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Sprlng rltual More than
20,000 marshmallows

will be dropped Friday
from a helicopter to the

1 delight of children, who
will scramble to collect

these goodies during the v,
14th Annual Great

I Marshmallow Drop./A8 -
commumrv LIFE |

Somber scene:: People are.
coming from far and near

to Holy Transfiguration

Orthodox Church in Livo- -

nia to be anointed by the
rose-scented oil, said to be

- myrrh, that has been

streaming from an [con of

| the Mother of God./B1 I
AT HOME

Speclal space. Students

| found tmagmatwe places
forrugs in The Ghiordes

Knot-American Society of
Interior Designers Stu-

dent Creative Space Com-

- petition. Their designs

1 were displayed at The

~ Ghiordes Knot showroom .. | |

{1 at.the Mtchzgan Design |-
Center zn ’ﬂroy / D6

ENTERTAINMENT }

| ‘:.‘Theater. Jesszca Grove

Dorothy, is nearing the

~end of the yellow brick

road in “The Wizard of

0z,” now playing at the

Fox Theatre /E1

Music‘:‘Hanging out with
members of the all-female
pop quintét StunGun is
kind of like joining a
gtrls club. /E:l.

REAL ESTATE]
| Plaglng falr. Ever:yone can

get involved with fair

. housmg /F1 ™

| lomtumes A8
WClassified
. RealEstate - - FS
| Crosswbr.d_r S |
dobs .. . Fe
Home & Serwce , -G8
_Automotive 69
®Oplnion - A1218
‘A Calendar . B4
MSports .l
| lReal Eorate . " Fl -
HOW TO REACH US |
| ;! c Newsroom 734-953-2104

Newsroom Fax: 734-591 7279
NIghtHne/Sports 734-953-2104 ‘
] CIassifedAdvemsing 734-591-0900

Dlsplay Advertising: 734-591-2300
Home Dehvery 734-591-0500

53174 10011

~

; : :.f.._‘.-.,__m. . ( oo

To” DAYl

COUNTY NEWS I

WPHTLAND MI(‘HIGAN * GG lQhLS o httl) v

()llh(?l verr occentnc.com

Puttmg you In toﬁ‘ch |
wlth your wodd

o

kg

SEisIy Fige Ty

land

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER :
dclem@oe homecomm net

| ,:'Sleepmg nelghbors when he,_ realized
that fire was racing through’a two—-:

story Westland apartment building.

~ “Bob was terrlﬁc
Beecher said.

thanking me.”
Westland and Gﬂrden Clty flre

BY DARRELL CLEM
© STAFF WRITER
cfclem@oe +homecomm.net’

by water and covered by soot.

. cake and the D\J,” Beecher said.

Robert St.. Onge £hought about }us ‘

St. Onge, 40, rushed to a hallway.
and banged on doors, klckmg one in
.| when no one answered.
nelghbor Davxd .

“I helped get people out,” St. Onge
said Monday afternoon. “’I‘hey re still

fighters battled a blaze that erupted
- about 1:24'a.m. Monday at a River
Bend Apartments bu1ldmg on Merrl-

After fire ravaged their Westland
apartment early Monday, David
- Beecher and fiancee Carolyn Doherty
faced a weary task of sifting through
belongings charred by flames, soaked

- “We had a lot of our wedding con-
tracts in the apartment - contracts
" for the priest, the reception hall, our

AWestland and Garden Clty fireﬁghters bat- .

tled a blaze that erupted about 1:24 a.m. .

' Monday at a River Bend Apartments build-
- ing on Merrlman, south of Warren, in West

‘man south of Warren. Re51dents

 stood. outside and watched many of |

‘their possgepions go up in, flames.

“Fire official satd:they knew of no ..
'serious ifffwries among the estirpated
20 people who fled the 10-unit build- -
-ing. One resldent suffe:-ed minor

injuries.
"~ “It was a mghtmare
résident Lee Caudill said:- He was

rescued from his balcony by a fire

truck ladder.
Patrick Harder, Westland assnstant

- fire chief/fire marshal, said the fire

‘started inside a plastlc planter being:
used as a trash can on a second ﬂoor
balcony. -

Resndents had tw1ce doused the ﬁre

"'l-l.

P )viﬁ.&- .

""‘STA!TPHOTOSBYTOM HAI’LE&

Salvage
wofk: Dave .- .
Beecher (leﬂ)
, brings sal-
vageable _
_items out of
~his River

g Bend Apart:

" ment Mon-
day af¥er-

. noon after a
“fire had -
swept :
through the .
apartment

- building
that he and
“his fiancee

~ Carolyn

"~ Doherty
lived in early
Monday
.morning. He
“had no

. renters
~.insurance.
Helpmg
- Beecher
~ bring items
out is his

" future broth-
er-in-law’
Pat Doherty.

second-story

“Please see FlRE, A4

'Reszdents szft through

: We re hoping that we still have

them,” he said. “All of our stuff is just

wet and in bags and boxes.”
Monday afternoon, Beecher and his
brother-in-law to be, Pat Doherty,

carried load after load of d#maged

belongings from = fire- gutted, second-
story residence inside a River Bend
Apartments building on Merrm\an
south of Warren.

