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Scout project
gives moms
some comfort

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

w moms at Mott
Children’s Hospital in Ann
Arbor have someplace to
rest their feet, thanks to the
efforts of Tim Yrsem.

A sophomore at Wayne
Memorial High School, Yrsem,
with the help of family and
friends, made 20 nursing stools
for the hospital as his Eagle
Scout community service proj-
ect:

“My friends think it’s kind of
cool,” said Yrsem who complet-
ed his board of review earlier
this month and is waiting for
his certificate from Boy Scouts
headquarters before planning
his Eagle Seout court of honor,
probably in June.

“Tim’s cousin was born with a
heart defect last July and was
flown to Ann Arbor, * said his -
dad, Dan. “They had a few
stools there. When it came time
to do his project, he decided it
would be a nice way to give
back for what they had done for
his cousin.”

Yrsem planned, organized
and got donations for the proj-
ect. Northside Hardware ACO
and Nankin Hardware in
Westland, Town & Country in
Garden City and Romulus
Hardware"kelped with dona-
tions.

He used a stool like the one
his sister donated to the hospi- -
tal to make the pattern and
DTR Innovations in Utica
chipped in the plywood.

“My dad works with a guy
who has a friend who owns the
company,” said Yrsem said of
DTR. “He donated the wood
and cut out the pattern. We still
had to do the sanding, putty up
the holes and assemble it

TOM HAWLEY LSTAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tim Yrsem shows off one for 20 riursing footstoofs he made for Mott Chiidren’s Hospital as his anfe Scout

PLEASE SEE EAGLE, A5 commumty service project.
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Plastipak
to get

a tax break

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland plastics compa-
ny apparently will receive a
tax break ity return for invest-
ing $11 million in its manu-
facturing facility on John an,
south of Ford.

Plastipak Packagmg Inc.
officials, in a second round of
talks with city leaders,
appeared Monday to have
support for a 12-year tax
abatement plan that includes
installing a new production
line.

The proposal will likely be
decided next Monday by a
Westland City Council vote. A

‘council majority appeared

supportive during th:e. week’s
talks.

“I don't see any down side
at this point, based on current
economic conditions, in

~ granting an abatement,”

Councilman James Godbout
said Monday.

City leaders halted industri-
al tax abatements in 1993, but
they now fear that jobs could
be lost unless they soften their
stance. ‘

Plastipak employs 251
workers in Westland and is
the city’s eighth largest tax-
payer. The new tax break
would be the fifth the compa-
ny has received since it
opened its local plant in 1983.

City leaders hope that a tax
break will strengthen
Plastipak’s ties to Westland.
The new line also will bring as
many as 15 new jobs to the
company, which makes plastic
bottle containers.

“This is a chance for us to
be proactive,” Councilman
William Wild said Monday. -

If approved, Plastipak will
receive a Tax-abatement only
for yiew &quipment, or per-
songl property, that it plans to
instal}k, Theé company would
get An $870,000 tax break

- over 12 years. However, it still

would pay nearly $1.1 million
in new taxes during the same
period.

The company will have two -

years to install its new equip-
ment, but Thomas Mellnick
Jr., senior tax manager, indi-
cated that the expansion
could occur as early as

August.

Plastipak has never threat-
ened to pull out of Westland,

" even without a tax abatement.

Siill, a local tax break would
virtually ensure that the new
production line would be .
started here, rather thanina
Plastipak facility elsewhere,
Mellnick said. ,

“I would be very surprised,
if not shocked, if the project
didn't end up here,” he told
city leaders Monday.

Godbout worried aloud that
denying a tax abatement
could result in the Westland
plant gradually hecoming
more of a warehouse than a
manufacturing facility.

Ultimately, he said, such a
decision could lead to the
local plant’s closing - a risk
that city leaders dor't appear
ready to take. >

Council President Charles
Pickering has said that city
officials stopped giving out
tax abatements in 1993, dur- °
ing better economic times. He
has said thet officials have
started reconsidering the
stance in hopes of keeping
companies and jobs here.
dclem@oe homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110

'40s-style dance aids soldiers

Offluals probe cause of fires

BY OARRELL CLEM: -
STAFF WRITER  *

A Westland committee has embarked on a
plan to help wounded U.S. soldiers return-
ing home from Iraq and Afghanistan.
Westland City Councilman Robert
ottlemyer, committee leader, has
announced a “Back to the 40s” charity
danee scheduled for 4-11 p.m. Sunday, June

. 5, at Burton Manor in Livonia.

“TI've always been ticked off at what hap-
pened to the troops when they came home
from Vletna.m and the way they were treat-

Ced)” Stottlemyer said. “I didn't want the

troops coming home from Iraq and

- Afghanistan to feel like nobody cares.”

. The *40s dance will cost $30 a person.
Stottlemyer said it will feature the Glenn
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Miller Orchestra, an Andrew Sisters-style
group called Satin Dolls and the U.8. Army
Reserve Band.

All military branches will be represented,
including several soldiers wounded in the
latest conflicts involving U.8, soldiers.

The cities of Westland, Garden City and
Wayne already have adopted proclamations
endorsing the event. The Livonia City
Council has indicated it will give a vote of
support, and committee members also plan

- to approach Redford officials.

.

“This is for a great cause,’ Stottlemyer '
said.

The chanty dance will benefit two organi- -
zations - the national Wounded Warriors

‘Project and the Westland-based Veterans

i’LEASE SEE DANCE, A4

"BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland firefighters battled two large brush
fires Sunday on the city’s northweést side, but offi-
cials couldn't say whether an arsonist was to
blame.

“Theyre deﬁmtely susp1c1ous * Deputy Chief
Kevin Riley said. “Basically, all brush fires are

© suspicious, but it runs the gamut from careless ,
smoking to intentional” -

Firefighters from three stations fought a brush
fire that burned five acres near Johnson
Elementary Sehool, southeast of Hix and Joy -
roads. They fought the blaze from 2:50 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m.

The fire didn’t damage the school q)r injure any
people, Riley said.

Firefighters from two stations battled a two-

acre brush fire that erupted just before 4 p.m.
behind Anthony’s Pond subdivision, on Hix Road
between Joy and Warren. They doused that fire
within 45 minutes.

The fire didn’t damage any homes or injure
anyone, Riley said.

“Tt’s very difficult to pinpoint how these kinds

.of fires are started,” Riley said.
Anyone convicted of setting brush fires could +
. face pena.ltles ranging from prabatlon to several

years in prison.

Authorities don’t have any suspects; nor can
they be certain that the fires wére started by an
arsonist. ]

However, Riley said anyone who has infdrma-
tion about Sunday'’s fires is enconraged to call the
Westla,nd Fire Department at (734) 4~67~3201

RN
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Big tlppers

Customers
surprise
waitress
after fire

BY KURT XKUBAN
STAFF WRITER

For most waitresses, tips
come in the form of a couple
of bucks and some change.
Although Gina Garlough,
who works at Bob Evans on
Ford Road, has certainly
received her share of those,
she wasn’t quite prepared for  Waitress Gina Garlough at Bob Evans in Canton is alf smiles. Several of
the gratuity some of her cus-  her requiar customers chipped in after her apartment caught fire.
tomers handed to her a cou- :

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ple of weeks ago. me. When they don't come options, but it seems when
The group of Bob Evans in, I miss them,” said people just get together for
regulars, who call them- Garlough, who livesby her-  one cause it's easy to get
selves the Breakfast Club, self. ‘ something done,” he said.
- helped raise about $1,700 Bob MeCausland, who Canton resident Mark

for Garlough after she lost owns the nearby Max Auto Wellman also makes a daily
many of her possessionsina  Service on Lotts, wasone of  stop at Bob Evans on his way
Feb. 21 fire at the Franklin the people who spearheaded  to Detroit, where he is presi-

Palmer apartments on the fund-raising efforts. He  dent and owner-of

Palmer Road near Morton said Garlough is well liked Camtronics

Taylor. Ironically, the fire and a great person, and has ~ Communications Company.

happened just three days earned the respect of her He also contributed to the

before she was set to close customers. Garlough fund.

on the purchase of a condo- “Gina was so devastated “T've been a regular here

minium in Westland, which  after the fire. She had no for 12 years and know most

the same customers helped  insurance and she lost so of the girls here. It’s tough to

her find, much. We just couldn’t et see something happen to a
“I lost alotin the fire,but  that happen,” McCausland good person like her, It’s

it could have been worse. said, “We raised more than hard to take it. We had to

The guy above me and $800 in the matter of two help her” he said.

woman next to me lost weeks, and Bob Evans Although Garlough has

everything. I suffered a lot of matched it. Gina is by her- found a new place to live in

water damage. So I've been self, and such a hard worker  her Westland condo, she

lucky... not lucky, but - someone you just admire, said she feels just as at home

blessed,” she said. Not only as a working per- when she goes into work at
Garlough, who was forced  son, but as a friend.” Bob Evans.

to move into the condo According to McCausland, “I really like working here.

much earlier than shehad  most of the regular I worked at Denny’s for a

planned, said she used the Breakfast Club members -- long time and hated, and

money to replace her furni-  about “10 friends who come  swore I would never wait

ture, buy some food and from all walks of life” -- just  tables again. But this place is

other “little things” she chose to give money from different. I love what [ do

needed for the move. their own pockets, rather here. 'love the customers. I
“I was just shocked when than start up a foundatmn or don't ever dread coming into

they gave me the money. the like. work.

They are really like family to “We looked at some other  kkuban@oe homecomm.net
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Taylor man faces sex charges

BY LEANNE ROGERS said Garden City Police Detective Sgt. Ronald .
) STAFF WRITER Umbarger, when Farley wag living at the home
' of the victim’s parents. The vietim's younger age

A Taylor man is facing multiple charges in was a factor in the more serious charges that are
three communities over allegations that he pending in the Garden City case.
repeatedly sexually assaulted a Garden City girl. “This case is only unusual because they

Thurman Charles Farley, 22, is charged with (Farley and the sister) moved,” said Westland .
one count each of third-degree and fourth- ~ Police Detective Sgt. Debra Mathews. “It’s not |
degree criminal sexual conduct in Westland. unusual not to disclose what was happening for

Farley also has been arraigned on two counts  years. They feel guilty. The victim didn’t want to-
of third-degree criminal sexual conduct and two  hurt her sister. There are so many a.spects why '
counts of fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct  they don't tell at this stage.”
involving force or coercion in Wayne. The victim told police that at different times

In addition, Farley is expected to be arraigned  she had been given small amounts of money or”

soon on two charges each of first-degree and gifts and her life threatened to keep her ﬁ'om g
second-degree criminal sexual conduct in talking about the sexual abuse.
Garden City. Scheduled for preliminary examination in

‘The incidents were reported to have occurred  Wayne’s 29th District Court on Tuesday, Farley
over several years continuing through February ~ was released on $1,500/10 percent bond. He
2005 during which time Farley was dating and was then arrested by Westland Police and held
living with the older sister of the victim, now 14.  in lieu of $100,000 cash bond on that case. A -

The victim told police that she informed her preliminary examination in Westland 18th
parents about what had been going on after her  District Court is scheduled for Thursday, April

sister ended her relationship with Farley, who 21,
was arrested in Flint; \
The Garden City incidents happened first, Irogers@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2103

Ist Citizen, Business Person nominations sought

The Westland Observer and
the Westland Chamber of
Commerce are once again
looking for a few good candi-
dates for the 2005 Westland s
First Citizen Award.

