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" As residents complain about trash not being
collected on time, officials in Garden City and
" Westland are trying figure out how to solve the

““Midwest Sanitation currently provides trash
§ hauling services to cach city. The contract with
--Westland expires at the end of the month while

so,” she said.

Likewise in Garden City, Department of
Public Services Director Jack Barnes said his
office also received a lot of citizen complaints.

“There are misses {on collections), We got a

Monday that her office has been flooded with
complaints about delayed trash pickup.
“The service has been bad the last month or

Your hometown newspaper
. serving Westland for
41 years

over problems in April.

Some residents have said the problem goes

back much furthet,

Under their contract, Garden City can fine
Midwest for missed collections and did that

“We've been having the problem sporadically; -
off and on, for a couple of years,” said Westland
resident Jon Reno, who lives on Parkwood.

WWW. hometownhfe com
8Y LEANNE ROGERS the agreement with Garden City runs until Sept.  lot of calls. We were told there were equipment “It’s not _]ust me. It's not just Parkwood,” Reno
: AND DARRELL CLEM 30. : problems,” said Barnes. “We're looking at our said. “It’s the whole section of the city down
STAFF WRITERS . Westland Mayor Sandra Cicirelli confirmed options, We expect to be fining them again.” here. The'service is terrible”

Making similar complaints, Garden City resi-
dent Sarah Waltman told the council that she

and her husband had waited until iater in the

day priorto her scheduled trash collection to

__put out a large chair. Although they waited a

day to accommodate the Memorial Day holiday

PLEASE SEE TRASH, A5

| Graduation Day

Retiring teacher Richard Gordon iocks on as John Glenn High School graduates move to the podium to accept their dipiomas at commencement
ceremonies held on the campus of Eastern Michigan University Saturday. For more on the ceremony, see Pages A2-3.

BRIAN LOOPER

Officials wave red flag over Senate bills

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

i Fifteen school buses. Fifteen Reading

Recovery teachers, Fifteen class size
reduction teachers. Art, music and media
classes at all of the elementaries schools.

Each one represents about $1 million,
roughly what the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools would lose if a state
Senate subcommittee’s proposed K-12
funding plan becomes a reality.

“This is a travesty,” said Superintendent
Greg Baracy of Senate Bill 279. “They’re

l finding a way to increase
e our foundation
allowance, but also find-
ing a way to decrease it.”

In an brief sent June 2,
the Middle Cities
Education Association
alerted its members to
SB279, the Senate
Appropriations
Subcommittee on X-12 School Aid’s pro-
posed funding plan for fiscal 2006,

School officials have fired out a letter to
three state senators - Laura Toy, R-

Greg Baracy

Livonia, Raymond Basham, D-Taylor, -
and Bruce Patterson, R-Canton - whose
districts include Wayne-Westland, urging
them to oppose that bill and a second
one, SB266, which would shift $18 mil-
lion from the School Aid Fund to com-
munity colleges.

“It really shows they're continuing their
shell game. They're finding a way to elim-
inate revenue out of the budget, but in
front of the media, they're still saying

. they support the foundation allowance,”

PLEASE SEE SENATE, A6
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- An Ypsi_ia.ﬁti woman will face trial in
Wayne County Circuit Court for charges

and sex toys.

i Ford Road, east of Hix.
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(866) 887-2737

3 of embezzling $19,300 while she worked
: for a Westland company that sells lingerie

Fikisha Anjel Tayler could face penal-
ties ranging up to five years in prison, if
i she’s convicted of taking money from
Lover’s Lane corporate headquarters on

~ © The Observer -

& Eccentric
Newspapers

Volume 41
Number 4

Taylor was ordered to stand trial after
she waived her right to a preliminary
hearing last Thursday in Westland 18th
District Court ~ a decision that averted
pretrial testimony,

She remains free on a $10,000 personal
bond as she awaits trial.

Taylor is accused of embezzling $19,300

from Feb. 5 through April 22 while she

worked as a human resources assmtant for

Lovers Lane. :
. She is accused of giving herself thou-

sands of dollars in bonuses and having

Ypsi woman faces trial for embezzlement

them deposited directly into her bank
account.

Police started an investigation into
missing money after another Lover's Lane
employee noticed problems with financial
statements, Sgt. David Heater has said.

Taylor, married with a 7-year-old
daughter, was charged after authorities in
April executed a search warrant at her

"home and seized bank statements.

She has no criminal history.

dclem@oe homecamm.net | (734) 9532110

New city budget
protects services
and avoids layoffs

8Y DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland city leaders have
adopted a $56.9 million
spending plan that protects
city services, avoids employee
layoffs and boosts the budget
surplus.

-In a 6-1 vote, the Westla.nd
City Council approved a new
budget proposed by Mayor

Sandra Cicirelli - the last of -

her first four-year term in
office,

Cicirelli called her spend-
ing plan conservative and
projected a surplus that will
top the $2 million mark dur-
ing the budget year that
starts July 1.

“We're not out there
splurging by any means,” she
said.

With Councilman Richard
LeBlanc casting the lone dis-
senting vote, the council
adopted Cicirelli’s proposal
following budget talks that
started in April.

LeBlanc argued that the
general budget has siphoned
too much money from other
sources, such as the water-
sewer fund, He also opposed
Cicirelli’s decision to expand
her administration by reviv-
ing the position of economic
development director, which
she eliminated early in her
mayoral term. .

LeBlanc suggested hiring a
contractor rather than resur-
recting an administrative
post to spearhead economic
development efforts.

Cicirelli’s plan is expected
to boost the budget surplus

“to $2.1 million - tenfold the
- mere $200,000 that she

inherited early in her term.
Cicirelli attributed the
increase mostly to prudent
spending, although the city
also will receive $625,000 by
selling land near a fire station
on the southeast side.

Councilman James
Godbout embraced the new
budget, saying the city has
weathered state revenue cuts
without cutting services to
residents.

Cicirelli's new spendmg
plan will cut the city’s
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garbage-disposal taxby a
quarter-mill, due to savings
gained by using a landfill
rather than a now-demol-
ished incincrator.

That will return $18.75 a
year to a typical homeowner
with'a $150,000 house,
Finance Director Steve Smith
said.

Despite the tax cut,
Cicirelli pledged that her
administration still wil
explore options for a curbside
recycling program, even
though earlier programs
became dismal failures.

Moreover, the budget will
lead to a water-sewer rate
increase of only 4 cents,
pushing rates to $5.29 per
1,000.gallons. The increase
will simply offset higher costs
that the city of Detroit passed
to Westland.

A typical household will
see their water-sewer costs
increase only a few dollars a
year, Smith said.

Cicirelli’s budget also con-
tains money to revive a secre-
tarial position that was elimi-
nated several years ago in the
city clerk’s office.

Clerk Eileen DeHart has
trimmed spending in her
office to help pay for the posi-
tion. .

Councilwoman Cheryl -
Graunstadt voiced concerns
about long-term costs for the
position, although she ulti-
mately voted in favor of the
new budget along with
Godbout and council col-
leagues Michael Kehrer,
Charles Pickering, Robert
Stottlemyer and William

- Wild.

The new budget will allow -
Cicirelli’s administration to
move ahead with several big~
ticket purchases, including.
10 more retro-looking, black
and white police cars.

On Monday, the mayor
vowed that her administra-
tion will continue seeking
ways to improve the city's
finances and boost the budg-
et surplus. :

“We will work hard to
increase it,” she said.

dclem®@oe.homecomm.net | (T34) 953-2110
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Photographs and information about
the Wayne Memorial High School Class
of 2005 graduation will appear in the
Sunday, June 12, issue of the Observer,

The Eastern Michigan
University Convocation Center
provided the backdrop
Saturday as family and friends
gathered to watch the member
of John Glenn High School’s
Class of 2005 graduate.

The students heard from
School Superintendent Greg
Baracy and from 2005
Distingnished Alumnus
Marine Capt. Grayson T. Story
during the ceremony.

A 1992 summa cum laude
Glenn graduate, he attended
U.S. Naval Académy at
Annapolis, Md., where was
selected to work with NATO as
a Foreign Language Scholar
‘and received two varsity light-
weight football letters.

He graduated from the
Naval Academy in 1996 with a
bachelor of science in interna-
tional relations and national
security policy.

He has served in a variety of
positions at the Naval
Academy, Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
Fort Knox, Ky., and Camp
Pendleton, Calif,, and has been

stationed in Okinawa, South

Korea, Haiti, Greece, Spain,
Kuwait and Iraq.

He had received numerous
service decorations, including
four Sea Service Deployment
Ribbons, Korean Defense
Service Medal, War on
Terrorism Service Medal, Iraqi
Campaign Medal, War on
Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, two Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medals
and two Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medals
with combat distinguishing
device for valor.

Graduating during com-
mencement ceremonies were:

Latasha Shantel Afbert,
Qurat ul-Ain Ali, Elyse Aurora

- Allard, Kevin Lawrence

Allore, Eric William Arakelian,
Borislav Dimitrov Atanasov,
Joseph Robert Bacer Jr.,
Jesse David Backman,
Stefanie Jean Bader, Melissa
Marie Ballard, Christopher
Joseph Banaszak, William
Edward Barrett, Joseph
Donald Barrow, Shannon
Margaret Barton, Joshua
David Bartrum.

Amber Nicole Batayeh,
Nathan Samuel Beard,
Melissa Ann Begarowicz,
Navjot Kaur Benipal,
Stephanie Nicole Beveridge,
Jessica Kerr Biglow, Sean
Christopher Bilodeau,
Timothy Charles Bingham,
Braridon Anthony Bise,
Catherine Susan Blanck,
Alexis Nicole Bland, Colleen

Glenn’s Class of 2005 receives diplomas

Chantal Moore {left), the Class of 2005 president, and treasurer Kellie
Coughanour appiaud during remarks by Superintendent Gregory Baracy,
during John Gienn High School's graduation ceremony Saturday.

Michelie Bloom, Sara Melissa
Boczar, Jennifer Lynn Boris,
Carson Efizabeth Boron.
Shawn David Borton, Toni
Bourcier, Nicole Marie Bower,
Jaret Edward Bozigian, Brian
James Bradley Jr,, Melissa
Ann Braunstein, Adrian
Eugene Brazier, Jason Ryan
Brende!, Emily Grace
Brennan, Edward John Brown
Il, , Brandon Michael Budnick,
David Lee Burgess, Derrick
Antoine Bush Jr., Melinda
Sue Cahiil, Cristina Laura

- Calbajos, Reanne Pascua

Calma.