Beecher placed pnctures alongsnde

other possessions that littered a -

grassy coui‘tyard bathed in sunlight.

| Flre damage. Units of Rwer Bend Apartments in Westland were
damaged by fire early Monday mornmg The fire marshal says

the f' ire started on thzs balcony.

damaged belongmgs

~ “I pulled some pictures off of the
refrigerator and put them out in the
sun to dry,” he said. “I'm still looking .

- for my dlscharge papers from the’

Navy

Beecher hoped to salvage a more
than 100-year-old trunk that his
fiancee’s grandmother brought to
America from Poland. He also carried
out wooden-tables and shelves that he.
made himself.

“They’re soaking wet, they have
soot on them and they’re charred,” he‘

~said. “W
some camping gear that didn't seem
to be touched, but exerythmg eISe is
pretty much damaged.”

gone to bed when fire erupted inside
an adjacent residence, eventually
damaging all 10 apartments in the
building. Patrick Harder, Westland
assistant fire chief/fire marshal, said
. flames started on a balcony msnde a
plastic planter used as a trash can.

“We had one coat closet and

Beecher, 30, and Dohext\ 29, had

Please see RESIDENTS A4 -

-0 lﬂ. Bo-d‘m Co--umthum Inc. .

Clty seeks state money for parks 1mprovements

BY DARRELL CLEM -

‘STAFF WRITER

declem@oe. homecomm.net

Three Westland parks w1ll receive
major facelifts if city leaders can con-
vince state officials to help pay for the
projects.

City officials want to spruce up Mer-

- riman, Corrado and Central City parks

¥y

with $146,000 in improvements, -
Officials are secking state grants to

' cover the bulk of costs for basketball

By MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER ‘
mchestneyﬂoe homecomm.nel

~ After showcasing pxece by. piece the, lost few weeks
all the new programs in its 1999-2000 budget, just
one question remeins for Livonia Public Schools. -~ -
But as questions go, it's a big one, becausc the
answer determmes how much money the district will
“have left over in its rainy day fund when the 2000

school year ends.’

Still to be- factored into . the dlstncts $142 mllhon '.
" budget, with its’ eahmatcd $24 4 mllhon rainy day

-

B R

coults picnic she@ in-line hockey
‘rinks, decorative landscaping and other

projects.
State dollars would pay for 75 per-

- cent of costs, but Parks and Recreation
Director Robert Kosowski said the city

may face a several-month wait for a
decision on the grants.

“We'll keep our fingers crossed,” he
recently told Westland City Council

members. “Hopefully the state will

gront us a couple of these.”

I.IVONIA scuom.s f

The proposals appeamn a long-range

plan for Westland parks, and officials

“such’as Councilman Glenn Anderson
_have voiced strong support for boosting
‘recreation services by focusmg on
neighborhood parks.

Merriman Park, a one- acre park at

Merriman and Alcona in the city’s Nor- -

wayne subdivision, would receive a
fuli-size basketball court, a parking

area and a picnic spot with a shelter, .
two grills and four tables.

v

- e¢s of the district.

. director of personnel

— ,;.'.’;: Y T

fund at the end of the school year ln 2000, are the
pay raises yet to be negotmted W1th all 2, 100 employ-

Six employee contracts expire June 30 1999, The
seventh the 1,166-member teachers':union, the livo-
niA ‘Education Assocnatlon -expires Aug. 15, 1999,

‘ So far, only one meeting with one union, the teach-
ers’ union, has taken place, said Fdward Navov,

2000.

Estimated cost: $34,000.
“There’s nothing out there right now

‘except a backstop for baseball,”

Kosowski said.
Officials hope to draw more families
to Merriman. Park if the\ are ablo to

“make the improvemenys. ‘
“The number of .people served will-
dramatically increase with the pro-.

posed plan;”™ accordmg to a report from- -~

Kosowski.

o Please see PARKS, A2

Pay réuses to deternime ralny day fund size

- Rem’ Comment Line: 734-983.2042| | All pay increases bm-game(l with the seven unions
' are sure to eat away at the $24.4 million the district

projects-it- will have left in its bank account in June -

Right now, times are ﬁlmncmllv good for Liv onia
schools, Randy Liepa, assistant superintendent for .

