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proposal could threaten city programs 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland could lose $1.2 million a year -
money for senior citizen services, a youth-help 
program, low-income housing repairs and fire­
fighter equipment - under a new plan by 
President Geprge W. Bush. 

The city could even be forced to close the 
Dorsey Community Center - a facility that pro­
vides emergency food, after-school programs, a 
community police office and other services in 
the heart of Westland's low-income Norwayne 
neighborhood, officials said. 

The grim scenario came from Westland 
Housing Director James Gilbert, amid Bush's 
proposal to slash Community Development 
Block Grant dollars, realign certain programs 
and shift them to the U.S. Commerce 
Department. 

"We've fixed a lot of roads (with CDBG 
money)," Gilbert said. "We've installed a lot of 
sewers." 

Westland for 30 years has participated in 
CDBG-funded programs that could be eliminat­
ed or dramatically scaled back under Bush's 
plan. City officials are encouraging residents to 
contact their federal lawmakers, such as U.S. 

Reps. Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia, and Joe 
Knollenberg, R-Birmingham, to voice opposi­
tion to the changes. 

The $1.2 million that Westland receives each 
year for CDBG programs accounts for one-third 
of the city's budget for senior citizen programs 
and 25-30 percent of the money available for 
Youth Assistance, which provides services to 
help troubled youngsters. 

City officials worry that they couldn't pay for 
such programs, if the plan is carried out. 

"It is alarming that it's even being discussed," 
Westland City Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
said last week, during a council session. 

A majority of U.S. senators already have 
signed a petition opposing Bush's plan - an 
indication of possible trouble for what Gilbert 
called a "radical proposal." 

U.S. Sens. Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow -
both Democrats - already have signed letters 
opposing the changes, said Westland Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli. 

Westland has the third-largest housing com­
mission in Wayne County, Gilbert said, and 
efforts to improve low-income homes and keep 
them livable could be threatened, officials said. 

It wasn't clear last week when the issue might 
ultimately be resolved. 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER ] STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Hank Sdonik reads the newspaper under the smiling face of Gomer Pyle as he waits for his breakfast at Mayberry's. 

BY SUE BUCK 

STAFF WRITER 

You won't find Gomer Pyle at Mayberry's 
Family Restaurant, but you will find food good 
enough for Aunt Bee's nod of approval. 

When the restaurant opened in 1991, cus­
tomers could smell the home town cooking. 

It wasn't Aunt Bee serving up the grub, but 
Mark Katinsky of 
Westland, the owner of 
the unique establishment 

. , « located on Grand River in 

serves its meals FT inst^HiUs, 
Fans of the Andy 

Griffith TV show, which is 
as popular in reruns today 
•as;'!t ?Aras decades ago, 
were particularly drawn to 
the restaurant. 

Because Katinsky 
opened his new restaurant during Operation 
Desert Storm —wartime — he looked for 
"homey" names that conjured up images of 
America, patriotism and apple pie. 

Custbmers kept the Mayberry questions 

'Mayberry' 

Westland resident Mark Katinsky, owner of Mayberry's Family 
Restaurant, keeps the Mayberry tradition alive at his restaurant 
by displaying images and tapes of the classic television show. 

flowing when they ordered food. 
They asked questions like: "Is that Aunt Bee's 

apple pie?" and "Is that an Opie Burger?" 
Katinsky keeps the memories alive. 
"We rur* Mayberry reruns on the TVs," 

Katinsky said. 
The restaurant has a variety of Mayberry col­

lectibles. 
"Customers bring things in for us," Katinsky 

said. "A customer, a truck driver, who was out 
in Tennessee, brought me a Mayberry's cook­
book." 

James Kitts from Kitts Industrial Tools in 
Farmington Hills, brought in a metal sign bear­
ing a Barney Fife photo, Katinsky said. Fife was 
a character in the show. 

Katinsky took some photos from the show to 

PLEASE SEE MAYBERRY, A4 

Frontier Park group 
to push for tax vote 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A citizens group lobbying for 
a huge sports complex near 
Central City Park will push for a 
November tax proposal to pay 
for the project. 

Citizens for Frontier Park 
(CFP) Chairman Mark 
Rodriguez voiced hope that the 
Westland City Council will 
decide to place a tax question on 
the Nov. 8 election ballot. 

In the same year that a major­
ity of council members face re­
election, five of seven members 
would have to vote to place the 
issue on the ballot. 

Another alternative would be 
for Frontier Park proponents to 
initiate a petition drive and col­
lect more than 2,000 signatures 
from registered voters to force a 
ballot proposal. 

Frontier Park leaders have 

suggested a possible 1-mill tax 
proposal that would cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home 
about $50 a year, according to 
city administration officials. 

With a Frontier Park price tag 
of $35 million or higher, some 
city officials have said the ballot 
proposal would likely need to be 
more than 1 mill. 

CFP leaders envision a 60-
acre proposal that would 
include three soccer fields, 
including one indoor facility; 
eight baseball fields; two sheets 
of ice for hockey and figure-
skating; an indoor, competition-
size pool; two additional basket­
ball courts at the Bailey Center; 
walking trails and ponds; and a 
special-needs playing field, 
among other features. 

The group touted its plan 
Wednesday evening during a 

PLEASE SEE FRONTIER, A4 

Campaign aims to buy 
thermal imaging cameras 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland Jaycees - a group of 
young adult leaders - will lead 
an ambitious campaign to raise 
$70,000 for special cameras 
that city firefighters will use to 
save lives and protect property. 

The Jaycees will try to raise 
the money to buy five heat-
sensing cameras - called ther­
mal imagers - that help fire­
fighters locate people and find • 
hidden flames in walls, attics' 
and other places. 

"People in a burning building 
will show up on this camera," 
Fire Chief Michael Reddy said. 
"These cameras scan a room 
and find bodies that are giving 
offheat People can be seen 
through all the smoke and 
darkness, and firefighters know 
where to go to rescue those 
folks." 

The thermal imagers also can 
help local authorities find miss­
ing people. 

"If someone gets lost in the 
woods, these cameras will pick 
up their body heat," Reddy said. 

The technology dpesn'tcome 
cheap. Each camera costs as 
much as $14,000, he said. 

' Westland Jaycees will try to 
raise enough money to buy one 
thermal imager a/year during 
the next five years. However, 
Wendy Taylor - the group's vice 
president of community devel­
opment - said its possible the 
project may reap faster results. 

"Personally; rd like to see us 
get them all this year, if we can," 
she said. 

Jaycees and firefighters offi­
cially launched the project 
Wednesday during a campaign 
kickdff at Marvaso's Italian 
Grille in Westland. .. 

"These thermal imagers are 
unbelievable. They not only 
save lives, but they can save 
property and save our firemen," 
Taylor said. 

The cameras work by detect­
ing heat sources - a body, hid­
den flames - in burning struc­
tures where seconds can mean 
the difference in survival or 
death. 

PLEASE SEE CAMERAS, A4 
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A bridge between generations 
PCA program matches students with seniors 

BY NANCY DEUTSCH 

CORRESPONDENT 

Like many other teenagers, 
17-year-old Eric Immerfall of 
Plymouth doesn't spend 
much time with older people. 
So when his senior class at 
Plymouth Christian Academy 
took part in 'Seniors Then 
and Now1" a project pairing 
students with senior citizens 
at a nursing home - Eric was 
a bit nervous. He wasn't sure 
what he and the senior that 
he would be paired with 
would have to talk about. The 
person might even be senile, 
he thought. 