Amanda Leigh Campbelf,
Samantha Rae Cannon,
Dominique Rene Cantu, Sean
Jeffery Caram, Keyauna
Mon'e Card, Ryan Timothy
Carlington, Oriando Leon

. Carswell, John Edward

Caston, Angeia Marje
Cetrone, Jasmeka K.
Chambers, Jeffrey Scott
Chambers Jr., Ashiey Megan
Cherry, Situnyiwe Tembe
Chirunga, Daniel Owen

Chisholm, Alexander Leon

Christian.

Thomas Witliam Cichowski,
Gary Ronaid Cingel 11, ,
Monica Railene Clenney,
Shaun Edward Clinton,
Jacquelyn Victoria Coats,

Miga Agim Coka, Ryan Alfred -
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Collings, Nicote Ann Colon,
Anthony John Colosimo,
Amanda Kaye Coiwell,
Brittany Anne Cotwell,
Theodore Edward Conley,
Matthew Joseph Cooper,
Royce Darnell Cooper, Kelilie
Kay Coughanour, Jarett
David Couiter.

Daniel Mark Cover Il,,

- Amanda Marie Cox, Jeffery

Alan Cox, Maurice Comet
Cox, Jamie Lynn Craig,
Stevie Cruz Crase, Brittany
Tashay Crawford, Kyle
Matthew Dahn, Brandon
Anthony Davis, Megan
Denise Davis, Michelie Rene
Davls, Stephanle Marquisha
Davis, Andrew Carl Dean,
Megan Margaret Dean, Julia
Susan DeGroot, Michelle
Diane DeGuzman.

Jaycob Ryan Delpiano,
Vincent Deno Deluca,

. Stephen Micheal DeRosia,

Robert W. Destrampe Jr,,
Brisida Vasillag Dhembi,
Samantha Julia-Lou Dillard,
Ashley Nicole Dobhos,

" Amanda Kathleen Doherty,

Raymond Thomas Domzalski
Jr., Jennifer Kristine Dotson,
Ryan Joseph Doupé, Kayla
Marie Downing, Ryan Edward
Downs, Sadie Amanda Dube,

Barry Blake Eberhardt Jr.,,
Amber Nicole Edens, Laura
Marie Eiben, Vernon Lee
Emmons. Jr., Tangisha
Shanta Ervin, Michelle
Elizabeth Erwin, David
Anthony Espinoza, Tina
Janay Evans, Nicole
Efizabeth Ezekie!, Jonathon
William Fenton, Joseph Alien
Ferguson, Nicholas Earl
Ferrara, Joshua James Fetty,
Aaron Raymond Figurski,
James Robert Fisher.

Kyle Fisher, Chelsie Lynn

Fitt, Alicia Anne Fitzpatrick, -

Scott Lee Fietcher, Tearra
Brooke Forbes, Shawn
Michael Fournier, Ashiey

PUBLES « SUAHES « SOLRCESS

Alison Freeman, Roy Patrick
fretenborough, Scott Willlam
Gabbert Jr., Stephanie Jean
Gagnon, Jennifer Lynne
Galindo, Michael George
Galunas, Alicla Lynn Gardner,
Rachael Marie German,
Christopher Lee Gibson.

Danielte Eva Gibson,
Joshua Foster Gierada,
Jennifer Marie Gienn, Starla
Nadine Glenn, Bryn Marie
Glotfeity, Dayna Shanale
Goldston, Ava Joanne '
Gomez, Jessica Leigh
Grabowski, Whitney Rae
Graham, Bradley Alexander
Gray, Lesley Maria Grayson,
Brett Joseph Green, Bruce
Aaron Green, David Meivin
Grissom, Jessica Lin Gunn,
Andrew Michae! Haarer.

Robert Joseph Haarer,
Kimberly Mary Hagelthorn,
Michete Lee Hahling, Kristina
Kay Hall, Robin Jamie Hall,
Krystai Marie Hanley,
Cordarro Katief Harper, Tara
Mae Harrington, Jack S.
Harris Jr., Angela Susan
Hastings, Robert Charles
Havro, Diane Leah Hawkins,
Jessica Ann Hays, Ashleigh
Lynne Hayter, Lance Matthew
Hengesbaugh, Thomas"
James Henley.

Erica Nichole Hensley,
Benjamin Dowe Hinken,
Alisha Monae Hitchcock, Eric
Patrick Hitt, Steven Charles
Hoiden, Tiffany Ann’ '
Holloway, Sarah Marie Holt,
Michael Anthony Holten,
Joshua Mark Horyn, Rhonda
Lynn Houk, Ashley Nichole
Hubert, Kiarra Re'Shawn
Huddleston, Ryan Matthew
Hudy, Tarra Breanne Mae
Hunt, DaVita Kristina Hurst.

Dominek Devon Jackson,
Sheryl Alyse Jacobs, Evis
Jakova, Steven Edward
Jaynes, Corderro Robinson
Jenkins, Megan Elizabeth
Johnson, Rosetta Peari
Johnson 1,

Carley K. Jones, Chauncy
DeLane Jones, Jamai LeMar
Jones, Korrie Ann Jones,
LaToya Lee Jones, Lyndon
Daryle-James Jones Il,

" Elizabeth Ann Jordan,
Jeremy Lee Jozefczak,
Shelby Elizabeth Kaplan,
Kenneth Francis Kardel Jr.,

Kassandra Lin Kierpaul, Erica

Anne Kimber, Samantha Mari
Kimber, Jonathan David
Kimble, Adam Joseph
Kinczkowski, Ciifford Ray
Kitchen Jr.,.

Keith Anthony Knurick,
Heather Marie Kobylarek,
Shawn Kohsmann, Nadiola
Korcari, Xhensii Alfredo
Korcari, Joshua David
Krupin, Shannon Marie
Krushlin, Tiffany Maurine
LaCroix, Cory Andrew
LaGuire, Sean Clinton
LaGuire, Emily Shannon
Laird, Stephanie Marie Lane,
Brandon Scott Lang, Jessica
Raeleen Langley, Brittnee
Marie Lawfield.

Eric Walter Leach, Andre
Tyrone Ledbetter, Kefly
Melissa Ledbetter, Jamall
Gary Lee, Nicholas Robert
Leija, Sarah Marie Lemond,
Jiilian Michelie Lentine,
StepHlanie Lynn Leonard,
Aaron Robert Leveske, Adam
Charles Lewis, Kristen Nicole
Lewis, Amanda Jane Lilla,
Nathan Edward Lum, Aubrey
Racheal Lynn, Grant Ryan
MacDonald, Kaleigh Ann
Madden. 7

Emily Christine Magee,

o WRLL HANGHGS » DECIR ITEME » SESTIND SETS » SLARKETS

Summer clearance
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The 2005 Distinguished Alumnus, Marine Capt. Grayson Story, speaks to the ..

graduating class as Superintendent Gregory Baracy (far left) and Principal

Joan Sedik look on.

Jarren Anthony Manning,
Charies Thomas Marleau ll,
Justin Louis Marroquin,
Joshua Edward Marshbanks,
Lydeit Eric Mason 1V, Kyle -
Garrison Maxweli, Rachel
Lynne Mayes, Jonathan
Daniei McCahill, Tanisha
Lasha McCassel, Barbara
Ann McCiung, Joshua Russeli
McCollum, Karie Renge
McCollum, Katie Marie
McColium,

Stacy Lynn McConnell,
Jeremy David McEvoy,
James Martin McGinnis,
Stephanie Ann McGuire,
Robert Nicholas McKinney,
Kiaira Alexandria McMiilian,
Lakita Marie McMillian,
James Scott Meidrum il,
Shanna Brittney Mewton,
James Michaei Meyer,
Joseph Frank Michalek, Jaimi
Alise Mitchell, Chantal

- Katrina Moore, Jessica

Nicole Moore.

Megan Joi Moore, Rebecca
Jeanette Morawsky, Anthony
Joseph Morello Jr, Roslyn
Marie Morris, Brian Vincent -
Morrow, Alicia Lynn Morton,
Nicole Marie Murphy, Trystan
Murphy-Fahlgren, Gerald
Wayne Murray, Saif Nabil
Naber, Nicote Nadasen,
Bradiey Edward Napora,
Allison Rae Nardone,
Matthew Richard Nardone,
Ameiia Jo Nash,

Crystal Marie-Dawn
Niedermeyer, Calvin C,
Nobles Jr,, Nathan Bernard
Noeyack, Jeffrey Adam
Novak Il, Justin Terry O'Neill,
Jauniné Rachel Ochoa,
Benjamin George Oliphant,
Jeremy Jarrel Oliver, Enea
Agron Cnuzi, Jeffry Joseph
Opoka, Melissa Lynn
Osborne, Dennis William
Overstreet, Brittany Danae
Owen, Megan Marie Palka,
Melissa Jo Palka.

Michael Lee Palmer, Shawn
Ryan Palmer, Vera Palushaj,
Anthony Thomas Parrish,
Sachiben A. Patel, Sonal S.
Patei, Jessica Leanne
Patrick, Richard Allen Paui
Jr., Lauren Michelle Perry,
Aaron Michael Peterson,
Jazzmenn Lee Peterson,
Gangayswhar Kumer Phagoo,
Erinn Nicole Phitiips,
Margaret Grace Philfips,
Patrice Pickens, Steven
Mitchell Pisarski.

Terry Earl Pittman, Jayne
Marie Plante, Deborah Lynn
Podorsek, Jennifer |liene
Porter, Brandolyn Kristen
Powell, Mindy Lynn Rader,
John Adam Radomski I,
Robert Joseph Randolph,
Sharrod LaRoyce Rawis,
Ryan Michaei Ray, Anthony
Michael Reaume, Brittany
Danielle Redden, Stephanie
Marie Rees, Kyle James
Reichert, Sydney-Morgan
Reinhart.

Nathan Renard, James
Matthew Restum, Mia Britnay
Reynolds, Darryf Keith Rice,
Adi A. Rihani, Tahitia AIIante
Roberts, Samuel Hoyt
Robertson ill, Joshua Allen
Rockwell, Corey Michael

.Anthony Smith, Joseph

Rodter, Charles Doudias Rose
Jr.. Devin Leigh Ross, Allen
William Rushiow, Derek

Charles Sample, Alison Jean -~

Sanders, Ashley Darlene
Sanders, Kimberly Ann
Sanders.

Jessica Mary Sanford,
Charies D. Sankey, Jonathan .
Michael Sanow, Bernadette
Kathleen Savard, Andrew
Jerome Schmitt, Teresa
Marie Schneider, Vanessa
Danielle Schrock, Brett
Andrew Schwatz, Jordan
Miche{ Scott, James Richard
Sharkey, Duane Robert
Shewmaker, Jessica Ann g
Shippe, Rachael Elizabeth
Shock, Rachel Marie Sienko,
Brian Davendra Singh.

