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BY DARRELL CLEM
BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER
STAFF WRITER

A plastics manufacturing compa-
ny has proposed investing millions
of dollars in its Westland facility, if
city officials agree to provide tax

" incentives.

Plastipak Packaging has proposed
: spending $15 million to upgrade
! equipment at its facility on John
Hix Road, south of Ford. In return,
company officials have asked city
! leaders for a 12-year reprieve on
paying new personal property taxes.
i Plastipak officials already have
b met with city officials to discuss the
' proposal, and a second round of
: talks is expected.
] “I think we're looking at it open-
mindedly,” said Westland City
Council President Charles
Pickering.

Plastipak has several facilities in
which it could make the $15 million
investment, he said, “but they would
! prefer that it be in Westland.”

Company officials couldn’'t be
reached early this week, but
Pickering estimated that Plastipak
employs as many as 200 workers.

- Westland city officials remain worried about pos-
sibly losing federal dollars for local programs that
help senior citizens, troubled youths, public safety
departments, low-income homeowners and phys1-
cally disabled residents.

Local leaders concede that President George W,
Bush isn’t likely to-receive the support he needs
from U.8. legislators to eliminate Community
Development Block Grant programs. ‘ i

“The program appears to be safe at this time,” "
Westland Community Deve]opment Director James
Gilbert said. “But now we're concerned about what
the funding level will be.”

Bush’s plan would slash CDBG funding and Shlft
the program, along with 16 others, from the U.S.
Housing and Urban Development Department to
the Commerce Department.

Westland receives $1.2 million a year in CDBG
funds, but local officials fear possible cuts amid
talks of shifting the federal dollars from Midwest
and Northeast states to the south and west, Gilbert
said. i
“We think that onr federal legislators, if they 1
Plans to upgrade the facility couid really represent the state of Michigan and their

add more jobs, he said. - ) constituents, will not go along with shifting the
; The company also is one of the Jeff Kreitner, 14, of Westland and a freshman at John G!enn High School, airs it out off the volcano at money, he said. “We've possibly won one battle, -

top 20 taxpayers in Westland, said Westiand's Concrete Jungle skate park during spring hreak but the war goes on, and there just appears to be
city Assessor James Elrod. _ attempts to slash a lot of domestic programs that

City officials stopped granting tax
abatements around 1983, Pickering
o said, because the economy was
: * strong and it was believed that com-
. panies didn’t need the relief.

are really good programs.”

Earlier this month, the Westland City Council
and Mayor Sandra Cicirelli adopted a joint resolu-
tion detailing how the city for 30 years has benefit-
| : ed from CDBG funds.

P The council even adopted a reso- : : : ‘ “It's our tax dollars that are being returned to -
| lution stating that tax abatements ' local government to benefit our residents, and it

would no longer be offered - a deci- Spnng break, warin has been proven over the years that it hiétps our

sion that Pickering said could be community provide services to those in need,™:

‘f overturned. Weather draW CrOWdS council President Charles Pickering said.

“The economy is different now,” k The money has been used to: o i
he said. B Revitalize low-income homes and s abrhze
During a meeting last week, city tO Skate pa'r ) once-declining neighborhoods. . i
officials asked for more information B Improve roads, water lines;’ pubhc 31dewalks

@ i

T

from Plastipak before deciding BY DARRELL CLEM and sewer systems and remove diseased ash trees
: whether to offer the tax breaks. STAFF WRITER in eligihle neighborhoods.
P Plastipak hasn'’t threatened to W Buy fire department vehicles and pubhc warn-
i close its Westland facility, even if Westland’s skate park, Concrete Jungle, ing sirens and upgrade fire stations, including _
P the tax abatement is denied, has drawn large crowds since it opened last. building a new station on the city’s southeast side. -
] Pickering said. The decision for Friday — a sure sign that spring has -~ o
b local officials is whether to lose cer- - arrived. PLEASE SEE GRAN'I'{:AS
! 4 tain tax revenues for 12 years to “It has been packed,” Westland Parks anid . : ~
. ensure investment in the local facil- Recreation Director Robert Kosowski said.
E - ity. . “I den’t know if it’s because these kids had i} i . '
! “They're going to make that cabin fever or what, but they're deﬁmtely suecessful. The outdoor park is located on
i investment somewhere Pickering out there.” the west side of the Bailey Recreation
; sa.ld Concrete Jungle had been closed since Center, behind Westland City Hall on Ford
i Nov. 22, but Kosowski said he is optimistic i ‘ :
! dclem@oehomecomm.net | {734) 953-2110 that the skate park’s fourth season will be . . PLEASE SEE SKATE PARK, A5
i : ‘

- Suspect linked to dozens "\.of break-ins

BY DAN WEST months,” said Livonia pollce Lt. Greg Winn. ; TOoOm wmdow to enter the home, steal j Jew- .

| STAFF WRITER “We've known of this suspect for a while, elry and walk out the front door, Thé home-—_ |
i - . but he was one of many possible suspects.” . owners were out of town at the tim:
i Investigators say a 46-year-old Westland He added the man is a suspect in atleast . As officers arrived, they observeda == 4
,3 man arrested for breaking into a home in a dozen Livonia home invasions, including ¢ Chrysler LHS leawng the area. Police, noti- - i
. the Ann Arbor Road-Ann Arbor Trail area two in the State Streets subdivision last . fied by 2 home security alarm company;, = ' i
Pl may be linked to a number of home inva- week. ' stopped the vehicle and started asking the - E
P sions in Livonia and Westland in recent The parolee was arrested early Tuesday  : driver questions. Winn said there were
! months. morning by Livonia officers respondingto a  inconsistencies in the suspect’s statements,
“We've had an extraordinary number of home invasion on Houghton at 12:25 a.m. ' : : e

home invasions here over the past two Someone chucked a rock through a hed-
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Teens visit
school to
‘Celebrate
Wayne'

The transition from middle
to high school can sometimes
be overwhelming for students,
so the students, staff and
administration at Wayne
Memorial High School in
Wayne want to make the
change as easy as possible for
incoming freshman,

Earlier this month, they
mvﬂ:ed.blghth« grade students
who reside in the Wayne High
attendgnce area from Adams, |
Franklin, Marshall and
Stevenson Middle Schools to

“Celebrate Wayne.”

The goal of “Celebrate
Wayne” is to make next year’s
freshman class feel welcome at
their new school. The eighth-
graders were bussed to Wayne

‘Memorial where they saw an

introductory presentation in
the auditorium, toured the
building and got the chance to
visit with students who repre-
sent ¢lubs and activities avail-
able at Wayne.

They also were given post-
cards with their address on

them which they could submit -

to any group they wanted
more information. That infor-

&

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 31, 2005

| LOCAL NEWS |

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Eighth-grade students from Franklin Middle Schoaol are greeted by the Wayne Memorial High Schoot Band as thev arrwe
to tour the school during the ‘Celebrate Wayne' program.

mation and a welcome will be
sent to them during the sum-
mer,

Students currently attend-
ing parochial or private school
also had the opportunity to
attend “Celebrate Wayne.” and
parents/guardians were invit-
ed to attend the evening open
house of Celebrate Wayne .

There were meetings with
the ninth-grade coordinator,
Vanessa Stafford, and parents’
and students were able to view
the displays from more 60
clubs and activities available at
WMHS in the media center, as
well as tour the building and
grounds.

Franklin Middle Schoo! eighth-graders Nicole McCaffrey (from left) and
Jessica Bailey talk to Wayne Memorial cheerleaders Georgia Baker and

Ashley Sullivan.

Night Off

Parents looking for an
evening out should circlg
Friday, April 22, and June 3.

Those nights the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department, the Westland
Jaycees and Hoops Stars
Basketball and Academic
Tutoring will offer Parents'
Night Off. .

Parents can leave their chil-

_dren at the Bailey Recreation

Center 6-10 p.m. both evenings
and enjoy a night out while the
kids enjoy a pizza dinner
(chips and a beverage includ-
ed) and two activities. The
choices include basketball,

PLACES & FACES

cheerleading, math games and
arts and crafis, and kids can
choose the same activity for
both sessions.

The event is for children in
first through eighth grades and
cost $20 for one gblzﬂd per
night off or $35 per child for
both. Register by April 19 for
the first night off and by May
30 for the June 30 program at
the Bailey Recreation Center,
3351-Ford.

For more information, call |
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268,

Off and running
North Brothers Ford and the

City of Westland are sponsor-

ing the seventh annual 5K Fun

Run and Walk Saturday, May
14, for the benefit of the ~
Karmanos Cancer Institute.
Runners and walkers collect
donation in advance of the
race/walk which will start at 9
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation
Center. Prizes and recognition
will be awarded to the top
three females and top three
males in seven age groups -
ages 1-10, 11-19, 20-29,30-

39,40-49, 50-59, 60 and over.

The pre-registration dead-
line is May 7 and T-shirts are
guaranteed for all registered by
that date. The registration fee
is $12 for students age 18 and
under and $15 for adults, After
May 7, the fee is $185.

" Trade Vine

Keg Beer
Available

Liquor & Deli

27455 Stx Mile Road Lwon;a

734-261-5353

‘Money
» Orders

Registration starts at 8 a.m. on
race day.
For more information, con-

-tact Erin Jackson at North

Brothers Ford at (734) 524~
1232, Registrations can be sent
to her attention at the dealer-
ship, 33300 Ford Road, .

‘Westland; MI 48185. Checks

should be made payable to
North Brothers Ford.
Historic fashions
Local historians wifl sponsor
an “old-time” fashion show and

‘luncheon at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, April 13, 1o raise
money to help repair the city’s
historic Octagon House.

The cost is $12 per person.
The event will be held at the
Bajley Recreation Center,
behind City Hall on Ford
Road. The show will be held in
memory of the late Howard
Becker, who was a supporter of
the Octagon House.

For more information or to
inquire about tickets, call (734)
729-1605, (734) 522-3918 or
(734) 729-2953.

