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takes over 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wayne-Westland Community Schools 
isn't leaving anything to chance when it comes 
to this year's school election, even if it means 
skirting a new state law. 

• :The district took the initiative last week to 
callforthe annual election, which will be held 
on Tuesday, May 3. The vote by the Board of 
Education comes less than a month before nom­
inating petitions are due for the election. 

Under the state's election consolidation law, 
the district no longer operates an election office. 
Filing for school board offices must now be 
done through the Westland city clerk's office. 

vTs 

•• "I absolutely 
*< "^§£ can tell you 

there is a May 
election," said 
Assistant 
Westland City 
Clerk Nancy 
Bonaparte. 

Up for grabs 
Turner Becher in the election 

are two seats 
currently held by veteran board trustee Ed 
Turner and newcomer Steve Becher who was 
elected to school board last June to fill the 
remaining year of a term held by the late 
Mathew McCusker. Both are four-year terms. 

school board election 
The filing deadline is 4 p.m. Feb. 8 for the 

election. The deadline comes more than two 
months earlier than in previous years because 
the school board opted for the May date for its 
annual elections. It was one of four dates pro­
vided by the new law. 

But, not only did the election date change, the 
law also moved responsibility for the election 
from the school district to the county clerk or 
local clerk. 

In the case of districts like Wayne-Westland 
which takes in all of Wayne, a large portion of 
Westland and portions of Canton Township, 
Inkster and Romulus, the responsibility falls 
with the county clerk to run the election, unless 
a local clerk opts to be the election coordinator. 

Westland City Clerk Eileen DeHart has said she 
will do that for the school district. 

As a result, candidate petition packets are 
now available at the clerk's office in Westland 
City Hall, 36601 Ford. Residents can get their 
names on the ballot by gathering the signatures 
of 40 registered voters or by paying a $100 fil­
ing fee, payable to the city of Westland. 
Candidates also must.complete affidavit of iden­
tity forms for the election. The documents must 
be filed at the Westland clerk's office. 

Candidates who circulate petitions will have 
to be careful in gathering the signatures of reg­
istered voters, according to Bonaparte. There 
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William D. Ford Career Technical Center student Dan Masserang moves a partially complete tray of shrimp cocktails to another work area in the culinary arts 
kitchen. The shrimp were served to guests at the North American International Auto Show Preview Gala Friday evening. Masserang is a senior at Wayne Memorial 
High School. 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Astrology, numerology, whatever. It's 
good news for the culinary students at the 
William D. Ford Career Technical Center 
that Tony Paquette is a chef and not a for­
tune teller. 

Three years ago Paquette was saying the 
appearance of his students at the Auto 
Show Gala was a one-shot deal. Last year, 
he again predicted that the Detroit Auto 
Dealers Association would be replacing his 
group with students from another program. 

Neither happened. 
Friday evening, when Gov. Jennifer 

Granholm cut the ribbon for the preview 
ri arty, he was back with his students, serv­
ing shrimp cocktail, charbroiled chicken 
with pasta and panera sauce, french pas­
tries and punch. 

"It's exciting," he said. "It's exciting for us 

Culinary arts student Kassandra Kierpaul, a senior 
at John Glenn, creates chocolate triangles to 
decorate some of the french pastries. 

and very exciting for, the students. For us, 
we don't know who's who. It could be a 
president of a company to a worker who 
stops at our booth. It's glamorous, but it 

allows the students a chance to shine." 
Fifteen students represented the center 

at the fund-raising party, traditionally held 
the night before the auto show opens to the 
public. 

For three years, the center's culinary arts 
students have prepared enough food to 
serve 6,Q00 guests - 140 pounds of dry 
pasta, 100 pounds of chicken breasts, thou­
sands of shrimp and 6,000 pieces of french 
pastry. 

The culinary arts staff selected the 15 stu­
dents who work at the Cobo Hall event. 
This year's group had just one veteran of 
the gala, Angie Cetrone. The remainder 
were a combination of first- and second-
year students. 

"We're 105 students strong and there's no 
possible way we could do it without all 105 
of those students," said Paquette. "The, 15 
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New computer 
would link city 

BY DARRELL C U M 
STAFF WRITER • 

Westland city leaders are embarking on a new tech­
nology plan that will streamline city business and ulti­
mately improve services for residents. 

Using $247,850 in cable-TV franchise fees, city offi­
cials plan to start implementing a new computer sys­
tem that will link city buildings and make it easier for 
employees to communicate. 

"I think we're really antiquated when it comes to 
technology," Mayor Sandra Cicirelli said. 

The plan will dramatically boost e-mail capabilities 
and allow departments to quickly share information 
about issues ranging from broken water lines to build­
ing department documents to which streets need 
snowplowing. 

Eventually, as other technology phases are imple­
mented, local residents will be able to pay their taxes 
and water bills online or handle other business, such as 

PLEASE SEE COMPUTER, A4 

Calling all former 
Academic All-Stars 

Since 1985, the Observer & Eccentric hag honored 
outstanding students though its Academic All-Star 
program. 

This year marks the Observer's 20th year of honor­
ing local students and we'd like to hear from our for­
mer Academic All-Stars. 

If you were an Observer Academic All-Star, let us 
know what you have been doing since your selection. 
What did you study? What careers did you have? 
What's your life been like since that time? Tell us your 
story and include your high school graduation photo 
and a recent photo, too. 

Special annual sections about the Academic All-
Stars have saluted the intelligence, involvement and 
industry of the best and brightest students in public 
and private high schools around Oakland and Wayne 
counties 

This year, we're planning a special edition in honor 
of the program's 20th anniversary. 

If you're a former All-Star or a parent who can provide informa­
tion and photos about your.former Ail-Star, e-mail Special Editor 
Mary Kiemic at mklemictoe.homecomm.net or mail to Observer & 
Eccentric, 805 E. ftaple, Birmingham 48009 Attn: Mary Kiemic. Be 
sure to include a phone number where you can be reached. You 
can e-mail photos in a jpeg format (please send largest size pos­
sible} and make sure photos are identified. 
The special, section will be published in May 2005. 
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Kids! Grab your Crayons! 
Color Big Bird, send your entry in and you could be 
the lucky winner of a pizza party tor 25 people and 
tickets to Sesame Street Lives new show! 

Coming Thursday in Filter 

Winter Blast 
warms up 

Detroit and 
readies us for 

Super Bowl XL w * 
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Committee studies 
needs of disabled 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli has 
formed a committee to study 
whether the needs of the city's 
disabled residents are being 
met. 

"They will identify the needs 
of the community and how we 
can address those needs," 
Cicirelli said. 

She has named four people 
to the panel - Michael Harris, 
Ernie Whaley, Ray Schuholz 
and Henry Johnson — and she 
will soon fill a fifth post. The 
members either have disabili­
ties or work with the disabled. 

"They can certainly bring 
their own personal experience 
to the table, as well as their 
professional experience in 

some cases," the mayor said. 
Federal law regulates what 

the city must do to make its 
buildings accessible to the dis­
abled, but Cicirelli said the 
committee will ensure that no 
problems have been over­
looked. 

The group also may initiate 
educational programs to help 
the public better understand 
and accommodate the needs of 
disabled people, Cicirelli said. 
The committee may seek 
grants for such programs. 

The committee hasn't started 
its work yet, but Cicirelli said 
she expects that its first meet­
ing will be sometime in 
February. 

The Heart of a Woman 
Lecture Series 

smmSY HEALTH SYSTEM'S 
./" MICHIQANHEART AVASCULAR INSTITUTE PRESENTS 
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Tuesday, 
January 2 5 , 2 0 0 5 
7-9 p.m. 
Michigan Heart & Vascular 
Institute Auditorium 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital 
campus, Ann Arbor 

Cost is free. 

Registration is 
required. Call: 
734-712-5400 or 
800-231-2211 

Regular physical activity 
can help reduce your risk 
of heart disease. 

join us as Cardiologist 
Barbara Kong, MD, 
discusses how exercise can 
improve your heart health. 
Dr. Kong will help you 
decide how to begin 
exercising safely,,what 
to do and how often. 
Come and iearn how to 
live a more active life. 

There will be plenty of 
time for questions. 

Light refreshments will be served. 
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students that go down repre­
sent all of them." 

Serving food at the gala is 
somewhat of a culmination of 
what the program has done for 
the DADA. In December, the 
students tapped to be at the 
gala went to Troy to serve the 
DADA board of directors a surf 
and turf lunch. 

And on Wednesday, they 
provided 100 box lunches. 
Instead of using the traditional 
plastic foam containers, the 
students packed the lunches -
turkey and Swiss or ham and 
cheese of croissants, pasta 
salad, chips an pickles - into 
white market bags and deco-
rated-them with tags listing the 
contents and attached with raf­
fia. 

Of course, it let the recipient 
know the lunch was by the culi­
nary arts program. 

For Friday evening's gala, six 
students worked as chefs, 
assembling the chicken and 
pasta with panera sauce. The 
others greeted guests, kept the 
serving trays filled, picked up 
empty plates and even handed 
out napkins. 

Keeping with the auto show 
theme, the cam shaft, pistons 
and rotor, car parts were again 
used as props to help serve the 
food. 

"It's real nice," Paquette said 
of the food station. "We're 
pulling out all the stops. But 
the big thing is going to be put­
ting some showmanship in it 
with the food preparation." 

The students also are discov­
ering that gala regulars are 
looking for their food station. 

According to Paquette, last 
year students heard one party-
goer say, "Hey, hey, hey, they're 
here again" and another com­
ment on their serving "real 
shrimp." 

"Our students anticipate 
what their customers need," 
said Paquette. "The candles, 
the smells, it draws the people 
to us. It's crazy. It's a good time. 
We have a lot of fun, but by the 
end of the night, we're tired." 

The culinary arts students 
aren't the only Career Tech stu­
dents shining at the auto show. 

X 
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PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER -

Johrr Glenn High School junior Samantha Passalacqita (left) receives instructions from pastry chef Mary dobbs (t\ffi)h;; 
on the chocolate dipped pretzels which were made for the auto show. . " : ' '">H 

Students in the center's Auto 
Tech program along with 
instructors Mark Batko and 
Jim Schimer were at Cobo last 
Wednesday to participate in 
the Industry Preview Day's 
Tech Trek. The trek is made up 
of 50 questions which students 
answer by looking for answer 
in the displays at the show, said 
Cindy Candela, the center's job 
placement coordinator. 

"The preview day is awe­
some," she said. "The students 
receive lunch and the industry 
sponsors fabulous prizes like 
Snap-On tool boxes, money-
and gifts. The auto dealers 
sponsor the kids for lunch and 
the show." 

According to Candela, the 
auto dealers give the opportu­
nity to see what careers are 
available to as many students 
as possible by keeping the cost 
at $10 per student. 