Individuals or organization
may nominate and individual
for the award, co-sponsored by
the Observer and the chamber.
Local residency isn’t a require-
ment, and people currently
‘holding or seeking public office
aren’t eligible. ‘

Started in 1986, the First
Citizen Award is intended to
honor a person who has con- |
tributed to the quality of life in
the community and made
Westland a better place in
which to live, work or play.

Nominations should outling
the individual’s service, includ-
ing its impact on the commu-
nity, length of time and offices
held.

The winner will join such
honorees as the 2004 recipient
Reasther Everett, the late i
Joseph F. Benyo, Jo Johnson
and Margaret Harlow.

The deadline for submitting
nominations is Friday, April
29.

For more mformatmn, call
Observer Editor Sue Mason at
(734) 953-2112.

The award is being present-
ed as part of the Chamber's
Spring Awards Dinner on May
24 at Joey's Comedy Club on
Plymouth Road, west of Wayne
Road, in Livonia.

The evening will feature
cocktails at 6 p.m., dinner at
6:30 p.m., the awards program
at 7 p.m. and comedy show,
headlined by Kool Aide, at 8
p.m.

“It's our fun spring event,”
said chamber President and
CEQ Lori Brist. “We have alot
of people come. Joeys is a
chamber member and does a

The First Citizen of the Year Award was created to recognize
an Individua! for outstanding local volunteer community service.
The winner will be honored at the Westland Chamber of
Commerce Spring Awards Dinner May 24,
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Outline of Service » Include the Impact on the community, length
of time and offices held. Use additional sheet if necessary,

Notlce Deadiine for nominations is Aprii 29, 20085,

Local residency-is not required. Those currently hoiding or seeking -
. public office are not efigible,
i Mali Westland Chamber of Commerce, 36900 Ford Rd.,

Westland, M1 48185 or Fax: 734 326-6040

manage or do business in will be the recipient of the - by fax at (734) 326-6040.
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Our team of professional, clockwise:
Jan, Brenda, Linda, Chaz, Cheryl, Sazan -
{not pictured: Audrea) .
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LD.DC HAIRCUT | his clients our services at In-Style. -
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by Good at Sazan’s In-Style Salon gy Good at Sazan’s In-Style Salon | Patricia and Farmly Chas. %

Expires May 31, 2005 Expires May 31, 2005
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Tickets are $25 per person Westla.nd They cannot be an $500 Joseph F, Benyo -
for the dinner and comedy elected official. Scholarship. The award was -
show and $175 for a table of Nominations should lnclude established to recognize a stu~ ;j'
‘eight. Reservations are neces- information about the individ-  dent committed to pursuing an -
sary and must be made by May  ual’s community and profes- art, imaging, media or photog-
.17, sional involvement, awards or raphy related career at college - I .
For the first time, the cham-  recognition’s received and and/or technical school.
ber has a sponsor for its .other pertment information. It is available to both Livonigs:
- Business Person of the Year Last year’s recipient was and Wayne-Westland students g% .
Award which also will be pre-  Mary Carlson of C&M Printing  who are Westland residents. v
sented at the dinner. Gary and Imaging. Nominations for First .-
Bulson and Men on the Move The deadline for submlttmg Citizen and the Business: =
is sponsoring the award which  nominations also is Friday, Person of the Year Award can
has been established to recog- . April 29. For more informa- be sent to the Westland - F
nize an active member of the tion, call the chamber at (734:) Chamber of Commerce, 36900 : '
chamiber that stands above the  326-7222. ‘Ford Road, Westland, MI  + . §
rest. Nominees must own, Also honored that evenmg 48185, They can be submitted !
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Newest member

began.'

Jason Brassfield, 24, has become the newest member of the Westland
Police Department, bringing the numbér of sworn officers £o0 100.
Brassfield, shown here with Mayor Sandra Cicirelli and Police Chief
Daniel Pfannes, took his oath on Monday. Other city officials, police
officers and Brassfieid's mother, Alice, attended the ceremaony at City
Hall, Brassfield was a former Explorer scout with the Westland
department. He later became part of Westland Shopping Center's
security police. He then worked for the Wayne County Sheriff's
Department before accepting a position in Westland. Pfannes noted
that the explorer program has produced ‘many fine police officers, and
we are proud that Jason was able to return to where his career

Friends remember

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Friends who loved her fondly
called her Betty T or Aunt
Betty.

Westland police officers
remember her for the little dolls
she made and sold to raise
money for the DARE (Drug
Abuse Resistance Education).
program. ‘

And political candidates
recall how she would spend her
own money on postcards that
she would mail to friends,
encouraging them to vote,

Betty J. Talmadge, 77, who
died Monday, will long be
remembered as a woman who
gave to her community,

“Betty was a very special per-
son, both within my personal
home and within the city of
Westland,” city Councilman
Richard LeBlanc said.

He recalled how Talmadge
was involved in organizations

FRRE
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Betty J. Talmadge, 77, who
died Monday, will long be
remembered as a woman who
gave to her community.

ranging from Oddfellows to
Business and Professional
Women.

“And who could forget
DARE?” LeBlanc asked. “Each
vear she designed a DARE doll
and raised money for the
Westland DARE program.”

As a friend, Talmadge would
often bake pies for LeBlanc.

“On more than one occasion,
she would call me and say that
she had filled my pie tin - in
other words, I should go over
there real quick before someone
stole my pie,” LeBlanc said. “I
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POOR SLEEP?

Markarian to push d

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Cynthia Markarian has spent
the past year on the Livonia
Board of Education, and she

‘hopes to be elected to her first

full term in
May.

Markarian
was appointed
to the post after
Trustee Terry
Godfroid-
Marecki vacat-

- ed to take a seat
Markarian on City Council
last vear. The 35-year-old
mother of three works as a vice
president at DFCU Financial,
dealing with information tech-
nology. :

“I wanted to be involved in
the community,” she said. “I

- thought it was a good fit.”

Her husband is a building
supervisor at the Western
Wayne Skills Center, and his
family is very involved in the
district. Markarian has lived in
the district since 1998.

She believes that the biggest
issue facing Livonia Public
Schools today involves the

just found that she was a real -
treasure. I really, really will
miss her, as will my wife,
Cheryl”

State Rep. Glenn Anderson,
D-Westland, praised Talmadge
for continuing as a community
volunteer inte her 60s and 70s,
even though getting around
became more difficult as she
got glder.

“She was a tireless volunteer,”
Anderson said. “She didn't
believe in just sitting back and
letting things happen. She was
a very good friend. I told her
son (Charles) that she was like
a grandimother to me. I'm very
thankful for Betty Talmadge.”

Anderson recalled how his
daughter Melissa, now 24,
would be invited as a young
child to a candy-making get-
together at Talmadge’s house.

“She would invite kids to
come over and make candy,”
Anderson said.

Anderson’s daughter recently

Lo Lo

If you are a woman 45-55 years old, with an irregular or stopped menstrual cycle and you
sleep poorly, you may qualify to be in our laboratory sleep research study.
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budget, and funding coming
from the state.

“No Child Left Behind is a
really good idea,” she said, “but
it’s not funded well. They were
really trying to close the gap
between low-achieving schools
and higher-achieving schools. |
While I understand what their.
goal is, the process is not work-
ing”

Markarian said if she were
elected, her first goal would be
to ensure schools “have a voice
in Lansing.” “I want to let them
know how their changes are
affecting us,” she said.

Programs she would
strengthen, should money be
available, include Reading
Recovery. “Kids learn at differ-
ent rates,” she said, adding that
more help should be available
for those struggling with read-
ing. She’s also a strong sup-
porter of the music program,

almadge as special

took her own children - son

Logan, 8 months, and daughter

Mackenzie, 2 ~ to visit
Talmadge.

“Melissa was really glad she
did that,” Anderson said.

Services for Talmadge will be
at 1 p.m. Friday at Uht Funeral
Home, 35400 Glenwood in
Westland. Visitation will con-
tinue 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. today
{Thursday) at the funeral home.

Friends may visit a Web site
and leave a tribute to Talmadge
by logging onto www.uhtfuner-

ome.com.

Talmadge, wife of the late
Ear] Talmadge and mother of
the late Gary Talmadge, is sur-
vived by sons Richard and
Charles (Jill) Talmadge; daugh-
ters Kathy (Tom) Kanable and
Deborah (the late Glenn)
Lewis; sisters Kathryn Wilson
and Dolores Rasmussen; 12
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren,
delem@oe.nomecomm.net j (734) 953-2110
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istrict’s ‘voice in Lansing’

Editor's note: This is the
final in & series of candi-
date profiles for Livonia
Public Schools Board of
‘Education candidates.
District voters will elect
two people to fou/year
terms in the Tuesday, May
'3, election.

and would like to see it
restored.

Markarian would not sup-
port selling off any ¢f the dis-

trict’s vacant property, because -

she said “you’ll never get it
back.” She agrees with the
methods that are already being
used at some sites, like leasirig’
property and making it avail-
able to the community.

When it comes to neighbor-
hood schools, shes said “the
last thing I want to do is put
my 5-year-old on a bus.”
Markarian recognizes how dif-
ficult it is to close a school and
consolidate. But she can’t rule
out that possibility, should it be
the best option. The demo-

graphics committee is current-
ly researching that and other
options in the district.

“People become very
attached to their schools,” she
said. “We have to do things
that make sense” '

Markarian supported the
board’s decision to hold a spe-
cial February millage election -
a choice some other candidates,
have cited as a poor use of
about $40,000,

She said if the millage was

. delayed, summer projects

would've also been delayed.
And she didn’t want to take
voters for granted by assuming
the millage would pass in May.
Markarian holds the dis-

triet’s curriculum and pro-
gramming in high regard. Asa
new board member she met
with the curriculum director to
learn about grade level expec-
tations and how curriculum is
translated at each grade. “I
think we're on the high
achievement side,” she said.
“We could always do better”

scasola@oe.homecomm.net
{734) 953-2054

"FOR THE RECORD T

DEATHS

A
Millie Aronson, 77, of Garden City
died March 1B.
c
Dr. Phitip Cohen, of Paim Beach
Gardens, formerly of Detroit,
F
John J. Fodermaier Jr., 90, died
April 7, in San Antonio, Texas.

Linda L. Hutchinson died April 12.
K
Allie Kirtley, 80, of Garden City,
died April 8,
i M
James Arthur McGraw, 77, of
Petoskey, died April 10.
P

Carol Lee Palarchlo 72, of Goodrich,
formerly of Clarkston, died April 5.
R

Lavon {'Neal Robertson, of
Bloomfield Hiils, died April 10.

Vernon C. Reid, B0, of Clarkston,
died April 11.

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. :

Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Community Life
in Passages on page C5. .

Y
Roberta Jean Nichols Yakel, 73, of
Plymouth, died April 3.

i
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Jamboree shows science, math can be fun

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Science and math can be
fun and exciting. No, really.

“When people hear a term
like chemical reaction, they
think ‘really boring,” said
Donna Ferguson of Plymouth
Township. “But, I'm trying to
show kids how chemical reac-
tions relate to their daily
lives.”

Ferguson was one of nearly
500 people from Pfizer
Corporation who put on 37
science and math demonstra-
tions as part of the Science
and Math Jamboree (SAM-
JAM) at the company’s Ann
Arbor headquarters last week
for nearly 1,500 eighth-grade
students.

Ferguson, who also talks

" seience with students at

Isbister Elementary in
Plymouth Township - where
she has iwo children enrolled
— admits that scientific terms
can sometimes get in the way
of a good message.

“If you ask for an hypothe-
sis, you get this weird look
like ‘oh boy, she’s talking sci-
ence, What's for lunch?” said
Ferguson, who conducted
demonstrations for students
in the What Is a Chemical
Reaction booth, “But, if you
say ‘what’s your educated
guess, they can all answer
that question.

