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a Ivey, the Westland Civitans Citizen of the Year, serves soup to the homeless at the Lighthouse Mission in the Fuil Gospel Temple.

Commitment and compassion

Honoree makes helping homeless her mission

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

As Marlene Dean Doran sees it,
Thelma Ivey is an unsung hero in the
community.

For two years, Ivey, a member of the
Warren Road Light and Life Free
Methodist Church , has led a cadre of
84 volunteers in prov:dmg a hot meal
and overnight accommodations for
three months during the winter forthe

homeless at the Lighthouse Wa.rmmg

Center in Westland.
“T've seen her dedication and com-
mitment to the community and the

vision we share of working with the
homeless or those in dire straits,”
Doran said. “She’s the epitome of that
compassion. She’s so caring of others”
That commitment and compassion
led to Ivey’s selection as the Westland
Civitans’ Citizen of the Year for 2005.
“The warming center is a blessing, it
started in the heart,” Ivey said. “Before
my husband died he said, ‘The Lord

. has something special out there for

youw. Now, I help myself by reaching
out and helping other people.”

lvey got involved with the homeless
when she was invited to go down to
the Cass Corridor efter her husband

died suddenly 20 years ago. She made
1,300 sandwiches a month during her
13 years of working with the homeless
in Detroit.

Doran, who nommated Tvey for the

.award, refers to those sandwiches as

Thelma Ivey's “world renowned”
bologna sandwiches and is among vol-

. unteers who help make them for the

warming center.

“It’s a staple sandwich that can be
frozen,” she said. “If there’s no food
donations, we have the sandwiches.”

Ivey saw a flyer about opening a
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Grad savors time as West Point cadet

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

On the surface, Brandon
Fulton sounds like a typical col- .
lege student who just finished %
four years of undergraduate
studies. ‘

“It was qguite a relief to have it
over, he said.

Truth is, Fulton is anything but
typical after earning his bachelor
of science degree in economics
from the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point, considered one of
the world’s top leadership insti-
tutions.
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He might not be quite ready to
use his economics degree to take
on Alan Greenspan’s job as
Federal Reserve Board chalrman,
but Fulton’s future appears :

promising, whatever career path l

he chooses. ‘
A 2001 graduate of Westland

John Glenn High School, Fulton

became an Eagle Scout en route
to becoming a West Point cadet,.
Home for the summer, his next
stop will be Fort Knox, Ky,
where he will enter a 17-week
training course in July to become
an armor officer. .

From there, he will start a five-

year military commitment in
December at Fort Drum, N.Y.,
where he will become a calvary
scout platoon leader.

Although Fulton has followed
a well-charted path — he even
made the Dean’s List in his sen-
ior year at West Point — he still
has a bit of the indecision befit-
ting a young man his age, 21.

“I might stay in the military for
20 years, or I might get out and
use my degree in economies,” he
said during an interview. “I may
go for a higher degree, or some-

Asbestos
abatement
begins at
Cooper site

BY DARRELL CLEM
AND STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITERS

Over the next few weeks Westland residents wiil
see an empty field where the former Cooper School
now stands.

The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education has
approved the demolition of that building, and work
on the project has already begun with the removal of
asbestos from the bulldmg ' :

“People should be seeing activity for the next
month or s0.” said David Watson, director of opera-
tions. . : '

The school, located on Ann Arbor Trail east of
Middlebelt, was closed in 1991 when the site was
found to be contaminated. Demolition will cost
$273,380. That price will be covered by state of
Michigan gra.nt funds. The school board accepted the

PLEASESEE COOPER, A7 '

Home delivery
wins council 0K
for pharmacy

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A new pharmacy that will deliver prescription
drugs to shut-ifi residents could open as early as
August in Westland.

Owner Tarick Iqal plans to open his Value Sav-Mor
drugstore northeast of Merriman and Palmer, in a
neighborhood that will serve the city’s Norwayne sub-

~division.

Despite concerns about a drugstore glut, Westland
City Council members have approved a special land
use proposal that gave Igal the go-ahead for his busi-.
ness.

“I personally feel that we've reached our saturation
point with these pharmames, Councilman William
Wild said.

However, he and others favored the latest plan
after learning that Iqal’s pharmacy will deliver pre-
scriptions to residents who can’t leave their homes
because they are disabled or sickly.

Igal also pledged to participate, as many other
pharmacies have done, in a discount-prescription
program spurred by Mayor Sandra Cicirelli's admin-
istration. . o

During an earlier Westland Planning Commission
meeting, some employees of Good Neighbor
Pharmacy, 1856 Venoy Road, voiced concerns about
another local pharmacy. They fear possibly losing

business in 2 highly competitive market.

Some planning officials, however, said Good
Neighbor Pharmacy wou.ld likely retain its loyal cus-
tomer base,

Moreaver, planning officials 1nd1cated that Igal
shouldn’t be denied the same opportunity as other
drugstore owners.
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‘Who will help if we're gone’
Son's disorder leads to foundation to help
disabled kids with basic needs

BY-KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

: When doctors told Dr. Steven Watson and his
wife, Teresa, that their unborn son had Down
Syndrome, he says there was never any thought of
terminating the pregnancy, It was something they
decided they would deal with and learn from.

. Some three vears later, Watson said Ryan, the
Ifuddle of the couple’s three sons, hasbeen a.
biessmg

. “We knew when she was pregnant Butwe .
decided to go through with the pregnancy. It was-
n't really a tough decision,” said Watson.
“Children with Downs are a very good blessing in
disguise

*Watson, who owns Canton Foot Specialists in
Ca.nton, said he has never seen a happier kid than
R)ran, despite the Down syndrome, which isa
genetic condition that can include cognitive dis-
abilities and other developmental problems.

+“Ryan wakes up in the morning smiling and
laughing. He just loves life, It makes you re-think
ybur own life,” said Watson, 48.

¢ But Ryan’s condition has altered the Watson
household nonetheless. Teresa Watson, a physi-
cian, has been on leave from work because she
has to care for Ryan 24 hours a day. One day, the
couple had a conversation about what would hap-

- pen to Ryan if something were to happen to them,

and they were no longer around to take care of
him, They began to research what types of pro-
grams were available to provide services to their
son, especially housing and the other staples of
life.

“My wife and I were thinking, we don’t know if
he is going to be independent some day, We didn't
know what was out there for him,” he said. “It’s
been a real education for us. It’s amazing how
many organizations and programs are out there,
but there are still some needs that aren’t being
addressed for children with a disability like Ryan.”

- Watson said most of the organizations out there

raise money for research, but few actually provide
housing and healthcare, As a result, Watson
decided to ereate a nonprofit organization called
the Athletes Who Care Foundation (AWC), which
has the goal of providing those basic needs to
uninsured and underinsured people with disabili-
ties, particularly children.

The AWC recently received nonprofit status,
and held its first fund raiser on Valentine’s Day
with a comedy show at Joey’s Comedy Club in
Livonia. About 70 people showed up for the show
and the AWC was able to raise enough money for
basic operating costs. According to Watson, they
have applied for 2 number of grants to help them
get going, but it is a time consuming process and
they are still waiting to find out if they will be
approved.

Rob Bovitz, 2 Canton resident who co-founded
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Dr. Steven Watson, owner of Canton Foot Specialists,
whose son Ryan was born with Down Syndrome, helped
establish the Athletes Who Care Foundation to help with
the “basics of life” for uninsured and underinsured
families of patients afflicted with the condition.

the organization with Watson, said they would
like to get professional athletes involved with the
group. Hence, the name Athletes Who Care. That
idea really came to fruition after the two attended
a Detroit Red Wings charity golf outing for
injured player Vladimir Konstantinov and
masseur Sergei Mnastakanov.

Bovitz, a CPA, said a lot of professional athletes
are looking for a charity to attach their names to,
because they don’t really have-the time to set one
up themselves. And, for the AWC, having a pro-
fessional athlete act as a spokesperson would
mean greater notoriety, and ultimately more
funding.

“We were at the fund-raiser and we said ‘Let’s
see if we can get a Red Wing to sponsor us. We
actually bid to have Brett Hull work for us, but

" nothing ever came of it because of what happened

with the NHL season,” said Bovitz, the former
county commission candidate.

“It’s great to be part of an organization to raise
money for a good cause. We just need to find that
figurehead to help us really make an impact.”

Watson said the goal is to have fund-raisers
about four times a year, though the next one will
be geared around Christmas. They are still work-
ing out the details. “There are very few founda-
tions that address the basic needs: food, housing
and healthcare,” Watson said. “They mostly go for
research. We need basic needs taken care af, not
research.”

To donate to the Athletes Who Care
Foundation or for more information about the
group, call (734) 439-2774, or check out the
group’s Web site at www.AthletesFoundation.org
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Down on the farm

Sean Butler (from left), Joey Calvird, Alek Chauvin, Jacob Slevin and Alex Nowak ¢limb aboard an old tractor
during a recent trip to Real Life Farm, which offers a number of school programs, The five boys make up Tina
Sowders's entire pre-Kindergarten class at St. Damian School in Westland. During their visit, the students
enjoyed a hayride, rode horseback, fed and held animals, and even milked the cows,

Pay-to-play, layoffs part of

schools’ $160 million budget

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Livonia Public Schools offi-

"cials on Monday approved

millage rates and a budget for
the coming school year.
Homestead taxes at 0.6 mills
and non-homestead taxes at
nearly 18 mills will bring in an
estimated $35 million in rev-
enue for the school district,
which encompasses Livonia
and portions of Westland.
Additionally, the debt fund at

. 1.55 mills will raise $7.8 mil-

lion, while the sinking fund,

recently approved at 1.12 mills,

will raise $5,635,000. ‘
“We are continually looking

© at the budget,” said Lisa

Levesque, director of finance.
“State aid funding continues to
be the most difficult pa.rt of the
process.”