"They have a career day 
where they learn about market­
ing and design trends," she 
added. "GM, DaimlerChrysler, 
BMW, Center for Creative 
Studies are among those pres­
ent." 
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^' J k...s Josh Matchinkowski junior at Melvindale High School (from left), 
Rachael LaSalle, a senior at Wayne Memorial HighSchool, and Samantha 
Wojciechowski, a junior at John Glenn High School, work on the shrimp cups. 

On Monday and Saturday, 
four Auto Tech students will 
work two shifts at the show's 
Automotive Youth Educational 
System exhibit. 

The students, who are still in 
high school, work at dealer­
ships. 

"It's so phenomenal," said 
Candela. "They're so into cars. 
They talk to young people 
about auto careers." 

Those students are assigned 

job coaches and mentors and 
between their junior and senior 
years work with their mentor. 
The program comes with a 
$3,600 Snap-On tool kit as a 
scholarship, "so you know these 
kids are serious about their 
work," Candela said. "It's not 
just about being an engineer, 
it's all the other automotive 
careers. It's a big deal." 

smasonlioe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112 

5 5 Roofing and Siding Inc. 3 5 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 
Duro-Last Master Elite Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Taking Care of Families for Over 40 Years! 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

Motorcoach G "V*- i** 
GREEKTOWN 

C A S I N O 

Get in on oil the F U N for only $ 1 5 ! 
Greektewn Cosine uuiil give you 

$20 in TOKCNS FA€€ 
to get you started! 

Convenient: 
Pick-up Points! 

Call Indian Trails TODflV 
for reservations 

1-800-292-3831 

• Clinton ToumsKip 
• Dearborn 
• Itrwoln Pork 
• livonia 
• RosevMte 

• St, Clair Shores 

Sterling Heights 
Taylor 
Troy 
Warren 
UUestlancJ 
LUycndotte 

PDFQE82SS49e 

. * * * " 

Incredible opportunity for students of 
Wayne County entering the ninth grade 

in the fall of 2005. 

appoints 
new C00 

Starfish Family Services, the 
Inkster-based human services 
agency, has announced the 
appointment of DeWayne Wells 
as the agency's chief operating 
officer. 

Wells, recognized as one of 
Grain's Detroit Business "40 
under 40" in 2000, is former 
executive director of Capuchin . 
Soup Kitchen in Detroit. 

In his new 
position, he 
oversees all 
program activi­
ties and sup-

, port personnel 
; for Starfish 

-if,- Family 
Services, which 
represents 

Wells more than 75 -
percent of the agency's $10 mil­
lion annual budget and more 
than 90 percent of its staff. 

Wells, a Southfield resident, 
also serves on the board of 
directors for Southwest 
Counseling and Development 
Services, Gleaners Community 
Food Bank and Mercy High 
School. 

"DeWayne brings both 
tremendous business acumen 
and a great sense of compas­
sion to our agency," said Dr. 
Ouida Cash, Starfish ehief exec­
utive officer. "As Starfish devel­
ops its national Family Success 
Model program, DeWayne's 
financial expertise and intimate 
knowledge of the business of 
running successful nonprofits is 
a significant asset." 

Last year, Starfish Family 
Services served 8,252 at-risk 
adults and children throughout 
southeast Michigan through a 
broad variety of programs 
based on its unique Family 
Success Model. 

Its programs include Head 
Start, Striving to Excel 
Professionally (STEP), 
Counterpoint Shelter and Crisis 
Center, GED training, and Safe 
Stay Nursery and Respite 
Center, among other programs. 

Starfish Family Services is at 
30000 Hiveley, Inkster. For 
more information, call the 
agency at (734) 728-3400. 
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Auto show has something for everyone PLACES AND FACES 

Cars and trucks have taken 
center stage at Cobo Hall with 
opening to the public this week­
end of the 2005 North 
American International Auto 
Show(NAIAS). 

The show is offering a jam-
packed weekend of family-
friendly entertainment, celebri­
ty appearances and attractions. 

On the list of fun things to see 
and do at NAIAS 2005: 

• Chevrolet - Z06 down­
loadable cell phone features. 
Visitors with video-enabled cell 
phones will be able to download 
custom Corvette ring tones, 
interviews and other video at 
Chevrolet's Corvette display 
area 

MDUBMagazine Exhibit -
DUB Magazine will be display­
ing such customized cars and 
trucks as the Chicago rapper 
Twista's 2005 DUB-edition 
Chrysler 300C, R&B duo Nina 
Sky's 2005 DUB-edition 
Chrysler Crossfire roadster and 
Pepsi, Co.'s 2005 DUB-edition 
Dodge Magnum, all in the 
Michigan Hall. 

• Personal appearances by 
Lindsey Hunter of the Detroit 
Pistons and his 2003 Hummer 
H2, featuring 28-inch wheels, 
and Maurice Taylor of the 
Houston Rockets and his 1972 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo 

• Ford's SYNCUS) Concept 
Car, featuring a 45-inch flat 
screen monitor imbedded in 
rear tailgate. Visitors can watch 
the monitor in the back seat, 
which turns 180 degrees to face 
the screen 

• Orange County Choppers' 
customized Mark LT Chopper 
built by the cast of Discovery 
Channel's American Chopper on 
display at the Lincoln exhibit. 

• Mazda's driving simulator, 
an interactive video game fea­
turing choice of cars, including 
the Mazda Crossport and a 
choice of virtual cities in which 
to race. 

• Mercury's reconfigurable 
dashboard display featuring a 
kiosk where visitors can recon­
figure and personalize the dash­
board of Mercury vehicles. 
Dashboard features include a 
navigation system, MP3 player 
and push-button transmission 

• Lane Departure Warning 
safety feature simulator where 
visitors are able to experience 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The North American International Auto Show opened Saturday, at Cobo Hall. 

the Lane Departure Warning 
safety feature, which sends 
vibrations through the driver's 
seat when the car drifts out of 
its lane. 

• Interactive driving simula­
tor that forces the "driver" to 
avoid obstacles, then offers an 
evaluation of the driver's per­
formance. 

• Manual-transmission sim­
ulator allowing the "driver" to 
shift virtual gears. 

• Mini photo booth that 
allows visitors to pose inside a 
Mini, select the colors, back­
ground and passenger and take 
a customized photo 

• Subaru's interactive racing 
video game with a hydraulic 
chair that simulates the move­
ments of a virtual race car. 

• Volkswagen's VWs 
SchnellDriver. Similar to a 
game show, visitors will be 
asked questions and given 
prizes for correct answers. 

• Volvo's V70 environmental 
display. 

Modeled after a car in which 
every window is a video moni­
tor, the display explains, both 
with audio and video, the bene­
fits of low emissions, recycled 
interior material and other 
environmentally friendly fea­
tures. 

Live entertainment in Cobo 
Arena today features Dal Bouey 

The North American International Auto Show features exhibits from ail the top 
automakers. 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Matthew 
McNabb 5-10 p.m. 

The public days for the 
NAIAS are now through 
Saturday, Jan. 22. Hours are 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m., and 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 23. 

Ticket cost $12 for adults, $6 
for senior citizens age 65 and 
older (tickets must be pur­
chased on-site), children 12 and 
under are free when accompa­
nied by a parent and do not 
require a ticket. 

Tickets are available at the 
door. 

Visitors also can purchase 
eTickets online at 
www.naias.com. Orders for 
eTickets provide a voucherto be 
redeemed for show tickets at 

the eTicket window at the 
Oakland Hall entrance of Cobo 
Center. 

Tickets are also available 
through Ticketmaster at 
www.ticketmaster. com, or by 
calling (248) 645-6666. 

Entering its 17th year as an 
international event, the North 
American International Auto 
Show is one of the largest media 
events in North America. It's 
the only auto show in the 
United States to earn the distin­
guished sanction of the 
Organisation Internationale des 
Constructeurs d'Automobiles, 
the Paris-based alliance of auto­
motive trade associations and 
manufacturers from around the 
world. 

Toys and trains 
SS. Simon & Jude Church's 

usher club is sponsoring a buy-
and-swap toys and trains show 
noon to 4 p.m. today (Jan. 16) at 
the church hall, 32500 Palmer, 
one mile west of Merriman. 
Admission is $2 per person and 
$4 per family. 

• Speaking of toys, the 
Westland Rotary Club will host 
a toy show 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, March 6, at Joy Manor, 
28999 Joy, east of Middlebelt. 

The show will feature new 
and antique toys, collectibles, 
Beanie Babies, action figures, 
die cast toys, slot and model 
cars, Matchbox, Hot Wheels 
and more. There also will be 
50/50 raffles and drawings for 
door prizes. 

Show admission is $3 for 
adults with children under age 
12 free. Proceeds will support 
Rotary charities. 

Table space is available at $30 
per table and is available by 
writing to Westland Rotary Toy 
Show, 6600 Burnly, Garden 
City, MI 48135. For more infor­
mation, call Mary McGraw at 
(734) 748-8515. 

In his honor 
Longtime area Democratic 

activist Cliff Johnson will be 
honored by the Metropolitan 
Detroit AFL-CIO Wednesday, 
Jan. 19. Johnson will be recog­
nized for his "hard work and 
dedication" during a 5:30-7:30 
p.m. reception following the 
union's delegate body meeting 
at the Teamsters Health and 
Welfare Building on Trumbull 
in Detroit 

Blood drive 
Bova VFW Post 9885 will 

host an American Red Cross 
blood drive 2-8 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 24, at the post hall, 6400 . 
Hix, south of Warren. Walk-ins 
are welcome, although appoint­
ments can be scheduled by call­
ing the post surgeon Terry Dana 
at (517) 521-5646 or blood drive 
chairman Larry Tebor at (734) 
377-8329-

All donors will be placed in a 
drawing for three free games of 
bowling at Vision Lanes in 
Westland. 

Surplus food 
The city of Westland will dis­

tribute surplus federal food 10 

a.m, to 2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
20, at the Dorsey Community 
Center for residents who live 
north of Michigan Avenue. 

Residents south of the avenue 
always pick up their commodi­
ties on the third Monday of the 
month at St. James United 
Methodist Church, 30055 
Annapolis, between Henry Ruff 
and Middlebelt roads. 

Senior citizens living in Taylor 
Towers will pick up their food at 
the towers but should contact 
the building manager for the 
day of distribution. 

Food for the month of 
January will include com flakes 
cereal, powdered milk and 
frozen strawberries. 

For more information, call the 
Dorsey Center hotline at (734) 
595-0366. 

Beautiful baby 
Does your baby have a face 

that delights everyone? If so, 
you won't want to miss New 
Star Discovery Inc's regional 
Most Beautiful Baby Contest 
Saturday, Feb. 5, at Westland 
Shopping Center at Wayne 
Road and Warren. 

