"

Your hometown newspaper

Look in today's kitchens is
sleek and contemporary.

AT HOME, SECTIlON B

= p\-m uv ;Ma%;
REFT "‘ HLT CRLY

formeals

TASTE, SECTION D

No pmblem

Alternative Valentine's Day

1A \‘"fi
[ T,

H

WE
¥
£

E
p_.

INSERTED SECTION | _

serving Westand for 40
years

THURSDAY

fFebruary 10, 2005
75 cents”

oLUME 40 NuMmBer 74

www.hometownl(fe com

quide.

e 1 e ek i e 2 e A e s o o, S TR G AT et e e i e e b

©2005 HomeTowN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK

‘With so many of our children affected by the tsunaml we wanted an opportunity to raise money for others

Jackie Beitz, Schoot Age Chiid Care district coordinator

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Nankin Hills second-grader Dominique Denson cuts out some cookie hearts for a sweet School Aid Child Care program fund-raiser this week.

- Cookies for Kmdness raises money for disaster rehef

Nankin Mills Principal Ernie Terry-and teacher Mary Ann Bubar buy their cookies;

from fifth-grader Abby Kirk. The Cookies for Kindness fund-raiser continues this
~week to raise money for the American Red Cross, and victims of the tsunami.

BY STEPHANlE ANGELYN CASOLA

STAFF WRITER

Anyone who entered Nankin Mills Elementary School on Monday
was welcomed by the warm smell of fresh-baked cockies,

The school, located in Westland, was just one site of many'in L1von1a
Public Schools that transformed into a virtual cookie-baking wonder-
land for a cause this week.

Jackie Beitz, School Age Child Care district coordinator, orga.mzed
the all-elementary fund-raiser ~ Cookies for Kindness. All the money.
raised on cookie sales this week will be donated to the Amerlcan Red
Cross International Disaster Relief Fund, she said.

~ The idea was cooked up soon after a tsunami devastated 10 natlons_
surrounding the Indian Ocean on Dec. 26..
“With so many of our children affected by the tsuna.rm, said Beltz, '
“we wanted an opportunity to raise money for others.”

Students enrolled,in the SACC programs spent much of their before-
and-after school program baking and frosting a variety of cookies, or
making cookie-shaped clay refrigerator magnets, all for sale thls week.

PLEASE SEE COOKIES A4

Weaver Dlstrlct has no prlvatlzatlon pIan

. BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER.

' Wayne-Westland school board President
Frederick Weaver made it perfectly clear
Monday evening, Exercising his privilege as
board president, Weaver said the board in
not planning to vote on privatization.

“There is no existing privatization plan,
and the Board of Education does not present-
ly intend to formally consider or take a vote
on any privatization issue,” he said, reading
from a prepared statement.

Weaver acknowledged that board members
were aware of fliers that had been left at busi-
nesses in the community and had “received
numerous e-mails from district employées -
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who have beén unnecessarily
aldrmed about their jobs.”

Weaver took theunusual
action of speaking on behalf
of the board to address

ices that have been circulating
in the district for several
weeks., They started after
MEA Local 4 members
learned that the district had been gathering
information about privatizing.

The union has been working without a
contract since last July and had planned to
protest at the meeting. That protest, however,
was called off last Wednesday, when it was
announced that the union and district were

Weaver

The Movues are on usl

rumors about privatizing sery-

returning to the bargaining table in hopes of
working out a new contract. ' :

Superintendent Greg Baracy confirmed -
that the district did investigate privatization
to “be prepared to answer any and all ques~ -
tions on where we can contain costs.”

A third year of no increases in state school
aid, Wayne-Westland now faces cutting $7.5
million to balance ity 2005-06 budget.

'According to Baracy, school officials are look-:

ing at all areas of the budget to find ways to
trim costs.

Weaver also spoke about the district’s
moeney problems, calling it a 51gn1ﬁcant
financial hardship brought on by the state

 PLEASE SFF WEAVER, A4

We'll send you two tickets to the Star
Theatres when you subscribe to an
Ohserver or Ecceniric newspaper!”

Call 866-887-2737

res 3/1/08. -M_{-rs't not have subscribed in ihe last 30 days.

&

attracts only

- first four-year term on the board.

New law
creates1
precinct for _
all elections

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER . o

Voting just got easier in Westland.

Some voters who live in the Wayne-Westland
school district have, until now, had to cast ballots at - £
different polling places for school board elections and =
city elections. : ¥

That will change now that City Clerk Eileen
DeHart’s office will be handling Wayne-Westland
school board elections as well as city races. .

“I think it will be better for the voters,” DeHart
said.

Some voters have been conﬁlsed by past elections. 4
For example, sornte residents who vote at Madison
Elementary School for school board races have had to

PLEASE SEE ELECTIONS, A4 |

School election

mcumbents

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

As it now stands, two Wayne-Westland school
board members will be unopposed in the May 3

_school eleetion.

Incumbent board member Ed Turner and relative
newcomer Steve Becher were the only candidates to
file petitions by 4 p.m. 'Ihesday‘for-’ the election.

Turner, a Westland resident, is-seeking his third
four-year term on the board. First elected in 1997 he
has served as board secretary and most recently
board president.

“With the condition of the state’s ﬁnances, Ididnt
want to jump ship,” Turner said. “I'm goingtobea
kids-first, parents-second and staff-and-administra-
tion-third candidate. The kids have got to come first”

. Becher was elected to the board in June 2004 to fill -
the remaining one year of a term that had been held
by the late Mathew McCusker. Becher is seekjng hlS

The Wayne resident spent his entlre 26-year career
teaching in the Wayne-Westland Community -
Schools. In his first bid for a full termi, he stressed hls
knowledge of the school district, experiences in the
classroom at Madison Elementary and Marshall
Middle schools, and his educa.t'lona.l background.

“It’s been a very nice experience,” said Becher,
addmg that he has several things he'd like to accom-.
plish in the next four years - single sex physical edu-
cation, mathematics and science ¢classes.

“I'm a big proponent of single sex classes and
would like to see the district try them,” he saxd “1
think it worth giving them a shot.” :

The two candidates have until 4 p . Fnday to
withdraw from the election, which is being conduct-
ed by the cities of Wayne and Westland under last
years election consolidation act.

Residents interested in running and who missed -
Tuesday’s filing' deadline can stlll ca.mpmgn as write-
1n candidates.

Coming Sunday on
the PiNK page

Exclusive |
interview with
designer Dana

Buchman
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BRONZING STARS

Sister-brother team Leslie
and Mike Osman are already

. earning praise as the new own- -

ers of All Exposed Tanning &
Nails in Westland.

Lori Brist, president of the
Westland Chamber of
Commerce, said she believes
the new owners will be quite
successful in this venture,

“I'm such a people person,’
said Leslie Osman. “I love
working with the publie”

She said she's always willing
to answer questions or share
advice on how to tan safely.
After all, she said “we tan to

10 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays, 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturdays and
noon to 6 p.m. Sundays, All
Exposed Tanning & Nails is
located at 38409 Joy Road,
facing Hix Road, in Westland.

'FLOWERS AT 50

Floyd’s Flowers solidifies its

look good”

Wlsh you were here

In Washington, D.C., for the inauquration, State Sen. Laura Toy, R-
Livonia, and Garden City Mayor Jaylee Lynch took time out from all
the festivities to pose with copies of the Garden City and Westland
Observer newspaper outside the Capitol Hill Club. If you go on
vacation, and pose for a picture with your Westiand Observer, Wish
You Were Here, the Garden City Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,

The salon offers nine tan-
ning units, and sells single vis-
its or packages of five, seven or
10 for $6-$40. All Exposed
also runs promotions.
Currently first-timers can tan
for $4.. And those who pur-
chase unlimited tanning at
%49 a month earn a second
month free. Nail services such
as manicures and pedicures
range from $15 to $35. Bridal

" and student discounts are

status as a Redford institution
this year, by marking its 50th
year in the business of blooms.
Floyd Bennett, the shop'’s
namesake and original owner
. opened its doors June 1, 1955,
with just $38 left in his bank
account: Since then, the shop
has expanded three times,
Denise Necker, owner for the
past 13 years, has credited
their family-friendly atmos-
phere and an array of flower
and planting services for the

"an Observer readers po.ﬂ.

In addition to fresh cut flow-
ers and arrangements that
mark life’s milestones, Floyd’s
offers personalized plariting
services each spring. With
Valentine’s Day fast approach-
ing, the Floyd’s staff is working
to fill orders faster than ever -
it’s the holiday that requires
the quickest turnaround of all.

Floyd’s Flowers is at 25096
Five Mile, between Beech Daly
and Telegraph in Redford
Township. Call (313) 535-
4934,

FAMILY-STYLE

Passers-by can tell by the
sign. It’s no secret that
Livonia’s Leather Bottle has
changed ownership. Now
called G. Subu Leather Bottle,
the restaurant is under the
guidance of father-and-son
team George and Johnny
Subu..

If their names sound famil-
iar to local residents, it's no
coincidence. George Subu
served as co-owner of
Sandtraps - formerly on Five

Familiar faces, new places spell SUCCEsS

people in Livonia know us.”

He called Livonia a “great,
established community;” and
mentioned the restaurant as
easily accessible, particularly .
with its proximity to
Farmington, Subu said he
looks forward to serving his
former customers and drawmg
in new ones,

The menu ranges from the
Leather Bottle’s famous pizza
and pasta, to seafood, steaks
and other specials. Prices
range from $10-$15 for most
dinner entrees, The space
offers banquet facilities and
will host live music on week-
ends. Hours are 11 a,m. to 10
p-m. Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m.
to midnight Friday-Saturday,
and noon to midnight on
Sunday G Subu Leather Bottle
is located at 20300

Eight Mile in Livonia. Call

. {248) 474-2420.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes
about new and changing businesses
for the Observer-& Eccentric
Newspapers. E-maif tips on your new,

will host a toy show 10 a.m. to
3 p.m, Sunday, March 6, at Joy
Manor, 28999 Joy, east of
Middlebelt.

