
.ft 

Symphony begins season: in new hail 

OBSERVER UFE, SECTION C >.*M// 
The best tresses from 

the best hairstylists NSERTED SECTION 

Newspaper classified sections 
are available at the Reference 

Desk 

75 cents WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2001 

www.hometownlife. com 

Your hometown newspaper 
serving Westland for 
41 years 

in random 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Vandals who fired random shots in 
a north Westland neighborhood may 
be.linked to a similar incident in 
Garden City,;authprities said Friday. 
: Gunshots rang but early Sept. 15 on 

Fremont, Beatrice and Gladys, shat­
tering the early morning quiet of a 
Westland neighborhood shortly after 
shots were heard at Pierce and 

Moeller in Garden Gity. 
The gunshots in Westland hap­

pened about 4 a.m. and again at 6 
a.m. Vandals drove along residential 
streets near Middlebelt and Ann 
Arbor Trail and opened fire on parked 
vehicles and stop signs, although one 
house also was struck. 

Shots started earlier, about 2:43 
a.m., in Garden City, where bullets 
struck a stop sign. 

On Thursday, Westland Deputy 

Police Chief Marc Stobbe announced 
that a reward of up to $1,000 is being 
offered for information leading to an 
arrest in the shootings. 

The reward is being offered by -̂
Crime Stoppers of Michigan, and the 
tip can be made anonymously by call­
ing (800) SPEAK-UP, Or (800) 773-
2587-

"They can call seven days a week, 
24 hours a day" Stobbe said. 

No one has been hurt during any of 

the shootings, but the incidents rat­
tled nerves in usually quiet neighbor­
hoods in Westland and Garden City: 
Authorities continue to investigate 
the incidents. 

"We're doing all that we can," 
Stobbe said. "We're interviewing peo­
ple and following up on all leads. 
We're working with other police agen­
cies who may have had similar inci­
dents." 

The shootings have proved frustrat­

ing for local authorities. 
"We don't have any leads," police 

Sgt. Michael Willard said Thursday. 
Police have no description of poten­

tial suspects. But they have learned 
that the car used in the drive-by 
shootings in Westland may be a 
1990s-model, gold-colored vehicle, 
possibly a Mercury Cougar or a Ford 
Thunderbird. 
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Gary Martin and Scott Focious of Buckmaster Contracting Co. give the interior of the Perrinsville School a fresh coat of paint. 

School ready for students 

Painter Gary Martin touches up around one of the 
windows in the school. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A
one-room, historic schoolhouse in 
Westland has received a facelift as 
historians prepare it for a new 

round of educational-visits by local stu­
dents. 

Built in 1856, the quaint, charming 
Perrinsville Schoolhouse - complete with 
a bell tower - gives students an opportu­
nity to see how pupils were schooled in 
the late 1800s. 

Visiting teachers use old-fashioned les­
son manuals to teach subjects ranging 
from mathematics to geography. 
Students learn from 1890-era reading 
books, and they also sing the songs and 
play the games of their ancestors. 

Historians who worked tirelessly for 
the school's restoration became con­
cerned when they started noticing dam­
age to the building, which sits on the 
north side of Warren Road west of 
Merriman. 

Historians worried about cracks that 
developed inside the building, and they 
realized that the school also needed new 
paint to spruce it up. 

Using $3,200 donated by a local his­
torical group, the Friends of the 
Museum, Perrinsville's protectors recent­
ly arranged for workers to make repairs. 

"They repaired the cracks and painted 

over them," said historian Virginia 
Braun, who has helped lead Perrinsville 
restoration efforts. "The ceiling had a lot 
of cracks because it's drywall. All of those 
cracks usedto show, but now it looks 
really, really good." 

Workers also used a cream-colored 
paint to complete the facelift. 

"Itlooks allfreshandclean,"Braun 
said, "and we're ready for school classes 
to come in." 

Local historian Ruth Dale said fliers 
have been sent to third- and fourth-
grade teachers in the Wayne-Westland, 
Livonia and Garden City school districts, 
informing them that Perrinsville is avail­
able for visits. 

Students pay $3 each to attend the 
school for a day - money that historians 
use to help pay for the building's upkeep. 

The reading books used at the school 
are geared toward third- and fourth-
grade students, although historians said 
teachers at other grade levels also are 
welcome to use the school for a day. 

The school remains in its original loca­
tion, and some former teachers and stu­
dents have been known to visit during 
special events there. 

The school is available for visits 
Monday through Friday. Teachers who 
want to arrange a visit or who want more 
information may call (734) 427-4648. 
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3 schools receive 
district's Golden 

Encore Award 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

For the third time in 17 
months' time, the Wayne-
Westland school board has 
recognized three elementary 
schools for outstanding aca­
demic achievement. 

Receiving the board's 
Golden Apple Encore Award 
were Elliott, Roosevelt-
McGrath and Taft-Galloway 
Elementary schools which 
increased their state stan­
dardized tests scores by more 
than 60 points over three con­
secutive years. 

"Significant achievement 
doesn't happen by chance, it 
happens because of many 
hours of effort and the dedica­
tion and commitment of the 
staffs, parents and adminis­
trators put in," said 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
in introducing the awards. 

The Golden Apple Award 
was started under then-Gov. 
John Engler to recognize 
schools that improved their 
MEAP test scores. At the 
time, the awards came with 
$10,000 to further school 
improvement. 

When the state discontin­
ued the awards several years 
ago, Wayne-Westland decided 
to present its own Golden 
Apples along with a stipend, 
$10,000 for first-time recipi­
ents and $5,000 for repeat 
winners. 

"We had several schools in 
the middle of the process 
when the state chose to dis­
continue the award along 
with the monetary piece that 
goes with it," said Baracy. "We 
had staffs in the middle of 
very comprehensive, intense 
school improvement activities 
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pile up 
in 
robbery 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Three defendants now face 
trial after the plot thickened 
for two armed Westland rob­
beries that targeted pizza 
delivery workers. ; 

One defendant also is 
accused of threatening wit­
nesses and saying he would 
have killed police officers - if 
he still had a gun when they 
came to arrest him, authori­
ties said. 

The armed robberies 
occurred when fake pizza 
orders were made Aug. 23 at 
Ravencrest Condominiums, 

cases 
on Newburgh near 
Marquette, and Aug. 29 in the 
400 area of Farmington. 

No shots were fired in 
either incident, but police Sgt. 
David Heater said that a 
loaded .45-caliber semiauto­
matic pistol was used. 

"It's a very powerful gun, 
and we're very fortunate that 
no one was hurt," he said. 

Three defendants who . 
appeared earlier this month 
in Westland District Court 
have waived their preliminary 
hearings - a move.that sent 
their cases to Wayne County 
Circuit Court for trial. 
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Striking Northwest mech real estate business 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

The bad blood brewing 
between Northwest Airjines and 
i^mechanics urrion$p|llecl into 
tfie ayea last week when striking 
mechanics Conducted On infor­
mational picket in front of a 
Plymouth, real estate firm. r 

More than a ddzen members 
of Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal 
Association Local S Canied 
picketsigns in front of Coldwell 
Banker Preferred on Ann Arbor 
Road Sept. 20. They said they 
were protesting thle return to 
work of Bbfe Beelefrof Canton, 
whomthe union says is a 
Coldwell Banker Realtor who is 
also a member of the mechanics' 
union. 

However,-they may have tar­
geted the<firrn for no reason. 
According to officials at 
Coldwell, Beeler has no real 
connection' with the firm other 
than the fact his wife works 
there. Tha#lef)tmanagement at 
the real esta^lfirm arigr^and 
perplexed. 

"(Beeler) is an assistant who 
helps his wife in his off-hours, 

' his wife is the Realtor," said 
owner Jim Stevens. "In fact, we 
have a number of agents whose 
husbands are members of the 
UAW and other unions. It's 
unfortunate (strikers) chose to 
paintus with a broad brush as '.• 
not supporting them." 

Northwest Airlines mechanics 
, have been on strike since Aug. 

20, and airline officials have 
been urging striking workers to 
cross the picket lines and return 
totiieirjobs4Accordingtq * 
AMFA Local & vice president 
Dennis Sutton, some half-dozen 
aircraft mechanics and two 
plant maintenance mechanics 
had returned to work. 

Beeler's return had fellow 
union members steaming on the 
picket line outside Coldwell 
Banker. Strikers walked in front 
of the building on Ann Arbor 
Road foj* several hours. 

"We thought we'd let his co­
workers and clients know what 
kind of person he is," said Neil 
Hesselgrave, who is one of the 
union's negotiators. ?It's shock--
ing (because) the union has 
helped him out when he was 
injured on the job. The whole 
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idea of the union is we care 
about each other and take care 
of each other. If I was one of his 
clients, I'd question whose inter­
ests he's protecting." 