The contest will include cate­
gories for infants up to seven 
months of age, eight-14 months, 
.15-23 months, 24-35 months, 
three-four years and five-six 
years for boys and for girls. 

The entry fee for the main age 
division is $45. There also are 
eight optional categories to 
enter with fees of $5 each. 
Registration starts at 9 a.m. for 
up to seven months and eight-14 
months, and at 1 p.m. for the 
remaining four age divisions. 

The winner of each age divi­
sion will win their entry fee paid 
to the state competition, a tro­
phy, crown or medallion and a 
test photo shoot with a Chicago-
based fashion photographer. .-• 
The first four runners-up in 
each age division and special 
award winners will receive tro­
phies and their entry fees paid 
for the state competition. 

New Star Discovery also will 
award a trophy and $50 savings 
bond to the contestant with the 
highest overall points. A $100 
Westland Shopping Center 
shopping spree will be given to 
one winner who qualifies by 
entering all contest categories. 

For more information, call 
New Star Discovery at (877) 
330-BABY. 

• ";-.-. rv *s V fc $> i i W 

Westridge Plaza Cambridge Crossing 
35695 Warren fid. 1973 West Maple Rd 

Westland, MI 48185 Troy, MI 48084 
248-288-7514 

Michigan's Largest Ceramic & Stone Superstore! 

* * * > 

* Largest Showroom 
in Michigan 

* Specializing in Natural jfe 
Stone, Porcelain and a 
Ceramic Tile 5 

* No Restocking Fees for | g 
Returned Merchandise 
(full boxes only) 

»» 

•m-M^ 
* * • 

* Friendly and 
Knowledgeable Staff g 

* FREE Installation 
Classes held on * 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. |g 

Open 7 Days a Week 
to Serve You: 

Monday-Friday 
7am-9pm 
Saturday 

9am-5:30pm 35615 Warren Road • Westland 

« m 734-728-1831 S 
OE0S2a5073 

http://wvow.hometoivnUfe.com
http://www.naias.com
http://www.ticketmaster
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ELECTION 
FROM PAGE At 
can be only one municipality 
per page of the petition. If the 
candidate plans to circulate 
petitions in several communi­
ties, he or she will need a page 
for each community. 

The city also will be respon­
sible for the election day 
duties, including establishing 
where school district residents 
will vote. Yet to be determined 
is which election equipment 
and workers - the city's or the 
district's - will be used. 

In the case of the precincts, 
Bonaparte said the city plans 
"to use school district-desig­
nated precincts to avoid confu­
sion.'' 

"We have different guidelines 
for the number of voters in a 
precinct," said Bonaparte. "If 
we have to split a precinct. We 
will keep it in the same loca­
tion. Instead of a Precinct 15, it 
could be Precinct 15A and 
Precinct 15B. At this juncture, 
we're utilizing the precincts the 
district has used in the past." 

City officials will be meeting 
with county officials this week 
to draw up plans for running 
the election. 

For now, residents interested 
in running for one of the seats 
on the board must make their 
intentions known by the 4 p.m. 
Feb. 8 deadline. Those who 
choose to withdraw their 
names from the ballot must do 

Petitions due Feb. 8 

Those interested in running for one of two seats on the 
Livonia Board of Education also must make those inten­
tions known by 4 p.m. Feb. 8 by filing petitions with the 
Livonia city clerk. 

The Livonia Public Schools takes in northern Westland. 
Candidates in the election are required to obtain and sub­

mit 40 signatures from registered voters within the district, 
or to pay a $100 filing fee. Petitions and affidavit of identity 
forms are available at the city clerk's office, within Livonia's 
City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Dr. 

The two seats currently belong to board Vice President 
Daniel Lessard, who is serving his ninth year on the school 
board, and Trustee Cynthia Markarian, who was appointed 
to fill a vacancy last spring after former Trustee Terri 
Godfroid-Marecki left the board to join the Livonia City 
Council. 

Markarian has decided to run in the election for a full 
term. 

By Stephanie A. Casola 

so by 4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11. 
The terms up for election 

will begin on July 1,2005, and 
end on June 30,2009. 

Those interested in running 
for election must meet the fol­
lowing criteria: 

• Candidates must be at 
least 18 years old. 

• They must be U.S. citizens 
and have lived in the state of 
Michigan for at least 30 days. 

• Candidates must be a resi­

dent of the school district for at 
least 30 days prior to the date 
of the election. 

Bonaparte agrees with 
school officials about the new 
law. There is "a lot of confu­
sion" about it. "It really should 
have been phased in, there 
should have been time for 
planning before it was imple­
mented," said Bonaparte. 

smasoniiioe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2112 

COMPUTER 
FROM PAGE Al 
getting a pet license, Westland 
City Councilman James 
Godbout said. 

The new computer system 
and software will follow a city 
effort to install fiber optic lines 
that will make the improve­
ments possible. 

"We're crawling now. We're 
going to start walking. We'll try 
jogging next," said Godbout, 
who headed up a technology 
committee. 

The new system will not be 
bought with the city's general 
fund, which has taken a beating 
due to state revenue cuts. 
Rather, cable-TV franchise fees 
that cable companies pay to the 
city will be used. 

The system will interlink City 
Hall and several departments: 
police, fire, cable, parks and 
recreation, public services, plan­
ning, senior citizen resources 
and community development. 

Whereas a rash of broken 
water lines now requires Public 
Services Director Tom Wilson to 
make time-consuming tele­
phone calls to various depart­
ments, the new computer sys­
tem will allow him to notify all 
departments immediately, giv­
ing employees the information 
they need to handle inquiries 
from residents. 

"This is just the start," 
Godbout said of the new system, 
"and it's an aggressive start." 

The new system will not be 
bought with the city's 
general fund. 

The new system will reduce 
the flow of paper work and 
make it easier to communicate 
efficiently. It will help the city 
run more smoothly, officials 
said. 

Consultant Mark Thudium of 
Sterling Heights-based 
Automation Management 
Services is helping the city plan 
and implement the new tech­
nology. He said the system will 
be secure from computer hack­
ers. 

"I can assure you it's not going 
to be easily hack-able " he said 
Monday, during a council ses­
sion. 

An official vote on the new 
technology is expected in 
February. The $247,850 cost 
will be paid out of a $1.6 million 
cable fund, although officials 
may try to seek grants to replace 
the money. 

Much of the new system 
could be in place this spring, 
with only 50 employees initially 
trained to use it. It will be 
expanded in coming years until 
virtually all workers are using it. 

dclem@oe.tiomecomm.net I (734) 953-2110 

Do You Have An IRA or 401 K? 
You May Be Getting Trapped 

Free Yourself Now! 
Most Americans who are concerned about preparing for retirement are lured into 

contributing pre-tax dollars into 401K plans or tax-deductible contributions into 
IRA's. Such "Qualified. Plans" only give you tax-favored advantages during the 
contribution and accumulation phase of your retirement account. What about the 
most important phases - when you withdraw the money for retirement income or 
transfer any remaining Dan Stavale, President Equity 
funds to your heirs? Has anyone told you "The rest of the story?" Enhancement Specialist, LLC. 

A Michigan couple filing a joint ax return with a taxable income in excess 
of$56,800 will be in a: 28% marginal tax bracket. If they were fortunate enough to both qualify for deductible 

contributions to their IRAs, they would save $1160 a year in taxes on a total contribution of $4000 a year. 
However, most retirees will pay back every dollar to Uncle Sam that they saved in taxes in the first 18-24 months 
of their retirement. In fact, the average retired couple will pay 8 -12 times the taxes during their retirement years 
than thVtaxes they saved during their contribution/accumulation years. 

One of the original IRA/401 K tenets held that deferring tax until retirement was advantageous because funds 
would likely be taxed at a lower rate, That is no longer universal true. You may well spend retirement in the same 
or higher bracket if you accumulate a respectable retirement nest egg. In fact, tax rates will likely rise in the 
future. So why postpone the inevitable and compound the tax problems? 

Is there a way to "Have your cake and eat it too?" Through proper planning, a homeowner may safely utilize 
an equity retirement plan that may provide tax advantages during the contribution and accumulation years, but 
more importantly, you may enjoy tax-free income during the retirement'years and transfer any remaining funds 
to your heirs tax-free. This strategy cart increase your net spendable retirement income by as much as 50%! 

To understand how to determine if participation in a Roth IRA, traditional IRA or 401K plans is wise in your 
circumstances, Equity Enhancement Specialist, LLC. is conducting an educational seminar entitled, "Common 
Sense Strategies for Successful Equity Management." It will be held on Wednesday, January 19,2005 from 7:00-
10:00 p.m. at The Sheraton Detroit Novi, located at 2111 Haggerty Rd., Novi, Ml. 48375. There is easy access 
from I-275 8 Mile exit with plenty of parking. 

This education seminar is taught nationally at a normal tuition of $100.00. However, Metropolitan Detroit 
homeowners are cordially invited to attend this presentation at no charge. For guaranteed seating, please RSVP 
at 248-357-0848. 
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Wayne BPW offers 
career scholarship 

The Wayne Business and 
Professional Women's Club is 
accepting applications for its 
Career Development 
Scholarship. 

The scholarship recognizes 
and supports women entering 
or re-entering the workforce 
or seeking to advance their 
career. 

To quality a candidate must 
meet the following criteria: 

• Demonstrate financial 
need. 

• Live and/or work in the 
cities of Wayne or Westland. 

• Formal acceptance into a 
college or vocational/technical 
program. 

• Minimum 2.8 grade point 
average, if already enrolled. 

Candidates can get applica­
tion forms by sending a 
stamped, self address enve­
lope to the Wayne Business 

w^m}^m(J^(m im Great Savings This Week At Mike's i M-14 

inkers asast"-
38000 Ann Arbor Road - LIVOI \a £20M 
M • 464-0330 ^ 
&*U ' - 5=' - 5 \ . * ' 

••*•» . M **. 38000 Ann a c e <"«> 
USDA Select • Tender 

Boneless • Rib-eye 

DELM0NIC0 
STEAK 

4 Steak Value Pack 

USDA • Boneless • Butterfly 

PORK 
CHOPS 

Family Pack 

and Professional Women's 
Club, Career Development 
Scholarship Committee, 14201 
Robbe Road, Belleville, MI 
48111. 

Completed applications 
must be postmarked by Jan. 
21. 

The Wayne Business and 
Professional Women's Club 
(BPW) is a local chapter of the 
State and National BPW USA 
Federations. 

The BPWS objective is to 
elevate the standards and 
interest for women in busi­
ness, to bring about a spirit of 
cooperation among business 
and professional women of 
the United States of America, 
as well as extend opportuni­
ties to all women who are 
interested in the industrial, 
scientific and vocational 
careers available to them. 
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Girl Scouts 
accept car 
donations 

If you thought vehicle dona­
tion programs would run out of 
gas after Congress included a 
provision in a corporate tax bill 
limiting donor tax deductions; 
think again, says Gail Scott, -f 

CEO Girl Scout of the Huron 
Valley Council. 

