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BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A plastics manufacturing compa­
ny has proposed investing millions 
of dollars in its Westland facility, if 
city officials agree to provide tax 
incentives. 

Plastipak Packaging has proposed 
spending $15 million to upgrade 
equipment at its facility on John 
Hix Road, south of Ford. In return, 
company officials have asked city 
leaders for a 12-year reprieve on 
paying new personal property taxes. 

Plastipak officials already have 
met with city officials to discuss the 
proposal, and a second round of 
talks is expected. 

"I think we're looking at it open-
mindedly," said Westland City 
Council President Charles 
Pickering. 

Plastipak has several facilities in 
which it could make the $15 million 
investment, he said, "but they would 
prefer that it be in Westland." 

Company officials couldn't be 
reached early this week, but 
Pickering estimated that Plastipak 
employs as many a_s 200.workers. 
Plans to upgrade the facility could 
add more jobs, he said. 

The company also is one of the 
top 20 taxpayers in Westland, said 
city Assessor James Elrod. 

City officials stopped granting tax 
abatements around 1993, Pickering 
said, because the economy was 
strong and it was believed that com­
panies didn't need the relief. 

The council even adopted a reso­
lution stating that tax abatements 
would no longer be offered - a deci­
sion that Pickering said could be 
overturned. 

"The economy is different now," 
he said. 

During a meeting last week, city 
officials asked for more information 
from Plastipak before deciding 
whether to offer the tax breaks. 

Plastipak hasn't threatened to 
close its Westland facility, even if 
the tax abatement is denied, 
Pickering said. The decision for 
local officials is whether to lose cer­
tain tax revenues for 12 years to 
ensure investment in the local facil­
ity. 

"They're going to make that 
investment somewhere," Pickering 
said. 

dclem@oe.homecomtri.net I (734) 953-2110 

y -i PHOTOS BV TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Jeff Kreitner, 14, of Westland and a freshman at John Glenn High School, airs i t out off the volcano at 
West land's Concrete Jungle skate park dur ing spring break. 

warm 
weather draw crowds 

to skate park 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland's skate park, Concrete Jungle, 
has drawn large crowds since it opened last 
Friday — a sure sign that spring has 
arrived. 

"It has been packed," Westland Parks and 
Recreation Director Robert Kosowski said. 
"I don't know if it's because these kids had 
cabin fever or what, but they're definitely 
out there." 

Concrete Jungle had been closed since 
Nov. 22, but Kosowski said he is optimistic 
that the skate park's fourth season will be 
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John Glenn sophomore Ryan Albr ight, 15, of 
Westland t r ies a 'hip ' on the bowls a t the Concrete 
Jungle. 

successful. The outdoor park is located on 
the west side of the Bailey Recreation 
Center, behind Westland City Hall on Ford 
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to dozens of break-ins 
BY DAN WEST 
STAFF WRITER 

Investigators say a 46-year-old Westland 
man arrested for breaking into a home in 
the Ann Arbor Road-Ann Arbor Trail area 
maybe linked to a number of home inva­
sions in Livonia and Westland in recent 
months. 

"We've had an extraordinary number of 
home invasions here over the past two 

months," said Livonia police Lt. Greg Winn. 
"We've known of this suspect for a while, 
but he was one of many possible suspects." 

He added the man is a suspect in at least 
a dozen Livonia home invasions, including 
two in the State Streets subdivision last 
week. 

The parolee was arrested early Tuesday 
morning by Livonia officers responding to a 
home invasion on Houghton at 12:25 a.m. 
Someone chucked a rock through a bed-

£ room window to enter the home, steal jew-
• !elry and walk out the front door. The home-
: owners were out of town at the time. 
•. As officers arrived, they observed a 
;. Chrysler LHS leaving the area. Police, noti-
• fled by a home security alarm company, . 
' stopped the vehicle and started asking the 

driver questions. Winn said there were 
inconsistencies in the suspect's statements, 
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City officials 
press case 
for block 
grant money 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Westland city officials remain worried about pos­
sibly losing federal dollars for local programs that 
help senior citizens, troubled youths, public safety 
departments, low-income homeowners and physi­
cally disabled residents. 

Local leaders concede that President George W. 
Bush isn't likely to receive the support he needs 
from U.S. legislators to eliminate Community 
Development Block Grant programs. 

"The program appears to be safe at this time," 
Westland Community Development Director James 
Gilbert said. "But now we're concerned about what 
the funding level will be." 

Bush's plan would slash CDBG funding and shift 
the program, along with 16 others, from the U.S. 
Housing and Urban Development Department to 
the Commerce Department. 

Westland receives $1.2 million a year in CDBG 
funds, but local officials fear possible cuts amid 
talks of shifting the federal dollars from Midwest 
and Northeast states to the south and west, Gilbert 
said. 

"We think that our federal legislators, if they 
really represent the state of Michigan and their 
constituents, will not go along-with shifting the 
money," he said. "We've possibly won one battle, 
but the war goes on, and there just appears to be 
attempts to slash a lot of domestic programs that 
are really good programs." 

Earlier this month, the Westland City Council 
and Mayor Sandra Cicirelli adopted a joint resolu­
tion detailing how the city for 30 years has benefit­
ed from CDBG funds. 

"It's our tax dollars that are being returned to 
local government to benefit our residents, ,and it 
has been proven over the years that i t h#ps our 
community provide services to those in need," 
council President Charles Pickering said. 

The money has been used to: •. _ , -,;• -
• Revitalize low-income homes and stabilize? 

once-declining neighborhoods. / 
• Improve roads, water lines, public sidewalks 

and sewer systems and remove diseased ash trees 
in eligible neighborhoods. 

• Buy fire department vehicles and public warn­
ing sirens and upgrade fire stations, including 
building a new station on the city's southeast side. 

PLEASE SEE G R A N T , A 5 

PHOTO 8Y HEATHER ROUSSEAU 

Now presenting... 
Len Fisher (center) d i rects Andrew Fisher and Courtney 
Nikon dur ing pract ice fo r the Genesis Worship Center's 
upcoming play. For more, see Page A7. 

Coming Sunday 
on the PINK Fife 

Meet Miss Michigan 
and help her win 

the Miss USA title 
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Teens visit 
school to 
'Celebrate 
Wayne' 

The transition from middle 
to high school can sometimes 
be overwhelming for students, 
so the students, staff and 
administration at Wayne 
Memorial High School in 
Wayne want to make the 
change as easy as possible for 
incoming freshman. 

Earlier this month, they 
invitedieighth-grade students 
who reside in the Wayne High 
attendance area from Adams, 
Franklin, Marshall and 
Stevenson Middle Schools to 
"Celebrate Wayne." 

The goal of "Celebrate 
Wayne" is to make next year's 
freshman class feel welcome at 
their new school. The eighth-
graders were bussed to Wayne 
Memorial where they saw an 
introductory presentation in 
the auditorium, toured the 
building and got the chance to 
visit with students who repre­
sent clubs and activities avail­
able at Wayne. 

They also were given post­
cards with their address on 
them which they could submit 
to any group they wanted 
more information. That infor-

Make room for musicians; 
computer services and 
free Mexican fare 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Eighth-grade students from Franklin Middle School are greeted by the Wayne Memorial High School Band as they arrive 
to tour the school during the'Celebrate Wayne'program. 

mation and a welcome will be 
sent to them during the sum­
mer. 

Students currently attend­
ing parochial or private school 
also had the opportunity to 
attend "Celebrate Wayne." and 
parents/guardians were invit­
ed to attend the evening open 
house of Celebrate Wayne . 

There were meetings with 
the ninth-grade coordinator, 
Vanessa Stafford, and parents 
and students were able to view 
the displays from more 60 
clubs and activities available at 
WMHS in the media center, as 
well as tour the building and 
grounds. 
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Franklin Middle School eighth-graders Nicole McCaffrey (from left) and 
Jessica Bailey talk to Wayne Memorial cheerleaders Georgia Baker and 
Ashley Sullivan. 

Night Off 
Parents looking for an 

evening out should circle 
Friday, April 22, and June 3. 

Those nights the Westland 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Westland 
Jaycees and Hoops Stars 
Basketball and Academic 
Tutoring will offer Parents' 
Night Off. 

Parents can leave their chil­
dren at the Bailey Recreation 
Center 6-10 p.m. both evenings 
and enjoy a night out while the 
kids enjoy a pizza dinner 
(chips and a beverage includ­
ed) and two activities. The ( 
choices include basketball, 

cheerleading, math games and 
arts and crafts, and kids can 
choose the same activity for 
both sessions. 

The event is for children in 
first through eighth grades and 
cost $20 for one child per 
night off or $35 per child for 
both. Register by April 19 for 
the first night off and by May 
30 for the June 30 program at 
the Bailey Recreation Center, 
3351 Ford. 

For more information, call 
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268'. 

Off and running 
North Brothers Ford and the 

City of Westland are sponsor­
ing the seventh annual 5K Fun 

Run and Walk Saturday, May 
14, for the benefit of the 
Karmanos Cancer Institute. . 

Runners and walkers collect 
donation in advance of the 
race/walk which will start at 9 
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation 
Center. Prizes and recognition 
will be awarded to the top 
three females and top three 
males in seven age groups -
ages 1-10,11-19,20-29,30-
39,40-49,50-59, 60 and over. 

The pre-registration dead­
line is May 7 and T-shirts are 
guaranteed for all registered by 
that date. The registration fee 
is $12 for students age 18 and 
under and $15 for adults. After 
May 7, the fee is $18. 

Registration starts at 8 a.m. on 
race day. 

For more information, con­
tact Erin Jackson at North 
Brothers Ford at (734) 524-
1232. Registrations can be sent 
to her attention at the dealer­
ship, 33300 Ford Road, . 
Westland,- MI 48185. Checks 
should be made payable to 
North Brothers Ford. 

Historic fashions 
Local historians will sponsor 

an "old-time" fashion show and 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, to raise 
money to help repair the city's 
historic Octagon House. 

The cost is $12 per person. 
The event will be held at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
behind City Hall on Ford 
Road. The show will be held in 
memory of the late Howard 
Becker, who was a supporter of 
the Octagon House. 

For more information or to 
inquire about tickets, call (734) 
729-1605, (734) 522-3918 or 
(734) 729-2953. 

SOUND OFF 

Musicians interested in 
buying or selling instruments 
and accessories will have 
another venue in which to do 
so - right in Garden City. 

David Goldsworthy is about 
to open the doors to Blues 
Airmen Guitars and Music, at 
30955 Ford Road. Over the 
years he's operated a Web site 
- and a band - under the 
same name. Now he's decided 
to do something he's always 
dreamed of - own his own 
music store. Goldsworthy said 
he already owns plenty of 
inventory. He's been storing 
about 150 guitars in his base­
ment and garage. 