4
i

3

e

business, told the Livonia Board of Education' Mon-_ - §

¢

day as he unveiled the dlstnct 8 prolumn'm 1999-. S

2000 budget. o
- For its new instrumental zmmc and S\,»anded-'_,;_[f
physlcnl educotmn progrmns alone, the distriet next

Plecase see Rhlﬁt H :
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‘Western- Wayne Narcotxcs

.Enforcement Team officers

‘ suspected cocame dlstrrbutlon-

tionofal

recently participated in raids on
eight Detroit homes. — part of a

network

' The search warrants executed -

air the homogs were the culmina-
month investigation
by the narcotics unit, said Michi-

.gan State Police Lt. Edward
- "Gerds, who "heads.the unit
___staffed by troopers and officers

assigned by local departments,

including Garden City. -
Three of the homes — located -

on the same block on Detroit’s.
west side — had to be raided

gimultaneously, he gaid. About

. 80 officers participated in the =
‘raids, including the Western

Wayne County Special Opera-
tions Team, the Detroit Police
Department Special Response

. Team and the state police Spe

cial Response Team based in

" Livenia.

. sonal knowledge that these were-

. es were all remforced They were-

“We had intelligence and per

large scale cocaine dealers,” said

Gerds. “They had guns on their .

persons and lookouts. The hous-

A' " very organized.”.

“Detroit police officers had to

enter one of the houses through

the picture window, Gerds noted,
since the door had been so heavi-
ly reinforced.

During the raid on the first -

" three houses, Gerds said the °
.. Western Wayne Narcotjcs offi-
" cers closed off the street.

“They shut down an entire city

‘block to stop drive-by shootings,”

. he said. “They also provided out-’
. side security for the houses. You .

~ run into retahatlon shots being
< fired”

Five more houses were rmded .
on the east side of Detroit with

Western Wayne. Narcotics® offi-

" cers entering and securmg .one.
- home.

" “The major players were taken

o down'in the first round, We did-

n't expect the same leve] of
threadt in the second round,” sa1d

Gerds, “All our mformatlon was

that the first three houses con-
tained the major players.”

team helps in ralds
of drug network

o POI.ICE

‘bound dver for tr:al on char'ges oi‘

conepuacy to deliver/manufac- -

ture ¢ocaine in varying. quantni‘

ties. Depending on the amount,

“the defendants could face prisen

sentences of 10 years, 20 years‘_.

or life. .
Along with

‘fiscated about $25,000°in cash

and items valued at about -
"$60,000 that were believed to . | -
have been purchased with drug’

saIe proceeds.

-“We bought a lot of drugs from |

‘them (the suspects) but we didn’t
confiscate a lot on the search
‘warrants,” said Gerds.
believe they were using the drug
proceeds as their livelihood — for
homes and vehic¢les.”

Western Wayne Narcotics off}-
cers began the investigation .
. locally, Gerds said, but the infors. |
mation gathered led' to the sus- . |.

~ pects based in Detroit.

“When we have a supplier in
Garden City or Westland, we
backtrack and go after the thexr
supplier,”
pens that most of the drugs come
from major metropolitan areas.

Drugs come to Detroit from the
East Coast.or.the Southwest At .
that level, we turn it over to the

feds ~ like the Drug Enforcement
Admmlstratlon

" Normally the umt executes '

their own search warrants,
- Gerds said, but this could have

been a parhcularly dangerous «
- situation: 3

“Unless you “have:

you.can'’t appreciate the security

theee teams offer,” he said. “It’s

& real sense of security to be able
to call out the expects such as
these special response teams.”

‘Run by the Northville Town-“ :
ship Police Department; the | -
Western Wayne County Special
Operation Team also has officers
from Plymouth, Piymouth Town-
ship, Canton Township, Van |

‘Buren Townshxp and Wayne.

~ “The raids were executed with-

out incident. All the bad guys
went to Jall and-the’ good guys

. went home, Gerds sald

- Four Detroit men have been -

Observer Newsroom E Mall

newsroomeoeonh ne.com.
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" “Monday through Fnday -

unspecxﬁed_ 1.
‘amounts of cocaine; officers con-

“We

said Gerds. “It hap- |

been ‘
- involved in this kind of work, .

