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Police seek owners of recovered stolen items 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Thousands of stolen items -
jewelry, foreign currency, cam­
eras, watches, collector knives, 
rare coins - have been recovered 
from a series of residential break-
ins in Westland, Garden City, 
Livonia and possibly other cities. 

Now, authorities are trying to 
round up victims who can claim 
what was stolen from them. 

Authorities saic] t^eyJaund the 
stolen goods March $9 while 
searching a Westland man's resi­
dence at Wildness' Park 
Apartments, on Warren between 
Newburgh and Central City 
Parkway. 

The apartment search came 
after Livonia police made a traffic 
stop and found what they identi­
fied as stolen items in the 
Westland suspect's car. 

The items will be on public dis­
play 1-9 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, at 
the Livonia police station on 
Farmington Road, south of Five 
Mile, said Westland police Lt. 
James Ridener. , 

"It's not going to be like a public 
shopping spree," he said. 

Rather, he said theft victims 
who have filed police reports 
should contact their local police 
department to let authorities 
know that they plan to show up 
for the public display in hopes of 
finding their belongings. 

"We will require that they have: 
a case number, and hopefully 
they'll make contact with their 
local police department before 
they go there," Ridener said. 
"They'll be able to look at the 
merchandise. If they find items 
that are theirs (and can prove it), 
they can leave with it." 

He urged theft victims, before 
going to the Livonia station, to try 
to contact any specific detective 
who is investigating their claim. 

"If they've made a.report with: 
whichever police agency, they : 
need to speak to that detective '; 

that was assigned to the case anal 
make arrangements to show up at 
the Livonia police station" 
Ridener said. 

As Westland police receive calls 
from potential victims, they are 
routinely printing out copies of 
police reports that they will be 
taking with them for Tuesday's 
public display. 

Victims trying to claim property 
will be taken to a basement area 
where the thousands of stolen items 
have been laid out, Ridener said. 
They will have to show identification 
to obtain their property. 

In Westland, theft victims who 
want to view the stolen items 
should contact the police depart­
ment's detective bureau 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. weekdays by calling (734) 
721-6311. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734)953-2110 
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One of the items recovered is a John Wayne collectible pocket 
knife. 

Program gives students real wor ld work skil ls 
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Ximara Ramirez (left) of Redford Thurston High School and Nicholas Spence of Wayne Memorial High School set up an experiment on measuring heat flow in 
the TEAM program physics class. 

The 
TEAM 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Like most high school 
juniors, Bri-Ane Edwards 
has begun thinking about 
life after graduation. 

For the Thurston High 
School student, life after 
12th grade will definitely 
include college. She is look­
ing into studying engineer­
ing and has already checked 
out Michigan State 

University and Kettering 
University. 

What she saw surprised 
her. 

"What they showed me, 
I'm already doing now," she 
said, 

Edwards is enrolled in the 
William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center's TEAM — 
Technical 
Education/Academic 

PLEASE SEE TEAM, A 4 

Tina Holly translated her experience with the TEAM 
program into a job as a quality technician at Spring 
Engineering and Manufacturing. Here she works with 
fellow quality! technician Dan Carter. 

Pope John Paul I I : 
'... He was cool' 

BY SUE MASON 

\ STAFF WRITER 

Cool isn't a word normally 
associated with a spiritual 
leader, but it's the word James 
Szymanski chose to describe 
Pope John Paul II. 

His reason for the excellent 
rating is a big part of the lega­
cy of the late pontiff- his abili­
ty to reach out to young peo­
ple. 

"He was a man of the peo­
ple," said Szymanski, an 
eighth-grader at St. Darnian 
School. "To teenagers and 
people our age, he was cool. 
He could relate to us and talk 
to the future of the church. 
Every time you saw him 
preach, he'd spread good news 
to teens." 

"He taught this generation 

a- - ^ 

Pope John Paul |l (1920-2005) 

to evangelize," added 
Kimberly Bruba of Canton, an 
eighth-grader at St. Raphael 
School in Garden City. "WeVe 
never had a pope who reached 
out to kids and helped them 
go out into the world and 
evangelize." 

They were statements 
repeated many times by 
eighth-grade students at the 
two schools this week as they 
walAd^aiidilist^e^^^e 
events in Vatican City uriiold 
in newspapers and on televi­
sion. 

"It's amazing how he affect­
ed youth and their commit- , 
ment, how he touched, them,": 
said Karen Eldrid, the eighth-
grade teacher at St. Darnian. 
KTo have touched so many... 
he certainly was a people's 
priest" 

For St. Raphael student 
Courtney Pellar of Garden 
City, the pope served as a role 
model in his iaith because of 
his good deeds and because -
"he was a common man." 

"I think he brought faiths 
together more than any other 
pope," she said. 

"We should get a new pope 
who does some of the same 
things," added classmate 
Diana Chokr of Westiand "He 
went out to everyone instead 
of just adults. He went to the 
young people. It's important 
to connect with the people." 

, . . P & l SEE POPE, A6 

Lack of support forces James to drop out of mayor's race 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

i.i 

Consumers Energy retiree Jay R. 
James has withdrawn from this year's 
Westland mayoral race, saying he 
couldn't mount an effective campaign 
against incumbent Sandra Cicirelli. 

"I think whoever runs against her is 
going to have a hard time," he said 
Tuesday. 

James, 61, had publicly announced 
his candidacy in February during a 

Westland City Council meeting, call­
ing for a change of leadership. 

James had vowed to trim the 
mayor's salary from $93,178 to 
$84,035 - the amount paid to the city 
clerk and the police and fire chiefs - if 
elected. 

He also campaigned on a platform 
of replacing some department heads, 
reducing the number of city vehicles 
provided to employees; guarding 
against any tax increases and slashing 
spending. 

James, established ai campaign Web 
site and also mailed letters to resi­
dents who, he had hojped, would sup­
port his candidacy. 

"I just couldn't get enough financial 
support and help" he; said. "I can't 
swing it all by myself: I really tried 
hard and talked to people, but I just 
don't have the pull." : 

James didh't rule oijrt resuming his 
candidacy - if he suddenly receives an 
outpouring of support He conceded, 
however, that he isn't .'expecting it. 

Moreover, he said he'd have to 
consult with his wife of 41 years, 
Jerilynn, before he would make 
such a move. 

"Right now," James said, "I'm just 
kind of disappointed." 

James lost a write-in campaign to 
become mayor four years ago when : 

Cicirelli defeated him and 
Councilman Richard LeBlanc. 

On Tuesday, City Clerk Eileen 
DeHart confirmed that no candi­
dates had officially filect to enter 

the mayoral race. 
Several potential candidates have 

picked up the paper work they need 
to seek nominating petitions from 
voters, but no one has officially 
entered the race. 

Cicirelli, in the final year of her first 
four-year term, has confirmed that 
she will seek re-election. She hasn't 
said when she will make her formal 
announcement. 

dciem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110 
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Volunteers help make tax 
time easier with assistance 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

STAFF WRITER 

Last year, Darlene Jenkins'* 
sister prepared her income 
taxes and this year she was at 
the Maplewood Center get­
ting some help straightening 
it out. 

"My sister did it wrong last 
year, and 1 need to file it again," 
Jenkins said. "I'm grateful for 
the help. It could have cost me 
big time." 

A former cashier at Metro 
Airport now disabled with 
multiple sclerosis and other 
health problems, Jenkins 
said she was pleased to get 
help from Jim Jermanus, 
coordinator of the Tax-Aide 
Program. 

"Jim seems to be the answer 
person; everyone was asking 
him questions," Jenkins said. "I 
was hoping I would get him." 

Jermanus was attempting to 
sort out Jenkins' tax paper 
work last week. 

"It was wrong last year and 
we're correcting it," he said, 
trying to depipher notes writ- -
ten on her tax forms. 

With a volunteer staff of 
eight to 10, Jermanus expects 
the local site will complete 
more than 1,000 tax returns 
for low- to moderate-income 
seniors and other low-
income people through the 

g 
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PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Volunteer Loretta Loacano works with Garden City senior Daniel Irwin on 
preparing his 2004 taxes through the Tax-Aide program, sponsored by AARP 
and the IRS. 
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Garden City tax coordinator Jim 
Jermanus goes over Marshal Spang's 
tax information. 

Tax-Aide Program sponsored 
by the American Association 
of Retired Persons and the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

Although senior citizens 
generally have their returns 
filed early, Jermanus said not 
all the program clients are so 
prompt. 

"We go right through April 
15, and we do some returns 
after that," Jermanus said. 
"Most of the seniors were in 
early; now, we're getting the 
procrastinators and the ugly 
returns." 

There is no charge for the tax 
preparation — all the prepar­
ers donate their time, includ­
ing training sessions. Like 
many of the volunteer tax pre­
parers, Jermanus didn't have a 
finance or accounting back­
ground. ~~~~ 

"I was a food peddler, I 
sold Little Debbie cakes 
before I retired," said 
Jermanus, who has-been 
working with the Tax-Aide 
Program for six years. 

Retired from a career in 
pharmaceutical sales, P.C. 
Dubai is working for the first 
year in the Tax-Aide Program 
after having helped with other 
programs previously. 

"I found out about it through 
the AARP magazine, this was 
the closest site," said Dubai, a 
Plymouth resident. "It's very 

good. I'm happy to be involved. 
I like helping people." 

The Maplewood site, open 
three days a week, draws • 
clients from Detroit, 
Farmington Hills, Canton, 
Romulus, Wayne and Inkster, 
in addition to Garden City. 

"We also do what I call field 
trips to Garden Tower, to 
Cherry Hill Tower and 
Greenwood Villa in Westland 
for about 160 shut-ins," , 
Jermanus said. "A lot of people 
send in their returns, and I ' | 
do it as long as I have a phone 
number in case I have ques­
tions." 

This year, the volunteer tax 
preparers are getting higher [ 
tech and using laptop comput­
ers to file the tax returns. 

"We have e-filed more than 
700 returns. The feds man­
dated that we e-file 80 per­
cent of our returns by 2006," 
Jermanus said. "We're doing 
it this year. Equipment was 
the biggest drawback. We've 
got laptop computers now." 

Appointments are required 
for the tax preparation pro­
gram, which is open 
Tuesdays through Thursdays 
until April 14. Call (734) 
793-1877 for more informa­
tion. 

lrogers@oe.homecomm,net | (734) 953-2103 

Spring Savings for 
Just a Short Time... 

Products to Last a Lifetime! 

Now Save 50% Off During Our Annual Factory 
Authorized Sale on Nichols & Stone 

FINANCING up to 18 MONTHS NO INTEREST 

Since 1933 

Walkcr/^uzeHberg 
fine furniture 

240 N. Main St. • PLYMOUTH • (734)4594300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

Any Nichols and Stone Purchase Only. Financing With Credit Approval. 

String Fling 
The Wayne-Westland -

Community Schools will host 
its annual Spring String Fling 
concert at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 13, at Stockmeyer. 
Auditorium adjacent to Wayne 
Memorial High School, 3001 
Fourth St., Wayne. 

The concert is free and 
includes string instrumental 
students and symphony 
orchestras from Wayne 
Memorial and John Glenn 
High school and the four mid­
dle schools. 

Mom to Mom sale 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church 

will hold its first annual Mom 
to Mom sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 9, at the 
church, 32500 Palmer Road, 
Westland. Used infant and 
children's items will be for sale. 
There also will be a rafHe and 
food will.be available. 

Admission is $1 for adults 
and children free when accom­
panied by a parent. 