The store, scheduled to 
open in May, will sell guitars, 
bass guitars, amplifiers, 
drums and accessories like 
strings and pedals, "mostly on 
consignment." He envisions 
the inventory will expand, 
and he'll eventually bring in 
music teachers who offer 
instrument lessons. 

Look for a variety of 
brands: Gibson, PRS, Fender, 
and other major, names in 
music. Goldsworthy said the 
merchandise will range from 
beginner's instruments to col­
lectibles. 

"This is something I've 
always wanted to do," he said. 

Blues Airmen Guitars and 
Music will be open from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. For more 
information, call (734) 525-
9101 or check bluesairmen-
music.com. 

GET ONLINE 
When viruses attack a com­

puter, Steve McLeod knows 
just how to fix it. As owner of 
recently-opened Internet City 
Computers in Westland, he 
does everything from sell and 
custom-build computers to 
repair them. 

McLeod ran the business 
from his Liyonia home for a 
few years, before opening the 
store in October. Since then, 
he's noticed more public 
exposure and is better 
equipped to keep up with 
changing technology. 

"Originally I got into Web 
design," he said. "I found 
building computers and 
repairing them to be a lot 
more exciting." 

With the ever-growing 
world of technology, and the 
constant threat of new com­
puter viruses, and spyware, 
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McLeod maintains a steady 
business. 

Customer Nancy Elder said: 
"Steve McLeod. is as nice as 
they come. He is very helpful 
and courteous to all of his 
customers and his prices are 
very reasonable - always 
below the prices of... where I 
used to go." 

McLeod doesn't keep a 
large inventory. He sells hard . 
drives, memory, monitors, 
keyboards, and other acces­
sories in the store, and aims 
to keep his prices "fairly com­
petitive." He estimates a gen­
eral service call costs about 
$40. 

Internet City Computers is 
at 35948 Ford Road in 
Westland. The store is open 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays 
and Thursdays; 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and noon to 4 
p.m. Saturdays. For more 
information, call (734) PC-
STORE or visit www.inter-
netcitycomputers.com. 

FREE FOOD 
There is such a thing as a 

free meal. And, even better, 
you can get a free meal while 
helping a good cause. The 
recently opened Qdoba 
Mexican Grill in Farmington 
Hills invites the community 
to an Open House Fiesta from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
April 29 at the restaurant. 

Bring the entire family for a 
free entree and fountain pop, 
balloons and coloring books 
for the kids, all to benefit the 
Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. Call (248) 354-
0950 or (248) 324-2185 for 
more information. 

Qdoba Mexican Grill is at 
33224 12 Mile Road in 
Farmington Hills. 

Staff writer Stacy Jenkins con­
tributed to this report. 

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes 
about new and changing businesses. 
for the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. E-mail.tips on your new, 
favorite Wayne County shop to sea-"; 
soia@oe.homecomm.net or call (734) 
953-2054. 

MOM TO MOM SALE 

Ss. Simon and Jude Church 
will hold its first annual Mom 
to Mom sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April O, at the 
church, 32500 Palmer Road, 
Westland. Used infant and 
children's items will be for 
sale. There also will be a raffle 
and food will be available. 

Admission is $1 for adults 
and children free when 
accompanied by a parent. 
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN C A S O U 

STAFF WRITER 

Bill Fried, a 66-year-old Livonia 
attorney, is among seven candi­
date^ aiming for a seat on the 
Livonia Board of Education. If 
elected, he would push for more 
emphasis on early childhood edu­
cation, vocational opportunities 

for students wfro 
aren't college-
bound, and a 
stronger high 
school academic 
program. 

Fried has been 
a Livonia resi­
dent since 1972 
and raised four 
children who 

. attended Livonia 
Public Schools. 

"I moved here, like many peo­
ple, for the school system," he said. 
Fried became involved in the 
schools when his son was interest­
ed in taking vocational classes but 
wanted to maintain an academic 
path for college. That wasn't a 
possibility, Fried recalled, so he 
fought to change the rules. 

"The people who control the 
education system are the ones 
who have academic degrees," he 

said. "You need to have skilled 
trades in there." 

He said teachers with a nontra-
ditional academic background 
have a lot to give students. 

Early education-is another 
major concern for Fried. 
"Education starts before kinder­
garten," he said. "Why do we wait 
to teach a foreign language? Why 
don't we start younger?" 

Likewise, he wants to see a 
change in high school curriculum. 
Fried was disheartened at recent 
news that reading statistics that 
showed weakness at the high 
school level. He said he wants to 
find out "why they're failing" 
rather than spend time to "re­
train high school and middle 
school teachers." 

"Are we here to train teachers or 
to are we here to educate kids?" he 
asked. 

Fried has run for school board 
trustee about four times, he said. • 
He's pushing for a change in the 
way board members think about 
education and address problems, 
like funding. 

"They're operating a system 
that's not self-sustainable," he 
said. "We are in a crisis." 

Fried proposed that the district 
institute a merit pay raise system, 

Editor's note: The 
the first in a serie 
date profiles for 
Schools Board of 
candidates. Distric 
elect two people t 
terms in the Tuescfy, 
election. 
Candidates are 
Fried, Frank Kalinsfi 
King, Dan Lessard 
Markarian. Candid 
Christopher C. Kai 
but has chosen nc 
paign. 

Mowing is 
of candi-

Public 
llucation 

voters will 
four-year 
, May 3, 

iamC. 
Steve 

nd Cynthia 
te 
man filed, 
to cam-

to pay 
funds are 

alne 

rather than coritinu 
increases in salary a 
dwindling. 

He said dollars 
answer to Livonia's 
lems. Money won't 
student achievemen, 

Fried would like t 
plan created for the chool 
trict, a method of d&iding 

he scores 
He's the familiar voice 

as the Detroit Red 

Wings, but with the 

hockey season 

canceled, announcer 
Ken Kai put his voice to 

good use reading Percy 
the Parrot Passes the 

Puck to students at 

Lincoln Efementary 

School. Kai was a guest 

reader at the school as 

part of its March Is 

Reading Month 

activities. He also 

discussed the 

importance of reading 
with students and 

donated 300 CCHA 

(college hockey) playoff 

tickets to the school. 
The tickets were raffled 

off during Family 

Literacy Night. 
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734-453-5500 
ww,plyraouthnursery.net 

Early Spring Hours: 
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-4 k 

Offers Expire 4/6/05 

1 V I W U * 

NURSERY 

9900 Ann Aibbr Rd./Plymouth Rd. 
7 Miles West of 1-275 

1 1/2 Miles South of M-14 
Corner of Gotfredson Rd, 

State Rep. Glenn S. Ande: on, 
D-Westland, is urging his cc -
leagues in the state Legislati *e 
to pass bills that would reforn 
the secretive process by whii 1 
the Michigan Catastrophic 
Claims Association is able tc 
continue raising insurance r tes. 

The MCCA is raising its 
2005-06 rate to $141.70. Th 
11.4-percent increase, which 
takes effect July 1, will be ad ed 
to insurance premiums that 
auto insurers charge to eachpf 
the 7-1 million motorists in 
Michigan. The 2004 rate w;: 

, $127.24. 
'As we recognize 'Sunshir 

Week' in Michigan, and as c r 
state government, our agen< ss 
and even many businesses a i 
now open to public account >il-
ity, the MCCA continues to 
operate behind closed doors 
Anderson said. "Howdothi? 
set their rates? What formui do 
they use? Is it justifiable? W 
will never know unless the ! 

ELECTION 

?005 

of schools 
Livonia board race 
loses candidate 

are not the 
nancial prob*-

• ansfer into 
he said. 
see a master 

dis-
where 

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

money would be best spent and 
why. "There may be more eco­
nomical ways to look at these 
buildings," he said. 

Fried believes rebuilding school" 
buildings would foster growth and 
solve Livonia's concerns of declin­
ing enrollment. "Rebuilding can 
affect demographic proportions," 
he said, adding that revamping 
neighborhoods will also draw in 
businesses. 

"No one has tried this" he said. 
"I throw out ideas and concepts. I 
do think they should have a vision 
of where you'd like to be. It's the 
marketplace of ideas. Nothing 
should be considered out-of-
bounds." 

Fried admits change is neces­
sary in Livonia, and he doesn't 
expect it will happen overnight. 
"Sometimes it takes a long time to 
sell the program," he said. 

scasola@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2054 

The race for seats on the Livonia Board of 
Education just got somewhat smaller. One of 
the six candidates has decided to drop out, five 
weeks prior to election day. 

"I have'decided to not pursue election to the 
position any further," wrote Christopher C. -
Kaufman in an e-mail message sent Sunday. 

Kaufman did not attend the first public Can­
didate forum, organized by the Livonia 
Democratic Club on March 16. 

He is currently a full-time student at Eastern 
Michigan University, and works as graphic 
designer. , 

Kaufman said he has chosen to support the 
two incumbent candidates seeking election on 
May 3 - Daniel Lessard and Cynthia 
Markarian. 
. "I believe Mr. Lessard and Ms. Markarian 
have a proven track record and will continue to 
provide excellent service to our schools," he 
said. "I wish them the best of luck in their bids 
for re-election." 

Also campaigning for the two four-year terms 
on the board are William C. Fried, Frank 
Kalinski and Steve King. 

By Stephanie A. Casola 

of insurance rates 
MCCA lets us see how it con­
ducts its business. 

This cloak of secrecy is at odds 
with the public's call for more 
openness. Insurance rates 
should not be a mystery to the 
motorists of Michigan. The con­
sumer deserves a right to know 
how those rates are set." 

Jennifer M. Granholm has 
called for the passage of the leg­
islation Anderson has intro­
duced, saying, "The public needs 
to have a say in this process, and 
I call on the Legislature to add 
sunshine to the process of set­
ting our citizens' auto insurance 
rates." 

Senate Bills 152 and 153, 
introduced with bi-partisan 
support by Sen. Mark Schauer, 
and House Bills 4140 and 4141, 
introduced by Rep. Lee 
Gonzalez, would add a member 
of the general public to the 
MCCA board. The bills also 
would require that the MCCA 
be included under the Freedom 

of Information Act (FOIA) and 
Open Meetings Act (OMA.) 

House Bill 4112, introduced 
by Anderson, will increase the 
MCCA board to nine members, 
including three members of the 
general public. 

"Public input is a vital check 
on our insurance rates, and it 
will help keep those rates afford­
able for Michigan's motorists," 
Anderson said. 