“Alot of it is verbiage to
maintain that interest and
spark,” she said. -~

That’s why Ferguson relates
chemical reactions to situa-
tions like eating breakfast,
drinking coffee and walking
the dog,

At the Tastes of Distinction
booth, students learned there
are many different kinds of
cells anid nerves that con-
tribute to the total sensory
experience of taste, and that
taste and smell are definitely
linked.

“We talk to them about
taste buds and map the taste
buds on their tongues, and
how smell is important in
their taste,” said Sherry Bright
of Canton Township, a project
manager at Pfizer. “We have
them taste sweet and sour lig-
uids and then map where they

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Victoria Jones of Slauson School gets her tonque dyed by Pfizer's Marjorie Eshoo of Westland to hefp predict how sensitive Victoria is to bitter tastes.

strongly feel sweet, or sour or
salty”

Bright said eighth-grade is
a prime time to get the inter-
est of students in science and
math; and ultimately careers
requiring those qualifications.

“The kids are either losing
their interest in math or sci-
enceat that point, or they
may be leaning toward it,”
Bright said. “In all the demon-
strations we try to relate
something to our personal
jobs, or some of the other sci-
entists jobs, so they can get a
feel there are exciting things
in the research industry”

Pfizer information scientist

Marjorie Eshoo of Westland
remembered the effect on her
by an eighth-grade science
teacher who made science
fun, which led to a college
degree in chemistry.

“By doing things like SAM-
JAM, it shows science can be
fun and cool,” said Eshoo. “If

kids like to challenge them-
selves, there are a lot of fun
and challenging and puzzling
things to do in science.

“A lot of people think yon
have 1o be some mad Ph.D,
scientist to be involved, but
you don’t,” she added. “You
don’t have to have an
advanced degree to get into
an area of science you may
like, We have people with
high school diplomas and
associates degrees,”

For 13-year-old Chelsea
Gallagher, SAMJAM was defi-
nitely a suecess in showing
science and math can be fun.

“I thought this was a pretty
cool idea,” said Gallagher. “I
used to think science was
pretty boring, just a lot of
writing and reading. But, I
found out you can really do
hands-on activities.”

As for the so-called studies
that indicates girls lag behind
boys in math and science

Look who’s taking you
- to the Max.

Balan
$25,000 to $500,00G) 3.00%

Savin ce  APY
] 24, 1.50%
X 0.25%

"$5,000 to $24,999
Less than $5,000

Fifth Third
MaxSaver
Account

_Donna Ferguson works with Emerson School students on common chemical
reactions during the science fair sponsored by Pfizer.

studies, Gallagher believes and learn faster,” she saidi
that’s a myth, :
“I think girls are better

because we're more precise

Chamber hosts
special luncheon

Westland’s top adm1n1strat1ve professional will be honored dur—
ing a special Westland Chamber of Commerce luncheon 11:30
a.m, to 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 27, at Johnny Carino’s, 35613 ‘f
Warren Road. ‘

An award for Admmlstratlve Professional of the Year will be
given out during the chamber’s Administrative Professmnals
Appreciation Luncheon.

Cost is $15 for ¢émployers and $20 for administrative profes-
sionals. The cost includes lunch and dessert and an apprematzon

gift for the administrative professionals.

For more information or to get a nominating form, call the
Westland Chamber of Commerce at (734) 326-7222.

tbruscato®oe. homecomm.net
(734) 4592700
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.Get on the ball.

- provide all the services for free .

- rate donations with helping to

' 1nfor1nat1 on about the auekion,

sto show suppert for troops -
- regardless of whether those
- attending favor or oppose U.5.

" Afghanistan.

DANCE

FROM PAGE A1 - |

Haven ~ that are dedicated to
helping soldiers and their fam- |
ilies with housing, food, day- |, ]
care, handicap ramps and |
other necessities that they |
need but can’t afford. '
“I want to say a word on.
Veterans Haven. Ikno_w they..

~ 100 percent that goes in goes

out,” said Garden City '
Councilman William Kaledfis“
“Please try to attend. Its
important to the returmng sol—
d1ers "

Stottlemyer, wife Betty and
other committee membeis
hope to sell out the 1,800-seat
Burton Manor and raise as
much money as possible'to
help wounded troops.

They're advertising the event
by putting up posters around
the area, and senior citizens at
the Westland Friendship
Center also made pin-on but-
tons to promote it.

Stottlemyer credited corpo-

cover the event’s costs.
Moreover, other proceeds will
come from ticket sales and a
silent auction organized by -
comimittee members Georgia.
Becker, Jo Johnson and Pat
Mitchell. ‘

On Tuesday, Becker said bids
already are being accepted and-
will continue throngh the
evening of the “Back of the
40s” dance. ’

“Right now, we have 38
items {for bid) in the book,” =
Becker said, “We're still getting
items donated, and we've
already had some peopIe bid-
ding on different items.

Some items include four
Detroit Tigers baseball tickets .
with free parking; a gold ring;
Meadow Brook Theatre tick-
ets; an $100 tab for Mary
Denning’s Cake Shoppe;
Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts tickets;
Showcase Cinema passes; a’
$225 gold bracelet; a T-shirt
autographed by racecar driver
Bobby Rahal; and autographed
pictures of rager Richard Peity
and actor John Travolta,
among many other items,

“I just wrote John Travolta a
letter, and he sent a picture,’
Becker said. “Isn’t that coal?
Everybody has been really gen-
erous in gwmg items for the
silent auction.” v

To bid on items or for m_ fe'

call Becker at (734) 729-1605.
AOtganizers say that the

“Back to the 40s” event isn't

intended as political, but only

involvement in Iraq and

Veterans Haven President
Vince Berna sent out a letter |
seeking support for the char]ty
event.

"You may not agree with the
war;” he wrote, “but we must
support the troops.” ‘

Tickets are available at
Burten Manor, 27777
Schoolcraft, Livonia;: the _
Hellenic Cultural Center, on
Joy east of Newburgh in _
Westland; at Veterans Haven .
Outreach Center, 4924 8, :
Wayne Road in Wayne; or by ;
calling (734) 721-4594.

dclem@oehomecommaiet | (734} 953-2110
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..prices that are
out of this waorld!

Saturday, April 16, 2005
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10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p
 FREE Internet Banking
| . R e Great Rates Every Day
WALK-IN Over 80 Sou 'l'we-'-‘(qﬂ;t(-‘rn Michig
31 VISIT www

| Wayne Ford Civic League Hall in Westiand
1645 N. Wayne Rd. ¢ 1 block south of Ford Rd. {M-153}.

an Locations

__ TRUCKLORDS of BARGAINSI |
). New Computer Systems with CD Burner starting at $299. 95 _

g » DVD Burners on sale » New DVD Drives for $35 or less
* DVD-R for 99¢ (in lots of 100} < Used GD-ROM as low as $5
« GDRE-DVD Combo $70 or less e Ink Refilis lower than TV advertised. prices,

* 17” Monitors as low as $55 « Lowest prices on New flat-panel monitor

alses@hotmail.com

CALL 1-877-5

- NEW BANKING CENTERS NOW OPEN' o
Grosse Pointe Farms, Grosse Pointe Woods, Ypsilanti, Detroit - East Jefferson, Detroit - Gratiot,
Bloomfield Hills (on Telegraph just south of Maple), Ann Arbor, and Roseville

Fifth Third Bank

Workmg Hard To Be The Only Bank You'll Ever Need?

*Annual PercentageYield APY) accurate 3 of 0172415, $50 Mm:mum depasit required to apen an account. Rates may change afier account s opened Fees may raduce
earmings. $25 fee i accountis closed within 6 manths of spening, You must have a Fift Third Platinam, Club 53 or PCA checking acceunt, Maximum acoouni deposi
cannot exceed $500,600. Valid at participating Southeast Michigan Fifth Third Banking Certters onfy: Fifth Third Bank reserves the right to refuse any depasit. Not avallable for
commercial and non-nprofit accounts. Fiftn Third and ¥ifth Third Bank are reglstered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC. 2 Equal Housing Lender

QEQCBI1 4587
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FROM PAGE Al

For the Wayne resident, getting the
donations was no easy task, According to
his father, he has struggled with dyslexia
and getting a Badge like c1tlzensh1p was
difficult.

“Sometimes, I had my doubts, bu_t
Tim's been really conscientious and -has
stuck with it,” said his father, “He would
rather be doing something else, but he:
kept on. It kind of became a family, eﬂ'ort
although he did do all of the work..

Cf the 21 merit badges he’s earned to .
date, Yrsem's favorite was learning how -~
to care for and use a shotgun, The hard-
est was communications, and that was a
difficalt part of his project.

“I had to call people,” he said. “I don’t
like tdking on the telephone and that
made t difficult for me.”

Yrsenm started in Cub Scouting at age 8
and joired the Boy Scouts at age 11. A
membe; of Boy Scout Troop 1742 of the
Church #f Jesus Christ of the Latter-day
Saints inWestland, the 16-year-old is
followingin the footsteps of his older
brother Dynny, who earned his Eaj
Scout seveal years ago.

Danny stts a positive example for his
younger brither who already is contem-
platiig howmany more merit badges he
wants to ean. For every five badges past
the rank of Fagle, a Scout earns a pa]m
Danny has five palms.

“I plan to g& more badges to earn
palms and heI} with the younger Scouts; .
I've got to bea\tmy brother,” Yrsem said.

According tohis father, Yrsem is one
of three Eagle Souts in the troop which
has 16 members. There's also another
young man worki;g on his community
service project anafive Life Scouts, one.
rank below Eagle, e remainder of the
troop are new Scout:,

.For now, he can relx and wait for his
court of honor and cdigratulatory letters
from far and near.

“Danny got a whole binch of them,
said Dan. “He got one fron Al Kaline
and the president, and Tll) is looking
forward to that.”

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (134) 953-22
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Coffee Hour

State Re. Glenn Anderson, D-
Westland, will have a coffee hour 9-
10:30 a.m. Monday, April 18, at the
Big Boy restaurant, 6360 N. Wayne
Road at Hunter.

Citizens are welcome to discuss
issues and/or concerns with
Anderson who holds the coffee
hours the third Monday of the
month.

- Power Soccer Clinic

The Westland Parks and
Recreation Department will hosta
Power Soceer Team Clinic 2-5:30
p.m. Saturday, April 23, at the Bailey
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford.

Power soccer is a team sport for
individuals with disabilities who use
power wheelchairs. It is the first
sport designed specifically for power
wheelchair users. The game is usual-
ly played in a gymnasium on a regu-
lation basketball court. Teams of two
power wheelchair users attack,
defend and maneuver an oversized

ball into a designated goal to seore
+  points. '

_ The clinic is designed to bulld a
Westland power soccer team. For
more information, call Margaret
Martin at (734) 722-7620, Jerry
Frick, power soccer executive in
Atlanta, Ga., at (770) 654-0714,
Alan Pomranka of Michigan
Wheelchair Veterans at (517) 490-
3893 or Ken Britton at (734) 595-
4157.

Earth Day

Scout groups, classes, church
groups, home school groups, civic
clubs or preschools looking for an
Earth Day activity can adopta
planter box outside the Bailey
Recreation Center. The plating wili
take place 4:30-6 p.m. Friday, April
29, For more information, call the
Bailey Center at (734) 7 227620,

Garage Sale
More than 80 garage sales all in
the same place at the same time m

Michigan's Play System Supersore
Best Selection.. More Brands. Compare &ayel

Qave € ddke's Jungie Jye
EUhTo of Now 41088
§ You Save 4639
¢ Sale End 4/17/05
[ Gannot combine with any other promotion.

