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Schools qet
clean bill of
fiscal health

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

The Wayne—Westland Community Schools is con-
tinuing to hold its own financially in tough economic
times, finishing fiscal 2005 with money in the bank.
But the amount left after all the bills have been R
paid continues to dwindle. R
“Tt's times like this that you worked so hard to build
up your fund equity;” said Jefirey Higgins of the dis- o
trict’s auditing firm of Plante Moran. “It’s not a solu- o
tion to the problems. Tt buys you ﬂex1b111ty, but you fa
can't live on it” ‘
The district received an unqualified, or clean opin- . .
ion about its finances from Plante Moran. It finished L
the year with an $11.9 million fund equity, enough to s
keep schools open for 27 days, if its revenue suddenly

TOM HAWLEY { STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

disappeared.
Halloween USA manaqer Kim Jones of Westland, whe dresses up like a witch or vanpire while working on weekends, shows off the Creepy Greeter which watches According to Gary Martin, deputy superintendent
you as you walk by. for administrative and business services, the district

received $384,000 more than anticipated in revenue
‘ from local taxes and state school aid and amaddition-
BY LEANNE ROGERS L al $154,000 in interest income.

STAFF WRITER On the expensc side, cost for at-risk programs was’ <
: down $315,000 and the district saved sorme $1 mil-
Lagrctto see a ot of Yodas, Anakin lon in employes expenses.
Skywalkers and some Oompa Loompas . “And food services for the first time in a long time -
looking for treats this Halloween. showed a profit and didn't need support from the
“Star Wars is very popular this year for budget,” Martin said. _ o
adults and youths. Napoleon ' _ : o

Dynamite and Wiily Wonka are PLEASE SEE AUDIT, A7 o
new this year - they seem to be B ' : =
going well,” said Kim Jones, man-
ager of the Halloween USA
store on Middlebelt at Ann

?zrll\)dozt'(l)'l;o;i.l located in a former F H u r ri C a n e Kat ri n a |
Agreeing with 1':1£:1/I';1It,]Bee’sH it : .
COStu-I:gflgt‘f\l E;’iraizse::e in this f u n d . to p S $4 0 F 0 0 0

/| year because of that movie
(Pirates of the Caribbean).

’ ‘We always have princesses, - : BY DARRELL CLEM e
Star Wars 00 m a Wizard of Oz and story charac- STAFF WRITER B
p ters like Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella” : ‘ :
For some reason, Habitz said pimp cos- A hurricane relief fund established by Westland
LOO m pa S dre tumes are very popular at her store which ‘ Mayor Sandra Cicirelli has topped the $40,000
moved a year ago from the south side of 1 mark,

: . “I am truly pleased,” she said.
p 6p ular P icks for H all OWQ en PEASESIE DRESSED, A4~ - Cicirell started the fund after Hurricane Katrina
: : - devastated the Gulf Coast. She commended local res-
idents for giving money despite tough economic
times on the home front.
" “It’s such a generous community;,” Cicirelli said.

c - . ' . s

z ) . i

P a r k S ® G e n t I e W O m a n : C h n A m r I f ’ “Many people are suffering here at-home, but they're i

g . _ % ' \ - still generous. Thats why ‘l‘.hiS is justa g'reat commu— o

Fxreﬁghters, alone, rmsed $21,0f)/0 by’ sta‘ndmg in E:

major city intersections and collecting money from Do

motorists during a Fill the Boot campaign. : i
A group called Musicians for Relief kicked in-
$11,600 by staging a hurricane relief concert in

Central City Park and organizing another fund-ra.lser

BY DARRELL CLEM Detroit home ~ far from Montgomery,
STAFF WRITER Ala., where her arrest in December
: 1955 led to a boycott of public buses
Rosa Parks, who helped fuel the civil  and ultimately earned her the title of
rights movement by refusing to give mother of the civil rights movement.

R ST

* up her seat to a white man on a public ‘Parks, a quiet-spoken seamstress, at a local bar, Chatters.

+ bus, was remembered this week as a didn’t realize that her actions would “That wasn't too bad cons:denng the (ramy) weath- &
humble woman who changed the thrust her into the public spotlight and er we had for the concert,” said organizer Dean ok
course of history with one simple, defi-  make her an American icon. Boucher, drummer for the rock band Power Source.
ant, courageous act. “The Bible says that the meek shall . Residents who made private donations pushed the

“I think one of the things that all of inherit the earth, and she was ameek amount raised over the $40,000 mark, Cicirelli said.
us can learn from her isthatone per- . lady” said Reasther Everett, area rep- . Her administration will soon turn the money over
son can make a difference,” said the resentative for the Southeast Westland to the American Red Cross and The Salvation Army,
Rev. Terrance McClain, Waynie- Hoimeowners Association,“She didn’t splitting it between the two organizations, ‘
Westland school board treasurer, call attention to herself = others did With relief efforts continuing, however, Cicirelli

“When we are passionate about what ~ that. We can definitely say that she will
we perceive to be wrong - and when inherit the earth. Her message has
we are courageous enough to realize’ gone all over the world. $he taught us

said the trust and agency account will be kept open
for residents who still may want to donate.
" * Anyone who wants to help may send checks

that taking a stand may cause us some - that-we don't have to be loud and ) _ — o . “HLE PHO' payable to City of Westland/Hurricane Help and ,
problems - otherswilljoinin for pushy to get our message across.” ) send them to City of Westland, Finance Department,
whatever the crusade may be”” Rosa Parks was photoqraphed in 1993, sitting in'a pew at Tnmty 36601 Ford Road, Westland, MI 48185.

Parks, 92, died Monday at her . ‘ "PLEASE SEE PARKS AT Faith Umted Methodsst Church in Detroit. . dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734} 953-2110
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District audit shows clean

books, dwindling savings

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Livonia Public Schools
earned the highest possible

. opinion, when its financial

statements were audited by the
accounting firm Plante Moran
earlier this year.

“We have an unqualified
opinion, which is the highest
of best opinion you can attain,”
explained Lisa Levesque, direc-
tor of business services. “We
earyy un thetradition of keep-
ing very good rerords and
being good stewards of the dis-
trict”

Livonia Public School offi-
cials keep track of a budget
close to $200 million.
Throughout the year the esti-
mated budget is adjusted to
account for changes in fund-
ing, often at the state level.

Fred Hailer, a partner with
the firm, told board members
they should be “very pleased”
with the clean opinion they
have again received.

“You're a large district,”
Hailer said. “To have us finish
this audit in two months gives
you another indication of how
well the books are put togeth-
er” ‘

In its 2004-2005 budget, the
district used $1.6 million of its
fund equity - a rainy day sav-

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

For the sixth consecutive
year, the Wayne-Westland
Comrnunity Schools has
received national recognition
for its financial accountmg
practices.

. The district received a
Excellence in Financing
Awards from the Government
Finance Officers Association
and Association of School
Business Officials. -

“We are one of three districts
in the state to receive both
awards and only a few hundred
in the country,” said Gary
Martin, deputy superintendent
of administrative and business
services. “The entire business
office works hard in achieving
this.”

ings account ~ to cover a differ-
ence in revenue and expenses.

Livonia Public Schools took
in $154 million, the bulk of
which comes from the state’s
School Aid Fund. Expenses
reached just over $155 million,
and are a growing concern as
the cost of salaries and benefits
continue to rise.

The district’s anticipated
shortfall of $2.5 millicn was
reduced to $1.6 million, which
was the amount covered by
fund equity,

Livonia Public Schools’ fund
equity, according to the Plante
Moran report, accounts for a

“total of $9.4 million in the gen-
eral fund. It is also calculated
as 6.1 percent of general fund
expenses. '

Hailer said a more stable
average for a school district is
more than 14 percent. “The
recommended fund balance is
16.7 percent,” he said. “It
wouldn'’t surprise me if in some
future year you need to borrow.
Six percent can go quite quick-
Iy’

Hailer said the foundation

~ allowance from the state is still

expected to increase by $175
.per student this year, and the
district’s 20j funding has not

been cut. But ﬁna.nclally, pub-

lic school funding is still on
shaky ground, officials noted.

The ASBO certificate of
excellence and the GFOA cer-
tificate of achievement of
excellence recognize the work
done by the district’s business
office in the preparation and
issuance of the comprehensive
annual financial report for fis-
cal 2004.

_ According to Martin, partici-
pation in the programs was a2
“rewarding experience” for the
business office. It increased the

. distriet’s financial reporting
credibility, he added.

“These are nice plagues and
we will hang them proudly in
the business office,” he said.

“This is a true honor and
great accomplishment for this
district,” said Superintendent
Greg Baracy in praising the
business office. “The compre-
hensive reporting they provide

<) GANNETT
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“The School Aid Fund has to
grow,” said Hailer. “Sales tax is
a big component of the School
Aid Fund.”

Supt. Randy Liepa added
that s .me legislative changes
which could impact the future

. school funding.

* For example, last school
year’s switch from an 80:20
percent ratio for the student
blended attendance count to a
75:25 percent count has not
impacted the district’s budget
thus far, but it has the poten-
tial to do so.

The district holds student
count days in September and
February of the same calendar
year. The attendance numbers

- are weighted, with the fall

count posing more impact on
the official total of enrolled
students. That number is used
to determine per-pupil state
funding, or the district’s foun-
dation allowance.

Liepa said the way students
are counted in Young 5 pro-
grams now also has the poten-
tial to change from a full-time
to a half-time student, because
it is a half-day program.

“That did not happen in this
budget, but it is certainly
potential for next year,” said
Liepa. '

scasola@oe.homecomm.net § (T34) 953-2054

Business office wins national awards

to the (school) board and these
two organizations and full dis-

© closure is something you don't

find that often.
“There is no question about

the finances of this district and ‘

they are available for review.”

“The printouts you provide
weelkly are meticulous,” trustee
Terrance McClain told Martin.
“You are very ethical, honest
and upfront. I'ri glad we have
you on our team.

Joining school officials in
honoring members of the busi-
ness office was Jeffrey Higgins

ofthe district’s auditing firm of

Plante Moran.

“These are truly meaningful
awards that demonstrate a
commitment to provide com-

prehensive financial reporting,”

he said.
smason@oe.homecomm.net { (734) 953-2112

Debbie Glen, Frost Middle Schoof science teacher, works with students to study a Iocal branch of the Rouge

River Thursday

Students wade into Rouqé testing

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

About 20 eighth-graders
were conspicuously missing
from class at Livonia’s Frost
Middle Scheol Thursday
afternocon.

The students, along with
their science teacher Debbie
Glen, headed over to
Bicentennial Park to partiei-
pate in the Rouge Education
Project’s fall monitoring
study.

“I've done it for 13 years,
10 years at this site,” Glen
said.

. Students with an interest
in science and the environ-

ment had a chance to partici-

pate, and to perform water
quallty tests.

“We can't teach it during
class,” said Glen. The eighth-
grade curriculum and MEAP
objectives don't focus on that
aspect of science, she said.

So, it's mainly an after-school

venture, or club, for those

" who participate at Frost.
Glen has been holding after-
school meetings since the
start of the schoeal year to
prepare for this field trip.

The group looked at the
physical and chemical make-
up of the river, land use, the
depth and width of the river,
erosion and the velocity of
the water. They studied the
living organisms, measured
how much oxygen the water
has, and how much fecal col-
iform was found.

“I just liked the idea of
going out to study the river,”
said Annette Perkowski, a
Frost eighth-grader. “I want-
ed to know about the differ-
ent plants and animals that
would grow here, and also
how humans effected the
river.

Annette said she was sur-

Frost Middle School eighth-graders participate in the Rouge Education
-Project’s river monitoring day at Bicentennial Park in Livonia, :

 prised to find minnow pike

swimming in the river,

Brandon Tanter, also an
eighth-grader at Frost, said
he likes everything about sci-
ence, and that’s why he chose
to participate in the monitor-
ing event.

“I wasn't expecting the
water to be so clean,” he said.

Brandon said he preferred
the field trip to being in his
classroom at school. “You get
Dbetter information being out
here, than studying it ina
hook,” he said.

(Glen said she hopes her
students obtain an apprecia-
tion for the natural environ-
ment, and that they want to
keep it clean.

“I think it’s a wonderful
opportunity for students,”
said Susan Adams, whose
daughter Amanda was
among those working on the
project. She oo sawitas a
chance for students to con-
nect with and care for their
surréundings.

That’s certainly a focus of
the program, according to
Dave Tessier, a project coor-
dinator with the Friends of

the Rouge non-profit organi-
zation. Last week marked the
fifth fall monitoring event,
though annual monitoring
has taken place in the spring
for 20 years.

He said the organization is
fortunate to have teachers
like Glen who have'been
involved for such along time,
and continue the tradition.
They bring both continuity =
and experience to the proj-
ect, he said. - ‘

Rouge River monitoring
programs range from grades
5-12, and involve an array of
water quality and environ-
mental tests. At the elemen-
tary level, test kits are simpli-
fied and may involve drop-
ping a tablet into a water
sample. Tt allows younger
students to perform experi-
ments and learn about the
river. - .