The MCCA, an independent 
insurance fund that pays for the 
care of severely injured 
motorists when such claims 
exceed $250,000. The MCCA 
requires all auto insurance com­
panies in Michigan to pay a cer­
tain amount into the fund. 

The MCCA sets the amount 
paid into the fund. In 2001, the 
MCCA rate was $14.41, and has 
skyrocketed since. Last year, 
MCCA rates were raised to 
record highs. The rates are 
determined by five insurance 
executives who assess the 

reserve amount needed for the 
MCCA fund. 

Because the MCCA is a statu­
torily established private associ­
ation, it isn't subject to FOIA or 
OMA laws. There also is no 
public member on the current 
board who can represent the 
interests of the millions of insur­
ance rate payers 

"It's certainly appropriate dur­
ing 'Sunshine Week' to demand 
more accountability and trans­
parency on the MCCA and its 
decision making process" 
Granholm said. "Michigan driv­
ers are paying the tab and have 
the right to hold the MCCA 
accountable and to know how 
their auto rates have been set." 

Granholm declared the week 
of March 13 as Sunshine Week 
in Michigan to encourage more 
government access for the citi­
zens of Michigan who have the . 
right to know how public offi­
cials are representing them and 
spending their tax dollars. 
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Using-yoilr home to get money is easy. 

4.751?,, 
$250,000 or more 

Credit Line 

5.25 A°i-
$75,000-3124,999 

Credit Line 

5M?R. 
S125.Q0 S249;999 

Crec Line 

5. 
S25,i 

Craf. 

UAPR* 
.00(674,999 

Line 

is a smart, convenient way to 

get the money you need, when you need it. You can use the equity in your home for just 

about anything, from home improvements and debt, consolidation to college tuition. Even 

emergency expenses. Access your money anytime with convenient checks or wi th Standard 

Federal Online.There are no closing costs and the interest may be tax deductible * Applying 

is quick and easy. Sirnpiy call (877) 732-8240, stop by any Standard Federal Bank branch or 

visit standardfederalbank.com. 

Standard Federal Bank 
ABNAMR0 

Sl dard f federal Bank's Home Equiiy Lines of Credit are tied to Prime. Prime is the highest Prime Rale as published inSie "Money Rates" section of ffieWfe//SfteefJouma/on tiie last publishing 
ding the billing cycle. The margin tied to-Prime varies and depends on the approved credit line amount and combined Joan-to-value. APRs disclosed above assume a combined loan-to-value 

Prim vas 5,50% and the APfl on Standard Federal Bank's Home Equity Line1 of Credit products varied between 4,75% and B.50%. Prime is a variable rate; as ft changes, the APR on your account 
Afelloon payment will result at the end of the ten-year draw period. The Home Equity Lines are limited to owner-occupied, 1-4 family principal residences and are subject to no less than a 

"The Annual Percentage Rates (APRs) on 
day of the calendar month immediately pre 
of 80% or less. On February 28,2005, 
will change. The maximum APR is 21% 
second lien position on your property. You 
Exclusives. Consult your tax advisor conce ng 
conditions imposed by the city, state or coi y that the subject property is located in will be the borrower's responsibility, The APRs are-subject to change without notice. Member FTJIC. ©2005 Standard Federal Bank N A 8 * ™ 

jst carry insurance on the property that secures this loan. Flood insurance required if necessary. There is a §50 annual fee after the first year unless you are a member of Credit > ^ S | 
the deductibility of interest. Closing costs paid by Standard Federal Bank are limited to appraisal, title insurance, flood certification and recording fees. Any additional fees or | = ' 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:scasola@oe.homecomm.net
http://standardfederalbank.com
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FOR THE RECORD 

DEATHS 

Elizabeth Klaver Jenkins, 78, of 
Traverse City, died March 27. 

M 
Mary Elizabeth "Molly" Mundt, 63, 

of Plymouth, died March 26. 
S 

Ann Bleakley Spicer, 77, formerly of 
Birmingham, died March 28. 

MIKE MODANO ICE ARENA 
Open Skating 

Open skating is available noon-1:45 
p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
now through March 31. Cost is $3.50 
for children and seniors and $4.50 
for adults. Get $1 off on weekdays 
admissions. Skate rental is $2.50, 
and skate sharpening $4. 

Drop-in Hockey 
Drop-in hockey is available 10-11:45 

a.m. Tuesday, Thursdayand Friday. 
Cost is $5 per player (daytime hours) 
and goalies skate free. There also is a 
Friday evening session 10 p.m. to 
12:45 a.m. Cost is $10. 
Full equipment is required. 

Freestyle Ice 
Ice time for freestyle skating is 

available 2:30-4:50 p.m. Monday, 6-8 
a.m. and 2:30-5:50 p.m. Tuesday, 
2:30-5:50 p.m. Wednesday 6-8 a.m. 
and 2:30-4:20 p.m Thursday and 
2:30-5:50 p.m. Friday. 
Fifty-minute sessions cost $5.25, 

while 30-minute sessions are $3.50. 
There's an additional $1 charge for 

„drop-in. The arena is at 6210 N. 
Wildwood, just south of Hunter. For 
additional information, call the arena 
at (74) 729-4560. 

BAILEY RECREATION CENTER 
Court Use 

Court costs are based on prime time 
hours - 4-10 p.m. Monday-Friday and 
all day Saturday and Sunday - and 
non-prime time hours -: 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday. 
• Racquetball Courts - $9 per hour 

prime time and $8 per hour non-
prime time for residents and $11 per 
hour non-prime time and $12 per 
hour prime time for non-residents. 
• Wallyball Courts-$11 per hour 

non-prime time and $12 per hour 
prime time for residents and $16 per 
hour non-prime time $18 per hour 
prime time for non-residents. 
• Brewball - $7 per hour non-prime 

time and $8 per hour prime time for 
residents and $10 per hour non-prime 
time and $11 per hour prime time for 
non-residents,. 
Court Gold Cards 00 hours of time) 

are available at $80 resident rac­
quetball and $110 for non-resident 
racquetball; $110 for resident wally­
ball and $170 for non-resident wally­
ball; and $70 for resident brewball 
and $100 non-resident brewball 

Open Gym 
The hours vary, so call ahead for 

times. Cost is $2 for residents and $4 

For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer S Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Sports in 
Passages on page C9. 

for non-residents. Students pay $1, 
but must show middle school or high 
school identification card. 

Weight/Fitness Room 
The weight/fitness room is open 9 

a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week. 
Residents pay $4 daily (walk-in), with 
contracts for unlimited use costing 
$25 per month, $80 for six months 
and $150 for a year. Non-residents 
pay $6 daily (walk-in), with contracts 
for unlimited use costing $35 per 
month, $120 for six months and $225 
for a year. 

Facility and Park Rentals 

Various room sizes are available for 
all occasions, including showers, 
wedding receptions, parties, classes, 
business meetings, etc. 
Room Rentals - Various room sizes 

are available for all occasions includ­
ing showers, wedding receptions, 
parties, classes, business meetings, 
fund-raisers and more. Call the Bailey 
Recreation Center at (734) 722-7620 
for availability and prices between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

Park Rentals - Pavilions, tables and 
grills are available May through 
October.. Central City Park and Tattan 
Park have two pavilions each. Sam 
Corrado Park has three pavilions. 
Reservations begin irUanuary for 
the upcoming outdoor season. Call 
the Baiiey Recreation Center at (734) 
722-7620 for exact date new reser­
vations will start for next year. 

Wedding Photos 

Have your wedding ceremony or pic­
tures taken at the Faust Pavilion at 
the William D. Faust Library. For more 
information, call (734) 722-7620. 

SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CENTER 
Programs, Activities, Services 

• Alterations: The Friendship Center 
offers alterations for a nominal fee 
every Tuesday. 
H Advisory Council: A group of 

elected individuals representing their 
various clubs within the city and 
Friendship Center. The Advisory 
Council discusses and determines 
various senior needs and deliberates 
which issues should be presented to 
the Commission on Aging. Meets the 
first Friday of the month. 

W a y n e - W e s t l a n d C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l s 
W e s t l a n d , M i c h i g a n 4 8 1 8 5 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T F O R B I D S 

RE-BID 

Sealed bids for the re-bid of Wayne-Westland Community Schools' 
Bid Package #15, 

Consisting ofi Parking Lot & Bus Loop Expansions at 
Edison, Elliott, Hamilton, Lincoln, and 
Vandenberg Elementary Schools 

will be received until 1;3Q P.M. local time tin Wednesday, April 
13, 2005 at which time they will be opened and read publicly at 
Wayne-Westland Community School Board of Education Office, 
located at 36745 Marquette, Westland, Michigan 48185. Bids 
received after this time and date will be returned unopened. 

Faxed proposals will not be accepted. 

This Bid Pa'ckage will consist of a separate sealed bid for the 
following Bid Divisions: 

Bid Division Description 
102 Earthwork/Site Utilities/Asphalt Paving/Site Concrete 
143 Electrical 
148 , Landscaping 

Bidding documents prepared by TMP Associates, Inc. will be 
available for public inspection at the office of the Construction 
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex Circle, 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335; the FW Dodge Plan Room, Southfield; 
the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, Bloomfield 
Hills; and the Daily Construction Reports Plan Room, Detroit. 

Bidders may obtain one (1) set of bidding documents and re-bid 
addendum #1, beginning Monday, March 28,2005, by contacting the 
Construction Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., at (248) 427-
8400. Additional plans may be ordered and purchased directly from 
Dunn Blue Reprographics Technology, (248) 353-2950. Bids are to 
be submitted in a sealed envelope supplied by the Construction 
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc. The bid divisions) being bid 
is/are to be identified on the outside of the envelope. 

A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the 
school board, school superintendents, or chief executive must 
accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid that does not 
include this statement. This statement is on the proposal execution 
form. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond in the amount of five 
(5) percent of the amount of the bid, payable to Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools, as a guarantee that if the proposal is accepted, 
the bidder will execute the contract and file the required bonds 

^within ten (10) days after notice of award of contract. 

If awarded a contract, the successful bidder will be required to 
furnish a Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment 
Bond. Wayne-Westland Community Schools reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids received and to waive any informalities and 
irregularities in the bidding, 

This''project is to be bid at the prevailing wage rate. 

Publish: March 31,2005 

Jerry Dunn: His work benefited children 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

STAFF WRITER 

Having spent his career 
working to benefit children 
and schools, Gerald Dunn 
continued those efforts until 
he died Tuesday. 

Director of t he 
Metropolitan Association for 
Improved School Legislation, 
Mr. Dunn, 70, of Williamston 
was at work unti l shortly 
before his dea th Tuesday in 
Garden City. 

