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After captivating hundreds of
people with an impassioned

Hart passes muster as cler

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Eileen DeHart’s job performance as
Westland’s first voter-elected city clerk
has won praise not only from her sup-
porters - but also from cne-time skep-
tics who feared the position could
become brazenly political.

DeHart, a former state representa-
tive, has started the second year of her
four-year clerk term amid widespread
praise from other elected officials and
residents, alike.

After voters passed a ballot measure -

and started electing
the city clerk in 2003,
some political
observers bristled.
Critics didn't believe
that the Westland City
Council should have
lost its appointive
powers. '

Council President
Charles Pickering candidly admits
that he was one of those critics.

“In this particular case, I've been
proven wrong,” he said Friday. “With
Eileen, she basically said she was here

DeHart

©2005 HoMETown COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK

to serve, and she has done that”

Some critics feared that an elected
clerk wouldn’t cooperate with the
council or Mayor Sandra Cicirelli ~ a
fear that DeHart, in her first year,
eased.

“I think Eileen has done a remark-
able job,” Cicirelli said. “She works
well not only with me, but she works
well with my entire staff”

DeHart faced a presidential election
in her first year in office, and she has
atiributed much of her success to 2
talented staff that includes Deputy
Clerk Nancy Bonaparte, who served as

the last councii-appointed clerk.

“Coming into a presidential elec-
tion, Eileen did a fantastic job I think,”
Cicirelli said. “It wasn’t necessarily her
background, and she has had to learn
a lot. But, she put the time into it. I
think future elections will be a piece of
cake for her”

DeHart also received some consult-
ing help from former longtime Clerk .
Diane Fritz. Nonetheless, the buck
stopped with DeHart, and observers
haven't cited any serious snafus.

PLEASE SEE DEHART, AS

speech he delivered on Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr's birth-
day, Westland minister
Terrance McClain will be the
keynote speaker during a Black
History Month celebration,

The program, sponsored by
the Southeast Westland
Homeowners Association and
the NAACT western Wayne
County branch, will be held 2-5
p.Im. Sunday,
Feb. 27, at the
Westland pub-
lic library, on
Central City
Parkway south
of Warren.,

§  “Tt should be
f avery interest-
ing program,”
event '
Chairwoman Nellie Williams
said. “Everybody is invited. We
can all learn from it”

McClain, a Wayne-Westland
school board trustee and minis-
ter of Annapolis Park Church of
Christ, received acclaim when
his chureh hosted the city’s
King observance on Jan. 17. He
recited an imaginary letter that
King, if alive, might have writ-
ten to address the nation. .

For the Black History Month
program, McClain said he will
use a theme from the movie
Antoine Fisher - the theme that
“I'm still standing, and I'm still
strong” - to help explain the
African-American experience
in the United States.

“From that theme, I want to
generalize that minorities, and
African-Americans in particu-
lar from slavery until now, have

McCiain

PLEASE SEE HISTORY, AS

Family tradition

Eighteen-year-oid Jennifer Dumouchelle, a student at Eastern Michigan Unlver5|ty, made sure she was in town for the annual Daddy-Daughter and Mommy-Son Hoedown last week. it marked

the 15th year that she has attended the dance with her father, Don Dumouchelie. For more on the hoedown, see Page A3.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

It’s been more than a month
since Jessica Dwyer and Nathan
Noeyack marched down Coelorado
Boulevard in Pasadena, Calif., but
the experience is as fresh in their
minds as if it were yesterday

“I remember coming down
Orange Boulevard before the turn
onto Colorado Boulevard and see-
ing all those cameras,” said Dwyer.
“That’s when it hits you that you're
in the Rose Parade.”

“It was unbelievable,” added
Noeyack. “When you turn the cor-
ner and all you see is parade for
miles and miles and rows and

It was unbelievable’

Students savor Rose Bowl experience

rows of bleachers. Words can’t
explain how much fun it was. It
was the most unforgettable experi-
ence of my life.”

‘Dwyer and Noeyack were mem-
bers of the first Bands of America
Honor Band to ever performina
Tournament of Roses Parade.
They took their march down
Orange and Colorado boulevards
in this year’s New Year's Day
parade.

TRUE TO THEIR SCHOOL

Both are members of the John
Glenn High School band. A junior,
Dwyer plays the flute. A senior,

PLEASE SEE ROSE BOWL, A5
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John Glenn High School junior Jessica Dwyer
and senior Nathan Noeyack show off the
uniform jackets they wore as members of
the Bands of America Honor Band in the

The Movies are on us!
We’ll send you two tickets fo the Star
Theatres when you subscribe to an
Observer or Eccentric newspaper!”

- Call 866-887-2737

o5 3/1/05. Must not have subserihed in the fast 30 days.

Parade, pageant return to summer fest

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Promising the city’s biggest party
ever, Westland Summer Festival organ-
izers have unveiled plans for iore car-
nival rides, fireworks and entertain-
ment than residents have seen in the
event’s 35-year history.

“It will be the biggest summer festival
we've ever had - no question about it,”
chairman Kenneth Meht! said. “There
will be something for everybody.”

The six-day festival - always staged

-around City Hall grounds and Central

City Park —will run Wednesday, June
29, through Monday, July 4. It will end
with thunderous fireworks to celebra-
tion this nation’s independence.

“The fireworks will be the biggest

~ we've ever had in the city,” Mehl said.

Organizers already have started pub-
licizing the event amid hopes of draw-
ing record numbers of participants for

Coming Thursday in Filter.

Opera with
Sex Appeal ;

10 hunky Aussies
mix classical
vocal fraining
with a pop edge.

the festival parade, arts and crafts
booths, concession stands and the Miss
Westland pageant.

The parade and pageant will return
after being dropped last summer due to
financial difficulties that forced orga.nlz-

- ers to scale back plans. This year’s festi-

val won approval Monday from the
Westland City Council. . ..

In supporting the event, Co
Richard LeBlanc welcomed it
of the parade, which-will kic “the
festival June 29 with floats, civi¢ clubs
and youth groups making the trek west
along Ford Road from Schoolcraft
College’s Radcliff campus to Westland
City Hall. ‘

“I think that’s a good thing,” LeB]a.nc
said of the parade’s return.

With the Miss Westland. pageant
returning, organizer Lisa Tesner said
young women who live in Westland and

" PLEASE SEE FEST, AS
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Advanced programs
start early in Livonia AAUW gets ready for staging of ‘Pinocchio’

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

' One draw for families seek- .

- ing to move into the Livonia

Public Schools district involves
the programs offered for aca-
demically talented students,

Those programs begin ea.rly,
in kindergarten, with the
Alternative Classrooms for the
Academically Talented, or
ACAT program, housed at
Webster Elementary School,

“Our district prides itself on
the quality programs we pro-'

-vidett reach the diverse needs
of our students,” said Sheila
Alles, director of elementary
instruction. )

The ACAT program was
founded in 1976 for grades
four-six,

The following year, it
expanded to include grade
three, By 1984, ACAT covered
early elementary education
instituting a program from
kindergarten through second
grade.

Webster Principal Lorna
Durand explained that the
school experienced growing
enrollment between 1984 and
1996, and began “looping”
classes. Students stay with the
same teacher for two years,
and each level of education is

- considered a “family” Family

'One, for example, includes
gra.des K-2,

“When you walk into an
ACAT classroom, you'll find an
emotionally safe and empow-
ering environment,’ said Janet
Good, gifted specialist for the
district. She calls the academi-
cally talented student popula-
tion “a joy to work with.”

The ACAT program is based
on a the “interactive education
model” which Good described
as a highly structured, com-
plex, decentralized and indi-
vidual approach to education.

At Webster, this entails
opportunities for student |
choice, an emphasis on hands-
on activities, challenging
assignments, student-led con-
fereneces, and more.

“Each card marking, we cre-
ate a new benchmark for the
next quarter based on the stu-
dent’s current learning,” said
Durand. ' '

Such students are identified
through achievement testing,
and parents and teachers can
refer students to begin the
application process.

Those who score 90 percent .

'uvo_'u_m SCHOOLS

or higher on tests including
the Stanford/OLSAT are

. reviewed by a team of educa-
tors, including Good and . -
Durand as we}l as Rob West,
assessment coordinator, to -
determine a pool of pOSslble
candidates. '

“Historically, we send 140

letters and 100 {students)

" choose to apply,” said Good.

By the time students reach
. middle school, though, fewer
of them will makeitinto
MACAT, the Middle School
Alternative Classrooms for the
Academically Talented.

The program was pared
down to 60 students a year -
120 total - and it is housed at
Frost Middle School.

Founded in 1977, the pro-
gram experienced growth in
the 1990s, when 200 students
in grades seven and eight were
part of MACAT. Entrance was
based upon performance on
the sixth-grade OLSAT,

Principal Chris Berry, a for-
mer MACAT teacher, said four
teachers handle MACAT.

These classes are also
looped, though students are
exposed to electives in the -
school as well,

“Students are challenged
and nurtured to be independ-
ent learners,” said Berry. “Not
only do teachers coach the stu-
dents, students coach each
other” ‘

The MACAT program isn't
the only option for academical-
Iy talented students, according
1o Durand. When the program
was scaled back, the district
developed more opportunities
at all middle schools for accel-
erated classes. ‘

According to Berry, students
in the ACAT program ready to
transition to middle school are
invited to the MACAT open
house, as well as an open
house at the middle school

- designated for their own resi-

dential area.

* Durand said Livonia’s ACAT
and MACAT programs are
more extensive than those
offered in nearby communi-
ties, like Plymouth-Canton
Schools. For more information
on these programs contact
Webster Elementary at (734)
744~2795 or Frost Elementary
School at (734) 744-2670.

scasola@oe.hpmecomm.net | (734) 953-2054

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

The little boy with the nose

- that grows with each new lie

will be center stage when the

- 7" Plymouth-Canton Branch of

the American Association of
University Women presents
the five performances of
Pinocchio March 8-5 at
Garden City High School’s
(O'Leary Auditorium.