But Beeler said the strikers 
were off target in striking in 
front of his wife's business. 
Beeler admitted he has a 
Realtor's license, but said it's in 
escrow and he is not actively 
selling real estate. 

"I think it's disgusting," Beeler 
said. "Why are they doing that? 
They should be here. There 
were fewer than five people at 
the terminal (Tuesday). It's a 
failing attempt to try to harass a 
few employees who are taking 
jobs back the company is offer­
ing." 

Strikers in Plymouth said they 
were protesting Beeler's return 
to work because many of them 
also have families, but chose to 
remain on strike. 

Rick Monday of Trenton, who 
walked the line in Plymouth, 
said he's got a wife and four chil­
dren - an 8-year-old, 6-year-old 
twins and a 4-year-old - at 
home. He said his wife recently 
took an $8-an-hour job working 
midnights at Target to "make 
ends meet." 

"I'm shocked (Beeler) would 
cross with all he's got going for 
him," Monday said. "I don't 
know how he gets up and looks 
at himself in the mirror in the 
morning." 

Beeler said the striking 
mechanics have the "right to do 
what they're doing. Why don't I 
have the same right?" 

"I think I'm the best judge of 
who needs the money and who 
doesn't need the money," Beeler 
said. "I have six kids and other 
obligations. I don't have a job 
with Coldwell Banker, and it's 
not like the housing market is 
all that great in Michigan, 
either. 

. "Everyone has their own set of 
criteria," Beeler added." "It's a 
decision process. Their choice is 
to do what they're doing. My 
choice is to do what I'm doing. 
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Striking members of the Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal Association Local 5 picket outside a real estate office along Ann 
Arbor Road in Plymouth. 

Should I be harassed for it? No." 
Beeler definitely doesn't think 

his wife should be targeted. His 
wife, Sandy Pattock-Beeler, 
agrees. 

"It's not my fight," said 
Pattock-Beeler, who said the 
couple is talking to an attorney 
about a possible injunction. 'As 
far as we're concerned, the 
harassment of me is unwarrant­
ed. We have family commit­
ments like everyone else,.and 
we're not willing to let our house 
go into foreclosure." 

Beeler said that, in addition to 
not wanting to give up his job, 
his decision to go back has more 
to do with the performance of 
union negotiators than anything 
else. 

According to Beeler, the 
union never told workers the 
airline could hire replacement 
workers, nor have union nego­
tiators kept a promise to allow 

members to have a voice in the 
negotiations. 

"The union had always stood 
by and said they were going to 
let the members be a part of the 
whole quorum (but) they neg­
lected to do that," Beeler said. 
"They neglected to go to the 
members with the last proposal. 
Was it great? Probably not. But 
it goes against what the union 
had always said they were going 
to do. 

"They never told us hiring 
replacement workers was ever 
an option. They never commu­
nicated the total scenario. That's 
like someone going under an 
operation without knowing 
what the end result is going to 
be." 

But Hesselgrave, one of the 
union's negotiators, said the 
union has dealt openly with the 
airline, but the airline hasn't 
budged. 

"We were talking $2.3 million 
in cost savings, and 80 percent 
of jobs," Hesselgrave said. '!A11 
we wanted was a 20-week sev­
erance package and to maintain 
work rules we've had for 40 
years. We were willing to bring 
it out for a vote. We're on strike 
because we offered a 20-percent 
pay cut, plus elimination of ' ' 
1,300 jobs, but they said it was­
n't enough." 

While strikers Tuesday said 
they were angry at Beeler 
because "he's taking jobs away . 
from us," Beeler said such anger 
is misdirected. 

"How do they figure that?" 
Beeler said. "They choose to sit 
out there and not take their jobs 
back. I choose to take my job 
back. There are jobs here for; 
them. I went and took my job 
back. That's the end result" 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

The Westland Democratic 
Club's next meeting will be at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept 27, at 
the Dorsey Center, on Dorsey 
east of Venoy and south of 
Palmer. Officers will meet at 7 
p.m. 

The club is asking that any 
candidate in upcoming elections 
call (734) 729-2953 to schedule 
an opportunity to speak at a 
club meeting. 

Scrapbook class 
Looking for help with your 

scrapbooking? 
The Wayne-Westland 

Community Schools' Adult and 
Community Education Program 
is offered a Scrapbook Page 
Layouts class 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 4 and 11. 

Participants will learn photo 
organization, page layout and 
journaling techniques. The cost 

is S20 for the class and $15 for 
the material. Call (734) 419-
2426 to register. For more infor­
mation about the class, call 
(734) 326-6111. 

Louise, Westland. Call (734) 
427-2810 for an appointment. 
Walk-ins are always welcome. 

Children in the second-sixth-
grades are invited to join the ' 
afterschool music and choir pro­
gram at Kirk of our Savior 
Church on Cherry Hill in 
Westland. 

The program meets 5-7 p.m. 
Thursdays, beginning Thursday, 
Sept. 29. It includes singing, 
music theory, piano keyboard 
skills, games, crafts and activi­
ties and a dinner. 

No musical experience neces­
sary, and all Christian faiths are 
welcome. There is weekly $2.50 
charge to cover the cost of the 
meal. 

For more information, call 
Timothy Falk at (734) 718-8733. 

St. Bernardine Church is hav­
ing a Las Vegas Party 8 p.m. to 
midnight Friday, Oct., 21, at the 
church, located on the south­
west corner Ann Arbor Trail and 
Merriman in Westland. 

There will blackjack, table 
gamesj hourly raffles and non­
smoking Blackjack rooms. 
Admission will be $7 and 
includes food (hot dogs, potato 
salad), pop and potato chips. 
Beer available at $1 per glass. 

For more information, call 
(734) 427-5150. 

St. Bernardine Men's Club 
also is sponsoring a 
Pinochle/Euchre Card Party on 
Fridays, Sept. 30, Oct. 14, Oct. 
28, Nov. 4, Nov. 18, Dec. 2, Dec. 
16, Jan. 6, Jan. 13, Jan. 27, Feb. 
3, Feb. 17 and Feb. 24. 

Participants don't need a 
partner to play. Snacks and soft 
drinks are included in the $5 
charge. Games start at 7:30 
p.m. 

Craft show tables 
Table rental is available at the' 

cost of $20 for the annual St. •-• 
Theodore Confraternity of 
Christian Women's craft show 
Saturday, Oct. 22. 

The show will be 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in the Parish Social Hall, 
8200 Wayne Road, Westland. 
Call Mary at (734) 425-4421 

(voice mail #10) to reserve a 
table. 

• Crafters are still needed for 
the 19th annual Delta Kappa 
Gamma juried show on 
Saturday, Oct. 15. The show will 
run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
West Middle School, 44401W. 
Ann Arbor Trail in Plymouth 
Township. Call Jan at (734) 
844-1707 or e-mail to the-
ways@comcast.net fof more 
information. 

• Edison Elementary will 
have its Holiday Bazaar 6-9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 16, at the 
school, 34505 Hunter at 
Wildwood, Westland. There will 
be 25 vendors, door prizes and 
bake sale. Admission is $2. 
Proceeds will benefit the Edison 
PTO. 
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Who will it be? 
Students at John Glenn High School will make the final decision on who will reign over this weekend's 
homecoming festivities. Vying for the honor of being queen are Homecoming Court members Asia Rush (from 
left), Brittany Smith, Amanda Eck, Kelly Borowiak and Jennifer Stevenson. King candidates are Brandon Pitt 
(from left), Chris Hylton, Josh Rogers, Curtis Adams and Gary Walker. The winners will be announced during 
halftime festivities Friday evening. 

Memorial scholarship comes 
in nick of time for its winner 

Girl Scouts need adult volunteers 
More than ever, Girl Scouts 

need committed, caring adults 
to make a difference in a girl's 
life and to help her realize her 
full potential. 

It's a tall order, but one that 
Girl Scout volunteers have 
been answering for nine 
decades. 

Girl Scouts of the Huron 
Valley Council is looking for 
short- or long-term volunteers 
to join their team of adults. 

If you want to share your 
administrative skills and tal­
ents, or would like to help 

guide girls, ages 5-17, call (800) 
49-SCOUT. 

Girl Scout volunteers make a 
positive difference in girls' 
lives. Huron Valley scout vol­
unteers benefit from special­
ized training, supervision, 
recognition and opportunities 
to positively impact the lives of 
girls. 

Girl-centered programs 
include cutting-edge initiatives 
in the arts, health and well­
ness, financial literacy, science, 
technology, engineering, math 
and travel. 

