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WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2001

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

This year, Westland voters will elect a mayor
and four city council members during an election
that is drawing some high-profile candidates.

Candidates planning to seek an elected position
face a filing deadline of 4 p.m. Tuesday, June 14,
at City Clerk Eileen DeHart's office at Westland
City Hall. |

As of Thursday, Mayor Sandra Cicirelli had
filed her nominating petitions to seek a second,
four-year term. She made history in 2001 when
she became the first woman elected to the city’s
top post.

Elenor Swistak, has said she is circula.ting peti-

tions and will challenge Cicireli.
As of Thursday, only three candidates had

officially entered the council race - incumbent

Robert Stottlemyer, former Mayor Robert
Thomas and community volunteer Normie
Brazier. ‘

Other council members whose seats are at
stake include Cheryl Graunstadt, Michael
Kehrer and President Charles Pickering.

Several council candidates, including some
incumbents, are expected to enter the race
before the ﬁhng deadline.

There will be a primary etection on Aug, 2
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o run for city offices nears

READY REFERENCE
Newspaper classified sections
are available at the Reference
Desk

Your hometowh\ewspaper |
serving Westland for .
41 years

tion. Whether there will be local races will
depend on how many candidates file.
A mayoral primary will be held if three or

mary will be scheduled if there are'nine or
more hopefuls. The winners in the primary
would face off on the Nov. 1 general election
ballot. '

Candidate
will havetore
210 reglstered"West]and voters to get their
names on the ballot. -

ho h, eﬂto enter either race

" “They have to be valid,” DeHart said. “If they
give me 210 signatures and two of them aren’t

more candidates enter the race. A council pri-

idisignatures of at least

get a little cushion.”

DeHart also offered another tip. Whoever
.circulates petitions for candidates should make
sure that they don’t sign the papers until they
have collected the last of their signatures.

Also, once a circulator puts-a date on a peti-
tion, any signatures collected afier that date
will be invalid, DeHart said. ‘

The winner of the mayoral race will earn a
four-year term.

The top three vote-getters in the council race
also will get four-year terms. The fourth-place
finisher will receive a two-year term.

Nominating petitions are available at the clerk’s
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~ Another woman, city government watcher due to the Wayne County parks millage ques-  valid, they can’t be a candidate. I always say, office. 1
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;« from troops

BY DIANE GALE ANDREA:SSI
CORRESPONDENT

’ Two young girls’ letters touched the hearts of ser-
vicemen in Iraq so much they took time to write back -
and express their a.pprec1at1on

Now the people sponsoring the letter wntmg cam-
paign would like to find the girls to let them know they
received responses.

The girls’ letters were among 1,000 others collected
at Westland Shopping Center dunng October 2004 -
and sent overseas to troops in Iraq the following
month. A letter writing station, including paper ifthe -
writer chose, was set up in the :

i s

i

B B Tl e e 02

. malls eastcowrtnear = >
Marshall Field's. : W

“We.asked that all %
letters bein an i
unsealed envelope,” 2
+\ said Denise Mils,
? | Westland Shopping
.\ Center marketing
;.\ manager. “They

i} were read to make
£\ sure they were
...¢-\ appropriateand |

*+\ for security pur- - j

‘l‘ leon;a Franklin High School graduate Shannon Davis Is all smiles as she performs a routine during a recent Detroit Pistons-Miami Heat Game

Westland woman helps fire up Plstons fans

| BY SUE MASON As a member of the team, Davis performs at all of the ' Shopping

b STAFF WRITER Detroit Pistons’ home games. The dance team.also does Center return 5
[ L pre- and postgame activities, make public appearances and address was :
oy When the Detroit Pistons square off against the Miami does charitable events. _ . —, stampedon . - by
L ' Heat at the Palace of Auburn Hills at 8 p.m. tonight, The latter fits in with coach Rebecca Girard’s vision for ore ;e'wed- the outside &
| Shannon Davis will be there, the 16-member team. Her motto is “make a difference” and include B om EmilY of the
| And the 19-year-old Westland resident will have one of her mission for Automotion this year “is to change the way ©one so\d\e\' od in CUTSIVE f envelopes. »
D the best seats in the house, on the hardwood at the edge of = people feel by being the best role models possible and by which was St parden ity And that’s
. the court. _ helping in the community, like never before.” Cha adwick © of where the ser- -

vicemen sent their responses. )

Girard was a member of the inaugural Automotion team.
' The mall received the letters last week, both

[ o “It’s a dream come true,” said Daws, a rookie member of ]
' ‘ She has been dancing for 26 years and coaching for 19. She

Automotion, the Pistons’ dance team. “I want to-dance,

| either perform on stage or anything I can get. I never .from men in the same battalion, and now they're hop- ’
I dreamed I'd be on Automotion.” : ‘ PLEASE SEE PISTONS, A4 ing to find the girls who prompted the soldiers over- i
3 ‘ ’ ‘ . : o seas to write back. i

o - : ' : ' - : , One soldier included the letter he received, which - 4
| ' : S : : — | Wassignedin cursive from Emily Chadwick of Garden

At age ]00, he's ready to celebrate more | =

T

The other serviceman’s letter, however, didn’t con-
tain the first note that was written locally. The service-
. man’s letter was simply addressed to Angela, :
“I arh hoping that we can publish the letters to let -

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

A smile plays at the corners of John Lya.ll s
mouth as he tells anyone within hearing dis-
tance that his family is all invited to the next
birthday in 100 years.”