Foundatlon ballt

i e Bt S

Plpes and drums' The Celtzc Pzpes and Drums of Bzrmzngham performedsuch |
classic songs as “Scotland the Brave” and “Amazing Grace” Frrday evenmg at

the Westland Commzmzty Foundatzon Sprzng Ball

At the ball: From left,
- David James, Diane

" Shekell, Glenn Shrzw
- Dennis LeMaitre at the,

. helps raise money for

" held at the Hellenic
- Cultural Center in
" Westland Friday

evenmg

A

e

Mathews, Patty

Jr, Laura Kuhn and
spring ball which

the Westland Commu-

nity Foundation’s pro-
Jjects. The event was

\WP

.' JomUs fr Our -
EASTER Buffet
Sunday Il-am—--8 pm~ =

: featuring:
. ’I‘ossed Salad  Potato Salad
e Macaroni Salad ¢ 3-Bean Salad
¢ Cole Slaw ¢ Baked Chicken

m\

""\‘i\"“‘i\' ,

" officials last year that the

" lized by the

Parks

from page AI

Ofﬁcwls say.as many as 3,000

_ people within a one- -mile radrus

‘of Merriman Park could be
served if the 1mprovemente are

? made

Plans for Corrado Park a 10 5

acre park at Gladys and Flamin-
| “go, call far adding an’ ‘in-line
A hockey rink ‘and’ skatnng path-

ways, and modnfymg the ball

- diamond. and soccer field. The
_price tag is $49,000. -

“The current trends mcl;cate a

. strong rate. of participation with
. in-line hockey,” Kosowski said.

' Sorne residents who live near
Corrado Park complained to city
ark

appeared to be ignored. Some

. algo voiced concerns that trou-
ble-makers seemed to be fre-

quentmg the area.
" The city’s plan calls for. spruc-
ing up the park and, simultane-

1 ously, makmg it a safer place for
[ as many as 5, 000 people who hve
‘within a one- nule radius.

“Corrado Park is highly uti-
community,”
Kosowski said in his report. “The
park has a wide variety of
amenities such as a walking
path, tennis courts, horseshoe .
area, pavrlions and recently the -
addition of a new play struc-
ture.”

Corrado Pérk also has strong

' community support.

Last year, when the city sched-
uled public hearlngs on parks
improvements, Corrado resi-
dents outnumbered citizens who

 had concerns about the city’s

other’16 parks.
City-officials also have placed
Central City Park on their 1999 -

. list of hoped-for improvements,
including an added pavilion, an

in-litie hockey rink and’ a resur-

- faced tennis court.

“Our depattment is very excit-
ed about this proposal because, it

. follows the famlly theme that we

have set up in this area of the.

park,” Kosowski said in his sum-
_mary of improvements. )
" The Central City Park plan
also calls for the addition of a
gazebo and new landsqaping
Total cost: $63,000.

Central City Park — the city's
largest and most-used park -
serves an estimated 15,000 peo-

~ ple within a one-mile radius. The

- park includes 100 acres and is

~on ‘the west side of Carlson .
sourth of Ford Road.

“The weekend usage of this
park is phenomenal,” Kosowsk:
noted, “and by offering even

- more amenities, our growth will
continue.” ,

Still, it may be late summer

before city officials learn

~ whether state officials will
. loosen their park purse strings

-enough to help. pay for improve-

- ments at Merriman, Corrado and

Central City parks. .

“We probably will not do them
unless we get the grants,”
Kosowski said, although he did-

n't rule out all improvements.

City officials also will discuss
possible parks pro_]ects ‘during
spnng budget sessions.

Check the score
in- Sports
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Cooper students get smence awareness on the bra1n

Students from Livonia's

Cooper at Whittjer Elementary
School in Westland had science

on the brain, literally, as they -

_celebrated Brain Awareness
Week - 1999,

- Celebration of the week was

begun four years ago to create

and increase interest in brain

and nervous system research.
The Dana Alliance for Brain

Initiatives and the Society for

- 'Neuroscience united to sponsor
educational events and hands-
on activities across the country

Cooper students participated in i

- three, one-hour long programs
conducted by Shayne-Emile
Martinez Boucher, Ph.D. from
the Department of Anatomy
and Cell Biology at Wayne
State Umversxty School of

- Medicine.

“The purpose of my visitation
to Cooper Elementary School

was to increase awareness

about science in general among
young children, with a partlcu-

lar emphasis on neuroscience,”

said Boucher. “By having chil-
dren perform hands-on demon-
strations of‘gene‘ral scientiﬁc

'I’ho oan hlve It Researcher Shayne Boucher from
Wayne State University, talks to the students about
how hearmg works |

concepts and encouraging t.hem

world, I can help: promote
mcreased learning and dimin-

ish any apprehenslon they may.
have about science.” . -
One of the most impressive

to be curious about the natural-

" aspects of the program, Bouch-
er said, is his ability to show"

students a human brain and an
animal brain. The specimen i3
viewed by students to show the
organs’ shape, texture, size and

‘physlcal complemty

T -

v ‘ stmmunmmm}

Braln power. Researcher Inderjeet Salvja from Wayne State Unzverszty, shows
Cooper Elementary students a human brain.