He was aware of the pro­
gram, though. Last year, 
when a few juniors were 
asked to participate to help 
out, Eric was paired with a 
woman in her 90s, who he 
found to be quite coherent, 
but also very lonely. 

"Her family never visited 
anymore and she wanted to 
die," he recalled. 

This year, he was paired 
with 91-year-old Don 
Donaldson. But all Eric's 
fears vanished once he and 
Donaldson met. They hit it 
off, something that was 
apparent at the Seniors Then 
and Now party, held recently 
at Plymouth Christian 
Academy (PCA). 

"We talk about everything," 
Donaldson enthused. "Why 
he picked this school, about 
his family, and where he's 
going after graduation. I'm 
really impressed with him." 

Eric says the project, which 
started last year, has been an 
eye-opener. 

"I think it's awesome. It 
brings awareness that they're 
real people," he said. "They're 
not out of it and they realize 
that we care about them." 

One thing he has found is 
that seniors usually don't 
have any problem coming up 
with topics for discussion. 

"They have lots of stories 
and love to talk," he noted. 

Heather Shamie, 17) of 
Canton, who also participat­
ed, agreed. 

"I expected it to be awk­
ward and for us not to relate 
to each other. It's been won­
derful," she said. 

Heather was paired with 
Gerry Jacoby, 76, who has 
suffered through a traumatic 
year. Her husband died six 
months ago. Heather has 
enjoyed listening to Jacoby's 
stories about her husband 
and their life together. 

i n #.r 

PHOTOS BY AMANDA YU 

Amanda Stater models an outfit during the 'Then and Now' fashion show at 
the PCA Seniors party last week at PCA. Jenna Nil!, Parker Welling and 
Kristen Macauley (in rear from left) also participated. 

Marge Winebrener and Plymouth Christian Academy senior Jared Stothers 
enjoy each other's company during the Seniors 'Then and Now'party at 
PCA. 

"She's such a good example 
of true love. Alot of time we 
don't get to see true love. It's 
inspirational" Heather said. 

Both Heather and Eric 
hope to keep in touch with 
their senior citizen friends. 

"She has really impacted 
my life," Heather said of 
Jacoby. 

John Zylka, director of 
advancement for PCA, came 
up with the idea for the proj­
ect last year when his daugh­

ter was a senior at the school. 
While there were many 
events for her to attend, such 
as homecoming, he realized 
that every event was "all 
about the kid." 

Being a Christian, "we 
know it's better to give than 
to receive" so Zylka prayed, 
and came up with the idea of 
doing something with the 
elderly. He felt his prayers 
were answered the next day 
when he mentioned his plan 

to someone he knew, whose 
husband just happened to 
work at Presbyterian Village 
in Westland. From that 
point, it was just a matter of 
working out the details. 

Participation is voluntary, 
but all 53 seniors at the 
school have chosen to take 
part, Zylka said. The same 
was true of last year's stu­
dents. 

The school arranged two 
visits to see the senior citi­
zens in February, and many 
students made at least one 
other visit on their own, he 
said. As he did last year, 
Zylka arranged an elaborate 
party for the end of the proj­
ect, using donated funds. 
Last year he solicited funds 
from a variety of sources, but 
this year one anonymous 
donor came forth, and . 
offered to pay for the party, 
which costs about $10,000. 

Expenses are not spared, 
Zylka said. 

"It's like a wedding," he 
said. 

The party that took place 
Feb. 26 was lavish. There was 
a red carpet rolled out to wel­
come the seniors, the Bill 
Cairo band played old time 
tunes, there was Good 
Humor ice cream and retro 
candy, plus a dinner served 
on china. The senior citizens 
were bussed in, and each sat 
with their student. They all 
came dressed to the nines. 

Jacoby was happy to come 
to the party for the second 
year in a row. 

"I couldn't wait to come," 
she said. "It's wonderful to 
see young faces when you live / 
in a place like that." 

When senior citizens living 
in the Plymouth area heard 
about the party last year, they 
wanted to come too, Zylka 
said, so he quickly arranged a 
second party held the after­
noon after the dinner^ which 
is open to the public. Brunch 
is served, albeit on plastic, 
but the event has become 
popular, he noted. About 200 
people attended the Feb. 27 
event; Zylka hopes Seniors 
Then and Now will continue 
for years to come. 

Jacoby hopes to keep in 
touch with the students she 
has met to date. She still 
hears from her student part­
ner of last year, Andrew 
Losen of Belleville. 

"He has kept in touch," she 
said. Recently he even 
"picked me up and took me 
to Big Boy." 
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Schools seek input on 
demographic changes 

The Livonia Public Schools 
Demographics Committee is 
considering changing the dis­
trict's grade level configuration, 
altering school attendance bor­
ders, and possibly closing more 
schools, all to improve its mis­
sion - educating students. 

Made up of administrators, 
teachers, students, support 
staff, community members and 
school kbarcf trustees, the com­
mittee was established to 
achieve two specific goals. 

According to Supt. Randy 
Liepa, demographics commit­
tee members are charged to 
look at educational heeds 
throughout the district, and to 
find the most efficient ways of 
achieving those needs which 
support student learning. 

After several months, the 
committee has now set out to 
speak with PTA and communi­
ty groups regarding future 
plans in the district. 

Changes could be made to 
any of the following: 

• The configuration of 
grades in the schools - which 
currently places grades K-6 in 
elementary schools, grades 7 

and 8 in middle schools and 
grades 9-12 in high schools. -

• School attendance bor- \ 
ders. 

• Cost effective use of 
resources in the district. 

• School building uses and : 
location. 

• Student population. 
"We are a changing district," ; 

said Ken McMullen, narrating 
an informational video detail­
ing the project.. "What if any­
thing could we do to be more 
fiscally responsible?" 

No decisions have been 
made yet, but the district has 
posed a challenge for its com- . 
munity members to speak up. -
Here's what they want to know: 

• What do you want the 
Demographics Committee to 
think about? 

• Why is this important to 
you? 

"We're looking for feedback 
as we move forward," Liepa 
said. 

Contact Livonia Public 
Schools at (734) 744-2500 or 
online at 
http://www.livonia.kl2.mi.us/. . 

By Stephanie A. Casola 

PLACES AND FACES 

Historic fashions 
Local historians will sponsor 

an "old-time" fashion show and 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, to raise 
money to help repair the city's 
historic Octagon House. 

The cost is $12 per person. 
The event will be held at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
behind City Hall on Ford Road. 
The show will be held in memo­
ry of the late Howard Becker, 
who was a supporter of the 
Octagon House. 

For more information or to 
inquire about tickets, call (734) 
729-1605, (734) 522-3918 or 
(734) 729-2953.' 

St. Patty's Party 
The fun for seniors continues 

at the Village of Westland 
which is holding a Day after St. 
Patty's Party. The party begins 
at 1 p.m. and includes Irish 
entertainment and refresh­
ments. Reservations are neces­
sary and must be made by 
Tuesday, March 15. Call (734) 
762-8926. 

Mom to Mom sale 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church 

will hold its first annual Mom 
to Mom sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April $, at the church, 
32500 Palmer Road, Westland. 
Used infant and children's 
items will be for sale. 

There also will be a raffle and 
food will be available. 

Admission is $1 for adults 
and children free when accom­
panied by a parent. 

Youth help 
Westland Youth Assistance is 

inviting its supporters to attend 
a fund-raiser 4-9 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 16, at 
Johnny Carino's Italian restau­
rant on Warren Road, between 
Wayne and Newburgh. 