Health fair 
Gethsemane M.B, Church's 

body and soul health ministry 
will sponsor a free health fair 
noon to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 10, at 29066 Eton, 
Westland. The fair will focus 
on blood pressure, dental, 
PDA, family practice doctors, 
optometry, podiatry and more. 

The Rev. John E. Duckworth 
is pastor. 

Historic fashions 
Local historians will sponsor 

an "old-time" fashion show and 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, to raise 
money to help repair the city's 
historic Octagon House. 

The cost is $12 per person. 
The event will be held at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
behind City Hall on Ford Road. 
The show will be held, in mem­
ory of the late Howard; Becker, 
who was a supporter of the 
Octagon House, J 

For more information or to 
inquire about tickets, call (734) 
729-1605, (734) 522-3918 or 
(734) 729-2953. I 

Night Off 
Parents looking for an 

evening out should circle 
Friday, April 22, and June 3. 

Those nights the Westland 
Parks and Recreation 
Department and Hoops Stars 
Basketball and Academic , 
Tutoring will offer Parents' \ 
Night Off. 

Parents can leave their chil­
dren at the Bailey Recreation 
Center 6-10 p.m. both evejnings 
and enjoy a night out while the 
kids enjoy a pizza dinner (chips 
and a beverage included) and 
two activities. The choices 
include basketball, cheerlead-
ing, math games and arts and 
crafts, and kids can choose the 
same activity for both sessions. 

The event is for children in 

PLACES AND FACES 
first- through eighth-grades 
and cost $20 for one child per 
night off or $35 per child for 
both. Register by April 19 for 
the first night off and by May 
30 for the June 30 program at 
the Bailey Recreation Center, 
3351 Ford. 

For more information, call 
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268. 

Let's hear a cheer 
The Westland Stars Cheer 

and Dance Team is offering 
three clinics in April in 
advance of tryouts slated for 6-
8 p.m. Thursday, May 5. 

The clinics will be 6-8:30 
p.m. Thursdays, April 14,21 
and 28, in the multipurpose 
room of the Bailey Recreation 
Center, 36651 Ford, behind 
Westland City Hall, 

Everything you need to know 
will be taught at the clinics. If 
you are interested come 
dressed to work out (no jeans) 
and bring water (no pop or 
food). 

The coaches are Toni Lay, a 
Wayne-Westland school 
teacher with 22 years of coach­
ing experience and former 
cheerleader; Keri Morten, a 
former high school dancer and 
college cheerleader, and Jillian 
Wehrheim, a Junior Olympic 
champion dancer and high 
school cheerleader. 

The program is $5 per class 
or $25 per month. The Stars 
also will have a summer camp 
at Oakland University. All 
members will be invited to 
attend. 

Poker Tournament 
The Westland Jaycees is 

sponsoring a Texas Holdem 
Tournament and Vegas Night 
Saturday, April 16, at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
36651 Ford. 

The tournament starts 
promptly at 6 p.m. and runs 
until 11 p.m. Pre-register by 
mail by April 1 for $40. Send 
your name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address to 
the Westland Jaycees, P.O. Box 
85191, Westland, MI 48185. 
Register at the door for $50, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. There 
will be no rebuy-ins during the 
tournament. 

The Vegas Night will open at 
7 p.m. and include blackjack, 
Let It Ride, Holdem and 
seven-card poker. Food, beer 
and pop also will be available. 

For more information, call 
(734) 2'28-0400 or by e-mail at 
wlholdem@yahoo.com. 

Spring bazaar 
The Edison Elementary PTO 

will have its Spring Bazaar 6-9 
p.m. Wednesday, April 20. 

The bazaar will feature a col­
lection of 25 vendors, mostly 
direct-sell businesses like 
Tupperware, DK Books and 
Party-Lite candles along with a 
few cash-and-carry vendors 
selling jewelry, denim purses, 
stamped greeting cards and 
other fun items. There will also 

be a bake sale held in conjunc­
tion with the bazaar, which will 
be held in the gym. 

No children will be allowed 
in the gym, however, baby-sit­
ting will be available. Edison 
School is at 34505 Hunter, 
Westland. 

Vendor fair 
St. Damian Church is invit­

ing parishioners and their 
friends who have home-based, 
businesses to participate in a 
vendor fair 1-4 p.m. Saturday, 
April 30, at the church on Joy 
Road east of Merriman. 

Vendors that will have 
exhibits and/or products 
include Arbonne International, 
Logenberger, Princess House 
Crystal, DK Books, Pampered 
Chef and Party Light & 
Creative Memories. 

For more information, call 
Ritaanne Felczak Otto at (734) 
425-8970. 

Parent seminar 
The Wayne-Westland 

Community Schools' Family 
Resource Center in collabora­
tion with Hegira Prevention is 
offering a parent seminar on 
Positive Discipline 5~6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 5,12 and 19, at 
Vandenburg Elementary 
School, 32101 Stellwagen, 
Wayne. 

The seminar will cover the 
difference between punish­
ment and discipline, how par­
enting styles affect how chil­
dren learn and more. Each 
participant will receive a copy 
of Jane Nelson's Positive 
Discipline. 

Participants can attend one 
session or all three. For more 
information, call (734) 419-
2709. 

Off and running 
North Brothers Ford and the 

City of Westland are sponsor­
ing the seventh annual 5K Fun 
Run and Walk Saturday, May 
14, for the benefit of the 
Karmanos Cancer Institute. , 

Runners and walkers collect 
donation in advance of the 
race/walk which will start at 9 
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation 
Center. Prizes and recognition 
will be awarded to the top 
three females and top three 
males in seven age groups -
ages 1-10,11-19, ,20-29,30-
39,40-49,50-59, 60 and over. 

The pre-registration dead­
line is May 7 and T-shirts are 
guaranteed for all registered by 
that date. The registration fee 
is $12 for students age 18 and 
under and $15 for adults. After 
May 7, the fee is $18. 
Registration starts at 8 a.m. on 
race day. 

For more information, con­
tact Erin Jackson at North 
Brothers Ford at (734) 524-
1232. Registrations can be sent 
to her attention at the dealer­
ship, 33300 Ford Road, 
Westland, MI 48185. Checks 
should be made payable to 
North Brothers Ford. 

Buy kids' clothes at home 
JUST BIG ENOUGH 

Just in time for warm spring 
temperatures, Livonia resident 
and fashion consultant Tami 
Zellner is about to unveil spring 
and summer collections for an 
exclusive line of children's dom­
ing, new to the area. 

Fit for toddlers through pre-
teens, big enough clothes, can't 
be found in a store. Zellner 
sells the European-inspired 
clothing at in-home trunk 
shows in the area. The compa­
ny uses a system called WOW, 
or World of Wardrobing. 

"WOW is a collection of great 
colors, prints and styles that work 
together to create exciting 
wardrobes for children ages 1-12," 
said Zellner. "This is especially 
helpful for those toddlers who 
insist on dressing themselves. 
They'll always make a perfect 
match." 

The girls' line for spring and 
summer includes pieces like 
cargo pleated skirts, Capri 
pants, mesh beachwear, white 
tank tops and ruffle skirts. For 
boys, athletic tops, reversible 

shorts, polo and Hawaiian style 
shirts are all available. 

For more informatiorij see 
www.bigenough.com. l b set up a 
trunk show locally, send e-mail to 
bigenough@ameritech.net. 

ON THE FLOOR 
Ed Barann began working at 

Plymouth Flooring Co. in 
Livonia, shortly after it opened in 
1975. Now, he co-owns the busi­
ness along with Gordon 
Laverdure. 

In February.the long-standing 
Livonia institution took up new 
residence at 17200 Farmington 
Road - the former site of Danny's 
Food Store. "The building had 
been vacant for at least 5-6 years," 
said Barann, 

Though they were originally 
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BARNETT 
S S Roofing and Siding Inc. S B 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

looking to remain on Plymouth 
Road, the new 18,000-square- : 
foot location fit the companies 
needs. 

In addition to the move, 
Plymouth Flooring Co. 
changed its name to Abbey 
Flooring and Design. 

"We're going to put on a new 
facade," said Barann, who will-
seek city site plan approval 
soon. By June, owners antici- > 
pate the work will be complete 
and the showroom will offer ":' 
12,000 square feet "full of anyjs 
thing you can walk on," 
, The flooring specialty com-' 
pany sells carpeting, wood, V : 
vinyl, laminate and ceramic tije 
floors, and offers installation.; 
By the time the renovation is : 
complete, Barann said, the 
company will offer "the best •'<'\\ 
selection in the area." ,";-

Abbey Flooring and Design ; 

employs six staff members ani. 
about 14 contracted installers.; 
Clientele come from Livonia, •/' 
Northville, Novi, Farmington; 
Farmington Hills, Plymouth,; • 
Canton and beyond. 

"We're very optimistic abotrt;^ 
the future," Barann said. ^^ 

Abbey Flooring and Design..;;/ 
is open 10 a.m, to 8 p.m. ;:\ 
Monday and Thursday, and 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, >( 
Call (734) 427-7120. .&& 

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes aboiit;^ V 
new and changing businesses for the ;<H-^ / ; 

Observer S Eccentric Newspapers,.£-%#• £ V 
tips on your new, favorite Wayne Couj |y ; ; . : 

shop-to scasola@oe.homecomm.net $§§• .. < 
call (734) 953-2054. !BP -

http://wwiv.honietownlife.com
http://will.be
mailto:wlholdem@yahoo.com
http://www.bigenough.com
mailto:bigenough@ameritech.net
mailto:scasola@oe.homecomm.net
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Westland man nabbed 
in Internet sex case 

BY DARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man who 
teaches in Linden 
Community Schools has 
become one of the latest 
^suspects arrested by state 
investigators for using the 
Internet to try to meet 
minors for sex. 

Michael Lee Phillips, 28, 
has been charged with one 
count of child sexually abu­
sive activity and one count 
of using a computer to com­
mit a crime. If convicted, he 
could face 20 years in 
prison. 

Attorney General investi­
gators arrested Phillips on 
March 31 in Southfield, and 
he was arraigned one day 
later in 46th District Court. 
He was jailed on a $25,000 
cash bond as he awaits a 
preliminary hearing. 

Authorities arrested 
Phillips on the same day 
they arrested a 53-year-old 
Midland man in Lyon 
Township on similar 
charges. 

The men were arrested by 
investigators from Michigan 
Attorney General Michael 
Cox's Child & Public 
Protection Unit. 

"It is imperative that we 

stop sexual predators before 
they harm a child," Cox said 
in a statement he issued. # 
"By turning the secrecy of 
t he Internet against these 
dangerous criminals, my 
undercover investigators are 
making Michigan safer for 
our children." 

The child protection uni t 
has made 29 arrests since it 
was recently restructured. 

"The Attorney General 
investigators are 
approached online by 
In ternet sexual predators 
who believe they are talking 
with minors who are 13,14, 
and they ask those minors 
to meet for sex," said Allison 
Pierce, Cox's spokeswoman. 
"When they (the suspects) 
arrive, they are arrested by 
the Attorney General inves­
tigators." 

Cox encouraged parents 
to visit 
www.michigan.gov/ag for 
tips on safe Internet usage 
for children. Citizens can 
report suspected In te rne t 
child predators through a 
link, Report Internet 
Abuses Against Children, or 
by calling the Child & 
Public Protection Unit at 
(734) 525-4151. 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 953-2110 

FOR THE RECORD 

DEATHS 
B 

Sandra Marie Barr, 65, died April 
3. 
Marjorie Blake, 85, of Farmington 

Hills, died April 1. 
Dorotha L Brong, 90, of Troy, 

died March 29. 
,E 

Erskine Wilkins Evans, 87, former­
ly of Birmingham, died March 31. 