On June 5 he reaches 2 milestone, he'll
turn 100. And of course, there’ll be a ce]ebra—

_children and three great-great-grandchildren

tell me,” he said.

His family - he has two sons, John and
David, and two daughters, Frieda and
Doreen, 16 grandchildren, 29 great-grand-

~ will gather at the Stark Road Gospel Hall in
Livonia to celebrate,

Lyall was born on June 5, 1904, in Fife,
Scotland. Even today, almost 75 years since

- emigration to-Canada, He left behind his wife

An eleetrician in the.coal mines in
Scotland, he depended en overtime to make
ends meet. When the overtime was cut, Lyall
accepted the governments: offer to assist his

Florence and baby daughter Frieda who fol-
lowed him a few monthslater.

Once in Canad4; he found there were no
jobs to be had, but he ended up assisting a

people know that not only did the letters get through,
the soldiers really appreciated them,” Mills said.
lelys letter looks ag if it was written by someone
who is just learning to write in cursive, It sa.ys‘
“Dear Soldier, ‘

I'm writing you this letter to you to tha.nk you for
serving U.S.A. Thank you so much, :
from Emily Chadwick

- Garden City, Mi.”

S

his coming to the United States, there’s stﬂl a
hint of an accent when he Speaks

tion.
“Yes, there's going to be a party; or so they ~

S A e R i 2,5

PLEASE SEE 100, A4

i

" PLEASE SEE LETTERS, A4
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_cyclists are getting in shape
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Blcycllsts stage ride to raise awareness Gillies remembered as
good friend of Westland

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASS!
CO&RESPDHDENT

' Shahidah Muta of Westla.nd
Jomed about 200 other bicycle
riders who rode 12 miles on
Hines Drive recently in
remembrance of those killed or
injured in bike riding accidents
and to draw attention to road
safety rules

The ride is part of a nation-
wide  program, Ride of Silence,
to raise awareness thatr:ychsts_

" Muta understands the need.
Last year, she saw two people
hit by motorists while cycling
on Hines Drive.

' Motorists sometimes holler
oitt their windows that the
cyclists should use the side-
walk, she said, adding that
they probably think bicycle - -
riders are homeless and can ‘1
afford a car,

“Or, they're jealous” that the
“Tonight we number many, but

and sticking to their goals, she  ride as one, 1n honor of those

said. ‘ not with us .
Muta said she believes the Sherry Zimmerman of
biggest problem is that . Plymouth showed up in sup-

port of a co-worker whose
cousin was killed in a bicycle-

motorists and cyelists can get
so focused on where they're

going and thinking about related accident two years ago.
somethmg else that they don’t " Jim Sharples of Center Line’
pay attentmn to the other s noted that most drivers are

needs. cousteous and give cyclists the

“You don’t do :. entzona}- right of way. He said it's the

| LOCAL NEWS |

PHOTES BY ADRIENNE VRODMAN
Participants in the Ride of Silence stay on the shoulder of Hines Drive as cars passed by durmq the 12-mile.ride.

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

George R Gﬂhes Wﬂl be
remembered as a dedicated
Westland gity employe oL’
humor and conipassion.
endeared h:m 0 'those who
knew him. . .-

“I loved the guy,’ former
Mayor Robert Thomas said. -

“He was jisst o great guy” =~

Mr. Gillies ~ retired deputy
mayor and-former parks and -

recreation ‘divéctor - died -

Tuesday after battling cancer..
He was 70.

Serving nearly a decade as
Thorhas’ deputy mayor, Mr.
Gillies became the longest~
serving appointee to that c:ty
posmon .

+ “He was & good deputy
mayor,” Thomas said. “He

% always tried to put a positive -
. '% spinonthecity. Hewanted

¢ people to think of Westland as
i apood city and a positive city.”

Mr. Gillies led the charge
with Thomas to create the city’s
Salute to Excellence awards for
Westland’s best mother, father,

i teacher and high school senior.
§ Thomas - and now Mayor

Sandra Cicirelli - honored the
winners during State of the

- “Secondly, he was an extremely

the parks and reereation
department,” Griffin said.

conscientious person who ,
waited to make sure the _]ob S
was done right” T

Mr. Gillies always tried-to
coax Thomas into golfing,
although the former mayor L
always preferred fishing dunng L
his leisure time. '

“The first time I ever golfed
was with George, after his first =
bout with cancer;” Thomas :
said. “He was always trying to
get me to golf while I was in
office. The only two times I've
ever golfed have been wrl:h
George.”

Griffin recalled how Mr
Gillies treated the people he- -
encountered. ‘

“He was caring and compa.s—
sionate, and he always tried to
treat people with dignity and
respect,” Griffin said. “He also
had a great sense of humor. He
could speak to small groups
and large groups of people, and
he had the ability to 1nsp1re
them.”

