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Pistons score with donation to Veterans Haven

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Like Chauncey Billups sinking a
crucial 3-pointer or Tayshaun Prince
blocking an opponent’s game-win-
ning shot, the Detroit Pistons have
emerged as true victors this NBA sea-
son for a local veterans group.

The Pistons and their home, The

Palace of Auburn Hills, donated

$33,300 1o Veterans Haven Inc. dur-
ing the half-time of Sunday’s game
against the San Antonio Spurs.

The money, given by The Pistons--

Palace Foundation, came from the $5
admission that fans pay to get inside
The Palace for an opportunity to
watch out-of-town games on “Palace
Vision,” said Dennis Sampier, the
foundation’s director of community
relations.

“It's a way to give back to the com-
munity;” he said.

Specifically, the money donated to
Veterans Haven came from Pistons
fans who paid money to watch the

-seventh game against the Miami Heat

and the first game against the Spurs.
“This is just fantastic,” Veterans
Haven President Vince Berna said.

Sa.m Jenkins, Veterans Haven
counselor and housing manager,
accepted the check on Sunday.

- The Pistons-Palace Foundation
chose the veterans group as part of a
program this NBA season to recog-
nize Michigan heroes, Sampier said.

“As part of that, we wanted to rec-
ognize (Veterans Haven) as being the
true heroes that they are,” he said.

Veterans Haven has an outreach
center in Wayne and a transitional
housing facility in Westland for veter-
ans who are down on their luck,

Since it was formed in 1994, the
organization has helped veterans by

v

donating more tha.n 250 vehlcles,
more than 1 million pounds of food,
three mobile homes, clothing, med-
ical equipment, household appliances
and financial assistance for housing,

~ Berna said.

Veterans Haven uses at least 94
cents for every dollar it raises to
directly help veterans.

Tts next goal is to build an $1 mil-
lion affordable housing complex to
serve western Wayne County veterans
from such communities as Westland,
Garden City, Redford, Livonia,
Plymouth, Canton and Wayne, among
others.

The $33 300 recewed from The
Pistons-Palace Foundation will be put
aside for that project, "Berna said.
Veterans Haven has received acco-

lades for helping hard-luck veterans —

some of them homeless - find jobs
and work their way toward independ-
ent living,.

The Pistons-Palace Foundation also
has helped other charities, including
the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan
and Boys Hope Girls Hope of Detroit,

.. Sampier said.
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Orgamzers estimate that more than 12,000 people marched Tuesday afternoon from the Lansing Center to the State Capitol building in
support of the passage of education bifis before state lawmakers.

Rally urges more school funding

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Karen Ensor said she’s felt the
effects of the Iack of state funding for
education, both personally and pro-
fessionally.

- Asg a media specialist at Smith
Elementary in Plymouth the past
dozen years, Ensor has seen how the
lack of state foundation grant
increases is affecting her professional
life in the Plymouth-Canton school
district.

. “I can’t buy books, I can't buy soﬂ:—
ware, I can’t give the staff the time
and support they deserve,” Ensor
said. “I now have to share the media
center with the before and after
school programs, so that makes it off-
Yimits to students who want to use
the library as a library”

As a parent, the Plymouth mother
of two has noticed a difference in the
quality of education her son and
daughter have received while being
educated in Plymouth-Canton
schools.

“There are 10 years between my
children, and my son'is not getting

- the same level of resources available

to him that my daughter did when
she went through,” she said.

Ensor decided enough was enough
and traveled Tuesday to Lansing to
join more than 10,000 parents, edu-
cators and school officials in one of
the largest rallies in recent memory
on the lawn of the state Capitol,
sponsored by the K-16 Coalition for
Michigan’s Future. The 400,000~
member group is supporting two bills
that would increase state funding for
public education.

~

“We envision a quality education
for every child in the state of -
Michigan, and failure is not an
option,” Donna Oser, director of the
Michigan Parent Teacher Student
Association, told the crowd. “We've
had enough, and we've come here to
say we won't stand for less than
enough to provide a future for our
children.”

The K-16 Coalition is pressing the -
state Legislature to pass House'Bill
4582 and Senate Bill 246, which call
for a minimum yearly funding
increase in state budgets for K~12 .
schools, commumty colleges and uni-
versities. The minimum funding
increase would be based on the rate
of inflation, or 5 percent, whichever
is less.

PLEASE SEE RALLY, AT

Attending rally was learning experience

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Dave Lawrence went to Lansing
Tuesday for the K-16 Coalition for
Michigan’s Future rally to show sup-~
port for two Senate and House bills
and for his district, the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools.
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The president of the P.D. Graham
Elementary PTA, he came away
believing that the call for action from
the estimated 12,000 participants
didn’t impress lawmakers.

“I just don’t see it opening the rep-

resentatives’ eyes,” said Lawrence, “It -

was great to see the teachers and
administrators standing together, but

1 belzeve our message fell on deaf

ears.”
Lawrence was among soimne 14«0
Wayne-Westland residents; teachers

“and employees that took part in the

rally held to show support for bills in
the House and Senate designed to
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serial robber and his female

as many as six businesses in

was at a Citgo gas station at
Michigan Avenue and Lotz on
Saturday, June 18.

p-m. He's described as a white

and a ball cap.

suspect any money and he left,

ple packs of cigarettes.

. BY DARRELL CLEM AND CAROL MARSHALL

Canton police are looking for a
accomplice who may have held up”

Canton, Westland and Northville.
The most recent of the robberies

According to police, the robber
came into the store at about 10:40

man, about 20 years old, and was
wearing blue jeans, a blue T-shirt,

Police said he pulled out a silver
handgun and tried to rob the busi-
ness. The clerk refused to give the

taking only a magazine and'a cou-
Just a few days earlier and a few

miles away, a Westland store clerk.
reported a similar hold-up on June

Cops on 'prowl
for possible
serial robber

13. A man held up a Westland
business at Michigan Avenue and
Merriman, Westland police Lt.
James Ridener said.

A man entered the store about
7:40 p.m., asked a male employee
to get two Xbox games from a shelf
and then revealed what was
described as a nickel-plated, semi-

~ automatic handgun, according to .
police reports.
" “There’s been a change in the

transaction,” the employee quoted

the robber as saying.

The bandit pointed the gun at
the employee, demanded money
from the cash register and then

" fled with the money and some
Xbox merchandise, police said, No
shots were fired.

The worker described the gun-
man as a white male, about 5-foot-
11, unshaven with a thin build. He
wore a baggy, navy blue Polo-style
shirt and a basehball cap. He also

PLEASE SEE ROBBER, A4

care,” he said.

for Life event.

mark.

Relay raises $100,000

Money raised from this year’s cancer-battling Relay for Life event in
Westland has reached the $105,000 mark, officials confirmed Tuesday.
The amount has far surpassed the goal of $92,262, said Westland City
Councilman Michael Kehrer, a Relay for Life committee member.
“It _]ust shows that Westland is the kind of place where people really

In all, 26 teams of people pa.rt1c1pated in the 24-hour Relay for Life
event on June 1112 in Thomas H. Brown Central City Park.

A little rain didn't dampen their spirits, and Kehrer said the event was
made even better by around-the-clock entertainment. :

This year marked the fourth time that Westland has 'sponsored a Relay

It was the first t1me that the amount raised has topped the $100, 000
M thlﬁk that is absolutely phenomena.l Mayor Sandra C1c1re111 sald

Monday, during a city council meeting. °
The money will go to the American Cancer Society.
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Crafts, classes available Contest crowns junior prince and princess

- The Wayne—Westland Junior Miss
Scholarship Program is looking for
Westland youngsters who would like to be

at new Michael's store

GET CRAFTY

Livonia residents are just a
short drive from the newest
Michael’s Arts & Crafts loca-
tion at 13110 Middlebeit Road.

More than a store, it includes
a new design center with a full
floral haoth. Floral designers
will be making custom
arrangements and teaching
classes there,

“I think one of the things
that sets Michael’s apart from
other craft stores is the variety
of crafts they have,” said Jean
Mancuso, a lead salesperson.

That includes everything
from beads, scrapbook items
and fabric paints to soap and
cand]e making crafts, yarn,
wedding and cake decorating
and more. .

“We have custom floral and
custom framing,” Mancuso
added. “The framers are certi-
fied” -

The store also hosts chil-
dren’s birthday parties, and will
offer a summer camp craft pro-
gram July 11-15 and July 18-22.
The hours are 9:30-11:30 a.m.
for ages 5-8, and 1:30-3:30

p-m. for ages 9-12. The cost is

$7.50 per session or $30 per
week,

In addition to children’s
activities, Michaels will have an
array of teen and adult classes,
including beading, knitting,
scrapbooking, Wilton cake dec-
orating and painting. The
classes start in July and on
average cost $15.

“'m very excited about work-
ing here, it seems like it’s going
to be alot of fun,” saxd
Mancuso.

A family event complete with
craft projects is set for 10 a.m.,
to 3 p.m. Sunday, June 26, and
a grand opening celebration
also will be held this weekend -
at the store. But doors are open
today.

Michael’s Arts & Crafts’ reg-
ular store hours are 8 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday. Call (734) 525-9409
for more information.

GET YOUR MEDS
Familymeds Inc. has finally .

made its move and plans to
hold grand opening events in a
new Redford location this
weekend.

The store recently moved
across the street and remod-
eled 9,000 square feet of space
within the former IGA at Five
Mile and Norborne. It offers
prescription and over-the-
counter medications, home
medical equipment, health aids
and more.

Familymeds Inc., a
Farmington, Conn.-based com-
pany, operates 80 locations in
13 states. Just three are located
in Michigan.

Sunmmer sales, dollar items
and even a complimentary cup
of Seattle’s Best coffee are -
available June 25 through July
2 at the new Redford location.

Grand opening festivities
begin at 1 p.m. Saturday, June
25, with prizes, refreshments
and help from the radio station
CKWW. From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m,
Sunday, June 28, visitors select
a secret envelope including
prizes like a DVD player, televi-
sion or gift certificate.

State Sen. Laura Tov visits

-for a ribbon-cutting ceremony

at 1 p.m. Monday, June 27. And
from noon to 2 p.m. Tuesday,
WOMC radio will be on hand
to play old oldies, along with
prizes and refreshments.