H 
Robert A. Harris, 66, formerly of 

Farmington, died April 1. 
-Betty J. Henderson, 80, of " 
Clarkston, died March 24. 
Louise I. Hymer, 83, of Lake 

Orion, died March 29. 

J 
Alvina Conn Jahns, 76, Of 

Rochester Hills, died March 28. 
L 

Robert John Laible, 66, of 
Plymouth, died April 2. 
Jack Law son, 78, of Westland, 

died March 31. 

For the Record appears in every 
edition of the ObserverS Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Sports in 
Passages on page C9. 

Bo Heung Lee, 73, of Clarkston, 
died March 25. 
Vern Dale Lindstroni, 85, died 

March 31. 
T 

Norman E. Trudeau, 84, of 
Leonard, died March 30. 

King: 'Walie up' board, look at 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOL 

STAFF WRITER 

Steve King considers ths 
a "pivotal year" tobecomta 
school board trustee. 

A Livonia resident sine 
1956, King has four child ;n 
- with two still attending 
Livonia Public Schools. T.e 
54-year-old teacher and 
coach works in Berkley pjrt 
time, and is employed at fie 
Livonia YMCA. He is a I 
band leader and namesak; 
of Steve King and the 
Dittilies, which performs 
regularly. 

Still, King maintains he 
has time and wants to share 
his time as a board membq 
in the district. ; 

"Someone's got to get in 
there and wake them up," h 
said. 

King said he'd like to 
share new ideas and new 
ways of tackling issues in , 
the school system. He said 
more cuts can and should 
be made to the administra­
tion. 

"The first priority is the 
teacher and the classroom,' 
he said. "Everything else 
goes down the list. You hav 

* 

X 

King 

to at least 
look at out­
sourcing 
non-teach- . 
ing things." 

He sug­
gested out­
sourcing 
food, and 
possibly cus­
todial 
duties. In 
addition, he 
would encourage parents to 
take on roles such as lunch 
duty and score-keeping at 
games, which cost the dis­
trict more for teachers and 
employees to do. 

On a statewide level, King 
suggests a push toward 
"weighted funding" so that 
students with special needs 
are taken into consideration 
financially, because educat­
ing those students is more 
costly. He would like to see 
that reflected in school dis­
tricts' foundation 
allowances. 

King disagreed with the 
board's decision to hold a 
special millage election in 
February, rather than add it 
to the May 3 election date. 
"That millage election cost 

-d)05 

SCHOOL ELECTION 

- i' i OOO to run," he said. 
li~ „tso advocated moving 
to a biennial trustee elec­
tion to save more than 
$80,000 a year. 

"It would get more people 
to the polls," he said. 
"Everyone has a vested 
interest in their school, or 
at least they should." 

When it comes to state 
and federal requirements on 
standardized test perform­
ance, King said "testing is 
driving education. I'm total­
ly against that." 

He'd prefer if bureaucrats 
stayed out of the classroom, 
he said. 

King also shared senti­
ments on class size, which 
he said is most important in 
lower elementary grades. 
"After third grade and up, 
it's not an indication of out­
comes," he said. As a 
teacher himself, he said the 

Editor's note: This is the 
third in a series of candi­
date profiles for Livonia 
Public Schools Board of 
Education candidates. 
District voters will elect 
two people to four-year 
terms in the Tuesday, May 
3, election. 

makeup of the class, more 
than the size, determines 
the quality of teaching and 
learning. "You can't just put 
it into a number," he said. 
"It's not that simple." 

King strongly supports 
the physical education pro­
gram, and would like to see 
those teachers who lost 
positions hired back so the 
program could expand. 
"We're in the middle of an 
obesity epidemic," he noted. 

Overall, King said he 
would be a good listener as 
a board member, and he is 
passionate about his beliefs. 
"I can get along with any­
body," he said. He sees a 
need for a new voice on the 
school board, and for 
change. 

2 groups sponsor candidate forums 
Livonia's PTSA Council . 

and the local League of 
Women Voters are doing : 
their part to make sure 
informed voters hit the ' 
polls on May 3, election da;. 

Both groups have coordi­
nated public candidate 
forums, set for mid-April. 
This year five candidates, 
are running to fill two seats 
on the Livonia Board of 
Education. Each seat repre 
sents a four-year term for 
those trustees who are 
elected. 

The candidates include . 
William C. Fried, Frank |. 
Kalinski, Steve King, j)anie 
Lessard and Cynthia 

Markarian. Christopher C. 
Kaufman has announced he 
is dropping out of the race 
this time around. 

The Livonia PTSA Council 
will host a Meet Your, 
Candidate Forum, 7 pim. 
Wednesday, April 13, at the 
Livonia Board of Education 
office, 15125 Farmington i 
Road, in Livonia. 

The board candidates will 
answer audience questions. 
about school-related issues. 

On the following day, can­
didates will reconvene at 
Livonia's City Hall 
Auditorium, at Farmington 
and Five Mile roads. 

"We do this every year," 

said Paula Bowman, presi­
dent of the League of 
Women Voters - Northwest 
Wayne County. "Our roots 
are in Livonia. We do this 
one before we do any other 
(forums)." 

The League of Women 
Voters - Northwest Wayne 
County will host a free, pub­
lic forum from 7-8:15 p.m. 
Thursday, April 14. The 
event will be taped and 
aired on local cable stations 
prior to the election. 

This forum follows a tra­
ditional format, said 
Bowman. Candidates will 
have the opportunity to 
make brief opening and 

closing statements. In 
between, they will answer 
questions derived from the 
audience and posed by a 
moderator. 

Bowman said questions 
are screened to ensure there 
are no personal attacks or 
duplicated questions during 
the forum. She expects all 
candidates will attend and 
participate. 

Those who~cannot attend 
but have questions for the 
candidates may contact a 
league member or send 
their questions through the 
Web site at -
www.wlvnww. org. 

By Stephanie A. Casola 
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POOR SLEEP? 
If you are a w o m a n 45-55 years old, with an irregular or s topped menstrual cycle a n d you 

sleep poorly, you may quality to be in our laboratory sleep research study. 

Subjects will be paid. 

WAYNE STATE 
Contact: Elaine R. Douglas 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
C.S. Mott Center 
275 E. Hancock • Detroit, MI 48201 

(313)577-658$ 
Email: acl728@wayne.edu 
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WE /As A WORLD MOURN... 
We invite you to join its in a tribute... 

REMEMBERING 
POPE JOHN PAUL II 

We, like the rest of the world regardless of our 

faith want to honor the life of Pope John Paul II. 

We offer two ways for you and your family to 

pay tribute. 

• We have dedicated a temporary memorial 

area on our premises and invite you to visit, 

place flowers, candles, mementos or spend 

time for prayer and reflection. 

I M H U l il 

• Visit our online tribute available at 

www.keymemories.com where you 

. can express your support. 

© 
i ' f 

friwmi minis 
I f r i 

Stop by any of our three locations to sign the 

Memorial Book and pick up a Prayer Card as a keepsake. 
More Information? Call 888-303-8871 

OEoepiflff?, 

G AND D 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Have You Filed for Bankruptcy? 

Banks Rejected Your Loan Requests? 

Are You in Debt and Struggling 
to Pay Your Bills? 

Do You Need Help Finding 
Financial Security? 

£et I4l JfeU Vau. Be OH. i/awi Wau to- a BeiUn, Jlikt 

1-866-775-6873 

» * 

l is-* - V* 

TO 1* *». 
* \ 

? 

> • 

r * * * <*\ 

-•"A* .*. 

7-' 
i 

Now Open in Canton! 

Brand New Luxury Assisted Living 
Licensed Assisted Living • Memory Care Living • Respite Care 

Cat. ^ e i m e , 

233**** 

Choosing the right care for your loved one can be difficult.., 
Look to Waltonwood for comfort, care and peace of mind. 

Please call (734) 981-5070 or tour 
our new community today! 

42500 Cherry Hill Road, Canton, MI 4818T 
(Located on the northwest corner 01 Cherry Hill a:. I • i.'< 
email: waltonwoodcherryhilI@singhmail.c.<ni 

www.waltonwood.com NO ENTRANCE FEES! 

WALTCNWGDD 
AT CHERRY HILL 

Independent, Luewsed Assisted Living \ 
ami Memory Care Community. ; 
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http://www.hometowitUfe.com
http://www.michigan.gov/ag
mailto:dclem@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.wlvnww
mailto:acl728@wayne.edu
http://www.keymemories.com
http://www.waltonwood.com
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Ex-teacher continues to influence 
new students 30 years later 
BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Tim Tindall wanted to be a 
teacher and pursued his 
dream, becoming a library 
specialist and English teacher 
at what was then Adams 
Junior High School in 
Westland. It came to a end 
when he was laid off. 

But more than 30 years 
later, Tindall is still influenc­
ing students. He is using the 
business his father founded in 
1952 to introduce high school 
students to manufacturing. 

"Thirty years ago I was a 
teacher and I remember 
thinking that it was impor­
tant to connect students with 
the community and for the 
community to connect with 
students," he said. 

Tindall is making those 
connections through the 
TEAM - Technical 
Education/Academic 
Manufacturing - program 
offered at the William D, Ford 
Career Technical Center in 
Westland. 

The TEAM program got its 
start in 1996 as a partnership 
with Detroit Diesel. The 
Career Technical Center had 
run a successful pre-hire pro­
gram for the company for 
three years, when owner 
Roger Penske put up 
$80,000 to develop a five-
year high school level pro­
gram that focused on such 
things as work ethics and 
skills to prepare students for 
entry into manufacturing 
jobs. 

Four years into the pro­
gram, Penske sold Detroit 
Diesel to Daimler Chrysler, 
and the funding for the pro­
gram began to dry up. But 
when it looked like TEAM 
was at the end of the line, 
Tindall, by then the head of 
Spring Engineering and 
Manufacturing, stepped in. 

Tindall wanted to make 
sure TEAM survived and 
lined up Bayloff Tool in 
Belleville and E & E 
Manufacturing in Livonia to 
become business partners and 
provide the resources for field 
trips, job shadowing and 

mentoring. 
"He always had an interest 

in young people and this is 
one Vehicle that ties it togeth­
er," said Kim Montgomery, 
Spring's human resource 
manager. "He's a huge sup­
porter of the program and has 
ensured that that employees 
take time out of the day to 
show the students what they 
need to know. 

"He has been able to give so 
much to the kids in the pro­
gram." 

At the time Tindall accept­
ed his father's invitation to 
come and take over the busi­
ness, Spring had two plants in 
Livonia. In 2000, he consoli­
dated the manufacturing 
operations under one roof at a 
new plant in Canton. 

Spring Engineering and 
Manufacturing of Canton has 
been has been a major con­
tributor to the TEAM pro­
gram. Its employees come 
into the classroom to teach 
the students the eight-step 
matrix for problem solving, 
then take them to the plant 
and give them a real problem 
to solve. 

"The students interview 
the employees, get all the 
information, run through the 
process and tell them (Spring 
employees) how to solve it," 
said physics teacher Dave 
Christiansen. "Then Spring 
will tell them what they did 
because it was a problem 
they had." 

As head of Spring, Tindall 
has served on the Workforce 
Development Board for 
Wayne County and has 
received the highest award 
give by the Scanlon 
Leadership Network, the 
Stewardship Award in 2005. 

"The company is based on 
seven values and it's expected 
that all employees will 
adhere to those values," 
Montgomery said. Those val­
ues include integrity, identi­
ty, equity, respect and com­
petency. 