In addition to anticipating
the future of state funding, the
district has experienced declin-
ing enrollment, which lowers
the amount of per-pupil money

- it receives from the state.

Livonia Public Schools made
$3 million in cuts to help bal-
ance the 2005-2006 budget.

“We're working hard to
increase revenue and contain
our costs,” said Levesque. The
budget calls for $158.4 million
in revenue, $160 million in
expenses and a fund equity by
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LIVONIA SCHOOLS

the-end of next year which will
be about $7.2 million.
The board approved the

‘budget plan, which calls for the

addition of a pa.y-to-partlmpate
sports program.

Livonia regsident John R,
Grzebik spoke up in support of
that aspect of revenue
enhancement, something he’s
endorsed all along.

“I like how the board can
disagree and still come togeth-
er for the common good of stu-
dents,” he told trustees
Monday.

He said the proposal would
save almost $250,000, and
p0531bly five teaching posi-
tions. “We will also be able to .
maintain programs ahd sup-

- port staff;” said Grzebik,

Still, the budget called for
the elimination of 23 teaching
positions earlier this month,
though nine of those positions
were recalled on June 20.
Currently, 15 teachers remain
on the layoff list, and another

~ 10 remain on the list from

June 2004.

Trustee Tom Bailey noted
how difficult the budget
process has been, He called it
an “eye-opening experience.”

“Some of the things before us
right now, I'm not happy with,”

Currently, 15 teachers

remain on the lavoff list; and
another 10 remain.on the fist

from June 2004. .

he said, naming the five secre-

tarial clerk positions to be cut.
“I have a real soft heart for the .

secretaries we'll possibly be
losing, I wish there was some-
thing I could do. There is not

another program I could put in-
pla.ce ofit” :

‘Bailey said losmg a _]Ob was

He understood what itimeans,
He also did not faver pay-to-
participate, but believed the
time was right to put that pro-
gram in place.

Accountmg for all of the dis-

trict’s budgets; beyond the gen-

eral fund, the board appropri-

ates about $200 million. Other

budgets include special educa-
tion, debt retirement and sink-
ing funds.

Trustee Rob Freeman added:
“What a responsibility for us.”

scasola@oe.homecomminet | (734) 953-2054
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
WILLIAM P. FAUST PUBLIC LIBRARY
OF WESTLAND

Sealed proposals for the William P. Faust Public Library of
Westland Parking Lot Improvements, will be received by Jarrett-
Millg-Schron & Associates, Inc,, 33608 Palmer Road, Westland, MI
48186 until 2.00 p.m., local time on July 11, 2005 {No exceptions
will be made) at whlch time and place all bids will be pubhcly
opened and read.

Description of Work:

The approximate quantities of m.a;or items of work mvolved in the
project are as follows;

Install 540-Squa.re Feet of thickened edge sidewalk, 220 Lineal Feet
of conerete Curb and Gutter and 30 tons of bituminous paveément,
remove 270 Square Feet of sidewalk, remove 185 Lineal Feet of
Curb & QGutter and removed 240 Square Yards of. asphalt
pavement.

Contract Documents on File
Contract Documents may be examined at Jarrett-Mills-Schron &
Associates, Inc,, 33608 Palmer Road, Westland, MI 48186, Dodge

- Reports, 10 Oak Hollow, Suite 330, Southfield, MI 48034 and the

Construction Association Plan Room at. 1625 5. Woodward,
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302.

Contract Documents may be obtained at Jarrett-Mills-Schron &
Associates, Inc., A non-refundable charge of Twenty Dollars
($20.00), check only, payable to Jarrett-Mills-Schron & Associates,
Inc. will be required for each set of Contract documents. Contract
Documents will be available beginning June 20, 2005. -

Each proposal shail be enclosed in a sealed envelope marked with
the Name of Bidder and shall be plainly marked on the lower front
left hand corner “ William P. Faust Public Library Parking Lot
Improvements ”. Proposals must be addressed to the William P,
Faust Public Library "and delivered to the Jarrett-Mills-Schron &
Asgociates, Inc. office on or before the time spec1ﬁed above No
exceptions will be made,

Each proposal must be accompanied by a certified check, cashier’s
check or bid bond in the amount of five percent (5%) of the Bid,
payable without condition to the William P. Faust Public Library of
Westland, as security for acceptance of the Contract.

No Bid may be withdrawn for at least ninety (90) days after the

-acheduled closing time for receiving Bids,

. The Library Board reserves the right to reject any or alf Bids, and

to waive informalities in bidding, or to accept any Bid it may deem
in the best interest of the Owner. :

Bonding companies must be listed in the “Department of Treasury’s .
Federal Register of Approved Sureties Lxsnng” .

Pubiish: June 19, 23 & 28, 2005

‘for the Special Election is Tuesday, July 5, 2005. Any qualified

NOTICE OF THE LAST DAY FOR RECEIVING
REGISTRATIONS FOR THE
SPECIAL ELECTION
TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF GARDEN CITY,
COUNTY OF WAYNE, STATE OF MICBIGAN .
ON AUGUST 2, 2005

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the last day of registration

elector of the Clty of Garden City, County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, who ie not already registered to vote may register for the
Special Election to be held on August 2, 2005 in the City of Garden -
City. !

- Persons residing in the City of Garden City registering after the
close of business on Tueaday, July 5, 2005, will not be eligible to" .
vote at the election. Only City residents who have registered to
vote with the Clerk of the City, or through registration at a
Secretary of State drivers’ license bureau or  other agency
designated to accept applications for voter reglstratlon um%er
Michigan law, are registered electors of the City.

ALLYSON BETTIS.
Clerk, City of Garden City

OE0B38083

Publish: June 23 & 26, 2006 I
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*All breed professional dog and cat grooming.

g
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sEvening apﬁomtments vpon request g
*Groomers that really care about your pet . §

31014 Ford Road * 734-422-2660
Garden City « 1 Block East of Merriman

* one of the most difficult things -
he'd had to go through in life. .
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Andrea Haolmes, senior program director at the. Livonia Famlly YMCA, sits among a 6-14-year-old swimming

lesson class.

YMCA staffer makes-difference

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

It’s not all that surprising
that Andrea Holmes is a
sports fan.

“Hockey, if we had hockey,”
the Westland resident said of
her favorites, Holmes follows
both the Red Wings and
Tigers when she’s not work-
ing as senior program direc-

-tor at the Livonia Family

YMCA.

Holmes, 28, lived in New
Mexico as a child and then |
moved to Redford, graduat-
ing from Thirston High
School in 1995, She earned a
bachelor’s degree in math
with a minor in statistics and
psychology from the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn.

She'd planned to teach
high school math, but started
working for the YMCA and
loved it.

“I could still make a differ-
ence in kids’ lives,” she said.

Her YMCA work includes
overseeing coordinators in
program areas such as aquat-
ics and other sports.

“We have a huge gymnas-
tics program,” she said.

Soccer and the recreational
basketball league are also
popular, as is the summer
day camp which started this
week,

Holmes also serves as a
watchdog for the YMCA’s
budget, making sure spend-
ing stays in line,

Sbe’s worked eight years
for the YMCA, said Greg
Wolcott, distriet vice presi-
dent at the Livonia Y.
Holmes worked at the
Wayne-Westland YMCA
when it was open and came
to Livonia a couple years
back when the facility in
Westland closed.

“Within five months, she

. is spend time with her,’ she

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

attained the new position,”
Wolcott said. “She works
hard at program develop-
ment, staff developrnent and
in making a difference in
people’s lives.”

Holmes enjoys swimming
in her free time and is an
avid reader.

The Westland Rotary
member is mom to Laynie
Wood, 3 1/2, and spends
time with her daughter
whenever possible.

“When I'm not working,
that’s pretty much what I do

added.

Holmes is glad she chose
the YMCA for her career, cit-
ing such things as the Strong
Kids campaign which makes
camp possible for kids who
otherwise couldn’t afford it.

“It's just a nice family
atmosphere,” she said. “Alot -
of places you don’t get that
samne feeling,”
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9 young women vie for

0 o

Nine contestants will com-
pete for a crown and scholar-
ship money Wednesday during
the Miss Westland Summer
Festival pageant, event organ-
izer Lisa Tesner said.

The contest is expected to
start about 8 p.m, Wednesday,
June 29, on the main festival
stage in the Central City Park
area, near Carlson and Ford.

Contestants had to be
between the ages of 16'and 22
and unmarried.

They had to write. an expla-
nation of their short- and long-
term goals and write an essay
about how to make Westland a
better community, Tesner said.

They also will be judged on
poise and community service,
and the winner will preside
over certain festival activities
and city events during the
coming year.

The festival starts
Wednesday and continues
through July 4.

The winner will receive a
$1,200 scholarship.

