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Winter 

Cold is cool 
Give yourself a lift, discover 

Michigan's ski resorts. 
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Get started 
Oats are more than just 
hot cereal 

SS. Simon & Jude 
Church's usher club 
will sponsor a buy-
and-swap toys and 
trains show noon to 4 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16, 
at the church hall, 
32500 Palmer, one 
mile west of 
Merriman. 

Admission is $2 per 
person and $4 per 
family. There will be 
200 dealer tables 
available at $10 each. 
To reserve a table, call 
(734) 595-8327. 

Dealers will begin 
setting up at 9 a.m. on 
the day of the show. 

St. Damian Catholic 
School in Westland 
will have an open 
house 7-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 11, for 
its preschool pro
grams for children 
ages 3-4. The open 
house also wiii be for 
the kindergarten pro
gram. 

The school is at 
29891 Joy. For more 
information, call (734) 
427-1680. 

Helping seniors 
Volunteers are 

being sought by the 
Westland senior cit i
zen Friendship Center 
to help low- to moder
ate- incjdrri&seniors 
prepare their 2004 
federal and state 

! income tak fbrrns. 
| A limited number of 
| computers will be pro-
j vided to assist in the 
i preparation, although 

personal laptops may 
be brought to the cen-
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ter. Software will be 
provided. 

Training classes for 
volunteers will be 
offered at the 
Maplewood Senior 
Center in Garden City 
during the week of 

! Jan. 10. 
I Training materials 
: will be provided, and 
! an open-book IRS-
; approved test must be 
! passed. 
I For more informa
t i o n or to sign up, calf 
i(734) 722-7628 or 
1(734)455-8381. 

Your hometown newspaper 
serving Westland for 40 
years 

READY REFERENCE 
Newspaper classified sections 
are available at the Reference 

Desk 
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Council OKs administrative pay hike 
BY DARREU CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland City Councilman Richard 
LeBlanc has accused city administration 
officials of wrongly implying that depart
ment heads didn't get a salary increase 
for three years. 

"It's flat-out incorrect," he said 
Monday, during a council session. 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli and Personnel 
Director Keith Madden acknowledged 
Monday that department heads received 
a 3-percent salary increase in January 
2003 and a 2-percent pay hike in July 
2004. 

LeBlanc charged that earlier state

ments, made during a Dec. 20 council 
meeting, implied that the directors had
n't received a salary increase for three 
years. He criticized administration offi
cials for "a lot of miscommunication." 

In response, Cicirelli said department 
heads haven't asked for their own salary 
increases during the three-year period. 
The pay raises went into effect only 
because the city has a clause that says 
appointed directors will automatically 
get pay increases that are received by 
city unions. 

"They get the same as the unions," 
Cicirelli said. 

Salaries for department heads and 
other appointed officials currently range 

from $35,715 for an administrative sec
retary to $84,035 for the highest-paid 
jobs, including police and fire chiefs. 

Despite the controversy Monday, all 
seven council members, including 
LeBlanc, supported a new pay plan for 
20 employees who are department heads 
or other appointees. The latest plan will 
give directors a 0.5 percent salary 
increase in July. 

Some council members defended the . 
, pay increases that department heads 
have received since January 2003, 
despite financial difficulties that are only 
expected to worsen with a new round of 
state-shared revenue cuts. 

Councilman William Wild said he 

would oppose any efforts to thwart 
department head salary increases that 
are automatically tied to union wage 
hikes. 

"These are some of the hardest-work
ing people in the city," he said. 

Wild defended directors as doubling 
up on their duties, and he said the city 
could lose talented officials unless 
salaries remain somewhat competitive. 

"We do have some good people," Wild 
said, "and the last thing we would want 
to do is have them out there looking for 
new jobs." 

Councilman James Godbout noted 
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Joe Milkovich (left) and Andy Spisak have swapped talking on police radios for the spinning classic country music on AM radio's WSDS. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

SY LEAMNE ROGERS 

STAFF WRITER 

During their careers as police officers, 
Joe Milkovich and Andy Spisak were 
accustomed to talking over radios. 

These days, both can be heard on the 
airwaves by a lot wider audience - and 
they get to play classic country music. 
Milkovich and Spisak are part-time disc 
jockeys on WSDS radio, 1480 AM on 
your radio dial. 

"If people discover classic, country, 
they'll stay. You really need to be a radio 
listener to find us on AM radio," said 
Spisak, 70, a retired Westland police 
officer. 

"The nice thing is, we're not playing to 
any set age. People in their 20s and peo
ple in their 60s will call (with requests). 
I talked to one guy who said he heard 
Hank Williams perform in person," said 
Milkovich, 55, who retired from the 
Garden City Police Department. 

Both men had a long interest in being 
radio disc jockeys. Spisak, who uses the 
on-air name Andy Barron, first worked 
in radio while serving in the Army in 
1958. 

"I wasn't able to get a radio job when I 

got out and in I960,1 joined the Wayne 
Police Department," said Spisak, who 
later was among the first officers hired 
when the Westland Police Department 
was formed. • • \ ' 

From 1963-66, Spi|ak was on the air 
at radio station WYS|, the Superior 
Township-based station that is now 
WSDS. [ 

"When the radio station opened, I did 
top 20 rock 'n' roll - |he Barron's Blast," 
said Spisak, adding B^arron was his 
grandmother's maiden name. 

While with the Wetland Police 
Department, Spisak had two stints as 
deputy mayor underffom Taylor and 
Charles "Trav" Griffin which didn't leave 
much time foriradioiHe also worked for 
Westland's I8tjb District Court before 
returning to ^fSDS ih 2000. 

"I do other Jtuff - 1 serve papers for 
the court. I keep busy" said Spisak, who 
is heard 2-4 plm. Monday through 
Thursday. -, 

Similarly, Milkovich said as a young 
man he'd wanted to go into radio, but 
wasn't able tophd a job. At 18, he was 
playing records at dances around 
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As retirees, Andy Spisak (left) and Joe Milkovich 
are doing something they'd hoped to do as 
young men - be radio disc jockeys., 

Association 
owes arena 
$75, 

BY DARRELL C U M 

STAFF WRITER 

Amid a coi: iroversy over city ice 
arena rates, the Westland Hockey 
Association has failed to pay $75,000 
it owes for using the facility, local offi
cials said. 

"It is close to $80,000 that they owe 
us right now, and we will be going 
after that," said Westland Parks and 
Recreation Director Robert Kosowski 
said. 

His comments came Monday dur
ing a Westland City Council meeting, 
under questioning from Councilman 
William Wild. 

The hockey association owes about 
$75,000 for using the arena on 
Wildwood near Hunter from October 
through December, Kosowski said. 

City officials hope to meet with 
hockey association leaders to resolve 
the issue, and Kosowski indicated that 
some penalties may be assessed for 
late payment of bills. 

Moreover, Kosowski said 
Wednesday that the hockey associa
tion may be blocked from using the 
facility unless it pays its bills by the 
end of January. 

/ "That would be my stance," he said. 
Hockey association President 

Kristopher Simonian said the bills 
weren't paid due to what he called 
"discrepancies in invoices." He said 
the organization had been billed for 
some ice arena time that it didn't use. 

"We're not in the habit of paying 
invoices that aren't correct," Simonian 
said Wednesday. As long as the city 
has cleared up the discrepancies, he 
said, the bills will be paid. 

Simonian has criticized city officials 
for imposing a $20-an-hour rate hike 
that pushed rates to $160 last year. He. 
said the rate hike has placed a finan- , 
cial hardship on the organization and 
caused some members to leave. 

City officials have defended the rate 
hikes, saying financial losses at the 
arena amounted to $375,000 during 
the last two years, alone. 

The ice arena is darned after hockey 
star Mike Modano, a Westland native 
and Dallas Stars player. \ 
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New Year's accidenf hurts 3 people 
The accident snarled traffic in 

the Warren-Central City 

Parkway area. 

A 22-year-old Garden City man 
was in critical condition following 
a two-car, head-on collision that 
happened about 1:45 a.m. 
Saturday in Westland. 

Police Sgt. Dan Karrick said 
alcohol is believed to have con
tributed to the accident, which 
occurred on Warren west of 
Central City Parkway. 

The Garden City man was driv
ing a 1995 Ford Escort the wrong 
way in the westbound lanes of 
Warren when he struck a 1992 
Ford Tempo, Officer Tom Lessnau 
said in a statement issued by the 

Westland Police Department's 
traffic bureau. i , 

Police officials wouldn't release 
the identity of the man, who was 
flown by medical helicopter to the 
University of Michigan Hospital 
in Ann Arbor. He remained in 
critical condition early this week. 

The Garden City sian is J 
accused of hitting aflempo carry
ing a 36-year-old Wayne man and 
a 22-year-old female passenger 
who lives in Westland. - | 

The people in the Temptfwere 
taken to Garden City Hospital 
and treated for minor injtrae\s. 

The accident snarled traffic in 
the Warren-Central City Parkway 
area until authorities managed to 
get the roadways cleared, Karrick 
said. The investigation was con
tinuing this week. 
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Local students send 
holiday hurricane help 
for victims in Florida 

BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

For the students at West 
Elementary School in Arcadia, 
Fla., Christmas came early, 
thanks to a group of their 
counterparts at Schweitzer 
Elementary School in 
Westland. 

Known as the MP45GH, the 
students collected 57 boxes of 
school supplies, clothing, toys 
and games for students at the 
school, that was torn apart 
during Hurricane Charley on 
Aug. 14. 

It started with an idea by 
one student, fifth-grader 
Jessica Hensley, and grew into 
an effort that filled an entire 
truck. 

"We were talking about cur
rent events and natural disas
ters," said teacher Kathleen 
Pearce. "We were talking about 
hurricanes and their effects on 
the United States, especially 
Florida. When Jessica came to 
me and said she'd like to do 
something for the survivors." 

"I like helping people," said 
Jessica who turned 10 on Dec. 
29- "It's hard to explain, but it 
makes me feel good." 

Pearce presented the 
Jessica's idea to the 26 stu
dents in her class, and in true 
democratic fashion they voted 
on what they wanted to do. 
Pear.ce contacted a friend, 
Ryan Patrick, who teaches at 
West Elementary, and the rest, 
as they say, is history. 

The students organized 
themselves as the MP45GH -
Mrs. Pearce's Fourth-Fifth 
Grade Helpers - to set up com
mittees to cover all aspects of 
the collection drive. They even 
voted to give up their recesses 
rather than use learning time 
to work on the project which 
they did every Monday and 
Tuesday for two months. 