" The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop -
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PLACES AND FACES

the parking lot west of Westland
City Hall, 36601 Ford Road, next to
the Police Department. For further
information about how you can

reserve a spot, call Margaret Martin

at (734) 722-7620.

Night Off

Parents looking for an evening out
should circle Friday, Apnl 22, and '
June 3.

Those nights the Westland Parks

‘and Recreation Department and
Hoops Stars Basketball and .
Academic Tatoring will oﬁer
Parents' Night Off. .~

Parents can leave their chﬂdren at
the Bailey Recreation Center 6-10
p.m. both evenings and-enjoy a
night out while the kids-enjoy a
pizza dinner (c¢hips-and a beverage
included) and two activities. The
choiees include basketball, cheer-
leading, math games and arts and
crafts, and kids can choose the same
activity for both sessions.

The event is for children in first-
through eighth-grades and cost $20
_for one child per night off or $35 per

child for both. Register by April ng
for the first night off and by May 30
for the June 30 program at the -
Bailey Recreation Center, 3351 Ford.

For more information, call Ron
Levin at (24:8) 496-3268.

Spring bazaar

The Edison Elementary PTO will
have its Spring Bazaar 6-9 p.m.
Wednesday, April 20.

The bazaar will feature a collec-
tion of 25 vendors, mostly direct-sell
businesses like Tupperware, DK
Books and Party-Lite candles along
with a few cash-and-carry vendors
selling jewelry, denim purses,
stamped greeting cards and other
fun items. There will also be a bake
sale held in conjunction with the
bazaar, which will be held in the’

EYTIL.

No children will be allowed in the
gym, however, baby-sitting will be
available. Edison School is at 34505
Hunter, Westland.

Ist& 2nd Mortgages

Debt Consolidations, Personal and Automobiles

Low Rafes No Fees  Fast Results!
Call Toll Free!

U,sing your home to get money is easy.

rom home improvements and debt consolidation to coliege tuition. Even
23, AcCess your money anytime with convenient chacks or with Standard
2 are 1o closing costs and the interest may be tax deductible” Applying
_is quick and easy\ Simply call (87

visit staﬂoardfedeh thank.com.

stop by any Standard

ABN AMRO

" Golf Outing, Shunkwiler:

srmart, eonvenient way 1o

ederal Bank branch or

Standard Federal Bank

Golf outing

The Westland Rotary Club will
hold a Centennial Golf Celebration
Thursday, May 26, at the Golden
Fox at Fox Hills in Salem Township.
The outing with have a scramble
format and 11 a.m. shotgun start. It

“includes 18 holes of golf, lunch and -

beverages at the turn, door prIzes

$600 for a foursome. Sponsorships
also are available. For more infor-
mation, call Dr., Kim Shunkwiler at
(734 728-5533, Tom North at (734)
421-1300, Todd Blevins at (734)
425-7766 or Capt, Matt O’'Neil at-
(734) 722-3660.
To register, send a check, payabl]
to Westland Rotary to the. Rn

Chiropractic Health Center, 597 8
Wayne Road, Westland, MI 48185, -
Proceeds will benefit the Salvation
Army and Westland Rotary chari-
ties.

Big band concert

The music of Count Basie, Duke
Ellington, Glenn Miller and modern
jazz will be featured when the 15-
piece Paul Keller Orchestra per-
forms 7 p.m. Saturday, April 23, at
O’Leary Auditorium.

Tickets are $16 per persen and the
proceeds benefit community proj-
ects by Garden City Rotary and the
Garden City Foundation for
Educational Excellence.

Get tickets in advance from Peggy
Sexton at American Speedy Printing
on Ford in Garden City, Tickets also
will be available at the door.

Poker Tournament

The Westland Jaycees is sponsor-
ing a Texas Holdem Tournament
and Vegas Night Saturday, April 16,

. at the Bailey Recreation Center,

36651 Ford, The tournament starts
promptly at 6 p.m. and runs until 11
p-m. Register at the door for $50,
beginning at 4:30 p.m. There will be

“0ff and running

no rebuy-ins during the tourna-
ment.

The Vegas Night willopenat7
p.m. and include blackjack, Let It . -

Ride, Holdem and seven-card poker.

Food, beer and pop also will be
available. For more information, call
(734)228-0400 or by e-mail at

- wlholdem@yahoo.com.
and afilet mignon dinner and ba.n- o Ve ndOI' fa Ir
! quet L
The costs is $160 per golfer or -

. St. Damian Church is inviting
arishioners and their friends who

‘have home-based businesses to par-

ticipate in a vendor fair 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, April 30, at the church on
Joy Road east of Merriman.
Vendors that will have exhibits
and/or products include Arbonne

Tuternational, Logenberger, Princess

Jouse Crystal, DK Books, Pampered
ef and Party Light & Creative
emories. For more information, -~
1 Ritaanne Felezak Otto at (734-)
“425-8970.

'

North Brothers Ford and the City |

of Westland are sponsoring the sev-* -

enth annual 5K Fun Run and Walk -
Saturday, May 14, for the benefit of
the Karmanos Cancer Institute. .

Runners and walkers collect
donation in advance of the
race/walk which will start at 9 am
at the Bailey Recreation Center,
Prizes and recognition will be
awarded to the top three females
and top three males in seven age
groups — ages 1-10, 11-19, 20-29,30-
39,40-49, 50-59, 60 and over.

The pre-registration deadline is -
May 7 and T-shirts are guaranteed - -
for all registered by that date. The
registration fee is $12 for students
age 18 and under and %15 for adults.
After May 7, the fee is $18.
Registration starts at 8 a.m. on race
day. For more information, contact
Erin Jackson at North Brothers Ford
at (734) 524-1232, Registrations can
be sent to her attention at the deal-
ership, 33300 Ford Road, Westland,.
M1 48185. Checks should be made
payable to North Brothers Ford.

- 734-453-5500

www.plymouthnursery.net

(%RING OPEN HOUSE

NURSERY

and GARDEN CENTER
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Unique cost effective solutlons for
your remodeling, specializing in:

Kitchens « Bathrooms + Basements
Cabinets + Counters - Fixtures
Plumbing < Ceramic Tile_ and more

Caii for a FREE estimate:
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Frank Turner, known to
viewers in metro Detroit as an
investigative reporter and a co-
anchor at WXYZ-TV Channel
7, considers his most meaning-
ful recognition to date to be his
growing reputation as
“America’s First Evangelical
Anchorman.”

On Thursday, May 5, Turner,

an internationally recognized
evangelist and Bible teacher,
will discuss his faith 2nd the
part it has played in his life
and career at the 31st annual
Livonia Community Prayer
Breakfast in Burton Manor.

- Buffering abuse as a child,

Turner was on his own at age
14 and starting a 25-year

addiction to alcohol and drugs.

He juggled his habit with jobs
in television, starting as a pro-
duction assistant at a Chicago
station, which led to reporting
jobs in Omaha, Nashville, New
Orleans and, eventually, an
anchor spot at Channel 7.

By 1998 Turner was fired,
broke, severely depressed and
immersed in a lawsuit filed by
an ex-fiancee. In the summer
of 1999, Turner began attend-
ing church services, and in
August of that year he was
baptized, which he says, put an

" INFORMATION CENTRAL

If you enjoy television shows like

CSl. Forensic Files, and Cold Case, you .

also may enioy reading true crime
backs, Whether you are already a fan
omnew to the genre, the William P.
Faust Public Library of Westland has
sdmething for you.

*0ne reason that people read true
crime s to learn about historical

eyents. The Lizzie Borden Sourcefook.

isrone such book. In it, David Kent has
cempiled actuat newspaper articles
frbm before, during and after the triai
ag well as transcripts of actual court
testimony.

= Jack the Ripper is another infa-
mous criminal that has fascinated
people for over a century, Although
mibst everyone has heard about him,
hé was never caught and there s stili
ng agreement on who Jack the Ripper
really was.

=The library has many books about
him and his crime, some presenting
facts and others, including Patricia
Cornwell's Porirait of a Killer and
James Tully's Prisoner 1167: The
Madman Who Was Jack the Ripper
make a case for the real |dent|ty of
the man.

sAnother reason for reading true
ciime Is to get a more complete story
about current events than ong would
gét from reading the daily news. Qne
e¥ample is 23 Days of Terror which
was written by Angie Canon and the

stm‘wﬁ of U5, News and World Réport” ™.

The?book is 3-start-to- fmash chronicie

un,ee-
Wisze
oS
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e
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of the Beffway Snipers in Washington,

.DL. Anyone wanting.to know who.the. .
_team recently returned from
. Saginaw with the gold medal,

criminals were and how they were
caught cari:find it in this book.

0f course, no one can taik abiput
true crime writing without mentioning

~Ann Rule. Shie has written more than
20 New York Times bestsellers includ-
ing The Stranger Beside Me, the Story
‘of Ted Bundy and Rule’s unknawing
friendship with this seriat kitler,

New to true crime and just want to
see what it's al; about? Ann Rule's
True Crime Filés are bbaks consisting
of several shorfer storiesand are -
great for pedpie with limited time or -
pecple who jusi want tosee if the
genie is for them without committing
to an entire book. it you would like to

browse our true crime section stop by

the tibrary or calt (734) 326-6123 for
more information.

Adult Book Discussion Group: 7
p.m. Tuesday, April 19.
The pame of the book for this -
meeting is Plainsong by Kent Haruf.
. These are informal open forum discus-
.sion, Pledse read the hook before
attending. No registration required,

Third-Fourth-Grade Book Ciub: 7
p.m. Wednesday, April 20.

Taik about books, make new friends .
. field wireman training at

and participate in cool activities, This
month's book is Nim's /sfand by Wendy

" Orr. Register-and.pick up a copy of the.

bookfrom the Children’s Desk,

end to h1s addiction and
depression.

The theme of this year’s
breakfast, which takes place on
the National Day of Prayer, is

_ “Shed His Grace on Thee.”

Also featured will be the
Livonia Youth Choir, directed
by Melissa Lloyd. The choir
will perform a variety of music
ineluding “Sing for Joy," by
George F. Handel and -
“Everytime I Feel the Spirit,”
arranged by Robert Thygerson.

The Livonia Prayer
Breakfast is a version of the
National Prayer Breakfast held
annually in Washington, D.C.

Churchill's Gratia

Churchill High School’s
Gratia Legio Winter Guard

earning first place in their divi-

-sion,

The team competed against

+ 16 other Winter Guard groups

in Michigan Class A.
“Our hard work and dedica-
tion definitely paid off,” said

. Kim Fallows, participant. “It
- feels amazing to be No. 1 out of

16 other gnards, Winter Guard

' was & great experience.”

Gratia Legio includes 14 stu-

~

TV's Turner, youth choir featured at prayer breakfast

Inaugura.ted in 1953 by some
members of the United States
Senate and House of
Representatives, these events
are now held in many states
and cities throughout our
nation.

The Livonia Prayer
Breakfast was initiated in 1975
by an ecumenical group of citi-
zens and continues as a volun-.
tary spiritual communion. Its
focus has been on bringing
inspirational speakers to com-
municate positive, faith-filled
principles that will inspire peo-
ple to think globally and act -
locally.

Legio earns title

dents who spent the season
practicing twice a week and
competing on weekends.
Gratia Legio includes Churchill
seniors Kaitlyn Moran, Christy
Casper, Maria Silva, Megan
Boltz, Sarah Hettel, Danielle
Christie, Kim Fallows, Melissa
Smith, Churchill juniors
Brittany Blaskay, April Maas,
Colleen Newsome, sophomore
Erin Cummins, and freshmen
Brianna Malyn and Cayla
Yuhn, Carolyn Barta, a
Churchill graduate, coaches the
team.