The first runner-up will get
$800; the third-place finisher,
$500.

4 Smith Hageithorn Potvin

Larimore Guthrie

The contestants are:

B Jennifer Guthrie, 17, who
will be a senior at Wayne
Memorial High School.

@ Kimberly Hagelthorn, 18,
who just graduated from John
Glenn High School.

B Alexa Larimore, 16, who
will be a junior at Glenn.

Kristin Lewis, 18, who just
graduated from Glenn.

B Nicole Miller, 18, who will
be a sophomaore at Western

Michigan University. Lewis Orvis _ Miller .

B Najla Muta, 17, who just will be a junior at Central University of Michigan.
graduated from Wayne Michigan University. B Sara Smith, 17, who just
Memorial. # Leah Potvin, 19, who w111 graduated from Wayne

B Stephanie Orvis, 19, who be a sophomore at the Memorial High School,
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pubtished at any FDIC Insured institution in the county where their Flagstar banking center Is jocated. Customer must

provide svidence of the bast rate priorto CD account opening. Please contact your locai Flagstar branch for more infar-

mation. Certain restractwons may appiy. Member FDIC : T
. DED8331002

With 15% co pon"
You Pay :
Youswe
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DEATHS

A
Ester Anr Brown McKinney Atkins,
83, of Dearborn, formeriy of
Franklin Village, died June 19.
B

Evelyn |, Baker, 87, of Holly, died
June 10. :
Gary W, Barnes, 55, of Oakland
Township, died June 7.
Grace A, Biggs, 88, of Auburn Hllls,
died June 10.
D
Susan L. Daniels, of Canton died
June 14,
Antenio F, DeSanto, of Westland,
died June 13.
F
Jack Fouracre, 85, of Boyne City,
died June 15.
G
. James A, Gibson, 84, of Rochester
Hitls, died June T.
Geneva Guenther, 92, of Plymouth,
died June 24.
H

Elmer W. Hartwig, of Peoria, Ariz.,

formerly of Cantan, died June 10,
Arthur C. Hinz, 91, of Rochester,
Hills, died June 9.

o S
et

For thie Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers,

Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Community Life
in Passages on page C4,

Phyllis Eileen Humphries, 63, of
Wayne, died June 15,
- Mary M. Hurfock, of Canton
Township, died June 19.
K
Nevenka Karoleff, of Plymouth,
 died June 19,

M
Dana R. Marcum, of Livonia, died
June 19,
Huston L. McCormick, 85, died
June 22.
Verna Louise McDonald, of Livonia,
died June 9.
Isabell Mae Mercer, 90, formerly
.of Waldron, died June 22.
P X
Leona E. Propst, 73, of Livonia,
died June 19.
R
Virginia “Gini" Stecker DeBenham
Radgers, 77, of Franklin, died June
16.
Mary Jane Rotan, 62, of Rochester
Hills, died June 12.
: S
Arthur Frederick Schmidt, 89, of
Westland, died June Té.
Bernard G. Serkel, of Livonia, died
June 2t.
Ray E. Springer Jr 79, of Sheiby
Township, died June 9.
" Ernest Stiehl, of Westland, died
June 13,
Y
Ellery “Bud’” York, of Livonia, died
June7,

Senate rejects‘b‘us inspection cuts

School children and
Michigan’s School Bus Safety
Inspection program moved one
step closer to being protected
from the governor’s budget ax
with the passage of arevised
version of the Michigan State
Police budget by the State
Senate last week.

The Senate rejected Gov.
Jennifer Granholm’s proposal
to eliminate the program and
to repeal the state law requir-
ing school bus inspections,
according to state Sen. Laura
Toy, R-Livonia

‘Parents and students have
the right to expect that the
buses carrying our children to
school are in tip-top shape,”
Toy said.

“Losing just one child in an
accident that could have been
prevented with an inspection is
too high a cost to justify the
savings the state will realize by
cutting this program.” '

The governor’s 2005-06
budget proposal called for the
elimination of the State Police

School Bus Inspection pro-
gram, resulting in a projected
savings of $1.2 million. The
proposal also calied for repeal-

. ing the state law that requires

that school buses be inspected
on a regular basis.

“During these tough budget
times, we have an obligation to.
bring spending in line with
revenues, but it is critical we
do this in a responsible man-
ner that protects critical servic-
es,” Toy said. “I have heard
from schools in'my district
who have been deeply con-

cerned about the prospect of

this cut and what it would do
to their ability to transport stu~
dents safely to and from :
school.”

The program ensures that
every Michigan school bus,
more than 17,000 last year.
alone, is inspected annually by
the State Police’s expert main-
tenance crew.

According to a State Police
report, approximately 4 per-
cent, or more than 740 of the

buses inspected last year, were
“yellow tagged” after being
found to have a defect that
required repair within 60 days.

Last year, nearly 13 percent,
or more than 2,100 buses, were
“red tagged” for defects so
severe they were deemed
unsafe to transport students
and required immediate repair.
" Without the statewide pro-
gram, schools that want to
have their buses inspected
would have to perform the
inspections on their own or
find the funds to pay the state
to do so.

Or, if the governor’s proposal

- to eliminate the state law man-

dating the inspections were
approved, the schools could
chose to not conduct the
Anspections at all.

“This is not acceptable,” Toy
said. “T will work hard to
ensure those funds are there
for the school children and
their families, as well as for the
bus drivers that drive our pre-
cious children on a daily basis.”

ARE YOU MISSING

THE GOOD STUFF?
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We look forward to sending you all your focal news along with your Meijer

7. CI:pand mail or call 1 -866—887-27

Mail fo: Circulation Depariment

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcrafi, Livonia, MI 48150

I:l I'd like to subscribe and receive my hometown news every Sunday and Thursday for six
months $29.95 and receive a $10 Meijer Gift Card

(] pAYMENT ENCLOSED s me

3

MEI

A Miilion Reasons. A Stagle mu.@

THE
bserver & Eceentric
NEWSPAPERS

irmingham Eccentric
Canton Qhserver
Farmington Observer
arden City Observer
Livonia Observer
Plymouth Observer
Redford Observer
Rochester Eccentric
Southfield Eccentric
~ Troy Eccentric

- est Bloomfield Eccentric
Westtand Observar

[rp)

f Address

g City
§ Phone

Email address

Zip

f CREDIT CARD INFORMATION: |__|VISA DMASTERCAF!D_ I:I‘_mscovsn [ Jamex

- Exp. Date

B Credit Card Number

: Signature

0‘ S

CARRIER DELIVERY ONLY  OFFER EXPIRES 8/30/05 '

Democratic Club

The general meeting of the
Democratic Club will be at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 28, at
the Dorsey Center, on Dorsey
near Venoy. Officers will meet
at 7 p.m. There will be no

meeting in July. Meetings will -

resume on Tuesday, August 30.

Members who know of can-
didates in the November gen-
eral electioh interested in
speaking to the club at the
Aug. 30 meeting can call
Patricia A. Mitchell at (734)

729-2953. '

Travel guides

The 2005 Michigan Travel
Guide, featuring information
on Michigan’s bountiful vaca-
tion opportunities, is now
available, according to state
Sen. Laura Toy, R-Livonia.

“This is a great resource for
anyone interested in checking
out all the wonderful recre-
ational opportunities Michigan
has to offer;” Toy said. “From

-world-class golf and beautiful

beaches to shopping, museums
and festivals, Michiganians can
have a first-rate vacation expe-
rience without leaving the
state.” Copies:of the 2005
Michigan Travel Guide are
available at a variety of loca-
tions throughout the 6th
Senate District or by calling
Toy’s office at (517) 373-1707.

PLACES AND FACES
Blood drives
‘ ’fhe Bova VFW Post 9885

will hold an American Red
~ Cross blood drive 2-8 p.m.

Monday, June 27, at the post
hall, 6440 N, Hix, Westland.

To make a blood donation

appointment, call the post at
(734) 728-3231, the post sur-
geon Terry Dana at (517) 521-
5646 or blood drive chairman
Larry Tebor at (734) 377-8329
or {734) 261-2807 and leave
your name, telephone number
and desired time of appoint-
ment. Walk-ins are welcome.

. All donors will entered in a
drawing for three free games of
bowling at Vision Lanes in
Westland.

M American Legion Post 396
of Garden City and the
AMVETS Auxiliary Post 171 of
Westland are hosting an
American Red Cross blood
drive 1-7 p.m. Tuesday, June 28
at the AMVETS Hall on
Merriman between Cherry Hill
‘and Palmer.

Medical talk

Michele White, manager of
American House, Westland I,
and Deborali'Warren, a regis-
tered nurse from The Senior
Alliance, will be speaking at
Westland Convalescent Center
3-4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21,
about Medicaid waiver topics.

The session will include

information about what the
waiver program is and how
people can apply. It also will
include information about
what services are ¢overed by
the program and what options.
are available when nursing . -
home care is no longer needed.

Westland Convalescent
Center is located at 36137 W.
Warren Road, between Wayne -
and Central City Parkway. All
are invited to attend the free
seminar, Please contact Judy
Bianchi at (734) 728-6100 to
sign up for this very special
event.