For more than 40 years, the
organization has been present-
ing children’s theater produc-
tions, taking classics like
Pinocchio, Snow White and
Peter Pan and crafting hour-
long “AAUW versions.”

For more than 40 years, the
organization has been present-
ing children’s theater produc-
tions, taking classics like

' Pinocchio, Snow White and

Peter Pan and crafting hour-
long “AAUW versions.”

“We're at liberty to change a
few things,” said co-director
Shirley Zaetta, a Garden City
school teacher. “We added
hawkers and clowns to
Pinocchio and have one of the
Lost Boys saying ‘no more ball
playing, no more PlayStation
and no more MEAP tests, but
it’s pretty much the same play
we did five years ago.

“But the main idea is the
same. Children shouldn’t tell
lies.”

This is Zaetta.s first time
directing and she’s thankful
she’s sharing the responsibili-
ties with Becky Copenhaver, a
Livonia school teacher who has
done it before.

“There’s a 1ot more decisions
to be made than I thought
there would be,” said
Copenhaver. “1 think I'd rather
be on stage than behind it

IN REHEARSAL

Members had béen rehears-

" ing in the library of Hoben

Elementary School in Canton,
but then moved to O'Leary
Auditorium. The move is when
the cast has to know their
lines..

“Sorne have been involved so
long, it’s the 10th, 11th time
they've played the part,” said
Zaetta.

One of those long-timers is
Sharon Belobraidich who has
the role of Foul Fellow in this
year’s production.

“I'm never the goody, I
always a bad guy or stupid fei-
low,” she said. “T've played the
Tin Man, Captain Hook and

Motorcoach to

GREEKTOWN

CASINO
& Kewgalin Canimo™

Get in on ail the FUN for on!q $ 1 5'

Greecktown Casine will give you

$20 in TOHENS FREE

to get you started!

Call Indian Troils TODRY
For reservations

1-800-292-3831

Get your tickets

Overseeing the production are co-
directors Becky Copenhaver and
Shirley Zaetta.

the Queen in Cinderella. The
antagonist is the hest part, The
antigonist makes the play.

“T had a kid beat on me when
I was padded up for giant, ask-
ing me why I was so mean to
Jack”

Belobraidich has been doing
the plays for 34 years. A retired
Plymouth-Canton school
teacher, she did the music for
the productions for the first
five years before joining the
casts,

Melissa Uhl, an engineer
with Visteon, is playing the
part of Pinocchio, a role her
mo;har played when
Belobra.ldmh was doing the
music.

“It’s fun to see the kids when
they grow up, but [ wouldn’t
want that part,” she said. “It’s
just a nothing (role) for me.”

COMMON THREAD

Education is a thread that
weaves through the chapter.
Most members are active or
retired educators from the
Livonia, Garden City and
Plymouth-Canton districts,
with a few engineers like Uhl, a
lawyer - Sunita Doddamani
with the Wayne County
Prosecutor’s Office - a finan-
cial person - Tricia Carney

: The Story Lady (Diana Wilcox) reads the famous tale to Jiminy Cricket (Pam’

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jiminy Cricket {Pam Dean} and Gepetto {Sylvia Rozian) discuss the little wooden l}dy Pinocchio (Mefissa Uhl) who just -
might become a real boy.

Dean), Candlewick {Sunita Doddamani), Foul Fellow (Sharon Belobraidich),
Stromboli (Elaine Bain), Gepetto (Sylvia Rozian), Gideon (Mickey Edell), and

Pinocchio {Melissa Uhl).

with Rock Financial - and
photographer, Julie Brown.

The AAUW first started
doing children’s plays more
than 40 years ago. The first
production was Hansel and
Gretel. They now have a small
repertoire of plays that they
rotate through every few years.

“People like Mary Fritz and
Peggy Heiney started this,” said
Zaetta. “They were the ofies
who came up with the idea
that we should have a play
group.’

The plays are kept to about
one hour and are interactive,
During the play, members of
the cast will move through the
audience and afterwards, chil-
dren have a chance to meet
each and everyone one of them
in the lobby.

Members all say that it’s the
camaraderie that makes doing
the play so much fun, but it’s
the reaction of the kids that
makes it extra special.

“Meeting the kids after the
play, seeing their reaction to
play and their expressions on
their faces ... I played Doein
Snow White and a little hoy
came up and told me, ‘T have
your movie,” said Copenhaver.
“ He truly believed I was that
character.”

29501 Ann Arbor Trail
(Just W. of Middlebelt)

(734) 422-0160

Prices Effective Thru Feb. 14 - Feb. 20,2005 + Food Stamps & AII Major Credit Cards Aceepted

The AAUW has made a few
changes beyond adding ‘
PlayStation and MEAP to the ‘
script. ,

New this year is g program
after the 10 a.m. show

Saturday with activities to help

Girl Scouts and Brownies earn
their theater badges.

In addition to the 10 a.m.
show, the play will be present-
ed at 7:30 p.m.. Thursda.y and,
Friday, March 3-4, and 1 and 3
p-m. Saturday;, March 5. )

Tickets are priced at $5.
They're available at Bugaboos
in Plymouth, 535 Forest Ave.,
and at Fanatic U in Garden
City, 30409 Ford, and by mail -
by sending a check, payable to
the Plymouth-Canton AAUW,
to Play Tickets, 39564 Village.
Run Drive, Northville MI '
48167,

The group also is making
will-call tickets available this
year, They can be ordered '
online at .
alpcraine(@comcast, net for -
pickup at the auditorium’ -
before the show. Tickets also -
will be available at the door...

O’Leary Auditorium, is at
6500 Middlebelt, north of
Ford, in Garden City. -

" smason@oehomecomm.nat | (734) 9532112
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. the floor accompanied by his faithful horse.

Cowpoke Benjamin Biber, 6, takes a solo turn around

Swing your partner

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Moms and dads and their sons and daughters were twirling and whirling for some western-style dancing at the
Westland Parks and Recreation Department’s annual Western Hoedown, The special couples received souvenir
photographs, refreshments and pienty of mementos to remember the dance, held at the Bailey Recreation Center.

Ernie Bracy made sure he was close for 2 stow dance
with his mom, Tynisha,

P A R L A LR

8Y SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

The staff of Edison Elementary School
— from its principal right down to one of
its bus drivers — was on the receiving end
of aceolades last week as the Wayne-
Westland school board honored its blue
ribbon accomplishment.

“This is a very special and unique honor
for Wayne-Westland, Edison’s teachers,
staff and students and the Edison commu-
nity,” Supt. Greg Baracy said. “Blue Ribbon
chosen schools meet the toughest stan-
dards and rigorous criteria.”

Edison was one of 32 schools designated
as Blue Ribbon schools for 2005 by the
state Board of Education, The award was
established in 1982 to recognize schools
that demonstrate a strong commitment to
educational excellence and significant aca-
demic improvement over five years.

“We're proud of each and every one of
you,” said board President Fred Weaver,

who presented Principal Barbara Hastings .

with a plaque recognizing the school’s
achievement, “We appreciate so much
what you've done, and I trust you wili dis-
play this proudly”

“The times I've been in Edison ['ve been
impressed by the sense of family and com-
munity;” board Vice President Cindy
Schofield said. “When you come in, you

istrict recognizes blue ribbon winne

Edison was one of 32 schools designated
as Blue Ribbon schools for 2005 by the
state Board of Education. The award was
established in 1982 to recognize schools
that demonstrate a strong commitment
to educational excellence and significant

- academic improvement over five years.

feel the warmth. It comes through that
this is a schoo) that cares about children.”
Hastings, who with her staff wore blue
lapel ribbons for the ceremony, told the
board that a few things have been key to
the school’s success, the most important of
which is the relationship that has been
fostered with the families and community.
“We know that no significant learning
can take place without significant relation-
ships,” she said. “We have a wonderful
relationship with our families and the
community around us. Parents help us
with fund-raising, they help in the class-

Michigan’s “~
> Largest Consignment

Group-

18,000 Sq FH!

Compufers
Cloilnng, Furs

_ccessnm_s, Antiques,

Iiembles, .

EBAY DROP C _

I.IVONIA '

CAN'I'ON

15700 Mlddlebeli 44125 Ford Road

room, they help everywhere in the build-
ing and even at home.”

She also told the board that the North
Central Accreditation process also has
been instrumental in the school’s success,
saying that it required her staff to “contin-
ue to look at our program and decide
where to focus our efforts most.”

“Thé district provided the leadership for
our building improvement and it played a
part in our success,” she added.

She also credited the writing team,
which put its “minds and hearts” intg
completing the 30-page application, .
which covered such thirigs as academic
achievement, school organization and cul-
ture and family and community partner-
ships,

The school also had to make adequate
yearly progress as required by the federal
No Child Left Behind law and have a
grade of A or B on the state’s )
EducationYES! school report card. Edison
received and A for the two years the report
card has been issued.

Wiiile the school was honored by the
district last week, it will have to wait until
April 7 for the state ceremony, Hastings
hopes that the students can be a part of it.

“It’s a wonderful thing and we're so
éxcited,” she said.

smason@oe homecomm.net | (734} 953-2112

r 6 candidates file for 2

seat on school board

Six candidates have tossed
their hats into the collective
ring for two seats on the
Livonia Public Schools Board
of Education.

Current members Daniel
Lessard and Cynthia M.,
Markarian face terms ending
June 30. Both have decided to
Tun in the election.

% This will be a first for
Markarian, who was appointed
to her post last spring once for-
mer board Vice President Terri
Godfroid-Marecki vacated the
seat to join Livonia’s City
Council.

Markarian has two children
in the district and works as vice
president of networks and user
services for DFCU Financial.

Lessard is a nine-year veter-
an of the Livonia Board of
Education. An active PTA
member and retired Michigan

Bell employee, he is currently

president of the Wayne County

~ Association of School Boards.

Also vying for their turn as
trustees will be: William C.
Fried, Christopher C.

YEAR-END N
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. Gutter Service, and is a father

. share new ideas with the

dent at Eastern Michigan
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Kaufman, Frank Kalinski and
Steve King.