Food servers will donate their 
tips to the program, and dona­

tions will be accepted from din­
ers, Director Ronaele Bowman 
said. 

The program provides men­
tors and a variety of services to 
youngsters who are improving' 
their lives after getting into >, 
trouble. . - ;s' 

For more information, call , 
. (734) 467-7904. 

Blood drive 
Wayne Memorial High 

School, 3001 Fourth Street, 
Wayne will host its annual Red 
Cross blood drive 7:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 22, 
in the gymnasium of the school, 
3001 Fourth St., Wayne. The 
blood drive is open to the pub­
lic and no appointment is nec­
essary. Blood donors must be [' 
17 years old or older and weigS 
more than 110 pounds. Piercuig 
is acceptable, if it was done at a 
place that uses sterile needles 
or studs. Tattoos requires a 12- • 
month waiting period. 

For more information, call . 
Vickie Lewis at (734) 419-2204. 

Poker Tournament 
The Westland Jaycees is 

sponsoring a Texas Holde'm 
Tournament and Vegas Night 
Saturday, April 16, at the Bailey 
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford. 

The tournament starts 
promptly at 6 p.m. and runs 
until 11 p.m. Pre-register by 
mail by April 1 for $40. Send 
your name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address to 
the Westland Jaycees, P.O. Box 
85191, Westland, MI 48185. 
Register at the door for $50, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. There 
will be no rebuy-ins during the 
tournament. 

The Vegas Night will open at 
7 p.m. and include blackjack, 
Let It Ride, Holdem and seven-
card poker. Food, beer and pop ' 
also will be available. 

For more information, call 
(734) 228-0400 or by e-mail at 

•• wlholdem@yahoo.com. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

Pursuant to state law a sale will be held at: Secured Self Storage, • 
6855 Yale, Westland, MI, March 26 & 1:00 P.M. 
#258 Michael Kidd, #1304 Cole Goolsby, #207 Crystal Shaw, #344 
Tersa Leedle, #222 William Bezverkov, #1318 Edward Hintz, #625 
Tiffany Ahmad, #1320 Lori Comirii, #714 Adam Dushary, #824 
Bernard Gordon. Units contain: misc. household items. 

Publish: March 13 & 17,2005 
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describes St. Mary Mercy as 'elite hospital' 
BY DAN WEST 

STAFF WRITER 

Two national honors, increasing 
patient numbers and constant 
equipment upgrades are the latest 
feats for St. Mary Mercy Hospital as 
it continues its evolution from com­
munity facility into top-notch 
regional hospital. 

"St. Mary Mercy cares for patients 
everyday with serious complica­
tions," said Julie Sproul, vice presi­
dent of marketing and public rela­
tions. "Now, to have a third-parly, 
independent, national organization 
rate our care as one of the best, 
compared to hospitals across the 
country, speaks to the quality of the 
care our patients receive right here, 
close'to home." 

The 304-bed Livonia facility 
received the Distinguished Hospital 
Award for Clinical Excellence and 
Distinguished Award for Patient 
Safety, according to the 
HealthGrades, a Denver medical 
analysis and consulting company 
which examines years of data from 
4,890 hospitals across the country. 

St. Mary Mercy Hospital was one 
of 30 U.S. hospitals to collect both 
honors, and one of two in Michigan, 
along with Dearborn's Oakwood 
Hospital. The hospital staff and 
community leaders will gather 
today, March 10, to celebrate the 
national accolades. 

"St. Mary is truly an elite hospital 
in terms of clinical outcomes," said 

TOM HOFFMEYER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Dr. Michael Branger and clinical nurse specialist Shirley Grahek go over a chart at St. Mary Mercy Hospital. 

Todd Van Fossen, a consultant at 
HealthGrades. "Hospitals on this 
list have a distinguishable higher 
rate of patient survival when it 
comes to those hospitals not on the 
list." 

HealthGrades analyzed treatment 
of 28 medical procedures and diag­

noses, including stroke, heart attack 
and pneumonia. St. Mary Mercy 
was among the top 5 percent in the 
nation based on low rates of compli­
cations and mortality, earning the 
award for clinical excellence. 

The hospital was among the top 2 
percent in the nation in patient 

safety and low rates of medical 
errors, garnering the award for 
patient safety. 

"We're looking for hospitals who 
perform at a high level," Van Fossen 
said. "We use their examples to con­
sult other hospitals to help them 
improve their care and services." 

The recent honors are a culmina­
tion of numerous management- and 
care-improvement initiatives at St. 
Mary Mercy, said hospital president 
and CEO David Spivey. Those initia­
tives were fueled by analysis of each 
step of a patient's treatment at the 
hospital. 

For example, he noted the hospi­
tal's effort to improve care for stroke 
patients in 2001. To diagnose such 
patients and direct them to treat­
ment as soon as possible, St. Mary's 
engaged in a comprehensive pro­
gram that coordinated numerous 
hospital departments - from the 
emergency room, to the radiology 
staff, to the pharmacy. 

"That was a great example of how 
we all came together to improve 
care for our patients," Spivey said, 
"We're all engaged in working 
together as a team, and that team­
work mentality is improving our 
patient care." 

Recently, the hospital enhanced 
treatment for cardiac and cancer 
patients and added magnetic reso­
nance imaging (MRI) equipment. 

In 2004, the hospital treated 
42,126 emergency room patients,* 
conducted 9,088 surgeries, tended 
to 151,554 outpatient treatments 
and 13,306 were admitted for inpa­
tient care. Most patients come from 
Livonia, Westland, Northville, Novi, 
Plymouth, Canton, Redford, 
Farmington and Farmington Hills. 

dwest@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2109 

in fire 
A short circuit in a bathroom fan is being 

blamed for a fire last Sunday that damaged six 
apartments at Trafalgar Square, on Venoy south 
of Cherry Hill. 

No one was injured during the 2 p.m. fire. 
The fire started in a second-floor unit of the 

three-story apartment building, Fire Chief 
Michael Reddy said. The flames spread to apart­
ments on the first and third floors, he said. 

Three apartments sustained damage from the 
fire; three others had smoke damage, Reddy 
said. 

Residents of the three units that had fire dam­
age have been moved into other apartments, he 
said. A resident who lives in the apartment 
where the fire started was home at the time. 

"He attempted to put it out but couldn't," 
Reddy said. 

**-
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Bounce into Spring Special 

Mini Dafjudih— 1.99 £ol" | 
• Beautiful Flowering Potted 

Plants 

HAPPINESS FROM EAR TO EAR! 
Dozen 

,* 

t 
i 

ft 
**4 * 

It's t ime to celebrate the sound of technology! 

• House Plants & Hanijiriji m 

Baskets *+s~ *•• 
Ticsh Cut 

Gitzh Carnations 
s6.99 
^ SPRING OPEN HOUSE APRIL 23rd 

i * Free Soil Testing - Free Seminars 
! • Activities for the kids, refreshments and more 

• Gaiden A r t Galore * ;*-* 
• Garden Seeds & Seed Starting 

Supplies 
• Great Selection of Easter Plants 

GREENHOUSES & GARDEN CENTER 
8000 Newburgh • Westland 

-OPEN 7 DAYS-

iF SIEMENS ACURIS™ 
SPECIAL FINANCING PROGRAM/ 

AS CASH 

T H I S OFFER EXPIRES 3 /25/05 SO A C T N O W ! 

WHAT IS SIEMENS ACURIS™ ? 

Now, for the first time, wearing two hearing aids affords a 

new level of sophistication just not possible before, Siemens 

ACURIS™ hearing aids actually communicate with each other; 

sensing, analyzing, interpreting, sharing, and adjusting 

continuously and automatically. 