Rally for a Cure_

The New Hawthorne Valley
Golf Course is taking part in
Rally for a Cure, a breast .~

- awareness campaign. This year

marks the second time the club
has pledged its support for the
campaign against breast can-
cer — presented by Golf for
Women Magazine. The organ-
izer of the event is the
Hawthorne Par Seekers.

'A field of 24 players is
expected for the Rally at 8. a,m.
on Tuesday, July 5. Rally for a
Cure activities include a closest
to the pin contest, & one-year
subscription to Golffor Women
Magazine plus many more
gifts,

Golfers interested in joining
the outing can call Janet Sehok
at (734) 422-9195,

i

When Emily Post's first etiquette -
book was published in 1922 onty 35
percent of American househoids had
telephones. Today more than 61 per-
cent of the househalds in the United
States have one or more wireless tele-

phones, meaning there are more than

137 million cell phones in use.

This July marks the first National
Cell Phone Courtesy Month, the brain-
child of Jacqueline Whitmore, an eti-
quette expert. Shethought of the
idea while consulting for Sprint PC3
and realized how many rude cell
phone users there are.

Many public places, including
libraries, theaters, museums and
churches, have rules about the usage
of celi phones. More than 4¢ coun-
tries and three states have laws that
prahibit the usage of handheld cell
phones while driving and miore than
two-thirds of the United States have
looked at legisiation this year regard-
ing restriciions on the usage of cell
phones while driving.

There are many groups that have
set up protocols regarding cell phone
use, Web sites, such as
cellmanners.com, etiquette experts,

INFORMATION CENTRAL

and even the cell phone manufactur-
ers themselves have agreed to some
simple courtesies that should be fol-
lowed. These include:

1. Do not interrupt a face-to-face
conversation o take a cell phone call.
2. Turn your cell phone off during
public performances or while in public

spaces,

3. Speak softly.

4, Keep private matters private.

5. Respect the personal space of
others by taking calls in a more pri-
vate place.

6. Change the ring tone to match
the environment you're in or use text
messaging if possible.

Much of the etiquette that should

- be involved in using cell phones can

be used with other everyday and spe-
cial occasions.

The Public Library of Westland car-
ries many items that deal with eti-
guette in various situations. Want to
teach the next generation how to bhe
polite members of society? Check out
the selection of materials that deal
with table manners and the proper
behavior to be used in various social
situations.

If you're planning a wedding, the
library has many books that deat with
the infricacies of a proper wedding -
from the seating to the wedding invi-
tations. Dealing with business cus-
tomers overseas? You might want to
lock at the business etiquette and the
multiculturai customs boaks.

There are books by experts like
Emily Post, her great-granddaughter-
in-law Peqgy Post and Miss Manners
among others. The Public Library of
Westland is open from 10 a.m.to 9 p.m.
Mondays-Wednesdays, 10 am. to 5
p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays and ¢losed
Sundays during the summer months,

Storles in the Garden-10 -

a.m. July 6. Enjoy stories, songs, and
rhymes in the children's garden, All
ages. .

Princess for aDay-?2 pm July '!
Listen to a princess story, play games
fit only for a princess, and make a
princess craft. Ages 4 and up.

The Willilam P. Faust Public Library
is at 6123 Central City Parkway,
West{and, For More information, call
(734) 326-6323.

Under New
Manngemenf

U.S.D.A.
N.Y. STRIP
STEAKS

Om'y 558?

'I'OP SIRI.OIN
¢ STEAKS

Only 539% :

| 28430 Joy Road (Between Middlebelt & Inkst

FRESH NEW LOOK

DAD’S 4th of JULY SAI.E!

Storemade
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
HOT OR MILD
Only sigg

Lean & Mea

CENTER CUT
PORK i\Cl'lOPS
onty PRI

Spetiuls good through 7-4-05

Come in & enjoy one of America’s tradifional butcher shops specializin 21!1 fresh cut meat
& storemade kielbasa, meatballs, hot & mild lalian sausage

 Next to Paris aulmyﬂ 34.522.7 70

SAME QUALITY
MEATS
Established 1980

BBQ
SPARE RIBS
Only sz'%
lean & Meaty -

COUNTRY STYLE
SPARE RIBS
Only 518%

OEGal’donz1

M’ﬁ;yoy an evenmg wlth

Gaither Homecoming Artist

MIKE ALLEN

Sunday, June 26 6pm\'
Tlckets $10 ea. available

m‘

by calling 734.421.7620

.Includes free dessert reception & ;

autographs afterwards

Garden City

at .
Presbyterian Church
1841 Middlebelt Road (just S. of Ford Road)

Formore mformation call 734-421- 7620
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~ BUICK IS OFFERING ITS EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT -
 TO EVERYONE THROUGH JULY 5.

TS A GREAT PRICE

7y

; &
L
TN

ALL NEW BUICK LACROSSE® CX 2005 BUICK RENDEZVOUS® CX FWD o

iy

= The worlds first quiet-tuned sedan « World-class luxury, power and style » Powerful V6 ~ standard = Luxury car ride, sm\: capabilities, ;”'3

« EPA est, 29 mpg hwy © s EPA est. 26 mpg hwy, FWD azi

! . . Y]
Lease for qualified lessees: 323 495 MSRP™ Lease for qualified {essees; ”
| $199,/morth Mrda $189/yenth - e
i 24months S-I 9,944 Your Price 24months - " (T
| 52 162 Due at signing” after all applicable offers! ' ) $1’ 608 Due at signing” ' i.‘f!;.
| No security deposit required. At participating dealers only. Includes security deposit, Tax, title, license, dealer fees extra. o
Tax, title, ficense, dealer fees extra, At participating dealers only. R

At participating dealers only.

2005 BUICK RAINIER® -CX‘L ALL NEW BUICK TERRAZA  CX FWD 2005 BUICK LeSABRE® CUSTOM

= 5.31. V8 VD entertainment system — standard » Americas best-seiling full-size car
« Leather-appointed seating — standard » Seating for seven, « The serenity of QuietTuning”™ = EPA est. 29 mpg hwy P ,
e Serk Sound and Entertainment Package Lease for aualified lessees: . -
H{sunroof, Bose® premium audio system with Base for quatie es:e* 5274 50 MSRP* b -
XM?® Satellite Radiol six-disc in-dash CD) S mont T L C
| Lense for qualifi L 299/ smonths | 52] 452 Your Price ?
Lease for qualified lessees: $2903 e e s
_ h : : ) Due at signing’ : afuf_r ail applicable offersl . ;
3279/mont ) includes security deposit. Tax, title, license. dealer fees extra. © At participating dealers on )’ ST ,
24months : At participating dealers only. Do mee :
51,897 bue at signing* _ . SRR : E
includes secur ity deposit. Tax titie, license, dealer fees extra. 328,825 MSRE* _ ' : ' : !
At pmtaupa ing dealers onl y ‘ ' T ' : o ;;
| | 524,387 Your Price | N s
' ' after all applicable offers! ' ' B !
© At participating dealers onty, ;
Employee LI
| Discount e
Everyone @” L
o - !
, g
VISIT: METRODETROITBUICKDEALERS.COM s |
Jim Bradley Buick " Faist-Diesing Buick James-Martin Buick Roberts Buick Feigley Buick Shelton Buick. . - Vyletel Buick i
Ann Arbor Chelsea Detroit ~ Lapeer : Milford Rochester Hills ~ Sterling Heights
734-769-1200 734-475-8663 313-875-0500 810-667-2102 248-684-1414 248- 651 5500 - 586-977-2800
“Waldecker Buick Randy Hosler Buick Ray Laethem Buick John Rogin Buick Bob Jeannotte Buick Jeffrey Bmck Zuboi‘_Buick |
. Brighton . Clarkston - - Detroit ' ~ Livonia - Plymouth Roseville  ° © Taylor %
810-227-1761 '248-625-5500 313-886-1700 734-525-0900 © 734-453-2500 586-296-1300 734-946-8112
| Ed Rinke Buick Jim Riehl's Friendly Buick Bob Saks Buick Terhune Sales & Service  Cawood Auto Company  Jim Fresard Buick Suburban Buick
Center Line Clinton Townishi Farmington Hills “Marine City 7. Port Huron Royal Oak - Troy -
586-757-2100 586-412-9600 \ 248-478-0500 . 810-765-8866 - .~ 810-987-3030 248-547-6100 - 248-519-9748 -
Sdperior Buick ally Edgar Buick Victory Buick ~ Larry Koss Buick’ Tamaroff Buick
Dearborn ake Orion Milan ' Richmond Southfield
313-846-1122 248391-9900 734-439-3500 - 586-727-3115 248-353-1300

S

=Paymants are for a 2005 Buick LaCrosse CX with an MSRP of §23,4%% and 3 GM employee discount price of $20,944 (24 montf 'ny payments total 34,7765 a 2005 Buick Rendezvous C k with
an MSRP of 527465 and a &M employee discount price of $24:193 {24 monthly payments totai 54, 536}, a 2005 Buick Rainier CXL with the Sun, Sound 1nd Entertainment Package and the
V8 Power Play Package and arn MSRP of $36,485'and a GM emaioye; discount price of 31994 (24 mo Tlhly payments total 56,696 and a 2005 Buick Terraza CX with an MSRP of 528,825 and
a GM employee discount price of $25.387 {36 monthly payments total $10,764). Option to purchase at lease end for an amount o be determined at lease signing. GMAL must approve
tease. Take delivery by 275/05 Mileage aharge of $.20/mile over 24,000 miles for LaCrosse, Rendezvous and Rainier and 35,000 miles for Tefraza, Lessee pays for excess wear Pa,'merws
miay be higher in some states. Not available with other offers.
FMSRE Tax, title, license, dealer faes and optional equipment extra,
ITax, titte, license, dealer fees and optioral equipment extra, Teke delivery by 775/05, See dealer for details. : .
XM available only in the 48 contiguous United States. Service fees apply. Visit gmxmradio.com for details, | ‘ ‘ @005 654 Corp. All fights raserved
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Embracing the metaphysical

Local author pens book about his psychic g:ft

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER

Just like developing his psy-
chic gift took practice, so did
the art of fiction writing. Ray
Fraser, who just completed his
sixth book, will host an evening
to visit with readers, fans and
those just curious about the
metaphysical world.