. The show will feature new
and antique toys, collectibles,

We Cash Income Tax Return Checks

and more. There also will be
50/50 raffles and drawings for -
door prizes.

Show admission is 83 for
adults with children under age
12 free. Proceeds will support

up to °100C Same Day

Wme us a personal check...We will give you cash today

and hold your check until your next payday.

GASH GONNEGTION

8080 N. Wayne Road - Westland 134-461-4900

by writing to Westland Rotary
Toy Show, 6600 Burnly,
Garden City, MI 48135. For
more information, call Mary
McGaw at (734) 748-8515.

QECBZ944TR g;’

ing clean water systems to
southeastern Michigan, has
welcomed Brian Long of
Plymouth to jts sales staff,
Long brings with him 14 years
of water treatment experience
in the sales field, and he will be
working in the communities of
Plymouth, Canton, Westland
and Troy.

arts. He is a member of
Business Network
International/Ann Arbor West.
His hobbies include golﬂng
and piano.

Women's health

Garden City Hospital is
sponsoring a free lecture series
by women's health specialist

-Dr. Chadi Haddad.

Long has a degree in liberal

“What’s Your Best Chance of Receiving Fast
Relief From Your Back Pain Without Any
Drugs, Cortisone Shots, or Risky Surgery?

The Answer Below May Surprise You!”

Garden City, MI - I you are sick and tired of
suffering with your nagging back pain, then it
is time to throw aside your pain pill bottles and
begin getting rid of the cause of your problem,
before it becomes serious! A new natural and
revolutionary procedure is helping thousands

of back pain sufferers get out of pain safely and .

gently, without side effects, and without
having the bones of your back manipulated!
Sure, you’ve lived with the pain up until
now, but you and I both know that if it hasn’t
gone away yet, it is probably more than justa
simple ache or rhuscle strain, Taking drags or
cortisone shots may help temporarily, but it is

time to take some action to finally getrid of the

eg in,

This FDA approved procedure is one of
the safest and gentlest methods for treating
back pain. It is called the Pulstar, and what it
does is gently measu fe and joint
tension of the back. It can also be used as a
treatment device to gently and safely
decrease the muscle and joint tension,
thereby reducing any muscle spasm present

and eliminating any nerve pressure or-

irritation. Here are some additional benefits of
this fantastic treatment device:

+ It is all-patural. This means that you
don’t have to worry about any dangerous side
effects. Pain medication and cortisone shots
not only are temporary, but they also can have
damaging effects on the stomach lining, liver,
and kidneys.

* You get the benefit of a chiropractic
treatment without the doctor manipulating
the bones in your back. If you never even

considered going to a chiropractor because .

_you were scared of someone manipulating
your back, then you will be pleased with this
gentlteé procedure. Although traditional
chiropractic methods are safe, many of my
patients that have previously been to another
chiropractor have told me that I can get the
same or even better results than a traditional
chiropracticI treatment without manipulating
the spine.

-« You ‘won’t receive an unreasonably
long treatment plan. With the Pulstar, you
can actually see how you are progressing, so

you will never receive more treatments than
you need!

* You will receive a safe, gentle, and a
very specific treatment for your pain,
Listen, T don’t want you to get the wrong

_impression and think the other chiropractic
methods are unsafe, because they are very
safe. Most chiropractors do a'wonderful job
taking care of their patients. However, we do

" have many people who come to us that have
been to other chiroptactors, and many say they

. prefer the Pulstar treatments to traditional

chiropractic methods.

+ Treatments are affordable. While we
do process insurance, we also have many
patients with no insurance that can afford the
Pulstar treatments.

While I know there are many people who
are happy with their chiropractfor, I also know
there are many people out there who have had
a bad experience with a chiropractor and are
afraid to give anothet one a try. Plus, there are
plenty of people that truly love the Pulstar who
had previously never been to a chiropractor

.because they were” afraid of the pain getting
‘worse.

So How Does This State of the

Art Back Pain Reliever Work?
When anaiyzing the spine, the Pulstar
tests each- vertebral level of the back by
generating a mechanical impulse {light tap, no

“shocks!) and uses a sensor in the impulse head
to measure resistance to the impulse. What this

means is that the Pulstar gimply measures the

muscle and joint tension ofthe spine.
When gll of the joints in the back are

moving normally, the muscle and joint tension

is expected to be approximately the same. If .

some of the joints are restricted in motion, the
Pulstar will measure this and display 2 graph
on a computer screen that shows me where the
problemiis.

Once a joint is determined fo be
restricted, the Pulstar may also be used to give

small, gentle, mechanjcal impulses into the-

restricted joint to help break up the tension,
relieve muscle spasm, and restore normal joint
movement, which will help reduce or
eliminate your back pain. Not only is the
analysis and treatment pain-free, but most of
my patients find it relaxing and look forward to
future treatments,

_ Why Haven’t | Heard of This

Gentie & Relaxing Procedure?

Firgt of all, there are only a few hundred

doctors across the United States that use the

Pulstat. I'm one of only a.handful of -

chiropractors in Michigan that have  this
instrument. The Doctors at Gregg Chiropractic
Life Center have been using the Pulstar for
over 5 years.

Another possible reason many
chifopractors may be hesitant to pu:chase a

Pulstar is that it is expensive and requires therh

tospendmore time with the patient.
Who Else Wants A Back Pain -
‘'Evaluation For Only $207?
For a limited time, you could receive a
complete back pain evaluation for only $20!

- This back pain evaluation'will include:

+ A Health History and Consultaﬁon,

. introducing this breakthrough in back pain

Plus a Pulstar Evaluation. This will help me
determine if I can help you and if you're a
candidate for receiving Pulstar treatments.
Unfortunately, not everyone can be helped
with the Pulstar, If for some reason I don't
think I can help you, I will try to refer you to
the appropriate health care professional.

* A Gentle Examination and Any
Necessary X-rays. This will allow me to come
up with a diagnosis, so I can see what I need to
do to help you getand stay out of pain.

+ Report of Findings. Here we’ll sit down
one-on-one and Il give you my
récommendations. If T can help you, there will
be no pressure to receive any treatment in my
office. This entire package is-normally a value
over $200, but is yours for only $20 if you call
{734) 525-8422 and schedule an appointment
by March 15,2005.

Now you are probably wondering why
I'm giving such a great deal. It’s simple. I
know there are many people that are suffering
from back pain but are hesitant to see a
chiropractor because they’re too afraid of
having a bad experience. This is just my way of

relief'to you without any strings attached,

I’'mso confident you’ll be impressed with .
the Pulstar that I will guarantee complete
satisfaction. After the report of findings, if
you are not completely satisfied with the
evaluation, I will give full refund
without any hassles. This removes any risk on
your part. C

~Dr. R. James Gregg

P.S. Remember, there are no catches to
receive this back pain evaluation for only $20..
There is no manipulating of your spinal bones
and joints, no side effects, and as mentioned it
is one of the safest and gentlest treatment
devices for treating back pain. So call us now
at{734) 525-8422 before it’s too late.

“Ihad back pain, and the Instrument was a big
‘help in relieving my pain. If was gentle and did
not cause any discomfort, and I recommend it
foranyone who is having backpain.”

: Gary Zimmerman.

“The Instrument was a new experience for me
and the results were precise and painless. My
back pain was completely gone dfter anly three
treatments with rheInstmmemf ”

" Sharon Kalser .

“I had sharp pains in my bizck, and was hesitant
to have a chiropractor manipulate my back. The -
Instrument gets rid of the pain without twisting
the spme and is gentle and refaxmg

Betty Michaels

women’s health care, such as
birth control, hormone

replacement therapy and other

important health concerns.

Space is limited, so register
in advance. For further infor-
mation or to make a reserva-
tion, call Garden City
Hospital's Community Services
department at (734) 458~
4330.

Euchre tournament

The Village of Westland is
hosting its first Euchre
Tournament for seniors age 62
and older at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 19, at the senior
community, 32001 Cherry Hill
between Merriman and Venaoy,
Westland. There is no fee,
however, space is limited and
reservations must be made by
Feb. 15 by calling (734) 762~
8926. Pinochle and Bridge
players are welcome for open
card games,

Free semmar

© William Gramzow, an
advanced planning counselor
and funeral director with R.G.
& G.R. Harris Funeral Home,
will conduct a funeral plan-
ning seminar at Westland

MI 48150, available, as are gift cel‘tlﬁ- ~ flower shop’s continued suc- Mile in Livonia. favorite Wayne County shop to scaso-
cates, cess, In 2004, the shop was “We are a family-owned la@oe.homecomm.net or call (734)
Hours have bleen extended to  voted the “Best of Redford” in business,” Subu said. “A lot of 953-2054.
PLACES AND FACES g
l Beanie Babies, action figures, l Rotary charities. : The series, which Kicks off Convalescent Center on
Tov Show die cast toys, slot and model Table space is available at New Staffer . on Tuesday, Feb. 15, will Thursday, March 10.
The Westland Rotary Club cars, Matchbox, Hot Wheels %30 per table and is available American Aqua Ine, provid-  address specific topies in The seminar will be 2:30-

4:30 p.m. at the convalescent
center 36137 W, Warren,
between Wayne Road and .
Central City Parkway in
Westland,

Gramzow will cover such
funeral planning topics as
funeral prearrangement plan-
ning, how to select a funeral
home and understanding

Medicaid and SSI as it relates

to funera] planning.

The public is invited to
attend the free seminar. Call
Judy Bianchi at (734) 728-
6100 to sign up for the special
event.

In concert

Another date to remember is
May 18. That’s'when the
Brigham Young University
Singers will perform in concert
at Wayne Memorial ngh ‘
School.

Tickets go on sale begmnmg
March 1.

For ticket information, con-
tact Howard Mahler at (734)
419-2245 or
meherh @wwesd.net or
Matthew Diroff at (734.) 419~

" 2244 or diroffm @wwesd.net.
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Westland teen is 1st
person sentenced

in drive-by shootlng

. BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland teenager who drove the car during a
drive-by shooting on a residential city street has been
released from jail.