Rachael Courtney Smith,
Rachei Kristen Smith,
Shannon Lynn Smith; Todd

Arthur Smitherman, Brandon
David Sneddon, Corey James -
Snyder, Pawanpreet Singh
Sohi, Ashley Nicole
Sorensen, Donna Marie
Soulliere, Sean Michael
Southard, Richard Michael
Stanek, Heather Angela
Stanfel, Natalie Shea
Starbuck, Philip Matthew
Stephens.

Ashley Rae Stone, Er:ka

Jae Straka-Conway, Zachary o

Joseph Stutz, Suhas

- Mangalore Sudarshan, Aneta(

Sudol, Brett Matthew
Sutltvan, Anastasia Swasey,

Christopher Stephen Szydio, . |
Kinjal Kamlesh Talati, Melissa:

Danielle Talerico, Jourdane
Sarmiento Tanap, Deidra
Marie Taylor, Jason Scott
Tenorio, Joseph Anthony
Terry, Louis John Terry,
Chrystal LaShawn Thomas.
irvington Kanon Thomas
Jr., Carly Anne Thompson,
Isaiah Edward Thompson,
André Lamont Thornton,

Charmane Daniile Thurmand,

Ryan Sullivan Tierney,
Christopher Ryan Treat, Toni -,
Marie Trout, Brad Russell
Trudeau, Darrian Demarr
Tucker, Erik James Tuttie,
Angela Nicole Uhlian,
Jennifer Ann Vander Klipp,

Bryan James YanToli, Brent :

Ryan-Paui Verrot.

Kimberiy Lynn Vignoe,
Geoffrey Nolan Walchak,
Karlye Renee Walker,
Rebecca Ann Walker, Patrick. -
Joseph Wall, Samantha Ruth .
walling, Amber Nicole
Webster, Marika Germaine
Wegie!, Jonathon Casmir

Wejroch, Seth Lane Weity, = /..
Brent David Werth, Tara Ann

Westergard, Renee Catherine .
White, Robert Philip White,
Renai Sheronne Whitmore,
Amber Nicole Widmer,
Tanya Marie Wildt, Krystal
Nicole Williams, Samuell
Norman Witliams, Robert
James Worthy, Siccara’.

Ladawn Wright, Nicole Diane -

Ybarra, ShaVaughn Shanlece
Yaoung, Kevin Wifliam
Youngpeter, Rebecca Ann
Zarbaugh and Rick Edward
Zuccaro.

Kick-off
Sammav, June 11th
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i _]7 honored as valedictorians ommittee looks at shift

; in running Livonia district

eventden s dents were.
BY STEPHAmE ANGELYN CASOLA

- |
STATF WRIER , They are looking at whether buildings might

tapped as|valedtictorians of
When it comes to the future of Livonia Public be “ﬂdeﬂlt“md. and how staff m!qht be

\Jolin Glenn's Class of 2005.
| Recognized for their academic
Schools, the district’s demographics committee :
wom't take any changes lightly, effected by changes.
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a:chquvem nt were:

- M Melissa Ann Braunstein,
ughter of Robert and
| ha, Braunstem, Shehad a
14 116 rade point average, She
will attend Eastern Michigan
| University to study psychology.
, Rachael Marie German,
i I the daughter of Scott and

n
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y German, She'had a 4.0 = ; : " The all-volunteer committee - consisting of : ' i
_gradepoint average. She will Sonal Patel Sachiben Patel Sean Southard staff, students, administrators, board trustees, ‘ E . '
attend Central Michigan : ' and community members - organized earlier . . :

University to study sports this year to examine the needs and makeup of : i
medicine. the school district, and to determine how to " vide a variety of opportunities to them. ' L
B Andrew Michael Haarer, most effectively run the district with what limit- B Provide for continuous improvement. .
the son of Michael and Gloria ed finances may be available. “The survey was very open-ended,” said Julie * -
Haarer, He had a 4,024 grade - “I think we're really trying to be proactive,” King, an Emerson teacher and committee mem-- B
point average. He will attend said Randy Liepa, superintendent. . - ber. “We asked ‘What do you want us to'think - i
Calvin College to study biology. The goal of the participants involved studying  about and why?” ! e
B Robert Joseph Haarer, the everything from school attendance boundaries She said the responses often centered on “stu- * i
son of Michael and Gloria and the use and location of school buildings to dent leaming as opposed to individual con- ’ e
Haarer. He had a 4.024 grade the configuration of grade levels and restructur-  cerns” o
point average. He will attend ing options. Koons said the reaction.she’s noticed through-° g
Calvin College to study biology. For example, the committee is discussing out the district has been one of apprecmtmn for * hiS
M Angela Susan Hastings, - whether sixth grade should be moved from the “keeping us informed” and “giving us time to _ B
the danghter of Freda and ; SR elementary to middle schools, or if its feasible to  transition.” ! ol
Michael Hastings. She had a Rachael German Angela Hastings Stephanle McGuire close another school building or redistrict exist-. Liepa said whatever the district’s response, ~ * #
4,024 grade point average. She ing boundaries. They are looking at whether the committee and administration will be able - 5if o
will attend Grand Valley State  buildings might be under-utilized, and how staff  to back up its decisions. “We can tell them why,” ’ s
University to study elementary might be effected by changes. he said. “We want to know what people are -
education/English. The committee itself is divided into three thinking.” 1 I
W Stephanie Ann McGuire, groups. The first focused on reaching out to No major changes w111 oceur this fall, but stu- - gj
the daughter of Victor and determine what the district and community val-  dents, staff and parents will see the committee’s 7
Andrea McGuire. She had a ues most. The second group has delvedinto = proposal for changes sometime this fall. It will * i
4.071 grade point average. She educational research. While the third group is come before the board of education for : 4
i ‘will attend Alma College to coming up with options for the future of the approval. i
I study pre-medicine. school district. “This really is an open process;” said King, “It’s’ e
: - I Roslyn Marije Morris, the Throughout the process, committee members  not pre-determined. We're not trying to sell T
daughter of Charlene Morris. said all “stakeholders” were included, from stu-  (something). There is no set individual agenda &
' Shehad 2 4.022 grade p01nt dents to staff, retirees to PTA members. Using or group agenda.”
: average. surveys, informational meetings at the schools Whitehead said there is more to the demo-~ - N
i She will attend the Bt : = ¢ and a DVD presentation, committee members graphies process than just “looking at numbers.”
University of Michigan- . . Charmane Thurmand hope that all who might be impacted will be While any proposed changes will take into
Dearborn to study business informed and have a voice in the decisions account the financial concerns of the district,.
; marketmg : which will be made. that’s not the primary reason for the process.
i M Sachiben A. Patel, the “I feel pretty positive about it,” said Elaine “We are still spending $150 million,” said N
| daughter of Pina and Ashok Koons, a committee member., Whitehead, adding that the question becomes
Patel. Shehad a 4.119 ’grade So does Kevin Whitehead, board president. how best to do that. !
L peint average, - “We recognize we're askmg folks what they King said the proposal the committee is work—
I She will attend the think about different things. We're listening and  ing on looks at more than just the coming year
i University of Michigan in Ann responding to the ideas of a large group. And it's  or two. It is a long-range plan.
Arborto study pre medmme, a very positive thing.” Whitehead considers the demographics com-
and biology. The work of the demographics committee fits  mittee to be another form of communication
B Sonal S, Patel the daugh- into the district’s ongoing Vision process. It within the school district. He hopes the procqés
: ter of Shantosh and Meena g aims to: will answer the question: “How can we be a bet- *
¥ Patel. Shehad a 4.064 grade @ Create updated, well-maintained facilities.  ter organization?” -
| . - point average. | She will attend E B Meet student’s educational needs and pro- scasola@oehemecomm,net | {734) 953-2054 ; :
i ayne Unive ' : M )
| :::15-;1 pﬁ;aﬁt:!acy Versityo . Jonifer Vander Kiigp Bryan VanTol Marika Wegiel )

B Lauren Michelle Perry, the
daughter of Leslie and Judith
Perry. She had a 400 grade
' " point average. She will attend

Albion College to study -
English™
M Sean Michag] Southard,
the son of Charles and Cheryl
i Southard. He had a 4.04 grade
! point average. He will attend
. University ofMichigan in Ann
1+ Arbor to study mglecular, cel-
i lular and developmental biolo-

@ Charmane Danille : = e :
Thurmand, the davghter of Melissa Braunstein
Tyrone and Chaslien . :
Thurmand. She had a 4.00
grade point average. She will
attend Central Michigan
University to study pre-medi-

Joe's Weekly Specials!

Dr.iscoll’s. I‘?;e?ll/l Dr.isco]l’s.
Sirawhentes 3 Alebifn ¢ SCANCE
awberries S

¥1.99,, 1 491h 9,99 .. r..

cine and biology. 61b, Average ;

B Jennifer Ann Vander ; i
Klipp, the daughter of Robert California Ontario
and Theresa Vander Klipp. She Romaine Tomatoes

had a 4.098 grade point aver-
| age. She will attend Eastern
} Michigan University to study

On-The-Vine

chemistry and secondary edu-

cation.
i B Bryan James VanToll, the Domestic . T
' son of Theodore and Mary : Andrew Haarer Feta Peppers.}lack Strmg‘
| VanToll. He had a 4.095 grade : . _ - Cheese Ch : Cheese
' point average, He will attend She will attend Universityof  attend Adrian College to study : eese
| Western Michigan University Michigan-Dearborn to study English, $2 99 ‘ $3 99
I 1o study music education. " computer engineering. " B Tanya Marie Wildt, the ° ib. ] Ib.
i B Marika Germaine Wegiel, M Renee Catherine White, ' daughter of Karen Wildt. She = !
¢ the daughter of Renate the daughter of Karen and had a 4.024 grade point aver- Joe's Joe’s Organic ;
 Wegiel. She had a 4200 grade ~ Terry White, She had a 4.048 age. She will attend Adrian "White Corn Blue Corn :
! point average. grade point average. She will College to st;udy English. Tortilla Chlp s 5 Ag Flavors Tortilla Chip s ’ f
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| RACE FOR THE CURE
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BY SANDRA DALKA-PRYSBY
CORRESPONDENT

Some luck of the Irish. A
caring heart. A sensitive and
wonderful spouse. A support-
ive group of family and friends.
A touch of feistiness.

These are just a few of the
gifts that Maureen Keenan
Meldrum has been blessed
; with over the years.

; With these gifts, Meldrum -
has been able to survive two of
life’s greatest challenges -~ the

" death of a child and breast

| Ccancer.