The 5Ws (Who, What, Why, 
When, Where) committee cre
ated the timeline for the proj
ect. It decided who to invite to 

participate, when the items 
would be sent, where they 
would go and what would be 
collected. 

"The group decided on the 
school supplies and clothing 
plus toys and games that could 
be Christmas presents," said 
Pearce. "They figured the par
ents were worrying more about 
having shelter than about 
Christmas." 

The Communications com
mittee, which Jessica served 
on, decided how the project 
would be promoted to the rest 
of the student body. Members 
created posters for the hall
ways, made a flier to go home 
and made a brief presentation 
to each class. 

"They felt it would have 
more impact if the students 
knew what that little piece of 
paper meant," Pearce said. 

The Transportation commit
tee had to find a way to get the 
items to Florida. One student 
knew someone who worked for 
Allied Moving Services, who in 
turn talked to their boss who 
arranged for the delivery free 
of charge. 

The Delivery committee 
assembled the 3-foot by 2-foot 
by 2-foot boxes, then the entire 
class packed and labeled the 
boxes. 

"They did everything," said 
Pearce. "The only thing I did 
was copy the flier. They did so 
good. They taped up the ends 
and refolded everything they 
put in the boxes." 

The collection drive was so 
successful, that the collection 
point had to be move from 
Pearce's classroom to the art 
room. 

The students also "did a 
beautiful card" that Pearce 
enlarged, and that, too, was 
sent to students at West 
Elementary. 

"They want to keep in 
touch," said Pearce said. "They 
want the people to call or write 
and keep up the contact all 
year long." 
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Holland Boerje, Marissa Kujat and Andrew Potter work as a team in getting the boxes ready for packing. 

Allied picked up the boxes 
on Dec. 1 and they arrived in 
Arcadia on Dec. 9. 

Patrick called Pearce to say 
that they had received the 
shipment and that it was being 
organized so that it would ben
efit families with the most 
needs. 

When the project was done, 
Pearce surveyed the students 
to see what they thought about 
it and if they would like to do 
another one. Many said yes to 
another project and put down 
some ideas. Many said they 
learned about teamwork. Their 
responses were insightful. 

"We pulled from each other's 
strengths," said Mikey 
Acerrano. 

"I learned how good it feels 
to help others and to give," said 
Brandon Marable. 

"I learned that helping other 
people is awesome and won
derful and a spectacular feel
ing," said Holland Boertje. "It 
also taught me that there's no 
T in team which means things 
are easier to do as a team and 
not solo." 

Jessica is glad she gave up 
her recesses for the project and 
admits that her idea created a 
mess in both classrooms, 

"But my parents are proud of 
me for thinking of other peo
ple," said. 
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Elliott Arnold, Emily Morgan and Matthew Castaldini strike a pose with the 
boxes before taking on the job of filling them with the donated items. 
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Andrea Gamer (from left) Nicholas Sypher, Mercedes Johnson and Cody Borg 
were among the students who worked on the project. 

1 injured, 
1 arrested 
in fight 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A fight involving alcohol,esca- . 
lated Saturday when a Westland 
woman drove a car toward 
another woman, pinning her ! 

against the side of house, police 
said. 

The incident happened about • 
2:25 a.m. on Delton Court, near 
Wildwood and Palmer, and it 
left the victim with a broken 
right leg, police Sgt. Steve 
Borisch said. The accused 
assailant drove offbut was cap
tured and arrested less than a 
mile away, when the 1999 Ford 
Taurus she was driving was 
struck by another car at the 
Wayne-Palmer intersection, 
according to police reports. 

Authorities arriving at Delton 
Court found the victim lying on 
the ground. They also found a 
broken-out storm door to the 
residence and saw tire marks 
leading up to the house. 

The assailant, according to the 
reports, had argued with others 
at the party and had thrown a 
chair through the kitchen win
dow. She then went outside. 

The victim, a 33-year-old 
Dearborn Heights woman, was ", 
attacked with the car when she , 
went outside to confront the 
assailant, a 37-year-old 
Westland woman, according to ''. 
authorities. The attacker, 
described as drunk, fled the 
scene but was hit by another 
drunken driver in a 1990 Ford 
Mustang at the Wayne-Palmer 
intersection, police said. Police „ 
arrested both women for driving T 
drunk, Borisch said. 

The woman involved in the 
assault on Delton Court has -jt-
been arraigned in Westland 18th * 
District Court on charges of I * 
assault with intent to do great >>' 
bodily harm (less than murder) *5> 
and failing to stop at the scene ; * 
of a personal injury accident. 

Judge Gail McKnight set a 
$25,000/10 percent bond and J 
ordered the woman to return to ' 
court Jan. 13 for a preliminary 
hearing that will decide whether I 
she should face trial in Wayne ; 
County Circuit Court. '•] 
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First arrival 
The first baby of the New Year at St. Mary Mercy Hos$tal in Livonia also was a first for her parents. Natalie Jo 
Lynn Starasinich, born at 1:17 a.m. Jan. 1, is the first child of Joseph and Lindsay Starasinich of Westland. The 
infant weighed 6 pounds, 9 ounces. 'Her due date was Christmas Day, but she decided to come on New Year's 
Day,' said her proud father. Natalie was delivered by Dr. M.H. Neal. The Starasinich family received a hand
made quilt and other gifts from the Birthing Center staff at St. Mary Mercy for the birth of their new baby. 

i 

cLARiFicimoiT Services $et for Tyler Townsend 
A story in the Jan. 2 

issue of the Observer 
should have identified 
Laura Toy as a state sena
tor. 

In addition, a story in 
the Dec. 30 issue on the 
$20,000 donation by the 
Friends of Greenmead in 
support of the historical 
park mistakenly identi
fied the original location 
of the Alexander Blue 
House. 

Before" it was moved to 
Greenmead in 1987, the 
home was located on 
Middlebelt north of 
Schoolcraft. 

Funeral services will be at 1 
p.m. Friday at Hillside Cemetery 
in Belleville for 6-year-old Tyler 
Townsend. [ 

Tyler was born on Aug. 1,1998, 
and died on Jan. 2, 20O5. 

The youngster had been diag
nosed with an inoperable brain 
tumor in July and given just six 
months to live by doc ors. 

He had been under ;oing radia
tion treatment at the Jniversity of 
Michigan Hospital wl en his 
health began to declir e rapidly. 

He eventually was r loved to 
Arbor Hospice where %e died in 
his mother's arms Tuesday night. 

Friends had organized numer
ous fund-raisers to help pay 

expenses after his mother cut 
back on her work with Sunshine 
Cleaning Service in Ann Arbor to 
be with her son. 

"I just loved that child, he was 
the center of my sunshine," said 
his mother, Tammie. "He's my 
angel baby." 

Visitation is 1-8 p.m. today at 
the Higgerson-Neal Funeral 
Home, 209 Main St., Belleville. 

Called Tyzilla by his mother and 
family friend, he is survived by his 
mother, Tammie Townsend, and 
his father, John Hubbard, and 
grandparents Orville and Anita 
Townsend and Winston and Edna 
Hubbard. 

computer classes pair 

Playing card games and 
passing notes is certainly not 
acceptably classroom behavior, 
unless you are a senior citizen 
participating in 
ExperienceSeniorPower. 

Seniors enrolled in the inter-
generational computer skills 
building program practice 
their newfound skills by e-
mailing friends, family and 
each other. 

They also will learn how to 
master the mouse by partici
pating in a rousing game of 
Solitaire. 

Computer labs at the 
Western Campus of Wayne 
County Community College 
District (WCCCD) are open 10 
a.m. to % p.m. every 
Wednesday from for seniors 
wanting to begin to develop or 
hone additional computer 
skills. 

The classes teach seniors 
everything from basic key-
boarding, computer technolo
gy, e-mail, photo scanning and 
uploading photos to mastering 
Microsoft Word and Excel, 
Microsoft Windows and surf
ing the Internet, utilizing on
line forums, on-line shopping 
and Internet safety and securi
ty-

Seniors pay just a one-time 
workbook fee of $31.79-

"If seniors get stuck, there's 
always someone to lend a 
hand," said Tony Fama, 
founder of Maria Madeline 
Project Inc. and its ESP pro
gramming. 

The jab is staffed by an 
instructor and several WCCCD 
work study students, which 

gives the program the inter-
generational component so 
important to Fama. 

The idea for ESP, Fama said, 
came from the close relation
ship he had with his mother 
and grandmother while grow
ing up. 

The experience, he said, 
made him realize how much 
each generation can learn from 
the other and the importance 
of respect. 

"The idea really is to teach 
our youth to respect and honor 
our seniors and for our seniors 
to become grandparents or 
mentors to our youth," he said. 

Fama chose to partner with 
WCCCD after meeting Michael 
Dotson, WCCCD senior associ
ate vice-chancellor for admin
istration and finance. 

"Working with Mike has 
been a joy. He really is focused 
on bridging intergenerational 
relationships which is essential 
to our corporate ideal," Fama 
said. "Between Mike and 
Charicellor Curtis Ivery, I know 
the college is certainly on the 
same page as we are - and that 
is to celebrate the lives of our 
seniors." 

Since its inception in March 
1999, ESP has about 10,000 
subscribers in 18 states. 

All subscribers, he said, have 
a voice in the program and on 
the contents of the Web site, 
ExperienceSeniorPower.com, 
which is available to all seniors 
and features discussion 
forums, health news, resources 
and other items of interest to 
the senior set. 

Fama said he receives a lot of 

feedback from seniors through 
evaluation forms as well as his 
company e-mail account. 

"We encourage them to keep 
in touch so we can make sure 
the seniors are happy," he said, 
adding he has incorporated a 
number of their suggestions 
into the Web site, including a 
poetry page. 

Dotson said WCCCD set up 
the program i& Fama's vision 
by creating a low-key environ
ment where seniors can ask 
questions and readily get 
answers. 

"It's a nice intimate setting 
where a senior who has very 
limited skills can learn to use a 
mouse while another is being 
assisted with e-mail," Dotson 
said. "The seniors don't have to 
be on the same page at the 
same time. 

"Many of the seniors are 
more interested in computer 
basics and they very quickly 
move into learning about other 
things on the computer such as. 
sending photos and building 
their biography that they share 
on the Web site with seniors 
across the country." 

Seniors have the option of 
coming to class whenever they 
like during the four-hour class 
time and staying as long as 
they wish. 

"We don't want them locked 
into a time," Dotson said. 

ExperienceSeniorPower classes are 
offered at Wayne County Community 
College District's Western Campus at 
9555 Haggerty Road in Belleville. To' 
enroll or for more information, call 
{734) 697-5180. 