Kimberly Ann Wells, 18, was released Tuesday after

a Wayne County judge sentenced her to 138 days in

jail and gave her credit for time she has served.
Wells had pleaded guilty to felonious assault for

driving a 2003 Monte Carlo along Elbridge Court

~ while Marc Alexander Davis, 23, of Taylor opened

fire with an AK-47 assault rifle.
+ No one was shot during the incident, which hap-

" pened last Sept. 25 in a residential neighborhood
“near Palmer and Wildwood.

Davis opened fire after residents lobbed the Monte

e with beer bottles and rocks, then fired a paint-

‘ball gun at it, police Sgt. David Heater has said.

.——— The two sides clashed while Davis, Wells and a

i

B

' third defendant, 23-year-old Daniel Jeffrey McGrath

rinm

N No one was shot
- during the inci-
dent, which hap-

of Wayne, drove up and down
Elbridge looking for two men
who had earlier assanited Davis,

Davis never found the two
men, but stood through the sun-
roof and opened fire amid the
confrontation with residents on
Elbridge.

One woman suffered minor
injuries from metal shards that
flew through the air when bul-

- lets struck a parked vehicle,
‘ E Heater has said,

Wells’ sentencing by Wayne
County Circuit Judge Annette
‘Berry came after she pleaded guilty to felomous
assault in late January.

She cou_ld have faced penalties ranging up to four

pened fast Sept.

_years in prison.

McGrath and Davis haven't yet been sentenced.
Like Wells, McGrath pleaded guilty to felonious
assault and could be given credit for time he has
served. _
- Davis, however, will face at least two years in
prison bécause he pleaded guilty not only to felonious
assault, but also to a felony firearms charge that car-
ries a mandatory two-year term.

McGrath l,ss/cheduled for sentencing Friday; Dewls,
on March 4.

The three defendants had initially been charged

/thh assault with intent to murder, punishable by

penalties ranging up to life in prison.

In court Tuesday, Berry also placed Wells on proba-
tion for four years and warned her that she will go to
jail for any violation, according to a court clerk.

Berry also ordered Wells to get her GED and to go
on to college, the clerk said.

o

defem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2310

Young people who have
turned their lives around were
the center of attention at the .
annual Growth Works recogni-
tion dinner, held last week at
St. John's Golf and Conference
Center in Plymouth Township.

Youth nominated for recog-
nition awards for achievements
in the past vear include Carl
Hightower and Lance Reid of
Inkster, Christina McBride and
Christopher Schendel of
Plymouth, Emily Hipple of
Dearborn, Amelia Casillas of

‘Dearborn Heights, John Nardi
of Belleville and Christina
Smith of Westland.

April Fulks and Drew Fox of
Garden City, Michael Kantz of
Redford, Mike Wendling,
Christopher Allen and Justin
Knoll of Westland are the first
group of young people who

‘have earned their GED through
Growth Works’ partnership
with Schoolcraft College and
been successful in initial col-
lege efforts.

Other students receiving
awards during the 16th annual
event for outstanding efforts at
Schooleraft College include
Edward Butler of Inkster,
Alexandra Mitchie of Westland
and Lance Reid. Growth Works
also acknowledged Christa -
Cipparone and Dr. Deborah
‘Daiek of Schooleraft for their
dedication and support of
Growth Works students.

“Tonight, we are seeing
young people, with the help of
our staff and providers, over-
come significant obstacles,
developing skills needed to par-
ticipate in a knowledge-based
economy and developing a
sense of hopefulness about
themselves,” said Dale Yagiela,
Growth Works executive direc-
tor. He said often too much
emphasis is placed on labeling
students as having mental
health problems in the juvenile
justice system.

“Most of their problems are
due to drug use-and the impact
drug use has on the quality of

Growth Works honors efforts '
of youth, community leaders

The annuai Growth Works recognition dinner Thursday night at St. John's Golf
& Conference Center drew an appreciative crowd of family and friends.

their family life, involvement in
education and sets them up for
delinquent activity,” Yagiela

said. “Stop the drug use, con-

nect them with pro-social
activities and kids can change
their lives.”

Growth Works is a nonprofit .

youth services agency active in
western Wayne County. Award
recipients have been involved
in at least one of the GWI core
programs during the year,
including Youth Assistance,
Chemical Dependency, School-
Based and Care Management
services, Youth recognized have
made significant gains in
addressing delinquency and/or
dependency issues and have

" progressed in school, employ-

ment and into adulthood.

Jamie Fornwalt, of Wolverine

Human Services in Livonia,
Joseph Orban of Westland, of
Wayne-Westland’s Tinkham
Alternative Education, and
community members Ray and
Michele Schmidt of Livonia
were chosen for recognition
awards for work aimed at
improving young people’s lives.
Youth Assistance is an carly
intervention program aimed at
identifying at-risk behavior
among adolescents and helping
parents and adolescents

address behavior. Youth
Assistance operates in four
locations in nine communities
of western Wayne County and
is based in Canton.

Chemical Dependency
Services provides drug treat-
ment for adolescents in
Plymouth and Grosse Pointe, It
is the longest running intensive
outpatient drug treatment pro-
gram for young people in
Michigan. Recently, an adult
component has been added for
people referred by the 35th
District Court, Family
Independence Agency and par-
ents from Growth Works’
Western Wayne Care
Management Organization.

- WWCMO is one of five care
management systetris funded
by Wayne County to aid delin-
quent youth convicted of
felonies by the juvenile division
of the Third Judicial Circuit
Court. It serves more than 300

youth a year.

School-Based programs pro-
vide in-scliool suspension
rooms, truancy officers and
school social workers for
Inkster and South Redford
schools, along with other serv-
ices such as mentoring, sum-
mer programs, college tours
and drug treatment groups.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

God, family,
friends key
to success

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Christopher Schesidel of

" Plymouth is one thankful young

man.

“Definitely thank God above all,”
he said durmg the Growth Works
recognition dinner Thursday.
Schendel also thanked his parents
and his friends “for supporting all
my crazy ideas.” .

He was among a number of
young peopte lauded at the dinner
at St. John's Golf and Conference
Center. Denise Smith, Chemical
Dependency supervisor, said
Schendel’s been with Growth
Works a year.

“That in itself is a miracle,’ she
added. Smith cited his improved
grades and home life, along with no
legal troubles, as gains.

“He values that he lives today;’
she said of Schendel, a car enthusi-
ast.

Another Plymouth youth,
Christina McBride, was hailed for
her efforts in finishing the Youth
Assistance Program last year, Her
perseverance was noted, along with
completion of a job skills course
and improved schoolwork,

“Isn’t that why we do the things
we do?” Executive Director Dale
Yagiela said as the evening conclud-
ed. The staff and board of Growth
Works make so much possiblein

.thelives of young people, Yagiela

said.

Ancther honores, Joseph Orban,
director of the Tinkham Alternative
Education Center in Westland, was
praised for his commitment to stu--
dents.

“It’s really easy to be involved
with & group like Growth Works,”
Orban told the more than 200
gathered for dinner.
“Congratulations to Growth Works
for putting on a great program.”

Alsolauded for progress and
efforts in recovery were Tan Bojanic
of Grosse Pointe Park and his par- -
ents, Tony and Corrine. Stephen

Harper, Growth Works board presi- -

dent, noted how the agency has
grown in his more than 20 years of
service,
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Look who’s taking you
to the Max.

%

Savings Balance

$25,000 0 $50_0,000
$5,000 to $24,999
Less than $5,000 .

3 00%
1.50%
0.25%

Fifth Third
MaxSaver*
Account

e FREE Internet Banking-
* Great Rates Every Day

AY CHEIZE wavELS

OEQ8295554

Got Cabin Fever? We can help!

'INDOOR WATERPARK

2 Story Water Slide ® Lazy River e 2 Hot Tubs
Tiki Bar ® Blue Bayou Restaurant & Lounge
70 Spacious Guest Suites

Comfort Suites Lakeside of Houghton Lake
Only 2 1/2 hours north of Detroit

989-422-4000

ABOUT 1/2 THI
» COST OF OTHER
WATERPARKS

) Southeastem Ml(hl@,dﬂ Locations

WALK-IN Over 8
| L VISIT www.53.com

CALL 1-877-579-5353

| ‘ NEW BANK!NG CENTERS NOW OPEN!

Grosse Pointe Farms, Grosse Pointe Woods, Ypsilanti, Detroit - East Jefferson,’
Detroit - Grat:ot and Bioomfield Hills (on Te[egraph just south of Map!e)

Fifth Thlrd Bank

Working Hard To Be The Only Bank You'll Ever Need?

*Annual Percenlage Yield (APY) accarate a5 of D1/24/05. $50 Minimum deposit recuirved to apen an account. Rates may change afier account i opened. Fees may reduce
eamings. $25 fee if account i closect within 6 months of opening, You must have a Fith Third Platinum, Club 53 or PCA checking account. Maximum accoun deposit

“cannot exceed $500,000. Valid at particigating Southeast Michigen Fikth Third Banking Centers only. Fifth Third Bank reserves the right to refuse any deposit. Nat avaiiable for
commercial and non-profit accaunts. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks f Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC. & Equal Housing Lender.

Please recycle thls newspaper

Healthy men and wormen between the ages of 35-60
needed to participate in research studies exploring
bra:n activity and chronic illnesses such as fibromyalgia
and irrtable bowet syndrome.

Interrested candidates will undergo a screening
- assessment, pressure sensitivity, and MR of the brain.

@ -
University of Michigan

H.eath System i ancial compensation is prov'tdeel for study participation. :

For more information about the research candidate
pool and/or to schedule a screening appointment

contact the Chronic Pain and Fatique Research Center
‘ at: 1 -866-268-0046 (loll free} -

IHBMED #2002-0980

L,

RESEARCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED |
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Wayne-Westland Community Schools
Westland, Michigan 48185

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids for Wayne—Westland Community Schools’ Bid Package
#14,

Consisting of: Synthetic Football Turf & Stadium
Renovations at John Glenn High School &
Wayne Memorial High School.

will be received until 1:00 PM. local time on Tuesday,
February 22, 2005 at which time they will be opened and read
publicly at Wayne-Westland Community School Board of Education
Office, located at 36745 Marquetts, Westland, Michigan 48185. Bids
received after this time and date will be returned unopened.