"He underwen t six weeks of 
treatment for cancer. I'm not 
sure if his hear t gave out or it 
was something else," said 
Marifyn Dunn , his wife of 34 
years. "It was not expected. 
God was gracious in letting 
him go peacefully." 

Born in Saginaw, Mr. Dunn 
was a school teacher when he 
became involved in politics. 
He was elected as a 
Democratic s tate senator 

'Jerr will be missed. He did 
eveifthing for K-12 and 
higter education/ 
Marild Dunn 
Mr. Dun's wife 

from Genesee County and 
servi 1 one term during which 
he dfaired the Senate educa-

ommittee. 
968, Mr. Dunn was 

electtd as a University of 
Micl gan regent and served in 

osition unti l 1984. 
Hitsed at the Garden City 

Schc >ls Administrative 
Buil« ing, MAISL was initially 
a lol lying arm for school leg­
islate >n. In recent years, the 
asso« ation has served a num­
ber c' school districts by 
adm listering self-insurance 
proglams. 

tion 
In 

RECYCLING 

Westland's Recycling Center, located behiti 
the Economic Growth Center at 37095 
Marquette, is open all year for Westland re 
dents only. 
Hours of operation April 4 through 0ctobe21 

are 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday and 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. The center is close 
on Sunday and holidays year round. 
The center accepts: 
• Clean newsprint stacked neatly, 6-15 indies 

high, tied with twine, or packed into paper 
bags. Papers must be must be dry, no mold NO 
junk mail, catalogs, magazines or phone befks, 
office paper, computer paper or cardboard 
accepted. 
• Plastics (41 or 82) drink jugs and colorjd 

laundry detergent-type jugs (HOPE No. 2 ai I 
PET No. 1) that are cleaned and washed out No 
lids, no plastic bags, no caustic material (sen 
as drain cleaner) containers and no oil or 
antifreeze containers are accepted. 
• Cans - aluminum (WON'T stick to a maget) 

cans only - no scrap metal, out-of-state be-
erage cans with no Michigan deposit. No foi or 
foil containers. And metal (steel that WILL 
stick to a magnet) - tin cans (actually stee 
cans with tin plating.) Rinse clean, remove 
labels, remove both ends and flatten to sa\ 
room in the dumpster. No paint, aerosol ca$ 
or scrap metal. 

Many current school 
administrators were influ­
enced by Mr. Dunn, his wife 
said, citing him as a profes­
sional mentor. 

"Jerry will be missed. He 
did everything for K-12 and 
higher education," said Dunn, 
a former legislative employee 
who worked for 10 years for 
former state representative 
William Keith (D-Garden 
City). "He was instrumental in 
the state aid act. He was great 
for children." 

Arraignments were handled 
by John Santeiu and Son 
Funeral Home. N o services 
were scheduled. Mr. Dunn's 
wishes were that his body be 
donated to the University of 
Michigan School of Medicine. 

"He wanted to give back to 
the University of Michigan 
and to children," said Dunn. 
"He will make a major contri­
bution there. He was a pat ient 
at U of M for 31 years. They 

diagnosed his cancer there in 
October and underwent treat­
ment in January, so they will 
be able to see the affects." 

Once the medical school has 
released Mr. Dunn's body, it 
will be cremated and a private 
graveside service will be held 
in Williamston. 

Other survivors include his 
children Leslie (Wally) 
Paulauskas, Carolyn, Stephen 
and Terrenee; stepchildren 
Richard (Linda) Schmidt, 
Deborah (John Backus), 
Stephen Schmidt and Thomas 
(Karen) Schmidt; four grand­
children; five step-grandchil­
dren and many nieces and • 
nephews. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Champions for 
Children Campaign, Mott 
Children's Hospital, 3 0 1 E . 
Liberty, Suite 4 0 0 , Ann 
Arbor, MI 48104. 

Iroger$@oe.homecomm.net ] (734) 953-2103 

GARDEN CITY POLICI 
6000MIDDL1 

RECYCLING & COMPOSTING 

• Used motor oil (Friday or Saturday drop-off 
only). Containers are to be taken and reused. 
Used motor oil will not be collected during the 
winter months. It may be brought into the 
Transfer Site on Friday and Saturday only dur­
ing the hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Batteries (automotive, watch, camera, 

hearing aid, lithium or Ni-Cad batteries) are 
accepted. Flashlight type dry cell batteries, 
watch batteries, camera batteries, hearing aid 
batteries, Ni-Cad batteries and automotive 
batteries at the Recycling Center Only, There 
also are battery receptacles located at the fol­
lowing City buildings for all batteries except 
automotive: City Hall, senior Friendship Center, 
Westland Public Library, Dorsey Center, 
Westland Cable TV and Fire Station No. 5 

• Glass bottles and jars washed clean with 
labels removed. Remove lids and metal rings 
(put in metal bin). No plate glass, ceramics 
(mugs, plates, etc.), Pyrex cookware, Mr. 
Coffee pots, dirty containers with food left in 
them and mirrors. 
No yard, medical or hazardous waste is 

accepted at the center. For hazardous waste 
disposal, contact the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality at (800) 662-9278. 

COMPOSTING 
l Compost is grass clippings, leaves, yard and 
garden waste (excluding pumpkins) pruning 
[debris and brush. 

Contents may be left in the form of five 
garbage cans or 10 garbage bags. The total 
contents cannot exceed 60 pounds. Tree 
removal not accepted. Do not compost food 
scraps, animal waste, chemicals or sod. 
The compost season, picking up of grass clip­

pings and small branches, is April 5 through 
Dec. 9. 
Compost is picked up the same day as regular 

trash. Compost must be in cans with a yard 
waste sticker attached or Kraft type brown 
bags. Plastic bags WILL NOT be accepted. 
Compost must be separated from regular 
household garbage by 10 feet. Mixed compost 
and garbage WILL NOT be picked up. 
A separate truck will be picking up compost. 

Brush or limbs must not be longer than 4 feet 
nor larger than 3 inches in diameter and must 
be tied in small bundles with strong cord (no 
tape). Maximum of eight bundles per week 

.allowed. NO STUMPS OR ROOTS. 
Cardboard boxes containing compost will not 

be picked up. Sod, dirt, wood chips or land­
scaping material (wood chips, mulch, gravel, 
stone, cement, etc.), vines (of any sort), WILL 
NOT BE PICKED UP. 

Residents will have the responsibility of dis­
posal. Bundles of hay/straw MUST be broken 
down and put into cans or paper bags. 
Christmas trees will be picked up at the curb 

for two weeks starting in January following 
the Christmas holiday. 

IEPABTMENT 
IJELT 

G A R D E N CITY, ft [ 4 8 1 3 5 

The following vehicles have bein deemjd 
sold at public auction on Tuesday, Apri 5 
auction is to be held at Westland Car 4re 
Westland, MI 48185. 

Please Note: The bidding will start a 
charges. '< 

YEAR & MAKE STYLE 
1996 Ford Escort 4 Dr 
1995 Ford Contour 4 Dr 
1997 Ford Taurus 4 Dr 
1992 Ford Escort 4 Dr 
1991 Mercury 2 Dr 
1985 Chevy Monte Carlo 2 Dr 
1991 Isuzu Amigo 2 Dr 

Publish: March 31,2005 

abandoned and will be 
2005 at 9:00 A.M. The 
Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., 

the towing and storage 

VIN# 
1FASP4J3TW147238 
1FALP6539SK135957 
1FALP52U8VG2108X1 
LFAPP14J2NW172611 
1MEPM6049MH652792 
1G1GZ37Z5FR128774 
JAABL01L8M9804970 

INFORMATION CENTRAL 

Cherry Hill School of Pe forming Arts 
2005-2006 Open En illment 

April 15 -April 29 2005 
Applications availsle at, 
and must be submited to, 

Cherry Hill School of Peiprcning Arts 
28500Avondsa 

Inkster, MI 48 11 
Lottery, if neces; iry, 

May 5,2005 at 5:( p.m. 
at Charter School Adminisi ation Services 

20755 Greenfield Roac Suite 300 
Southfield, Michiga 48075 

Academy of In] 3ter 
2005-2006 Open En ollment 

April 15 - April 2! 2005 
Applications avail ble at, 
and must be subm ted to, 

Academy of Inl iter 
28612 Avondre 

Inkster, MI 4S41 
Lottery, if neeeaary, 

May 5,2005 at 5:0 p.m. 
at Charter School Admini 

20755 Greenfield Roa 
Southfield, Michigi 148075 

Academy of We tland 
2005-2006 Open 

April 15 - April 
Applications avaikble 
and must be subn tted 

Academy of We; land 
300 Henry RuiRd 
Westland, MI 
Lottery, if necepary, 

May 5,2005 at 5 
. Charter School Adminiiration 

20755 Greenfield Roa ; 
Southfield, Michig a 
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ation Services 
, Suite 300 

Eirollment 
,2005 

at, 
to, 
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April is the 10th annual National 
Poetry Month. Inaugurated by the 
Academy of American Poets in 1996, 
National Poetry Month brings togeth­
er publishers, booksellers, literary 
organizations, libraries, schools, and 
poets around the country to cele­
brate poetry and its vital place .in 
American culture. 

Thousands of businesses and non­
profit organizations participate 
through readings, festivals, book dis­
plays, workshops, and other events. 
For more information see the \ 
National Poetry Month We site at 
www.poets.org/npm. 

The William P. Faust Public Library 
of Westland has a large poetry col­
lection. There is something for ali 
tastes and ages, including many 
poetry books for children. In fact, 
searching under the subject heading 
juvenile poetry, there are nearly 800 
books to choose from. 

Our librarians have created a well-
rounded poetry collection that 
includes both the classics and new 
types of poetry, such as hip-hop, 
that appeal to teens. In our collec­
tion you can find favorites by Ogden' 
Nash (remember Custard the 
Dragon?) and how about A Light in 
theAtticby Shel Silverstein? You will 

find that we havrmost of the classic 
poems from history. 

At times people remember only a 
fragment of a poem or just the first 
line, but not the poet. Librarians 
used to have to refer to large poetry 
index books but now we have a won­
derful and easy to use electronic 
tool called "LitFinder." This can be 
found on our Web page by clicking 
on "reference sites" and then 
"LitFinder." Inside LitFinderr click on 
"Poems" and-search more than 
125,000 full-text poems online. 
. You can search nearly one million 
references that will tell you the ••-
name of a book in which the poem _. 
can be found, then the library can *: 

try to find the book for you. In gen­
era), we can find almost any popular. 
poem. 

Come in and enjoy our wonderful 
poetry section. . 

Call the library and let the refer­
ence staff help,you find a good poet-, 
ry book, or visit our Web page and 
catalog to search for yourself at 
www.westland.lib.mi.us. 