Griffin credited Mr lehes
with improving the look of the
Bailey Recreation Center dur-
ing his tenure as parks and -
recreation director, ‘

City Personnel Director ke
Keith Madden found in Gillies’

:‘!,..._—.-

Y, said Muta, WhO cycles some  exception when motorists hog City addresses.
,300 miles a'year. - the road or put cyclists in dan- “George really got thmgs personnel file a stack of more

.“There needs to bea lot ger. i rolling with that, Thomas said. than 50 letters and cards that
more bicycle awareness,” said Osowski rides more than M. Gillies often served as Gillies received as a show of
Tina Kangas of Walled Lake 3,000 miles annually and at 1 master of ceremonies for appreciation for how he helped
who took part in the ride. She  least 2,000 of those miles are ¢ events such as the State of the  others. - _
i¢ a friend of the boy who was ~ on Hines Drive. Recent deaths £ City and the city’s Christmas “He was a good friend to
riding with Todd Schoenheide,  of children on bicycles draws i tree-lighting ceremony. have,” Thomas said. “We kept
the 17-year-old Northville High  even more attention to the i “He was really good atit,and in touch after we retired from
School student-who was struck  need of safety awareness, i heloved doing it,” Thomas office” L
and killed by a drunkeri diiver ~ Osowski said pointing to i said. “Heliked to see people Mr, Gillies is survivéd by his .- : -
while riding his bike on April Schoenheide andtwo other " happy” wife, Janet; children Kathy
10 incidents a couple of weeks i A Canton Township resident, Cripe, David (Ann) and’

. Before the ride began, eveiit  ago. i M. Gillies started his city - Richard; sister Marilyn Gillies;. b
orgamzer, Jeff Osowski, asked Devon Walton of Detroit was tenure in 1970 as a part-time and grandchzldren Derek Kyle, coL T
the bicyclists to take a moment  struck by a motorist on , : ‘ athletic instructor in the parks . Abby and-Annie. - ° L
to look at the people around Mother’s Day while riding his Organizer Joff Qsowskiasks the bicyclists to take a moment to ook aithe and recreation department. He Services were Friday at St
them. bike on East Canfield in people around them as part of the preparations for the Ride of Silence in later became a softball supervi- Mary Catholic Churchin =

“Sta.tlstlcally, next year one Detroit. The same day, a 9- Hines Park. sor and was appointed parks Waype. Burial was-at -
of us won't be here;” the year-old Inkster boy, Jayvon E ‘ and recreation director'in 1986  Knollwood Cemetery -
Livonia resident told the Lowe, was riding his bicycleon  right at you when you're cross-  admired him he had a respon- by then-Mayor Charles “Trav” Memorial contributions may !
crowd. Beech Daly when he was ing the street and drive rightin  sibility to wear head gear and  Griffin. _ be made to the Amencan i

- In 2003 there were 622 struck and killed by a motorist.  front of you. Bicyclists are sup-  be a good example. _ : ‘ - Cancer Soc:ety f ERE LS
bicyclists killed in the United Osowski said he hopes the: posed to follow all the same He agreed and the first time “As a city employee, he had e ot
States and 46,000 reported local Ride of Silence will rules of the road as cars, he wore it, the helmet saved ~ tremendous people skills, -dclem‘@oe.ho'mecomm.net'-| (7?;2_1-) 9535110 s
being injured. become a yearly event to let because they are vehicleson - him from an accident with a which I knew was necessary in R S -

“We want to share the road,”  “automobile drivers know the road. They have to go with  tree branch. -]
Osowski, 42, said, “That'swhy  we're out there and we're try- the traffic and you can get tick- Some riders were moved to
we're here. I read about it in ing to follow the rules. eted tears as they remembered DEATHS
the back of bicycling magazine “Hopefully, drivers will fol- Thie Rev. Joe Bonno of St. friends and family members 8
and sent an e-mail and found low the rules and look out for:. . Mijchael' Lith who died in cycling accidents. J E. Blake. 68, of P " o
out there was no one involved' * us just like we are lookingout ~ Canton said. the*importaﬁtf .+ Theresa Flaga of Warren d_a:jn;s 19 ake, b5, of Fontiac,
in Michigan organizing rides. I for them,” he said. thing for everyone to remem-  held up poster boards by the fed May 12. ¢
decided you only get out what Osowski cycles for the phy51- beristo “always be d@ware * side of the road as the cyclists =~ Barbara "Joan” Smith Caro, 83
you put into the community cal fitness benefits and prefers whether }fou re ndmg or. drw- passed by. It read: “We Are. di ; Pira zzoar! mith Laro, B3,
and decided to organize the riding a bike to running, ing” . Riding for Those Fallen.” It ted May cz. D
ride” because there is less impact on He said he recently had a listed names of bike riders who Nicholas Dunchock 90 of -

" Before the pack of riders left  his knees. poignant lesson of the i impor- . - have been killed. ' B Ic urasl d :"lf 0 died Ma M 23
the pavilion in the Nankin “It’s noncompetitive,” he tahce of wearing helmets. “It’s very sad we have to do oortleld Hilis: ée Nay 3.