! These challenges, in turn,

' were instrumental in shaping

1 her career path. :

!  Sheisthe director of Breast

: - Cancer Special Programs for

i ‘the Barbara Ann Karmanos

| - Cancer Institute and chair of

‘ " the Susan G. Komen Cancer

i # . Foundation Detroit Race for

[ | 7 the Cure.

Like many other young

J women in the late 1960s and

| early *70s, Meldrum went from
It high school to college to mar-
s riage, children and life in the
| |, —==Suburbs.
i ‘g For her, however, divarce fol-

- .lowed - “we were too young
i | .—when we got married” - and
i |1 shebecamea strugghng work-
. -~ ing mom with fwo small chil-

dren.
Her English degree from

| __into the very demanding cor-
1" porate world. Then, her life

| changed and became enriched
: ——wiershe met and married

: “Michael Meldrum. That was
+~—=—380 years ago. :

~"LIFE CHANGING

L . A few years later, tragedy

: struck. An automobile acecident
-~ killed her 9-year-old daughter,
’ Couriney.
' _"— “Acarcame up on the side-
walk and struck her while she
was riding her bike with her
brother, Jason,” said Meldrum.
“What followed was the most
devastating time of our lives,
We made it through the grief
with the love and support of
our large extended family and -
friends.” ,

Shortly after the loss of
Courtney, the Meldrums took
the positive step of adding to
their family. They adopted a 5-

PO,

e ——

i . e,

Mercy €ollege gained her entry .

Maureen Meldrim and her husband, Michae!, are driving forces behind the upcoming Race for the (;ure.

year-old Korean orphan,
(Their daughter, Susan, is now
age 29; Jason is 36.)

The family was thriving and,
on a professional level,
Meldrum had advanced to a
senior management position in
a large corporation. Then,
beginning in 1990, her second
greatest challenge began. -

Although this wife and
mother had periodic mammo-
grams (breast X-rays), “but not

only internationally ranked
comprehensive cancer centers
in Michigan. This means,
according to Meldrum, that
these centers have the best and
most ongoing research, which
is then put into practice,

SURVIVING CANCER

Two years a treatment,

~ including chemotherapy,

as regular as they should have

been,” a lump was discovered
in one of her breasts by her
husband,

This discavery, subsequent
testing and lots of research -
learned how to do research in
business, so I kicked into gear
to learn everything I could
about breast cancer and the

~ best place for treatment” - led
~ her to the Karmanos Cancer

Institute, This facility and the
University of Michigan are the

from Fifth Third

WWW.53.COM

‘ ‘ Can L you see it? Your reurement is near...or maybe even here
' : A]l your hard work and planning is about to be put to the test. Are you ready?

Fifth Third Securities, Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Fifth Third Bank.

which resulted in hair loss, and
a mastectomy have enabled
Meldrum to survive cancer.
“When I lost my breast, I had

- to remind myself that I'm not

defined by a body part”

Her husband was at her side
during all the doctor appoint-
ments and treatments.
Meldrum said he and others
provided her with a huge sup-
port system. Although tested
physically and emotionally
while going through this
ordeal, she knew she was going
to get through this difficult

Welcome to your next j'ob...lz"vz'ng.

C Mynvesrwens

N

Managing vour ret]rement investrnents can itself be ha:d Wm'k. Put yourself at ease
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plan for your active lifestyle m the future and help give you the conﬁdence to relax wahy.

‘ 3 Start living roday with the confidence of a 'solid plan
with My INVESTMENTS from Fifth Third. -

: - Stop in your local Banking Center toﬂay or call ﬁii)ﬂ-ﬂ 6-8714
to schedule an appointment with an Investment Specialist.
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| Offer No Bank Guarantee
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period.

“H T could get through the
loss of a child, I could get
through anything,’ she said.

In 1993, this breast cancer
survivor again was tested emo-
tionally when her younger sis-

ter, Shelia, who had two young:

children at the time, was diag-
nosed with breast cancer, It
was the third time cancer had
hit her family.” Years earlier,
her brother had been success-
fully treated for the disease.
“After helping my sister in

her recovery, I re-evaluated my -

life,” she said. “I rio longer
wanted to spend 75 hours a
week in the corporate world. I
wanted to do something that
would allow me to better help
others”

For two years, she volun-
teered for the speaker’s bureau
for Karmanos and shared her
story with others - “It was and
continues to be a perfect fit for

Struqqles turn to blessings for Race for Cure chalrwoman

LAWRENCE WCKEE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

me” -
While this dynamo oversees
major initiatives, such as Race
for the Cure, she also spreads
the message of the importance
of early detection of breast
CcANCET.

Meldrum is not alone in her
fight against breast cancer.

“My husband is incredible
and equally committed to this
effort,” she said, He serves as
financial chair for the race and
helped to establish Friends for
the Cure, which has generated
more than 40 percent of the
revenues for the race.

“I have been blessed with so
many gifts, but some of the
best have come through my

* work at Karmanos and on the
race,” Meldrum said. “So many -

people - staff, volunteers, sur-
vivors and sponsors - give so

much to this eause. I get to see
what is in then- hearts How
fortunate T am.”

Race, fest
to be held at
same time

The 2005 Race for the Cure
will take place on the same

- weekend as the Detroit Festival

of the Arts, held Friday, June 10

through Sunday, June 12.
Midtown Detroit is home to

both events, an enticement'to

“make a day of it and make a d}f-

ference.”

The Max, home of the Detroit °.
Symphony Orchestra, is m:dway
on the route.

The Susan G, Komen Breast

|
E
N

Cancer Foundation Detroit Race’ ™
for the Cure, presented locally :

by the Barbara Ann Karmanos
Cancer Institute, is Michigan's

largest foot race and part of a

series of over 100 Komen
Foundation races, which will

atfract over one million partici- -

pants worldwide.
The race raises funds to sup-

port local breast cancer scréen- -

ing, education and treatment
programs as well as national
research. The 2004 race
brought 30,000 people to
Detroit’s midtown and raised
more than $1.2 million. Since

1992, Komen's Detroit Race has 'f

raised almost $8 million.

 The event features a 5K com- "~
petitive race timed by the Motor

City Striders, a 5K walk anda
one-mile walk. The DSO’s Civic :

~Jazz Youth Ensemble will be

among 18 hands and musical
performers as well as cheerlead-
ers from schools and local sports
teams, who will inspire runners .

- and walkers along the race

route. The race route runs tp
and back along Woodward
Avenue from Comerica Park to
Warren, where the Detroit
Festival of the Arts will begm _
after the ciosmg ceremonies for <
the race. Now in its 19th year,
the Detroit Festival of the Arts
presented by Marshall Field's is
a three-day visual and perform- *
ing arts extravaganza setin -
Midtown Detroit’s Cultural
Center. All activities all free to
the public. For more informa-

#

tion on the Detroit Festival of )

the Arts, visit: www.detroitfesti-
val.com. To learn more about the’
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer .
Institute, its activities, or how
you can get involved, visit
www.karmanos.org or call -
(800) KARMANOS.

Since 1933

240 N.
Moni, Thurs., Fri, 10-9 ¢ Tues., Wed\‘ Sat. 10-6
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We have a large display 'of LA-Z-BOY Recliners in exciting

styles and fabrics that are now greatly reduced and ready to be 1:
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TRASH

FROM PAGE At
schedule, she said nothing was
collected.

“We found a burned up chair
the next day. The Fire
Department was out at 1:30
a.m. to put out the fire,” said
Waltman. “They were out pick-
ing up trash at 7 a.m. Sunday”

Midwest wasn't given per-
mission to work in Garden City
on Sunday.

“They were working Sunday
and they are supposed to get
permission, but I'd rather have
them working on Sunday than
leave it out there,” said Barnes.

Reno told the Observer that
he is coneerned that delayed
trash pickup could lead to
other problems, such as rat
infestation of neighborhoods.

Formerly known as Painter &

" Ruthenberg, Midwest

Sanitation lost contracts with
Dearborn Heights earlier this
month and the City of Wayne
last year, Dearborn Heights
residents are complaining
about the lack of service
despite Midwest Sanitation
having a contract in effect
through the end of the month.
Reached Wednesday after-
noon, Midwest Sanitation pres-
ident Paul Ruthenberg said he

" had a compost truck following

him to make sure everything
got picked up.

“Westland is running current
and so is Garden City -
extremely so. We're going to
make sure we stay current,”
said Ruthenberg, who attrib-
uted collection problems

‘vould like to have several ven-

_council. It’s not just a matter of

Memorial Day week to volume
and equipment difficulties. ~
Girl Scouts of the Huron

“We had a lot of problems.
I'm not making excuses. I just  Valley Council recently hon-
want to make sure everything  ored Carol Baker of Westland
gets picked up and we're back - for her outstanding volunteer

on track,” he said.

Cicirelli indicated that the
city will need to search for “the
best provider” of trash pickup.

efforts and support of Girl
Scout programming. Baker
was presented an Adult
Appreciation Pin at the coun-

She has personally phoned cil’'s 2005 Annual Volunteer
Ruthenberg to tell him to Recognition Dinner held in
address problems, but she said  April.

the complaints have continued.  Baker has served the Huron

Westland City Council
President Charles Pickering
plans to meet with Cicirelli this
week to talk of forming a com-
mittee to address problems
with Midwest.

“It is a little disappointing .
that were getting this kind of
service,” Pickering said
Wednesday.

In Garden City, City Manager
David Harvey told council he

Valley Council in many capaci-
ties for more than nine years,
She has been a leader, Services
director, delegate and cookie
manager, Currently, she is an
administrative volunteer in
Westland.

Baker mentors new leaders
and promotes the importance
of proper training to all volun-
teers. She is a role model that
inspires the adult volunteers
around her to do their best.

“Our Appreciation Pin exem-
plifies the true meaning of -
community service,” said Gail
Scott, chief executive officer of
Girl Scouts of the Huron Valley
Council. “It is awarded to vol-
unteers, like Carol, who pro-
vide outstanding service in
their own communities and
deliver exemplary programs to
girls”

dors make time-limited pre-
sentations to the council about
trash collection options that
are available.

“Then we can decide on what
we want. The contract is up at
the end of the summer and I'd
rather address it sooner than
later,” said Harvey.

“Garden City Mayor Jaylee
Lynch agreed.

“We need to be educated as a

Dr. David T. Walsworth, a

picking up the trash can,”she  family physician in Westland,

said. “I'd love to see four or five  was elected to the Michigan
vendors present what they State Medical Society Board of
offer. Then we can determine Directors during the 140th

what services we want.

[rogers@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532103

g INFORMATION CENTRAL

Have you seen The Sisterhood of

" the Travefing Pants movie yet?