Tindall has retired and 
moved to North Carolina, 
but remains connected to the 
business and to the TEAM 
program. 

'He always had an interest in 
young people and this is one 
vehicle that ties it together. 
He's a huge supporter of the 
program and has ensured 
that that employees take 
time out of the day to show 
the students what they need 
to know' 
Kim Montgomery . 
Springs Engineering and Manufacturing 1 

And it is now Steve Kay, 
vice-president and general 
manager, and one of the own­
ers, who goes into the class­
room with the kids. 

"He gives his time to train 
them so these kids get their 
training from industry lead­
ers," said Montgomery. "They 
train in school and they train 
here. 

According to center 
Principal Ginny Kowalski, 
TEAM has provided the 
"leadership, encouragement 
and financial support for 100 
Wayne-Westland and South 
Redford students." 

"It's opened many doors for 
them in the post academic 
arena," she said. "Many stu­
dents have entered the pro­
gram without an idea of what 
they wanted to do and found 
they have the aptitude for 
manufacturing." 

Six students who when 
they started with TEAM had 
no interest in going to col­
lege have gone on to study 
engineering at Lawrence 
Technological University. 

"I try to construct a con­
nection with what they learn 
in school," Tindall said. "It's a 
wonderful program, and our 
folks get just as much out of 
it as the kids. They enjoy the 
mentoring." 

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112 
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300 Craft Designers 
& Fine Artists 
April 15, 16, 17, 2005 

N O W , A t f ^ 
D a i l y A d u l t A d m i s s i o n $ 7 ^ 
Children Under 12 FREE 
P a r k i n g FREE • Compliments of Sugarloaf! 

Friday & Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-5 

Custom clothing 

One-of-a-kind furnishings 

Original oils & framed prints 

Award-winning photography 

• Fine & fun jewelry 

• Pre-packaged gourmet food 

• Personal attention 

• High-quality materials 

• Unusual, original designs 

• Fine workmanship 

• Knowledgeable assistance 

• Incredible selections 

• And so much more! 

<Dbsm*r£JI«entrit 

DIRECTIONS: From 1-96 East, take Exit 162 and 
turn right on Novi Rd. From 1-96 West, take 
Exit 162 and turn left on Novi Rd. From 
Novi Rd., turn right onto Expo Center Drive. 
Follow signs to Expo Center. 

FOR DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPONS: 
% Print them from our website at 
www.SugarloafCrafts.com 

I Call 800-210-9906 
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jifacturing — program> which 
pines academics with manu-

; principles to produce 
its prepared to work in 

r or to go on to study in an 
y-related field in college. 

Awards and classmate 
Nicholas Spence of Wayne 
Memorial High School spend the 
firstthree hours of the school day 
at Join Glenn High School in 
Weatand, where they study three 
sublets — mathematics and 

iology, physics and technolo-
jd communications and 

technology. 

"Ifs a challenge, but I've 
learied a lot," said Spence, who 
planf on becoming a tool and die 
ma&r. "Basically, it's what I 
thoight it would be." 

Vfhile other students change 
classrooms at the sound of the 
bell TEAM members stay in one 
roon at Glenn and change teach­
ers. When third hour is done, 
the; return to their individual 
higl schools — Wayne Memorial, 
Glem or Thurston — to com-
plet the school day. 

"Vhat makes it unique is the 
intonation of academics with 
maiufacturing" said Rick 
Hanrick, an assistant principal 
at tie Career Technical Center. 
"Thre's nothing abstract about 
theicademics. We know it serves 
a vcy valuable purpose and that 
sone real rich opportunities 
cone out of it 

The value of die academics is 
tha it gives them the skills to 
maie them successful." 

REiL WORLD ACADEMICS 
Acording to Hamrick, what's 

dore in the classroom has a rela-
tioiship to the work world. Even 
thebooks they read deal with the 
wokplace, books like Even/thing 
IlMrnedAboiLtManitfatturing 
I Lamed At Joe's Garage, 
LedershipAsAnArt and The 
God. 

That's dynamite reading," 
Hanrick said of the latter title. 
"Itflike a romantic novel, but it's 
setn a manufacturing setting." 

Itave Christiansen's physics 
clas offers a unique curriculum. 
Thi students do 15 varied manu-
factoring lab experiments that 
arereal type hands-on problem 
soNng. They all contain classic 
phyics principals, but in a man­
ufacturing setting. 

"Iverything we do here has a 
usen real life," Christiansen said. 

TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Stephen Frost, a senior at Wayne Memorial High School, works on a lab test on 
measuring heat flow during his TEAM program physics class. 

"I don't teach Einstein physics; 
everything I teach is related to 
the real world." 

Former TEAM members Tina 
Holly and Jeremy Adkins both 
landed jobs at Spring 
Engineering after graduating 
from school; Holly attended 
Glenn and Adkins was at 
Thurston. She works in quality, 
while he is a machine operator, 
grinding and making springs. 

Holly interned in the quality 
field at Detroit Diesel in 2002. , 
After graduating later that year, 
she was hired by Spring 
Engineering. , 

"It was a good opportunity for 
me," she said. "Most people who 
come in off the street start at the 
bottom and work their way up. I 
was hired as a quality technician. 
That was nice, a great opportuni­
ty" 

Adkins has been there for two 
years. He started there full time 
after graduating from Thurston 
in 2004. He has since bumped 
down to part time so he can 
study to be a firefighter. He heard 
about the training, took a look 
and joined, 

"The most important thing 
was that we worked as a team" 
Adkins said. "We didn't go off by 
ourselves." 

Holly didn't have a set plan for 
what she wanted to do in life, 
other than she didn't want to go 
to college right out of high school. 
It was her counselor who intro­
duced her to the TEAM program. 

"The TEAM program was a 
great experience for me" Holly 
said. "It gave me the opportunity 
to see first-hand what the manu­
facturing business was all about. 
We did things such as job shad­
owing, problem solving and even 
a summer paid internship:' 

TEAM gave me the knowledge 
and skills I needed to get the job I 
have now'' 

It also got her leaning toward 
the engineering field, although 
she said she'd rather be hands-on 
in the plant than sitting at a com­
puter all day. 

"I plan on staying here" she 
said. "It's been a great job, good ( 
pay, holiday pay and the people 
her are nice. I just kept forging 
ahead, doing die work like I did 
in die physics lab." 

'NICE ELEMENT' 

According to human resources 
director Kim Montgomery, a 
"nice element" of hiring TEAM 
members is that they already 
have a relationship with the con> 
pany>-

"They already have experience 
with Spring and we knowtheir . 
educational background and 
know they can work as a team 
member,'' Montgomery said. 
"They've gone throtigh the train­
ing and we can trust that they're 
capable of learning another job." 

According to Montgomery, 
seven TEAM graduates work at 
the plant and there have been 
times when it's been as high as 11-
12 former members. Some have 
gone on to school, other to jobs in 
die public sector. 

"We have great success in hir­
ing and in having students who 
meet our requirements," 
Montgomery said. "They're 
always a huge success because the 
employees know them because 
they knew them as students. 

'And the same skills that make 
them successful here make them 
successful at other manufactur- • 
ing facilities." 

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112 

Newspaper-ln-Education 

Activity 
Column 

April celebrates the diversity and the vibrancy of Asian cultures. This 
smonth honors their struggles, traditions and promotes awarness of 
jAsian American contributions to history and society. 

April Fools Day or Alt Fools Day. the first day of April, is a 
Iraditional day for playing pranks on unsuspecting people. At the end of 
the day ask your family how many times they were fooled and how. 
Write a paragraph stating whether you think they were funny pranks or 
mean pranks, 

Paylight Savings Time starts April 3rd. It is always the first Sunday 
in April. DST was First suggested by Beniamin Franklin in 1784. At this 
Lime we set clocks ahead to have more daytime during the waking 
tours. As a class or individually, make a list of the Pros and Cons that 
DST has. Write a paragraph as to why you like or dislike the idea of 
•noving clocks forwards and backwards throughout the year 
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?005. The Holocaust, WW2 began in 1939. The Holocaust Memorial 
Museum located in Washington, D.C. is devoted to remembering the 
Holocaust (the mass murder of Jews and other minorities by the Nazis 
ram 1933 to 1945). It features films, photos, eyewitness accounts, and 
'arious objects from the time. Write a brief paragraph on what you 
personally nave learned about the Holocast and how you think those 
•vho are still alive today are effected by what happened to them during 
rhis time 

And thanks to our special NIE sponsors: 
Sam's Club Kurth Agencies Marshall Fields 

UPS Greenstone Midwest Guaranty Bank 7-11 
Oasis Golf Course Wal -Mar t Parisian 

Meemic Insurance Company 

Find out how your business can support our 
Newspaper in the Classroom program by calling 

734.953.2257 

THE 

(Dbsmmr &£ttentric 
NEWSPAPERS 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 
OE083086-4 

http://wtvtv.hometoivnlife.com
mailto:smason@oe.homecomm.net
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Police look for tips 
about robbery suspect 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A knife-wielding man whose 
description is similar to that of 
Santa Claus - without the red 
suit - robbed a Westland busi­
ness Saturday morning. 

The incident happened 
about 11:40 a.m. at Allied Cash 
Advance, on Merriman Road 
north of Palmer. No one was 
injured. 

A 36-year-old female 
employee told police that she 
was talking on a telephone 
behind the front counter when 
the bandit walked inside, 
revealed what was described as 
a machete-type knife and 
demanded money. 

The worker described the 
robber as a white man, 50-55 
years old, 250 pounds, with 
gray/white hair and a full 
beard. He wore a plaid, red-
and-blue, button-up jacket and 
light blue jeans. 

The employee turned over 
$303 and, when pressed for 
more cash, told the bandit that 

there wasn't any, according to 
police reports. 

After seizing the money, the 
robber fled on foot - first 
northbound and then east-
bound by the building, the 
employee told police. 

The worker called 
Westland police for help, and 
officers surrounded the area 
and. brought in a police dog 
to help in their search for the 
culprit. 

Police dog Taz led officers to 
a nearby residential street, 
Barrington, but then lost the 
scent of the bandit, according 
to police reports. 

Police had no suspects early 
this week, but authorities held 
out hope that the thorough 
description of the robber could 
prompt someone to come for­
ward with information about 
the incident. 

Anyone who has information 
is urged to call the Westland 
Police Department at (734) 
721-6311 or (734) 722-9600. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net 1 (734) 953-2110 
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(734)525-1930 
Our 31st Year! 

UNITEDTEMPEFJATURE 
8919 MIDD !"--- ''LIVONIA 

Enough, Gertrude, 
Come To Bed! 

Tomorrow We'!! Take Your 
Fur To Dittrichs .fa-.— 

340 Cold Storage 
& Humidity Control 

Only At 

ofea* f#93 

Multiple Garment Discount: 
SAVE $5 to $15 Per Garment 

On Storage with Cleaning 

;313) 873-8300 (248J 642-3000 
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Confused About 
Stem Cells? 

The Detroit Catholic Medical 
'Association will be holding a conference J 

on the topic of stem cell research at: 

Madonna University • Livonia 
Saturday, April 23, 2005 • 9 am - 1 pm 
Speakers will include Fr. Joseph Howard Jr., 
Executive Director of the American Bioethics 
Advisory Commission, Dr. David Prentice from 
the Center of Clinical Bioethics, Georgetown 
Medical School, and State Representative 
Andy Dillon. Topics to be addressed include: 

l.The differences between embryonic 
and adult stem cells. 

2. What type of research is showing promise? 
3.Where is the smart money being invested 

for the research. 
4.Status of Michigan legislative initiatives. 