Mills area of the park, Osowski  said. “And you get to see alot.  Women in the churé¢h © something like this to showthe - Eleanor E f Livorta. died - ;
read a poem, “The Ride of of nature. T've had plenty of- 'approached ‘him and exple.medf’: public we deserve rights on the M ea;é  kngerer, ot Livamia, gl For the Record appears in every
Silence” It began with, close calls. People will look  that since the chlldren " road, too,” Flaga said., ay io. . edition of the Observer s Egcentnc

’ ' ‘ o T . . o Newspapers. -

: d}':;ehf:;"ze‘ﬁ Grzebik, of Livonia, Comptete paid obituarres chn be - ‘
R Lo l . H found inside taday's Community L:fe J
({DhWES?LﬁNE} ; o Announcing S Willard H. Hahn, 82, of Madeira, n Passages on page (3. ,

. gewer : Ohio, died May 21

: ]ENN]FER A. dStzv;n A Heath, 30, of Pontiac, Stefanie A Nowak, of Westland,

: ied May 14. : died May 25. : i

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD A
. Stephen T. Herr, 41, of Waterford p

C)GANEIT HOMETOWNLIFE.COM WINEGARDEN 9 D.O. Township, died May 1 Margaret G. Plagens, 75 of

. . . - C Farmington, died May19. " - -

CET . has joined Dr. Paul Thomas Raymond J. I(mckerhocker, 65, of Karen M. Pruitt, 62, of Rochester: -

-~ HOW TO REACH US : JoIne o - ? ‘ =
s ‘ 0 E c in the practlce of Family Medicine - htgd;t;g'ton. formerly of Canton, died Hills, died May 18, s :
Susan Rosigk | Frank Cibor in. Westland M : Frances Skolarus, of West!and
Executive Editor |- Retail Sales Manager Ronald Peter Miles Sr., 59, of died May 22.
5 {134)9593-2100 | (734) 953-2177 : Tallahassee, Fla,, died May 14. Dennis Norman-Styers, 60, of
k®oehomecommiet | fcibor@oe homecomm.net - Dick J. Milter, 76, - - Westland, died Mav__16. .
Hugh Gaflagher |- Cathy White Preventaﬂve & Mary Neary, of Lwoma died May Liffian L. Werner of Plvmouth di
Managing Editor- | Retait Advertising Rep. Comprehenslve 22, May 21. .

. . (1349532149 | (734)953-2073 ° ‘

l hgaagher@ce hamecomm.net | cwhite®ge.homecomm.net Medical Care :

; Sue Mo ' for all ages e

; ue mMason ; x
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family, the Wayne-Westland schoo! district
may have just what vou're locking for...

Wayne-Westland School District believes
great futures are built on a strong academic
foundation, with understanding, and the

right attitude.

By providing students a safe, caring, nurturing
environment, Wayne-Westland helps them

develop the character, confidence and values
that will open the way to a successful future.

North-Centrally accredited, Wayne-Westland
offers award-winning, innovative scholastic

call 734-419-2096 or log on to

wwcsd.net

Wayne-aﬁ%%w "

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

% @@ﬁs

f-’!F’V

Biy 3, Get 1 FREE
wzth 1ebate
thru 5131105

Ky Evergrems ® Shade Trees @ Vines : -
s Berry Bushes 5 Grapes @ Flowmng Shrubs
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' C'ty's best honored a
BY SUE MASON _
STAFF WRITER )i—_
- -8t
. A check for $500 will come a1
in handy for John LaFaive. A b
- senior at Lutheran High e
School Westland, he has set " i
his sights on attending the R
Brooks Institute of
Photography in Santa ‘
Barbara, Calif, after he ;
receives an associate’s degree s
from Schoolcraft College. i
"LaFaive is the 2005 recipi-
ent of the Joseph F. Benyo o L ,
Scholarship, an honor, he Chamber chair Jade Smith congratulates Jeffrey Kavanaugh, the chamber's o .
admits, he didn't expect. 2005 Business Person of the Year, o :
“I'm kind of surprised I got
it said LaFaive, who received n
an oversized scholarship = 4
“check” during the Westland Ly
Chamber of Commerce’s T} 7
Spring Awards Dinner -, i
Tuesday evening, “It further . i
encourages me to pursue a i
career in photojournalism.” - i
More than 100 people filled B}
Joey'’s Comedy Club in <
Livonia Tuesday to also see SIS ; " o
awards presented to 2005 PHGIOS BY BILL BRESLER | STATF PHOTOGRAPKER -.
First Citizen Gary Bulson and  First Citizen Gary Buison came away with hands ful! of awards and prociamations after being honored as . i
Business Person of the Year Westland's 2005 First Citizen. - 3:
Jeffrey Kavanaugh. , , PO
The Benyo Scholarship is in x times I carry theiflag, but 1 just mioved into a new 5 v
honor of tl?e late Josephri?. MU[E thaﬂ 100 peuple filled theres 30 pzople be%ind me aome .. in Westland,” he said, 4
Benyo and recognizes an indi- ’ s carrying the bigger picture.” *1 couldr't think of moving to ;
vidu);] who is pursuing an art, Juev $ CDmEdy Club in Bulson was f %q}ur?ding another community, ¢ i i
imaging or photographic S member of the Westland Westlandg definitely is the o i
career, ’ Livonia Tuesday to also $8¢  Rusiness Owners Assaciation  place to he” T
For LaFaive, it was the and the SPARX Foundation A Westland police officer b4
glamour of fashion photogra- awards preseﬂtEd tg 2005 {Sports, Parks And and Reditu]‘, Kavanaugh was R 4
phy that caught his eye and, . e Recreation for Kids), raising praised for his involvement in o
when he heard about the First Citizen Gar ¥ Bulson money for local park pro- the chamber as an exceutive o
classes offered at the William ) grams, He's cirrently the vice  board member and as vice i
D, Ford Career Technical and Business Person of the president of SPARK. He also  chair of finance and opera- N i
Center, he decided to give ‘ has served on the Westland tiens. 4
them a try. Year Jeffrey Havaﬂﬂuqhs Festival Committee as well as Hehas been co-chair of the g |
"L heard about the great the Salvation Army Advisory  chamber’s Holiday Taste Fest " i
work peing done there,” said . Council. for two years and sponsored ; e
LaFaive, crediting teachers i He also is active in the Winterfest Bowling every Lutheran High School Westland senior John Lafaive holds a mock $500 Lr L
Jeff Bloomer and Gloria Westland Jaycees and as the year and an after-hours at check he raceived from Susan Benyo as the reciptent of a scholarship :
Joseph in encouraging him to video of fortner students talk-  chapter president of the Marvaso's Italian Gl named in hongr of her late husband, Joseph. o i
pursue a career in photogra— ing about the center and their  organization led the group to And his support reaches it i
phy. careers, Candela said. national honors in 2003, out to nonprofits - the Response Team. from: U.S. Rep. Thaddeus P
“He has done an exception- “T know this will serve vou The recipient of the 2002 Westland Rotary, Westland 1 conldn't put it on without  MeCotter, R-Livenia; State ¥ ﬁ%
aljob,” said Cindy Candela, well in your future career,” she  Business Person of the Year Community Foundation, the help from the people in Sen. Laura Toy, R-Livonia; ‘ ;
placement coordinator at the  said. award from the Westland Westland DA RE. golf ous- this room,” said Kevanaugh in - State Rep. Glenn Anderson, PR
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truck driver after dropping in
at the Walkerville Hydro Plant.
He made $12 a week.