Fried and King have both
run for a school board seat in ;
the past. '

Fried, a Livonia attorney, is a ;
married father of two who has
lived in Livonia since 1972. He
is a member of many civic
organizations in Livonia.

King, a teacher and coach, is
a Livonia resident and father of
four. He is founder and leader
of the band Steve ng and the
Dittilies.

Newcomer Kalinski owns his
own business, Frank’s Rain

|
|
of two students in the district. !
This is his first ventureina - 4
local election and would like to

board.
Kaufman is a full-time stu-

University and a freelance
graphic designer. A Livonia
resident, he said he’d like to see
more young people in politics.

By Stephanie A. Casola
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Man in police chase faces trial

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Romulus man will face
trial in Wayne County Circuit
Court amid allegations he led
Westland police on a chase
that topped 100 mph before he
crashed in Inkster.

William Edward James, 26,
faces trial after he waived his
right.to a preliminary hearing
Thursday in front of Westland
18th District Judge Gail

McKnight. James remains
jailed on a $100,000 cash
bond as he awaits trial on
charges of fleeing and eluding,
receiving and concealing stolen
property, and driving with a
suspended license.

In court Thursday,
McKrtight refused to reduce

. James’' bond and ordered him

locked up again after he
waived his hearing,
-James'is accused of driving a

* stolen 2003 Chrysler Concorde

Alert police officer

BY DARRELL CLEM
- STAFF WRITER

A Westland teenager who
has a 3-year-old’s mental
capacity was returned home
safely Thursday after he was
missing for three hours.

The 16-year-old boy’s disap-
pearanee resulted in Michigan
State Police issuing an Amber
Alert. .

Tt also prompted Westland
police to contact a Florida-
based organization - A Child Is

' Missing - that had the technol-
ogy to ring thousands of tele-
phories in the teen's neighbor-
hood to warn residents to
watch for him.

In the end, an alert Westland
police officer, Jeff Kavanaugh,
spotted the teenager walking.
near Wayne and Joy roads,
nearly two miles from his
home near Merriman and Joy.

“It was a happy ending,’
police Lt. James Ridener said.

The boy was reported miss-
ing about 8 a.m. Thursday. He

when, according to police, the
driver ignored a traffic light at
Newburgh and Cherry Hill
roads about 3 a.m. Saturday,
Jan, 29.

James is accused of leading
police on a chase that topped
100 mph along eastbound
Cherry Hill, ignoring red traf-
fic lights from Newburgh into
the city of Inkster.

In Inkster, the driver lost
control of the car and slammed
into a snow bank at Cherry

Hill and Central, police Sgt.
Steve'Borsch has said,

The car involved in the inci-
dent was stolen four days earli--
er in Highland Park, according

to police reports.
James is accused of trying to
escape on foot following the

. crash in Inkster, but police said

he was captured and arrested.
Police did not arrest a pas-.
senger in the vehicle.

dclem@oe homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110

spots missing teen

was wearing blue jeans and a
University of Michigan jacket
and cap, Ridener said.

Police, helped by volunteers
incjuding Westland firefight-~
ers, launched a search around
the north-end neighborhood
where the boy lives.
Authorities looked in back
vards and elsewhere as the
boy’s family became increas-
ingly concerned for his safety.

The boy also takes medica-
tion. After police contacted A
Child Is Missing, phone calls

initially went out 1o 1,500 to
2,000 residences, Ridener
sald

“An hour later it was. expand-
ed to a bigger area,” Ridener
said,

Ultimately, Kavanaugh
found the teenager, who was
returned to his family. The boy
told Kavanaugh that he was
walking to the Westland
Meijer store at Warren and
Newburgh, Ridener said.

dclem@sehomecomm.net | (734) 953-2110

Deputy chief helps nab suspect in locker theft

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

An off-duty Westland police
officer is credited in helping
Livonia Police nab a Waterford
man in connection with the

theft of wallets from the locker

room of the Livonia

Community Recreation Center.

Westland Deputy Police

"Chief Gary Sikorski was sitting
. in his truck near the building

and saw a commotion outside
the recreation center. He drove
his truck toward the suspect
which he hLield the suspect at
bay until Livonia officers
arrived to make the arrest.
Charles Robert Kurilik was

arraigned last Tuesday in
Livonia’s 16th District Court.
He was charged with one
count of larceny in a building,
a four-year felony. Since he had
prior larceny convictions, he
was also charged as a fourth-
time habitual offender, which -
could extend jail time if con-
victed.

Kurilik is being held in the
Wayne County Jail in lieu of a
$20,000 cash or sureties bond,
a court spokesman said.

The 26-year-old Waterford
man is not a member and
entered the recreation center
the morning of Feb. 6 without
paying the $13 daily rate for a
non-resident, police said.

24 hours a day.

CITY OF GARDEN CITY

To all residents and interested parties, The Council minutes will be
available for review on the internet at

www.oarde

You can access this information at the Garden City Library or City
Hall during regular Business hours or in the Police Station Lobby

i.or

ALLYSON M. BETTIS, Treasurer/City Clerk
Publish: January 18, 30, February 13, 20, March 6, 13, 20, 27 and April 10, 2006
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The suspect, wearing street
clothes, was spotted in the
men’s locker room at 10:40
a.m. by a 64-year-old man who
had his wallet stolen from a
locker in that room in April.

“He recognized the suspect
from that incident,” said
Livonia Sgt. Jeff Teeter. “He
quickly got dressed and con-
tacted someone from the recre-
ation center.”

‘When a center official
approached Kurilik, he quickly
ran out of the room and out
the facility doors. As the 64-
year-old man and center
staffers chased the man into
the parking lot, where Sikorski
cornered him.

“We're looking into his possi-
ble involvement in similar
crimes at the rec center and
other health clubs i in the area,”
Teeter said.

There are many recreation
center users who do not have
memberships such as those
attending recreation programs
and special events, said Tom
Murphy, assistant famhty man-
ager.

“There are some issues
regarding that,” Murphy said.
“Whenever we have an inci-
dent like this, we review things
and see what alterations we
can make.

dwest@oe homecomm.net | (734 953 2109

Couple receives Buddy's dinner

Donna and Leonard Perry of
Livonia were the first recipients
of a home-delivered Buddy’s
dinner in the Observer &
Eccentric and Buddy’s Random
Acts of Pizza Award. Robert
Jacobs, president 6f Buddy's
Pizza, and Wesley Pikula, vice
president, delivered pizza and
all the trimmings. The Perrys
were nominated by their grand-
daughter, Elizabeth Bugg.

Described as “the most car-
ing, and unselfish people I
know;” Bugg said, “although her
and my grandfather’s health, are
ailing, she always manages to
come through for those who
need her. Ever since my Mom
died six years ago, she takes care

of four of my vounger siblings,
on the weekends, so that my
stepfather can go to work. All
eight of my morm’s children have
lived with her at one point or
another in the last six years. I
just really think that she

* deserves a break.”

Tell us about your great '
neighbor, the new family down
the street or someone you think

" deserves a home-delivered pizza

dinner courtesy of Buddy’s
Pizza, Send nominations by e-
mail only to: Ken Abramczyk at
kabramezyk@oe.homecomm.ne
t.

Dinner includes pizza, salad,
Buddy bread, soft drinks and
table setting, -

Piarring for o b ooy

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FEBRUARY 28, 2005 '

'FOR THE RECORD L

DEATHS
c

" Ingrid V. Carney, of Fort Pierce,

Fia., formerly of Bloomfield Hills,
died Jan, 17,
Patrick J. Chandler, 61, of Auburn
Hills, died Feb. 1.
Mary M. Cirrincione, 88, of
Independence Twp., died Feb. 5,
D

Margaret Evelyn Davidsen (nee
Cripps), 87, formerly of Farmington
Hills, died Feb. 5.

Jeanette A. Dorvee, 76, of Redford
Twp.,-died Feb. 5.

Mildred C. Dunnigan, 86, of Shelby

Twp.; died Feb. 6.

G
Stephen M. Galida, 36, Coshocton,
Dhio, died Feb. 6.
H
Charles W. Heil, 67, died Feb. 10.
Daris Marion Hirzef died Feb. 8.
} J ,
Jessica Lynn Johnson, 22, of
Plymouth, died Feb. 7.
‘ L
Mary A. Lendzion, 80, of Rochester
Hills, died Feb, 4.
M
Helen F. Martens, 82, died Feb. é.
Amelia Dotores (Ruppersberg)
McKee, 90, of Troy, died Feb. 7.

Minnie Myers, 94, died Feb, 2.

P
Esther J. Parrott, 73, of Westland,
died Feb. 5.
S
Helen R. Smith, 100, of Rochester, -
died Feb. 1,
¥
Phillips Buick Van Dusen, 76, of
Chapei Hill, N.C., died Feb. 4.
Kenneth E. Vander¥en, of Livonia,
died Jan. 31.
W
John Hazen Wilson, 83, of
Plymouth, died Feb. 6.
Lena E. Wing, 93, of Rochester
Hills, died Feb. 1.

RECYCLING

Westland's Recycling Center,
iocated behind the Economic
Growth Center at 37095 Marquette,
is open all year for Westiand resi-
dents only.

" Hours of operation through March
31 are 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m, Saturday.
The center is closed on Sunday and
holidays year round,

The center accepts:

M Clean newsprint stacked neatly,
6+15 inches high, tied with twine, or
packed into paper bags. Papers
must be must be dry, no moid. NO
junk mail, catalogs, magazines or
phone books, office paper, comput-
er paper or cardboard accepted.

M Plastics (#1 or #2) drink jugs
and colored jaundry detergent-type
jugs (HDPE No. 2 and PET No. 1) that
are cieaned and washed out. No
lids, no plastic bags, no caustic
material (such as drain cieaner)
containers and no oil or antifreeze

. containers are accepted,

M Cans - aluminum (WON'T stick to
a magnet) cans only - no scrap
metal , out-of-state beverage cans
with no Michigan deposit. No foil or
foil containers, And meta (steel
that WiLL stick to a magnet) - in
cans (actuatly steei cans with tin
plating.) Rinse ciean, remove |abels,
remove both ends and fiatten to
save room in the dumpster, No
paint, aerosof cans or scrap metal.