¥

-computer servuces and

free Mexican fare

SOUND OFF

Musicians interested in
buying or selling instruments
and accessories will have
another venue in which to do
so - right in Garden City.

David Goldsworthy is about
to open the doors to Blues
Airmen Guitars and Music, at
30955 Ford Road. Over the
years he’s operated a Web site
- and a band - under the
satme name, Now he’s decided
to do something he's always
dreamed of - own his own
music store. Goldsworthy said
he already owns plenty of
inventory, He's been storing
about 150 guitars in his base-
ment and garage.

The store, scheduled to
open in May, will sell guitars,
bass guitars, amplifiers,
drums and accessories like
strings and pedals, “mostly on
con51gnment He envisions
the inventory will expand,

“and he'll eventually bring in

music teachers who offer
instrument lessons.

Loak for a variety of
brands: Gibson, PRS, Fender,
and other major names in
music. Goldsworthy said the
merchandise will range from
beginner’s instruments to col-
lectibles.

*This is something I've
always wanted to do,” he said.
Blues Airmen Guitars and

Music will be open from 11

-a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday .

through Saturday. For more
information, call {734) 525-
9101 or check bluesairmen-
music.com.

GET ONLINE

When viruses attack a com-
puter, Steve McLeod knows
just how to.fix it. As owner of
recently-opened Internet City
Computers in Westland, he
does everything from sell and
custom-build computers to
repair them.

McLeod ran the business
from hls Lwonla home for a
few years, before opening the
store in October. Since then,
he’s noticed more public
exposure and is better
equipped to keep up with
changing technology. .

“Originally I got into Web
design,” he said. “I found
building computers and
repeiring them to be alot
more exciting.”

With the ever-growing
world of technology, and the
constant threat of new com-
puter viruses, and spyware,

@bserver
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MeLeod maintains a steady -

business.

Customer Nancy Elder said:-

“Steve Mcl.eod is as nice as

“they come. He is very helpful

and courteous to all of his
customers and his prices are
very reasonable - always
below the pnces of .. where I
used to go.”

McLeod doesn’t keep a.

large inventory. He sells hard .

drives, memory, monitors,
keyboards, and other acces-
sories in the store, and aims
to keep his prices “fairly com-
petitive” He estimates a gen-
eral service call costs abeut
$40. -
Internet City Computers is
at 35948 Ford Road in
Westland. The store is open
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays
and Thursdays; 10 a.m. to &
p-mn. Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays, and rioon to 4
p.m. Saturdays. For more
information, call (734) PC-
STORE or visit www.inter-
netcitycomputers.com.

FREE FOOD

There is such a thing as a
free meal. And, even better,
you can get a free meal while
helping a good cause. The
recently opened Qdoba
Mexican Grill in Farmington
Hills invites the community
to an Open House Fiesta from
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday,
April 29 at the restaurant.

Bring the entire family fora -

free entree and fountain pop,
balloons and coloring books
for the kids, all to benefit the
Muscular Dystrophy
Association. Call (248) 354-

" 0950 or (248) 324~2185 for

more information.

Qdoba Mexican Grill is at
33224 12 Mile Road in
Farmington Hills,

Staff writer Stacy Jenkins con-
{ributed to this report.

Stephanie Angetyn Casola writes
iabout new and changing businesses .
for the Observer & tccentric

Newspapers. T-mail tips on your new,
favorite Wayne County shop ta sca- ~

soia@oe.homecomm.net or call (734)
953-2054.

MOM TO MOM SALE

8s. Simon and Jude Church
will hold its first annual Mom"*
to Mom sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 8, at the
church, 32500 Palmer Road,
‘Westland. Used infant and
children’s items will be for
sale. There also will be-a raffle
and food will be available.

Admission is'$1 for adults
and children free when
accompanied by a parent.
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Fried pushes early childhood ed and rebuilding of schools

STAFF WRITER :?:zdes in there? ) LiV 0 n ia | b 0 a r d ra C e '
loses candidate

l He said teachers with a nontra-
| Bill Fried, a 66-year<old Livonia  ditional academic background
The race for seats on the Livonia Board of _
Education just got somewhat smaller. One of - g

H

attorney, is among seven candi- have a lot to give students.
dates aiming for a seat on the Early education s another

the six candidates has decided to drop out, five

weeks prior to election day.

.
ELECTION

Editor's note: T,he 3!Iowinq is
the first in a seriedof candi-
date profiles for Lyonia Public
Schools Board of Hucation
‘candidates. Distrig voters will
elect two people t{four-year
terms in the Tuescy, May 3,
election.
Candidates are Wiljam C.

| | Livonia Board of Education. If major coneern for Fried.

1+ elected, he would push for more “Education starts before kinder-
emphasis on early childhood edu-  garten,” he said. “Why do we wait
cation, vocational opportunities to teach a foreign language? Why
for students who  don’t we start younger?”

aren’t college- Likewise, he wants t0 see a
bound, and a change in high school curriculum.

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

money would be best spent and
why. “There may be more eco-
nomical ways to look at these
buildings,” he said.

stronger high Fried was disheartened at recent Fried, Frank Kalingi, Steve - Fried believes rebuilding : schaol™ “I have’decided to not pursue election to the
i school academie  news that reading statistics that King, Dan Lessardind Cynthia buildings would foster growthand  position any further,” wrote Christopher C. .
J program. showed weakness at the high Markarian. Candidite solve Livonia’s concerns of declin-  Kaufman in an e-mail message sent Sunday.
: Fried has been - ' school level. He said he wants to | y ] ing enrollment. “Rebuilding can Kaufman did not attend the first public can-
a Livonia resi- find out “why they’re failing” Christopher C. Kayman filed, affect demographic proportions,” didate forum, organized by the Livonia
dentsince 1972 rather than spend time to “re- but has chosen nd to cam- he said, adding that revamping Demaocratic Club on March 16.
and raised four train high school and middle . : ' nelghborhoods will also draw in He is currently a full-time student at Eastern
Fried children who school teachers.” paign. businesses. Michigan University, and works as graph1c

.attended Livonia “Are we here to train teachers or “No one has tried this,” he said. designer.

i Public Schools. to are we here to educate kids?” he “I throw out ideas and concepts. 1 Kaufman said he has chosen to support the
; “I moved here, like mahy peo- asked. ‘ do think they should have avision ~ two incumbent candidates seeking election on
! ple; for thie schoal system,” he said.” Fried has run for school board of where you'd like to be. It's the May 3 — Daniel Lessard and Cynthia

Markarian.

. “I believe Mr. Lessard and Ms. Marka.rlan
have a proven track record and will continue to,
provide excellent service to our schools,” he
said. “I wish them the best of luck in their bids
for re-election.”

Also campaigning for the two four-year terms
on the board are William C. Fried, Frank
Kalinski and Steve King.

marketplace of ideas. Nothing
should be considered out-of-
bounds”

Fried admits change is neces-
sary in Livonia, and he doesn't
expect it will happen overnight.
“Sometimes it takes a long time to
sell the program,” he said.

rather than continufto pay
increases in salary aiﬁfunds are
dwindling.

He said dollars aline are not the
answer to Livonia’s jnancial prob-
lems. Money won't tansfer into
student achievemer he said.

Fried would like t{see a master
plan created for thechool dis-

" trict, a method of deiding where

Fried became involved in the
schools when his son was interest-
ed in taking vocational classes but
wanted to maintain an academic
path for college. That wasn’ta
possibility, Fried recalled, so he
fought to change the rules.

“The people who control the
education system are the ones
who have academic degrees,” he

trustee about four times, he said.
He's pushing for a change in the
way board members think about
education and address problems,
like funding.

“They’re operating a system
that’s not self-sustainable,” he
said. “We are in a crisis.”

Fried proposed that the district
institute a merit pay raise system,

scasola@oe homecomm.net | (734 953-2054 By Stephanie A. Casola
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He reads ...
he scores

He's the familiar voice
as the Detroit Red
Wings, but with the
hockey season
canceled, announcer
Ken Kal put his voice to
good use reading Percy
the Parrot Passes the
Puck to students at
Lincoln Efementary
School. Kal was a guest
reader at the school as
" part of its March Is
[ Reading Month
activities. He also
'discussed the
importance of reading
with students and
donated 300 CCHA
(college hockey) playoff
. tickets to the school.
The-tickets were raffied
off during Family
Literacy Night.

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Bills wou

State Rep. Glenn 8, Andeson,
D-Westland, is urging his co-
leagues in the state Legislatye -
to pass bills that would refom
the secretive process by whig
the Michigan Catastrophic
Claims Association is able tq
continue raising insurance rtes.

The MCCA is raising its
2005-06 rate to $141.70. Th
11.4-percent increase, which

ed
to insurance premiums thiia):’]c1
auto insurers charge to eachpf
the 7.1 million motorists in
Michigan. The 2004 rate wé

“Ag we recognize ‘Sunshirt
Week’ in Michigan, and as dr
State government, our agendes
and even many businesses ag
now open to public accountbil-
ity, the MCCA continues to
operate behind closed doorg
Anderson said. “How do thy
set their rates? What formu
they use? Is it justifiable? W,
will never know unless the

do

|

MCCA lets us sec how it con-
ducts its business.

This cloak of secrecy is at odds
with the public’s call for more
openness, Insurance rates )
should not be a mystery to the
motorists of Michigan. The con-
sumet deserves a right to know
how those rates are set.”

Jennifer M. Granholm has
called for the passage of the leg-
islation Anderson has intro- -
duced, saying, “The public needs
to have a say in this process, and
I call on the Legislature to add
sunshine to the process of set-
ting our citizens’ auto insurance
rates”

Senate Bills 152 and 153,
introduced with bi-partisan
support by Sen. Mark Schauer,
and House Bills 4140 and 4141,
introduced by Rep. Lee
Gonzalez, would add a member
of thé general public to the
MCCA board. The bills also
would require that the MCCA
be included under the Freedom

of Information Act (FOIA) and
Open Meetings Act:{OMA.)
House Bill 4112, introduced
by Anderson, will increase the
MCCA board to nine members,
including three members of the

general public.