Opening Soon in Canton! 

Assisted and Memory Care 
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At Waltonwood, We Make Your Family Feel At Home 
Waltonwood at Cherry Hill provides a beaudfol eiivironmen 

and quality, expert care to Assisted and Memory Care LMrij 

residents. We understand your deep concern for four love* 

one's well-being and are dedicated to tteat^lfegm as ; 

member of our own family. Experience h o ^ ^ S fl^mmd a 

Cheny Hill can offer you and your loved oa&CtttyMttktn. 

dignity and peace of mind. 

Reservations are now being accepted! 
Please call (734) 981T7100 or visit today 

and tour our newly decorated models! 
• _ • " nt, Licensed Assisted Livin^and Memory Care Community 

email: waltonwooddhefryhiU@singhmail.com 
42600 Cherry Hill Road,fcanton, MI 48187 

(Located on the northwest corner ofsCherry Hill and Lilley RoadsO 

www.waltonwood.com NO ENTRANGR FEES! m b 5J£TCI:-SC*S»V:CH LL£. 

ON ALL BLINDS & 
WALLPAPER 

FREE Shop-at-Home Service 
Wel l bring the store t o you! 
1 * our team of trained professionals 

p you choose the style and color 
it's best for every room; of your 
Tie. Select from a full assortment of 
ids, window shades, shutters, cur-
is,top treatments and more! 

Col! 800-380-6782 and press "I" for a 
FREE appointment and detans. 

AlwayT25%"-85%Off 
most retail store prices 

MEASURING & 
INSTACLATlONt 

t On ail blinds orders over $750 before sales tax.There is a $55 
refundable measuring deposit required for the measuring and 
Installation offer.Offer does not apply-to sh utters, draperies and 
top treatments. Offer applies to Shop at Home and Showroom 
pyrchasea Please mention oode BEN4 or present coupon 
when placing your order. 

Aik I out our 
90D|ys 
SdmeasCASH!* 

No minimum purchase. 
"Ask for details. 

Shop our Showrooms! 
We have 1i,0Q0's of blinds and over 

500 wallpaper books on display. 

BLINDS, WALLPAPER & MORE 
www.americanblinds.com 

800-380-6782 

Sterling Heights 
located at 19% Mile 

Road between Merrill 
Road and Utica Road 
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$outhofJVM4 
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You May Be 
Free 

or 401 K? 
Trapped 

Dan Stavaie, President Equity 
Enhancement Specialist, L1;C. 

y «•• o o u i i 

Most Americans who are concerned about preparingjfor retirement are 
lured into contributing pre-tax dollars into 401K plans!or tax-deductible 
contributions into IRA's. Such "Qualified Plans" only give you tax-favored 
advantages during the contribution and accumulation phase of your 
retirement account. What about the most important phases - when you 
withdraw the money for retirement income or transfer any remaining 
funds to your heirs? Has anyone told you "The rest of tl)s story?" 

A Michigan couple filing a joint ax return with a taxable income in excess of $56,80d will be in a 
29% marginal tax bracket. If they were fortunate enoutfh to both qualify for deductible/contributions 
to their IRAs, they would save $1160 a year in taxes onja total contribution of $4000 a year. However, 
most retirees will pay back every dollar to Uncle Sarn that they saved in taxes in fie first 18-24 
months of their retirement. In fact, the average retired Couple will pay 8 -12 times ttfe taxes during 
their retirement years than the taxes they saved during their contribution/accumulation vears. 

One of the original IRA/401K tenets held that deferring tax until retirement wasfadvantage;ous 
because funds would likely be taxed at a lower rate. T|at is no longer universal true! You, may well 
spend retirement in the same or higher bracket if you accumulate a respectable, retirefnent nest egg. 
In fact, tax rates will likely rise in the future. So why postpone the inevitable and cottipound the! tax 
problems? . , ij ) 

Is there a way to "Have your cake and eat it too?" through proper planning, a hpmeowner hay 
safely utilize an equity retirement plan that may provide tax advantages during the contribution*and 
accumulation years, but more importantly, you may enjoy tax-free income during;the retirement years 
and transfer any remaining funds to your heirs taxhfree. This strategy can increase your net 
spendable retirement income by as much as 50%! ^ ; 

To understand how to determine if participation in a Roth IRA, traditional IRA or 401K plans is 
wise in your circumstances, Equity Enhancement Specialist, LLC. is conducting an educational 
seminar entitled, "Common Sense Strategies for Successful Equity Management." It will be hekj on 
Wednesday, January 12, 2005 from 7:00-10:00 p.m. at The Sheraton Detroit Novi, located at .2111 
Haggerty Rd., Novij Ml 48375. There is easy access froni I-275 8 Mile exit with plenty of parking!, 

This education seminar is taught nationally at a normal tuition of $100.00. However, Metropolitan 
Detroit homeowners are cordially invited to attend thii presentation at no charge. For guaranteed 
seating, please RSVP at 248-357-0848. i 
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One Weekend - Tw® Shows 

COMPUTER I] ANTIQUE 
.. SHOW 

JANUARY 7-8-9 JANUARY 7-8-9 

TTTTT 

FR) 12-9-SAT 1 0 9 - S U N 10-6 

SAVE UP TO 70% 
ON COMPUTER SOFTWARE, 

HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES 
NEW & USED - BUY! TRADE! SELL! 

FRIDAY IS SET-UP DAY, NOT ALL DEALERS PARTICIPATE 

FR112-9 • SAT 10-9 • SUN 10-6 

ANTIQUES, SELECT 
COLLECTIBLES, 

FINE VINTAGE AND 
NOSTALGIA ITEMS 

Old & Rare Books, 
Victorian Period 

Furniture, Pattern 
Glass, Porcelain,: 

Toys, M&vie Items, 
China, Pottery, 

Primitives, Silver 
& Much More! 

Admission only 
$2.00 per carload! 
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FRIDAY , 
ADMISSION j 

With This Coupon ) 
^ ffilDAY, JAN. 7TH C^LY OE I 
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garden City. 
"I owe my police career to 

Boots Bell - they hiired him 
instead of me," said Milkovich, 
whose on-air name is Joe 
Michaels. "I went into police 
work'which was really my first 
choice. I started doing this in 
June. Andy and I'-were talking. 
| found out he was on the 
'#adiQ. I met with (station 
&wner) George Koch. He put 
'me on the air - I'm still on the 
[air.* 

The appeal of being a disc 
jockey, Milkovich said, is that 
it's fun and he gets to play 
music he grew up listening to 
while growing up in West 
Virginia. 

"It brings back a lot of fond 
memories of growing up. It 
also gets my critics who say I 
can't talk without swearing off 
my back," said Milkovich, 
known for his colorful lan
guage and ever-present cigar. 
"It's the only two hours a week 
I don't swear." 

Located, in a fairly remote 
area, WSDS - the call letters 
stand for We Serve Detroit 
Suburbs - has been a country 
western station since Koch's 
father purchased it in 1968. 

"My father improved the sig
nal in 1985 and now you can 
get us all over - out to Pontiac 
and Howell," said Koch. "It had 
been a 500-watt daytimer sta
tion." 

If pressed, Koch might go on 
the air himself occasionally. 

"I don't have the talent of 
these two, they're great. It's 
been a lot of work training 
them," Koch said. 

Although the radio station 
can use CDs and tapes, during 
his show Spisak was cueing up 
songs on vinyl, including one of 
his own recordings. 

The disc jockeys have a cheat 
sheet they work from on their 
music selections and take 
requests, but it's pretty much 
up to them what they want to 
play within the classic country 
genre. 

"We still pretty much pick 
what we want to play. We don't 
play anything too modern. We 
will play some Toby Keith and 
George Strait," said Milkovich, 
whose favorites include Faron 
Young, Webb Pierce and Hank 
Williams. "You can't say coun
try music without Hank 
Williams ... and Andy Barron." 

The problem with a lot of 
newer country music, 
Milkovich said, is that the cuts 
getting a lot of radio airplay 
aren't classic country style. 

"Some of those artists have 
good old feel country songs on 
their albums, but that's not 
what gets played on the radio," 
he said. 

Like Spisak, Milkovich works 
another job. You can find him 
working a court officer in 
Westland several days a week. 

"Til do this (being a disc 
jockey) as long as it's fun. 
When it quits being fun, I'm 
gone," he said. 

Spisak agreed. 
"That's one of the joys of 

being old enough," he said. 

-AM - "Where Country and 
Western Collide" - is at 1480 AM, but 
also can be heard via the Internet at 
www.wsdsl480.com. 
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that the salary increases, when 
averaged out, amount to little 
more than 1 percent a year for 
recent years - an amount that 
he called "far from being 
extravagant." 

The latest pay plan for 
department heads contains 
new language that will reduce 
health care benefits for any 
new hires. The rule won'rapply 
to current directors. 
f Administration officials have 
iaid the automatic pay increase 
clause went into effect years 
ago to ensure that department 
heads don't fall behind the 
salaries of their subordinates. 

In another development, 
Councilwoman Cheryl 
Graunstadt proposed Monday 
that longevity pay be eliminat
ed for department heads who 
are hired in the future. The 
annual payout is $100 for 
every year worked for the city. 

"We're here to watch the 
money," Graunstadt said. "We-

know the situation in terms of 
funding." 

However, Cicirelli said dur- . 
ing another portion of the 
meeting that a new audit 
showed the city with $1.2 mil
lion in its general fund as of 
last June - much higher than 
the $200,000 that had been 
projected. 

The improved financial pic
ture came amid spending cuts 
and efforts to leave some jobs 
unfilled, the mayor said. 

Graunstadt and LeBlanc 
supported eliminating the 
longevity pay for future hires, 
but their colleagues refused to 
go along with the proposal. 

Meanwhile, salaries for 
Cicirelli, council members and 
City Clerk Eileen DeHart are 
expected to be discussed early 
in the year by the Local 
Officers Compensation 
Commission, which recom
mends any salary changes for 
elected officials. It isn't known 
what, if any, pay raises will be 
proposed for elected officials. 
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Class aims 
at stage 
hopefuls 

•Have you ever wondered 
how actors learn the skills that 
enable them to be successful 
on stage? 

The Plymouth Community 
Arts Council and the Plymouth 
Uptown Players Theater Group 
is offering teen drama for 
aspiring actors ages 12-18, and 
PUPs in Training for those 
ages 5-11. 

Auditions, blocking scenes 
and character development 
through games, improvisation 
and short skits will help young 
actors start or continue on 
their way to being in the the
ater. 

