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Got the spirit

Wayne Memorial High School mathematics teacher Marji Wright as Minnie Mouse, the coach of the mouse staff dancers gets the student body into the sp;rlt at
the Homecoming pep assembly Thursday For more on the festivities, see Page A3.

Backpack project helps

Salvation
Army leader
aids victims
of Katrina

cell phone. He's working in
pastoral ministry, offering

since his Sept. 28 departure.
“For a while there it was

BY JULIE BROWN meals, pro-
STAFF WRITER viding case
manage-
Capt. Matt O'Neil didn't ment and
really know what to expect offering
when he left recently for shelter in
Biloxi, Miss. the hurri-
. “It’s a tough scene, but cane-rav- |
= we're working through 4 aged region.
TOM HAMLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER | things,” the Wayne-Westland [ ™™ O'Neil
IS ; Corps Salvation Army com- ~ O'Neil =~ finds that
mander said Thursday by God is working through him

in ministry. It was difficult to
leave his family, wife Mindie

. counseling, spiritual direc- who’s expecting their third
tion and hope to Hurricane = child and their two other
Katrina victims. children.

““It’s almost unexplain- “He does share what he’s
able,” said O'Neil, who's seen  doing,”Mindie, who shares
construction crews at work her husband’s rank and
and some improvement duties, said Thursday from

Westland, They talk about
the office and family. “Hes

o et et e pretty rough with people doing all right.”
coming back to see their O'Neil urged that those
t homes. ks a slow process who are helping provide

Volunteers . down here’” monetary donations, as
form an O'Neil, who will becom- . items don't always reach
assembly lin BY JULIE BROWN effort. “It was like a little assembily line.” ing back next week, hasseen  those they’re intended for.
to fill the STAFF WRITER The teens packed blue and gold some frustration among “T see lots of donations
yellow and _ backpacks (Wayne Memorial High col- people that cleanup isn’t from people all over the
blue = Ifyou'd been at the Bailey Centeron  ors) for children, who will attend faster. He's staying at anear-  place;” he said.
backpacks = Wednesday afternoon, you would have ~ Wayne High when they're older. The by hotel which sustained Salvation Army donations
destined for seen some busy teen volunteers spend-  backpacks, with the Westland some water damage. may be made by calling -
students at ing a couple hours packing backpacks.  Community Foundation and Westland “People are camping cut (877) SAL-MICH or (800)
Wayne- “They were workers,” said Lou Rotarylogos, were filled with notepads, in tents all over the place” he  SAL-ARMY.
Westland Toarmina, a local businessman and said, adding that the “I'm looking forward to
elementaries PLEASE SEE BACKPACK, A6 Salvation Army is serving “coming home,” he added.
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Brazier: City issues include

Brist: Public safety, senior
services are top prlorltles

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland City Council candidate
Normie Brazier cited trash-hauling con-
tracts, redevelopment and financial
concerns as the top three issues facing
elected leaders.

Brazier, 58, is making her second bid
for a $12,150-a~year council seat in the
Nov. 8 election. She is one of eight can-
didates for four seats. :

‘When asked to cite the top three
igsues facing the city, Brazier said, “The
city trash contracts, redevelopment and
attracting additional businesses to fill
vacancies, and the financial health of
the city. -

“I will look at the trash contract dili-

gently, impartially and look for the best

service and value that will also include
curbside recycling with no additional
cost to the taxpayers,” she said. “Four
years ago, I said Westland needed to -
establish a program matching new busi-

attracting new business

ness with existing
vacant buildings — how-
ever, not just any new
business.

“I will be very selec-
tive choosing those that
fit well in our communi-
ty such as service-based,
retail, entertainment
and light manufacturing
to help increase our tax base,”

A corporate sales manager with a

Brazier

-major hotel, Brazier is a mother of four

adult children. She graduated from
Redford High School in Detroit.

Her community involvement includes

serving on the Westland Planning
Commission, the Westland Disabilities
Committee, the SPARK (Sports, Parks
& Recreation for Kids) Foundation, the
Kicks for Kids soccer program, the
Concrete Jungle skate park, the
Westland Summer Festival committee,

PLEASE SEE BRAZIER, A4

BY DARRELL CLEH
STAFF WRITER

Westland City Council candlda.te Lori

- Brist cited public safety, senior services

and recreation as the top three issues
that city leaders need to address,

Brist, 38, is making her first bid for a
$12,150-a-year council seat in the Nowv.
8 election. She is one of eight candi-
dates for four seats.

When asked to identify the top three
issues facing the city, Brist said, “The
safety of our children and families is the
most important foundation of a com-
munity. Ensuring adeguate staffing in

the police and fire departments will top
my list. -

“We need to explore the poss:bﬂity of
additional transportation services for
older adults (a.nd) a well-developed out-
reach program,” she said. “As a former

Senior Resources Department director,

I recognize that continuing to improve
the quality of life for our older adults is

B an ongomg bhallenge
| - “Anenhanced recre-
- ation complex that will
serve all ages is needed,”
. Brist said. “I would like
to research partnering
@8 with large corporate
§ sponsors or private
Brist: . investors to assist with |
this project.” P
Brist, president of the Westland :
Chamber of Commerce, is a married
mother of two. Sheis a John Glenn
High Sthool graduate and completed
the Michigan Political Leadership
Program at Michigan State Un1vers1ty
in 2005.

Her community mvolvement includes:

chairing the Downtown Development
Authority and the Tax Increment -
Finance Authority. She has served ona
Westland Youth Assistance task force -
and on the Wayne-Westland school dis- .

PLEASE SEE BRIST, A4
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The Nankin Mills shelter in
Hines Park will be the starting
point of a 5K Walk aimed at
generating awareness and rais-
ing funds to help children with
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Chﬂdren with Dyslexia” will
at1p.m. Svunday, Oct.

