promises to do better in his second term. Detroit 
faces a daunting list of problems that needs immediate 
attention, from a deteriorating infrastructure to an esca­
lating migration of residents from the city to continuing 
problems of unemployment, poverty, crime and addiction. 

None of those problems will be solved in a single four-year 
term, but the mayor is obligated to acknowledge the prob­
lems and make a strong effort toward dealing with them. 

The mayor understands that he needs to reach out to 
the communities that surround Detroit. Those communi­
ties are important to Detroit's future and Detroit's future 
i$ important to those communities. 

At his victory speech Kilpatrick said it best, "I'm going 
to communicate with you because you are going to help 
me solve those problems. We need each other in this city, 
in this region and in this state, more than we ever needed 
each other before." 
; We can no longer continue our de facto apartheid and 

we urge our suburban leaders to join the mayor and begin 
a real dialogue on racial perceptions and real action on 
the inequities that have made metro Detroit a synonym 
for urban decay. 
i We believe that bridging this gap should be a top priori­

ty for both city and suburban leaders, because without this 
cooperation, those other problems will only grow worse. 
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I would like to thank the citizens of 
Westland for giving me another opportu­
nity to serve on the Westland City Council. 

I truly care about the community that 
my family has watched grow from my 
grandfather's small farm in a township of 
8,800 people to the vibrant city of 
88,000 that we have now. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that spent 
many nights at my home stuffing, labeling 
and helping me prepare for my campaign. I 
could not have done it without you. 

Thanks to all the groups, labor unions 
and trade organizations that supported 
my election and a special thanks to the 
Westland Firefighters and the Westland 
Lieutenants and Sergeants Associations 
for going that extra mile on my behalf. 

Thank you to Mayor Sandra Cicirelli, 
not only for her support, but for being 
open and available to my ideas and plans. 

My sincere gratitude goes to council 
President Charles Pickering for introduc­
ing me to leadership training in the 
Jaycees 20 years ago and his continuing 
support on the City Council. 

Michael A. Kehrer 
Westland councilman 

I would like to congratulate Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli and the incumbent can­
didates on their re-election. 

I extend my sincere gratitude and 
thank each individual who supported me 
in my bid for a seat on the Westland City 
Council. I appreciate all the effort — 
those who put out lawn signs, passed out 
literature and, last but most important, 
had faith in my abilities and showed that 
faith by voting for me. 

I have learned being elected to City-
Council requires a broad cross section of 
support in our city and I have come away 
with valuable experience and insight. I 
worked hard, ran a clean campaign and 
adhered to an ethical standard — in the 
political arena that is something to be 
very proud of. I am still in a position to 
help bring about some positive changes 
in various areas and I intend to continue 
to work very hard for this community. 

Once again, thank you for your support.. 
Lori firist 

Westland 

everyone who ran did something I could­
n't do at this time and that's have the 
nerve to run. It's not easy to watch those 
returns and see the numbers climb for the 
opposition and your opinion stand still. 

Judy McKinney 
Westland 

Do more for our environment 
This Tuesday, Nov. 15, marked the 

ninth annual celebration of America 
Recycles Day, a nationwide awareness 
event that encourages people to recycle 
and buy recycled products. 

We are truly blessed to call the Great 
Lakes State of Michigan our home. 
Together we must work to preserve the 
man)' natural resources it boasts. 
Recycling helps protect our resources, 
environment and quality of life. 

Whether starting the first recycling 
center in Livonia, or helping to establish 
one of the first ecology commissions in 
Michigan back in the early 1970s, the 
passion I developed for our environment 
as a young woman stays with me today. 