For registration information, call Kathryn at 7 3 4 - 4 2 0 - 2 7 8 4 
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SconsBLbl QbAUTY SPRING OPEN 
Lawn Fertilizer Program HOUSE 

4 - S T E P $59,9ii • r°m i nc APri< lfa and i" 
4 hnnt 5 rtflfl <m ft parh * m 
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734-453-5500 
www. plymouthnursery.net 

Early Spring Hours: 
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-4 £ 
Offers Expire 4/13/05 
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Hearing scheduled in sexual abuse case 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

STAFF WRITER 

After overhearing a con­
versation between younger 
siblings about inappropriate 
touching by their father, a 
25-year-old woman contact­
ed police with her own alle­
gations of sexual abuse. 

"I think she (the 25-year-
old) thought what had hap­
pened to her was an isolated 
incident and learned that it 
wasn't," said Garden City 
Detective Sgt. Ron 
Umbarger. 

The police investigation 
led to Gary McCoy, 49, of 
Garden City being arrested 
on three charges of first-
degree criminal sexual con­
duct. After being arraigned 
Monday in 21st District 
Court, McCoy was ordered 
held in lieu of $1 million 
bond. 

Owner of a carpeting 
cleaning service, McCoy and 
his wife have served as foster 
parents to 43 children placed 
by Lutheran Social Services 
of Michigan over the last 17 
years. The couple had adopt­
ed a number of children over 

it 
McCoy 

i 

2 

the years, 
including 
five of six 
children 
who had 
been living 
at their 
home on 
Bridge. 

The 
charges? 
brought 
against McCoy stem from 
allegations of sexual abuse 
made by his 14-^year-old 
daughter, whose conversa­
tion was overhead by the 25-

, year-old. It's was unclear at 
this point, Umbarger said, 
whether charges would be 
brought in the allegations 
made by the 25-year-old and 
another daughter, 27, due to 
the time that has elapsed. 

"While we were taking 
information from the 25-
year-old, the defendant 
called the Police Department 
and requested that we come 
to the house on an unrelated 
matter," said Umbarger. "One 
of our officers talked to the 
14-year-old and were advised 
that she had been fondled." 

McCoy was arrested the 

evening of March 30, but his 
arraignment was delayed 
when he subsequently was 
hospitalized after complain­
ing of chest pains. He was 
released from the hospital 
Monday and arraigned. 

The six children living at 
the home were removed by 
police the same day. 

"We brought the kids to 
the station while seeking 
placement," said Umbarger. 

Five of the children, all of 
whom have been adopted, 
are now staying with an 
adult sibling. One youngster, 
a foster child, was in the 
process of being adopted by 
another family and was 
placed with them, Umbarger 
said. 

There had been no past 
allegations of sexual abuse 
against McCoy, Umbarger 
said, but he had been report­
ed for physical abuse. That 
complaint was apparently 
not substantiated. 

McCoy is scheduled for 
preliminary examination on 
Monday. 

lrogers@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 953-2103 

Veterans invited 
to Job Fair 

Veterans interested in getting a 
job are invited to a Southeast 
Michigan Job Fair from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Wednesday, April 27, at the 
Don S. Hubert VFW Post 345, 
27345 Schoolcraft in Redford. 

Visitors will be able to apply and 
interview with many employers 
and register with the local 
Michigan Works! Service Center. 
Veterans are asked to bring their 
DD214 form to validate they were 
honorably discharged. 

"We'll have employers there, 
roughly 30 to 40 employers and 
these employers are taking appli­
cations," explained Ralph McKay 
of the Department of Labor and 
Economic Growth. 

Project coordinators for the 
event are Dave Marin and Carrie 
Headworth of the Department of 
Labor and Economic Growth. 

Although the event is targeted to 
veterans looking to start a career, 
change careers or move up in their 
career, non-veterans are welcome 
also; they should bring a resume. 

For more information, call (800) 
455-5228 or visit the Web site at 
www.michigan.gov/veteranjobs. 
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Catholics focus on pope's 
uence,successor 

BY JULIE BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

With talk turning to Pope John 
Patal II's successor, area Catholics 
were still reflecting this week on 
the pope's legacy. 

"He will be remembered prob­
ably for his reach, how many 
places he went to and how many 
people he spoke in front of/1 said 
Toarmina, a member of St 
Richard Catholic Church in 
Westland. 

"He'll be remembered as the 
pope who went out to the world," 
the Rev. Tom Belczak, pastor of 
St. Kenneth Catholic Church, 
agreed. "He was the first of the 
popes who truly traveled outside 
the Vatican." 

Broadcasts of the pope made 
him recognizable even in the 
remstest parts of the world, said 
Belczak, who met Pope John Paul 
II a couple of times in the Vatican. 

Toarmina, owner of Toarmina's 
Pizza, didn't go to see the pope 
during the 1987 metro Detroit 
visit, although his parents did. He 
does recall seeing all the young 
people in Toronto in 2002 during 
World Youth Day when he was 
coincidentally there. 

Protestants, too, acknowledge 
the his influence on world events. 
The Rev. Bryan Smith of Canton, 
pastor of Geneva Presbyterian 
Church in Canton, cited the 
poke's support of lite Solidarity 
movement in his native Poland 
and-the end of communism in 
eastern Europe. 

"I think he was courageous in 
speaking out against the Iraqi 
warf Smith added. 

Joanne Ardanowski, Christian 
service coordinator at St Colette 
Catholic Church in Livonia, was 
within five feet of the pope at a 
World Youth Day in Rome. She 
also attended such an event in 
Paris. 

"It was amazing," the Livonia 
resident said. "He loved the kids, 
he just loved them." 

Ardanowski has three sons in 
their 40s and four grandsons. 
One grandson, a Michigan State 
University student, attended a 
World Youth Day with the pope 
in Toronto. 

She believes the pope's love of 
the young is what made him 
great. Ardanowski, a Eucharistic 
minister at St. Colette, added that 
President George Bush's condo­
lences mean a great deal to 
Catholic people. 

"He was a strong person," she 
said of John Paul II, noting how 
he continued his duties despite 
health problems. 

Mary Stafford of Livonia, who's 
active in youth ministry at St. 
Colette, attended World Youth 
Days with the pope in Rome and 
Paris. 

"It's just an experience of a life­
time," she said. "Every time is as 
moving as the time before." 

She also saw the pope lead 
Mass at the Pontiac Silverdome 
during his Detroit visit in 1987. 
Stafford, who has seven children 
ages 31 to 47 and six grandchil­
dren, said his legacy will be "his 
love of the youth and for his 
kindness and forgiveness." 

"He's been so beloved and he 
was truly been such a world 
leader," said Belczak, who was an 

Pope's death could have effect on children 

LAWRENCE MCKEE [ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Catholics converged to pray at the 

Grotto on the campus of Orchard 

Lake St. Mary's College Tuesday. 

associate at St John Neumann in 
Canton in 1987 and not directly 
involved in that papal visit 

Belczak believes the pope's suc­
cessor will need command of sev­
eral languages, and to be a man 
of prayer and a voice of morality. 

"I think that God's spirit will 
work when the cardinals are in 
the conclave." 

Belczak added that some 
believe the pope stayed at the 
church helm too long, when his 
health was failing. 

"He has to find his own way/' 
Ardanowski said of the successor. 
She hopes the new pope will con­
tinue to work with youth, includ­
ing during the World Youth Day 
this August in Germany, and will 
draw people back who've left the 
church. 

"He's got to follow his ways 
with loving the people " she 
added. 

Toarmina said the new pope 
also will need to be outspoken on 
humanitarian issues. 

"He'll have to really talk about 
injustices that happen and expect 
more from Christian people," he 
said. 
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BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

From the moment Pope John 
Paul II's health took a turn for the 
worse, the media coverage has 
been unprecedented. 

On television and radio and in 
print, much has been said about 
and even more has been seen of 
the man who was the third 
longest serving leader of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

But shots of a waving pope, a 
pope blessing the crowds preced­
ing and following him in repose 
at the public viewing may be dif­
ficult for children to handle. 

"Now that they're seeing it, I'm 
sure it's raising a lot of questions," 
said Phillip O'Dwyer, clinical 
director of the Center for 
Counseling at Garden City 
Hospital. "Our culture has a ten­
dency to hide death " 

According to O'Dwyer, most 
children in this country haven't 
seen a dead person, and the use 
of cosmetics to make a body 

appear more natural has taken 
away the starkness of death. 

That is until they turn on the 
TV and see fairly close-up shots 
of the pope as he lies in state in 
the St. Peter's Basilica, 

"This is where parents might 
want to talk about death and the 
pope" said O'Dwyer. "They may 
want to talk about the fact that 
he was old and he was sick and 
that he is no longer suffering and 
that there's something to be 
thankful about. He is with God." 

And what is taking place in 
Rome is as much an education 
for young people who have 
known only one pope as it is for 
adults. Depending on their age, 
adults could have seen their 
church led by as many as eight 
different popes, dating back to 
1903 and Pope Pius X who was 
selected to head the church fol­
lowing the death of Pope Leo III. 

Where coverage once would 
have been news stories, still pho­
tographs, possibly portrait style 
pictures of the pope and in later 

years video coverage, this time, 
anyone within view of a TV or 
computer screen is seeing all of 
the centuries-old traditions and 
rites of the Catholic Church in 
living color. 

Those images may be even 
more difficult particularly for 
sensitive young children who 
may personalize the pope's death. 

"It could raise apprehensions 
and worries that they could lose 
members of their own family," he 
said. 

O'Dwyer added that Catholic 
children could take the pope's 
passing personally in light of 
their thinking of him as the Great 
Holiness and having said prayers 
for him, 

"It could be like aloss of a mem­
ber of their family for them," he 
said. "He is someone they heard 
about at home and prayed for at 
Mass. They may take it to heart. 

"I can see this issue in a lot of 
homes right now" 

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112 
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Eldrid's students were studying 
the process of becoming a saint 
and investigating different saints 
when the pope died. By and 
large, they agree that he should 
be receive sainthood. 

According to Sarah Stempian 
of Canton, in order to become a 
saint there must be suffering. The 
pope, she said, suffered from 
Parkinson's disease and even 
though he took medications, he 
was still in pain "but never com­
plained." 

Til never forget what he has 
done," she said. "He's being called 
a modern Jesus. To see other reli­
gions get involved with him and 
to see two million people come to 
Rome. It's amazing how many 
people will be mere to honor 
him." 

St. Raphael eighth-grade 
teacher Cindy Broquet was 
preparing her class for their 
Confirmation Tuesday evening. 
There was a brief pause to talk 
about what had happened in 
Rome before students turned 
back to preparing to be a witness 
to Christ by word and deed and 
to spread and defend their faith. 

"ft really gives the kids a better 
understanding of God and their 
faith," she said. 

The students appeared unaf­
fected by the media blitz sur­
rounding the pope's illness, death 
and now his funeral, although 
one student expressed surprise at 
the pope not laying in state in a 
"fancy casket, one that cost a lot 
of money because he meant so 
much to the people." 

"It just goes to show what a 
really great man he was," said St. 
Damian student Kaitiyn 
Jefferson. "If all the world is there 
for the funeral, it must mean he 
helped out a lot of people." 

"I think he looked very peace­
ful. I think it's interesting to see 
all the religion s of the world 
unite for the pope even with a 
war going on," added Katie 
O'Connor of Plymouth, a St 
Raphael student. 

With the conclave to select the 
next pope slated to start on April 
18, speculation abounds as to 
who should succeed Pope John 
Paul II. A majority of the stu­
dents interviewed Tuesday 
favored the selection of Cardinal 
Francis Arinze of Nigeria. 