N . The 3.1-mile is open to the

— : pubhc There is a $15 registra-

cunosm,' about the paranorml
you're Iookmq for a good sear

. Gannatt Newspapers Inc. 7950 Jones Branch, McLean. VA, 22107
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tion fee for adults and $5 for : Jeff Belanger's World’s Most
S —— children age 12 and under. Showing off the proclamatlon are Donald A. Sedestrom, past trustee of the Haunted Places might be a good :
P ot o Bt N Walkers will receive free com-  32nd Degree Masons, Valley of Detroit, and 5K Walk committeeman; Corbin . choice, if you're pfanning a field trip.
Euilame [Comis g Agare: - memorative T-shirts and water Eiliott, 32nd Degree Masons, Valley of Detroit Officer, and 5K Walk For those sites a little closer, try Ghost

i bottles as well as refreshments.
— — } Interested persons may call
: ‘ 1 (248} 689-8519 or the Children's

committeeman; Mayor Sandra A. Cicirelli; City Clerk Eileen DeHart; Dennis R.
Williamson, executive secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Valley of
Detroit; and Robert W. Pate, officer of the Valley of Detroit.
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Learning Center at (313) 832~
2084, or log online to for more

-1~ - Pledges also are being collect-
e ed for watkers for the Children’s
Learning Center, The Valley of
Detroit 32nd Degree Masonic

disabilities at no cost to the chil-
dren or their families,
It also has more than 20 chil-

dren on its waiting list. There
are currently 53 Masonic

. Learning Centers for Children
in 15 Northern Jurisdiction
states, which provide profes-
sional tutoring, free of charge, to

The Learning Centers are
open to all children regardless of
economic status, race, religion

or Masonic affiliation. The
Learning Centers use the state-
of-the-art Orton-Gillingham

" method of one-on-one tutoring,

To help promote the event,
Westland Mayor Sandra Cicirelli

issuing a proclamation declaring
Octpber as Dyslexia Awareness
Month in Westland.

YWCA announces award winners

idiot's Guide to Ghosts and Hau

Restless Spirits, and Hainte
might be qood ptaces to star

America’s Most Haunted lnns
Complete Guide to Channékis
If you're interested in meeting . .
someone who Hkes to-track ghosts.and
wants to share his knowledge with oth-
ers, joir-us at the fibrary at Tpm:
Tuesday, Oct.Tl, when Tom Lundy

e e amt the Ghost Hunters of Southeastern™
i Tetak Dcruon, (Surm o #56, 0 180 » s 7346 MFChiqan (GHOSM) witl be here. o
ot e ® o Eight women Also being honored are: District in Lansing, GHOSM is a group of people from
i, - 1540 are in line for B Tawney Rose Fay of M Francis Mifsud of Canton as  Southeast Michigan who all share an
A ki 6.0 il awards after Dearborn, a student at Edsel Woman of Achievement-Senior.  inierest in the paranormal. A questiaon.
‘739";7‘;?::';;;:‘ tﬁm‘ﬁ‘g’”—m%-—mmwmm L Pusiotion ol s being selected as Ford High Scheol, in the Young @ Jumana Judeh of Dearborn  and answer period wili be held after. -
,én/m 4 7 per ot 430 o< Women of Woman of Achievement, as Woman of the Powerpoint presentation.
T o S e i,y o R S e g o Achievement by B Anisa Abdul-Ghafoor of Achievement-Business. Judeh Adult Book Discussion Group: 7
e e o) the YWCA of Dearborn in Woman of is owner of Judeh and p.m. Oct, 18. Join us as we discuss
Western Wayne Achievement-Professions. Associates in Dearborn. Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurtry.
County. Ghatoor is a physicians assistant The awards luncheon Eleanor  Please read the book before the meet-
TheYWhas Toy for ACCESS Health and M. Josaitis, CEQO and co-founder ing. Alf are welcome,
selected, ' Research Center in Dearborn. of Focus: HOPE, as the mistress Preschoo! Fair: 7-8 p.m. Nov. 7. Do
<=4 Kathleen Ligocki as the 2005 B Lucille Flint of Romulusas  of ceremonies. Ligocki will be you have & chifd about to enter pre-

ONE DAY ONLY'
- SATURDAY, OCT. 1

“Woman of the Year. ‘Ligocki is
president and CEQ of Tower
Automotive as well as a found-
ing member of the Women’s
Leadership Forum, a
teaching/charitable organization

Celebration Thursday, Oct, 27,
at the Dearborn Inn, 20301
Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn.

Woman of
Achievement-Volunteer, Flint is
President of the Western Wayne
NAACP.

B Karj Guido of Dearborn as
Waman of Achievernent-Arts.

as Woman of
Achievement-Government. Toy
represents the state’s 6th
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* STRENGTH
TRAINING &
WEIGRHT
MACHINES

s FREE
WEIGHTS

¢« TREADMILLS
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CLIMBERS
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BIKES

* PERSONAL
TRAINING
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HEATED PooL
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the keynote speaker.

The program include a silent
auction and special recognition
of all past women of achieve-
ment. The silent auction begins
at1l a.m. and ends at noon. The

YWCA of Western Wayne
County Women of Achievement
Department at (313) 561-4110.

school? Learn more about area
preschools at our Preschool Fair,
Several area preschoois will have
their representatives available to relay
information and answer your ques-
tions, No registratian required. Call the

affiliated with the Women'’s Guido is an art teacher at Sacred ~ awards ceremony begins at Chitdren's Services Department at
conomic Club of Detroit. Heart Schocl. She is the creative © 12:15 p.m. Doors open at 10:45  (734) 326-6123 for more information.
The YWCA will host its 14th mind behind the “Stray Cat a.m. Tickets are $40, and $400  The Wiltiam P. Faust Public Library at
Annual Women of Achievement  Strut” in Dearborn, for tables of 10. For tickets or for 6123 Central City Parkway is open 10
Awards and 50th Anniversary B Sen. Laura Toy, R-Livonia, more information, call the am.-9 p.m. Manday-Wednesday, 10

a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday-Saturday and
noon-5 p.m. Sunday. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 326-6123. '
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*Signs & gourds *Skeleton chimes

Much, much more

THE SHOPS AT SWEETWATER VILLAGE
L8cated at Crimboli Nursery & Landscape
50145 Ford Road Canton 734-495-1700
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+ GROUP CLASSES IN:

* PILATES ¢ CARDIO KICKBOXING * SPINNING * SAI..SA
* FULL CONTACT KICKBOXING * KARATE

 *Witches & hats
*Dog costumes
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*Stringy eyeballs

FORD ROAD

$29 PER MONTH!

:ﬁlm‘rE:D TIME: No ENROLLMENT FEE

BECK ROAD
CAMTDN CENTER

34250 FORD ROAD s WESTLAND Warren
(AT THE NORTH END OF THE COLISEUM BUILDING E' k=
AT THE CORNER OF FORD ROAD AND WILDWOOD) @ 1%
OPEN M-F 5AM -71 M, SAT & SUN 9 AM- 6 PM §’ g
734-729-7000
] =

@
® OFoBITR11Y

L D B



http://wiviv.hotnetowniife.com

wiis.hometownlife.com

LOCAL NEWS

Observer & Eccentric | Sundav.bctobef 9, 2005

Juniors Adam Gorring and Nalise Smith, who teamed up to win the fairy talé
abstacle course, eat their way through Snow White's poison caramei apples.