District

stud1es

~add1ng officer -
at h1gh school

mcheotneyﬁoe.homeeomm.net

A Livonia pollce officer will .
make his rounds daily at a Livo-
nia high school if a pilot program
_ gets approved in Livonia Public

Schools 1999-2000 'school bud-

get. :

Through the popular DARE
drug-awareness: program, police
officers are a familiar sight in
_the district's elementary and
middle schools. Right now, eight
~ officers teach classes and

befriend students m these 26_.

schools. ‘

The ninth. ofﬁeer would be sta- -
tioned at either Churchill or
Franklin high school and would
cost the district about $60,000 a
year, ‘

The extra oﬁicer i8 just one on
~a list of proposed program
improvements contained in Livo-.
nia Public Schools’ proposed
- 1999-2000 budget, which should
"be approved in June by the Livo-

nia Board of Education.

In the district’s 22 elemen-
tariées, proposed program
nnprovements include:

B Launch an
instrumental/expanded physical
education program. Cost
$468,000.

B Buy instruments for the
instrumental music program.

- Cost: $415,000. . ,
_ @ Hire an extra teacher, para-
pros and secretary-clerks for
buildings with gée enrollments
or a large number of at-risk stu-
dents. Cost: $74,000. .

B Buy playground eqmpment
Cost: $190,000.

M Give Lowell School extra
administrative help during the
switch from Johnson to Lowell
Cost: $12,500.

# Add an extra two weeks to -
the work year of school clerks.
Cost: $8,000.

" In the dlstnct's four middle

LIVONIA

- Program.-Cost savings:

schools,
enhancements include:

B Phase in an eighth-grade
team teaching program at
Holmes Riley and Frost. Emer-
son already has an eighth-grade
teaching team. Cost: $86,400.

B Add an extra two weeks to
_the work year of guidance secre-
taries. Cost: $6,000.

‘In the district's three high'
schools, program 1mprovements
include:

M Add more staff in project

START, MSC/CAPA, North Cen-

- tral Leadershlp and enrichment

teaching posts. Cost: $165,000.
B Hire a police officer to work

- at either Churchill or Franklin.

Cost: $60,000.
M Mail report cards to parents’
home. Cost: $9,000.

~ At the three high schools, the
district -also plans to combine

$2.1 million from the general
operating budget with $2 million
from its building and site fund to

build an outbuilding, or annex,

 near the athletic fields that
"“would house public restrooms,
showers and locker rooms.

Miscellaneous proposed pro-

gram improvements include:

@ Hire g language arts coordi- -

nator. Cost: $75,000.

B Test new computer equip-
ment to be sure it's Y2K cdmph-
ant. Cost: $150,000.

[ Transfer the ALPHA pro-.
gram at Dickinson Center to
'Bentley Center and consolidate
with the Alternative Education
$50,000.

B Eliminate the security offi-
cer at Bentley. Cost savings:.
$30,000.

M Hire a principal for I;entley

‘Center Cost: $80,000.

B Add more secretarial help at
Bentley. Cost: $19,000.

oy . .
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year plans to spend $883 000
(see accompanying story above).

Despite the extra programs
arid extra staff members built
" into the new budget, income coh-
tinues to exceed expenses, and
the rainy day fund continues to
-build, from this year's estimated.
$19.9 million to next year's $24.4
million, Liepa said.

But one dark cloud is expected
" ‘to appear soon on the herizon
and ~ like the pay increases yet
to be resolved — this, too, is a big-

81

Like all, Michigan school dis-
tricts; Livonia's income depends

on the number of students the

district enrolls.

Next year, Liepa said the dis-
trict expeots to enroll just 88
more students, substantially
down from the 200-plus new stu-

. denu enrolled in recent years.

“We are seeing a leveling-ofl in
enrollment, which will limit our
revenues in future years,” Liepa

said.

student enrolled. That’s a 2- -per-
cent increase from this year's
per-student grant. v
The hefty rainy day fund bal-
ance is starting to raise eye-
brows on the school board, lead-
ing administrators to prov:de
statistics to show the amount is

.not out of line with districts sim-

ilar to Livonia. The rainy day
fund is designed to get the dis-
trict through rough financial
times, especially if the state's
per-pupil grgnt drops because of
a bad economy, Liepa said,.
“We're forced to oversave on
money we should be spending on
our kids,” said trustee Ken Tim
mons.
He then offered the downside
to savmg “The more districts
‘bulk-up,’ the less money Lans-
ing thinks we need in our foun-
dation grant.”

proposed program .

In 1999- 2000 Livonia will get
1$7,267 from the state for each

&

(Now we know what he does before the. big day.)

Better hurry, before the best eggs end up

*Savings off original prices of selected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases.
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= once thh an extmguxsher and
. once with water ~ but-flames -
- erupted a third time and spread
" before the Westland Fire Depart-
i ment was ﬁnally called, Harder .
said.”