9 Used motor oil (Friday or
Saturday drop-off anly). Containers

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Fccentric
Newspapers.

Complete paid obituaries can be
faund inside today's Observer Life
section in Passages onpage C5.

are to be taken and reused. Used
motor oil will not be coliected dur-
ing the winter months. It may be
brought into.the Transfer Site-on-

Friday and Saturday only during the - - -

hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m,
M Batteries (automotive, watch,

" camera, hearing aid, lithium ot Ni-

Cad batteries) are accepted.
Flashfight type dry celt batteries,
watch batteries, camera batteries,
hearing aid batteries, Ni-Cad bat-
teries and automotive batteries at
the Recycling Center Only. There
also are battery receptacles locat-
ed at the following City buildings
for all batteries except automotive:
City Hali, senior Friendship Center,
Westland Public Library, Dorsey
Center, Westland Cabte TV and Fire
Station No. 5

M Glass botties and jars washed

¢clean with labels removed. Remove .

lids and metat rings (put in metal
bin). No plate glass, ceramics
{mugs, plates, etc.), Pyrex cook-
ware, Mr. Coffee pots, dirty contain-
ers with food left in them and fiir-

rors. No yard, medical or hazardous

waste is accepted at the center. For
hazardous waste disposal, contact
the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality at (800)
662-9278,

KEEPING IN TOUCH

City of Westiand

Mayor's Office ~ (734) 467- 3200 e
mail mayor@®ci.westland.mi.us

18th District Court - (734) 595-
8720

Assessment - (734) 467-3160, e-

mail assessor@ciwestiand.mi.us”

Building Department - (734) 467-
3210, e-mail
building@ci.westland.mi.us .
CATV/Community Relations - (734)
467-3198, e-mail cabletv@ci.west-
land.mi.us

City Attorney - (734) 4215510, &~

mait
|nqulry@plakasandassoc:ates com

City Clerk - (734) 467-3185, e-mail -

clerksofc@ci.westland.mi.us

M Eiections and Vital Records ~
734-467-3187, e-mail
clerksofc@ci.westland.mi,us

B Zoning Board of Appeals - (734)
467-3186, e~mail clerksofc®ci.west-
land.mi.us

Community Development - (734}
595-0288

Downtown Development Authority
- (734) 467-3220, e-mail
info@westtand-dda. com
Engineering Division ~ (734) 467-
3239

Finance - (734) 467-3172, e-mai}
finance@ci.westiand.mi.us

W Management Infarmation
Systems (734) 467-7952

B Purchasing (734) 467-3204, e-
mail purchasing@ciwestland.mi.us

S

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Garden City Council will
hold a Public Hearing at the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road,
‘Garden City, Michigan on February 28, 2005 at 7:25 p.m. regard:ng
the proposed use of Community Development Block Grant Funde.
The following projects are being proposed for the use of these
federal funds for the period beginning July 1, 2005:

OBJECTIVES:

A) To provide the benefits of using CDBG funding directly to
peraons of low and moderate income andfor areas where 51
percent of the residents are of low and moderate income.

B) To facilitate and/or support private re-investment and
development within the City of Garden City.

C) To reduce negative environmental impacta.

D) To conserve and improve housing.

E) To maintain a high level of performance in the management of
CDBG and non-federally funded programs, while ot‘fsettmg
administrative costs to the General Fund.

F) Toimprove public facilities.

ESTIMATED ALL.OCATION POTENTIAL PROJECTS

Public Facilities Improvements (including the

removal of architéctural barriers to accessibility;

$109,850

ADA improvements}
$25,350 Public Service Activity (Funding for Senior
‘ Center Coordinator; 15% of Total Allocation)
| $16900  CDBG Administration (10% of Total Allocation)
$16.900° * Planning (10% of Total Allocation)
’ $169,000 Total Proposed Allocation (Estimate)

10% of all Lien Repayments go toward administration costs of the
housing rehab program, and overall cost of admmzstratmn of the
CDBG program.

Everyone is encouraged to comment on the potent1a1 projects listéd
above or suggest other projects, ;

All documentation regarding the CDBG program is available at t]ie
Community Development Dept. 6000 Middiebelt Road, Garden Cxty,
Michigan 48135, (734) 793. 1663 :

ALLYSON M. BETTIS
Treasurer/City Clerk

Posted: February 13, 2005
Publish: February 13, 2005
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' CITY OF GARDEN CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FEBRUARY 28, 2005

Pl e nther e

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Garden City Council will
hold a Public Hearing at the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road,
Garden City, Michigan on February 28, 2005 at 7:20 p.m. regarding
the proposed reprogramming of 2004 Community Development
Block Grant Funds.

OBJECTIVES: _

-A} To provide the benefits of using CDBG funding directly to
persons of low and moderate income and/or areas where 51
percent of the residents are of low and moderate income,

B) To facilitate and/or support private (re) investment and
development within the City of Garden City.

C) To reduce negative environmental impacts.

D} To conserve and improve older housing.

E) To maintain a high level of performance in the management of 1

CDBG and non-federally funded programs, while offsettmg .
administrative costs to the General Fyund. -
. F) 'To improve publicly cwned facilities.

ALLOCATION RE-PROGRAM FROM RE-PROGRAM TOWARD
$120,000 ADA Compliance at the Réhabilitation of the
Maplewood :
City Park Pool-house..  Senior Center
*Misc. City-wide -
e ADA updates
$12,000  Planning # T
: *Alternate Projects’
$132,000 Tota ammi

The public is éncouraged to comment on the potential projectsw 1

listed above or suggest other projects.

Documentation is availble to the public for v1ew1ng Contact Gary.. VJ i o
6000 Mlddlebelt Road, |’

Palmer, Community Development Dir,
Garden City, Michigan 48135, (734) 793- 1663

ALLYSON M. BETTIS

Posted: February 13, 2005 Treasurer/C1ty Clerk

LR
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Publish: February 13, 2006 A
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Girl Scouts reach out,

Three local Girl Scouts have received the
highest honor possible for their accomplish-

ments in community service.

Megan Malinowski, a Stevenson senior, Kelly
Mishowski, a Franklin senior, and Christine
Swan, a Franklin senior, have all received Gold
Awards, the highest honor in Girl Scouting. All

are in Troop 713.

Malinowski of Livonia helped kindergariners
get in shape while completing her 64-hour serv-
ice project, called Kindergartners Learn

Balancing Act.

She built balancing boards for 10 kinder-
garten classrooms and assembled crates filled
with bean bags, hula hoops, jump ropes and
playground balls. The exercises, Malinowski
explained, will help improve the kindergartners’
balance as well as their mental focus.

Malinowski plans to attend Central Michigan
to pursue a career in athletic training/physical

education.

Kelly Mishowski of West]and completed 50

earn

Gold AWards

the cause.

Megan Malinowski, Kelly Mishowski and Christine Swan all
earned their Gold Awards, the hlqhethonur in Girl
Scouting. Ali are in Troop T13. /

than 100 refurbished phones J‘vere donated to

Swan'’s project, Myself and/ Others, focused on

hours of service for her project, Cell Phones girls.

Fighting Domestic Violence. Seeing the need for
wireless phones as a weapon against domestic
violence, Mishowski held a seminar with visiting
experts of the field who talked about the ways to
recognize and deal with domestic violence. She
also held a wireless phone drive where more

somethmg intangible - self-esteem in young

She completed 56 hours of service and held an
overnighter for 47 girls, Activities aimed at
boosting self esteem included craft projects, role
playing and mini-workshops. Swan, who lives in
Livonia, plans to study home economics educa-
tion at Schoolcraft College.

FEST

FROM PAGE A1

who are high school age may
enter the contest, regardless of
whether they live in the
Wayne-Westland or Livonia
school district.

“They have to be willing to
be part of the parade and the
entire festival,” Tesner said.
~ “They need to know that they
have to be a part of their com-
munity”

Organizers plan to bring in
more carnival rides than in
previous years, particularly for
teens and adults.

“The carnival is going tc be
the biggest we've ever had,”
Mehl said. “There will be more
rides”

In other festival news:

H The fireworks display will
start shortly after 10 p.m. on
the Fourth of July, capping the
six-day festival.

B Bands will perform nightly
on stage. And, although the
lineup hasn’t been announced,
Mehl said, “we've got some
very good entertainment com-
ing in”

B Parade organizers are ask-
ing those who plan to partici-
pate to sign up as soon as pos-
sible. Call Jeannie Cox at (734)
722-6979. .

B Anyone who wants to join

the arts and crafts show should .

call Gale Chaudoin at (734
994-0450. .

M Food vendors who want to
set up concessions are urged to
call Sue Haslacker at (734)
425-68072,

8 To get involved in the Miss

© Westland pageant, call Lisa

Tesner at (734) 658-8088,

Participants should be 16 to 21
years old.

B The festival also needs vol-
unteers to help with such tasks
as security, maintenance and
clean-up efforts. Call (734)
261-5955.

The festival committee is
independent from the city and
raises its 6wn money to throw
the annual party. City officials
don't budget any money for the
event, although the city pro-
vides such services as police
officers and paramedics, as
needed.

Mehl remains hopeful that
this year’s festival will be the
best yet, ,

“It’s the biggest thing that
the city does,” he said. “It’s an
opportunity for everybody in
the city to enjoy themselves at
a minimal expense.”

delem@oa. homecomm.net § {734) 953-210

DEHART

FROM PAGE Al

“I think things have gone
very well,” Pickering said.
“There was no step missed
once she took office.”

As council president, he said,’

“my relationship with Eileen is

pretty much the same as when..
Nancy was clerk. It's been a
very good working relation- .
ship, and the transition was
VEry easy.’

Resident Georgia Becker,
who campaigned to make the
clerk’s job an elected position,
said she believes that she and
others did the right thing.