The Lyalls stayed in Canada
for a year before coming to
Detroit where he eventually
got ajob as a skilled trades-
man at Chrysler’s Highland
Park plant. He worked there
for 31 years.

“He’s been retired longer
than he worked there,” said his
daughter-in-law Candy Lyall.

Lyall still recalls their first
home in Detroit - 8450
Auburn. He bought it “cheap,”
for £5,550, he said, The family
also found a storefront church
and became active in it, help-
ing to build the West Chicago
Gospel Hall.

In 1963, they left Detroit and
moved to a home on Nancy
Street in Livonia where they
helped build the Stark Road
Gospel Hall on Stark Road
south of Plymouth Road.

He and Florence eventually
moved to a townhouse in
Westland. She passed away
shortly after they celebrated
their 70th wedding anniver-
sary in 1996, and Lyall has
stayed on there. He prefers it
that way.

He still drives, although lim-
iting his time behind the wheel
to daylight hours, 2nd does
some cooking, according to
Candy. Lyall is quick to
respond that “I know how to
fry bacon and eggs.”

While in Scotland, Lyall
worked and went to school
twice a week to study a trade.
He ended up going to the
University of Edinburgh one
day a week until he decided to

leave for Canada. When he left,
his father and sister Jean came
to see him off, his mother
wouldn't come. Since it wasn't
his time to board the ship,

- they left to get some tea,

“But they weren't quick
enough,” Lyall said. “The ten-
der came to get me to take me
to the ship, it must have been
ear y”

The Lyalls did return to
Scotland two-three times and
saw more of the country than
when they lived there. They
stayed with relatives, but now,
everyone they knew has passed
away.

“I was the baby of the family

*and they're all gone,” he said.

“There were six kids, three
boys and three girls. One left to
go to Africa and we lost con-
tact with him, We were the
otily two to leave the country”

He also recalls that
Florence's father had the only
car in the village, but at the
time the big thing was motor-
cycles.

“They didn’t have electric
starts, you had to run and
jump on them,” Lyall said.
“Youd drop the handle, release
the pressure and away you'd

And his dad had the only
telephone in the village during
World War I.

“He had to make sure no

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHDTOGRAPHER

John Lyall breaks into a smile, talking about the many things he has done duing his fife, The Westland resident turns
100 on June 5.

light came from the windows
because the zeppelins were -
ovetrhead looking for the capi-
tal, Edinburgh, to bomb,” Lyall
recalled. “T heard their drone
but [ never saw them.”

On the top of a hatch in the
dining room is a small rocker
that reminds Lya]] of his wife.
When he gets to missing his
wife, he gives it a rock or two.

As for his longevity, Lyall has
credits just one person - the
Lord.

“He’s been good to me,” the
Westland resident said.
“Every'thmg I have is because
of hlm

smason®og,homacomm.net | {734) 953-2132
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The letter she received back
was from U.8. Army Sgt. David
Ninmmo. His letter says:

“The support we recejve
helps get us through long days
away from our families. Thank
you and the many others back
home in the USA,

Sincerely,
Sgt. David Nimmo,
U.S. Army in Irag”
The other mystery letter was

written to a girl named,
“Angela.” It says:

“Dear Angela,

Thank you for your thought-
ful letter. And for the prayers,
Sorry it took so long to write
you back. I trust you had a very
good school year: Enjoy the
summer and take care. Tell all
your classmates we say Hello.

Take care

Sgt. Dennis Weaver

The letters collected at the
Westland Shopping Center
were among a total of 9,500
letters sent from a dozen Jones

Late Wodel Auto Body } }epaih
Priced at 337 Below Warket

-Quick Turnaround

Lang LaSalle-managed malls
in 10 states. Feed the Children
in Oklahoma City inserted the
letters in care packages that
were prepared for troops over-
seas.