Wayne Memorial seniors LaDwan Jones ({eft), Gary Greene (right) and Nicole

Frankfin (behind) with their \classmates win the tug of war over the ather
classes, but fost to the staff during the Homecoming pep assembly.

Seeing blue

IKEA on schedule to open next summer

Canton residents may not be
feeling blue, but they certainly
are seeing it. A lot of it, in fact.
The first big blue walls to the
IKEA furniture store, sched-
uled to open next summer at
Haggerty and Ford, went up
last week,

Under constraction on 21
acres at the intersection just
west of 1-275, the future
311,000-square-foot IKEA
Canton will be the first IKEA
store and restaurant destina-
tion in Michigan, and 28th in
the U.S. The IKEA stores near-
est the Detroit area are near
Chicago and in greater
Torento. In addition te 500
construction jobs created to
build the Swedish furniture
superstore, more than 400
employees will be needed when
the new store opens.

“With the store’s structure
now formed and blue paneling
going up, we definitely are on
track to a grand opening next
summer,” said Joseph Roth,
IKEA public affairs director.
“We hope to be fully enclosed
before winter, and cannot wait
to open IKEA Canton in sum-
mer 2006, '

Fairy tales come true at W

. Fairy tales -~ Dreams Come
True, and they did for senior
Alexandra Worthy who found
out Friday evening she had
been selected Wayne Memorial
High School’s 2005
Homecoming queen.

Worthy was the big winner
in voting Friday, Members of
her court include Teal
Christoffersen, Kellee LaBean,
Jessica Puschak and Alisha
Schrader. ‘

The excitement started
Monday with studerits paying a
$1 to participate in Hat Day
and Crown Day. Tuesday was
set aside as Couple Character
Day in which students were
invited to pair up and dress
like their favorite fairy tale
character.

Wednesday was fairy tale
prince and Princess Day, while
Thursday afternoon students
packed the Alumni Arena for
the annual pep assembly where
the Wayne High cheerleaders
took time to pep up the crowd.

The got help from the staff
dancers ~ Dewie Cole, Linda
Coleman, Sandra Morante, Jan
Pennington, Tim Purcell, Joni
Van Campenhout, Kim
Sharplin, Nicole Vasiloff, Katie
Sullivan, Gretchin Thomas and
Principal John Albrecht -
coached by Minnie Marjorie,
the Wright mouse for the job,
also known as mathematics
teacher Marji Wright.

In the class competition,
freshman, sophomeares, juniors
and seniors put their strength
to the test in tug-of war and
the bragging rights to repre-

BILL BRESLER { STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The biue walls of IKEA Canton rise from the site of what was a Super Kmart.
The store, which will be enclosed by winter, is expected to be ready for its

grand opening next summer.

IKEA currently has more
than 220 stores in 33 coun-
tries, including 25 in the U.S,,
where other stores are being
planned in: Brooklyn, N.Y.;
Dublin, Calif.; Round Rock,
Tex.; Somerville, Mass.;
Stoughton, Mass.; and West
Sacramento, Calif.

For three consecutive years,
IKFEA has been named to
Working Mother magazine's
annual list of the “100 Best

Companies for Working
Mothers” and Training maga-
zine’s annual “Top 1007 rank-
ing of companies that excel at
human capital deve]opment —
as well as to this year's
“FORTUNES’ 100 Best
Companies to Work For” list.
To visit the IKEA Web site,
visit www.ikea-usa.com. For
information about working at
IKEA, visit .
http://JobsAt.IKEA-usa.com.
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LaBean and Teal Christoffersen.

sent the student body in a tug
of war with members of the
staff.

There also was a fairy tale
obstacle course that included a
pie eating contest called
Cinderella’s pumpkin,
Aladdin’s and Jasmine’s magic
carpet ride, Snow White's poi-
son caramel apples, Dance
with the Zebra Beast and find
a matching pair of Cinderella’s
slippers. .

It all led to final station -
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Shampoo, style or layer e;fra.
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ayne Homecoming

kissing a frog.

Members of the J ROTC pro-
gram and its Step Team also
participated in the festivities,

Friday afternoon the march-
ing band took to the halls to
serenade students during sixth
hour, a prelude to the
Homecoming parade at 5:15
p.m. and the Homecoming
game at 7 p.m.

Closing out the weekend was
the Homecoming dance.
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" Wayne Memorial Homecoming Court includes; Alexandra Worthy (from left), Alisha Schrader, Jessica Puschak, Kellee

2005 Homco'm'i-nq ueen
Alexandra Worthy
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Healthcare employee
receives state honor

A Hope Healthcare Center
employee has won the CNA of
the Year Award fromthe
Health Care Association of
Michigan (HCAM).

Marion Johnson received the
award for the exceptional care
she provides residents as a
Certified Nurse Assistant
(CNA) at Hope Healtheare
Center in Westland.”

For 14 years, she has com-
forted residents with her soul-
Tul voice, singing gospel songs
that her residents know and
love. Even when Johnson is
caring for her residents’ daily
needs, Johnson does so with a.
gentle touch and kind words.
Nothing is routine and every
day is special.

To Johnson, every family
member is unique. She always
makes time to share a prayer,
shed a tear and lend words of
inspiration.

And when her coworkers
need her, Johnson is there. In
fact, she founded the Star
Committee, a group of CNAs
that strives to boost the morale
of CNAs and to create a better
environment for residents.

Her rare combination of
grace and strength has earned
Johnson recognition from her
corporate company, Sava
Senior Care, which voted her
CNA of the Year. She sits on
the company’s CNA
Professional Advisory Council
and as a member of the coun-
cil, she contributed to the book
“101 Ways to Know If Youre a
CNAY ,

Marie Hall, administrator of
Hope Healthcare Center, said
Johnson deserves many thanks
for the special role she plays at
the facility.

“I have been in long-term .
care for many years and
Marion will always stand out in
my heart and mind as the per-
fect example of the consum-

FREE One Hour Seminar!
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Westland, the Athena
Chocolate Fantasy Ball,
‘Wayne-Westland Special
Olympics and Relay for Life,
She helped lobby for a
Westland ethics ordinance,

Here's how Brazier respond-
ed to other questions posed by
the Observer: )

Why are you running for a
Westland City Council seat,
and what are your best qualifi-
cations?

I am committed to our com-
munity and chose to run to
help make our city prosper,
promoting Westland as being
positive and progressive. Issues
need to be decided remaining
impartial, positive and using
good, old-fashioned sense.

As a planning commissioner
and vice chair of the city’s
Disabilities Committee, I have
gained both valuable experi-
ence and knowledge. As a busi-
nesswoman, I possess the skills

Marion Johnson, who won the won
the CNA of the Year Award from the
Health Care Association of Michigan,
is known for comforting residents at
Hope Healthcare Center with her
souiful voice.