The movie is about four friends
who are spending the summer apart
for the first time. Right before they go
their separate ways, they find a pair of
jeans that miraculously fit ail of them
ang decide to take furns wearing them
throughout-the summer as a way fo
feel closer to each other, ™.

The movie is based on a book of the
same name written by Ann Brashares,
In addition to The Sisterhood of the
Travefing-Pants, she has written The
Second Summer of the Sisterhood and
Girls in Pants, both continuations of
the giris’ adventures. All three of
these books are available in the young
adult section of the fibrary and make
for great light summer reading.

Girls in Love is also a trilogy about
a group of feiends who are facing the
trial of starting high schoof, Among
Friends is told through the journal

. entries of six high school iuniors and

shows the secrets and jealousy that
threatens to tear the friends apart.
Emma and Abby were best friends
until something terrible split them up,
Now Abby is missing and Emma is try-
ing to help find her in Missing Abby,
In Big Mouth Ugly Girl Ursula
stands up for fellow outsider Matt and
an uniikely friendship blooms.
Another story of male-female
friendship is Staying Fat for Sarah
Byrnes. Eric risks his friendship with
Sarah in order to uncover her terrify-
ing secret.’
in No Laughter Here, Akilah is also
determined to find out the secret that
she knows her friend Victoria has

The Doll H

o

. include The Princess Diaries, Granny

.. Maks it A Summer To Remembed
~" Best Selsction.. More Brands.. Compare & Savel

\ Rep. $1809 Now $1447

Little Gym Features: 4 x 4 ¥ort, 10" $iide,
z Bwings, 1 Tra&m Rope Climber, Matal
Monkay Bars,

been hiding ever since she returned
from her summer trip to Nigeria. The
truth will shock you!

For readers jooking for something
shorter, Girl Goddess No. 9has nine
short stories alt about girls, their
friends, their families and the exciting
things that happen to them.

Some other titles to consider

Torrelli Makes Soup, My Heartbeat
Snail Mail No More and the Make
Lemonade trilogy.

Joust Read: Teen Summer
Reading Program - Registration
begins June 1t

Teen Poetry Contest - High Schooi
and Middie School Divisions - Poetry
may be submitted between June Tt
and July 23. Entries can be up to 25
lines and 350 words. Registration
forms are avaiiable at the Reference
Desk.

Medieval Movie Madness Day
-10:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. See Shrek at
10:30 a.m., Shrek 2at 1p.m., Elfa
Enchanted at 3:30 p.m. and Robin
Hood: Prince of Thieves at 6 p.m.

Dragons, Dreams and Daring
Deeds: Children's Summer Reading
Program - Program kickoff 1-4 p.m.
June 1.

Sidewalk Chalk - 7 pm June 13. All
ages, come and decorate the library's
sidewalk.

A Little Knight Music -1 a.m.
June 18. Family program. Free tickets.

The William P. Faust Public Library
is at 6123 Central City Parkway,
Westland. For more information call
(734) 326-6123.

Lintle Bym Pachkage

Eclill“h FBE or Sandbox
\,. Save Un To $591

Sale Ends
671705

oodguard Gorner Posts.

Lie #1: If you need a nursing
home, Medlcald will take your
house .

Truth: They dont want to and
with iroper planning they can’t
and they won’.

Lie #2: 1f you transfer assets,
you have to wait 36 months to
qualify.

Truth: There is no such riile. You
may qualify now.

Lie #3: You have to give your
assets away to protect them.
Tryth: You don’t have to give up
control of your assets to protect
them.

_ Have You Hgard Th.e
Three Bic Lies
About Medicaid Eligibility?

Do ot miss this FREE seminar!

‘ Refreshments Served

Reserve your space today. Call Toll Free: 1-800-928-0034

THE FRALEIGH LAW FIRM, PLLC
Pedace of Mind Through Legal Planning
‘Michael Fraleigh, Attorney & Counselor At Law

. 28900 Telegraph Road, Southfield, MI 48034

Wednesday, June 15, 2005
6:30pm-8:00pm
Livonia Civic Park Senior Center
15218 Farmington Road
Livonia

Thursday, June 16, 2005
10:00am-11:30am
6:30pm-8:00pm
Best Wastern Southfield
26111 Telegraph Road
Southfield

F ! 2.
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American Expi coopted with p
Mon.- —Sat 10- 9 CHARGE 1T Paﬁalan Credlt Card,
CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON QTHEET AND LAUREL PAR

“ACHIEVERS Y

annual MSMS House of
Delegates meeting on May 1 in
Dearborm.

Walsworth, a graduate of the
Wayne State University School
of Medicine, will serve a one-
year term on the MSMS board,
representing members of the
MSMS Young Physician -
Section,

The Michigan State Medical
Society is the statewide profes-
sional association of 14,500
medical doctors in Michigan
affiliated with the American
Medical Association. Physician
policies on various issues
involving public health, health
care delivery and medical
ethics are set at the annual
MSMS House of Delegates
meeting.

Detroit Phi Beta Kappa
Association has announced its
honors bestowed to the top
graduating seniors at John
Glenn High School in
Westland.

Honored were Quart Ali,
Alexis Bland, Jennifer Boris,
Melissa Braunstein, Emily
Brennan, Situnyiew Chirunga,
Jacquelyn Coats, Anthony
Colosimo, Amanda Colwell,

Andrew Dean, Joslyn DeGroot,

Laura Eiben, Tearra Forbes,
Rachael German, Jessica
Grabowski, Whitney Graham,
Andrew Haarer, Robert
Haarer, Kimberly Hagelthorn,
Angela Hastings, Steven

MaaterCard, Vlsa the American Ex|

Holden, Sheryl Jacobs,
Heather Kobylarek, Shannon
Krushlin, Jessica Langley,
Kristen Lewis, Kyle Maxwell,
Stephanie McGuire, James
Meyer, Chantal Moore, Roslyn
Morris, Jeffrey Novak, Megan

. Palka, Sachiben Patel, Sonal

Patel, Lauren Perry, Stephanie
Rees, Kyle Reichert, Rachel
Sienko, Ashley Sorensen, Sean
Southard, Ashley Stone,
Charmane Thurmand, Erik
Tuttle, Bryan Van Toll,
Jennifer VanderKlipp, Marika
Wegiel, Renee White and
Tanya Wildt.

Wayne Memorial High
School seniors honored include
Taylor Brooks, Amanda Dye, -
Nilton Gjeci, Patrick Gorring,

Christina Haley, Kelly Harris,

Ryan Herbst, Tiffany James,
Angelina Johnson, Jason
Kaniner, Anthony Karasinski,
Jennifer Kopacz, Sarah
Maynard, Carolyn McCaffery,
Michael Remington, Justin

- Schofield, Mark Valentin and

Julie West,

Lutheran High School
Westland seniors hanored
included Megan Bahr,
Jacqualine Brewer, Kevin
Brown, Monica Calhoon, -
Joshua Davis, Elyse Gieschen,
Christina MacKenzie, Julie -
Macomber, Ruth Pranschke,
Jaclyn Puhlman, Joy Schu]tz,‘
Jennifer Timm and Christina
Yancy.

Detroit Catholic Central

Card or Discover®. LOC,

Merchandizs sslsction may. vary fom ors stors to ancther

?

ATED AT THE VILLAG

High School seniors honored
included Christopher
Atkinson, Kevin Bender,
Jeffrey Bowling, Timothy
Breen, Alex Brinza, David
Budde, Benjamin Chabala,

* . Martin Collins, Matthew

Craig, Daniel Crawford,
Thomas Daignieau, Charles
Drummond, Matthew Fleszar,
Corey Flood, Bret Fortuna,
Nicholas Foster, Daniel Gill,

.
b

Andrew Gonyea, Jeffrey Grad, -
Michael Holda, Kevin Hughes, .

Gary Klump, Anthony Kudron,

Michael Kurtz, Douglas
Laurain, Jemius Lee, Adam
Lusch, Daniel Maciolek,
Hamoody Macki, Evan
MeLaughlin, Isaac Miller,
James Musgrave, Alan Olson,
Alan Omilian, Michael
Palombo, Scott Pfeffer,

Dominic Piro, Craig Plonka,

Sterling Price, Thomas
Pugmire, Brett Quada,
Alexander Romine, Zachary
Roofner, Gregory Rost,
Matthew Rutkowski, Anthony
Sabo, Jon Smart, Joshua
Smith, Christopher Szybisty,
Eric Vrtis, Scott Wagner,
Matthew Walters, Brett
Wanamaker, Andrew Well,
Garin Wind, Maxwell
‘Working, Joseph Zatkoff and
Michael Zuidema.

University of Detroit Jesuit.
High and Academy seniors

honored included Benjamin R.

Beckett, Ravi T. Bodepudi,
Dane A. Caputo, Samuel N.

TO OHDEH ANYTIME, CALL 1-&06 424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AMTO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 FM EST.
hona orders. S8TORE HOURS: Thea Village of Rod195ter Hills (248) 278-67085 and Laurel Pak Place (734) B53-7500 o
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OF ROCH TER HlLLS
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said Baracy. “They’re taking the funds out
the back door”

' Roseville Democrat Michael Switalski is
the sponsor of SB279, which cleared the
subcommittee last week. The bill includes
Gov, Jennifer Granholm's proposed $175 per
pupil increase in state school aid, but not her
additional $50 per high school student pro-

posal.

‘It also includes:

B A $22.5 million cut in funding for at-
risk programs. The governor had recom-
mended a $33 million increase,

B® Partial ~ 50 percent - per pupil school
aid for developmental kindergarten pro-
grams,

@ A 50 percent reduction in Section 20J

money to “hold harmless” districts with more

than 2,000 students.

Gary Martin, deputy superintendent for
business, calculates that, if approved, the two
bills would end up costing Wayne-Westland
$932,000 or a loss of $68 per student. The
largest chunk - $477,000 - would be at-risk
money, affecting the district’s Reading
Recovery and class size reduction programs.

‘Martin alse calculates that when the
mcreased costs of retirement and health care
are factored in, the district would lose $71
per student. Retirement costs will jump to
16.34 percent or about $78 per pupil cost,
and the anticipated increase in health care
costs $100 per student.

“We've done $4 million in cost.contain-
ment and have a $5 million deficit,” said
Martin. “It’s like we're chasing our tail”

"The report comes just before the school
board is to vote on the 2005-06 budget.
While the district has been able to maintain
its program by cutting costs and tapping into

its reserves, it could face the prospect of bor-
rowing to Cover expenses next year, some-
thing it hasn't had to do since the early years
of Proposal A.