No one wxll face cnmmal
charges, Harder said, but he said -
the incident ahould gerve as a
warning for residents to call for
help when they first notice a fire.

St. Onge wasn't alone in alert-
ing River Bend residents about
the fire. -

“A Wayne County sheriff
deputy wgs driving by and saw it
‘and started notifying the resi-
dents,” Harder said.

One of those residents was

- Julie Cervantes, 32, who escaped
with roommate Laura Bowser. .
-“] heard this banging on the
door,.and I didn’t want to open it
_at first because I didn't know
" who it was,” Cervantes said.
“When I heard the building .
‘was on fire | just grabbed a coat
and my purse, I forgot my
shoes,” she saiq.
outside and watched it blaze. We
watched it 'til 4 in the morning.”

Cervantes and Bowser plan to
stay with relatives until they
find a new residence. - .

Fire Chief Mark Neal sald fire
spread rapidly through a wooden
area of the roof as ﬁreﬁghters
tried to douse it. ‘

“They knocked a big part of
the fire out within the first hour,
but it took several hours after
that to chase the hot spots,” Neal

said, “It locks like it started on.a-

balcony.and went up on the roof

from there. Once it gets in that

attic area; fires get real blg real
" fast.”

Three apartments were badly
burned by the fire, which col-
lapsed a roof, and the remaining
seven units were damaged by -

. smokeand water Harder said.

. “I'think we're looking at
upwards of $500,000 in dam—
ages,” he said.

~ Neal said none of the 10 apart-
ments will be habitable, adding -

. that “the building w1ll have to be

abandoned for now.”

Residents talkmg among
themselves learned that only one
renter had fire insurance, but

others vowed to learn from thelr :

mistakes.

River Bend of‘ﬁce worker Jill-
Devench said management tried
to help tenants find other apart-

We just stood -

l'nnAmoﬂmRod
Cross was called Into
holproddoutsroplm
elcthlu.nulleaﬂon
andoym

ments - some’ m the same com-f

plex ~ and some residents said

they would be staying with rela- L

tives for now.

Monday afternoon, resulents -

damaged belongings littered the

grounds around the building.

Couches, televisions, mattresses,
vacuum cleaners, tlothing,
plarits, baseball gloves and hun-
dreds of other items could.be

-8een as residents tried to make =

arrangements tohave their pos-

sessions hauled away ~ to where, !

some didn't know.

The American Red 'Cross’ was-'

called in to help residents

‘replace clothing, medication and =

eyeglasses, Neal said. ‘
irefighters from ati—fou
Westland stations and from Gar:
den City fought the blaze.
Wayne firefighters temporarily
answered other Westland emer-

- gency calls.

“Firefighters were there untxl

daylight putting out little hot :
- spots,” Neal said. :

Many residents seemed in low’
-spirits Monday afternoon,
although most said they pu]led-

together as neighbors to help

each other through a grueling ’

experience. Most also said they

“felt lucky to be alive and unin- -

jured.

inside his first-floor apartment
as water dripped onto his
‘already soaked carpet. Most of
his belongings had been hauled

“out to a grassy courtyard, but he

didn’t have a long-term plan. ‘
“Everything I did salvage is

‘ruined by smoke and water dam-
age,” said St. Onge, a sheetmetal .
workers Local 292 member who .

is still reeling from'a divoree.
“I just moved in here in

- December,” he said: “I have no
family to go to, so ‘I’m pretty
much out on the street ‘

. *Pve got $150 in my pecket

~and $110 in vouchers from the

Red Cross,” St. Onge said. “I'm

40 years old, and now I've got to
_start all over again.” ‘

e en Ty »‘-~T¢‘.-‘.....',. LR S R ET I L AP POV A )
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St. Onge, meanwhile, stood -

o«

Flr'ed‘up' Robert St. Oﬁge was one bf the fesfdents liv-
ing in the River Bend Apartments in Westland who*
was aﬁ"ected by the f ire.

-

........

*

Apartment
damage:
Almost all
was lost for

 Lee Caudill
at the River
Bend

- Apartments
inafire

" this past
-Monday.

He said he
lost.about

| half of his

| belongings.

“Itwasga

" nightmare,”

| he said.

Caudill

" was rescued
~ from his
bedroom

- window by

firefighters.

~ i
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“I woke. up about 1:11 and

- went to the bathroom. I laid
down about-10 minutes later,

and then I heard someone

"yelling and woke up,” Beecher

said. “My fiancee thought she
smelled smoke. We had our win-
dow cracked about an inch.” -

mah yelling about a fire.
“It started just a few feet from
our bed,” Beecher said. “We put

" on some clothes and got the cat

(Bailey) and went outside.
“We didn't anticipate the fire

apartments, Beecher and Doher-
ty learned the hard way that
they should've bought fire insur-
ance. ‘

*That’s one of the first things
we'll do when we get moved »

_ ,Beecher said.