Westland Civitans, Women of .

needed to negotiate and com-
prehend contracts (and) budg-
ets and to look at long-term
goals.

Being a parent of a special-
needs son has also really
taught me the value of
patience, love and understand-
ing

Ifthe city’s financial position
were to worsen and budget
cuts became necessary, how
would you trim spending?

Although Michigan contin-
ues to struggle economically,
Westland's budget is balanced,
has increased and (is) in the
black, So as to maintain city
services and avoid layoffs
should budget cuts become
necessary, the city will need to
go back and re-evaluate each
vendor/supplier contract in
order to maximize every dollar.
We would need to seriously
eveluate any new employee.
hiring,

What can be done to attract
new businesses and new resi-
dents to Westland?

We need to actively solicit

and court the type of business-
es that will be a good fit for cur
community, net wait for them
to come to us. There needs to
be a growth in entertainment
venues making the city a desti-
nation point so people will
spend their entertainment dol-
lars in Westland and not in
snrrounding communities.

Westland needs to be pre-
sented and thought of in a pos-
itive, prog'ressive, ethical image
to stop the mlgranon from our
city.

Many residents sy the city
needs to be cleaned up, and a

. new blight ordinance has been

approved to help with that,
Will it work, and how long will
it be before residents notice a
difference?

The blight ordinance covers
maiy different facets. It forces
landlords to be held account-
able forthe condition of the
premises they rent out so as to
provide a safe environment for
people to live,

As with any new ordinance
of this magnitude, it takes time

i

to see the effects and changes.
Those changes cannot happen
overnight. The ordinance will
work but it will take time so as
to ensure it is done effectively,
correctly and in a safe manner.
A prime example is the old’
Cooper School remediation
project.

How would you rate the city
of Westland for the services it
provides to residents - poor,
average, above average or
excellent? What improvements
or changes need to be made?

.1 feel Westland provides
many excellent services to its
residents. However, we are’
remiss in not having a recy-
cling program.

Many citizens have
expressed their concern over
the fact that all our neighbor-
ing communities have this
service, and why don’t we? The
recycling program remains an
absolute must without any
additional cost to the taxpay-
ers. .

dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532110

mate professional with the

heart and soul of angel.” she

caid BRIST
A family member echoed FROM PAGE Al

Hall’s appreciation.

“She is an amazing person

and truly an angel of mercy,” triet’s improvement commit-

said a resident’s daughter, “I tee.
can think of no person more She served on a comm1ttee
deserving of this award than that authored the city’s ethics

ordinance and has volunteered
with organizations including
the Winterfest committee, the
Westland Police Officers
Association, the Westland
Goodfellows, Relay for Life
and the Family Resource
Center’s welfare advisory
board. '

Here’s how Brist responded
to other questions posed by the

Marion Johnson.”

These words of praise earned
Johnson HCAM's prestigious
CNA of the Year Award.

“Marion is a professional in
the truest sense of the word,”
said HCAM President/CEQ
Reginald Carter. “She has a gift
of caring for others, and her
gift inspires all of us.”

On Sept. 20, HCAM honored

Johnson in an award ceremony Observer:

at its annual convention in Mt. Why are you running for a
Pleasant. She was featured in ~ Westland City Council seat,
the association’s video award and what are your hest qualifi-
presentation, which HCAM - cations?

hosted. I have decided to run for c1ty
council because I feel it is time
1o take my commitment to
public service to the next level.
I have served on city boards
and commissions for years,

making recommendations.

Join us at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 25th

doctorsi
|

High Demand! Doctors Need Transcriptionists!
Find out how our experts make it fast and easy 1o be ready to enter the

rapidly growing medical field.
0 No Commuhrg No Selling,
| Train AT H

" WORK AT HOME!

i Be a Medical Transcriptionist

Come to this free, no obligation seminar to find cut how -
1 with no previous experience — you can learn to work at home
doing medical franscription from audic cassefies dictated by

ME to be ready to rnake More Money than in most office
| jobs. This could be the greatest apportunity of your life! Join us at 7 PM,

This ad is your seminar ticket
~ CLIP GUT-AND BRING TO SEMINAR AT 7. PM.

2001 Lows Streat, Fort Colling, GO 80525

Earn

I have very proficient analyt-
ical skills and an ability to see
all sides of an issue. I am pre-
pared to be one of the individ-
nals that helps determine what
happens in our city.

As a strong and independent
individual, I am capable of
standing up for what I believe
in and I am also capable of
understanding and respecting
the opinions of others.

If the city’s financial position
were to worsen and budget
cuts became necessary, how
would you trim spending?

With the new technology the
city is implémenting, we will
see an improvement in the
ability to be more efficient,
which will ultimately reduce
the costs of providing city serv-
ices. I would also like to see us

‘continue to bid out products
and services and further con-
solidate our purchases to save
money.

‘What can be done to attract
new businesses and new resi-
dents to Westland?

There are many things that

can be done to attract new
businesses and residents to our
city. The most important and
first thing I would like to do
would be to develop a market-
ing piece that reflects the true
image of our city,

This piece would be utilized
by our various departments in

- the city, such as the Economic

Development Department and
the Planning Department. This
piece would be distributed to.
potential developers, residents
and businesses.

Many residents say the city
needs to be cleaned up, and a
new blight ordinance has been
approved to help with that. _
will it work, and how long will |
it be before residents notice a
difference?

Having the appropriate
staffing in place is one way to
ensure the success of this new
ordinance.

A strategic plan needs to be
in place to address the com-
plaints on a regular basis. If
these two elements are imple-
mented, then I feel we will see

latest medical therapies available.

We're ready to be put to the test.

FIBROMYALGIA &
FATIGUE CENTERS

www.fibroandfatigue.com

FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR ON THE érd TUESDAY OF
EVERY MONTH, For many of our patients, we were
the first caregivers who took the time to listen.
To answer their questions. And 1o provide a
comprehensive treatment plan that included the

Every day, we work diligently to earn
your trust. So, come to our free monthly
educational seminars, meet our doctors and
staff, and learn about your condition.

MincorrorATED

Call follfree 866.443.4276 or 248.813.5300
to register for our seminar or maks on appoirment.
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Casino Bus Trips
Get a $23 value for only $15!

Pay only $15 for your casino shuttie ride and you'll receive
$18 in FREE SLOT PLAY and a $5 food coupon!