Familymeds is located at
25905 Five Mile in Redford.
Pharmacy hours are 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. to 7 p.m, Saturday and 10
a.m: to 4 p.m. Sunday. Call
(813) 535-8480.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes
about new and changing businesses
for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, E-mail tips on your new,
favorite Wayne County shop to scase-

Ja@aehomecomm.net or call (734)
953-2054.

royalty.

The organization is once again sponsor-
ing the Westland Junior Prince and
Princess Contest during the city’s annual
Summer Festival June 29-July 4,

The winners are selected by festival
goers who use money to vote for their
tavorite boy and girl. The children with
the most votes will be crowned the city’s

junior prince and princess.

The contest is open to youngsters ages
3-5 by Dec. 31, 2005, who are residents of
Westland. Proof of age and res1dency is

required.

Contestants must provide a framed 8-
by-10-inch or smaller photograph with the
name and telephone number on the back
as well as a decorated coffee can to serve
as a ballot box. Decorations can include
photographs, but not the child’s name and
telephone number, A square opening
should be cut in the plastic lid to receive

votes.

The winners will be a.nnounced at 1p.m.
Sunday, July 3. All participants will
receive a prize, while the top vote getters
will be crowned prince and princess and
receive a grand prize. The winners also
will make an appearance during the
Junior Miss Scholarship Program in

November,

Photographs and canister can be picked
up following the announcement of the

winner.

The contest is a fund-raiser for the
Wayne-Westland Junior Miss Scholarship

Solazar.

Program which has awarded. some

$128,000 in scholarships to 128 senior

girls since 1995,

The organization also sponsors junior
prince and prince contest in Wayne during

the city’s Wheelfest.

There’s still time to dress up
your favorite pet and enter it in
the Westland Summer
Festival's cutest pet contest,
sponsored by the Grange 389.

Haug a bandana on the
pooch, put a tutu on that kitty.
Get your best 4-by-6-inch pho-

_tograph that will grace canis-

ters that will be set out in the
Grange tent on the festival
grounds July 1-2. Any and all
types of pets can be entered in
the contest

People who stop by will be
encourage to “vote” with their
pocket change for the cutest
pet. They can even stuff the

How
can you GO?

Borrow $10,000 for

Hﬁh Third
'Equity Flexline

NEW BANKING CENTERS NOW OPEN!

First-, second- and third-

ballot boxes, since rolled coins
are welcome.

First-, second- and third- park at its festival booth p-m. July 2.
place prizes will be awarded. Saturday, July 2. For more information about
Finalists will be notified the Art by children ages 18 and both contests, call (734) 722~ -
evening of July 2, with the win-  vounger will be shown at the 4B57. ‘

Radio Shack loses DVD player,

Registration forms are available at
Wayne Lawn and Garden at 2103 S.
Wayne Road and the Bailey Recreation
Center. Completed forms and decorated
cans can be dropped off at Wayne Lawn

g

ners to appear on stage on July
3, ‘
Entries are avajlable at the

ent charities. Last year’s pro-
ceeds went to Greyhound
Rescue.

- The Grange also is sponsor-
ing the children’s art in the

-~

b

Wayne-Westland Junior Miss Lauren Perry poses with Wayne Junior Prince Zachary Mitchell and Allyson :

and Garden up until 6 p.m. June 29 and at
- the prince and princess booth on festival
grounds starting at 5 p.m. June 30.
For more information, call Patricia
Hermatz at (734) 721-5220.

Grange's cutest pet contest to benefitcharity;-

Gi-ange booth 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
* Paintings, coloring, cut and

paste work, photagraphs,

Vo

EIN A

lace orizes will be awarded.  Bailey Recreation Center. . drawings and computer art
: P ace prizes W . ¢ d d Comipleted forms and photo- will be accepted for the con- ‘.,-;v
Finali i i graphs must be dropped off test. -
FI“a“Sts w'“ he llotlﬂed the there by no later than 6 p.m. " Entries can be dropped off at-
M ' June 25, the booth 5-8 p.m. Friday, July. ;"
evening Of va 2 Proceeds will benefit differ- 1 or 8-9 a.m. Saturday, July.

TFirst-, second- and third-place; -

awards will be presented on

July 3. Contestants can pick up
their entries between 5and 7

cash in Father’s Day robbery

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

what was described as a
chrome-plated, 9mm pistol

\OJ

the festival stage on Sunday, -

ar

brought his police dog, Drago, ?_

to the store. The dog led offi-

from his left pants pocket and  cers to the parking lot of a

Alone gunman robbed a pointed it at the employee, nearby bar and then lost the
Radio Shack on Sunday near authorities said. scent. '
one of Westland’s busiest inter- The robber told the manager The suspect was described as 1
sections, police said. to put the money into a plastic  a clean-shaven white niale, 6 . ‘

The bandit fired no shots bag, and then he demanded feet tall and 190 pounds. He |
and escaped with $200 anda  that he be given a DVD player,  wore a gray T-shirt thathad :
DVD player during the inci- according to police reports. the words “Jones Seda”oniit, a -
dent, which happened about 5 The bandit made reference dark baseball cap and baggy,
p-m. at the Radio Shack on to the holdup occurring on faded blue jeans,
Ford Road west of Wayne, Father'’s Day. The robbery came six days

The gunman entered the The manager quoted the after an armed bandit robbed -

store, looked at a radio near
the front entrance and then
walked over to the counter
where the manager was stand-
ing, according to police
reports.

When the bandit was offered
help by the manager, he drew

M%njoy

robber as saying, “No disre- .
spect and sorry about Father's
Day”

Another employee was talk-
ing on a telephone in the back
of the store and didn’t see the
incident,

Police Officer Grant Allen

another business, Game Crazy,
near Michigan Avenue and
Merriman.

Early this week, police said
the two incidents appeared
unrelated.
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Tickets $10 ea. available

Visit our newest locations in Waterford, Roseville, Pontiac, Bloomfield Hills, Ann Arbor,
Ypsilanti, Grosse Pointe Woods, Grosse Pointe Farms, and two locations in Detrait.

VFifth Third Bank

' a ’ "Working Hard 'To Be The Only Bank Youw'll Ever Need®

Upon qualificaticn. Payment shown is interest aily based upon ar Annual Percentage Rate {APR) of 6.00% as of 05/16/05, and a bafloon paymient wil!
resuit. When opened, the intraductory Annuat Percentage Rate {APR} 1s as low as 3.99% for the first three months. Beginning with the fourth month,
variable APR is as low as Prime + 0% and is cusrently 5.00% as of 05/16/05. fnterest rates may vary and are indeed to the Prime Rate as published on
the tast business day of the month in the Wall Street Journal, Applicable interest rate varies dependmg on your eredit gualifications and loan to value
ratio from a variable APR of Prime + 0% (currently 6.00% APR) to Prime + 4,50% fcurrently 10:50% APR). The maximum APR will not exceed 25%,

* orthe state usury cailing, whichever is less, $65 annua! fee waived for one year, In Flarida, cocumentary stamp tax and intangible taxes apply.
The total Cost of these fees will generatly range from $28 - §275. Consult tax advisor regarding deductitility of mterest @ Fgual Holsing Lender.
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by calling 734.421.7620

~ Garden City Presbyterian Church
1841 Middlebelt Road (just S. of Ford Road)
Formore informatlon call 734-421- 7620
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Stottlemyer praised for work

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A 194.0s-style dance organ-
ized by Westland area officials
has netted $46,854 to help war
veterans. '

Dubbed “Back to the '40s,”
the June 5 charity dance at
Livonia's Burton Manor was
deemed a huge success.

The money will be split
between the national Wounded
Warriors project, which pro-
vides assistance to wounded
troops returning from Iraq and

-Afghanistan, and the local

Veteran Haven Inc., which
helps needy veterans with serv-
ices ranging from housing to
clothing to vehicles,

Event organizer Robert
Stottlemyer, a Westland City
Council member, announced
Monday that the event raised
$23,427 for each of the two
organizations.

Some 1,500 people attended
the event, which included such
'40s-style performers as the
Glenn Miller Orchestra.

“A lot of people gave (money)
just to give, because it was
going to the wounded,”
Stottlemyer said during a
council meeting,

, Burton Manor President Bill
Johnson, who helped arrange
for the facility to be donated
for the night, lauded
Stottlemyer’s efforts during
Monday's council session.

“He was unbehevable in pro-
moting this, and he did all the
legwork,” Johnison said.

Westland community volun-
teer Georgia Becker also was
commended for heading up a
silent auction that raised
money for the event.

Veterans Haven Inc.
President Vince Berna said his
group will use the money to
help wounded vets.

He credited Stottlemyer for
helping to make the 1940s
dance “a great success.”

Veterans Haven serves west-
ern Wayne County communi-
ties including Westland,
Garden City, Wayne, Livonia,
Redford, Canton and
Plymouth, among others.

g ~ PLACES AND FACES §

Blood drives

The Bova VFW Post 9885 will hold an
American Red Cross blood drive 2-8 p.m.
Monday, June 27, at the post hall, 6440 N. Hix,
Westland. To make a blood donation appoint-
ment, call the post at (734) 728-3231, the post
surgeon Terry Dana at (517) 521-5646 or blood
drive chairman Larry Tebor at (734) 377-8329
or {734) 261-2807 and leave your name, tele-
phone number and desired time of appoint-
ment. Walk-ins are welcome. All donors will
entered in a drawing for three free games of
bowling at Vision Lanes in Westland.

B American Legion Post 396 of Garden City
and the AMVETS Auxiliary Post 171 of Westland
are hosting an American Red Cross blood drive
17 p.m. Tuesday, June 28 at the AMVETS Hall
on Merriman between Cherry Hill and Palmer.

Skate alert

The seasonal grand opening of Westland’s
skate park, Concrete Jungle, is scheduled for 11
a.m. to midnight Saturday, June 25. The event
will include live bands, a best-trick contest and
prizes. Cost is $3.

Medical talk

Michele White, manager of American House,
Westland I, and Deborah Warren, a registered
nurse from The Senior Alliance, will be speaking
at Westland Convalescent Center 3-4:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 21, about Medicaid waiver topics.

The session will include information about
what the waiver program is and how people can
apply. It also will include information about
what services are covered by the program and
what options are available when nursing home
care is no Jonger needed.