Proposal A change the way districts were
funded and aimed at equalizing the amount
spent on education around the state.
However, 2 June 2004 issue report done by
the Senate Fiscal Agency, found that only 28
school districts are better off under Proposal
A while 527, including Wayne-Westland, are
in worse shape.

In Wayne County, Wayne-Westland came
in third behind the Plymouth-Canton and
Detroit districts in the amount of tax rev-
enue lost since Proposal A was passed. The
district has received $109.1 million under
Proposal A compared to $157.7 million it
would have received without it.

“Their own Senate Fiscal Agency provided
the information on the effect of Proposal A
and the detrimental effect the legislature’s 70

tax cuts have had on school districts, but this -

is information nobody wants to talk about,”
said Baracy. “Their own people are telling
them there’s a problem and nobody wants to
listen”

Baracy questioned lawmakers’ contention
that the tax cuts were needed to stimulate
the state’s economy, noting Michigan has
beaten out Alaska as “the state in the worst
shape in the nation” currently.

“We can control our spending and we've
done an excellent job, but we can’t control
our revenue and we have a stranger control-
ling our destiny, and that’s just plain wrong,”
he added. “They're taking a good solid
school district like Wayne-Westland and dis-
mantling it brick by brick.

“It’s going to take some real backbone to
solve these problems and stop sacrificing the
children of Michigan”

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-212
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Performance
workshop set

Arts Company, Project DayDream
will hold a performance workshop
entitled, “Nail That Audition” on June
10.

The workshop will feature Kevin

-Kennison of Disney Theatrical

Productions. Known as one of the most
pre-eminent casting directors in the
country, Kennison will give performers
insight into what professional casting
directors expect and are looking for in
an audition. .

Session topics will include under-
standing what is expected in an audi-
tion, using rejection as a tool for suc-
cess, knowing how to present yourself
for all types of auditions, appropriate
song selection and beginning a success-
ful audition the moment you walk in
the door.

Local notable instructors Mary
Rashid of Walled Lake Central High
School, Barbara Witlsie of Madonna
University and Debbie Tedrick of
Interact Entertainment will join
Kennison in the four-hour workshop
designed to help actors and singers
sharpen their performance skills and
techniques.

The workshop, designed for students
in third-grade through college level,
will start at 4 p.m. It will be held at
Madonna University; 36600
Schooleraft, Livonia. There is a fee of
$45 per person, and pre-registration is
required. Call Project DayDream at -
{248) 219-7644 or by e-mail at
Info@ DayDreaminc.Net.
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F REE iPod shuffle

onime by 8/30/05

and Chase ATMs

How to receive your
FREE iPod sjhuffle_:

. Just open a new FREE One Checklng@ account with
Dlrect Deposit-and a $500 minimur deposrt today.

. Slgn up for Online Bill Pay, and pa_y two d;fferent b;l[s

. Then enJoy all the beneflts of Maxrmum Strength
' Checklng@ and free access to over 6 600 Bank One ~

. And did we mention the iPod shuffle?

Limited time :o.ff‘e'r, SO jetd"by a.'bra‘nc'h ,today. |
BANK:I-—*'.ONE® o

'heckmg offer valid 6/1/05 through 6/30/05 ‘with @ minimum opening deposit of $500 Oniine payments must be pald from new checklng account at‘
bankone.com by 8/30/05 and be paid to two unigue payees, Multiple payments to the same payee will count as one payment toward the reward. Payments previously |
rrade to a payee outside of the offer window will not be-considerad new. One iPod shuffle per customer, Offer not valid in combination.with any other offer. Checking account
mifist remain open for six months or the value of the reward will be debited from the account at closing, Reward is considerad ifterest on IRS Form 1099-INT. Eligible custorner
will receive rail-in redemption coupon from the banker. iPod shuffle will be shipped after 6/30/05. Allow 8-10 weeks for-delivery. Apple and iPod shuffle are trademarks of Apple
Carporation. iPod shuffle is a registered trademark of Appie Computer, Inc. All rights reserved Apple is not an offlc:alsponsor or partner ¢ ofth!s promotion.

©. 2005 Bank One is a division ofJPMorgan Chase Bank, M.A. Member FDIC.,
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A fun cause

Parents can get child identifi-
cation kits for their children by
attending a free event 2-4 p.m,
Monday, June 20, at Bobby’s
Bouncers, 38620 Mzchlgan
Avenue, in Wayne,

The kits allow parents to store
information, such as finger-
prints, that can help authorities
find children in the event that
they are lost or abducted.

Participants will be given free
pizza and pop, and a play area
of Bobby’s Bouncers will be
open for children to play.:

The event is also being spon-
sored by the Westland Police
Officers Association, the

- Westland and Wayne D.ARE. .

programs, and the mayors of the
two cities.

Westland Police Chief Danjel
Pfannes commended organiz-

- ers. “] think it’s a great thing to

help protect kids.”
For more information, call
(’734) '728-3139.

Building fund-raiser

The Westland Chamber of
Commerce, which hopes to
move its offices to the historic
Rowe House on Wayne Road
south of Marguette, is trying to
raise money to restore the
house.

The chamber and Westland
Bowl have teamed up to raise
money at 7 p.m. Friday, June 17,
during a kickoff bowling event
at Westland Bowl, 5940 N,
Wayne.

Cost is $20 per person and
includes bowling, pizza and pop.

For more information, call the
chamber at (734) 326-7222,

Summer reading

Westland public library
employees have announced the
summer reading program for
children through the ﬁfth-grade
level.

Titled “Dragons, Dream &
Daring Deeds,” the programwill
run June 11 through July 23.
The program is for recreational
purposes and is not intended as
tutoring.

Children pace themselves,
and they may read books from
the library or from home. They
will report their progress at the
check-in table. .

Participants will read books
to earn prizes. The program is
free.

For more information, call
(734) 326-6123.

Rummage sale

The Village of Westland will
have its annual rummage sale
8:30'a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Friday at
the village on Cherry Hill just
west of Merriman. Furniture,
pottery, pictures and clothes will
be sold during the fund-raising
event.

Camping guides

Westland residents who are
considering spending some of
their summer vacation camping
may want to consider contact-
ing State Rep. Glenn §."

Anderson’s office for a free copy |

of the 2005 Michigan
Campground Directory.

The directory is published
annually by the Association of
RV Parks and Campgrounds
and includes information on
camping facilities across the
Upper,and Lower Peninsulas of
the Great Lakes State.

These publications will be
available at the Westland Public

" through Aug. 20.

" circuit as Crystal P, has beert g

.appearing with Crystal P. will be

¥ ok wr

L1brary, the Westland City HalI
Westland Camping Center at
1475 S. Newburgh and Feister
RV Center, 37401 Ford.

" Constituents also can have a
copy sent to their home, if they
call Anderson’s legislative office
toll-free at (888) 833-8494.

Blood drive

The Bova VEW Post 9885 will
hold an American Red Cross
blood drive 2-8 p.m. Monday,
June 27, at the post hall, 6440
N. Hix, Westland. To make a
blood donation appointment, ..
call the post at (734) 728-3231, '
the post surgeon Terry Dana at. -
(517) 521-564:6 or blood drive
chairman Larry Tebor at (734)
377-8329 or (734) 261-2807
and leave your name, telephone j
number and desired time of
appointment. Walk-ins are wel-
come. ‘

All donors will entered ina
drawing for three free games of
bowling at Visipn Lanes in -
Westland. '
School openings

St. Damian Preschool still has
openings available for 4-year- i
olds in the afternoon session |
(noon - 3 p.m.) and for 3-year-
olds in theéThorning session (9- :

11 a.m.). Summer hours are ¢
from 9 a.m. to noon Tuesday ;
through Thursda.y

St. Damian is at 29891 Joy
Rd, Westland. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 427-1680.
Skating party

Walking with Faith Inc.,a  ° i
team of more than 100 walkers
and volunteers who walk in the
annual Multiple Sclerosis :
Walks, will hold a “Kids FUN - -
RAISE for Multiple Sclerosis”
skating party 6:30-8:30 p.m,
Thursday, June 16, at Skate
Land West, 37550 Cherry Hill,
Westland.

The cost will be $10 per per-
son with rentals of $1.50 for
roller skates and $5 for inline .
skates. There will be 50/50 raf- - 4
fles, and a PSP raffle, Tickets '
cost $1 each or 3 for $5. Call  ;
Alecia Harris at (313) 299-5259, -

Summer program

Westland Bowl in association
with the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department will
offer free bowling for kids now - : a

I
1{
t
I’

Kids up to 18 years of age will |
be able to bowl one free game
per day durmg summer hours .
with a particiption card, oail-
able at-the bowling center, 5940
N. Wayne Road.

The centeralso is offering a
free family bonus package on
Saturdays.

For more information, call
Westland Bowl at 9734) 722-
7570.

Buffet and comedy

Royal Oak Township native,
Crystal Parker will perform her
feisty stand-up comedy act at
Marvaso's Italian Grille in
Westland, Michigan on
Saturday, June 18.

Parker, known on the comedy e

doing stand-up comedy; “sa8s g
with class,” providing langhter
without all of the profanity. 7

Showtime is 9:30 p.m. Also i

Cool Aide of Detroit. Marvaso’s i
Italian Grille is at 6569 N. e
Wayne Road, Westland. ;- i
Reservations can be made by
calling {734) 405-5222,
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Planners see Rouge Day turnout as success

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
3 STAFF WRITER

If T-shirts are any indicator
of an event’s success, last week-
end’s Rouge River Day proved
to be a rousing success, thanks
mostly to 16ts of sunshine and
a lack of rain.

" Karen Hanna, office coordi-
nator for Friends of the Rouge,

" which has organized River Day

*events for the past 19 years,

said the requests for T-shirts
are still trickling into the office,
iocated on the University of .
Michigan-Dearborn campus.

“Tt sounds to me like partici-
pation was up this year,”
Hanna said, citing the good
weather as a positive factor. All
volunteers received free T-
shirts, which is why the T-shirt
requests are a good indicator of
participation,

About 1,300 volunteers par-
. ticipated in last year's rescue

. -event, Hanna, ‘who is still tally-

ing this year’s numbers, said
she hapes that the number

“-.increasés to 2,000 this year.

Canton, Farmington Hills,
Livonia, Plymouth, Plymouth
Township, Redford, Wayne and
Westland were just a handful
of metro Detroit communities
bustling with volunteers work-
ing on restoration activities.
Activities ranged from
installing a rain garden in
Farmington Hills to bird box
construction in Canton.

And of course, picking up
trash and debris kept volun-
teers busy, too. Fortunately,
though, organizers say River
Day is not as much about pick-
ing up the trash as it used to
be.