SIEMENS ACURIS™ ADVANTAGES INCLUDE: 

> Improved Speech Understanding 

> Enhanced Localization 

> Superior Sound Quality 

> Greater Comfort 

Come in for a 

FREE, NO OBLIGATION 
demonstration to hear the difference 

> Let us show you how to adjust 
one instrument and have the 
other automatically adjust 

'Financing provided by CtT Bank. 
**Terms and conditions of financing are based on creditworthiness as determined by lender CIT Bank. Scheduled 
monthly payments required during, promotional period. Interest paid as part of scheduled monthly payments will be 
credited to the payoff amount if ycjur loan is paid in full within the first 360 days after you sign the Loan Agreement, 
resulting in an Annual Percentage Rate {APR) of zero percent. If you choose not to pay off your loan within 360 days, an 
interest rate as low as 11.99% APR otherwise applies.. 

To learn more about financing for the NEW SIEMENS ACURIS Hearing Aids, Call Us Now! 

VINTAGE MARKET ®&I 
-'&$' 

29501 Ann Arbor Trail iJustW ofMiddleMt) 

422-0160 

Closed Easter Sunday 

%*& 
PLEASE PRE-0RDER 

Kowalski's 
Farmer Holiday 

EASTER 
KIELBASA 

Smoked or Fresh 

$ - - , , 4.29 

Dearborn 
Brand 

"FAMOUS" 
KIELBASA 

Smoked / Fresh 

• - - , , 3.19 

Dearborn 

S.S.D. 

$ 

Wltole Classic 

2.39 only fcaWis. 
PLEASE PRE-0R0ER 

An Easier Tradition 
Real Authentic 

CITY CHICKEN 
maoe with Veal & Pork 

Only 4 i 4 9 lb. 

• CROWN 
PORK ROAST 

>W$3;«99'ft.'. 

Pre-onfer10Daa 
All Natural Fresh 

< • AMISH 
m TURKEY 
only 1 « fcw lb. 

100% All Natural 

GROUND SIRLOIN 
only S 2 . 4 9 lb. 

5 lbs. or More 

Mon Thurs 9am 10 pm 

Fn & Sat Sam 11 pm 

Sun 10 am 9 30 pm 

Pticps Effective Monday 

Mirrh 14th March 26th 

All Major Credit Girds Accepted 

• Food Stamps Accepted 

m 

only 

HONEY GLAZED 
SPIRAL SLICED » 

H A M 

3.49 
US0A Sefed 

STANDING 
RIB ROAST 

only 
$5.99 lb. 

U S 0 A WHOLE 

BEEF TENDERLOIN 
FILET MIGNON 

$5.99 

PLEASF PRE ORDER 

GENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPS 

r2;';S JUMBO SHRIMP
 s6.99 ,b 

Livonia (734) 525-3900 
14700 Farmington Rd., Suite 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm. Evenings 

and weekends.by appointment only. 

t ' s c l e a r w e c a r e 

www.hearusa.com 

OE0S30390B 

i a t f fe4^^S^^^^^^K) rder Yeur! 
Kowalski Imported Hoffman's Super Sharp t » • . . . ' 

POLISH HAM S3.99 CHEDDAR ; Blazes ; 
Butterball Sliced 

CHEESE $4.29*. .Hel icUi) P i c 
TURKEY 0h^ I in A d v a n c e t 
BREAST $4.49 <b CORNED BEEF $4.99,.. i ± ~J 
Lipari Old Tyme Deli Jennie's Homemade 

SALAMI ; S3.19, PIER0GIES S4.49, 

FARMERS CHEESE 

$£49 
* t lb op'y 

i .r fj 

^•••-y. A M 
* », •Jrt E*Th'WWr» - * 

GUERNSEY 
Ice Cream 

1/2 gal 
199 

*tax 

j KIUIAN'S 

IRISH RED BEER 
20 Pack Bottles 

!99 
+ tax S cfep. 

MILLER, LITE, 
G.D., G.D. LITE 

24 Pack Cans 
$4C99 

l u + tax & tfep. 

BU0WEISER 
& BUD LIGHT 

24 Pack Cans 

$15 
+ tax & i 

99 

W^i mrnmM-mwm^mmmmmm^^ s te& 

EASTS 

• <*!£ 
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Jaycees groups across the 
nation have made buying ther­
mal imagers one of their top 
priorities. 

"I watched a video of a 
demonstration where they 
filled a building with smoke 
and had to rescue some actors," 
Taylor said. "The firefighters 
were able to bring out two of 
the three people in the fire in 
just over six minutes, but they 
couldn't find the third child. 

"The thing was, they had to 
go right past that child to get to 
the other two people, but 
weren't able to see him in the 
smoke," she added. "When they 
did the demonstration a sec­

ond time with an imager, it 
took them just over a minute 
and a half to bring out all three 
people. 

"If it was one of my family 
members in that house, the dif­
ference between minutes and 
seconds would mean every­
thing to me." 

The Jaycees will be announc­
ing its fund-raisers throughout 
the year. Moreover, anyone 
who wants to donate to the 
project may call (734) 226-
0400. 

"This is a project that .direct­
ly .affects every single person 
that has a home or business in 
Westland - and even those who 
just know someone who does," 
Taylor said. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110 

Seminar sheds light on autism treatments 

GARDEN CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

The Architect will receive sealed bids for: 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF: 

GARDEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL FIELD LIGHTING UPGRADE 

Bid Proposals will be received until the time and the place, as 
follows, where and when the opening of bid proposals will be 
conducted by the Owner in public: 

Date: March 23, 2005 

Time: 1:30 p.m. EST 

Place: Board of Education 
Garden City Public Schools 

Attn: Mr. Gary Marchel 
1333 Radcliff 
Garden City, MI 48135 
734-762-8300 

Bidding Documents will be available for examination and 
distribution on or after March 7, 2005. Examination may be made 
at; the Office of the Architect, TMP ASSOCIATES, INC., Architects-
Engineers-Planners, 1191 West Square Lake Road, Bloomfield 
Hills, Michigan 48302; the McGraw-Hill Construction Dodge Plan 
Room,' Southfield, Michigan; the Reed Construction Data Plan 
Room, Novi, Michigan; or the Construction Association of Michigan, 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 

A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the 
school board, school superintendents, or chief executive must 
accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid tha t does not 
include this statement. This statement is on the proposal execution 
form. 

Bid Proposals shall be on forms furnished by the Architect, 
accompanied by a satisfactory Bid Bond or Certified Check for five 
percent (5%) of the Base Bid Sum maximum possible proposal 
amount. 
Bidder shall agree not to withdraw Bid Proposal for a period of 
thirty (30) days after date for receipt of bids. 
Accepted Bidder shall be required to furnish satisfactory 
Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment Bond in 
accordance with the instructions to Bidders. 
The right to reject any or all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in 
part , or to waive any informalities therein is reserved by the 
Owner. 
This project is to be bid at the prevailing wage rate. 

Publish: March 13,2005 n m m a M 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

As the mother of a 3-year-
old diagnosed with mild to 
moderate autism, Sherri Breen 
of Garden City is willing to try 
just about any treatment she 
believes will help her son. 

That's why she was at 
Madonna University recently 
for the seminar, "Choices in 
Autism," presented by Speech, 
Language & Sensory-Motor 
Systems of Plymouth. The day­
long symposium was designed 
to enlighten parents of chil­
dren diagnosed as autistic on 
the multitude of treatment 
options available. 