While lawmakers continue to address 
issues such as the importation of foreign 
waste and out-of-state trash and invasive 
species invading our Great Lakes, every 
single Michigan resident must do his or 
her part to help protect our state's envi­
ronment. Michigan unfortunately has 
one of the worst recycling rates in the 
nation. This November, and throughout 
the year, I urge my fellow residents to do 
their part to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

There is more to recycling than putting 
your newspaper, glass, plastics and met­
als out on the curb each week or drop­
ping them off at the local recycling cen­
ter. Look for recycled content in the 
products you buy. Recycled items are 
high-quality, proven products that per­
form as well as their non-recycled coun­
terparts. By using recycled materials, the 
manufacturers of recycled products cre­
ate less pollution and use less energy. 

I encourage everyone to learn more by 
logging onto www.americarecyclesday.org 
or by contacting my office at (517) 373-
1707 to obtain a free copy of A Citizen's 
Guide to Michigan's Natural Resources 
and Environment. 

This is our earth, bur country and our 
Michigan. Let's do all we can to protect it 
for generations to come. 

State Sen. Laura M. Toy 
6th District 

Well, the elections are over and once 
again it's shameful. In this country where 
the right to vote is sacred, so many of us 
neglect to vote. I know there's many rea­
sons, but there really is no excuse. It 
should never be less then 80 percent, yet 
I know most if not all the cities in this 
area never hit anywhere near 50 percent 
even in a presidential election. 

For this reason, how can anyone feel 
that it was a victory or loss? In Westland, 
less then 20 percent voted. How pitiful. 
If you didn't vote, don't complain. And 
that includes when I or others speak out 
at the council meetings. 

If it weren't for the citizens who do 
take the time (and I do realize that many, 
many people can't) to speak, we would be 
less informed when we vote. 

In my opinion, there were no losers, for 

Thank you, vets 
To all the men and women in the armed 

forces, I want to take the time to thank 
you for all that you do for me and our 
country, the sacrifices you make so we all 
may live freely and have the choice to 
make decisions by being able to vote. 
Because of you we are able to live in a free 
country, the greatest in the world, because 
of the brilliant men and women like you! 

You veterans risk your lives everyday 
so I can grow up feeling safe, without 
terrorism. My thoughts and prayers are 
with all of you. I hope you will come 
home safe to your family very soon! 

Tara Dubois 
eighth-grader, Hilbert Middle School 

Redford 

Distr ic t leaders are capable 
My wife and I attended the informational 

meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 1, at Franklin f r ig l* 
School. Although our children are past the 
age where they will be affected by tile Lejax^y 
Initiative, we attended because we are m e m ­
bers of this community, and we wish to 
remain informed on, and to be a part of liiis 
important decision making process. 

I am a 1974 graduate of Churchill Higb. 
School, my wife the class of'76. We grew u p 
in the Boulevard Gardens subdivision in 
Westland and are presently homeowners i n 
that same sub. This sub was once part of 
the former Nankin Mills School District 

As I was growing up, I attended a t c ta l 
of five schools. K-3 at Perrinville, 4-6 £ 
Nankin Mills Elementary, 7th at Nanlsra 
Mills Junior High, eighth at Whitman 
Junior High and 9-12 at Churchill, all 
while living in the same house. All of ii& 
moving around from school to school 
was due to a growing enrollment, whid 
peaked at 38,000 plus students. 

Moving around like that was very disnp— 
tive to the students and families involved 
and my friends and I didn't always stay 
together, but we made it through. This pro­
posal, if implemented, will assure that tilt 
students stay together, K-12. 

I have a niece who is a 2003 honors grad­
uate of Franklin, attending MSU on a full 
scholarship, in the medical program. She 
was an AP student all her life, and chose 
Franklin over Churchill to be with her 
friends during her high school years. 
Children don't really care where their schd t 
is located, they want to be with their friend 

The problems facing LPS today are exae 
ly 180 degrees from the problems faced in 
the '70s, but today, just as before, LPS is tal 
ing a proactive approach to the situation. 
They are attempting to make the best dec! 
sions they can, working to maximize the uî  
of the resources at hand, while keeping the 
welfare of the students at the forefront 

The members of the LPS cornmunily arf 
very fortunate to have such a very capable 
and dedicated group of people nuining oui 
schools, and taking on such a dynamic proj 
ect, which is why most of us bought our 
homes in the LPS community to begin wit! 