Fraser, a Canton resident,
has, for 12 years, worked as a
professional psychic by night
(though he makes time for his
day job in advertising). His lat-
est book, a memoir titled “T am
the Father’s Son,” explains how
a former devout Christian
wound up diving into the
metaphysical spiritual world.

“As a child I was very
Christian. And after 30 years -
of living as a Christian, I real-
ized that God doesn't belong to
a religion. God is universal,” he
said,

When Fraser was a child, he
recognized his psychic gift,
which he sees as the universe
communicating with him, as it
does with everyone.

His latest book only took
about 10 months to write, in
sharp contrast from the years it
took to complete his first book.

“I think writing is like any-
thing else; the more you do it,
the easier it gets,” he said,

The book is a departure from
the previous five, which he
describes as suspense novels.
But it has some elements in
common.

“The biggest difference
between writing fiction and
writing my memoir is that 1
know what happens next in the
memoir,” Fraser said.

Another thing the books
have i common is the lack of
profanity and strong sexual
content, even if the themes are
suited to adult readers.

“I never use the f-bomb in
any of the books and nothing is
grinding, throbbing or puls-
ing,” Fraser said with 2 broad
smile and a laugh.

His first book, “A Change
Called Death,” had plenty of
swearing and grinding, but
when his mother asked to read
it, he did the world’s fastest
editing job to remove what

BILL BRESLER } STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton author and psychic Ray Fraser will host a “Meet the Auther” night

Tuesday at his shop in Westland,

wound up being 12 pages of
blush-worthy pages.

He learned his lesson, he
said, and now writes without
the R-rated material.

Fraser’s business, Mytiques
West, is a sort of public work-
shop for those seeking to grow
spiritually, he said. Located in
Westland for the last six years’
{and in Plymouth for six before
that), his business is home to
six psychic readers, a weekly

seance, and regular workshops. .

Soon, the store will also be the
home of a food pantry, Family
of Angels Food Bank.

This Tuesday, the store will

host an evening during which
Fraser will discuss his latest
book, as well as treat visitors to
a short psychic reading,

* Admission for the event,
which will be 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.;
is $20 and will include the
choice of any of Fraser’s hooks,
discounts on his other baoks,
discussion and the reading.

For more information, call Mystigues
West at (734) 729-8019, or stop by the
shop at 36356 Ford Road in Westland.

cmarshall@oe.homecamm.net]
(734} 459-2700

£

Several employees of the
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools were honored at
Wayne Regional Educational

Service Agency's annual
Celebration of Excellence in
Education. '

The program, in its 17th
year, recognizes employees
teachers and support staff for
their work either directly with
children in the classroom or
supporting the learning envi-
ronment in the building or
through special service.

Frauk Walker, a teacher at
Franklin Middle School, was a
finalist for the Middle School
Teacher of the Year, Elizabeth
Bartling, music teacher at
Madison Elementary was hon-
ored as a Rookie Teacher of the
Year.

Linda Hammond of Patchin
Elementary received a Wayne
RESA Leadership Award in
bilingual/ESL education.

Also honored were Mary
Kanopka, a paraprofessional at
Elliott Elementary, psycholo-
gist Renee Lizzamore and
social worker Judy Sulaver,

Situnylwe Chiruznga of John
Glenn High School placed first
in the Michigan Society for
Medical Research’s annual
essay contest. Fellow Glenn
student Karrie MeCollum
received an honorable men-
tiom.

ACHIEVERS

More than 300 students
entered the contest which is
designed to help students
understand the importance of
biomedical research and the
impact it has on the quality of
life, _

This the second consecutive
vear that a student in Cathy
German’s Human Anatomy
and Physiology class was
awarded first place in the essay
contest.

Named to the Dean’s List in
recognition of superior aca-
demic achievement during the
past term at Madonna
University in Livonia were

‘Westland residents:

Amanda Aalderink, Lisa
Abela-Tesner, Jennifer
Anderson, Mitchell Andries,
Amanda Andrysiak, Courtney
Arnold, Heather Arnold,
Whitney Balas, Scott Balko,
Carrie Boven, Erin Brockert,
Patrick Carpen, Lindsay Cecil,
Jennifer Chapman, Susan
Chaput, Amylee Chiasson, Sun
Kyung Cho, Jee-Yill Choi,
Sarah Cole, Melissa Coscia,
Christopher Cosselmon,
Eathleen Crouch.

Susan Cumming, Mark
Darket, Darcy Dauphin,
Leanne Domzalski, Meghan
Edmonds, Margaret
Fernandez, Sean Fox, Steven
Funsion, Adrienne Gazdag,
Ke]h Glbbs, Jennifer Glennon,

Sarah Graff, Jennifer
Grantham, Michele Greer,
Lawrence Grezak, Douglas
Hagedon, Kimberly Hamann,
Gail Harris, Kristine Ho,
Bryan Holloway, Ashley
Honkanen.

Matthew Humena.y, Angela
Llievski, Myung-Hun Jin,
Seung-Wook Kang, Joseph
Keen, Jessica Kelly, Mich:

. Kennedy, Mary XKern, Angela
Kimling, Kimberly Kitzmiller,
Jessica Koch, Melody
Kwarsick, Lindsey Litwinczuk,
Cecile MacDonell, Lilian
Maina, Wendy Marquette,
Megan Martin, Elizabeth
Mathe, Mark Mimnaugh,

- Matthew Moenaert, Shobana
Mohanan,

Tera Morrill, April Pankow,
Ji-Hoon Park, Christopher
Peplinski, Joyce Perkins,
Regina Piscunere, Diana Pool,
Bradley Poremba, Barry
Rafferty, Barbara Rambold,
Joel Rivera, Meg Rudolph,
Shannon Rushlow, Marlene
Sabbagh, Wreh Sampson,
Diane Schmitt, Rebecca
Sharoian, Susan Shenkosky,
Jacquelyn Sikora, Kristen
Slade, Kari Speck, Kelly Tyler.

James Walla, Tamrmy
‘Watkins; Angela Winkler-
Leleniewski, Kara Wisniewski,
Nancy Woodington, Jennene
‘Wright, Elona Xhemali,
Tiffany Zaremba and Lori
Zielingki,

CADET

FROM PAGE At

day I might work for some
branch of government, like the
FBI”

Not bad options — any of
them — for this son of Mike .
and Sue Fulton of Westland. -
His father works as a property
manager; his mother, a crimi-
nal clerk for Garden Clty
District Court.

Fulton has had strong family
support in his endeavors.
When he received his degree in
late May at West Point, his
graduation was attended by his
parents, grandparents, 19-
vear-old sister Courtney and
other relatives.

“We realize that it's quite an
accomplishment, and we're
very proud of him,” his mother
said. “We're excited for the

opportumtles that West Point
has gwen him over the la.st four
years:

Fulton’s graduation capped a
rigorous West Point program_
that develops cadets in four -

“areas: intellectual, physical, -
_military and moral-ethical.

Fulton, a former Westland
Observer carrier, was accepted
at the academy based on a
wide range of credentials,
including academic. He also
had to receive a nomination
from a prominent official —
his case, then-U.S. Rep. Lynn
Rivers (D-Michigan). .-

One of Fulton’s most memo-
rable experiences was partici-
patlng in shotgun competitions
in the academy’s skeet and trap
club.

“I was with the same guys for

four years,” Fulton said. “I

made some good friends.”
Fuiton personally earned a

second-place national award in

one competition in San
Antonio.

During his years a.t West
Point, Fulton had little free
time. He had to report for
‘breakfast at 6:55 a.m. and,

after a day of intense activities -

had been completed, he stud-
ied late, almost until lights had
to be turned off at midnight.

On rare occasions, he and his"

friends managed a one-day
getaway to New York City,

" about 50 miles south of West

Point. .
Fulton’s life has been less

demanding during the summer

weeks that he has spent in his
hometown of Westland. And-
.even though he’s glad to have
made it through the challenges
of West Point, he wouldn’t
trade the experience,

“I'd do it again a thousand
times,” he said.
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MISSION
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warming center in Westland and connected
with the Rev. B.C. Beneteau, director of the
Lighthouse Home Missions.

The two women with the “shared vision”
opened the Lighthouse Warming Center on Jan.
5, 2004, at the Full Gospel Tempie on Palmer,
EIntil it opened, peopie needing shelter were
referred to centers in Taylor and Southgate.