Classes meet on Wednesday 
evenings beginning Jan. 26, 
and run for eight weeks.The 
cost is $80 for PCAC members 
and $90 for nonmembers. 

For more information or to 
register for class, cal l the PCAC Actors in the Plymouth Uptown Players after an exercise teaching them to project their voices and work on their tim-
at (734) 416-4278. ing. i 

Lester F. Allen, Sr., 81, died Jan. 2, 
2005. 

B 
Winifred (Winkie) Bassett, 84, of 
Birmingham, died Dec. 22. 
Margaret E. Belles, 76, of Redford, 
died Jan. 1. 

Mildred M. Bright, 80, of Rochester 
Hills, died Dec. 20. 

C 
Charles F. "Chuck" Comeait, 65, of 
Bloomfield Hills, died Dec. 23. 
Vera Lee Cornell, 88, of Auburn Hiils, 
died Dec. 25. 

D 
Gunter G. Daehnert, 63, of Roya! Oak, 
died Dec. 15. 
Charles Edward Dwyer, 78, died Dec. 
17. 

E 
Harry F. Evans, of Westland, died Dec. 
21. 
Johnie W. "Jack" Eaves, 91, of 
Clarkston, died Dec. 28. 

F 
John A. Fogliatti, 64, of Highland, 
died Dec. 28. 
Eleanor M. Fox, 81, died Dec. 29. 
Rev. Verle E. Fridley Sr., 83, of 
Anderson, lnd„ died Dec, 29. 

G 
Nancy A. Gaffney, 79, of Orion 
Township, formerly of Waterford, 
died Dec. 17. 
Orpha "Bea" Gorsline, 84, of 
Goodison, died Dec. 15. 
Opal M. Grooms, 92, of Rochester 
Hills, formerly of Birmingham and 
Venice, Fla., died Dec. 22. 

H 
William A. Hofsess, 77, of Farmington, 
died Jan. 1. 
Elizabeth M. Hooker, 84, of 
Rochester Hills, died Dec. 8. -
Helen Christine Hornback, 58, of 
Harrietta, died Jan. 1. 
V. Berneice Horner, 91. of Auburn 
Hills, died Dec. 18. '• 
Virgil M. Howe, 87, of Rochester Hills, 
died Dec. 25. 

•'• A 
Greta Jensen, 95, of Redford, died 
Dec.23. •„ 
Hefen I. Johanson, 80f of Imlay City, 

' ^ s e s i S B i i ^ 

Forthe Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's Sports section 
in Passages on page C7. 

Oavid J. Trainor, 67, died Dec. 24. 
W ' 

Dennis J. Wittfcop. ix of Westland, 
formerly of DundeeL died Jan. 2., 
Winnifred I. Wolfe, 85, of Plymouth, 
died Dec. 30. ' 
Mary Jane (nee Gerbig) Wolford-
Hughes, 84, died D?c. 20. 
Elizabeth Ann Wyn'̂ k, 72, of 
Clarkston, died Jan. 2. 

died Dec. 18. 
Keith A. Jones, 21, of Redford, died 
Dec. 2004. 

K 
Michael A. Koszyk, of Westland, died 
Dec. 30. 
J. Richard Kropf, 94, of Oceanside, 
Calif., formerly of Plymouth, died 
Dec. 8. 
Victor A. Kurpinski, of Westland, died 
Dec. 31. 

L 
Mark A. LaRue, 52, of Rochester 
Hiils, died Dec. 10. 
Miiton Laviolette, 73, formerly of Ann 
Arbor and Livonia, died Dec. 3. 
Josephine Leavenworth, 88, of 
Westland, died Dec. 24. 
Louise^. Lukomski, 87, of Plymouth, 
died Dec. 26. 

M 
Audrey M. Miller, 78, of Warren, died 
Dec. 18. 
Mark Allen Miller, 34, of Peoria, Ariz., 
formerly of Livonia, died Dec. 22. 
Helen D. (nee Kern) Morris, of 
Beverly Hills, died Dec. 27. 
Bohdan Robert Moskalczyn, of 
Westland, died Dec. 28. 

P 
Ivan 1. Plunkett, 83, of West Branch, 
died Dec. 25. 

R 
Stephen P. Rohner, 44, of Rochester 
Hills, died Dec. 15. ' 

S 
Beatrice C. Strang, 88, of Lake Orion, 
died Dec. 8., 

Entropy. That's the state into which 
everything falis when left on its own: a 
state of disorder, disrepair and disarray. 
It can happen anywhere - your desk, 
your finances, your ftiind, your closet, 
your kitchen sink. ' 

1 know when I lea^e my dishes on 
their own, 1 end up with a sink full of 
entropy. j 

Fighting entropy {starts with getting 
organized, and Jamiary is National "Get 
Organized" Month, the perfect time to 
straighten things up for the coming 
year. The library can help. 

If yourliouse is a disaster zone, you 
have a range of options. Try turning to 
Dan Asietfs Not fir Packrats Only, 
Clutter Free! or Martha Stewart's Good 
Things for Organizing for suggestions 
on getting your stiff in order. Stephanie 
Schur reveals the "secrets of a profes
sional organizer" in her video, How to 
Organize Your Home. 

Once you've gotj your home under 
control, branch out and organize the 
rest of your world.!Bill Adler Jr. covers 
all kinds of flotsarrj and jetsam in 
Outwitting Cft/tfer,Jand Liz Davenport 
gives you a six-step process for creat
ing Order from Chaos. 

Donna Smallin'makes it easy with The 
One-Minute Organizer, and Marilyn 
Byfield Paul, recognizing that It's Hard 
to Make a Difference When You Can't 
Find Your Keys, outlines her "path to 
becoming truly organized." 

Maybe you need to get your finances 
in order? <} 

David and TomJGardner of The Motley 
Foo! offer their Personal Finance 
Workbook, which/they describe as a 
"foolproof way tp organize your cash." 
Or you may appreciate the wisdom of 
experience. The l)fall Street Journal, 
Ernst S Voung amd Charles Schwab all 

publish guides to personal finance. 
If you get really ambitious, how 

about exploring some new ways of look
ing at order and organization? 

Dr. Edward Burger has released a DVD 
of his lectures on the orderly science of 
mathematics called The Joy of Thinking: 
the Beauty and Power of Classical 
Mathematical Ideas. 

And of course, the library itself is 
founded on principles of organization. < 
Try Matthew Battles' wonderful Library:. 
An Unquiet History for an introduction. 
Call the library at (734) 326-6123. 

Teen Advisory Board: Meets at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan.11. 

Help out at the Library by doing cool 
stuff like choosing books, planning pro-; 
grams, doing displays and selecting ; 
prizes for the Young Adult Department. 
Come join the Teen Advisory Board and. 
make the library an awesome place for' 
teen. Refreshments will be served, Call 
Rori at (734) 326-6123 to sign up. 
The William P. Faust Public Library is 
at 6123 Central City Parkway, Westland.. 
For more information, call (734) 326-
6123. 

Westland's Recycling Center, locat
ed behind the Economic Growth 
Center at 37095 Marquette, is open 
all year for Westland residents only. 
Hours of operation through March 

31 are 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. 
The center is closed on Sunday and 
holidays year round. 

The center accepts: 
• Clean newsprint stacked neatly, 

6-15 inches high, tied with twine, or 
packed into paper bags. Papers must 
be must be dry, no mold. NO junk 
mail, catalogs, magazines or phone 
books, office paper, computer paper 
or cardboard accepted. 

• Plastics (#1 or #2) drink jugs and 
colored laundry detergent-type jugs 
(HDPE No. 2 and PET No. 1) that are 
cleaned and washed out. No lids, no 
plastic bags, no caustic material 
(such as drain cleaner) containers 
and no oil or antifreeze containers 
are accepted. 

• Cans - aluminum (WON'T stick to 
a magnet) cans only - no scrap 
metal, out-of-state beverage cans 
with no Michigan deposit. 

We take the work out o| f inding a new job. 

All Observer & Eccentric Nevyspapers 
Classified ads are on trie internet. 
'Just log on to www.hometownjife.com. 
Anytime, day or n ight . ' ; \ 

There, you'lJ-find the latest job Costings 
across a variety of professions, w i th just a 
few clicks, you can connect to alworid of 
opportunities. 

Ch i ld t o s tar t s t ock ing 
so b r ing in you r k ids ' 

S u m m e r c lo thes . W e pay 

Greater Detroit Sewmmr Network 
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owner had wild ride 

Molly Mackler, 12, of Uvonia auditions for a part in Paper Bag Productions' show 'Alice in Wonderland/ Director CJ. 
Nodus (left) listens as she reads her lines. 

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 
STAFF WRITER 

Boys and girls shuffled into Livonia Mall 
Tuesday in hopes of nabbing a lead role in the 
upcoming Livonia Youtheatre and Paperbag 
Production's version of Alice in Wonderland. 

Auditions were held at the performance 
space based inside the mall at Seven Mile and 
Middlebelt roads. Competition was scarce at 
the start, around 4 p.m., but quickly began to 
pick up. 

Several students from Tyler Elementary. 
School showed up to sing and to read lines. 
Among them were Barbara Scupholm, who, is 
8, and her sister Elizabeth, age 5 1/2. Barbara 
was a newcomer to the tryouts and her prepa
ration was simple. "Just do your best," she 
said. 

Her sister Elizabeth said she "did do a little 
play at my class, but we didn't say much." 

She's hoping for more lines and a place in 
the Alice cast this time though. Elizabeth is 
hardly shy on stage. 

"I liked it because all the people were watch
ing me and they were taking pictures," she 
said. 

Meghan Knorp, 6, said she too loves that 
attention. Meghan was recently cast in the last 
production, Babes in Toyland, along with her 
sister 8-year-old Alex Knorp. 

They agreed that auditions are "not very 
scary" and the shows are all about one thing -
having fun. 

"It's not serious," Meghan said. "You just 
want to have fun." 

She admitted being cast in a play like those 
at Livonia Youtheater does take some work. 

"It takes a lot of rehearsals. You have to look 
at the script a few times and think you can do 
it" 

For brother-and-sister team Andrew and 

Eight-year-old Alex Knorp of Livonia gives a sincere iook 
while auditioning for the upcoming 'Alice in Wonderland' 
show. 

Madelyn Buckshaw, auditions have become 
quite comfortable. 

Madelyn, 8, brings along her American 
Girl doll for luck. 

And Andrew has been in so many shows at 
the theater he sounds likely to be cast again -
after his ear-catching audition. 

Parents of the would-be actors spoke highly 
of the theater, calling it a good opportunity for 
local youngsters. 