The William P. Faust Public Library 
is at 6123 Central City Parkway, 
Westland. For More information, call 
(734) 326-6123. 
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PupWdltAitoStiwailB) 
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fired of finding your own entertainment? 

Come play with us instead! 
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673 S. Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com • piymputhdogmom@msn.com 

took in on them on our doggie web earns! 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY... IS A DAY OF DOG PtAYl*-
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Westland teen nets scholarship SUSPECT 
Westland resident Aaron 

Sieloff is among six winners of 
scholarships totaling $11,000 
from Co-op Services Credit 
Union. 

Sieloff of Divine Child High 
School and Southgate resident 
Jessica Nickrand of Southgate 
Anderson High School 
received Co-op's' $4,000 
renewable Al Williams and 
Harlan Richardson 
Scholarships. 

Winners of the $1,000 Mark 
Stroebel and Margaret 
Kremer-Hehman Scholarships 
are Redford resident Gregory 
Rost of Detroit Catholic 
Central and Dearborn Heights 
resident Ashley Ostrowski of 
Crestwood High School. 

Livonia resident Elizabeth 
Turbialc of Stevenson High 
School and Belleville resident 

Eboni Elam of Belleville High 
School receive the $500 
William Allen and James 
Cullimore Scholarships. 

Since the scholarship pro­
gram began in 1995, Co-op 
Services Credit Union has 
awarded more than $80,000 
in scholarships to outstanding 
high school seniors who are 
also members. 

"Each scholarship is named 
for a pioneer of Co-op Services 
Credit Union," said Michael A. 
O'Hehir, chairman of the vol­
unteer board of directors. "It's 
always an honor to recognize 
these deserving students and 
their families at our annual 
meeting. This year was even 
more special because of our 
50th year celebration." 

In addition to awarding 
scholarships for graduating 

high school seniors to coiitin-
ue their education, Co-op 
Services Credit Union offers a 
"Next Generation Savings 
Club" for children to age 17 to 
learn how to save and manage 
their money before entering 
adulthood. 

Co-op Services Credit 
Union has approximately 
43,000 members, maintaining 
branch offices in Dearborn, 
Livonia, Walled Lake, 
Westland and Downriver. 
Members also have access to 
any of 23 Family Service 
Center shared branches locat­
ed throughout Michigan. 

For more information about 
Co-op Services, visit the credit 
union Web site at 
www.cscu.org/> www.cscu.org 
or call toll free at (800) 
321-8570. 

The Pinewood 
Derby cars of Cub 

Scout Pack 1526 
were displayed in a 

Madison 
Elementary School 
showcase before 
the big race. The 
scouts designed 

and made the cars. 
The fastest will 

advance to Sunset 
District race in 
May. Teachers 

served as judges, 
picking best stock 

vehicle design, 
best modified 

vehicle design, 
best paint job and 

best overall theme. 
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east of Newburgh. 
Since last July 1 — the start 

of the city's new budget year — 
Concrete Jungle has brought in 
$14,167 in gross revenues.' ' 

If that trend continues, then 
the skate park will likely meet 
its projected revenue of 
$30,478 for the budget year 
that will end June 30, 
Kosowski said. 

In all, 4,032 fans of skate­
boarding and inline skating 
visited the facility since last 
July 1. Particularly large 
crowds are expected this week, 
with local students out of 

school for spring break. 
Largely funded by Wayne 

County tax dollars, Concrete 
Jungle was built and opened in 
2002 after skateboarding fans 
pleaded with city officials to 
find a way to help them enjoy 
their sport. 

Many of them had run into 
problems with property owners 
for using business parking lots 
and ramps. 

Kosowski said he is hopeful 
that this season could be 
among the best for Concrete 
Jungle. 

"I think we're going to do 
really well," he said. 

The skate park is open 3 
p.m. until dark Monday 
through Friday and 11 a.m. 
until dark Saturday and 

Sunday. 
Cost is $3 per session. Only 

one session is scheduled for 
weekdays, but there are two 
sessions on weekends: 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. until 
dark. Patrons can pay $5 for 
all-day access on weekends. 

Those using Concrete Jungle 
need to bring their own skate­
boards or inline skates. 
However, other supplies can be 
rented at the. Bailey Recreation 
Center. Activities in Concrete 
Jungle are monitored. 

"We have an attendant who's 
out there all the time," 
Kosowski said. 

For more information, call 
the center at (734) 722-7620. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110 

P O O R SLEEP? 
If you are a woman 45-55 years old, with an irregular or stopped menstrual cycle and you 
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giving police probable cause 
to search the vehicle. 

The search revealed a jewel­
ry box with the Houghton 
homeowner's name engraved 
on top. In the trunk, investi­
gators found a number of 
pieces of jewelry, cameras and 
collectibles. 

"It .was a good piece of 
police work by those officers 
because they didn't catch him 
in the house; they caught him 
driving away," Winn said. 

After obtaining a search 
warrant, Livonia and 
Westland police sifted 
through the suspect's 
Westland home Tuesday 
evening at the Wilderness 
Park Apartments on Warren 
between Newburgh and 
Central City Parkway. 
Investigators said they found 
a number of valuable items in 
the apartment, including 
some firearms. 

"We believe he's done a 
number of Westland B&Es," 
Westland police Lt. James 
Ridener said Wednesday. 

As police contact recent 
break-in victims and items are 
reclaimed, investigators said it 
will take some time to connect 
the home invasions with the 
suspect. Winn added police 
have evidence the suspect was 
selling the jewelry for cash. 

"We expect him to be 
arraigned on preliminary 
charges in the next day or two," 
Winn said Wednesday. "I imag­
ine there will be initial charges, 
and as we sort through the evi­
dence, there will be additional 
charges filed later." 

The man, Winn said, was 
paroled for past convictions of 
home invasion, receiving and 
concealing stolen property and 
robbery. Other police agencies, 
he added, may want to inter­
view this suspect as part of 
home invasion and robbery 
investigations in their commu­
nities. 
Staff writer Darrell Ciem contributed 
to this report. 

dwest@oe.fiomecomm.net I (734)953-2109 
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• Hire community police 
officers and help the city's 
Youth Assistance Program, 
which provides services and 
programs for troubled young­
sters. 

• Provide affordable rental 
units for hundreds of low-
income families and make 
certain homes more accessible 
for physically disabled resi­
dents. 

• Build the award-winning 
senior citizen Friendship 
Center and operate it. 

• Improve parks by pur­
chasing new playground 
equipment and build'walking 
paths and picnic shelters. 

• Make city facilities more 
accommodating to disabled 
residents and provide trans­
portation for homebound sen­
ior citizens. 

• Help support domestic 
violence prevention programs 
and provide emergency food 
for families in need. 

Those are just a few reasons 
cited by city leaders in 
approving the resolution 
opposing Bush's plans to 
eliminate CDBG programs. 

"Many of our local pro­
grams are dependent on those 
funds," Pickering said. 

City leaders hope that the 
resolution will help put pres­
sure on federal legislators to 
protect CDBG programs and 
to oppose any efforts to shift 
money from one U.S. region 
to another. 

Bush has proposed cutting 
CDBG funding by consolidat­
ing the Tjrogram with 17 other 
federal programs as part of 
the new federal budget. 

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus 
McCotter, R-Livonia, recently 
issued a statement saying he 
supports protecting the 
CDBG program. He also said 
he proposed a plan, during a 
meeting of the House Budget 
Committee, that would 

. restore some of the presi­
dent's proposed cuts. 

dclem@oe.tiomecomm.net j (734) 953-2110 
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Plumbing Repair & Installation: 
Expert Troubleshooting of Plumbing Problems 
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Sump Pumps • Water Heaters 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Have You Filed for Bankruptcy? 

Banks Rejected Your Loan Requests? 

Are You in Debt and Struggling ! 
to Pay Your Bills? 1 

Do You Need Help Finding § 
Financial Security? | 

<_* 1 -866-775-6873 
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Now Open in Canton! 

Brand New Luxury Assisted Living 
Licensed Assisted Living • Memory Care Living • Respite Care 
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Choosing the right care for your loved one can be difficult... 
Look to Waltonwood for comfort, care and peace of mind. 

Please call (734) 981-5070 or tour 
our new community today! 

42500 Cherry HiH Road. Canton, MI 4818^ 
(Located on the northwest corner of Cherry Hill • ul I 
email: waltonm5odcherryhiU@sitighinail.< in • 

www.walto nwood.com NO ENTRANCE FEES! 

WALTONWOOD 
^ E W - B - t m • • • • • • ! > • • • • • 

AT CHERRY HILL 
huieprndent, Lit ct/sed Assisted Living \ 

and Memory Care Community 

HUGH. 
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of venues 
Worship center evolves into 

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI 
CORRESPONDENT 

The Rev. Len Fisher has the 
actors, audiences and even the 
dates for his next theater show. All 
he needs is a place to perform. 

A theater group emerged a cou­
ple of years ago during Fisher's 
time as pastor of the First 
Missionary Church on Palmer Road 
in Westland. He came to the 
church in 2000 shortly after the 
congregation voted to close. 

"We needed to do something, 
because we desired to find new and 
artistic ways in expressing the 
gospel," Fisher said. "We were 
struggling for ways to build up 
membership." 

The church became the Genesis 
Worship Center for the Arts, com­
bining church services and hosting 
theater productions. 

"We wanted to bring our message 
through the arts," Fisher said. "It 
was an evolution. We're where 
imagination and inspiration meet." 

Genesis Worship Center for the 
Arts remained open until October 
2004, however, the lack of mem­
bers and money finally closed the 
doors. But, it didn't put an end to^ 
Fisher's hand in theater. 

"I'm an artistic director who hap­
pened to be a pastor," he explained. 

The pastor of Warren Road Light 

and Life Free Methodist Church in 
Westland saw one of Fisher's shows 
and hired him to do A Christmas 
Carol at his church. 

"When I completed the project I 
realized this is what I was good at 
and what I enjoyed doing," he 
added. 

Last January he started canvass­
ing friends about the possibility of 
launching his new endeavor, 
Renaissance Productions. The 
response was overwhelming and 
he's currently looking for nonprofit 
status. 

"By the time we were done with 
the meeting, the enthusiasm was so 
great we had a partial season with 
two shows," he said. 

His new theater, once a location 
is finalized, will be called Inspired 
Theater. 

DEDICATED CAUSE 
"It's a fun fear," he said. "Because 

we don't know where we're going to 
land. I have a board and a group of 
actors dedicated to this cause. 
We're bringing quality theater to 
western Wayne County and our 
mission is to change the planet one 
actor at a time." 

His audience does seem to be 
growing. 