Brighton
Canton
Clinton Twp.
Dearborn

Eastpointe
Livonia
Monros
Pontiac

Price varies ty loagticn,

1 866-2ROLLEM » (866-276- 553‘]

-~ Mbrggkily

CASIND
motorcltycasmo com

Aoseville
Southfied
Southgate

8t, Clair Shores

For locations and reservations call
Blue Lakes Charters & Tours:

Sterling Heights
Troy
Westland

£ CANTON ,-

31210 W. Warren
(at Merriman)
Wesliand

734~ 522-3357
HOURS: Mon-Sat. 9 am - 8 pm
Sun.10-6 pm
Shopping Days
October 10th

thru October 16th &

We Accept Food Stamps

E-mail Rddress:
www.bobsofcanton.com

i Thank You! ’I
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TURKEY BREAST

USDA #1 PRCDUCE

HEAD

LETTUCE................sq‘ea.
COOKING 79‘551

ONIONS ...

3 Ib bag

[TIITTITIXT)

Fresh Amish

SELECT CORN FED BEEF
Boneless - Tender To

SIRLOIN STEAK

CORN FED BEEF

A GRADE A

SMOKED
TURKEY,..........,....'....

| DOMESTIC
1 5WIS5 CHEESE.....

SMOKEHOUSE $ ™99
hiokEroUSE 399

'PORK Log\l ROAST

an immediate difference in our
communijty.

How would you rate the city
of Westland for the services it
provides to residents - poor,
average, above average or

. excellent? What improvements

or changes need to be made?
There are some services we
provide in our city that are
exceptional. An example: the
senior home chores program.
This service provides grass-
mowing, leaf-raking and snow
removal for seniors who are
physically and financially
unable to take care of the
chores.
We do not have a recycling
program in place at this time. I
- feel it is our responsibility as a
community to recycle the
waste that it generates. I also
feel that there are enough peo-
ple in the community who will
volunteer their time to this
worthy cause. A volunteer pro-
gram would make it less cost-
prohibitive. .

dclem@oe homecomm.net | (734)953-2110

\

(THINKING_ABOUT

FROM THE DELI

5302

USDA GRADE A
Boneless

“USDA GRADE A
Cente Cut Rib

SELECT CORN FED BEEF -
Fresh Cut. Beef Sirloin

sepbairiide

TIP ROAST
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AROUND WESTLAND

Octoberfest

The Westland senior citizen Friendship
Center will host an Octoberfest noon to 3
p-m. Friday, Oct. 21. The event-will
include a German feast including
sausage and saverkraut, crispy chicken,
meatballs and other itemns. .

There will be line dancing, including
many dances for beginners.

night for smaller children. Call (734
637-8415.

B The Jaycees also will be offering a
Friendly Monster Lunch 11 am. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 16, at the haunted house for
kids under 12 years of age. The cost is $1
per child and adults and includes lunch
with some friendly monsters, face paint-
ing, pumpkin painting, games and a
Moonwalk. Call (734) 226-0400.

Tickets are now available, Pre-registra-
tion is encouraged but not required.

For more information, call Mad
Science of Oakland and Macomb 8
Counties at (248) 293-0983 or e-mail
them at madscioakland @ yahoo.com.

Gala fund-raiser

Spectrum Human Services Inc. and
Affiliated Companies will host the 2005

three fully furnished mobile homes to
needy veterans. To donate, call Veterans
Haven at (734) 728-0527 or go to vet-
shaveninfo.org on the Internet.

Las Vegas Party

St. Bernardine Church is having a Las -
Vegas Party 8 p.m. to midnight Friday, -
QOct., 21, at the church, located on the
southwest corner Ann Arbor Trail and

Tickets are $8 for Friendship Center B Youngsters also will meet some Celebration of Stars annual gala fund- Merriman in Westland.
members and $10 for guests, friendly Halloween creatures in the forest  raising event Friday, Oct. 21, at Henry There will blackjack, table games,
Town Ha I at the annual Halloween Walk Thursday-  Ford Museum in Dearborn. hourly raffles and nonsmoking Blackjack

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli will have her
next Town Hall meeting at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 27, at Hayes Elementary
School, 30600 Louise, south of Ann
Arbor Trail and east of Merriman. All
residents are welcome to make com-
ments or ask questions of Cicirelli and
her administration.

Saturday, Oct. 27-29. The walk is spon-
sored by the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department, Westland
Civitan Club, Dad’s Athletic Club of
Westland and the Westland Breakfast
Lions Club.

Familtes will be guided on a walk
through Central City Park where they'll
meet the Neighbors of the Forest, includ-

The evening will begin at 6:30 p.m.
and will include music, dinner, dancing
and live and silent auctions. Special
musical guests will be The Billy Rose
Quartet, while the special guest will be
national child welfare expert Carl :
Latona. Tickets for the event cost $125.
For more information, call Nikita
Cargins at (734) 458-8736, Ext. 6701

rooms. Admission will be $7 and
includes food (hot dogs, potato salad),
pop and potato chips. Beer available at $1
per glass, Call (734) 427-5150.

St. Bernardine Men's Club also is spon-

soring a Pinochle/Euchre Card Party on

Fridays, Oct. 14, Oct. 28, Nov. 4, Nov, 18,
Dec. 2, Dec. 16, Jan. 6, Jan. 13, Jan. 27,
Feh. 3, Feb. 17 and Feb. 24 . Participants

FALL
FUN!

OCTOBER 3 - 21

Enter for your chance to win the
trip of & lifetime! Swipe your
Playars Prestige™ Card at the

Reward Yourself Kiosks each day

ing Little Bo Peep, the Friendly Troll and s don't need a partner to play. Snacks and for your FREE BALLOT,

Mark your calendars many others. Support meetmq _ soft drinks are included in the $5 Octobar 7° draw: 1% prize

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Harris The a non-scary, guided tour event cre- The Wayne-Westland Alliance for the charge. Games start at 7:30 p.m. Trip to Jap.an prize
Kehrer VFW Post 3323 has plenty of ated for younger children. Kids are Mentally 111, a self-help and advocacy ‘ ‘ D
things going on during October and encouraged to wear their costumes. group, meets’7 p.m. the first and third Craft show tables _ Ochhﬁli' 1:"' ‘;ira:'.r : I}S prize.
November, ) Proceeds generated from this event bene-  Thursday of the month at St. John's Table rental is available at the cost of p o Australla

As a fund-raiser for the VA Hospital fit the Fun-4-All Fund that enables chil-  Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne Road., $20 for the annual St. Theodore October 21 draw: 1 prize
-and PAC projects, the ladies will be host- ~ dren from financially stressed famniliesto ~ Westland, All are welcome. Confraternity of Christian Women's craft Trip to Europe
ing a psychic fair with readings by participate in our various programs. C andy check show Saturday, Oct. 22, ‘ . 2% . §™ prizes feceive
Mystiques West 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tours start every 10 minutes beginning : The show will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the $500 cash at each draw,

Saturday, Oct. 22.