I commend the members of the 
Demographics Committee, and trust 
they will make the best recommenda­
tions for the community as a whole. 

Dan Mefocb 
Westlani 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for ciarity, space an* 
content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Westland Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
smason@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 

"I was at the point where I knew he was guilty, but I wanted to know why. I worded the letters in a way that I could get 
some subliminal information from hint." 
- Author Robyn Stockweil, about writing letters to convicted serial killer John Norman Collins 

http://www.hometownl$fe.*;otn
http://www.americarecyclesday.org
mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
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ace kids 

Richard 
Aginian 

1%e elections are over and either your candi­
date or proposal won or lost, but whatever 
the outcome, "It is what it is" and it's time to 

move on. 
You can perform various analyses as to what 

happened and why, who voted and who did not, 
what was the issue that tipped the voters to one 
candidate or another or why they voted for the 
proposal vs. against, but at the end of the day the 
election is over and the voters have spoken. All 
the analysis does is allow the defeated and the 
consultants to figure out what they have to do 
differently next time to win. 

Now it's time to govern. It's time for all the 
election promises to come to roost. Yes, all the 
• campaign rhetoric, promises, 
j plans, etc must now be fulfilled. 
! If past practice is any indication, 

the winners will ignore all the 
promises made. But in today's 
economic environment, it's 
important for the citizenry and 
this newspaper to hold those who 
made the election promises 
accountable. It's too important 
not to. 

Let's look at two of our com­
munities, Birmingham and Livonia. In 
Birmingham, there is a newcomer to the City 
Commission and a former commissioner elected 
to the Library Board; in Livonia, a proposal to 
stop funding SMART was passed. 

NEW IN BIRMINGHAM 

Stuart Sherman is the newcomer to the 
Birmingham City Commission and now, as they 
say, "it's showtime." What and how will he do? 
Will he align himself with the majority that has 
moved Birmingham forward, erasing in some 
people's minds the nastiness of prior commis­
sions and eliminating some of the unnecessary 
obstacles to allow for reasonable development or 
will he take us back to the past? 

There are significant issues that need to be 
addressed in a thoughtful and proper fashion. We 
have been talking and studying them for a signifi­
cant amount of time. It's now time for action. 
What is the plan for Shain Park? Many plans 
have been advanced, but let's get on with it. 
Solidify around a comprehensive plan, bring in 
the affected institutions and get it done. The 
Barnum facility land is in the same situation. 
Let's bring a plan forward that we can all 
embrace and move forward. Both of these proj­
ects suffer from what I and others call "paralysis 
by analysis." 

There are other issues facing the commission 
as well. I don't always agree with Clinton Bailer, 
the unsuccessful commission candidate, but he 
raised issues in the campaign that the commis­
sion should and must deal with. 

important for the citizenry and this 
newspaper to hold those who made the 
election promises accountable. It's too 

The Library Board is a different story. In a 
campaign marked by alleged smears and half-
truths, former Birmingham City Commissioner 
Seth Chafetz unseated incumbent Jan Bird. The 
onus is now on Chafetz to govern and rule with 
reason. Will he return to his days when he was on 
the city commission and nastiness and disrespect 
for the citizens appeared to be the norm? 

Chafetz made campaign promises about pru­
dent fiscal management, purchasing and the bid­
ding process for contracts. Can he bring his 
expertise in a constructive manner to the Library 
Board or will the campaign rhetoric carry over? I 
hope it is the former vs. the latter. 

LIVONIA OPTS OUT 

Livonians voted to eliminate funding for 
SMART, the Suburban Mobility Authority for 
Regional Transportation. The withdrawal doesn't 
begin until the latter half of 2006, so Livonia offi­
cials have time to establish an alternative system. 
Campaign promises made to create an alternative 
system for Livonia now must become reality. 
Sometimes what you wish for is what you get and 
then reality sets in; what do I do now? The reality 
is here and time is running, so Livonia has to 
have a system in place by late next year. 