“In the past, when Rouge
Rescue began, the river was

reaily dirty,” said Cyndi Ross,

associate coordinator of public
involvement programs for
Friends of the Rouge,

Car parts, shopping carts
and even large appliances were
among the Rouge’s flotsam and
jetsam in year’s past, Ross said.

“After many years, the river
has become a lot more aesthet-
ic. (Though) sometimes you'll
find the occasional tire and
shopping cart in a strategic
area.”

Another river cleanup activi-
ty that has all but disappeared
is something the wildlife
appreciates.

“In the past, we used to pull
log jams out of the river,” Ross
said. Because dead logs prowde
valuable hahitat for animals,
they are virtually left alone by
volunteer workers.

Not all the animals actually

ed during
the annual

live on or in the logs. Some,
like turtles, like to sun them-

.selves on floating logs,

The Rouge watershed is 438
square miles and includes 48
communities in three counties.
Its offshoots include the main,
upper, middle and lower
branches, encompassing 126
“river miles.”

On the heels of River Dayis
“Water Week,” running
through June 12 and presented
by the Southeast Michigan
Partners for Clean Water.

A variety of River Day events
are planned June 11 along the
Clinton River watershed.
Water Week events are being
planned in the Anchor Bay, St.
Clair River, Huron and
Shiawassee watersheds, as well
as along Lake St. Clair and the
Detroit River.
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Canductive Keratoplasly (CK}, Is the faslest advancamant in
vision correclion approved hy the FDA. LK is the first non-faser
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#1 Breakfast on us! Yam till noon
Bagels, domuits, juice and lots of coffee!l
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; members and the Brighton Crossroads H.O.G. inembers.
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e to Hell and

e v #2 Join the Milwaukee H.OQ.G. Chapter “Ride 1o Hell & Back Tour”
ur

Hell, Michigan that is. Come for breakfast if vou can, then its 3 i ! Breakfast onus! Sam tll
feet up and knees in the breeze at 11am. (Police sacorted)

. MOOIL. Bagels, donuts, juic
#2 Riders of Childrens Needs (ROCN) Poker Run
10am - noon. Last bike out promptly at nooun
1st, Znd, 3rd place prl.zes for the hest poker hand.

(Remsmnng all riders)
1pm. Best poker hand 1

awards., Oldest biker, youngest:
dance (show your pride). Ret‘unl by 4%
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stories of the weekend.

#,f_g_, Drawing 3pm - United Cerhbal Palsey
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School supporters
needed for rally

If you support public educatzon, the day to visit Lansing
is June 21. That’s when the K-16 Coalition for Michigan's
Future is holding a rally on the steps of the State Capitol to

. push lawmakers for adequate funding to public education.

The rally is to show support for two bills, SB 246 and
HB 4582, that call for a minimum yearly funding increase
in state school aid for K-12 schools, community colleges
and-universities.

~—The bills also eall for:

B Inflationary increases in the foundation allowance;
at:=risk Tunding, special education and the intermediate
school district founda-

_-tion ;ﬂloWanee and for

A

—=gehool aid inthe middle

_ universities.

community colleges and

The rally on the steps of the
‘Capitol is a tactic cities used
several years ago when state
revenue sharing was in jeop-

®>Capping local dis-
trict contributions to the
Michigan Pubhc School
Employees Retirement
System.,_at 12.99 percent

“with thé state paying any o ) A

costs above that amount.  ardy and it worked, so it's no
M Eliminating language . .

that allows the stateto cut  wonder organizers want a big

of a school year,
If the bills were

turnout. The bigger the

‘approved, it would be 2 ¢rowd the bigger the mes-

~ dream come true for ,
~school officials™ who have . i
e o e sage: Stop shonchanqlng
budgets with little or no  ggucation.

help from Lansing. They
realize that the bills
passage is a BIG if, so
they want to sway lawmakers with a show of force.

The rally-on the steps of the Capitol is a tactic cities
used several years ago when state revenue sharing was in
jedpardy and it worked, so it’s no wonder organizers want
a big turnout. The'bigger the crowd the bigger the mes-
sage: Stop shortchanging education.

Gov. Jentrifer Granholm has big plans for every
Michigan child get a college degree. If that is to happen,
kids need to get a good education. And that can only hap-
pen, if public schools, colleges and universities have the
money to provide the education.

So if you live in, have an interest in or have children in
the Wayne-Westland Community Schools, this is the time
to show your support and attend the June 21 rally.

Make your grad’s party
alcohol- and regret-free

If you're planning a high school graduation party this
summer, leave aleoholic beverages off the shopping list.

Not only is it illegal to serve alcohol to anyone under
age 21, it can have serious consequences.

Many adults mistakenly think they can keep kids safe
by letting them drink at home just as long as they don't
allow them to drive. However, drinking for young people
can have serious consequences beyond traffic accidents
resultmg in permanent injury or death.

~Teenagers’ brains are still developing, and they are very
sensitive to alcohol’s effects on judgment and decision
making, according to the National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism.

‘They may do things they’ll later regret — or may not

even remember — such as fighting, engaging in sex, dam-
aging or destroying others’ property or accepting a dare
or bet to do something harmful.

Alecohol :poisoning and binge drmklng are also risks
associated with underage drinking.

‘If a young person drinks enough, he or she will eventually
get sleepy and pass out, Aleohol suppresses nerves that con-
trol reflexes like gagging and breathmg That means he or

, she could vomit and choke to death or just stop breathing.
r»In addition, young people are more prone than adults
to: becormng addicted to aleohol, The younger a person is

when he or she starts drinking, the greater the risk he or.

shé will eventually become an alcoholic.

«Parents need to talk to their graduates about the dangers.

ofilrinking alcohol and then set a good example themselves.
One way to do that is by hosting aleohol-free gradua-

tfof parties to show young people they don’t need aleohol

téd.celebrate or have fun. - ‘

“If you provide them with a wide selection of ice-cold

pop, water and other non-alecholic beverages, favorite:

party foods and some fun outdoor games to play, they'll
have a grea.t time — and you won’t have any regrets.
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Column refreshing

It was refreshing to read Hugh
Gallagher’s column on Sunday, May 29.
It’s refreshing because you tried to be
ob_]ectlve and honest.

That is not the norm when it comes to
most coverage of the Palestine-Israeli
conflict. However, you have the moral
responsibility and obligation to always
seek the truth no matter how difficult
that might be sometimes.

I salute your courage and lock forward
to continue reading your writings.

S.R. Shafie

Livonia
At crossroads

Thank you very much, Mr. Hugh
Gallagher, for writing such an analytical
article regarding such an important local
event. I covered this event for alocal -
paper and am pleased that you did the
same.

The Palestinian side of the story is usu-
ally not covered in the mainstream U.S,
media and when it is there is a downplay
ot its sxgmﬁcance

Once again, I would like to thank you
for taking the time and effort to write
such an article when the American peo-
ple and the world are at a crossroads that
will make or break the future for our '
children.

Bilal Dabaja

Arab Student Union president
Legislative Affairs chairman
Student Government

Sincerity is the key

Hugh Gallagher's sincerity in his com-
mentary, “Palestinian-Israeli conflict
raises question ‘What is Truth?™ is
appreciated, The analogy of comparing
the six blind men to the conflict was
interesting, but 1 am not sure how it
relates to the poor standards used by
most of our U.S. media outlets in cover-
ing the Middle East region.

1 am sure-that if these six blind men
were advised that their initial deseription
was limited to only one aspect of the ani-
mal and that there was much more tobe
discovered, they all would have come up
with similar conclusions in the end.

If our intentions are sincere to begin -
with and we are open to the truth; we

~ will find it. Sincerity is the key to seeking

out and printing the full truth and
should be our media’s standard when-
covering any conflict; but when pélitics
play a heavy role, much as they doin the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the authen-
ticity of the story gets lost in the current.

When we allow polities to take the lead

as opposed to the facts, we set a danger-
ous precedent. Democracies are meant to
thrive on the truth.

" Marion Mourtada .

Dearborn Heights

A different picture

Thank you Hugh Gallagher for your
article in the May 29 issue of the
Observer &9 Eccentric. For a small-town,
local newspaper writer, you.obviously see

Tell the truth

LETTERS

" the big picture that too many big-town,

metropolitan newspaper writers miss.

The presentation that you witnessed
by Alison Weir and Ali Abunimah was
not meant to engender anyone’s sympa-
thy for the plight of the Palestinian peo-
ple. It was, as you so eloquently put it,
meant to show the disparity when
reporting the “facts” of Palestinian-~
Israeli debacle.

If Americans only knew, we would see
an entirely different picture than that
painted by the mass media here at home,
Thank you for the insight and for the
courage to report it as you see it.

Ronald Amen
Livonia

Fair-handed approach

I'd like to thank Hugh Gallagher for
the article published on the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict. (Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict raises question “What is truth?”
dated May 29, 2005).

It is true that the truth often gets lost,

- particularly when it comes to that part of

the world, and that there is a drastic dif-
ference in coverage between the North
American media on the one hand, and
that of the rest of the world on the other.
It is refreshing to see the Observer
tackle on these issues, and Mr. Gallagher
approach them fair-handedly.
Rifat Audeh
Londan, Ontario

Speed's dangerous too

Click it or Ticket? I say stick it.

We don’t need government to tell us
about seat belts. All those people driving
have passed their drivers test and sup-
posedly are responsible encugh to make
intelligent decisions. So if the driver and
passengers of automobiles decide not to
wear a seat belt, it is up to them. That is
freedom of choice, something that is
lacking in today’s government. .

Remember not toc long ago the 55
mph maximum on freeways, All the sta-
tistics stated that it saved not only lives,
but gasoline. What happened?

A few years later it was back to 70 mph
speed limits. Were the statistics wrong? I
doubt that. But the truck drivers comi-
plained that they weren't making their
runs on time, so the lives of the drivers.

. on the road, as well as fuel wasted, be

damned. .
Danisa Saltarelfi
Livonia

The identity of Deep Throat, the confl-
dential source who helped Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein piece
together the story behind the Watergate
break-in that lead to the resignation of -
Richard Nixon, was revealed this week,

Watching as the story unfolds, our
attention is drawn to important parallels
between Watergate and the Bush admin-
istration’s leadup to war in Iraq. The
offense, lying to Congress and the

- American people about the reasons for

going to war, is far worse than Watergate.
Over 1,600 American soldiers who

it lives, went to Iraq Belie g
that they wete there to-defend our nation "
from an imitinent threat, bt a: teaked
memo of a meeting between Tony Blai

and his top mtelhgence officialsin July

there was no nnmment thieat. -
'I'he memo mdma.tes tha.t anh knew

destmctmn wa,s
detenmned t0.