Faxed proposals will not be accepted.

This Bid Package will consist of a separate sealed bid for the
foltowing Bid Divigions:

Bid Division Deseription

102 Site Utilities/Asphalt Paving
152 - Synthetic Turf

154  Track Surfacing

Bidding documents prepared by TMP Associates, Ine. will be
available for. public ingpection at the office of the Construction
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex Circle,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335, the FW Dodge Plan Room, Southfield;
the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, Bloomfield
Hilis; and the Daily Construction Reports Plan Room, Detroit.

Bidders may obtain one (1) set of bidding documents, beginning
Thursday, February -3, 2005, by contacting the Construction
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., at (248) 427-8400. Additional
plans may be ordered and purchased directly from Dunn Blue
Reprographics ‘Technology, (248) 353-2950. Bids are to he
submitted in a séaled envelope supplied by the Construction
Manager, MeCarthy & Smith, Inc. The bid division{s) being bid
in/are to be identified on the outs:de of the envelope.
vThere will be a pre-b1d meettng at 10:00 am on Wednesday,
qubruary 9, 2005 at the construction trailer located at Wayne
“Memorial Htgh School. (8001 Foutth Street, Wa yne, MI 48184) The
. purpose of the meeting will be'tn, review the project sites, review
' the bidding process;and to answer any question that bidders may
Jhave. Ridders arestrongl : d to attend.

A sworn aid - fiotarizéd: " statement disclosing any familial
reiat,mnshep existing between the bidder and any member of the
‘achool board,: scheol superintendents, or chief executive must
‘accompany. each bid. & bpard shall not accept a bid that does not
*include this statement ’I‘h1s St sment is on the proposal execution
form, _/’ e . :

L

»Eaﬁh b1d shall be accampame y a B1d Bond in the amount of ﬁve

/{(’5} percent of: +the amount of; ithe bid, payable to Wayne Westland

IComitinity chaols; As.a. guarantée that if the proposal is accepted,
5the ‘bidder will execute the act and file the required bonds
“within ten {10) days after notlce‘ of award of contract.

If awarded 2 contract, the successful 'bidder will be required to
furnish a Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment
Bond, Wayne-Westland Community Schools reserve the right to
reject any or all bids received and to waive any informalities and
irregularities in the bidding.

This projeet is to be bid at the prevaﬂmg ‘wage rate,

Publish: Februury 10, 2005
OEDO284351
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“All chﬂdren lt')ve cookies ;
said Beitz,

Fifth- gradar Abby Kirk con-
firmed that. “It was fun, we got

to frost (cookies): My glove got '

all frosty.
Abby said-it'sa really good

feeling” t6 know she might be -
helping & famﬂy get the lothes -
terthe

About 1,20Q stiidentsate -
enrolled in the SACC program
which Beitz hopés'will translat

into plenity of cotkie sales, and

in turn, funds to' donate; “T'm
hoping for $1,500to $2 000

said Beitz. " .. - S

At Nankin Mllls, asat other :
area . schiools; the cooki¢ sale is
one of many efforts to taise

‘money for tsunami victims.

Pnncxpal Ernje Terry sdid the .

school’s Student Cétnciltiéld - =

can drive which raised $841,
and received matching funds
from Ford Motor Co. The stu-
dents are also planning a
bracelet sale for the canse.

“The kids came up to us,” said
Mary Ann Bubar, fifth-grade
teacher. -

Terry continued: “They sa.ld
‘How can we help?” .~ = "

Fourth-graders Jake Tripp
and Evan Moran knew how - by
baking. “The hardest part is
waiting for them to cook v sa:ld
Evan.

And ﬁfth-grader.Adam C:la.y
said: “This is-abgut the best

About 1 Zﬂll students are -

enrolled ‘III the SACC pro-

thiﬂ > we t:o_,uld‘__tio for"t}iem; To -
: just elp out”

‘While the impetus of Cooldes
or Kitdness is meangto teax:h

~children to-help others, Beitz
- said, the students are also

spending their time learning
lessons like math - in measur-
ing ingredients and in selling
‘the cookiés at 50 cents a piece,
" “Its'real life;” said Beitz. “We

" have the unique opportunity to

create our own curriculum, to
teach thém about things that =
apply ta everyday (life).”

"Each schoot chase their own
variety of treats - ranging from
no-bake cookies to Rice Krispy™
treats to sugar cookies compli-
ments of the Western Wayne
Skill Center food service pro-
gram.

: For Allie Bay, a Nankin Mills

-second-grader, the chocolate

chip cookies were calling. She
and her mom, Lora Bay, took

‘homé $13 worth of sweets ori a

big tray.

For more 1nforma.t10n on the
SACC program and enroilment,
call (734) 744-2813, Ext. 22130.

~+scasola@oe.iomecomm.net § (134) 953-2054

Kindergartner Nicole Augustyn works hard to get the frosting just right.

.- Cookies are selling for 50 cents each.

TOM KOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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funiding crisis” He added that
Wayne-Westland is “currently
operating in deficit spending.”

“The Board of Education will
seek to contain costs at all lev-
els in order not to compromise
its educational mission,” he

said. “No member of this board -

can speak to what may come
our way in the future, however,
we can say with confidence
that we are not planning to
vote on privatization at this
time.”

Board Vice President Cindy
Schofield and trustee Steve
Becher also addressed the issue
later in the tmeeting.

Becher, a former teacher,
expressed hope that a contract,

Since {933

‘Mon., Thurs., Fri, 10-9 » Tues.

See store for decails.

$1083

2 MONTHS NO INTEREST!

Celebrating Over 70 Years of Quality, Savings & Service.

\ Walker/Buzenberg

fine furniture

240-N. Main Street * PLYMOUTH » (734) 459-1300

, Wed., 8at. 10-6 ® Sun. 1-5
- Hurry Sale Ends 2-28-05 *Fmancmg with credit approval.

BERNHARDT

Ask us
bow you
can save

GEDA2G4749

:
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- 5 Py
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fair and equitable to both sides
could be negotiated.
“It’s too bad we had so much

turmoil over outsourcing,” he

added.

Schofield said she appreciate
the concerns expressed in an
estimated 30 e-mails she
received. She stressed that she
“doesn’t take lightly” her
responsibilities as a school
board member nor do her col-
leagues and urged the e-mail
writers to contact state offi-
cials.

“I trust you will write as pas-
sionately to the governor and
legislators as you did to us to
ask them to solve the problem,”
she said. “But we know that by
working together, we can solve
this and continue to be a suc-
cess.”

smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 9532112
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-
go the Dyer Center for c:ty
elections.

Madison is on Carlson south L
of Cherry Hill; the Dyer Center .

on Marquette east of
Newburgh. . ‘

With DeHart %summg
responsibility for all elections,
residents will cast all their bai-

lots at their city polling places,

DeHart predicted that the
change will make it easier for
voters and could lead to a high-
er turnout at the polls,

Under a new state law, either
local city clerks or the Wayrne
County clerk will be responsi-
ble for handling school efec-
tions.

In Westland, DeHart wﬂl
oversee all elections rather
than shifting school elections
to the county.

“I feel that it was my duty to
handle the elections,” she said.

In a 6-1 vote Monday, the
Westland City Council
approved an agreement that
gave DeHart - rather than the
county clerk -~ the responsibili-
ty for school elections.

Even though the city will be

Eileen DeHart predicted that

the change will make it easi- -

er for voters .

E NOTICE TO

E PUBLIC

Notice is hereby given that on February 25, 2005 the agreement
between Professional Rehab Plus, 2020 Middlebelt Rd., Suite B,
Garden City, MI 48135 and the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, as a provider of outpatient physical therapy services in
the Medicare program will be terminated.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has determined
that Professional Rehab Plus is not in compliance with the
following Medicare Conditions of Pa111c1pat10n for pmvlders of
outpatient physical therapy services:

2 CFR 485.717 Rehabilitation Program
42 CFR 485.721 Clinical Records
42 CFR 485.723 Physical Environment

The Medicare program will not make payment for outpatient
physical therapy services furnished to patients by Professional
Rehab Plus on or after February 25, 2005.

Robert P. Daly, Manager
Non-Long Term Care Branch
Division of Survey and Certification

Publish: February 10, 2005 * DEOE2B4S12
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ALL YOU # A STEADY SOURCE OF INCOME
NEEDIS; * AN OPEN AND ACTIVE CHECKING ACCOUNT

’MEV&"’

WESTLAND
8367 N. Wayne Road
In Woodcrest Plaza, across
from Van Art Furniture!

%’; A4
REDFORD
27219 W. 7 Mile Road,

next to Little Caesar's!

In the 7 Mile One Stop Plaza,

trict for election-

voted against the change. He
sdid he'd preferto have the
county handle the schaol elec-
tions..

“If we're domg schoo] distrlct
work, we're not doing city’
work,” LeBlanc said, adding

. that he’d rather have the c]erk"’

office focusing solely.o on city -
business.

With election changes,
school district voters this year
will decide their school board
races on May 3. In past years,
school elections were in June,

DeHart predicted there will
be no serjous glitches. She -
already oversaw a presidential
election in her first year as
Westland’s first elected clerk.

“We made it through the
presidential election, so this is
going to be a walk in the park,’
she said.

CLUBS IN ACTION

Listings for Clubs in Action should be
submitted in writing. They can be
mailed to Sue Mason at 36251
Schooicraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
{734) 5917279 or by e-mail at sma-
san@ga homecomm.net. For more
information, call (734) 953-2132.

Genealogical society
The Western Wayne County
Genealogical Society meets the third
Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at

the Livonia Civic Park Senior Centeron * - °

Farmingtan-Road, south of Five Mile.
Beginning genealogy and computer
classes start at 630 p.m. Guests are
welcome.