Breen's son, Gavin Baldwin, 
was diagnosed in May 2004 
after she had fought for some 
six months to get a correct 
diagnosis. Breen, who sensed 
something wrong with her son, 
at first couldn't get doctors to 
diagnose the autism. 

After seeking multiple opin­
ions, doctors finally confirmed 
her suspicions. Breen moved 
from Lincoln Park to Garden 
City to allow Gavin to attend 
the Burger-Center for Students 
with Autism, and Gavin has 
made progress since the move. 

"I had always said there was 
something different about 
him," said Breen. "I didn't want 
to think he was autistic, but I 
knew he was, so I had to keep 
pushing." 

She's tried a variety of thera­
pies, and teachers at the 
Burger Center are making 
great progress with him. 
Gavin,'who his mother 

Laurie Lund b I ad and Donna Omichinski talked about dealing with autism from 
a parental perspective during the 'Choices in Autism' symposium at Madonna 
University. 

describes as non-verbal, is now 
"making great strides." But she 
went to the symposium still 
seeking ways to help. 

"I would go on the Internet 
and get myself crazy with 
information," Breen said. "(The 
symposium) was very informa­
tive for me. I want to try any­
thing that might help him as 
long as it's not invasive." 

She got plenty of informa­
tion. More than half a dozen 
experts made presentations 
during the symposium, includ­
ing Dr. Richard Solomon at the 
Ann Arbor Center for 
Development and Behavioral 
Pediatrics. 

The speakers, all well-known 
in their respective fields 
around the metro area, focused 
on a wide range of treatment 

options for the approximately 
100 parents who attended. 
While the symposium was 
designed for all parents of 
autistic kids, it especially tar­
geted those newly diagnosed. 

"There are a lot of treat­
ments available; there's not 
one 'right' treatment for every­
one," said Stephanie 
Naberhaus, clinical director at 
Speech, Language & Sensory-
Motor Systems. "We wanted 
parents to be able to come to 
one place and learn. We want­
ed to give parents good basic 
information so they can make 
an informed decision about 
what's right for their child." 

When Naberhaus and her 
staff started putting the agenda 
together, they were simply tar­
geting parents. Once the line­

up of speakers was put togeth­
er, though, they decided any­
one who had anything to do 
with treating, helping or teach­
ing autistic children would 
make a good audience. 

Invitations were then sent 
out to area educators, who 
responded in kind by provid­
ing an estimated 25 percent of 
the attendance. 
"That wasn't initially our intended audience," 
Naberhaus said. "But once we had the lineup 
together, we felt anyone who works w i t h 
autistic kids wou ld benefit." 

The symposium opened and 
closed with a bang. Laurie 
Lundblad and Donna 
Omichinski are mothers of 
autistic children, and they 
started the day by discussing 
things from a parental per­
spective. 

Omichinski's son, Joey, was 
diagnosed autistic almost eight 
years ago, and he has made 
such progress she felt com­
pelled to give back. 

"My husband arid I went 
through a-lot, because eight 
years ago diagnostic and 
assessment tools weren't as 
prevalent," said Omichinski, a 
resident of Saline. "We went 
through a lot trying to figure 
out what was wrong and how 
best to help him. I feel it's such 
a stressful time that if there's 
any way I can help someone to 
get them through that's what I 
wanted to do." 

Nick Dubin, who was diag­
nosed with Asperger's at age 
26, blosed out the day talking 
about living successfully with 
autism. 

FRONTIER 
FROM PAGE A l 

public forum inside John Glenn 
High School's auditorium. 
About 25 people attended. 
Rodriguez indicated that fees 
by facility users could help pay 
to operate the complex. 

"If we build it, they will 
come, and it will be a benefit to 
the community," he said. 

Some residents indicated 
support for Frontier Park; oth­
ers criticized the plan. 

"Qui te frankly, I don ' t like 

you people digging in my pock­
et and trying to tell me how to 
spend my money," longtime city 
resident John McGuire said, 
calling the proposal too elabo­
rate. 

"This isn't Bloomfield Hills," 
McGuire said. "This is 
Westland." 

Resident Eleanor Swistak 
called the Frontier Park idea 
progressive but said, "We don't 
nave the money - bottom line." 

CFP leaders have said the 
sports complex wouldn't cost 
taxpayers much each year, and 
they predicted that the facility 
would boost the community's • 

image and result in higher 
property values. 

McGuire told CFP leaders 
that the small attendance at 
Wednesday's meeting indicated 
a lack of community support 
for Frontier Park. 

"This place should be packed. 
I think you guys are fighting a 
losing battle," he said. 
, Rodriguez;, however, said 
there may be many residents 
who favor the proposal but who 
didn't feel the need to attend 
the meeting. 

Meanwhile, Frontier Park 
leaders will continue their push 
on Monday, during a 6 p.m. 

session with city council mem­
bers at Westland City Hall. The 
meeting is open to the public. 

City council President 
Charles Pickering already has 
called talks of a tax proposal 
premature. He said Frontier 
Park officials first need to learn 
whether they can acquire land 
- much of it county-owned - to 
build the complex west of 
Central City Park. 

On Wednesday, Rodriguez 
said CFP leaders have begun 
preliminary talks with some 
county officials. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net 1 (734) 953-2110 
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Why pay for 
extras you 
don't want? 
ENJOY SENIOR LIVING 
WITH ONLYTHE 
EXTRAS YOU WANT 

That's our philosphy at 
The Village of Westland and 
why we offer the Village Lite 
program. You only pay for 

, services such as housekeeping, 
dinners and transportation 
when.and if, you want them 
(select apartments only). 

Call 734.762.8896 for 
more information on 
our Village Lite program. 
Sign up and we will 
waive the move-in and 
application fees. 

The Village of 

Westland 
•f MOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

*> 
V Michigan 

Sf^tyvwLpvm or? 

test I and, Michigan 48186 
734.762.8896 T T Y # 800.649.3777 

MAYBERRY 
FROM PAGE A1 

Kinkos and blew them up. The 
clan from Mayberry is seen 
throughout the eatery. 

Katinsky is ready to hang up 
collector's plates, too. 

When Don Knotts, who 
played Barney Fife, Andy 
Griffith's supportive sidekick, 
performed with Barbara Eden 
at the former George Burns 
Theater in Livonia, one of 
Katinsky's waitresses nabbed 
an autographed photo for her 
appreciative boss. 

Katinsky likes to say the 
restaurant is located at the 
four corners of Farmington 
Hills, Southfield, Livonia and 
Redford Township. 

There's always a bevy of 
mailed discount coupons cir­
culating to residents in those 
towns. 

Sometimes Katinsky hands 
out gift certificates to his regu­
lar customers. 

And, his customers are loyal. 
Dolores Schihl, a former 

Redford Union school board 
member, likes the restaurant 
because of the prices and the 

service. 
She has been a repeat cus­

tomer for years. 
"The waitresses get to know 

you" Schihl said. "They are so 
pleasant and polite. I come 
quite often for breakfast and 
occasionally come for lunch 
and dinner. I bring my kids 
here." 

Walter Cory, a Farmington 
Hills resident, eats all of his 
meals out and Mayberry's is a 
frequent stop, especially for 
breakfast three or four times a 
week. 

"This is a convenient p^ace 
to come," Cory said. "It's a nice 
place to come. I have been 
coming for years. I know all 
the waitresses by name." 

Katinsky is especially proud 
of the Icelandic cod he serves, 
a popular item even when it is 
not Lent. New on the menu is 
the seafood plate. 