IN THE SERVICE

Jeff Nichol, the son of Chuck
and Cindi Nichol of Westland,
is currently deployed to Camp

; Fallujah, Iraq.

A Marine lance corporal, he

- entered the service on March

19, 2003, through the Delayed

 Enlistment Program. He grad-

uated from boot camp at Parris

' Island, S. C., on Sept. 12,
- 2003, and went on to Marine

combat training in North
Carolina in October 2003 and

Twenty-nine Palms, Calif,. in
February 2004.
He was deployed to Haiti

. March-June of 2004,

Jeft Nichol

SPRING GARA_ _.E SALE DE AL
" Having a garage sale? Look what
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any LARGE COMBO at our
Concession Stand

Qne caupon-per family < not valid with other coupons
No caskl vg!ue;ﬂﬁerﬁxpyps 5;5:’05

THE MAGIC OF Mov&:s & MORE

EMAGINE CANTON - 39535 Ford-Road, just East of 1-275
EMAGINE NOVI - 44425 W. 12 Mile Road,
- 1/4 Mille West of Novi Road
graging-entertainment.com

garage sale stuff:

you I;%get with your garage sale ad:

3290_
For starters, yuur5 -Jine ad will cost only
Then we’ll send vuu a FREE garage sale klt filled WIth great

 Signs © Balloons ® Price Stickers
» 2 pages of great advice for having a sugcessful
sale e inventory sheets

plus!

Tads
l\lllf’arﬂfww\m

~ 1800-579-7355

Be sure to ask about our Online Map-.'t
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**One coupon per perso

ARESTAURANT
PIZZBERIA

R i 1940 4

Take-out / Cate

Take-out Only

"$2.00 OFF ANY 8 SQUARE
CHEESE PIZZA.

*Ctfer not valld with any other coupon or discount,
per pizza, per table.

Restavrant / Bar / Take-out”
Detroit 313-892-9001 % Warren 586-574-9200
- Farmington Hilis 248-855-4600 # Livonia 734-261-3550
- Dearborn 313—562 -5900 % Auburn Hills 248-276-9040

Pointe Plaza 313-884- T400

Royal Oak 248-549-8000 % Bioomfield Hills:;?48-645-(]390 y

o FREE BUDDY'S 4-Square Cheese Pizza . . |.. .
plus a Buddy's Discount Card |
. 2 FREE passes to Emagine Theatres :

.i-
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:( R I ::; {. . ¥ B ) | b {
1 Grand Upemng’Specsal o 0
I (Reguiar Prices: Adults §11; Kids/Seniors $9) I

Jockey unveils line for
home shoppers; Westland
has new dmlng optlon .

UNDERWEAR TO
OUTERWEAR

Shoppers need not head to.
the mall to buy active and
loungewear ariy longer. Joanna
Krenk, a Canton resident, has
recently become a consultant
for a brand new line by Jockey,
called Person-to-Person.

The company, which came
into existence Feb. 1, now
offers an exclusive line of at-
home merchandise featuring
everything from women’s
underwear to men’s
loungewear.-Even baby and
toddler items will be available
in May.

Part of the service involves
worrten’s bra fittings. “Ninety
percent of women wear the
wrong bra size;” said Krenk.
After all, she said, comfort is

Jockey Person-to-Person mer-
chandise or to become a con-
sultant, call (734) 416-9887%

SERVICE AT STEAK

Westland’s latest additien for
. area diners is about to open its
doors. Longhorn Steakhcuse
will open for business bezin-
ning at 4 p.m. Monday, april
18 at 35400 Warren Roid.

“We are a casual diniig
steakhouse that offers L wide
variety of menu selectpns, and
a fully stocked bar, bch served

“what Jockey is all about.” with out of this worldleg-
This isn't Krenk’s first ven- endary service,” said Manager

ture into home-based business.  Tracee Raglow.

She formerly worked with Business hours wil be 11

a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunlay-
Thursday, and 11 am. to 11
p.m. Friday-Saturday. The
restaurant offers cgfll -ahead
seating so patronywon’t have a
long wait at the {oor. -

. Call (734) 465-4300 for
more informaton.

Discovery Toys, Upon learning
more about the Person-to-
Person line, she became excited
about the idea of selling narne-
brand merchandise, and doing
s0 on her own schedule,

Krenk said the clothing is
sold by one-on-one appoint-
ment or in-home parties.
Women's wear ranges in price
from about $18 to $45, while
men’s-items cost about $16-
$26. The activewear is what
initially interested Krenk, who
considers herself “athletic.”

For more information about

Stephanie Angefn Casola writes
about new and-hanging husinesses
for the Obserer & Eccentric
Newspapers.--mail tips on your new,
favorite Wane County shop to scaso-
la@oe horecomm.net or call (734)
953-2054 -

The right look at the right price.
Grand Openirg Special

134-542-0799 7 Wil Road -
17392 Haggerty Road H P
Livonia ; o
In the Marketplace at College Puk | |2 |5 E]:]j:l
Hours: Mon.-Fri, 9-9; Sat, §-6; Sun. 45 :Eﬁ
r 6 Mile Road

WWW. greatclips com

F——._—_——_T.—-——-———u——m-——ml—-——--]

i ot valid with other offers. Good only af Haggerty Road location. Offer expires 4-30-05, I
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BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

State Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia was in the mood for a
celebration when she walked
into the room at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital in Livonia on Thursday,
April 7. The Senate Bill she
introduced last year, passed the
Senate and House Chambers,
and was signed by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm, creating Public Act
502 - the Michigan Organ and
Tissue Donation Education
Fund.

Michigan residents applying
for or renewing a driver’s license
or state ID card can now con-
tribute to the fund that will raise
awareness about registering
organ donors for the states list.
As of Apyil 1, 2,633 people were
waiting for kidney, heart, lung,
liver, and pancreas transplants in
Michigan. Toy has a special place
in her heart for those in need.
Her brother was disabled until
his death at age 44.

“Experiencing my brother
being sick and knowing about a
family praying to God to help
this 10-year old who would die
without an organ donation, I
knew we had to do something,’
said State Sen. Toy. “We want to
educate them about one day -

slmringsoﬁhmg with some-
one to save a life”

It’s evident that State Sen. Toy
takes pride in the legislation that
amends the state vehicle code to
create the education fund within
the state treasury, The state
treasurer will disperse the
money to the Department of
Community Health with no
more than 8 percent going to the
Secretary of State and
Community Health for adminis-
trative purposes.

Only 7 percent of Michigan
residents are currently registered
on the list. The national average
is 40 percent. Seventeen other
states have already raised hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to
increase their number of denors,

“What more precious gift can
you give to another than the gift
oflife;” said Toy. “A gift of life
donor leaves behind not only a
family that treasures his or her
most generous or noble gift, but
also countless other families and

" other generations that can lead

by his or her example.”

April is Donate Life Month
and with a few simple steps just
about anyone can save a life.
Signing the back of your driver’s
Yicense is not enough. Discuss
the decision with your family so

they know your wishes, then reg-
ister.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

JoLynn Pulliam’s niece
Jennifer had always wanted to
donate but at age 16 she never
got around to signing up for the
registry. She was too busy taking
on the lead rale in her high
school play and being a teenager
until one day tragedy struck. She
was living with her family in
Japan when she suftered a mas-
sive brain hemorrhage.

“When doctors determined
there were no brain waves, my

_ brother and sister-in law

remembered that Jennifer
always said she'd wanted her
organs to go to a donor;” said
Pulliam, a registered nurse and
recruiter for St. Mary’s Human
Resources department.

“She was flown on a ventilator
on an Air Force transport plane
to Seattle and was able to donate
to 5 people including a young

‘mother of 2. Those children

wouldn't have had a mom with-
out the transplant. She touched

'so mary lives, Its important ta

highlight the bill so they know
they have the opportunity to
donate when they renew their
license.”

Pulliam is proud of the fact

that St. Mary E
Mercy was
the first hos-
pital in
Michigan to
train 50 peo-
ple to request £
donations. An E
author of a

Toy

believes so strongly in the need
for organ donations that she
included a section in the fourth
edition of her book released in
January. The book also features
a page dedicated to Jennifer.

“In 2004, four patients at St.

were organ donors which

more than doubled the organ
and tissue donations over the
past four years. But first people
need to fill out a card before they
die’”

Ron Dorogi is alive today
because someone donated a
liver. The 55-year old Canton
resident received the transplant
Jan. 20, 2004. Today he volun-
teers at the U-M Health Center
in Canton. Through April 15 he
will be at the Secretary of State
in Canton to ask people to sign
up to be donors.

“I think the act is terrific,” said
Dorogi. “It promotes something

Granholm nominates Flanagan for education post

~ BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
- STAFF WRITER

A former Wayne County

school administrator has been -

hand-picked by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm as a candidate for
the state Department of
Eduecation’s top job.

Michael P. Flanagan, for-
merly superintendent of
Wayne County Regional
Educational Service Agency
and Farmington Public
Schools, has agreed to be nom-
inated for the job as the state’s
K-12 school chief, In his cur-
rent job, he is executive direc-
tor of the Michigan
Association of Intermediate
School Administrators and
resides in Delta, west of
Lansing.

Flanagan said that if selected
iy the state board, he will try

to reach con-
sensus with a
variety of |
groups,
including the
state board
of education,
the governor
and the
department
of educa-
tion. '

“I'm hum-
bled that the governor thinks
I'm the right man for thé job,”
Flanagan said.

The new superintendent will
replace Tom Watkins, who
resigned following a public
feud with Granholm.

Granholm, who sent a letter
recornmending Flanagan for
the job to{the State Board of
Education President Kathleen
Straus, was particularly

Fianagan

t
.

impressed by Flanagan's lead-
ership abilities.

“He has shown consistent
commitment tg the children of
this state ~ parﬁmularly those
who face barriers in their edu-
cation,” Granholm’s spokes-
woman Liz Boyd said.

The ultimate decision about
who will be the next superin-
tendent rests with the state’s
board of education, The board
can choose from candidates

who have applied for the job or.

they can chogse Flanagan,
Granholm’s recommended
candidate.

Straus has said that the
board anticipates a “quality
pool of applicants” for the
superintendent’s job.

The board will interview the
finalists, who may request con-
fidentiality until they are

named as finalists; in-an open - -

meeting. A decision is expected
later this month or next.

The state’s school superin-
tendent helps shape policy for
553 school districts state wide
and 200 charter schools.

Tused to do as a branch manag-
er at the Secretary of State in
Livonia - to ask people to regis-
ter as a donor”

If someone hadn’t donated a
heart to Jim Jahns in 1994, he
probably wouldn't have lived
ancther 10-years, Unfortunately
when the Livonia resident need-
ed a second heart transplant
plus 2 kidney at age 35, the
organs didn’t come in time to
save his life, In 2003, he had
complications and was in the
process of being listed when he
took a turn for the worst. So far
this year, 46-people have died .