. Beecher looked outside and
-saw a River Bend maintenance

:

being as horrible and as devas- -

tating as it was,” he said. *It was
the worst feeling. We just sat
outside and watched it burn. It

- seemed like a week went by
while we watched it go.”

Westland and Garden City
firefighters-battled the blaze for

“hours, dousing the last “hot

spots” as the sun came up, fire
Chief Mark Neal said. =~
Like residents in nine out of 10

“cells for possible cancer. .,

The couple placed their dam-
aged possessions in a U-haul on
Monday and spent the night
with Doherty's parents in Livo-

'nia. The pair hopes to move as

early as this week to a Farming-
ton Hills apartment complex
which has the same owners as

" River Bend.

Eventually they want_gto buy
their own house. Beecher is an
Oakwood Healthcare System
human resources employee, and
Doherty is-a Beaumont Hospital
cytotechnologist who studies

“We wanted to wait until after
the wedding to think about get.
ting -a house,” Beecher said.

“Right now, we’re just thankful

for what we have.”




L

The Observer & Eccentrw/ THURSDAY APRIL 1, 1999

tSenate Dems fall short in bid
to add nursmg home 1nspectors

“"born, said,

BY TIM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER
triclurd@oe homecomm, net

~ State Senate Democrats came
up one vote short in an effort to

add 23 nursing home inspectors

to the Department of Consumer
and Industry Services.

“Senier citizens should be
paramount. They are the most

let the state issue vouchers
Hell, that doesn’t get the Job

_ done, Hart shouted. .

vulnerable,” said Sen. Joe Young
Jr., D-Detroit, durmg the March .

25 debate

But Sen. Joel Gougeon, R-Bay
City, said a state panel to study
nursing home conditions would
convene soon and “be done by
summer. We don’t know how

many inspectors and how we

pay for long-term health care.
Funding the exact number of
inspectors now is premature.”

. Sen. George Hart, D-Dear-
“We've closed two

'How_ they voted

The amendment went down
19-17, with 20 needed for pas-
sage. Voting yes were 14
Democrats joined by five Repub-
licans. Art Miller, D-Warren,

‘was absent and could have pro-

vided Democrats the 20th vote.
Here is how area senators

 voted:

YES - George Hart, D-Dear-
born and Alma Smith, D-Salem.
NO - Loren .Bennett, R-Can-
ton, and Thaddeus McCotter, R-

Livonia, and Mike Rogers, R-

Bnghton
The bill was passed 22- 14 with,
all Republicans except the

“absent Johnson voting yes and
_all Democrats except the absent

ly $420 million in federal.
"Gov. John Engler 8 budget
messagé didn’t spell out how

many nursing home inspectors

he is recommending, but Demo-

cratic senators put it at 100 and

asked for 23 more at a cost of

$1.7 million. - -~ . o

Some 52, 000 persons are resi-
dents of 456 nursing homes.

“I understand these nursing
'homes are inspected only once a

year,” said Macomb County's

-Sen. David Jaye, .a maverick

Republican who departed from
his usual budget -cutting posi-
tion. “We have increases for cor-
porate welfare. Where are your
standards for decency?” .
Sen. Virgil Smith, D-Detroit,
said, “We are defending the

abusers against the people who

have worked their entire life in

this state Paid taxes to this |

- nursing homeg*®in the metro

Detroit area™in the last six

. months. The state said you don't

pay enough, and we don’t have

. the inspectors. Some say, ‘Just

JIimlm‘ (reck |

STEHK‘: + R8BS+ SEAFDOD « PASTA

248 -44 - 67 70|d
CANTON

ARIS & CRAFT SHOW
IUNT 19 & 20
For Space Call —
SMIETANKA
CRAFT SHOWS
S10-638-0430

R I RERTY FEST|

: ‘Mulerfvotmg no.

52,000 affected
The CIS total bidget is $76.5-

mllhon in state money and near-

state. Are finally.in their twi-
light years of living in a nursing
home situation — and we do not

Please see INSPECTORS, AS

prowdcd

For more mforrnatlon,

(734) 677-6000

CLUSTER HEADACHE |
~ RESEARCH -

The Michlgan Head*Pain & Neurological
Instltute is conducting a research study evaluating
a potential treatment for cluster headache.