“Thé data is useful to us;”
said Tessier. “Our hope is
(this} will empower students
to become better stewards of
the environtment.”

scasola@oe.homecomm.net
{734) 953-2054
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Teens face trial for robbery ;

Silent witness

A group of about 20 women, volunteers and staff from First Step, stand to bear witness to abuse suffered
by people in domestic relationships. The Thursday noon event was designed to bring attention to Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. Catherine Bunker, Sarah Stalker, and First Step Associate Director Amy
Youngquist stand alonq Main Street at Ann Arbor Trail. A nonprofit agency, First Step provides shelter,
courtroom support; crisis counseling and other services to the victims of domestlc violence and.sexual

BILL BRESLER } STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFFWRITER

Two local teenagers face-trial

for multiple criminal charges

amid accusations they robbed

an 80-year-old woman inside
the garage of her Westland
condominium,

Ajuan Hogan, 18, of Wayne
and Cortne Diaz, 18, of
Westland face trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court for an
armed robbery that occurred
about 9 p.m. Sept. 14 at
Colonial Estates condomini-
ums, on Newburgh south of
Joy.

Hogan and Diaz face a for- -

mal arraignment today in cir-
cuit court ~ two weeks after
Westland District Judge Gail
McKnight ordered them to
stand trial during a prelimi-
nary hearing,.

The victim was robbed of her ’

purse after one of the suspects
followed her into her garage
and threatened her with a gun,
police Sgt. Steve Borisch has
said.

The other suspect wa.lted in
a getaway van that was earlier
stolen on Hiveley Street,
Borisch said.

Police spotted a getaway van
shortly after the robbery and
trailed it to nearby Westwood

. work inside the vehicle that

" Apartments. The men escaped -

on foot, but police found paper *

kv

ot
AT AT ety

2

helped lead them to the sus- | i
pects, police Lt. James Ridener~
has said.

Hogan and Diaz are jailed in
lieu of $100,000 bonds; If con~

st

- victed as charged, they could -

face penaltles ranging up to 11fe
in prison.

Both suspects face trial for
armed robbery, first-degree
home invasion and vehicle :
theft charges. Diaz hasaddi- ~ °
tional charges of fleeing from ™~
police and driving with a sus-
pended license.
dciem@oz. homecomm,net | (734) 953-2110

assau!t throughout western Wayne County.
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Students collect $27,000
for Hurricane Katrina relief

‘BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

A lemonade stand, cans and
bottle drives, coin collections.
Students in the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools
proved they care by raising
some $27,000 to benefit the
victims of Hurricane Katrina.

And it was Cain Bracey, a
student at Vandenberg
Elementary School, who put a
face on the fund raising by
being honored at this month’s
school board meeting for his
efforts.

Cain saw the news reports
and was moved to open up a
lermonade stand. His mother
made the lemonade and he
sold it from a front yard stand
he set up during his parents’
garage sale, raising $56 which
he gave to his school’s fund-
raiser.

“I saw the sad pictures on
TV and it made me want to
help,” he told the board. “I
was close to selling out of
lemonade.”

All together, Vandenberg
raised $356.

“One of the marks of a
Ieader is to know who can do
what to get the job done,”
trustee Terrance McClain told
the youngsters. “I want to
thank you for your compas-
sion.”

In Westland, fourth-grader
Marcus Ference raised $100
by going door-to-door with
his mother as part of
Jefferson-Barns Elementary’s
pennies and pop cans drive.
And fellow student Tyler

.Barber and his mom collected

money in their apartment
complex after puttingup
signs about the drive,

In the end, the Jefferson-
Barns collectmn broughtina
$50 check from one family,
$70 in pop cans and $122
cash in paper money and
coins. There also were 204
quarters ($51), 312 dimes
($31.20), 291 nickels ($14.55)
and 17,889 pennies ($178.89)
for a grand total of $517.64.

Superintendent Greg
Baracy praised Wayne-
Waestland students, calling it
an “amazing effort.”

“As you all have been aware
this was the largest natural
disaster in U.S. history, and

the response of students, par-

ents and staff has been hero-
ie;” he said.

“All of our schools can be
very proud,” added trustee
8kip Monit, “My home school
was Taft and theirs was the

~ largest contribution.”

For the record, Taft
FElementary raised $3,202.09
in a penny war. The school
donated the money to
Scholastic’s “Books for Kids.”

Fund raising at the other
schools included:

B $1,600 in cash donations
at Edison Elementary.

B $380.53 raised in a
change drive at Elliott
Elementary.

@ $724.70 through a
Change for Change drive at
P.D. Graham Elementary.

| $638 in a change drive at
Hicks Elementary, The final
also reflects a match by DTE
Energy. -

B $511.03 in a change drive

59 |

Fresh
Hy’s
Apple Cider

%2.99..

G.M. Paris
Bakery Fresh
Spice Donuts:

255 00 -

at Hoover Elementary.

B $800 in a bottled water
sale and change drive at
Kettering Elementary.

Jack O’Lantern
Pumpkins

*4.99..

Pie
Pumpkins

99¢

Grande

B $359.97 in a penny drive

Sharp Aged
> Provolone

at Lincoln Elementa.ry.
B $1,332.08 in a change
drive at Patchin Elementary.
B $1,000 through Oprah’s

Delailo
R.ed Wine
Vinegar

¥2.99

32 0%,

hee se

S5

Acoandemia Barilla
100% Italian Extra Virgin

Olive Oil

#29.99..

Angel Network at Roosevelt-
McGrath Elementary.

w T
Q‘VFresh [/4

&8 $1,700 in fund raising at
Walker-Winter Elementary.

B $373 in a change drive at
Wildwood Elementary.

Yellowtail P $
Varietals

599 o G55 S 5:99..

780 ml.

Three Blind Moose

750 mi,

Merlot Chardonnay

B $1.815 with students and
stafl at Franklin Middle

v

School paying a §1 each to
wear a hat for Crazy Hat Day.
$105.48 in a change col-
lection at Marshail Middle
School.
B $2,500 raised at
Stevenson Middle School.

Stuffed Pork ChopS.ccerarcses ceevenan "3, 19 1.
Stuffed Pork Roast....... vomtsevinsssssse . 1D 1b.
Stuffed Turkey Tenders....... PO 3 &> 5 | -9
Veal & Pork City Chicken

W $1,841.20 raised at John
Glenn High School,

W $2,500 raised at Wayne
Memorial High School.

B $2.500 raised at the
William D. Ford Career
Technical Center.

M $505 raised at the dis-
trict’s central office.

Students at Madison and
Schweitzer elementaries part-
nered with Redford
Township, its police depart-
ment, to collect goods for the
hurricane victims. The dona-

Held at The Italian American Conference Center
in Livonia. Over 100 Domestic & Imported Wines!

Tickets are 845.00 each, all ticket proceeds benefit
Angela Hospice Home Health Care of Livonia.
Reserve your ticket now!
CALL KiM AT (248) 477-4333
FOR MORE DETAILS.

Prices Good Through October 30th, 2005

Joe’s Produce

e B o o g iy 348 o o

tions were transported by
Men on the Move.

“I think this is a wonderful
to recognize these outstand-
ing Hurricane Katrina activi-
ties,” said trustee Martha
Pitsenbarger.

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112

33152 W, Seven Mile ¢ Livonia, MI 48152 » www.joesproduce.com

(zas8) 4T 7~-4333

Joe’s Business Hours: Sun, 9:00-5: '00 p m., Mon.-Sat. 9:00-7:00 p.m.
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Please

Qakland
UNIVERSITY

School of Nursing
Rochester, MI 48309

*

* If you’re a college grad, you may be e_ligible!
* Coutses offered in Detroit and Macomb County
* Learn from renowned faculty and gain hands-on
experience using state-of-the-art equipment and programs
* Health care is the Iargest employer in the state of M1ch1gan
* The need for nurses in Michigan is growing
* S1gn up for an upcoming information session! |
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N TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tﬂkiﬂq care of ve tera“s

2-day event
aimed at
helping
homeless
vets

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Maj, Bill Hogg knows the
Salvation Army'’s efforts to
help U.S. veterans dates back

Salvation Army representing
Plymouth, Canton,

Northville and Belleville, felt
right at home supporting last

up at the UAW faulitv in Canton

before World War I
" That’s why Hogg, com- PHOTOS L8Y BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER |
mander of the Plymouth Johnny 0'Clock Henderson gave the Veterans Stand Down event a thumbS‘*

Cat's Meow - Caitlyn Shevli, 5, of Dearborn fried on a cat mask during apnsnt to Haltoween USA, week’s two-day Southeastern i
, Michigan Veterans Stand £

| Down at the UAW facility on

f Michigan Avenue in Canton.

DRESSED like scene setters that look like Unlikethe seasonal The event, started in 1996, :
brick or woods ~ you put them  Halloween USA stores, Bee's is designed primarily to help N

FROM PAGE Al over the garage door or win- Costumes is open throughout homeless veterans get away 3
dows.” the year, selling costumes for from life on the streets, at ¥

‘Warren just east of Venoy to a On a recent day off from dancers and figure skaters. The least for a little while, get a -
new location on the north side  school, Alan Shevli, 10, of store rents costumes as well as nice meal and some help i
of Warren. Dea.rborn, his sister Caitlyn, 5,  theready-to-purchase cos- with other needs. ,Dr
“We have pretty snappy vel-  and their grandmother Cindy tumes for Halloween. “(The stand down) helps i

vet suits - wild zebra pants,
red, white and purple. You can

Abbas spent some time brows-
ing through the Halloween

“We're weaning off the
Halioween sales with the

the veterans get back in con-
tact society,” Hogg said. “It’

always talk a guy into playing ~ costumes and accessories. bagged ready-to-wear cos- takes them away from the #
that role,” said Habitz. - Unlike some people who tumes. Halloween USA has stresses of the street.” -
Halloween USA has closeto  wait until the last minute to hurt us. My (Halloween) sales The first Stand Down took  Army Reserve MSgt. £d Stokes serves lunch o veteran Grantonio Grant -
100 stores in Michigan, sort out costumes, Alan and have steadily declined for the place in 1996 and, according  during the two-day Veterans Stand Down at the UAW facility in Canton.
Indiana and Ohio which open .~ Caitlyn were prepared for last five years,” said Habitz, to Michael Bethune, presi- e
Oct. 1 and close after the holi~- ©  Halloween. Alan was looking “The cities lease out buildings dent of Southeastern but in areas beyond the city.  Detroit, who takes dialysisat |’
day. Along with costumes, for teeth to complete hisvam-  for six weeks and it hurts those Michigan Veterans Stand ‘We want to give the home- the same VA facility as -
accessories and makeup, the pire costume while Caitlyn was  of us who are here all year” Down, the two-day event is less a day of rest.” Henderson, agreed the event - |
stores also offer a variety of dressing as a University of The Halloween USA stores designed not only to feed the Bethune said the group was nice, but wishes it had ‘7;
Halloween decorations. Michigan cheerleader. are open daily through Oct. 31. homeless veterans, but to contacts homeless shelters been made more public to "f;
“I think people get into “I never knew they had so Bee's Costumes will have allow them to have other . and other agencies in give more veterans a chanee |
Halloween more and more much stuff. I put stuff up at extended hours through needs tended. advance of the event, but to take advantage '
each year” said Jones, who is home, but not too elaborate Halloween including noon-4 They get their medical publicity for the event is “This is good if enough i
usually a witch or vampire anymore,” said Abbas. “Thave.  p.m. today (Oct. 23) and needs met, are given warm “word-of-mouth, believe it or  information gets out where
when store employees dress in ~ lights and some pumpkins. Sunday, Oct. 30. clothing to help them get not.” Transportation is pro- veterans can find out about .
costumes on the weekends. The kids enjoy it, that’s what it : through the upcoming win- vided by military units at it,” said Edmonds, 67, who ol
“We have a lot of decorations is really about.” | Irogers@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2103 ter and have other social Selfridge Air National Guard  was stationed in Germany *
i h needs takén care of. | Base. from 1958-1960. “I wouldn't l;
Among the groups repre- That’s how 73-year-old hawve found out about it if I -
sented at this week’s event Johnny ’Clock Henderson hadn’t been going to dialysis  |-*
were the Veterans heard about the event. three times a week.”
Administration, a huge part-  Henderson, a mortar instru- Bethune said the group .
ner in the'event, accordingto  ment operator who still does fund-raisers throughout - |.”
Bethune; the Social Security ~ remembers his service num-  the year to help foot the i
Administration; the ber, was undergoing dialysis ~ $18,000 tab for the Stand . |
American Red Cross, at the VA facility in down- Down, which he said draws »
Alcoholick Anonymous; and ~ town Detroit and overheard  some 350 people, not all vét-
a variety ¢»f health-care pro-  people there talking about it.  erans. e
fessmnals And there he was “We also get non-veterans, e
The evént, which used to ‘Wednesday, in line for the but we don't turn them
be held in Detroit, is now barbecue luncheon and talk-  down,” said Bethune, point- 4
moved atound to allowitto  ing to fellow veterans. ing out the non-veterans get
reach homeless veterans in “This is nice,” said everything but the clothing, R
areas outside the city. Henderson, who received an  which is saved for veterans. 1F
“Ours jsn’t a black-and- honorable discharge after “We feed them and help N
white thing, it’s a veterans serving two years in the U.8.  them. It's about good will ; "
thing,” B‘Ethune said. “We Army back in the 1950s. “It's  toward your fellow man, no o
* started moving it around to good for them to take care of  matter who he or she is” .
accommodate veterans not veterans like this.” bkadeich@oe.nomecomm.net =
» Learning or developmental challenges associated with AUTISM ? only in ihe city of Detroit, Wallace Edmonds of {734) 459-2700 ¥
« Difficulty paying attention related to ADD / ADHD ? f
» Challenges with MATH, READING or BEAD]NG COMPREHENSION ? wilam E Ba'mtﬂBv - Paarl & danke J For the Record appears in every]-
* Inability to SIT STILL and STAY ON TASK ? Barreit died Oct. 23. Jarke, 64, died Oct. 18 iﬂﬂfﬂ;g ,t\gigggsgf &
« Difficulty with TRANSITIONING or SCHEDULE CHANGES ? Gerald K. "j;erdﬂgc't";;k patricia . Kelly K Complete paid obituaries can be |
« Need help with SPEECH SKILLS or LANGUAGE DELAYS ? P Kely,of eattle, Wash, died Oct. 13 oo ooy s EMSPPE 1
Ernestine "Granny" Colvin Arthur A. Koglin i i
. 9 . '
» Overly sensitive to TOUCH, MOVEMENT, LI_GHTS or SOUNDS ? Colvin, 92, died Oct, 1. Koglin. &9, ded Oct. 7. o
« Lack of coordination when WRITING, CUTTING or PLAYING 7 ‘ F M 0ct. 1. S -
‘ ' Kim Forster Frank L. Moncher’ , [ s
« Do they ECHO or OBSESSIVELY REPEAT WORDS or PHRASES? Forster, 42, of Plymouth died Oct, 20 Moncher, 86, formerly of Bioomfield Clgl:léce I‘d:"a"B?LIBdl Sh:ltian o , ‘;g
e Insecurity caused by LOW CONFIDENCE or POOR SOCIAL SKILLS? Core el 61al G Hills, died Oct. 2. ) nha o oomERIS. fed oA
D . - ‘ * Cora Feely Graham e
Graham, 89, of Bloomfield Hills, died Kylie Nicole Olson 7 . W 3
Oct. 21. ' Olson, 6 months, of Birmingham, died ~ Agnes J. Winekoff e
: i e ‘ Winekoff, of Westland, died Oct. 23 >
FREE TICKETS TO SEE DAVID KIRBY S — ;
NY Times J ournalist, Investigative Reporter And Best Selling Authot of | i 4
the book; Est. 1956 4 5
: ! i T i ; ¥ ;
EVIDENCE OF ﬁARM -
- Mercury In Vaccines And The 4 tsmm Epidemic A Medical Controyers
This is a rare opportumty to hear Mr. Kirby discuss his research and ﬁndmgs into'|
vaccines and vaccine safety. Due to the importance: of this presentation we have pre-
purchased a limited number of tickets which we are giving away free to interested parents T
and grandparents. You owe it to the children in your life to attend this groundbreaklng kb
presentation. Call now to reserve your tickets—734-762-0332 1!!! :
ENTER to WIN 20” Flat Screen
i . T.V. or Portable DVD Player
(On our menu priced regular DrawmgNav 1 2005 Need not be present to win.