For the Children, United 
Way collect school goods 

United Way for Southeastern 
Michigan, in partnership with 
For the Kids Foundation, is 
leading a drive to collect school 
supplies for young Hurricane 
Katrina survivors who are now 
living in southeast Michigan 
and attending school in Wayne, 
Oakland or Macomb counties. 

Items, such as pencils, pens, 
crayons, highlighters, 
notepads, drawing papers, con­
struction paper, glue sticks, 
rulers, hand held calculators, 
scientific calculators, pocket . 
folders, binders, Trapper 
Keepers, scissors, pocket dic­
tionaries and children's dic­
tionaries and backpacks are 
needed. 

.All supplies are requested by 
Friday, Oct. 7, and can be 
dropped off 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, at any of the 
following locations: 

• United Way for 
Southeastern Michigan down­
town office, 1212 Griswold at 
State Street, Detroit 

• N. Yatooma & Associates, 

219 Elm St., Birmingham. 
• United Way for 

Southeastern Michigan 
Macomb office, 178 Cass Ave., 
Mt. Clemens. 

• ACCESS, 2651 Saulino 
Court, Dearborn. 

• Oakland Christian 
Church, 5100 N. Adams, 
Oakland Township. 

United Way has worked with 
community partners to identify 
at least 200 youth who have 
relocated to the metro Detroit 
area from Louisiana and 
Mississippi and are currently 
enrolled in school. 

The items will be sorted and 
distributed to ensure that these 
children have the basic sup­
plies necessary to succeed in 
school. White Star Trucking 
Co. will be delivering the sup­
plies to a central location for 
sorting and distribution. 

For more information, call 
Patricia McCann at United 
Way at (313) 226-9416 or Judy 
Vindici at For the Kids 
Foundation at (888) 987-5437 

CJw.. *Skop$ at sSiveetwatez UitL&aga 
are offering a 

Bent W i l l o w Furniture Making Class 
Saturday, O c t o b e r !, f rom 10 A M - 2 PM 

Select a project design and make the 
Willow furniture that you have so admired in 3-4 hours. 

Bim Willow, author and instructor 
will teach you his distinct craft. 

Call Linda Crimboli for registration 
(734) 495-1700 

Log onto www.crimboli.com for details. 
Registration deadline extended to September 30. 

Located at 
Crimboli Nursery • 50145 Ford Rd., Canton, Ml 

Conductive Keratoplasty (CK), is the fastest advancement in 
vision correction approved by the FDA. CK is vie first non-laser 

ocedure to reduce your dependency on reading glasses! 
CK is minimally Invasive, takes only a few minutes and 

requires only eyedrop anesthesia. 
, Trust yours eyes to the doctors that have 

* performed retractive surgery longer man 
•^ ANYONE in the country. Your eyes are too 

* * - important not to. 

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE 
Technology with a Personal Touch 

1-800-676-EYES 
or see what our patients are saying at 

www*micheYecare.com 

Girl Scouts of the USA is the 
world's preeminent organiza­
tion for girls, with a member­
ship of more than 3.8 million 
girls and adults. In Girl 
Scouting - and its special girls-
only environment - girls dis­
cover the fun, friendship and 
power of girls together. 

Girl Scouts of the Huron 
Valley Council serves 1 in 5 
girls in Livingston, Monroe, 
Washtenaw and western 
Wayne and Oakland counties. 
Call (800) 49-SCOUT, or visit 
the Web site at www.gshvc.org. 
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Melissa Maylone of 
Westland fell short of the 
tuition money she needed for 
her senior year at Wayne State 
University. 

"My tuition went up this 
year, and I needed $1,000 to 
pay for the rest of my school 
this year," she said. 

Maylone, a social work 
major and 2001 graduate of 
Wayne Memorial High School, 
thought she might have to try 
for a loan. 

Then, she got a call that she 
haci won a $1,000 scholarship 
given by Norman's Market, in 
memory of the late owner, Dale 
Freese, who died of brain can-, 
cer last year at age 59. 

Rick Ziolkowski, part-owner 
of the market that opened in 
1950, said Maylone received 
the first of what will be an 
annual scholarship. 

"Dale believed in giving back 
to the community," Ziolkowski 
said. "That's part of the reason 
we decided to start the scholar­
ship fund." 

Maylone, 22, won over seven 
other applicants, 

"It was such a blessing," she 
said. "It was perfect timing." 

Maylone was given the 
scholarship at Norman's 
Market on Sept. 8 - the day 
that Freese would have cele­
brated his birthday. 

Freese's father, Norman, 
started the market in 1950. It 
is located on Wayne Road, 
north of Palmer. , 

Dale Freese took over the 
store in 1974 and was its owner 

Melissa Maylone holds a scholarship award she received from Norman's 
Market, in memory of late owner Dale Freese. Maylone is flanked by part-
owner Rick Ziolkowski and Dale Freese's wife, Kathy. 

until he died last year. He 
made Ziolkowski a partner six 
years ago. 

Maylone won her scholar­
ship after writing a paper and 
partly due to her potential for 
success. 

She was chosen by a com­
mittee that included 
Ziolkowski, Dale Freese's wife, 
Kathy, and son Jamie Freese. 

"It's going to be a yearly 
thing," Ziolkowski said. "Next 
year, we're hoping to give more 
than one scholarship." 

Melissa Maylone was 

given the scholarship at 

Norman's Market on Sept. 

8 - t h e day that Dale 

Freese would have 

celebrated his birthday. 

MamberFDIC. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of this publication data. Limited-time offer may be withdrawn at any time. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees, if any, may 
reduce earnings on the account. Minimum opening balance for Circie Checking is $50. See a banker for details. 

http://wivw.hometownlife.com
http://www.crimboli.com
http://www.gshvc.org
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Resident looks to cash in on boom mm 

BY KURT KUBAN 

STAFF WRITER 

Bonnie Berg relaxes on a 
wooden swing in her front 
yard, and watches the count­
less cars go whizzing by along 
Michigan Avenue, just west of 
Beck. For many, the near-deaf­
ening noise would be a nui­
sance. But not Berg. 

"I'm so used to it, it doesn't 
bother me," says Berg, 77-

Motorists who have driven 
Michigan Avenue for any num­
ber of years have probably 
noticed Berg's home and busi­
ness, Bart's Rustic Lawn 
Furniture. It's the place with 
all the picnic tables and other 
assorted wooden furniture sit­
uated on the lawn. For many, it 
has been a landmark of sorts 
along the highway that has for 
generations connected Detroit 
and Dearborn with towns like 
Ypsilanti and ultimately 
Chicago. 

But like other landmarks 
along "old" Michigan Avenue, 
such as the recently demol­
ished De Swan Motel windmill 
sign, Bart's may soon be a 
thing of the past. About three 
years ago, Berg put her house 
and nearly 10 acre farm up for 
sale, hoping to cash in on all 
the recent interest in property 
along the once dusty highway. 

"I would love to retire and 
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Bonnie Berg, 77, who owns Bart's Rustic Lawn Furniture, has lived on Michigan 
Avenue for a half century. The highway has changed much since she moved 
here from Dearborn with her late husband, Bart. She is trying to sell her farm. 

travel. I've been doing this for 
48 years," she says of her lawn 
furniture business. 

When Berg and her hus­
band, Bart Berg, moved to 
Canton from Dearborn some 
55 years ago, Michigan Avenue 
was vastly different than it is 
today. There was no fast food 
restaurants or big box retailers 
like The Home Depot. Of 
course, Canton itself was a 
much different place. It was 
known for its sweet corn, not 
hip Swedish furniture, as it will 
once IKEA opens next year. 

The Bergs, who raised five 
children, actually played a role 

: in Canton's transformation 
from agricultural town to 
booming suburb. According to 
Bonnie, her husband, who 
passed away in 1985, was 
instrumental in starting up the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 
and the Canton Rotary Club. 

"Bart always had high hopes 
for Canton. He had come from 
Dearborn, where he was quite 
active in the business commu­
nity. We had to wait for the 
population to build up out 

here," she said. "I like the 
improvements in the commu­
nity. I think Bart would be 
happy with what Canton has 
become." 

Still, Berg says she does miss 
the way Canton used to be. 

"I remember when the farm­
ers used to line up along 
Michigan Avenue and sell eggs 
right out in front of the house. 
They would set up a picnic 
table in the median and con­
gregate. Those are the kinds of 
things you miss," she said, 
pausing. "To be able to see the 
fields of corn, to see the fields 
of wheat and soybeans. You 
just don't see that anymore." 