"I think we need the pope to be 
from a Third World Country" 
said St. Damian student Nick 
Marek of Westland. "I want to 
see some kind of diversity. I don't 
want the church to become seg­
regated." 

"The Nigerian cardinal would 
be a good change," added class­

mate J.P. Gibbons of Garden City. 
"He could help out in the Third 
World." 

At St. Damian, the students '] 
view Arinze as standing for all 
the same things as Pope John 
Paul II. He also speaks eight lan­
guages and loves to travel. 

"I think it would be cool to "; 
have a black pope," said Frank 
Herr of Westland, pointing out * 
that Arinze's father was a chief * 
when the former was baptized at " 
age 2. ^ 

But classmate Kyle Snider 
hopes the next pope will be able y 
to inspire Uke John Paul did. 

"I hope he'll be able to inspire ' 
even more than the last pope," he ;* 
said. 'And I think John Paul will .. *• 
keep on inspiring after his death." C 

The plan in both schools is for "i, 
students to view the funeral dur- : 
ing the day by tape delay, since < 
the actual service will take place 1 
during the wee hours of Friday : 
morning. 

"It's a great thing that they 
can experience this," said St. - ^ 
Raphael Principal Jeanine i 
Kenny. "I was 9 years old when ; 
the last pope died, so this is 
new to me. It seems that back 
then it happened, he died and 
we moved on. The amount of 
coverage now, even a 4-year-
old knows what's happening." 
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OUR VIEWS 

District makes 
grade with buses 

As parents, we celebrate the good grades on the report 
cards that our children bring home and deal with the not 
so good ones. We emphasize the need to improve and 
strive for .100 percent — that perfect A. 

It's an elusive grade that more than just school children 
seek. It's a score that the Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools' transportation folks have striven for and received 
in the annual Michigan State Police's inspection of the 
district's bus fleet. 

Scoring 100 percent in no easy task. Wayne-Westland 
has the sixth largest bus fleet in the state. Its 79 school 
buses travel an estimat­
ed 1 million miles a year. 

That ' s a lot of wear 
and t ea r and keep ing 
the buses in top-notch 
running order in order 
to pass a s t a t e pol ice 
inspection means more 
than changing the oil 
and filter every 3 ,000 
mi les . Those a n n u a l 
inspections cover 200 
components, from obvi­
ous systems like brakes 
to less obvious i t ems 
such as inside lights. 

Wayne-Westland's 100 
percen t ra t ing is well 
above the state average 
for school districts ~r- 87 
percent in 2004 and 85 percent in the first quarter of 
2005. It also is a far cry from the 37 percent rating it 
received in 1997-98. 

We congratulate the transportation department for 100 
percent approval rating arid look forward to more perfect 
scores. Such an accomplishment is a testimonial to the 
commitment school officials have made to the children of 
the district. • -

The district has devoted a lot of time and energy to 
make improvements to escape from the shadows of 
neighboring school districts perceived as being much bet­
ter. It had improved its schools, improved its test schools 
and improved its bus fleet. 

It's nice to see Wayne-Westland emerge from the shad­
ows and stand in the sunshine of success. The district's 
motto is more than just a catchy phrase. It's a fact. Great 
futures do start in Wayne-Westland schools. 

Wayne-Westland's 100 per­
cent rating is well above the 
state average for school dis­
tricts -87 percent in 2004 
and 85 percent in the first 
quarter of 2005. It also is a 
far cry from the 37 percent 
rating it received in 1997-98. 

Pope's lessons extended 
beyond the Catholic faith 

While millions of people the world over continue to 
celebrate the life of* Pope John Paul II while mourn­
ing his death, one does not have to look far nor hard 
to realize the impact the "People's Pope" had on our 
communities. 

That perhaps is the most remarkable legacy of this 
remarkable pope. John Paul II was a pope of firsts, 
which brought h im out of the secrecy of the Vatican 
and into the lives and 

More world leaders are 
expected to attend the 
pope's Friday funeral than 
ever before. 

h e a r t s of mi l l i ons of 
everyday people. 

And while Catholics 
rightly claim a special 
bond with their shep­
h e r d , t h e y d id n o t 
so le ly p o s s e s s t h e 
r e s p e c t a n d a d m i r a ­
t i o n so m a n y fe l t 
t oward J o h n Paul I I . 
T h a t ' s b e c a u s e t h i s 
pope treated all people as his flock, and fought tire­
lessly on the i r behal f regardless of their religious 
beliefs. 

Christians and Jews, Muslims and Catholics were 
jo ined this week to pay homage to this pope, who 
helped defeat political tyrants, reached out to other 
faiths, had a special bond with children, advanced 
human rights and gave hope to the downtrodden. 

More wor ld l eade r s are expected to a t tend the 
pope's Friday funeral than ever before. Even more 
impressive is the estimated two million everyday peo­
ple who will travel to Rome to say goodbye — and 
thank you — to John Paul II. 

Hopefully, his message of love and hope, of peace 
and respect, will continue to resonate long after he is 
laid to rest. 
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Efforts worth mentioning 
It is great to see our politicians work 

with the interest of the citizens. There 
are a few efforts worth mentioning over 
the last few weeks. 

Our Gov. Jennifer Granholm supports 
changing legislation that prevents insur­
ance companies from using credit scores 
as part of the determination of insurance 
rates. 

The insurance company assumes the 
behavior of an individual is reflected by 
their credit scores. And of course, there is 
no guarantee the credit report is correct 
and, if there is a mistake, it is up to the 
individual to make the correction. 

This policy is both unfair and misrep­
resented. All evidence to support this 
claim by the insurance companies is 
developed by the same insurance compa­
nies. This is the fox watching the hen­
house. 

If I'heard correctly, Ken Sikkema, does 
not support eliminating the tuition 
awards to students that have done well in 
high school and met the requirements 
for the program. He feels we should 
honor the commitment we have made to 
students. This is showing some back­
bone, but goes against his political 
party's stance. 

Another group worth mentioning are 
the Democrats across this country. They 
have decided to combat Mr. Bush's prop­
aganda campaign and proposed destruc­
tion of Social Security with public meet­
ings where all citizens are welcome to 
discuss merits of current Social Security. 

To attend you do hot need to be a 
member of a particular party, swear an 
allegiance, or promise not to ask real 
questions. All citizens are welcome, 
something the exclusionary Republican 
Party has fostered over the last few years. 

The Democrats afe demonstrating 
integrity and the American spirit inviting 
all Americans, something sadly lackjng 
with Mr. Bush and his followers. 
Claiming to be an American is one thing, 
living it is quite another thing. Thanks to 
the democrats for continuing the spirit of 
our nation's founders. 

Allan Biber 
- Westiand 

Make Lincoln special 
Bill (Ford), you can't come out with a 

car and put the name "Lincoln" on it and 
it is nothing special! You have a presti­
gious name that you have to live up to. 
And that Lincoln Zephyr doesn't look 
like anything special to us. 

I just hope you don't mess up the 
Lincoln full-size car. Make the full-size 
Town Car something special like it used 
to be. Do not get rid of the full frame or 
I'm not buying anymore. 

And don't mess with the suspension 
anymore. They don't ride as good as the 
'90s. You took too much out of the 2000. 
There's more road noise, less gas 
mileage, less or cheaper suspension, less 
bells and whistles. When you pay 
$40,000-plus you should get something 
special. Don't you agree? 

And let's trade Mr. Mays in for a 
designing engineer. He has too many los-

LETTERS 
ers he comes out with. You can't take a 
prestigious name and put it on a trash 
can and expect to have people lined up to 
buy them. Give people bang for their 
buck. It's OK to have problems, but when 
you don't address them, that's the prob­
lem. 

And Bill, don't destroy the Lincoln 
name. You have too many things going 
wrong in the company and you don't 
even know it. 

Wayne Mirth 
Westiand 

GM has ruined product 
I am a GM baby-boomer employee, 

ready for retirement. Over the years, 
GM, as a company, has been very good to 
me as an individual, and to my family. 
I've been given many opportunities and 
have learned things schools are unable to 
teach. 

But, as the headlines seem to indicate, 
GM is headed for self-destruct. GM's 
well-polished and flamboyant leaders 
have ruined the product and reputation 
of this company. 

Just look at the many years the Buick 
Park Avenue has maintained the same 
design before it died; and the recent 
birth of the "sweet and sleek" design of 
the Pontiac Bonneville, only to watch 
GM discontinue the entire model, not to 
mention the other sterol models on the 
market. 

GM's design problems began duririg 
the Roger Smith years, when GM's car 
lineup begin to look identical; when 
employees, devoted to a GM division, 
were forced to manufacture cars from 
other divisions; when "car guys," such as 
engineers, who. had moved up through 
the ranks, no longer steered the compa­
ny; when H. Ross Perot was "bought off" 
the GM Board of Directors and his 
advice ignored (Inventories can be man­
aged, but people must be led.). 

Perot believed that if you take care.of 
your troops, they will follow you into the 
battle. This is true. And there are a few 
independent managers and supervisors 
that do believe in this philosophy. But 
they are'alone when it comes to GM's top 
brass. Today, the relationship between 
the union and management is still adver­
sarial and contentious. 

GM's dull lineup is a direct reflection 
of good advice that has been ignored 
over the years in favor of "dollars and 
cents," while GM's invigorating and inno­
vative older workforce continues to retire 
and fade away. 

GM's,designs remind me of the facial 
features of Japanese cartoon characters: 
The big eyes and the small "other"' fea­
tures; something more in tune to 
younger generations than ours, although 
we are still in the majority when it comes 
to buying power. 

GM has lost touch with the average 
customer because GM has failed to see 
that the "average" customer is the very 
workforce they seem to be leaving 
behind, their most valuable knowledge 
base. Employees were better devoted to a 
product and to the company division 
they belonged to before all the car lines 
were shuffled together like a deck of 

cards. When Cadillac and Chevy Impala's '• 
were built on the same line, the pride of 
the product went out the window, and a '' 
car became just a car, and a job, just a 
job. ,-\ 

Although it is sad for me to see prod- ''' r 
uct guys like Ric Monkaba retire, it is 
inevitable that my generation continue to '} 
move on, and let things that are deter- v-* 
mined to be, be. 

Stan Phillips 
Pontiac Assembly Center, -

(always a Cadillac Motor Car Division guy) "' 

Who's next? 
Hugh Gallagher's column on March 27 , 

brings up questions of states' and per­
sonal rights. The fact that the federal 
government considered procedural 
issues in the Schiavo case brought on 
accusations of intrusion of states' and 
personal rights, but no one will argue 
that this case pales in comparison with 
federal violations of these rights in the 
Elian Gonzales case five years ago. * ~ 

Sadly, in both Florida cases, those in v ; 
favor of protecting freedom and human * 
life for those unable to speak for them­
selves lost. I was shocked to see that 
Americans whose ancestors (some of 
them still living) had given up everything * 
to build a better life in this country felt 
that Elian would be better off in a place T 
where people live without even the free- Z* 
dom to earn a decent v^age, with a father y 
who had long since left-his mother to ** 
start another family. 