Earlier in March, the pastor of^ 
First United Methodist of Wayne, 
Dave Stewart, saw a Genesis 

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU . 

Heather Thornton ( f rom le f t ) , Andrew Fisher and Courtney Nikon rehearse t h e Prodigal Son scene an upcoming Renaissance Product ions' play. 

Worship Center for the Arts pro­
duction and asked Renaissance 
Productions to perform at his 
church. 

They presented That's Amore, a 
musical tribute to love and mar­
riage. 

"Is there a Christian message? 
Absolutely, but it's not an overt, 
blatant message," he added. "We're 
a group that happens, right now, to 
be a group of Christians. We're not 
a Christian theater." 

While the actors and production 
people pray at the start of their 
practices and performances, Fisher 
said, non-religious people cari take 
that time to focus and regroup. 

Michelle and Greg Fuchs are 
members of Warren Road Light and 
Life Free Methodist Church and 
have performed in a couple of 
Fisher's productions. 

Michelle said she loves the venue 
not only for artistic outlet, but it also 
gives her an opportunity for evangel­
ism when the show deals with a 
Christian message. 

"We've also gotten to know people 
in our church who we didn't know 
before," she said. "On Sundays, 
they'll come up to us and give us a 
hug." 

Heather Thornton ( f rom le f t ) , Courtney Nikon, Mat t Holland, Danielle Peterson, Andrew Fisher 
and piano player Sue Fisher do vocal warmups during pract ice for upcoming play. 

Fisher said he's looking for people 
who love to do theater and their reli­

gious affiliation is not a big concern. 
"We can't guarantee that we won't 

affect them," he adds. "It's not our 
purpose to change the people 
involved. 

"But, when you get involved you 
end up being changed." 

Renaissance Production's next 
show is Godspell, May 20-22, but 
even though Fisher said he doesn't 
know where the stage will be he 
doesn't seem terribly concerned. He 
recently held auditions and filled all 
the female parts. He's still looking 
for three men, from 17 to 30, to sing 
and act in the show. 

Everyone has a creativeness inside, 
but they might not be aware of that 
ability, he adds. 

"Our goal is to help bring that cre­
ativity to the surface in an entertain­
ing way," Fisher said. 

Tones of his preacher days emerge 
now and then when he's talking 
about the theater company. 

"I don't have a church," he said. "I 
have a group of people who love me 
and put up with me and trust me in 
that I know what I'm doing," he said. 
"I tell them constantly that our the­
ater is not about tnem. 
. "It's about the audience and what , 

we're trying to say. In fact, the time 
they spend in the productions and 
getting ready for the productions has 
to be fun or they're not doing it 
right." 

Fisher said he started with a 
group of people, most of whom had 
not done theater before. 

"I pushed and shoved, sometimes 
willingly and sometimes not," he 
said. 

"When they saw the production 
they had a blast. We had a group of 
people on stage who acted like a 
team and believed what they were 
doing was making a difference. 
They were stretched beyond what 
they thought they could do, but 
they excelled and they continued to 
amaze." 

Aside from his own theater com­
pany endeavor, Fisher hints that 
something is brewing on the 
Westland arts front iri general, 
maybe in the form of an arts coun­
cil. 

"We want to see an arts council 
in Westland," he said. "We want to 
see theater, art shows and art in the 
park. We want to take performing 
arts into the school." 

Noting that Westland is without 
a performing arts center, Fisher 
said, an arts council could changed 
Westland's image. 

"People will come to Westland in * 
order to be artistically stimulated," ; 
Fisher said. ; 

"Right now, I don't think we're 
telling young people, 'You are ere- '. 
ative and you just haven't discov­
ered it.'" 
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OUR VIEWS 

Rec program does 
right by residents 

The Friends of Frontier Park maybe grabbing all of the 
attention with their proposed $35 million recreation 
complex, but before we get too caught up in that heady 
dream, it would be nice to acknowledge what we have. 

If you haven't gotten a copy of the Parks and Recreation 
Department's newest recreation brochure, take ;time to 
get one and then take time to open it up and look inside. 

Spring, summer, winter and fall, there are special 
events, sports programs and ongoing classes that give 
youngsters and oldsters an opportunity to stretch their 
muscles and their minds at the Bailey Center and the city 
parks scattered around the city. 

Some events like Winter Fest have gone by the wayside 
because of the budget constraints, but tried-and-true 
favorites like the annual Summer Festival, Fishing Derby 
at Friendship Lake and "Magic Monday" Family Night at 
the Bailey Center pool are on tap for this summer. 

In addition to recreation, there's also special activities 
like adopting a planter outside the Bailey Center in honor 
of Earth Day or putting your hand over your heart and 
participating in the annual Flag Day ceremony on June 
14. 

Westland may not have the flashy recreation centers 
with the indoor pools and water slides, climbing wall and 
well-stocked fitness clubs, but that seems to have had lit­
tle effect on what the city has to offer to residents. And 
little touches here and there, like the fresh paint and car­
pet at the Bailey Center and park improvements, keep 
people coming back for more. 

Parks and Recreation Director Bob Kosowski and feis 
staff have done an admirable job of providing something 
for everyone. It's not easy in these lean times, but they 
have managed to be creative and clever in planning pro­
grams that meet the needs and wants of all residents -
young, old, able and disabled. 

Frontier Park may be a long way off, but for the now, we 
encourage residents to stop and take a look at what the 
city has to offer recreationally. That one look may intro­
duce you to your next great interest. 

Granholm right to 
honor commitment 

We're happy that Gov. Jennifer Granholm has decid­
ed to honor a promise made by her predecessor and 
award graduating seniors this year and next who quali­
fied for up to $500 in scholarships while in middle 
school. 
) After all the political name-call ing, it is the right 

thing to do. A commitment made on paper to citizens 
<§f the state by one governor must be honored, even by a 
governor of the other party. We are concerned that 
state record keeping is so poor that it took the governor 
a week to discover that parents had been informed that 
tneir children would receive a $500 scholarship. But 
all's well that ends well. 
; Though not a large amount of money, especially at a 

time of escalating college tuition and fees, $500 can be 
an important part of a student's total financing package. 
Students are also eligible for the $2,500 Merit Award if 
tfiey score well on their l l th-grade MEAP tests. 
\ At a time when the governor is encouraging more stu­

dents to receive postsecondary education, she should 
r|aye looked somewhere else to save money in the state's 
troubled budget (the cost is estimated at $9 million). 
| Granholm has said that education at all levels is the 

state's top priority. She's made a serious effort to push 
postsecondary education, a position bolstered by the 
findings of the Cherry Commission, a panel appointed 
by the governor and cfiaired by Lt. Gov. John Cherry. 

BThe commission conc luded tha t Michigan must 
increase the number of residents who .receive postsec­
ondary education to remain competitive with other 
sjtates in attracting high-tech businesses. 
\ I t was inconsistent for the governor to take away 

rfioney from students tha t would support that basic 
conclusion of the Cherry Commission. 
\ But Granholm's plan to change the awarding of the 

^terit Scholarship is a move in the right direction and 
consistent with support for serious students. Granholm 
{proposes replacing the $ 2 , 5 0 0 Mer i t Scholarship 
awarded upon graduation with a $4,000 grant for stu­
dents who have completed two years at a university, 
college or community college. 

We agree with the governor that this will encourage 
students to complete their education and we encourage 
the Legislature to seriously consider the idea. 
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Agrees with Pickering 
Council President Charles dickering, I for 

one have gained a tremendous amount of 
respect for you based on your stand regard­
ing the $35 million recreation! complex pro­
posed by the "Friends of Frontier Park." In 
addition, Jim Cook covered the situation we 
are facing in Westland in his article, "The 
wrong time" on March 24,2005. 

My feelings like others, let's get our 
education and city services up to par 
before we put money out to try to main­
tain a facility that most within Westland 
couldn't enjoy based on travel time. 

I feel that when the city is financially 
sound and able to provide routine police 
patrols within the northeast end of Westland 
to cope with parking on easements, wrong 
ways and over walkways plus restoring oth­
ers services that had to be cut back then we 
can talk about a big playground. 

Warren Allen 
Westland 

inq to cut costs 
President George W. Bush and Michigan 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm are urging more 
at-home care for Medicaid clients. I 
applaud these budget-cutting moves. 

About 5 percent of those in the state's nurs­
ing homes are improperly placed, according 
to Michigan Department of Community 
Health reports. They don't need 24-hour care 
at $3,000 to $4,000 per month. They can be 
happier in their own homes or an assisted 
setting at less than half that. 

But to qualify for long-term care under 
Medicaid, patients typically must enter a 
nursing home. It once cost Medicaid 
$4,200 monthly for 80-year-old Hester 
Woods to live in a nursing home. 

Now she lives in her own one-bedroom 
apartment in the American House 
Senior Living Residence in Hazel Park. It 
costs Medicaid $600 monthly for her 
meals and at-home care. Her Social 
Security covers her rent. 

Her recent move saves taxpayers 
$3,600 monthly, achieved when The . 
Area Agency on Aging 1-B and American 
House's Stephanie Donaldson utilized a 
MI Choice Medicaid Waiver Program. It 
lets patients receive Medicaid-cpvered 
services in their homes. 

American House Senior Living 
Residences are proud to play a role in 
this MI Choice program. David Schless, 
president of the American Seniors 
Housing Association in Washington, 
D.C., says, "American House and the 
Michigan MI Choice Medicaid waiver 
work extremely well for the residents, 
their families and the taxpayers alike." 

Robert W. Gillette 
vice president 

American House Senior Living Residences 

Rise above 
Jack Lessenberry's article ("Belle Isle 

Aquarium another sad chapter in city's 
history," March 6) about the closing of ' 
the Belle Isle Aquarium encapsulates the 
decline of the city in stark terms. 

When residents and businesses began 
to leave the city in droves during the lat­
ter decades of the 20th century, they 
probably gave little thought to what 

LETTERS 
would happen to the city's cultural attrac­
tions. The economic decline of the city 
has taken a severe toll on the ability of the 
city government to support the many fine 
facilities that used to define the city. 

We live in the midst of a region in 
which the affluent suburbs are relatively 
poor in cultural institutions. The impov­
erished city is stuck with paying the bill 
for the area's major cultural attractions. 

This condition has developed because our 
leaders have coniused two different concep­
tions of the city. A city can be conceptualized 
as a statutory entity, or as an organic entity. 
The organic city is the city of history. Cities 
developed originally as places where people 
could meet their needs for residence, com­
merce, and culture, all in easy proximity to 
each other. Organic cities provide places to 
live, to work, to shop, and to recreate. 