To make her property more 
attractive to potential buyers, 
Berg has combined it with her 
next door neighbor's farm. 
Together, the two properties 
total just under 20 acres, 
enough land to accommodate a 
larger development. They are 
asking $100,000 per acre. 

"Everyone says Michigan 
Avenue is just booming. 
Nobody has really been inter­
ested yet. Hopefully the right 
buyer will come along, and I'll 
be able to move on with my 
life," she said. 

Berg plans to stay in Canton 
when and if she sells the prop­
erty. 

kkuban@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 459-2700 

Johnson parents split on safety issue 
BY STEPHANIE AN6ELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

Parents of Johnson 
Elementary School students 
shared mixed feelings Monday 
about the security measures 
taken to separate adult pro­
grams from children's classes 
within the building. 
- When adult English as a 
Second Language courses and a 
Regional Educational Media 
Center were relocated from 
Dickinson Center to the elemen­
tary school last month, parents 
raised concerns about the influx 
of adults those programs would 
bring. 

The district has taken meas­
ures to step up security in the 
school, and placed the ESL 
classes and the REMC in rooms 
separate from the elementary 
population. The school now has 
a buzzer system for its adult visi­
tors, video monitoring and sig­

nage to direct adults where they 
need to go. Students in the ESL 
program wear photo ID badges. 
And lockers for the School Age 
Child Care program were moved 
out of the hall where the classes 
and REMC room were placed. 

April Pope, a mother of a sec­
ond-grader at Johnson, said 
these additions have alleviated 
her concerns. She said she is at 
the school almost every day and 
has seen very few adults using 
the REMC room, even fewer 
than she expected. 

Terri Fata agreed: "I'm also 
here to say I'm satisfied with the 
security measures... I'm com­
fortable with the way things 
are." 

But Johnson mom Karen 
Wesley said she feels the addi­
tion of ESL and REMC has"sac-
rificed my child's safely." She 
added that she would Ve like to 
have known about the change 
earlier. Like most Johnson par-
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ents, Wesley first heard about 
the addition of those programs 
the day before school started. 

"We were forced into a situa­
tion none of us were really com­
fortable with," she told the board 
Monday. While Wesley said she 
supports the ESL program, she 
is concerned that placing that 
program in the school greatly 
increases the number of adults 
who have access to the building. 

Rebecca Forton has three 
children attending the school. 
She, too, is fighting against the 
addition of adult classes in the 
school. "We've opened the 
school to all people," she said. 
"The Livonia and Westland 
police departments were not 
even aware it was going on." 

Forton was not comfortable 
with the security measures. She 
said the video monitor will only 
"record a crime after it has been 
committed to one of our ele­
mentary age children." 

James Kase, father of a fifth-
grade daughter, asked: "Why 
was it not acceptable at 
Washington. School, but it's per­

fectly acceptable at Johnson?" 
Washington Elementary was 

another site chosen to house 
ESL programs during the day 
and evening. Due to parent con­
cerns, those programs were relo­
cated to a Westland church 
shortly after the start of the 
school year. Community 
Relations Director Jay Young 
said Wednesday: "We feel we've 
responded to concerns in an 
appropriate manner." He said 
the district has taken additional 
steps to "assure parents their 
children are safe and secure at 
the school." 

"REMC users and ESL stu­
dents are well-documented," he 
added. "We know who they are 
arid we don't anticipate any 
problems." 

Leona Andres, PTA president 
at Johnson, sent a letter thank­
ing Young and administrators 
for handling the situation quick­
ly. Additional safety measures 
were put in place within one 
week of the first PTA meeting 
on Sept. 6 when parents voiced 
their concerns. 

ANNIVERSARY SALE 
GOING ON NOW 

CELEBRATING 4 0 YEARS 
Look for our circular & save on thousands 

of P.A.L.S. offers storewide. 

Where the pets go. &£U 
For the PETCO location nearest you, 

please visit PETCO.com or call 1-888-824-PALS (7257) 

GARDEN CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Garden City Public School District is seeking sealed bids for labor 
and material to replace wet insulation and patch (as necessary) the 
roof in marked areas. Approximately 5000 square feet of roof area 
is affected. 

LOCATION: Burger Sehool 
30922 Beechwood 
Garden City, MI 48135 

• Provide necessary labor and materials to remove existing roof 
and wet insulation (areas have been marked) to the first roof 
layer involving approximately 5000 square feet in 26 different 
areas. 

• Replace wet insulation with new isocyanurate insulation to 
match the height of the existing insulation (mechanically fasten 
insulation through the first roof to the deck). 

• Fully adhere new EPDM (60 mil) to the newly insulated areas 
and tie into the existing roof. 

• Properly flash all roof drains, vent pipes and curbs as required 
within repair area. 

• Clean up and remove all job debris from the job site. 
• Contractor to field verify dimensions. 
• Provide the cost per square foot for additional areas. 
• Work shall be completed in a workman-like manner per 

manufacturer's specifications. 
• The bidder shall provide a notarized copy of the "Familial 

Relationship Disclosure Statement" as required by the State of 
Michigan (form available at Administration Building). 

BIDS ARE TO BE SEALED AND MARKED: . 

BURGEE ROOF REPAIR 
ATTENTION: GARY MARCHEL 

Publish: September 25,2005 OE0S37Z7ae 

N o t i c e o f P u b l i c S a l e o f P e r s o n a l P r o p e r t y 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, the undersigned will sell at 
public auction by competitive bidding. Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units, which rent 
and fees are past due. 
On the premises where said property has been stored and which 
are located at Public Storage, 3650 Enterprise Dr., Allen Park, 
Michigan 38101, (313) 441-3117, on 09-28-05 at 10:30 a.m. Personal 
property described below in the matter of: 
B047 - Aundra Lipscomb Baker - boxes, sofa, lamps, loveseat, 
microwave 
B221 - Barbara Ayers - mattress, boxes, sofa, totes, weights 
B231 - Veronica Aquilina - bags, boxes, vacuum, ironing board, 
broom 
B232 - Katherine Keller - bags, boxes 
B265 - Steven Weaver - bags, boxes, totes, stereo 
B287 - Meredith Keller - boxes, suitcase 
D003 - Clement Pearson - mattress, bike, dryer, fishing equipment, 
refrigerator 
D020 - Ronald Bunez - mattresses, boxes, sofa, entertainment 
center, loveseat 
D041 - Nathan Williams ~ bike, boxes, lawnmower 
E003 - Ronald Mcfadden - bags, boxes, chairs, sofa, lamps, loveseat, 
microwave 
E007 - Shirley Smith - bags, bike, boxes, stereo, table, totes, TV 
F029 - Carla Miller r boxes, fan, shelving, TVs, grille, toilet . 
F042 - Tina Hblden - mattresses, bike, computer, microwave, TV, 
•vacuum 
Publish: September 22 & 25,2005 OEOSSTIM* 

FROM PAGE Al 

and had taken on a number of 
jobs and tasks far beyond what 
they'd done in past, so the board 
stepped up and said we will 
honor and recognize the staffs." 

Elliott received its first 
Golden Apple from the school 
board in February 2004. School 
board Vice President Cindy 
Schofield presented the Encore 
Award to Principal Johnnye 
Summerville and several mem­
bers of her staff. 

"You've all of done a wonder­
ful job over at Elliott," she said. 
"We know all of the hard work 
you put in with Saturday 
schools and everything else you 
do and it shows. The communi­
ty over there appreciates your 
building." 

"We certainly appreciate you 
saying what a full-scope job it 
is" Summerville said. "We've 
done after hours, weekends, 
even Sunday visits. We do what­
ever it takes to get job done." 

Members of the Roosevelt-
McGrath staff dressed in red for 
the award presentation, han­
dled by board member Steve 
Beeher. The school received its 
first Golden Apple from the 
state in 2001. 

"It's a great deal of pleasure to 
present the Encore award for a 
wonderful, excellent job you've 
done over there for students of 
Wayne-Westland," he told them. 

While happy to be back to 
receive another Apple award, 
Principal Mary Anne Garzon 
was quick to thank the person­
nel at the district's central office 
which supported the Roosevelt-
McGrath staff through the 
many curriculum changes dic­
tated by state and federal gov­
ernments. 

She also had praise for her 
staff, calling them wonderful. 

"What makes coming to work 
enjoyable for me is because they 
take teaching to heart so seri­
ously and care about kids " she 
said. "They do the best thing for 
kids and that's more enjoyable 
to me." 

For Trustee Skip Monit, the 
Taft-Galloway presentation had 
special meaning. He was pre­
senting it to "friends I've known 
all these years." The school 
received its first Golden Apple , 
from the school board a year 
ago. 