“Public input is a vital check
on our insurance rates, and it

will help keep those rates afford- |

able for Michigan’s motorists,”
Anderson said.
The MCCA, an mdependent

‘insurance fund that pays for the
. care of severely injured

motorists when such claims
exceed $250,000. The MCCA
requires all auto insurance com-
panies in Michigan to pay a cer-
tain amount into the fund.

The MCCA sets the amount -

paid into the fund. In 2001, the .

MCCA rate was $14:41, and has
skyrocketed since; Last year,
MCCA rates were raised to
record highs, The rates are
determined by five insurance
executives who assess the

The Standard Federal Bank Home Equita Line of Credit is a smart, conveniant way to
gel the mohey you need, when you nged it. You can use the equity ih your home for just
ehout anything, from horne -improvernents and debi.corisol‘:dation 1o college tuition. Even
emnergency expenses. ACCEss your money anytime with cohvenie_nt checks or with Standard
" Federal Oniine. There are o 'éioséng costs and-the interest may be tax deductibie® Applying
is quick and easy. Simply call (877) 7328240, stop by any Standard Fetleral Bank branch or

T
%

4.75%: | 540%
$250,000 or more | $125,001524¢,999

Credit Line Cred Line

5.25 &5

) £ AP B

$75,000-5124,999 525 00s74,998

Credit Line Cred Line - visit standardfederalbank.com.

ABN AMRO

Standard Federal Bank |

d reform setting of insurance rates

reserve amount needed for the
MCCA fund. |
Because the MCCA is a statg-

 torily established private associ-

ation, it isn’t subject to FOIA or
OMA laws. There also is no
public member on the current
board who can represent the
interests of the millions of insur- -
ance rate payers

“It’s certainly appropriate dur-
ing ‘Sunshine Week' to demand
more accountability and trans-
parency on the MCCA and its
decision miaking process,”
Granholm said. “Michigan driv-
ers are paying the tab and have
the right to hold the MCCA
acecountable and to know how
their auto rates have been set.”

Granholm declared the week
of March 13 as Sunshine Week
in Michigan to encourage more
government access for the citi-
zens of Michigan who have the |
right to know how public offi-
cials are representing them and
spending their tax dollars.

of B0% or fgss. On February 28, Z005, Primi

conditions imposed by the city: state of col

*The Annual Percentage Rates {APRs} on Sthdard Federal Bank's Home Equity Lines of Credit are tied to Prime. Prime is the highest Prime Rate as published in the “Money Rates” section of The Wall Street Joumed on the iast publishing
day of the calendar memih immediately pratcing the biling-cycle. The margin tid to-Prime varies and depends on the approved cradit ling amount and combined loan-to-velue. APHS disciosed above sssume a combsined loar-to-value
35 5.50% and the APR on Standard Federal Bank's Home Fquity Ling of Credit products varied between 4.75% and 8.50%. Prime is a variable rate; as it changes, the APA on your account 7.0
will change. The maximum APR is 21%. Alloon payment will result at the end of the ten-year draw period. The Home Equity Lines are limited to owner-cccupled, 1-4 family principal residences and are subjectto no Jessthana .+«
sscand lien position on your property. You Just carty insurance on the property that secures this loan. Flood insurance requirad if necessary. Thera Is 2 $50 annual fee after the first year unless you are a member of Credit ’
Exclusives. Gonsult your tax advisor conoesng the deductibifity of interest. Closing costs paid by Standard Federal Bank are limited to appraisal, title insurance, flood certification and recording fees. Any additional fees or
that the subject property is located in wilt be tha borrower's respensibiiity. The APRs are-subject tmchange without notice. Member FOIC. ©2005 Standard Federal Bank NA
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BEATHS
J

Elizabeth Klaver Jenkins, 78, of
Traverse City, died March 27.
M

Mary Elizabeth “Moily” Mundt, 63,
. of Plymouth, died March 26,
3 ‘
Ann Bleakiey Spicer, 77, formerly of
Birmingham, died March 28.

MIKE MODANO ICE ARENA

Open Skating

Open skating is available noon-1:45 -
p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
now through March 31, Cost is $3.50
for children and seniors and $4.50
for adults. Get $1 off on weekdays
admissions. Skate rental is $2.50,
and skate sharpening $4,

Drop-in Hockey

Drop-in hockey is available 10-11:45
a.m. Tuesday, Thursday-and Friday.
Cost is §5 per player (daytime hours)

and goalies skate free. There aiso is &

Friday evening session 10 p.m. to

12:45 a.m, Cost is S10.

Full equipment is required.
Freestyle Ice

tce time for freestyle skatrnq is
available 2:30-4:50 p.m, Monday, 6-5
a.m, and 2:30-5:50 p.m. Tuesday,
2:30-5:50 p.m. Wednesday 6-8 a.m.
and 2:30-4:20 p.m Thursday and
2:30-5:50 p.m. Friday.

Fifty-minute sessions cost $5.25,
white 30-minute sessions are $3.50.
There's an additional $1 charge for

.drop-in. The arena is at 6210 N.
Wildwood, just south of Hunter. For
additional information, cal! the arena
at (74) 729-4560.

BAILEY RECREATION CENTER

Court Use

Court costs are based on prime time
hours - 4-10 p.m. Monday-Friday and
all day Saturday and Sunday - and
non-prime time hours -; 9 am. to 3
p.m. Monday-Friday. ‘

A Racquetball Courts - $9 per hour

_ prime time and $8 per hour non-
prime time for residents and $11 per
hour non-prime time and $12 per
hour prime time for non-residents.

@ Wailybatl Courts - $11 per hour
non-prime time and $12 per hour
prime time for residents and $16 per
hour non-prime time $18 per hour -
prime time for non-residents.

M Brewbatl - $7 per hour non-prime
time and $8 per hour prime time for .
residents and $t0 per-hour non-prime
time and S per hour prime time for
non-residents,

Court Gold Cards (1C hours of time)
are available at $80 resident rac-

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

.Complete paid obituasies can be
found inside today's Sports in

Passages on page C9.

for non-residents, Students pay $1,

but must show middle school or high

schoo identification card.
Weight/Fitness Room

The weight/fitness room is open 9.
a.m, to 10 p.m. seven days a week.
Residents pay $4 daily (waik-in), with
contracts for unlimited use costing
$25 per month, $80 for six months
and $190 for a year. Non-residents
pay $6 daily (walk-in), with contracts
for unlimited use costing $35 per
month, $120 for six months and $225
forayear

Facility and Park Rentals

Various room sizes are available for
all occasions, inctuding showers,
wedding receptions, parties, classes,
business meetings, etc.

Room Rentals - Various room sizes
are available for ali occasions includ-
ing showers, wedding receptions,
parties, classes, business meetings,
fund-raisers and more. Cali the Bailey
Recreation Center at (734) 722-7620
for availabifity and prices between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Park Rentals - Pavilions, tables and
grills are available May through
October. Central City Park and Tattan
Park have two pavitions each. Sam
Corrado Park has three pavilions.
Reservations begin in.January for
the upcoming.outdobr season. Call
the Bailey Recréation Centerat (734) -
122-1620 for exact date new reser-
vations will start for next year.

- Wedding Photos

Have your wedding ceremony or plc- :
tures taken at the Faust Pavilion at
the William D..Faust Library. For more
information, call (734) 722-7620. '

SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CENTER

Programs, Activities, Services -

B Alterations: The Friendship Center
offers alterations for a nominal fee
every Tuesday.

¥ Advisory Council: A group of

Jerry Dunn:

Y LEANNE ROGERS
STAFF WRITER

Having spent his career
working to benefit children
and schools, Gerald Dunn
continued those efforts until
he died Tuesday.

- Director of the
Metropolitan Association for
Improved School Legislation,
Mr, Dunn, 70, of Williamston
was at work until shortly
before his death Tuesday in
Garden City.

" “He underwent six weeks of
treatment for cancer. I'm not
sure if his heart gave out or it
was something else,” said
Marilyn Dunn, his wife of 34
years. “It was not expected.
God was gracious in letting
him go peacefully”

Born in Saginaw, Mr. Dunn
was a school teacher when he
became involved in politics,
He was elected as a
Democratic state senator

Jeny will be missed. He did
everithing for K-12 and
higher education.’

Marily Dunn

MrDu's wife g

that )osition unti? 1984,
Hdised at the Garden City
Schols Administrative
Builéing, MAISL was initially
a lobbying arm for school leg-
islatdn. In recent years, the

assodation has served a pum-

ber ¢ school districts by
admiistering self-insurance

progams.

Many current school
administrators were influ-
enced by Mr. Dunn, his wife
said, citing him as a profes-
sional mentor.

“Jerry will be missed. He
did everything for K-12 and
higher education,” said Dunn,
a former legistative employee
who worked for 10 years for
former state representative
William Keith (D-Garden
City). “He was instrumental in
the state aid act. He was great
for children.’

Arraignments were handled
by John Santeiu and Son
Funeral Home. No services
were scheduled. Mr. Dunn’s
wishes were that his body be
donated to the University of
Michigan School of Medicine,

“He wanted to give back to
the University of Michigan
and to children,” said Dunn.
“He will make a major contri-
bution there. He was a patient
at U of M for 31 years, They

Hrs work benefited children

diagnosed his cancer there in

October and underwent treat- . |
ment in January, so they will’

be able to see the affects.”

Once the medical school has
released Mr. Dunn’s body, it
will be cremated and a private
graveside service will be held
in Williamston.

Other survivors include his
children Leslie (Wally)
Paulauskas, Carolyn, Stephen
and Terrence; stepchildren
Richard (Linda) Schmidt,
Deborah (John Backus), .