Westland Convalescent Center is located at
36137 W. Warren Road, between Wayne and
Central City Parkway. All are invited to atiend
the free seminar. Please contact Judy Bianchi at
(784 728-6100 to sign up for this very special
event.

Dive into bargains

The Churchill High School Girl's Swim Team
is hosting a family garage sale now through
Saturday, June 25, at 8395 Hix in Westland.

All purchases will support the swimmers.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rally for a Cure

The New Hawthorne Valley Golf Course is
taking part in Rally for a Cure, a breast aware-
ness campaign. This year marks the second time
the club has pledged its support for the cam-
paign against breast cancer — presented by Golf

Jor Women Magazine. The organizer of the event
is the Hawthorne Par Seekers.

A field of 24 players is expected for the Rally
at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, July 5. Golfers interested
in joining the outing can call Janet Sebok at
(734) 422-9195.

Summer reading

Westland pubilic library employees have
announced the summer reading program for
children through the fifth-grade level,

Titled “Dragons, Dream & Daring Deeds,” the
program will run now through July 23. The pro-
gram is for recreational purposes and is not
intended as tutoring, Children pace themselves,
and they may read books from the library or
from home. They will report their progress at
the check-in table. Participants will read books
to earn prizes. Call (734) 326-6123. ‘

FEE iPod shuffle

Limited time offer, so stop by a branch today.

BANKZONE.

Checking offer valid 6/1/05 through 6/30/05 with a minlmum opening deposit of $500. Online payments must be paid from new checking account at
www.bankone.com by B/30/05 and be paid to two unigue payees, Multiple payments to the same payee will count as one payment toward the reward.
Payments previously madeta a payee outside of the offer window will not be considered new. Crie IPod shuffle per customer. Offer not valid in combination
with any other offer, Checking account must remain open for six months or the value of the reward will be debited from tha account at closing, Reward
may be considered interest reportable on IRS Form 1093-INT. Eligible customer will receive mail-in redernption coupon from the banker. iPod shuffle will
be shipped after 6/30/05, Allow 8- 10 weeks for delivery. Apple and iPod shuffle are trademarks of Apple Corparation. iPod shuffle s a registered trademark
of Apple Computer, Inc. Alt rights reserved. Apple Ts not an official sponsor or partner of this promotion.

© 2005 Bank One is 3 division of |PMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC,

How to receive your
FREE iPod shuffle:

Just open a new FREE One Checking account with
Direct Deposit and a $500 minimum deposit today.

Sign up for Online Bill Pay, and pay two different bills
anline by 8/30/05.

Then enjoy all the benefits of Maxirmurn Strength
Checking. and free access to over 6,600 Bank One _
and Chase ATMs.

And did we mention the iPod shuffle?

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPKER

Great catch

Scot Higgins, 10, and his grandfather John Walker show off a nice fittle bas they caught while fishing in
Central City Park's Friendship Lake, But this little fish was only for show. The lake is catch and release, so
they tossed him back in the water to grow up a little more. No fishing license is require, and fishing
equipment is available at the front desk at the Bailey Recraation Center between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. seven
days a week. For more information, call the parks and recreation department at )734)722-7620.

T

California
Summer Ripe
Peaches

“149..

Aunt Mid's
California
Baby Spinace

2/°3.00

10 oz, package

California

Summer ' Ripe
Nectarines

*1.49..

California
Mesclun

C: 99

Mellow & Aged
Asiago Cheese

"4 99

BenngerCahfo
Pmot Grigi o

Seedl
Watermelon

Stella
Fontinella
Cheese

"4.99..

& White Merlot Z

4,99

Great Blush Wines

Incredibie for thege Great
Tasting White Wings.

Land O’ Lakes
Half Gallon
Ice Cream

2/*6.00

' Byrds Choice Meats'

U.S.D.A. Choice Rib Steaks...................................$9 89 Ib.
Homemade Sweet or Hot Italian Sausage.........52.69 1b,
Our Fresh Kielbasa 82691b. -
Lean Country Ribs...... $3.191b,
- American Loin Lamb Chops $9,98 1b.
Cooked Shrimp. $6.98 1b..
Prices good through June 29th, 2005 for Byrds Only!

Silhouette

50 Mi
ﬁ?‘ Mate!!:

Visit Joe’s...For a vanety of ripe refreshmg fruits, crisp vegetables,
> domestic & imported wines & cheese. Barbeque & grilling sauces, fresh
i garden & pasta salads, fresh squeezed juice and fresh roasted coffee!

N Prices Good Through June 26th, 2005
Joe’s Prod
Ooe’'sS rodauace

33152 W. Seven Mile
Livonia, MI 48152,
www.joesproduce.com

(248) 4‘7‘7-4333! |
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wore blue jean shorts or pants.

One witness told police she
saw a man run to a vehicle
parked behind the location and
throw merchandlse into the
trunk.

A white woman was in the
car, and got out to open the
trunk for the robber, according
to police. She drove away, but
the man left on foot. -

Authorities brought a police
dog in from the Wayne Police
Department, but the suspect
ceuldn’t be found.

Part of the unusual nature of

-the suspect’s robberies is that

the robber doesn't make off
with much merchandise or
cash, according to police, who
believe he may have robbed
two gas stations, two Radio
Shack stores, and two wdeo
game stores,

cmarshall@oehamecomm.net} (734) 459-2700
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A Red, White and Blue Day

It was the fast day of school for students at Lincoln
Elementary in Westland, but before the final beil rang they
gatheredtin front of the schoo! for a Flag Day ceremony that
featured the repfacement of their tattered Stars and Stripes
with a new flag. Above, Doing the honors of retiring the old
flag were Bob Lamoureaux of Canton (from left), Yaughn
Hull of Westland and Dale Luebke of Canton, members of
Yietnam Veterans of America Chapter 528 of Plymouth. At
right, Veteran Phillip McCallum (left) of Westiand watches
with the students as their new fiag is being raised to haif
staff. ‘
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address the crisis in education-~
al funding.

. Even though his children are
no longer in school, he has
remained involved in the dis-
trict because of his grandchil-

dren.
“I'm glad I went; [ learneda

few things,” he said. “I met
some people and listened to
people from other districts and
heard about their problems.”
But, he said, it was informa-

tion he gathered along the

"march from the Lansing,

Center to the steps of the State
Capltol that he found enlight-
ening and puzzling.

He learned that nationally,
the state of Michigan ranks
48th among the 50 states in
the amount of money it spends

on education. Michigan spends

57.4 cents of every $1 on edu-
cation, well below the national .
average of 61.5 cents.

He also learned that
Michigan, with a population of
9 million las 148 iawmakers,
far more than the 135 in

California which has a popula-
tion of 33 million, and that the
state could save $50 million

our lawmakers.”
Lawrence agrees with the

the first year and $1 billion governor that the state needs
over 10 years, if it did away an educated workforce,
with the state Senate. Without it, business will leave
He found it puzzling when the state, but how do you edu-
he heard that welfare and cate kids, when districts are

Medicaid would be the losers,
if the schools get more money,
and was disappointed in what
he heard from Gov. Jenhifer

facing cuts in funding, he said..

“If we don't get the kids edu-
cated, we're not going to keep- .
the jobs in this state,” he said.

Granholm. “If you can’t read or write, how:
“For the most part, she really  are you going to run a comput--
wasn'’t focused on what the er”

problems are,” he said. “She

didn’t come up with any sug- smasan@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112

Hand Made
RimitureBuik
With Forever

in Mind!

Since (933

f
240 North Main Street « PLYMOUTH e 734-459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 * Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6

Hurry, Sale Ends 7/2/05 ¢ ¥ Available With Credir Approval
www.walkerbuzenberg.com

W HAVE A SOFA CUSTOM SIZED TO FIT YOU!

lalker/ BuZekberg

Why settle for
anything less than |
“just your style?”

JUST I,()(}K AT THE ('J]-I()I:(.'.'ES

« Nine Differenc Arm Styles

» Four Sofa Lengths '
* Three Matching Chairs
» Skirred, or Three Leg Styles
* Two Wood-Trim Bases
¢ Plush or Supportive Seating Comifort
* Pillow or Pullover Back Styles.
* Sectional or Sofabed Available -
Plus, choose from over 450 imaginative
styles and over 1,000 distinctive fabrics

ta prefectly complement your decor.

Now Sale
Priced!
.FINAN._CING
UPTO I8
- NOINTER

fine furniture

OE(8339208

gestions, just write and e~ma,11' o
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(W)

Senator fights
1o restore
imoney |n K12

‘several legzslatWe measures
‘designed to increase funding
‘for southeastern Michigan:.
'school distrmts

restore& fu;l fu '

per pupil fou

“We have a
ensure that eve
ceeds in the cldds Dma'
Basham. “For ch}ﬁgan to -
compete in a 2];St CGK tury o
economy, we need to, provide
each child with the skills to
succeed in a modern work—
force”

Basham was one of state law-
makers Wayne-Westland
Superintendent Greg Baracy
wrote, protesting a bill
approved by a Senate subcom-
mittee that while keeping the
$175 increase, cuf at-risk funds
and 20j funds given to districts.
which statutorily prohibited
from receiving the full equal
foundation allowance.

A portion of the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools
is in Basham’s Senate district.

“I'm pleased that my Senate
colleagues ultimately agreed to
the governor's per pupil
allowance recommendation,”

‘said Basham. “Keeping

Michigan an ideal state in
which to live, work, or start a
business requires a serious
commitment to cur public edu-
cation system.”

" FOR THE RECORD

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Gbserver & Eccentric
Newspapers,

Comptete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's At Home in
Passages on page B5.

DEATHS

A .
Ester Ann Brown McKinney Atkin,
83, of Dearborn, dled June 19.

) Ellzabetn Ann Bowman of Beverly
Hills, died June 9. -
: C

Natalie Cherundoto, 86, died June

18.

D
. Thomas F. Daly Jr., 93, formerly of
Bloomfieid Hills, died Jurie5.

Ronald J. *Ron™ DuCharme, 77, of

Clarkston, died June 14,
F
H. Howard Flint }, 66, died June 14.
"G

Hazel Dittrich Geiger, 87, formerly
of Beverly Hills and Rochester Hilis,
died June 2.