On Saturday, Oct. 29 the auxliary will
conduct a chili cook-off and bake sale
auction at 5:30 p.mn. at the post at 1055 S.
Wayne Road, Westland. Call (734) 721-
9879 after 5 p.m. for more information.

Un Saturday, Nov. 5 and 19, the auxil-
iary will be holding marathon bingos
noon to 5 p.m. '

Halloween happenings

The Westland Jaycees is spooking up
the neighborhood with their haunted
house in the east parking lot of the Bailey
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford.

Ghouls, ghosts and screams.await
older children, teens and adults 7 p.m. to
midnight Friday and Saturday and 7-
10:30 p.m. Sunday-Thursday. It will
closed Monday-Wednesday, Oct. 10-13
and 17-20, :

A special Friendly Haunted House
event is planned for Saturday, Oct. 22.
'The haunted house will open one hour
earlier to provide a friendly monster

at 6:30 p.m. through 9 p.m. This pro-
gram runs rain or shine. If there is rain,
tours will take place inside the Bailey
Center. Pre-registration is required, a
tickets are available at the Bailey Center.
The cost is $3 per person.

B Kids also can get spooky with Mad
Science of Oakland and Macomb
Counties, in a Friday, Oct. 28, program
sponsored by the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department. )

Count Eggbert and Countess Eggberta
will be at the Bailey Center for a special
science and magic show that includes the
melting wicked witch, bubbling potions,
flying eyeballs, spider web cotton candy,
hover craft demo, vortex generators and
more. And kids will need to watch for
foggy dry-ice storms, bubbling potions,
giant balls floating in midair, flashy reac-
tions that go poof.

The show for kids age 10 years of age
and under is 6:15-7:30 p.m., and there
will be a show for those 7 years of age and
up 7:45-9 p.m. Cost is $5 per person.

Halloween may be several weeks off,
but parents concerned about their kid¢’
candy can get it checked at 18th District
Court Halloween night, Oct. 31. The
checks will be done 6:30-20 p.m. at the
court, 36675 Ford, behind the police sta-
tion, Call (734) 595-8720.

Seniors flu shots

The Village of Westland will once
again offer a limited number of flu shots
to the seniors ages 65 and older 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 14, Call (734) 762-
8805 to schedule an appointment. The
Village of Westland is located at 32001
Cherry Hill, west of Merriman,

Car donation

People with a car to donate can give it
to Veterans Haven. The organization is
accepting cars, running or not running,
that are given to veterans to provide
them with transportation to work, school
of medical needs. To date, the agency has
given away more than 250 vehicles and

Parish Social Hall, 8200 Wayne Road,
Westland. Call Mary at (734) 425-44.21
(voice mail #10) to reserve a table.

W Crafters are needed for the annual
Holiday craft show at Hawthorne Valley
on Nov. 27. For information, call Sue or
Paul at (734) 844-3128.

B Crafiers are still needed for the 19th
annual Delta Kappa Gamma juried show
on Saturday, Oct. 15, The show will run
from 9 am. to 4 p.m. at West Middle
School, 44401 W. Ann Arbor Trail in
Plymouth Township. Call Jan at (734)
844-1707 or e-mail to theways@com-
cast.net for inore information.

M Edison Elementary will have its
Holiday Bazaar 6-9 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 16, at the school, 34505 Hunter at
Wildwood, Westland. There will be 25
vendors, door prizes and beke sale,
Admission is $2. Children will not be
allowed in the show area, however, there
will be baby-sitting and crafts for avail--
able. Proceeds will benefit the Edison
PTO.
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NOW - OCT. 26

Whether you work the night shift
or you're a night owl visit us
Mon. - Fri., 2 a.m. - 8 a.m.

for: Free Poker Lessons, 1.5x Cash
Back, 1.5x Reward Points, $1.50

Broakfast Specials in the -
Terrace Caf

Throw
For The

Dough
NOW - OCT. 31

Make all six points during a singie
hand of your rofl and

Oktoberfest
OCTOBER 14
2p.m. - 10 pm.

Enjoy food specials,

_ Bandaioni - The One Man Band

and a beer stein giveaway. -
(Whife supplies last.)

Halloween
Spooktacular
~ OCTOBER 31

8 p.m. - Midnight

= Live on Melodies™
Stage: Bandalori, |
The One Man Band

Free Chocolate
Spooky Sightings

[While supiplies kst

For information on these and countless
other reasons why you should visit
-Casino Windsor this month call
1-800-991-7777 or visit
www.casinowindsor.com.

Know Your Limit, Play Within: #f 1-888-230-3508
Onitatio Problem Bantiling Helpling.

Must be 19 years of age or clder. Trip-A-Week entrants do nothave
to-be present during the draw to bs eligitia to win, For comgiets
rulas visit the Players Prestige Booth. Mavimum valve of sach rip:
$10,000.00; sash option: $6,000.00. Cesing Wintsor ressives
g right to cancel or changa thase prontationarenents withoul

‘ prior notice.
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BACKPACK
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pencils and pens, crayons and rulers.

The backpacks, about 700 in all, will go mostly ‘

to Lincoln and Jefferson-Barns elementanes, said
Toarmina, a Westland resident. Also receiving
some backpacks are Hicks Elementary and the
Salvation Army.

Toarmina publishes a newsletter in Westland s
Norwayne area, and advertisers are among those
whose efforts support the backpack project. The

E-salon, businessman Sam Cor¥rado, Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli, the William P, Faust Pubtlic
Library and National City Bank are among others
who supported the endeavor with donations.

“I dropped them off this morning,” Toarmina

said Thursday, noting schools will quickly distrib-
ute the stuffed backpacks to children.

“It’s wonderful for this community;” said
Jefferson-Barns Principal Michael Holuta. “We
have enough for every student. We really appreci-
ate that he has been a supporter of our school for
along time.”

Having the supplies helps kids with organiza-
tion and achievement, he added.

“Some of our parents have already seen them,”
he said. “The parents in our community greatly
appreciate that help.”

- The backpacks, which are all the same, help
provide a sense of teamwork, Holuta added.

“When children feel that way, they have a
chance for improving their achievement and sue-
cess, he added.

We Now carry U.s. Grade A Amish Chicken

29501 Ann Arbor Trail
(Just W. of Middiebelt)

(734) 422-01 &0

VINTAEE MAIlI(

Open M-Th S8am-8pm, Fri & Sat, Sarn-10pm,
Sun 10-8pm

Prices Effective Monday, October 1nth - Sunday, October 16th+ Food Stamps & All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Pure royalty

Franklin High School Homecoming Queen Becky Garbutt and King Zack Shaver greet the crowd. The semors
were crowned during halftime ceremonies of the Patriots’ football victory Sept. 30.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Get More of What You Want
with a Money Market Account at Credit Union ONE.