“With the recent anniver-
sary of Sept. 11 and the death
of more than 1,000 U.8S. serv-
ice personnel in Iraq, we need
1o let our troops know that we
support them 100 percent and
pray for their safe return,’
Mills said when the letter
writing campaign was
launched.
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She is considering hosting a
similar event in October at the
Westland Shopping Center in
hopes letters will reach service
people during the holiday sea-
son this year, as well.

“We had a lot of success
with it Mills said. “It struck a’
cord with everybody and
everybody could relate. It was
interesting to hear and read
letters from people who either
knew or had a loved one in the
service overseas. There's more
people than we realize who
have been affected by this.”
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is in her fifth year as its coach.
Davis heard about the audi-

tions on the radio and decided

to give it a try. She practiced

" what her dance instructor at

the Point Counterpoint Studio
in Garden City had preached.
“She told me to always be in

- front where they can see you

and that’s what I did,” said the
19-year-old Westland resident
said. “T was in the back, and I
made sure I got to the front so
they saw me.”

Davis has loved dancing for
as long as she can remember
but didn't start classes until
‘age 10. Her mother, Beth,
decided to give into her plead-
ing in hopes its would help
with her “really, really bad
stage fright.” :

It did and now she won’t give
it up for anything, she said.

“The first time I performed
with Automotion was my first
time ever at a basketball game,
now I'm the biggest basketball
fan ever;” Davis said. “It’s not
just the Pistons, I know about
the other teatns.”

. The team practices three
hours twice a week and occa-
sionaliy has extra hours of
practice. According to Davis,
théy learn two-three routines
per practice. Davis estimates
that she has learned at least 50

routines, since attending a
weeklong dance camp last
August. o -
“Sometimes we practice a
routine we need to have ready
for a game the next day;” she:
said. “It can be hectic. Wheni
we have games, I basically
devote the entire day” ;
Admittedly, she’s done her
share of performances in fron
of large crowds, but she's
learned a thing or two about
performing in front of 20,000

_plus people, most of whom-ar

above her head.

“I've learned to keep-my ehi
up,” she said. “I've learn so:
many things since joining :
Automotion. I was almostshé
tered when I was at the dance
studio, Working with Rebecd

has shown me that I.can alwg -

have something‘if Iwantit
enough.

“Tlook up to her alot. Shes
an amazing person. The tean

“wouldn't be what it is withou

her and the captain; Tris‘hia
Crawford.”

While Automotion is her

" dream job, it’s only for ayeat

Davis will have to audition t
be a member of next year's
team. i
“We're one big fa.m}ly, and|
don’t want it to end,” she sail
“It’s amazing, we're so ¢lose
and love each other so ‘;inuch'

smason®oe.homecomm.net | (?3’4') 953

Bill supporting flrrns owned by
disabled veterans gets OK

The Michigan Senate recent-
ly unanimously approved
bipartisan legislation spon-.
sored by Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, which would make it
easier for companies owned by
disabled veterans to secure
stafe contracts.

“Michigan’s veterans have
risked their lives to defend our
nation’s freedom, and many
have the scars and disabilities
to show for it,” said Toy. “As
Michigan’s economy continues
to lag behind the nation’s in the
face of a changing global land-
scape, now more than ever, we
must continue to help these
individuals who have made
such enormous sacrifices.”

Senate Bill 303, sponsored
by Toy, would require that pref-
erence in awarding state con-
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-now fill that void,” she'said.

tracts be given to qua.hﬁed ds—
abled veterans. It would als:
set a goal that not less thand
percent of total state expendi~
tures for construction, goods,
and services are awardedlto .
qualified disabled veterans, -
Under a companion bill; e
Department of Ma.nagement

P ]
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and Budget would be requn'edL _

_ to report to the Legislature *

each year on its progress:
towards awarding state con«
tracts to disabled veterans a.nd
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Toy said similar laws ontk:
books didn’t reqmre meetn{g
goals or reportmg require-*

ments. “That is the wrongmeg. -
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g PLACES AND FACES

Democrat meeting

The Westland Democratic
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 31, at the Dorsey
Community Center, on Dorsey
east of Venoy and south of
Palmer. Officers will meet at 7
p-m,

Carnival time
The Wayne Ford Civic

~ League at 1645 N. Wayne Road

in Westland will host a carnjval
now through Sunday (June 3.
Adult and children rides,
games and food will be fea-
tured. Call (734) 728-5010 for
information.

The civic league also is offer-
ing a dinner for seniors 11:30
a.m. to 3-p.m. Sunday, June 12,
at the league. The price is $8
for members and $10 for non-
members for a buffet dinner
with beer; wine, pop and danc-
ing to live' entertainment. This
event is for people age 55 and
older, Call (734) 728-5010 for
information.

Skating party

Walking with Faith Inc., a
team of more than 100 walkers
and volunteers who walk in the
annual Multiple Sclerosis
Walks, will hold a “Kids FUN -
RAISE for Multiple Sclerosis”
skating party 6:30-8:30 p.m,
Thursday, June 16, at Skate
Land West, 37550 Cherry Hill,
Westland.