A warm place

Open 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. January through March,
the center uses donations of leftover soup from
Leon’s Restaurant and the American Diner and
Ivey’s sandwiches to feed homeless men and
women.

It provides cots and has two volunteers who
help clients with emiployment, low-income
housing and filing for disability of veterans ben-
efits. They also act as a go-between to unite
clients with their family members.

The first year, seven area churches picked a
night of the week and provided watchmen for
the center, The Full Gospel Temple provided the
space.

When the doors opened this January, the
number of churches had grown to eight. The
eighth church was the Full Gospel, which
“brought forth more volunteers,” according to
Ivey.

Doran described the center’s second year as

| extremely busy and recalls going there to work

. and finding no food. One night, volunteers

* bought pizza to serve clients, ancther night it
was simply bologna sandwiches.

“Usually, they have a choice, so I continued
doing that,” Doran said. “T told them, ‘Thisis a
really special night because we have bologna

. | sandwiches or we have bologna sandwiches

I

lz
]
i
i
|
}
!
1
1
J
|

| where you can take the bread off!
“One man told me I can make bologna sand-
I'wiches sound like steak.”
On average, the center has provided for 28
men and women a night this year and took in up
j to 42 on the coldest nights. But that has created
; a problem for the center — what to do with the
| clients who are sent away from the warming
| center at 7 a.m,
With no place to go, the clients hang around
businesses and in the neighborhoods until the

soup kitchen opens at 11 a.m., which created
complaints this year and caused the center to
close a week early.

Giving shelter . .

And ancther problem is the church’s zoning.
Sometime during the winter, the warming cen-
ter unknowingly slipped into being a shelter.

Representatives of the eight churches met ear-
lier this month to discuss what can be done.
Possibilities include creating a community cen-
ter or even a halfway house where chents eould
stay for 60 days.

Ivey has spied an abandoned house in Inkster
that could serve as a halfway house. She said she
has turned to the Lord, who guided her after her
husband’s death, praying for focus on where
clients can go during the day.

“Rather than giving them sweats to keep
warm, maybe we need someone to give them a
shave and a haircut and better clothes to dress
themselves for work,” she said. “When you spend
time one-on-one with the homeless and work
with them, you get to know their needs.”

But while she prays, she’s also preparizng for
the 2006 warming season, collecting donations.
In addition to monetary donations, the center is
in need of:

n New and gently used adult clothing, includ-
ing gloves, scarves, sweats and thermals.
Especially needed are socks, shoes, boots and
wartn coats.

n New large microwave oven.

n Everyday necessities like toilet paper, dinner
napkins, Styrofoam bowls, plates and cups, plas-
tic silverware, cans of coffee, non-dairy creamer

and sugar. bring those students'back to :.
n Polaroid 600 instant film for client photo-  LPS, '
graphs. “We started with five

n Four-drawer locking cabinet with keys.

Businesses and individuals who would like to
get involved can call Warren Road Light and
Life Free Methodist Church at (734) 458-7301
or visit the church at 33445 Warren east of
Wayne Road.

Ivey remains confident the center’s needs will
be answered.

“I know the Lord is going to provide there,”
she said.

smason@ge.homegomm.net | {734) 953-2112
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At 10, Shared Time brings art,
extras to non-public pupils

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Livonia Public Schools’
Shared Time program cele-
brates its 10th year in the dis-
trict with a re-location of its
headquarters.

The program is one of sev-
eral distriet ventures housed
at Dickinson Center on
Newburgh Road. Due to a
new lease arrangement, the
program will move this
month to Johnson,’ :
Elementary School m
Westland. e

When the program was.
started, it was meant as a rey-
enue enhancement and serv--.

around Livonia. Jay Young,
director of community rela-
tions, had heard of a similar
program in tieighboring
Redford Township. Realizing
students from Livonia private
schools were attendmg non- -,
core ¢lasses in another. pubhc ;
school district; he’ intenided to-

schools, 400 students and five
teachers,” recalled Mary
Combs, program supervisor,
“Now, we have 13 schools,
3,200 kids and 20 teachers”
When it began, students
attending school at St. Edith,
St. Damian, St. Genevieve,
Peace Lutheran or St. Panl
Lutheran schools were able to
take advantage of courses
their schools did not offer.
From physical education to

These days Combs is oftef

LIVONIA SCHOOLS

computers to art and music,
the Shared Time program
supplemented their academic
curriculum. |

" Since the start, Combs said,
the program has just contin-
ued to grow.

With that growth comes an

“expansion of class offerings.

Combs said these classes are
“more important than ever.”
“The world is changing so
fast,” she said."“You need art
and technology to (he) a well-
rounded (person) Its nota

;. luxury anyinore.” . =
ice to pargchial schools inand :

' Newer courses 1nc1ude
Specch, Drama, Journalism,
foreign languages, Problemi~

_ Solving and more. Class.sizes

range from 10 to 35 stidents
and vary by class and school,

answering questions from

- other. school districts mt'erest-

ed in starting their own':
Shared Time programs.

- Thé program is not-without
its challenges, according to
Combs.

“Scheduling is always an
issue,” she'said. It was a chal-
lenge in the beginning, when
students were bused to the
classes, and it continues to be
now, as LPS teachers, instead,
go to the various schools to
teach, “It is a better use of the

‘students” time,” said Combs.

“They’re not spending time
traveling.”
Now it is the teachers who

must adjust to the different
cultures of each school in
which they teach.

For Combs, the position
provides plenty of contact in
the community. “I'm very
much a people person,” she
said.

She also considers the
Shared Time teaching staff to
be quite talented. Programs

follow the district’s own cur~ .

riculum and are updated in
the same manner.

The program brings funds
into the district, and in a way

e

pays for itself, Livonia Public

Schools earns a portion of its

per-pupil foundation
allowance for each student
who takes one or more class-
es.

While there are more than
3,000 students participating
in programs, last year’s “full
time equivalent” totals
equaled 187.

That means the total pa.rtlc-

wane
SR

H1E

ipants in Shared Time classes _ ..

allowed the district to earn
the same amount of state
funding it would for 187 full-

time students.

Last year, it brought in
between $800,000 and
$900,000, most of which
goes back into the program.

“We pay our own way,” said
Combs, “Whatever i§ left goes
back into the general fund.”

For more information on
the program, call the district.
at (734) 744-2500.

scasola@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 953-2054

COOPER
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low bid of Adamo Demolition.

“The demolition of Cooper
was along time coming,” said
Watson. “I believe it will be
well worth it. One of the nice
parts is the funding. Itis (cov-
ered by) a state grant, so it does
not affect the school dlstrxcts
budget ’

Watson said the asbestos
abatement will 1ake two to
three weeks. Then the building
will be razed, the grounds will
be cleared and grated. This
portion of the project will be
complete by mid-August.

“The next step is obviously
what'’s going to go there.” said
Dan Lessard, trustee.

Southfield-based Jonna Cos.
has indicated it wants to devel-
op the site with a i44-unit sen-
ior citizen apartment complex,
a medical building, an outpa-
tient surgical center and a golf
driving range on the 37-acre
property.

The developer will have to
submit a formal proposal to the
Westland City Council, whose
members have voicad hope that
the fenced-off land will finally
be developed. City officials and
neighbors have long com-
plained the site was an eyesore.

The project will begin only
after a state-approved remedia-
tion plan has been approved by

the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality.

During a Westland City
Council meeting last week,
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli voiced
optimism that plans for rede-
veloping the Cooper site are,
for now, progressing on sched-
ule.

“We are extremely pleased,”
she said.

Cicirelli had held out hope as
early as January that the school
would be demolished by July.

Cicirelli and other officials
have said that air and water
quality in the surrounding
neighborhood will not be
affected by the cleanup, which
comes 14 years after the school
was shut down and students
were moved to another facility,

delem@ce.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
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Former playmaker's career is flying high -

BY LARRY RUEHLEN
STAFF WRITER

Joe Bok left Orchard Lake
St. Mary’s in 1980 with
thoughts of playing pro foot-
ball ~- but he ended up build-
ing airplanes for moviemaker
Martin Scorsese,

“They called me because 1
had a reasonably large collec-
tion of model airplanes,” said
Bok, owner of Aero Telemetry,
a California company that
builds everything from
unmanned military drone
planes to a fully operational
smaller version of the Spruce
Goose for the movie The
Aviator, which was directed by
Scorsese.

The original Spruce Goose
was owned by tycoon /test
pilot Howard Hughes. Actor
Leonardo DiCaprio played
Hughes in the film and, yes,
Bok met him while working on
the project. Most of his time,
however, wasn't spent with
actors and directors because he

_was too busy building and test-
‘ing 10 model planes for the

" USDA GRADE A
Bonelegs - Lean
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Joe Bok (center) and his crew ready the H-1 racer ‘modet that was bu:it for the movie The Aviator. The actual H-iseta
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movie.
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wide ver-

sion of Hughes’ XF-11 spy
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of the models was necessary to
make them look realistic on -
film.