H

Norbert “Joe” Halliday, 77, of
Westland, died June 20.

Pamelia T. Hamilton, 51, of
Morriston, Fla., formerly of Auburn
Hills, died June 19, ,

John Neif Hays, 87, died June i2.

J

Kenneth A. Jahnke, of Clarkston,
died June 10.
K :
Wiltiam S. (Bifl} Kenyon Jr., 83, for-
merly of Birmingham, died June16.
: P

Arneld.C. “Whitey" Peterson, 83,
of Green Qak Township, died June
6. .
Deborah Pb!kowski, 52, died June
20.

-8

Arthur Frederick Schmidt, 89, of
westland, died June 16.

Ofis Andrew Smith, 83, of
Bloomfield Hills, died June 19

W

Robert John Wilson, 80, of H|Ilman

died June 15,

Laudray R. Yoerq, 76, of
Farmington Hills, died June 16.

tie Uhozrvar B Euoahtic Mews)

Named to the fifth honor roll of the
2004-2005 schoo year at Wayne
Memonal High Schoot are:

Nuz-Abulawi, Terry-Ackman,
Amanda Adams, Anthiony Adams
Jenhifer Adkins, Wendy. Adkdns, -

* Ammer Ahmad Zohaib Ahmad Jamie

_ Altman, Jéssica Amburgéy, Samantha
.~ Anderle, Melahie-Anderson, Allison
Areeda, Mark Arnold, Kimberly Artuso,

Autumn Askew, Rachel Atkins, Ashley

- Attérberry; Gideon Ault, Amanda
Bauey Anthony-Bailey, Aprit Bailey.

Kelsey Baker; Rachel Baker, Cara

'Baii Jessica Barrett, Jacob Bauder,

Jeremiah Bauder, Jamie Bauer,
Joshua Baver, Jennese Bean, Melanie
Beard, Crystai Beaver, Monica Beeson,
Nikolay Bellinov, Katherine Bellenir,
Haiiey Benton, Ashley Bickers, Ryan

<~ "Bies, Ryan Bird, Fawna Black-Cicotte,
" Christopher Blair, Jessica Blanchard,

Kimberly Blessing, Jakob Boertje.
Joseph Bonett, Shayna Bono;
Danleﬂe Barg; Jasmine Bowles,
Joshua Boyce, Adrielle Bradford,
Joshua Bradiey, Brittany Brady, Bruce
Brewer, Michelie Brewer, Cory Brooks,

. Daniel Brooks, Taylor Brooks,

Jacquline Brown, Jessica Brown,

-Joshua Brown, Rickeshia Brown,

Amber Browne, Katie Brumfieid,

- Whitney Bryan, James Bryant, Amy

Burbary, Breti Burns.

Steven Burrell, Corisa Butler, Eric
Butler, Rena Butfer, Nathanie! Byberg,
Brooke Cabe, Casey Cahill, Chelsea
Cahill, Corey Campbell, Elizabeth
Campbell, James Caprarg, Danielle
Carrillo, Steven Cates, Jennifer Cecil,
Benjamin Chalupka, Christopher
Chatterton, Wilder Christoffersen,
Lorina Clardy, Robin Clarke, Jessica
Clos, Doyle Colaianne.

Michael Cole, Sareesa Coleman, -
Justin Collop, Jedadiah Compau,
James Congdon, Jonathan Contreras,
Karen Contreras, Charles Cooney,
Timothy Cornett, Sarah Craven,
Matthew Cretens, Danief Crummey,
Ruth Cuevas, Linette Cuevas-Zuniga,
Stefanie Curcuruy, Christina Curtis,
Terry Curtis, David Czerwinski, Laura
D'Arcy, Dale Dahlberg, Heather
Daniels.

LaTosha Davenport, Brittney, Davis,
Dean Davis; Mark Davis, Michael Davis,
Oriana Davis, Richard Davis, Tirrell
Davis, Jennifer Dawson, Amber Day,
Amber Decker; Britiany Demaray,
Sarah Demske, Katie-Lyn Dennis,
Christopher Dewaelschi, Briana .
Dewyer, Kyra Dewyer, Desart

: Dinkollari, Erina Dinkotlari, Erica
Dishon; Bryan Dixon, Ke(ly Doesr, Kevin’

bombrowski.:

~Trisha Donialdson, Andrew Doss,
Jordan' Dottor Jesse Dreon, David
Draper, Amy Dunham, Amanda Dye;

.Jessica Eastin, Kevin Erdmann, Kyle

Erdmann, Kenneth Ester Jr... Kherre

Fairbanks, Wiiliam Faltow, Marian
Farmer, Jessica Fellows, Jeremy

Ferack, Amanda Fill, Garrett Fischer,
Kevin Fischer, John Fisher, Jeremy
Fiatt, Baify Floyd, Joshua Ford.

Tera Foster; Dustin Franklin, Nicole
franklin, Danny Frantjeskos, Leslie-
Freedle, Mary Freeman, Daniel Frey,. -
Stephen Frost, Lindsay Funk, J'hal
Fuqua, Danieé Fyfe, Jacob Fyfe, Shane
Fyfe, Roneisha Gale, Heather Gaivan,
Allison Gardiner, Melia Garris, Keliey
Gary, Alvin Geddis, Heathes Gendron,
Daniel Gitl, Melissa Gill, Justin
Girouard, Niiton Gieci

Angel Glaspie, Natassia Goines,
Juiie Good, Adam Gorring, Patrick
Gorring, Katrina Gory, Molly Grace,
Thomas Grandowicz, Timothy
Grandowicz, Claudia Grant, James
Grassmyer, Micheille Grassmyer, Angl
Graybilt, Mason Green, Michae! Green,
Gary Greene, Jennifer Greenshields,
Meridith Griggs, Ellen Grutta, Brandon
Guenther, Justin Guenther

Nichole Gulliver, Thomas Gunther,
Jennifer Guthrie, Kristine Haggard,
Michael Hadjuk, Jennifer Halaberda,
Tracey Hataberda, Christina Haley,
Brandon Hall, Bethany Hamlet, Holli

"Hanna, Kathryn Hansen, Cory Harden,

Elizabeth Hardy, Roberta Hardy, Kevin
Harrington, James.Harris, Keily Harris;
Ramond Harris {l, Austin Hassen,
Yousef Hegazi, Jessica Hendershott.
Alysa Henning, Heather Henning,
Elyse Henry, Ryan Herbst, Andrew
Hermatz, Brooke Hester, Christopher
Hilger, John Hill lil, Sylvia Hipke,

Kristin Hodges, Sara Hogsion, James
Holbrook, Jordan Holland, Jennifer
Holloway, Jessica Holloway, Silayne
Holt, Kristie Homer, Sherry Hubbard,
Danny Huff, Sandra Huif, Jason

" Hughes, Kelli Hughes.

Tahnae Hughes; Raymond Hunter,
Brianna {rwin, Stephanie Jablonicky,
Sarah Jackson, Dennis Jacobs,
Antonio James, Tiffany James, Jordan
Janowitz, Song Jin, Angefina Johnson,
Bryron Johnson, Christina Jones, Kyle
Jones, Megan Jones, Takitd.Janes,
Nicole Karilnski, Jason Kantner, -
Anthony Karasinski, Varmder Kaur,
Jessica Kay. :

JustinKeats, Tabatha Keisev, Aprll
Kersey, David Kiracofe, Kristen -
Kiracofe, Matthew Kleitch, Brian
Kohler, Kayia Konopski, Jennifer -
Kopacz, Aaron Kashorek, Timothy
Krous, Nicole Kwolek, Kellee Labean,
Chelsea Labrie, Shannon Lafferty,
Olivia LaFortune, Matthew Lancaster,

" Hofly'Lane, Sharen tanga, Linda

Laprise, Chﬁstopher Larson Tn‘fany
Larson. :

Andi Laska, Jeanette Lagkowsks
Katelyn Lasley, Angela Latour, Carrie
Laubernds, Robert Lauder, Samantha
Lave, Ashléy Laws, Jean Lax, Paut
Lehman, Holly Lentz, Jamie Lentz,
Joshua Lewis, Keivin Lewls, Monica
Lewis, Alex Lickiiter, Kristopher Light,
Amanda Linton, Sarah Lisenbee;
Brandy Little, Jeffrey Little, Nicole’
Little, Brett Lockhart, Megan
Londberg.

Alyssa Luckett, Jesstca Maas, Keily
MacDonald, Kanav Mahotra, Raghu
Mahotra, Maithew #aigr, Sheiia Maine,
Timothy Maiay, Shannon Manakis,
Kurt Mandeville, Travis Manning, Sarah
Mapie, Daniel Marsh, Kara Marszalek,
Jessica Martin, Monica Mason, Daniel
Masserang, Lamike Massey, Jessica
Matheson, Karissa Matson, Wiltiam
Matson, Sarah Mayberry.

+ Andrew Maynard, Sarah Maynard,
Carolyn McCafferty, Patrick McClure,
Erin McCoy, David McCrary, Brandon
McCrory, Sara McDonald, Jack
McFaddin, Jason McFails, Stephanie
McKee, Thecdore McKenzie, Leanne
McManaway, Shawn McNamara,

Ronnie Meirthew, Abraham Mendez,
#aria Mendoza, Sara Michael, Daniel
Miller, Rebecca Miller,

Christian Mills, Sean Mills,
Cassandra Miszak, Josephine Mitchell,
Jason Moland, Frank Molner,
Samantha Monforton, Gabrielle Monii
Kristina Monty, Aisha Moore, Ashley
Moore, Jillian Moore, Justin Moore,
Kristopher Moore, Steven Moore,
Tashawana Moocre, Kyle Moran,
Christina Morgan, Amber Morneau,
Claire Moo, Andrew Morton.