Stephen Schmidt and Thomas -

(Karen) Schmidt; four grand-
children; five step-grandchil-
dren and many nieces and -
nephews,

Memorial donations may be

"~ made to Champions for

- Children Campaign, Mott
Children’s Hospital, 301 E.
Liberty, Suite 400, Ann
Arbor, MI 48104,

frogers®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532103

RECYCLING

'RECYCLING & COMPOSTING

- accepted,

Westland's Recycling Center, tocated behig
the Economic Growth Center at 37095
Marquette, is open all year for Westland re
dents only.

Hours of operation April 4 through Octobe 21
‘are 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday and
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. The center is closd
on Sunday and holidays year round.

The center accepts:

M Clean newsprint stacked neatly, 6-15 ing
high, tied with twine, or packed into paper}
bags. Papers must be must be dry, no moldNO
junk mail, catalogs, magazines or phone bgks,
office paper, computer paper or cardboard-

Fi

- I Plastics (#1 or #2) dnnk 3uqs and color
laundry detergent-type jugs (HDPE No. 2 &

PET No. 1) that are cleaned and washed outiNo

lids, no piastic bags, no caustic material (sch
as drain cleaner) containers and no oil or
antifreeze containers are accepted.

M Cans - aluminum (WON'T stick to a maq )

cans only - no scrap metal , out-of-state be-
erage cans with no Michigan deposit. No fo| or
foil containers. And metal (stee that WILL
stick to a magnet) - tin cans (actuaily stee
cans with tin plating.) Rinse clean, remove
fabels, remove both ends and flatten to sa
room in the dumpster. No paint, aerosol ca
. OF scrap metal,
4

l‘debrrs and brush,

W Used motor oil (Friday or Saturday drop-off
only). Containers are to be taken and reused.
Used motor off will not be collected during the
winter months, #t may be brought into the
Transfer Site on Friday and Saturday only dur-
ing the hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

B Batteries {automotive, watch, camera,
hearing aid, lithium or Ni-Cad batteries) are
accepted. Flashiight type dry cell batteries,
watch batteries, camera batteries, hearing aid
batteries, Ni-Cad batteries and automotive
batteries at the Recycling Center Only, There
also are battery receptacles located at the fol-

- lowing City buildings for all batteries except-
automotive: City Hall, senior Friendship Center,
" Westland Public Library, Dorsey Center,

Westiand Cable TV and Fire Station No. 5

B Glass bottles and jars washed clean with
iabels removed. Remove lids and metat rings
{put in metal bin). No plate glass, ceramics
(mugs, plates, et¢.), Pyrex cookware, Mr.
Coffee pots, dirty contarners with food left in
them and mirrors.

No yard, medicai or hazardous waste is
accepted at the center. For hazardous waste
disposal, contact the Michigan Department of
Environmentat Quality at (B0D) 662-9278,

oorr?osrrrro

| Compost is qrass clippings, leaves, yard and
garden waste (exctuding pumpkins) pruning

Contents may be left in the form of five
garbage cans or 10 garbage bags. The total .
contents cannot exceed 60 pounds. Tree
removal not accepted, Do not compost food
scraps, animal waste, chemicals or sod.

The compost season, prckinq up of grass clip-
pings and small branches i Aprr! 5 through
Dec. 9.

Compost is picked up the same day as regular
trash. Compost must be in cans with a yard
waste sticker attached or Kraft type brown

. bags. Plastic bags WILL NOT be accepted.

Compost must be separated from reqular
household garbage by 10 feet. Mixed compost
ar{d garbage WILL NOT be picked up.

A separate truck will be picking up compost
Brhsh or limbs must not be longer than 4 feet
nor farger than 3 inches in diameter and must

be tied in small bundles with strong cord (no

tape). Maximum of eight bundles per week

.allowed. NO STUMPS OR ROQTS.

Cardboard boxes containing compost witl not
be picked up. Sod, dirt, waod chips or land-
scaping material (wood chips, mulch, gravel,
stone, cement, etc.), vinies (of any sort), WILL
NOT BE PICKED UP.

Residents will have the responsrbrlrty of dis-
posal. Bundles of hay/straw MUST be broken .
down and put into cans or paper bags.

Christmas trees will be picked up at the curb
for two weeks starting in January following
the Christmas holiday.

! quetbali and $11¢ for non-resident elected individuals representing their ) s , ' [
racquetball; $110 for resident wally- various ciubs within the city and i g :
| balland $170 for non-resident wally-  Friendship Center. The Advisory GARDEN CITY POLICE )EPARTMENT INFORMATION CENTRAL |
_ balf; and $70 for resident brewbatl Council discusses and determines "~ 6000 MIDDLEIELT : _ ,
! and $100 non-resident brewbail various senior needs and deliberates GARDEN CITY 1 48135 : ‘ ,
Open Gym . which issues should be presented to é ' April is the 10th annuai Nationa! find that we havemhost of the ciassic ‘
. The hours vary, so call ahead for the Commission on Aging. Meets the ;I:JIE 1;‘111;1‘:';{15 ‘a’il:fgisoiﬂ;i:;f]; ‘ff: ; g ;%a&d:?e; O%I‘ﬁ ﬁﬂ}mﬁ’: Poetry Month. Inaugurated by the poems from history. i
- fimes.Costis S2for residents and 54 st Fiday of the mont. aueiion is to be held at Westland Car Gro Towing, 6975 Racka. | (i IO et e b e e it
; Westland, MI 48185, a 2 o i
. , . B Note: The biddi A start Ej he: towi 4 er publishers, booksellers, literary line, but not the poet. Librarians
WayneWestland Community Schools - | | R e ™ Hding vil e« s oving e s | rganztons ot oo ng e b ov e g
Westland, Michigan 48185 3 u cour cele” el
L g YEAR & MAKE STYLE | VIN# brate poetry and its vital place in derfui and easy to use efectronic
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 1996 Ford Escort 4Dr 1FASP4J3TW147238 American culture, tool called "LitFinder." This can ba
1995 Ford Contour 4Dr 1FALP6539SK135957 Thousands of businesses and non-  found on our Web page by clicking
RE-BID 1897 Ford Taurus 4Dr FALP52USVG210811 profit organizations participate on “reference sites” and then
: 1992 Ford Escort 4Dr AN through readings, festivals, book dis "LitFinder;' Inside LitFinder,click on
; - : ; , 1891 Mercury - 2 Dr 1MEPM6G049MHE52792 ' ! - - G
E?;‘llﬁiciif;ef;{;he re-bid of Wayne-Westland Community Schools’ 1985 Chevy Monte Carlo  2Dr.  1G1GZ37Z5FR128774 plays, workshops, and other events.  “Poems” and-search more than
‘ 1891 Isuzu Amigo 2Dr JAABLO1L8M9304970 For mere information see the {125,000 fuli-text poems online,
j Consisting of: - Park_]ng Lot & Bus Loop Expapsions at _ National Poetry Month We site at . You can search‘nearly one million
: Edison, EMiott, Hamilten, Lindoln, and Publizh: March 21, 2005 — www.poets.org/npm. references thaf will tel you the -
Vandenberg Elementary Schools - The William P. Faust Public Library  hame of a book in which the poem .
of Westland has a large poetry col- can be found, then the library can ¢
i will be received until _;QQL,_ local time on Wed.nesday April . . . . ' h rh
18, 2005 at which time they wilt be openid and read publicly at Cherry Hill School ofl:&gormmg Arts - Lecimn' There is §°ﬂ|1e;|.1mg for all try 'to find thfe |::j001|( fortvou In gen-
! Wayne—Westland Community School Board - of Education Office, 2005'2903 Open:E llment . Lasies and ages, |nc.u ing many erail, we can find almost any popu!ar
i located at 36745 Marquette, Westland, Michigan 48185. Bids April 15 - April 292005 poetry'books for chlldrerr. In fact,‘ poem, - :
i received after this time and date will be returned unopened, . ’ Apéﬂwﬂt:ol;ls fbal,lizifa :t, searching under the subject heading ‘Come in and enjoy our wonderfu!
; : 1 and must be submited to ;
i : ) ! . o juvenile poetry, there are nearly 800  poetry section. .
| Faxed proposals will not be acoepted. Cherry Hill School of Parorming Arts books to choose from. Callthe fibrary and let the refer-
Thls Bid Package will consist of a separate sealed bid for the Inkster, MI 4841 Our librarians have created a well-  erice staff help you find-a.good poet-. -
i following Bid Divisions: Lottery, if necesary, rounded poetry collection that ry book, or visit our Web page and
i May 5, 2005 at 5:0 p.m. includes both the classics’and new catalog to search for yourseif at
Bid Division Descrintion at Charter School Administation Services types of poetry, such as hip-hop, www.westiand.lib.mi.us.
102 EarthworkSite Utilities/Asphal; Paving/Site Concrete 20755 Greenfield Road Suite 300 that appeal to teens. Inour collec-
; 122 Ele"émal . : ‘ Southfield, Michiga 48075 tion you can find favorites by Ogden = The William P. Faust Pubiic Library
: 1 andscaping : Academy of Inkter Nash (remember Custard the is at 6123 Central City Parkway, :
Bidding documents prepared by TMP Associates, Ine. will be 2002-23?‘155(?!:*!;?2 glgggent Dragon?) and how about A Light in  Westland. For More Information, call.
available for public inspection at the office of the Construction A Phcationspavm o ot the Attic by Shel Srlvers’reln? You will (734) 126-6123.
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex Gircle, mﬁf must be sub 4 tc; . :
Farmington Hills, MI 48335; the FW Dodge Plan Room, Southfield; Academy of [ ? )
i the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, Bloomfield 28612%&%{1 N ‘ R
r Hills; and ohe Daily Consrtructmn Reports Plan Rr)om,Detro;t., Inks ter:fMI 4841 H&? B@ . W alss offer
Bégdel:is ma{ﬂ ri;btain one 1\5[1) get (1)5[ bidl-tligrsg éigg;rgents 1:;a:m:l re-E}ild N Mi;%tegyo’(;ﬁl;icg: a.rgr,m ' i v Dog Obedlonte Clagpes
addendum eginning Monday, Marc y. contacting the i LR .
' Construction Manager, McCarthy & 8mith, Inc., at (248) 427- at Cl;%;tﬁe; gﬁg%%ﬁimﬁﬁ; gﬁ;’; gglc"wces baghm‘"?f on AP"' ne ““ 1
: 8400. Additional plans may be ordered and pu.rchased directly from Southfield. Michigh 48075 o Py (8 via to S mouthe)
f Dunn Blue Reprographics Technology, {248) 353-2950. Bids are to ‘ - Michig s O PN “and Adul Dogs (5-masths and over) (
! be submitted in & sealed envelope supplied by the Construction : Academy of Weitland emal antaliment infol~. . .
: Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc. The bid division(s) being bid 2005-2006 Open Errollment DUQ Dav CGre Callor e-mal for enraliment info
! is/are to be identified on the outside of the envelope. April 15 - April 93,2005
i . ) Applications avaihble at,
i A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial and must be submitted to,
i relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the Academy of Wedland
i school board, achool superintendents, ar chief executive must 300 Henry Ruf Rd. .
I accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid that does not Westland, MI £186
i include this statement. This statement is on the proposal execution Lottery, if necesary, .
. form. May 5, 2005 at 530 p.m. .
: ht Charter School Adminitration Services i
: Eath b1d shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond in the amount of five 20755 Greenfield Roal, Suite 300 -
i (56} percent of the amount of the bid, payable to Wayne-Westland Southfield, Michigin 48075
o ‘Community Schools, as a guarantee that if the proposal is accepted, : '
A \the_bidder will execute the contract and file the reqbired bonds Publish: March 31, 2005 OEp8309188
: within ten (10) daye after notice of award of contract. ‘ ‘
If awarded a contraet, the successful bidder will he required to 3
furnish a Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment B
Bond. Wayne-Westland Comrmunity Schools reserves the right to t
reject any or all bids received and to waive any informalities and 4
"irregularities in the bidding. o
e t'_ to 4 at th . o ' www. happyhoundsdaycare. com . piymouthdogmom@man com : \
This pmJéc is to be hid at the prevailing wagto rgte. Look in on them on our do agie ‘web ca 3, b
! ublish: March 31, 2005 ' . . ) . ‘
Puieh iae _— “A HAPPY DOG DAY... IS A DAY OF DOG