Neme,
Address

chicken dinner...a $6.99 value!)

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers. - ) 3
One coupon per customer. White meat or BBQ chicken cost extra. ” :
i Valid at Westland location only. Expires 11-10-05
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Town Hall

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli will
have her next Town Hall meet-
ing at 6 p.m. today, Oct. 27, at
-Hayes Elementary School,
30600 Louise, south of Ann
Arbor Trail and east of
Merriman. All residents are wel-
come to make comments or ask
questions of Cicirelli and her
administration.

Texas hold ‘em

St. Theodore Catholic
Church, szooN Wayne, will
sponsor a Texas\Hold ‘Em tour-
nament 7-11 p.m, Saturday, Nov.
12, at the church’$ social hall.
Doors will open at\ p.m.

Cost is $40 to buy in. Tickets
must be hought in advance by
calling {734) 564~ -822¢ or (734)
421-9315. Participants'must be
at leastd8 to play and atleast
age 2110 drink. There will be a
50/50 raffle and refreshments.

Tickets will not be sold at the
door. The event is being spon-
sored by St. Theodore’'s Men's
Club and Confraternity of
Christian Women.

Get Smart seminar

As part of its Get Smart
Seminars, Westland
Convalescent Center will have
Mark McCauley and Mary
Schneider from the American
Association for Wartime
Veterans discuss V.A. Benefits
for Wartime Veteratis 2:30-4
p.m. Thuysday, Nov. 10, at the
center, 36137 W, Warren.

This informative session will
include topies on V.A. Benefits
for Wartime Veterans, 1nc1ud:ng
what benefits are availabls for
wartime veterans; what i
improved pensjop-ith aid and
attendance; bow can you sub-
stantially reduce the cost of a
stay in a long term care facility;
are you eligible if you are a sur-
viving spouse of a wartime vet-
eran and how do you apply for
this entitlement.

Westland Convalescent
Center is on Warren between
Wayne and Central City
Parloway in Westland, Call Judy
Bianchi at (734) 728-6100.

Toy Show

Space is available for the
Westland Rotary toy show 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 6, at
Joy Manor, 28999 Joy,
Westland. Tables are available in
advance for $30. The day-of-
show price is $35.

The show will feature new
and antique toys, collectibles,
slot cars, model cars, and more.
There also will be lucky door
raffle prizes and refreshments
will be available. Admission will
be $3 with children under age
12 free. Call Mary McGaw at
(734) T48-8515.

Haunted House

The Westland Jaycees is
spooking up the neighborhood
with their haunted house in the
east parking lot of the Bailey
Recreation Center.

Ghouls, ghosts and screams
await older children, teens and
adults 7-10:30 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday and 7 p.m. to mid-
night Friday and Saturday.

Cali (734) 637-8415.

Mad Science

Kids also can get spooky with
Mad Science of Oakland and
Macomb Counties, in a Friday,
Oct. 28, program sponsored by
the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department.

Count Eggbert and Countess
Eggberta will be at the Bailey
Center for a special science and
magic show that includes the
melting wicked witch, bubbling
potions, flying eveballs, spider
weh cotton candy, hover craft
demo, vortex generators and
more, And kids will need to
watch for foggy dry-ice storms,
bubbling potions, giant balls
fleating in midair, flashy reac-
tions that go poof.

“The show for kids age 10
years of age and under is 6:15-
7:30 p.m., and there will bea
show for those 7 years of age
and up 7:45-9 p.m.

‘Cost is $5 per person. Pre-
registratio is encouraged, but
net required. For more 1nf0rma.-
tion, call Mad Science of
Opkland and Macomb Counties
at (248) 293-0983 or e-mail
them at

.madscioakland @yahoo.com.

Candy check

-Halloween may be several
weeks off, but parents con-
cerned about their kids’ candy
can get it checked at 18th
District Court Halloween night,
Oct. 31. The checks will be done
6:30-20 p.m. at the court,
36675 Ford, behind the police
station. For more information,
call (734) 595-8720.

Halloween parties
And for adults, the Wayne

Ford Civic League is hosting its
annual Halloween Bash at 8
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29, at the
hall, 645 N. Wayne Road.

The bash, which runs until 2
a.m,, includes spook-tacular
sounds, dancing and karaoke.
There will be first-, second- and
third-place cash prizes for the
best costumes, Winners to be
announced at the witching hour
of midnight.

Tickets for this B.Y.(O.B. event
are $20 for individuals and $35
for couples. Price includes all-
you-can-eat buffet dinner, beer
and snacks. Tickets are available
by calling {734) 728-5010.
Participants must be 21 or older
to attend.

The Civic League also is host-
ing a Halloween Senior Dinner

you buy twa

ij) 0ﬂ: Boys'4-20 and girls’ 4-16

separates from Plugg, CXS-21, Periscope,
Hype, Star City, Squeeze and Miss
Attitude. Orig. t2.00-60.00, sale 8.40-42.00.

Ift Card FREE" when

ras from Bali, Barely There ang
Vanity Fair. Orig. 25.00-30.00, sale 17.50-
21,00, N INiIMATE APPAREL "SEE AN ASSOGIATE FOR DETALS

Dance at noon Sunday, Oct,
23rd. There will be spook-tacu-
lar sounds and dancing to the
music of Solitaire.

Price includes buffet dinner,
beer and wine. There will be
first-, second- and third-place
cash prizes for the best cos-
tumes. Winners to be
announced at 3 p.m.

Tickets are $8 for members
and $10 for non-members.
Tickets are available at the door.
C call (734 728-5010 for more
information. Participants must
be 60 years or older to attend.

Mark your calendars

As a fund-raiser for the VA
Hospital and PAC projects, the
Ladies Auxiliary of the Harris
Kehrer VEW Post 3323 will be

WORTH POINT MALL OR THE AVENUES

41.40-97.30. NWOMENS SHOES.

15%

Bt

AQ0150108XX

il

M /ﬂ gﬂ Ladies' boats frem

BCBGiris, Sesto Meucci, Nine West,
Yellow Box z1d mare. Drlg £9.00-139, OO sale

any single sale or clearance item
valid Thursday, Getober 27 thru Sunday, October. 40
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OIFT CARDS, GREAT BUYS ANG BEERER COLLECTIONS

MAHICHD MEN'S, MUST PRESENT THES D3SCOUNT DFFER FOR SAYINGS, CANKIT BE COMERIED YifH AKY (THER DISCOUNT (FFER. NOT VALID D8 FREVIDUSY PURCHASED TEMS.

10%
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4@/9 gﬁ Graat sefection of ladies

coats. Orig. 150.00-650.00, sale 90.00-
390.00. n1ADIES COATS SELECTION VARIES BY STORE
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host a chili cook-off and bake
sale auction at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 29, at the post at
1055 S, Wayne Road, Westland,
Call (734) 721-9879 after 5 p.m.
for more information.

On Saturday, Nov. 5 and 19,
the auxiliary will be holding
marathon bingos noon to 5 p.m.

Las Vegas Party

St. Bernardine Men’s Club is
sponsoring a Pinochle/Euchre
Card Party on Fridays, Oct. 28,
Nov. 4, Nowv. 18, Dec. 2, Dec. 16,
Jan. 6, Jan. 13, Jan. 27, Feb. 3,
Feb. 17 and Feb. 24, at the
church, southwest corner Ann
Arbor Trail and Merriman in
Westland.

Participants don't need a
partner to play. Snacks and soft

w A) Off ENTIRE STOCK of ladies’ sporiswear from relativity,

Studio Works and Breckenridge. Orig, 18.00-78.00, sale 12.60-54.60.
LADIES' SPORTSWEAR EXCLUDES INCREDIBLE VALLE STUDID WORKS AND BRECKENRIDGE NOT AT PHIPPS PLAZE,

15%
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Rolf's, Stone Mountain, Parisian
Signature and more. Orig. 86.00-130.00,
sale 43.00-65.00.  Hanpeacs.

drinks are included in the $5
charge, Games start at 7:30
p.mn.

Craft show tables

Tables and/or space is still
available for an indoor fall craft
show Saturday, Nov. 19, at the
Wayne Ford Civic League, 1645
N. Wayne Road, Westland.
Tables and/or space costs $35
for a 12-foot table/area.
Electricity is an additional $5.
Call (734) 728-5010 and speak
with Terri for more information.

M Crafiers are needed for the
annual Holiday craft show at
Hawthorne Valley on Nov. 27,
For information, call Sue or Paul
at (734) 844-3128.

H Edison Elementary will
have its Holiday Bazear 6-9 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 16, at the
school, 34505 Hunter at :
Wildwood, Westtand, There will
be 25 vendors; ddor prizes and
bake sale. Admission is§2.
Children:will not be allowed in
the show aréa, however; there
will be baby-sitting and crafts
for available. Proceeds will ben-
efit the Edison PTO.

Car donatlon

w /0 Off ENTIRE STOCK of Ruff Hewn sportswear. Sizes

any single sale or clearance item
valid Thursday, October 27 thru Sunday, October 30

*10% DFF SHOSS, LADIES” SUITS AND DRESSFS AND LANE SEYMOUR FLAAMURE EXCLUGES SUPER SPECYY S POOREUSTERS, IKCREDIBLE YALUE TEMS, BONLS BUYS. BRIGHTIN. CLUB LIBEY LUL CILE HAR, COLUMEN
ALLESSORES, COSMENLS, BLECTRDHICS, FRAGRANCES, FURS. GEFT CARTS. ERESY BUIYS AND DESIGHER CLLLECTIONS
COWTREATS IN FINE JEWELRY, MOISSAHITE, (NO\G0 FALMS WEN S, NTIMATE APPAREL, ELAND SOFT JEBSAM M!BMWHMJMMW
MEX'S LEATHER CATS, MUNRIL DAKLEY, POLO RALPH LAJREW CHILDRENSWEAR. REER, ROBEFT TALBSTTT MICRWEAR, SALCNS, SFRVILSS,
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RN

AQ0150106WZ

PARISTAN

SHARPER MAGE.