$10,000 - $24,999

3.30%"

$25,000 - 549,999
. *APY
3.56u"

$50,000 - $250,000

3.82%"

investment

.Choose from three great rates
-'Access to your fu_nds online 24/7

« Great way to maximize your -

Everyone is: welcome to join. 24 branch locations in Mschigan and over 20,000 surcharge free ATMs nat:onwlde
(888} 598-5378 - www.cuone.org

Bloomnfield Hills.
42886 Woodward Ave.
(248) 333-1583

Farmington Hills A
31600 W. 13-MiteRd
(248) 855-1101

S

Visit or call one of our local branches nearest you.

‘Rochester Hills - - Troy Waterford Westiand
1386 Walton Bivd, =~ 6010 RochestetRd. 3805 Highland Rd. 29450 W.Warren
{248) 650-5670 {248} 6814700 {734} 425-1520

(248) 650-5670

'} *ABY = Amusp) Pervenbage Yiekd, This b & Fimited hmunﬂ'udwm bedbmwwdumvume ihee

-um. depmlt L] S!sn.nw “Intpdest will mo

FOR THE RECORD

B
Roy A. Bremer
Bremer, 64, fermerly of Southfield,
died Sent. 30,
C
Beveriy D. Chudy-Estes
Chudy-Estes, 72, of Farmington Hilts,
died Oct. 3.
D
Frederic C. Doletzky

Doleizky, 76, of Westland, died O¢t. 5,

F
Parker C. Finn
_Finn, 73, of Beverly Hills, died Oct. 5.
‘ J
Evelyn Jewell

. Jewell, 67, of Westland, died Oct. 6. -

L
Randait “Randy"” Lockey

Lockey, 56, of Oviedo, Fla., died Sept.

23,
M
Isabeli M. Maurer
Maurer, 93, of Livania, died Oct. 5.
Joanne E. McCarthy

McCarthy, 64, of Plymouth Townshlp,

died Sept. 27.
N

" Ethel C. Nelson

Nelson, 95, of Pontiac, formerly of
Clarkston, died Qct. 6.
0

;_I(e'nneth D. Ockerman

Ockerman, 78, of Farminc_jton Hills;

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. '
Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Community Life
section in Passages on page C4.

died Oct. 1.
R
Maxine Rumpa

Rumpa, 75, of Delaware, Ohio, formeriy

of Garden City, died Oct. 1. -
S
Stella Szamborski
Szamborskl 86, of Farmmgton died
20ck 3.

Lena M. Wahi
Wani, 96, of Auburn Hills, died Sept 4,

Krystyna Wierzbicki
Wierzbicki, 54, died Oct. 6.

Ernest A. Wilheimi o
Wilhielmi, 63, of Plymalth, diéd Oct.

| (734) 981-0700

39205 Ford Road
just east of I-215
Westland

www.fortknoxmi.com

(734) 747-9060

$1 Move-In
. Speclal

'Plus 20% OFF
PACKING SUPPLIES

3870 Jackson Road
1 mile west of 1-94, exit 1'.'2
' Ann Arbor

QEDBIBIBOR

THE GOLD STANDARD IN SELF STORAGE
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valking for us to do in

11 today, Sunday, Oct. 9.
out ationally renowned

: 1, sponsors its annual

is:HOPE seeks to make

& step at a time,

ind of us how far we have yet

and ethnicinequality, injustice

e,men beheved they had
Japanese competi-

st bear responsibility for set-
1g the stage., Years ago it was
ptable to blame the
Japanese for the auto industry’s

an economic downturn. We are

experiencing the nation’s worst
jobless rate. Racial and ethnic

intimidation is oﬁ;en exacerba,ted in tough eco-

intimidaticy. Some have even been unna.ted on.
Mary Sue Coleman, U-M’s president, showed
her leadership hy strongly denouncing these
unacceptablebehaviors. Thank you, President
Coleman, for standing upto preserve the rights
and dignity of all. Rem
surely, history wﬂl; repea,t itself. -

J heanng to dlscuss Wal-Mart's
proposal: Livonia residents expressed fear that
“blacks” from Dietroit would.come to mostly

“white” Livonia ¢ shop afid work. And “oh-my”
that ultimately, Livonia’ would become a “ghet-
to” as a result. .

This isn’t the 1960s in M1ss1551pp1 — thisis
Michigan in the 21st century. Southeast
Michigan remains one of the most segregated
regions in the nation. Livonia is one of the
“whitest” cities with populations over 100,000.
In contrast, Detroit is one of the “blackest”
cities. Separated by only a few miles, the socio-
economic status of each city’s residents is
unequal.

Hooray for Wayne County Executive Robert
Ficano for stepping up to acknowledge this dis-
parity and pointing out that “this behavior holds

in t e right direction

the region back.” The first step in problern solv-
ing is. problem identification. Houston — we
have a race problern! -

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

Hurricane Katrina was a disaster, Even more
of a disaster was the response to help the count-
less families in Mississippi, Alabama and
Louisiana. We all watched the desperate situa-
tions portrayed by newscasts. We witnessed the
loss of life and dignity. We also witnessed an
array of emotions from anguish, anger and fear

" to hope, joy and love. We watched the most vul-

nerable among us virtually ignored as flood
waters overtook them. Our eyes were opened to
the séparate and unequal worlds that exist in
America today.

The scene in New Orleans should send shock
waves to our sense of decency in the same way
that seeing police dogs and fire hoses turned
loose on peaceful 1960s civil rights demonstra-
tors did. The 1977 book The Land of Promise,
The Rise and Fall of Social Problems in
America said that a social problem does not
exist until enough people with power agree that
there is a social problem. Social problems are
produced by public opinion rather than a par-
ticular social condition.

These three events open our eyes to the social
problems that surround us. We are waiting for
leaders — those with power — to galvanize our
social consciences. Perhaps ignorance, hatred,
natural disaster and an inept government
respomnse can stir our emotions and activism. We
must rise up like a mighty storm to shore up the
social levees that have been neglected in our
country. If we can conquer these evils, mayhe
there will be truth in Ralph Waldo Emerson’s
thoughts, ever sweet has its sour and every ev11

_its good.”

Today is Focus; HOPE’s March for Diversity.
Please participate to honor longtime civil justice
crusader, MaryAnn Mahaffey, who has
announced her retirement after more than 30
years as a Detroit City Council member. Please
show the world that Detroiters are willing to
take necessary steps to eradicate racism and
injustice wherever it rears its ugly head.