"This is terrific," he said. "A lot 
of reasons have been given, but 
the words on the plaque say it 
honors excellence in teaching, 
and that says it all," he said. "I'm 
most proud of all of you. I've 
known you were excellent all 
these years and it makes it great 
that we can acknowledge it with 
this award." 

Principal Stephanie Ormsby 
thanked the board for continu­
ing the award in tight financial 
times and had a special thank 
you for the Taft-Galloway com­
munity which has been "with us 
in the many, many changes the 
last few years to improve stu­
dent achievement every step of 
the way." 

"It made my job easy,'' she 
said. "What made it easy to 
come to work was the most 
wonderful, amazing, dedicated 
and intelligent staff this district 
has to offer." 

School board President 
Frederick Weaver expressed 
appreciation of the work the 
schools have done. 

"To get this award one time is 
an amazing feat, but to come 
back and do it again is even 
better," he said. 

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112 

FOR THE RECORD 

Priscilla K. Arcure-Eastman 
Arcure-Eastman, 85, of Rochester Hills, 
died Sept. 6. 

Marjorle E. Arnold 
Arnold, 96, of Rochester, died Sept. 4. 

C 
Thetma E. Cameron 

Cameron, 77, of Rochester, died Sept. 
8. 

June M. Cassldy 
Cassidy, 78, of Shelby Township, died 
Aug. 31. 

Chuck W. Chappefl 
Ctiappell, 68, died 22. 

Floyd "Bud" or "Curly" Curtis 
Curtis, 75, of Rochester Hills, died Aug. 
27. 

D 
Kensel DePoy 

DePoy, 81, of Canton, died Sept. 13. 
G 

Rose Galica 
Galica, 85, of Farmington, died Sept. 9. 

James R. Graham 
Graham, 84, of Rochester Hills, died 
Sept. 5. 

H 
Elizabeth Ann Hansen 

Hansen, of Garden City, died Sept. 12. 
Rexford Hoffman 

Hoffman, 99, of Plymouth, died Sept. 
15. 

J 
Delorls Johnson 

Johnson, 78, of Rochester, died Sept. 
15. 

K 

For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Community Life 
section in Passages on page C4. 

Vitold Kaminskis 
Kaminskis, 86, of Rochester Hills, died 
Sept 12. 

Vera Kompoltowicz 
Kompoltowicz, 99, of Westland, died 
Sept. 6. 

M 
Peter D. Marrocco 

Marrocco, 49, of Garden City, died 
Sept. 18 

W 
Alice Walters 

Walter, 86, of Garden City, died Sept. 2. 
Mary Lou Warner 
' Warner, 55, of Rochester, died Aug. 24. 

Ellen D. Wheeler 
Wheeler, 59, of Rochester, died Aug. 29. 

Patricia A. Widmer 
Widme'r, of Garden City, died Sept 5. 

CITY OP GARDEN CITY 

^•vtifl larai^bF lonmr 

To all residents and interested parties, The Council minutes will be 
available for review on the internet at 

www.gardencitvmi.org 
You can access this information at the Garden City Library or City 
Hall during regular Business hours or in the Police Station Lobby 
24 hours a day. 

ALLYSON M. BETTIS, Treasurer/City Clerk 
Publish: September 4 ,18 ,25 , October 2 ,9 ,23 ,30 , November 13 and 27,2005 
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N o t i c e o f P u b l i c S a l e o f P e r s o n a l P r o p e r t y 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self 
Storage. Facility Act, State of Michigan, the undersigned will sell at 
public auction by competitive bidding. Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units, which rent 
and fees are past due. 
On the premises where said property has been stored and which 
are located: at Public Storages 20080 Allen Road, Trenton, Michigan 
48183, (734) 479-5790, on 09-28-05 at 9:30 a.m. Personal properly 
described below in the matter pf: 
1026 - Kathleen Weiss - TV, mattress, totes, boxes, recliner , 
148 - Milton Engel ~ bed frame, clothing, refrigerator, camping 
gear, guitat 
401 - Jason Kenworthy - mattresses, dresser, lamps, microwave, 
TV ' : ^ j 
513-RoyPoore-boxes,bags,books , ' . 
517 - Anthony Crockett - boxes, dresser, computer, refrigerator, 
stereo DVD rack 
206 - Kellie Williamson - mattress, books, computer, microwave, 
stereo 
532 - Jeffrey Stafford Jr. - mattress, sofa, dresser, loveseat , 
647 - Terry Schmitz - cabinet, wood burner stove, sheet metal 
707 - Julian Brisbois sofa, household items ! 

817 - Max Axler - computer, sofa, shelving, golf clubs 
902 - Melonie Blackburn - mattress set, boxes, dresser, microwave, 
vacuum 
942 - Jennifer Stoneberg - bags, totes, luggage 

Publish: September 22 & 25,2005 

http://wwwJtometoivnlife.com
mailto:kkuban@oe.homecomm.net
http://PETCO.com
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State opts for ACT in 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

Beginning with the Class of 
2008; all Michigan Ilth-graders 
will be required to take the 
American College Test (ACT) 
and a work skills assessment 
exam in place of the high school 
MEAP tests. 

The switch to the nationally 
recognized college entrance 
examination implements a key 
recommendation of the Cherry 
Commission on Higher 
Education and Economic 
Growth, which Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm has charged to find 
ways to double the number of 
college graduates in Michigan. 

"To compete in a global econ­
omy, our students must contin­
ue their education beyond high 
school," said Granholm. "To 
make this expectation a reality, 

we must give students the tools 
they need to succeed, including 
the opportunity to take a college 
entrance exam." 

The Michigan Merit Exam 
will be administered during a 
two-day period each spring. The 
first day will have students tak­
ing the ACT, with a second day 
devoted to WorkKeys, a work 
skills assessment program, with 
additional assessment tests in 
English language arts, math, sci­
ence and social studies. 

"The fact is we've built our 
curriculums around Michigan 
state benchmarks. The ACT 
does, in some cases, an even bet­
ter job of addressing the bench­
marks than the MEAP does," 
said Bill Zolkowski, principal of 
Thurston High School in the 
South Redford school-district. 
"Once we get over the difficulty 
of change, I think it's going to 

end up being even better." 
Mike Bender, director of sec­

ondary education for Plymouth-
Canton Schools, believes using 
the Michigan Merit Exam, 
which includes the ACT, will 
streamline the student assess­
ment process. 

"Being able to use the 
Michigan Merit Exam for more 
than one purpose is a plus," said 
Bender, "ft will be used as a stu­
dents' college entrance exam as 
well as for the state exam. We . 
will also be able to use it to meet 
Adequate Yearly Progress stan­
dards." 

The new assessments still 
need approval from the U.S. 
Department of Education to be 
used to determine Adequate 
Yearly Progress as required by 
the federal No Child Left 
Behind law. 

The change in tests is man­

dated by Granholm, but not all 
administrators are ready to get 
on the bandwagon. Wayne-
Westland Community Schools 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
said the process hasn't been well 
thought out. 

"Conceptually, it might work 
in some districts and some 
schools, but it's not a good fit for 
Wayne-Westland," said Baracy. 
"We want to be accountable, we 
want to raise the standards and 
we want to do right by our stu­
dents, but they all have different 
learning styles. We need the 
resources to deal with a differen­
tiated instruction for thousands 
of students." 

Garden City Superintendent 
Richard Witkowski was. a bit 
more cautious. 

"We don't have a lot of infor­
mation on it, but we'll do what 
we have to do and administer 

what they give us," said 
Witkowski. "I'm holding my 
breath to see what we have to 
pay, if anything. If they require 
it, it seems Headlee should kick 
in and the state would have to 
pay for it" 

The state is expected to pick 
up the tab for all the tests, as 
well as a one re-test for each stu­
dent. Currently, high school stu­
dents pay $70 to take the college 
entrance examination on a 
Saturday. 

Livonia Public Schools 
Superintendent Randy Liepa 
said while there are still many 
unanswered questions, his dis­
trict is attempting to be proac­
tive. 

"We're trying to work with 
what the state has come up," 
said Liepa. "We're looking at 
(instituting) a ninth- and 10th-
grade ACT-type assessment. The 

goal is to consolidate some of 
the testing time." 

For the past several years, 
Plymouth-Canton sophomores 
have been taking the lQth-grade r. 
version of the ACT. And for the .-
first time Tuesday, ninth-graders -
were given a pre-ACT test. 