“Hollywood has a terrible

USDA GRADE A
Boneless - Juicy

{PORK LOIN ROAST  |sMOKED PoLisHSAUSAGE |COUNTRY STYLE RIBS |BEEF NY STRIP LIONS

CORN-FED SELECT BEEF
BABY BACK
SPARE RIBsS

track record with planes,” Bok
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seen a plane fly. People can

CORN FED SELECT BEEF
Whole (Sliced Free)

9

548
US5DA GRADE A

WHOLE PORK

TEN DERLIONS

& $
of:

“GROUND FRESH HOURLY
Ground Beef Made From

GROUND 5I§LOIN

ily Pac's
FROM OUR DELI

SAHLEN'S OLD FASHION
SMOKEHOUEE HAM

E s FEERELD

PORTERHOUSE

STEAKS

-

Private Baﬁkfng

investments

*37
OLDTIME DEL! '

MOZ;:R?ELM GaE
> 2 b.

HONEY MESQUITE TURKEY

recognize computer-generated
planes because the flight looks
scripted.”

In the old days of movie
making, Bok said, Hollywood
had access to real planes for
movies like Tora! Tora! Tora!
and Midway. But improving
technology led moviemakers to
switch to computers for most
of the flight scenes in the
movie Pear] Harbor.

“It was heavily criticized,”
Bok said. “It didn’t look real.”

Perhaps that’s why Scorsese
turned to Bok for The Aviator.

After his days at St. Mary's,
Bok went to the University of
Southern California, where he
also played football and hit the
books.

He earned a bachelor’s
degree in aerospace engineer-
ingin 1985 and went back for a
masters in engineering man-
agement in the late 1950s.

By that time, he had already
started his own company that
specialized in designing and
biiilding unmanned planes for
the United States military. He
also raced World War II planes

www.hometownlife.com
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as a pilot. The combination of i
experience and expertise made
him a natural for The Aviator

. project.

“They gave us complete con-
trol,” Bok said. “They told us.
what they needed and trusted
us to do the job. It all worked
out. We got some great
footage.” -

In one scene, Bok's model
Spruce Goose had to take off,
fly and land in the same Long-
Beach Harbor that the original
plane flew over 56 years ago.

Bok was at the controls as .
the plane made its voyage.

“The effects people did a
great job,” he said, “They used”
footage from the model and
edited in computer graphics a’e
the perfect time.”

Bok lives in California, but‘
was back in town Thursday for
his 25th high school reunion. -
~ “I still have friends from
those days,” he said. “And I'll
get to hang out with Byron
Metcalf and Dave )
Kachinowsky again, so it will -
be a good time. I couldn’t miss
it”

Hospice of Michigan
closes ‘sacred place'

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Over eight years, the staffata
Farmington Hills facility has
offered care, dignity and hope-
fully peace to 1,500 terminally
ill people. -

It was a place where families

_could place loved ones in the

care of professionals — and also
get help in dealing with end-of-
life issues.

But that will soon end as
Hospice of Michigan will be
closing its one and only home
facility in the state.

Hospice of Michigan leaders
decided the on-going financial
loss of operating the 40-bed
building located at Eleven Mile

.and Middlebelt in Farmington

Hills has become too large a
burden to continue, said Greg
Grabowski, senior vice presi-
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The home will not take new -
patients after July 15, he said,

For Richard Polk, the nurses’
and staff at the Hospice of
Michigan home became a family
while they took care of his a111ng
mother from May 2001 until. -
her death in November 2002.

He even visited the staff after
his mother’s death. r

When told the facility was
closing, Polk said he was very -
sad to hear it. :

“It was a very unique facxhty,
he said. “The end of life care .
there was extraordinary.

“I think it performed a valu-
able service to the community,”-

Polk continued. “It will leave & -
void for those who could take
advantage of those services.”

The building’s manager,
Cheryl Nicklay, said she and her
staff of nurses are in: moummg 7
over the closing. g

“I always callitasaered .
place,” she said. “It reallyis. It.* !
never ceases to amaze me how = |-
much trust (the patxents) put 111 '
you? '
While the majority of H05p1ce G
of Michigan serves clients at '~
their own homes (about 7,000 =
people a year), the nonprofit 'Z‘ oy
group’s only home facility was .=~ - 4
developed to cater to patients :: i
who needed 24-hour care.

“People don’t realize what is-

entailed in takmg care of somes?
one who is dying,” said N;cklay. S
“It’s difficuit for everyone. These

and be families not just the
caretaker.”

Nicklay said the staff will
eventually find other johs, but =
they're sad to lose each other -
after working so well together :

The patients were housed in.*
rooms decorated more likea -
home than a sterile hospital. It-
had day-beds so family mem- .

LRy

53; )

Grabowski said the home
struggled financially after
changes in Medicaid and
Medicare laws reduced reim-~
bursements for care.

“To qualify as a nursing homé;’
the building would have had to =
undergo massive remodehng ‘
and purchase expensive equlp-
ment. In the last few years, the~
home lost from $800,000 to §1
million a year, accordingto
Grabowski. ¥

“As our margins got tlghte as
everyone else’s has been, we r o
couldn't keep it open,” he said.’ »

The building will be main- -7
tained while Hospice of
Michigan decides what to do

#

“We're looking at all the
options,” Grabowski said. “We
won't do anything without com:
muricating with the community -
and the Farmmgton Hills gov- :
ernment.’ Ta

Grabowski said people who -_';_
have donated to the huilding, - -
from bricks in the courtyard to:
major donors, will be contacted
about what they would like to
see done with their gifts.. »f :

Nurse Kim McKenzie said she _
is upset more couldn't have > -
been done to keep the home
open.

“We all know the good we

who died here)” she said.. -
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Former O&E editor’s family book | Renewed Renaissance Center
a lesson on the value of quality

offers lessons in how to do it

In 45 years of community newspapering, I've
bumped into a lot of local and family histories,
and most are dull. They amount to what the
Japanese call “Shinto” — ancestor worship.

"A happy exception just arrived from an old
colleagne, Tom Riordan, who was executive edi-
tor of the Qbserver €3 Eccentric in 1978-80 and
now is retired in Ocala, Fla.

Riordan produced a 55-page book about his
grandfather called Merchant Prince of the Black
Hills. 1 say literally “produced” because he wrote

most of the text, edited other
contributions, collected the
photos and designed the pages
for a printer there, The cost
per copy is so high that it’s not
commercially for sale,

So why write a column
about it? Riordan was a good
teacher of basic journalism,
and Merchant Prince provides
excellent lessons if you have a
yen to write family or local his-

Ltm'y.

His chief subject is his

grandfather, Albert T.
VanDervoort (1860-1923), who “went West,
young man” to Deadwood in the Dakota
Territory and set up hardware stores beginning
in 1880. After marrying and starting his family,
VanDervoort moved to Iowa where he “read for
the law” (you often didn't go to law school in
those days) and finally settled in Lansing, where
he was prominent as a merchant and civic
leader. '

Some of Riordan’s lessons:

M Interview your older relatives while they're
still alive. His mother was a grest story-teller
and passed those genes on to Tom.

B Write short, crisp sentences in the active
voice. Use lots of quotes because dialog holds
readers better than gray, prosaic paragraphs.

M Find illuminating detail. Grandpa Van sold
“ammers, pickaxes, saws, wrenches, overalls,

Tim

. boots, heavy wool shirts, jeans, long johns, cook-

ing pots, tin plates and eating utensils.” He
would rent a two-story building and live
upstairs.

In Lansing, Van was known as “the tool man”
who sold tools to shops that made parts for the
R.E.Q. automobile company. Eventually the
hardware business was expanded into
Christmas toys, spring plants and sporting
equipment.

One of Van's sons, Ed, guided the company
into sporting goods and sold uniforms and
equipment to the two big universities and scores
of high schools. H.O. “Fritz” Crisler ordered U-
M football uniforms, specifying that one jersey
had to be flimsy so that it would tear when a
tackler grabbed it.

Crisler ordered a gross of tearaway jersies. All
with No. 98. For Tom Harmon.

That’s not Shinto ancestor worship. It's how
one merchant played a role in social history and
a major industry.

One of Van's sons, £d, guided the company
into sporting goods and sold uniforms and
equipment to the two big universities and
scores of high schools. H.0. “Fritz” Crisler
ordered U-M football uniforms, specifying
that one jersey had to be flimsy so that it
woutd tear when a tackler grabbed it.

B Use a variety of sources. The Lansing Stote
Journal wrote of the VanDevooris’ wedding,
their obituaries (hence the title Merchant Prince
of the Black Hills) and other incidents. An aunt
whose will was probated was a news story and a
guide to why Grandpa Van resettled in Lansing,

A Chicago sports writer interviewed one of
Van's sons about how he got started in the hard-
ware business. After Riordan’s mother died in
1992, a Michigan State University faculty mem-
ber wrote about how, as a home economics
teacher, she had persuaded her boss, Saginaw
Supt. Arthur Hill, to let her students start a hot
lunch program for some of the poorer kids — a
prelude to today’s hot lunch programs. Uncle Ed
coached in California for a few years and sent
game-by-game telegrams to the woman who
would become his wife. She saved them — a
treasurer trove, Riordan says. A cousin whose
first job was in the family hardware store
described her work. Riordan recognized that
how people earn their livings is not only a major
topic of social conversation, but instructive to
young readers. :

Dow Chemical’s own history told how the
Midland company sponsored athletic teams
during World War II, when gasoline was scarce
and entertainment rare, They bought
VanDervoort goods.