This does raise the necessity on the larger scale 
of a regional transportation system. Light rail has 
been talked about and there is funding in. place 
for a study linking Detroit and Ann Arbor along 
1-94, but I believe that's not the right place to 
start. 

Kwame Kilpatrick, in his winning acceptance 
speech after his come-from-behind victory in the 
Detroit mayoral race, held out an olive branch to 
the region, especially after he bashed the suburbs 
with his drug use comments during the cam­
paign. Let's take him at his word and convene 
Mayor Kilpatrick, executives Brooks Patterson of 
Oakland County and Bob Ficano of Wayne 
County and a representative from Macomb 
County to start working on a regional transporta­
tion system. The area needs a fiscally sound and' 
well-functioning regional transportation system. 
It's never too late to start. 

The election is over, so let's move on to govern. 
Your constituency needs it and demands it. 

Richard Aginian is president and publisher of the Observer 
5 Eccentric Newspapers. He welcomes your comments via e-
mail at raginian@hometownlife.com. 

Emenck 

t's unlikely more than a few readers will 
* recall the movie The Gods Must Be Crazy, 

which was released in 1980. 
The plot revolves around a nomadic tribe 

of people from Africa, of which one member 
one dav finds an empty Coca-Cola bottle and 
has no idea of its meaning or significance. He 
takes it back to his people, who surmise it 
must be a gift from the gods, but mayhem 
soon ensues. 

Its a classic tale of the clash between 
ancient ways and modern technology — and 

it would be completely unbe­
lievable today. 

The trademark Coke sym­
bol is probably the most-rec­
ognized advertising image 
around the world. There's not 
a continent, a country, a town 
or even a hamlet where the 
familiar red-and-white letter­
ing and distinctive can design 
would not be instantly identi­
fied. Show it anywhere, to 

anyone, m the world and the viewer would 
immediately make the connection to the 
ubiquitous soda. 

Of course, that kind of brand recognition 
doesn t come without a price. The Atlanta-
based company has spent untold billions of 
dollars over the years on advertising in every 
medium available — print, broadcast, bill-
boaids even song... who could forget I'd Like 
To leach The World To Sing? 

But a more accurate description of modern 
societv s approach to marketing would be I'd 
Like To Teach The World To Spend. 

Oui culture places an artificial value on 
jouth, m particular the unreasonable visage 
of nubile, sexually attractive teens. Why the 
fixation on all things young and beautiful? 
Because marketers want to sell you their 
pioducts, and there is no more pliable audi­
ence than impressionable children. 

Now, advertising is hardly a recent phe­
nomenon. The first known ads appeared in 
English print magazines in the 1600s. The 
ad\ ent of radio, followed quickly by television 
and now the Internet, spawned new methods 
for companies to hawk their wares virtually 
non stop. 

But its only in the past decade or so that 
children have become the target of more and 
more advertisements. Turned on the TV on a 
Saturday morning lately? It's difficult to dis­
cern when the "shows" end and the "commer­
cials begin. 

Ever> animated movie worth its salt comes 
complete with an accompanying ad cam­

paign for action figures, clothing and kids' 
meals available at the fast-food emporium of 
your choice. \ 

Ask any ad exec the reason for this and the^ 
answer will come quickly: Children are the '**• 
one demographic that isn't set in its ways. If 
firms can snare kids at an early age, chances 
are brand loyalty will remain for life. i*. 

In and of itself, that's not necessarily a bad*1; 
thing. But what is disturbing is that our *-* 
young people are being damn near brain­
washed into thinking they "need" products 
and services that are luxuries at best and use­
less at worst. 