The city of Detroit once was an organic 
city but is no longer, because of the exten­
sive migrations that have weakened it. It 
is now a statutory city like the others. 
What we have succeeded in doing has 
been to assign the responsibility for main­
taining our most expensive institutions to 
the statutory entity least able to do so. 

We must recognize that the metropoli­
tan area?is our organic city. Leaders in 
government, commerce, and the arts 
must create ways for the many local sub­
divisions to provide resources to support 
our city's cultural institutions. This situa­
tion represents an opportunity for civic 
leadership to rise above the narrow inter­
ests that usually define our actions: 

Earl Newman 
Redford 

Not all were deserters 
Regarding Jack Lessenberry's article in the 

Sunday, March 6, paper, "Belle Isle Aquarium 
another sad chapter in city's history/' 

Mr. Lessenberry states that fewer peo­
ple have come because, "Whites deserted 
the city." I was raised in that area now 
called Woodbridge Historical Area. My 
parents stayed even after my brother was 
attacked on their front porch and 
stabbed with a sharpened screwdriver. 
After marriage and a child, in 1959, my 
husband and I moved to an apartment 
building on Commonwealth (in) an inte­
grated neighborhood. 

Our building had been built in the'20s , 
and there were 12 apartments. We were on 
the first floor feeing the street. Lovely 
French doors opened onto a poxch. There 
was a living room with a fireplace. The 
floors were hardwood, Two bedrooms, a 
large dining room, small kitchen with a 
dumbwaiter, bathroom and a million cock­
roaches after the lights were turned out. 

One day, a neighbor asked if I wanted 
to go to the basement with her and see 
our new stoves and refrigerators. This 
was news to me. We all got letters telling 
us to take down all drapes, curtains and 
window shades. 

The windows were to be puttied. We 
were told to remove all food stuff, they 
were going to fumigate. Next came 
notice that we would not have laundry . 
facilities for two weeks. New machines 
and dryers would be installed. We had 
never had dryers, we hung clothes in the . 
basement to dry. We were happy to com­
ply; it would all be worth it. 

But, before the stoves or refrigerators were, 
brought upstairs, we all got letters fromthe, 
owner of the building, a monsignor in the 
Catholic Church, telling us that he was turn­
ing his building into a ̂ >lack building" and 
that we were to move out as soon as possible. 
We left, but we were not deserters. ; 

Mr. Lessenberry makes a statement 
that, "There is plenty of money in the. 
suburbs." Not true, according to other, 
articles in the same paper. Then he goes 
on to say that most of the people who 
visit the aquarium live in the suburbs. 

In what part of the impoverished cen­
tral city does Mr. Lessenberry live?, 

Loretta Stringer 
Livonia 

Thou shalt not 
On March 2, the U.S. Supreme Court 

heard arguments on whether the Ten 
Commandments can be displayed on 
government property. The First 
Amendment to our Constitution requires 
a clear separation of church and state. 
The government must not endorse any 
particular religion, and it guarantees that 
every person can follow his/her religious 
beliefs, or no religious beliefs. 

That's why the United States has more 
religious freedom and diversity than any 
other nation on earth. It's something we 
should all cherish and protect. 

If the government posts a list of specif­
ic rules taught by Jewish and Christian 
religions, especially in a courthouse, it 
implies that the government intends to 
use those rules in making judgments. If 
you were a Hindu, or Buddhist, or 
Muslim, would you expect our courts to 
judge your case using Jewish laws? If you 
were a Christian, would you want the 
courts to follow Islamic laws? 

Many religious leaders - and The 
Interfaith Alliance representing many reli­
gions - have asked the Supreme Court to 
uphold the First Amendment and deny the 
display of religious teachings in govern­
ment buildings. We know our beliefs and 
we don't want or need the government to 
tell us which are the "right" beliefs. 

We've seen that happen in other coun­
tries and, frankly, we haven't been 
impressed with the results. 

Ron Heilner 
Oxford 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Westland Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Mi 48150 

Fax: 
(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
smason@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"I plan to be here for a long time. I've been in this situation before - it's all talk. We're in full production now. Nothing 

has been done now. These guys just came in with a presentation. I don't want people to think we're out of business." 
- Joe Barson of Barson's Greenhouses about a presentation,to city council about developing the site with storage units 

http://wwtv.hometowntife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:smason@oe.homecomm.net
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Phi! 

Power 

to bleed our 
I I ere we go again: Gov. Jennifer Granholm and 
fNi the Legislature agreed last week on mid-year 
* * spending cuts to erase a $380 million deficit 
in the state budget. State universities took a $25 . 
million hit, supposedly offset by a deal that gives 
higher education first dibs if tax revenue comes in 
above projections. (Don't hold your breath.) 

Sound familiar? It should. It's been the same 
sad story for years. State support for higher edu­
cation was once considered something society 
was just supposed to do; something that, in addi­
tion, benefited not only students and their fami-, 
lies but the citizens and the economy of the entire 
state. Now, however, it has evolved, or degenerat­

ed, into a system of private user 
fees, accompanied by a gradual 
deterioration of what used to be 
one of Michigan's most wonder­
ful assets. 

Thirty years ago, state appropri­
ations covered roughly 75 percent, 
of the operating revenues of 
Michigan public universities. 
Today the proportions are nearly 
reversed, with tuition and fees 
accounting for a bit more than 60 
percent. Think about this: « 
Michigan now spends more on 
warehousing felons in our prison 

system than in educating our young people at college. 
Talk about misplaced priorities! Unless, of 

course, we want to be known more for the size of 
our prisons than the quality of ourework force. 

Frankly, for a state whose economic base in -
brawn-based manufacturing is evaporating 
before our eyes, the policies we are following are 
nuts. And this trend is a road sign on the route to 
economic disaster. 

If we are to have a future, the health of our 
great universities is paramount. If we are going to 
maintain our historic base in auto-related manu­
facturing, it will be only by keeping research, 
engineering and upper management functions in 
Michigan — precisely those activities that require 
university degrees. It is perfectly clear that the 
agile manufacturing techniques of the future will 
require a college-educated work force. 

And if we have any hope of generating a diversi­
fied economy — life sciences, homeland security, 
information technology, whatever — we must 
attract highly educated entrepreneurs who can 
translate the discoveries of university research labs 
into the reality of high-tech startup companies. 

But you don't get there by inflicting on your best 
schools the slow death of a thousand cuts. 
Michigan for years has had a state budget that is 
chronically and structurally unbalanced by more 
than $1 billion each year. This has been aggravated 
further by the bad economy of the past few years. 

What to do? The obvious remedy is to conclu­
sively address the core of the problem, the struc­
tural budget deficit. My own preference would be 

to radically reduce business taxes and at the same 
time broaden the state sales tax to include servic­
es and at the same time reduce the rate. 

A general sales tax pegged at 5 percent, for 
example, would nearly wipe out the structural 
deficit, while also aligning our tax system with 
the increased service base of our econoiny. 

Frankly, I doubt if the occupants of our politi­
cal system have either the guts or the farsighted­
ness to adopt such a step. 

Instead, the politicians have been relying for 
years on a policy that can only be described as 
remorseless incrementalism, in which the 
Legislature and governor make numerous little 
cuts, year after year, throughout the entire state 
budget. The result? Overall priorities are seldom 
respected and the most important things in our 
state's future — our great universities, for exam­
ple — are subject to death by slow bleeding. 

They are doing that, of course, because they 
think it is the best course politically for them. 
Intellectually, the only way you can rationally jus­
tify such an approach is to argue that Michigan is 
merely experiencing a cyclical decline in our 
economy, and everything will turn around if we 
just hold out for a while longer. That argument 
made sense in 1955. 

Sadly, there is no evidence that it is true in 
2005. Our real economic problems are deeper, 
caused by fundamental changes in technology 
and overall economic conditions, not mere oscil­
lations in the business cycle. 

All this has produced the worst of all possible 
outcomes for our state universities. 
Simultaneously, they face budget cuts year after 
year; they are prohibited from managing their 
income by arbitrary caps placed on tuition 
increases; and they are asked by the Cherry 
Commission and others to double their output of 
graduates during the next decade. ' 

As my old philosophy professor used to say, 
these are "mutually exclusive and jointly exhaus­
tive." As for the future — readers might remem­
ber the old story about the frog in the pot of cold 
water on the stove. You put a frog in the pot and 
you slowly turn up the heat, a degree or two at a 
time. Supposedly, the frog will sit quietly until, 
yep, he's poached. 

Based on the way we are going, the combined 
effect of our present policies will leave our signa­
ture universities well and truly poached. As the 
governor and Legislature consider this, they 
might also investigate how much it will cost to 
repair our universities once we discover our 
goose is, well, cooked. What is clear is that the 
costs, and the grief, will be far higher than doing 
the right thing now would be. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this.newspaper. He would be pieased to get your 
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppow-
er@homecomm.net. 
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Pan 

Godchaux 

Everyone struggles with the cost of health 
care. In 2004, General Motors estimated 
that the cost of each of its vehicles 

included $1,400 to cover the cost of health 
care for its employees. The cost of health care 
has the Big Three automakers looking to 
Congress for relief. But it is not only the big 
guys that feel these costs. 

Every business that supports its workers 
with health care benefits has been forced in 
recent years to re-examine its commitment to 

this benefit. N 
Our public agencies are 

not immune to these health 
care costs. As Gov. 
Granholm and our state 
Legislature budget for next 
year, they are discovering 
the increase they had 
planned for our public 
school students may be -
eaten up by increased 
health care and retirement 
costs. 

We hear General Motors, 
Ford and DaimlerChrysler 

point to health care costs as cutting into 
their competitive edge with foreign manu­
facturers. 

Higher health costs for our schools mean 
less resources for student learning, which 
cuts into our students' abilities to compete in 
that same international arena. 

You might say, "If business has to cope with 
these costs, so should public schools." Our 
schools are dealing with health care costs in 
much the same way the Big Three have. The 
difference is, they have traveled to Lansing to 
ask the state Legislature rather than to 
Washington D.C. to ask Congress. * 

So what is the state Legislature doing 
about this? The Michigan Senate is in the 
process of gathering the facts of current 
employee health care to determine if our 
schools could save money by pooling all 
school employees in a statewide program. 
Each district would then negotiate with its 

«,•-« So what is the state Legislature doing 
about this? The Michigan Senate is in the 
process of gathering the facts of current 
employee health care to determine if our 
schools could save money by pooling all 
school employees in a statewide program. 
Each district would then negotiate with 
its unions from a common menu of 

bills in the Senate ready to use if this 
option can be 

unions from a common menu of options. ; 
There are a couple of placeholder bills in the; 
Senate ready to use if this option can be 
worked out. " 

Much work has to be done to bring all the , 
stakeholders together. .> 

But one thing is certain, if we are to solve.,, 
the problem of the high cost of health care to; 
doing business, whether that is making cars r , 
or educating our children, the public and pri­
vate sectors must do it together. 