I was shocked again in Terri's case to "̂  
note that even practicing Catholics and •** 
Americans with disabled relatives »*t 
watched an innocent Woman starve t o I -
dea th without seeing what a violation her ^ 
death was. W h a t scares; m e the most is • ; 
that in both cases, the people who repre- ** 
sented these views claimed (rather .t;* 
patronizingly) to be with the majority of „*^ 
Americans. Who's next? It's a bitter irony^ C 
that we have soldiers risking their lives to „* 
fight for freedom and democracy abroad ^ 
while we fail at home to protect the core fa 
values upon which this^great nation was * 5' 
built. ; ' .' • *, 

Christine Kfuka 
Canton * 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Westiand Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
smason@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"We've possibly won one battle, but the war goes on, and there just appears to be attempts to slash a lot of domestic 

programs that are really good programs." 
- Jay Gilbert, Westiand Community Development director, on the future of the federal government's Community 

Development Block Grant programs 
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Wanted: Bold leaders to 
suggest sweeping changes 
mj*§ orry to have to tell you this, but while the 
^ 1 media was consumed last week with the 
°^deaths of Terri Schiavo and Pope John Paul II, 
you may have missed the really bad news. For 
Michigan's economy, that is. 

We now have the highest unemployment rate in 
the nation, 7.5 percent. And University of 
Michigan economists have revised their November 
2004 job growth forecasts, now predicting the 
state will add just 15,700 new jobs this year, far less 
than their earlier predictions. 

"The ongoing travails of the automotive industry 
are reflected in the continuing job loss for manu­

facturing over the forecast peri­
od, putting a damper on 
Michigan's economic recovery," 
wrote U-M's Joan Crary and 
George Fulton. 

But what to do about it? To 
gain perspective, try framing the 
situation this way. Suppose you 
are the CEO of a company that: 

• Is losing money. 
• Has a bad balance sheet. 
• Sports a terrible national 

image. 
• Offers a product line that is 

outdated and selling badly. 
• • Operates according to a backward-looking 
business model. 

• Faces the imminent financial failure of its 
largest subsidiary, 

• Suffers from poor corporate governance and a 
hostile board of directors. 

• Has a flawed corporate culture. 
What would you do? Simple. You would^ restruc­

ture the company. Radically. Right away. And 
you'd probably be declared a Lee Iacocca-style 
managerial genius for recognizing how serious the 
situation is and for having the guts to do some­
thing far-reaching about it. 

Well, it doesn't take a big stretch of imagination 
to realize that the company facing this dire situa­
tion is in fact our state, Michigan. 

We're losing money. The state budget has been 
in the red time after time, even unexpectedly in the 
middle of fiscal years. We cut taxes when times 
were good and we can't afford our operations now 
that times are bad. 

Our balance sheet stinks. We face a chronic 
annual structural budget deficit of at least $1 bil­
lion, and we've run out of "rainy day funds" and 
accounting gimmicks to cover it up. 

Our national image is terrible. We are regarded 
as a high-cost, rust belt state, heavily unionized and 
burdened with a tax system 30 years out of date. 

Our main industry — old-fashioned, brawn-
based heavy manufacturing — is both dated and 
evaporating before our eyes. 

Yet our business model has been to do every­
thing we can to help our old manufacturing base, 
while taking only baby steps intended to diversify 
our economy and update our tax system. In recent 
years, we have failed to invest in our intellectual 
property resource by starving our universities. 

Our biggest subsidiary, the city of Detroit, is fac­
ing a $300 million or so deficit, while Detroit's 
public school system is looking at more than $200 
million in red ink. The only real question is 
whether they will be taken over by financial 
receivers, as state law requires, before the 2006 
elections. 

Our "corporate governance" is terrible. It's in the 
hands of a term-limited Legislature which, when 
not playing musical chairs, demonstrates general 
cluelessness about what's going on. Worse, the 
CEO (i,e., Gov. Jennifer Granholm) is a Democrat, 
while the board of directors (i.e. the Legislature) is 
controlled by Republicans. Neither have demon­
strated much interest in working together. 

Our corporate culture (i.e. the assumptions 
underlying the operation of our political system) is 
rooted in the unshakable assumption that anybody 
who votes for radical change or a tax increase is 
sure to lose the next election. This goes all the way 
back to 1983, when incoming Gov. James 
Blanchard chose to raise the income tax to meet a 
state budget deficit and John Engler, then Senate 
Republican leader, masterminded the recall of two 
Democratic state senators, Phil Mastin and Dave 
Serotkin. 

If all this isn't a clear-cut cry for a program to 
radically and rationally restructure our state, I 
don't know what is. 

To her credit, Granholm is at least taking some 
steps in the right direction. Her Cherry 
Commission on education and the economy has 
set out a compelling case for doubling the number 
of college graduates in the work force (while, how­
ever, offering no money to do it). 

State Treasurer Jay Rising has proposed modifi­
cations in the Single Business Tax that would ease 
the tax burden on manufacturers, while Granholm 
herself has called for a $2 billion state bond issue 
that would fund investments in high-tech jobs. 

Yet measured against the gravity of our situa-
tionj this is still pretty small beer. What is needed 
is a clear call for a fundamental remaking of the 
underlying structure of our state. 

The last time I recall anybody doing anything 
this bold was during the early 1960s, when George 
Romney, then chairman of American Motors, 
headed up a group called Citizens For Michigan 
that advocated re-writing the 1908 Constitution, a 
document which in fact hadn't been substantially 
changed since 1867. The process resulted in a 
Constitutional Convention, usually abbreviated as 
Con-Con. The document it created was adopted by 
voters in 1963, and the momentum it generated 
propelled Romney into the governor's chair the 
year before that. 

Times are much worse now. That was an age of 
leaders who, whether you liked them or not, dared 
to be bold. And where are our bold leaders these 
days, now that we need them so desperately? 

Philip Power is the former chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network. He would be pleased to get your 
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-
erfhomecomm.net. 

Our Holy Father was 
truly a gift from God 
Our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II — a 

wonderful beacon of wisdom, deep inter­
nal life and mysticism — has departed 

from this world. An incredible human being, 
anchored in God, who touched the lives of so 
many without religious discrimination, "has 
returned to the house of the Father." 

I met the Holy Father for the first time in 
the 1950s, when I was a student at the 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow. He was a 
professor of Catholic Church social science. I 
attended his lectures and he was my examin­
er. To this day, I have kept my credit book 
with the exam's grades and his signature as a 
souvenir. 

Karol Wojtyla was a serious, frequently 
published, academic philosopher, but at the 
same time a very friendly man, almost broth­
erly to students — the seminarians — with a 
great sense of humor. The following is an 
anecdote from the time he was a professor at 
the Catholic University in Lublin. It was a 
quite well-known story there: 

It was the end-of-term examination. One 
student, who never attended lectures, was 
asking around to learn the favorite questions 
of the examiner. Finally he spotted a new face 
and approached him. He asked the same 
question. 

The man told him one of the favorite ques­
tions of the examiner and gave him the full 
answer. The student was astonished and said, 
"Wow, you will really ace the exam," but the 
other just smiled. When the student arrived 
for the test, he learned that the man was 
actually the examiner — Karol Wojtyla. 

John Paul II was a unique example: How he 
prayed and how he preached tirelessly, espe­
cially how he set an example for seminarians 
of how to celebrate the Mass. We all felt that 
he was not only a professor, but truly a man of 
God. He was always so focused on the altar 
and sacred mystery of the Mass, as if the 
whole world around him had disappeared. 

Later, from time to time, I met the Holy 
Father when he was an auxiliary bishop serv­
ing Archbishop Baziak in Krakow. What really 
surprised me was that his style of homilies 
changed drastically from the academic style I 
had heard at the university to an informal one. 
We all experienced his perspicuity as Pope 
John Paul II. He was able to carry on a conver­
sation on the level of each person. Later as car­
dinal in Poland, he was highly respected by the 
priests and the Polish episcopate. 

A few times I met the Holy Father at the 
Vatican, as well as during his pilgrimages to 
Poland and the Ukraine. I especially hold 
deep in my memory the meeting on October 
17,1997, when the Holy Father invited me 
and his longtime friend, Cardinal Marian 
Jaworski, for supper. 

x • Rod Knot 
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Monsignor Jan Jaqodztnski, spiritual director of SS. 
Cyril & Methodius Seminary prays at the Grotto on the 
campus of St. Mary's College. 

I was working at the Orchard Lake Schools 
at that time and Cardinal Jaworski had visit­
ed Orchard Lake one year before as a director 
for our seminarians' retreat. 

The Holy Father conversed with us about 
his trips to Orchard Lake, first in 1969, then ' 
again in 1976, before he had been elected 
pope. SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary, alongj 

with St. Mary's Preparatory, were always very 
close to the heart of the Holy Father. The 
"Polish Seminary," as the former is often 
called, has formed nearly 3,000 priests for 
service in dioceses throughout the U.S. since *• "• 
its founding in 1885 by Polish immigrant the 
Rev. Joseph Dabrowski. 

The great majority of the students continue 
to arrive from Poland to this day, which of 
course connected Orchard Lake to Pope John 
Paul II. 

One of the secretaries to the Holy Father 
was my former student, Monsignor 
Mokrzycki. He told the Holy Father that I 
was his rector in the seminary. The Holy 
Father looked at me and said, "He is OK. One 
can live with him." 

Monsignor Mokrzycki, Archbishop 
Dziwisz, Cardinal Jaworski and the Polish 
nuns who served him, were among the peo­
ple present at our Holy Father's death. I think 
that we all would have liked to be with our 
Holy Father in those last moments to thank 
him, to express our love and respect for him. * 
He led a life worthy of greatest admiration. *: 

Monsignor Jan Jagodzinski is the spiritual director of •< 
SS. Cyril & MethodiuSvSemmary. While he is fluent in 
English, he wrote this piece in his native Polish, it has 
been translated by the Orchard Lake-chancellor's secret, 
tary, Anna Mazur, for publication. "";; 
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Joe's Spring Specials! 

It's living on your own terms. 
With just a little help. 

Oakwood Common offers the best of both worlds for older adults. 

Total independence or, if need be, the help an aging adult may 

require. Assisted Living includes a private apartment and what­

ever personal care the individual requires. It's a warm, friendly 

community environment located on 29 beautiful acres, complete with 

nature trails and scenic views. Just moments away from shopping, 

churches and entertainment. To find out more, call 800.642.4663. 

Assisted Liyfeg at Oakwood Common 
Designed Around You* 

16351 Rotunda Drive, Dearborn, MI 48120 
www.oakwood.org 

Driscolls 
California 

Strawberries 

lb. 

Florida 
Hand Picked 

Green Beans 

lb. 

Florida 
Corn 

5/$1.49 

Driscolls 
California 

Strawberries 
$8.99s 

Cheese 

1 9 9 . 
Chunk Only 

Hydroponic 
Beefsteak 

Tomatoes 

*1.49 lb. 

Land O' Lakes 
Ice Cream 
$2.99 

^Muenstei 
Cheese 

Borden's 
Skim 

Milk Gallons 

1/2 Gallon .ChunkOnly^ £ j u J \ ) \ ) 

Spring is here at Byrd's Choice Meats 
Choice New York Strips...... $8.98ib. 
Bun Size Italian Sausage 2 .39 ib. Sweet 

Prices good thru April 13th * Byrd's Only 

Hot or 

S A V E D O U G H ! 
BUY ONE LOAF, GET A SECOND OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE FOR $1.00 

BREADSMiTH M048 W'Seven Mile Roatl' (248)447-1100 • Open Monday-Friday 8-7 • Saturday-Sunday 8-5 
« * . , » . . . . „».TH ,.*(.'.- Expires 4-14-05. Valid only at Breadsmith of Livonia, Not valid with any oilier offer. 

Come into Joe's.... 
For a wide selection of Fresh Fruits & Vegetables handpicked by Joe! 

Joe's also Offers a Variety of Domestic & Imported Wine & Cheese. 
A Grocery, Bulk Food and Fresh Roasted Coffee Dept. 
Don't See What You Want? Just Ask any of Our Staff! 