REDF ORD
26340 Plymouth Road
In the Christopher Center,
next to Radio Shack!

734-425-9241 313-533-5520 313-937-1401

IN CELEBRATION OF OUR GRAND OPENINGS IN WESTLAND AND

2 LOCAT IONS IN REDFORD, NEW CUSTOMERS BRING IN THIS AND GET

Whenever you need a lttle extra cash, Crusader Cash Advance is here to help! And at Crusader ALL

VERIFIABLE SOURCES OF INCOME ARE C ONSIDERED! Stop by or call today!

*“Loans offered by American Bank & Trust, Wessinglon Springs, SD (Member FDIC). Credit approval subject to American Bank & Trust’s credit standards and actual terms (including loan ainount) raay |
vary by applicant. American Bank & Trust requites cerfain supporting documentation with each new appiication. Complete disclosures of APR, fegs and payment terms are provided with each loan and
are available from Americen Benk & Trust. Bromational terms available for a limited time and for fizst time customers only, or for customers who have not received an advance from American Bank &
Trust in the past 30 days. Example of “1/2 Off" promotional terms: The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) for 2 S300 joan for 14 days is 234.64% with one payment of $327 due at marurity. i your loan is
not paid in full by the due date er you do not qualify for the promotion, regular loun terms apply. Example of regular loan terms: The Annusl Percentage Rate (APR) for a S30¢ toan for 14 days is
469.29% with one payrnent ofs354 due 3t taturity. Additionat fees may apply if loan is not repaid 2s ugreed

% A PHONE OR VERIFIABLE CONTACT PHONE.
CELLULAR FHONES MAY BE ACCEPTED!
% 2 ForMS oF ID

‘Councilman Richard LeBIant: -

i
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Food, music, colorful hand-
made lanterns and the tradi-
tional Lion Dance wete all part
of the holiday mix Saturday at
the Michigan Chinese School
New Year celebration.

Families from throughout
western Wayne and Qakland
counties ushered in the Year of
the Rooster (Year 4702 by the
Chinese lunar calendar) ata
special dinner and program in

Chinese School honors
the Year of

Rooster

of language instruction fol-
lowed by a session which
focuses on Chinese culture and
enrichment. .

Chinese New Year started . iy
with the first new moon of
Feb. 9 and ends on the full
moon 15 days later. The
Chinese calendar uses 12 ani-
mals to mark the year.

The rooster is described as
flamboyant andunpredictable.

For more informatjon about
the Michigan Chinese School
contact Steve Poe of Canton at
(734)-306-5689.

Livonia's Stevenson High
School.

Some 300 people enjoyed a
seven-course traditional -
Chinese dinner catered by Best
China of Canton Township
and a talent show that cele-
brated Chinese culture in
music, dance and art.

Taking home honors in the
lantern decoration contest cat-
egories were Jerry and Eric W,

- (father and son), Charles Fan,
Rachel Wang, Justin Fan and
Ingrid Fan (family); Jenny and
Angela Wu (mother and
daughter); Frank and Jason
Hsu (father and son) and
Michelle Ho and Emee Ta (stu~
dent group).

The Michigan Chinese
School meets Saturdays
throughout the school year at
Schooleraft College in Livonia.
Students from Canton, West"
Bloomfield, Livonia, Novi,
Northville, Plymouth and
Farmington Hills study tradi-
tional Chinese language, her-
itage and culture. Students
from preschool through grade
12 are enrolled in the school

Brian. Levm_ (r ht) and Jlmmy Wanq form' the head of thelaon for thls traditlonal dance dur:nq the Mlchlqan Chmese School’s New Year of the Rooster
Celebratlon. Mus:uans (from left) Mike Leving, Stephame Poe, Allan Lee look on.

: which started in 1978 at
‘ ‘ , PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU | STAFF PHOTOGRARHER Isbister Elernentary School in . . .
-Jimmy Wang creates the drumbeat as the Lion Dance begins, marking the the Plymouth Canton School Tiffany Lyn of Novi High School

District. Classes are taught by
parents who are trained teach-
ers. Classes include two hours

performs during the Year of the

start of the Michigan Chinese School's Chinese New Year celebration,
‘ Rooster celebration.

Bee Wu and her nephew Eric Wu look at the lantern &ecorafed with recycled
paper and materials. The WU famt!y made the lantern, and it earned a ribbon
award, A . ‘

!

Micigar's s Seiewnj Dol Bears & Accessories

10-50% OFF

A Fabulous Sals Event For
Dall Lovers & Gollectors]
Plus.. Eam Dolly Bucks, See Store For Petails
In-aS‘a;ack Atems - Few Exclusions ~ Ends 2/24/05

C'lrcle Checking.
Prepare to be spo1led

' Soldier Shop,

Start the New Year Fresh.
Get back on the road of
success. Even if you had
credit problems in the
past or have no credit
history, take advantage
of low interest rate loans.

= 1st and 2nd mortgages
:{* Business Loans

* Fersonal Loans

« Threatening Creditors
|* Garnished Wages

Apply now and get your credit pack on trackl
1-877-280-2982

SPECTRUM CREDIT SOLUTIONS

OEH295263

GET UP TO $75 FOi\ SWITCHING FRéE CHECKS

AND REORDERS g FREE ONLINE BILL'PAYMENT

g -4 ' : : 'Movié stars. Two-yeaAr-ochs. And now you. With Circ.ée Checking)’
Feeling discouraged fately?

Maxed out all your credit
cards on Christmas gifts?

Wondering when things will
~ finally get better for you?

‘Here is the solution...

Certas Direct can consotidate all your credit
cards and loans into one monthly payment.

you too can be spoiled silly. You get fiee checks for the life of

the account, free use of any bank's ATMs, a free Debit Card,

'

and free online banking and bill payment. Plus, you get bonus
rates on CDs and the benefits of our MegaRewards Program. We'll even give you $50 for setting up direct deposit,

and $25 for your first bill paid online. To take advantage of ;His limited-time offer, call {-877-TOP-RATE, go-to—

START FRESH!

e Collections ¢ Judgments
e Bankrupt (discharged or undischarged)
e Credil counseling * Mortgage Loans
e Personal Loans ® Business Loans
"o Deht Consolidation Loans

charterone.com or-visit us in person at any Charter One branch.

"CHARTER ONE’

Being debt free. It could happen to you. BANK

Let our Certas Direct certified agents show
you how with just one call to

Certas D-lrect...866-856’-7035

Member. FDIC Receive & cash bumls of $50 it AGH dlrect deoosat mrlhe tull amoum of your payrok, pension or-Social Security check (PayPal and tax refunds excluded) is made by Apri 30, 2005 $25 bonus far onfing bi¥ payment .

will be credited to your account if the first online bifl payment is-done by Aprit 30, 2008. All monetary boriuses are considered interest for tax purpbses, subject to 1088 reporting. Offer subject to change without notice. Circle

Checking Account Is & non-interest-bearing account (0.08% Annual Parcentage Yizid). Mininvum opening balancs is $50. With $5,000 combined misimum dally balance In all deposit accounts, including home equity lines or loans,. o
you avoid monthily maintenance fae of $15. You may be charged 2 fee by other banks or financial institutions for use of their ATMs, 2005 Charter One Bark, . ,

.
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DEATHS

c .
“Ingrid V. Carney, formerly of
Bloomfietd Hills, died Jan, 17.
Patrick J. Chandler, 61, of Auburn
Hills, died Feb. 1.
Barbara Cihak, of Westland, died
Feb. 4.
D
Margaret Evelyn Davidsen {nee
Cripps), B7, formerly of Farmington
Hilis, died Feb. 5.
Jeanette A, Dorvee, 76, of Redford
Township, died Feb. 5.
G
Stephen M. Galida, 36, of
Coshocton, Ohio, died Feb. 6.
H
Ernest William Hobson, 78, of
Oxford, died Feb. 5.
J
Joanne L. Jacksan, of Garden City,

increditie -

vahie

g - .

TAKE AN EXTRA
any single sale
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For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric

Priscilla T. Lightfoot, of Redford

Township, died Feb, 5.
M,

Irene H. Marcinkowski, of Plymouth
Township, died Feb. 3.

Amelia Dolores McKee
(Ruppersberg), 90, of Troy, died
Feb.7.

Lawrence Lyndeil Moore, of Canton
Township, died Feb, 3,

Minnie Myers, 94, died Feb. 2.

P

'T
Edna Trombetia, of Canton
Township, died Feb. 3.
v
Kenneth E. VanderVen, of Livonia,
died Jan. 31, _ .
Phillips Buick Van Dusen, 74, of
Chapet Hill, N.C., died Feb. 4.
. W .
John Hazen Wilson, 83, of

Plymiouth, died Feb. 6.

Lena E, Wing, 93, of Rochester

A o o7

purchase in fine jewelry
vatid Friday, February 11
thru Monday, February 14

I

Newspapers. Esther J. Parrott, 73, of Westfand, Hitls, died Feb. 1.
Complete paid ohituaries can be died Feb. 5. S S o
found inside today's Sports section R _ : L
in Passages on page (9. Sandra J, (Sandy) Rosaen died Feb, - CFIME WATCH o
4‘ . | 3 o .\‘.
died Feb. 4. S }Nolmar] faces;ltnal '
K George F. H, Schaeler, of Westland, m
Marian C. Korth, 98, of Clarkston, died Feb. 5. in eaS"lg SCheme
died Feb. 3. Helen R. Smith, 100, of Rochester, A Livonia woman will face trialin
L died Feb. 1.
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charges she embezzied money
while she managed a Westland
apartment complex.

Mary Adele Qison, 35, was ordered
to stand trial after testimony con~
cluded Tuesday during 2 prefiminary
hearing in Westland 18th District
Court, ) ,

- She remains free on a personal
bond as she awaits triat, If convict-
ed, she could face penalties ranging
-up to 10 years in prison, . - .