The new legislation limits the 
tax deduction donors can claim 
to the actual price the charity 
receives for the vehicle and not 
the fair market value. 

The legislation also will 
increase the amount of docur 
mentation charities are >•.,.•-
required to process and record 
which will increase by several 
weeks the turnaround time 
between the vehicle pick up 
and the mailing of a donor :; 
receipt because of UjeTOttwi-s^iO 
requirement to track vehicles n 

until they are resold. 

"The car program is anything 
but dead," said Scott. "Despite 
the new riles, this gift-in-kind 
program remains a viable & c 
option for individual and cor-? 
porate donors who wish to sup­
port Girl Scouts* Over the last 
four years, the car program has 
helped us raise more than 
$50,000 to support programs 
for girls and we are moving for­
ward even with the new regula­
tions in place. "We believe our 
donors' primary motivation is 
not the tax deduction." 

According to Scott, recent 
surveys indicate that the-num* 
ber one reason for donating is • 
because it is simple, fast and ; 
free method of disposing of 
unwanted cars while helping a 
good cause. '-,,,-.£ 

Getting a tax deduction was" ** 
the number two reason for ''•'••• 
donating. 

In fact, only 30 percent of -
Americans itemize on their tax 
returns and those who do not i 
itemize cannot claim the tax-; 
deduction for a car donation, ° 
she said. 

People interested in donat­
ing a car, truck or boat to bene*-
fit the Girl Scouts call (800) 
936-3734 for further informal 
tion and to arrange a freepic^-
up of the vehicle; * ; *ili; 't ''-nop 

Girl Scouts of theHurGhvr.jiq 
Valley Council servesione.in five 
girls living in Livingston, •••;{ 
Monroe, Washtenaw and parts 
of Oakland and Wayne coun­
ties. 

To become a Girl Scout vol­
unteer or member, call (800)* 
49-SCOUT., 

Fresh • Grade A 

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 

Family Pack 

Little Guvs 'N Dolls 
LEARNING CENTER 

Child Care / Pre School / Lotch Key 
Kindergarten / Summer Day Camp 

2.V2 years — 12 years 
Computers In Classroom * Transportation Available 

• TWo Free Weeks * $25 Per Day Average 
Award Winning • Affordable • Commended 

References Available 
Directors have a B.A. & M.A. In Education 

HOURS: 6 : 0 0 a m - 6 : 0 0 p m 
• 30900 6 Mile * Livonia Ml 48152 . . 

734-525-3730 
oeoeaeeaas 

Look for M ike 's Ad Every Week 
in Sunday's Observer Newspaper! 

Check out our websit T«I»j'[l«|).'M«I»VlVl'i'fl|[fjt<»^M)H»ll,lWI'Il»I<tw<«Jl Sale January 17th • January 23rd 

USDA Select 
Tender STANDING RIB ROAST on /y

$4.99 «,. 
Ke' s WESTERN RIBS c^Jc 

Only l«9SJ/b. 

o» Regulai 11 AllIAN U A U S A V H „„ Only 1« 

Delicious Stuffed ROASTING CHICKEN 

lb. 

l *Mt * IM*M Only 
!G 

Flavoiite 
APPLE JUICE 
Banquet 
POT PIES 
Flavorite 
PEANUT 
Flavorite 
BUTTER. 

****»(«*••***»* 

7£iJI*\ 
18 02. 

\ar 

JL2 / $5 
u wow! 
Lipari Oven Roasted TURKEY BREAST On/y

 $2.99«,. 
Eckrich AH Meat BOLOGNA Only $2.99«, 
Kowalski Delicious HARD SALAMI .....Oni/4.99«,. 
Mild MUENSTER CHEESE on/x

$3. 
pppiillfPI 

lb. 

"Created fyNew York Dinner Theater, Inc." 

Tony Soaprano's Comedy Retirement Party 
NY's Smash Hit with DandngtMusfc, C o m & $ # i f f 

Audience Participation! 
IWf 

Show Dates: 

Jan. 22 , Feb. 1 1 , Mar. 12 -
Crystal Gardens, Howell 
Jan. 29, Feb. 18 , Mar. 5, Apr. 1 -
Canterbury Castle, Lake Orion 
Feb. 5, Mar. 1 9 -
takeiandManor.St.Clair Shores 
Feb. 12, Mar. 2 5 -
Fox Hilis, Plymouth 
Feb. 19, Apr. 1 6 -
Wolverine Golf Club, Macomb Twp. 
Feb. 2 6 -
Crystal Gardens, Southgate 
More Show Dates Available! 

248-778-6800 

http://www.kdmetownWk.eom
http://smasoniiioe.homecomm.net
mailto:dclem@oe.tiomecomm.net
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DEATHS 

Harold "Hal" Lawson, of 
Bloomfield Hills, died Jan, 10. 
Frank Lipa, of Westland, died Jan. 

n. 
• \ . . . v ; M ' 

Mary Riley Monroe, 88, of 
Birmingham, died Jan. 11. 

Q 
June W. Ouigley, 82, of West 

Bloomfield, died Jan. 13, 
R 

Loella Roehm, 92, formerly of 
Franklin, died Jan. 11. 
Robert Edward Ross, died Jan, 8. 

W 
Mike Wafdecker, 74, formerly of 

Plymouth, died Jan. 10. 

HIKE MODANO ICC ARENA 
Open Skating 

Open skating is available noon-1:45 
p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
now through March 31. Cost is $3.50 
for children and seniors and $4.50 
for adults. Get $1 off on weekdays 
admissions. Skate rental is $2.50, 
and skate sharpening $4. 

Drop-in Hockeys *-• 
Drop-in hockey is available 10-11:45 

a.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Cost is $5 per player (daytime 
hours) and goalies skate free. There 
also is a Friday evening session 10 
p.m. to 12:45 a.m. Cost is $10. 
Full equipment is required. 

Freestyle Ice 
ice time for freestyle skating is 

available2:30-4:50 p.m. Monday, 6-
8 a.m. and 2:30-5:50 p.m. Tuesday, 
2:30-5:50 p.m. Wednesday 
6-8 a.m. and 2:30-4:20 p.m 

Thursday and 2:30-5:50 p.m. Friday. 
Fifty-minute sessions cost $5.25, 

while 30-minute sessions are 
$3.50. There's an additional $1 
charge for drop-in. 
The area at 6210 N. Wildwood, just 

south of Hunter. For additional 
information, call the arena at <74) 
729-4560. 

BAILEY RECREATION CENTER 
Court Use 

Court costs are based on prime 
time hours - 4-10 p.m. Monday- .: 
Friday and all day Saturday and 
Sunday-and non-prime time hours 
-: 9*.m. to 3 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
• RacquetbaH Courts - $9 per 

hour prime time and $8 per hour 
non-prime time for residents and 
$11 per hour non-prime time and 
$12 per hour prime time for non­
residents. 
• Wallyball Courts - $11 per hour. 
non-prime time and $12 per hour 
prime time for residents and $16 
per hour non-prime time $18 per > 
hour prime time for non-residents. 
• Brewball - $7 per hour non- • 

prime time and $8 per hour prime 
time for residents and $10 per hour 
non-prime time and $11 per hour 
prime time for non-residents. 
Court Gold Cards (10 hours of time) 

are available at $80 resident rac-
petba.li and $110 for non-resident 
; *Sf |uet lp ; $110 for resident wally-

. f d l i j f l t i - t o for non-resident .. 
^ f l lybai l ; and $70 for resident 
irewbatf;and $100 non-resident 
^ijewbafr 7 

OjfenGym 
The hours vary, so call ahead for 

times. Cost is $2 for residents and 
$4 for non-residents. Students pay 
$1, but must show middle school or 
high school identification card. 

peight/Fitness Room 
pljhe weight/fitness room is open 9 
"a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week. 

Residents pay $4 daily (walk-in), 
ith contracts for unlimited use 

costing $25 per month, $80 for six 
months and $150 for a year. Non­
residents pay $6 daily (walk-in), 
with contracts for unlimited use 
costing $35 per month; $120 for six 
months and $225 for a year. 
Facility and Park Rentals 

'. Various room sizes are available 
for all occasions, including showers, 
wedding receptions, parties, class­
es, business meetings, etc. 

THE CONCRETE JUNGLE! 
Opened in 2002, The Concrete 

: Jungle is designed for those who 
are just learning the ins and outs of 
skate boarding as well as the more 

; experienced skate boarder. 
Fall rates - through Nov, 26 - are 

' child/Wayne County resident:all day 
pass, $3, child/non-Wayne County 
resident all day pass- $5, 
adult/Wayne County resident all day 
pass - $5 and adult/non-Wayne 
County resident all day pass - $7. 
Rates and session times are sub­

ject to change. Call the Bailey 
• Center at (734)722-7620 for daily 
session times. 

A JHINK'M^ Anni I T 

Vl#£ 
WLENNOX 

i - • • 
-* 1 I IL i l " l l -O 

(734)525-1930 
Our 3Qth Year! 

U N I T E D T E M P E R A T U R E 
8919 MIDDl lBELr • Lr^0^lA" ; 

For the Record appears in 
every edition of the Observer 
& Eccentric Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can 
be found inside today's 
Community Life section in 
Passages on page C5. 

SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CENTER 
Programs, Activities, Services 

• Alterations: The Friendship 
Center offers alterations for a nom­
inal fee every Tuesday. 
• Advisory Council: A group of 

elected individuals representing 
their various clubs within the city 
and Friendship Center. The Advisory 
Council discusses and determines 
various senior needs and deliber­
ates which issues should be pre­
sented to the Commission on Aging. 
Meets the first Friday of the month. 
• Angel Wings: 5 p.m. Tuesdays. 
• Blood Pressure Check: Offered 

9:30 a.m first and third Mondays 
and Wednesdays and 11 a.m. every 
Friday. 
• Book Club: 1 p.m. Fridays. 
• Bridge Class: 1 p.m. Wednesdays. 

rl 

It's official 
Deanna Haupt (left) and her 
husband, Robert (right), 
joined Rep. Glenn Anderson, 
D-Westland, in watching Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm sign into a 
law which states that calling 
card companies have to 
advise customers how to get 
a rate quote before placing a 
call. It was Haupt's 
conversation with her 
neighbor - Anderson - about 
a calling card call that cost $7 
that prompted introduction of 
the legislation. 

WINTER CLEARANCE 
50% off men's 

desi 
clearance 

50% OFF 
ladies' designer 

apparel 

extra 50% OFF 
ENTIRE STOCK 

clearance ladies'fall coats 
EXCLUDES ST. JOHN rtKD INCREDIBLE VALUE ITEMS. 