"It's really good for their self-confidence," 
said Lois Scupholm of Livonia. 

And Chris Knorp said this is the second per
formance for both of her girls. 

"They absolutely love coming here," she 
said. 

"They feel great about themselves^ It's been 
a good experience." 

For more information about Livonia 
Youtheatre or Paperbag Productions, call 
(586) 344-7774. 

sca50laH5oe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2054 

BY KEVIN BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Motorcycle-builder extraordi
naire Eric Gorges and his 
Voodoo Choppers crew are 
back and busy in Rochester 
after an autumn road trip 
filmed for the cable TV 
Discovery Channel series Biker 
Build-Off. 

Because the episode doesn't 
air until February, Gorges, 33, 
can't say who won. The 
Discovery Channel also won't 
allow photos to be taken of the 
motorcycle he and his crew 
built for the show. 

But even if Gorges didn't 
win, he had a wild ride. 

The shop owner, who's also 
featured in the December 
2004 issue of Midwest 
Motorcyclist, ate barbecue in a 
back alley Memphis, Tenn. bar, 
and judged a bikini contest 
with opponent Cory Ness, a 
veteran chopper builder from 
Dublin, Calif. 

At the end of the trip Oct. 5 
in Alabama, "We had like 
200,000 people" Gorges said. 

"There were so many people 
that we had police escorts. We 
were treated like rock stars. I 
never signed so many auto
graphs before." 

Gorges and Voodoo 
Choppers were discovered by 
series producer Hugh King at a 
motorcycle show in North 
Carolina. The Discovery 
Channel show is in its fourth 
season. 

"He had seen some of the 
work we did for other 
builders," Gorges said. "He 
asked if I wanted to do a show. 
He thought it was really 
unique, the fact that we make 
everything ourselves." 

"We hand-make probably 90 
percent of everything in house; 
the front ends, frames, oil 
tanks, exhaust systems, con
trols - there isn't anything 
somebody asked me to make 
that I haven't been able to," 
Gorges said. 

In keeping with the show's 
premise, Gorges and his crew 
had only 90 hours to build a 
chopper from scratch, before 
they were off on the road trip. 

His core building team 
included Steve Broyles of 
Stevenson Cycle of Wayne, 
bringing his engine skills; 
Kevin Verkest, a Harrison 

^ i j i s r - o ' 

Eric Gorges works on a cycle at his Rochester business, Voodoo Choppers. 
He'll be featured on the Feb. 22 broadcast of the Discovery Channel show, 
'Biker Build-Off.' 

Township fabricator; and Drew 
Gilbey of Rochester Hills. 

"Normally bikes take eight to 
12 months to build. You're try
ing to do this with cameras 
around you all the time; we 
worked around the clock. I 
think the biggest thing I took 
out of the whole experience was 
the amount of work you can do 
if you really concentrate," 

Gorges said he was eager for 
the road trip. "When you own a 
small business you don't get a 
chance to do a lot of long-dis
tance riding." 

The trek began Sept. 29 in 
Huntsville, Ala. The riders 
traveled 220 miles west to 
Memphis. 

"It's really cool but its sort of 
difficult to concentrate on rid
ing when they've got this cam
era floating around next to you, 
and cameras on wands in front 
of you. It's surreal" Gorges said. 

"You can't really ride at their 
speed. Sometimes they want 
you to go slow so they can get 
different shots. Some helicop
ter shots are really cool." 

The next leg took the riders 
280 miles northwest through 
the Ozark Mountains to 
Branson, Mo. "It was great 

weather, awesome roads, really 
nice people," Gorges said. "We 
had a great trip; absolutely no 
problems with the bikes." 

The last leg of the trip took 
them 120 miles south to 
Fayetteville, Ark., where the 
public voted on the bikes at 
The 5th Annual Bikes, Blues 
and BBQ. Motorcycle Rally & 
Music Festival Oct. 2 

"We spent the last day riding 
a lot of twisty roads and • 
stopped at a place called 
Eureka Springs. Cory and I 
opened up a bar there." 

The two were given swords 
to cut a ribbon for a grand 
opening ceremony. Gorges said 
he also enjoyed the fact that 
Arkansas has no helmet law. 

The motorcycle builders 
from Michigan were not paid 
for the show, but some meals 
were complimentary. "It's just 
an honor to do the show," 
Gorges said. Of his opponent, 
"I have a lot of respect for Cory 
and his family," Gorges said. 

For more information about Voodoo 
Choppers, visit www.voodoochop-
pers.com. For more information about 
the show Biker Build-Off, visit 
www.discovery.com. 

% 
ON ITEMS UNDER $50 
OR ON ANY0ITEMS 

In-Stock hems - Some Exclusions - Ends 1/15/05 

" T i i i r. .. . 7 r "-i , o T c . J - c u 394V W 12 Mile Berkley 243 543-311'.:, 

The pol l ,Hospi ta l & Toy So id ier -Shop Mnrl W a t J i F r i & Sa i'o-s.30 m i 10*30 

Was NOW 
'299 $199 

Full $399 $299 

699 $469 

Was NOW 
Twin '399 $299 
Full '499 $369 

King '799 $569 

Twin '599 $399 
Full '799 $569 

King s1099 $799 

3&H Complete Waterbeds 

Stanmgaz. ^Jfif{j 

Any Waterberi Sheet Set or Futon Cover 
I 
I 

I With this coupon -Expires 1-31-05 , 

In-store price...>549 lnc*J*j« fSSiSSS^SSZt 8 ••» ' t ™ « pr 
&t/\ -(a^ss.* futon premium mattress , 

hinyni *^««tl§) N o w * 
! s u w . . . - ^ ^ .Dfgmrs additional i w w . . . 

29210 Ford Road • Just E. of Middlebelt • Garden City 
Open 7 Days for Your Convenience: Mon.-Sat. 10-8; Sun.12-5 

> : * » . $& ^y * .* ,H I 

tloii't Compromise 
...Giistoliiizer 

sP-e*1 . . - OK M l ' ) 

Flow you can have wall 
systems, entertainment • 
centers, or bookcases custom 
built jus t for you by master 
craftsmen using your 
measurements and the finest 
oak and cherry (no particle 
board). Best of all, we will do 
this at about the s a m e price as 
production made systems. * 
See over 4 0 entertainment *: 

centers and wall 
systems on display. ~ 
All units can be sized 
to fit any wall, any TV, 
any sound system. 

T h e r e ' s nothing better than 
being "front row center" in your own 

home theater. Our Cinema Collection 
is ideal for TV and movie viewing with 
generous proportions, plush cushions 

and a look that 's just what the script 
called for. Choose fabric or leather 

with manual or power reclining units. 

Store 
Hours: 

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9-9 
Tues., Wed., Sat. 9-6 

(4 Blocks N. of. Michigan Ave.) 

http://www.hoinetownilfe.com
http://sca50laH5oe.homecomm.net
http://www.voodoochop-
http://pers.com
http://www.discovery.com
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OUR VIEWS 

Police Web site is 
a good crime tool 

What Fox did for John Walsh and his America's Most 
Wanted is what the Westland Police Department hopes 
the Internet will do for its local version. 

The police department has created a link on the city's 
Web site to show surveillance photos of suspects involved 
in local crimes in hopes of getting tips from the public to 
help investigators solve crimes. 

People surfing the Internet, be they local residents or 
someone in Katmandu, will be able to access the list. 

The suspects lack the notoriety of those featured on the 
FBI's Most Wanted list that 

Everyone from the federal 
government on down to the 
folks at city hall have 
turned to the Internet to 

word out or to 
make filling out forms, 
accessing services easier 
for residents, so it's only 

that it has now 
become a tool for law 
enforcement. 

hang on post office walls or 
those Walsh featured on his 
show over the years - a mart, 
involved in two bank rob
beries, a purse snatcher and 
a shoplifter - but a crime is 
a crime, and every little bit 
of i n fo rma t ion can he lp 
close these cases. 

get the WOrd OUt Or tO The Internet got its start 
in the 1960s and 40 years 
later, people have become 
comfortable with using it. 
Everyone from the federal 
government on down to the 
folks at city hall have turned 

i * i ii i -i L t o t n e In ternet to get the 
lOgiCal that It haS nOW word out or to make filling 

out forms, accessing servic
es easier for residents, so it's 
only logical that it has now 
b e c o m e a tool for law 
enforcement. 

T h e Web s i te may not 
have the glitz and glamour 
of a television show, but as 

we see it, it's a win-win situation for the police depart
ment. There are millions of Web sites offering informa
tion and products, so why not devote one to getting the 
bad guys? 

We congratulate the police department for its innova
tion, and encourage residents to log on to the Web site -
www.ci.westland.mi.us/services/police.html - and click 
on Westland's Most Wanted to see if they might have a tip 
for police. 

Who knows, t ha t l i t t le b i t of information may be 
enough to solve a crime and even land the tipster a nice 
reward. 

Auto show still 
critical to region 

'Xiater this month, the eyes of the world — or at least the 
aiifb world — will be firmly focused on Detroit as the 
MotofXity plays host to the 2005 North American 
International Auto Show. 

,From the early days of Henry Ford through the 1970s, 
thfye was no disputing that Detroit was the auto capital 
ofjjie world. Everyone who was anyone in the business 
wagr here, making the region an economic force. 

TjKe Detroit area, while it didn't have the Golden Gate 
Bridge or New York's Statue of Liberty, had something 
else: It was truly the place that put the world on wheels. 

And while there is no denying Detroit's continuing 
impor tance to the au tomobi l e industry , much has 
changed since the 1980s to a point where-the auto show 
itself is in danger of being marginalized. 

.£ global economy has seen the emergence of automak-
ers-with headquarters in Korea, Japan and other bur
geoning countries. There are reports that India is posi
tioning itself to become the next motor capital. And last 
wte*ek, it was announced a new car company based in 
GJSiha is readying to crash our shores with new and inno-
vi$3ve cars. 

î Ehere has been a lot of talk about how Michigan's econ
omy is too dependent on the auto sector, "and we need to 
diversify our economic base. That may be true, but we 
also should not turn our backs on the industry that has 
stppported our region for nearly 100 years. 
^;S0 enjoy the auto show. Revel in the new makes and 
rnpdels. Support local charities by attending the black-tie 
preview gala,. " . ' - ; • . 

;And, if the time is right, take the plunge and order that 
new car or truck. It's what keeps Michigan's economic 
engine running. 
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to the business success of our customers. 

Taxes not whole issue 
Your Dec. 30 editorial "To improve 

economy, lower business taxes" is well-
intentioned, but falls into the same trap 
most tax policies have in recent years. 