“I think things have worked
out fine. I think Eileen is doing
a good job,” Becker said. -

DeHart took office making
$50,000, while other depart-
ment heads made $84,035.
Even before it was known who
would win the clerk’s election
in 2003, the Local Officials
Compensation Commission,
which sets salaries for elected
officials, had gutted the clerk’s
pay.

Some viewed it as punitive
toward voters for making the
job an elected position. But

LOCC member Joe Eadeh, who _

had suggested an even lower
salary of $25,000, said he and
others worried that an elected

clerk might not even be quali-
fied for the job.

“Eileen has answered those
concerns,” said Eadeh, who,
along with other LOCC mem-
bers, recently boosted DeHart’s
salary to $84.035.

“The clerk’s job is a very
intricate job. It’s very detailed,
and I wasn't sure if somebody
being elected would be able to
do the job properly or what
obstacles they would run into,”
:Eadeh said, “The clerk is the
keeper of all city records, What
Eileen has shown is that some-
one can come in and learn fast

"and take the helm and run with

it” :
Itis tellmg that DeHart has
won accolades from her one-
time political rivals. When
Cicirelli won her mayoral race
in 2001, DeHart had cam-
paigned that political season
for Cicirelli’s opponent,
Richard LeBlanc. DeHart
would have served as LeBlanc’s
deputy mayor.

Cicirelli confirmed that she
and DeHart have long moved
past any political differences
they had.

LeBlane, too, has commend-
ed the job DeHart has done,
saying she has performed so
skillfully that he would no
longer support any outside
contractual help for her office.

“She has done 4 great job,”
LeBlanc said during a recent

council session.

Just last week, DeHart
announced that she will now
have extended office hours -
until 7 p.m. - on the nights tha
the council has its business
meetings. That would typically
be the first and third Monday
of each month, except on holi-
days.

“I just want to make the -

. clerk’s office more user-friendl
for people,” DeHart said. “A lot
of people work until 5 (p.m.)
and can’t get here before the
office closes.”

It’s that kind of initiative tha
has won praise for the city’s
first voter-elected clerk.

“T am pleasantly surprised at
how smoothly things have
gone,” Eadeh said, “I think the
fears I had are no longer

. around. It has gone more
smoothly than some pecple
expected, including myself”

dclem®oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
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Doctor Nagler's
Super-Saver Injection Program

LOSE 5-10 POUNDS THIS WEEK
20 POUNDS THIS MONTH
‘ $199" Enroliment $65/Week

734.422.8040

= mmu TIAAL260% Livonle, M) 48154
' ~ New Topaméx and Zonagran stop sweet and starch cravings.

» §injections

» Prescription Medication
-+ Doctor Visjt

» No Other Charges

WEBRER 16311 MEddishon
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* 1st and 2nd mortgages
* Business Loans

¢ Personal Loans

* Threatening Creditors -
* Gamished Wages

Start the New Year Fresh.

success. Even if you had

of low interest rate loans.

Apply now and get your credit back on track!
: 1-877-280-2082

SPE@’E&@M MME‘ 8@&@“@%8

Get back on the road of

credit problems in the
past or have no credit
history, take advantage

DEDEFIS71

USDA GRADE A

Sold as Roast Onty

Fresh Cut - Lean
PORK SPARE RIBS

FROM QUR DELI
Sahlen’s OvenRoas’ced

HISTORY

> FROM PAGE Al

faced circumstances that have
i been placed upon us in order

to break us down,” McClain

! said.

Despite slavery and racism,
“African-Americans have made
great contributions to
American society and to the
world as a whole,” he said, “We
will continue to be a positive
influence, regardless of what

* we've come through. We're still

standing, and we're still
strong.”

As a segue to his address,
MecClain will show a video that

he taped in 1895 while he was
doing mission work for two
weeks in Nigeria. The video
will be accompanied by African
music. .

The Feb. 27 program, which
is free, will start with a one-
hour reception. Those attend-
ing will be able to view African
artifacts such as spears, shields.
and masks, Williams said.

“It will be very colorful,” she
said. “Some of the women will
be wearing African clothing.”

This marks the second year
that the Southeast Westland
Homeowners Association and
the NAACP have sponsored a
Black History Month program
at the William P. Faust Public

Library of Westland.

Last year, organizers placed
African artifacts in library dis-
play cases throughout the .
month. This year, however, the
cases already had been
reserved.

“We’ll do that again next
year, Williams said,

Organizers chose to schedule
the program on a Sunday to
give more people an opportu-
nity to attend on a day when
fewer of them have to work.

“Sunday is a good day forit,”
Williams said. “People can go
to the program after church.”

dclem@®oe homecomm.nat | (734} 953-210

ROSE BOWL

FROM PAGE A1
Noeyack plays percussion and
the bassoon.

The two students were invit-
ed to audition for the band.
Both sent in letters of recom-
mendation. Dwyer also sent in
a DVD of her performance
while Noeyack had to send a
VHS tape. They found out they
were accepted in April 2004,

“Thousands of students
received the letter in the mail,
50 10 be accepted was an
honor,” said Dwyer..

*Everyone wanted to be
there because first they had to
pay a lot to be there, and every-
one showed they wanted to be
there,” added Noeyack.

BOA sent band members a
DVD with information on the
marching style and commands
that would be used and fitness
routine as well as the music so
they could memorize it in
advance of actual rehearsals
the week before the parade. In
late November, they sent BOA
a tape showing them perform-
ing the music from memory.

“They wanted us to be in
shape for & 57-mile march,”
said Noeyack. “I can say that
no one in the drum line
dropped out even though we
had to carry 60 pounds of
drums.”

“They wanted students that
were going to be self-motivat-
ed, student who were going to
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accomplish what they wanted
without cracking the whip,”
said band director Scott
Cramer. “I have the top stu-
dents here in band and the
tops in academics, so to have
an honor band, you have the
cream of the crop.”

. The Honor Band was the
largest such national band ever
assembled and the first to
appear in a national parade in
more than a decade. The band
had 330 members from 217
high schools in 42 states.
Dwyer and Noeyack were two
of 13 students from Michigan
who were selected for the
band.

SOUNDS OF MUSIC

In all, the band had 245
woodwinds, 33 percussionists,
& 45-member flag corps and
dance team, one vocalist, one
keyboard player and five drum
majors. George Parks, director
of the University of
Massachusetts Minuteman
Marching Band, was the direc-
tor. ‘

Dwyer left for California on .
Dec. 26 and Noeyack a day
later. The temperature was in
the mid-60s, but most of the
time it rained, They practiced
eight hours a day to prepare for
the parade.

“No one was negative, [ did-
n’t hear one negative com-
ment,” said Noeyack of the gru-
eling rehearsals. “We were
tired a lot, but not tired of

doing it

It wasn’t all work, however. ]
Band members did find time to
have lunch and shop on the
Santa Monica Pier, see the
parade floats being made and
perform at Disneyland.

“We spent the whole day
there performing,” said Dwyer.
“We played by Tom Sawyer
Island. Someone said that the
people ran to hear us, That day
they had a full park. It was so
full, they had to close the park”

While it was an honor to be a
part of the band, it was, as
Noeyack said, costly. Each stu-~
dent had to pay $1,280 and
that didn’t include airfare to
the West Coast. And for an
additional $90, they could buy
their Honor Band uniform
jacket to keep.

But what they came away
with was, as the MasterCard
colnmercial says, priceless.

“I made a lot of friends, alot
who want to try out for drum
corps,” said Noeyack, who had
roommates from Indiana and
Kentucky. “You spend seven-
eight days with them and then
you leave and never see them
again, but I think I'll stay in
touch with the drummer from
Warren.”

“It was truly amazing work-
ing with people from across the
country,” added Dwyer. “I still
talk online with my friends. [
love them, they were the great-
est people” :
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Granholm, Legislature need
to do something - anything

Whatever you think about the dramatic pro-
posals Gov. Jennifer Granholm put forth in her
State of the State speech, perhaps the most
politically significant thing about them is that
she has — for the first time — committed her
administration to a major stand on the state’s
future.

The Democratic governor offered a complex
package that includes asking the voters this fall

to approve a $2 billion bond
proposal aimed at creating
72,000 jobs. She also
announced, among other
things, a massive $800 million
set of public works projects
that she said would create
another 36,000 jobs.

She also ‘announced signifi-
cant reforms in the state’s con-
troversial Single Business Tax,
though she stopped short of
doing what many expected her

* to do -- get rid of it, period.
And she added a few other proposals, including
a new $4,000 merit scholarship for successful -
college juniors.

Republicans, as expected, denounced her
plans as, in the words of Senate Majority Leader
Ken Sikkema, “debt today and debt tomorrow.”
Democrats, who don’t control either house of
the Legislature, were somewhere between cau-
tiously supportive and wildly enthusiastic that
their governor at last was behaving like both a
governor and a Democrat.

Whatever one thinks of her ideas, the gover-
nor has, for the first time since her election in
2002, put forth an agenda. Though much has
been made of her status as Michigan’s first
woman governor, the dirty little secret she is
widely regarded as the weakest chief executive
Michigan has had since the 1940s.

Though widely expected to win by a landslide,
she barely prevailed over a weak opponent, and
has behaved with considerable timidity ever
since. Last year, a Republican leader told me
with. a tight little smile that his party didn’t real-
ly mind very much having Jennifer Granholm as
governor, Sure, she might nominate a few judges
they didn’t like but, as they saw it, she had no
agenda, and since the GOP had large majorities
irrboth houses of the Legislature, they felt they
could get what they wanted through, perhaps
with a little bit of trimming at the margins. .

. .But in fact, what has happened since she took
the oath more than two years ago Iargely has
been political drift, in which the lawmakers’

Jack
Lessenberry &

N

chief preoccupation has been to try to finesse a
state budget that seems to be perpetually out of
balance by $1 billion a year,

"Twenty-two years ago, a new governor named
Jim Blanchard took office facing a fiscal crisis
that was as bad or worse, and spent his political
capital temporarily raising the state income tax.
That solved the crisis, and the tax was lowered
again as promised, but Democrats lost the state
Senate as a result.