In the end, the cost of health is paid for by ' 
the revenues created by our collective work."'' 
If an individual does not have access to the 
health care system through insurance, • , 
whether that is private or public, the result is, 
poor health and we all pay for that. 

Pan Godchaux is a member of the Oakland Schools > • 
Board of Education, but her comments here are her '. 
own and not those of the board. 
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TOSHIBA 

Toshiba 42" HD Monitor Plasma 
• Pixel Pure Proprietary Digital Video ProcessitiG 
• 72QP True Panel Resolution • HDMi Input 
• Universal Remote 

HLBIH33 

Toshiba DVD/VCR Combination 
»Progressive Scan DVD - 4- Head HI Fi 
Stereo VCR 

#SDV392 

Toshiba 52" HDTV 0LP Projection TV 
• Toshiba Pixel Pure Digital Video Processing 
• Advanced Light DLP Engine 
• HDMI Input • Component input 
• Also Available In 62" & 46" Screen Sizes #52HM84 

KifchenAid 
REWARD YOUR 

i « m t I U I 

^r ^M 

RECEIVE GIFTS FROM 
THE KITCHENAID9 

CULINARY COLLECTION 
PURCHASE A RECEIVE... 1 1 -Piece Kt'tchenAid® Cookware Set and 

by •moil 9-Piece KitchenAicT Bakeware Set 

PURCHASE 3 RECEIVE... 11 _PieCe KitchenAid® Cookware Set ' 
by moil 

PURCHASE 2 RECEIVE... 5-Piece KifchenAid®Cookware Set 
by mail 

Portable DVD Player 
• 5" LCD Display 
• Complete With AC-DC 

Cords- Headphones 
& Rechargeable Battel 

#TFDV05000 

WALTER'S PRICE 

$119" 

\ 2.-*# 

GE Over The Range 
Microwave 
•1.4CuFt 
• 950 Watts 
• Turntable 
• Full View Cooktop 

Lighting 
#JVM1430 

$199 

Magic Chef 

WALTER'S PR1GE 

$2199 

Magic Chef Range 
• Your Choice Gas or Electric 
#CER1115AAH/CPR1100ADW 

H O M E A P P L I A N C E S 
w.waftershomeappfiance.cqm 

"What You're 
Looking For In An 
Appliance Store" 

BRIGHTON: CANTON: LIVONIA: 
8180 W. Grand River 39915 Michigan Ave. 34224 Plymouth 
•1/4 Mile N. of I-96 1/4 Mile E.of I-275 1/2 Mile W. of Farminglon Rrl. 
(810)229-5000 (734)728-9600 (734)427-7310 

CHARGE IT imtKrimia 
AT WALTER'S «"*" 

6 M 0 . DEFERRED FINANCING AVAILABLE' 

* Offer valid on select models and brands subject to credit approvai byGE Capital (GECAF) The annual percentage (APR) may vary from month to month. The ciirreniAPR as of 1/1/04 is 22.99% (corresponding, monthly periodic rate is 1.91%). Minimum monthly finance charge is 5n.fi if 
not paid in full as per above finance charges will ho assessed from dale of purchase. Some credit promotions are sponsored by the manufacturer. Terms and condilipnsare established by the manufacturer. Some promotions accrue interest from the time of purchase and others 

. . deferring interest. See store tor complete details. 

S«tfl™"5T f lY™Y BRIGHTON, CANTON, LIVONIA STORES OPEN DAILY 10AiVf-8:30PIVI • BRIGHTON & LiVONIA STORES OPEN SUNDAY 12PIVl-5PiV! WLT3110.05 

'Subscribe to the Observer — call (866) 88-PAPER 
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mayoral campaign 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

Freman Hendrix brought his 
campaign for mayor of Detroit 
to the suburbs Monday, saying 
Detroit can't solve its problems 
on its own and needs a leader 
who brings "experience, 
integrity and reality" to the 
position. 

Hendrix, 54, chief of staff 
and deputy mayor for former 
Mayor Dennis Archer, met 
with HomeTown 
Communications editors in 
Livonia. 

Hendrix is running against 
incumbent first-term Mayor 
Kwame Kilpatrick and Detroit 
City Councilwoman Sharon 
McPhail. 

"The image of the city affects 
the entire region. What hap­
pens in the city affects you," 
Hendrix said. 

Using Archer as his model, 
Hendrix said his former boss 
was "an inspiration" to thou­
sands of people. 

"He brought money and con­
fidence to a city that we didn't 

have before," Hendrix said. 
Archer reached out to other 

parts of the state, Hendrix 
said, and it paid off by human­
izing the city's mayor and the 
city itself. 

"It starts to change the dis­
cussion and how their (out-
state) politicians campaign 
when it comes to the city of 
Detroit," Hendrix said. 

This bridge building makes 
it harder for the opposition to 
rail against the city of Detroit, 
he said. 

In his campaign Web site, 
www.fremanhendrix.com, 
Hendrix acknowledges that 
despite some pleasant residen­
tial areas such as the Boston 
Edison neighborhood, the 
image of the city is one of 
crime, deterioration and neg­
lect. But, he said, some sub­
urbs are beginning to experi­
ence their own similar prob­
lems. 

"As the suburbs grow more 
brown and more black, the 
close suburbs are aging. The 
Southfields, Royal Oaks, 
Redfords and Dearborns have 

more in common with the city. 
It's aging vs. development," he 
said. 

Detroit and its near suburbs 
need to work together to slow 
urban sprawl. Hendrix said a 
key component is the develop­
ment of a regional mass transit 
system. 

FAVORS LIGHT RAIL 
"Transportation has been the 

bane of our region. I won't 
even talk about Toronto, 
Washington or New York. But 
we are at the bottom of every 
major urban area," he said. 
"The politics of race, party, 
suburbs vs. city. Everyone 
bears some of the blame." 

Hendrix said he supports 
development of light rail lines 
and said he is interested in 
Ferndale's plan to begin its 
own mile of rail. He said he 
would be willing to match 
them "mile for mile." 

But crime, not transporta­
tion, is Hendrix's "No. 1 issue 
for obvious reasons." 

"If we can't have a safe city 
people won't come to live and 

Hendrix 

work here," he said. 
He was critical of Kilpatrick 

for increasing staffing at the 
precincts at the expense of cut­
ting specialty units dealing 
with gangs and drugs, which 
Hendrix said were more effec­
tive in dealing with the most 
serious crime problems. 

On his Web site, Hendrix 
advocates a closer working 
relationship between the police 
department and neighborhood 

organizations. He also advo­
cates a "zero tolerance" pro­
gram similar to those in 
Boston, New York and Los 
Angeles. 

The Web site says, "The 
principle behind 'zero toler­
ance' ... is the idea that by 
cracking down on the minor 
crimes, you can prevent the 
major ones." 

In addition to crime, the 
city's other major problem is a 
pending financial crisis. 
Hendrix said the city faces the 
real threat of bankruptcy. He 
said the threat of going into 
receivership might be a lever 
for dealing with the city's 
unions in next year's negotia­
tions. >V0--O • • 

Hendrix supports a return to 
"zero-based" budgeting rather 
than across the board budget 
cuts. He also advocates sharply 
reducing the number of city 
departments and reducing the 
number of management posi­
tions. 

PARTNERSHIPS 
He said Archer's demeanor 

was helpful in attracting 
investment to \he city. He 
said he would also seeks 
more "private-public'' part­
nerships with business and 
private foundations>He said 
Archer had a fuH-tim^ foun­
dation liaison and he will 
also. 

Hendrix acknowledges that 
he has less name recognition 
than Kilpatrickor McPhail, 
who has previousjy run 
countywide for prosecutor 
and county executive. But, he 
said, he wants to be the 
"grown-up" in the campaign, 

"I don't know if there's a can­
didate who brings the experi­
ence I can hottg to the job," he -
said- ^Kwa^^dne to office 
with a steep learning curve and 
it's evident in the way the city 
is being run." 

Hendrix said he's had a lot of 
success as a campaign manag­
er, having managed Archer's 
campaigns and Bill Clinton's 
Michigan campaign. 

hgailacjherdoe homecomm net 
(734) 953-2149 

BY LiNDA ANN CKOMItt 
STAFF WRITER 

Bruce Konowalow expects 
La Balade Bodelaise, the 
April 2 fund-raising dinner 
for students in the Brigade 
program at Schoolcraft 
College, to be an educational 
as well as sensual experience. 
Guests will not only be treat­
ed to a six-course dinner, but 
savor Bordeaux wines from 
the 1980s. Certified 
Executive Chef Marcus 
Haight and post-graduate 
students from the Brigade 
program are preparing dish­
es from two- and three-star 
French restaurants to com­
plement the 6l-different bot­
tles of wine. 

Elie Boudt, owner of Elie 
Wine Company in Royal Oak, 

along with a few of his friends, 
is donating the wine. Elie Wine 
specializes in French wines and 
is one of the largest purveyors 
of French wines in the country. 
Boudt will be at the dinner to 
speak "to what Bordeaux 
means and what the 1980s 
means to Bordeaux." 

Not only will the dinner pro­
vide an education in Bordeaux 
wines but the money raised 
will allow Brigade students to 
go to Paris to learn firsthand 
about two- and three-star 
restaurants and the way food is 
prepared in France. 

Tickets prices for the April 2 
dinner at the American 
Harvest Restaurant at 
Schoolcraft College vary 
between $150 and $250 
depending on the wines served. 
To order tickets, call (734) 462-
4400, Ext. 5507. 

eUBLf G A R A G E S 
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Concrete Floor • Garage Doors 
Also Available: Kites•Bathrooms • Recreation Rooms 
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Visit us 
online @ 

www.millergarage.com 

ANY COMPLETE, E 
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KITCHEN 
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coupon only. Coupon may not be combined 
with any other offer. Expires 12/31/05. 

FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE CALL 

NO MONEY DOWN«BANK FINANCING • COMPLETELY LICENSED & INSURED 
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Our- Product is 
So Good...We Give a 

Lifetime Warranty 

Don't Pay Home Improvement Sales Commissions... 

No payment until the job is complete. 
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• Windows • Siding • Doors 
Cal l you* friendly neighborhood gu t te rman 

7506 N. Kix • West land 
M A S T E R SPAS®' American Saunas, 

Midwest Pools, Gazebo W o r k s , Santas & Mora 
Leisure Time, Patio Rooms Inc., Allstate Billiards & Patio OAKLAND UNIVERSITY 
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