The cost will be $10 per per-
son with rentals of $1.50 for
roller skates and $5 for inline
skates. There will be 50/50 raf-
fles, and a PSP rafile. Tickets
cost $1 each or 3 for $5,

For more information, cail

Alecia Harris at (313) 959-
5259.

Summer program

Westland Bowl in association
with the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department will
offer free bowling for kids now
through Aug. 20.

Kids up to 18 years of age
will be able to bow! one free
game per day during summer
hours with a participation
card, available at the bowling
center, 5940 N. Wayne Road. .

The centers also is offering a
free family bonus pa,ckage on
Saturdays.

For more mformatlon, call
Westland Bowl at (734) 722-
7570.

Fund-raiser

Westland residents can buy
frozen pizza, home-style fudge,
gourmet coffee samplers, cook-
ie dough, mixed nuts and such
things as light bulbs and trash
bags without making a trip to
the grocery or hardware stores.

Representatives of
AmeriFund are calling homes
in John Glenn High Schoal
community on behalf of the
Instrumental Music Boosters
as part of a special fund-raiser.

The calls will be made
between 4 and 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday for about three
weeks. The main goal of the
campaign is to complete fund-
raising for new band uniforms,
according to booster and cam-
paign director Barry Hensel.

The proceeds will help cover
the costs of rain gear and
accessories. All products are
guaranteed and will be deliv-
ered to homes free of charge.

Groups honor Toy for work

State Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, was recently honored
by two statewide organizations
for her work on legislation to
protect the health of Michigan
citizens, -

Toy was awarded the 2005
Significant Progress Award
from the Donate Life Coalition
of Michigan for her legislation
to establish the Organ and
Tissue Donation Education
Fund, which became law Dee.
29, 2004. The fund allows
individuals to contribute to -
organ and tissue donation edu-
cation programs when they

renew their drivers licenses. "~ ]

Toy was also named
Legislator of the Year by the
Michigan Dietetic Association
for her work promoting licen-

x - Any FU"
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oming Service ‘
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t really care about your pet

sure for dietitians and nutri-
tionists in Michigan. She spon-
sored legislation to require -
such licenses, which is current-
ly before the Senate’s Health
Policy Committee, Both awards
were presented in May.
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Independent panel would take
politics out of redistricting

n America, it is a crime to rig a_smgle elec-
tion, but to this day it remains perfectly

% acceptable to rig an entire system to advan-
tage a particular political party or incumbent
elected officials, .

The pra.ctlcens called gerrymandermg and
it is pervasive in American politics today,
including in Michigan. ~

Gerrymandeting depriveés many voters of
their voice in Lansing and in Washington,
D.C., and discourages citizens from part1c1~
pating in the elgetoral process.

On Thursday; May 19, along with 41 co-
sponsors, [ 1ntroduced House Joint
Resolution K, a proposed amendment to the

. constitution that would put a
. stop to gerrymandering by
placing the power to draw
state legislative and congres-
sional districts in the hands
of an Independent

Redistricting Commission

{IRC), establishing clear

standards for the composi-

tion of districts, and barring

the commission from using

election results, voting histo-

ry data or incumbent

addresses at any point during
the drafting or adoption of a redistricting
plan.

Michigan’s redistricting system is badly
broken. In the 2004-election for Michigan
House of Representatives, only 18 of 110 seats
were decided by margins of 10 percent or less
and only two incumbents lost their seats.

Since the current redistricting plan was
adopted by the Michigan legisiature, no con-
gressional incumbents have lost their seats in
a general election, noe seats have changed
political party, and no congressional election
has been decided by a margin of less than 16
percent.

It is clear that redistricting in Michigan,
and across America, has become a political
instrument that best serves to protect and
strengthen incumbency and partisan advan-
tage. - .

As a result, elected officials enjoy tremen-
dous self-bestowed advantages in elections.
The bottom line: Voters no longer pick their
elected officials, elected officials pick their
voters and that’s wrong..It’s bad for voters
and bad for our democracy.

My proposal takes the power to draw con-
gressional and legislative districts out of the
hands of self-interested legislators and places
it with an independent commaission that
would be constitutionally barred from using
election results, voting history data and
incumbent addresses at any point during the
drafting and adoption of the redistricting
plan.

A commission approach insulates the

Glenn §,

% Anderso'nl

100% Digital Hearing Aid Technology...
If You Find Yourself Saying,
“What Did You Say?”
...Please Give Us A Calll

Professional Hearing Services, Hearing Aids and
Hearing Testing, Hearing Ard Supphes and Repairs

In the wake of every election, editorial pages
pundits and politicians alike bemoan the fact
that so few Michiganians engage in the

'pohtu:al process. We repeat our mantra that

“every vote counts,” yet the unspoken truth

- is that in many congressional and legisiative
 districts that is simply not the case.

Gerrymandering makes some votes count
more than others and erases the political
power of entire communities.

process from the political temptations that

lead state legislatures to draw partisan gerry-

manders. This type of IRC is a proven
approach for restoring the integrity and pub-
lic confidence in the apportionment and
redistricting process.

Twelve states already use commissions to
draw legislative districts. Six states use them
to draw congressional districts. A number of
other states employ advisory and back-up
commissions.

These commissions have been tremendous-
ly successful and Michigan would be well
advised to consider a similar approach.

Creating an IRC does not advantage one
political party or another. It makes the
process about.the people and not the politi-
cally powerful, It empowers voters and makes
votes count again.