Alyson Mosher, Myesha Mott, Shawn
Muilen, Brandon Mutlins, Brittney
Neighbor, Kara Nelson, Kellie Mewsted,
Kenny Newsted, Aaron Nielson, Ryan
Nielson, Rebekah Niemann, Zachary
Niemann, Jessica Novack, Jillian
Novak Atexander, Cofleen O'Brien,
Serrina ("Brien-Tarazan, Chelsea
('Mara, Kayia 0'Mara, Patrick O'Neal
Jr,, Jennifer O'Rourke. , ,

Brenda Ochoa, Chelsey Odom, Alicia
Otferman, Brittany Pack, Crystal Palac,
Neal Palmer, Paula Papay, Jennifer
Park, Jessica Park, Ashley Parker,
Anisha Pasley, Andrew Pate, Brent
Patterson, Jackeé Patterson, Nichole
Payne, Erica Perdue, Jonathan Pernak,
Joshua Perusse, Malerie Petrelio,
Joshua Phiilips, Hona Piernicka,
Amber Pierson, Nichole Pierson.

Meghan Plumley, Kristina Plummer,

‘Sarah Poirier, Andrew Ponican,

Jeannette Poster, Rache! Prosser, Teny
Prough, Lee Przytula, Jessica
Ptaszynski, Bradiey Pugh, Keaonna
Purdie, Kerrie Quarles, Chelsea
Quintal, Kara Quintal, Chelsea Randles,
Matthew Ray, Johnny Reid, Lejohnna
Reid, Virginia Reid, Michael '
Remington, Nickolas Remington, Kyrie
Rettman.

Ryan Reynolds, Heather Rice,
Christopher Richardson, Ebony Riley,
Matthew Rizkallah, Emily Robertson,
Eric Robertson, Stacey Robinson,
Tiffanie Robinson, Emity Rodfer,
Andrew Rodriguez, Sara Roebuck,
Kristina Rogers, Rachel Roth-Fuiler,
Derrick Routo, Amandamarie Rouseau,
Rebecca Rowland, Scott Ruark,
Timothy Rundedl, Andrei Rus, Brandon
Russeli.

Caittyn Ryan-Partridge, Steven
Saferian, Joshua Samples, Randeep
Sanghe, Stacey Schack, Afyssa
Schmidt, Jennifer Schmidt, Melissa
Schmidt, Jacob Schofield, Justin
Schofield, Alisha Schrader, Afex Scott,
James Scott, Shelby Scott, Timothy

See, Rosemarie Sequin, Clarice Selvia,

Jasmen Shefieid-Sadle, Shuneese

Shephard, Mengdan Shi, Mengyu Shi. ;

Rachel Shier, Megan Shirshun,
Simranjit Singh, Adam Smith, Brittany
Smith, Christian Smith, lyonna Smith,
Joel Smith, Jonelle Smith, Melissa
Smith, Nalise Smith, Sarah Smith,
Zachary Smith, Jonathon Smoes,
Glennda Smyth, Danief Snowdon,
Nicholas Snycerski, Michae! Solarz.
Justina Soof, Lisa Sotell, Stacey
Sparks, Nicholas Spence, Joel
Spencer.

Laura Stawasz, Ashley Stephens,
Nathaniei Stokey, Stacy Stone, Noel
Stonewail, Melissa Strum, Sarah
Strum, Ashley Sullivan, Kathleen
Sweeny, Robert Sweeney, Barbara
Tackett, Tiffany Tamm, Naja Tatum,

- Brett Tavana, Clifford Taylor, Patricia

Terrien, Rachel Terryah, Brandon
Tesner, Heather Thomas, Kayleigh
Thorner, Angelique Thornton, Kristy
Thullen,

Lindsay Thurman, Andrew Thyrion, -

Melanie Tibai, Elizabeth Tolliver, David
Toms, Daniet Torok, Kathleen Trudeau,
Jena Trudell, Bobbi Turner, Wendy
Turner, Kristi Tyler, Nicole Tyson,
Daniel Ursem, Kyle Vacheresse, Aprit
Yaerten, Mark Valentin, Kyle Vallely,
Ashley Vandorn, Ann Veloz, Kara
Verkennis, Yen Vo, Rebecca Waliace,
Christopher Walsh.

Herman Walters, Mark Waynick,
Kiley Weber, Benjamin Weier, Lauren
Weilnau, Sarah Weimert, Joann
Welden, Amiee Wells, Jassica West,
Julie West, Jana White, Ashley Witkie,
Marissa Williams, Amy Willingham,

‘

Lauren Wifson, Melissa Wincher, Jesse :

Windsor, Samantha Woodby, Donald
Woodman, Steven Woodruff, Jamie
Woolford, Joi Woolfork. Tosha Wyatt,
Joseph Yodsnukis, Andrew Zadigian,
Brian Zitka, Jack Zimmerman and
Maritza Zuniga-Jasso.

Tha Magicsa Qualiy

%

Golinen Chasakonsid, RN, WA, CPHG

* Sonior Vie Précidont, Tty sod
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

26@4 GOVERNOR’S AWARD OF EXCELLE:NGE

FOR IMPROVING CARE IN THE MOSPITAL SETTING

Uisbra L Bnss, WD, MBA
Pragidont ol OED

‘

Four prestlgious honors. L
Two consecutive Governor S Awards
One quality hospital.

Oakwood Annapoiis Hospital

Oakwood Annapolis Hospital is extremely proud to announce that we've been named the rec;psent of ‘the 2004
Governor's Award of Excellence for émprovmg Care in the Hosp;tai Setting. This is the second year in a row we have
received this prestigious honor. In addition, we were recognized twice this year by the Keystone ICU Project for Excellence .
in ICU pataent care. And we were awarded additional honors from Johnson & Johnson for the hospital’s childbirth nurs-
ing team. Thanks to our talented physicians, nurses and staff members for their continued efforts in these and other -
areas. They make Oakwood Annapolis Hospital the place to be for excellent healthcare.

Qakwood

Désigned Around-You®
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BUICK IS OFFERING ITS EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT
TO EVERYONE THROUGH JULY 5.

ALL NEW BUICK LACROSSE® CX B 2005 BUICK RENDEZVOUS® CX FWD

The worlds first quiet-tuned sedan » World-class tuxury, power and SL}’E « Powerful V6 ~ standard « Luxury car ride. SUV capabsitt;os
» EPA est. 29 mpg hwy | = EPA est. 26 mpg hwy, FWD
tease For qualified lessees: 523} 495 MSRP™ Lease for qualified li'i:e_cs
s'l 99/month 3 S'| 89/ Tenth
24months ‘|9 944 Your Pri 24months
; $ our rrice 1608 o
2,162 Due at signing* after all applicable offers? _ AR mDue‘ at S1ENNE .
No security deposit required. At participating dealers only. includes security deposit. Tax, title, license, dealer fees extra.
Tax, title, lcense. dealer fees extra. At participating dealers only.

At participating dealers only.

2005 BUICK RAINIER® CXL ALL NEW BUICK TERRAZA"CX FWD = 2005 BUICK LESABRE CUSTOM i

a 53 V8 - - = DVD entertainment systerm — star 1dard . 'Ames jcals best- seiisng qu sste car

¢ Leather-appointed seating — standard « Seating for seven = The serenity of QuietTuning™ ‘ = EPA est. 29 mpg hwy

= Sun, Sound and Entertainment Package ' Lease foF o l'f'-‘. J lessaie i : o ey -
(sunroof, Bose” premium audic systemwith Lease for qualified lessees: -/ 522450M9RP"‘* P -

KM® Satellite Radiol six-disc in-dash CD} 5299/month
. 36months
Lease for qualified lessess: : $ o
52,903 Due at signing®

- month , . R _
S Includes security deposit, Tax, title, license, dealer feed extra.
279/24months rity deposit. Tax icense, dea a

At participating dealers only,
51, 897 Due at si gmng B
ir*c;t,des‘ security dep@sm Tax, title, license, dealer fees extra. S 528, 825 MSRE**

At participating dealars only. S 4 387 |
. _ 2 , Your Price

after all applicable offers!
At participating dealers only.

Employee o e & | )
Dl§gount | SRR g
Everyone - R

VISIT: METRODETROITBUICKDEALERS.COM

Jim Bradley Buick Fa|st—D1es:ng Buick ~ James-Martin Buick Roberts Buick ‘ Feigley Buick

AnnArbor . . Chelsea Detroit Lapeer - Milford
734~76_9~}_200 S 734 475 8663 .. 313-875-0500 810-667-2102 248-684-1414 _
Waldecker Buick Randy Hosler Buick Ray Laethem Buick john Rogin Buick . Bob Jeannotte Buick - S }efFremeck ~ Zubor Buick -
Brighton _Clarkston Detroit Livonia ' Plymouth Rosevile . Taylor
-'j-~734 -9046-8112

810-227-1761 248-625-5500 313-886-1700 734-525-0900 734-453-2500 . 586- 296 1300

Ed Rinke Buick - Jim Riehl’s Frie.hdty Buick Bob Saks Buick Terhune Sales & Service ~ Cawood Auto Company Jlm Fresard Buuck _Subu‘rban Buick

Center Line Clinton Township Farmington Hills Marine City Port Huron ‘ Royal Oak Troy
586-757-2100 586-412-9600 . 248-478-0500 ~ 810-765-8866 810-987-3030 248-547—6100 . 248-519-9748
Superior Buick Wally' Edgar Buick Victory Buick Larry Koss Buick Tamaroff Buick
Dearborn Lake Orion - : Mitan - Richmond * Southfield

313-846-1122 248-391-9900 ~734-439-3500 586-727-3115 S 248*35371300

*Payments are for a 2005 Buick LaCrosse CX with an MSRP of 523,495 and a GM employee d;sc:‘:unt price of 520944 {24 monthiy paymPnts total 54,776} a 2005 Buick Rendezvous CX with
an MSRP of $27465 and a GM employee discount price of $24193 {24 monthly payments total $4,536), a 2005 Buick Rainier CXL with the Sun, Sound and Entertainicient Package and the
V& Power Play Package and an MSRP of $36,485 and a GM employee discount price of $31994 {24 nonthiy payments total $6,696) and a 2005 Buick Terraza CX with an MSRP of $28,825 and
a GM eriployee discount price of $25,387'(36 monthly payments total $10.764). Option to purchase at iease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GMAC must approve
lease. Take delivery by 7/5/08. Mileage charge of §.20/mile over 24,000 mdes for LaCrosse, Rendezvous and Rainier and 36,000 miles for Terraza Lessee pa)fs 1' Or exgess wear.. Payments:
miay be higher in some states. Not available with other offers.. : _ . . S

MSRP. Tax, title, license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra.
TTax, title, license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra. Take delivery by 7/5/05. See dealer for detalls.
XM avaiiable cnly in the 48 contiguous United States. Service fees apply. Visit gmxmyadio.com for details. ' Lo D005 GM Corp. Al rights reserved.
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RALLY

FROM PAGE A1

“We're willing to sacrifice .
everything and anything to
make sure that message is
heard,” said Terrance MeClain,
a'member of the Wayne-
Westland Board of Education.