Eight years later, Repubhcan John Engler
took over and begin slashing, burning and cut-
ting programs that had been seen as sacrosanct.
There was much screaming, but he prevailed
and was re-elected twice by landslides.

But Granholm has proposed nothing of the
sort, and both parties have shrunk from tackling

- the core issue. Instead, it’s been all about the
death of a thousand cuts. Those who understand
higher education are openly worried that the
whittling-down process will soon seriously dam-
age the university system, and with it Michigan’s
future ability to compete.

While both parties will privately admit the
state’s budget system is massively and struc-
turally flawed, nobody has had the courage to
tackle reforming it. Nor will anyone say the
words that everyone believes, but regards as

“politically fatal: You get what you pay for.

Right now, Michigan isn’t getting anywhere.
The state is drifting downward economically;
tied with Alaska for the nation’s worst unem-
ployment rate.

But will the governor's proposals, which
sound like a combination of Silicon Valley and
Franklin Roosevelt, work? Do they have a
chance of being enacted by the Republican
Legislature? Bill Ballenger, publisher of Inside
Michigan Politics and a respected political
handicapper, says it is dicey.

“She told the Republicans not to just pass the
‘zood stuff” — the parts they liked — and send it
to her, but I think that's exacily what they will
do, and dare her to veto it,” said the pundit, him-
self a former state senator.

History suggests that the odds of getting the
voters to approve a new spending scheme in a
special off-off-year election are not good.

Yet there is a risk for the GOP, too. If the
Michigan Legislature refuses to enact any of her
agenda, the governor will certainly run next year
against the “do-nothing Republicans” who, she
will say, played politics while Michigan’s econo-
my burned.

Jack Lessenberry is editoriaf vice president of HomeTown
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Michigan's political leaders
need to put state above party

Politics is fun. Government is work.
Anyone watching Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s

State of the State address could see that politics

is alive and well. Government doesn’i have a
chance.

In the words of state Sen.
Laura Toy, R-Livonia,
Michigan is a leaking boat, the
proverbial Titanic after run-
ning smack into the iceberg.
Officially, the state is tied with
Alaska for the nation’s highest
unemployment rate.

The state struggles every
year with its depleted treasury
to maintain its constitutionally
mandated balanced budget
and vital services. Every year,
the state kicks its financial problems down the
road to municipal governments, school dlstncts :
and state universities.

‘While the rest of the nation’s economy seems
to be on the rise, Michigan remains stuck.

Sen. Toy and Sen. Michael Bishop, R-
Rochester, came to the Observer on Monday to
present some of their proposals for investing in
the life sciences and other technology to get
Michigan back on track, Bishop has abill to
provide tax credits to reduce loss risk for “angel
investors” who will provide funding for innova-
tive ideas. Toy is proposing a package of ideas to
support a “development pipeline” that would
bring together public and private investment.

On the same day the governor was getting a
chill from the Republicans in the legislature,
President Bush was at the Detroit Economic
Club to tout his new budget, which includes
some deep Medicaid cuts that will only exacer-
bate the state’s problems.

He told assembled business leaders that the
time for debate over his budget should be over.
Opponents are equally sure the real debate has-
n't even begun.

Granholm came out swinging Tuesday night
with a bold proposal to launch a $2 billion bond
issue to pay for various programs to encourage
high tech development in the state. She also
proposed expansive public works projects to
provide employment and improve the state’s
infrastructure. And she ventured into the -
treacherous waters of school consolidation and
changes in the Merit Scholarship. These were
bold gestures from a governor who hasn't been a
well spring of original ideas in her first two
years.

If you watched the speech, you know that a
part of the audience rose regularly to give the
governor a round of applause. A larger part of
the audience didn’t. They fiddled with their fin-
gers, or gave a tepid little tea-party hand tap or
squirmed miserably,

Everyone rose when reminded that Michigan
is the greatest state in the union, when lauding
our military and when deploring Hollywood sex

Hugh

Gallagher E

and viclence. Otherwise, it was definitely an
organized Republican snub.

Apparently some Republicans have also felt
snubbed. Sen. Toy said Monday that in two .
years she has never been invited to Gov, o
Granholm’s office, :

“Engler used to call us in quite a bit, both
sides of the aisle, and I have yet to be called into
Gov. Granholm’s office to ask what my position |
is on an issue,” Toy said. “We have to be inciu- |
sive, we have to work together I hear her talk 11:,
bnt I don't see her walk it.” _

On Tuesday, the state got to see the GOP neij- .
ther walk the walk or talk the talk. S

In offering a “rebuttal” to the governor, a
decidedly sour-faced Sen. Ken Sikkema, the
Repnblican majority leader, and this year’s
Speaker Craig DeRoche could find nothing but -
doom and gloom and hard times (high taxes) for
the state’s “job providers.” It was also obvious
that they were already looking ahead to next
year’s gubernatorial race and a governor who's
even more vulnerable if they do nothing. (And
since the bond proposal requires a two-thirds
majority to get it on the ballot, you can forget
that idea,)

Meanwhile, we still have the nation’s highest
unemployment rate; many more have long since
given up looking for work; many who once
depended on Medicaid to supplement inade-
quate or non-existent health insurance are
doing without; our local governments, schools
and universities are struggling to find more
ways to cut on top of cuts, which adds to the
unemployment problem; high tech industries
are going to other states; and the state’s infra-
structure problems grow worse. ;

Politics is how things get done, It is necessa.ry
to debate ideas, pare away at the details, com-
promlse

* Maybe Sens. Bishop and Toy have some good
ideas.

Maybe the governor has some good ideas. .

But now is the time to get down to the busi- -
ness of government and work through those
ideas, :

The devil, of course, is in the details, as pre-
sented Thursday in Granholm’s budget propos-
al. This is the time to debate those details, dis- -
cuss the practical merits and demerits of those .-
proposals without automatically rejecting them ..
because there’s an election two years away and -,
it’s just possible for the GOP to win control of
everything. -

Michigan can't wait through two more years
of inaction and bickering because we have a
Republican legislature and a Democratic gover- :
not. It’s time both parties talked the talk and
walked the walk.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at

‘hgaitagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734) 953- 2149

or by fax at (734) 591-7279.
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Wayne Memorial seeks
distinguished alumni

‘Wayne Memorial High School
will continue its tradition of
awarding a “Distinguished
Alumni” medal to a former
graduate during this year’s
commencement ceremony on
June 4.

“We have had many out-
standing people graduate from
Wayne Memorial,” said
Principal Lorri MacDonald.
“Many graduates have con-
tributed significantly to the
betterment of society on a
local, state, national or interna-
tional level.

“The Distinguished Alumni
Award is our way of honoring
an outstanding graduate on an
annual basis.”

This award has become a
part of the annual commence-
ment ceremony of Wayne
Memorial High School. Each
winner is awarded a medal

inscribed with the official
school seal.

“This is an opportunity for
our current graduating class to
hear first hand from a former
alumnus who has made his or
her mark on society;”
MacDonald said.

The most difficult task is
locating the distinguished
alumni. For that reason, Wayne
Memorial is asking the com-
munity to help.

If any memniber of the com-
munity would like to nominate
a Wayne Memorial High
School graduate, contact; Mary
Huber, secretary to the princi-
pal, at Wayne Memorial High
School, 3001 Fourth St,,
Wayne, M1 48184, or call her at
(734) 419-2206,

Nominations are due by
March 14. The winner will be
announced in May.

" ADAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL HONORROLL

Named to the honor roll at
Adams Middle Schoo} for the
second marking period of the
2004-2005 school year were:

Ayatte Abulawi, Keith Adams,
Alexandra Akers, Selina Aidred, Nazrel
Alexander, Angela Altimus, D'Vonteono
Anderson, Sergio Anderson, Ashley
Antonelli, Paris Arnold, Paul Austin,
Amber Backstrom, Caitlin Badrak,
Shirelle Bailey, Matthew Baker, Michael
Batdwin, Ryan Bartz, Mintoria Battle,
Samantha Bawcum, Crystal-Car
Beneteay, Jimmel Bennett.

Jacob Black, Colfeen Blake, Terrion
Blakely, Christopher Blevins, Robert
Bono, Maryann Boogern, Daniefle
Boston, Deanna Boston, James Boyce,
Erika Boyington, Alex Brasii, Abbie
Brewer, Trevor Britton, David Brooks,
Dajuarné Burton, Antwain Calloway,
Vincent Calmeyin, Arlene Carter,
Kimberly Chau, Kristine Chdu, Melissa
Chestnut, Lindsay Chmiel.

Nathaniel Clendennin, Taylor
Colernan, Amanda Cook, Krystle
Crandall, Kayleigh Crummey, Daisy
Cruz, Mariah Cryderman, William
Cunningham, Kya Cathrel Cupine,
Chelsea Davis, Christine Davis,
Dartanian Dixon, Brandon
Dombrowski, Shito Donner, Alyssa
Draper, Hayley Dunn, Sadie Earnest,
Joshua Farmer, Travis Fontana, John
Foote.

Matthew Foss, Jessica Fulton, Treng .

Fuiton, Ryan.Gabrial; Berek Galvan,”
Jacob Gates, Stephen Gearhart,
Zachary Girouard, Rebecqa Giufiano,
Scott Goodchild, Stanley Gorsuch,
Morgan Grieg, Brittney Grubbs, Emity
Hackney, Lauren Hainley, Amber
Harding, Jessie Harris, Ramsey Hart,
Zachary Hawkins, Chelsea Hildebrand,
Daniet Hill, Joshua Hubbard,
~Janessa Hudsan, Elysia Huertas,
Senia Huertas, Kata Huff, Brooklyn
IsheHl, Jessica Jasinski, {lifton
Jahnson, Jennifer Johnson; Ryan
Jahnson, Sarah Johnson, Brandie
Jones, Jimmy Kassis, Donald Keiper,

Samantha Kilburn, Thomas Killen, Jory
King, Lauren Kommer, Shane Kommer,
Taylor Krohn, Charles Kuder, C.J, Kulas.