For more information on the Focus:HOPE
Walk for Diversity, call (313) 494-5500 or visit
the Focus:HOPE Web site at
www,focushope.edu. Focus: HOPE's mission
statement is “Recognizing the dignity and beau-

- ty of every person, we pledge intelligent and

practical actions to overcome racism, poverty and
injustice. And to build a metropolitan communi-
ty where all people may live in freedom, harmony,
trust and affection, Black and white, yellow,
brown, red from Detroit and its suburbs and
every economic status, national origin and reli-
gious persuasion, we join in this covenant.”
(Adopted March 8, 1968)

Tom Watkins is a former state superintendent of schoois.

FRIENDS

8 oz. Filet Mignon
All Dinners Include:

Soup or Salad, Potato

& Loaf or Hot Bread

EVERY WEDNESDAY

$Q)95

CAN’T BEAT THESE SPECIALS! | 1
| Your Choice of any entree below: 9 5 |
| 10 oz. New York Strip Steak |
| < Gulf Stream Fried Shrlmp |
I = Chargrilled Titapia 1
i Dine in Oni 1y w/coupon Explres 11-30-05 |
L Excludas hanksg_ir_qb_v & Swsetes! Da 2V N |

8051 Middiebelt Road * Westland

734-421-6990 |

MAZZONI JEWELERS

In the Jewelry Business Since 1970

Mlchael A. Mazzoni

" Owner

Custom Jewelry Design
insurance and Estate Appraisals -

Diamonds ® Precious Gems

Gold e Platinum

OPENING FRIDAY

USDA Select
Tender

BONELESS
GHUGK ROAST

SIRLOIN STEAK

'3.88..
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*his year for the first time, the federal gov-

a day for all students to study the
Constitution.

Constitution Day is Sept. 17 and has never
gotten the PR or the fireworks of July 4: But it
is the Constitution that provides the frame-
work for our federal system of government. It
is the Constitution that recognizes our liber-
ties and guarantees their protection,

It isn’t too much to ask that one day a year
be set aside to remind students of how
important that document is and what an .
inspiration it has been to the world.

This is especially true as we seem to be
having a problem teaching children-social
studies. Scores on the annual Michigan
Education Assessment Program tests regu-
larly show that only a small percentage of
gtudents show proficiency in
social studies. This past
spring, the percentage of pro-
ficient fifth-graders dropped
| from 31 percent to 26 percent
{ and eighth-graders edged up
§ from a dismal 29 percent to
4 31 percent.
et 1  Sample MEAP tests show
Hugh
Galiagher

to read, have some knowl-
edge of basic ideas appropri-

* ate for their age and be able
to connect the dots between what they read
in the question and what they are supposed
‘to know. What they are supposed to know,
based on the MEAP tests, are both some
basic history and the ability to understand
how to read charts, how to connect disparate
ideas, how to understand the basics of
democracy and how to relate those ideas to
problems that might actually arise in their
own world.

An example from the 2003 fifth-graders’
test, for instance, has a brief news story type
item on a new park for children and then
asks several questions that would gauge a
child’s ability to read and understand the
story and their understanding of their local
government. As a newspaper editor, those
are certainly important things for a child to
understand.

We all know that for most kids, school
work isn’t at the top of their interest list.
Video games, cheesy pop music and getting
the right fashion look are all considerably
more important. For eighth-graders, of
course, the hormones begin to kick in and
add another distraction that will stay with
them for a while.

But these students do not fall this short in
reading, science or even math (the creature
that waited to devour me every day at
. school). It seems that for many children,
social science is just so much “blah, blah,
blah,” that they tune out.

Yet, the social sciences are a.bout 11fe itself

Mlke 3 Famo_us. :
Oven Ready

BONELESS STUFFED

" OUR BesT! "FRESH FROM THE BARREL
KOSHER STYLE

|

‘I 99,
Only ib.

ernment mandated that schools set aside -

that students need to be able

' expense.

'USDA - Bar-B-0 Pork

’1.98.
Only ®e ib.

'2.99.
Only 0 Ib.

Oven Ready Stuffed

RDASTIHG GHIGI{EH

PORK STEAK

OPE - steps |Low social science scores.
a problem for democracy

Many are quick to biame teachers for this_

 problem, but I've known imaginative -

teachers who worked long hours to bring. :
history to life only to have chifdren

snicker, giggle and yawn their way

through the class. Compared to video
games and pop stars, social studies
teachers don't ma‘ke the qrade. B

ol

— the life we led as explored in hzstory and "
the life we are living in economics and gov-
ernment. Knowing these subjects is the first
step in preserving that Constitution and the -
rights that it acknowledges and pledges to
protect. The social sciences also place the
United States in the context of the rest of the
world and open minds to other ways of liv-
ing, other ideas.

Many are quick to blame teachers for thas
problem, but I've known imaginative teach-
ers who worked long hours to bring history
to life only to have children snicker, giggle
and yawn their way through the class. _
Compared to video games and pop stars, -
social studies teachers don't make the grade,

Unfortunately, as a democracy we need our
people to understand their history, to know
the basics of economics, to know how the .
various levels of government work and inter-
act. We need people to understand their
rights and to understand that nobody gave
them those rights, but that many have debat-
ed, fought and died to defend those rights,
‘We need people to understand at least the
basics of life, culture and government in -
other countries of the world.

If something as vital as this is a yawn to
our children, it might be because their pa.r~
ents and other.adults also don’t take it seri-
ously They assume that democracy will con-
tinue to go along with or without them. At
the local level, elections rarely draw out more
than a hardcore of dependable voters. School
clections are notorious for attracting 5, 10,15 -
percent of registered voters, even though Y
schools represent a major government

Maybe we need to make a big deal out of
other days as well as Constitution Day.

The floed of current events, from the con-
tinuing war in Iraq to the devastating hurri- :
canes in the Gulf to local disputes over build-
ing projects, are a teaching and learning
opportunity to spark a child’s interest in the
real world.

Hugh Galtagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by email at hgal-

- lagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at. (734) 953- 3149

or by fax at (734) 991-7279.
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in the Farmington Village Complex next to Bellacino’s - IhP':““' :
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TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10;00 AM TO 10;00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted with phone orders.
S8TORE HOURS: The Vilage of Rochester Hills (248) 276-5705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sumr. 12-6, Mon.-Sat, 10-9.
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORMNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON
STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE JN LNONIA CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AMD 81X MILE ROAD. Parcenteges off tegular prices or origing prices, as shown,

Actuel sevings may exceed State ! fe. et - E ivd " Criginal” prices reflect offering Prices which mey not heve resultad in actus| seles. Merchandias astection may very from one storg to anothar.
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