M-L-XL-XXL, 32-40. Orig. 30.00-95.00, sale 15.00-47.50. i wevs,

w /é Qﬂ: Handhags from relativity, glﬂ Set Black -- Kenneth C.blefor
r

gift set includes 3.4 oz £au de Parfum Spray,
3.4 oz Body Lotion ang 3.4 oz. Shower Gel. A
94.0C value, yours for 668.00. wwomavs
FRAGRANCES, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

BFREJENELNY SPET1A SVENT AAD VUTHES K FRE EWELL SRVKE
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TO OADER ANYTIME, CALL 1- BDO 4234-8188: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TOC 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 oM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted with phone orders

TORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills {248) 276-6705 and Laure! Park Place (734) 853-7500 open Sun. 12-8, Mon.-Bat. 1

CHARGE IT: Parigian Credit Card, MasterCard Viga, the Amertcan Express® Card or Disgover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF AROCHESTEHR HILLS, CORNER OF NOH.TH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON'
STREET; AND LAUHEL. PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, GORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD, Forcentages off raguler prices or onginal prces, as shown,
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Listings for the Community Calendar
should be submitted in writing. They
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
{734) 5917279 or by e-mail at sma-
son®og.homecomm.net. For more
information, call (734) 953212,

UPCOMING EVENTS

Party for Peace
The Citizens for Peace will celebrate its
second anniversary at 7 p.m, Tuesday,
Nov, 8, at Unity of Livonia by watching
the keynote speech that Patch Adams
gave at the Depariment of Peace
Conference in Washingtor, D.C., on Sept.
11, A video of comedian Swami
Beyondananda presenting his humor-
ous ideas on the Top 1t Ways to Create
World Peace will also be shown. All are
welcome. Colleen Miils, (T34) 425-0079,

Craft show
Reserve a fable now for the Wayne
Senior Actfwty Center pre-holiday
arts and crafts show 10am. to 4 pm,
Saturday, Dec. 3, at the seniorcenter,
35000 Sims, Wayne. Cost is $25 per
table, electricity provided, For more
information, cali Lucy at {734) 721-7460.

Basketball clinics
The Westland Parks and Recreation
Department and Hoops Stars Basketball
will sponsor a six-week Hoops Stars
Basketball Clinic 5:30-6:3D p.m. Nov. 8-
Dec. 6 at the Bailey Recreation Center,
36651 Ford,
The clinic is for yourgsters ages 7-13
and in grades 1-8. Participants will learn
the fundamentals of basketbali, such as
dribbing, passing, shooting and
defense. There also will be challenging
games and drills and an opportunity fo
play in a 5-on-5 fuli court game. Kids
need to bring a water bottle and wear
comfortable clothing and athletic
shoes. The clinic costs $42 for residents
and $45 for nen-residents. Register at
the Bailey Center. For more information,
call Ron Levin at (248) 4963268,

Drama and dance
The Westland Therapeutic Recreation
Program and the Shoe String Theatre
are offering a drama and mavement
program for children with special
needs, The clads will be 5-6 p.m. Fridays
Nov. 4-Dec. 16, Each week there will'be &
different theme based-on a children’s

story. Drama, music, movement and
dance will teach youngsters gross
motor, listening and focusing skifis
while letting children use their imagi-
natjons, The class will be held at the
Bailey Recreation Center, 36651 Ford.
Cost is $3D for residents and $31for
non-residents. Scholarships are avail-
able for Westfand residents. For more
information, call (734} 722-762D.
Starfish programs ‘
Starfish Famity Services Great Parents,
Great Start teachers help prepare chil-
dren, ages 2 -4 years for preschool and
schoel in their own home. Fun, learning
activities help children grow and learn
and parents learn tips, too. The pro-
gram is open to families in western
Wayne County, if they qualify. Calf (734)
595-0411, Ext. 104, for more information.
Starfish also has a ongoing, free
Pregnancy Support Group, offering
pregnant women a chance to £alk with
ofher pregnant women, meet with a
prenatal nurse, hear baby's heart beat
and fearn about nuirition, pain man-
agement and other topics. Groups to be
held in Wayrie, Westland and inkster
areas. o register, (734) 595-041, Ext.
104,

ORGANIZATIONS

Vietnam Vets
The Plymouth-Canton Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter 528,
meet at 7:30 p.m. the second Monday of
every month at the Piymouth VFW Post
6695, on S. Miil Street, just north of Ann
Arbor Road. i you served in the US.
military between 1964 and 1979, even, if
not, “in country” { combat zone } you
are still efigible to become a member.
Visit the Web site at www.mihome-
town.com/oe/Plymouth CantonVVA,

Friends of library
The Friends of the William P, Faust
Public Library organization meets at 2
p.m. the second Tuesday of each month
at the library, 6123 Central City Parkway.
Call (734) 326-6123. Meetings last about
one hour and are open to the public.
The group also holds a book sale dur-
ing regular library hours at the library. -

In Harmony
The Wayne Chapter of the Barbershop
Harmony Society meets at 7:30 p.m.

- Tuesdays at Kirk of Our Savior

Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry Hill,
west of Wayne Road, Westland,
Gentlemen interested in the chapter’s
Renaissance Chorus or who enjoy quar-
tefting can cali membership chairman
Bob Wolf at (734) 4211652, or attend a
rehearsal.
Civil Air Patrol ]
"Emergency service is just one of the
congressionally mandated missions of
+ the Civit Air Patrol, which includes
ground and air search-and-rescue
operations. The Civil Air Patrol, which is
the official WS, Alr Force auxitiary, is
made up of civilian volunteers. To learn
more about CAP or training as an air
crew or ground team member, contact
the Willow Run Composite Squadron
(MI-26D). Cail Capt, Dane Hansen,
deputy commander/recruiter, at (734)
485-3021 or visit the Web site
www.members. home.net/capliberators/.
Habitat help

The Western Wayne affiliate of Habitat -

for Humanity Is seaking volunteers to
help with building homes, office duties
and fund-raising. No experience neces-
sary, Training will-be provided. For
information, call (T34) 459-7744.

. Veteran's Haven

Veteran's Haven operates a car, boat,
camper and real estate-donation pro-
gram. Donations are tax-deductible. For
information, call (734) 728-0527. Feod is
distributed fo veterans once a month
throughout the month and there is a
supplemental food program 9 a.m. to
noon Wednesdays. The Veteran Haven's
QOutreach Center 4924 S. Wayne Road
two blocks south of Annapolis in
Wayne. Any honorably discharged
Veteran that is in need or homeless and
wants a better quality of fife can call
(734) 728-0527,

Pet-A-Pet
The Pet-A-Pet animal visitation program
provides pet therapy with the help of
volunieers. Pats should be friendly,
wefl-behaved and must have current
vaccinations, There is a §5 membership
fee, Volunteer opportunities are avail-
able at Hope Nursing Care Center, 6:30
p.m, the third Tuesday of the month
{Marie Johnsan, (734) 326-1200), and
Marquette House, 10:30 a.m. the second
Wednesday of the month {Lorna
Johnson, {734) 425-1681). There are aiso
openings at Garden City Hospital, 3 p.m.

$55 ECONOHY BUSTERS.. 58

& ANY OMELETTE,
B AMERICAN FRIES
B OR GRITS,
S ToAsT & JELLY ®
AND COFFEE

| ANY SANDWICH,
8 WRAP, PITA

the fourth Thursday of the month
{Stacy Suida, (734) 458-43%2).

Zonta Club
The Zonta Club of Northwest Wayne
County, a service club to-advance the
status of women, meets every month
on the fourth Monday at the Holiday

Inn, Livenia. For more information, calf -

Pat Harris at {734) 420-292D
Franklin PTSA

The Franklin High School PTSA is seek-

ing members, Membership is open to
those who care about the schools and
the community. Members need not
have a student in the school. Price is $3
for students, $5 for adults. Checks
shouid be made payable to Franklin
PTSA and sent to 31000 Joy, Livonia MI
48150,

Tutorial program
A tutoring program for students is
offered at the Salvation Army Wayne-
Westland Corps Community Center,
2300 Venoy in Westland. The program,
3:45-575 p.m. Mendays and Tuesdays, is
for students 9 and older in Wayne,

Westland and Romulus. For information -

on participating or volunteering, call
Tyrone Peterson, (734) 722-3660. Tutors
need {o have at least a high school
education.

M.O.M.S,
M.0.M.S. Club of Canton/ Westland is a
nonprofit support group for stay-at-
home mathers. There are weekly
events, Mom's Night Out, age-oriented
play groups and more, For information,
cali Wendy, (734) 396-6957.

FOR YOUR HEALTH

TOPS
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly}
meets every Wednesday at St. John's
Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne Road,
Westiand. Weigh-in is 6:30-T:15 p.m.,
with the meeting 7:30-8:3D p.m. For
morg information, call Rosalie at {734)
728-0299,
Menopause & More
A Menopause & More support group for
women meets 79 p.m, the first
Wednesday of the month in Classroom
2 of the west addition of the Marian
Women Center of SE. Mary Mercy
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile, Livonia. No
reqistration is necessary, and the group
is free of charge. For more mformatlon
call (734} 655-1100.
Support qroup
A support group for pecple with chron-
ic iliness meets on Fridays every other
week, at the Westside Mental Health
Services, 32932 W. Warren, Suite 103,
Westland. The support group is a serv-
ice of Awareness Counseling Services.
There is a $i0 for each meeting which
will be facilitated by a professional. For
more information, cali (734) 513-82%5 or
(313) 562-280C.
AIM
-Anxlety or panic attacks? AlM

{Agoraphobics In Motion) meets at 7:30
p.m. Thursdays at Faith Lutheran
Church, 30000 Five Mile, between
Middlebelt and Merriman in Livonia. AIM
is a support group for those working on
recovery from anxiety disorder or pho-
bias. Cali (248) 547-0400
Grief support

Angela Hospice offers ongoing grief
support groups every second and
fourth Tuesday of {he month. All groups
are free of charge and open {o the

. community. Call bereavement coordina-

tor Ruth Favor at Angela Hospice, (734)

464-T810.

Childbirth classes
Garden City Hospital, on Inkster Road at
Maptewood, is sponsoring classes for
parents of newborns, weekend chitd-
birth instruction, a refresher chifdbirth
education course and a new support
group for expectant teens. For informa-
tion on programs, calf (734) 458-4330,

Childbirth Association
Ctasses for childbirth preparation are
offered at several Wayne County loca-
tions. Morning and evening classes are
available, Registering new classes
every month. Newbarn care classes and
Cesarean birth preparation are also
offered. Call (734) 459-7477.

Fibromyalgia
The Garden City area chapter of the
Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and CFS
Association Suppert Group meets 13
p.m. the first Thursday of each month
at Merriman Road Baptist Church on
Merriman south of Ford. There are
guest speakers and discussion ona
variety of topics. There is no member-
ship fee, however a smell donation is
greatly appreciated. For additional ;
information, cafl Tina Wing at (734}

338-2226 or Lucy Rowley at (734) 462- -

1768,

HISTORIC

Pmneer trek

-The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has
been designed to introduce travelers to
the history of the area. Travelers will
visit sites that affected the deveiop-
ment of Westland as a community.
Those who complete the trek will
receive an embroidered patch, To start
the trek, first visit the Westland

~ Historicai Museur and pick up a pack-
et. The museum is at 857 N, Wayne
Road and is open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays,
except before a holiday. The trek s
sponsored by the Westland Historical
Commission and the Friends of the
Westiand Museum. for information, call
{734) 326-110.

Friends of Eloise
The Friends of Eloise group meets 7
p.m. the hird Tuesday of the month in
the dining room of the Kay Beard
Building, on Michigan between
Middlebelt and Merriman. Afl are wel-
come. Call Jo Johnson, {734) 522-3918,

e

Friends of Museum
Friends of the Westland Historical
Museumn meet at 7 p.m. each month
except December at the Co#fing House,
lecated at the museurn complex, 857 N.
Wayne Road. Cali Jim Franklin at (734)
595-8119, Everyane is welcome, wel-
come. ’

VEW quo
Veterans of Foreign Wars 3323 Auxmary
has bingo 6:30 p.m. every: Thursday at
1055 S. Wayne Road, Westfand. There is
a snack bar, The post has bingo at1
p.m. every Sunday at the same place,
Call {734) 326-3323. -

Dems hold bingo
The Metro Wayne Bemocratic Club has
bingo 10:45 a.m. every Monday at the
Wayne Ford Civic League,on Wayne
Road south of Ford in Westland. For -
information, calf Jan or Cliff at (734)
5911694 or Cliff at (734) 729-8681,

$t. Mel Church
Bingo begins at 6:45 p.m. Fridays in St
Mel Church activities building, on
inkster Road north of Warren. Doors -
open at 4 p.m. Food is availzble.