S, VS SN SO R P S
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Westland teen nets scholarship

Westland resident Aaron
Sieloff is among six winners of
scholarships totaling $11,000
from Co-op Services Credit
Union.

Sieloff of Divine Chlld High
School and Southgate resident
Jessica Nickrand of Southgate
Anderson High School
received Co-op's $4,000
renewable Al Williams and
Harlan Richardson
Scholarships.

Winners of the $1,000 Mark
Stroebel and Margaret
Kremer-Hehman Scholarships
are Redford resident Gregory
Rost of Detroit Catholic
Central and Dearborn Heights
resident Ashley Ostrowski of
Crestwood High School.

Livonia resident Elizabeth
Turbiak of Stevenson High
School and Belleville resident

Eboni Elam of Belleville High
Schogal receive the $500
William Allen and James

- Cullimore Scholarships.

Since the scholarship pro-
gram began in 1995, Co-op
Services Credit Union has
awarded more than $80,000
in scholarships to outstanding
high school seniors who are
also members. -

“Each scholarship is named
for a pioneer of Co-op Services

Credit Union,” said Michael A. .
O'Hehir, chairman of the vol-

unteer board of directors. “It’s
always an honor to recognize
these deserving students and
their families at our annual
meeting. This year was even
more special because of our
50th vear celebration.”

In addition to awarding
scholarships for graduating

high school seniors to coritin-
ue their education, Co-op
Services Credit Union offérs a
“Next Generation Savings
Club” for children to age 17 to

learn how to save and manage

their money before entering
adulthood. K

Co-op Services Credit -
Union has approximately
43,000 members, maintaining
branch offices in Dearborn,
Livonia, Walled Lake,
Westland and Downriver.
Members also have access to
any of 23 Family Service
Center shared branches locat-
ed throughout Michigan.

For more information dbout
Co-op Services, visit the credit
union Web site at
WWW.CSCULOTE/ > WWW.CSCILOIE
or cali toll free at (800)
321-8570,

Loom,
Z00m

The Pinewood
Derby cars of Cub
Scout Pack 1526
were displayedina
Madison
Elementary Schooi
showcase before
the big race. The
scouts designed
and made the cars.
The fastest will
advance to Sunset
* District race in
May, Teachers
served as judges,

* picking best stock £
vehicle design,
best modified
"vehicle design,
best paint job and

- best overall theme.

SHATE PARK

FROM PAGE Al

east of Newburgh.

Since last July 1 — the start -
of the city’s new budget year —
Concrete Jungle has brought in
$14,167 in gross revenues.”

If that trend continues, then
the skate park will likely meet
its projected revenue of
$30,478 for the budget year
that will end June 30,
Kosowski said.

In all, 4,032 fans of skate-
boarding and inline skating
visited the facility since last
July 1. Particularly large
crowds are expected this week,

school for spring break.

Largely funded by Wayne
County tax dollars, Concrete
Jungle was built and opened in
2002 after skateboarding fans
pleaded with city officials to
find a way to help them enjoy
their sport. .

Many of them had run into
problems with property owmners
for using business parking lots
and ramps,

Kosowski said he is hopeful
that this season could be
among the best for Concrete
Jungle.

“I think we're going to do
really well,” he said.

The skate park is open 3
p-m. until dark Monday
through Friday and 11 a.m.

Sunday.

Cost is $3 per session. Only
one session is scheduled for
weekdays, but there are two
sessions on weekends: 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. until
dark. Patrons can pay $5 for
all-day access on weekends.

Those using Concrete Jungle -

need to bring their own skate-
boards or inline skates.
However, other supplies can be
rented at the Bailey Recreation
Center. Activities in Concrete
Jungle are monitored.

“We have an attendant who's
out there all the time,”
Kosowslki said.

For more information, call
the center at (734) 722-7620.

with local students out of until dark Saturday and delem@os homecomm.net | {734) 953:2110
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POOR SLEEP?

=

Ifyou are awoman 45-55 years old, with an u‘regular ot stopped menstrual cycle and you
sleep poorly, you may quahfy to be in our laboratory sleep research study.

Subjects will be paid.
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WAYNE STATE
UNNVERSITY

Email:
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Contact: Elaine R. Douglas
9am.-4

C.S. Mott Center
275 E. Hancock » Detroit, MI 48201

(313) 577-6588

ac1728@wayne.edu

10 Week Beginner
Keyboard Classes

510 Book Fee * No Instrument Required

p.m.
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SUSPECT

FROM PAGE A1

giving police probable cause
to search the vehicle.

The search revealed a jewel-
ry box with the Houghton-
homeowner’s name engraved
on top. In the trunk, investi-
gators found a number of
pieces of jewelry, cameras and
collectibles,

“TIt was a good piece of
palice work by those officers
because they didn’t catch him
in the house; they caught him
driving away,” Winn said.

After obtaining a search
warrant, Livonia and
Westland police sifted
through the suspect’s
Waestland home Tuesday
evening at the Wilderness
Park Apartments on Warren
between Newburgh and
Central City Parkway.
Investigators said they found
a number of valuable items in

- the apartment, including

some firearms.

“We believe he’s done a
number of Westland B&Es,”
Westland police 1t. James
Ridener said Wednesday.

As palice contact recent
break-in victims and items are
reclaimed, investigators said it
will take some time to connect
the home invasions with the
suspect. Winn added police
have evidence the suspect was
selling the jewelry for cash.

“We expect him to be
arraigned on preliminary
charges in the next day or two,”
Winn said Wednesday. “l imag-
ine there will be initial charges,
and as we sort through the evi-
dence, there will be additional
charges filed later”

The man, Winn said, was
paroled for past convictions of
home invasion, receiving and
concealing stolen property and
robbery. Other police agencies,
he added, may want to inter-
view this suspect as part of
home invasion and robbery
investigations in their commu-
nities.

Staff writer Darrell Clem contributed
to this report.

dwest@oce.homecommunet | (734) 953-2109
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GRANT -

FROM PAGE A1

M Hire community police
officers and help the city’s
Youth Assistance Program,
which provides services and
programs for troubled young-
sters. ‘

B Provide affordable rental
units for hundreds of low-
income families and make
certain homes more accessible
for physically disabled resi-
dents.

@ Build the award-winning
senior citizen Friendship
Center and operate it.

B Improve parks by pur-
chasing new playground
equipment and build walking
paths and picnic shelters.

W Make city facilities more
accommodating to disabled
residents and provide trans-
portatmn for homebound sen-
ior citizens.

@ Help support domestic
violence prevention programs
and provide emergency food
for families in need.

Those are just a few reasons

cited by city leaders in
approving the resolution
opposing Bush’s plans to 7
eliminate CDBG programs.

“Many of our local pro-
grams are dependent on those
funds,” Pickering said.

City leaders hope that the
resolution will help put pres-
sure on federal legislators to
protect CDBG programs and
to oppose any etforts to shift
money from one U.S. region
to another,

Bush has proposed cutting
CDBG funding by consclidat-
ing the program with 17 other
federal programs as part of
the new federal budget.

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter, R-Livonia, recently
issued a statement saying he
supports pratecting the
CDBG program. He also said
he proposed a plan, during a
meeting of the House Budget
Committee, that would

-restore some of the presi-

dent’s proposed cuts.

dclem@oe.homecomm,net | (734) 953-2110

" Plugébing & Remodeling

Plumbing Repair & Installation:
Expert Troubleshooting of Plumbing Problems
Sinks * Faucets * Garbage Disposals
Sump Pumps * Water Heaters
Toilets » Laundry Tubs & more

LICENSED & INSURED
- Call TOLL FREE

| Home Remodeling
" Bathrooms » Basements ¢ Kitchens
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‘Get on the ball,

Read today's 1§
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G AND D
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Have You Filed for Bankruptcy?
Banks Rejected Your Loan Requests?