CLEARANCE APPAREL SHOPPING PASS 

TAKE AN EXTRA 10OFF 
ENTIRE RED-LINED CLEARANCE APPAREL PURCHASES 

i.McnsSuii a'-: Spirt J-*..'Jid Lrtf ?: sur. ?»t:c* f r b t i t A w r 
/all 13udn> „-Tij?i. lft n-iri M nr!r. .annr, , ' 

few 

il!!! 

CLEARANCE APPAREL SHOPPING PASS 

TAKE AN EXTRA 15 OFF 
ENTIRE RED-LINED CLEARANCE APPAREL PURCHASES 

\*. /fonei Pfl .in CruVn 
•rj|Obrda J T W . l i . - r H a i - i . hnu - , i r 

tmm III 
D0C7 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

• \ • 

TO ORDBR ANYTIME, ©ALL 1-800-424-81SS; MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, iO:00 AM TO 10;00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM £ST.Arrwieaji 6xpi-s*8s not accepts** with phono orders. 
STORE HOURS: Th» Villsfl« of Rochester Hills (24S> 27S-67Q5 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-750O opsr* Sun, 12-7, Mon.-Sat. 1CMJ, 

CHAROE IT: Parisian Credit Cord, MasterCard, Visa, ths American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT TH6 VittAOE OP ROOHtSBTEft HltXS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAO AND WALTON 
.'-•;/-.• . STREET AMD LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBUROH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD, PwoeotaaseoSresuior-isrtoesftromasnai prices, ssshwr, 

A c W savings mwy izxamti ststsrt sxjreoficaa® off "Rsgtiisi"" oncf -Qr&fnsl" prtcss reSsd offerirtjj pirtces «tfitah m a y not Saws «wsittee! In actual sales. Mwrtthanduw »s!«««on may va i y «i»m »tw *lo«3 w ssnraljiar. 
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State's education system 
needs complete overhaul 
The Chinese character for "crisis" is a com­

pound of two other characters, one mean­
ing "danger" and the other "opportunity." 

And this may be the most hopeful way to 
look at Michigan's looming financial crisis, 
which is the product of a chronic structural 
deficit in the state's budget combined with the 
persistent inability of the politicians we've 
sent to Lansing to really tackle the problem in 
a comprehensive way. 

Case in point: our schools. 
Eleven years ago, Proposal A, combined 

with the earlier Headlee 
Amendment to the state con­
stitution, ended our public 
schools' longtime reliance on 
ever-increasing property val­
ues and the property taxes 
they generated. This has 
meant that school funding 
has become Lansing's respon­
sibility. So it should come as 
no surprise that per-pupil 
state funding has been essen­
tially flat for three straight -^ 
years. 

At the same time, schools 
have been forced to absorb cost increases. 
Some come from general price hikes owing"to 
inflation; others, from double-digit increases 
in health insurance and pension costs. That 
all means when it comes to state1 funding, 
staying even really equals falling behind, as 
State Board of Education President Kathleen 
Straus has pointed out. 

This problem isn't confined to chronically 
dysfunctional school systems like Detroit. It 
affects every district in the state, from Livonia 
to East Lansing, from Birmingham to Howell. 

And, worse, the problem isn't going to be 
solved and couldn't be solved by more money 
alone. Imagine for a moment that the gover­
nor and the Legislature decided, in spite of 
the looming deficit, to increase per-pupil 
funding by $300 for the next three years. . . 
Two-thirds of this — two-thirds! — would ^e . 
consumed just to meet soaring health care 
and pension costs. 

Plainly, this is a broken financial model and 
it simply isn't sustainable, even assuming we 
had lots of money to throw at the problem. 
Instead, we need to take a hard-eyed look at 
radical — the polite term here is "structural" 
— ways to reconstruct the entire system. To 
their credit, the State Board of Education and 
state Supt. Tom Watkins have decided to 
undertake exactly that kind of look. They 
intend to consult with the governor and 
Legislature, to invite public input and to turn 
the dialogue about our schools into an inquiry 

into fundamental design and cost issues. 
Here are some of the hard questions they — 

and we — need to ask: 
• Can we really justify having 750 public 

school districts and public charter schools 
along with 57 intermediate school districts in 
Michigan? 

M Can we really afford to have tiny vestigial 
districts like Clarenceville, wedged uneasily 
between Livonia and Farmington, with only 
1,994 students but an entire load of overhead? 
I realize lots of local families would prefer to 
keep things the way they are* but does it make 
any sense at all to tolerate tiny school districts 
with a disproportionately top-heavy overhead 
structure? 

• Do we really need to pay hundreds of 
school superintendents around the state 
annual salaries that nearly all exceed 
$100,000 a year? 

• Are we getting anything meaningful out of 
all these expensive intermediate school dis­
tricts? They are institutions that might have 
had a recognizable purpose a decade or so ago 
but today seem about as useful as an appendix 
But couldthey now be empowered to manage 
all local school districts within their bound­
aries, which mostly follow county lines? 

Think of the savings if all administrative 
functions — purchasing, information technol 
ogy, food,service, bus-fleet'management — 
were consolidated. 

The last time anyone subjected our state 
.schools to such a far-reaching scrutiny was 
1968. The tirrie is ripe for a new effort, and 
Watkins and the state board deserve big pats 
on the back for pushing into the uncharted 
waters of a radical review of the entire system 

As board President Straus pointed out, "The 
state and nation that gets its education system 
'right' and provides its citizens with lifelong 
learning opportunities will be the state or 
nation that will rule economically. It behooves 
us all to make Michigan that state." 

Amen. By the way, you can be part of this 
process, too. Just go to the Michigan 
Department of Education's Web siter 
http://www.michigan.gov/mde, navigate to 
the "What's New" section and click on 
"Structural Issues Surrounding School 
Funding in the 21st Century." ̂ ou may just 
teach the bureaucrats something. In any 
event, it's a good way to roll up your sleeves 
and get involved in something that really mat 
ters as we start off this new year. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get 
your reactions to this column.either at (734) 953-2047 or 
at ppOwer@homecomm.net. 

Term limits still a 
that enables a lazy electorate 
J n the business world, people tend to trust 
I people who have more experience com-
* pared to a green counterpart. 

In the classroom, parents tend to be more 
comfortable with a veteran teacher than an 
educator who's only a year removed from col­
lege. 

Experience is viewed by most people as a 
positive attribute, however, many turn the 
tables when it comes to politics. 

When Michigan voters approved term lim­
its for state offices in 1992, it was viewed as a 
quick-fix for the perception tha t all career 

politicians were bad. It was 
believed tha t government 
would become more effi­
cient and new people would 
have a chance to serve. 
While the latter is true, the 
former has not panned out. 

Since 1998, Michigan 
senators, governor, attorney 
general and secretary of 
state can be elected to no 

Dart more than two, four-year 
West | terms. Members of the 

•™«»»w"^ Michigan House of 
Representatives can be elected to only three, 
two-year terms. Those limits produced some 
interesting developments in the Michigan 
Legislature. \ -

• There arebs members of the Michigan 
House who are under the age of 30, a few of 
whom still live with their parents. 

• A new speaker of the house, who's third 
in line to run the state, takes over next 
month. He is 34-year-old Craig DeRoche, a 
Novi Republican, who's in the midst of com­
pleting only his first two-year term in 
Lansing. He will appoint a number of law­
makers to committee leadership positions 
who have a comparable amount of legislative 
experience. 

N At a time state finances have been in a 
quandary for several years, there will be a 
one-third turnover in the Michigan House at 
month's end, a situation primarily created by 
term limits. 

This means dozens of new lawmakers need 
months to get acclimated to their new jobs, 
learn how the state spends $39 billion a year 
and be prepared to make some significant 
votes on funding for state programs. 

• After leaving office, a number of term-
limited legislators have been hired to work as 
lobbyists. 

These lawmakers-turned-lobbyists have 
more institutional memory and carry much 
influence over new lawmakers learning their 
duties. Also, these new lobbyists are using 
their lawmaking experience to promote their 

employer's agenda instead of promoting the 
public's agenda. 

• Veteran legislative staffers often have 
more institutional knowledge and influence ; a 

on legislation instead of those elected to vote X ^ 
on bills. 

• In 2000, as the current economic dol- :i 
drums were starting, state lawmakers collect--^ 
ed more than a $20,000 a year pay raise. 
Since a number of term-limited lawmakers; 
would be forced out of office in 2002, there ir 
was little motivation for these lame-duck leg- ; 
islators to heed public cries to block these 
raises. > 

There's a common joke in Lansing: 
Members of the state House use one term ^ 
looking for the bathroom at the Capitol, 
another term learning who they work with, ' 
they finally start working on some legislation : 

in the third term, then they have to,leave. 
Our country's Democratic processes are 

cumbersome and time-consuming because ofn 

the number of checks and balances designed T 

to protect citizens and discourage corruption. -
With such short opportunities available for H 

competent individuals to serve in Lansing, : 

the process handcuffs their ability to make a » 
difference, especially for those serving in the ; 
minority party. ., A • 

The term-limit policy is a gimmick that 
needs to be abolished. If not, Michigan voters" 
need to at least extend the current periods 
lawmakers can serve. \ 

It is not fair to assume all politicians are • .,, 
corrupt. Many people who run for office have '.-, 
the best of intentions and deserve opportuni-1] 
ties to be elected if they do a good job. It's npt" 
a bad idea to give some motivated, effective ; 
lawmakers a chance to serve for an extended „ 
period of time. 

Top-notch legislators can play a vital lead- ' V 
ership role at times of transition. V1 

There's another important element tha t '" 
makes our Democratic process work well: A • 
participatory public who actively and fairly 
scrutinizes elected representatives, their 
activities and their votes. «- *a 

There are some bad apples who get electecTt 
to office, and there is a mechanism to remove 
troublesome lawmakers: vote t h e m out. 

In the House, the voters have a chance to ; 
grade their representative every two years. 

If a more-involved electorate does its job, 
then there's a better chance their lawmakers 
will do a better job. 

A civic-minded public does far more for ",n
: ^ 

government's effectiveness than t e r m limits. ; • 
• . . * 

Dan West is a staff writer for the Livonia Observer. He •; 

can be reached at (734) 953-2109, or at . 
dwest@oe.homecomm.net. ••- ~ 

What Did You Say? 
I F Y O U F I N D YOURSELF SAYING T H E S E W O R D S O F T E N , 

P L E A S E GIVE U S A CALL! 