Shamrock Bingo
Bingo begins at 11 a.m. Wednesdays at
the Knights of Columbus Hali, 35100

Van Born, east of Wayne Road in Wayne. ©

Doors open at 9 a.m, Foed is available.
Proceeds go to charity. Call (734) 728-
3020.

K of C Bingo
Pope John XXIIl Assembly of the

Knights of Cofumbus Council 1536 hosts '

bingo games at 6:45 p.m. Thursdays.
The games are in the Livonia Elks

Lodge, 31117 Piymouth Road, one block

east of Merriman in Livonia. Call (734}

b 425-2246,

Metro"’s"'a\""e
The MetroWayne Democratic Ciub
offers a bmgt,at the Wayne-Ford Civic
League on Fridays:200:s open at 9. am.
with bingo starting at 1042 am. Anall-,
you-can-eat breakfast buffet is avail

et

abie for $3. For more infermation, call

Ciiff Johnson at (734) 729-8681.

FOR SENIORS

Friendship Center
The Senior Resources Department
(Friendship Center), M9 N. Newburgh,
Westlana, offers a variety of programs
for older adults. The Web site
www.ciwestland.mius offers more
information. Calf (734) 722-7632.

Crochet & Knit
A crachet and knit group meets ¢:30
a.m. every Thursday at the Friendship
Center on Newburgh near Marquette.
Beverly Kaminski is the instructor.
Participants should bring a type “G”
crechet hook. Those interested can
sign up at the center’s front desk or
call (724) 722-7632.

B OR MELT,
8 CHIPS &
B SOUP BAR_

B ANY DINNER ENTREE",
8 INCLUDES CHOICE:
W SCUP BAR, e

¥ SALAD OR SLAW %\
[ . & DESSERT’ExcrudasNewYorksm'p Btea

6 HAMBURGERS

GRILLED ONIONS, PICKLES
CATSUP & MUSTARD

wig6.25
\
R

OUR HOMEMADE oo
LoD poTATo skns”™” "$3.50| |

HOURS MONDAY-_ ATURDAY 7AM 9PM » SUNDAY 7AM- 3PM_‘
465 INKSTER RD. - GARDEN CITY, I 43135 +(734) 5138351

a rarity in the mortgage bus

A CPA with over 26 years expex
accounting and finance, Mark bri
unique “total picture” perspective i
table, counseling borrowers on the
complex financing and tax implications
of their mortgage decisions.

(an your bank top this?

As owner of Allegro Home Loans in
Plymouth, Mark specializes in working
with first-time buyers with difficult credit,
income and savings issues. “QOur policy at
Allegro is to spend as much time as it
takes up front to learn about their

current financial situation in

order to craft a loan package

that works best. Then, as with : ‘ e
all of our clients, we stay - 5
with them through every ‘ Do
step of the process which,
for first-time buyers, can
sometimes seem
overwhelming. In fact, :
at Allegro e personally ' ' ' 1
attend all closings.” - o i

H Month Cerhflca’re of Deposﬂ'

3.75"

4-Month Certificate of Deposit
"~ Federally insured by NCUA |

Creative financing options. -
Responsive, personalized service;
Compemlve rates.

hen I left my bank for Community Choice

Credit Union, it was to get better treatment.

. Little did I realize I'd also earn inore interest on my

- L ' CDs. So, if you want great rates and one-on-one ;i
1-877-243-2528 : /

‘Livonia ® Redford

New branch 4t Ann Arbor Trail-
and Wayne Road now open

service, remember: the choice can be yours.

Call us tnday for yuu'r
FREE CONSULTATION §

COMMUNITY

Online B.iH Payment

Mengages

(hecking -

Finantlal Pllna!'mg internet Banking

“www.communitychoicecu.org

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of date of publication and is
subject to change, APY avallable only for Direct Choice Checking or Premium

Checking account holders, atherwise rate is reduced by 1/4. Minlmum balance ! h
of 5500 is required. Penalty for early withdrawal. Other terms available, e Cho ice Can Be Yours

670'S. Main Street » Plymouth, bl 48170 |
mark@atlegrohomeloans.com §

OED

Talk fo us.
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PARKS

dom and equality, even though
we didn’t have any then,” she

peace and equality will forever
serve as an example of the best

AUDIT

received have been less than

2.25 percent since Proposal A

diture side;” he said.

T

cult for sehools on the expen- .-

FROM PAGE Al said. of this country” FROM PAGE At was passed and have been sig- ° Superintendent Greg Baracy

Garden City Clerk/Treasurer Parks also fondly remembered The Detroit area is “honored” nificantly lower than the rate pointed out that the district ¥
Allyson Bettis wasnt born when  the Mount Zion African that Parks made this her long- But the problem facing the ofinflation. has implemented some $15 i
Parks refused to give up her seat, Methodist Episcopal Churchshe timehome, Ficano said. “Her district is one scheol officials “The district has done a ter-  million in cuts and that the '
but she heard about it fromher ° had attended in Alabama, say- living legacy will always be have been talking about for a rific job in planning foratime  cost of doing business in the ‘
parents and their friends. ing, “It was founded by former ~  treasured and remembered. long time: flat state school aid ~ when it gets more dire,” he district is in double digits. ;

“It was definitely something slaves, I loved that chu Mrs. Parks lived her life as an for three years and two vears said. “Because of that, you've “It’s time that the leaders in -
my parents talked about, they Parks’ death has prompted an ~ example for us all.” prorations as well as increases  been able to plan and make Lansing step up before dis-
still talk about it,” she said. “It outpouring of emotion world- State Rep. Jim Plakas, D- in retirement costs and health  cuts. But something hasto be  tricts start going into bank- i
was a significant part of their wide - not only from govern- Garden City, issued a statement  care. done about Proposal A” . ruptey;” he said. “They have an :
lives, of all our lives. It shows ment leaders but from everyday  saying that “Rosa Parks sat Accordlng to Higgins, retire-  Higgins added that some “obligation to adequately fund
that one little thing like alady people who say that Parks gave down onthebussoweasa ment costs, which were at 16.4  schools benefited in the begin-  education. If you look at the
being tired and fed up, changed  others the courage to face their nation can stand up today” percent as on Oct. 1, will eat ning under Proposal A, but four things mentioned, we're ;
America, changed our lives” own struggles. “She took a stand forjustice,”,  up $85 of the $175 per pupil * ‘now all districts “are in the in the hole $250 million and

U.8. Rep. John Dingell, D- _ “I remember very well when civil rights and equality for all,”  increase the district receives same boat.” that doesn’t include any other ;
Michigan, knew Parks and she refused to give up her seat”  Plakas said. “With her one act of from the state this budget year. “If the state is not able or aspects of our operaticn.” ;

called her “a wonderful citizen of

our state.”
“When Rosa Parks refused to
leave her bus seat, the world

Everett said. “I thought at that
time, here is a courageous per-
son who had heen told over and
over not 1o sit in certain seats,

civil disobedience, she brought
our nation together to fight
injustice and inequality, Her
entire life was dedicated to civil

He added that the state aid
increases the district has

willing to do something on the
revenue side, it makes it diffi-

smason@®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953212

stopped;” Dingell said inapre-  but she decided that day that rights and the fight for equality. R ' a1
pared statement. “That brave act  she wasn't moving.” V\%a are a better, %trongerq & g'? . M os t Covet ed M lnk %
inspired millions - black-and Wayne County Executive America because of Rosa Parks.” :
white - to recognize that weare  Robert Ficano issued a state- During the 1993 interview A lhew Qad/é? V2o, -
all created equal and all deserve  ment saying the world has with the Observer, Parks said . .
to have the same rights protect-  joined this area in mourning “a  race relations have improved Ultimate Registered 3
ed by law. ; gentle giant” but still need work. . Female i
“She was a great, decent, “As the mother of the civil “I try to always be optimistic ‘ : ‘ :
courageous lady,” Dingell said, rights movement, Mrs. Parks’ that we have agetter opportuni- - BlaCkglama Mln‘k Coats , ;
“and I know God willbekindto  quiet dignity, strength and grace  ty to do away with racism and Sizes 6-16
her soul” changed this nation forever,and  prejudice;” she said. “Within

In a 1993 interview with the
Obsmer, Parks said her fondest.
mernories were of her mother,
Leona.

“My mother beheved in free-

we are all better for it,” he said.
“She embodied the words ‘free-
dom’ and Justice’ and not just
through words but through
actions. Her commitment to

E> 1.877.2BUY.VZW

ourselves, we have to make up
our'minds that we will not hate
people because of their race,
religion or whatever.”
delem@oe-homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
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District governor praises local Rotary efforts (o-op Credit Union gets

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

District Gov. Jim Karolyi
didn’t get lost on his way to
Westland Rotary’s luncheon
last Thursday. He's been here
often before.

“T can come here without
worrying about where the sign
is,” said Karolyi, who arrived
with wife Jill for the annual
district governor’s visit Oct. 20.
The Rotarians meet 12:15 p.m.
each Thursday at Joy Manor
on Joy east of Middlebelt.

Karolyi, a Canton resident
and semiretired pediatrician,
praiséd l6eal Rotariars for
their efforts to serve the com—
munity. s

He cited such Westland
endeavors as the Toy Show
fund-raiser, Rotary Park,
Salvation Army support, schol-
arships for college students,
coats for needy kids and ongo-
ing work with Jefferson-Barns
and Lincoln elementaries,
“which is very commendable.”

“You do many, many things
that exemplify Service Above
Self)” Karolyi said. “We're pri-
marily here to serve our com-
munities.”

Karolyi cited the interna-
tional president’s emphases,
including literacy and water
management, Membership is
also a coricert, with-the service
organization boasting some 1.2

“miillion members worldw1de

support::

“More members means more
Service Above Self;” said
District 6400’ Karolyi.

Recruiting more women and
putting them in leadership
roles is another concern of the
international president, who's
{from Sweden, as are youth pro-
grams that aim at promoting
world peace and understand-
ing, he said..

Karolyi also touched on the
organization’s master’s degree
programs at world universities,
offering Peace Scholar degrees.

“They are the future peace-
makers of the world,” he said.

Rotarian Mary McGaw also
was recognized as a Paul -
Harris Eellow, for foundation
_Mem’ber Don

'Douglass, already a Fellow,

contributed in the name of his
late wife, a Wayne-Westland
elementary teacher, and was
lauded for his eontinued sup-
port.

After Karolyi spoke, member
Capt. Matt O'Neil of the
Wayne-Westland Salvation
Armydescribed his recent trip
south to aid Hurricane Katrina
victims in the Biloxi, Miss.,
area, where he and others did
pastoral care,

“I have seen Rotary tents
down there,” O'Neil said.

The shelter boxes, done w1th !

other organizations, included
such essentials as water purifi-
cation ta.blet,s and; Pots and

Listings for Clubs in Actior'shouid be

submitted in writing. They ¢an be
mailed fo Sue Mason at 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
(734) 591-7279 or by e-mail at sma-
sdi@os. homecomm.net, For more
infbrmation, call {734) 953-2112.
Génealogical society
The Western Wayne County
Genealogical Society meets the third
Manday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at
the Livonia Civic Park Senior Center
Bn Farmington Road, south of Five
Rile. Beginning geneelogy and com-
Puter cfasses start at 630 p.m. Guests
are weicome.
Hospital retirees
The Oakwood-Annapolis Retirees meet

CI.UBS IN ACTION

at1 poo. the fll’st Monday of the
month at Oakwood Hospltal Annapolis
Center, Venov at Howe in Wayne All

music jam 7-9 p.a. tie first and third
Thursday of theanenth at Good Hope

r

Garden City, Acaustic instruments

ki

include hammaged and mountain dut-

cimer, guitar, barg fiddle, harmonica,
concertina, autﬁ{sﬂrp, recorder, pen-
rywhistle, ukuléie and uprignt bass.
Call (734) 482~ 2@]32 or check out the
Web site at htta.ffqeocztms com/ssd-

somety
Westiand Rotary )
The Westland Rotary Club meei‘s 1215

Spirit of D‘é’f it horus tehearsals are
710 p.m. every TUesﬁay 3t St Paul's
Prestyterian Churchi Fivé Mile and
Inkster. The group is for women who
love to sing. It is active’ ;_chorus
competition. For information, call
(134) 1217742,
Sweet Adelines
+ The County Connection{Gh
Sweet Adelines Internatior
ing for wamen who tovék si
group sings a cappellaT

bershop style. Rehearsals are 6:45
p.m. Tuesdays at UAW Local 898 at
8975 Textite, Ypsitanti. For mare infor-
mation, call (734) 480-8843 or visit
wwiw.sweetadetines.org.

T.0.PS.
Teke Off Pounds Sensibly No. MI28, a
support group for sensibie weight{ -
loss, meets 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at
Good $hepherd Reformed Church,
Wayne Road and Hunter in Westland.
Call Jackie at (734) 722-7225.
B Take Off Pounds Sensibly No. MI53
meets at 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays at St.
John Episcopal Chureh, 555 S. Wayne
Road, Westland. Cali (734) 721-5023.
Cail Rosalie at (734) 728-0299 for
more information.