Krystal Lancaster, Christon Landfair,
Anthony Larson, Shauni Laturneau,
Katelynn Lefler, lan Letelfier, Joshua
Letillier, Morgan Levis, Tad Lloyd,
Kassandra Lodge, Julia Longevitle,
Briana Lucas, Brittney Malloy, Lynn
Mathew, Kevin McCartney, Jessica
McClue, Michael McCollum, Alyssa
McGeorge, Stephen McNamara, Robert
McQuillen, Sarah Metropoulos,

Kyle Michael, Chelsea Mitler,
Matthew Mills, Nicholas Milis, Chelsea
Morneau, Cory Mullins, Andrew Neino,
Chantell Nolden, Tara G'Neil, Melissa
Qestreich, Ashley Omey, Amber
0'Rourke, Melissa Orteiz, Hannah
Paimer, Joshua Palmer, Daniel Parent,
Shannon Parker, Anthony Patania,
Mark Pattersan, Kristen Peck, Brenda
Perales, Anastasia Peters,

Marcus Petri, Samuel Phillips,
Brandi Pietruszka, Sade Pitts, Hannah
Plumley, Matthew Polchlopek, Shanice
Pope, Angela Potter, Eric Puschak,
Chloe Pyne, Branden Ralph, Sean
Raney, Cody Reed, Miranda Reichow,
Jason Rice, Shalin Roberts, Demetrius
Robinson, Brittany Roden, Enrique
Romuio, Emily Rudy, Luther Rush,
Mélanie Sampson, Leah Savage.

Kaily Scott, James Serman, Mark
Shiemke, Billy Shiliingburg, Jalisa
Simmons, Custis Simpson, Gabrielle

“Smith,Jacob Smith, Jessica Smith,

John Soltis, Louis Sopo, Kayla Sparks
Khiry Sparks, Kristina Sparks, Khiry
Sparks, Brandie Bishop-Stacker,
Gabrieife Swetlik, Hannah Szyszkowski,
Chelsey Tabot, Cheallsey Tapper, Tiana
Tatum, Cherish Taylor.

Danyelle Terry, Amanda Thieleman,
Jason Trahey, Zachary Tykoski,
Margaret VanDyke, Thomas Wade,
Michae! Waiker, Dustin Wehb, Carla
Werimert, Edward West, Makayla
Williams, Shane Wilson, Brianna Winn,
Michae! Woodby, Cassondra Woods,
Robert Woodson, Natalie Yambrich,
Shawn Zander and Dina Zumbro.

=y

Open House

. 8t. Mary Catholic School in
‘Wayne is holding an open
house for families interested in
enrolling children in the K-8
program,

The open house will be 9
a.m. to 2 p.m, at the schaol,
34516 Michigan Ave., Wayne,
and will be held on conjunc-
tion with the all-school science
fair.,

Teachers and staff will be
there to answer questions, the
student council will offer tours
and registration information
will be available. For more
information, call the school at
9734) 721-1240,

Tuning up

The Wayne Memorial High
School and John Glenn High
School Instrumental Music
Programs will present the
annual Festival Preview
Concert at 6:30 p.m,
Wednesday, Feb. 23, in the
Stockmeyer Auditorium at
Wayne High, Glenwood east of
Wayne Road.

Scheduled to perform is the
John Glenn Symphony Band
and Symphony Orchestra, the
Wayne Memorial Concert
Band 9, Concert Band,
Symphony Band and
Symphony Orchestra.

Enjoy an exciting evening of
music! The concert is free.

Going for gold

Time to get your toddlers in
shape.

The Westland Parks and
Recreation Department will
once again sponsor the
Nursery School Olympics 10
a.m. to noon Saturday, March
5, at the Bailey Recreation
Center, 36651 Ford.

Tots will be able to compete
in 18 different events, includ-
ing the Marshmallow Shot Put,
the Toddler Trot, the I-Did-
A-Rod Hurdles and Obstacle
Course.

Every child will receive a cer-
tificate of participation To be
able to have enough time to

compete in all the events, chil-"

dren should register before
11:30 a.m. For more informa-

PLACES AND FACES

tion, call (734) 7227620.

The Nursery School
Olympics is sponsored by the
Westland Civitan Club, Dad’s
Athletic Club of Westland,
Westland Youth Assistance,
Westland Jaycees and Praise
Chapel. Additional donations
have been made by Kroger and
Rocker Soccer.

Toy show

The Westland Rotary Club
will host a toy show 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Sunday, March 6, at Joy
Manor, 28999 Jay, east of
Middlebelt.

The show will feature new
and antique toys, collectibles,
Beanie Babies, action figures,
die cast toys, slot and model
cars, Matchbox, Hot Wheels
and more. There also will be
50/50 raffles and drawings for
door prizes.

Show admission is $3 for
adults with children under age
12 free, Proceeds will support
Rotary charities,

Table space is available at
$30 per table and is available
by writing to Westland Rotary
Toy Show, 6600 Burnly,
Garden City, M1 48135. For
more information, call Mary
McGaw at (734) 748-8515,

Women's health

Garden City Hospital is
sponsoring a free lecture series
by women's health specialist
Dr. Chadi Haddad.

The series, which kicks off
on Tuesday, Feb. 15, will
address specific topics in
women’s health care, such as
birth control, hormone
replacement therapy and other
important health concerns,

Space is limited, so register

"in advance, For further infor-

mation or to make a reserva-
tion, call Garden City
Hospital's Community Services
department at (734) 458-
4330.

Euchre tournament

The Village of Westland is
hosting its first Enchre
Tournament for seniors age 62
and older at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 19, at the senior
community, 32001 Cherry Hill

between Merriman and Venoy,
Westland. There is no fee,
however, space is limited and
reservations must be made by
Feb. 15 by calling (734) 762-
8926. Pinochle and Bridge
players are welcome for open
card games.

Free seminar

William Gramzow, an

" advanced planning counselor

and funeral director with R.G.

- & G.R. Harris Funeral Home,

will conduct a funeral planning
seminar at Westland
Convalescent Center on
Thursday, March 10.

The seminar will be 2:30-
4:30 p.m. at the convalescent
center 36137 'W. Warren,
between Wayne Road and
Central City Parkway in
Westland.

Gramzow will cover such
funeral planning topics as
funéral prearrangement plan-
ning, how to select a funeral
home and understanding
Medicaid and SSI as it relates
to funeral planning.

The public is invited to
attend the free seminar. Call
Judy Bianchi at (734) 728-

6100 to sign up for the special -

event,

Night Off

Parents looking for an
evening out should circle
Friday, April 22, and June 3.

Those nights the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department, the Westland
Jaycees and Hoops Stars
Basketball and Academic
Tutoring will offer Parents’
Night Off.

Parents can leave their chil-
dren at the Bailey Recreation
Center 6-10 p.m, both evenings
and enjoy a night out while the
kids enjoy a pizza dinner
{chips and a beverage includ-
ed) and two activities, The
choices include basketball,

cheerleading, math games and

arts and crafts, and kids can
choose the same activity for
both sessions.

The event is for chlldren in
first through eighth grades and
cost $20 for one child per
night off or $35 per child for

e

both. Reglster by April 19 for m
the first night off and by May =
30 for the June 30 program at
the Bailey Recreation Center,
3351 Ford.

For more information, call -
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268

In concert

Another date to remember i§
May 18, That’s when the oaik
Brigham Young University -
Singers wil] perform in concert ;
at Wayne Memorial High
School. .

Tickets go on sale;
March L

\‘J.-J ‘u.(

Matthew Diroff at (*?34) 419- -
2244 or diroffm@wwesd.net,

Quilt show

Grange No. 389 will have its ™
annual spring quilt show 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, March
12, at the senior Friendship  ©
Center, 1119 S. Newburgh, =
Westland. .

The show will feature qullt -3
classes — a cathedral window "
quilted pillow and special kids" '
classes 9 a.m. to noon, quilted "
book cover class 1-4 p.m. and
paper piece project 1-6 p.m, -
quilt displays, demonstrations,
appraisals and lunch. There
also will be a display of old,
new, unfinished quilts, wall
hangings and quilted clothing,
The entry fee is $1 per piece to
be judged.

Table space also is available
for vendors. The cost is $25 for
a 10-by-10-foot space.

The kids class costs $5, the™ '*
pillow and book cover classes™
cost $20 each, and the paper *W
piece project $30. «of
Prereglstratlon is required. «
Tickets are $1 in advance a.nd s
$2 at the door. e

For tickets or to reg15ter, call**
Sharon Strebbmg at (734) 722
4857. i

Registration also can bé sent
to Strebbing at 5692 N. Globe -
Westland, M1 48185, Include- -
your name address and tele-
phone number as well as an =7
alternate phone number. - . ¢

]

Preschool listings should be submit-
ted in writing. They can be mailed. to
Sue Mason at 36251 Schoolcraft, -

Livonia 48150, by fax at (734) 591 7279 '

or by e-maif at

smason@oe.homecomm.net. For more

information, call {734} 953-2112.
Willow Creek

PRESCHOOLS

Willow Creek Cooperative Preschaol,
an Cherry Hill between Newburgh-and
Wayne Road in Westland, will hold an-
open house 6-8 pm.Iuesday March 8.
Meet teachers and other co-op par-
ents, and register for 2005-2006
schoot year. Willow Creek is a non-
profit co-op preschool for tots, 3 and

4 years oid. It serves Westland,
Canton and surrotinding-communi-
-tiesThe Moms and Tots program
meets Friday mornings. Three-year-
olds meet Tuesday and Thursday
and four-year-clds meet Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Morning and
afternaon sessions available. For

more information, calf Lucy
Arunachalam at (734) 453 5959
YWCA Readiness : :
The YWCA of Western’ Wayne County
Early Childhood School Readiness
Program is available to 4- and 5-year-
old children, The YWCA is.at 26279
Michigan in inkster. Call (313) 561-4110.;
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| Arthritis Today

JosepH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
' 18829 Farmington Road
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DEI-MONIGO
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Fresh Grade A
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GHIGKEN
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" DEARBORN
HALF CLASSIC

Livonia, Michigan 48152
Pirone: {248) 478-7860

:NEW CONCEPTS AND NEW DRUGS

* You may cansider it odd, now when drugs used commenly in arthiilis are coming

under criticism, that { should devote a column to new drugs. However, the explosion in
ingemous ways to use technology has changed medicine too dramatically to ignore.