McClain said the $175

increase in the per-pupil foun-

dation grant allowance pro-
posed by legislators is a sleight-
of-hand,

“They're taking it from other
areas in order to bring it back
to the foundation allowance,”
McClain said. “But they're cut-
ting back some of the grants
for reading recovery and other
categoricals. It looks to the :
public like they're in favor of
public education, when they
are really moving money from
one place to the other.”’

Judy Morante, retired for
two years after a 34-year teach-
ing career at Thurston High
School in the South Redford

district, made the trek to lend _

her support.

“My whole career I saw fund~
ing problems,” Morante said.
“When I taught, the district
was able to provide field trips
and could use school buses.
Now students have to pay to go
on field trips, and materials
have been cut dramatically”

Thausands raflied in Lansing {o show
support for increased funding of
public education.

_Gov. Jennifer Granholm,
whose long-term goal is to
increase the number of college

i gradua.tes in the state, received

atousing welcome, especially

. when the Democratic governor
- criticized Republlcan lawma.k-

ers.
“We have to make the
Republican-controlled
Legislature do the right thing
for children,” Grahholm said.
“We have to ask them to chose

- between investing in our kids,

and pouring money into tax
giveaways for special interests.”
Carolyn Norris-Deyell, presi-

- 4-MONTH CD

- $500 minimum &

i
1
|

dent of the 1,200-member
Livonia teachers union, said
Proposal A is faxhng school dis-

“tricts. : )

“It’s based on an economy
that's booming, and our econo-
my in Michigan isi’t boommg,
Norris-Deyell said. “The priori-

" tyhas to be to turn this state

around, and change it from an
industrial into a technology
base. And the best way to do

that is to educate our children.

After three major summits
which attracted school districts
and legislators from across the
state, the funding issue
appeared to be dormant, until
Tuesday's rally.

“Education funding is get-
ting worse and worse, and my
prediction is coming true: the

- state Legislature and the gov-

ernor were not adequately

~funding schools,” Slavens —

now president of the
Plymouth-Canton Schools
Board of Education — said

before the rally. “I think they

(legislators) will listen, but

‘whether they have the courage

to stand up and do something
for children, I'm not so sure.”

tbruscato@oe Komecomm.net § (724) 4592700

Circle Checkmg

Retlrlng Schoolcraft VP Tomey
has seen college grow, change

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
- STAFF-WRITER

Life for a Schoolcraft College
student has changed quite a bit

That's where the priority has to  during the 31-year tenure of

‘be” .~ John Tomey, who is retiring as
In 1997, Mark Slavens of executive vice president on

Canton Township started the ~ June 30.

Michigan Citizens for Fairness For starters, Schooleraft stu-

in Public School Funding, . dents see a greater number of

other students milling around
the campus than they didin
the past. When Tomey joined

‘Schooleraft in 1974, enrollment

hovered around 10,000. Today,
enrollment is about 30,000.
Angother big change is that the
big lines students traditionally -
waited im to enroll for classe_s
and buyl books can be circum-
vented via the Internet, Now,
students may register for classes
on-line, as well as purchase
books and perform a number of
other functions, including -
checking grades and applying
for financial aid, electronically.
“We try to make things con-
venient while trying to main-
tain a personal touch,” Tomey
said. “We have found that stu-
dents need to connect with

Tomey

people on cam-
pus:’

At the heart
of all this is
customer serv-
ice. And in this
case, the “cus-~
tomer” is the
" Schooleraft

student.

“We r.ea.l]y do believe in cus-
tomer service and deliveriug
customer service in everything
we do”

Tomey, 64, lives in Novi with

his wife, Carolyn. He has two
sons, Phillip, who lives in. .
Seattle, and Michael, who lives
in Milford.

One of Schooleraft’s changes

- may happen after Tomey's retire-,

ment. That is to allow for stu-
dents to get baccalaureate (four-
year) degrees. Only two-year
degrees are offered at Schooleraft
under its current structure,

“I think that's something a lot
of community collegesneed to
look at,” Tomey said of offering
four-year programs. “We'd still
be a community college, but we
would still be allowed to offer

certain baccalaureate programs.

It's an exciting possibility.”
Offering nursing as a four-

year program is just onc option
Schooleraft would have, if the
state legislature approved the
_chan e.
“There is a drastic nursing

' shortage,” Tomey said.

When he first arrived at
Schooleraft, Tomey’s job was
director of financial aid. In

" 1974, an estimated $500,000

was distributed to students
through financial aid.
“This-year, we'll probably

" exceed $10 million,” he said.

.. Financial aid remains an
essential lifeline for students.

“Without those funds, there’s:

probably be a lot of student
who couldn’t afford to go to
college. The need for financial
aid has increaSed substaritia]ly
over the years”

Tomey’s second job'at
Schoolceraft began in 1980, when

‘he became director of admis-

sions in addition to financial aid.
In 1995, he became deamn of stu-
dent services, became vice presi-
dent for enrollment services in

2000 and executive vice presi- |

dent in 2004,

Go long. Go short Win either way,

To apen a CD, call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visit us in person at any Charter One bral‘pch
Now avaﬁiabie fs)r busmesses too!

¥¢ Charter One

Not your typical bank?

Mamber FDIC. Asnual Percentage Yield (APY) Is accurats as of this Publld&ﬂo’n 'dat'a;-'LEmlten-time offer may ba withdrawn at any time. Minimum 60 opentng depostt Is $500. Penaity for early withdsawal. Fass, it ary, may reduse. earnings on the zccount. Minimum opening balance for Circle Checking Is $50. Sge a banker for detalls.
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Current Ford Employes lessees can Re-Lease a 2005 F-150 8C 4X4 XLT - €S ZX4

. s i 4 monthit) with A month{1} with
-" a ?4 mnrﬁtunrl a %4 mu?;llhécw
i milezge i mileage Re
!:35 :: . ; Car;éat RAe- nawaf Camet Re-newsl
. . Lease. + Leasa. +
With $1,774 . With $2 478 o . €

customer ‘eash due at signing.

Includes securily. deposit and acquisition fae; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer césh due at signing is net ofafl :
rebates. Payment includes $2500 RCL cash and $500 First Time .
Buyer Matching Down payment.

customar cash due at signing.

Includes security deposit and acquisition fes; excludes tax, title and
license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all rebates.
) Payment includes $500 renewal cash, $2000 RCL cash and
l " $1000 Ford Cradit Bonus Cash.

A month{1) with
a 2|4 morggdluw

i Caroet Rg-nows! .
Lease, * '

With $2,110
) customer cash due at signing.
‘Includes security deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, fitle
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all rebates.
Payment includes $1000 RCL cash.

current Forﬂ Empluvee lessees can Re Lem a 2005 Fresstyre SEL

Foras i
fow as !

With S
customer cash due at signing. +
Includes securily deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, fitle
and license fes. Customer cash due at slgning is net of all rebates. i
Payment includes $1000 RCL cash.’ 1

s Y . A monthi1) wih

. A month{1) with
24 manth iow L

" & 24 morh low

3 mileage Red
Carpat Ag-newal
Lease.

Foras -
low as

With $2,126
customer cash due at signing. -
Includes sacurity deposit and acquisition fee; excludes tax, title
and license fee. Customer cash due at signing is net of all
rebates. Payment includes $500 renewal cash and ’ . ’ L
$5000 RCL cash. : . ’ ’ i

| FUBD DEMLERS

(1) For remal Ford Credit Bonus Cash on selected 2005 models, taka new vehicle retalt deiwery from dealer stock by 7/5!05 Restrictions apply See dealer for complete details. *Some payments hlgher some lower, Not all Lessees will | \
yment. For special lease temms, RCL Cash, take new retal delivery from dealer stock by 7/572005. RCL Cash may be taken in cash bt is used towards down payment in examples shawn, $500 lease renewal cash only avaiiable to customers temingting their Ford Civision ‘
Red Carpet Lease arxd re-iease for 24 months by 7/5/2005. Supplies are imited, not all deaJers will have al#feathed models. Residency restrictions apply. Seée dealer for complete detais, Al payment examples are for Gurent el@ble Ford Employes and eligibte family member Lessegs. Customers must

firance through Ford Credlt:
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City should Iook
at trash contract

As long as Westland has been a city, the former Painter
& Ruthenberg has been the city’s trash hauler.

Now known as Midwest Sanitation, the company’s
longsta.ndmg relationship with the city appears in doubt
in the face of mountmg compla,lnts about the quality of
its service.

Complaints about Iate trash pickup have prompted
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli to take the extraordinary step of
inviting several other companies to make presentations
on how they would handle the city’s trash.

And Midwest’s contract, which expires at the end of the
morith, will be extended indefinitely as the a committee
established by the mayor looks at the proposals. ‘

- Owner Paul Ruthenberg has blamed the problem on
equipment breakdowns because the trash must be taken
to a landfill rather than the defunct Central Wayne

County Sanitation Authority incinerator in Dearborn .

Heights.

Ruthenberg believes that his company “can do an
abgplutely excellent job” for Westland residents and that
they care more about a family-owned business than a

‘national company.

We disagree. It wouldn’t be a saying if it wasn't true.
Residents want to know that when they put their trash at
the curb, it will go away within a reasonable amount of
time. They don’t care who does it, only that it goes away.

Actions speak louder than words, and Ruthenberg

. should know that. He has already lost the Dearborn

Heights contract, has been heavily fined by Garden Clty
for late or missed pickups, and is now in the hot seat in
Waestland.

The city shouldnt have to use 1ts resources to do the
work it pays someone else to do and that’s what happened

.when city workers collected the compost that Midwest

Sanitation didn't pick up.

We believe the mayor is correct in looking at other pro-
posals for trash hauling, Midwest Sanitation has been
hayling the city's trash for almost 40 years, but longevity
doesn’t necessarily mean the company is the best one for
the job.