Two people can eat lunch or 
dinner for about $12. 

"I try to keep the price fair," 
Katinsky said. "We try to be a 
family restaurant but we don't 
want that upscale table cloth 
image. 

"I credit our success story to 
our staff." 

He plans to open the 
Eggceptional Cafe in 
Commerce Township in May. 

He recently spent $250,000 
on renovations at Mayberry's. 

Families visiting ill relatives 
at nearby Botsford Hospital, 
who don't want to eat in the 
hospital cafeteria, are fre­
quently referred to Mayberry's 
when they ask for information 
about a good place nearby to 
eat. 

Restaurant manager Tim 
Bazzy, a Canton Township res­
ident, has known Katinsky 
since he was a teen. 

He considers Mayberry's a 
fun place to work. 

"I have never worked in a 
more pleasant restaurant," 
Bazzy said. 

Bazz/s heart is warmed 
when customers call him by 
name and shake his hand. 

Katinsky is married to 
Valerie. Their daughters, 
Jessica, 21, and Jennifer, 17> 
also work at the restaurant. 

Hours of operation are: 6 
a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and 6 a.m. 
to 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday. 

sbuck@oe.tiomecomm.net I (734)953-2014 

FRESH NEW LOOK 
Under New 

Management 

SAME QUALITY 
MEATS 

Established 1980 
NEW STORE HOURS! 

Mon.-Saf. 9-7 pm 
Sun. 10-5 pm 

Open Sundays for four 
Shopping Convenience 

St. Patrick's Day is Thurs., March 17th! 
Lean & Meaty 

CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPS 

Only *29? 
Boneless 

SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREASTS 

Only mk lb. 

Boneless 

STEWING BEEF 

Only 
$29? 

Grobbel's ; 

CORNED BEEF FLATS 
$ « 2 9 

Only < 9 lb. 

Specials good through 3-20-05 

Sfo remade 
MOCK 

CHICKEN LEGS 
, $4)99 

Only ••Bib. Storemade 
ROTISSERIE 
ROAST BEEI 

Only 
$a9? 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:dclem@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:dclem@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:sbuck@oe.tiomecomm.net


www.hometowtdife.com Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, March 13,2005 (0F)(*A5) 

A MEMBER OF* 65* TRINITY HEALTH 

One Great Hospital. 
Two National Awards 

St. Mary Mercy Hospital 

•» * * 

u 
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St. Mary Mercy Hospital is the proud recipient of the 20.05 HealthGrades 
Distinguished Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence™, ranking St. 
Mary Mercy among the top 5% of hospitals in the U.S. for overall clinical 
quality. 

St. Mary Mercy is also the recipient of the HealthGrades Distinguished 
Hospital Award for Patient Safety™, ranking the hospital among the 
top 2% of hospitals nationwide for patient safety. 

St. Mary Mercy Hospital is one of only 30 hospitals nationwide to receive 
both of these prestigious awards in the same year. One Great Hospital. 
Two National Awards. 

/ 
•*• 

For quality and convenience, ask your doctor about St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital's HealthGrades national ratings or call 1-888-464-WELL for more 
information. 

St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia. 
Great Doctors and Nurses in your Own Backyard 

www.stmarymercy.org 

® ST MARY MERCY 
HOSPITAL 

HealthGrades is a nationally recognized independent healthcare quality company. 

PDFOE033015S9 

http://www.hometowtdife.com
http://www.stmarymercy.org
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still seeking : Leisurely walks on the beach 
many years \ maY become a criminal offense 

Jack 

I Lessenberry 
iWarai&SitfttfWtfS^^ 

For more than a half century, Helen Thomas 
broke through every glass ceiling the estab­
lishment put in her way. Young women 

weren't supposed to take off to Washington for 
careers in journalism. She did anyway. 

Certainly no woman could expect to cover the 
White House. Helen, who grew up in Detroit, 
the daughter of working-class Lebanese par­
ents, said thank you very much, and did it any­
way. She became White House bureau chief for 
UPI when United Press International was still 
a big deal. 

She beat down too many "men only" barriers 
to count, and the beauty was that this was 
never her main goal. She wanted simply to be 

the best reporter she could be, 
and she was. Helen covered 
every president from John F. 
Kennedy to William J. Clinton, 
and both irritated and won the 
respect of all of them. 

Today, she still covers the 
White House in a different 
way; she writes two syndicated 
columns a week. She stuck 
with UPI through thin and 
thinner until the Moonies 
bought it in 2000, and she 
drew the line at working for 

the Moonies. 
^Last week she came to Wayne State 
University, her alma mater, to speak to a schol­
arship dinner in her honor. She told a rapt 
audience of budding journalists, many of them 
minorities and women, just how important 
their profession is. "Democracy dies behind 
closed doors," she said. 
"- Though it may be true, as the Bible says, that 
''where there is no vision the people perish," 
Helen is quick to tell you that where there are 
no watchdogs, the people get screwed over. If 
liberals and conservatives can agree on any­
thing these days, it ought to be that any govern­
ment that does its business in secret is a gov­
ernment to be feared. 

Governments — any and all governments — 
ought to be subject to as much scrutiny as pos­
sible. Next week has been proclaimed "sunshine 
week" by a coalition of news organizations, a 
week in which we both celebrate openness in 
government and push for more of the same. 

The idea is that the people's business ought 
to be done in the bright sunshine of the public 
arena, not behind closed doors. The opposite 
policy, the idea that our leaders know better 
than we do and that we can't be trusted with 
the facts, was directly responsible for Vietnam. 
; The closed-door approach also has been 

responsible for a million lesser horrors on every 
level of government, library boards to city 
councils. Things are better than they used to 
be. Every state now has some form of open 
meeting law, though some have more teeth 
than others. 

Thanks to the Freedom of Information Act, 
or FOIA, the vast majority of public documents 
are open to public inspection, and federal agen­
cies even have to help people locate specific 
documents they may be looking for. 

Yet this still isn't good enough. As Helen 
Thomas warned, governments like to promise 
openness — and cut off access as soon as trou­
ble appears. 

"States have not done a very good job of 
adopting policies that ensure access," said Bill 
Chamberlin, who studies sunshine laws at the 
University of Florida. He is echoed by Fred 
Gate, a professor of law at Indiana University, ^ 
who added something most journalists know: 

"States have almost never complied faithfully 
with their open records laws," Cate said. "You 
have a high degree of ignorance about the law, 
and a high degree of willingness to disobey the 
law." 

That*s another reason that journalists, those 
pesky creatures with their pointed questions, 
are so necessary to a free society. Thomas 
Jefferson once said that "eternal vigilance is the 
price of freedom." 

Journalists are the ones whom serve as the 
border patrol. And the bad news is that govern­
ments at all levels have used the threat of ter­
rorism as an excuse to pinch off the public's 
right to know. Some states are better than oth­
ers; according to a new University of Florida 
study on open government, Michigan is one of 
the most open when it comes to information. 

But while the study isn't complete, Ohio now 
ranks as one of the six worst states for openness 
in the nation. "It is clear that state officials are 
frequently not being responsive to requests for 
public records," Chamberlin noted. 

What's needed is to be a nag. Perhaps a gen­
tle squeaky wheel, perhaps an annoying one, 
but a noisy one. Helen Thomas, a columnist 
now, but still a reporter, is still a burr under the 
saddle of this administration. This president 
seems less willing to accept questioning than 
others she's covered. 