You assume there is a level that 
Michigan can reduce its business tax that 
would make our manufacturers competi
tive with their counterparts in other 
countries. The reality is that business 
taxes could be reduced to zero and 
Michigan corporations still would not be 
able to compete with companies overseas 
that can get away with paying their 
workers 55 cents an hour. 

Lowering business taxes represents 
only one approach to addressing the 
problem of competing in a global econo
my. Instead, we should be looking at how 
we can preserve our industrial base and 
create more such good-paying and high-
tech jobs. 

In the past, political leaders were willing 
to make an investment in America's future. 
They spent the tax money necessary to 
upgrade the education of a whole genera
tion through the G.I. Bill and to build a 
national highway system to transport 
materials, people and finished products. 

This investment of tax dollars laid the 
basis for the boom that took place after 
World War II. 

We don't have the privilege of being 
the major economic power in the world 
as we were back then, but investment by 
government is still needed to make 
Michigan and America economically suc
cessful. Businesses cannot — and will not 
— take on the task of building the coun
try's infrastructure. 

We need to get over the notion, pre
vailing in recent years, that taxes are only 
a drain on the economy. Public spending 
can be an asset. Ours is a mixed economy 
and government investment is essential 
toour country's prosperity. 

Where would business be if govern
ment hadn't been there to educate their 
workforce, build and maintain public 
thoroughfares, invent the Internet, fund 
research and development that creates 
new products and processes, guarantee 
the integrity of stock and bond markets, 
assure the safety of the products we buy 
and, hopefully, someday provide the sin
gle-payer health care system that will 
lower costs for everybody? 

Have we really improved our economy 
if we lower taxes and public services, as 
well as wages and worker benefits, to the \ 
level of a Third World country? The goal 
should not be to compete oyer how low 
we can go, but how high we can reach: 

Sam Stark 
Southfield 

America must do more 
I recently became very enthused when 

I read that $2 billion has been pledged to 
help the victims of the devastating tsuna
mi; In the midst of so much pain and 
suffering, a person can only be hoping; 
and praying for every life that was affect
ed by this terrible tragedy. i 

Although in matters of life and death, 
monetary issues barely affect a conscious 
mind, it is yery evident that modern soci-

LETTERS 
eties must rely on financial courtesies to 
pull out of such tragedies. To me this is a 
tragedy in itself. 

I used the term "financial courtesies," 
because of the simple reason that a great 
majority (not all) of the money donated is 
purely political. For example, Japan has 
donated more money ($500 million) then 
the richest country in the world (U.S. 
$350 million). If we were being humane, . 
we would do our duty to humanity and 
help out, over and above all other nations, 
because we are America. 

Events like the tsunami take precedent 
over all economic, political or friendly ties 
between nations, for pfeople who live with
in in these nations are not our enemies, 
they are simply citizens, who occasionally 
live under evil regimes, but they are still 
good humans, who simply want to live. 

Therefore, it is our duty — not our 
privilqge, our duty — to make sure that 
the people affected by the tsunami have 
every chance possible to live. 

As an extremely patriotic American, 
who does not take for granted what his 
nation has provided for him, I believe we 
must step up and put all political motives 
behind us. 

For the sake of humanity, the true uni
versal link among all peoples, America 
needs to take a more responsible role in 
this tragedy, thus illustrating the respect 
it has to the Asian community affected, 
its people, itself, and most importantly, 
all of humanity. 

Brad L. Dizik 
Farmington Hills 

Red Cross explanation 
A recent New York Times article had ' 

information about an unauthorized 
release of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross' report on detainees in 
Guantanomo Bay. It gave details alleging 
violations of the Geneva Conventions. 

In response to this article, I would like 
to take this opportunity to explain the 
role of the Red Cross internationally. 

The international Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement has two operating 
functions embracing seven fundamental 
principles: humanity, impartiality, neu
trality, independence, voluntary service, 
unity and universality. 

The movement's two independent 
organizations, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the 
International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, operate and 
are funded independently. 

Based in Geneva,, Switzerland, the 
exclusive humanitarian mission of the 
International Committee is to protect the 
lives and dignity of victims of war and 
internal violence fr<>m all nations and to 
provide them with assistance. It bases its 
work on the Geneva Conventions. 

No other member of the Red Cross 
Movement, including the American Red 
Cross, has this unique and challenging role. 

The Geneva Conventions, which apply 
to all armed conflicts, require that all 
detkinees and prisoners of war (POWs) 
be visited by the independent 
International Committee to help assure 
the world that their treatment is 
humane. They visit detainees of every 

nationality, including American service 
members. 

For example, the International 
Committee visited the three American 
servicemen held in a Serbian prison dur
ing the Kosovo conflict and arranged for 
them to send messages to their families 
back home. 

During the Gulf War, the International 
Committee met with 55 U.S. POWs as 
well as POWs from the UK, France, 
Germany, and Italy. Its reports are pro
vided to the holding government only, on 
a confidential basis. 

The International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, which includes 
the American Red Cross and societies in 149 
other countries, promotes humanitarian 
principles and values, provides disaster 
response and disaster preparedness educa
tion, and meets specific health and safety 
concerns in the community. 

Members of this organization are 
known for their response to large scale 
natural and man-made disasters caused 
by hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, ter
rorist attacks and more. 

Here at home, the Southeastern 
Michigan Chapter of the American Red 
Cross provided disaster relief in times of 
crisis at an average of four home fires 
every day and helps people prevent, pre
pare for and respond to emergencies in 
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties. 

One of our most active services is sup
porting U.S. troops and their families by 
providing emergency messages to U.S. 
armed forces based overseas from family 
members here in southeast Michigan 
and other support services. 

We operate an office at Selfridge Air 
National Guard base in addition to our 
headquarters in Detroit, where our mili
tary programs experienced a 16 percent 
increase within the past year. 

We greatly appreciate die generosity of 
the entire southeast Michigan community. 
Your financial contributions to the 
American Red Cross and the 
Southeastern Michigan Chapter play a 
significant role in helping our country and. 
our community remain safe and prepared. 

To learn more about your American 
Red Cross, visit www.semredcross.org or 
call (313) 833-4440. 

James J . Laverty; 
American Red Cross: 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor Please ' 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Westland Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734) 591*7279 

E-mail: 
smason@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

" I think that Michigan is still feeling the effects of a slow economy. We do have more individuals seeking assistance 

from the food assistance program to feed their families and meet their needs." 
- Maureen Sorbet, spokeswoman for the Michigan Family independence Agency, speaking about the number of Wayne 

County households seeking food assistance in state fiscal year 2 0 0 4 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife
http://www.ci.westland.mi.us/services/police.html
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Phil 

Power 

1 1 appy New Year, everybody. Just in case you thought 
| H | dishonesty in life is something new, consider'that 
* ' more than 2,000 years ago, the ancient Greek 
philosopher Diogenes was said to have spent much time 
wandering around Athens in broad daylight, carrying a 
lantern and searching in vain for an honest man. 

Yet if Diogenes were alive and in Lansing with his 
lantern today, he would need lots of extra batteries. 
There don't seem to be many honest folks these 
days in our state capital. The politicians are not 
being honest about our finances — or maybe they're 
all just scared of blurting out the truth, which is 
that the emperor is getting more naked by the day. 

Consider: Michigan has experi
enced $1 billion or more budget 
shortfalls in each of the past three 
fiscal years. This year's budget 
already looks out of whack by some
thing like $400 million, and best 
estimates are that next year's spend
ing plan (which begins Oct. 1) will be 
another $1 billion-plus in the red. 

How come? What to do? 
Diogenes, shine that lantern! 

Most legislators proclaim in public 
that we have to cut state spending ~ 
without ever saying what exactly they 
would cut, since that would inevitably 

get someone mad. Various special, interest groups — 
teachers, prison guards, city managers, you name 'em — 
say we've got to cut spending, sure, but certainly not by 
slashing their own little patch of happiness. 

The Michigan Chamber of Commerce says weVe 
got to cut taxes even more than we have to improve 
the business climate. Naturally, business leaders never 
address the problem of how to make up for the lost 
revenue, or what will happen when the money that 
buys essential state services disappears. 

On and on it goes. Fingers are being pointed left, 
right and center, in an endless circle. Diogenes would 
have despaired... unless he was fortunate enough to 
come across Tom Clay, director of state affairs for the 
Citizens Research Council of Michigan. 

CRC is a nonprofit research outfit that is widely recog
nized as both non-partisan and enormously expert Clay 
is a quiet, unassuming type who worked on state budg
ets under both Republican and Democratic governors 
for decades and probably knows as much as anybody 
about how our state's finances work 

He was the keynote speaker at a forum put on by 
CRC in November. The bottom line: "Under current 
policies of taxation and spending, the Michigan gener
al fund structural (i.e. chronic, built-in) deficit that 
became evident in fiscal year 2000-01 will continue to 
grow into the future, even given a reasonably opti
mistic economic outlook." 

The cause has to do both with the structure of 
state spending and the nature of the state's tax sys
tem. Expenditures on Medicaid (the joint state-fed
eral program to pay for health and long-term care 
for poor residents) and the state's prison system are 

take an 
to budget 

growing rapidly — and uncontrollably. 
Even with zero increase in state spending on all 

the other programs, the built-in cost increases for 
Medicaid and corrections all by themselves will 
cause general fund spending to grow faster than tax 
revenue, even in good economic times. In other 
words, we are doomed to spend more than we take 
in. Hence the chronic "structural" deficit. 

As to taxes, most that support the general fund 
are relatively inelastic, that is they do not grow at 
the same rate as the economy. "In the 1990s it 
became evident that tax revenues did riot keep up 
with increases in personal income, and now that 
personal income is down as a result of the recession 
and loss of manufacturing jobs, tax revenue is down 
even further," Clay said. 

"A structural deficit of this nature is not going 
away without policy changes," he added. "The state 
has been able to continue to support general fund 
programs over the last five fiscal years by using $6.5 
billion in non-recurring resources; The recurring 
revenues simply have not been there and will not be 
adequate in the future without significant changes in 
tax and expenditure policy." 

What Clay is saying in plain English is that the 
state for five years has resorted to a bunch of one
time financial gimmicks to stave off Armageddon — 
using up rainy day funds, increasing fees, changing 
dates of tax collections and other accounting trick
ery. The $6.5 billion stash that was in the piggy 
bank has now been all used up. 

And folks — whether Lansing types or ordinary 
citizens — are going to have to confront an emerg
ing budget crisis. We have no choice; we are facing 
billions in red.ink. The only way to accomplish this 
is to get serious about cutting spending, by increas
ing taxes or by both. 