“There are still not enough
people-who donate organs,” said
Jahns, his wife. “There was no
reason for him to die. If every

one donated organs no one
would die”

The most frequent response a
family gives when asked for
donations is no. Y

“They saywenever talked
about it so we're going to say no,
said Tom Byersdoff, Gift of Life -
executive director. “The public .
act encourages people to talk
about it. It’s all about donor edu-
cation awareness. People will be-
asked would you like to donate a
$1or more tothefund” °

For more information, or to
obtain a Gift of Life Organ,

k] eili

' Tissue & Eye Donor Registry -

Card, call Gift of Life Michigan

at (800) 482-4881 or visitthe -
Web site at www.giftoflifernichi-
gan.org.

tchomin@oe homecamm.net [ {734) 953—2145 :
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FRUIT TREES

* Apples  ® Cherries

¢ Nectarines ® Pears
* Peaches

. Plums
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URDAY,
B11:00AM - Egm_\_xlial;ﬁa;s!.m_g" o

Successful perennial gardening in sun -
ot shade. ‘
& 2:00PM - Sense Of Humus i1
Earth friendly fertilizers, makmg & "
using compost, secrets of the soil, soll -
nutrient testing, & B
B 3:00PM Roses, Ros¢s, Roses ',f
Questions & Answers with Mark Polio-
b . from Star Roses ™
Bl 4:00PM Ready, Set, Gol

How to prep your garden bed from soil
up, and gardening tips by Dave Smith.

s Shade Trees® Berry
s Flowering Shriibs ® andwore!
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ens Fruit Trees o Vires ..
Bushes » Grapes }

evisit us at:

run today’s homes.

® Flectronic governor —

these kinds of devices.

empowered.”

With five children and a rural home in Michigan
plugged in, despite what ill winds blpw his way And they blow a lot. “One year, a tree fell onto the
house. Another year we lost power’ m an ice storm for five days — we lived like pioneers.”

Power outages remind us of how much we depend on electricity and how vulnerable we can be
without it. So Deagostino has joined a grovqmg number of homeowners who vow they’ll never feel
powerless again. They’ve installed a residential generator by Kohler Power Systems, a trusted
ir homes and priceless peace of mind. The Deagostino’s
yvide backup power to everything in their home.
are powered by General Motors engines, well known
for nearly a century, and generate aniple electricity to

backup power system that adds value to the
selected a 15 kilowatt (kW) generator to ¢

The 15kW and 30 kW Kohler generators
for their durability in trucks, cars and buses

“In today’s world, the stakes are pretty hl gh,” said
Don ‘Grau, owner of Gen Power, Inc. in W1>.o§n and an
authorized Kohler distributor. “Depending gn where you
live, no power can mean no water, No sump pump to
prevent flooding, No income if you work at/home.”

A commercial-grade Kohler residential generator
automatically restores power in seconds, even if you're
not there. It features digital power and provides worry-
free, turnkey protection for even the most fihicky
electronics. In fact, hospitals rely on Kohler standby;
generators powered by GM to keep life-saving ;
equipment running during outages. |

~ Unlike portable generators that must be plugged in,
started and refueled, standby generators are E
automatically fueled by liquid propane (L.P
gas and are installed permanently outside new or
existing homes. During an outage, an automatlc transfer switch restores electricity within seconds
then shuts down the generator when the grid is back up.

A Kohler Power Systems professional wal assist homeowners in choosmg a unit that fits both
their needs and their budget. Standby automatic generators protect homes, and provide convenience
and assurance that portable generators cannot match.

Industry-leading features include: }

% Low noise — Kohler generators are abdut as quiet as the average ceniral air conditioning unijt —

important in communities with strict noise ordinances.

© Service — Because peace of mind is so
technicians service Kohler units.

A Kohler exclu

startup that can play havoc with sensit

Reliability was important to Deagostino,
parents’ standby generator. When it was hig
opted for the winning combination of Kohler and GM.

Now he awaits the upcoming storm season with confidence instead of dread.

“] have a permanent solution for backup power,” he sa}d “I guess you could say I feel very

i

Never feel powerless again
Kohler generators powered by GM
. provide valueLand peace of mind

L JY3

tornado alley,” Tom Deagostino needs to be

ot patural --

Source: Kohler Power Systems

)

For more information about GM-powered Kohler generators for homes, catl (800) 544-2444
visit www.readywhenneeded.com o f

important when power is at stake, trained Kohler

sive that prevenis sharp dlpS in electrical output' at
ive equipment like computers and other appliances with
microprocessors. Other generators use a mechanical governor that may cause problems with

an engineer, who was frustrated with the quality of his
turn to buy a unit and repIace his parents’ system, he

Watch

from Comeoast.

all with VCR-like control.

Al rights resarved. Offer ands 4/30/05.

QEOB31454

REANE

v

the winning
play six times
In a row.

ﬁm mjast ane of the
advanced fechnologies

> Digital Video Recorder (BYR] - Control
live TV. Pause, rewind, play in slow motion,
create instant replays. Record hours of
your favorite shows with DVR.

> Digital Gabie ~ The most popular cable
networks plus, local high schoot and
college sports. Local broadcast channels
are included at no extra charge.

» High-Definition Television (HOTV) -~ The -
sharpest picture and sound. HD channels
include a variety of cable networks,
premium channeis and broadcast stations.

= O DEMAND - Library of cable shows,
vintage programs, sports, kids’ shows,
news and movies - many for free and

Call ﬁ ®

www.comeast.com

Offer availablo to new residentiai customers In serviceable areas only. Certain services are availahle saparately or as a part of other levals of servics. Standard Cabie
subgeription is required to receive Digital Cable and is Ineluded In the promational rete. Aftet the promotional pericd, standand rates apply. Servicas/programming not

avallable in afl areas; Pricing and programming may change. Installation, equipment, taxes and franchise faes not included. ON DEMAND programming is limited. Sama
QN DEMAND programs subject b chargs indicated at fme of purchace. HDTV service requires a HOTV et (not provided). HD channels provide .
% of HD and non-HD programs. HOTY subscription requites a menthly $5 equipment fez, DVR service |5 avallable for
.$9.95 par month, DVR restictions apply t features, functienality and TV set sapabilities. OVR subscripsion requires an
internal credit screening and may be subject to a deposit. Sendcs Is subject tn the terms and conditicos of the
Comcast Cable Subsqsiber Agreament. Olfer regtrictions may apply. STARZ! and retated channele énd servica
marks are the property of Starz Entertainment Group LLC. @ 2005 Gomeast Cable Communications, LLC.

Now for a limilted time get

comcast Digital Cable

~STA

Just

per month
for 3 months

.comcast

M.

Act 502 draws attention to need for organ donors:

S
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Volunteers help

make city great

Westland’s hlstory is looking good these days. We're
talking about the city’s historic village where its latest
ad‘iitiopé, the Rowe House in December 2004 and the
Qctagon House in April 2002, now have permanent
foundations and new roofs.

The foundations and roofs are the first big steps in get-

' tingg the homes ready to open to the public. That may be

several years down the road, but when they do open the
credit wil] primarily go to the Friends of the Westland
Historical Village. .
This volunteer organization has made it its mission in
life to nurture and protect the city’s heritage. Structures
that in another time or another era would have been
razed to make way for progress are standing tall and look-

.ing good, thanks to the Friends’ efforts.

It no easy task. They've sold T-shirts and coffee mugs,
had tables to sell donated items at the events like the
community garage sale. This week, they hosted an “old-
time” fashion show and luncheon to raise money to help
répair the Octagon House.

* The Friends of the Westland Historical Village are but
one of the many volunteer groups and volunteers who
work day in and day out for the Westland community.
The Friends of the Library have staged their fair share of
book sales to raise money for the William P. Faust Public

. Library, and an untold number of men and women have
. given of their time to mentor young people through the

Youth Assistance Program.

Next week, April 17-23, is National Volunteer Week. .

Sponsored by the Points of Light Foundation, the week is
about thanking one of our country’s most valuable assets
~ our volunteers — and calling the public’s attention to
all that they do 1o improve our country, our state, our
community.

The 2005 theme is “Inspire By Example,” and that’s
what these volunteers do. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank every person who gives of them-
selves for the betterment of the city. To steal a line from
the Master@ard ad, what they do for Westland is truly
priceless,

Keep people as focus
in allocating funds

‘Communities in Wayne and Qakland counties have
begun a campaign to convince the federal government

that Community Development Block Grants it allocates’

are vitally needed.

There’s no time to waste. Plans now call for the CDBG
funds to be moved in the 2006 budget year to the
Commerece Department from the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. The next budget year isn’t that
far off.

While the move is curious in itself, the program could be
wiped out, since there are no plans to increase funding in
the Commerce Department’s budget.

This isn’t chump change. The loss of CDBG funds could
cost $162 million in Oakland County alone.

But statistics and politics aside, the money isn’t goingto
fill a slush fund. Real people will feel the loss of these
furids. It's being used, particularly in older communities,
to help those remdents with low incomes for such things as
home chores and repairs.

Wayne County communities also are usmg the funds for
police and fire programs,

“fn QOakland County, the funds go toward the Main Street
redevelopment program for older commun1t1es law
enforcement and a prescription program.

These are quality-of-life programs, and when residents
can’t provide for t.hemselves, it’s the job of government to
lend a hand. In carrying their case forward, Wayne County
governments have a.pproached Congressman Thaddeus
McCotter.

Oakland communities and agencies, such as Lighthouse
of Oakland County, Haven (a domestic abuse shelter) and
the ©akland Livingston Human Service Agency, gathered
last week to explore their concerns.

One county official called for putting pressure on the
Bush administration. That's exactly what needs to happen.

The way to start is by having a long talk with Wayne and
Oakland county congressional representatives, and our
sefiators. Go-armed with hard facts, along with pictures of
those who need the services the most, After all, they are
arfiong those whom the leaders are supposed to represent.

While southeastern Michigan can lead the way in this
cafnpaign, local officials must network with those from
otlfer states to present a united front with a common goal.

"Gl
P

e

© @bgiver

PUBLISHED THURSDAY AND SUNDAY

€) GANNET
Sue Mason Mariy carry
Community Editor | Advertising Director

‘Peter Neill
General Manager

‘Hugh Gallagher
Managing Editor

Richard Aginian
President /Publisher

Susan Rosiek
Executive Editor

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
Jreaders, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
o  to the business success of our customers.

-

ééoF Bﬁmbs@zaos OBSERYER & SecENTEIC

——

SMM.\.ER

Civic I.eagué on life support

After a battle that has gone on for more
than 25 years the Wayne-Ford Civie
League is now on life support and won’t
make it past 18 months in my opinion.

In October 1981, after being put into
debt by those in charge, Marian
Greenfield was elected president and with
the help of committed people (which [ was
honored to be one of) got the Civic League
out of debt and back on sclid ground
within two years and the two people who
wanted to get the land that the Civic
League sat on were stopped in their
tracks. They weren’t very happy, but they
never gave up on getting that land.

Last year with internal problems, the
court stepped in and made Vic Barra
interim administrator for nominations in
September and elections in October, with
three rulings - the former president
couldn’t run, Vic Barra couldn’t run for
president by way of our by-laws, and the
by-laws in place January 2004 were the
ones that would be used and there would
be no changes in themn until after the elec-
tions and only by the full membership.

I met with Vic Barra late November-
early December for about 90 minutes and
let him talk about what he wanted to do at
the Civic League. Vic said he would
change the by-laws so he could run for
president and that he had signed a letter
of intent to sell some of the Civic League’s
land 1o help pay off its debt.

I told Vic about the courts rulings
(which seemed to surprise him) and that
he couldn’t sell the land since he wasn't
the president. Vie said he would have to
unless I knew where to get that money to
which I said go to the bank and refinance
the loan, since the city did it a few years
ago to which Vic said he couldn’t because
he wdsn’t president. During that time
until the so-called elections, Vic Barra

“kept on trying to change the by-laws and

get himself elected president, but when he
knew that wouldn't happen, he surround-
ed himself with people, knowing that (off
paper) he would run everything,

You see, to get all the Civic League’s
land it has to go under and nothing else
will do and they will pay whatever it cost
to get that land.