We'll be Glad to Assist You! 
P r i c e s G o o d T h r o u g h A p r i l 1 0 , 2 0 0 5 

Joe's Produce 
33X52 W. Seven Mile • Livonia, MI 48152 
www.joesproduce.com (248) 477-4333 

http://www.hometotvnUfe.com
http://erfhomecomm.net
file:///ustrtdui
http://www.oakwood.org
http://www.joesproduce.com
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lU.Rep. 
Thaddeus 

McCotter meets 
with Pope John 
' Paul II at the 

Vatican in 2004. 
McCotter 

sponsored a 
resolution 

honoring the 
1 pontiff on his 

25th 
anniversary as 
pope last year. 

McCotter remembers 
pope's 'God bless America' 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

Last year U.S. Rep. 
Thaddeus McCotter sponsored 
a resolution recognizing Pope 
John Paul II on the 25th 
anniversary of his papacy and 
delivered the resolution to the 
pontiff at Vatican City. 

"I had met him earlier when 
we had a parliamentary exchange 
with the European parliament, 
but that was with a big group " 
McCotter said Monday. "This was 
an audience, just three of us. It 
wasn't a good day for him. He 
was having good days and bad 
days and this wasn't a good one. 
Sut the mind was sharp. He kept 
saying God bless America. The 
<ftie thing he stressed was God 
jsless America." 
: McCotter said it seemed like 
John Paul was telling the 
Americans to continue America's 
leadership in spreading freedom. 
He said that as a former resident 
Of a Communist country, the 
Polish pope understood how 
important that was. 

"Temporally and spiritually 
he was important. Where those 
roles converged is his role in 
the collapse of communism," 
McCotter said. "Communism is 
an atheistic ideology that held 
captive nations." 

John Paul was Archbishop 
Karol Wojtyla of Krakow, 
Poland, before his election as 

pope in 1978. 
McCotter, a Roman Catholic, 

said John Paul spoke to reli­
gious everywhere and of every 
generation, not just to 
Catholics. 

"It's hard to say if it would 
have been the same effect hav­
ing a pope from Italy," 
McCotter said. 

John Paul was the first non-
Italian pope in 455 years. 

McCotter said he would like to 
see the Conclave of Cardinals, 
who will select a pope in the next 
few weeks, reach out again to 
another part of the world. 

"I would hope they look 
toward Latin America," 
McCotter said. "Latin America 
plays such a large role and so 
many Latin Americans in the 
United States are Catholic." 

He said a Latin American pope 
would have a political impact 
similar to John Paul's in opposing 
Fidel Castro and Communist 
forces in the region. 

On Tuesday, McCotter intro­
duced a resolution in the 
House "honoring the life and 
expressing the condolences of 
the House on the passing of 
Pope John Paul II." 

McCotter was not selected to 
be par t of the U.S. House 2 3 -
member delegation to the 
pope's funeral Friday. 

hgailagher@oe.homecomm.net 
(734) 953-2149 

% ^ " ^ i f t X V E i S f r * 
^ERFECT CREDIT HOT REQUIRED.^ 

_ ^ j l s t& 2nd Mortgages V ^ 
\£? Debt Consolidations, Personal and Automobiles 

S> 

* 
Low Rates No Fees Fast Results! 

* t 
?. 

Call Toll Free! 
l-866-4to6-5557 

"\ s*±t 
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Show & Sale 
Barbie * Tonner * Madam Alexander 

Tyler * Gene * Cissy 

April 10,2005 10am-3pm 

$5 admission No strollers allowed 

Livonia Marriott, Livonia Michigan 

y^Robert Tonner 
of the Tonner Doll Company 

For m o r e in fo rmat ion w w w . g a w f u n d . o r g GAWFund@aol.com 

G A W F u n d P O B o x 4 5 2 M a s o n , M l 4 8 8 5 4 

Michigan, cou 
Airbus manufi 

Michigan is making a bid 
to attract a new engineering 
and manufacturing complex 
to design and produce the 
KC-330 aerial refueling air­
craft for Airbus. The multi­
phase project could bring 
more than 1,000 jobs and 
$600 million in investment to 
Michigan. 

Willow Run Airport is one 
of three potential Michigan 
locations mentioned in a pro­
posal by the;Michigan 
Economic Development 
Corporation. The other loca­
tions are Alpena and 
Chippewa County/Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

"We have really rolled up 
our sleeves to create a solid 
proposal for Airbus' consider­
ation," Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm said in a press 
release last Thursday. "The 
field will be competitive with 
as many as 38 states in the 
running for this project. I am 
confident that our favorable 
business climate, impeccable 
workforce and creative eco­
nomic incentives will be the 

nty court 
icturing plant 

winning combination that 
will land this project in 
Michigan." 

Business incentives will be 
available to Airbus at whatev­
er Michigan location it choos­
es, with specific incentives 
varying due to the unique 
characteristics of each site. 

"We are in the ring with a 
number of tough contenders 
for this project," MEDC 
President and CEO Don 
Jakeway said in the release. 
"Even though the competition 
is fierce, we have a very con­
vincing proposal for Airbus to 
consider that would benefit 
the company and our state 
alike." 

Willow run has 350 usable 
acres in the northeast corner 
of the airport. The county 
released a statement saying 
that the county, Van Buren 
Township and the airport 
were proposing $77-5 million 
in economic incentives to 
bring the project to Willow 
Run, including $49 million in 
county Renaissance Zone Tax 
Savings. 

County accepts hazardous waste 
Wayne County will hold its 

annual Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection Day Saturday, 
April 16. 

Waste will be collected from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Romulus 
Civic Center, 11111 Wayne Road. 

The county is accepting 
everything from smoke detec­
tors and fire extinguishers to 
unidentifiable waste. 

"We will collect old computer 
monitors, televisions, car batteries 
and fertilizer to help ensure that . 

this waste is disposed of in a prop­
er manner," County Commissioner 
Laura Cox, R-Livonia, said. "We 
wQl even be accepting old mercury 
thermometers and replacing them 
with a new, safe digital thermome-
teif 

The drop-off day is only open 
to residents of Wayne County. 
No commercial or industrial 
waste will be accepted. 

For more information, contact 
the county's Department of 
Environment at (734) 326-3936. 
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Michigan's Play System Superstore 
M Selection... More tads... Compare % Save! 

Jake's Jungle Jym 

NowflSffi 
you Save $699 

Sale End 4/17/05 
Cannot combine with any cither promotion. 

T h e D o l t H o s p i t a l & T o y S o l d i e r S h o p 39-17W 12M1I0 Berkley 248.543-0115 
Monday -Wndnoscl.iy 1(t 5 30 Thursday 10-3 30 Rids-iy & Salmday 10-5 30 Sunday 12-4 Foi S*jngsot? 

40 Pound 
Bag 

Garden Seeds 
Onion Sets 

Seed Potatoes 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD 
•11:00AM - Perennial Gardening 
Successful perennial gardening in sun 
or shade. 
•2:00FM - Sense Of Humus 
Earth friendly fertilizers, making & 
using compost, secrets of the soil, soil 
nutnent testing. 
•3:00PM Raises, Roses, Roses 
Questions & Answers with Mark Pblio 
from Star Roses 
•4:00PM Ready. Se t Go! 
How to prep your garden bed from soil 
up, and gardening tips by Dave Smith. 

USBSJlffl,AH 

& Evergreens -FruitTrees ^Vines 
®ShadeTrees ® Berry Bushes • Grapes 

glhwering Shrubs • and more! 
•visit us at: 

www.clydesmithandsons.com 

etlTDE SJOTH B SONS 
GREENHOUSES & GARDEN CENTERS 

8()00NEWBURGH> WESTLAND ; 

({T/m} € 2 S - M M ; 
OPEN 9-7 MONDAY-SATURDAY; 9-6 SUNDAY ? 

Buddy's 'Slice of Life' 
event aids Capuchins 

Buddy's Pizza will host the 
29th Annual "Slice of Life" 
fund-raiser for the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen, 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday, April 11, at its 
nine metro area locations. 

Tickets are available through 
the Capuchins or can be pur­
chased at the door. For more 
information, call (313) 529-
2100, Ext. 201. 

"Buddy's pizza is happy and 
honored to be involved with 
the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, an 
organization that helps so 
many people in so many ways," 
Budcr/s Pizza President Robert 
Jacobs, explained. 

Capuchin Soup Kitchen 
Interim Executive Director 
Father David Pruess agrees. 
"This is a very important event 
for the Soup Kitchen. Last 
year we had wall to wall peo­
ple, eating pizza, enjoying the 
activity, all while helping the 
Soup Kitchen. Over $ 72,000 
was raised last year. That 
money goes to help the chroni­
cally poor and the working 
poor. And unfortunately, those 
who need our help continues to 
grow. Buddy's Pizza has been 
an important partner for 29 
years. Not to mention that 

they have darn good pizza!" 
The 2005 event marks the . 

29th year of the fund-raiser. 
Capuchin brothers will be 
available to answer questions. 
"Lovely the Clown" and friends 
from 2clowns.com will create 
balloon sculptures during the 
evening hours. 

The event features all you. 
can eat cheese and two-top­
ping pizza and salad (Greek, 
garden and antipasto) when 
dining in one of Buddy's 
Pizza's six locations on April 
11,11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Carry ; \ 
out is also available as four 
squares of a two topping pizzk 
or as an individual sized salad.' 
Carryout is available at all 
nine locations. 

Buddy's dine-in restaurants 
are located in Auburn Hills, 
Dearborn, Detroit, Farmington 
Hills, Livonia, Detroit/Grosse 
Pointe and Warren. Carry-out 
only 

shops are in Royal Oak and 
Bloomfield Township. For a 
complete listing visit the web 
at www.buddyspizza.com 

Founded in 1929, the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen has 
served more than 2,400 meals 
a day. 

C U S T O M B U I L T G A R A G E S 
GREAT PRICES! GREATER QUALITY! 

inc ludes: v iny l Sid ing • w i t h Concrete F loor • Garage Doors 
Also Mailable: Kitchens • Bathrooms • Recreation Rooms 

• Siding & Additions • Patio & Forth Enclosures 

» i 

ANY COMPLETE,! 
1 G A R A G E , 
f, KITCHEISl 

\ - , OR BATH I 
I With coupon only. Coupon may not be combined | 
1 with any ^^^[j*JM^]^2!P]L J&E^sl 

visit us 
online @ 

www.millergarage.com 

M"\'WM$ FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE CALL 

sSBs^t im sin «e? !§M«re §i ssi 
NO MONEY DOWN • BANK FINANCING • COMPLETELY LICENSED & INSURED 

OE03309BE? 

Never Clean Gutters Again! 

*. 

...The system that is 
just as effective and 

durable as the competition 
in 1 " in 1 i> i 

,. , Our Product is 
• So Good ..We Give a 

. Lifetime Warranty 

Don t Pay Home Improvement Sales Commissions 

No payment until the job is complete. 

Other companies say there is f.nancing available 

• Windows • Siding • Doors 
Call your friendly neighborhood gutterman 

7506 N. Hix • Westland 

Go long. Go short. Win either way. 
7-MONTH CD 18-MONTH CD 

$500 minimum-& Circle Checking $500 minimum &. Circle Checking 

To open a CD? call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visit' us in person at any Charter One branch. Not your typical bank? 

Member FDIC. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of this publication date. Umlted-tlme offer may be withdrawn at anytime. Minimum CD opening, deposit Is $500. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees, if any, may reduce earnings on the account. Minimum opening balance for Circle Checking Is $50. See a banker for details. 

i '• \ 
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