Participants must be at least 18 years old and suffer
1-4 headaches per day in current cycle. Study
related medical care and compensation are

MICHIGAN HEAD‘PAIN &

NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE
3120 Professional Dnye, Ann Arbor, MI

tact our. Reseax‘bh.Dmsmn

Accredited by Joint Ci onunuklon on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizélimu
_Accredited by Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilitles

wwiv.mhni.com
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Bl Now offers two high yielding options BB

= BigRates =
s Great Terms
Unbeatable long-term.
Unmatched short-term.
Either way you win.
Details at any office. -

= .-FIRST FEDERAL

OF MICHIGAN

,Ask us, We can do it ¥

—

www.ffom.com

Branch offices thronghout melropohlan Detroit, Otsego, Kalamazoo. Owosso, Durand.
: _ Chesaning, Okemos and Kentwood.
Extended hours weekdays and fult service Saturdays at mos! branches.

$2, 000 minimum to open and obtain the Annual Percenlage Yield (APY) Interest compounded and paid semi- annualry APY assumes all
- interast remains on deposit for the full term. Subslanual penalty may be imposed for easly withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Forthe two-
_“year option, Bank may call the CD aHer tha first six months and every six months thereafter it economic conditions diclate. For the five- -year

P option, Bark may cal the CD aftér the first year and avery six months thereaﬂer H economic conditions dictate. APYs effectve April 1, 1999,
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These hlghly effective seminars

need to succeed: our powerful
seminar, audio tape, behavior

modification booklet, plus free
hypnosis repetitions if needed.

Quit
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.

Farmington Hills

30055 Northwestemn (at Inkster),
Farmington Hills.

- Center ~ Providence Park

Lose WelghI

provide all the proven tools you

-

Providence Medical enter -
Thursday, April 8th, 6:30 - 8:30 pm,

Novi Park: Providence Medical
o ' | Saturday, April 10th, 10 am - Noon,

s $59 one-time, lifetime fee

« Sponsored by over.50 hospitals
o Firstd5minutesisa = -
FREE orientation
_ » For TOLL-FREE reservations
“call 1-877-345-5500 - - P
~-  Loss:
Providence Medical Center -
Farmington Hills '

Thursday, April 15th, 6:30 - 8:30 p pm,
30055 Northwestern (at Inkster),
Farmington Hills. :

Navi'Park: Providence Medical
Center ~ Providence Park

Saturday, April 10th, 1:00= 300Dmn -‘

“*Ater 43 yvars, [ am free. | carmot beliae
how miraculous your program is! Eternal
Ihm.kx”

Yo' be[iﬂe it! Like a droam come (nw.
The uvight comes off easily and e/foz%
lessly. No more snacking or ovvreutds

AFT_ER ONE
" HYPNOTIC
" SESSION

Ehira A, Varoa 5

Latissha Powell
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" lease 37 vehicles.

Qommlssmn to cons1der
Metro parklng contract

: BY;KEN'ABRAM'CZ,YK
STAFF WRITER
kabramczyk@oehomecomm.net -

Wayne County commission-’
ers expest to act today on a .
parking contract at Detroit
Wayne County Metropolltan
Airport.

But on Tuesday, commis-

" ‘sioners still had questions

about the proposed three-year
agreement with APCOA.
Williford Parkmg of Cleve-
land.
Commissioners have stud
"ied the contract closely after
Auditor General Brendan
Dunleavy and his staff
released an audit in Decem-

million in parking taxes were
underreported and APCOA’s
lease agreements — for which
Wayne County reimbursed
APCOA - cost an average of
$28,000 per vehicle.
Dunleavy and his staff
found the airport could have
leased the majority of vehi-
cles for an-average of about
$17,000 each and estimated
the alrport could be paying as
much as $400,000 too much to

- Dunleavy reported his find-
ings to the Wayne County
prosecutor’s office in accor-

dance with the county ethics
ordinance. .

George Ward chief assls—
tant prosecutor, is expected to
complete a review by today’s

- commission meeting of the

lease agreements between

APCOA and financing compa--
nies to see'if Wayne County is -

entitled to reimbursements.

“We took the position that
{contract approval) would not
prejudice our ¢laim to a
refund,” Ward said.

‘Treasury view,

County officials also waited
for an interpretation from the

state Treasury Department

repo parng . rt ‘
Director David Katz said in a

recent interview the tax is
now being reported on the full
amount, B

Katz recommended that

APCOA-Williford Parking of

Cleveland receive a three-
year contract for the. manage-
ment of public parking facili-

ties. Katz said eight compa-.
nies responded and APCOA’

was the low bidder.
The -contract calls for

| 'APCOA to operate and man-

age fhe public parking facili-

" ty’s 11,810 parking spaces at

Metro. Wayne Cpunty would

pay to APCOA- Wllhford‘_ ‘

Parking an amount equal to
' 0.23297 percent of the total
gross revenyes. APCOA-Willi-

ford Parking is a joint ven-

ture between APCOA of
Cleveland and  Williford
Enterprises of Detroit. .
Commissioner -~ Robert

Blackwell, D-Detroit, told

commissioners ’I‘uesday that

the prosecutor