I have but a few questions: If the Civic
League is in such debt then why Vie, did
you cheat so much to hang on to it? And
why only the sale of the land would do?
And just how much money do you think
you will get?

The one true thing I will tell you, Vic
Barra, I'm not going away, and if I make -
the connection, you will be going away for
at least five-eight years.

. Jim Davis
Westland

Ford, GM missed chances

‘Where were Ford and General Motors -
Jjust months ago when they sighed that
lucrative union contract with the UAW?
Sleeping?

Now they want the federal government
to bail them out. They need to talk to the
union and beg for some of the contract
back. I guess they thought they were going
to get it all back from the salary people or

LETTERS

the government. CEO Richard Wagoner
at GM says we have a $4 billion burden
that the Japanese don't have. You had that
when you signed the contract. Stop crying
and cut back on your salaries and all your
vice-presidents’ bonuses of millions, Wait
until the Chinese get here. You are going
to love it!

You had a chance to get some of your
health care back from the UAW last con-
tract, but you didn't have the balls to

* address it with Ron Gettelfinger. You peo-

ple at General Metors and Ford run on
100 percent BS.

And to you General Motors. I can't
believe you gave 276 people on the Oprah
Show free cars at a cost of $8 million and
now they are going to pay state and local
taxes on each car at a cost of about $7,000
per car and can’t Tive up to their insurance
obligations to their salary employees. You
people, managers, should be proud of
yourselves. The federal governinent
should make you live up to your obliga-
tions. Shame on You!

Wayne Mirth

“Westland
Two sides to every story

I disagree with your “slant” on your
explanation of what is fairness in journal-
ism.

I can't think of any administration’s
“spin” mastery better than during the
Clinton years. There are always two sides

" to every story, During the Democratic

years of the White House, you - the liber-
al press — were in your glory. Now, you —
the liberal press — don’t like a lot of
things that you hear because you don't
agree. What's the difference between
“slanting news” favoring either the liberal
or the conservative side? It’s just as biased
either way. You talk of 19th century jour-
nalism being either wholeheartedly
Demaocratic or Republican — what has
changed? It hasn’t! ‘

My “epint” on this is that I feel the No. 1
factor in our society that is missing is
integrity. Many people in our society today
riever feel shame for what they say or do

- that is untrue. Pe0p1e today justify and
' rationalize their actions, which is

immoral. I feel the very moral fiber of our
society is corroding.
I am deeply concerned beca.use your

" newspaper will be turned over shortly {or

maybe this has happened already) to the
Gannett Corp. The company that is
responsible for the brain drain from the
ranks of The Detroit News during the
newspaper strike in the '90s. The compa-
ny that tried intimidating people to break
the strike and come and work for them.
And you want me to think that the
Observer (editorially) will be “fair and bal-
anced?” I think not.. :

You have the power to write whatever
you believe because of your position at the
Observer. When I read your artlcles,
rarely agree with your “spin” on a story.

So, this is still what makes America

‘ great. Anyone, even you, has the freedom

and the right to write or say whatever you
want ... and we have the freedom to dis-

" agree.

Maureen Wilkie
. Livonia

Poached frog

Mr. Power’s frog poaching analogy

BT

(“State government continues to bleed our

great universities,” Observer, March 31) is
just as well fitting to be applied to state
government taxing.

As I remember, years ago we had nei-
ther sales nor state income taxes. At that
time, the state government at all levels,
and its financially appropriated benefici-
aries, functioned just fine. Then someone

thought of the idea that money from sales

tax would come in handy, so for start a 2-
percent sales tax was levied.

Money poured in and with it grew the
appetite for more. If there is more money
available, there is always a way to spend it,
and some more. Not too long after, the

sales tax was increased to 3 percent. Then -

we were told that still more money is
needed, but if we object to sales tax

increase by 1 percent more, then there will :

be a need for a state income tax.

Well, some years later a state income tax

was imposed anyway, that on top of the 4-
percent sales tax. Then enacted was
Proposal A, increasing the sales tax even
higher, to 6 percent, in return for the
reduction of homestead property tax.

The reduced property tax continues to

rise with rising valuation. Now we hear ail -

kinds of proposals how to tinker with
Proposal A, how to circumvent its provi-
sions, how to raise property tax even
more, but apparently leaving the sales tax
intact at 6 percent.

The latest suggestion is for broadening

the state sales tax to include services. One -

may wonder where it will end; how scon
will the frog get poached.

In the past, some avid advocates of
more taxing avoided paying recommend-
ed-by-them higher taxes by moving to
other states. But for those of us, obviously
a great majority, with limited incomes,
burdened with all kinds of taxes, evident -
and hidden, who are trying to make ends
meet, every penny counts.

It seems to me the right thing to do
rather than again raising taxes is to reduce
the size of bureaucracy in the much over-

‘grown government, and eliminate waste-

ful fundmg, wasteful spending..

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We weicome your letters to the editor. Please
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include your name, address and phone number - ¢

for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clanty space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, MI 48150

Fax:

(734) 5917279

E-maif:
smason@oe.homecomm.net

QUOTABLE

“The state board determined that it wanted to recognize excellence. We want all schools to excel and you set the

example for other schools. 1 commend you and 'm very proud of you"
— State Board of Education President Kathieen Straus, in presenting the prestigious the Michlqan Blue Ribbon Exemp!ary

Award to the students and staff of Edison Elementary School -
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Detroit's next mayoral | Family time, collaboration
choice matters to us all can improve quality of life:
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or folks who don't Live there, Detroit and its mani-

fold problems often seem of another world, tortured

by layers of mismanagement, racism, poverty and
political corruption.

“Tjust wish it would go away” is a comment I'must
have heard 100 tirnes — and we've all heard even worse.

But, like it or not, Detroit does matter to us all — and,
like it or not, it is not going away. It is and will remain
Michigan’s largest city, with along and distinguished his-
tory going back to 1701, Less thin a century agp, itled the
birth of the mamufacturing revolution that brought
unprecederted prosperity to
Michigan and its workers,

Yet its present condition —
described by a colurnnist some years
ago as ‘America’s first third world
city” - brings shame on our state
and hurts ournational image.
Which is why the August primary
election for mayor of Detroit really
matters. There will be three major
Phil candidates: The incumbent, Kwame
- Kilpatrick; City Council member
Sharon McPhail; and Freman
Hendrix, who was deputy under for-
mer Mayor Dennis Archer,

. Kilpatrick, who at 31 was the city’s youngest-ever
mayor when he took office, has been acting ... well, his
age. Or not quite his age. Many observers consider him
immature and impulsive, not ready for the big time.

There have been many gaffes over his three-plus years
in office - key staffers improperly pulling rank, a fanicy
car Jeased for his family, investigations suppressed and
widespread rurnors of night life funny business. So many,
in fact, that his re-election is no longer a sure thing.

Devastatingly, a pall released last week by EPIC/MRA
found that more than half of Detroiters think Kilpatrick
has accomplished nothing since being elected, and only
one in five voters want to see him re-clected. His job
approval rating is 62 percent unfavorable, while 61 per-
cent of respondents think the city is “on the wrong track”
In a trial heat, Kilpatrick fared poorly, ranning behind
Hendrix and even with McPhail,

McPhail is no stranger to the voters. She’s run for
mary offices, including mayor, since 1993, and was final-

" ly elected to Detroit City Councdl in 2001,

Unfortunately, this is a council that for vears has
ranked right up there as among the silliest and least con-

structive legislative bodies in our state. A friend of mine, a

long-time knowledgeable observer of Detroit politics,
describes McPhail as “mercurial, brilliant, but erratic,
with one set of standards for herself and another for
everyone else.

“She tried to be Fcorse city attorney and a Detroit
councilman at the same time and fought to keep both
jobs, though every court and the state attorney general
told her she was nuts to think that wasn't a conflict of
interest”

Two years ago, she was roundly ridiculed for charging
that Kilpatrick had somehow rigged her electric back
massager on a chair in her council office to give hera
nasty shock. (No evidence was ever discovered that any-

onie had sabotaged her chair:) This year, she has cleverly
gotten Benny Napoleon, the popular former police chief,
to appeartonmmmhm-undfrmepmrmset]mtshewﬂl
appoint him deputy mayor.

Then thereis meanHendnx,whometmthagmup
of HomeTown Newspapers editors a couple of weeks ago
for a conversation about the city and the region’ future.
He is a tall, velatively slim man with a high forehead, salt-
and-pepper moustache and large hands, which he folds
together when not gesturing, During our conversation
(in which be, unlike so many politicians, spoke in com-
plete sentences) he sat on the edge ofhis chair, legs bent
under him, giving the impression of somebody ready to

spring,

Hendrix served for elght years as deputy mayor and
chief of staif, running the city’s day-to-day operations and
aworkforee of 17,000, On his watch the city ran a bal-
anced budget and cut taxes for the first time in years. He
was also chairman of the reform city board of education.

Later, he spent several years as chief of operations for
Strategic Staffing Solutions, a Detroit-based information
technology compary. ] knew Hendrix while he was in
‘the Archer administration and came to thmkhlghlyof
his managerial skills, maturity and comImon-sense vision
for the city.

“The image of Detroit affects the entire pegion,’
Hendrix told the editors, “but Detroit right now is a frag-
ile place. A good mayor can make a big difference, but
Mayor Kilpatrick’s learning curve has just been too
S’mp"’

Hendrix was blunt about the city’s financial situation.
“Banh‘uptcy is imminent unless we get our act together.
Now that isn't entirely bad, becanse the specter of bark-
ruptey can drive collective bargaining with the municipal
unions, who could find themselves faced with a choice
between ne union contract (via a judge’s ruling) or a 50
percent cut in payroll. In any event, we need to reduce
the number of departments from 44:t0 30, but we also .
need to get another 800 or so police officers out on the
streets”’

Yet can Hendrix win, especially given his relatively
low name ID and Kilpatrick’s campaign war chest, now
bulging with contributions from firms doing business
with the city? “Name ID helps” Hendnx said, “but only
if it’s positive, It takes $2 million to win. My goal is to
have raised $1 million by June. And if you get through
the primary, you can raise a ton, Dennis Archer raised
$500,000 the day after he wori his primary”’

Originally, I thought Hendrixs campaign was along
shot. But I now think it just might siceeed, if only
because both Kilpatrick or McPhail have a demonstrated
capacity to self-destruct.

Of course, it along way 'til the Angust primary, but
the recent poll was surprising and encouraging for
Hendrix ... and for anybody who hopes for a better future
for Detroit.

Full disclosure: Philip Power is a supperter of and a contributor to
Hendrix's mayoral campaign. He is aiso the fermer chairman of

HomeTown Communications Network. He would be pieased to get
your reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-

- 4

er@homecomm.net,

fills our collective YMCA hearts with joy
hen we see families spending time
gether. Whether it is at the Boys and
Girls Club, the Livonia Récreation Center or
the Livonia Family YMCA, families that p]ay
together, stay together.

From our perspective, the greater number
of successtul not-for-profits and municipal
opportunities in a community, the better the
quality of life for its citizens.