QOlson is charged with embiezzling

mere than $20,000, aitholigh the

“amount lost to the apartment own-

. ers.is more than $76,000, police
Sgt. Steve Borisch has said.

testified during Olson’s hearing, -
which started Jan, 27 and was then

. defayed until Tuesday.. ~

. Olson worked ag:manager of Warris

Ladies’ shoes from Nine West,
AK Anne Klein, Clarks and more.
Orig. 59.00-79.00. wwomewsstoes.

Raiph Lauren Romance for Her
threg-piece Set. mwomars Fiskses. whiLE SUPPLES LAST

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Express not accepted with phone ordars.

) STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-5705 and Laure! Park Place (724) 083-7500 open Sun. 12-8, Mon.-Sat. 10

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MastsrCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOGATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HiLLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON
STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVON{aA, CORNER OF NEWEBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD, Farcantages off regula prices of onginal prices, as $Mown

AT RO RV STt grate] peerrentage aff "Reguier end "Onginatl® prices reflect offering prices which ray not heve resultsd in actual 2alaz Marchandiss selecton ey vary from one $10re to ancthar,

-9,

PDFOEQB2E5261

" You All My Love is contemporaryin -
- style, : L

Farms near Newburgh and Joy at
the time that she is accused of
embezziing money, Borisch said.

Otson is accused of renting to new
tenants and then pocketing their
money; which, according to Borisch,
some renters paid in cash.

Olson was charged after the man-
agement company found apart-
ments that had been used by ten-
ants even though they were sup-
posed to be vacant and cfean.

INFORMATION CENTRAL -

How will you surprise your
Valentine? A card on her pillow or a

Residents, accountants and others - scented candle at twilight? How about.

a handwritten poem?

Most of us long to be remembered
on Valentine's Day and sometimes a
small gesture deeply touches one's
heart, :

Let your library get you started with
books abounding in tenderhearted
themes. Whether you wish to plan a

“romantic dinner or a child's party, you

witl be pleased with the choices avail
able to you. How about baking a heart-
shaped cake or ¢cookies? Many cook:
books feature treats for Valentine’s
Day. : '

Picture books are magical in their
messaqe of kindness. With Loks of
Love, by Hans Wilhelm is a sweet story
about Toby, who makes a comforting
Valentine for Nana Bear, broken-heart-
ed over the disappearance of her
beloved pet cockatoo.

Children will be surprised how the -

. little bird is recovered, Other children's

Valentine books include A Village Full -
of Valentines by James Stevenson and
The Day It Rained Hearts by Felicia |
Bond.
For an inspiring pertrait of devetion:
and fove, the tender relationship hon-:
ored in Nancy Reagan’s book, /Love
You Ronnig, is very moving. You tay
be inspired to write your own love let--
ters. Pearis of Love: A Complete I3
Handbook on Love Letters and Love
Poems by Ara J. Movsesian will guide #
you in this last ari, k

In matters of the heart, poems echgy
one's deepest emotions. Good Morning

W

fo You, Valentine: Poems for
Valentine’s Day is an anthology of 2

~-poems. This Valentine’s Day, | Fromise.

b3

Ribbons of pink and red weave cre-:
ative patterns in rows and rows of
craft books. Country Needlecrafts by
Alma Lynne teaches how to makea
chitd's sweater with hearts. Patriotic *
hearts are featured, too. o

Juliet Bawden offers instructions --,
for & delicately embroidered christen-/
ing dress in her book, Hearts: The Art
of Making Gifts of Love and Affection.é:g

Childrenstove to create their own
gifts. Hearts and Crafts, by Sheri
Brownigq ¥s a book your chitdren
might enjoy. :

Your fibrary can help you enjoy.a =
memorabte Valentine's Day. :

[
%

=

¥

The Wilfiam P. Faust Public Library is
at 6123/Central City Parkway, Westlarid:
For more information, calt (734) 326- ~

6123,

THERAPEUTIC PROGRAN

Baseball o
Children age 3-12 can participate if .
the program’s T-Bafl/coach-pitch
baseball during the summer.
Registration will be April 1-May 1,
with practices and games taking.
place on Thursdays May 19-Juty 28 - .-
at Jaycee Park, Wilidwood at Hunter:
in Westland. In case of inclement
weather, games and practice will be
in the gymnasium at the Bailey

. Recreation center, 36651 Ford.
The program is open to siblings.
Cost Is $50 for residents and their -
siblings without fund-raiser and $5% -
for non-resident and sibtings with- - ::
out fund-raiser or $10 for residents’: .
and $11 for non-residents with funds
raiser (seffing $104 candy bars at $t -
each). ‘ :
For more information about the T
Ball/coach-pitch program or to
obtain a Therapeutic Recreation
Program application, cali (734) 722 -
7620.

H

;
)
Carpal Tunnel :
Syndrome Hotline
Reveals What Sufferers)
Must Know 1
If you suffer from carpal tunnel 3 ;-
syndrome related symptoms, then| *
you need to know before you take) -
" apill, wear a splint, oreven
consider surgery! For a Free
Copy of a special regort, call the
-Carpal Tunnel Syndrome Hotlin

toll-free at 1-888-489-8764.
24 hr. recorded message.

e
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Westland surqeon returs from tsunaml dlsaster with hope

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER .

Dr. Karl Bandlien had just complet-
ed rounds at Oakwood Annapolis
Hospital and was on his way to church
when news about the tsunami tragedy
came on the radio.

For the next week he couldn’t eat and
hardly slept until turning to prayer. An
answer came and by Monday he was on
a plane to Sri Lanka. Bandlien knew
living conditions were below standard

even before the tidal wave struck
because he'd spoken at 2 conference for
Healtheare Christian Fellowship in Sri
Lanka in 2003.

“I had been in those areas, knew the
people and had worked with them,”
said Bandlien wbo has a surgery prac-
tice in Westland. ‘

“T'd never seen anything inTegard to -
destruction of all the structures and
massive loss of life. It was something
that was beyond anythmg you could
possibly imagine.”

As senior medical officer for the
Michigan Disaster Medical Assistance
Team, Bandlien had been called upon
to assist survivors of hurricaneg in
Hawaii, an earthquake in California

but had never e.xpenenced destruction '

and death of this proportion. After
traveling 24-hours by plane, he rode
anocther seven hours in a van to reach
the area where he, and physicians from
San Francisco, Australia and Sri Lanka
along with a dentist, would treat every-

thing from infections to wounds.
‘Bandlien says it was a miracle how
they all came together. His contact was

" the Healthcare Christian Fellowship,

an interdenominational organization
representing more than 100 nations.
HCF coordinated all of the relief agen-
cies providing assistance,

“It struck me as an impossible task,”
said Bandlien. “T had surgeries sched-
uled, meetings. I'm medical director for

%

Dr. Karl Bandllen passes out Band-Alds mth cartoon caracters on them Wh:te useless for the

types of wounds he was seeing, Sri Lapkan men, women and children had never seen anythmg
like them,

Visiting Physicians Association. It did-
't seem possible, It was amazing in the
next 24-hours, I got plane tickets that
would take me there on Monday. To me
personally this was a miracle. From
there it was an amazing set of events.
“It was a miracle how all these things
came together, an answer to a prayer
and an answer by God to the cries of
these people.” Part of the miracle was
along with the wound care, bandages

N

‘Southeast Michigan’s only five-time Top 100 Heart Hospital.

‘5 B ~ Out of over 6,000 hospitals, Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center was recently

named one of the Top .100 Heart Hospitals in the nation.* Qakwood is the only
southeast Michigan hospital to receive this honor five of the last six years. What
does that mean? Shorter hospital stays. Faster recovery times. Consistently higher
| success. rates. And a level of personal care you just won't find anyp!ace else.

* Solucient 100 Top Hospitals: Cardiovascular Benchmarks for Success Class of 2004

and medical supplies Bandlien came
equipped with, the San Francisco doc-
tor brought a $30,000 donation of
antibiotics and medications. It wasn't
long before all were in Trimcomalee on
the northern part of the east coast.

Along the way they saw parts of the
peninsula where 1,200 were killed.
They drove down the road to the local
hospital where 65 patients plus all of
the nurses and doctors died.

“It hit us se hard. Our stomachs were
upside down. We tried to process what
happened;” said Bandlien. “They took
us to where there was still a standing
structure, a school house. We put up
chairs and tables, set up stations.

“It was wall to wall patients. I'm con-

. vinced many-would have had serious

consequences or loss of life. They had
open draining wounds and infections.
Many were dragged across areas after
the wave hit them and sustained
injuries.”

" When Bandlien talks about the expe-

" rience his voice shakes at certain

points. He tells the story of a school
teacher who studied tsunamiis and
remembered the warning signs. When
he saw the ferry boat rise 30 to 40-feet
in the air, he knew to run for his life. He
screamed to his neighbots, but they
didn’t heed the warning, He and his
family were the only survivors. .
Bandlien brought back stories of
hope as well. As he was gathering up
supplies on the last day, Bandlien found
colorful Band-Aids with cartoon char-

acters in the bottom of his bag.

“They were useless for the types of -
wounds I was seeing,” said Bandlien. °I
had an audience of kids around me all
day, pulling foreign objects out of legs. I
looked at their faces. It was like on
Christmas day. They came from every-
where requesting these Band-Aids.

“I shared with these kids that God ~
really cared about them. That's why we
were there, It's not a Christian area -
Hindus, Buddhists, Moslems. There

" had been a lot of tension, Christian

churches burned and rebels fighting,
There was a healing taking places
between many of these different areas
of conflict; Members of a church had

gone to a Hindu area and started clean-
ing up and a Hindu priest wanted to ...
apologize for something he said earlief} -

'm still trying to understand what =
can we learn from this. Life is very frag
ile. It could have been any one of us in-

the vacation spots in Thailand. God is=us -
speaking to get our priorities in orders;

Bandlien is home now and reassesst;;
ing his life.

He wants to share his experiences
and create awareness so others will ‘j
help.