An example? Look into the bathroom of ' 
any house that has a teen-age girl. Odds are ! -
you will find countless bottles of shampoo, 
conditioner, moisturizer, lotion and fra­
grance,-undoubtedly in several "flavors" or ;' 
"scents." To what end? The eternal quest for :• 
beauty (and, by twisted reasoning, popular!- •" 
ty). >i 

Look at it another way. A few years back, 
when my children were young enough to be 
immune to such clatter (or so I thought), my., 
daughter told me in the checkout line at the 
grocery store that I was buying the wrong 
chewing gum. 

"What?" 
"That one there, it has the longest-lasting 

flavor," she said proudly. 
The pressure to turn kids into consumers is 

increasing by the minute, as companies com­
pete with one another to make themselves 
the latest darling to a generation, convincing 
them that fame, fortune and happiness are 
attainable with the right clothes, the right 
makeup, the right gadgets. 

Unfortunately, any right-minded person 
can see through the fallacy. But kids don't 
have the wisdom of age or experience to 
know any better. 

I'll leave you with an interesting quote I '^ 
found on the Internet the other day: ' i J 

"Advertising is an essential factor in modern ; •" 
business methods, and to advertise wisely the-* 
business man must understand the workings 
of the minds of his customers, and must , • 
know how to influence them effectively — he ' 
must know how to apply psychology to adver­
tising." 

Those words were from an essay by Walter * 
D. Scott, first published in The Atlantic 
Monthly — in 1904. 

The more things change ... 

Bill Emerick is a copy editor for the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers. You can contact him at bemer- ; 
ick@oe.homecomm.net. 
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NOW T H R O U G H SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 ! 

8 out of 10 of your friends 

are wearing the wrong bra 

size...are you? Call your 

local JCPenney store today 

to schedule an appointment 

with our professionaily 

trained Certified Bra Fit 

Specialists to help you find 

your perfect fit solution. 

One freo in store, one 
S3 postage and handling foi 

SAVE TODAY1 

afe-
Buy too bras and rerrive one free at res 
garment. Bonus garmp it iiws* be of ecu. 
Sea store for deiails 

k <*&** 

Mowing. Weeding. Shoveling. 
If you wanted to work that hard, 
you wouldn't have retired. 

Independent Living apartments at Oakwood Common offer a warm, 

friendiy community environment. Perfect for healthy, active retired 

people who no longer want to be bothered with day-to-day chores 

like mowing the lawn, shoveling the driveway or cleaning the gutters. 

Located on 29 beautiful acres, complete with nature trails and scenic 

views. Just moments away from shopping, churches and entertainment. 

Interested? To find out more, call 800.642.4663. 

independent Living at Oakwood Common 
Designed Around You* 

16351 Rotunda Drive, Dearborn, Ml 48120 
www.oakwood.org 

PDFOE0830B448 

Subscribe to the Observer — call (866) 88-PAPER 
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mailto:ick@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.oakwood.org
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Fieger, Cox showdown far from over MADONNA REGISTRATION 

7 

BY PAT MURPHY 
STAFF WRITER 

The dispute between 
Geoffrey Fieger and Attorney 
General Mike Cox may well 
shift to the Michigan 
Attorney Grievance 
Commission, the agency that 
investigates complaints 

against 
lawyers. 

But the com­
mission will 

^ * *»l\ I not comment 
on complaints 
of misconduct 
by Fieger or 
Cox for 

: Cox months — if 
then — the 

deputy admin­
istrator said 
Wednesday. 

"I saw the 
(televised) 
press confer­
ences," Robert 
E. Edick, the 

Fieger grievance 
commission's 

second-in-command, said. 
But the commission has 
strict rules that preclude 
public comments or state­
ments about cases that might 
be under review, he said. 

"I can't even acknowledge 
any grievances have been 
filed," Edick said. "It makes 
us (at the commission) look 
stupid. But that's the way it 
is." 