Collaboration is another
key component improving
our quality of life across
this great nation of ours,
Our YMCA district’s latest
undertaking is our
Physicians for Healthy
Kids, Families and
Communities effort. Under
the volunteer leadership of
Livonia Family YMCASs
board chair Marshall
Kleven and board director
Dr, Mohammed Arsiwala, a
new approach to collaboration has begun,

Working with local physicians, our work
will include beginning programs for children
with asthma, children with obesity and chil-
dren in the 8-14 year age group category. This
is just a start, Programs will also include
weight management (for adults) and alterna-
tive exercise opportunities,

Speaking of program opportunities, our
YMCA district is currently offering more
than 65 program and membershlp opportu-
nitigs. The Livonia Family YMCA is offering
gpring break day camp and spring break
“¥MCA Splash” aquatics. The later teaches
kids/and families to be safer in and around
watbr

hose parents interested in a spendmg
more time with their son or daughter are
invited to try the Y's Adventure Guides pro-
gram. This is a family program designed for a
parent and his or her 5- to 11-year-old child,

Greg
Wolcott

In YMCA Adventure Guides, the parent
serves as a guide in their child’s life. The
child is the explorer.

Parents lead, direct, supervise, mﬂuence ;
and teach while presenting opportunities for .
children to explore the world around them. -
They lead by example as they set their chil-
dren on a path through life. In the early
years, the program is a side-by-side joutney
before children are launched into more -+ ~
advanced, independent activities. Activities
include three camp outs, YMCA fun-nights, a
parade, bowling, roller-skating, pine car
derby and banquet.

Another new program trend is the Ys H1gf1
School Recreation Basketball League. Our "
first try at this program has netted us 10~ "%,
teams. e

With a waiting list already, wehopeto .|
expand to a larger field of teams. This league~**
is designed for boys and girls team participa--*
tion. For further information, call Steve ng S
at (734) 261-2161.

Like recreation centers, local schools,
churches and other community centers, the ™!
Livonia Family YMCA is a safe haven, a des<"*
tination, providing an opportunity for kids, -~ =

teens, families, adults and seniors to come wiri-

together in a safe, fun, wholesome environ--
ment. il

Did you know: NCAA March Madness _}ust e

wrapped up and many people know that bas: ;;
ketball was invented at the YMCA (Dr. Jamgs, ;
Naismith in 1891}, but did you know that volu
leyball was also invented at the YMCA? -
Believing basketball was too strenuous for .,
businessmen, YMCA instructor William ..
Morgan invented volleyball in 1895. The first |
game was played in the gymnasium ofthe = |
Holyoke YMCA in Massachusetts.

Greg Wolcott is the district vice president of the
Livonia Family YMCA. You can send comments or sug-
gestions to him by calfing (734) 2612161 or by e-mail at
qwolcott@ymcametrodetrmt org. . e

= LETTER T0 THE EDITOR TR

It's all propaganda

Thank you so much for putting into print
(March 17 column by Philip Power, “Fairness
in journalism on its way to becoming an old
idea”) a concern that I have had for a very
long time. I've always talked about the “myth”
of the liberal media. I've also almost com-
pletely stopped listening to the radio except
for NPR, and almost never watch TV news,

The opposite of buying into everything that
is brought out in a particular newscast is not
believing anything you hear or read. I'm
afraid that's pretty much where I am at this
point, Now the “progressives” are fighting
back with more of the same. That’s what it is,

s

more of the same, propaganda. We now not .7
only not listen to other points of view, we
demonize them. Neither side on most issues:
will acknowledge any legitimacy tcéthe it
other’s position. We are cutting oufselves off--~
from serious, informed debate. For those of
us who want to know the deeper side to the
issues, it is very difficult or even impossible ", 5
to get reliable information and, more criticaf®
ly, almost impossible to have a calm and.
enlightened discussion about the issues that e
are now so-critical. Thank you again. I shall- &
look forward to your future columns. , i
Marshall Hutchinson
Farmington Hills
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2005 CAREGIVING CONFERENCES
by, wFor Anyone Meeting the Needs of Older Adults

Learn valuable information about
the services that are available to
help you provide the best care.

Three Dales and Locations io Choose:

Saturday, April 16, 2005 + 10am-1pm

University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
651 E. Jefferson, Detroit (use Larned St entrance;
FREE parking is located across from the entrance)

. Wednesday, April 20, 2005 « 6pm-9pm

Summtit on the Park *: 46000 Summit Parkway, Canton

Wednesday, April 27, 2005 + 6pm-9pm
© Redford Community Center * 12121 Hemingway, Redford

Presented by: Adult Well-Belng Services, CSSWC/Retired & Senior Volunteer
Program, Our Lady of the Woods Christlan Service, Redford Township, The
Information: Center, Wayne County Neighborhood Legal Services, Elder Law
Center & Wayne-Metropolitan Community Action Agency

Funded in Pan by: The Senior Alliance & Deiroit Area Agency on Aging
Sponsored by: Concord EMS & AARP Michigan

To attend this FREE EVENT and register,
Call the Elder Law Center at313-937-8291

OE08314583 @
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, Conference T(}plcs‘
e Answe -m legal and
finan
* What is Alzheimer's and |
where to go for h '
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reat rdtes are not
a thing of the past... -

Go back in time with a Home Line loan rate of 1.99% Apg
for the first four months of your loan!

We offer: «No annual fees

» Open membership

» No closing costs*
* No appiication fee

After your four-month introductory period, the variabte-rate APR is
as low as Prime for credit lines of $25,000 and cver, and Prime + .50%
for credit lines of $5,000 to $24,999.

To apply, calt 800-321-8570 ext; 113, or log on to www.cscu.org,
and join Co-op Services Credit Union as' we celebrate 50 years
of financial service! .

“APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Maximum 6% APR. Al{ home equity loans are for your primary
dwelling enly. Rate is based en the Prime Rate, which fs & variable rate, and published in the
“Money Rates” section of the Wall Street Journal. -

*Home Line acctunts paid off and closed witisin 12 months of opening must reimburse the
Credit Union for all related costs originally waived,
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Joe’s Weekly Specials! 5y )
Jumbo Delmonte __ Driscoll California || ; 2 o
Cantaloupe: IStrawberries | (/2% .

2*4.0007°" *1.99.. G-

(W) | A9 '

() | Washington Extra Fan Vashington Washington Extra Fancy "
3 Red & Golden Delicious GE‘m ey & Fuji

Apples

99¢1b

Extra Large
English
Cucumbers

Vedette - French
2002 Chardonnay
hardonnay & 2002 Merlot

8 995 *4.99....

“Fire up the Grill with Byrds” N
‘Beef or Chicken Kabobs, also marinated Pork Tenderloins, <
Lamb Chops & Chicken Breasts
All made Fresh Daily * Open M-Sat 9.7 » Sun 10-5

SAVE DOUGH!

BUY ONE LOAF, GET A SECOND OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE FOR §1.00

BREADSMITH 33048W.Saven Mile Road + (246)447-1100 * Open Manday-Friday 87 + Seturciay-Sundey 8-5
HAHD MADE. WEANTR EAKED: Expirea 4-21-05. Velid cnly at Breadsmith of Livonia, Not valid with any other offer.

Come into Joe’s.... =
For a wide selection of Fresh Fruits & Vegétables handpicked by Joé!
Joe’s also Offers a Variety of Domestic & Imported Wine & Cheese.
A Grocery, Builk Food and Fresh Roasted Coffee Dept,
Don’t See What You Wani? Just Ask any of Our Staﬁ‘?
We'll be Glad to Assist You! “

Prices Good Through April 17, 2005 %

Joe's Produce -
33152 W. Seven Mile * Livo Ml ﬁ!sssz

. 2003M terey County X
7 on erey ounty Cheese

499,

All'Flavors

' wwwioesproduee.com (248) 4

“ g g |
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- 2004 ustangs

.2004/05 F-150 Super Crew 12005 Freestyle

g Gét
A One Year Basic Maantenance Plan
~atno additional charge.*

‘Maintenance Offer Includes:

- Engine Qil and Filter Change
- Tire Rotation
~ Multi-point Inspection

. Plu
Including.... ,
Taurus, Expedition,
Freestar, Ranger, Focus
and Escape(excludes hybrid)

{(1)Customers will receive a dollar for dollar match up to a Maximum of $500 matching down payment toward the purchase or lease of any new 04/05 Modél Car, SUV, and Truck through“\' :

F-550(excluding 05 Mustang, GT and Escape Hybrld), when the customer makes a cash down payment. Customers must finance trough Ford Credit to receive the matching offer. See |

dealer for complete details. *Basic Maintenance for one year,(Ford ESP) valued at $160.00 is good on all 2004 Mustangs, 04/05 Crown Vic's, Thunderbirds, Freestars, Explorer 4dr,

Expedition, F-Series LD R/C & S/C, F-150 SuperCrew, Super Duty(excluding 6.0L Harleys and Diesels)and Ranger. This contract is only valid at selling dealership. Ford ESP Basic

Maintenance Plan will cover the cost of 3 services for up to one year and 15,000 miles from original purchase date at your selling Ford Dealer. This program adheres to all ESP Basic
Maintenance Plan guidelines. You must purchase or lease an eligible vehicle to receive Maintneance Plan offer. See dealer for complete program details. Offers valid 4/9-4/16/05.

wivw.hometownlife.com
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A great value in maintenance —
oil change, tire rotation, thorough
inspection and more! -

< Genuirie. Motorf:r:aft‘B oil and filter change
< Rotate and inspect four tires
« Inspect brake system
.+ Test battery
+ Check air and cabin air filters

: rorafte oil. Taxes, disposal fees and diesef
vehicles extra. See participating Dealership for details through 5/29/05,

CGENUINE PARTS.
 VARSITY

225

o 2 2 S o o o S S0 R S Lo S0 s T A

° Factory-tralned knowledge of your engme to recommend :
the right oi! and filter YES NO
¢ Specialize in Ford vehicle service YES NO
* Can offer one-stop service for everything your car needs YES NOD
* Technicians trained by Ford Motor Company YES NO
SERVICING YOUR FORD AT THE DEALERSHIP HELPS PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF YOUR WARRANTY.

GUARANTEED! | ger
LOWEST PRICES

Brake Serwce

$9 9 OR i.ESS

Get the brakes’ engmeered spectﬁcali
for youy vehicle. statled by tihe
experts who know your vehicle best.

Install Motorcraft® pads or shoes on most cal S
Cne axie. Exciudes machining rotors and drum: XEF,
See participating De‘alershp for detalls through ZBfO‘S i

ON ALL NAME-BRAND TIRES WE SELL-INCLUDING
GOODYEAR, BONT!NENTAL MlBHELlN AND MORE'

Requires presentation of )
competitor's current price ad on
exact tire sold by Deatership J——
within 30 days of purchase, . i

See participating F

Dealership far details
through §@/31/05.

s

Genuine Motorcraft®
Tested Tough® PLU‘ “---..Battery

64%

with 84-month warranty
that includes FREE towing!
MSRP with exchange. Taxas and instaliation extra. °

Free towing valid only with Dealer-instatled battery..———
See participating Deatership for limited-warranty deta‘sls.

-----------------

Genuine Motorcraft® Premlum
Wear Indicator Wlper Blades

$190R1.sss >

Motorcraft® wiper blades with wear indicator, per pair, instalied.
Texes extra. See participating Deatership for details through 5/25/06.

R L T T T

"ATCHINSON

GE‘NE BUTMAN,
3480 Jackson Rd. 1-800-875-FORD 9800 Belleville Rd. 734-697- 91 61 2105 Washtenaw 734-482-—8581
ANN ARBOR BELLEVILLE - YPSILANTI -
BRIARWOOD HINES PARK FRIENDLY
7070 Michigan Ave. 734-429-5478 I-96 at Milford Rd. 248-437-6700 2800 N. Telegraph, 734-243-6000
SALINE - LYON TWP. MONROE

. See Dealer for Service
Departmeant hours.
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