“Beferel ca.me home I met with my =
(HCF) counterpart iri Sri Lanka and v
prayed together. Since then I've been %

_-gble to direct this in a positive d1rectlon*

rather than be overwhelmed by itand :
see solutions.” :

chomin@oe.homecomm.net | {734) 953245

‘ OakWOod

Designed Around You®

800.543.WELL I
www.oakwood.org - :
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LPS tax renewals
merit ‘yes’ votes

Livonia Public Schools voters have two fairly easy deci~
sions when they go to the polls Feb. 22, Two millage pro-
posals to pay for funding the district schools are on the
baliot for five-year renewals, and both merit voter
approval.

The first issue is renewal of the distriet’s operatmg mill-
age, which helps pay day-to-day operating costs: salaries,
materials, transportation, etc.

The operating millage issue is a two-part tax, askmg
voters to approve 18.4568 mills on non-homestead or
business property and a “hold harmless” tax of 0.63 mills
on homeowners. Even though the district can only tax
business parcels at a maximum of 18 mills, the extra mill-
age sought is designed to allow the dlstnct to keep its rate

at 18 mills for all five years, even if the Headlee

Amendment forces rate rollbacks.

For homeowners, the rate sought is 0.63 mills, a reduc-
tion from the 0.75 mills approved five years ago.

That slight 0.12-mill reduction is made up in the other
issue on the ballot — the sinking fund millage, which asks
voters for 1.12 mills, an increase from the 1-mill tax
approved by voters in 2000. The difference will bring in
an extra $750,000 to pay for updates and improvements
on facilities, helping to protect the district’s massive
irf¥estment in school buildings.

-~ Just as importanily, the money raised — which cannot
be_used fof salaries — will keep the district ahead of

_emergency expenses that could drain the general fund

and impact kids, such as broken water mains or leaky
roofs, by replacing those types of items on a reasonable,
planned schedule. The program, so far, has paid for roofs,
windows and boilers at the schools, with plans to replace
doors, water mains, pavement cabinets and more in com-
ing years.
 There are certainly reasons to object to the district’s
decisions. This election should have been held not in
February, but during the regular election in May to save
money. And the district’s athletic facility bond was origi-
“hally promised to create facilities that would be made
available to the entire community — and that pledge still
has not been kept.
These two tax renewals, though, are too big, too impor-

tant for any kind of protest vote on those issues, Protecting -

‘almost a quarter of the district’s operating funds and

. maintaining the integrity of its buildings makes “yes” votes

The best Valentine's
gift: a healthy heart

This Valentine’s Day, be kind to your heart — it’s the
beét gift you can give those you love.

The American Heart Association — whose goal is to
reduce disability and death from cardiovascular diseases
afid stroke — observes February as American Heart
Month to educate Americans about preventative meas-
ures.

Despite recent news reports that cancer deaths surpass
those from heart disease, the latter remains the No. 1
killer in the United States for the population as a whole,
according to the American Heart Association.

~The American Cancer Society’s January report indicat-

ing more people under age 85 bave died from cancer than -

heart disease each year since 2002 included deaths from
heart disease only — not related cardiovascular diseases,
the AHA says.

Nearly 100,000 Amerlcans under age 60 die each year
from heart dlsease - ‘and another 17.9 million live with
the ravages of coronary heart disease and congestive
heart failure.

For women, cardiovascular dlsea_se is the leading cause
of death — a fact the local branch of the American Heart
Aééociation is attempting to educate the public about
thiough its- Go Red for Women Luncheon on Tuesday at
th& Hyatt Régency Dearborn. (For more information, call
[248] 827-4214.)

;The good news is, many of these deaths can be prevent—
ed by doing four 51mple things:

M Not smoking. .

.M Eating a healthy diet that 1ncludes fruits, vegetables

and whole grains.
M Exercising and maintaining a healthy weight.
'l Seeing your doctor for preventi()n and screening,

"This Valentine’s Day, commit to making these lifestyle =

changes — and increase your chances of living a longer,

_ healthier life with your loved ones.

They’ll appreciate it far more than a box of chocolates
orbouquet of red roses, :
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MICHIOAN' 5 UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE 15 'rovs IN THE NATION !

AT LEAST WE
ARE FIRST AT
SOMETHING |

Let lawmakers knovi |

My fellow citizens:
While attending various PTA, PTO,
and PTG meetings, I have had the

' opportunity to speak with a large num-

ber of citizens in the Wayne-Westland
School District.

They are being told, via the news
media, about the financial condition of
their state and the many proposed cuts
in services, as well as in school funding,.
They feel that they have been double
crossed by their state government. Some

have expressed that they were sold a “bill -~

of goods” with respect to voter approval
of the lottery in the State of Michigan.

© We were not told that the education
“line item” in the budget would be effec-
t1vely wiped out and replaced with noth-
ing but the lottery money. There was :
absolutely no net gain.

Michigan is now finaneing the educa-
tion of our students, and future leaders
with an unstable lottery, and an equality
unstable two cent sales tax. J

Your Wayne-Westland Community
School District has passed a $108.3 mil-
lion bond and a sinking fund to continue
improvements in the district. The district
made many promises to the citizens as to
how the money would be spent before
the respective passages.

The bond and sinking fund as you
know passed suceessfully. Look around
at every building in the district and you
will see “Promises made were promises
kept.” Every building has had major ren-
ovation and improvements,

The State of Michigan has made promises
to the school districts, too. First, we were to
receive an increase in the foundation grant
in the amount of $200 per student every
year. That didn’t happen. The foundation

grant hasbeen frozen for the last three years -

and perhaps for many years in the future,

The talented and gifted money has been
cut all together. Adult education money
has been cut by almost 80 percent. In fact,
the foundation grant is being eyed for sig-

nificant cuts in the future. '

Any business man knows that if your
income doesn’t meet the expenses there,
is not much chance that he will be in
business for very much longer.

Almost 50 percent of the states stu-
dent population resides in the tri-county
area, and yet the majority of our law
makers do not represent the majonty of
students. There is no equity in school
funding in Lansing,

We approved term limitations a few years
ago because we did not want career politicians.
That, my friends, was a very big mistake.

Now, the only real concern these fresh-
'man politicians have is to keep their seat
for eight years (those in the Senate) and six
years (those in the House.) There seems to
be no one in Lansing willing to step up to

thé plate and take the leadership the state

needs. We did not create these revenue
shortfalls, the legislature did.

qugeeachand every citizen that readsthls
to commumicate with your representatives in
both the House and Senate; ask them to for-
get about party affiliations and remember

~ that their first loyalty is to the citizens, the

students, and the future of this state.
This state needs help, and it needs it

LETTERS

NOW. We can’t wait until the spirit
moves them or until some lobbyist tells
you how to vote for this or that, Time
will tell what kind of law makers served
in this time of crisis and what kind of
legacy they left.
Ed Turner
trustee, Wayne-Westiand Board of Education

-Hideous propaganda

I recently received an e-mail froma .
friend. It had been forwarded many
times, but it caught my attention. It was
typed in large bold print, indicating the
sender was shouting. The message urged
people not to buy the Islamic Christmas
Eid postage stamp, because the Postal
Service was cooperating with a terrorist
group and that all Muslims were respon-
sible for the attacks on the United States,

I was bothered at first, but I grew more
irritated by the implications of the e-
mail, After several days, I checked with
the U.8. Postal Service which replied that
the stamp simply cornmemorates the
season and wishes all a blessed holiday.
The Postal Service has done this with
several religions, and asks those who
don't approve to not participate. =~

After reading the explanation from the
Postal Service, which is fair and well rea-
soned, I became quite irritated by the orig-
inal e-mail, I sent a reply berating the
implications of the message, and explained
that these hysterical claims of wrongdoing,
to divide people, were the same methods
used by fascist regimes throughout history.

The surprising part of this story comes
from my friend who sent the e-mail to

. me. She said I offended the originator of

the e-mail. _

“How could you accuse her of anti-
Christian, fascist actions?” she cried,
“She is an upstanding member of the
church and the church choir director”

I thoughtfully read and reread her
reply and remembered many people
believe that simply participating in
church activities makes you a good per-
son in the eyes of God. Many Christians
Jiving in Germany in the 1940s believed
‘the same and supported Nazis, I replied
that the e-mail originator is not a fascist,

!'but her ignorance should not allow her
to condone fascist ideals. :

I won't resort to the extremes of the e-
mail originator, of making generalities
based on propaganda, but I can make the
conclusion the writer of the e-mail is

participating in the conservative move- .

ment to divide this nation by exclusion.
As Mr. Bush has stated, “You are either
with us, or against us.” This very anti-
American sentiment is the heart of the con-
servative movement, to exclude anyone not
sympathetic to their agenda, and it pervades
many aspects of conservative actions, This

very one-sided, polarizing propaganda is very

anti-American and is the heart of the e-mail.
As a Christian and an American, T am’
not sympathetic with those continuing to
divide this nation in the name of Christ
and patriotism. This country, the United
States, is in desperate need of leaders,
interested in the American ideal, the
common good for “we the people.”
. Many e-mailslike this one have been
circulating frequently in the last several

'and content,

years, confusing fact with fiction and cre- .

ating hysteria instead of informing citi-
zens. The truth is Muslims are not

responsible for 9/11 and the post office is .

not cooperating with terrorists.

However, this e-mail has succeeded in
actlvatmg a citizen. I, for one, am spea.k—
ing out against this and calling it what it
is. Hideous propaganda hiding behind
the flag and the church. _

Allan Biber
Westland

Social Security myth

In trying to sell the idea of private
accounts for Social Securify, President
Bush advertises tha.t, “Your children can
inherit your account.”

But that’s only if you die before yoilr . ol

private account is exhausted. Ifyou die

before it is exhausted, you are simply out, -

of luck. Unlike the eurrent system of
benefits, it does not continue until death. -

If your private account runs out, you wilt
be stuck with minimal social security ben-
efits, reduced onceé because the system is
already underfunided, and reduced again
because you opted for private accounts.

If you have a good pension or a well-
funded retirement plan, this may be an
acceptable risk for you. But for millions
of people, Social Security is their only
income. You can expect to see a lot more
stories of elderly people living on cat -
food if this program is adopted.