Iragis Have dxed and more die each day m -
the chans that deﬁnes th1s abommable

“They have mlmmum of $6800, 000 but f the streetscape comes in below budget

QUOTABLE

could decide to continue the streetscape or some other project.”

- P[annlng Director Bruce Thompson about the amount of money the Downtown De

spend on more xmprovements withln the DDA district

&
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Changes to Medicaid could

result in huge cost savings

BY BRUCE HANSEN

very year, Michigan faces a state budget
deficit crisis of staggering proportions. Not
only does this tie our lawmakers in knots for
months, it is beginning to threaten the health of

. our ma_]or research universities — the hope of our

state’s economic future — as they bleed from a
thousand little funding cuts.

Yet there is a better way to balance the books
one the lobbyists and many legislators would
rather you didn’t think about. It involves a poorly
understood and more poorly managed program
called Medicaid, for which Michigan taxpayers
shell cut $8.9 billion & year.

By making a few common-sense changes, the
state should be able to save at least $1 billion a
year — while providing better quality care to the
poor. No, this is not a shell game, or an illusion.
Just the facts. . _

Here's how we can do that. First, the Michigan
Legislature needs to pass legislation to eliminate
the Certificate of Need (CON) Program. This was
established years ago to force hospitals to share
technology. For example, the goal was for several
hospitals to share one CAT scinner.

That may have been worth a try — though in
practice, it seldom worked. However, the state
did, as usual, build up an expensive bureaucracy
around the process, which has worked just fine at
perpetuating itself,

Today, the CON process is used by hospitals to
stop competition from other health care
providers. And there is one exception. If one has
money, one can buy a CON. A few years ago, a
physician wanted a Certificate of Need to install
an MRI scanner at his hospital. He hired a lobby-
ist, who told him he could get an “official”
approval for $50,000, if he retained the lobbyist
at $8,000 per month for a year.

Evidently, that was chicken feed compared to
what the physician could make with a scanner.
The doc paid up, and obtained his CON and
scanner.

That is one of ma.ny examples why the admin-
istration of the Medicaid program needs to be
turned over to the private sector. Also, the
Michigan Department of Management and
Budget should purchase a utilization and review
system to determine what health care services we
purchased at what cost and for whom.

The attorney general could then use this infor-

mation to prosecute Medicaid fraud. In any event, -

every aspect of Medicaid should undergo a com-
prehensive forensic audit once every five years.

So how do we save a billion dollars? Well,
believe it or not, dramatically reducing the cost of
health care is not rocket science. We can lea.rn
from some well-run corporations.
Quad/Graphics in West Allis, Wis., is one of the
nation’s biggest printing compa.nies. It is cutting

ESWT or Extra Corp@geal Shockwave Therapy
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By making a few common-sense changes, the
state shouid be able to save at feast $1 billion

a year - wile providing better quality care to.

the poor.

its costs by bringing primary care in-house (Wall
Street Journal, Feb. 11, 2005).

Michigan Medicaid could, and should, estab-
lish cost-effective county primary care clinics in
areas accessible to the poor, -

There’s no need to stop there. Sta.ﬁ' who can
deliver rehabilitation, as well as laboratory, radi-
ology and MRI services should be hired by the
state, which should also purchase the necessary

‘equipment, Nat to worry; the net cost to all of us

will turn out to be far cheaper in the long run.

And Michigan should then take the next step.
Secondary care physicians, specialists such as
allergists, podiatrists and surgeons, as wellas
hospitals, get their patients from primary care
doctors. The state clinics should have specialists -
and hospitals bid for those services.

Through these contracts, any service that can
be provided “outpatient” should be removed from
hospitals. For example: Blue Cross pays more
than $600 per physical therapy visit when the
cost of the same service provided by an inde- -
pendent physical therapist ranges from $120 to
$150 a visit,

Pharmacy benefits are out of control. The cost
of a stomach medicine can be $5 per pill. There's
no excuse for that, now that wonderful generic
drugs are on the market. We should limit the
medicines provided by Medicaid to generics,
unless a physician from a state clinic finds a
brand name drug necessary.

Finally, we need to make a couple of eligibility
changes. The state should no longer pay for
health care services for 18- and 19-year-olds, who
are legally adults. Nor should the state pay for
your apartment should you become pregnant.

. If Michigan were to adopt these simple changes
to the delivery of health care services for the poor
in Michigan, billions could be saved, and the qual-
ity of care provided to the poor would increase.

Frankly, if Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Michigan adopted a similar approach, our corpo-
rations could cut their premiums in half.

But that’s their business. The state budget cri~
sis is everyone's problem. And a solution is sitting
right under our Legislature’s.nose.

Bruce Hansen has been president and vice president of sev-
eral health maintenance organizations, and also served as
director of budget, policy and computer systems for the
state Madicaid program.

wer for you.
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Press needs more Deep Throats
to make qovernment transparent

€ro or traitor?

The recent revelation that former FBI .
deputy Mark Felt is the famous
Woodward-Bernstein informer Deep Throat
has divided opinion along those lines. .

Some see Felt as a hero who helped bring
down a corrupt administration, Others see
him as a disloyal government worker. Some
argue that as a law enforcement official, he

" should have taken his knowledge to his supe-

riors to handle. (Of course, the FBI is part of
the Justice Department, which was run by
John Mitchell, Richard Nixon's campaign
manager, confidant and fellow conspirator.)

The controversy over Felt -

dovetails with the ongoing
story about the leaking of a
CIA agent’s name and the
subsequent punishment of
journalists who won't reveal
‘'who the informant is. The
irony in that case is that the
only journalist who used
the information, the right-

Hugh wing propagandist Robert
Novak, has yet to face any
court action at ail.
Meanwhile, those who -
thought better of jeopardiz-

ing a CIA agent’s cover now face jail time for
not ratting on a government official bent on
manipulating the press to further the Bush
administration’s Iraq policy.

Bob Woodward, Carl Bernstein and then
Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee kept
their secret for more than 30 years. With
Deep Throat's help, they uncovered an
uprecedented abuse of executive power, lead-
ing to the resignation of Nixon and jail time
for many of his aides.

Using unnamed sources is always a tricky
proposition, Newspapers are reluctant to use
information that isn't clearly substantiated,
with a name behind the information. In the
case of Deep Throat, Bradlee insisted that his
ace young reporters get two corroberating
sources before going with the information.

Clearly a reporter faces tough obstacles
when trying to track down a major scandal
like Watergate, even a reporter from muscu-
lar news organizations like the New York
Times, Washington Post, CNN or the broad-
cast networks, Most news organizations
regarded the original Watergate incident as,
in Nixon’s words, “a third-rate burglary.”

Tt took tenacity and an imagination to see
past the obvious and superficial, to see that
the unthinkable could be true. It also took
working sources, and those sources of neces-
sity needed to be anonymous. Careers and
maybe even lives were at risk. Those guys -
played hardball.

2.3 Miles W. of
Canton Center Rd.
Fax (734) 495-1131
www.crimboli.com

. story (so brilliantly portrayed in the movie

.appeals court upheld a contempt rulmg

NURSERY &
LANDSCAPE

“ASK FOR THE VILLAGE PEOPLE”
Crimboli’s “Spectacular”

rand

Come visit a umque and excifing’ repllcated farm village
located witfiin Crimboli Nursery... |
 featuring upscale garden ]ewe[ry such as decorative
 containers, fountains, picnic tables. |
- Also enjoy visiting our critfers!
We have sometfiing for the whole family! .
(734) 495-1700 &

50145 Ford Road * Canton

By revealing the name of their sources,
news organizations cut themselves off
from information that is often vitalina
democracy, information that Jeads to real *
transparency in.government. If sources
don't fee protected, they won't give the - -
information.

Most stories we cover as a community
newspaper don’t involve the kind of cloak and. .,
dagger that were needed in the Watergate o
version of Woodward and Bernstein’s book Afl** -
the President’s Men). We are reluctant to- _
quote unnamed sources, though sometlmes -
we'll receive a lead from someone who doesn’t™>
want to be identified. That lead may take us t6'2

other sources who will go on record and that = * -

will provide our story. R
Courts have ruled that news organlzat;ons i
do not have special privileges. A federal

Kal

against reparters from Time magazine and
The New York Times. They have refused to . -
name the person who divulged the name of
Valerie Plame, a CIA operative who is mar-
ried to Joseph Wilson, a former ambassador
to Niger, who criticized President Bush's.
assertion that Iraq had tried to obtain urani- ..
um from Niger. Neither reporter used the -
information they received.

By revealing the name of their sources,
news organizations cut themselves off from
information that is often vital in a democracy
information that leads to real transparency i 111
government. If sources don't feel protected, -
they won't give the information. =

News organizations everywhere are watch- "
ing this developing story and feeling a chill -~
on not just press freedom, but a chill onthe *
public’s access to information it needs, must
have, to make honest decisions on the direc- -;
tion of OUR GOVERNMENT. .

As an FBI deputy director, as an often . ...
overzealous government official, Mark Felt is,,-
open to some serious criticism. But in his role
as Deep Throat, count me as one who rega.rds
him, in this instance, a true A.mencan hero. -

O S AT

Hugh Galtagher is the managing editor of the Observer.:_

Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgal-
lagher@oe homecamm.net, by phone at (734) 9532148
or by fax at (734) 5%1-7279.
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Visit us today and
discover the miracle
of Tempur-Pedic!

PRESSURE RELIEVING.
CWEDIB B N L oWS

Sweet Dreams, Sweet Prices!
mattressandfu’tonshoppe.com

wivw.hometownlife.co

EFEURO PILLOW TOP

SPECIAL PURCHASE SALE

“COMPARED AT”
FURNITURE STORES

TWIN 599.99
FULL  699.99
QUEEN 799.99

WITH 2 FREE PII.L.WS.

PONDEROSA FUTON
Log Cabin Loolk

Up North Special!

BIRMINGHAM 32767 Woodward {1 block South of 14 Mile) 248._549.1 951

CANTON 42489 Ford Rd. {At Lilley in Canton Corners) 734.844.0400

LIVONIA 31629 Plymouth Road (1 block West of Merriman) 734.425.1500

NOVI TOWN CENTER (near Mervyn's South of 1-96) 248.348.5494 -

ANN ARBOR 2131 W, Stadium (South of W, Liberty) 734.222.9472

'YPSI/ANN ARBOR 4563 Washsnaw (1/4 Mile E.of US-23) 734.975.9200

FREE DELIVERY* ¢ FREE SET-UP * FREE FII\IAI\ICINE
FREE REMOVAL OF OLD BEDDING

*Free delivery excludes futons and bunk beds and opp!ies to orders of $499 and up. Futon matiresses & covers sold separately.

OE083M798
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