"We'll give the results to the 
ninth grade teachers, who will 
interpret them and help those 
individual students who need 
help," said Cyndi Burnstein, -->.; 
Salem High School English 
teacher. "We should be able to I * 
track the students and curricu- :*., 
lum over time and make neces- -«•„ 
sary improvements. -,.<--

"The students will benefit :'--
from the exploratory tests, 
which will make them more 
prepared for the ACT in their 
junior year," she said. 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 • 

ROBBERY 
FROM PAGE A1 

Christopher Lee Allen, a 19-
year-old Westland man, faces 
trial for two counts of armed 
robbery and two counts of 
felony firearms. He is the 
accused gunman. 

Daniel Garrett, a 21-year-old 
Canton, man, faces trial for the 
same charges. He is accused of 
providing the gun and driving 
the getaway vehicle during 
both holdups, 

Brandon Myers, a 19-year-
old Canton man, faces trial. 
only for the Ravencrest rob­
bery. He is charged with one 
count of armed robbery and 
one count of felony firearms. 

Myers is accused of calling in 
the Ravencrest pizza order and 
of allowing his vehicle to be 
used. He also is accused of 
accompanying the gunman to 

the pizza worker's car. 
All three defendants, if con­

victed, could face penalties 
ranging up to life in prison. 
Not-guilty pleas have been 
entered in court as they await 
their trials. 

In the meantime, Allen is 
jailed in lieu of a $100,000 
cash bond. Myers is jailed on a 
$250,000 cash bond. 

Garrett has the highest bond 
at $500,000, partly because he 
has a more extensive criminal 
history and because he made 
threats to witnesses and to 
police, Heater has said in 
court. 

"He had made, threats that 
he would have shot police offi­
cers if he had had the gun at 
the time of his arrest," Heater 
said. "Now, he denies saying 
that." 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110 
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Here! 

BOB'S 

3121OW. Warren 
(at Merriman) 
Westland 

734- 522-3357 
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 8 pm 

Sun. 1 0 - 6 pm 
Shopping Days 

September 26th 
thru Oct, 2nd 

We Accept Food Stamps 
E-mail Address: 

www.bQbsofcanton.GDm 
Thank You! 

We Accept: ^ ^ M m 

BULK WRAPPED ONLY 

Boneless • Skinless 

1BRE/ 
$ 1 7 * 

SAVE 444's 

SoW with a $10.00 
or more Purchase' 

CROCK POT IDEA 

Boneless English 

UT ROAST 
$A29 

QUALITY DELI 

Russer'sOld Time 
VIRGINIA HAM 

$S09 
•P ib. 

O E Q 8 3 7 3 3 0 6 

Li pari 

CO-JACK/^ 
CHEESE V * 

Kowalski 

BOLOGNA 
All Meat or Garlic 

STILL GOT SUNSHINE 

T-30NE STEAKS m 
lb. 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS 

$E39 
9 ib. GOVERNMENT INSPECTED 

Whole Beef 

!2w-

Sliced Free 

Introducing 

Makes the Best Fahitas 

INSIDE SKIRT STEAKS 

Sold 2 ?c. Per Fkg. 

Makes Great Stew 
LEAN & TENDER 

US #1 PRODUCE 

First-of-Season 

Spaghetti 
Acorn 

Butternut 

ib. 

GROUND FRESH HOURLY 

Ground Beef from 
BAGGED 
APPLES 3# Bag' 

Family Pac 

%Ml 9 COOKING 
™ ONIONS lb. 

3# Bag 

OEOB373164 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10 00 AM TO 10 00 PM EST AND SUNDAY 11 00 AM TO 7 00 PM ESTAmercan Express not accepted wth phone orders 
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 1.2-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. . • ' • , • 

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express*© Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON 
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ind fellowship, fun at picnic 
BY JULIE BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Garden City Police are hop­
ing someone can help them 
identify a woman who robbed 
the LaSalle Bank at 6071 
Middlebelt Tuesday morning. 

According to Detective Sgt. 
Ron Umbarger, the woman 
entered the bank around 9 a.m. 
and handed a teller a note ask­
ing for $7,000. The clerk gave 
some money to the woman 
who did not produce a weapon. 

An alarm was triggered, 
however, the woman was gone 
by the time police officers 
arrived. 

Umbarger said the woman 
left the bank on foot and 
walked to the area of 
Middlebelt and Elmwood 
where she discarded the green 
sweater and blue skirt she had 
been wearing between two 
parked cars. 

"I believe the suspect had a 
vehicle north of the location, 
that's my hunch," said 
Umbarger. "But we checked 
with neighbors and didn't turn 
up anyone who had seen her." 

Umbarger added that the 
teller believed the woman was 
wearing rolled up jeans under 
the clothing. 

She described her as 33-43 
years old, thin, about 5 feet 2 
inches tall, with long, straight 
light brown or strawberry 
blond hair. 

"She looked like an average-

• * - — 

Garden City police are looking for 
information about this woman wanted 
in connection with the robbery of the 
LaSalle Bank on Middlebelt Sept. 20. 

dressed woman," Umbarger 
said. "She was wearing heels 
with ankle straps. The teller 
said it appeared she was having 
difficulty walking in them." 

Police also are looking into 
robberies earlier this year in 
Monroe County, and the Ann 
Arbor area in which the sus­
pect wore a hat and scarf to 
disguise her appearance. 

The suspect in the Garden 
City robbery wore dark sun­
glasses. 

"We have no suspect, no get­
away car, no descriptions," said 
Umbarger. "We need help iden­
tifying her." 

People with information 
about the suspect or the rob­
bery can call Umbarger at 
(734) 793-1717. 

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112 

It's not surprising the clouds parted 
Thursday at lunchtime for Garden City 
and Westland Rotarians. The warmth of 
friendship helped the skies to turn blue. 

The Garden City club invited the 
Westland club to its Garden City Rotary 
Park for a picnic. 

"Just for a little camaraderie,^ ust for a 
nice gesture," said Peggy Sexton, Garden 
City club secretary. "It's all about fellow­
ship. We're happy to host." 

About 30 people enjoyed burgers, brats 
and hot dogs prepared on the grill, along 
with fried chicken, potatoes, salads and 
desserts. Todd 
Blevins, 
Westland club 
president, 
appreciated the 
hospitality. 

"I think it's a 
great idea," 
Blevins said of 
the picnic. "I 
think it's good 
that we get to 

U M W V * 

The Garden City 

Westland club to its 

a picnic. 

A 

know the other clubs. They have a great 
facility here." 

The park on Marquette in Garden City 
was an ideal spot for the gathering, even 
when the grill set off the sprinklers, getting 
some participants wet. 

The clubs have met in the past. 
"I would like to see that," Blevins said of 

joint projects. "The Dearborn Heights club 
has asked us to join them, too, on a couple 
of occasions." 

Thursday's picnic was organized by for­
mer club president Mary Ann Snodgrass, 
said Richard Witkowski, Garden City club 
president and school superintendent. 
Witkowski, who took a few minutes to wel­
come the visitors, spent some time man­
ning the grill. 

"I hope you enjoy yourselves," Witkowski 
said. "Mingle a little bit." 

Margaret Harlow of the Westland club 
was the contact on that side, Blevins said. 

Sexton was a bit worried about the 
weather when she woke up Thursday. 

"I knew we had a pavilion," she said; 
Westland also has a Rotary Park in that 

city. 

* ' 

• # - * . * 
* 
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Garden City Rotarian Gene Zylinski (left) and Westland Rotarian Don Douglass fill up their plates at the 
food table. 
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Garden City 
Rotary 
members Gary 
Murrell (from 
left) and Jim 
Kerwin enjoy 
in the fun, as 
Richard 
Witkowski 
barbecues 
dogs and 
hamburgers 
for Garden 
City and 
Westland 
Rotarians. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
once said, "Don't think you're going to 
conceal faults by concealing evidence 
that they ever existed. Don't be afraid 
to go in your library and read every 
book, as long as any document does 
not offend our own ideas of decency. 
That should be the only censorship." 

Eisenhower spoke these words at 
the Dartmouth College 
Commencement on June 14,1953, and 
they are no less true or necessary 50 
years later. Despite the number of 
bumper stickers that can be seen pro­
claiming 'freedom is not free." "Got 
Freedom?" and "My Son Defends 
Freedom," there have been book burn­
ings held all over the United States in 
the 21st century. 

In 2001, members of the Harvest 
Assembly of God Church in Ohio held a 
burning of books, videos and CDs they 
deemed offensive to God. 

That same year, the Jesus Group 
wanted to hold a Harry Potter book 
burning in Maine, but couldn't get the 
necessary permits from the fire 
department, so instead staged a 
"book cutting." 

In 2003, members of the non-
denominational Jesus Church in 

INFORMATION CENTRAL 
Greenville, Mich., held a burning that, 
included Shania Twain's CD The 
Woman in Me, the movie Coneheads, 
The Book of Mormon and, of course, 
Harry Potter. 