Fieger and Oakland County 
Prosecutor David Gorcyca both 
invoked the attorney grievance 
commission Tuesday in sepa­
rate press conferences pertain­
ing to allegations Fieger, 
through associate Lee O'Brien, 
,was trying to blackmail the 
attorney general. 
, The press conferences were 
the latest developments in a 
bizarre case in which Fieger 
is accused of threatening to 
reveal Cox had an extramari­
tal affair, something that 
would threaten his political 
career. In exchange, Fieger 
allegedly wanted the attor­
ney general to discontinue 
looking into complaints 
JFleger had not reported con­
tributions to the campaign to 
defeat a supreme court judge 
running for re-election. 

Gorcyca, whose office inves­
tigated the attorney general's 
complaint, said he is confident 
Fieger and O'Brien conspired 
to blackmail Cox. But investi­
gators had not turned up the 
evidence needed to file crimi-
.hal charges, Gorcyca said. 
-•: "I am duty-bound to submit 
the evidence (collected by sher­
iff's investigators) to the 
Attorney Grievance 
Commission," Gorcyca said. 
"The commission is less con­
strained by rules of evidence," 
he said. 

At his own press conference 
hours later, Fieger immediately 
complimented Gorcyca for not 
bowing to pressure from the 
attorney general and filing 
criminal charges. 

But he chastised Cox for 
making what he said were false 
accusations. "Not a word of 
what Mr. Cox told you (the 
inedia and the prosecutor) last 
week was true; Not a word" 
said Fieger. 

Fieger said he had author­
ized filing a complaint against 
Cox with the Michigan 
Attorney Grievance 
Commission as well as the U.S. 
Attorney detailing "his (Cox's) 

. illegal and unethical conduct." 
s- Fieger, who last month said 
he would seek the Democratic 
nomination for attorney gener­
al in 2006, called upon Cox to 
resign. 

rT I forgive you for making 
ISlse accusations against me," 
Fieger said. "But you have 
repeatedly shown yourself to 
be unworthy of being invested 
with public trust" he said, "and 
for that, you must resign." 

The grievance commission's 
deputy said this is a very high-
profile case with more public 
interest — and potential 
impact — than most of the 
4,000 complaints against 
attorneys the agency typically 
gets in a year. 

Most of those cases-are 
resolved quietly, Edick said. 
But about 10 percent result in 
some kind of admonishment or 
sanctions. "It all depends on 
the individual case," he said, 
"and the facts involved." 

If and when the commission 
actually gets complaints from 

^Gorcyca and/or Fieger, each or 
both would be investigated, 

Edick explained, "with addi­
tional action determined by 
the findings." 

Should the commission 
determine there was merit to 
the complaints from Gorcyca 
or Fieger, Edick said, they 
would be presented to 
Michigan Attorney Discipline 
Board. 

"At that point, our proceed­
ings become public," Edick 
said. "But until then, we will 

have no comment." 
The discipline board could 

dismiss the complaints, the 
deputy administrator said, 
or, if warranted, it could 
impose penalties ranging 
from reprimand to suspen­
sion of the attorney's license 
to practice. 

Gorcyca's complaint 
against Fieger could proceed 
more quickly, Edick said, 
because the prosecutor has 

already done the initial 
investigation. 

The commission wouldn't 
need to interview people or 
gather evidence, Edick said. 
So the process might not 
take that long, he said. 

But thoroughness is more 
important than speed, Edick 
said. "There will be no rush 
to judgment," he said, "but a 
thoughtful, thorough investi­
gation." 

Madonna University's regis­
tration for winter 2006 term 
will began Nov. 14 and contin­
ues through Tuesday, Dec. 22 
for new and returning stu­
dents. Office hours will be held 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays; and until 7 p.m. on 
Mondays and Thursdays. 