That's what the light of Diogenes' lamp reveals, and 
the hope is that a few bright shining hard facts will 
help bring even less-than-honest men to the realiza
tion that things have to change big-time. 

In one positive development, Clay presented this 
material to newly elected state representatives at a 
meeting in Lansing last month. "Frankly, I was 
encouraged at the reaction of the new legislators. 
They're understanding the facts and they're con
cerned — much more now than they were two years 
ago at a similar meeting," he told me. 

Finally, I too have found that some people in Lansing 
are discussing this situation— in private, of course — 
with the seriousness it deserves. But we don't have much 
time to get our house in order. "We're already behind the 
eight-ball with respect to other states," Clay said, "and if 
we don't fix this problem pretty soon the future is going to 
be pretty gloomy" 

As we ought to know by now, there is a terrible 
price to be paid for ignoring a coming tidal wave. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that owns 
this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reactions to this 
column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ppower@homecomm.net. 

Jack 
Lessenberry 

'Spirit of 
is graduate's 
This is bound to be a big year for 

Michigan State University, which last 
week inaugurated its first woman presi

dent, Lou Anna Simon, and which will 
spend all year celebrating its 150th anniver
sary. 

i y of Michigan fans will privately 
i what?" After all, U-M has had a 

woman president for sev
eral years and was found
ed long before. Ann Arbor 
has more money, more 
prestige and, at least tem
porarily, a better football 
team. And like MSU, Ann 
Arbor has its own loyal 
corps of alumni. 

But what they don't 
have is Bloomfield Hills' 
Bruce McCristal, who has 
just written and published 
the best comprehensive 

history of any of the state's universities. The 
Spirit of Michigan State is not only a useful 
reference book, it is an absolutely beautiful 
one: coffee-table sized, lavishly illustrated, 
organized in chronological order, with little 
capsule stories and biographies. 

"This was my retirement project," laughed 
a trim McCristal, who looks considerably 
younger than a man graduated from the 
East Lansing campus half a century ago. 
Actually, he was essentially weaned on the 
campus. His father, King McCristal, arrived 
in East Lansing as a professor of health and 
physical education in 1937 before Bruce 
entered kindergarten. Michigan State 
College, as it was then called, was essentially 
still a small agricultural school. 

But in the years after World War II, it 
rapidly expanded into a mega-university, 
largely due to the shrewd planning of 
President John Hannah, who realized 
hordes of returning World War II veterans 
would want to go to college, and that if he 
built an athletic program, a great university 
might follow. 

Watching MSU expand before his eyes 
was a shaping experience for Bruce 
McCristal, who went on to serve as a pilot in 
the U.S. Air Force and then to have a distin
guished career in public relations, much of 
it at General Motors, where he ended his 
career as director of worldwide employee 
communications. When he left the corpora
tion in 1992, he immersed himself in the 
MSU archives. 

There, he spent "hundreds and hundreds 
of hours." There was a previous history of 
MSU, published by the school for its centen
nial in 1955. It was illustrated mainly with 
small black-and-white photos of men in 

State' 
labor of love 
suits, and was written in a suitably dry fash
ion by a history professor. 

The Spirit of Michigan State is anything 
but that. Similarly illustrated books of its 
size tend to sell for about $75; this one 
retails for $49.95, but they'll reduce that V$ f̂ 
$10 if you order it from the Web site, -»j 
www.spiritofmichiganstate.com. 

When I first saw it, I assumed it had been 
heavily subsidized by MSU and published ^m 
by the campus press. It was neither. The !£"% 
MSU Press had other projects in motion, "so" 
I learned how to become a publisher," 

^McCristal laughed. So he paid to have the ; 
book typeset in Arizona and printed in, of u 
all places, China, and then started selling 
them. He doesn't want to talk about what 
this set him back, but there isn't the slight- 'f 
est chance he will recoup his investment; he ri 
is donating every dollar to MSU. 

U-M may have Arthur Miller among its 
alums, but when it comes to writerly devo
tion, it's hard to imagine that they can top 
MSU's Homer. What was his favorite 
Spartan anecdote? "Hard to say," but one s 
great one is a little secret story of how the 4 

school got to be a football powerhouse. 
During World War II, Hannah badly y 

wanted to get into the Big Ten, but knew 
he'd have to prove State could play with thB;»! 
big boys. So he enlisted then-Michigan Gov. 
Harry Kelly in an effort to persuade Notre .; 
Dame's president to agree to play a regular 
series with the Spartans, "This^was at the *j 
height of World War II, during rationing, 
and Mrs. Kelly pulled three priceless steaks,-ih 
out of the freezer." Meat matters. Notre 
Dame started coming to East Lansing, and ,^ 
State got into the Big Ten. 

• Blanchard for Democratic Party chair- * 
man? Some people scoffed at the news that 
former Gov. Jim Blanchard was interested .-•>> 
in being the next Democratic national chair-'** 
man. But the idea may not be so farfetched- .̂  
Blanchard, now a well-connected :J 

Washington lawyer, is broadly acceptable to ,_, 
all factions. He is energetic, in a good posi- * 
tion to be an honest broker and, perhaps 
most irnportant, is not a candidate for presi
dent. Howard Dean, perhaps the front-run
ner for the chairmanship, clearly wants to 
run again. Insiders say Blanchard would 
love the job, which will be filled in February, 
but won't formally run unless he thinks he 
has a good chance of winning and has solid 
support from the nation's Democratic gover

nors. 

Jack Lessenberry is editorial vice president of 
HomeTown Communications. He can be reached by 

' phone at (248) 901-2561 or by e-mail at 
jlessenberry@homecomm.net. 
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It's about time someone took the downer drudgery out of losing weight. 
And we've done it! With a revolutionary uplifting program that uses a 
simple skill you already have-keeping track of cash- and actually 
putting some fun and some smiles into losing weight! 

This isn't a program you'll get bored with and quit like the other diets 
you may have tried. It's so easy and effective, you'll just naturally want 
to stick with it. And best of all, there are no pills, drugs, supplements, 
meetings or gimmicks. Just you having fun with your Calorie Cash, 
dropping pounds and keeping them dropped with an easy habit you 
look forward to instead of dreading. It's innovative, it's new, it's not 
boring.,.and it works! 

H o w Ca lo r i e C a s h w o r k s . 
Sign up online and you get a Calorie Cash kit with enough "cash" to last 

most people for 90 days. You use it to "buy" the food and drink you eat 
at each meal or snack. Because you're "paying" for it, you quickly learn 
to limit your caloric intake and you start losing weight. It's easy to track 
what you eat when you have to "pay" for it. And research shows that 
when you track your intake, you'll eat less. All you do is count out your 
Calorie Cash for the day and tear off the marked tabs on the cash you use 
for the number of calories when you consume them, 'when you've used 
up the tabs, you're done for the day and you know it. If you don't 
. "spend" it all, you can use the rest at a party later on, or bank it to use 
the next day. 

Your Ca lo r i e C a s h ki t h a s e v e r y t h i n g y o u n e e d . 
The "cash" is in 100, 500 and 1,000 bills to "buy" what you consume 

each day. Helpful dieting tips, motivational messages and recipes are 
printed right on the bills to help you stay on track. You'll get a calorie 
bank to store, unused bills. You'll also get a Calorie Cash wallet to keep 
the cash you'll need for the day. Plus you'll receive our 650-page book 
"The Calorie Counter" to help you figure the calories you'll consume for 
the day. It's packed with over 20,000 food listings and tables to help you 
know what you can eat and drink. 

l e t ' s r e v i e w . 
Sign up for our revolutionary, innovative program and you'll get: 

• 90 day supply of Calorie Cash • 650-page book "The Calorie 
Counter" • Access to online Weight Loss Calculator 

• Calorie Cash bank * Calorie Cash wallet *> Lost pounds. • Fun doing it. 

T h e cost? 
Just $49-95. A very reasonable price for a plan you'll finally actually 

like and stick with, A plan that takes away the drag boredom of typical 
dieting. And adds the fun that's been missing from dieting until now. 
Don't wait to lose weight. Go online to www.caloriecash.com now. Lose __ 
weight...with a smile while doing it. Calorie Cash. What you've been | 
hoping for and never thought you'd ever see! | 

Visit us today! www.caloriecash.coms 

A PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE SERIES 
Detroi t Uni ty Temple: 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Services 

Xi 

Rev. Argentina Glasgow 
Sett lor M i n i s t e r 

the Immediate past Chair of the 
Association of Unity Churches 

Board of Trustees and a member of 
the Leadership Council for the 

Association of Global New Thought 
invites you to join In a series that 

wi l l prepare you for 
a journey with a purpose. 

Required textfs): 
A Ptirppsg PriVS U f r a n d 

A Purpose Driven Life Journal 

By Rick Warren 

Detroit Unity Temple 
17505 Second Ave. 
Detroit, Ml 48203 

(313) 345-4848 

m . L 

JANUARY 2, 2005 
White Stone & 

Twelve Powers Sundays Faith 
What on Earth Am t Here For? 

Introduction to a Special 40-Day Series 
Rev. Argentina Glasgow, Speaker 

JANUARY 10, 2005 (Monday) 
Purpose #11 You Were Planned 

For God's Pleasure 
One T ime Only Special Class 

Monday 12 Noon - 1 p.m. & 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Rev. Argentina Glasgow, Speaker 

JANUARY 16, 2005 
Martin Luther King Sunday 

Purpose #2: You Were Formed 
For God's Family 

Rev. Alfreda Williams, Guest Speaker 

JANUARY 23, 2005 
Purpose #3: You Were Created 

to Become Like Christ 
Rev. Gregory Guice, Guest Speaker 

JANUARY 30, 2005 
Purpose #4i You Were Shaped 

for Serving God 
Rev. Alfreda Williams, Guest Speaker 

FEBRUARY 6, 2005 
T w e l v e P o w e r s Sundayt Love 

P u r p o s e # 5 : You Were Made 
for a Mission 

Rev. Argentina Glasgow, Speaker Ĵ 
liî L^r-

"Is it Alzheimer's? What do I do now?" f 
Have you notice forgetfulness or confusion in a spouse or parent? Are you 
worried that it might be Alzheimer's Disease? What should you do? Yop 
fear losing everything to the nursing home. There is good reason to worry. 
Alzheimer!s is a progressive irreversible disease. Nursing home costs are 
over $65,000 a year and going up. You need to know what to do and you 
need it now. 
Come to my FREE seminar and get the information you need from experts 
in the field. We cover: 

• the Difference Between Dementia, Age-related Memory Loss and 
Alzheimer's Disease 

• the Ten Warning Signs of Alzheimer's 
• the stages an individual will go through with this disease 
• the community and agency services available 
• the legal preparations that must be made before it's too late 
• how to plan to maximize your independence, control and protect your 

assets and your family from nursing home costs. 