Professional Hearing Services, Hearing Aids & 
Hearing Testing, Hearing Aid Supplies and Repairs 

PERSONALIZED 
HEARING CARE, Inc. 

j Buy 1 Package of ~] 

! BATTERIES 
! Get 1 Package 

] FREE 

Professional Audio logy 
Serv ices 

3 5 3 3 7 W e s t W a r r e n 
W e s t l a n d , M i c h i g a n 
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Dr. Karissa L. Jagacki 
Doctor of Audiology and 

Licensed Hearing Aid Dispenser 

ON ALL BLINDS & 
WALLPAPER 

FREE Shop-at-Home Service 
I We'll bring the store to you! 
Let our team of trained professionals 
help you choose the style and color 
that's best for every room of your 
home. Select from a full assortment of 
blinds, window shades, shutters, cur-

| tains, top treatments and more! 

Coll 800-380-6782 and press "I" for a 
FREE appointment and details. 

Always 25%-85% Off 
•to most retail store prices 

FREE 
MEASURING & 

|b INSTALLATIONt 
I + On all blinds orders over $750 btefore sates !a*There is a S55 
• rtafi ir*rtahTp m»CMrin*1 rfflrvrtit 1W1I iTrftrf ftv tfw mpaatrir 

our 

as CASH!* 
No minimum purchase, 

"Ask for details. 

" : installation offer.Offer does not appr/to shutters, draperies and 
J top treatments. Offer applies to Shop at Home and Showroom 
• purchases. Please memion code BEN4 or present coupon 
I when placing your order, 
! . . « • . W M - . « . » . - . - . - — . . . . . . M M 

Shop our Showrooms! 
We have 1,000's of blinds and over 

500 wallpaper books on display, j 

Sterling Heights 
located at 191/? Mile 

Road between Merrill 

Plymouth 
located at 909 N. 

BUNDS, WALLPAPER & MORE 
www.americanblinds.com 
800-380-6782 

Sheldon Readjust 
Road and Utica Road South of M-14 

Call for detailed directions. 

Showroom Hours 

Mon-Fri 9:30am-7pm 
Thur ,..9:30am-9pm 

Sat 9am-6pm 
Sun.. . . . . . 1tam-5pm 
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Stay and Ski Winter Package 
Midweek Special starting'at $49'& 
Weekend Special starting at $99 

Levolor® • Duette® • Kirsch® • American® • Silhouette® • Hunter Douglas1 & more 

•> , * * ' 
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»'V> 

.R E S O R T 
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Specials Include: 

* Children under 12 stay free (up to 4 children). 

••Complimentary lift tickets for2 adults 
and 4 children 12 Si under. 

•Voucher for a full American Breakfast buffet 

for 2 adults and 4 children.. 

• Lodging and upgrades are available. 

,es ate p^ ' p e r i s h , ;.>er n^-jhi grut bssf id osi double e-ceupii^r.y, sub ject to avaihfc--«iy. 

Sr>:ne i r-stiMJtu?nr> m,-iy apply. 

Treetops Resort is located five miles east of Gay 
off M-32 on Wilkinson Road. 

treetops.com 888.TREET0PS 

rd, Michigan, 
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premieres at 
UM-Dearborn 

] A new PBS documentary 
titled "Auschwitz:"Inside the 
>'Nazi State" will get its first 
jtocal screening at a preview 
^and discussion to be held at the 
-University of Michigan-
^Dearborn on Sunday, Jan. 16. 
"] "Auschwitz: Inside the Nazi 
State," a six-hour television 
series, is a chronological por­
trait of Auschwitz, the site of 
the greatest mechanized mass 
murder in history. The pro­
gram will be broadcast in three 
parts beginning Jan. 19 on 
most PBS stations across the 
country. 

\> UM-Dearborn has partnered 
»*with Michigan Television 
%WFUM PBS-TV 28), the uni­
versity's public broadcasting 
^service, to preview the program 
*for Detroit-area viewers. The 
'program, and panel discussion 
to follow, will begin at 1 p.m. 
Jan.. 16, in the Social Science 
Building on the Dearborn cam­
pus. Parts two and three of the 
program also will be presented 
at 1 p.m. Jan. 23 and 30 at the 
Social Science Building at UM-
Dearborn. 

This is the first time that 
; Michigan Television and UM-
;Dearborh have collaborated on 
•an event of this type. 
I* "We chose UM-Dearborn as 
£the site for this special screen­
i n g because the campus has 
.tdone so much to document this 
-history through the 
Voice/Vision Holocaust 

A 
i 

Survivor Oral History Archive, 
directed by history professor 
Sidney Bolkosky," according to 
Jennifer White, interim station 
manager of Michigan 
Television. "Guests attending 
these events will get the benefit 
of excellent PBS programming 
and access to an outstanding 
academic and community 
resource." 

UM-Dearborn's Voice/Vision 
project has recorded interviews 
with hundreds of Holocaust 
survivors in the Detroit area 
over the past 20 years. 
Christopher Browning, profes­
sor of history at the University 
of North Carolina and author 
of numerous books on the his­
tory of the Holocaust, has 
described the UM-Dearborn 
effort as "a model program." 
The recordings are available at 
http://holocaust.umd.umich.e 
du/. 

Bolkosky will be one of the 
speakers on a panel discussion 
arid conversation following the 
screening. 

Other speakers are Jamie L. 
Wraight, historian and curator 
of the Voice/Vision Holocaust 
Survivor Oral History Archive, 
and Larry Wilcox, professor of 
history at the University of 
Toledo. 

The program is open to the 
public, but reservations are 
requested by Jan. 12 at (866) 
203-1136 or by e-mail to 
dheyse@umich.edu. 

• v * -

cards on Christmas gifts? \ v 

Here is the solution... 
Certas Direct can consolidate all your credit \ 
cards and loans into one monthly payment. 

us' 
• Collections«Judgments 

« Bankrupt (discharged or undischarged) 
• Credit counseling • Mortgage Loans 

• Persona! Loans • Business Loans 
• Debt Consolidation Loans 

Being debt free. It could happen to you. 
Let our Certas Direct certified agents show 

you how with just one call to 

Certas Direct...866-856-7035 
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i=i 1arp/' Cruising 101: First Time Cruising 
Zby Carnival Cruise Lines 

"11:30am Marshall Field's Own Tours 

12pm Winter Sun and Fun 
by Worry-Free Vacations 

:12:30pm Let Us Treat You Famously 
by Celebrity Cruises 

1pm Escorted Tours Through Europe 
by Globus & Cosmos' 

ATTEND A 
FREE SEMINAR 

1:30pm Sprinting to Canada 
by City Sprint Vacations 

2pm Escape Winter the Atl-lnclusive Way 
by Fun jet Vacations 

3pm The Alaska Adventure 
by Princess Cruises " ~ ' 

3:30pm The All-inclusive Difference 
by Couples Resorts^: 

: 4pm Experience Europe or Hawaii 
by Northwest WorldVacations 

4:30pm Family Cruising and More 
by Royal Caribbean Cruises 

Schedule subject to change. 
Call 248-816-4077 for Expo details. 
Call 800-203-0359 to plan a trip today. 

SUfcUHU' 

DON'T MISS THE 
BEST TRAVEL SHOW 
IN TOWN' 

FREE ADMISSION' 

BIG SAVINGS! 

TRIP GIVEAWAY! 

MEET OUR PARTNERS 

i 

Chinese piano sensation offers free master class 
Lang Lang, a 22-year-old 

piano prodigy who was fea­
tured on the television pro­
gram 60 Minutes Jan. 9, will 
present a free master class at, 
Schoolcraft College 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 15. The class 
will take place in the 
VisTaTech Center Presentation 
Room. 
' Seating is limited and those 
wishing to attend must call 
Hammell Music for a reserva­
tion at (734)427-0040. 

Lang Lang will critique the 
work of three local piano stu­

dents during the master class. 
In the area to perform with the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Jan. 14,15 and 16, his visit to 
Schoolcraft is made possible 
through Hammell Music in 
Livonia. 

A reception will follow the 
two-hour class to meet and 
speak with the artist. 

Donald Morelock, 
Schoolcraft professor of music, 
described Lang Lang as "one of 
the most exciting and charis­
matic pianists to appear on the 
scene since Van Cliburn won 

the Tchaikovsky competition in 
the 1950s." 

Lang Lang records for 
Deutsche Gramophone. His 
signature piece is 
Rachmaninoff's 3rd Piano 
Concerto. 

He began formal lessons at 
age 3, was a standout student 
at the Beijing Conservatory, 
and won the International 
Tchaikovsky Competition for 
Young Musicians. 

At 15, Lang Lang moved to 
Philadelphia where he had 
won a music scholarship, and 

at 17 was tapped as a last-
minute replacement at a 
Chicago music festival. He 
made his Carnegie Hall debut 
at 21, and performs 150 con­
certs a year. 

For information, call the 
Schoolcraft Music Department 
at 734-462-4403. Schoolcraft 
College is a public two-year , 
college, offering classes at the 
Livonia campus on Haggerty 
Road between Six and Seven 
Mile roads, at the RadclifF 
Center in Garden City and 
online. •, L , 

ACT-SO holds organizing meeting J i i ; 18 
An organizing meeting for 

the Western Wayne County 
NAACP's second annual ACT-
SO competition will be 6-8 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. IS, at Smith 
Chapel A.M.E. Church, 3505 
Walnut, Inkster. There will be 
an orientation video, discus­
sion about the program and 
assignments. The meeting is 
for students, mentors, judges 
and other volunteers. 

The NAACP's Afro-
Academic, Cultural, 
Technological and Scientific 

Olympics (ACT-SO) was devel­
oped to enhance and showcase 
the academic and artistic 
achievement of African-
American high school students 
(grades 9 though 12). 

ACT-SO is a yearlong 
enrichment program that cul­
minates in a local and national 
competition where students 
compete for awards and schol­
arships totaling over $50,000. 
ACT-SO, the "Olympics of the 
Mind," seeks to promote posi­
tive self-esteem, academic and 

artistic excellence, positive 
interaction between our youth 
and the adult professional 
community. Furthermore, 
ACT-SO encourages more 
African-American youths to 
pursue higher education. 

The local competition is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 
16, 2004. 

Additional information 
about ACT-SO can be found at 
www.naacp.org or by contact­
ing Raymond G. Mullins at 
(734)485-7515 or email at 

attyraymuUins%provide.net. 
The Branch,Is seeking stu­

dents in 15 communities of 
Western Wayne Goiinty, 
including: Belleville, Canton, 
Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, 
Garden City, Inkster, Livonia, 
Lincoln Park) Sumpter 
Township, Plymouth, Redford, 
Taylor, Romulus, Wayne and 
Westland.. 

The Branch is also opening 
up the competition to students 
in Ecorse, River Rouge, and 
Monroe County. 