The reason for such an unlikely 
assortment? None of the books, 
music, or movies promoted God. 

Enter Banned Books Week. An annu­
al event since 1982, Banned Books 
Week is celebrated the last week of 
September in an effort to remind 
Americans the importance of the free 
exchange of ideas and to encourage 
us all not to take our freedom for 
granted. 

As American Library Association 
President Michael Gorman says, "I 
believe the more we exercise our free­
dom to read and read widely, the bet­
ter equipped we are to make good 
decisions and govern ourselves. 
Controversial ideas should be debat­
ed, not driven into dark alleys." 

Thanks to librarians, teachers and 
booksellers who take this idea to 
heart, most of the challenged books 
featured during Banned Books Week 
were not banned and remain on the 
shelves of bookstores and libraries. 

The William P. Faust library has a 

display highlighting frequently chal­
lenged books as well as a display of 
books dealing with censorship and 
discussing the reasons books get 
banned. 

So stop by the library, any library, 
during this week and remind your­
selves why we call our country "The 
land of the free." 

Teen Advisory Board: 7 p.m. Sept. 
27. Help plan programs, choose prizes 
and materials for the Teen Collection. 

Get Organized: 7 p.m. Sept. 27. 
Come to a free workshop on organiz­
ing your home, office, and family. Call 
or stop by the reference desk to regis­
ter. 

Babytime Storytfme: 10:30 a.m. 
Oct. 1. For children up to age 24 
months with a caregiver. Share sto­
ries, songs and rhymes with your little 
one. 

Bridget Sturdy 
reference librarian 

The William P. Faust Public Library 
is at 6123 Central City Parkway, 
Westland. For more information, call 
(734) 326-6123. 
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Some suburban residents Banned Books Week good 
yearn for small town life 'time to visit your library 

•s 
Hugh 
Gallagher g 

|hen the dust finally settles on the con-
''• troversial Wonderland Village develop­
ment in Livonia, we can begin taking a 

look at the fundamental question - what 
kind of communities do we want. 

Several residents of the Middlebelt and 
Plymouth Road area told city leaders that 
the development proposed by Bob Schostak 
doesn't "fit" in their neighborhood. The plan 
calls for a super Wal-Mart, a large Target, a 
third large store and a collection of small 
"village" stores. It would replace an indoor 
shopping center, a slightly smaller Target 
and a closed Kmart (on an adjacent site that 
is still to be developed). 
_..____ . The objections to the pro-

•* " **"%.„ posed site development are 
not without merit, but it is 
hard to see how this devel­
opment significantly 
changes the commercial area 
near these neighborhoods. 

We have a variety of com­
munity styles in our area. 
Plymouth, Northville and 
Farmington have traditional 
town centers all developed 
in the 1800s and early 1900s 
with modest residential 

areas developed at the same time and within 
walking distance of the town. When they 
were first built, they served farm communi­
ties and the commercial district supplied the 
necessities - a grocery, a drugstore, a cloth­
ier, a hardware store, a doctor or two, a den­
tist, a lawyer, a funeral home, a 
blacksmith/stable (later a gas 
station/garage), a restaurant and tavern. 
Farmers came in on a Saturday to stock up 
and meet with neighbors. During the week, 
the townspeople could walk wherever they 
needed to go. 

When people got an itching for the big 
city, there was an interurban to take them to 
Detroit In.the city they could go to Hudson's 
and gawk at the window displays and buy 
some special piece of clothing or appliances, 
see a vaudeville show or a movie, catch a 
ballgame at Bennett Park (later Briggs 
Stadium), hear live music at a nightclub, see 
masterpieces at the DIA or do research at 
the library. 

Over time the gaps between the city and 
those towns began to fill. After World War 
II, a housing explosion took off. Builders 
began throwing up subdivisions with bigger 
houses, bigger lots, often no sidewalks and 
little concern about walking into "town" 
because "town" didn't exist. The quaint town 
squares were replaced by strip malls along 
the main drags and subregional shopping 
centers with national brand stores. You 
needed an automobile to get where you had 
to go. 

One community blended into another. 
For many, Livonia was the ideal suburb. 

The subdivisions were attractive, the yards 
were large and green. Unlike other "bed­
room" communities, Livonia created a 
strong economic base. An industrial park 
was created between Schoolcraft and 
Plymouth Road. Livonia was strategically 
connected by freeways and the railroad. The 
major through roads were wide and perfect 
for commercial strip development. When 
people began moving from west side Detroit 
and Dearborn, Livonia was often the first 
choice. 

But we are beginning to see a nostalgia for 
a way of life that most suburban residents 
have never lived. The town has been making 
a comeback. People are beginning to see that 
there is something to be said for a town cen­
ter where people can gather at a coffeehouse 
or walk the baby past store windows or walk 
to the library, the doctor, the dentist, the 
drugstore in a place that's pleasant and 
close. 

We've watched the revival, of Royal Oak as 
a model for creating an urban version of the 
town. 

But, of course, those pleasant towns have 
gone through a transition. Plymouth, 
Northville and Farmington are not the pri­
mary shopping areas for their communities. 
They provide specialty shops and entertain­
ment restaurants rather than the necessities. 
For those, people go to the outer edges of 
the community, to big box stores or to a 
closed mall. 

The Royal Oaks, Ann Arbors and 
Birminghams have become entertainment 
venues rather than primary shopping places. 

Now some of those around Plymouth and 
Middlebelt would like something "more like 
a town." They'd like someplace they can walk 
around and greet their neighbors, though 
that's 'never been a part of the Livonia expe­
rience. 

In the long run, Livonia has to consider • 
what it wants to be and what it can be. 
Unfortunately, city planning often takes a 
back seat to private development (property 
rights, you know). And sometimes, places 
like Livonia, Canton and Westland just grow 
too quickly, trying to meet a demand for 
housing that runs faster than careful city 
planning can handle. 

But it's never too late to take another look, 
invite the community to talk about what 
they want and discuss the best ways to 
achieve it. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the 
Observer Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at 
(734) 953-2149, by e-mail at 
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net or by fax at (734) 591-
7279. 

Julie 
Brown 

„ recently reread Catcher in the Rye by J.D. 
* Salinger, a high school English class favorite that 
* was still a good read, 30 years later. The story of 

Holden Caulfield's adolescent angst remains a 
perennial target of those who seek to ban books, 
the impetus for Banned Book Week, observed Sept. 
24 to Oct. 1 this year. 

The American Library Association Office for 
Intellectual Freedom received a total of 547 chal­

lenges last year. A challenge is 
defined as a formal, written com­
plaint, filed with a library or school 
requesting that materials be 
removed because of content or 
appropriateness. According to 
Judith F. Krug, director of that 
office, the number of challenges 
reflects only incidents reported. 

The ALA Web site quotes its 
president, Carol Brey-Casiano, as 
concerned about removal of books 
like Bless Me Ultima, by Rudolfo 
Anaya from schools: "Not every 

book is right for every person, but providing a wide 
range of reading choices is vital for learning, explo­
ration and imagination. The abilities to read, 
speak, think and express ourselves freely are core 
American values." 

Anaya's award-winning book was banned from 
the curriculum in Norwood High School, Colo., for 
offensive language. Young adult novelist Chris 
Crutcher's books also have come under fire, includ­
ing in Michigan. 

Concerns about banning are found among local 
librarians as well. "Banned Books Week is to really 
let people know how important freedom of expres­
sion is," said Cathy Lichtman, teen services librari­
an at the Plymouth District Library. "I think we're 
fortunate to have access to information." 

In addition to the ALA, sponsors are the 
American Booksellers Association, American 
Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression, 
American Society of Journalists and Authors, 
Association of American Publishers and National 
Association of College Stores. 

Lichtman hasn't seen big issues with book ban­
ning, but has had objections to materials in the 
library. "We deal with those on a case by case basis. 
One group or another finds them uncomfortable." 

She noted the presence of classics, sueh as 
Catcher in the Rye, and added such books help stu­
dents develop critical thinking skills and their 
place in the world. "I think it's absolutely impor­
tant to be exposed to different ideas." 

At the William P. Faust Public Library of 
Westland, reference librarian Bridget Sturdy has 
seen a few concerns raised about graphic novels 
and other young adult materials, which the staff 
takes seriously. 

"I think it's very important to bring to people's 
attention there still are so many books people are 
trying to keep off the shelves. They don't really 
realize some parents would like to talk to their chil­

dren about these ideas," Sturdy said. 
She's found books can help young people cope 

with body changes, and realize they're not alone in 
what they're going through. 