Saturday, January 8th, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
Livonia Recreation Center, 15100 Hubbard, corner of Hubbard and 5 Mile 
Guest Speaker Kelley Fulkerson, 
Trainer for the Alzheimer's Association 

Wednesday, January 19th, 7:00 PM - 9 PM 
Saturday, January 22nd, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Southfield Public Library, 26300 Evergreen Rd. 
Guest speaker Jean Barnas, Education and Training Coordinator, 
Alzheimer's Association 

Jim Schuster, Certified Elder Law Attorney 
Chair, ex officio, Elder Law & Advocacy Section State Bar of Michigan 

24330 Lahser, Southfield, MI 48034 (248) 356-3500 
www.JimSchuster.com 

Call 248-356-3500 for reservations now 
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HALLMARK GOLD CROWN 
LIVONIA MALL 

% OFF 
EVERYTHING 

In Store 

CASH OR CREDIT CARDS 
PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED 

No COUPONS 

- FIXTURES FOR SALE ~ 
HOURS: 

THURS.-FRI. IO-8 • SAT. 10-6 • SUN. 11-4 

PERMIT #220414180 0£08285QSS 

.v 4 Feeling discouraged lately? . ^ 
- ' Maxed out all your credit 
\ cards on Christmas gifts? 
t * Wondering when things will 
£ finally get better for you? 
•*- Here is the solution... 

Certas Direct can consolidate all your credit 
cards and loans into one monthly payment. 

. -

\ ' ' 

*•. 
l» 

START FRESH! 
• Collections • Judgments 

• Bankrupt (discharged or undischarged) 
• Credit counseling • Mortgage Loans 

• Personal Loans •Business Loans 
• Debt Consolidation Loans 

Being debt free. It could happen to you. 
Let our Certas Direct certified agents show 

you how with just one call to 

Certas Direct...866-856-7035 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:ppower@homecomm.net
http://www.spiritofmichiganstate.com
mailto:jlessenberry@homecomm.net
http://www.caloriecash.com
http://www.caloriecash.com
http://www.JimSchuster.com
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Southeast Michigan population grows by 1.5 percent 
The seven-county region of 

southeast Michigan closes 
2004 with an estimated popu
lation of 4,907,319, according 
to figures released by SEM-
COG, the Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments. 

This new estimate repre
sents a 1.5 percent increase in 
population (or an average of 
44 persons per day) since the 
2000 census. The population 
growth rate of Southeast 
Michigan is estimated to be 
less than one-third of the 
nation's growth rate. 

The region's fastest growing 
county, in percentage terms, 

Law gives 
grandparents 
visiting rights 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
Tuesday signed into law legisla
tion that clarifies the legal 
rights for grandparents and 
parents. The new legislation is 
intended to address constitu
tional questions raised when 
the Michigan Supreme Court 
struck down the state's grand-
parenting statute in DeRose v. 
DeRose. 

"Our state's prosperity rests 
in the strength of its families," 
said Granholm. "By safeguard
ing the ability of grandparents 
in Michigan to spend time with 
their grandchildren, as well as 
providing the tools to deter
mine the best interests of our 
children, we are helping to 
strengthen Michigan families." 

The new law amends the 
Child Custody Act by establish
ing a grandparent's ability to 
seek a grand parenting time 
order under appropriate cir
cumstances. It also establishes 
guidelines regarding who is eli
gible to request such an order 
and under what conditions, 
while keeping the best interests 
of the child in mind. 

A grandparent can seek 
grandparenting time if: 

• The grandchild's parents 
are divorced, or are in the 
process of divorce, separation 
or annulment. 

• The grandchild's parent is 
deceased and is the son/daugh
ter of the grandparent. 
' • The grandchild's parents 
have never been married, are 
not cohabitating, and the 
father's paternity has been 
established. 

• The child is placed outside 
the home or legal custody of the 
child has been given to some
one other than a parent (unless 
the child was adopted by some
one other that a stepparent). 

• within the year prior to 
, Seeking grandparenting time, 
.the grandparent provided an 
established custodial environ
ment for the grandchild. 

The new law will take imme
diate effect. 

Conservation 
District plans 
annual meeting 

The annual meeting of the 
^Vayne County Conservation 
District will be 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, at 5454 

-Venoy Road, Wayne. 
; The meeting is open to the 
public. 

Conservation Districts 
is a local entity of state 

government that is responsible 
for providing leadership in con
servation and wise use of soil, 
water and related natural 
resources. 

Conservation districts 
were organized to provide 
for the conservation of the 
natural resources of the 
state, 

Jessica Simons, natural 
resources specialist, and Steven 

•\Olds, district conservationist, 
are scheduled to speak. 

'<; Simons is helping with the 
emeral ash borer issue. Olds is 
an expert on recent farm legis
lation. 
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since the 2000 census is 
Livingston County. During that 
time it grew 14.8 percent, from 
a population of 156,951 in 
2000 to a current estimated 
population of 180,233. 

The county gaining the 
greatest number of people is 
Macomb County which added 
37,829 residents since the 
2000 census. 

Population figures from 
1900 show the population of 
Southeast Michigan at 
582,236. 

Among Southeast Michigan 
communities Macomb 
Township grew the most since 

the 2000 census, adding more 
than 19,000 people, and end
ing 2004 with an estimated 
population of 69,509. (Note: 
Macomb Township's popula
tion at the 1990 census was 
22,714). Since the 2000 cen
sus, Macomb Township's popu
lation has increased nearly 38 
percent. Canton Township, 
Brownstown Township and 
Chesterfield Township also 
experienced significant growth 
during this time period, each 
adding 5,000-7,200 residents. 
Other fast-growing communi
ties in Southeast Michigan, in 
terms of percentage increase 

since the 2000 census, include 
Saline Township (Wastenaw 
Count; 55 percent), New 
Haven (MaComb County; 
46 percent); and New 
Baltimore (Macomb County; 
46 percent). 

The number of households 
in Southeast Michigan has 
grown 3.4 percent since the 
2000 census, more than twice 
as fast as the population. 
Households are growing at a 
faster rate than the population 
primarily because of the aging 
population and increasing per
centage of one and two person 
households. 

There were 1,845,218 house
holds counted in the 2000 
census; the region closes 2004 
with an estimated 1,90^,924 
households. Macomb 
Township has added 6,768 
households since the 2000 
census (more than 10 percent 
of the region's total gain in 
households) and now has an 
estimated 23,714 households. 
Canton Township added 3,849 
households and Sterling 
Heights added 2,727 house
holds. 

In southeast Michigan, there 
was an estimated 2.53 persons 
per household as the close of 

2004. Livingston County has 
the highest persons per house
hold at 2.73; Washtenaw 
County, at 2.37, is the lowest. 

"These estimates show that 
the pace of growth for the 
region has slowed in the last 
several years, but in some com
munities it continues to be 
strong," said Paul Tait, execu
tive director of SEMCOG. 

Population and household 
figures for all counties and 
communities in Southeast 
Michigan as updated monthly 
on SEMCOG's Web site -
www.semcog.org. 
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9.99 Knits and polysuede woven shirts 
from Preswick & Moore. Orig. 18.00-40.00. IN MEN'S. 

12.99 Large selection of Parisian Works 
Sweaters. Orig. 30.00. IN LADIES SPORTSWEAR, SELECTION 
VARIES BY STORE. ALSO AVAILABLE IN PETITES'. 

9 9 . 9 9 ENTIRE STOCK of Preswick 
Moore and Excelled leather jackets. 
Orig. 300.00-375.00. 

99.99 Cole Haan "Pinch" collection, extra 50% off Ladies' red-lined 
R e g . 1 4 5 . 0 0 . IN MEN'S SHOES. 
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SAVE EVEN MORE WITH YOUR COUPON 

TAKE AN 
EXTRA 10 OFF 

ANY SINGLE SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM IN 
I JANE SEYMOUR FURNITURE. SCHAEFFER 
' OPTICAL PRODUCTS. SHOES AND LADIES-

SUITS. DRESSES AND OUTERWEAR 

1 .-.T.rdi i .1 .••-• rlhLL.ran. j - r_- . 

clearance apparel. Orig. 10.00-400.00, sale 7.50-
240.00, now 3.75-120.00. IN LADIES1 SPORTSWEAR. 
SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

semiannual 
ladies' apparel 
CLEARANCE 
extra 50% off 
entire stock of 
ladies' red-lined 

clearance 

6 0 % O f f ENTIRE STOCK of long 
and short wool coats, orig. ioo.oo-650.oo, 
sale 40.00-260.00. IN COATS, EXCLUDES ST.JOHM SUED 

MOD AND INCREDIBLE VALUE. 

SAVE EVEN MORE WITH YOUR COUPON 

TAKE AN 
EXTRA 15%OFF ! 

'NY SINGLE SALE OR CLEARANCE ITEM IN WOMEN'S. ' 
v'S'5 OR CHILDREN'S APPAREL. ACCESSORIES OR HOME 

telid Thursday. January 6 thru Sunday January 9 . 
" ', " WJl SS'JVI* 
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ACTOlCPaJ I PARISIAN 4o:r?:-ijo-P 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

OE082SS90 . 

TO ©BDSR ANYTIME, CALL i•800-434*81 S£: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 1QOOAMTO 10 GO PM EST AND SUNDAY 11 OO AM TO 7 00 PM 88TAmerican Express not oexoptse* wtth photwsorctere 
STORE HOURS; The Village of Rochester HH!s (248) 276-6705 atKl Uaufel Park Place {734* 05i3-7SOO open Sun. "12-7, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. 

CHAftae IT:' Parisian Cr«d« Card, MasterCard, Vtea, the American exftresa® Card or Discovssr*. LOCATED AT THS VtLLAOE OF ROCHESTER MILLS, CORNER OP NORTH ADAMS"BOA0 AMD WALTON 
STREETS AMD LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA? CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Peroxidases off n&uter DHC*S or on^n»\ pncaa.. GB ahow«. 

Aotua) savings rosw ««oeed stated percsntssse-off. "Btrjaufac" end 'Origins'" arises resfiscl offering prtctsra wh-eti may no* hava rosutfsi* m oatuat aalsa. Morohaodiae selascearc may vary frs>r« •otus sto'ns 

http://www.hometoivnlife.com
file://�/Olds
http://www.semcog.org
http://ioo.oo-650.oo