Are You in Debt and Struggling
to Pay Your Bills?

Do You Need Help Finding
Financial Security?

Lot Us Help You Be on Your Way lo a Letler Life!

1-866-775- 6873

Now Open in szfan

Brand New Luxury Assmted L1v1ng

42500 Cherry Hill Road, Canton,
(Located on the northwest COTH

www.waltonwood.com

Cboosmg tbe rngt care fory
Look to Waltanwoad  for cam*

Licensed Assisted Livmg ¢ Mcmorjz Care lemg ¢ Respite Care

NO ENTRANCE FEES!

icertsed Assisted Living
i Care Communisy
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SELECTION!

HUGE FURNITURE
SELECTION AT
OTH LOCATIONS!

We Are Also Your
ay Drop-off Center!
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Change of venues

Worship center evolves into
theatrical troupe

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI
CORRESPONDENT

The Rev. Len Fisher has the
actors, audiences and even the
dates for his next theater show, All
he needs is a place to perform.

A theater group emerged a cou-
ple of years ago during Fisher’s
time as pastor of the First
Missionary Church on Palmer Road
inn Westland. He came to the
church in 2000 shortly after the
cungregation voted to close. '

“We needed to do something,
bécaube we desired to find new and
artistic ways in expressing the
gospel,” Fisher said. “We were
struggling for ways to bulld up
membership.”

The church became the Gene51s
Waorship Center for the Arts, com-
bining church services and hostmg
theater productions.

“We wanted to bring our message
through the arts,” Fisher said. “1t
was an evolution. We're where
imagination and inspiration meet.”

Genesis Worship Center for the
Arts remained open until October
2004, however, the lack of mem-
bers and money finally closed the
doars. But, it didn’t put an end to”
Fisher’s hand in theater.

“I'm an artistic director who hap-
pened to be a pastor,” he explained.

The pastor of Warren Road Light

Heather Tharnton (from feft), Courtney Nikon,

and Life Free Methodist Church in
Westland saw one of Fisher’s shows
and hired him to do A Christmas
Carol at his church,

“When I completed the project 1
realized this is what I was good at
and what I enjoyed doing,” he
added.

Last January he started canvass-
ing friends about the possibility of
launching his new endeavor,
Renaissance Productions. The
response was overwhel/ming and
he'’s currently looking for nonproﬁt
status.

“By the time we were done w1th
the meeting, the enthusiasm was so
great we had a partial season with
two shows,” he said.

His new theater, once a location
is finalized, will be called Inspired
Theater.

'DEDICATED CAUSE

“It’s a fun fear,” he said. “Because
we don’t know where we're going to
land. I have a board and a group of
actors dedicated to this cause.
We're bringing quality theater to
western Wayne County and cur
mission is to cha.nge the planet one
actor at a time.”

His audxence does seem to be
growing. .

Earlier in March, the pastor of—
First United Methodist of Wayne,
Dave Stewart, saw a Genesis

Matt Holland, Danielie Peterson, Andrew Fisher

and piano player Sue Fisher do vocal warmups during practice for upcoming play. ’

OUF'\> CLASSIF!ED MARKETPLACE JUST GOT

BIGGER IS
.. .BETTER! .
-Call today

Source: The Media Audit, November 2004
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'

Heather Thornton (from left), Andrew Fisher and Courtney Nikon rehearse the Prodigaf Son scene an upcoming Renaissance Productions’ play.

Worship Center for the Arts pro-
duction and asked Renaissance
Productions to perform at his
church.

They presented That's Amore, a
musical tribute to love and mar-
riage. _

“Is there a Christian message?
Absolutely, but it’s not an overt,

" blatant megsage,” he added. “We're

a group that happens, right now, to
be a group of Christians. We're not
a Christian theater.”

_ While the actors and production
people pray at the start of their -
practices and performances, Fisher
said, non-religious people can take
that time to focus and regroup.

Michelle and Greg Fuchs are
members of Warrer Road Light and
Life Free Methodist Church and
have performed in a couple of
Fisher’s productions.

Michelle said she loves the venue
not only for artistic outlet, but it aiso
gives her an opportunity for evangel-
ism when the show deals with a
Christian message.

“We've also gotten to know people
in our church who we didn’t know
before,” she said. “On Sundays,
they’]i coume up to us and give us &
hug?”

NONDENOM!NATIONAL

Fisher said he’s looking for people
who love to do theater and their reli-

gious affiliation is not a big concern,

“We can’t guarantee that we won't
affect them,” he adds. “It’s not our
purpose to change the people
involved.

“But, when vou get 1nv01ved you
end up being changed.”

Renaissance Production’s next
show is Godspell, May 20-22, but
even though Fisher said he doesn't
know where the stage will be he
doesn’t seem terribly concerned. He

-recently held auditions and filled all
the female parts. He's still looking
for three men, from 17 to 30, to sing
and act in the show.

Everyone has a crestiveness inside,
but they might not be aware of that
ability, he adds.

“Our goal is to help bring that cre-
ativity to the surface in an entertain-
ing way,” Fisher said.

Tones of his preacher days emerge
now and then when he's talking
about the theater company.

“I don’t have a church,” he said, “I
have a group of people who love me
and put up with me and trust me in
that I know what I'm doing,” he said.
“I tell them constantly that our the-
ater is not about them.

. “It's about the audience and whit ',

we're trying to say. In fact, the time
they spend in the productions and
getting ready for the productions has
to be fun or they’re not doing it
right.”

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAL =

&l

Fisher said he started with a 5
group of people, most of whom had &
not done theater before. i
“I pushed and shoved, sometimes’ 2
willingly and sometimes not,"he %
said. ﬁ
“When they saw the production I
they had a blast. We had a group of &
people on stage who acted likea = &
team and believed what they were 2
doing was making a difference. °~ ¥
They were stretched beyond what =
they thought they could do, but 7
they excelled and they continued to E‘;
amaze.’ i

Aside from his own theater com-
pany endeavor, Fisher hints that
something is brewing on the
Westland arts front in general,
maybe in the form of an arts coun- :
cil.

“We want to see an arts counc11
in Westland,” he said. “We want to
see theater, art shows and art in the
park. We want to take performing
arts into the school.”

Noting that Westland is without

Reach more peoplé every
Thursday in suburban

Detroit’s finest market.

Call today for our special introductory

ad rates for

: . ¥

a performing arts center, Fisher d

said, an arts council could change K

Westland s image. g

“People will come to Westland in '3
order to be artistically stlmu}ated P

Fisher said. .

“Right now, I don’t think we're - g

telling young people, ‘You are cre- .=

ative and you just haven’t d1scov~ o

ered it.” o
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Rec program does

right by residents

The Friends of Frontier Park may be grabbing all of the
attention with their proposed $35 million recreation
complex, but before we get too caught up in that heady
dream, it would be nice to acknowledge what we have.

I you haven’t gotten a copy of the Parks and Recreation
Department’s newest recreation brochure, take time to
get one and then take time to open it up and look inside.

Spring, summer, winter and fall, there are specia.]

events, sports programs and ongoing classes that give

youngsters and oldsters an opportunity to stretch their
muscles and their minds at the Bailey Center and the city
parks scattered around the city.

Some events like Winter Fest have gone by the wayside
because of the budget constraints, but tried-and-true
favorites like the annual Summer Festival, Fishing Derby
at Friendship Lake and “Magic Monday” Famﬂy Night at
the Bailey Center pool are on tap for this summer.

In addition to recreation,-there’s also special activities
like adopting a planter outside the Bailey Center in honor
of Earth Day or putting your hand over your heart and
participating in the annual Flag Day ceremony on June
14.

. Westland may not have the flashy recreation centers
with the indoor pools and water slides, climbing wall and
well-stocked fitness clubs, but that seems to have had lit-
tle effect on what the city has to offer to residents. And
little touches here and there, like the fresh paint and car-
pet at the Balley Center and park improvements, keep
people coming back for more.

Parks and Recreation Director Bob Kosowski and his
staff have done an admirable job of providing something
for everyone. It’s not easy in these lean tirhes, but they
have managed to bée creative and clever in planning pro-
grams that meet the needs and wants of all residents -
young, old, able and disabled.

Frontier Park may be a long way off, but for the now, we
éncourage residents to stop and take a look at what the
city has to offer recreationally. That one look may intro-
duce you 1o your next great interest.

Granholm right to
honor commitment

We're happy that Gov. Jennifer Granholm has decid-
ed to honor a pr()mlse made by her predecessor and
award graduating seniors this year and next who quali-
fied for up to $500 in scholarships whlle in middle
school.

+ After all the political name-calling, it is the right
thing to do. A commitment made on paper to citizens
of the state by one governor must be honored, even by a
governor of the other party. We are concerned that
state record keeping is so poor that it took the governor
a week to discover that parents had been informed that
their children would receive a $500 scholarshlp But
ail] s well that ends well.

- Though not a large amount of money, especially at a
time of esecalating college tuition and fees, $500 can be
an important part of a student’s total financing package.
Students are also eligible for the $2,500 Merit Award if
they score well oni their 11th-grade MEAP tests.

i At a time when the governor is encouraging more stu-
dents to receive postsecondary education, she should
Have looked somewhere else to save money in the state’s
troubled budget (the cost is estimated at $9 mllhon)

; Granholm has said that education at all levels is the
states top priority. She's made a serious effort to push
postsecondary education, a position bolstered by the
ﬁndmgs of the Cherry Commission, a panel appointed
hy ‘the governor and chiaired by Lt. Gav. John Cherry.

+ The commission concluded that Michigan must
increase the numher of residents who receive postsec-
ohdary education to remain competitive with other
states in attracting high-tech businesses..

i It was inconsistent for the governor to take _away
money from students that would support that basm
cbnc]usmn of the Cherry Commission.