ALL OF OUR HOTTEST CAMERA PHONES 
At Picture Perfect Prices. 
NOW THROUGH JANUARY 16 

. . *» ' 

Camera Phone with 
Flash and Zoom 

.. I 

$29 99 

VBHTOnwireless 
\t f l / C ^ W \*Or*l M / ' r V Li 

Upgrade to America's Most Reliable Wireless Network 
1.877.2BUY.VZW & veriionwireless.com 

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 

Ep 

ANN ARBOR 
2570 Jackson Ave. 
{Next to Blockbuster) 
734-769-1722 

-Brjarwood Mall ' 
(in Star's Wing, 
Near Center Ct) 

AUBURN RILLS 
Great Lakes Crossing Mall 
248-253-1799 

BRIGHTON 
8159 Challis, Suite C 
(Off Grand River, 
in front of Target) 
810-225-4789 

CANTON 
42447 Ford Rd. • 
(Comer of Ford & Lilley 
Rds., Canton Corners) 
734-844-0481 

DEARBORN 
24417 Ford Rd, 
(Just West of Telegraph) 
313-278-4491 

Fairlane Mall 
(3rd Floor Next to Sear's) 
313-44.1-0168 
DETROIT 
14126 Woodward 
(Model T Plaza). 
313-869-7392 ' 

FARMINGTON HELLS 
31011 Orchard Lake Rd. 
(S.W. Corner of Orchard 
LakeRd, &14MileRd.) 
248-538-9900 

FENTON 
17245 Sliver Pkwy 
(In the Sear's plaza) 
810-629-2733 ' -

_ FT. GRATIOT 
E B 4 1 2 9 24th Avenue 
mr 810-385-1231 

GRAND BLANC 
12821 S. Saginaw S t 
(In Grand Blanc Mall) 
810-606-1700 

LAKE ORION 
2531 S. Lapeer Rd. 
(Orion Mal i 2 Miles 
N. of. the Palace) 
248-393-6800 

NOV! 
43025 12 Mile Rd. i 
(Twelve Oaks Service Dr., 
North o t Sear's) 
248-305-6600 

Twelve Oaks Mall 
(Lpwer level play area) 
PONTIAC/WATERFORD 
454 Telegraph Rd. 
(Across from 
Summit Place Mail! 
248-335-9900 ' 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
3035 S.'Rochester Rd. 
(At Auburn Rd.) 
248-853-0550 

ST. CLAIR SHORES 
26401 Harper Ave. 
(At 10 1/2 Mile) 
586-777-4010 

SOUTHFIELD 
28117 Telegraph Rd. 
(South of 12 Mile Rd.) 
248-358-3700 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
45111 Park Ave. 
(M-59 & M-53, 
Utica Park Plaza) 
586-997-6500 

Lakeside Mail 
(Lower C t play area) 

TAYLOR 
23495 Eureka Rd. 
(Across from 
Southland Mall) 
734-287-1770 

TROY 
1913 E Big Beaver Rd. 
{Troy Sports Center) 
248-526-0040 

• n Oakland Mail 
^ { I n s i d e Main Entrance, 

next to Food Court) 

WESTLAND 
35105 Warren Rd. 
(SW. Corner of Warren 
& Wayne Rds.) 
734-722-7330 

WAL-MART LOCATIONS 
Warren 
29240 Van Dyke 

t 586-751-0747 

OR VISIT THE VERIZON 

WIRELESS STORE 

AT CIRCUIT CITY 

ANN ARBOR 
AUBURN HILLS 
BRIGHTON 
DEARBORN 
HARPER WOODS 
LAKESIDE 
NOV! 
PONTtAC 
ROSEVILLE 

SOUTHFIELD 
TAYLOR 
TROY 
WESTLAND 

See.store for Return/Exchange Policy. 

Free Handset Software Upgrade! 
0 ' ® - « E » 0 <SS> 
BUSINESS CUSTOMERS, 
PLEASE CALL 
1.868.899.28B2 

A U T H O R I Z E D R E T A I U E B S EquifMnmt prices & reajm poBey vary by loaaicirt. 
Auttwized Retailers may impose additional equipment related 

FERNDALE 
Ann Arbor Wireless 
734-327-5100 
BLQOMFIELfJ HILLS 
GlBbafc Wireless 
1-888-607-1800 

Auto One Brighton 
810-227-2808 . 
Cellular Store and More 
810-227-7440 
CANTON 
Cellular Store and More 
734 : 981-7440 
CLAWSON 
Communications USA 
248-280-6390 . 
COMMERCE 
Cellular Source 
248-360-9400 
Wireless Tomorrow 
248-669-1200 
DEARBORN 
Kelly Cellular 
313-582-1130 

Communications USA 
248-542-5200 
FT. GRATIOT 
Wireless Solutions 
810-385-3400 
GROSSEPOINTE 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VlP-Plus 
HOWELL 
Cartrontes 
517-548-7705 . 

Authorized Cellular 
1-800-V!P-Plus 
MADISON HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 
MONROE 
Herkimer Radio 
734-242-0806 
Herkimer Too 
734-384-7001 
M l CLEMENS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 

Qiamon Touch 
248-615-1177 
FARMINGTON HILLS 
Cellular City 
248-848-8800 
Fusion Communications 
248-427-9476 

FENTON 
Cellular Store and More 
810-629-7440 

ROSEVILLE 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 
ROYAL OAK 
Fusion Communications 
248-549-7700 
SOUTHFIELD 
Wireless USA 
248-395-2222 
STESUNG HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus . 
SYLVAN LAKE 
Wireless Link 
248-681-1700 
TROY 
TUB Wireless Shop 
248-458-1111 
WARREN 
NextWirslass 
586-573-7599 
WESTBLODKFIELD 
Global Wireless 
248-681-7200 
YPSILftNTi 
Ann Arbor Wireless 
734-327-5400 

248-476-0077 
PORT HURON 

810-984-5141 
ROCHESTER 
Cellular Technologies 
248-299-0008 . 

|tRadioShack. 

*0ur Surcharges {End. 2.31% Federal UniversalServke (varies quarteriy),5C Regulatory/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details:1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes and our surcharges could add 10% to 30% to 
your bil l . Activation fee/line: $35/1 yr; $15/2 yrs. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval. $175 termination fee, up to 45C7min after allowance, other 
charges & restrictions: Usage rounder/to next full minute. Offers and coverage not available everywhere. PIX messages sent or received: 25c plus airtime; in National Enhanced Services Coverage Area only. Network details, 
coverage limitations & maps at verizonwireSess.com. Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F. While supplies last. Limited time offer, ©2005 Verizon Wireless 
OEOS2S7543 
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Battle for auto supremacy 
will test Big Three's mettle 
For automotive buffs and 

car maniacs across 
Michigan, this week is 

what amounts to the Motor 
City's Mardi Gras — the North 
American International Auto 
Show. For the next week, thou­
sands will brave traffic jams and 
unpredictable January weather 
to sneak a peek at the new cars. 

They hold this show in 
Detroit, because that is where 
the modern motor industry was 
born. It is hard now to imagine 
how completely Detroit domi­

nated the auto 
business a few 
decades ago. 
But back in the 
late 1940s, 
more than half 
of all the cars 
built in the 
world were 
assembled 
within the bor­
ders of the city. 

Those were 
the days when 
Ford was 

offered Volkswagen for nothing 
— and turned up its nose; who 
would ever want to buy a car 
like that? Nobody worried about 
imports, styling was everything 
and obsolescence was planned. 

Now, it is a different world. 
Each of the "Big Three" has suf­
fered shakeout and trauma in 
little more than a decade. 
General Motors crashed in the 
early 1990s, and had to be res­
cued by a toothpaste salesman. 
Chrysler is now a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of a German firm. 
Ford is losing money and mar­
ket share, and many fear it will 
eventually cease to be a full-
service automaker. 

Last weekend, as crews 
worked overtime to set up the 
auto show exhibits in Cobo Hall, 
Detroit's convention center, a 
panel of experts a block away 
held a little-noticed conference 
for the nation's news media on 
the auto industry's future. 

Their conclusions, might best 
be summarized in the title David 
Cole gave to his presentation: 
"The-Auto Future: It's the Law 

of the Jungle." Indeed, all agreed 
that for some automakers, espe­
cially those who are insufficient­
ly smart or insufficiently flexi­
ble, the future will likely be 
nasty, brutish and short. 

"The old business model is 
broken," said Cole, a former 
University of Michigan profes­
sor who chairs the highly 
regarded Center for Automotive 
Research (CAR) in Ann Arbor. 
The world industry is highly 
unstable, not anywhere close to 
its final form, he noted, and 
Detroit's old solution of 
attempting to solve its problems 
just by boosting sales doesn't 
work anymore. 

Sean McAlinden, CAR's chief 
economist and a man with a 
puckish wit, laid it on the line. 
The auto business is the world's 
biggest industry and likely to 
stay that way. But while Detroit 
isn't exactly going out of busi­
ness, the trend lines are slowly 
sloping in one direction: down. 

Employment in vehicle and 
parts manufacturing has fallen 
dramatically in the last five 
years, especially in Michigan ' 
and Ohio, which have each lost 
more than 2Q percent of these 
jobs. And, for the most part, 
they are never coming back. 

"Profit margins are low, and 
will stay that way in developed 
markets," he said. "Firms are 
going to compete by cutting cap­
ital spending," but this is likely 
to lead to a shakeout in the 
industry, and some casualties. 

"Nobody can make money 
unless they utilize at least 90 
percent of their manufacturing 
capacity," he said. American 
manufacturers face two big 
problems. 

Demand is likely to remain 
low for the next several years, in 
part because auto sales didn't 
decline that much during the 
last recession. 

What is even more of a handi­
cap is that most experts agree it 
costs domestic manufacturers 
an estimated $2,000-$2,500 
more to make a vehicle in this 
country than it does in many 
overseas markets 

There is no great mystery 
why: Auto production workers 
in the United States average 
$31.67 an hour. (Germans make 
even more.) Those in Mexico 
make $5.12; auto workers in 
China, 90 cents. 

Add to that the problem of 
"legacy costs" — there are more 
than twice as many General 
Motors retirees on pensions as 
active workers — and the scope 
of the problem becomes even 
greater. 

Yet not all is doom and gloom. 
Michael Robinet, vice president 
of Global Forecast Services in 
Farmington Hills, has spent a 
career forecasting trends in the 
auto industry. He thinks better 
days may be coming for Detroit. 
For one thing, many of the 
"legacy costs" will greatly dimin­
ish as nature takes its course, 
and the new U.S work force is 
leaner, meaner and a whole lot 
younger. 

And he was fairly optimistic 
about the long term. "What is 
more important is the stability 
of the growth," he said. In the 
near term, he sees steel and oil 
prices peaking or declining — 
good news for the car business 
— and world vehicle sales rising 
from 57 million in 2003 to near­
ly 70 million by decade's end. 