City of Garden Ci ty ™

County of Wayne
State of Michigan

ey

Board of Canvaséers Meeting

Plrvir ord b orow

PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

NOTICE OF

Wednesday, November 9, 2005

A public accuracy test will be conducted at the time and location
listed, for the putpose of testing the accuracy of the tabulating
equipment and programs which will be used to tabulate voted
ballots for the City General Election to be held on Tuesday,

This is your official notification of a Board of Canvassers meeting
which is scheduled for Wednesday, November 9, 2005 AT 1:00 PM. in
the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan to

consider the following:

November 8, 2005,
3 Adjournment.

Allyeoﬁ M. Bettis . -
City Clerk-Treasurer

Publish: October 27 & 30, 2005

1. Approval of the May 4, 2005 Board Minutes.

2. Ca.nvass and ﬂerhfy I‘esiilts of i:he Clty Generai Elect‘lon ﬂf A :

OEQ8381797

City Clerk
734-793-1620

Publish: Octaber 27 & 30, 2005

November 8, 2005 in Garden City, Wayne County, Michigan,

Location: Civie Center (City Hall)
6000 Middlebelt
Garden City, Michigan 48135
- Date: .. November 2, 2005
e " Wednesday
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Contact: . ' Allyson M. Bettis

QED8381794

Soccer Cages

Trampoline Center
Climbing Wall

Go.Karts

Klddle“TraZk

'%

% Falp

Perky’s Pizza
Birthday Parfies
ereless lnternet Cafe

Double Gamie/Token Prize Value

LASER TAG TOURNAMENT - CASH PRIZE
* Pizza 1/2 Price to Laser Players
* 5 Tokens / $1

Wednesday

PIZZA DINNER NIGHT

Homemade Perky’s Pizza iinciudes:
* Large Pizza +1topping ¢ Beverage for 4 people

‘Best To Work' for honor

Co-op Services Credit Union
has been named as one of
“Metropolitan Detroit’s 101
Best and Brightest Companies
To Work For,” an annual award
sponsored by the Michigan
Business & Professional
Association.

“A few years ago we estab-
lished a mission to hbecome an

" ‘employer of choice’ and imple-

mented several new training
and communication programs
to achieve this goal,” said
Anthony Carnarvon, CEO of
Co-op-Ser¥ices Credit Union.
“Our staff has worked very
hard and is very deserving of
this recognition.”

Companies selected for this
award are required to £ill out

" an extensive survey and are

awarded points based on a
variety of best practices in
human resource management.

Human rights

A Human Rights Film
Festival, “Four Nights in
November,” will be offered by
the Citizens for Peace and
Madonna University on
Wednesdays, Nov. 2, 9, 16 and
30. All movies will begin at
7:30 p.m. in Madonna
University’s Kresge Hall. «

The first film, to be shown
Nov. 2, is Oil Factor: Behind
the War on Terror, Narrated by
Ed Asner, this film explores
why Iraq was attacked by the
U.8., even though it was not a
threat, but has the second
largest oil reserves in the
world.

Forsaken Cries, an Amnesty
International Film showing on
Nov. 9, documents why and .
who is responsible for the
killing of close to one million
people in a planned and sys-
tematic genocide in Rwanda,
and why the international
community failed to respond.
The carnage continues today in
Sudan’s Darfur region.

Of special interest to Livonia
residents is Wal-Mart: The
High Cost of Low Price. Set

70 Truals

FAMILY OWNED &

Co-op. Services Credlt Union
has mote than 100 employees
and recently celebrated its 50th
anniversary.

“With the programs we've
implemented, it has also
helped us to improve the level”
of service that we deliver both
internally and externally to our
members,” added Carnarvon,

Headquartered in Livonia,
Co-op Services Credit Unicn
has approximately 43,000
members and maintains
branch offices in Dearborn,
Livonia, Walled Lake,
Westland and Downriver.

Members also have access to
any of 23 Family Service
Center shared branches located
throughout Michigan,

For more information visit
the credit union Web site at
www.cscu.org or call (800)
321-8570.

film fest set

for 7:30 p.m. Nov. 16. This
behind the scenes look at the

. world’s biggest corporation is
‘scheduled to be seen simulta-

neously throughout the coun-
try by more\tha.n 1,900
groups. .

On Nov. 30, the movie
Slavery: 4 Globdl{nvestzgatzon
reveals the plight of an esti-
mated 27 million people who
are held in bondage — more

slaves than at any other time in -

history. They are working in
factories, building roads, weav-
ing carpets. If they are chil- -
dren, they may be forced to be
soldiers or become sex slaves.
Opportunities for discussion
will follow each film, A $5
donation per film is requested.

There is ample, free, well-
lighted parking available at the
Madonna University campus,
located at the intersection of
the 1-96 freeway {Schoolcraft)
and Levan Road in Livonia. -
The public is invited to all of
these films.

For information, call Colleen
Mills, (734) 425-0079.

Licensed and Insured
Michigan State Lic. 71-01599
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e Cinnamon Sticks ¢ 20 Game Room tokens
$18 (Value of $23.00)

Purchase 1 Hot Sub sm. soft drink and
a bag of chips for $5.00

Thursday
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4. from Fairhurst Press, now in its second

‘Author's opt|m|st|c
about Hon Land peace

BY JUL]E BROWN
STAFF WRTER
Dorothy Drummond remembers her third
trip to the Holy Land, seeing Arab dwellers
and Israeli soldiers in close proximity in
Jerusalem. She wondered why peace could
. only be maintained at gunpoint, and why the
-entire world is involved in the conflict in the
place so holy to Judaism, Chnst:a.mty and
Islam. _
Drummond, a retired geography professor
at Indiana State University, kept a journal
which her family and friends urged her to
publish. She expanded it with considerable
historical detail and Holi Land, Whose Land

‘revised edition, is the result.

T am optimistic,” she said of peace in the
~region where the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
hastost.so.many hves. “I think wehave a
chance for peace now.” She cited the successor
- to Yasser Arafat, Mahmoud Abbas, who was
" “elected by 67 percent of his people.

“That’s such a promising thing,” said
Drummond, a Terre Haute, Ind., resident who
recently spoke to the Plymouth A.M, Rotary.
“I think that’s just a wonderful affirmation.”

On Oct. 20, Abbas met with President
George W. Bush in Washington, D.C.
Drummond has great hope that Abbas can
subdue more militant elements of the
Palestinians, and come to the table with
Israel’s Ariel Sharon, with the U.S. playing a
vital role as peacemaker.

_ She’s visited the Holy Land three times, the
first in 1958 when Israel was 10 years old. She
and her husband, also an Indiana State facul--
ty member (he had basketball’s Larry Bird as
a student), were returning from a Fulbright
program. “That was a very good experience.”

Her more recent visits include 1994 and
2000, seeing Jordan and Israel. Drummond
found a lot of material on the Middle East,
but noted there’s not much offering a com-
plete account for the layperson.

She kept in mind the college freshmen she’s
taught, people who are bright but have to
digest a lot of information. Drummond, of a
Christian background, wrote to keep interest.

She has sympathies for both sides in the
contlict, and believes the U.S. should serve as
peacemaker. Drummond said broadcast
sound bites need to be accurate.

“You can condense anything meaningfully,
You have to start by being knowledgeable”

Her book includes a number of maps,
I .

Dorothy Drummand has been pleased with reaction to
her book on the Holy Land, where she has visited
three times.

She recently spoke to high school teachers
in Birmingham, Ala., who were interested in
incorporating her book into their dorriculum.
She agreed high school students and older
Americaris should learn about the region, as
it’s involved in the 9/11 attacks, airport securi-
ty, and other policy issues of our time.

Drummond, former president of the
National Council for Geographic Education,
has been pleased with reaction to her book,
the current edition of which came out shortly
before Arafat’s death. The book, subtitled
Modern Dilemma, Ancient Roots, is available
in The Book Cellar & Cafe on Ann Arbor Trail

" in Plymouth and other area bookstores,
Information can also be found onlme at
www.dorothydrummond.com.,

“It’s all involved in this very critical issue,”
she said, urging people to become more
informed about the Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict.

She predicted the withdrawal from the
Gaza in her book, and has seen other long-
term trends she continues to follow.

i

Science teachers hold convention

| .
| ‘

The Metropolitan Detroit Science Teachers
Association (MDSTA) will hold its annual con-
vention, 8 a.m. to 3:30pm. Saturday, Oct. 29, at
Lawrence Technological University on the cor-
ner of 10 mile and the Lodge Expressway in
Southfield, Mmhlgan.

This year over 600 teachers and college stu-
dents are expected to attend. At the conference,
participants have a choice of over 110 seminars
to attend and view the products and services of
over 45 vendors. A few of the talks will include:
Grant writing, environmental topics, chemistry
inquiry, glow in the dark demonstrations, GPS

and the U.S. Naval Academy to study oceanog-
raphy, or even various conservation and envi-

Dr. Nancy Songer from the University of
Michigan and Mr. David Bydiowski from RESA -
and Science Explosion.

year membership in MDSTA, while a student
registration is only $25. On site registration is
an additional $10. Register online at
www.mdsta.org. or on the day of the conventmn

i i
| . |
| ANY COMPLEYE |
| GARAGE, KITCHEN !
| |
! |

OR BATH

_ With coupon only. _
! Coupon may not be combined with |
| any other ofter, Expires 12:31-05 |
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'FOR A FREE
E‘S'I'IHA'I‘E-CMI.

Accordihg to U.S. News & World Report/NCQA, Care Choices
is one olf “America’s Best Health Plans.”"* That’s because Care
Choices? offers a great plan and outstanding customer service.

Care Chmces members have access to:

* More th--an 6,000 physicians and 39 hospitals

» Self-referral for routine OB/GYN care

® Easy ac¢ess to specialty care that’s been
rated #1 in the nation

. Preventive care to help keep you well

*» Disease management programs for _
asthma, cardiac, diabetes and depression

* Discounits on Weight Watchers? fitness :
clubs anQd’ more

Care Chojces gives you the options

you need|to make your health care work

better for you. If you're tooking for one

of the finkst health care plans in the

nation, look no further than Care Choices.

Doesn’t ynur family deserve the best?

To learn more, ask your emp[oyer
visit WWW i"éﬁ'@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ“%% com

Ces

A MEMBER OF ¢ TRINITY HEALTH

*America's Best Health Plane” |s @ trademark of LLS, News & World Report, 53325 10/1%/2005 P‘DFOEO&SEM@B

[ 8108PER030

in the classroom, learn about a free trip to Japan
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OUR VIEWS

Consider benefits
of school plan

The Livonia Public Schools’ so-called Legacy Initiative
is a proposal that, if approved, will bring about a seismic
shift in the district’s landscape.

There are some concerns, put many posmve aspects to
the proposal and it will be interesting to see how it’s
received by the community. We hope district parents take
the time to consider the benefits of these proposed
changes, knowing that major district change is needed.

There’s no denying the massiveness of this plan. First,
the long-touted concept of neighborhood schools has been
sacrificed, replaced by the concept of spending dwindling
school dollars to keep or bring back educational programs
that parenis and staff feel are best for the youngsters. We

agree with the committee that, when it comes to a choice,.

spending money to educate kids is better than spending
money to heat, light, maintain and staff a building,

Of course, closing schools is a big deal for many people
in this district, especially those who see a school just
down the block from their house and want it to stay open.
Unfortunately, the days of neighborhood schools have

" fallen victim to sinking enrollments and school district

revenue that can't keep pace with health care and retire-
ment costs for staff.

It may sound like an oxymoron but this plan does find a
positive side to closing seven schools. Jt protects the lower
class sizes and teaching staff, while restoring opportunities
for more foreign language, music and physical education
classes that had been lost to previous years’ budget cuts.

Creating new upper elementary schools for grades five-
six creates those extra opportunities, allowing the district
to better utilize teachers and providing a way to move
sixth-graders out of the lower elementary schools but not
into the middle schools. That is something that staff and
parents have said is important across the district. The fact
that these new buildings will be run like elementary
buildings also seems an important factor.

Yes, more children will spend more time on school
buses - and those details are among the higgest concerns
and questions for parents, as they should be,

What shouldn’t be questioned, though, is the actual
municipality of the building children will be attending.
Livonia Public Schools is a qua.llty district, with quality

~ schools and staff, whether it’s in north Livonia, south

Livonia or Westland. The fact that two of the upper ele-
mentary buildings are across Joy Road and actually locat-
ed in Westland -~ and we've heard this concern already -
is not a reasonable concern. These are the same students
who would be grouped together in high schoot anyway.

Overall, it seems that this committee took some bold
steps and found creative solutions to this most difficult
task. They focused on keeping and improving some of the
best things about the district, while listening to the prior-
ities of district parents. One key issue is keeping school
communities together.

This plan is expected to save $1.5 million to $2 million or
more each year and keep the district from facing massive
and disruptive program cuts and school closmg proposals.
every year at budget time. By facing the pain all at onee and

spreading it equally across the district, the school system

can get on with the business of educating kids.

While this plan is considered and the community
responds, we hope parents; staff and school officials will
keep in mind what's best for all our students.