I Find good photos, and play them &ig.
Riordan taught young journalists that lesson
here. A National Guard armory had a photo of
one uncle in a World War I Army uniform. A
Lansing commercial photographer had impres-
sive photos of crowds around the hardware store
during major promotions, such as visiting lum-
berjacks and moose.

Riordan’s book isn't commercially available.
But I talked him into offering a version to
Michigan History magazine, which often looks
for colorful pieces that cast light on the rich fab-
ric of this state, A business school could use it as
a Harvard-style “case study”

Tim Richard is retired from this company and lives in Bear
Lake. His e-mail is Trichard@bearlake-net.com.

re You Tired Of

When was the last time you were in the
Renaissance Center? A s

It’s been about 15 years for me, and I live
literally 10 minutes away from the place.

But last Wednesday I had to make a trip-
there with a friend, who happens to. con-
duct tours of the building. She took me

‘around the massive structure. I was aston-

ished at what I saw. This is not the
Renaissance Center that I remember.

I knew a cavernous fortress of cold gran-
ite and glass, cut off from
the surrounding city by
huge berms that in winter
used to steam like volca~

. noes. Inside, it was simply
confusing,

I remember standing at
one level, looking down
and across the building try-
ing to figure out how I
could get to where I want-
ed to go through the maze
of escalators and corridors,

But since General Motors
took over the building as

its world headquarters, it has a new and
much friendlier look and feel. The berms
are gone, replaced by an inviting glass atri-
um at the front door. Immediately inside is
a gigantic glass sculpture that resembles a
huge flowing green wave.

The hotel swimming pool has been
replaced by the Wintergarden, an open
court that faces the Detroit River. It's deco-
rated with giant freeze-dried palm trees
(yes, freeze-dried} that are quite a sight.
The dreadful parking lot that used to sepa-
rate the building from the river is nowa
large courtyard that steps down to the
riverfronts

There’s a fountain made of jets of water
shooting up out of the ground. We saw a
young woman talking on her cell phone as
she stood among the cool jets of water.

A riverfront path is being extended
toward Belle Isle and provides an inviting
view along the shore.

Back'inside, much of the confusion has
been eliminated with an extra “ring” walk-
way that circles the central tower, although
it can still be a challenge to get to the
Starbucks, poised between levels,

There are new stores and restaurants and
even a movie theater, What used to be the
Sumimit restaurant at the top of the main
tower has been replaced by a new restau-
rant, which doesn’t revolve as the Summit
used to. But the view from 73 stories up is
still awesome. We could clearly see the
Silverdome in Pontiac,

The Renaissance Center has been almost

Greg
Kowalski_
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The Renaissance Center has been almost
completely transformed into a user-friendly

building, which is a remarkable

achievement, although it took GM

-something fike $500 million to make the

transformation. 6M should take heart that

if it has been able to accomplish that, it -
should be able to work its way out of its
current financial mess.

completely transformed into a user-friendlZy
building, which is a remarkable achieve-
ment, although it tock GM something like
$500 million to make the transformation. '
GM should take heart that if it has been
able to accomplish that, it should be able to
work its way out of its current financial
mess. ' o

As we walked through the building, 1
remarked to my friend that I was glad that
GM had bought the building because no
matter what, when GM does a project like
that, it does it right. It does it with class."

Let’s take this tale 15 miles north into the
heart of Birmingham,

Like GM, Birmingham as a whole usually
dees things with class, so the redevelop-
ment of the Renaissance Center really does-
n’t offer a lesson to be learned. Rather, it
réinforces what the city is doing. New
buildings are brick and stone, not that
phony brick facing that peels off in a few
years. Built right, buildings can last for cen-
turies. ‘

By extension, the philosophy of do it right
the first time can apply to anything, ;
whether it be a city program or the opera-"*
tion of a major car company.

.GM seems to have forgotten that in its
core business. We should never forget it

~ with anything,

Greg Kowalski is editor of the Birmingham Eccentﬁ%.

. He can be reached at (248) 901-2570 or by e-mail at *

gkowalski@oe.homecomm.net. '
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(L to R): Paula LaNeve of Novi, Paula Tutman from WDIY, and Paula Tillotson of Livonia unveil the Red Dress Statue at
the American Heart Association's Metro Detroit Heart Ball

Red Dress statue visits Heart Ball

The Amencan Heart about 5-feet, 8- mches talland  Henry Ford Health System for
Association’s Go Red For Women  is a swirl of red fiberglass. The  their professional achieve-
movement is making the red American Heart Assaciation ments.
dress more than just a fashion hopes that by placing the Red In addition to presenting spon-
statement. This larger-than-life-  Dress in public places, women  sor General Motors, Platinum
size beauty made a grand - will take notice and take action  sponsors included Magna
entrance at the American Heart to live a longer, healthier life. International, St. John Health
Association’s Metro Detroit’s "Heart disease affects 1 of 5 and Toyota. Gold sponsors
Heart Ball on May 21. women in America and is the included Beaurmnont Hospitals,

The statue has been touring . No. 1 killer of all Americans. Digitas Inc,, GMAC and the
the area since February with . At the Heart Ball, the statue  International Brotherhood of
stops at various schools, places - was unvexled by event chair, Tearnsters. Silver sponsors

" of worship and civicevents - . Paula LaN eve from General include Chemistri, CMS Energy,
that highlight the relationship  :Motors, emcee Paula Tutman Ford Motor Company, General
of heart disease and womens =~ from WDIV and Paula, Motors Planworks, Henry Ford
health. Designed to travel, Tillotson, a teenager who vol~  Health System, Motorola,®

Odkwood Healthcare, Penske
Corporation,/United Auto, Sun
Microsystems, UAW American
Axle, and UAW - GM Center for
Human Resources. HOUR

unteered at the event. With an
estimated 650 guests attend-
ing, the ball, sponsored by
General Motors, has become
one of Detroit’s most promi-

“she” will make various appear-
ances in the metro region.

The Detroit dress is just one
of 40 red dress statues that are

lic, commercial and residential  nent social events for business ~ Detroit magazine is the media
areas across the United States.  and medical professionals in SpONSOr. ' -
Other statues will be touring the community. For more information about
New York, Minneapolis, Chairs Paula and Mark the Heart Ball or the Go Red
Indianapalis, Chicago, Atlanta, ~LaNeve led the ball by honor- For Women project, please call
Nashville, New Orleans, _ ing Gearge Ritter, M., of the American Heart

Seattle, Denver, Phoenix and
Portland. The dress stands

Providence Hospital (Ret ) and
Hani N. Sabbah, Ph.D., of

Association at 248-827-4214 or
visit local americanheart.org.
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Officials consider changes in
current weapons permit law

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Some changes are already
being eyed for the 2001 law
allowing for people to apply for
concealed weapons permits ~
and Wayne County officials say
other changes are also needed
to keep the process stream-
lined.

Michigan Gun Owners, a
southeast Michigan gun club,
recently hailed Wayne County’s
efforts in streamlining the per-
mit process, which includes
electronic fingerprinting,

“The process has been an
ongoing thing,” said Mike
Thiede, president of Michigan
Gun Owners. “The (Wayne
County) gun board has been
willing to listen to us,”

The 2001 law states that
county gun boards oversee the
concealed handgun permit
process. Wayne County has
processed an average of 4,500
applications annually, includ-
ing renewals, Last year, the
county faced a ba.ck]og of more
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than 3,000 permits, most of
which were renewals from .
2001.

Lt. Larry Crider of the Wayne
County Sheriff’s Department said
when the 2001 law passed, a’
large group of people came in at
around the same time to apply
for their weapons permit. That
same group all had to apply for
their renewals three years later,
which created a backlog of about
3,000 permits. This rmeant some
people waited as long as a year to
get their permmits.

“We allocated some extra
staff to get caught up,” Crider
seid of the backlog, Another
thing Wayne County is work-
ing on is getting electronic fin--
gerprinting, which also will
speed up the process signifi-
cantly.

“We're getting ready to go
online,” Crider said. “We have
the equipment in place to do
it”

A change Crider said he'd
like to see is a staggered expi-

.ration process, like having per-

you are cordially invited to attend an
After Hours Celebration courtesy of

- at Lakeshore Grill

o7 (on the 2nd level of Marshall Fields) ¢

f Friday, July 29, 2005 ¢+ 5-8 p.m.

- Where you will receive a free birthday bag
filled with special savings opportunities

Marshall Field'’s, JC Penney, Sears, Kohl's and over 80 Speclclty Stores ‘
Wayne and Warren Rocds in Wesfland ¢ * (734) 4210291 www.weshandcenter.com
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mits expire on people’s birth-
days, as is done with driver’s .
licenses and vehicle reglstra-
tions,

A possible change to the
2001 law is to hand aver the
handgun permit process to the’
secretary of state. Senate Bill :
375, sponsored by state Sen.
Mlchelle McManus, R-Lake
Leelanau, has been referred to
committee. :

State Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, is listed as one of the

5

not be reached for comment.
Tom Hendrickson,-executive
director of the Michigan
Association of Chiefs of Police,:
spealing on the association’s
behalf, said he opposedthe =
proposed legislation, though
he favored a streamlined per-
mit process. : :
“I'm not sure the concentra-

- bill’s eo-sponsors. She could f,

tion of the (coneealed hanidgun

permit process) in a state

tive as it is at a local level ”
Hendrickson sa.ld
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