; But Granholm’s plan to change the awarding of the
Ment Scholarship is a move in the right direction and
consistent with support for serious students. Granholm
proposes replacing the $2,500 Merit Scholarship

awarded upon graduation with a $4,000 grant for stu-

dénts who have completed two years at a university,
college or communiity college.
. We agree with the governor that this will encourage
. students to complete their education and we encourage
the Legislature to sericusly consider the idea.
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Agfe.es with Pickering

Council President Charles Pickering, I for
one have gained a tremendous amount of
respect for you based on your | tand regard-
ing the $35 million recreation complex pro-
posed by the “Friends of Frontier Park” In
addition, Jim Cook covered the situation we
are facing in Westland in his article, “The
wrong time” on March 24, 2005,

My feelings like others, let's get our
education and city services up to par
before we put money out to try to main-
tain a facility that most within Westland
couldn’t enjoy based on travel time.

I feel that when the city is financialty
sound and able to provide routine police
patrols within the northeast end of Westland
to cope with parking on easements, wrong
ways and over walkways plus restoring oth-
ers services that had to be cutback then we
can talk about a big playground.

Warren Allen

© Westland

Hélpinq to cut costs

President George W. Bush and Michigan
Gov. Jennifer Granholm are urging more
at-home care for Medicaid clients, 1
applaud these budget-cutting moves,

About 5 percent of those in the state’s nurs-
ing homes are improperly placed, according
to Michigan Department of Community
Health reports. They don’t need 24-hour care

at $3,000to $4,000 per month. They can be

happier in their own hormes or an assisted
setting at less than halfthat.

But to qualify for long-term care under
Medicaid, patients typically must enter a
nursing home. It once cost Medicaid
$4,200 monthly for 80-year-old Hester
Woods to live in a nursing home.

Now she lives in her own one-bedroom
apartment in the American House .
Senior Living Residence in Hazel Park. It

+ costs Medicaid $600 monthly for her
.meals and at-home care. Her Social

Security covers her rent.

Her recent move saves taxpayers
$3,600 monthly, achieved when The .
Area Agencyon Aging 1-B and American
House's Stephanie Donaldson utilized a
M1 Choice Medicaid Waiver Prograra, It
lets patients receive Med1ca1d—c0vered
services in their homes,

- American House Senior Living
Residences are proud to play a role in
this M1 Choice program. David Schless,
president of the American Seniors
Housing Association in Washington, -
D.C., says, "Américan House and the

- Michigan MI Cholce Medicaid waiver
" work extremely well for the residents, _

their families and the taxpayers alike.”
Robert W, Gillette
vice president
American House Senior Living Res;dEnces

Rise above

" Jack Lessenberry’s article (“Belle Isle
Aquarium another sad chapter in city’s
history,” March 6) about the closing of
the Belle Isle Aquarium encapsulates the
decline of the city in stark terms.

- When residents and businesses began
to leave the city in droves during the lat-
ter decades of the 20th century, they

" probably gave little thought to what

I.F.TTERS

would happen to'the c1ty’s cultural attrac-
tions. The economic decline of the city
has taken a severe toll on the ability of the

city government to support the many fine

facilities that used to define the city.

We live in the midst of a region in
which the affluent suburbs are relatively
poor in cultural institutions. The impov-
erished c1ty is stuck with paying the blll
for the area’s major cultural attractions.

This condition has developed because our
leaders have confused two different concep-
tions of the city. A city can be conceptualized
as a statutory entity, or as an organic entity.
The organic city is the city of history. Cities
developed originally as places where people

" could meet their needs for residence, com-
. merce, and culture, all in easy proximity to

each other. Organic cities provide places to
live, to work, to shop, and to recreate.

The city of Detroit onee was an organic
city but is no longer, because of the exten- .
sive migrations that have weakened it. It
is now a statutory city like the others,

- What we have succeeded in doing has

been to assign the responsibility for main-
taining our most expensive institutions to
the statutory entity least able to do so.

‘We must recognize that the metropoli-
tan aresyis our organic city. Leaders in
government, commerce, and the arts
must create ways for the many local sub-
divisions to provide resources to support
our city’s cultural institutions. This sjtua-
tion represents an opportunity for civic
leadership to fise above the narrow inter-
ests that usually define our actions:

Earl Newman
Redford

Not all were deserters

Regarding Jack Lessenberry’ artide in the
Sunday, March 6, paper, “Belle Isle Aquarium
another sad chapter in city’s history”

Mr, Lessenberry states that fewer pe‘o—

" ple have come because, “Whites deserted

the city” 1 was raised in that area now
called Woodbridge Historical Arvea. My
parents stayed even after my brother was
attacked on their front porch and
stabbed with a sharpened screwdriver.
After marriage ‘and a child, in 1959, my
husband and I moved to an apartment
building on Commonwealth (in) an inte-
grated neighborhood.

Our building had been built in the *20s ;

and there were 12 apartments. We were on
the first floor facing the street. Lovely
French doors opened onto a porch. There
was a living room with a fireplace. The
floors were hardwood, Two bedrooms, a
large dining room, small kitchen with a
dumbwaiter, bathroom and a million cock-
roaches after the lights were turned out.

One day, a neighbor asked if I wanted
to go to the basement with her and see
our new stoves and refrigerators. This
was news to me, We all got letters telling
us to take down all drapes, curtams and
window shades.

The windows were to be puttied. We
were told to remove all food stuff, they
were going to fumigate. Next came
notice that we would not have laundry .
facilities for two weeks. New machines
and dryers would be installed, We had

" never had dryers, we hung clothes in the

basement to dry. We were happy to com-
ply; it would all be worthit.

But, before the stoves or refrigerators were

- broughtupstajrs,wea]lgotlettefsfroniﬂm‘ .

-owner of the Biilding, amonsignorinthe ™ -
Cathotic Church, telling us that he was tun-
ing his building into a “black building” and

that we were to move out as soon as possible. '

We left, but we were not deserters. -

Mr. Lessenberry makes a statement
that, “There is plenty of money in the.
suburbs” Not true, according to other. -

articles in the same paper. Then he goes

on to say that most of the pgople who
visit the aquarium live in the suburbs.

In what part of the impoverished: ¢cen-
tral city does Mr. Lessenberry live?

Loretta Strlngef
Livonia

Thou shalf not

On March 2, the U.S. Supreme Court -
heard arguments on whether the Ten
Commandments can be displayed on
government property. The First
Amendment to our Constitution requires
a clear separation of church and state.
The government must not endorse any
particular religion, and it guarantees that

every person can follow his/her religious

beliefs, or no religious beliefs.

That’s why the United States has more
religious freedom and diversity than any
other nation on earth. It’s something we
should all cherish and protect.

If the government posts a list of specif-
ic rules taught by Jewish and Christian -
religions, especially in a courthouse, it
implies that the government intends to
use those rules in making judgments. If
you were a Hindu, or Buddhist, or
Muslim, would you expect our courts to
judge your case using Jewish laws? If you
were a Christian, would you want the
courts to follow Islamic laws? ’

Many religious leaders - and The

Tnterfaith Alliance representing many reli-

gions —have asked the Supreme Court to

uphold the First Amendment and deny the -

display of religious teachings in govern-
ment buildings. We know our beliefs and
we don't want or need the government to
tell us which are the “right” beliefs.

We've seen that happen in other coun- - '

tries and, frankly, we haven't been .
impressed with the results, E—
Ron Heilner

Oxford

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters to the editof. Please
include your name, address and. phone number

for verification. We ask that your tetters be 400

words or |ess, We may edit for claraty space .
and content.

Mail: )
Letters to the editor
Westland Qbseyver
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, MI 48150

' Fax:

(134) 5917219
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smason@oe.homecomm.net
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- Joe Barson of Barson's Greenhouses about a presentatiorlto city council about deveioping the site with storage units :
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State government continues
to bleed our great universities

re we go again; Gov. Jennifer Granholm and
the Legislature agreed last week on mid-year
pending cuts to erase a $380 million defieit
in the state budget. State universities took a $25 .
million hit, supposedly offset by a deal that gives
higher education first dibs if tax revenue comes in
above projections. (Don't hold your breath.)

Sound familiar? It should. It’s been the same
sad story for years. State support for higher edu-
cation was once considered something society
was just supposed to do; something that, in addi-
tion, bertefited not only students and their fami- |
lies but the citizens and the economy of the entire
state. Now, however, it has evolved, or degenerat-

ed, into a system of private user.
fees, accompanied by a gradual
deterioration of what used to be
one of Michigan’s most wonder-
ful assets.

Thirty years ago, state appropri-
satiohs covered roughly 75 percent,

of the operating revenues of
Michigan public universities.
Today the proportions are nearly
reversed, with tuition and fees
accounting for a bit more than 60
percent. Think about this: s
Michigan now spends more on
warehousing felons in our prison
systemn than in educating our young people at college.

Talk about misplaced priorities! Unless, of
course, we want to be known more for the size of
our prisons than the quality of ourawork force,

Frankly, for a state whose economic base in -
brawn-based manufacturing is evaporating
before our eyes, the poiicies we are following are
nuts. And this trend is a road sign on the route to
economic disaster.

If we are to have a future, the health of our
great universities is paramount. If we are going to
maintain our historic base in auto-related manu-
facturing, it will be only by keeping research,
engineering and upper management functions in
Michigan - precisely those activitics that require
university degrees. It is perfectly clear that the
agile manufacturing techniques of the future will
require a college-educated work force.

And if we have any hope of generating a diversi-
fied economy — life sciences, homeland security,
information technology, whatever -— we must
attract highly educated entrepreneurs who can
translate the discoveries of university research labs
into the reality of high-tech startup companies.

But you don't get there by inflicting on your best
schools the slow death of a thousand cuts.
Michigan for years has had a state budget that is
chronically and structurally unbalanced by more
than $1 billion each year. This has been aggravated
further by the bad economy of the past few years.

What to do? The obvious remedy is to conclu-
sively address the core of the problem, the struc-
tural budget deficit. My own preference would be

Pil

to radically reduce business taxes and at the same
time broaden the state sales tax to inclide servic-
es and at the same time reduce the rate.