That's all right; she isn't about to pull her 
punches; she isn't even 85 yet. Last week Ann 
Coulter, a particularly vicious columnist in the 
Joe McCarthy mode, called Helen "an old Arab" 
and implied she was a security risk. 

That created a stir. Actually, I heard about 
that first from Helen, and I think Ann Coulter 
would be horrified; I think Helen thought it 
was sort of funny. She is in the business of ask­
ing questions, not name-calling. Besides, when 
you are from Detroit, and.have gone toe-tortoe 
with Richard Nixon, you don't get overly wor­
ried about a would-be intellectual bully who 
poses in a slit skirt. 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice president of 
HomeTown Communications. He can be reached by phone 
at (248) 901-2561 or by e-mail at 
jlessenberry@homecomm.net. 

Hugh 

Gallagher 

" or three summers, we had the privilege 
7* of renting a box on a Lake Michigan 

beach It was a flat-roofed, one-bed- • 
room cottage. It was clean but somewhat 
rustic It nestled into a grove of trees so 
\\ ell that it merely suggested its intrusion 
on natuie 

But it wasn't the building that mattered. 
The cottage looked out oh the endless vista 
of Lake Michigan from behind two sandy 
dunes that led down to a beach of hard 
sand and tall grass. It was a spectacular 
\ lew and a beach made for walking. 

We could walk a long way, though not 
without difficulty. The hard-packed sand 

gave way to looser patches 
which gave way to rock 
fields. Occasionally, a 
rivulet would impede our 
progress and we'd have to 
take off our shoes and 
wade into the chilly water. 

Most cottages along this 
stretch of beach in north 
Michigan were at a dis­
tance behind protected 
dunes and sheltered from 
view by a mixture of ever­
greens and hard wood 

ti ees but others were almost at the edge of 
the beach Some were massive, ugly intru­
sions on the real beauty of the land. Others 
were plain, simple, fitting quietly into the 
landscape. 

The house next to the box was new, large 
but attractive. The owners had a giddy, 
friendl) German shepherd named Tin. He 
often gi eeted us on our walks and engaged 
us m a spirited round of chase the stick. He 
was an enthusiastic beach walker. When he 
was with his owners, he would often have to 
race back to prod them along. 

This was a quiet area, though a public 
park was about a mile down the beach. 
There v. as never a crowd of walkers, but the 
cottage owners and the public beach visi­
tors did take the opportunity to stretch 
their legs and invigorate their spirits with a 
beach walk. 

This week, the Michigan Supreme Court 
heard a case that might, technically, threat­
en that opportunity to walk the beach, 
unless w alkers stay where the water covers 
their feet 

The case stems from a dispute between 
two neighbors in Alcona County, Joan Glass 
and Richard Goeckel, and has escalated 
into a test of. where public and private land 
begin and end on our Great Lakes beaches. 
Glass sued Goeckel when he wouldn't allow 
her on his property to walk the beach. 

One side takes the position that public 
land extends to the high water mark on the 
beach the other side says private owner­

ship extends to the water's edge. Briefs by 
environmentalists and property rights 
groups have been filed supporting the dif­
ferent positions. 

A state appeals court split the difference 
and ruled that the land was owned by the 
state but property owners had the right to 
keep others off the beach (and into the 
water). 

The irony is that many beachside home­
owners would be very unhappy to have 
their progress impeded by forcing them to 
wade in the water (especially in the fall and 
spring). In a news story, one person associ­
ated with a property rights group allowed . 
as his wife was a great beach walker, but he 
still supported the ppsition that "it's all 
about ownership, and we want it clear that 
property owners, not the state, own that 
land." 

While it's unlikely that a court ruling in 
favor of the property rights groups would 
lead to barriers on the beaches, it would 
technically allow them. On Tuesday, news 
reports said that Justice Marilyn Kelly was 
concerned that ruling in favor of the prop­
erty owners would make Michigan the only 
one of the eight Great Lakes states to com­
pel beach walkers to stay in the water. On 
the other hand, Justice Clifford Taylor won­
dered if those with property close to the 
waterline-might be in jeopardy of losing 
their property to state confiscation. 

Another beach, another summer. We 
were walking along Lake Superior from the 
bed and breakfasts where we were staying. 
We came upon a barrier with a big sign 
declaring "RIPARIAN RIGHTS KEEP 
OUT" with a long explanation that the 
property owner had rights to the land dowm 
to the water and he was ready to protect 
them, so beat it. 

We can hope for some well-reasoned, 
Solomon-like decision from the court that 
protects the rights of those lucky and rich 
enough to own. property on our beautiful 
Great Lakes and a^so protects the rights of 
all of us (including those property owners) 
to enjoy a long walk on our treasured 
beaches (of which 70 percent front private 
property). • 

I suspect that even if the court rules that 
property rights extend to the water, that 
beach walkers will continue to walk the 
beach and technically break the law. And 
most property owners will welcome walkers 
and expect to be welcomed in return. 

As Woody Guthrie once told us all, "This 
land was made for you and me." 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the 
Observer Newspapers. He can be-reached by£-maii at; 
hgaifagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734) : 

953-2149 or by fax at (734) 591-7279. . '.- . v . I 
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B 
William John Barlow, of Livonia, 

died March 5. 
C 

William "Bil l" E. Chickering, 82, 
died March 11. 
Daniel Clifford, of Canton, died 

March 5. 
James J. Crowe, 77, died March 7. 

£ 
Donald Howard Ellis, 71, of 

Summerrield, Fla., died March 9. 
H 

George Mooris Haley, of Westland, 
died March 4. 
Charles R. Hanson, 73, of Royal 

Oak, died March 7. 
Virginia M. Hymes, of Livonia, died 

March 8. 
K 

Carol Ann Kwasky, of Livonia, died 
March 1. 

L 
Dale Richard Logan, 54, of 

Marysville, Ohio, formerly of 
Livonia, died March 10. 

M 
Alma Aleata Marsack, 76, of 

Livonia, died March 10. 
Agnes (Hart) Marsalese, of Redford 

Township, died March 4. 
Elizabeth B. McNamara, 89, died 

March 7. 

John A. Mehock, 59, died March 5. 
Daniel G. Myers, 73, of Westland, 

died March 7. 
Jeanne Lynn Miiligan (nee Art), 50, 

of Plymouth, died March 8. 
P 

Kathleen Marie Phelps, 49, of 
Rochester Hills, died March 10. 

Q 
A. Patricia Quiery, 85, of 

Farmington, died March 3. 
S 

Carol Ann Savage, of Canton 
Township, died March 4. 
Sister Mary Patrice Sinnott, RSM, 

87, died March 8. 
Mike Smart, 56, died March 7. 

^ S ^ s s s ^ 

For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Community Life 
in Passages on page C5. 

Lillian E. Symons, 82, of Plymouth 
Township, died March 10. 

T 
Dorothy A. Thorne, 69, of Barryton, 

died March 5. 
V 

Peter A. Ventura, 95, of Livonia, 
died Feb. 26. 
Robert P. Vollmer, 79, of Plymouth, 

died March 6. 

Dad's Athletic Club of Westland -
Softball for boys and girls ages 7-18. 
Sign up in March and April for sum­
mer season. Call Bud Prough at 
(734) 595-2951 or Michelle at (734) 
721*7614 for more information. 

Wayne Dolphin Swim Team 

Come join one of the longest run­
ning recreational swim teams in the 
area. We need boys and girls ages 
6-18 to continue a tradition of 
friendship and fun. For more infor­
mation visit the Web site or contact 
President Mary Schirmer at (734) 
397-8196, Vice President Donna Fox 
at (734) 729-5049 or Treasurer 
Tammy Deck at (734) 728-1099. 