George Shea

Plymouth

- A big win

1 always enjoy reading Phll Power’s.
insightful pieces in the Observer &
Eecentric. It prohably helps that I agree
with almost everything he says. 'm a .
member of the Nature Conservancy, my

" favorite of the many environmental/con-
servation groups I belong to. It’s gomg to )

be a long four years with Bush.

It was helpful reading your Jan. 27
article (“U.P. land deal epitornizes the
spirit of cooperation”) to get a flavor on

the difficulty and complexity of preserva- .

tion efforts. A hig win for everyone in the
UP and Michigan,
x - George I)iiqard

Birmingham- -

* SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please

inctude your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400

words or less. We may ed|t for ciarltv space

Mail: :
Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, Mi 48150

Fax:
(734) 591279

E-mail:
smason@oe. homecomm net

“This is not a Band-Aid approach, this is a fix. We feel this is an ideal location and thie time to do it. We see this as .

- QUOTABLE

buying value for the city and hrinq'inqvthe value of homes up, but it has to be a joint effort with the community.”

- Westland Youth Athletic Assouation President John Gellert, about a proposed massive parks improvement prolect

adjacent to Central City Park



http://www.hometownUfe.com
http://www.hotnetownlife.com
mailto:smason@oe.homecomm.net

(W)

wiw.hometownlife.com

|__OTHER OPINIONS

We need to view Detroit's
problems as ours, as well

s stories about Detroit Mayor Kwame
. Kilpatrick’s evident shenanigans (putting it mild-
y) have flooded the media, I've started musing
about Coleman A, Young, Detroit’s first black mayer.
Like Kilpatrick, Young was a former state legis-
lator, first elected to the state Senate in 1964 and
then chosen Democratic floor leader in 1966. He
was bright and capable; people in Lansing affec-
tionately called him “Coalie” and thought of him
as the smartest black politician ofhis day. -
After the 1967 Detroit riot shook Michigan to

-its core, it became perfectly, clear that the city

would become a majority
African-American town — and
that civil peace would depend
on the election of a black mayor.
Young ran in 1973, narrowly
defeating John Nichols, then " .
Detroit’s police chief, cha:rgmg
“blackjack rule” by the mostly
white policé department.

For a time, the elite of Michigan
— the business community, the
media, opinion makers of all
stripés — welcomed Young as the
savior of our largest city. But his
blunt language began to poison
t.he we]l of general public approval. Early on, he invit-
ed criminals in Detroit to “hit Eight Mile Rna,d,”
remark interpreted by suburbanites as an inivitation
1o invade their communities, Worse, as time went on,
Young built and maintained a power base in Detroit
by using essentially racist rhetoric to appeal to an
essentially segregated black constituency.

By the time Young decided o call it 2 day in 1993,
most serious people were happy to see him leave oﬁice

Even at this early juncture in Kilpatricks career, the
parallels between him and Young are striking. Except
that the city of Detroit is far, far worse off today than it
was a decade ago. And Kilpatrick, at 34 and prone to
youthful impulsiveness, is hardly the seasoned pro
that the 55-year-cld Young was when he took office.,

Here'’s a quick lock at some of the most awe-
some problems:

B The city faces a nearly $400 million budget
shortfall that will require hundreds of city
employees to be laid off and draconian reduc-
tions in alrea.dy skimpy city services.

B The city has lost more than a million resi-
dents in the past half-century, and experts pre-

Phit:
Power

“dict another drop of 50,000 in the next five years.

More than 15,000 businesses have left the city
since 1972, and the unemployment rate is 14 per-
cent, compared with 7.4 percent statewide,

B Yet the city’s payroll is, well, bloated. According to
arecent story in The New York Times, Detroit still has
18,000 employees (the same as a decade ago!) and 1.4
administrative employees for every 1,000 residents,

: far higher than the 1.0 median for other big cities.

B The Detroit school system sent last week a deficit
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reduction plan to Lansing, which calls for hundreds of

 layoffs and the closure of more than 100 schools. The

district figures enrollment will fall to 100,000 by 2008,
half of what it was in 1999, the result of desperate fami-
lies fleeing to saburban districts or to charter schools.

Allin all, the situation facing Detroit constitutes
the worst potential for crisis for Michigan since
1967. “To the extent bad politics continues to

-swamp good economics, I see no turnaround irnmi-

nent,” said David Littmann, just-retired chief econ-
omist at Comerica, who recently told The New York'
Times, “It does gravitate to a graveyard spiral”
Incurable deficits at the city of Detroitand the
Detroit schools could reach a combined $500 million
or more; nobody knows for sure, But both organiza-
tions are required by law to balance their budgets.
And their situation could trigger a state law forcing
the appuintment of financial receivers to run the city
and the scheols, which would be, in effect, an involun-
tary state takeover of Detroit and its schoo] system.,
Gov. Jennifer Granholn, who needs unions and
minority votes to turn out big time if she i¢ to win re-

election, won't welcome the prospect. Yet Kilpatrick’s

months-long struggle with the Detroit City Council
over refinancing the city’s debt suggests local politics
are still in full denial and hardly clear-eyed about
financial matters or tough-minded management.

Perhaps it’s time to begin the politically very
sensitive yet very badly needed discussion of just
what, really, we are going to do about Detroit.

Up to ndw, most opinion can be sumrnarized by the
late U.S. Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s memorable
phrase, “henign neglect,’ which was originally used to

government policy toward the breakdown
of black families. But neglect, whether benignor .
malign, doesi’t seem to be working. And the thought
of a finahcial storm provoking ancther crisis of racial
hostility is something nobody wants to entertain. -

Maybe it’s time to revisit the issue of just how
Detroit fits with the rest of the state, either as an
imploding black hole propagated by benign neglect
or — shocking idea! — as part of a broader region.

An article on Cleveland in a recent issue of The New
Yorker magazine put the point well: “Increasingly,
Cleveland was becoming the shrinking centerin a
crazy quilt of suburbs and edge cities, connected by
freeways and spread over eight counties. Each one
competed for people, jobs and commerce, while con-
tributing nothing to the city’s eroded tax base”

The article goes on to quote the mayor of Cleveland,
Jane Campbell: “We need a new mentality if we're
going to turn things around, We've been thinking of
Cleveland as a special problem where we need tobe
thinking of it as part of a regional problem’

This is hardly a popular idea. But I wonder if
there are any better alternatives.

Phil Pawer is the chairman of the beard of the company that owns
this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reactions to this
column either at (734) 953-2047 cr at ppower@homecomm.net.
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¥ 1 was a proud moment to see the young
men and women in their mortarboards.

The occasion wasn't a high school com-
mencement, but rather the Growth Works
recognition dinner Feb. 3. Among those hon-
ored were students who have earned a GED
certificate through a Schooleraft College pro-
gram, )

“Isn’t that why we do the things we do?”
said Dale Yagiela, the youth agency’s execu-
tive director, in summing up the feelings of
many that evening at St. John’s Golf and
Conference Center.

April Fulks and Drew Fox of Garden City,
Michael Kantz of Redford and Mike
Wendling, Christopher
Allen and Justin Knoll of
Westland are the first group
of young people who have
earned their GED through
Growth Works’ partnership
with Schooleraft College
and succeeded in initial col-
lege efforts.

Also lauded for outstand-
ing efforts at Schoolcraft
were Edward Butler and
Lance Reid of Inkster and
Alexandra Mitchie of
Westland.

Growth Works has faced budget challenges
in recent years, but such talk was in the back-
ground Feb. 3 as the talk was on student
accomplishments. “Still, we're able to make
this work,” Yagiela told the more than 200
gathered at the former seminary site in -
Plymouth Township,

Youth nominated for recognition awards
for achievements in the past year include Carl
Hightower and Lance Reid of Inkster,
Christina McBride and Christopher Schendel
of Plymouth, Emily Hipple of Dearborn,
Amelia Casillas of Dearborn Heights, John
Nardi of Belleville and Christina Smith of
Westland. Ian Bojanic of Grosse Pointe Park
and his parents, Tony and Corrlne, were
lauded for efforts and progress in recovery.

Young people weren't the only honorees.
Christa Cipparone and Dr. Deborah Daijek of
Schooleraft College were recognized for their
support of Growth Works students.

Jamie Fornwalt, of Wolverine Human
Services in Livonia, Joseph Orban of .
Westland, of Wayne-Westland’s 'I‘mkham
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| Overcoming adversity gives these
young people well-deserved moment

- ¥

Growth Works has been serving western -
Wayne County famifies for more than 30 .
years, and this was the 16th annual recog-

nition dinner. The event has grownin >
attendance and scope, but the purpose of ~
honoring student and community achieve:;
ment remains the same, -
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Alternative Education, and community mem- *
bers Ray and Michele Schmidt of Livonia
were chosen for recogmtlon awards for work
aimed at improving young people’s lives.: .

These students typically don’t make the ~* *
NEeWSpaper, at least not in a positive light, so=++
it's great to be able to focus on their accom- -
plishments. Schendel, of Plymouth, knows he .
couldn’t have done it alone, and thanks God,
family and friends for what he’s been able to
achieve in the past year at Growth Works,

Improved grades, absence of trouble with 1=
the law, freedom from substance abuse — all
these and more are gains these young people-
and their families have made. Yagiela .
thanked the Growth Works staff and board . ..,
for hard work and for putting young people =
in the community first in their hearts. .

Growth Works has been serving western-
Wayne County families for more than 30
years, and this was the 16th annual recogni-
tion dinner. The event has grown in atten- -
dance and scope, but the purpose of honoring™’
student and community achievement -
remains the same.

Student achievement is to be lauded regard- ~
less of the circumstances, but it’s niee to be &ble ;
to put the spotlight on a group of young people' o
who have had difficult pasts. They've worked "~
hard to overcome obstacles, with capable and '}
loving help from family ané professionals, and* 7
this is truly their moment to shine. E ﬂ :
Julie Brown of Plymouth Township is presentatmn edl-
tor for the Dbserver & Eccentric Newspapers She may
be reached at (248) 901-2565 or via e- mail at i
jbrown@ge.homecomm.net. ' y
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