Lawmakers should focus on
problems, not getting re-elected

Now that the state Legislature has avoided (at least temporar-

ily) the latest budget crisis and is settling in for its new session, it

is time to help set some priorities for our elected officials,

With bad economic news a seemmgly datly occurrence for
out state, the first thing our leaders in Lansing need to do is
pledge to actually do their jobs and not spend the time
between now and next November trying to get re-elected,

What is needed is a comprehensive, bipartisan effort to
solve the many eritical issues facing our state. This will be
even more difficult to do in an election year, but our state
samply cannot afford to wait out another election cycle to
take on these challenges.

Despite pledges from Democrats and Republicans alike,
structural deficiencies in the state budget have not been
resolved. The state is still spending more money than it
takes in. We don't expect either side to discuss tax increas-
es during an election year, but somebody needs to have the
political intestinal fortitude to at least begin the conversa-
tion of what can be done long term to correct this issue.

Instead of enduring another round of political claptrap
and attack ads, it is time for this state’s voters to demand
better representative government, and make those politi-
cians who refuse to do so pay with their jobs.
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Swistal is well-qualified

Once again it’s time to vote for the
Westland council and mayor. Again it’s a
hard decision for many of us to make.
Unfortunately, I fear the voter turnout
will not be as it should be in a country as
ours. Every person old enough to vote
should be registered and should vote. We
are loosing so many of our rights only
because so few of us stand up and speak
out with that vote.

All though it’s wonderful to see all the
flag waving it would be better to see all
the wavers at the polls. Remember to
vote Nov. 8.

As usual it’s a hard decision as to who
1o vote for, Elenor Swistak is more then
qualified. She is a no nonsense, admin-
istrator when it comes to a matter of
business, yet she does have a very good
sense of humor. She is also a kind and
caring person. All good qualities for
mayor.

She also has a degree in accounting,
was the first female claims adjuster for
AAA, worked in engineering for
Michigan Bell and many, many other
qualities. Most important is she is con-

stantly learning and researching so many -

things. In other words she is master at
multitasking. .

She gets my vote and 'm sure many,
many others.

After attending Meet the Candidates
I'm even more determined to see the
Good QOle Boy politicking out of
‘Westland, So when you vote please
know the candidates and vote informed
and not by name recognition. The same
old politicians voted in over and over is
not good government . Just because it’s
always been that way doesn’t mean it
should stay that way.

We need fresh new ideas and faces to
progress as a community. If you look
around business as usual is not working,
So get out and vote. You can make the
difference.

Judy McKinney
concerned voter

Cuts will hurt middie class

Congressional Republicans want us to
believe that the federal programs they
are trying to citt in this week’s budget
process don't affect most of us; this is
simply not true.

Among other things, they are aiming
to cut billions of dollars from student
loans. As a college student from a low-
income family, this will directly impact
me and my mother {who is also trying to
complete her college education).

Republicans also want to slash
Medicaid funding, which would fur-
ther inhibit my ability to complete col-
lege and make meaningful contribu-
tions to my community, as I would
have to take on a third job to pay for

more of my paraplegic father’s medical

expenses.

Congress should reject the Republican
budget because it goes against so many
basic American values, directly discour-
aging the pursuit of higher education,
indirectly discouraging civil participation
by preventing the upkeep of our citizens’

LETTERS

health and education, and keeping mid-
dle/working-class families from having
any chance to pursue happiness.
Nancy E. Hetrick
Westland

No one wins with LPS plan

Demographics Committee: We are
parents of two children who currently
attend Kennedy Elementary School. Gur
son is in the fourth grade and will be
effected by the move to Johnson School.

The most rewarding investment we
malke is in regards to our children’s wel-
fare and education. It is our responsibili-
ty as parenis to raise our children in a
safe and inspiring environment. The
largest monetary investment we make is
the purchase of our home.

Most residents have chosen their home
purchase for the same reasois. It was
our impression that the city of Livonia
allowed condos to be built so that empty
nesters who still wanted to reside in
Livonia could do so; and new families

- could purchase the homes. What will

happen to the value of our homes in the
Kennedy and Hull Elementary area -
they will decrease in value! New families-
that are looking to move to the Livonia
area will do so because of the school dis-
trict; they will not be looking to send
their children to a school in Westland.
‘Where does that leave us?

We can understand the fiscal respon-
sibility that the school district is facing,
we appreciate the district’s concern of
putting the children’s’ education first
and foremost; we do not oppose the
changes in the curriculum or the move
of fifth and sixth graders to another
school. However, it is unnerving that

" our children will be sent to a school five

miles away in Westland! If we wanted
o buy a house in Westland, we would
have!

We chose to purchase in Livonia
because of the excellent reputation of the
school district, We chose our home
because of the proximity of Kennedy.
Elementary School. We want our chil-
dren to experience walking to and from
school, a safe and friendly community,

" playing with the neighborhood children”

after school. Twelve minutes have been
added to the school day this year, and

next year our 10- and I1-year-olds will -~

have another 80 minutes of their day
taken from them due to a bus schedule.
This does not seem fair!

Qur children will not be bused five
miles away to a neighboring city! The
city will either lose us as residents {(which
means losing our tax money) or the
school distriet will lose the funding for
our two children. Either way, no one
seems to wir.

L Craig and Cindi Armbruster

~ Livonia

Hi_storf questioned

It is unfortunate that Leonard Poger

{Oct. 13 letter) is more concerned about .

spreading revisionism than truth when
discussing the tragic Palestinian-Isracli |
conflict. He implies the tiring argument
that Jordan is Palestine by going into a -

. amepted Israel 5 exlstence on 78 percenf

.
_Mail:

. Livonia, Mf 48150

(734) 5917279 -

- E-mail.

historical rendition of how Jordan was ot

_ split off from Palestine by the British. = ‘ ,

That's true, but the Middle East, in. . e
general, was an experiment for many - "8
colonial powers in terms of carving up -3
land or setting up boundaries without'. * ', 5 o0
concern for indigenous peoples. Need we'+
bring up Britain’s conquest of Iraq and o
the subsequent problems raised? . 0 o

Jordan is a sovereign countryand © +%

i
1
o
R

B o

Palestinians completely respect this, It -
would be helpful for Poger to remember "+
that none of today’s Palestinian refugees < ;
came from areas within Jordan. But they o
were forced out of their homes in areas” *
affected by Israel’s creation in 1948 and {
offensive war in 1967, 'L"
Interestingly, he expects Arab states to-:
pay for the actions of Israel when hedig="+*
cusses Palestinian refugees. Nobody has
taught the world more about righting the
wrongs of the past than the Jewish peo- =
ple, and they should be applauded. for
their continued demands for justice.:: - -
What I find puzzling is why this - !
Palestinian demand for justice is demed :

.by Israel and her supporters? Or is _}us-

tice a luxury for select groups? . -
As to the “many opportunities” to cre— '
ate a Palestinian state, I find this amus- -: -
ing. The 1947 UN Partition Plan Poger
refers to would have allotted about. 55"
percent of the land for a Jewish staté’ * '; :
even though there was less than 10 per-_ -
cent Jewish ownership. And about 45
percent of the land would have gonete |
the Palestinian Arabs who owned at least; |
90 percent of the land. Is it any wander
that it was rejected? .
Finally, it is important to note that :
despite these facts, Palestinians have

that’s pretty generous. But 1nstea.d
the expansmn of Israeli settlemen

must stop.

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your Jetters to the editor.
include your name, address and phone:ni
for verification. We ask that.your lette
words or fess. We may edit for clantv Spal
and content,

o

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft

Fax:

smason@oe.homecomm.net

“We'ré not talking about substance abusers, We're talking about friends and families, people who have lost their obs,

QUOTABLE

seniors who have too much of the month left at the end of the check.”

— The Rev. Michael Enersen, about the closing of 8 warming center for the homeless and soup kitchen at Fuil Goépe
Temple in Westland last week L
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Economic apocalypse

at is shaping up as a likely economic apoc-
alypse is descending on Michigan:

B Northwest Airlines and Delphi Corp.
are already in Chapter 11 bankruptcy It would be
surprising if their example wasn't followed by at
least some other supply chain companies — and
perhaps even auto manufacturers,

8 The labor contracts between the auto mdus—
try and the United Auto Workers are in the
process of being drastically renegotiated, whether
through collective bargaining or by order of the
bankruptcy court. The systern that for decades
provided high wages, gold-plated
health care coverage and gener-
ous pensions ¥s ending.

M The city,of Detroit and the
Detroit school system are teeter-
ing on the brink of insolvency.

Economic life as we have come
‘to know it is changing, drastically -
and quickly. For the auto industry,
at least, an era is ending. And
what's fascinating is not how fast
" things are movmg now, but how
long it’s taken for an economic system based on an
unsustainable business model to come unglued.

That now-cbsolete model was based on a work
force with high costs and low skills, which the
industry was able to aiford thanks to high produc-
tion and closed markets. Those days have ended.

What is happening just now is the consequence
of 4 perfect storm hitting the auto industry much
faster and much harder than anybody expected.
Some of the elements are:

B Double-digit increases in the cost ofhealth care.

B Sharply increased material costs for items such
as steel, metals and plastics, Much of this is the result
of rapidly rising demand from China and India.

W A spike in the price of oil, the result of world-
wide demand outstripping supply, aggravated by
the effects of Hurricane Katrina, _

B The related rapid rise in the cost of gasoline.
This has led to plummeting demand for trucks
and SUVs, the domestic auto industry’s most
profitable offerings.

Every storm is heralded by a thunderbolt. In
this case, it was Delphi CEO Steve Miller’s deci-
sion to put his company into bankruptey — and
his admirable candor about why. His assertion
that the way the entire doméstic auto industry
has done business is simply not sustainable
focused intense attention on the crisis.

Within the next few days, General Motors obtained
billion-dollar health cost rollbacks from the UAW,

So what does it all mean?

First, it means the end of a long, stable era for
Michigan. For more than half a century, the auto
industry and the UAW collaborated in a business
model that consisted of the manufacturers sup-

Phif

escends on Michigan

plying vehicles at a given cost and quality to -
essentially a closed domestic market. The union

_built the cars, and got ever-increasing wages and

health care and pension benefits.in return.

Once foreign manufacturers figured out how
vulnerable the U.S. auto market was to competi-
tion, they built new manufacturing plants that
paid workers at mdustry—vnde scale, but avoided
the vast “legacy costs” of health care and pensions.-

These competitive pressures are now breaking
down this cozy system. Some of the demolition is
happenmg immediately; more will take place when
existing labor contracts are renegotiated in 2007,

Second, the new reality almost certainly deals a
death blow to the remnants of private “defined ben-
efit” health care and pension plans. In a defined
benefit system, the employer undertakes to provide
workers and retirees with a certain level of health
care and pension payments, regardless of cost.

This will be replaced by “defined contribution”
plans, in which employers contribute a defined
amount to these plans. Any shortfalls in cost or cov-
erage are thereby shifted to the workers or retirees.

The defined benefit model for generations has

- been the prevailing system for all kinds of “security

blanket” social benefits, both from the private and
the public sector, They include pensions, health
care, Medicaid and a list that goes on and on.

Over the next few years, I suspect, defined ben-
efit programs will become extinct, not orily in
Michigan, but nationwide.

The social and political consequences could be enor-
mous, Consider, for example, the feelings of anger and
disappointment of thousands of families that consid-
ered themselves solidly middle class, but who are now
suddenly threatened with sharply reduced pensions
and vastly increased health care expenses,

Historically, the most volatile group in any
society is that which finds itself “de-classed” —
i.e, pushed down from one class to another — by
events beyond its control.

The UAW has pointed out, for example, that
the $10 an hour wages demanded by Delphi's
Miller amount to $20,800 a year, less than half
the median income in America.

It won't do much to assuage workers’ anger,
but perhaps the first “defined contribution” fringe
benefit the auto and parts companies should give
their workers and retirees is a copy of Thomas
Friedman’s new book The Earth Is Flat.'

It’s the best presentation yet of how the rapidly
globalizing world economy is shaking all previous
assumptions about economic competition. It’s a
message that everybody now working anywhere
needs to learn — and take to heart.

Phil Power is a iongtime abserver of politics, economics and
education issues in Michigan. He would be pleased o hear
from readers at ppower@hcnnet.com.

custom
or bath

'OEO0E37 7423

Fducation system can learn a lot

from Emperor S

am quite certain most readers of this
newspaper are familiar with the story
about The Emperor's New Clothes.
Remember the skillful robbers, disguised as
weavers? They convinced a whole town,
including the emperor, that his new clothes
were beautiful. Of course, in reality, the
poor emperor was dressed in nothing at all.
He looked quite foolish.

Afmnerica’s public schools can learn much
from this wonderful story written by Hans

. Christian Andersen.

Standardized testing is robbing our
schools of something that is very precious,
something that cannot be replaced. Our
schools are being robbed of
time. Time to learn. Time to
teach. Time to think. Time
to create.

The amount of time that
is now spent on administer-
ing standardized tests
. throughout cur country’s
public schools is robbing
" our children of time that
can never be recovered.

In the Plymouth-Canton
school district, third-grade students will
spend approximately six weeks of a 42-
week school year taking standardized tests.
Why? For what purpose?