. In the wake of every election, editorial
pages, pundits and politicians alike bemcan
the fact that so few Michiganians engage in
the political process. We repeat our mantra
that “every vote counts,” yet the unspoken
truth is that in many congressional and leg-
islative districts that is simply not the case.
Gerrymandering makes some votes count
more than others and erases the political
power of entire communities,

Reform of the redistricting process in
Michigan is long overdue. I hope readers will
agree, contact their legislators, and urge them
to support my proposal.

Glenn S. Anderson represents the 18th District
{(Westiand) in the state House of Representatives. He can
be reached by mail at 697 House Office Building, 124 N.
Capitol Ave. Lansing, M! 48933; by tefephone at (517)
373-2576; by fax at (517) 373-5962, or by e-mail at glen-
nanderson® house.mi.gov,

Professionol Audloiogy Services

35337 West Warren *» Westland, Mi
734.467.5100
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Palestinian-Israeli conflict
raises question ‘What is truth?”

t is often hard to get a handle on the “truth”
when it is right in front of us.
% You've probably heard the story of the six
blind men who are asked to describe an ele-
phant. One runs his hands along the ele-
phant’s trunk and declares the animal is like
a python. Another feels along the elephant’s
broad side and determines the elephant is a
wall, Another feels his tusk and is sure the
elephant is a sharp spear. And so on.

As journalists, we work to “see” the com-
plete elephant and vinderstand it. We seek
out different sources, we track down different
points of view, but we also try to nail down
facts.

The farther we are from a
subject, the less clearly we
see and understand it, This
is particularly true of con-
troversial happenings half
way around the world, even
though the consequences of
those controversies may
have a heavy impact on our
lives.

Few struggles are more
widely covered and contro-
versial than the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict.

-Hasan Newash, founder and director of the
Palestine Office-Michigan, believes that
American media are biased in favor of Israel.
On Wednesday, he and the Congress of Arab
American Organizations of Michigan invited
local journalists to a lunch at the Al Berdouni
Restaurant in Dearborn to hear from two
people who have studied the issue and
reached a similar conclusion.

The Detroit area is home to a large Middle
Eastern population and a sizable Jewish pop-
ulation. The 57-year struggle over sovereign-
ty, land rights, refugees, reparations and
who’s done more harm to whom have special
resonance because they mean so much to
people who live in our area.

As community newspapers, we do not have
correspondents covering the conflict and
endless negotiations. We cover speeches, "
gather reactions, talk to people from the area.

Allison Weir, a free-lance journalist, is the
founder of an independent research organi-
zation “If Americans Knew.” Her contention
is that the media is seriously biased against
Palestinians: She presented an analysis show-
ing that the news media — specifically, the
New York Times and the three major net- .
works, ABC, CBS and NBC — under report
Palestinian deaths and exaggerate Israeli
deaths. She also argues that even when
reporters file stories that present Israel in a
negative way, news organizations won’t
release them. She offered as an example a
video of the shooting of a young Palestinian
by an Israeli soldier that she claims AP
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“erased.” ‘

Statistics and data are interesting for thelr
flexibility. She said the number of children
killed by Israelis is greater than the number
killed by Palestinians since 2000 (her Web
site uses the figure 680 Palestinian children
to 118 Israeli children) and then proceeded to?
show Power Point slides showing several one-+
on-one confrontations that may or may not
have been provoked.

But, I was thinking, a newspaper or a net-
work would be less likely to run that kind of
story than a story about a suicide bomber
who blows up a school bus or about an air .
raid by Israeli forces that takes down a
schoal. She does argue that the news media
do not do a good enough job of reportmg
cumulative deaths, and without puttmg those:
deaths in context, such figures aren't mean-
ingful. And it’s the context that causes all the 2
problems. Also, the source for the the death
count is debatable on both sides.

Considerably more persuasive and inter- =
esting was Ali Abunimah, a Chlcagoﬁbased efa
writer whose parents are from Palestine
and who is passionate about havingthe
Palestinian view represented. He presented 5
a lucid, vigorous and detailed account of |
the history of Palestinian-Israeli relations
since 1948, and particularly since the col-
lapse of the 2000 Camp David talks. He
also made a strong case that in blint and
subtle ways the national media tend to
favor the Israeli view. He argues that the
long-established Jewish presence’in this
country and their economic power is the
reason for this imbalance, Weir and
Abunimah also argue that the United States
favors Israel diplomatically.

Jewish groups, as one person in the audi- 2
ence suggested, have similar forums for jour- e
nalists presenting their point of wew and |}
their analysis of statistics.

The sad thing is that deaths on both sides
continue. Children continue to suffer, live in
fear and die, And both sides are locked.in ’J;s;,
these military, diplomatic and propaganda
conflicts with resolution in question.

These newspapers don't report on the casu-
alty numbers. We don’t run editorials sup- -
portmg one side of the conflict or the other, s§

‘We're too far from the situation. But we dos:
care deeply about theése people trapped by - ff;
history, by superpower politi¢s, by mistrust, .
by resentment, by artogance, by 1ntra.nsl- )
gence. gl

We do support Newash and his orga.mza— A
tion’s call for accurate and full coverage of thes
issues without favoring one side or the other.
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Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observe
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgal-
lagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone-at (734) 9532149 -
o7 by fax at (734) 591-7279.
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