The office will close at 5 p.m. 
Dec. 19 through 22. All offices 
will be closed for Thanksgiving 
(Nov. 24 through Nov. 27) and 
Christmas (Dec. 23 through 
Jan. 2,2006). Classes begin 

the week of Jan. 9, 
The convenience of fax-in reg­

istration for all students is avail­
able and will be accepted until 
Dec. 16. Web registration is also 
offered for returning students 
and wiU be accepted through 
Dec. 16. 

Students may enroll in day; 
evening and weekend classes, 
and non-admitted students 
must obtain a permit-to-regp-
ter from the Admissions-Office. 
Transfer students are welcome. 

For more information, call 
(734)432-5400: 
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make the season 

Stock up for the Holidays! 
• * - • * * • 
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Us 

12 Pack 
Pepsi or 7 • UP 
Products % 
12 oz Cans --lii 

All Varieties 

i - • • 

. • - . -

m 
Limit 3 Total with additional $10 food purchase 

excluding alcohol, tobacco products and prescriptions. 

Kroger 
Cheese 
Bars, Shreds or Cubes 
6-8 <« All Varieties or 
Kroger IWS 12 oz All Varieties 

l WITH 

I * " * > V t H f - I ^ A H > ^ 

•Center Cut 
Boneless Fork Loin 
USDA Inspected Whole 

•Tyson B o n e l e s s 
S k i n l e s s C h i c k e n 
B r e a s t s 
or Tenders USDA Inspected 
Any Size Pkg 

r> *»~ * ~^ZiS^-*. 

Pascal 
Celery 
Large Fresh Stock 

i WITH 

Riverside 
Grade A 
Turkeys 
USDA Inspected Frozen 
18 lbs or. Larger 

Riverside 
Grade A Turkeys 
USDA Inspected Frozen 
Less Than 18 lbs 

Limit 1 Total with additional $20 food purchase 
excluding alcohol, tobacco products and prescriptions 

MAwiFAcjusm's COUPON MD£EMHLeoNty.«-Kf»GW(flRtA;nwES) wiBirnr iajos; 

SAVE*5 00 

_i_y 
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t & U off your Total Shopping Order wHt 
• minimum SBO purchase uafna your 
fflaercjussis mri i iBi jOyBie sailings! 

NOT SUBJECT TO DKJBUH6. Offer good with coupon and MasterCard transacts* only. Limit one ter I 
drugs. . akuMte beverages, tobacco, lull, postage stamps, booth son* 
pr* lbS6f l to tefMM«andC^sui^-KroaB^IMre1ntesM(wtovaiK0fcc iWOTE(iwl*0 i i 
piled rth that ofler. W »DB"e prohibited, ted, or restricted by law. Coupons have to cash value 
Consumer pays any salas ia< for "free" products. 
Invoices proving product purchase to rata coupons p Q li P ^ 7 

must te arailable from retailer. All promotions wa 
after wpMfcri date. Coupon not valid with any otter 
coupons (or thasamei tercorwiB ianyMr is 
MasterCard ofler. FIN-based tratsacfcms are no! a-

CRetailer r w ma oacon to MasterCard Coupon 
mptioi f .O. Bon B80476, El Paso. TX 

88588-0476. Coupon may'not be duplicated 
or photocopied.By accepting this coupon, 
Retailer agrees to comply with lira MasterCard 
Fie demotion Policy. 

and other t e n ' 
and consumer ha-a OKT 
t siisjftanerjus p i f - * i J 

300 00»9 5 _Q429 1105 >,"% 

Prices and Items Good at Your Local Kroger Store 
November 17 thru November 20, 2005. 
Some Items may require a deposit. 

Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or 
call Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS 

u 
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ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY: 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. Each of these advertised items Is 

required to be available for sale. If we do run out of an advertised item, we will offer you your 
choice of a comparable item, when available, reflecting the same savings, or a 

ralncheck which will entitle you to purchase the advertised Item at the advertised 
price within 30 days Only one vendor coupon will be accepted per Item 

Copyright 2005 The Kroger Company No sales to dealers. 

http://www.hometowniife.com
http://www.Kroger.com