The committee Cicirelli orgamzed may discover there's
a better way to get the city’s trash from point A to Point B
and maybe, just maybe, breathe new life into a curbside
recycling program that residents will support.

Let schools decide

their election dates

What the public schools do not need from La.nsmg now
is a.ny more meddling in their affairs.

It’s bad enough the state Legislature treats funding as a
fischl yo-yo, stringing the districts along with their per

- pupil allotments. Now the Legislature wants all the
school districts to hold their annual elections in

November.

Sounds reasonable, but it isn’t that simple even though
it would bring everyone onte one unified date, which
would result in a savings by combining the schoo] elec-
tions with general elections.

Last year the Legislature gave the state the

optmn of holding their elections on one of four
dates throughout the year. Most districts, mcludmg
27 of 28 in Oakland County, opted for a date in
May. That was closest to the traditional June elec-
tion date.

For the most part, the schools chose not to go with the.
Névember election date because they want their issues to
stand alone and not get buried in potentially massive bal-
lots littered with loeal, state and national issues and can-
didates.

True, this amounted to some addition%l costs for the
districts and complicated the election procedure because
the Junsdxct.lon was switched to local election clerks, usu-
ally in multiple municipalities.

But some things are worth the costs. The schools
should have the right to choose the election date that best
suits their interests, which translates into doing what is
best for the community.. ’

If the state Legislature’ wants a smgle election date, it
should have proposed that to begin with. To come baick
after the fact with still another change only demonstrates
the legislators’ inability to think i issues through before
enacting legislation.

There’s no excuse for that. And if the state really wants
to help the schools, the legislators should come up with a
consistent, realistic funding system that will stop the
bleedmg wound opened By Proposal A

 Otggtver
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Game of denial

It’s a shame that Leonard Poger wishes
to regurgitate the old argument that
Jordan is Palestine in his June 12 Op-Ed.
I don't really fee! like going into history
lessons, but I would advise people with
Poger’s mindset to look at a map pre-
May of 1948. Or is he suggesting that
maps for the past 2,000 years have all
been wrong and that the world has been
involved in an elaborate centuries-cld
conspiracy?

And for those who negate Pa.lestlnlan
existence by brushing them off as generic
Arabs who can melt into other Arab
countries, think about it like this — what
do you think the reaction would be if we
told Argentina’s Spurs star Manu
Ginobili to move to Mexico when the
NBA series is over? After all, Mexicans
and Argentines both speak Spanish and
most are Roman Catholic. People in the
Arab world may speak Arabic and most
are Muslim, but they have their own
unique history, dialects, monuments, and
tradition. Similar concepts.

Pssst, I recommend that we not excite
Manu any more than we need to, and

‘that others stop playmg this game of

denial.
Sherrt Muzher
Mason, Mich.

Poger not reasonable

Leonard Poger (guest column, June
12) claims the Palestinian state should be
created east of the Jordan River in what
is now Jordan, Never mind that Israel
has signed a peace treaty with this
nation. Peace is not on his agenda.

He claims the occupied territories of
the West Bank are not really occupied,
rather disputed. Tell that to children who
have to pass by Israeli armor on their

~ way to school or to a mother who lost her

child to one of Israel’s “accidental”'
killings.

The Observer EﬁEccenmc should
reserve space for people who are
informed and reasonable. ‘Mr Poger is
ne1ther

ibrahim Kandah
Canton

Column unbalanced

As a Jew, a 30-year-Farmington Hills
resident, 2 planning commissioner, an
active community participant and a con-
cerned citizen, I was extremely disap-
pointed with the tone and inaccuracies of
Hugh Gellagher’s column of June 2. For

~ adiverse community such as ours and oni

a hot-button topic such as the Middle
East, I believe the piece was unbalanced
and unnecessarily provocative. The issue
of balance in reporting, and the role of
the media in Middle Eastern affairs, may
deserve discussion — although no more
than any reporting of any ongoing debate
in the world — but to report, without
criticism, fact checking or challenge, the

_ claims and tirades of a pro-Palestinian

lobbying group or two is, in my opinion,
irresponsible.

Among the “facts” stated in the article,

are canards that have been recited by
anti-Semites and anti-Israel commenta-
tors for years and are thoroughly dis-

LETTERS
credited, such as, media bias against
Palestinians, underreporting of
Palestinian deaths (in military defensive
actions) vs. the “exaggeration” of Israeli
deaths (by suicide murderers), news
organization erasure of negative reports
on Israel, the lack of context in reporting
and “debatable” death counts from sui-
cide bombers in Israel (the only place in
the region where a free press exists).

More a,la.rmmg, however, is your
acceptance as “more persuaswe and
interesting” the “strong case” made by Ali
Abunimeh, a Chicago apologist for
Palestinian intransigence, terrorism and
obfuscation. For you to acknowledge that
he made a “strong case” that the national
media “tend to favor the Israeli view,” or
that the “long-established Jewish pres-
ence in this country and their economic
power is the reason for the imbalance” or
that the “United States favors Israel
diplomatically” is so outrageous that it is
obvious you just recorded the speeches,
never checked the allegations or chal-
lenged the speakers. The true facts, sup-
ported by substantial evidence, can be
obtained by merely typing in the words
“Israel facts” on Google and following up
on the thousands of reliable sources list-
ed there or by simply calling the Jewish
Community Council or your former edi-
tor, Robert Skiar, at the Jewish News in
our own community.

Finally, to equate the manner in which
deaths are oceurring on both sides, to
attribute the steps numerous democrati-:
cally elected administrations in Israel
have taken to protect the country from
murderers like Yasser Arafat and his itk
with the “arrogance, resentment, and
intransigence of the Palestinians, is nei~
ther “accurate, full “ or truthful, .

The Jews in your readership and the
community as a whole deserve anapology
and a truthful Dpiece explaining your

_errors and reciting truthful and accurate
facts:
David L. Haron

farmington Hills

. Middle East at a crossroads

Thank you very much Mr. Hugh
Gallagher for writing such an analytical
article regarding such an important local
event. I covered this event for a local
paper and arn pleased that you did the
same. ' '

The Palestinian side of the story is usu- -

ally not covered in the mainstream U.S,
media and when it is there is a downplay
on its significance. Once again I would
like to thank you for taking the time and
effort to write such an article when the
American people and the world are at a
- crossroads that will make or break the
future for our children.
Bilal Daba}a
Arab Student Union president
Legislative Affairs chairman

* Student Government
Good advice

“In (Hugh Gallagher's) recent piece on
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, he refer-
enced the story of six blind men asked to
describe an elephant, and stated that “As
journalists, we work to ‘see’ the complete
elephant and understand it. We seek out

different sources, we track down differ-
ent points of view, but we also try to nail
down facts.” ‘

(He should) follow his own good
advice and present a balanced view
regarding this conflict that includes fact
checking and the Israeli perspective,
Journalistic ethics demand it.

Wlth a prayer for peace,

Karen Rosenstein' }
roy

Present Israeli view

Now that you presented the pro-
Palestinian viewpoint in (Hugh
Gallagher’s column), virtually without
challenge, it would be nice to see the
same treatment from the Israeli perspec—.
tive. Thanks. .

Ira W. Schiussed

Need fair judges
'Resnlts of recent polls show the popu-
larity of President Bush at an all-time

low. Yet, the push for his policies and
nominations are escelating, Doesn’t his

dlsapproval rating tell our representatives . -

in Washington anything? Apparently
mainstream America believes the courts
should do what they were designed to do,
i.e.: Terri Shiavo. Bush and Congress
should stay in their own yards.

This is exactly why judges appomted to
the bench for life rieed to be nonpartisan, -
fair, open-minded; middle of the.road,
people of character: Appointmients to the
bench should not be party favors or
favorites; they should be approved by a
true majority in Congress, so-as to repre-
sent the common good, The rich and
powerful have enough influence they
don’t need control of our courts as well,

Over 95 percent of the judges President
Bush nominated were approved, demon- .
strating how untrue accusations by the
ultra-conservatives are, that the liberals

aren’t playing fair, because they will not .7

approve 5 percent of the judges originally -

nominated. Even if Bush really did have s’ B _

mandate, does this mean he should get
100 percent of all his appointments and

policies? This sounds more like dictator-

ship than democracy

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

‘We welcome your letters to the editor. Please

include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your fetters be. 400
words or [ess. We may edit for clarity, space

and content.

Mail

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft

~ Livonia, Mt 48150

Fax .
(734) 591-1271%

- Emalt

smason@os.homecomm,.net
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- “0f course I'm going to ﬁqht to keep my contract Even though we have had some dlfﬁcultles over the Iast few months, l

" believe the citizens do care about a family business (as opposed to a national company).”
- Midwest Sanitation President Paul Ruthénberg, about efforts to hang on to Westiand's trash hauling contract

..uu%

Carolyn Maxwell -
Piymouth -

W
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May 5 might be symbolic start
of crisis, but certainly not end

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, June 23, 2005 _ W) Ag

‘ Raising fees on imported Canadian
trash would affect all taxpayers

istorians take note: May 5, 2005, is going to
turn out to have been a red letter date in
Michigan’s history.

And I'm n¢t thinking about Cinco de Mayo, the
Mexican national holiday which commemorates
the Mexican army’s stunning defeat of the impe-
rialist forces of France and the Austrian Emperor
Maximilian at Puebla in 1862, a major milestone
on the way to Mexican independence.

No, ours is a much more gloomy May 5. We are
talking about the date when Standard & Poor’s
downgraded the bond ratings of both General
Motors and Ford Motor Co. to what the headlin-
ers call Junk” Put in the fancy language the bond
rating agencies use, that means
“investors should not invest in
bonds of either of these compa-
nies for the long term.”

When historians look back on
" pur times, 1 suspect they'll seize
on May 5 as the symbolic date
at which it became painfully
clear to all that Michigan was in
4 a major economic crisis of a

phii newkind,

The symptoms have been
clear for years, Manufacturing -
employment, the traditional
core of our economy, is hemeor-
rhaging. Our largest employers — GM, Ford,
Chrysler and much of the automotive supply
chain — are losing market share and their invest-
ment grade credit rating.