» The gaing created for molecular blo!o?y have reached practical application. By the
-term “molecutar blology,” | mean the ability of scientists to track the activities of drugs
and potenfial new drugs at the level of the individual cell. Technology is so
Sophisticated that it is possible to see how a molecule of a drug attaches to the cell
wall suriace, and then follow the series of reactions that drug initiates within the cell
and the cell nucleus.

. From such research has come arthritis drugs such as Enbrel, Remicaid, Humeria,

and Kinerst all of whom block proteins from attaching to jeint cells. Biockmg these
‘preteins aborts a cascade of cell reactions that otherwise would lead to inflammation.
. The advantage of these drugs is thelr spacificity. They are unlikely to cause side
effects such as gastritis, hepatitis, and possibly heart attacks and stro! ies associated
with other arthritis s drugs. These new medications are targeted for partlcuia: sites and
avoid the non-specific effects that cause risk in other drugs.

- The digadvantage of these new medications Is thelr cost, and that they are
,admmistered by L.V, infusion or injection. However, the gain in safety by their use and
the grormise of resolution of arthrrtts I3 great enough to bring these drugs forward at

ihns tume
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Look for Mike’s Ad Every Week

in Sunday’s Observer Newspaper!?
‘Sale February 14th - February 20th

2 www.drijweiss.yourmd.com

Check out our_websife for more specials af_wwmm:ke_s-ma;_lgefla_c .com
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State senators propose life
scnence investment package

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

State Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, is supporting a pack-
age of bills she says will help
Michigan compete in a fast
changing
economic
environment,

“Budget
deficits and
unemploy-
ment prob-
lems we've
had are all
symptoms of
abigger =
Toy problem,”

B Toy said.

"~ “The rest of
_the country -

“has changed
.and

“those needs.”
Toy and
state Sen.
Mike Bishop,
R-Rochester,
discussed their ideas for sup-
porting investment in new
technology Monday, before
Gov. Jennifer Granholm pre-
sented her proposal in
Tuesday’s State of the State
address to seek voter support
for a $2 billion bond program
to invest in new technotogies.
Bishop is sponsoring a bill
to provide equity loss tax
credits for “angel investors.”
The bill would encourage
investiment in innovative

sthop

" businesses by guaranteeing

up to $50,000 in tax credits
against losses. The total pro-
gram is capped at $10 million,
with the first claims not
accepted unti] 2008.
“Michigan is way behind in
seed funds forventure capi-
tal,” Bishop said. “Wealso ..
faced the reality that the man-
ufacturing base was decimat-
ed in this state, Michigan
needs te-step up and do some-

thing different. We want to be ~

more than a flyover state
between Silicon Valley and

o
trh

Silicon Alley” -

Bishop said the angel
investors fund is designed to
tell investors that the state in

willing to invest in innovative -

companies.

_ “We want to create a fund
that will not only keep com-
pames here but invite more
in,” he said, “We’ll never be
able to keep up with

California and Massachusetts -

but at the same time a jour-
ney of 1000 miles begins with
one step.” -

Toy is offering several sup-
porting ideas that aren’t yet to
the formal bill stage. She pro-
poses creating a life science
product development
pipeline, working with
Michigan eompanies.

Under the proposal, a Life

g Sciences Seed Fund would be
- created for commercializing

drugs, diagnostics and med-
ical devices, capitalized with
up to $50 million in revenue

‘bonds.
-INVESTING

. The fund would invest 10

-percent in a life science proj-

ect, the company bringing the
new product would put up 10

.percent and other private sec-

tor investors would provide
the other 80 percent, Initially,
bond payments would be sub-
sidized from the existing life
science corridor appropria-
tion, about $4 million a year.
Investments in firms doing

~ embryonic stem cell research

would be prohibited.

“We need the vision and
expediency becanse we are
behind,” said Toy.

She said the old days of
high paying assembly line. -
Jjobs are a thing of the past
and new industries will
require a hlgher level of edu- -
cation.

A final portion of Toy’s
package includes an income
tax credit for individuals and
small and mid-size companies
who invest in job training.

hqallaqhér@oé.’homecomm.net

(T3)953-2149
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Bouchard fm support for Senate bld

BY ALEX I.UHDBERG
STAFF WRITER

Michael Bouchard tested the
waters before deciding to take
on Sen, Debbie Stabenow in the
mid-term elections, which are
still two years off, and found
them to be agreeable.

The response from family
members and others he asked
was “very positive; he said.

Bouchard, 48, currently
serves as Oakland County sheriff
and has been an elected official
since his first term on the
Beverly Hills village council in
1986. He served in the state
House and state Senate until
1999 when he was appointed
Qalkland County sheriff. He was
elected to the post in 2000 and
has been re-elected twice since
then.

Now, he's looking at the U.S.
Senate and filed to run against
Stabenow last week.

He said if people were going
to talk about the most pressing
issues of the day they'd be talk-
ing about his strengths, The
pressing issue of the day, he said,
is security.

“It's about job security, job
creation,” Bouchard said. “T was
a small business owner and I
kniow where government can
help: By getting out of the way.”

He said he’s done consider-

Michigan Humane Society planning Telethon

On Wednesday, Feb. 23,

- the studios of WXYZ

Channel 7 will air the Ninth
Annual Michigan Humane
Society Telethon from 6 a.m.
through 11 p.m.

For the second year, the
Telethon will air on Channel
7 with several two-minute
segments scheduled during
breaks in regular program-

JOHN STARM

Oakland County Sheriff Michaet Bouchard is making a bid for the L.5. Senate.

able work to promote family
security by pushing for the cre-
ation of a sex offender registry
and the launching of an Internet
crime unit. When seen in total,
combining his career as a law
enforcement officer as well as
his experience as a member of
the state Senate, he said people
will see the choice is simple.
“When you look at my experi-
ence and the changes I've
people will conclude that I get
results,” Bouchard said.

ming. Radio partner will be
Magic 105.1 FM.

Telethon 2005 will agam
be hosted by Channel 7 mete-
orologist and animal lover,
Dave Rexroth,

Tune in and watch during
your favorite Channel 7
shows such as Good Morning
America, The View, Oprah,
the Channel 7 Action News

made, .

If elected, he said hed fry to
end some of the “blind partisan-
ship” he said is plaguing
Washington, D.C.,, today. He
said Michigan’s incumbent Sens.
Carl Levin and Stabenow are a
part of that problem, preventing
votes on several judgeships: He
said the nominees should be
voted on, either way, just as lonig
as they get a vote.

“The delay is holding up the
system and justice delayed is
Justme denied,” he said. “People

and others.

In conjunction with the
Telethon, the Michigan
Humane Society’s three shel-
ters in Westland, Detroit and
Rochester Hills will hold spe-
cial adoption hours from 10 .
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Hundreds of companion
animals will be patiently
awaiting new, loving homes.

f STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

are tired of that.”

Bouchard also said he'd ma.kf:
the budget a priority if he’s sent -
to Washington. He said he'd
examine government activities
closely. If it’s necessary, he says -
he'd work to make it as eﬂ‘iclent
as possible. If it isn't, he said it
should be stopped.

. Bill Ballenger, publisher of the

- Lansing-based Inside Mlchxgan

Politics, said Bouchardis a :
viable candidate, but thereis -
more than one race on the hori- &
zon before anyone trades body

blows with Stabenow. .

“First we need to see how he
fares in the Republican primary.
and who he's going to face in
that race,” he said. “Then will the
national Republican party see -
Stabenow as vulnerable? Will
they send money? Will
(President) George W. Bush
campaign for him?”

He said comparing their
resumes isn’t going to tellyou .
who voters are going to smile on
in 20086. That Bouchard was
both a legislator and sheriff or
that Stabenow has been along-
time legislator isn’t going to
matter all that much in the vot- -

ng booth.

“People don’t make decisions .
that way;” Ballenger said. “They -
look at name identification and .
personality”

Funds raised by the
Telethon are critical to allow-
ing the Michigan Humane
Society to continue and
improve programs and serv- ©
ices that affect the lives of oA
tens of thousands of animals
each year.

To pledge your support,
call (toll free) at (866) MHU-

WE, (866) 648-6263.

Prime -1% today.
And the next day.

retail price or lowering the quality.
Dittrich has too much respect
for their customers to do that,

And the next.

The Cha_rterOﬁe Home Equity Line.

Honesty Since 1893

Generations Serving Genérations

& Detroit Bloomfield Hills

(513) 873-8300 (248) 642-3000
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Gasino Shuttle Service
Get a $20 Value for only $15!

Pay only $15 for your casino shuttle ride and you'li receive
© %15 in FREE SLOT PLAY and LUNCH" at Grand River Delit

Bay City
Brighten
Clinton Twp,
Cho
Eastpointe
Flint
Jackson

L1nes start;ng at
$100,000

'HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

Lansing
Livenia
Monroe
Pontiac
Rosevile
Saginaw
Southfield

For tocations and ressrvetions call
Biue Lakes Charters & Tours:

| 1-866-2ROLLEM
(866-276-5536)

“Recaive a coupon for & frea fguiar sencwich and beverage
at the. (eardt Rivar Dok, or §5 ofl ai Clapgics Buthel, k
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Southgate
St. Clair Shores
Sterling Heights

Toledo
Troy
Wastland
Ypattarti

With a home equity line from Charter One, the rgtf"“

the line. So now you can get money for home improvement, tuition, even a vacation. And

you can pay it off today, tomorrow, or a year from now. Other great low home equity loan

rates are available, too. So open one tbday. Call 1-877-TOP-RATE or visié s at. ny branch.
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