Those who purport to know what is best
for America’s schools will say it is to make
sure our children are learning. Business
leaders demand that schools be competi-
tive, After all, that’s how business does it.

George )

. Others scream for accountability. More -

tests, more accountability.

It seems of late almost anything can be
done to students and schools, as long as it’s
done in the name of “raising standards” or
“accountability” Adequate yearly progress
(AYP) is just one example. AYP is part of

"Michigan’s School Report Card system.

If Tonda Elementary School, where I am
principal, comes in with low MEAP scores
this school year, we won’t receive recogni-
tion for AYP. I guess it’s irrelevant that the
test was given in the fall this year instead of
late winter. It doesn't matter that third-
‘graders have to take the MEAP test now for
the first time, thanks to No Child Left
Behind legislation.

So what if some children who take the
test are not even close to being fluent in the
English language?

The special education students? Why,
with all of the accommodations provided,
certainly their score is an accurate measure
of their cognitive development. Hey, some
special education students even get to take
a completely different test. I'm still not sure

New Clothes'

what that’s all about.

And, if history proves tobea good
tea.cher, next year's MEAP test will be very
different from the 2005 model.

Respected educators, neuroscientists and
child psychologists from across the globe
agree young learners can have as much as a
three-year difference in the development of
their brains. It is unrealistic to hold each
learner to a specific standard or group
norm that ignores what we know about
neuroscience. Standardized testing does
just that.

Please consider this in the context of a
fourth-grade classroom here in Plymouth-
Canton, where the average chronological

- ageis 9. An educational system powered by

standardized testing lumps this classroom .
into one pile, disregarding individual brain
development, spits out scores from highest
to lowest and says to a school, “Way to go”
or “You have failed.”

Rather than spending money on stan-~
dardized testing ($48 million was paid to
an outside company to manage the MEAP
test over the next three years), wecould . .
hetter serve our children by spending i
money on researching, planning, imple- -
menting and coerdinating effective educa-

. tional practices that help all children, in all

environments, succeed in school.

We are a very busy society. We are almost
frantic in our desire to do what is best, _
especially for our children, I suggest the
public educational system in this country -2
has become frantic. Frantic at the feet of
emperors wearing new clothes.

Enough. The emperor is not wearing any

LAk

clothes. We are being duped.

Conasider this. “It is not enough to be
busy,” Henry David Thoreau once remarked.
“The question is, what are we busy about?”
Let’s get busy doing what is right for our
children, for our schools and for our future.

‘We must respond to clever robbers and
emperors dressed in new clothes.

We must question ideas, legislation, laws
and programs that serve no purpose except ' .
to compare children and tear down an edu-
cational system that already struggles terri-- *
bly under the weight of apathy, poor fund-
ing and misguided leadership.

We must turn away the robbers who are
trying desperately to steal our children’s .
love for learning. We must not dress our
leaders in the emperor’s new clothes.

Instead, let’s clothe them in the truths
about teaching, learning and a place called
school. .

George Belviteh is principal at Tonda Elementary
School, He can be reached at (734) 416-6100.
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:‘HAencies are ready to help with

‘soaring home heating costs

- BY ALEX LUNDBERG
. STAFF WRITER

With cold weather on the
way and home heating prices
guaranteed to be higher than
they've been in decades, public
assistance organizations are
putting the word out that
there’s help, advice and cash
available to get people through
the coming Michigan winter.

The Salvation Army, the
Michigan Public Service -
Commission and The Heat
And Warmth fund held a press
conference last week to let
people know there are many
avenues of help available to
get heating assistance this
year.

Salvation Army Maj.
Norman Marshall said
between the recent hurricanes
in the Gulf of Mexico and the
global market for petroleum
producets, it’s going to be
expensive to heat a home this
winter.

~“The rising cost of utilities

Make house ready, efficient for

The cold is coming, but
before you go out and buy a
space heater for your living
room, there are other smaller
steps that can make your house
more heat-efficient and save
money during the winter.

B Clean or replace furnace
filters regularly, in accordance
with the manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations.

M Install weather stripping
around doors and seal win-
dows with plastic to keep

will impact every Michigan
household,” he said. “The
increase is expected to be
between $40 and $60 (a

month), but I think that’s con-

servative.”

MPSC Chairman I. Peter
Lark said he would be making
tours of the state to put the
word out about the resources
— both in terms of advice and
aid — the state has to offer.

He said people are going to
need all the help they can get.

“The winter energy apprais-
al predicts that heating costs
will increase to $187 a month,
based on a 1,200- to 1,800-

‘square-foot home,” Lark said.

“That’s $59 over last year,
assuming we have an average
winter.”

Whatever passes for average
(last winter was slightly
warmer than the one before it)
prices have been slowly
marching upward since the
turn of the century. The aver-
age ¢ost to heat that hypothet-
ical home was $88 in 2002,

warm air from leaking out of
the house through cracks.
M Lower the thermostat on

your water heater. A setting of .

120 degrees is comforta.ble for
most uses.

W Add 1nsu1at10n to attics
and walls if needed.

B Install a programmable
thermostat that automatically
dials the temperature down at
night and when nooneisat -
home.

M Insulate your hot water
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» Grandparents & Seniors Sale
: chigan’s Largest Selection Of Traditional Toys

Too Young?
Snag A Senior
& Share Their

Savings!

B cl'il;ck Us Out..,
Hsa!lmeat‘l'oys.ccm

The Doll Hospltal & Toy Soldier Shop |, cry.. FINALDAYS. ENDS10:31/05
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115
Mon-Wed 10-5:30, Th 10-8:30, Fri & Sat 10-5:30

in-stock, in-store items, Doss not apply to
previous purchase. Cannot combine ofiers.

Westland, Mi -

ar Accident injuries are often

misunderstood. The pain from
sutomobile accident injuries can last
weeks, months, even years down, Aftér
an accident, many feel frustrated
because they don’t know how they
should feel, how long it should take to
get better and what they should do. A

accident victims that reveals...

“Still Aching From Your
Car Accident?”

v A common condition that keeps

+ How to detennine if yo may already

¥ How to protect yourself from

frec report has recently been available to

many accident victirns from every
feeling normal again.

have this seldom discussed condition.
insurance company abuse...
To get a copy of this free report,

Call 1-800-888-744-2225
(Toll-free 24 hr, recorded message)
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veaching for your gizgses...

Candm.-ﬂya Keratoplasly (CK), Is the lagles! advancement in
 Kislon correction approved by the FDA. CK is the first non-laser
mcedure o reduce your dependency on reading glasses!

CK is minimally, Invasive, takes only & few mipules end

requires only syadrop aresthesls.

i Trust yours syes lo the doelors that have

performed refractive surgery longer than- .
ANYDNE In the country. Your eyes are ltm
imgortant nnr fe.

HICH!GGAH EYECARE INSTITUTE

ology with a Persortad Touch

1-800-676-EYES

or see what our patients are saying at

- www.micheyecare.com.
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join us in this community drive
ect new oy gently used coats,
hats, gloves, mittens and blankets to
kaep kids warm this winter.
All donations will be distributed to
families living in public housing in
Wayne County an November 5, 2005.

*{Er totns oty &st s
 (734) 812-4502
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(&)

$114 in-2003 and $128 last
year. A potential bright spot:
Michigan has the eighth-low-
est natural gas prices in the
country. '

Still, there are a lot of simple
things to do to reduce the
impact of higher gas prices.

“Now is the time to start
planning and take easy steps
to minimize the costs,” Lark
said. “Dial down the thermo-
stat and put up weather strip-

‘ping. A programmable ther-
maostat costs $40 and can save
that much money in the first
month.”

The programmable thermo-
stat dials itself down at night
and during the day when no
one is at home. Every degree
cooler a house is, he said, rep-
resents a 3-percent reduction
in heating cost.

He also said utility compa.-
nies offer payment plans that
can prevent people from being
cut off in the middle of the
cold season. The MPSC has
given out $150 million since

storage tank and pipes, it
don't cover the thermostat.
There are also multiple
avenues for people who need
more than weather stripping
and plastic on the windows.
B The Michigan Public
Services Commission, in creat-
ing the Winter Protection
Plan, has made $41 million in
grants available to seniors,
people receiving assistance
from the Michigan
Department of Human

2002 in the form of grants to
heating-related aid organiza-
tions and he said that onlya
third of the people who qualify
for that aid ever ask for it.

Kathy Walgren of The Heat
and Warmth fund (THAW),
said her organization was cre-~
ated during the last energy cri-
sis and continues to this day
helping low-income people
keep the heat on during the
cold months,

She said when people can’t
pay to heat their homes the
right way, they turn to more
dangerous alternatives like
kerosene heaters and candles.
The number of people in that
situation is expected to rise.

“There's the traditional
group of the continually
unemployed and there’s the
working poor,” Walgren said.
“But the fastest-growing seg-
ment of the ‘poor’ population
are people who are 150 to 200
percent over the poverty line,
These are people who've never
looked for help before.”

winter

Services and those below 150
percent of the poverty level.

B Michigan Home Heating
Credit forms, from the
Michigan Department of
Treasury, will be available by
the end of January wherever
tax forms are located. Forms
have to be filled out by Sept.
30, 2006, .

Conservation tips can be
found at www.energysavers.org
or by calling the MPSC at
{800) 292-9555. )
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Experts discuss
Rouge River issues -

The Rouge River, which
was once a synonym for

“trban environmental prob-

lems, has become one of
Michigan's leading exam-
ples of progressive urban
land use policy over the last
15 years.

That's according to organ-
izers of Rouge 2005, which
will feature reports on the
status of the Fiver and its
watershed by elected offi-

cials, environmental profes- :

siohals and comrtiun
leaders at a meeting at. the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn at 9 a.m.

- Saturday, Oct. 29,

The meeting will end at
noon with the dedication of
the Rouge River Gateway
Greenway Trail, a path’
through the campuses of
Henry Ford Community
College and UM-Dearborn,
connecting Hines Drive and
the Wayne County parks
with the entertainment and
shopping districts in west
Dearborn.

Rouge 2005 is the 15th
consecutive report to Rouge
River watershed stakehold-
ers who have worked
together to clean up the
river and expand the
region’s capacity to make

‘the Rouge a recreational

and environmental asset to

the community. The Rouge .

River watershed spans
approximately 438 square -
miles, and is home to more
1.5 million people in 48
communities and & coun-
ties.

“Thanks to the bipartisan

work in Michigan’s congres-: ' -
sional delegation, led by

. Gateway Parinership.

-businesses, cultural and aca-~
*demic institutions and gov+.

 the cleanup of the Rouge

v

John Dingell, what once was -
one of the most polluted
rivers in the country has -
become much cleaner over
the past 20 years,” according
to Edward Bagale, vice
chancellor for government
relations at the Uniiversity of -
Michigan-Dearborn and co- ;
chair of the Rouge River
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The Rouge River Gateway .=
Partnership is a coalition of .
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‘erninental agencies along:
the Rouge River.
Much of the progress on

v o

has been spurred by the
Rouge River National Wet
Weather Demonstration
Project, a cooperative gffort
among federal, state and
local agencies supported by
grants from the U.S. - *
Environmental Protection -
Agency and additional fund- .
ing from local communities. -
The EPA grant has been
managed by Wayne County
since 1992 and county exec- 3
utive Robert Ficano willbe
one of the speakers at the
session,

Other speakers wﬂl
include Gloria Jeff, director
of the Michigan.
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Charter One

Not your typical bank®

o, the rate is not a typo

Let’s talk Home Equ1ty Loans

| Not only is our Home-Equity Loan rate great, it’s fixed. So if
rates rise, you’re locked in at a low rate for the life of the loan,
guaranteed. And the application‘,proc‘:ess couldn’t be easier. There
are no application fees, points or ctosing costs. Plus, whether you

apply in person or over the phone, one of our bankers can help get you

80% APR avallzble 1urqu fying properties in 1L, IN, Mi and H witha ioa-to-value (LTV) of 85 or less for loans of $10,000 to $249,599, or an LTV of 80% or lase for ioans of $250,000 o mors, with auto-dedustion

an answer in just minutes. This just might be one of the easiest financial decisions you’ll ever make,

To apply, visit any of our 124 Michigan branches, go to charterone.com or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Il

3000 Hively Rd. 14600 Farmingtor Rd. from Circle Checking and a 10-year term. An euity lcan of $10,000 with a 10-year term &t 5.80% APR resuits in 120 monthly payments of $310.01. Other rates and terms available, Rates and terms vary by property fyps,
(Between Cherg Hilt aﬁd‘ M\‘cmqan Suiie 106 foast amount and LTV ratio. Offer subject to change without notice. 1- to 4-faimily owner-accupled properties only. Progarty instrance raquired. Fload insurance may be regilred. Trust revisw fees ranging fram $85 to $175
Livania appiy for properties held in trust. Not avellabie far homes surrently for sale of intended to be sold within six months of closing. Al aceounts and services are subjeot to individual approval. Answet ia minutes apP"ﬂme io
{ 734-728—3400 734-525-9588 ]

campletad oan applications submitted at bransh or by phone, and §mited Bours apply. Sea a hanker for datals. & Equal Houslng Lender.
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