Soon, some may be facing bankruptcy ‘We're
tops in the nation for unemployment — and dead
1ast when it comes to forming new companies.
The state budget is structured to produce a
chronic billion-doliar plus deficit every vear,
while the political system seems paralyzed and
the politicians unable to do anything about it.

We're in serious trouble. We've had tough times
in the past, yes. But today’s crisis is quite unlike
what we've faced before. It is the result of com-
plex and widespread changes in the worldwide
economy -~ think of outsourcing and offshoring
jobs to China and India as just the start.

The ceuses are far deeper than the usual cycli-
cal changes in the economy; as a result, this crisis
will not be resolved merely by an upturn in the .
domestic business cycle and a few more domestic
auto sales someday.

These facts are finally beginning to penetrate
even the thick walls of denial put up by Lansing's
political class. Take Gov. Jennifer Granholm,
without a doubt the most gifted political commu-
nicator Michigan has seen in many years.

My sense is that her re-election strategy (she’s
up next vear) has been to run as Ms, Congeniality.
This means she intended to trv to slide through
the recurrent budget problems, cut deals with the
GOP-controlled Legislature where possible and
generally argue that while things may be tough

tFeapsvdveeasve B v enmes o
bbecagheayr Froef
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Jjust now, she’s doing the best she can.

But the crisis has caught up with her ¢areful,
cautious planning. As anybody who heard the
governor’s speech at the Mackinac Island policy
gathering (I wasn't there, but I read the text and
have talked to plenty.of people who were in the
room), she didn’t fudge this time around.

The governor made it clear that the biggest
issue in Michigan is responding to the crisis,
right now, and she talked about how vital it was
to invest in Michigan’s economic future via the
$2 billion bond proposal she wants to put ona
statewide ballot later this year.

So what are the Republicans in the Legislature
doing? Slow walking, that’s what, doing just bare-
ly enough to avoid being labeled as obstruction-
ists, but making sure nothing significant gets
done before 2006,

That'’s to set up Richard De Vos, Amway heir
and near-certain Républican nominee for gover-

nor, to proclaim that Granholm has done nothing .

1o resolve Michigan’s economic crisis, that he's an
experienced businessman, that he has a plan ...
you get the picture,

Even if that were true, Michigan can’t wait.
Personaily, I think the governor should be telling
the Republicans to follow, lead or get the hell out
of the way. I think she should be talking about $5
billion for her bond program, not a measly $2 bil-
lion.

And I think she needs to be much, much more
hard-edged, bold and comprehensive in propos-
ing a strategy to tackle Michigan's crisis than she
has been. We're in major trouble, and we can't
aftord to fool around.

Incidentally, I think that positioning a “bond”
as the remedy for our crisis is making a basic lin-
guistic mistake. Nobody associates the word
“bond” with “crisis.” The solution to this crisisis a
sertous restructuring plan, and the word emer-
gency probably needs to be used. Often.

Mark my words. From now until the next -
statewide election in November 2006, Michigan
politics and policy are bound to center around
our present economic crisis. Like it or not, both
parties will be obliged to address it — and they
better do so realistically.

My friend, Mark Murray, now pre51dent of
Grand Valley State University, offers another
interesting historic parallel. He notes that May 5,
1959, was the date when Michigan suffered
another symbolic financial and political erisis:
payless paydays for state government employees,
thanks to another financial crisis during which
the politicians couldn’t agree.

History always repeats itself, but seldom quite
as neatly as this.

Phil Power is chairman of HCN, Inc. and a iongtime abserver
of politics, economics and education issues in Michigan. He
would be pleased to hear from readers at
ppower@homecomm.net.
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or several years there has been a lot of
political demagoging on the issue of
imported Canadian trash. It seems we are
in for yet another round.

No one likes the idea of Canadian trash -
ending up in Michigan’s landfills. The prob-
lem becomes what can we do or what are we
going to do to stop it? ,

The honest truth is there is not much we
can do at the state level, Last session we
passed several bills that attempted to cut
down on the influx by adding things like pop
cans and tires to a list of materials not
allowed in Michigan landfills. Not enough

_ time has passed since those
" laws were enacted to see if
they have had an impact.

The Flint Journal quoted
Gov. Granholm as saying
“the state has done all it can
to stop the influx of
Canadian trash and now
needs new leadership in
Washington to solve the
problem.” (9/10/2004)

But yet the political
grandstanding on this issue
has begun again. Democrats
recently announced a

3,400-percent tax increase on trash from
$0.21 to $7.50 per ton. This will cost .
Michigan taxpayers approximately $200 mil-
iion a year.

Michigan taxpayers ~ not Canadian.

If enacted, the Democratic plan to raise
taxes on Canadian trash will actually raise
taxes on all of us and do nothing to curb the’

John
, Pator

“influx of imported trash.

‘pletely support it.

-means the tax that is supposed to decrease

1 would like nothing more than to raise 3~

. taxes on imported trash if that would solve :

the problem. If this tax increase would only :
be paid on the trash entering Michigan frorj -
cither Canada or other states, I would com-1 §:
: i
But it is against the United States 1
Constitution for the state of Michigan to only
tax products, inctuding trash, imported frora iy
another country or for that matter another
state. .
Only our senators and representatives in -
Washington, D.C,, can actually stopthe ~ {
importing of Canadm.n trash, We need thelr' =
help to solve this problem. . *
Plus, all of the Canadian trash haulers are;
engaged ini long-term contracts that will not' -~
be impacted by the rate increase, So that

[,

imported trash will actually do nothingto |

stop Canadian trash and wﬂl actually raise | \ '

your taxes instead. i
.'We must beware that our actIOnS asa sta.te g

might prove to cause us more trouble than .

-we anticipate. Michigan does not only i 1mpom: i

Canadian trash - we export it as well, R
As we work on this problem we must rea.l— ,
ize that 95 percent of Michigan’s hazardous -

waste is exported, with the majority of it

going to Ontario. 'f
If we keep bashing the Canadians, what is:

to stop their government from banning our i

hazardous waste? If they ban our waste what: 58

Michigan community will step up firstto "}

accept it? 3 n

State Rep. John Pastor (R-Livonia) represerits the 19th! &
District. :
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Keep insurance hargaining

I am writing to inform you of my opposi-
tion to 8B 55 and 56. It’s difficult for me to
understand the motivation behind the elimi-.
nation of coilective bargaining for health
insurance. ]

This is a basic right of all workers from all
occupations. The rationale that it would be
helpful in balancing the state budget is not
Iogical — expecially if one considers past expe-
rience in government taking over such issues
as health insurance coverage — i.e. Medicaid.

The problem is in the structure of the tax
gystem in the state, along with the cost of
health coverage across the country.

It scares me to think that such an important
item could become the target of political games
now and in the future. MESSA and Blue Cross
offer two very good, financially stable choices in

Free Legal Seminar on |
Estate Planning, Probate, |.;

Join us at a FREE estate planning seminar con-; -{
ducted by a leading estate planning attorney, and {ro -
learn how a complete estate plan with a living trast s

UPDATE your health care power of attorney - documents s1gne|:l before

our state for health care coverage. o

Please do not make it another footba]l for ;_

political game playmg ‘ L
I.ois Sa

Farmington Htlfs'

Speed's dangerous too - e

Click it or Ticket? I say stick-it. ¢

We don’t need government to tell us about d
seat belts. All those people drivinghave  * &
passed their drivers test and supposedly are’
respon51ble enough to make intelligent decis-
sions. So if the driver and passengers of autd+  #
mobiles decide not to wear a seat belt it is utz‘ R
to them. That is freedom of choice, some- 77
thing that is lacking in today’s government.

Danisa Saltareﬂi a;
Livonia:

- T
el

Taxes and Medicaid! .

can b’eneﬁt you and your family: S

Make"[he R1 ht Chmce In -Alzhelm'er Care

For Your Loved One...

Please call (
our new co
42500 Cherry H

(Located on the
email: waltor

to answer any questions about setting up an Estate Plan ($300 value).

Strategic Legal Services, P.C.
Counselors & Attorneys-at-law
Robert R. Florka and Lawrence A. Peters are noted speakers on living trusts and estate planning. Both

. are licensed attorneys and meinbers of the American Academy of Estate Planning Attormeys, Their |
seminars on living trusts are said to be “entertaining and easy-to-understand. :

Seatmg s L m te“'i_, " So Call Now!
' -800-466-2 3, ext 2015 or

www aw—at—st'rateglc.com

N

i,
oroanzpo: i

2005 are obsolete under new [aws! 1.
* AVOID probate delays and expenses! _ 1
¢ PROTECT your asscts {rom nursing home costs! - _ N
» SAVE estate taxes - give vour money to your family! "’
o ELIMINATE capital gain taxes! N E
‘s CHOOSE the right options for your IRA and 401(k)! ,
» LEARN how simple solutions like joint ownership create more problems . i
than they solve! “ ks
Know that vour assets are protected through your lifetime — and when the time -
comes, they will be transferred to your loved ongs with no probate or delay. HS
1-800-466-2473 ext. 2015 | g
Attend one of these seminars and receive a FREE, one hour, private consultatlon {
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Visit us today and
discover the miracle
of Tempur-Pedic!

PHESSURE RELIEVING
MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS

Sweet Dreams, Sweet Prices!
mattressandfutonshoppe.com

! FREE DELIVERY*  FREE SET-UP * FREE FINANCING |
FREE REMOVAL OF OLD BEDDING

*Free delivery excludes futons and bunk beds and applies to orders of $499 and up. Futon matiresses & covers sold separately.

ANN ARBOR 2131 W. Stadium (South of W. Liberty) 734.222.9472

www.hometownque.com

EURO PILLOW TOP

S5PELIAL PURCHASE SALE

“COMPARED AT”
FURNITURE STORES

WITH E FREE PILLOWSf

EROSA FUTON
Log Cabin Look

Up North Specialt

BIRMINGHAM 32767 Woodward (1 block South of 14 Mile) 248.549.1951
CANTON 42489 Ford Rd. (At Lilley in Canfon Corners) 734.844.0400
LIVONIA 31629 Plymouth Road {1 block West of Merriman) 734.425.1500
NOVI TOWN CENTER (near Mervyn's South of 1-96) 248.348.5494

YPSI /ANN ARBOR 4563 Washtenaw (1/4 Mile E. of US-23) 734.975.9200

OE0BA3B414
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