North America's share of that 
market is becoming "a smaller 
piece of the global pie." But 
domestic manufacturers can 
take heart from one develop­
ment: Thanks to what he called 
"Generations Y and Z" new con­
sumers will swell the market by 
104.7 million new drivers by 

^2020. 
*• What nobody knows yet is 
whose cars they wili be driving, 
although some of them will 
probably be Chinese. About all 
that seems certain is when it 
comes to worldwide competition 
for the car market, we've barely 
seen anything yet. 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice 
president of HomeTown 
Communications He can be reached by 
phone at (248) 901-2561 or by e-mail at 
jlessenberry@homecomm.net. 

The fight against racism 
goes beyond boundaries 

Shirley 
Stancato 

reg Kowalski's column "New 
• Detroit needs to get real on 
addressing racism" was a perfect 

example of the obstacles we face in south­
east Michigan as we work to confront in a 
constructive manner the issue of race. 

The column was prompted by New 
Detroit board Chair John Rakolta Jr.'s 
presentation to the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Race Relations and Diversity 
Task Force. In his presentation, Mr. 
Rakolta discussed his experiences hosting 
a series of dinners at his Bloomfield Hills 

home to discuss racial 
issues and improve 
communication among 
New Detroit board 
members. 

The writer found it 
"outrageous" that the 
discussion was taking 
place in Bloomfield 
Hills, asserting, 
"Meaningful bridges 
have to be built, but 
they are not going to be 
built in Bloomfield 
Hills." 

His assumption seems to be that race 
relations is a "Detroit" issue. But race is 
not a "Detroit" issue. It is a human issue 
that is just as important to Bloomfield 
Hills or Birmingham or any other subur­
ban community as it is to Detroit. If this 
region is going to make progress on. 
resolving the very real problems that 
revolve around race, it must start with 
that realization. 

The importance of the dinners and dis­
cussions hosted by Mr. Rakolta is not 
their geographic location, but their con­
tent. These dinners have provided a 
forum - a safe forum - for people of 
goodwill from widely diverse back­
grounds and experiences to let down 
their guard and start to grapple with this 
issue that is so problematic for our 
region. 

Make.no mistake, this is tough stuff to 
deal with. That is true even when the 
people at the table are committed to the 
discussion and seeking to achieve some 
common ground. 

Race is an emotionally charged issue to 
which we each bring our own unique per­
spective, shaped by our own background 
and life experience. 

In his landmark book, Democracy in 
America, Alexis DeTocqueville observed 

People want to make progress in 
resolving the dilemma of race in 
America in 2005. But often they don't 
know how to start that process. 

in 1831 that in the United States, "whites 
and emancipated Negroes face each other 
like two foreign people on the same soil* 
While the phrase "emancipated Negroes" t 
belongs back in 1831, the description of • 
race relations is all too accurate in 200S,*-** 

What the Rakolta dinners have provid-°^ 
ed is a structured environment where X% 
people of goodwill can start to explore *?*! 
their own attitudes and assumptions in Z B^ 
the presence of other people who do not; % 
look like them and have different atti- * 
tudes and assumptions. In the process, c 
we all have learned a great deal, both 
about ourselves and about others. -xm 

That is why the race relations panel af?*^ 
last year's Detroit Regional Chamber f 
Mackinac Conference was the highlight ;.^| 
of the conference. It's why that panel prb*^ 
vided the basis for a highly watched s p e ^ * 
cialonWDIV-TV. , £ S 

People want to make progress in ^ s 
resolving the dilemma of race in America^! 
in 2005. But often they don't know h o w ^ l 
to start that process. £m 

The dinners have provided a place and ^ 
a structured environment to make a start.^ 
They have been equally beneficial for * 
people from Bloomfield Hills, Detroit, *< 
Dearborn, Livonia and the rest of this S 
region. Z 

Our discussions are about race. They 7 
aren't about Detroit or Bloomfield Hills ; 
or Warren or Dearborn. They are about * 
race and the very major impact it has hacLs 
and continues to have on our progress, orX 
lack of progress, as a region. 

If bridges are going to be built, they 
must be built in Bloomfield Hills, in 
Detroit and everywhere throughout this :, 
region, this state and this nation. If we ; 
are going to get hung up on where that « 
building begins, it will never start. 

Shirley Stancato is president and CEO of New ;,. 
Detroit Inc. 
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Iraq citizens can vote in 
BYAUXLUNDBERG 

STAFF WRITER 

With Iraq's first open elec­
tions in history just a few 
weeks away, activists and polit­
ical experts don't see much 
hope of the outcome being a 
peaceful, western democracy 
in the cradle of civilization. 

Voters in Iraq and five cities 
in the United States will cast 
ballots to decide the future 
leadership of that desert conn-
try. In the U.S., qualified voters 
can vote in Detroit, Los 

. Angeles, Chicago, Washington, 
D.C., and Nashville. 

The site for the out-of-coun-
try vote in Wayne County will 
be set up at'15800 No Inline in 
Southgate, near 1-75 and 
Northline Road, based on a 
request from United States 
International Organization for 
Migration. 

Iraq voters can vote for the 
National Assembly if: 

S They have current, or had 
in the past, Iraqi citizenship or 
were born in Iraq, or have a 
father who is Iraqi 

B They were at least 18 
years-old by Dec. 31, 2004 

B They can present official 
documents to prove all of the 
above. 

Qualified voters need to 
bring all official documents 
when they come to register 
Jan. 17-23. 

After Iraqi's have registered, 
they will be able to vote Jan. 
28-30. 

Head of the Detroit field 
office of the Out of Country 
Voting Program, John Gattorn, 
set up his office in Detroit this 
week and has had Internet 
access for almost that long. He 
arrived Dec. 22, set up an 
office in Dearborn and hired a 
staff. In the coming days, he 
said he's going to be printing 
fliers and hitting Iraqi media 
outlets in preparation for the 
upcoming vote in Iraq. 

He said the election is going 
to be hot. 

"The response has been 
overwhelming," Gattorn said. 
"The timeline makes it really 
challenging. We still don't 

know how many people are 
going to show." 

Martin Manna, president of 
the Chaldean American 
Chamber of Commerce, said his 
whole family is very excited 
about the upcoming election. 
That said, he's also skeptical of 
how the election is coming 
together. 

"They don't have their act 
together," he said. "This election 
is incredibly important to 
Chaldeans, they're a minority in 
Iraq, but I don't think the elec­
tion is going to get the numbers 
they're expecting." 

Oakland University Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
Paul Kubicek said the chances 
of a legitimate election in Iraq 
are very poor. 

"Violence could disrupt the 
polling, that's a serious concern," 
lie said. "Also, leaders in the 
Sunni (Muslim) community 
have called for a boycott of the 
election. That's 20 percent of 
the population who are unlikely 
to vote." 

The third problem facing the 
election is that there are no 
international observers on the 
ground in Iraq. There hasn't 
ever been an election in that 
country and coupled with the 
fact there will be no one to 
watch it happen, the chances of 
the international community 
endorsing the outcome is very 
slim. 

Some people have said the 
vote needs to be postponed in 
order to shore up some of these 
problems. That, according to the 
professor, is a real Hobson's 
Choice. 

"If you push back the election 
the security situation might 
improve and more Sunnis might 
participate" Kubicek said. "But 
it's also likely that the insurgents 
might be emboldened by any 
postponement and the security 
situation might deteriorate." 

The Jan. 30 deadline for the 
elections, he said, was a com­
pletely arbitrary one. He said 
there is no constitutional 
requirement for any date and 
this one was chosen half out of 
hope that things would have 
calmed down by then and half 

out of concern they would influ­
ence the U.S. presidential race if 
they had not. 

The Bush administration has 
stood firmly on the date and 
have said there is no plan to 
postpone. Kubicek said that 
could change if the right people 
ask for a new date. 

"If a substantial number of 
Iraqis push for a new date, it 
might change," he said. "If 
enough did ask, that would 
give the Bush administration 
the cover they need to change 
the date." 

But not everyone agrees 
changing the date of the vote 
will change Iraq's prospects. 
Immigration Attorney Ashley 
Mammow, a member of the 
Chaldean Democratic Caucus, 
said worrying about the date 
of the election is like arrang­
ing deck chairs on the Titanic. 

"It's a total farce," Mammow 
said. "I don't know how you 
can have an election in a mili­
tarily controlled state with an 
unelected government. There 
are people on the ballot, but 
they weren't placed there by 
Iraqis." 

With the country in a state 
of chaos and insurgent attacks 
on U.S. forces and civilians on 
the rise, she said the election 
was an empty exercise — a 
ceremonial gesture so some­
one can say "we have democra­
cy-" 

Of course, she said, all of 
this goes on under the aus­
pices of a U.S. controlled mili­
tary force, something that isn't 
endearing anyone to the 
process. 

"The Iraqi people don't want 
us there," Mammow said. 
"They don't want to be under 
our occupation for the next 
two decades." 

Imam Husham Al-Husainy 
of the Karbala Islamic Center 
in Detroit says the upcoming 
election in Iraq is important. 
He is working to get people 
registered to vote and educat­
ing them on the issues and 
candidates around an election 
he was "very eager" to take 
part in. 

That said, he thinks the 
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election is a scam. 
"This is a political scandal," 

Al-Husainy said. "The govern­
ment in Iraq does not want a 
real election because they 
know no one will vote for 
them. In my analysis, they 
were told to hold an election 
but they are indirectly killing 
it." 

He said the International 
Organization for Migration, 
the body that is coordinating 
the out of country voting 

process, isn't helping either. 
With only five voting areas for 
the entire United States, he 
said tens of thousands will be 
denied a chance to cast a bal­
lot. 

"There are 5,000 Iraqis liv­
ing in the Seattle area of 
Washington," he said. "They 
would have to drive 20 hours 
to make it to L.A. to vote. It's 
impossible for them to make 
it." 

He says the whole situation 

reminds him of Saddam 
Hussein's rule. Democratic 
reform has to happen in Iraq, 
he said, and the Jan. 30 elec­
tions are the foundation of that 
reform. If the foundation isn't 
built correctly the whole exper­
iment will fail. 

"The election is not being 
held in a democratic way, and 
that will give ammunition to 
the terrorists," Al-Husainy 
said. "Let's have a real election, 
not a cosmetic election." 
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• Whole House Repipes 
• Hot Water Heaters ON SALE »New Boilers ON SALE 
• Kitchen & Bath Faucets ON SALE • Toilets ON SALE 
• Sump Pumps and Back-up Sump Pumps ON SALE 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO MAKE YOUR HOME MORE 
EFFICIENT AND COMFORTABLE IS ON SALE NOW! 

Call Burton and Sons Plumbing and Healing today 
to take advantage of our great WINTER SALE prices. 

Estimates cheerfully given! 

The same professional quality and friendly service you 
have come to expect for 3 generations! If you're not 

happy, we're not happy-at Burton and Sons you can 
talk to an owner any time! 
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