A general sales tax pegged at 5 percent, for
example, would nearly wipe out the structural
deficit, while also aligning our tax system with

. the increased service base of our economy.

“Frankly, I doubt if the occupants of our politi-
cal systern have either the guts or the farSIghted-
ness to adopt such a step.

Instead, the politicians have been relymg for
years on a policy that can only be described as
remorseless incrementalism, in which the '
Legislature and governor make numerous little
cuts, year after year, throughout the entire state
budget. The result? Overall priorities are seldom
respected and the most important things in our
state’s future — our great universities, for exam-
ple — are suhject to death by slow bleeding.

They are doing that, of course, becaiise they
think it is the best course politically for them.
Intellectually, the oniy way you can rationally jus-

tify such an approach is to argue that Mlchlga.n is.

merely experiencing a cyclical decline in our
economy, and everything will turn around if we

_ just hold out for a while longer, That argument

made sense in 1955.

Sadly, there is no ewdence that it is true in
2005. Our real economic problems are deeper,
caused by fundamental changes in technology
and overall economic conditions, not mere oscil-
lations in the business cycle.

- All this has produced the worst of all possible
outcomes for our state universities. .
Simultaneously, they face budget cuts vear after
vear; they are prohibited from managing their
income by arbitrary caps placed on tuition
increases; and they are asked by the Cherry
‘Commission and others to double their output of
graduates during the next decade. ‘

As my old philosophy professor used to say,
these are “mutually exclusive and jointly exhaus-
tive.” As for the future — readers might remem-
ber the old story about the frog in the pot of cold
water on the stove. You put a frog in the pot and
you slowly turn up the heat, a degree or two at a

© time. Supposedly, the frog will sit quietly until,

yep, he's poached.

Based on the way we are gmng, the combined
effect of our present policies will leave our signa-
ture universities well and truly poached. As-the
governor and Legislature consider this, they
might also investigate how much it will cost to
repair our universities once we discover our
goose is, well, cooked. What is clear is that the
costs, and the grief, will be far higher than doing -
the right thing now would be.

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper. He wouid be pleased to get your

reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-

er@homecomm.het.
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Rising healt
are making

*veryone struggles with the cost of health
care. In 2004, General Motors estimated
“that the cost of each of its vehicles
included $1,400 to cover the cost of health
care for its employees. The cost of health care
has the Big Three automakers looking to
Congress for relief. But it is not only the big
guys that feel these costs.

Every business that supports its workers
with health care benefits has been forced in
recent years to re-examine its commitment to
this benefit.

Our public agencies are

care costs. As Gov.
Granholm and our state
Legislature budget for next
year, they are discovering .
the increase they had
planned for our public
school students may be

Pan eaten up by increased
im Godchaux health care and retirement
piases costs.

Ford and DaimlerChrysler
point to health care costs as cutting into
their competitive edge with foreign manu-
facturers.

Higher health costs for our schools mean
less resources for student learning, which
cuts into our students’ abilities to compete in
that same international arena. -

You might say, “If business has to cope with
these costs, so should public schools.” Our
schools are dealing with health care costs in
much the same way the Big Three have, The
difference is, they have traveled to Lansing to
ask the state Legislature rather than to
Washingten D.C. to ask Congress.

So what is the state Legislature doing
about this? The Michigan Senate is in the
process of gathering the facts of current
.employee health care to determine if our
schools could save money by pooling all
school employees in a statewide program.
Each district would then negotiate with its

not immune to these health

We hear-General Motors,.

h care costs“
everyone |H

50 what is the state Legislature doing -~
ahout this? The Michigan Senate is in the
process of gathering the facts of current*“f%
employee health care to determine if our
schols could save money by pooling all
school employees in a statewide proqram.,
Each district would then negotiate Wlﬂl )

its unions from a common menuof - ,_

options. There are a coupe of placeholder :

ills in the Senate ready to use if this
option can be worked out. B

unions from a common menu of options.  ; ?
There are a couple of placeholder bills in the: !
Senate ready to use if this option can be "

worked out.

Much work has to be done to bring all the
stakeholders together. .

But one thing is certair, if we are to solve . _,
the problem of the high cost of health care tg
doing business, whether that is making cars jf
or educating our children, the public and pri- -
vate sectors must do it together. . .

In the end, the cost of health is paid for by
the revenues created by our collective work. ”
If an individual doés not have access tothe
health care system through insurance, -~ 7.
whether'that is private or public, the result is i
‘poor health and we all pay for that. ;'"

\.‘
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Pan Godchaux is a member of the Oakland Schools - 3
Board of Zducation, but her comments here are her ". -
own and not thase of the board.
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Hendrix brings mayoral campaign to suburbs

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Freman Hendrix brought his
campaign for mayor of Detroit
to the suburbs Monday, saying
Detroit can't solve its problems
on its own and needs a leader
who brings “experience,
integrity and reality” to the
position.

Hendrix, 54, chief of staff
and deputy mayor for former
Mayor Dennis Archer, met
with HomeTown
Communications editors in
Livonia.

Hendrix is running against
ineumbent first-term Mayor
Kwame Kilpatrick and Detroit
City Councilwoman Sharon
McPhail.

“The image of the city affects
the entire region. What hap-
pens in the city affects you,”
Hendrix said,

Using Archer as his model,
Hendrix said his former boss
was “an inspiration” to thou-
sands of people.

“He brought money and con-
fidence to a city that we didn't

have before,” Hendrix said.

Archer reached out to other
parts of the state, Hendrix
said, and it paid off by human-
izing the city’s mayor and the
city itself,

“It starts to change the dis-
cussion and how their (out-
state) politicians campaign
when it comes to the city of
Detroit,” Hendrix said.

'This bridge building makes
it harder for the opposition to
rail against the city of Detroit,
he said.

In his campaign Web site,
www,fremanhendrix.com,
Hendrix acknowledges that
despite some pleasant residen-
tial areas such as the Boston
Edison neighborhood, the
image of the city is one of
crime, deterioration and neg-
lect. But, he said, some sub-
urbs are beginning to experi-
ence their own similar prob-
lems.

“As the suburbs grow more
brown and more black, the
close suburbs are aging. The
Southfields, Royal Oaks,
Redfords and Dearborns have

Dinner pairs high-end wines
with three-star dishes

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Bruce Konowalow expects
La Balade Bodelaise, the
April 2 fund-raising dinner
for students in the Brigade
program at Schoolcraft
College, to be an educational
as well as sensual experience.
Guests will not only be treat-
ed to a six-course dinner, but
savor Bordeaux wines from
the 1980s. Certified
Executive Chef Marcus
Haight and post-graduate
students from the Brigade
program are preparing dish-
es from two- and three-star
French restaurants to com-
plement the 61-different bot-
tles of wine,

Elie Boudt, owner of Elie
Wine Company in Royal Oak,

along with a few of his friends,
is donating the wine. Elie Wine
specializes in French wines and
is one of the largest purveyors
of French wines in the country.
Boudt will be at the dinner to
speak “to what Bordeaux
means and what the 1980s
means to Bordeaux.”

Not only will the dinner pro-
vide an education in Bordeaux
wines but the money raised
will allow Brigade students to
g0 to Paris to learn firsthand
about two- and three-star
restaurants and the way food is
prepared in France,

Tickets prices for the April 2
dinner at the American
Harvest Restaurant at
Schooleraft College vary
between $150 and $250
depending on the wines served.
To order tickets, call (734) 462-
4400, Ext. 5507.
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more in common with the city.
It’s aging vs. development,” he
said.

Detroit and its near suburbs
need to work together to slow
urban sprawl. Hendrix said a
key component is the develop-
ment of a regional mass transit
system.

FAVORS LIGHT RAIL

“Transportation has been the
bane of our region. I won’t
even talk about Toronto,
Washington or New York. But
we are at the bottom of every
major urban area,” he said.
“The politics of race, party,
suburbs vs. city. Everyone
bears some of the blame.”

Hendrix said he supports
development of light rail lines
and said he is interested in
Ferndale’s plan to begin its
own mile of rail, He said he
would be willing to match
them “mile for mile”

But crime, not transporta-
tion, is Hendrix’s “No. 1 issue
for obvious reasons.”

“If we can't have a safe city
people won't come to live and

e GAZEBO -0R-

Hendrix

work here,” he said.

He was critical of Kilpatrick
for increasing staffing at the
precincts at the expense of cut-
ting specialty units dealing
with gangs and drugs, which
Hendrix said were more effec-
tive in dealing with the most
serious crime probleps.

On his Web site, Hendrix
advocates a closer working
relationship between the police
department and neighborhood

organizations. He also advo-
cates a “zero tolerance” pro-
gram similar to those in
Boston, New York and Los
Angeles.

-The Web site says, “The
principle behind ‘zero toler-
ance ... is the idea that by
cracking down on the minor
crimes, you can prevent the
major ones.”

In addition to crime, the
city’s other major problem is a
pending financial crisis,
Hendrix said the city faces the
real threat of bankruptey. He
said the threat of going into
receivership might be a lever
for dealing with the city’s
unions in next year’s negotla—
tions. e '

Hendrix supports areturn to
“zero-based” budgeting rather
than across the board budget
cuts. He also advocates sharply
reducing the number of city
departments and reducing the
number of management posi-
tions,
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was helpful in attracting
investment to'the city. He -

nerships with business and
private foundations, He said-
Archer had a fuIl-t1m‘q fouri-
dation liaison and he will
also, ‘
Hendrix acknowledges that
he has less name recognition
than Kilpatrick ‘or McPhail,
who has previously run
countywide for prosecutor -
and county executive, But, he
said, he wants to be the
“grown-up” in the campaign,
“I don’t know if there’s a can-
didate who brings the experi-

e’s had a ot of
success as a campaign manag-
er, having managed Archer’s
campaigns and Bill Clinton’s
Mlchlgan ca.mp i

hqalLaqher@oe.hornecomm.net
(734) 9532149
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