Warriors of Westland \ 

The Warriors of Westland sports 
team for the physically challenged 
trains people ages 5 and up to par­

ticipate in track and field events. 
For more information, call Head 
Coach Cindy Hawk at (734) 513-
8745. 

Wayne Ford Civic League 

The Wayne Ford Civic League pro­
vides T-ball, coach pitch, baseball 
and spring and fall soccer for chil­
dren ages 4-10. For more informa­
tion, call Patricia Tatum at (734) 
467-8243. 

Wayne-Westland Soccer Association 

For more information, call (734) 
467-5260. 

Westland Hockey Association 
For more information, call Chris 

Simonlan at (734) 326-2146. 
Westland Lawn Bowling Association 

For more information call (734) 
722-7630 or (734) 5228229. 

Westland Wizard* 
The Westland Wizardz wheelchair 

basketball team is for individuals 16 
years of age or older with any 
impairment that prevents them 
from playing regular basketball. 
There is also a junior team for ages 
10-16. For more information, call 
Shaun Graham at (734) 762-9573 or 
Jose Zavala at (734) 72M835. 

Westland Youth Athletic Association 

The Westland Youth Athletic 
Association offers youth basketball, 
baseball, cheerleading and volley­
ball. For information, call (734) 421-
0640. 

FUN-4-AU 

This children's recreation scholar­
ship program that was started by 
several concerned parents who 
wanted to find a way for children 
from financially stressed families 
who live in Westland to be able to 
participate in recreation programs. 

All applications must be turned in 
at least two weeks before the first 
class. Those who are interested in 
helping the program or need an 
application can contact Margaret 
Martin, program supervisor, at 
(734)722-7620. 

FRENCH LANGUAGE ' 
& TRAVEL WORKSHOP 

FROM AWARD-WINNING 
INSTRUCTOR 

Learn to travel like a pro! 
Learn to speak survival French 

with confidence! 
Sat, April 16,2005 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
lorne Valley Country Club 

Westland, Ml 
registration fee includes 

sakfast and a Frenchvite 
iris travel guide. For more 

information, contact 
Frenchvite LLC at 

313-300-6699 or go to 
www.frenchvite.com. 
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Schoolcraft puts the focus on Latin America 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

Spanish is America's other 
language. Latinos are the 
largest recognized minority in 
the United States. Latin music 
has been adding spice to popu­
lar music. 

It's only natural that 
Schoolcraft College would fol­
low a year of immersion in the 
volatile Middle East with 
-Focus Latin America, a year­
long look at the culture, lanr 
guage and people of Latin 
America. 
; Last year, Schoolcraft's 
International Institute took its 
cue from the headlines by 
sponsoring Focus Middle East, 
a, year of activities, lectures, 
Jhemed classes and a Cairo 
Coffeehouse finale. 

Josselyn Moore, associate 
professor of sociology and 
anthropology and 
International Institute faculty 
chair, said Latin America was 
an obvious choice for the col­
lege's second yearlong plunge 
into a specific region. 

"(We chose) Latin America 
because they're our neighbors 
and it's the largest minority 
group in the United States and 
Jsecause it has such economic 
importance," she said. 

But Latin America isn't just 
one culture or lifestyle and 
Schoolcraft is planning pro­
grams that will try to encom­
pass the broad range of Latin 
culture that ranges from the 
United States in Florida and 
the Southwest to Argentina 
and Chile. 

"We're going to go into the 
culture, the music, the lan­
guage," said Malasri . 
Chaudhery, a part-time psy­
chology instructor and mem­
ber of the institute. "We'll get 
into specific areas that deal 
with the Spanish community, 
mestizo, defining what is 
Chicano, what is mestizo, what 
does it mean to be Latin 
American." 

Public programs began in 
February and will continue 
through the calendar year, cul­
minating in a Latin American 
style fiesta in November. 
February programs included 
the film For Love of Country: 
TheArtruro Sandoval Story 
starring Andy Garcia as the 
Cuban trumpet player who 
struggled for personal and 
artistic freedom in Castro's 
Cuba. It is the first of several 
films with Latin American 
themes that will be presented, 
a new feature of the special 
focus program. 

Other February public 
events included a lecture on 
Caribbean music by Ozzie 
Rivera and a discussion of 
Detroit's Freedom House, 
which helps immigrants to the 

city. (See related story for a list 
of programs through the end of 
April.) 

RIVERA FEATURED 
In addition to public pro­

grams, Moore said faculty 
members are encouraged to 
incorporate the focus theme 
into their classes. 

"One of the joys is trying to 
get all that in," she said. "It's a 
campuswide event and we are 
trying to get all faculty 
involved, make it part of their 
assignments for credit. It gives 
the faculty an enormous 
amount. It seems foolhardy to 
try to tackle all of Latin 
America, but this gives us that 
kind of flexibility." 

Two world famous artists 
with ties to Detroit will be fea­
tured in upcoming lectures, 
Diego Rivera and his wife, 
Frida Kahlo. Rivera painted 
the famous assembly lines 
murals in the center court of 
the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

"Rivera's importance comes 
in because he is someone who 
spoke for the people with his 
ideals and his art," said 
Chaudhery. "This is a good 
summary of everything we are 
trying to portray. We are trying 
to cover everything from all 
angles, but especially from the 
angle of the people. The mural 
we see in the DIA is very repre­
sentative of people who work, 
who work hard. Latin 
Americans have really strug­
gled to make it. That's why 
Diego Rivera is so important." 

New this year is a school-
sponsored tour to Mayan ruins 
in Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula. 
Diane O'Connell, associate 
professor of geography, will be 
leading the tour the second 
week of June. 

"It's an educational class so 
we meet for a month before­
hand, twice a week to try to get 
a little bit about Latin 
American culture, history, eco­
nomics, concerns to give them 
context for the region of Latin 
America," O'Connell said. 
"Then we'll focus more on the 
specific area we're going to 
which is the Yucatan." 

The class is for credit, but 
the public is also invited to 
sign up for the trip and audit 
the class. Students will be writ­
ing papers on the ruins, in 
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addition to soaking up some 
sun in Cancun. 

AN EYE-OPENER 
Moore said students have 

been enthusiastic about the 
focus program. 

Dolly Randall-Kirkwood, 
who is studying early educa­
tion and Spanish, said she is 
privileged to attend a college 
where students are exposed to 
so much information. She said 
the film on Sandoval was an 
eye-opener to her about the 
politics of the region. 

Moore said the November 
fiesta will feature the music, 
food and arts of Latin America. 
She said last year local restau­
rants helped provide food for 

the Cairo Coffeehouse and 
she's hoping to enlist some of 
the new restaurants in the area 
to help out this year. She said 
she is also working with 
Schoolcraft's culinary arts pro­
gram about participation in 
the fiesta. 

This emphasis of focusing on 
a particular culture is nothing 
new for O'Connell, who says it 
makes her proud to be a geog­
raphy professor. 

"In geography we think this 
is a time that come because it 
geography we have always 
thought systematically," she 
said. "We tend to focus on 
what issue is current, but there 
a lot more places than we have 
been focused on." 

TOM HOFFMEVER S W F PHOTOGRAPHER 

Schoolcraft associate 
professor of 
anthropology and 
sociology Josselyn 
Moore (left) discusses 
some Latin American 
artifacts with part-time 
psychology instructor 
Malasri Chaudhery and 
associate professor of 
geography Diane 
O'Connell. 
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