The Canton Public Library also has had several 
challenges, said Jean Tabor, director, and has a pro­
cedure to handle those. "We take each challenge 
very seriously." 

Materials are rarely withdrawn, she said, 
although they have been moved to another area in , 
the library. She and colleagues urge parents to ;, 
monitor what their children are reading and view,- , 
ing. "They're really the ones who should be in 
charge," Tabor said. "We have a diverse community 
of wide varying tastes." 

Three of the 10 books on the ALA "Ten Most ".^, 
Challenged Books of 2004" were cited for homo-,J 
sexual themes - the highest number in a decade. \, 
Sexual content and offensive language remain the,!. 
most frequent reasons for seeking removal of book^ 
from schools and public libraries. ; 

The books, in order of most frequently chal- s \ 
lenged, are: \ \ 

• The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier for sex- ' 
ual content, offensive language, religious view­
point, being unsuited to age group and violence 

• Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers, for 
racism, offensive language and violence 

• Arming America: The Origins of a National 
Gun Culture by Michael A. Bellesiles, for inaccura­
cy and political viewpoint 

• Captain Underpants series by Dav Pilkey, for 
offensive language and modeling bad behavior 

• The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen 
Chbosky, for homosexuality, sexual content and 
offensive language 

• WhatMy Mother Doesn't Know'by Sonya 
Sones, for sexual content and offensive language 

• In the Night Kitchen by Maurice Sendak, for 
nudity and offensive language 

• King E£ King by Linda de Haan and Stern 
Nijland, for homosexuality 

H I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya 
Angelou, for racism, homosexuality, sexual content, 
offensive language and unsuited to age group ' 

• Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, for 
racism, offensive language and violence. 

Off the list this year, but on for several years past! 
are XheAlice series of books by Phyllis Reynolds 
Naylor, Go Ask Alice by Anonymous, It's Perfectly 
Normal by Robie Harris and The Adventures of ;* 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. J 

Certainly parents have the right to know what j 
their children, especially young children, are read* a 
ing. At the same time, it's important not to impose j 
those decisions on others - or to discourage young 4 

people from reading in the first place. Books, evefr- j 
or especially banned ones, open new worlds to ^ 
readers of all ages. -*^ 

Julie. Brown of Plymouth Township is presentation editor of the 
Observer S Eccentric Newspapers. She can be reached at (734t 
953-2111 or via e-mail at jbrown@oe.homecomm.net. " 5 
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cost of illegal 

BY ALEX LUNDBERG 
STAFF WRITER 

The Michigan Citizens for 
Immigration Reform wants 
something made clear when 
they discuss the issue of illegal 
immigration: The word illegal. 

The group, just a month old, 
was the guest of the North 
Oakland Republican Club at an 
informational meeting at the 
Deer Lake Athletic Club in 
Clarkston Thursday night. A 
crowd of about 60 came to the 
meeting to talk with them and 
the president of a national 
immigration reform group to 
discuss the situation. 

MCFIR got its start after 
Farmington Hills resident 
Herbert Sherbin wrote a letter 
to the Farmington Observer 
bemoaning the effect illegal 
immigration was having on 
Michigan. The effect he men­
tioned specifically was generat­
ed in California. 

"The 2000 census gave 
California three more repre­
sentatives in Congress and 
because there are only 435 
members, Michigan, Indiana 
and Mississippi lost represen­
tatives," he said. "The census 
counted illegals. It's a perver­
sion of representative democ­
racy." 

Of course, there's a lot of 
inertia against true immigra­
tion reform. Perhaps one of the 
greatest sources of that inertia 
is the low cost of produce 
which is subsidized by illegal 
immigrant pickers working 
below the minimum wage. 
MCFIR Co-Founder Peg 
-Robichaud of Canton said 
prices can be higher if there are 
people earning money at a 
legal wage. 

"You can afford $5 for lettuce 
if you're working," she said. "If 
you're not, you can't afford it 
for $1." 

What the low wage/low cost 
argument misses, she said, is 
the hidden costs illegal immi­
gration imposes on the nation 
as a whole. Consumers might 
pay less for fruits and vegeta­
bles, but that savings is negat­
ed by the costs to hospitals and 
the education system which 
must deal with the immigrants 
every day. 

Dan Stine, national presi­
dent of the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform 
and the evening's featured 
speaker, has been active in 
immigration issues since 1982. 

"There's a growing national 
consensus that it's time for 
reform"he said. "25 years ago I 
was talking in the woods. 
Today, people are starting to 
wake up" 

He said the issue is central to 
national security and at the 
heart of terrorist attacks in this 
country. 

"In 1986, President Reagan 
signed an amnesty that started 
a massive abuse of asylum 
laws. There were supposed to 
be employment sanctions and 
deportation sanctions but by 
1990 no one cared," he said. 
"That allowed the World Trade 
Center bombing and, later, 9-
11." 

He said immigration is the 
most important issue facing 
the country, affecting public 
education, crime, environmen­
tal protections, congestion and 
labor equity. He said both 
political parties have failed the 
nation and there were powerful 
interests perpetuating the 
problem. 

"Illegal immigration is lining 
a lot of pockets. From Fannie 
Mae to Wells Fargo, they're 
looking at illegals as the next 
housing market," Stine said. 
They're privatizing the profits 
while they're commonizing the 
costs." 

MCFIR Co-Founder Edith 
Simmons of Southfield said the 
organization wants to use 
political pressure to get 
Washington to start dealing 
with the issue seriously. 

'We're going to bombard rep­
resentatives in Washington 
about the problem," she said. 
"We're going to demand they 
do their duty to protect the 
country's borders. We want 
workable laws that don't 
include amnesty." 

They would also like to see 
an end of families using 
"anchor babies" — children of 
illegals born in the U.S. creat­
ing de facto citizenship for par­
ents — chain migration of 
entire families and the free 
issuing of worker visas. 

Bills aim to give local 
government flexibility 

Following a series of hear­
ings held across the state earli­
er this year, the Michigan 
Senate Republican leadership 
will be introducing legislation 
intended to give local officials 
more flexibility in managing 
their resources, announced. 

"We have traveled all around 
the state holding hearings and 
.everywhere we went we heard 
"ways the Legislature could 
make things more efficient for 
local governments," said Sen. 
Laura Toy, R-Livonia. "The leg* 
islation we're working on will 
help simplify the administra­
tive processes and relieve some 
of the obstacles that local units 

, of government face" 

The Government Flexibility 
package will give local govern­
ment more authority and con­
trol of services in their units of 
government. The legislation i& 
designed to remove cumber­
some red tape and help to 
streamline the operation of 
local governments. 

As chair of the Senate 
Committee on Local, Urban 
and State Affairs, Toy held four 

^hearings throughout the state. 
~xTli& committee heard testimo­
ny from.niore than 40 local 
officials. '"•< 

According to Toy, legislation 
planned for introduction this 
fallwill: ,•. ••* 

• Give local govermhents 
more flexibility in the adminis­
tration of local tax laws by 
removing roadblocks that 
inhibit tax collection; 

; • Remove requirements for 

city tax roll printing when the 
information is available on a 
computer database; 

• Promote pooled invest­
ment programs so local gov­
ernments can combine invest­
ments with county funds to 
obtain the best possible rate of 
return; 

M Support pooled insurance 
programs allowing any two or 
more municipalities to form a 
group self-insurance pool; 

• Authorize the Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
to permit the use of trunkline 
rights of \yay in downtown 
areas fqr things such as side­
walk displays and cafes; and 

• Allow local'governments 
to use revenuecollected on 
delinquent property taxes on 
other government services. 

"Having served on the 
Livonia City Council and as 
city treasurer, I have faith that 
local governments know best 
how to run their communities," 
Toy said. "We need to do every­
thing in our power to help 
them do their jobs^ifipre effec­
tively so they can serve their 
residents to the best of their 
ability. This much needed leg­
islation will result in a more, 
efficient delivery of services ? 
and savings for taxpayers." 

The Senate Local, Urban and 
State Affairs Committee 
remains open to receiving 
more information and ideas in 
the future, but previous efforts 
canvassing the state have 
proven that reforms are needed, 
now. 

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus response to a San Francisco Judge Lawrence Karlton con- Supreme Court cases in which 
McCotter, R-Livonia, intro- federal judge striking down the tradicts the clear implication of the court has stated the volun-
duced a resolution Wednesday recitation of the Pledge by the holdings in various tary recitation of the Pledge is 
reaffirming Congress' support California school children. Supreme Court cases and the consistent with the First 
for the Pledge of Allegiance, in McCotter said the ruling by spirit of numerous other Amendment. 
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10 LB MICHIGAN POTATOES WHEN YOU 
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